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INTRODUCTION. 


LIFE  OF   CHAUCER. 

GtOFTRKY  Chaucer  was  born  in  London,  about  1340  (not  1328,  as  was  formerly 
said).  Hb  £ither  was  John  Chaucer,  citizen  and  vintner  of  London,  and  his  mother's 
name  was  Agnes.  His  grandfather  was  Robert  Chaucer,  of  Ipswich  and  London,  who 
married  a  widow  named  Maria  He3rroun,  with  a  son  Thomas  Heyroun.  John 
Chaucer's  house  stood  in  Upper  Thames  Street,  beside  Walbrook,  just  where  that 
street  b  now  crossed  by  the  South-Eastem  Raiiway  from  Cannon-street  Station.  Here 
it  was  that  the  poet  spent  his  earliest  days,  and  in  an  interesting  passage  in  his  Par- 
dofieres  Tale  (lines  549-572),  he  incidentally  displays  his  knowledge  of  various  wines 
and  the  ways  of  mixing  them  together. 

John  Chaucer,  the  poet's  father,  was  in  attendance  on  Edward  III.  in  1338, and  this 
connexion  with  the  court  led  to  his  son's  employment  there,  some  years  afterwards,  as 
a  page  in  the  household  of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Lionel,  duke  of  Clarence,  the  third  son  of 
Edward  III.  In  the  household  accounts  of  this  princess,  mention  is  made  of  various 
articles  of  clothing  and  other  necessaries  purchased  for  '  Geoffrey  Chaucer '  in  April, 
May,  and  December,  1357,  when  he  was  about  seventeen  years  old.  In  1359  he  joined 
The  army  of  Edward  III.  when  that  king  invaded  France,  and  was  there  taken  pris- 
oner. In  May,  1360,  the  peace  of  Bretigny  (near  Chartres)  was  concluded  between  the 
French  and  English  kings.  Chaucer  had  been  set  at  liberty  in  March,  when  Edward 
paid  16/.  towards  his  ransom. 

1367.  We  can  only  conjecture  the  manner  in  which  he  spent  his  lifie  from  hints 
given  us  in  bis  own  works,  and  from  various  notices  of  him  in  official  records.  To 
consider  the  latter  first,  we  find,  from  the  Issue  Rolls  of  the  Exchequer,  that  a  life-pen- 
sioa  of  30  marks  was  granted  by  the  king  to  Chaucer  in  1367,  in  consideration  of  his 
senrices,  as  being  one  of  the  valets  of  the  king's  household.  During  1368  and  part  of 
X369  he  was  in  London,  and  received  his  pension  in  person.  In  October,  1368.  his 
patron.  Prince  Lionel,  died,  and  it  appears  that  Chaucer's  services  were  consequently 
transferred  to  the  next  brother,  John  of  Gaunt,  duke  of  Lancaster. 

1369.  In  the  autumn  of  1369,  the  year  of  the  third  great  pestilence  of  Edward's 
reign,  Blanche,  the  first  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt,  died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine. 
Chaucer  did  honour  to  her  memory  in  one  of  his  earliest  poems,  entitled  '  The  Deth  of 
Blaunche  the  Duchesse.' 

1370-1373.  From  1370  to  1386,  Chaucer  was  attached  to  the  court,  and  employed 
in  frequent  diplomatic  services. 

In  December.  1373.  being  employed  in  the  king's  service,  he  left  England  for  Genoa. 
Pisa,  and  Florence,  and  remained  in  Italy  for  nearly  eleven  months,  but  we  again  find 
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him  in  London  on  November  33, 1373.  This  visit  of  his  to  Italy  is  of  great  importance, 
as  it  exercised  a  marked  influence  on  his  writings,  and  enables  us  to  understand  the 
development  of  his  genius. 

1374.  His  conduct  during  this  mission  to  Italy  met  with  the  full  approval  of  the 
king,  who,  on  the  celebration  of  the  great  festival  at  Windsor  on  St.  George's  day 
(April  23)  in  1374,  granted  our  poet  a  pitcher  of  wine  daily,  to  be  received  from  the 
king's  Dutier.  On  May  10  of  the  same  yev,  Chaucer  took  a  lease  of  a  house  in  Aid- 
gate,  for  the  term  of  his  life,  from  the  Corporation  of  London ;  but  he  afterwards  gave 
it  up  to  a  friend  in  October,  1386 ;  and  it  is  probable  that  he  had  ceased  to  reside  in  it 
for  a  year  or  more  previously.  On  June  8, 1374,  he  was  appointed  to  the  important 
office  of  Comptroller  of  the  Customs  and  Subsidy  of  Wools,  Skins,  and  Leather,  for 
the  port  of  London;  and  a  few  days  later  (June  13)  received  a  life-pension  of  10/. 
from  the  duke  of  Lancaster  for  the  good  service  rendered  by  him  and  his  wife  Philipp>a 
to  the  said  Duke,  to  his  consort,  and  to  his  mother  the  Queen.  This  is  the  first 
mention  of  Philippa  Chaucer  as  Geoffrey's  wife,  though  a  Philippa  Chaucer  is  men- 
tioned as  one  of  the  Ladies  of  the  Chamber  to  Queen  Philippa,  on  September  xa» 
X366,  and  subsequently.  It  has  been  conjectured  that  Chaucer  was  not  married 
till  1374,  and  that  he  married  a  relative,  or  at  least  some  one  bearing  the  same  name 
as  himself;  but  this  supposition  is  needless  and  improbable;  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  Philippa  Chaucer  mentioned  in  1366  may  not  have  been  already  married  to  the 
poet,  who  was  then  at  least  a6  years  of  age. 

1876.  In  1375  his  income  was  increased  by  receiving  from  the  Crown  (Novem- 
ber 8)  the  custody  of  the  lands  and  person  of  one  Edmond  Staplegate,  of  Kent  This 
he  retained  for  three  years,  during  which  he  received  104/. ;  together  with  some  smaller 
sums  from  another  source. 

1876.  On  July  12. 1376,  the  king  granted  Chaucer  the  sum  of  71/.  4s.  6d.,  being  the 
value  of  a  fine  paid  by  one  John  Kent  for  shipping  wool  without  paying  the  duty 
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I  in  1374.  Whilst  still  retaining  this  office,  he  was  now  also  appointed  Comp- 
r  of  the  Petty  Customs  (May  8, 138a). 

1885.  In  February,  1385,  he  was  allowed  the  great  privilege  of  nominating  a  per- 
■MBCBt  deputy  to  perform  his  duties  as  Comptroller.  It  is  highly  probable  that  he 
imvA  this  fiivonr  to  *  the  good  queen  Anne/  first  wife  of  king  Richard  II. ;  for,  in  the 
Prologue  to  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  written  during  this  period  of  his 
Mwiy-acquired  freedom  from  irksome  duties,  he  expresses  himself  most  gratefully 
tovardsbcr. 

If  we  may  trust  the  description  of  his  house  and  garden  in  the  Prologue  to  the 
Legend  of  Good  Women,  probably  composed  in  the  spring  of  1385.  it  would  appear 
that  he  was  then  livhig  in  the  country,  and  had  already  given  up  his  house  over  the 
diy  gate  at  Aldgate  to  Richard  Forster,  who  obtained  a  formal  lease  of  it  from  the  Cor- 
ponlioii  of  London  in  October,  1386.  We  learn  incidentally,  from  a  note  to  the 
Envoy  to  Scogan.  1.  45,  that  he  was  living  at  Greenwich  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  that 
poem  (probably  in  1393).  And  it  is  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  residence  at  Green- 
wich extended  from  1385  to  the  end  of  1399,  when  he  took  a  new  house  at  Westminster. 
This  supposition  agrees  well  with  various  hints  that  we  obtain  from  other  notices. 
Thus,  in  1390,  be  was  appointed  (with  five  others)  to  superintend  the  repairing  of  the 
banks  of  the  Thames  between  WoolMrich  and  Greenwich.  In  the  same  year  he  was 
robbed  at  Hatcham  (as  we  shall  see  below),  which  is  near  Deptford  and  Greenwich. 
And  we  find  the  singular  reference  in  the  Canterbury  Tales  (A  3907),  where  the  Host 
suddenly  exclaims — '  Lo  I  Grenewich,  ther  many  a  shrewe  is  inne ' ;  which  looks  like 
a  sly  insinuation,  on  the  Host's  part,  that  Greenwich  at  that  time  contained  many 
'  shrews '  or  rascals.  Few  places  would  serve  better  than  Greenwich  for  frequent  obser- 
vation of  Canterbury  pilgrims. 

1386.  In  this  year  Chaucer  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  shire  for  Kent,  in  the 
Parliament  held  at  Westminster.  In  August,  his  patron  John  of  Gaunt  went  to  Spain ; 
and  during  his  absence,  his  brother  Thomas,  duke  of  Gloucester,  contrived  to  deprive 
the  king  of  all  power,  by  appointing  a  regency  of  eleven  persons,  himself  being  at 
the  bead  of  them.  As  the  duke  of  Gloucester  was  ill  disposed  towards  his  brother 
John,  it  is  probable  that  we  can  thus  account  for  the  fact  that,  in  December  of 
this  year.  Chaucer  was  dismissed  from  both  his  offices,  of  Comptroller  of  Wool  and 
Comptroller  of  Petty  Customs,  others  being  appointed  in  his  place.  This  sudden 
and  great  loss  reduced  the  poet  from  comparative  wealth  to  poverty;  he  was 
compelled  to  raise  money  upon  his  pensions,  which  were  assigned  to  John  Scalby  on 
May  X.  1388. 

In  October  of  this  year  (1386).  there  was  a  famous  trial  between  Richard  Lord 
Scrope  and  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor,  during  which  Chaucer  deposed  that  he  was  '  forty 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  and  had  borne  arms  for  twenty-seven  years.'  He  was,  in 
ftct.  about  forty-six  years  old,  having  been  bom,  as  said  above,  about  1340.  More- 
over, it  is  probable  that  he  first  bore  arms  in  1359.  when  he  went  with  the  invading 
army  to  France.    This  exactly  tallies  with  his  own  statement. 

1387.  In  this  year  died  Chaucer's  wife,  Philippa ;  to  this  loss  he  alludes  in  his 
Envoy  to  Bukton.  It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  he  was  composing  portions 
of  his  greatest  poem,  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

1388.  On  May  3.  Richard  II.  suddenly  took  the  government  into  his  own  hands. 
John  of  Gaunt  returned  to  England  soon  afterwards,  and  effected  an  outward  recon- 
diiation  between  the  king  and  the  duke  of  Gloucester.    The  Lancastrian  party  was 


Xll 


Sntcotiuttton. 


now  once  more  in  power,  and  Chaucer  was  appointed  Clerk  of  tlie  King's  Works  at 
Westminster  on  July  12,  at  a  salary  of  ar.  a  day  (more  than  i/.  of  our  present  money, 
at  the  least). 

180O.  In  this  year,  Chaucer  was  also  appointed  Clerk  of  the  Works  at  St 
George's  Chapel  at  Windsor,  and  was  put  on  a  Commission  to  repair  the  banks 
of  the  Thames  between  Woolwich  and  Greenwich.  In  a  writ,  dated  July  i  in  this 
year,  he  was  allowed  the  costs  of  putting  up  Scaffolds  in  Smithfield  for  the  King 
and  Queen  to  view  the  tournament  which  had  taken  place  there  in  May.  This 
helps  to  explain  the  minute  account  of  the  method  of  conducting  a  tournament 
which  we  meet  with  in  the  Knight's  Tale.  In  the  preceding  month  he  had  been 
appointed,  by  the  Earl  of  March,  joint  Forester  (with  Richard  Brittle)  of  North 
Petherton  Park  in  Somerset.  In  September,  he  was  twice  robbed  of  some  of  the 
king's  money;  once,  at  Westminster,  of  10/.;  and  again,  near  the  '  foule  ok'  (foul 
oak)  at  Hatcham,  Surrey,  of  9/.  y.  Sd, ;  but  the  repayment  of  these  sums  was  forgiven 
him. 

1391.  This  is  the  date  given  by  Chaucer  to  his  prose  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe, 
which  he  compiled  for  the  use  of  his  *  little  son '  Lewis,  of  whom  nothing  more  is 
known ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  died  at  an  early  age.  At  this  time,  for  some 
unknown  reason,  the  poet  unfortunately  lost  his  appointment  as  Clerk  of  the  Works. 

1894.  In  February  of  this  year,  Chaucer  received  a  grant  firom  the  king  of  30/. 
a  year  for  life ;  nevertheless,  he  seems  to  have  been  in  want  of  money,  as  we  find  him 
making  applications  for  the  advancement  of  money  from  his  pension. 

1398.  In  this  year  or  the  preceding,  Chaucer  was  made  sole  Forester  of  North 
Petherton  Park,  instead  of  joint  Forester,  as  in  X39a  In  the  Easter  Term,  he  was  sued 
for  a  debt  of  14/.  is,  iid.  In  October,  the  king  granted  him  a  tun  of  Mrine  yearly,  for 
his  life-time. 

1390.  On  September  jfl,  Hctiry  IV.  becsunc  king  of  England,  arid  Chaucer  ad- 
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gntd  distanoe,  till  his  death  ia  1434.  If  this  information  -  be  correct,  it  then 
becomes  highly  probable  that  Chaucer's  wife  Philippa  was  Philippa  Roet,  sister 
of  the  Katharine  de  Roet  of  Hainault,  who  married  Su:  John  Swynford,  and  after- 
virds  became  the  mistress,  and  in  1396  the  third  wife  of  John  of  Gaunt.  This 
htt  been  inferred  from  the  fiurt  that  Thomas  Chaucer's  arms  contain  three  wheels, 
iofiposed  to  represent  the  name  of  Roet ;  since  the  Old  French  roet  means  '  a  little 
vbeel'  Those  who  accept  this  inference  see  good  reasons  for  explaining  the 
fmmrs  extended  to  Chaucer  both  by  John  of  Gaunt  himself  and  his  son  King 
Henry  IV. 

CHARACTER  OF  CHAUCER. 

There  is  no  space  here  for  exhibiting  fiilly  the  revelation  of  Chaucer's  character 
IS  expressed  by  numerous  passages  in  his  works.  We  easily  recognise  in  them 
a  man  of  cheerful  and  genisU  nature,  with  great  powers  of  originality,  full  of 
freshness  and  humour,  a  keen  observer  of  men,  and  at  the  same  time  an  en- 
tfaosiastic  and  untiring  student  of  books.  He  tells  a  story  excellently  and  sets  his 
characters  before  us  with  dramatic  clearness ;  and  he  has  also  an  exquisite  ear  for 
music  and  pays  great  attention  to  the  melodious  flow  of  his  verse.  Except  in  his 
prose  tales,  he  frequently  affects,  in  his  Canterbury  Tales,  an  air  of  simplicity 
which  sits  upon  him  gracefully  enough.  In  his  Prologmt  to  Sir  TAopas,  he  describes 
himself  as  a  *  large,'  L  e.  a  somewhat  corpulent  man,  and  no  '  poppet '  to  embrace, 
that  is,  not  slender  in  the  waist ;  as  having  an  '  elvish '  or  abstracted  look,  often 
staring  on  the  ground  *  as  if  he  would  find  a  hare,'  and  '  doing  no  dalliance '  to  any 
man,  i.  e.  not  entering  briskly  into  casual  conversation.  His  numerous  references 
and  quotations  show  that  he  was  deeply  read  in  all  medieval  learning,  and  well 
acquainted  with  Latin,  French  (l>oth  of  England  and  of  the  continent),  and  Italian, 
besides  being  a  master  of  the  East-midland  dialect  of  English.  A  passage  in  the 
Jfrves  Talg  imitates  some  of  tiie  peculiarities  of  the  Northumbrian  dialect  with 
much  fidelity.  On  the  other  hand,  he  occasionally  introduces  forms  into  his  poems 
that  are  peculiarly  Kentish;  owing,  as  I  am  inclined  to  suggest,  to  his  residence 
lor  some  years  at  Greenwich.  In  his  Horn  of  Fame,  he  tells  us  how  he  had  '  set  his 
wit  to  make  books,  songs,  and  ditties  in  rime/  and  often  '  made  his  head  ache  at 
night  with  writing  in  his  study.'  For,  when  he  had  done  his  official  work  for  the 
day.  and  '  made  his  reckonings.'  he  used  to  go  home  and  become  wholly  absorbed 
m  his  books,  'hearing  neither  this  nor  that';  and,  'in  stead  of  rest  and  new 
things '  (recreation),  he  used  '  to  sit  at  a  book,  as  dumb  as  a  stone,  till  his  look  was 
dased ' ;  and  thus  did  he  '  live  as  a  hermit,  though  (unlike  a  hermit)  his  abstinence 
was  but  littfe.'  So  great  (as  he  tells  us  in  the  Prologue  to  The  Legend  of  Good 
Wo9uh)  was  his  love  of  nature,  that.  '  when  the  month  of  May  is  come,  and  I  hear 
the  birds  sing,  and  see  the  flowers  springing  up.  fiuvwell  then  to  my  book  and 
to  my  devotion*  to  reading.  In  many  passages  he  insists  on  the  value  of  the 
parity  of  womanhood  and  the  nobility  of  manhood,  taking  the  latter  to  be  de- 
pendent upon  good  feeling  and  courtesy.  As  he  says  in  The  Wife  of  Bath's  Tale, 
*  the  man  who  is  alwajrs  the  most  virtuous,  and  most  endeavours  to  be  aonstant  in  the 
performance  of  gentle  deeds,  is  to  be  taken  to  be  the  greatest  gentleman.  Christ 
desires  that  we  should  derive  our  gentleness  from  Him.  and  not  from  our  ancestors, 
•rich.' 
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WRITINGS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Other  notices  of  Chaucer  must  be  gathered  from  his  writings  and  from  what  we 
know  about  them.  It  is  advisable  to  date  his  various  works,  where  possible,  as  well  as 
we  can,  and  to  consider  the  result 

Chaucer's  works  fieiU  (as  shewn  by  Ten  Brink)  into  three  periods.  During  the 
first  of  these,  he  imitated  French  models,  particularly  the  frimous  and  very  long  poem 
entitled  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose,  of  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us.  he  made  a  translation. 
It  so  happens  that  there  exist  what  are  apparently  two,  but  are  really  three  frag- 
ments of  translations  of  two  different  parts  of  this  poem;  they  are  found  in  a 
MS.  at  Glasgow,  written  out  about  A.D.  1430-40,  and  in  the  early  printed  editions. 
These  three  fragments,  marked  A,  B,  C  in  the  present  volume,  appear  to  be  by 
different  hands ;  and  only  the  first  of  them  can  be  reconciled  with  Chaucer's  usual 
diction  and  grammar.  We  must  regretfully  infer  that  the  major  part  of  Chaucer's 
own  translation  is  irrecoverably  lost  The  poems  of  this  First  Period  were  written 
before  he  set  out  on  his  Italian  travels  in  1372,  and  there  is  no  trace  in  them  of  any 
Italian  influence. 

The  poems  of  the  Second  Period  (1373-1384)  clearly  shew  the  influence  of  Italian 
literature,  especially  of  Dante's  Divina  Com  media,  and  of  Boccaccio's  poems  entitled 
II  Teseide  and  II  Filostrato.  Curiously  enough,  there  is  nothing  to  shew  that 
Chaucer  was  acquainted,  at  first-hand,  with  Boccaccio's  Decamerone. 

The  poems  of  the  Third  Period  are  chiefly  remarkable  for  a  larger  share  of  origi- 
nality, and  are  considered  as  beginning  with  the  Legend  of  Good  Women,  the  first 
poem  in  which  the  poet  employed  what  is  now  known  as  the  '  heroic '  couplet, which 
he  adapted  from  Guillaume  de  Machault 

The  following  list  is  arranged,  conjecturaUy,  in  chronological  order. 

Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  {hst). 


£tittton0  of  Cfyaucet.  xv 

Of  the  Wretched  Engendring  of  Mankind ;  mentioned  in  the  Legend.  Text  A, 
L  414;  mod  partly  preserved  in  scraps  occurring  in  the  Man  of  Lawes  Tale,  B  99-121, 
♦«i-7. 771-7. 9a5-93i.  "35-41. 

Man  of  Lawes  Tale  (in  its  original  form)  ;  partly  translated  from  Nicholas  Trivet. 

1377-81.  Translation  of  Boethius. 

1379?  Complaint  of  Mars.  —  M.  P.  1 V. 

1379-83.  Troilus  and  Crise3rde ;  (partly  from  Boccaccio's  II  Filostrato  and  Guido 
delle  Colonne's  Historia  Troiae;  containing  three  stanzas  from  Palamon). 

Wordes  to  Adam  (concerning  Boethius  and  Troilus).  —  M.  P.  VIH. 

The  Former  Age;  chiefly  from  Boethius,  Book  IL  met.  V.  — M.  P.  IX. 

Fortune ;  containing  hints  from  Boethius.  —  M.  P.  X. 

138a.  Partement  of  Foules  (containing  six  stanzas  from  Palamon).  —  M.  P.  V. 

1383-4.  House  of  Fame ;  containing  hints  from  Dante ;  unfinished, 

1385-6.  Legend  of  Good  Women ;  un/inUhed, 

1386.  Canterbury  Tales  begun. 

1387-8.  Central  period  of  the  Canterbury  Tales. 

X389,  &c  The  Tales  continued. 

1391.  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe ;  chiefly  from  Messahala ;  unfinished. 

1393?  Compleint  of  Venus.  — M.  P.  XVI H. 

1393.  Lenvoy  to  Scogan.  —  M.  P.  XVL 

1396.  lenvoy  to  Bukton.  —  M.  P.  XVIL 

1399.  Envoy  to  Compleint  to  his  Purse.  —  M.  P.  XIX. 

The  following  occasional  triple  roundel  and  balades  may  have  been  composed 
between  1380  and  1396:  —  Merciless  Beauty.  —  M.  P.  XI.  Balade  to  Rosemounde. — 
M-  P.  XII.  Against  Women  Unconstaunt.  —  M.  P.  XXI.  Compleint  to  his  Purse 
(except  the  Envoy).  —  M.  P.  XIX.  Lak  of  Stedfastnesse.  —  M.  P.  XV.  Gentilesse.  — 
M.  P.  XIV.    Truth.  — M.  P.  XIII.    Proverbes  of  Chaucer.  — M.  P.  XX. 


EDITIONS  OF  CHAUCER. 

Several  of  Chaucer's  Poems  were  printed  at  various  times  by  Caxton  and  others, 
bat  the  flrst  collected  edition  of  his  works  was  that  edited  by  W.  Thynne  in  1532. 
This  was  reprinted,  with  the  addition  of  the  spurious  Plowman's  Tale,  in  1542 ;  and 
again,  about  1550.  Later  editions  appeared  in  1561  (with  large  additions  by  John 
Siowe)  ;  in  1598  (re-edited  by  Thomas  Speght),  second  edition,  1602,  and  reprinted  in 
1687.  Still  later  editions  were  the  very  bad  one  by  Urry,  in  1721,  and  the  excellent  one 
br  Tyrwhih,  of  the  Canterbury  Tales  only,  in  1775-8.  These  editions,  excepting 
Tyrwhitt's.  have  done  much  to  confuse  the  public  as  to  the  genuine  works  of  Chaucer. 
because  in  them  a  large  number  of  poems,  some  known  (even  by  the  editors)  to  be  by 
Lydgate.  Gower.  Hoccleve,  and  Scogan,  together  with  others  obviously  spurious,  were 
carelessly  added  to  works  by  Chaucer  himself ;  and  many  erroneous  notions  have 
been  deduced  from  the  study  of  this  incong^nious  mixture. 

It  must  suffice  to  say  here  that  most  of  the  later  editions,  since  the  publication  of 
Tyrwhitt's  remarks  on  the  subject,  reject  many  of  these  additional  pieces,  but  still 
unadvisedly  admit  the  poems  entitled  The  Court  of  Love,  The  Complaint  of  the  Black 
Kntght,  Chaucer's  Ih-eam,  J  he  Flower  and  the  Leaf  and  The  Cuckoo  and  the  Nightin- 
X^e.  Of  these.  The  Complaint  of  the  Black  Knight  is  now  known  to  be  by  Lydgate ; 
The  Flower  and  the  Leaf  cannot  be  earlier  than  1450,  and  was  probably  written,  as  it 
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Fast  tenoa  ;  etrong^  verbs.  Sing,  indie,  no  sttjfx  (m  persons  i  and  3);  -t,  occa- 
sionally (a  person).    Sing.  subj.  -e  (alJ  persons).     Plural  of  both  moods:  -e/t,  -€. 

Imperative.  Sing,  a  person :  tUf  nt^i  (usually) ;  -r  (in  some  weak  verbs). 
Plnrat,  2  person;  -£tk^  -th;  (sometime  ^t). 

Infinitive  :  -ta,  ^.  Tbe  gerundial  in^nidve  has  Iq  or  f&r  t&  prefixed,  and  ofren 
denotes  purpose, 

P&nlclples.  Present :  -itt^.  often  -iagt  at  the  end  of  a  line.  Pp.  of  weak  verbs : 
-id.  -d.  -t     Pp.  of  strong  verbs:  -^if,  -*. 

N.B.   We  find  the  «intracted  form  ^if,  for  btddtih,  in  the  3  p.  pr.  a,  indicative,  187, 

Similar  contractions  arc  common ;  benc«  AM  m^ns  '  hideth ' ;  tit  means  *  rideth  * ; 
iit,  *  sitteth  ' ;  /«/, '  leadcth/  B  I4<j6 ;  &c, 

FonoietiOU  of  Past  Tenaes.  The  form  of  the  pt.  t.  of  a  weak  verb  depends  on 
the  form  of  its  stem.     There  are  three  classes  of  such  verbs, 

I.  [  nfin.  'itn  /  pL  -tdt  {-de) ,  or  *td.  '1  liiiis  /&v-ittt^  to  love ;  pt.  t.  isv-tdf  {pr&maim^d 
Iuv*d3),  or  Ifff^fd  (luved).    Compare  laJt^e-de,  756;  though  the  infin.  is  inkk^en. 

i  tnfin.  -^n;  pL  t, -d>,  -tt,  or  sometimes  (after  c^  or  r)-^;  without  vowel-chamg^t 
except  such  ai  is  doe  to  contraction.  Ex,  ktr~gn.  to  hear,  pt.  i.  Aer-d^t;  kkp-xn^  to 
kecp<  pt.  t.  kep-f€'.  ied-tn^  lo  lead,  pt,  t.  iad-de  (short  for  i^fd-dt).    Cf.  wetti-e^  went. 

3.  I  nfin.  -en,  with  a  modified  vowel  in  the  infinitive,  the  root- vowel  ap[jearing  in 
the  pt.  t.  and  pp.  Thus  the  root  SUK  (cl  Gothic  i3^im,  to  seek)  appears  in  the 
A.S.  pt.  L  jok-iit  pp,  r^A-^,  M.E.  sc^Af^,  iif^A-f;  but  the  3  becomes  ^  (as  in  A,S. /^hi 
foot,  pi. /iT/,  feet)  in  the  infin.  se£-an,  Nf.E,  Jei-iftf,  K  JtcA.  Ct  tfli-gn,  pL  t,  {^fi-dt ; 
i^ek~eft,  pt  t.  taugh'U* 

N,B.  The  pp.  of  a  weak  verb  reaultfi  fircm  the  pt,  t.  by  dropping  *e  (unless  it  h,^s 
Lteen  dropped  already) ;  thus  pt  t  tal-de  gives  pp.  tai-d. 

Stroti^  verbs.  The  seven  conjugations  of  strong  verbs  are  given  in  my  PrincH 
i>ie$  of  Etynrtologv.     I  take  as  representative  verbs  the  follo^'ingt  faJL  ihukr,  bear. 
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Ut-^m,  pC  t.  lui:  sGp^M,  pt.  t  sUep;  bUwen^grovoen,  kndvhtu,  pt.  t  bUw,  &c.;  toip-€H, 
pL  X.  wetp:  /»*«,  pp.  y-g09H,  y-go,  286.  Compare  the  complete  list  of  strong  M.E.' 
verbs,  in  Specimens  of  English,  ed.  Morris  and  Skeat,  pt  z. 

Anomalous  VertM.  Among  these  note  the  following.  Been,  ben,  are.  Imper. 
pL  bteth,  betk,  be  ye.     Pp.  betm,  bem,  been. 

Can,  I  know;  pi.  conmem;  pt  t.  coude,  knew,  could:  pp.  couth,  known.  Dor, 
1  dare;  pt  t  d^sU,  May,  I  may;  pi.  mowen;  subjunctive,  mowe,  pi.  mowen.  Moot, 
I  must.  1  may.  he  must,  he  may ;  pL  mbten,  mote  ;  pt.  t.  moste,  Ogkte,  ought  Shal, 
pi.  skmllem,  sMml ;  pc.  t  skolde.  Wiieit,  to  know;  woot,  wot,  I  know,  he  knows  ;  pi. 
loilem  (correctly;  but  Chaucer  also  has  ^^  woot);  pt.  t.  wiste,  knew;  pp.  wist.  Wil, 
•wot,  wole,  ¥rill ;  pi.  wolen,  wUem  ;  pt  t.  too/de.     Thar,  needs ;  pt.  t.  thmrte. 

NeffStivee.  Ntm,  for  me  am,  am  not ;  nis,  for  ne  is,  is  not ;  mas,  was  not ;  mere, 
were  not;  madde,  had  not;  mil,  will  not;  nolde,  would  not;  moot,  I  know  not,  he 
knows  not;  niste,  knew  not;  me  ,  .  ,  ne,  neither  .  .  .  nor,  603.  Double  negatives.' 
70.  71,  &c. 

Adverbs.  End  in  -e,  as  dep^,  deeply ;  or  -fy,  as  subtil-4y  ;  or  -e-fy,  as  trew-^fy, 
truly;  or -«»,-«,  as  bi/or-em,  bifor-e ;  or  m-es,  as  tkry-es,  thrice.  7}brr,  where,  547; 
tk^  oj,  where  that,  34. 

Prepositions.  End  in  -em,  -e,  -es;  &c.  Til,  for  to,  before  a  vowel  With  adjoins 
Its  verb;  791. 

METRE. 

Chaucer  was  our  first  great  metrist,  and  enriched  our  literature  with  several 
forms  of  metre  which  had  not  been  previously  employed  in  English.  These  he 
borrowed  chiefly  from  Guillaume  de  Machault,  who  made  use  of  stanzas  of  seven, 
eight  snd  nine  lines,  and  even  vrrote  at  least  one  Compleint  in  the  'heroic' 
couplet 

The  metre  of  four  accents,  in  rimed  couplets,  had  been  in  use  in  English  long 
before  Chaucer's  time ;  and  he  adopted  it  in  translating  Le  Roman  de  la  Rose  (the 
original  being  in  the  same  metre),  in  the  Book  of  the  Duchesse,  and  in  the  House  of 
Fame. 

The  ballad-metre,  as  employed  in  the  Tale  of  Sir  Thopas.  is  also  older  than  his 
time.     In  fact,  this  Tale  is  a  burlesque  imitation  of  some  of  the  old  Romances. 

The  four-line  stanza,  in  the  Proverbes,  was  likewise  nothing  new. 

But  he  employed  the  following  metres,  in  English,  for  the  first  time. 

X.  The  8-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  arranged  in  the  order  ababbcbc;  i.  e.  with  the 
first  line  (a)  riming  with  the  third  {a),  and  so  on.  Em.  A.B.C. ;  The  Monkes  Tale; 
The  Former  Age ;  Lenvoy  to  Bukton. 

X  b.  The  same,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.  Ex.  (part  oO  Fortune ;  Compleint 
to  Venus ;  Balade  to  Rosemounde. 

X  The  7-line  stanza,  with  the  rimes  ahabbcc :  a  fieivourite  metre.  Exx.  Lyf  of 
Seint  Cecyle;  Clerkes  Tale;  Palamon  and  Arcite;  (part  oi)  Compleint  to  his  Lady; 
An  Amo-ous  Compleint;  Compleint  to  Pit*;  (part  of)  Anclida;  The  Wretched 
Engendring  of  Mankind ;  The  Man  of  LawesTale ;  (part  oQ  The  Compleint  of  Mars; 
Troilus  and  Criseyde ;  Wordes  to  Adam ;  (part  of)  The  Parlement  of  Foules;  (parts 
oO  The  Canterbury  Tales ;  Lenvoy  to  Scogan. 

3  b.  The  same  7-line  stanza,  thrice  repeated,  with  a  refrain.     Exx.  Against  Women 
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Uaccn^tatint;  Compkmt  lo  his  Puree;  Lak  of  Sredfiistnesie :  Gentilesse;  Truth.    Also 
in  the  Legend  of  Good  Worn  en.  a^^aSg, 

^  £.  The  7-line  stania,  with  the  rimes  a^a^6a6.    &t.  (part  of)  Fortune. 

3.  Tcria  Rima,    Only  a  few  lines ;  in  the  Compleinl  to  his  Lady. 

+.    Ihe  icvline  slania,  aa^aaAfddf.     In  the  CompleJnt  to  his  Lady* 

5.  The  9-Imc  suinza,  imdimUad.     Only  in  Anclida. 

S  ^.  The  same,  with  internal  rime^    Only  in  Anelida* 

5  £.  The  same  as  5,  but  thrice  repealed*    Only  Id  Womanly  Noblesse. 

6.  Two  stan^sas   of  16   lines  each;  with  the  dme^  oiUt^aaai  -  HbakHa,    Only  in 
Anelida. 

7.  The  9-hne  stania,  nadiia^&ce.    Only  in  the  laiier  part  of  the  Compleint  of  Mars* 
S.  The  roundel     In  the  f^Tlcment  of  Fouies;  and  Merciless  Beautft, 

9.  The  heroic  couplet.    In  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  and  parts  of  the  Canler- 
'bufy  Tales* 

10,  A  6-line  Manza,  repeated  six  times;  with  the  rimes  aiakck.    Only  in  the  £nvoy 
10  the  Clcrkes  Tale. 

ir,  A  10-line  BtanzH,  s^aahAaa^,    Onl^  in  the  Envoy  to  the  Compleinl  of  Veniii, 

13,  A  6-line  stanza,  o^d^dd.    Only  In  the  Envoy  to  Womanly  Noblesse* 

13*  A  5-line  stania.  aa&^a.    Only  in  the  Envoy  to  Compleint  10  hi5  Purse, 

The  foHowing  pieces  are  in  prose*    The  Tale  of  Melibeus.    The  Persones  TaJe. 

The   translation  of  Bpethius,  De  Consolatione  Philosophiac*     The  Treatise  on  the 

AjirroUbe. 

VERSIFICATION. 

Some  lines  drop  the  first  syllable,  and  the  first  foot  contains  one  syllable  only; 
as^  Ging  |  len  in,  &c,  170* 

Many  rimes  arc  doitbif^Tt^  nhisfre,  otsttt,  181 :  R^m-e,  t,i  mi,  671 ;  non-^s^n^om  it,  533. 


^numfatum.  xxi 

Th«7  can  be  denoted  by  phonetic  iirvariabU  symbols,  enclosed  within  marks  of 
pfltfenthesis.    Convenient  phonetic  symbols  are  these  following. 

Vowels,  (aa),  as  tf  in  father;  (a)  short,  as  a  in  aha!  (ae),  open  long  ^,  as  a  in 
MoTT ;  (e),  open  short  ^,  as  «  in  b^ ;  (ee),  close  long  ^,  as  ^  in  v^il ;  (i)  short,  as  F.  i 
in  firm,  or  (nearly)  as  E.  t  in  m ;  (ii),  as  ee  in  deep ;  (ao),  open  long  0,  as  ozo  in  saw  ; 
(o)  open  short  0.  as  0  in  n^ ;  (00),  close  long  0,  as  o  in  n^te,  or  0  in  German  *so'\ 
(u).  as  «  in  fvU;  (uu),  as  00  in  ioo\\  (a),  asF.  u  in  F.  '6c»';  (tt'),  as  long  G.  U  in  G. 
*  grirn.'    Also  (d),  as  final  a  in  China. 

Dil^thoniTB.  (ai),  as  /  in  ^ ;  ( au),  as  <no  in  mno  ;  (ei) ,  as  W  in  vWl ;  (oi) ,  as  oi  in 
bMl. 

Conaonants  (special).  (Jk),  use  in  czt;  (s),as  c  in  dty;  (ch),  as  in  cAurcA; 
(tcb),  as  in  csUcA;  (th),  as  M  in  Min ;  (dh),  as  M  in  Men.  Also  (h),  when  not  initial, 
to  denote  a  guttural  sound,  like  G.  ch  in  Na^4t,  Li^At,  but  weaker,  and  varying  with 
i!bc  preceding  voweL 

An  accent  is  denoted  by  (*),  as  in  M.E.  name  (naa'ma). 

By  help  of  these  symbols,  it  is  possible  to  explain  the  meaning  of  the  M.E.  symbols 
employed  by  the  scribes  in  Chaucer's  Tales.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  sounds 
they  denote.  The  letters  in  thick  type  are  the  letters  actually  employed;  the  letters 
within  parenthesis  denote  the  sounds^  as  above. 

Observe  that  long  '  p,*  also  written  '  d,'  means  the  same  as  (ao)  ;  and  long '  ^,'  also 
written  '  h*  means  the  same  as  (ae). 

s  short,  (a).  Elx.  a/  (al)  ;  as  (az).  N.B.  The  modem  a  in  ccU  (kset)  is  denoted  by 
(z),  and  does  not  occur  in  Chaucer. 

s  long.  (aa).  (x)  at  the  end  of  a  syllable;  as  a^e  (aa'ja) ;  (2)  before  s  or  ce ;  as 
cos  (kaas)p/Si^r  (^'sa). 

ai.  ay  (ei).  originally  perhaps  (ai) ;  but  at  and  ei,  both  being  pronounced  as  (ei), 
bad  already  been  confiised,  and  invariably  rime  together  in  Chaucer.  Cf.  £./»/. 
prey. 

aa.  aw  (an).    Ex.  avaunt  (avau'nt) ;  awe  (au*a). 

c.  as  (k).  except  before  e  and  i;  as  (s) ,  before  e  and  1. 

ch  (ch)  ;  CCh  (tch). 

e  short,  (e).    ISjL/etheres  (fedh-rez) ;  middle  e  dropped. 

e  final.  (9) ;  and  often  dropped  or  elided  or  very  lightly  touched. 

e  k>ng  and  open,  (ae).    Sometimes  denoted  by  'p '  or  '  f^.'    Ex.  clene  (klae-na). 

e  long  and  close,  (ee).    Ex.  swete  (swee'td)  ;  we^  (weep). 

ei.  ey  (ei).    Ex.  streit  (streit)  ;  wey  (wei). 

ff  hard.  L e.  (g), except  before  e  and  i  ;  Q) ,  before  e  and  i.  Ex,^o  (gao) ;  a^e  (aa 'p) . 

ffh  (h),G.  ^>l.  Ex.  li^ht  i\nht).  The  vowel  was  at  first  short,  then  half-long  (as 
probably  in  Chaucer),  then  wholly  long,  when  the  (h)  dropped  out.  Later,  (ii)  became 
(ei)  and  is  now  (ai). 

ITU  (n),  with  long  preceding  vowel ;  as  dij^yie  (dii'na). 

i  short,  (i).  As  F.  i  in  Uni;  but  often  as  El.  f  in  in ;  the  latter  is  near  enough.  So 
^Iso  y,  when  short,  as  in  masiy  (man'i). 

1.  y  long.  (ii).    Ex.  /  (ii)  ;  melodye  (m61*odii*d). 

ie  (ee).  the  same  as  ee,    Ex.  mischief  (mischeef). 

I  consonantal.  Q).  Ex.  /ay  (jei) ;  /u^e  Q^'p)-  So  in  the  MSS.;  but  here  printed 
'),'  asin/V^r  (jei). 

le,  often  vocalic  (1).  as  in  E.  temple  (temp'l).    But  note  staples  (staa'blez). 


Introturtum. 


og-  (ngg);  always  as  in  E.  HngrK    Kx.fAittg  (ibitigE). 

O  ihort^  (o),  as  in  i/  (ov).  Bui  as  (^u)  before^n*.  And  rtfi/e  partiati^fy,  that  It  is 
always  (u),  i,  e.  as  h  ld  Ivll,  wherever  tt  has  a  sound  like  tt  in  mod,  EL,  ^  in  €irmpatty^ 
joff,  mPtrJ^,  i^^uifJt,  *c.     Ex,  senme  (sun'na),  m&nk  (mungk).  mo(^  (raucha), 

o  long  and  open,  (ao).    Sometimes  denoted  by  'p'  or  '  pp.'    Ex.  g&  (gao) ;  sifi&m 

O  long  and  close,  (oo)*     Ex.  saU  (looi?) ;  keed  (h&od)« 

ol.  OF  (oi), 

OU,  OW  (uu) ;  as  in/iOifr  (fluur) ;  wnp  (nuu).    RareW  (pti),  aa  in  siwle  (sj^ubK 

Ofifh  (^uh),  with  open  0,  as  m  £.  nW,  foUowed  by  short  (u). 

OUSb  (tiuh) ;  with  MH  as  in  K,/ao/  (fuul);  or  as  OgK 

r  Ls  always  strnngiy  ^ikd.    SSJi  (shsb),  as  in  freiikt  ( fresh 'sha). 

U  shorty  (U)  :  French;  as  in pts(  (jiis»).    Rarely  (u),  as  in  cui  (ku!) ;  Ejigliah* 

u  long,  (Q'),  as  in  fffl/«rf  (Ratfl-ra) ;  French^ 

WO  final,  (wa),  but  often  merely  {\x).  Ex,  uniMj  (arftci)  ;  **ter  (baou**,  b^u'd)  J 
m&rtoe  (morn)  ;  s^J  rf/rt*j  ^bleeu). 

N*B.  Open  long  t  (ac)  often  arises  from  A.S.  w,  in.  or  lengthening  of  rf.  Ex.  wfr? 
{¥mer3),  A*S*  ifl«rtfH  /  ffA  (aek),  A.S.  €ac  :  spfkrn  {spaek^n),  A,S.  rprecatt.  Open  long  it 
(ao)  ofiien  arises  from  A.S,  J,  or  lengthening  of  c,  Ex.y^  (ftio),  A,S,  fa;  ffien,  A.S, 
p/^-if.  Chaucer  refrains  from  rir?iing  op^n  long  e  (ae),  when  arising  from  A.S.  fa,  or 
lengthening  of  ^,  with  the  close  c  arising  from  A.S.  ^  or  eo.  But  there  is  some  uncer- 
tainty about  the  quality  of  the  ^  aj-ising  from  A.S«  ^„  or  from  mutation. 

The  occurrence  of  rimes  such  as  Chaucer  ftn'tr  employs  furnishes  an  ea^y  test  for 
poems  which  have  been  supposed  to  be  his  on  insufficient  grounds.  Thus,  in  The 
Cuckoo  and  the  NightinEalc,  stanza  13,  green  rimes  with  ^een ;  whereas  the  form  greert 
never  occurs  in  (^fiauctr,  who  always  employs  ^/«-f  (gree*nj)  as  a  dissyllable,  in 
accordance  wiih  its  ptvmnleicT  froni  A,St  ,e^rr/TY.      In  tlit  ^iimff  n(^em,  nfiort  rimps  with 


THE   ROMAUNT  OF  THE   ROSE. 


Words  and  syllables  enclosed  within  square  brackets  are  supplied  by  the  Editor. 
B«adin^  marked  with  an  obelns  (f)  are  doubtftd,  and  are  aooonnted  for  in  the 
AppencOx. 

\Omlp  tMree  Fragments  of  this  tramtation  have  come  down  to  us.  O/these^  Fragment  A 
in  6y  Chancer ;  Fragment  B  if  &y  a  Northerner^  and  has  many  corrupt  readings;  whilst 
Fragment  C  is  ctfdouhtj^l  origin^  and  I  do  not  feel  sure  that  it  is  Chaucer^s.] 


FBAGMENT  A. 


Hakt  teen  Kjn  that  in  sweveninges 
Th«r  nis  bnt  fables  and  lesingcs  ; 
Bat  men  may  somme  fswevenes  seen, 
\rhich  hardely  f  ne  false  been, 
Bat  afterward  ben  apparaante. 
ThLi  may  I  drawo  to  waraonte 
An  anthonr,  that  hight  Ifacrobes, 
That  halt  not  dremes  false  ne  lees, 
Bat  andi>th  as  the  avisioun 
That  whykim  mette  king  Cipioan. 

And  who-so  sayth,  or  wenoth  it  be 
A  ja|*.  or  elltfs  [a]  nycetee 
To  wene  that  dremes  after  falle, 
Lr-t  wh<»-so  liste  a  fool  me  calle. 
F'lr  this  tr(»we  I,  and  say  for  me, 
That  dremes  signifiaance  be 
Of  goM  and  harmo  to  many  wi^tes, 
That  dremen  in  her  slepe  a-nightes 
Fnl  many  thinges  ouvertly. 
That  fallen  after  al  openly. 
The  Dream. 

Within  my  twenty  yere  of  age. 
Whan  that  Love  taketh  his  oorage 
Of  yonire  folk,  I  wente  sone 
T«»  br«l<le,  as  I  was  wont  to  done, 
And  fiMt  I  tsleep  ;  and  in  sleping. 
Me  mette  swiche  a  swevening. 


That  lykede  me  wonders  wel ; 

But  in  that  sweven  is  never  a  del 

That  it  nis  afterward  befallo. 

Right  as  this  dreem  wol  telle  us  alle.    50 

Now  this  dreem  wol  I  rjnne  aright. 

To  make  your  hertos  gaye  and  light ; 

For  Love  it  prayotb,  and  also 

Commaundeth  me  that  it  be  so. 

And  if  ther  any  aske  me,  35 

Whether  that  it  be  he  or  she. 

How  [that]  this  book  [the]  which  is  here 

Shall  t  bote,  that  I  rede  you  here  ; 

It  is  the  Romance  of  the  Rose, 

In  which  al  the  art  of  love  I  close.         40 

The  mater  fair  is  of  to  make ; 
God  graunte  in  gree  that  she  it  take 
For  whom  that  it  begonnon  is ! 
And  that  is  she  that  hath,  y-wis, 
So  mochel  prj's ;  and  tbor-to  she  45 

So  worthy  is  biloved  Ihj, 
That  she  wol  oughte,  of  prys  and  right, 
Be  cleped  Rose  of  every  wight. 

That  it  was  May  mo  t  hough te  tho. 
It  is  fy\Q  yere  or  more  ago  ;  50 

That  it  was  May,  thus  dremed  me. 
In  t  j-me  of  love  and  jolitee, 
That  al  thing  ginneth  waxen  gay, 


B 


tU  (Romawn*  of  <6c  (Boe*- 


[FttAQUKVT  A. 


Fiir  tlior  b  neither  busk  nnrhay 

In,  May,  that  it  nil  fihroadod  beon,         55 

And  it  with  newc  \&voa  wrean. 

These  wodea  oek  reeoveraii  grtma, 

Tbiit  diTS  in  winter  been  to  »eno  * 

And  th^  ejtlio  woxeth  piwnd  witholle} 

For  swdto  ditwQA  that  an  it  fidle,  60 

And  ffti]  the  pore  &stBt  tbrget 

In  which  that,  winter  hwhie  it  set ; 

And  tliiLTi  bicciineth  the  grctDLnd  90  pfond 

Tliat  it  wol  have  Br  newe  Hbrvnd, 

And  mi^k«th  saqoesTithiiFobo  nnd  fnyt6$ 

That  it  f  liath  ]jo^c3s  en  htiTidnjd  poyr 

Ofgraa  and  llimted^  ind©  and  i>on*, 

Apd  many  he  was  fnl  dyvem  ; 

Thiit  U  the  robe  I  mene^  y-wis, 

Thrfin^b  whicli  the  ground  to preiaen  18170 

TlvL*  briddes,  that  ban  left  hir  atmg, 
Wh.vl  they  hrtii  istiffriHl  (wld  b'^  ^inrng 
In  wed  res  grlllu,  and  dcrlc  tJi^  Eti^hto, 
Ben  in  May,  for  the  aotino  br^hto^ 
^  gXnde^  thai  th^  ah  ewe  in  nudging,     75 
That  in  hir  bcrtQ  is  ^wit^h  lykinfi^, 
Thi^t  th^y  mote  singtu  and  be  light. 
Than  doth  the  uight iu^nlo  hir  might 
To  make  nnyaa,  and  ein^ti  blyth©, 
Thiiii  19  bliffftil^  many  a  sytba^  Htt 

The  cbelaundre  and  tbia  pf4piDgay. 


Aloon  1  wente  in,  my  ptayLiigT  '**J 

Th©  tttnale  fonles  Sting  barkningr 

That  pe.>ti(Hl  ht'rn  tnl  nmny  a  iiayre 

To  sitigio  on  howea  blosmcd  fa^Te. 

Jolif  and  g^^  fxd  of  gladnoHse, 

Toward  a  rivar  +1  gnu  me  dresse,  ito 

That  I  herde  renne  fafft^  hy ; 

For  fairer  playing  non  sauf^h  I 

Than  playen  me  by  that  riveefi 

For  from  an  hillo  that  stootl  thor  neer 

Caca  donn  the  streem  fnl  etif and  bold,  1 15 

Cloer  was  the  water,  and  as  cold 

Ajs  any  welle  is,  si.toth  to  eeyn* ; 

And  s(imdel  hutse  It  was  than  Seiaot 

But  it  was  straigbter  wel  away. 

And  n*3ver  aaugh  T,  er  that  day,  im 

The  wflter  that  so  wol  lyked  me  ; 

And  wondflT  gla*!  was  I  to  sod 

That  lusty  plai^',  i"id  tliat  riveer; 

And  with  that  watfir  that  ran  «o  cleer 

My  int-e  I  whssh.     Tho  saugh  1  wel        435 

Tho  botmo  paved  ever^del 

With  gttLvel,  till  of  stones  sbene. 

The  medowti  m^fbo^  swote^  and  grene, 

Boot  right  on  the  wat&r-sydo» 

Ful  cleoj*  was  than  the  mortjw-tydtf,      i  jo 

Add  fal  attempre,  ont  of  dnnJlti. 

Tho  gnn  I  walke  throttgh  the  niede, ' 


fcOMUTA.) 


Zit'  tBonutunf  of  tf^t  dloee. 


Bat  Irk  a  wood  wosnmaa  aftajed ; 
T-fioDiieed  foule  was  hir  viiwigo,  155 

And  greiming  for  dispitoni  rage  ; 

Bir  noM  snorted  np  for  tene. 

FU  hidaas  was  she  for  to  sene, 

Fal  fool  and  rusty  was  she,  this. 
Hir  heed  j- writ  hen  was,  y-wis,  160 

Fal  grimly  with  a  greet  towayle. 
Felonye. 

An  image  of  another  entayle, 
A  lilt  half,  was  hir  faste  l^  : 
Hir  name  above  hir  heed  saogh  I, 
And  she  «as  called  Feuostv.  165 

VUanyc. 

Another  image,  that  Viuurra 
T-cleped  was,  saogh  I  and  fond 
I'pun  the  walle  on  hir  right  hond. 
Viljuiye  was  lyk  somdel 
That  other  imago  ;  and,  trosteth  wel,  170 
She  semod  a  wikked  creature. 
By  oountenanuce,  in  portrojrture. 
She  semed  be  ful  dcspitous. 
And  eek  ful  proud  and  outrageous. 
Wel  ctmde  he  po^-nto,  I  undertake,       175 
That  r«-icho  inmge  ooude  make. 
Ful  fiml  and  chorlish  semod  she, 
And  eek  vilayuous  for  to  bo, 
And  liU'l  cmde  of  norturc, 
To  wurshipe  any  creature.  t8o 

Coveityse. 

And  next  was  peyntcd  Covkfttsb, 
That  egg^th  folk,  in  many  g>*8e, 
T<*  take  and  yeve  right  nought  agc3'n. 
And  gret«  tresours  up  to  leyn. 
And  that  is  she  that  for  usuro  185 

I^eneth  to  many  a  crt*ature 
Tlic  lasse  for  the  more  winning, 
S>  Ciiveitou*  is  her  brenning. 
And  that  in  she,  for  itenyes  fclo, 
That  t«cheth  for  to  robbe  and  stole       190 
Thtftse  thevf«,  and  these  tmale  harlotes  ; 
And  that  is  routhe,  for  by  hir  throtes 
Ful  many  (M»n  liangoth  at  the  laste. 
She  maketh  folk  compasse  and  caste 
T*>  taken  other  folkes  thing,  195 

TfartiQch  robbi*ric,  or  fmisconnting. 
And  that  is  she  that  maketh  trechoures ; 
And  she  [that]  maketh  false  pledoures, 
That  with  hir  termes  and  hir  domes 
Ihion  maydens,  children,  and  eek  gromes 
Hir  heritage  to  forgo.  aoi 


Ful  croked  were  hir  hondes  two ; 
For  Coveityse  is  over  wood 
To  grypen  other  folkes  good. 
Qoveityse,  for  hir  winning,  205 

Ful  leef  hath  other  mennes  thing. 
Avarice. 

Another  image  set  saugh  I 
Next  Covcityge  faste  by, 
And  she  was  doped  Avakice. 
Ful  foul  in  peynting  was  that  vice;      *io 
Ful  sad  and  caytif  was  she  eek. 
And  al-Bo  grene  as  any  look. 
So  yvel  hewed  was  hir  colour, 
Hir  semed  have  lived  in  langour. 
She  was  lyk  thing  for  hungre  deed,      315 
That  ladde  hir  lyf  only  by  breed 
Kneden  with  eisel  strong  and  egre ; 
And  therto  she  was  lone  and  megre. 
And  she  was  clad  ful  povrely, 
Ai  in  an  old  torn  fcourtepy,  220 

As  she  were  al  with  dogges  torn  ; 
And  bothe  bihindo  and  oe^  bifom 
Clouted  was  she  beggarly. 
A  mantel  heng  hir  faste  by, 
Upon  a  perche,  woyko  and  smalle ;       22$ 
A  bumet  cote  heng  therwithallo. 
Furred  with  no  menivero, 
But  with  a  furre  rough  of  here. 
Of  lambe-skinnes  hevy  and  blake ; 
It  was  ful  old,  I  undertake  aso 

For  A\'arico  to  clothe  hir  wel 
Ne  hostoth  hir,  never  a  del ; 
For  certejTily  it  were  hir  loth 
To  weren  olle  that  ilke  cloth  ; 
And  if  it  were  forworcd,  she  2iS 

Wolde  have  ful  greet  noccssitoe 
Of  clothing,  or  she  boughte  hir  newe, 
Al  were  it  bud  of  wolle  and  howe. 
This  Avarice  held  in  hir  hande 
A  purs,  that  heng  [doun]  by  a  boude ;    340 
And  that  she  hidde  and  bond  so  stronge, 
Men  must  abyde  wonder  longo 
Out  of  that  purs  or  ther  come  ought, 
For  that  ne  conieth  not  in  hir  thought ; 
It  was  not,  certein,  hir  entente  345 

That  fro  that  purs  a  pony  wente. 
Envye. 

And  by  that  image,  nygh  y-nough. 
Was  tpe>'nt  Exvyk,  that  never  lough, 
Nor  never  wel  in  herte  fordo 
Bnt-if  she  outher  saugh  or  herds  350 


B  2 


ZU  dloinaunf  of  t$t  Q^ose. 


[FtuaucsfT  JL 


Som  groot  mStdbtttmco,  or  grMt  dbaae. 

KijhtliLng:  may  no  mocih  hu:  pleso 

A»  nuschefajnd  miai^'eutiirf) ;  « 

Or  wlmn  she  s&titJb  fUacotnflttLFe 

fOn  any  worthy  nmti  [to]  fall*?,  155 

Tlum  lykoth  hii-  [fill]  wel  with&Ue. 

She  Li  fill  iflfid  in  hir  comgo, 

If  ahe  se<]  any  ^r€«t  linngfi 

Bo  brwugbt  tfl  nought  in  ahAmf^l  vi^ysa. 

An4  if  ft  nmn  in  hunoiir  r^wj^  J  60 

Of  by  bis  M'ittOt  f""  by  pfowewo*, 

Of  tliAt  hath  ^0  gret  heviu^oe  ^ 

Fori  traflti?th  wel,  she  et»t^i  ^I^  wood 

When  any  chnnncs  hnjipoth  i^oocL 

Enyyffl  li  *pf  wvni'h  cmelteo^  a6£ 

That  fflith  ne  trontbfl  boldeth  she 

To  fitwntl  no  felawc.  bad  or  goitd. 

Nfl  ahe  lijitii  kin  noon  of  hir  biijod, 

That  »bo  nia  ful  hir  enum^* ; 

Sho  iiolde,  I  d&r  sejn  bjinl^ly,  270 

Hir  fjwti^  fader  ferde  wel. 

And  sore  «,byetU  ihe  cvorydol 

Hir  mnlice»  nnd  hir  moltftlolit ; 

For  Hhe  ih  in  bo  greet  tttrment 

And   hiAth  such    [woj^   wh&n    foU  doth 

That  n  igb  abe  melteth  for  pure  wood  ; 
Hir  h»?rte  korveth  and  f  to-brokoth 
Th  at  gf Hi  t  b  e  p^pl  0  w  e  1  a  wr ek  c  t  h . 


SoBowK  WW  pcjTit^d  ti«3rt  Envya 
Up<m  that  wallfi  of  niasonirye. 
Bnt  wcl  WM  seen  in  hir  colour 
Thftt  she  hadde  lived  in  langQur; 
Hir  aomed  huvt^  tho  Jaunyce.  jtPS 

Nongbt  bftlf  BO  iiaio  vfiia  Avaryooi, 
Nor  na- thing  lyk,  (as)  of  len^so^  ; 
For  B<jrowCt  tbonght,  and  greet  dlstreMO, 
Thfit  abo  haddo  suffrud  tUy  and  night 
Mode  hir  fnl  jxitwi*.  and  no-tbing  bright, 
Fnl  fsdOi,  pid^t  and  megre  ulao.  511 

TfVaa  novijx  wight  yit  hjilf  ao  wo 
A»  that  bir  aomed  for  tci  be, 
Xor  60  fulfilled  of  ire  oa  *he. 
I  trowe  tliiit  nu  wight  txiighte  hir  ploM}S'5 
Nor  do  that  thing  that  mights  bir  ede ; 
Nor  she  ne  wolde  hir  aorowo  alake^ 
Nor  eomfort  noon  nnto  hir  t«ko ; 
So  depe  waa  hir  wo  bigonnen. 
And  eek  h£r  hert«  in  angre  ronnon,      5*1 
A  aorowfnl  thing  wi'I  aem^Ml  aha. 
Nor  ahe  hadde  no-tbing  «lowe  be 
For  to  forciacchen  al  hir  Ikee, 
And  for  to  frendo  in  many  plocft 
Hir  clothes,  and  for  to  tare  hir  swire,   315 
As  she  that  waa  falflllfid  of  ire ; 
A-Qil  al  t'j-tom  lay  eek  hir  hero 
Abiute  bir  tbublR'i*,  htTrarnl  tborC, 
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nii  ihorter  mM  a  foot,  y-wis,  350 

Hun  ih«  was  wont  in  her  yonghede. 

rimcthe  hir-«elf  the  mighte  fede ; 

Sofeble  and  eek  so  old  was  the 

Httt  faded  was  al  hir  beantee. 

Ftd  ialowe  vas  waxen  hir  ooloor,  555 

Hir  heed  for-hoor  was,  whyt  as  floor. 

T-vii,  gret  qualm  ne  were  it  noon, 

>'«  ginne,  although  hir  lyf  were  gon. 
Al  woien  was  hir  body  unwelde, 
And  drye,  and  dwyned  al  for  elde.        360 
A  fool  forwclked  thing  was  she 
That  whylom  round  and  softe  had  bo. 
Hir  em  shoken  fast  withalle, 
As  fr«>m  her  heed  they  wolde  faUe. 
Hir  face  froonced  and  forpyned,  365 

An<I  bnthe  hir  hondes  lorn,  fordwjmed. 
So  old  she  was  that  she  ne  wente 
A  foot,  but  it  were  by  potento. 
Time. 

The  Ttvi:,  that  passeth  night  and  day, 
Anil  restelees  travayloth  ay,  370 

And  steleth  from  us  so  prively. 
That  to  US  semeth  sikerly 
That  it  in  oon  point  dwelleth  ever. 
And  c<*rtest,  it  ne  resteth  never, 
Bat  girth  fto  faste,  and  i>asseth  ay,         375 
That  ther  nis  man  that  thinke  may 
\%'hat  tyme  that  now  present  is  : 
Asketh  at  these  derkes  this  ; 
F«»r  [er]  men  thinke  it  redily, 
Three  tymes  been  y-passed  by.  380 

The  tyme,  that  may  not  sojoome, 
But  grth,  and  +ncver  may  retoume, 
An  water  that  doun  renneth  ay, 
But  never  drrrpe  retoume  may  ; 
Ther  may  no-thing  as  t3rme  endure,     385 
MetaL  nor  erthely  creature  ; 
For  alle  thing  it  fret,  and  shal : 
The  t  jme  eek.  that  chaungeth  al, 
And  al  ditth  waxe  and  fostred  l)e, 
And  alle  thing  distroj'cth  he  :  390 

The  tj-me,  that  cldoth  our  auncessours 
And  eld4-th  kinges  and  emperours. 
Ami  that  us  alio  shal  overcomon 
Er  that  decth  us  shal  have  nomen  : 
The  tyme,  that  hath  al  in  welde  395 

T'>  ^Men  f«dk.  ha<l  maad  hir  elde 
S*»  inly,  tliat,  to  my  witing, 
Sh»'  mighte  helpe  hir-self  no-thing, 
But  turned  ageyn  unto  childhede ; 


She  had  no-thing  hir-self  to  lede,         400 
Ne  wit  ne  pith  in[with]  hir  holde 
More  than  a  child  of  two  yeer  olde. 
But  natheles,  I  trowe  that  she 
Was  fair  sumtyme,  and  fresh  to  see, 
Whan  she  was  in  hir  rightftil  age  :       405 
But  she  was  past  al  that  passage 
And  was  a  doted  thing  bicomen. 
A  furred  cope  on  had  she  nomen  ; 
Wei  had  she  clad  hir-self  and  warm. 
For  cold  mighte  elles  doon  hir  harm.  410 
These  olde  folk  have  alwey  colde, 
Hir    kind   is    swiche,  whan    they    ben 
olde. 

Pope-holy. 
Another  thing  was  doon  ther  write. 
That  semedo  lyk  an  ipocrite, 
And  it  was  cleped  Pope-iiolt.  415 

That  ilke  is  she  that  prively 
Ne  spareth  never  a  wikked  dede, 
Whan  men  of  hir  taken  non  hede  ; 
And  maketh  hir  outward  precious, 
With  pale  visage  and  pitous,  43t> 

And  semeth  a  simple  creature ; 
But  ther  nis  no  misaventuro 
That  she  ne  thonkoth  in  hir  corage. 
Ful  lyk  to  hir  was  that  imago, 
That  maked  was  lyk  hir  somblaunce.   425 
She  was  ful  simi)lo  of  countenance. 
And  she  was  clothed  and  eek  shod, 
As  she  were,  for  the  love  of  god, 
Yolden  to  rcligioun, 

Swich  semcd  hir  devocioun.  43" 

A  sauter  held  she  faste  in  honde. 
And  bisily  she  gan  to  fondo 
To  make  many  a  fejmt  prayere 
To  go<l,  and  to  his  seyntes  dare. 
Ne  she  was  gay,  fresh,  no  jolyf,  435 

But  semed  be  ful  ententjrf 
To  gode  werkcs,  and  to  faire, 
And  therto  she  had  on  an  haire. 
Ne  certes,  she  was  fat  no-thing. 
But  semed  wery  for  fasting  ;  440 

Of  colour  pale  and  deed  was  she. 
From  hir  the  gate  -fshal  womed  be 
Of  paradys,  that  bliaful  place  ; 
For  swich  folk  maketh  lone  hir  i^face. 
As  Crist  seith  in  his  ovangj'le,  445 

To  gete  hem  prys  in  toun  a  whyle ; 
And  for  a  litel  glorio  veine 
They  lescn  god  and  eek  his  reine. 
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PoverL 

And  fitdorlnst  of  evericbixin. 
Was  poyntod  Povebt  al  oi*xni^  45x> 

TliRt  Tn>t  a  p^^ny  hjiddo  in  wolilei, 
Al-t bough  (llmtj  sho  liif  cltithaa  valde, 
Anil  thfjii^h  eho  sbuLJo  anhongv^  be; 
Fur  uaked  as  a  worm  wati  she. 
And  if  the  weder  Btormy  were,  455 

For  coldo  she  shaldo  hare  dejed  tbers 
Hhe  nodde  on  bnt  a  ^rsit  old  sakt 
And  many  a  cloot  f>n  it  ther  wtak ; 
This  wBfl  hir  cote  ftnd  hir  muntel, 
Ko  more  was  thero,  nevpr  n  del^  46CJ 

To  clothe  her  with  ;  I  unr^ertake, 
Grc^t  l€iy«er  hadile  she  to  quake. 
And  alio  was  pnt^  that  I  of  talke, 
Fer  fro  ihe^m  other^  up  in  an  haike ; 
Tliore  hirked  aod  there  coTired  she  ;     465 
For  povre  thimf^  wher-BO  it  Iw^ 
U  EhArnfa«tf  nnd  d^i^J-Bert  ay. 
Acnrsetl  may  wel  he  that  day, 
Tliflt  lyjvro  man  coneeyi'od  is  ; 
For  goil  wot^  a]  t<i  ielile,  y-wis^  47" 

Is  any  porro  man  wel  fed^ 
Or  w^I  amyod  or  y-cloilv 
Or  wfli  hiloved^  in  swich  Wfso 
In  linnotir  tliint  he  mrty  aryiffp. 

All*>  tb<Ms<?  thinfjcN,  wel  nvysecl,  475 


And  I  rny-aclf  »<>  mory  ff^rdc, 
Wlian  I  kir  bliafnl  «»n£Y»]  herd<S  SOi> 

Thnt  fiir  iin  hundrcHcl  pound  fnrdde  I, — 
If  that  th&  piassngi^  oponly 
Hiidilu:  bofitn  nntn*  mo  fr«! — 
That  I  noldo  oiitren  for  to  n^ e 
TliasHimhtee,  god  fit  kep*  and  w*re  f    505 
Of  briddes,  wbicho  theHnno  wore^ 
Tiiftt  j^ongen^  throug^h  hir  moiy  thnH^s, 
DaxiiiccB  of  h^vo,  and  mery  notci 

Wlian  I  thna  herdo  fouJes  singe, 
I  iel  fa«to  in  a  weymentinge,  $m 

By  wiiich  art,  or  hy  what  engyn 
I  mighte  come  in  that  gard^Ti ; 
But  way  I  contho  finde  noon 
Int^^  tWt  gardin  for  to  goon. 
Ne  nonght  wisto  I  if  that  ther  were     5J5 
^ythcr  hole  or  place  [ofwbiJfTe, 
By  wliich  I  mighto  hftvo  crnt^oe  ; 
Xcj  ther  wua  noon  to  t^iche  mo  ; 
For  I  waa  al  aloon,  y-wia, 
"t  Ful  wo  and  angniafiaQS  of  thiiL  5x1 

Til  att«  lafli  hithonghte  I  me^ 
That  "by  no  weye  ne  mtglite  it  lie  ; 
That  til  or  nas  laddrp  or  wey  to  pAsao, 
Or  holot  into  ao  fnir  a  phico. 

Tlio  ^nn  1  gt>  et  fnl  grnt  paa  5^5 

Env^'roninfl:  even  in  <^onlpfttf 
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Hir&ee  wfajt  mnd  wel  coloured, 

Whh  litel  mooth,  and  rotind  to  see ; 

A  dove  chin  eek  h*dde  she.  550 

Hir  ntkke  wai  of  good  &eoim 

Ib  Jeofthe  and  gretneaee,  by  resoan, 

Withrmte  bleyne,  ecabbe,  or  royne. 

fto  Jernmlem  nnto  Bnrgt^jme 

Ti»T  nif  a  fairer  nekke,  y-wis,  555 

T»  fele  how  smothe  and  soite  it  is. 

Hir  throta,  al-so  whyt  of  hewe 

Ai  nk*fm  on  brannche  mowed  newe. 

Of  Itfxly  All  we]  wronght  was  she ; 

Sffn  nedod  not,  in  no  cnntree,  560 

A  fairpr  bndy  for  to  seka 

\nd  of  fyn  orfra>*8  had  she  eke 

A  ehapelet :  00  s«xnly  oon 

Xe  wer»d  never  mayde  upon  ;  .  .  .  . 

.\nd  faire  alwve  that  ehapelet  565 

A  ztMe  gv>rland  had  she  set. 

She  hadde  [in  honde]  a  gay  miroorf 

And  with  a  richo  gold  tr^soar 

Hir  hoe«l  was  tressed  qneyntely ; 

Hir  sieves  sowed  fetisly.  570 

And  ft»r  to  kepe  hir  hondes  faire 

^f  gl4»ves  whyto  she  haddo  a  paire. 

\D*i  she  haildo  on  a  coto  of  greno 

Ot'  rlirth  <»f  Gaont ;  withouten  wene, 

Wcl  pcmed  by  hir  apparayle  575 

Sho  was  not  wont  to  greet  travayle. 

F«>r  whan  she  kempt  was  fetisly, 

Ar.<l  wel  arayed  and  richclyf 

Thonne  had  she  doon  al  hir  jonmee  ; 

F«»r  m<^ry  and  wel  bigoon  was  she.         580 

Sho  buldo  a  Insty  lyf  in  May, 

Sh**  hadtle  no  thonght,  by  night  ne  day. 

Of  n<>-thing,  bnt  it  were  <H)nly 

To  crraythe  hir  wel  and  nnconthly. 

Wluin  that  this  dore  hadde  opened  me 
Thi«i  +nxayilen,  somoly  for  to  see,  586 

I  thankM  hir  as  I  l>est  mighto, 
And  axe<le  hir  how  that  she  highte, 
And  what  sh»  was,  I  axede  eke. 
And  she  to  me  was  nought  unmeke,    590 
NV  of  hir  answer  danngorons, 
Bnt  faire  answerde,  and  seido  thns  : — 
'  Ia\  sir,  my  name  is  Ydelxbssk  ; 
Si.  clepe  men  me,  more  and  lesso. 
Ful  mighty  and  ful  riche  am  I,  595 

And  that  of  oon  thing,  namely  ; 
F«»r  I  entende  to  no-thing 
BT:t  to  my  joye,  and  my  pleying. 


And  for  to  kembe  and  tresse  me. 
Aqneynted  am  I,  and  privee  600 

With  Mirthe,  lord  of  this  gardyn, 
That  fro  the  lando  f  Aleacandryn 
Made  the  trees  fbe  hider  fet, 
That  in  this  gardin  been  y-set  604 

And  when  the  trees  were  woxen  on  highte, 
This  wal,  that  stant  here  in  thy  sights, 
Dide  Mirthe  enclosen  al  aboute  ; 
And  these  images,  al  withoute. 
Ho  dide  hem  bothe  «ntailo  and  peynte, 
That  neither  ben  jolyf  ne  queynte,        610 
Bnt  they  ben  fol  ofsorowe  fmd  wo, 
As  thou  hast  seen  a  whylo  ago. 

'  And  ofbe  tymo,'  him  to  solace. 
Sir  Mirthe  cometh  into  this  place. 
And  eek  with  him  cometh  his  mejmee, 
That  liven  in  lust  and  jolitee.  616 

And  now  is  Mirthe  therin,  to  here 
The  briddcs,  how  they  singon  clere. 
The  mavis  and  the  nightingale. 
And  other  joly  briddes  smolo.  6ao 

And  thus  he  walketh  to  solace 
Him  and  his  folk  ;  for  swetter  place 
To  pleyen  in  he  may  not  findc, 
Although  he  songhte  oon  in-til  Inde. 
The  althcr-fairest  folk  to  see  6^5 

Tliat  in  this  world  may  fcmnde  be 
Huth  Mirthe  with  him  in  his  route. 
That  folowen  him  alwayos  aboute.' 

When  Ydelncsse  bad  told  al  this. 
And  I  hadde  herkned  wel,  y-wis,  6no 

Than  seide  I  to  damo  Ydolncsse, 
*  Now  al-so  wisly  gml  mo  blessc, 
Sith  Mirthe,  that  is  so  fair  and  free. 
Is  in  this  yerdo  with  his  meynee, 
Fn*  thilke  ossombleo,  if  I  may,  <)^5 

Shal  no  man  wemo  mo  to-day, 
That  I  this  night  no  moto  it  m>e. 
For,  wel  wene  I,  ther  with  him  be 
A  fair  an<l  joly  companyo 
Fulfilled  of  alio  curtesye.'  640 

And  forth,  without  wonlos  mo. 
In  at  the  wikot  wente  I  tho, 
That  Ydclnoase  hadde  opened  me. 
Into  that  gartlin  fair  to  see. 
The  Garden. 

And  whan  I  was  [ther]in,  y-wis,         <>45 
Myn  hcrto  was  fal  glad  of  this. 
For  wel  won«lo  I  ful  sikcrly 
Have  been  in  panulys  ertli[c]ly  ; 
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So  fair  it  wwi,  thftt,  trtistc?th  wol, 

It  semcil  Up  pi&ca  tj^iHtneh  65U 

For  curtcB,  bj9  at  tny  dovya^ 

Ther  ia  no  plae©  in  pumdya 

So  ipxid  in  fut  to  dwclle  or  bc^ 

As  in  tliflt  G^mtij^,  thonglite  mo  ; 

For  thero  w&9  many  a  bri<?  flinging,     65*; 

TbrfKi^liimt  tLo  yorrlo  al  tli ringing, 

Tn  many  plAces  woro  ni^litiugulosi 

AliieSj  tincJios,  und  wcmI^whIcs, 

Thivt  in  hor  ewoto  song  tluljion 

Tn  tluLko  +plftce  aj  t]iey  habi^ipn-         66(i 

Ther  migHu  men  see  miiny  flokkea 

Of  turtles  and  [of]  luTeTokVes. 

Chalanudrefl  fdo  iaw  I  thei^, 

Tiiat  Tvory,  nigh  iVn-songen  were, 

Aiid  tlimitlea,  torinSj  ami  mavys,        665 

Tliat  songon  for  Uj  winno  bum  prriiT 

And  ©ok  to  iormmtnt«t  in  hir  song 

-Uliesfl  Dtiior  bndiioB  bptn  mxLonif, 

By  notp  madf}  fnir  Ber\Tsc 

These  briild*?s,  thiirt  I  you  de^-jTio  ;         670 

Tlit-y  af*n^  hir  song  m  fftirp  ttiid  wel 

Ag  ang{!l!i  dcK>n  asiiiritnel. 

Xm],  tmsteth  wt4,  whan  I  hem  horde, 

Full  Itifltily  and  wel  I  ferde  ; 

For  nert^r  yit  *wich  mtlodyo  675 

Vk'm  herd  of  rami  that  might^j  dy^^ 

S'ttirh  Bwtt4*  eong  wn*  hem  among, 

That  me  thomjhti 


Hadilo  opened^  and  me  let-en  In.  70a 

Prom  hennesforth  how  that  I  Tjrrotighte, 
I  slial  you  t^ileUn,  as  me  thonghte* 
Pirat^  whereof  Mi Jtho  served  ther^ 
And  oek  what  f<jlk  ther  with  him  wero» 
Withont(e]  lahte  I  wol  dc«cr3?T&  7135 

And  of  that  gnrdin  eek  m  blyve 
I  wol  yon  tellen  after  this. 
Tho  faire  faannn  ah  y-wis, 
That  wel  [y-JwTonght  was  for  tha  non^ 
r  may  not  teUe  y^m  al  at  ones  :  710 

But  aa  I  may  and  can,  I  shal 
By  ordro  t^Hcn  yon  it  aL 

Fnl  fair  uarvyse  and  eok  ful  nwote 
TheJM?  briddes  maden  OM  they  m&U*, 
Layes  of  love,  ful  wei  sffwning  715 

Tlioy  Bongen  in  hij*  jaigDning  ; 
Summe  hig^he  and  summe  eek  lowe  Bonge 
Upon  the  branntihoa  grene  y-sprwnge. 
The  sweBtnosso  of  hir  mokHl3'0 
Made  al  myn  herte  in  ^^TOvord.^'C*  7*f» 

And  whan  that  I  bnddo  h^rd,  I  trowo, 
Theaa  hriddea  einging  on  a  rows, 
Than  might*  1  not  withholds  mm 
That  I  n©  wfinte  in  for  to  soo 
Sir  Mirthe  ;  for  my  dosiring  p5 

Was  him  to  seen,  orer  alh?  things 
His  dounten&nnee  and  his  manere  : 
That  sigh  to  wiLs  to  mo  fnl  tietti. 
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iad  niftkt  in  wong  swieh  re&eininge, 

It  art  hir  unonder  wel  to  singe.  750 

Hir  Toif  fal  deer  was  and  fnl  swete. 

She  wa§  nought  mde  ne  nnmetOi 

Bot  eoathe  y-now  of  swich  doing 

Am  longeth  nnto  caroling : 

For  she  was  wont  in  every  place  755 

To  fingen  first,  folk  to  solace  ; 

For  singing  most  she  gaf  hir  to ; 

X(>  cnft  had  she  so  leef  to  do. 

Tho  mightest  thon  caroles  seen, 
And  folk  [ther]  dannce  and  meiy  heen,  760 
And  -fmake  many  a  £Eur  tonming 
rpon  the  grene  gras  springing. 
Ther  mightest  thou  see  these  flontoors, 
Minstrales,  and  eek  jogelours, 
That  wel  to  singe  dide  hir  peyne.  765 

Summe  songe  songes  of  Loreyne  ; 
F«»r  in  Loreyne  hir  notes  he 
Fol  swetter  than  in  this  oontree. 
Ther  was  many  a  timbestere, 
And  sayloors,  that  I  dar  wel  swere       770 
Coathe  hir  craft  fol  parfitly. 
The  timbres  up  fol  sotilly 
They  caste,  and  hente[n  horn]  ful  ofte 
('p«>n  a  tinger  fairc  and  softe, 
That  they  [ne]  layle<l  ncver-mo.  775 

Fnl  fetis  <hunis(.>l]es  two, 
Right  yonge,  and  fnlle  of  semlihede, 
In  kirtU'S,  and  non  other  wede. 
And  {aire  trejisMMl  every  tresse. 
Had  Hirthe  d<>on,  for  his  noblesse,        780 
Amidde  tho  carole  for  to  dannce  ; 
Bat  her-of  Ij-th  no  remcmbrannce, 
Hrtw  that  they  daunccKl  qneyntoly. 
That  *^in  w«»ldc  come  al  prively 
Aieayn  that  other  :  and  whan  they  were 
T'igidre  almost,  th<»y  tlirewe  y-fere       786 
Hir  mcmthes  ws  that  through  hir  play 
It  iEeme<i  as  thpy  kiste  alway  ; 
T«»  daancen  wfl  coudo  thpy,  tho  gyse  ; 
What  fihuldc  I  more  to  you  devyse  ?     790 
St*  +be<ie  I  never  thennes  go, 
\Vhyl£A  that  I  saw  hem  dannce  sa 
Cnrtesye. 
Upon  the  carole  wonder  faste 
I  Ran  biholde  ;  til  atto  laste 
A  lady  gan  me  for  to  espye,  795 

And  she  was  clepe<l  Cubtsstk, 
The  worshipful,  the  debonaire  ; 
I  pray  god  ever  falle  hir  fairo  ! 


Pnl  cnrteisly  she  called  me, 

*  What  do  ye  there,   beau  sire  ? »    quod 

she,  800 

*  Come  [neer],  and  if  it  lyke  yow 

To  dauncen,  daunceth  with  us  now.' 
And  I,  withoute  tarying, 
Wente  into  the  caroling. 
I  was  abasshed  never  a  del,  805 

But  it  me  lykede  right  wel 
That  Cnrtesye  me  doped  so, 
And  bad  me  on  the  daunce  go. 
For  if  I  hadde  durst,  certeyn 
I  wolde  have  caroled  right  fayn,  810 

As  man  that  was  to  dannce  bl3rthe. 
Than  gan  I  loken  ofte  sythe 
The  shap,  the  bodies,  and  tho  chores, 
Tho  countenaunce  and  the  maneres 
Of  alio  the  folk  that  daunced  there,      815 
And  I  shal  telle  what  they  were. 
Blirthe. 

Ful  fair  was  Mirthe,  ful  ong  and  high ; 
A  fairer  man  I  never  sigh. 
As  round  as  appel  was  his  face, 
Ful  rody  and  whj't  in  every  place.        Sao 
Fetys  he  was  and  wel  beseye, 
With  metcly  month  and  yCn  greye ; 
His  nose  by  mesure  wrought  ful  right ; 
Crisp  was  his  heer,  and  eok  ful  bright. 
His  shuldros  of  a  largo  bredo,  825 

Ajid  smalish  in  the  girdilstcde. 
He  semed  lyk  a  p<»rtreituro. 
So  noble  he  was  of  his  stature. 
So  fair,  so  joly,  and  so  fetys, 
With  limes  wrought  at  poynt  devys,    830 
Deliver,  smert,  and  of  gret  might ; 
No  sawe  thou  never  man  so  light. 
Of  borde  unnethe  hnddo  he  uo-thing, 
For  it  was  in  the  firsto  spring. 
Ful  yong  ho  was,  and  mor>'  of  thought. 
And  in  samj-t,  with  briddes  wrough*    836 
And  with  gold  bet  en  fetisly, 
His  body  was  clad  ful  richely. 
Wrought  was  his  robe  in  straunge  gyse. 
And  al  to-slitered  for  qucyntyse  840 

In  many  a  place,  lowe  anil  hye. 
And  sho<l  he  was  with  greet  maistrye, 
With  shoon  decoped,  and  with  laos. 
By  drueryo,  and  by  solos. 
His  leef  a  rosen  chapel  et  845 

Had  maad,  and  on  his  heed  it  set. 

And  wite  ye  who  was  his  leef? 
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Gladnease. 
Damo  GxjfcPxBB  iber  wna  him  so  Icef, 
That  fiingefli  30  wcJ  with  gbui  coratg^,^ 
That  from  i^o  waa  twelve  yeer  of  i&ge,  8511 
She  of  htr  love  gmnnt  him  ma^Ie. 
Sir  Mirtho  hir  hy  the  flTiger  h^de 
tin]  datiMin^,  and  nh@  him  also ; 
Orut  hnro  wuji  atwi^co  horn  two. 
Botho  wero  they  faire  and  bri|rhto  fif  hcwo; 
She  eeni^lfi  lyk  a  rtise  no  wo  856 

Of  colour,  and  hir  flesh  so  t^sndr©, 
That  with  a  hrero  Bmale  and  slo^dro 
ll<in  might^j  it  cluro,  I  dar  wial  ffloyiL 
Hir  ftirbopdi  frcjuucelijs  al  f  pifl^^i.        860 
Ben  to  were  bir  bmwea  two^ 
HJr  y^n  er*?yfi  ^nd  ^l^dde  aUo, 
That  lauj^htKlf}  ay  in  hLr  scunblannt, 
FLrat  qrtbe  month,  by  oovcnaant. 
I  fnoot  what  of  h  LT  no9o  desoryvo  ;       865 
Bo  fail-  liath  no  womman  alyvo  .... 
Hir  haar  was  ytdowe,  and  clei^r  sbyuing, 
I  wot  no  lady  m  [yking. 
Of  orfraya  f'reah  M^as  hir  gerland  ; 
I,  which e  s*^n  havo  a  thousand,  S^t 

San^h  nev^er,  y-wia,  no  gerln^xd  yit^ 
So  w^l  [y]-wroug^bt  of  &ilk  ae  it, 
And  in  an  OTor-erilt  saniyt 
Clad  Hb(?  wns,  by  grtt  del^-t. 
Of  wbicb  hir  Itiuf  a  r^dx?  werde,  S75 


Y-ixirtr^yd  and  y*wrftnght  with  flom««. 
By  djTcrs  medling  of  crdourea. 
FlouTftB  tber  wero  of  mAny  gy»s 
T-6et  by  compa^  in  Aissyse  *,  900 

Tber  hikkoii  no  flour,  to  my  domo. 
No  nought  BO  muehe  as  flonr  nf  bnima, 
No  vlolete,  no  eek  pervente, 
N©  flonr  non^  tJiat  man  can  on  tbonke ; 
And  many  a  mse-leof  fnl  long  ^^^^ 

Waa  ©ntflrmedled  thftr-among  ; 
And  also  on  hia  beed  waa  fiot 
Of  roaes  rede  n  ^hapolet. 
Bnt  night Lngalos*  a  fnl  gret  rout*. 
That  fly  on  ovor  bU  heed  abouta,  giii 

The  l©v©s  felden  as  the3'  flj-on  ; 
And  be  wait  al  with  hriddos  wzyon, 
Wttb  popinjay^  with  nightingale^ 
With  chalaunilre,  and  with  wodewalo, 
Wit  h  finch, wi  t  h  lark,  an  d with  anphanng*! 
Ho  Bcmodo  aa  he  were  an  aungel  916 

That  doun  wero  comen  fro  hevone  der©. 
Swete-Lolclng. 
Jjcive  bfljlde  with  him  a  bachelem, 
That  be  mndo  alwo^'os  with  him  be  ; 
SwETF^r^^Kiso  doped  was  he,  ^^1 

Tliifl  Imehelere  st+jod  hiholding 
The  danucOf  and  In  his  bond©  holding 
i  Turko  b^wea  two  hiuldo.  be> 
That  00 n  otbtm  wm  nf  a  trt^^j 
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For  al  was  gold,  men  mighte  it  Bee, 
Oat-take  the  fetheres  and  the  tree. 
Beantee. 
The  swiftest  of  these  arowes  fyve 
Out  of  a  howe  for  to  diyve,  950 

And  hest  [y]-fethered  for  to  flee, 
And  fedrest  eek,  was  oleped  Bkautxb, 

Simplesse. 
That  other  arowe,  that  hnrteth  lease, 
Was  oleped,  as  I  trowe,  Simplbssx. 

Frannchyse. 
The  thridde  cleped  was  FaAUircHTSK,    955 
That  fethered  was,  in  noble  wyse, 
With  valoor  and  with  cnrte^sre. 

Companye. 
The  fonrthe  was  cleped  Compjutts, 
That  hevy  for  to  fsheten  is ; 
But  who-so  sheteth  right,  y-wis,  960 

May  therwith  doon  gret  harm  and  wo. 

Fair-Semblaunt. 
The  fifte  of  these,  and  laste  also, 
FAfK-SEMBLAUKT  men  that  arowe  calle, 
The  leeste  grevotis  of  hem  alle  ; 
Tit  can  it  make  a  itil  gret  woonde,      965 
Bat  he  may  hope  his  sores  soande, 
That  hart  is  with  that  arowe,  y-wis ; 
His  wo  the  bet  bistowed  is. 
For  he  may  soner  have  gladnesse, 
His  langoar  ooghte  be  the  lesse.  970 

Fyve  arowes  were  of  other  gyse, 
That  been  fvd  foole  to  devyse ; 
For  shaft  and  ende,  sooth  to  telle, 
Were  al-so  blak  as  feend  in  helle, 
Pryde. 
The  first  of  hem  is  called  Pktdk  ;      975 
Vilanye. 
That  other  arowe  next  him  bic^e, 
It  was  [y}-cleped  Vilawyb  ; 
That  arowe  was  as  with  felonye 
EnTenimed,  and  with  spitoos  blame. 

Shame. 
The  thridde  of  hem  was  cleped  SHAine.  980 

Wanhope. 
The  foarthe,  Wahhopb  cleped  is, 

Newe-Thonght 
The  fifte,  the  Nbwr-Thought,  y-wis. 
These  arowes  that  I  speke  of  here, 
Were  alle  fyvo  fof  oon  manere, 
And  alle  were  they  resemblable.  985 

To  hem  was  wel  sitting  and  able 
The  fbole  croked  bowe  hidoo^ 

JB 


That  knotty  was,  and  al  roynoos. 

That  bowe  semede  wel  to  shete 

These  arowes  fyve,  that  been  onmete,  990 

Contrarie  to  that  other  fyve. 

Bat  though  I  telle  not  as  blyve 

Of  hir  power,  ne  of  hir  might, 

Her-after  shal  I  tellen  right 

The  sothe,  and  eek  signifiaanoe,  995 

As  fer  as  I  have  remembraance  : 

Al  shal  be  seid,  I  undertake, 

Er  of  this  boke  an  ende  I  make. 

Now  come  I  to  my  tale  ageyn. 
Bat  alderfirst,  I  wol  yoa  seyn  1000 

The  fasoan  and  the  ooantenaances 
Of  al  the  folk  that  on  the  daunce  is. 
The  God  of  Love,  jolyf  and  light, 
Ladde  on  his  honde  a  lady  bright. 
Of  high  piys,  and  of  greet  degree.       10Q5 

Beantee. 
This  lady  called  was  Bxaittks, 
t  As  was  an  arowe,  of  which  I  tolde. 
Fal  wel  [y>thewed  was  she  holde ; 
No  she  was  derk  ne  broan,  bat  bright, 
And  cleer  as  [is]  the  mone-light,         10x0 
Ageyn  whom  alle  the  sterres  semen 
Bat  smale  candels,  as  we  demen. 
Hir  flesh  was  tendre  as  dewe  of  floar, 
Hir  chore  was  simple  as  byrde  in  boar ; 
As  whyt  as  lilie  or  rose  in  rys  1015 

Hir  face,  gentil  and  tretys. 
Fetys  she  was,  and  smal  to  see ; 
No  twindred  browos  hadde  she, 
Ne  popped  hir,  for  it  neded  nought 
To  windre  hir,  or  to  peynte  hir  ought,  loao 
Hir  tresses  yelowe  and  longe  stxaughten. 
Unto  hir  holes  doun  they  raughten  : 
Hir  nose,  hir  mouth,  and  eye  and  choke 
Wel  wrought,  and  al  the  remenaunt  eke. 
A  fVil  gret  savour  and  a  swote  1035 

Me  fthinketh  in  myn  herte  rote, 
As  helpe  mo  god,  whan  I  remembre 
Of  the  fiisoun  of  every  mombro ! 
In  world  is  noon  so  fair  a  wight ; 
For  yong  she  was,  and  hewed  bright,  1030 
f  Wys,  plesaunt,  and  fet3r8  withallo, 
Oento,  and  in  hir  middel  smallo. 
Richesse. 

Bisyde  Beaute  yedo  Biohkbsx, 
f  An  high  lady  of  greet  noblesse,  * 

And  greet  of  prys  in  every  place.         103^5 
But  who-so  durste  to  hir  trespaoe. 
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Or  tllliij-  folk^  in  f  wivrtle  or  dc^a^ 
He  were  ful  liarily,  out  f*f  dredn ; 
For  botho  she  holpe  and  limdre  mftj : 
And  ttrnt  is  nouje^ht  of  jist«nifty  ic»4i> 

That  richfl  tolk  Imve  fql  Rret  might 
To  lieljw,  And  cck  to  grove  tt  wight. 
The  b«0tc  And  wettest  of  valonr 
Diden  HitihbAsc  ful  ^pt  b  on  out, 
And  hesy  wi?ren  hir  tn  serve  ;  1045 

lBV:>rthiit  ihoy  wolde  hir  love  d^^sorve^ 
Tbcy  cleped  hir  ''  Ladj,'  grpt*  and  sidaIIo  ; 
This  wydo  world  liir  (ir-odelh  alio  j 
Til  in  world  is  al  in  hir  daang*T<5, 
Hir  Cftnrt  Katb  many  a  Ifisengere,        105a 
And  maiiy  a  tmirtocir  envioue^ 
That  lioon  fnl  \n^f^'  and  cnriona 
For  to  disprciiten^  nnd  to  hlnnio 
That  best  deaervgti  lovo  nnd  nnjnc»* 
Bitbre  the  folk,  hem  t**  bigyli'ti,  1055 

Those  l^ieengerea  hem  pn'i|*3e,  and  smylen^ 
And  tbtis  iha  worM  with  word  anojTiteii ; 
Bnt  afterward  thoy  +prikko  and  jjoynleii 
The  folk  right  tn  tho  ban*  hoon^ 
Bjhindf}  liar  bnk  whan  they  lion  goon^ 
And  Ibiile  almte  the  ialkus  pryu,  1061 

Pill  many  a  worthy  man  and  wySt 
An  hundred,  hav^  [thi:*yl  don  to  dye, 
Tb{?so  loeenguresT  through  flat^ryo  ; 
And  mnketh  f^ilk  ful  fltranngc  be 


For  who-sn  Imr  tho  flt.(«in  »*>  bright. 
Of  venim  f  thnrte  him  no-thing  doutA^ 
Willie  he  tbo  st4>on  hodde  him  about*. 
That  sUion  was  |fr«^etly  for  to  loire,      1091 
And  til  a  richo  man  nee  hihore 
Worth  bJ  the  gob!  in  Borne  and  PryM^ 
Tho  mourdfttmt,  wought  in  noble  vyae. 
Was  of  a  stoon  (nl  pwHiiomi,  1095 

Tliat  wa«  BO  fyn  and  ^iprtuoua, 
Til  at  bool  a  man  it  conde  make 
Of  pmlflj^e^  and  of  tooth-ake. 
And  yit  the  fttoon  hndde  suehe  a  grnce^ 
That  he  was  eikor  in  every  place^         iioo 
Al  thilke  day,  not  blind  to  been. 
That  fasting  mighte  that  etoun  seetu 
The  barrea  were  of  gold  ftil  Qrne, 
V\vi%n  a  tiasn  of  eatyne. 
Fill  ht^-y,  greets  tvnd  nf>-thitig  light,   11C35 
In  e^-onch  waa  a  Iw^nnt- wight 

I'pfjn  tho  tressoiS  of  Richijfiso 
Was  aet  a  e4>re]<j,  for  noblesBOr 
Of  brcnd  g<dd,  that  ful  lighte  fthoon  ; 
So  fair,  trowe  I,  waa  ne^r  noon,         tiio 
Bnt  he  wer«i  eunnlng,  for  the  nones. 
That  conde  devysen  alle  the  stonoa 
Tho  t  in  that  cerole  she  wen  olere; 
It  is  ft  wonder  thing  to  h^e. 
For  no  mAti  condfi  ijreyflo  or  gcsse        1115 
Of  hem  the  valewo  or  richg&Sfc 
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To  betn  aqiujnted  with  Biohcaae ; 
Foralhisparpos,  asl  geese,  1140 

Wai  for  to  make  greet  dispeiiM, 
^ithonte  weming  or  defenca 
^  Biehease  might  it  wel  sostene, 
ind  hir  dispensee  wel  mayntene, 
And  liim  alwey  swich  plentee  sende   1145 
Of  gold  and  silver  for  to  spende 
Withoate  lakking  or  danngere, 
Am  it  were  poured  in  a  gamere. 
Largesse. 
And  after  on  the  dannce  wente 
laiuEasE,  that  setto  al  hir  entente     1150 
F\.*r  to  be  honourable  and  free ; 
Of  Alexandres  kin  was  she ; 
Hir  mocte  joye  was,  y-wis, 
Whan  that  she  3raf,  and  seide  *  have  this.* 
Xot  Avarice,  the  foole  captyf,  1155 

WuM  half  to  grype  so  ententyf. 
As  Largesse  is  to  jreve  and  spende. 
And  god  y-noogh  alwey  hir  sende, 
S«>  that  the  more  she  yaf  awey, 
The  miore,  y- wis,  she  hadde  alwey.       11 60 
Ortt  l<»os  hath  Largesse,  and  gret  pi^'S ; 
For  hothe  wj-s  folk  and  nnwys 
Were  h«>olly  to  hir  baondon  brought, 
Si>  wel  with  yiftes  hath  she  wrought. 
And  if  she  hadde  an  enemy,  1165 

I  tn>we,  tliat  she  conde  craftily 
Make  him  ful  sone  hir  freend  to  be, 
So  largv  of  yifi  and  free  was  she  ; 
Thcrforo  slie  stood  in  love  and  grace 
Of  richc  and  povre  in  evoiy  place.       1170 
A  ful  grct  fool  is  he,  y-wis, 
That  lM>the  riche  and  nigard  is. 
A  Icrd  may  liave  no  maner  vice 
That  greveth  more  than  a\'arice. 
For  nigard  never  with  strcngthe  of  bond 
May  winne  him  greet  lordship  or  lond. 
Firr  freendcs  al  to  fewe  hath  he  11 77 

To  doon  his  wil  perfourmod  be. 
And  who-so  wol  have  froendes  here, 
He  may  not  holde  his  trcsour  dcre.     1180 
For  by  cnaample  I  telle  this, 
Right  as  an  adamaunt,  y-wis. 
Can  drawen  to  him  sotilly 
The  yren,  that  is  leyd  thereby, 
Sj  draweth  folkes  hertes,  y-wis,  1185 

Silver  and  gold  that  yeven  is. 

Largesse  hadde  on  a  robe  fbesshe 
Of  richc  purpur  •)  Sarsinesshe. 


Wel  fourmed  was  hir  face  and  clere. 
And  opened  had  she  hir  colere ;  1190 

For  she  right  there  hadde  in  present 
Unto  a  lady  maad  present 
Of  a  gold  broche,  ful  wel  wrought. 
And  certes,  it  missat  hir  nought ; 
For  through  hir  smokke,  wrought  with 
silk,  1195 

The  flesh  was  seen,  as  whyt  as  mU\e, 
Largesse,  that  worthy  was  and  wys. 
Held  by  the  honde  a  knight  of  piys. 
Was  sib  to  Arthour  of  Bretaigne. 
And  that  was  he  that  bar  the  enseigne 
Of  worship,  and  the  fgonfonoun.  1201 

And  yit  he  is  of  swich  renoun. 
That  men  of  him  seye  faire  thingea 
Bifore  barouns,  erlos,  and  kinges. 
This  knight  was  comen  al  newely       1205 
Fro  toumeyinge  faste  by ; 
Ther  hadde  he  doon  gret  chivaliye 
Through  his  vertu  and  his  maistiye  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  his  lemman 
f  Had  caat  doun  many  a  doughtyman.  1210 
Fraunchyse. 
And  next  him  daunccd  dame  Fraun- 
chyse, 
Arrayed  in  ful  noble  gysc. 
She  was  not  broun  no  dun  of  hewe. 
But  whyt  as  snowe  y-fallen  newo. 
Hir  nose  was  wrought  at  poynt  devy8,iii5 
For  it  was  gentil  and  tretys ; 
With  eyen  gladde,  and  browes  bente  ; 
Hir  heer  doun  to  hir  hales  wente. 
And  she  was  simple  as  dowve  on  tree, 
Ful  debonairo  of  herte  wos  she.  1220 

She  durste  never  seyn  no  do 
But  that  [thing]  that  hir  longed  ta 
And  if  a  man  wore  in  distresso, 
And  for  hir  love  in  hovineasc, 
Hir  herte  woldo  have  ful  greet  piteo,  1J25 
She  was  so  amiable  and  free. 
For  were  a  man  for  hir  bistad. 
She  woldo  ben  right  sore  adrad 
That  she  dido  over  greet  outrage, 
But  she  him  holpe  his  harm  to  aswage ; 
Hir  though te  it  clles  a  vilanye.  «i3i 

And  she  hadde  on  a  sukkenye, 
That  not  of  +  hempen  hordes  was  ; 
So  fair  was  noon  in  alle  Arras. 
Lord,  it  was  rideled  fetysly !  1235 

Ther  nas  nat  foo  poynt,  trewely, 
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That  it  tjrw  in  hid  right  aBsyie. 

Fal  wdI  y-cloth*Kl  was  FrAimchyiBe ; 

For  th  CT  is  no  clr rth  sitteth  bet 

On  drtmiselle,  than  tloth  roket.  t  J4t* 

A  wutnmAn  iwel  more  fetira  U 

In  rokt?t  than  Id  Ri>t<ti  y-wipi. 

Th*  wbjTtCi  roktjt,  rnJel^Hl  falfOt 

f  Bitokened,  that  ful  clalxinRiro 

AfiLii  swote  was  sho  that  it  hero.  1^45 

By  hir  dauncod  a  bftchdere ; 
I  can  not  telle  yon  what  he  hipbtoi 
But  fair  be  was,  and  of  &ixm1  hightcj 
Al  hadd«)  hi)  be,  I  scty  no  moi^, 
The  lonlflfi  iouo  of  WindoHore.  12^ 

Curtesy  a. 

And  neott  that  daitnced  CuBTiMTit, 
That  praised  waa  cjf  lowo  and  hya, 
For  neither  prond  ne  fool  waa  ahc 
She  for  to  dniuico  calltid  me^ 
(I  praygtKi  yeve  hir  right  good  grace  !J  1355 
Whan  I  com  flrnt  inio  the  place. 
She  was  not  nyae^  ne  ontrageoiM, 
Bat  wyv  anil  war,  and  vertnooa, 
Of  fkif  e  Bpeche^  and  faLro  answc^re  j 
Waa  nev&r  wight  nu^toid  of  hero  ;       ij6o 
She  bar  no  rancour  t(»  nu  wight, 
Cleer  broun  bIio  waa,  and  therto  bright 
Of  facei  of  body  avenaunt  \ 
I  wot  no  lady  so  [>Iesaunt, 


Nyco  fihe  was,  bnt  ihe  ne  ment«  1185 

Noon  harm  ne  flight  in  hir  tintenta, 

But  only  lust  and  jolitoe. 

For  yongB  folk,  wel  witen  ye. 

Have  lit^?l  thought  but  <m  hir  play. 

Hir  l<?mnuiii  waa  bisydfl  alway,  1J90 

In  swich  a  g^'se,  that  he  hir  kisto 

At  alio  iymea  that  him  hsis^ 

That  al  the  daunce  mighfco  it  6oe  ; 

Tbey  make  no  ftirce  of  privietoG  ; 

For  who  fiijak  of  hem  yvel  or  wel,         t  jgs 

They  were  aahftmed  nover-a-dol, 

But  ta^n  mighte  soan  ham  kiEse  there, 

As  it  two  y^ngo  donve*  were^ 

For  yong  wua  thilk*  hacbelere, 

Of  Iwnute  wot  1  noon  hia  pere ;  ijoo 

And  ho  waa  right  of  ffwich  an  t%^ 

As  You  the  bifl  leef,  and  sn^'ich  curtfcge. 

The  lufity  folk  'ttbtu)  daaneed  there, 
And  also  other  that  with  hem  weav^ 
That  woren  alio  of  hir  raeyaee  ;  ijos 

Ful  honde  folk,  and  wys,  and  fpoe, 
Ajid  folk  of  fair  part,  trowoly, 
Ther  weren  alio  comnnly. 

Whan  I  hadd{»  seen  tbe  coontenauncoa 
Of  hem  that  ladden  thua  these  daunces, 
Tha^  hadd«!i  I  wil  to  g^Mrn  and  lee        15  ti 
Thii  gardin  that  ao  lyked  me^ 
And  lokf  Q  rm  these  faire  f  loreres. 
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^  at  a  braid  he  gan  it  bende, 
^  took  him  of  his  arowes  fyve, 
M  iharpe  and  redy  for  to  diyve, 
Kovgt)d  that  sit  in  magestee 
^  deedly  wonndes  kepe  me,  1340 

^90  be  that  he  fwol  me  shete ; 
y«  if  I  with  hifl  arowe  mete, 
It  fwol  me  gre\*en  sore,  y-wia ! 
Bnt  I,  that  no-thing  wiste  of  thi«, 
VTente  up  and  doon  fnl  many  a  wey,  1345 
And  he  me  folwed  faste  alwey ; 
Bot  Qfvwher  wolde  I  Veste  me. 
Til  I  hadde  al  the  fyerde  in  be. 
The  gardin  was,  by  mesoring, 
Sight  even  and  sqnar  in  compassing ;  1350 
It  was  as  long  as  it  was  large. 

The  Trees. 
Of  imyt  hadde  every  tree  his  charge, 
Bnt  it  were  any  hidons  tree 
Of  which  ther  w%j^  two  or  three. 
Ther  were,  and  that  wot  I  ful  wel,       1355 
Of  pomgamettes  a  fnl  gret  del ; 
That  is  a  fruyt  ful  wel  to  lyke. 
Namely  to  folk  whan  they  ben  oyke. 
And  trees  ther  were,  greet  foisonn, 
That  baren  notes  in  hir  sesonn,  1360 

Snch  as  men  notemigges  calle, 
That  Bwote  of  savour  been  withalle. 
And  lilemandres  greet  plentec, 
Figes,  and  many  a  date-tree 
Ther  weren,  if  men  hadde  nede,  1365 

Thrr>agh  the  fyerd  in  length  and  brede. 
Ther  was  eek  wexing  many  a  spjrce, 
As  clow-gelctfro,  and  licoryce, 
Gtngen.N  and  greyn  de  fiiaradys, 
Caneile.  and  8«*tewale  of  prys,  137U 

And  many  a  8|>ycc  delitable, 
T'»  eten  whan  men  ryse  fro  table. 
And  many  hoomly  trees  ther  were, 
That  peches,  coynes,  and  apples  here, 
Ifeillers,  plonmes,  peres,  chesteynes,   1375 
rheryse,  of  whiche  many  on  fayn  is, 
X'iCea.  aleys,  and  bolas, 
That  for  to  seen  it  was  solas  ; 
With  many  high  lorer  and  pyn 
Was  renged  clene  al  that  gordyn  ;       1380 
With  ciprea,  and  with  oliveres, 
Of  which  that  nigh  no  plente  hero  is. 
Ther  were  elmes  grete  and  stronge, 
Xaplea.  asshe,  ook,  ash,  planes  longe, 
Fyn  ew,  popler,  and  lindee  faire,         1385 


And  othere  trees  tal  many  a  payre. 

What  sholde  I  telle  you  more  of  it  ? 
Ther  were  so  many  tre€s  yit. 
That  I  sholde  al  encombred  be 
Er  I  had  rekened  every  tree.  1390 

These  trees  were  set,  that  I  devs^se, 
Con  from  another,  in  nssyse. 
Five  fadome  or  sixe,  I  trowe  so. 
But  they  were  hye  and  grete  also  : 
And  for  to  kepe  out  wel  the  sonne,      1395 
The  croppes  were  so  thikke  y-ronne, 
And  every  braunch  in  other  fknet, 
And  ful  of  grene  loves  'f'set. 
That  Sonne  mighte  noon  descende, 
Lest  [it]  the  tendre  grrasses  shonde.      i4(x) 
Ther  mighte  men  does  and  roes  y-see, 
And  of  squirels  ful  greet  plentee. 
From  bough  to  bough  alwey  loping. 
Conies  ther  were  also  plajang, 
That  comen  out  of  hir  claperes  1405 

Of  sondry  colours  and  maneres, 
And  maden  many  a  tumeying 
Upon  the  fresshe  gras  springing. 
The  Welles. 

In  places  saw  I  welleb  there. 
In  whiche  thor  no  frogges  were,  14  lu 

And  fair  in  shadwe  was  every  welle  ; 
But  I  ne  can  the  nombro  telle 
Of  stremes  smale,  that  by  de%'y8 
Mirthe  had  don  come  through  condys. 
Of  which  the  water,  in  renning,  14 15 

Qan  make  a  nojrse  iul  lyking. 

About  the  brinkes  of  thiso  welles, 
And  by  the  stremes  ovor-iil  clles 
Sprang  up  the  gras,  as  thikke  y-set 
And  softe  as  any  velu^t,  1420 

On  which  men  mighte  his  lemman  leye, 
As  on  a  fetherbed,  to  pleye, 
For  th'erthe  was  fol  softe  and  swete. 
Through  moisture  of  the  wclle  wete 
Sprang  up  the  soto  grene  gras,  1425 

As  fair,  as  thikke,  as  mister  was. 
But  muche  amended  it  the  place, 
That  th'erthe  was  of  swich  a  grace 
That  it  of  floures  had  i)lcnte. 
That  both  in  somer  and  winter  be.      14.U) 

Ther  sprang  the  violete  al  newe. 
And  fresshe  i>er\'inke,  richo  of  hewe. 
And  floures  yelowe,  wliyte,  and  rede  ; 
Swich  plentee  grew  ther  never  in  me<ie. 
Ful  gay  'v^'as  al  the  ground,  and  queynt, 
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And  poudrwi,  aa  men  bad  it  poynt,     1436 
WitU  meny  tt  ft-^h  and  gnndry  flour^ 
That  pftstcn  up  fol  goud  savqm** 

I  Wid  not  longB  holcle  you  iu  faUo 
Of  al  this  K»rdin  fdoUtable,  1440 

I  miwt  my  tinugci  stinton  ntxleT 
i^'or  I  no  uiiLy,  wittaiititim  dredi), 
NAOgbt  tell^n  you  thq  beauty  nl, 
Ke  li&If  the  baiintee  thtimwLthaL 

I  wontfl  on  right  houde  and  on  toft  1445 
Abouto  the  pljice  ;  it  ivita  not  left, 
Til  T  hadde  b1  the  f  jerdo  in  beon,, 
In  th«  tostroit  thikt  niL*n  iiilghte  seen. 
Anil  thus  whyle  I  wen  to  in  my  pley, 
Tlie  God  of  Lovio  me  ft^lo^i'^Hl  ay,  1450 

Eigrht  4^  aix  hunter  can  abydc 
Tho  bos  to,  tU  ho  socth  hk  tyd(» 
To  f  flhet«,  at  good  mos,  to  the  dere, 
Whan  that  him  u€<l(!th  go  uo  nore. 

Atitl  BO  hcfiL„  I  rratcd  mo  1455 

Bogy  do  a  woUot  under  n  trcMS, 
Whiijh  tree  in  Pmunctf  men  call  a  pyn. 
But,  flitb  tho  tymo  of  king  Pepyn* 
Ne  j^TQw  ther  tree  in  mjniTn^s  sigh  to 
So  Mr,  no  ao  wel  woxd  in  liiglit** ;       1460 
In  ft]  that  yordo  ao  hi^h  wa»  nrion. 
And  springing  in  j^  tttarbl^stoon 
HftJ  nature  sfit,  tha  sothm  t^^>  toUe, 
I'liiJer  thai  pi  ii-trei'  el  ^M-llq, 


BUe  hadde  in  horto  so  grot  wo,  1486 

Aud  took  it  in  so  grot  di^pyt, 
Tbot  she,  withoute  more  peapyt. 
Was  deed  uuoon.     But,  er  Bho  doyde, 
h\il  pitflualy  to  god  sho  preydo,  1490 

Thftt  proude-hortod  Narcisus, 
That  was  iu  love  bo  dftnngf!n>ust 
Mights  on  a  day  bon  hampTod  so 
For  lovo,  and  ijeen  ao  boot  for  w(*, 
That  never  he  mighte  joyo  ftttoyno  ;   1495 
Than  shulde  lie  fole  iu  every  veyne 
What  Borowo  trewo  lovorB  mftkctn, 
That  been  bo  frilaynalj  ftjjsivken. 

This  prayer  was  but  rvisonable, 
TboWor  ^od  held  it  ferme  and  stable :  i^mxi 
For  XajneLsos^  nhortly  i«  telle. 
By  aventitro  com  to  that  wello 
To  ntsto  bim  in  that  aliado^wing 
A  day,  whan  he  nom  fro  hunting. 
This  NftncsistW  had  saffr^d  paynos        1505 
Forjonning  alday  in  tho  plnynoB, 
And  was  for  thnrst  in  greet  distresfle 
Of  beto,  and  of  hia  worinesAB 
That  baddo  hia  breotb  almost  binomen, 
WIin-Ti  ho  WHS  to  that  wellc  y-comen,  15151 
Tliftt  ehadwed  wiis  with  bmunches  greuo. 
He  though  to  of  tbilke  water  shene 
Tf>  drinks  and  frofisbn  biju  wri  withttlle  : 
And  J^Hun  on  knc'^-s  ho  |;nu  t^»  foMc, 
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Aad  d^yde  within  a  litfd  space. 

And  tfaos  his  warisoiin  he  took 

Fur  the  Udy  that  he  forsook. 
Udjnas,  I  preye  ensample  taketh, 

Ye  that  ajeins  your  love  mistaketh  :  1540 

For  if  hir  deeth  be  yow  to  iryte, 
Ood  can  ftil  wel  your  whyle  qnyte. 

Whan  that  this  lettie,  of  whiche  I  iSeUo, 
Htd  tan^ht  me  that  it  was  the  welle 
Of  Xsrcisas  in  his  beantee,  1545 

I  pui  anoon  withdrawe  me, 
Whan  it  fel  in  my  remembiaonce, 
That  him  bitidde  swich  mischaonce. 

The  Welle. 
fiat  St  the  laste  than  thoaghte  I, 
Thst  scatheles,  ftd  sikerly,  155U 

I  mighte  onto  Thk  Wellk  go. 
Wherof  sholde  I  abasshen  so  ? 
Unto  the  wcUo  than  wente  I  me, 
And  doon  I  loated  for  to  see 
The  clcre  water  in  the  stoon,  1555 

And  eek  the  gravel,  which  that  shoon 
I>ovn  in  the  botme,  as  silver  fyn  ; 
Pur  of  the  welle,  this  is  the  fyn, 
In  world  is  noon  so  cloer  of  hewe. 
The  water  is  ever  fresh  and  newo        156(1 
That  welmeth  np  in  wawes  brighte 
The  mrmntance  of  two  finger  highte. 
Aboaten  it  is  gras  springing, 
For  moii^te  so  thikko  and  wol  lyking, 
That  it  ne  may  in  winter  dye,  1^6$ 

Xo  more  than  may  the  see  bo  drye. 

I^own  at  the  botme  sot  saw  I 
Twn  rristal  stones  craftely 
In  thilke  fresshe  and  faire  woUe. 
Bat  o  thing  soothly  dar  I  telle,  1570 

That  ye  wol  holde  a  greet  mervaylo 
Whan  it  is  told,  withonten  fayle. 
For  whan  the  sonne,  cleer  in  sightc. 
Cart  in  that  welle  his  hemes  brighte. 
And  that  the  beet  descended  is,  1575 

Than  taketh  the  cristal  stoon,  y-wis, 
Aearn  the  sonne  an  hundred  howos, 
Blewe,  yelowe,  and  rede,  that  fresh  and 

newe  is. 
Tit  hath  the  merveilotis  cristal  1579 

Swich  strcngthe,  that  the  place  overal, 
B<jthe  fowl  and  tree,  and  leves  greno, 
An<I  al  the  yerd  in  it  is  seno. 
And  for  to  doon  sroa  nnderstonde. 
To  make  ensample  wol  I  fonde  ; 


Right  as  a  mironr  openly  1585 

Showeth  al  thing  that  stant  therby, 
As  wel  the  colour  as  the  figure, 
Withonten  any  coverture ; 
Right  so  the  cristal  stoon,  shyning, 
Withonten  any  disceyving,  1590 

The  festres  of  the  yorde  accuseth 
To  him  that  in  the  water  museth  ; 
For  ever,  in  which  half  that  f  he  be, 
't'  He  may  wel  half  the  gardin  see  ; 
And  if  he  tume,  he  may  right  wel      1595 
Seen  the  remenaunt  overydeL 
For  ther  is  noon  so  litel  thing 
So  hid,  no  closed  Mrith  shitting. 
That  it  ne  is  seno,  as  though  it  were 
Peynted  in  the  cristal  there.  1600 

This  is  the  mirour  perilous. 
In  which  the  proude  Narcisus 
Saw  al  his  face  fair  and  bright, 
That  made  him  sith  to  lyo  upright. 
For  who-so  loke  in  that  mirour,  1605 

Ther  may  no-thing  ben  his  socour 
That  he  ne  shal  ther  seen  som  thing 
That  shal  him  lede  into  f  loving. 
Ful  many  a  worthy  man  hath  it 
Y-blont ;  for  folk  of  g^rettest  wit  1610 

Ben  sono  caught  here  and  uwayted  ; 
Withonten  respj't  been  they  bayted. 
Heor  comth  to  folk  of-newe  rage, 
Hoer  chaungoth  many  wight  corage  ; 
Heer  lyth  no  reed  ne  wit  thorto  ;  1615 

For  Venus  sone,  daun  Cupido, 
Hath  sowen  there  of  love  the  seed, 
That  help  ne  \yih  ther  noon,  no  reed, 
So  cerc'loth  it  the  welle  abouto. 
His  g^nnes  hath  he  set  withoute  1620 

Right  for  to  cacche  in  his  panteres 
These  damoysels  and  bachclcrcs. 
Love  will  noon  other  bridde  cacche. 
Though  he  setto  either  net  or  laccho.  16^4 
And  for  the  seed  that  heer  was  sowen. 
This  woUe  is  cleped,  as  wel  is  knowen. 
The  WoUe  of  Love,  of  vorray  right. 
Of  which  ther  hath  ful  many  a  wight 
Spoke  in  bokes  d^'vcrsely. 
But  they  shuUo  never  so  verily  1630 

Dcscripcioun  of  the  welle  here. 
No  eek  the  sothe  of  this  matere, 
As  ye  shulle,  whan  I  have  undo 
The  craft  that  hir  bilongcth  to. 

Alway  me  lykcd  for  to  dwelle,  i6j5 
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To  Been  the  crLst^l  i»  tb«i  weUe, 
That  ishpwwl  me  fnl  openly 
A  tbotusADi!  tUiagea  fs^Mt«  by. 
But  I  laHy  s^Ct  1*1  B^^  bonne 
Btood  I  to  loken  or  to  poara ;  1640 

For  flithen  [bftve]  I  sore  fsfykei, 
Thiit  miroQi'  buth  me  now  ontn'ked, 
Bnt  hjuld^  I  first  knowon  in  my  wit 
The  vert  us  and  [tbe|  ^^Bt^engtho  of  it^ 
I  nrilde  not  bfl,v«  lunBeil  there  ;  1645 

lie  bmlde  bet  Wn  oUo^ where  \ 
For  in  the  «nar«  I  ful  {iDoon, 
That  hath  f  bitraisahGd  nuuiy  ooil, 
The  Roflcr. 
In  thUke  mirour  saw  I  tho, 
Amujip  a  thousand  thini^ea  mo,  16^ 

A  BosKn  charged  ful  of  roses, 
That  \*ith  an  hei^go  aboute  onclos  ia 
Tlio  huil  1  swLch  Inst  and  envje, 
Tliftt^  iV>r  V&ry»  na  ftir  Piivyo, 
Kold^  I  have  left  to  gcwn  and  sec         i<>t^ 
Ther  grettsst  hepe  of  roees  be. 
Whan  T  wa^  with  thia  ruge  beat^ 
That  eaugiht  bath  many  n  man  and  Bbeut,  1 
TownM  tho  rrjser  fi;an  I  go.  , 

And  wlian  I  waa  uot  fcr  tberfro,  i(56o  , 

Tlifl  aavciur  of  tbe  to^cb  swoie 
Mo  minM.t  ri^ht  tp>  thii  ht-rte  rote, 


And  lest  it  greved  or  foT-thOTigIit« 
The  lard  that  tbilke  gardyn  wronghte. 
Of  njksea  w»re  ther  gret  woon, 
So  faina  fweie  never  in  roon. 
Of  kDoppea  cloft,  lomo  law  I  thera^       1675 
Anil  94»me  wel  boter  woxou  wore  ; 
And  Sf  jmo  ther  b«dn  of  other  tncvj^sonn, 
ThAt  dniwfl  nigh  to  hir  scjioun, 
Atid  tfpodde  hem  fn«to  for  to  sprodo  ; 
I  love  wel  fwiche  rosea  r^^  ;  t68tt 

For  brodo  rosea,  and  (^pen  also^ 
Ben  pmsed  in  a  day  or  two  ; 
But  knoppe*  wilen  frosaho  be 
Two  dny^a  att<j  leest,  or  three, 
Tho  knupjHiB  gretly  lyked  me,  16S5 

For  iatrer  may  ther  no  man  ao^ 
Who-Ho  mighte  havefn]  oon  of  aUe* 
It  oughto  him  been  ftil  loef  withalle^ 
Mighte  1  [a]  gcrhiinl  of  Ji<jm  g^teu. 
For  uo  rich  esse  I  wolde  it  Iet^«n,  i6q(* 

The  Knoppe. 
Among  TitE  x!:orFf:;B  I  chees  oon 
Bo  fair,  that  of  tho  remenaunt  noon 
Ke  pi^5*so  I  li^f  BO  vel  aa  it'^ 
Whftii  I  avys^  it  in  my  wit. 
For  it  m  wel  was  enlojnyned  1(195 

With  coloidT  reed^  am  wel  [yl^fyncd 
Ah  nature  contbe  it  make  faire, 
Antt  it  fhad  leves  wel  fonro  pftin?^ 
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Had  choaen  to  ententifly  1720 

Tlie  tbotoon,  more  anto  my  pay 
Hum  any  other  that  I  say, 
He  took  an  arowe  ful  sharply  whet, 
And  in  his  bowe  whan  it  was  set. 
He  streii^ht  ap  to  his  ere  drongh  1725 

The  stronge  bowe,  that  was  so  tough, 
And  shet  at  me  so  wonder  smerte, 
That  thmngh  myn  eye  onto  inyn  herte 
The  takel  smoot,  and  depe  it  wcnte. 
And  ther-with-al  such  cold  me  hente, 
That,  under  clothes  warme  and  softe,  1731 
fSith  that  day  I  have  chevered  ofle. 

Whan  I  was  hurt  thus  in  [that]  stounde, 
I  fel  doun  plat  unto  the  grounde. 
Myn  herte  failed  and  feynted  ay,         1755 
And  long  tyme  [ther]  a-swone  I  lay. 
&it  whan  I  com  out  of  swoning, 
And  hadde  wit,  and  my  feling, 
I  was  al  maat,  and  wendo  ful  wel 
Of  blood  have  loren  a  ful  gret  del.       1740 
But  oertes,  the  arowe  that  in  me  stood 
Of  me  ne  drew  no  drope  of  blood, 
For-why  I  found  my  wounde  al  dreye. 
Than  tiiok  I  with  myn  hondis  twoye 
The  arowe,  and  ful  fast  out  it  plight,  1745 
And  in  the  pulling  sore  I  sight. 
80  at  the  last  the  shaft  of  tree 
I  <lrough  out,  with  the  fethcrs  three. 
But  yet  the  hokeil  heed,  y-wis. 
The  whicho  Beau  tee  callid  is,  1750 

Oan  so  dei>e  in  mj'n  herte  passe. 
That  I  it  mighte  nought  araco  ; 
But  in  myn  herte  stillo  it  stood, 
.\1  blc<l<le  I  n<»t  a  drope  of  blood. 
I  was  Ifrthe  anguissous  and  trouble     1755 
For  the  peril  that  I  saw  double  ; 
I  niste  what  to  seye  or  do, 
Xe  gpte  a  leche  my  woundis  "f^o  ; 
Ffrt"  ni^ithir  thui^h  gras  ne  rote, 
Xe  hadde  I  help  of  hope  ne  bote.         1760 
Bat  to  the  iKitoun  cver-mo 
Myn  herte  drew  ;  for  al  my  wo, 
My  thought  was  in  non  other  thing. 
F«ir  had<Je  it  U-en  in  my  kcping, 
It  woldo  have  brought  my  \yt'  agayn.  1765 
r«flr  tcertcinly,  1  dar  wel  seyu, 
The  sight  only,  aiul  the  savour, 
AU>fB^i  niurhe  <»f  my  langour. 
Thsn  gsn  I  for  to  drawe  me 
Tuward  the  botoun  fair  to  see  ;  1770 


And  Love  hadde  gete  him,  in  fa  throwo, 

Another  arowe  into  his  bowe, 

And  for  to  shete  gan  him  dresse  ; 

The  arowis  name  was  Simplesse. 

And  whan  that  Love  gan  nyghe  me  nere. 

He  drow  it  up,  withouten  were,  1776 

And  shet  at  me  with  al  his  might. 

So  that  this  arowe  anon-right 

Thourghout  [myn]  eigh,  as  it  was  foundo. 

Into  myn  herte  hath  maad  a  wounde. 

Thanne  I  anoon  dide  al  my  crafte       1781 

For  to  draw  en  out  the  shafte. 

And  ther-with-al  I  sighed  eft. 

But  in  myn  herte  the  heed  was  left. 

Which  ay  encresid  my  desyre,  1785 

Unto  the  botoun  drawe  nere ; 

And  ever,  mo  that  me  was  wo, 

The  more  de63nr  hadde  I  to  go 

Unto  the  roser,  whore  that  grew 

The  fresshe  botoun  so  bright  of  hewe.  1790 

Betir  me  were  have  leten  be  ; 

But  it  bihoved  nedes  me 

To  don  right  as  myn  herte  bad. 

For  ever  the  body  must  bo  lad 

Aflir  the  herte  ;  in  wclo  and  wo,         1795 

Of  force  togidre  they  must  go. 

But  never  this  archer  wolde  iyno 

To  shete  at  me  with  all  his  pyne, 

And  for  to  make  me  to  him  mete. 

The  thridde  arowe  ho  gan  to  shete  1800 
Whan  best  liis  tyme  ho  mighte  espye. 
The  which  was  named  Curtesye  ; 
Into  myn  herte  it  dide  avale. 
A-swone  I  fcl,  botho  deed  and  i>alo ; 
Long  tymo  I  lay,  and  stiro<l  nought,  1805 
Til  I  abraid  out  of  my  thought. 
And  faste  than  I  avyscd  me 
To  drawe[n]  out  the  shafto  of  tree ; 
But  ever  the  heed  was  loft  bihinde 
For  ought  I  couthe  pullo  or  winde,     1810 
So  sore  it  stikid  whan  I  was  hit. 
That  by  no  craft  I  might  it  flit ; 
But  anguissous  and  ful  of  thought, 
I  +felte  such  wo,  my  wounde  ay  wrought. 
That  somone<l  me  alway  to  go  1815 

Toward  the  rose,  that  i)leased  me  so  ; 
But  I  ne  dursto  in  no  manere, 
Bicause  the  archer  was  so  nere. 
For  evermore  gladly,  as  I  nnle. 
Brent  child  of  fyr  hath  muche  drede.  i8a<> 
And,  cert  is  yit,  for  al  my  peyne. 
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Though  tlmt  I  sigh  yit  nrwi*  royne, 

And  pTfaindo  qimreb  ehnrpfl  of  stela, 

He  for  no  pa>iao  tUat  I  mi^ht  fde^ 

yit  might  I  not  mj'silt'  with-holde     1835 

Tlii?  faire  roser  to  hiholdp  ; 

For  Li>vei  me  jnf  sich  hnrdement 

For  to  fultilJo  his  comsianndoment 

Upon  my  foi^i  I  ronn  up  than 

Febla,  ft*  ri  forwoundid  man  ;  iSjo 

Ami  forth  to  gtm  [my]  might  I  sette, 

And  for  the  arciher  noldo  I  Ifttc. 

Toward  tho  roser  fust  I  drow  ; 

But  t homes  laharpc  mo  thiin  y-now 

Thi?r  wore,  nnd  also  thisttdfl  thikkc,    ifijj 

And  brDrea^  brimmo  for  to  prikke. 

That  I  n&  mighte  gete  grtice 

TJio  rowe  thomtH  tor  to  passe. 

To  Bene  the  roses  freeshe  of  hewe^ 

I  iiiu»t  a)iid«,  thotturh  it  me  rqw^t         iS4i> 

The  h^gD  nhont^  bo  thikko  wna^ 

Thai  ^luHtd  the  nrntSA  In  futtnpn^. 

Bat  o  thing  lyked  mo  rifi:ht  welu  ; 
I  was  BO  uygh,  t  niightti  f^le 
Of  the  botoiin  the  swot*  odoor^  1R45 

And  al30  st»  the  fressho  colour ; 
And  that  right  gretlj  lyke*!  ma, 
That  I  Ro  nwT  fit  mighto  see. 
ftich  jiivo  nniim  thf^r^f  hmido  T^ 


I  roug^ht  f>f  dothe  ne  oflyf^ 
Whither  I  hut  love  woldc  m*  dnrf 
If  me  a  murtLr  woldo  ha  make,  t^jS 

I  mi^ht  hi«  ptiwet  nought  fomak^ 
And  whyl  for  anger  thus  I  vvook, 
The  God  of  Iaivo  au  iLr<:twe  took  ; 
Fill  ^luLTp  it  waa  and  [Jul]  po^annt. 
And  it  was  rAllhl  FxiLir'Sumhln.untf       18B0 
Tho  wliit^h  in  no  wya  vol  unu^ntai 
Thut  any  lover  him  repents 
To  serve  hi^  Ityve  with  herte  fmd  alle, 
For  any  peril  thot  may  bifallo. 
But  though  thu  arw^  was  kena  ground* 
Ah  any  raaour  that  in  founds,  iiS6 

To  cutte  and  kerve,  nt  tiio  i^o^Tit, 
The  God  of  Love  it  hadde  anoynt 
With  a  precLouii  oynemeni, 
Somdel  to  yeve  aleggoment  rS^a 

Upon  the  wuundea  that  he  hail 
Through  the  body  in  m^^  ht?rto  maad, 
To  hd4>o  htr  soroit,  and  to  uure, 
And  tbflt  they  may  the  tet  endurev 
But  yit  this  arwt,  without*  more^        1I595 
Made  in  myn  herto  a  largo  sore, 
That  in  ful  gret  peyne  1  atsood 
Bat  ay  the  oynement  -wente  abrood  ; 
Throughout  my  ^oundea  large  and  wyde 
It  sprL'iMe  n In  nit'.'  in  overv  nydo  ;  icjuo 

■  hos  might 
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W  ffoAening  with  oynement ; 

It  toftned  here,  and  fprikked  there,  1925 

Iku  Me  and  anger  togider  were. 

Tlie  God  of  Love  deliverly 
Oom  lepand  to  me  hastily, 
And  wide  to  me,  in  gret  rape, 
^    '  Yeld  thee,  for  thou  may  not  escape !  1930 
Uij  no  defence  availe  thee  here ; 
Th«rfore  I  rede  mak  no  danngere. 
If  thoa  wolt  yelde  thee  hastily, 
Thoa  shalt  [the]  rather  have  mercy. 
He  is  a  fool  in  sikemesse,  1935 

That  with  daanger  or  stontnesse 

Bebellith  ther  that  he  shnlde  plese ; 

hi  tnch  folye  is  litel  ese. 

Be  meek,  wher  thon  mnst  nedis  bowe ; 

To  stryve  agesm  is  nought  thy  prowe. 

Come  at  ones,  and  have  y-do,  1941 

Tor  I  wol  that  it  be  so. 

Than  yeld  thee  here  debonairly.' 

And  I  answerid  fhl  hombly, 

'Gladly,  sir  ;   at  yonr  bidding,  1945 

I  wol  me  yelde  in  alle  thing. 

To  your  ser\'yse  I  wol  me  take  ; 

For  gud  defendo  that  I  shnlde  make 

Aftyn  yoor  bidding  resistcnce  ; 

1  wol  not  doon  so  gret  offence  ;  1950 

For  if  I  dide,  it  were  no  skile. 

Ye  may  do  with  me  what  ye  wile, 

Ssv#  <.r  spiUe,  and  also  sloo  ; 

Fn>  you  in  no  wyse  may  I  go. 

My  lyf,  my  deth,  is  in  your  hondo,      1955 

I  nay  not  laste  out  of  your  bonde. 

PVyn  at  your  list  I  yelde  me, 

Htrping  in  herte,  that  sumtymo  ye 

'''•nafort  and  eso  shnlle  me  sende  ; 

^>r  fUis  shortly,  this  is  the  cnde,         i960 

Withouten  helthe  I  moot  ay  dure, 

Bot-if  ye  take  me  to  your  cure. 

^^'^mfort  or  helthe  how  shuld  I  have, 

Sith  ye  me  hnrte,  but  ye  me  save  ? 

The  helthe  of  •f-lo%'cr8  moot  bo  founde 

^"h^r-ss  they  token  firsto  hir  woundo. 


And  if  ye  list  of  mo  to  make 
Yonr  prisoner,  I  wol  it  take 
Of  hCTte  and  wil,  fully  at  gree. 
R'Wlr  and  pleyn  I  yelde  me, 
^^thoute  f<pyning  or  feyntyse. 
To  be  ipDvemed  by  your  empryte. 
Of  yoo  I  here  so  much  prys, 
I  vol  ben  hool  at  yoor  devys 


1967 


1970 


For  to  fulfiUe  your  lyking  1975 

And  repente  for  no-thing. 

Hoping  to  have  yit  in  som  tyde 

Mercy,  of  that  [that]  I  abyde.' 

And  with  that  covenaunt  yeld  I  me, 

Anoon  doun  kneling  upon  my  knee,  1980 

Profering  for  to  kisse  his  feet ; 

But  for  no-thing  he  wolde  me  lete, 

And  seide,  *  I  love  thee  bothe  and  preyso, 

Sen  that  thjm  answer  doth  me  ese. 

For  thou  answerid  so  curteisly.  1985 

For  now  I  wot  wel  uttirly. 

That  thou  art  gentil,  by  thy  sxieche. 

For  though  a  man  fer  wolde  seche, 

He  shnlde  not  finden,  in  certejm. 

No  sich  answer  of  no  vileyn  ;  1990 

For  sich  a  word  ne  mighto  nought 

Isse  out  of  a  vilajms  thought. 

Thou  shalt  not  lesen  of  thy  speche, 

For  [toj  thy  helping  wol  I  echo. 

And  eek  encresen  that  I  may.  1995 

But  first  I  wol  that  thou  obay 

Fully,  for  thjm  avauntage. 

Anon  to  do  mo  hero  homage. 

And  8ith«(n]  kisse  thou  shalt  my  mouth, 

Which  to  no  vilajTi  was  never  couth  -«xx> 

For  to  aproche  it,  no  for  to  touche  ; 

For  sauf  f  to  chorlis  I  ne  voucho 

That  they  shullo  never  neigh  it  nore. 

For  curteys,  and  of  fair  monere, 

Wel  taught,  and  ful  of  gcntilnesse     2005 

He  muste  ben,  that  shal  mo  kisse. 

And  also  of  ful  high  fraunchyso, 

That  shal  atteyno  to  that  empryse. 

*  And  first  of  o  thing  warno  I  thee. 
That  peyne  and  grot  advorsitee  2t)io 

He  mot  endure,  and  eok  travaile. 
That  shal  me  serve,  withonto  faile. 
But  ther-agejms,  thee  to  comforte. 
And  with  thy  scrvise  to  dosporte. 
Thou  mayst  ful  glad  and  joyful  bo      2015 
So  good  a  maister  to  have  as  me, 
And  lord  of  so  high  renoun. 
I  bcro  of  Love  the  gonfanoun. 
Of  Curtesye  the  banore ; 
For  I  am  of  the  silf  manere,  2ox> 

Gentil,  curteys,  meek  and  free  ; 
That  who  [so]  ever  entontif  be 
Mo  to  honoure,  doute,  and  scr\*c. 
And  also  that  ho  him  observe 
Fro  trespas  and  fVo  vilanjre,  302^ 
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Aarl  Mm  froi-em©  in  ctirtesyo 

With  wfl  utid  with  onti^mrionn  , 

For  whati  bo  ^rst  ia  my  priiMmn 

Ifi  cauj^-ht,  thB.n  musto  h©  nttirly, 

Ym  theitnes-fortli  ftil  btsilyf  aogo 

Caste  him  g^ntil  fur  to  be, 

If  ho  def^rr*  hulpe  cjf  me.* 

AtifM>Ti  without  en  more  delays 
Withontpii  dj^unger  or  affraj', 
I  bicom  his  tniLti  anoon,  JO35 

And  gave  him  than^^a  mrtny  a  oon. 
And  kiieled  lionn  with  bondii  joynt^ 
And  made  it  in  my  |Kirt  fnl  f  qiioynt ; 
The  joye  WGntfl  trt  jnyn  bert«  rote, 
\^'lian  I  hiid  kissed  bis  month  ao  Bwrrte^ 
I  bftd  iicb  mirtlio  fuit!  si<?b  lykingi     ^^i 
It  cnrod  mo  of  lan^isshitig. 
He  n^kiil  of  mo  than  host&g&s  t — 
*  I  biivi?./  ho  Bj^ide^  *  ftnn  felo  bomsg^ 
Of  oon  and  otbefj  Trhero  I  hnTe  ha^n  J<i45 
+Disc*yvpd  otto,  Ttithout^n  wene» 
Tlieaii  fohmnfl,  fulle  of  falsiteo, 
Hava  ttiftnj*  Rytiiea  bigylor]  jjeic'i 
And  through  falshedqi  liir  Inat  fi^hevod^ 
Wborof  I  ropentfl  and  am  a^roTed.     JO^t* 
And  1  bom  gete  in  tny  diLungere^ 
Hir  falshed  fihnlifi  th^y  by*  fnl  dcnk 
But  for  I  lovo  thi^o^  I  ijcyu  tbe.e  pleyn^ 


Yo  have  thorftn  set  fiicli  Juatisp, 

That  it  ia  isvierreyd  in  many  wise. 

And  if  ye  douto  it  nolflfi  obeye. 

Ye  mny  therof  do  mako  a  keye^  jt»^ 

And  holde  it  with  yon  for  oetago*' 

*  Now  ccrtis^  this  is  noon  ontm^e,' 

Qnotb  Ltive^  '^  and  fully  1  »cc3'>ifd  ; 

For  <>f  thi;j  body  he  is  fnl  lotti 

That  bath  the  hert^  in  his  trosor ;      5085 

Outra^^ie  it  were  ttn  asken  mora** 

Than  of  hia  anmonor  be  drough 
A  Utel  koyts,  fttya  y-nough, 
Whirb  TFBH  of  gold  poliasbeil  cleref 
And  soido  to  me,  ^  With  tbia  kej'e  here 
Tbyn  herte  to  me  now  wol  I  shette  ;  jogi 
For  rI  my  jowoliiB  loke  and  kuetta 
I  binde  under  thia  lit*l  keye^ 
Tliat  no  wight  may  carye  aweya  j 
This  kej  e  is  f td  of  grot  poeste/  io<j5 

With  which  auoon  he  tout  hid  me 
Undir  tho  ayde  ful  Softoly,, 
Thflt  ho  myu  h<5Tte  aodcynly 
Without  [al]  «»oy  bad  Rper«d^ 
Thai  yit  right  nought  it  batli  me  derCfL 
Whau  hf^  had  doon  his  wil  al-ont,       xmi 
And  I  hiul  put  hini  out  of  dont, 
^  Siz^t^  I  Reide,  ^  I  lia^e  right  gret  willi 
Your  lu£t  anil  idcsannco  to  fuljille^ 
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Wher^o  they  b«  olde  or  grene ; 
Thoa  shalt  be  holpen,  at  'wordis  fewe. 
For  certoynly  thou  shalt  "wel  shewe    2130 
Wher  that  thoa  aervest  with  good  wille, 
For  to  compliMhen  and  fnlfille 
Hjcomaiindementis,  day  and  night, 
Whiche  I  to  lovers  yeve  of  right.' 

'Ah,  sire,  for  goddis  love,'  said  I,     2135 
'Erje  passe  hens,  ententifly 
Yoor  comanndementis  to  me  ye  sayi 
And  I  shal  kepe  hem,  if  I  may ; 
For  hem  to  kepen  is  al  my  thought. 
And  if  so  bo  I  wot  them  nought,        2140 
Than  may  I  [sinnej  nnwitingly. 
Wherft»re  I  pray  you  enterely, 
Wnh  al  myn  hcrto,  me  to  lere, 
That  I  trespasse  in  no  manere.' 

The  god  of  love  than  chargid  me     2145 
Anooo.  as  ye  shal  hero  and  see, 
Word  by  word,  by  right  empiyso, 
So  as  the  Bomanoe  shal  devyse. 

The  maister  losith  his  tyme  to  lere, 
^^'han  the  disciple  wol  not  here.         2150 
It  it  but  veyn  on  him  to  swinke, 
That  on  his  leming  wol  not  thinko. 
Whiv^o  lust  love,  let  him  entende, 
F<'r  now  the  Br>mance  fginneth  amende. 
X'<w  is  good  to  here,  in  fay,  2155 

If  any  be  that  can  it  say, 
.\nd  poynte  it  as  the  resoun  is 
S*t :  for  other-gate,  y-wis. 
It  thai  nought  wel  in  alle  thing 
B»-  brought  to  good  undirstonding ;    2160 
Ff*r  a  reder  that  pojmtith  illo 
A  go'id  sentence  may  ofte  spille. 
Tl)€  bo4>k  is  good  at  the  ending, 
Hssd  of  newe  and  lusty  thing ; 
For  who-sn  wol  the  ending  here,         2165 
Tb*  crafte  of  love  he  shal  now  lere. 
If  that  he  wol  so  long  abydo, 
TU  I  this  Romance  may  unhydc, 
.^'1  iin«lo  the  signiiiaunce 
*  *(  this  <lreme  into  Bomaunce.  2170 

The  snthiastnesse,  that  now  is  hid, 
Wiih«»at  coverture  shal  be  kid, 
Whan  I  undon  have  this  dreming, 
Wh«rin  no  word  is  of  lesing. 

'  Vilany,  at  the  biginning,  2175 

I  *ol'  -f  sayd  Love,  *  over  alio  thing, 
Th«in  leve,  if  thou  wolt  [not]  be 
FUs.  and  trespasse  ageynes  me. 


I  ctirse  and  blame  generally 

AUe  hem  that  loven  vilany ;         ,      2180 

For  vilany  makith  vilajn, 

And  by  his  dedis  a  cherle  is  seyn. 

Thise  vilajms  am  without  pitee, 

Frendshipe,  love,  and  al  bounte. 

I  nil  receyve  fto  my  servyse  2185 

Hem  that  ben  vilayns  of  empryse. 

*  But  undirstonde  in  thjm  entent. 
That  this  is  not  myn  entendement. 
To  depe  no  wight  in  no  ages 
Only  gentil  for  his  linages.  2190 

But  who-so  [that]  is  vertuous, 
And  in  his  port  nought  outrageous, 
Whan  sich  oon  thou  seest  thee  bifom. 
Though  lie  be  not  gentil  bom. 
Thou  mayst  wel  seyn,  this  is  fa  soth,  2195 
That  he  is  gentil,  bicause  he  doth 
As  longeth  to  a  gentilman  ; 
Of  hem  non  other  demo  I  can. 
For  certeynly,  withouten  drede, 
A  cherle  is  domed  by  his  dede,  2200 

Of  hye  or  lowe,  as  ye  may  see, 
Or  of  what  kinrcde  that  he  be. 
Ne  say  nought,  for  noon  yvel  wiUe, 
Thing  that  is  to  holden  stille  ; 
It  is  no  worship  to  misseyo.  2205 

Thou  mayst  ensample  take  of  Kcye, 
That  was  somtyme,  for  misseying, 
Hated  bothe  of  olde  and  ying  ; 
As  fer  as  Gaweyn,  the  worthy, 
Was  preysed  for  his  curte^',  2210 

Keye  was  hat«d,  for  he  was  fel. 
Of  word  dispitous  and  cruel. 
Wherforo  be  wyso  and  aqueyntable, 
Goodly  of  word,  and  resonablo 
Botlie  to  Icsso  and  eok  to  mar.  2215 

And  whan  thou  comest  thcr  men  ar, 
Loko  that  thou  have  in  custom  ay 
First  to  salue  hem,  if  thou  may  : 
And  if  it  fallo,  that  of  hem  som 
Salue  thee  first,  be  not  dom,  2220 

But  quj-te  him  curtcisly  anoon 
Without  abiding,  er  they  goon. 

'  For  no-thing  eek  tliy  tunge  applye 
To  speko  wordis  of  ribaudye. 
To  vilayn  speche  in  no  degree  2225 

Lat  never  thy  lippe  unbounden  bo. 
For  I  nought  holde  him,  in  good  feith, 
Curte>-8,  that  foule  wordis  seith. 
And  alle  winmien  serve  and  preyse, 


24 


^$e  (Stomaunf  of  <$e  (g^Bt. 


[Fraq: 


B. 


And  to  thy  pcjwor  hir  honomr  royBO-    iiyj 
And  If  that  an}'  miBBayprfl 
DiflipysG  wiinmcn,  th:it  thdu  moyst  Ucre, 
Blame  htm,  a^dbiddoliiin  holtk^lilm  stille. 
And  set  thy  mi^ht  and  nl  thy  wiUo 
Wimmen  tijui  luJciic^3l  for  t^  plee^^         3355 
And  to  <lo  tbing  that  m^  hem  c«e, 
Tlmt  they  ever  speke  gtiod  of  thee, 
Fnr  so  thou  nmyat  bt-gt  prtj'SWd  h^. 

'■  Lcike  fro  pryile  thou  kepo  tho^  wole  ; 
Wot  thnn  mftVErt.  Iws^thfi  prrr^i'yi'if  and  folo, 
Thn,t  pryd^j  is  botho  fnly  and  sinne  ;    JJ4I 
And  ho  that  in^'do  hath,  limi  withittne, 
No  mny  hh  hcrto,  in  no  wyne^ 
Mc^kon  ne  eotjpleu  to  jKjrvyao. 
For  pH'do  ia  foqndc,  10  «fv*>ry  part^     ^345 
Dmtmric  nnto  Lovoa  art. 
And  ho  that  Ji:>veth  trcwely 
ShaldG  hiDTi  cflntcne  jolily^ 
Withotiten  pry  do  id  son  dry  TPyae, 
And  him  di^KyscMi  in  qneyntyse.  33^ 

For  qaoynt  arrity,  u-ithfinten  drede^ 
Ia  northing  prutid^  who  takith  liedo ; 
For  freKh  lu-ray^  as  men  may  sw, 
Withonton  pi^do  may  oi\e  bo. 

'  Mnyntono  thy-silf  nftir  thy  rottt^    23$$ 
Of  roljo  and  eek  of  gamflment ; 
F-.r  iTiany  sythb  fair  rlothinff 


And  Int  Tin  filth 0  npcm  Ihc^  hty.  ^j*' 

Tliy  naiks  blak  if  tbon  mnyst  see, 

Yoidp  it  awey  dqliverly. 

And  kemb<*  tbyn  heed  rig-ht  joUlj-. 

f  Furd  not  thy  viaaff*?!  in  no  wyse,        aJ% 

For  that  of  htve  is  not  th'^mpryse  ; 

For  Jove  doth  haten^  bm  1  finde, 

A  beaute  ibnt  cometh  not  of  kinds, 

Alwey  in  herto  I  rede  the* 

Glad  and  mcry  for  to  ho^  s^qp 

And  bo  air  joyful  fua  thoa  ean  ; 

L<ive  htith  no  joye  of  sorowf^l  mui. 

Tbflt  yvpl  is  ftil  of  ourtfltyo 

Til  at  -f  luuhwith  in  his  lUAladyvi ; 

F'*r  over  of  Ifiye  tlie  &ilui(!<i!^  §sq$ 

1$  nicj*nd  n-ith  gTvote  and  bittortii?£ii^. 

The  snro  of  love  is  merroilooa  ; 

For  now  tJio  h:»vi?r  [Is]  joyous, 

Now  can  ho  ployu**!  now  ctm  ho  urtmo, 

Now  can  he  sitigeUf  now  tnol^en  mone. 

T*i-dAy  Iio  plf?ynpth:  for  bp^nefiset        J3jOt 

To-morowe  bo  tpley^th  for  jolynesfo. 

The  l^^-f  i>f  love  is  ftil  contniria, 

Which  stoundoiuelo  can  oflo  vwie. 

fJut  if  thon  canst  [so  ni]  niirthis  msko,  2.v>5 

Hmt  men  in  gre*  wol^  plitdly  take, 

Do  it  goodly,  I  eomAniide  th*fo  ; 

For  men  sliolde^  wber-Bo-^Tcr  they  Tup, 
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In  his  jiflee  more  large  and  free 

Than  cherlei  that  been  not  of  loving, 

For  who  ther-of  can  any  thing, 

He  thai  be  leef  ay  for  to  yeve,  2335 

In  fLufves  lore  who  bo  wolde  leve ; 

f«T  he  that,  through  a  todeyn  sight. 

Or  for  a  kining,  anon-right 

T«f  hool  hia  herte  in  wille  and  thought, 

•Ind  to  him-silf  kepith  right  nought,  3340 

Aftir  ftwich  yift,  is  good  resoun. 

He  y«ye  his  good  in  abandoun. 

'Xow  wol  I  shortly  here  reherce. 
Of  that  [that]  I  have  seid  in  verse, 
Al  the  sentence  by  and  by,  3345 

In  vnrdis  fewe  compendiously. 
That  thou  the  bet  mayst  on  hem  thinke, 
Wh«ther-so  it  be  thou  wake  or  winke ; 
¥<ff  [that]  the  wordis  litel  grevo 
A  man  to  kepe,  whanne  it  is  breve.     2350 

'Who-so  with  Love  wol  goon  or  ryde 
He  mot  be  curteys,  and  void  of  pryde, 
Herr  and  fulle  of  jolite, 
AliI  of  largesse  alosed  be. 

'  First  I  jojme  thee,  here  in  penannco, 
That  ever,  withoute  ropentaunce,        2356 
Tb<ra  set  thy  thought  in  thy  loving, 
T't  laitte  withoute  repenting  ; 
And  thenke  upon  thy  mirthis  swete. 
That  shal  folowe  aftir  whan  ye  mete.  2360 

'  .\nd  for  thou  trewe  to  love  shalt  be, 
I  Vol,  and  [eek]  comaundo  thee. 
That  in  mt  place  thou  sette,  al  hool, 
Thyn  herte,  withouten  halfen  dool, 
For  trecherie,  "jdn  sikcmesse  ;  2365 

Fnr  I  lovede  never  doublcnesse. 
Tm  many  his  herte  that  wol  depart, 
£n:nche  shal  have  but  litel  part, 
fiat  of  him  drede  I  me  right  nought. 
That  in  00  place  settith  his  thought.  2370 
TbeiffMre  in  00  place  it  sette, 
And  M  it  never  thcnnes  flette. 
For  if  th<»u  yevest  it  in  lening, 
I  hoLd»  it  bat  a  wrocchid  thing : 
Th*rf«*re  yeve  it  hool  and  quyto,  2375 

And  thim  shalt  have  the  more  merito. 
If  it  be  lent,  tlian  aftir  soon. 
The  biAmtee  and  the  thank  is  doon  ; 
Bat.  in  Im-e,  free  yeven  thing 
B<qayrith  a  gret  guerdoning.  2380 

Trr«  it  in  yift  al  quit  fully. 
And  make  thy  yift  debonairly ; 


For  men  that  yift  [wol]  holde  more  dere 

That  yeven  is  with  gladsome  chere. 

That  yifl  nought  to  preisen  is  2385 

That  man  yeveth,  maugre  his. 

Whan  thou  hast  yeven  thyn  herte,  as  I 

Have  seid  thee  here  [al]  openly. 

Than  aventures  shuUe  thee  fallo, 

Which  harde  and  hevy  been  withialle.  2390 

For  ofte  whan  thou  bithenkist  thee 

Of  thy  loving,  whernso  thou  be. 

Fro  folk  thou  must  depart  in  hy. 

That  noon  perceyve  thy  malady, 

But  hyde  ihyn  harm  thou  must  alone,2395 

And  go  forth  sole,  and  make  thy  monc. 

Thou  shalt  no  whyl  be  in  00  stat. 

But  whylom  cold  and  whylom  hat ; 

Now  reed  as  rose,  now  yelowe  and  fade. 

Such  Borowe,  I  trowe,  thou  never  hade ; 

Cotidicn,  ne  [yit]  quartesme,  2401 

It  is  nat  so  ful  of  peyno. 

For  ofte  tymes  it  shal  falle 

In  love,  among  thy  peynes  alle, 

That  thou  thy-self,  al  hoolly,  2405 

Forj'eten  shalt  so  utterly-. 

That  many  tymes  thou  shalt  be 

Stillo  as  an  image  of  tree, 

Dom  as  a  stoon,  without  storing 

Of  foot  or  bond,  without  sx>eking  ;       2410 

Than,  sone  after  al  thy  i>oyne, 

To  memorie  shalt  thou  come  ageyn, 

A[8]  man  abasshcd  wondro  sore, 

And  after  sighen  more  and  more. 

For  wit  thou  wel,  withouten  wene,     2415 

In  swich  astat  ful  oft  have  been 

That  have  the  yvcl  of  love  assayd, 

"VNTior-th rough  thou  art  so  disnmyiL 

*  After,  a  thought  shal  take  tliec  so, 
That  thy  love  is  to  fer  thee  fro  :  242t> 

Thou  shalt  say,  "  Oo<l,  what  may  this  bo. 
That  I  ne  may  my  lady  see  ? 
Mync  herte  aloon  is  to  her  gt). 
And  I  abydo  al  sole  in  wo. 
Departed  fro  myn  owne  thought,         2425 
And  with  myne  eycn  see  right  nought. 
Alas,  mjTi  eyen  fsendo  I  no  niiny, 
My  carcftil  herte  to  c<m'vay ! 
Mj-n  hertes  gjdo  but  they  be, 
I  praise  no-thing  what  ever  they  see.  2430 
Shul  they  abyde  thanno?  nay ; 
But  goon  fvisjio  without  delay 
That  myn  herte  desyreth  so. 
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For  certcjTily^  but-if  they  gfl, 

A  fiwil  my-6olf  I  may  wel  bolde,  J455 

Whfui  I  nfl  seo  It  hat  myn  h&rta  woldo. 

^Vhertbre  I  wol  gon  hfir  to  iecn^ 

Or  ciotl  »hal  I  never  been, 

Rnt  I  iiiivc  gnm  tokening." 

Then  goet  thmi  forth  "without  dw«IIi;n^  ; 

Btit  ortij  thon  fayleiit  of  thy  de^yre,     3441 

Er  tbott  ninyst  cum©  hir  any  nere, 

And  WB5tc!Tt  in  vayn  thy  pn«sn^. 

Thiitif  fjillc^t  thon  in  a  newe  nvge  ; 

For  want^  of  siglit  thon  ginnest  momo. 

And  homward  pensif  doot  return e,      J446 

In  ffPGGt  miadiepf  than  shalt  thou  bo, 

For  than  oga^rtk  shal  cotna  to  thee 

Sigh  eg  ana  plcynteSt  ^th  newe  wo^ 

That  no  icchin^  i^rikketh  so,  2450 

Who  wot  it  noni^ht,  he  muy  go  lore 

Of  h«in  timt  hyen  love  bo  dere. 

'  No-thinfl-  th^Ti  hertp  appesen  uiajy 
That  oft  th cm  wolt  gt>oa  and  assiiy, 
If  thou  mayst  fieen^  by  aventiir&i  1455 

Tliy  lyvBS  joy,  tbyn  hertis  cure ; 
!4o  that,  by  grace  if  thou  might 
Attcytie  of  biE  tf»  have  a  aight^ 
Tiian  shalt  thon  doon  non  other  dede 
But  with  that  sight  thyn  oyen  fode.  J4&1 
That  faire  frcah  whan  thon  ma>-st  af?*?, 
Thyn  berte  shal  bo  rai.Ta3hc4  bg> 


Tbenlce  al-da.v  on  hir  fairh^Sf 

Whom  thou  biheldo  with  sc»  good  willti  ; 

And  holda  tbysatf  higykMl  Ule,  ^S6 

That  thoQ  no  luiddest  nou  h<u^nt«(nt 

To  ahe^6  hir  ought  of  thyii  e^otent, 

Tlijm  hcirtq  ful  sore  thou  wolt  diapysev 

Au^l  <Hsk  repreve  of  cowardyso*  H^ 

Tlu^t  thou*  HO  dnlle  in  eveiy  tbing^ 

Wuro  doui  for  drede,  witb*uit  spekingf 

Thou  shalt  eek  thenke  thon  didest  fotf, 

That  thon  wert  hir  Bo  fa^to  by, 

And  durst  not  Anutre  thue  t-o  say        J45S 

S«:tm*thing.  er  thou  cftUi  awrty ; 

For  thou  baddi^t  no  more  wonne, 

To  Bpeke  of  hir  whau  tbou  bigxiune  : 

But  tyif  she  woldo»  for  thy  ev-k^ 

In  aimcjl  gi>™Jlj  thee  IjAve  take,  fjno 

It  sbnlde  hovo  be  more  'worth  to  thos' 

Tlian  of  trosonr  greet  plentee, 

'  Thus  BhaJt  thon  mome  and  Mc  eom- 
plc^-n, 
And  gt'te  eucheaoun  to  goon  agcyn 
Unto  I  by  walk,  <*r  to  thy  plO'ce,  J*ws 

Wbfjre  thoq  bibiiid  hir  Heahly  faoa. 
And  uevcr^  for  fhla  anipoocionii|. 
Tliou  woldi^t  findfi  occasioun 
F>r  to  gou  unto  bir  bons. 
Sii  art  thou  thanuo  dcJ irons  ^10 

A  sight  of  hir  for  to  ha 


al 
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AoB  ibfth  Ibvsrvte  jit  wmdcS.  rc^ 

te^thoQ  dele  vitk  traebcfTc 

For  &lfl  lovers  m<m»  wl  f'.lr^ 

Scjn.  whtt  bcm  lost.  ■tih^JuAan  ^nds;. 

Tlwybetod^bleinlurfikhe^e:      2e;»r 

Fortli«jinli«rc»ctniriet£«e=Jk«  aiLis^ 

And  wjB  another,  in  Lir  sptks^ 

.iD<i  vkan  thy  mptxh*  is  «z.i>i  aL 

Rjl^t  thus  to  thc«  it  sh^  Yifal : 

If  anj  irord  than  vxat  %•>  irixlF.        X5&5 

TVat  thoQ  to  g^ye  hart  I«A  ICLZr^ie. 

TliAn  thoQ  shalt  brvz^^  is.  %..njti,  sArtTr : 

F-c  thoQ  ehalt  brec^>p  as  arr  ^r. 

Tbii  is  the  strrf  ac4  «k«  tL^  afErar. 

.\ji4  the  baxail  thax  lassrth  aj.  x^o 

This  Imnppya  eii«i«  i&ay  rjtvcr  take. 

fist-if  that  the  thj  pw«  vil  isake^ 

'  And  wiuua  the  ni^t  is  c•>aM^r.  asioa 
A  thooiand  anfrBS  iLal  c<c=«e  xj«^ 
T>> l«dde as £Bst  th--^  vo£s  the*  dic^T.  £«s 
Whtf«  thrwa  shalt  L&re  let  ieaI  d«^  : 
F'*  vfaan  th'»a  w*^i**5  f>r  t-*  fl^j*. 

J*t.Tte  ii  ihr  Itf-i-i*  aS-zt*  fci  wr-it. 

.^■l  ta*e  frJ  ^-ft*  '-n  *rerT  fj  i*  :        "rS> 

X-w  d.fwnward  gn^e,  aii  i:ow  rprifil. 

Aid  val*-«ve  in  wi.»  the  1-  -lOp*  rJ^^  : 

Tivt:*  armis  fhalt  th.-.«  »y  rt**  a^c«*ie. 

Af  can  in  w-:  rre  w*r*»  ■*f-"rw*rT*y-L 

Tloa  »hal  th**  r^  me  a  i^rr-esilflraatce 

•  *(  Lir  fthaf^  ard  Lir  fexsl  Ia'::r.<«        sffyi 

^tTTrt  n-o  «-'th-r  xcar  W  p*re- 

AM  wite  th'va  w.-l.  with-  -ct«  were, 

TUrTh*e*La2  -^w^rae. »«  =.tTT=.etL»t  ni^% 

TU:  th'fli  Lart  iiir.  tl:At  is  •»>  Vri^t,  2x73 

XftkM  }hvt-nr  thrn  arm**  th*Te, 

-U  tKhfuzz.'^s^  as  th'-ci^  it  were. 

71'«  iLslt  zsake  castels  than  in  Spayne. 

.\il  drv-me  '^f  j- ■?••»,  al  l-at  in  rajte. 

An-l  thee  'Itrlyten  •*t  rij^t  ii'-^azht.       7*75 

^Varl  th-«a  *»  ft2"mr«-rt  in  that  th'^oj^Lt. 

T^t  is  «n  fv<^t«  and  delitaUe. 

TLf  wbicL,  in  f«th.  nis  \m  a  faUe. 

F  r  it  x>e  shal  £••  wLrle  Uste. 

TVa&  lialt  th«  4  n^be  and  v«rpe  faste.  jc^ 

AM  my,  -  Iier*'  jr-i-  «"hat  thin|f  is  this  ? 

^r  -irrxc^  is  rame«l  al  amis. 

^•.;.  L  was  f  J  swtrte  and  apparent. 

Be*,  sow  I  wake,  it  is  al  shent 


TwiBLTT  TTSbas  T3VIL  a  okj 

Fes  aZJficprs.  w»tL  atr  j*fT^ 

Ii  anatii  3ia»  ?zl  nf  >«wfil  -LXf^mDrt 

A-  j.ci  T  wiT  i^  jsF  3iis  SitiTnr^ 


72*»  fiAT  .  Wnti»  Zff  BtTJirt  B**- 

^TtT-I  I  I-T»  rL  iJr  anirts  rw*. 
Hrr  iifcrar  i#  iisr'Z-  wnijinr-sa.  w^czmf.  . 
Hj  4^ tig  rxreK  fil  '&:*  I  aif  =»*,. 
Bn  w  ii*  Lf;»re  a--  »:  I  —-yr"^ 

Kt  y«*7:n*  w^re  ^-sr:  rjt  m't^.Zy 
\~»£  ',<•  £r*«n  a  t't  ^-g  ask*  I  . 
I  *  is  cin  ^  ex.  azL:  i  wroir  ww=irx. 


He  r:»:*:«J  1 

Aii  I  zr*  wm  wiukt  ^ 

I  *=.  »>  f  «•  Tca  -i^  tifr  w»T : 

F  r  I  w:ii*  LaTt  izl  rn*,  }7k:ry 

A^  i  fzl  ET^n  ^tt  -  <f  Iww  tlirx. 

F.-r  w  Oii  fti»*_  -^  Lzr  r?r.T£Iz..i*je. 

Ti^:"!!  <rM=.  =»c».  =.*  '-'Zlt  k-?!i»».  rrr* 

-"  w«ff*  t'T.  ^.-T  a  r?v*t*  r^-?ri.»rz- 

S-tl-K^  '<f  al  r.T  fiassr  «=:i. 

B::-  ft  i*  l^kri  :■•  ^  z=.*.  ti*r:  - : 

Al  is  l*rs  f  -It  that  I  i o. 

>••  i.irL  I  La-Tr  mxr  L*r:e  wr,  rvr 

W  i.er'r  I  EJiT  n.>  ?*:df".*^  p=t. 

-I  n  '-^  wLer  I  Srv  w^I  rr  ::  •zri.:  : 

B- 1  tiis  I  "»■■  *  w*I :»:  ^r  tl  --^ht, 

T:.At  ;•.  w*re  ^Wt  'i  Lir  al  •  -. 

F  r  t--  rrinte  cr  w-..  and  =..•::.  j-^a-* 

A  1  ke  '-a  Tnr^  r-oa?:  g-.-ilv. 

-^T'.^r.  i"T  \'*  Lav*^.  al  rtt^rlr. 

C»f  an-'ther  al  b««>l  the  pUr. 

A  !  I-ri  !  whifr  I  shal  Vrie  the  iay 

That  ever  she  shal  n;r  la-iy  S:  •  j^jc 

Hv  is  fnl  rure-l  that  may  Lir  se^. 

A  !  p-1 :  whan  sha!  the  dawi^inj:  sprinjc? 

T  •  -ly  ti-os  is  an  anirry  thir.p  ; 

I  Lave  no  j«>ye  thus  hfre  to  ly 

Whan  that  my  Kvre  is  n«*i  me  by.         j^an 

A  man  t*'^  lyen  hath  pret  dijsose, 

^Vliich  may  n«"*t  slepe  ne  reste  in  e«»w 

I  w.:.Me  it  dawt'<d.  and  were  n«»w  day. 

Ai.d  that  the  nijrlit  w*n?  wtr.t  .-iway  ; 

Fi'r  were  it  day.  I  wolde  npryse  x»^< 
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A  I  dowe  E!onD#,  sliew  thyn  enpiyie  ! 
Bt>e><ifl  thpo  to  9jir«do  thy  baicus  briglit^ 
And  ohaco  the  dorknosse  nf  tbe  night, 
Tn  imtt^  awny  the  Btcnandos  stroni^f 
Which  in  me  hioten  td  to  longe."        3640 

■The  ni^^ht  shalt  tlion  cftntene  ao, 
Witbonte  rest,  in  peyne  ancj  wo  ; 
If  over  tboQ  knewe  of  Ioyo  distra^ae^ 
Thon  shrtlt  mowe  lorne  In  that  fiiknene. 
And  thna  enanriner  ahalt  thrm  Ij,        3645 
And  lyBO  on  morwo  np  erly 
Oat  of  thy  bodde,  and  hameys  theo 
Er  ever  dawning  thou  mnyst  seo* 
Al  privily  than  shatt  ihoq  goon, 
What  fwedpT  it  bo,  thy-«ilf  alot>n,       2650 
Ffir  reyn,  or  )uiyl,  for  Hnow^  for  fUeft^^, 
Thider  pho  dw^Uith  that  is  BO  fivretet, 
Tlio  which  nxp^y  I'allc?  nidi^'pd  lie. 
And  theiikitb  but  litel  np<>n  thee. 
Til  an  Bhfllt  then  goon,  fnl  fonJo  ttford ;  3655 
Loki^  if  the  gnt«  lie  nuRperd, 
And  wnitu  without  in  wo  and  peyn* 
Fol  yvel  n-colde  in  win  do  and  re^'n. 
Than  shal  thou  go  the  dore  bifore. 
If  thon  maiKt  fynde  any  wfire,  2660 

Or  bide,  nr  reft,  what  ever  it  wetw  ', 
Til  (in  flhalt  thon  fft^inp**,  and  lay  t*i  ere, 
If  tlmv  within  a-slepe  bei 
I  mon<>,  n]]i'  save  thv  Imiv  frw. 


Ttion  shalt  v#l  by  thy-jwlfo  0«e 
That  thou  uitist  nedis  aasayi'd  b*3. 
For  men  that  abjipo  hem  other  w^ 
Fairly  her  lailies  to  hltti^,  J69U 

It  J  a  no  wonder  though  they  be  fa.t ; 
With  false  othaa  hir  lov«*  they  gat  j 
For  oft  I  eee  sncho  loaengeourB 
Fatter  than  ahbatis  or  prionni. 

*  Yet  with  o  thing  I  thee  charge,      26^^ 
That  ia  i*>  Beye,  that  tbon  be  largo 
Fnt<^  the  mayd  that  Mr  doth  eerra, 
Ko  lieBt  hir  thank  tbon  abalt  deficn^cu 
Yevo  bir  yiiles,  and  get  hir  grace> 
For  atJ  thon  may  [hir]  t  hank  pnt^haceiaTOO 
That  flhe  thee  worthy  holde  and  free. 
Thy  lady,  and  aile  that  uuty  the^  sqcv 
Also  hir  Hervanntes  worshipe  ay, 
And  pleao  a«  mnrho  as  thou  may  ; 
Gret  gw>d  tlirough  hom  may  comototheOt 
BicMiiue  with  hir  they  been  prira.        3706 
They  shal  hir  telle  how  they  thee  fand 
Curti^iH  and  wya^  and  wel  doand* 
And  aha  shal  preyse  [theel  wol  tbi*  fmare. 
Lf>ke  out  of  Ion  do  thou  bo  not  -Kart?  ;  j^m 
And  if  such  cause  thon  bav<*,  that  thee 
Biboveth  fgon  ont  of  eontree, 
Levo  hnol  tbyn  hert^  in  hostage, 
Til  ib-fH  accyn  make  thy  paBsage^ 
Think  time  to  fi&e  thft  swete  thii 
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A  nan  lotvth  more  tendirly 

lU  thing  that  he  hath  bought  most  dere. 

Tor  irite  thoa  wel,  withoaten  were,    2740 

Li  thuk  that  thing  is  taken  more, 

fbr  viiich  a  man  hath  snffired  sore. 

CKto,  DO  wo  ne  may  att^yne 

Tato  the  sore  of  loves  peyne. 

Xon  yvel  therto  ne  may  amonnte,       2745 

So  uofe  than  a  man  [may]  connte 

TU  dropes  that  of  the  water  be. 

for  diye  as  wel  the  grete  see 

Tboa  mightist,  as  the  harmes  telle 

Of  hem  that  with  Love  dwelle  2750 

In  iery>-8e  ;  for  peyne  hem  sleeth, 

And  that  ech  man  wolde  flee  the  deeth, 

And  tn>we  they  shnlde  never  escape, 

Xen  that  hope  coathe  hem  make 

Glsd  as  man  in  prisoon  set,  2755 

And  may  not  geten  for  to  et 

Bot  barly>breed,  and  watir  pure, 

And  lyeth  in  vermin  and  in  ordure ; 

With  alle  this,  yit  can  he  live, 

Oojd  h(»pe  soch  comfort  hath  him  jrive, 

Which  maketh  wene  that  he  shal  be  2761 

BeliTeresd  and  come  to  liberte  ; 

In  fortune  is  [his]  folio  trust. 

Th'jQgh  he  lye  in  strawe  or  dust. 

In  hope  is  al  his  sustejming.  3765 

And  to  for  lovers,  in  hir  wening, 

Whiche  Love  hath  shit  in  his  prisoun  ; 

Owid-Hope  is  hir  salvaciuun. 

Good-Hope,  how  sore  that  they  smerte, 

Yeveth  hem  botbe  wille  and  herte      2770 

To  pnifre  hir  body  to  martyre  ; 

for  Hfjpe  so  sore  doth  hem  dcsyre 

To  tniTre  ech  harm  that  men  devyse, 

For  jiryt?  that  taflir  shal  aryse. 

'  Hifpc,  in  desire  [to]  cacche  victorie ; 
In  Hope,  of  love  is  al  the  glorie,  2776 

f*v  H<»pe  is  al  that  love  may  yivo  ; 
^'ere  Hope,  ther  shulde  no  lover  live. 
Bl»««id  lie  Hoiks  which  with  desyre 
Anonneth  lovers  in  such  manere.      2780 
Gortl-Hope  is  curteis  for  to  plose, 
Toktpe  I'A-ers  fn»m  al  disesc. 
I'op^  kepith  his  lond,  and  wol  abyde, 
^"rany  peril  that  may  bctyde  ; 
f'T  Ht»pe  to  lovers,  as  most  cheef,       2785 
l>"th  hrm  endure[n]  al  mischeef ; 
Hop«  it  her  help,  whan  mister  is. 
And  I  thai  yevo  thee  eek,  y-wis, 


Three  other  thingis,  that  greet  solas 
Doth  to  hem  that  be  in  my  las.  2790 

*  The  fir8t[e]  good  that  may  be  founde, 
To  hem  that  in  my  lace  be  bounde, 

Is  Swete-Thought,  for  to  recoide 
Thing  wherwith  thou  canst  aocorde 
Best  in  thjm  herte,  wher  she  be ;         2795 
f  Thought  in  absence  is  good  to  thee. 
Whan  any  lover  doth  complejme. 
And  liveth  in  distresse  and  peyne. 
Than  Swete-Thought  shal  come,  as  blj^ve, 
Awey  his  angre  for  to  dryve,  280U 

It  makith  lovers  have  remembraunoe 
Of  comfort,  and  of  high  plosaunce, 
That  Hope  hath  hight  him  for  to  winne 
For  Thought  anoon  than  shal  biginne. 
As  fer,  god  wot,  as  he  can  finde,  2805 

To  make  a  mirrour  of  his  minde ; 
For  to  biholde  he  wol  not  lette. 
Hir  person  he  shal  afore  him  sette, 
Hir  laughing  eyen,  persaunt  and  clerc, 
Hir  shape,  hir  fourme,  hir  goodly  chere, 
Hir  mouth  that  is  so  gracious,  281 1 

So  swete,  and  eek  so  saverous  ; 
Of  alle  hir  fotures  ho  shal  take  hede, 
His  eyen  with  alle  hir  limes  fede. 

*  Thus  Sweto-Thenking  shal  aswago  2815 
The  peyne  of  lovers,  and  hir  rago. 

Thy  joye  shal  double,  withoute  gosse, 
Whan  thou  thenkist  on  hir  semlincssc, 
Or  of  hir  laughing,  or  of  hir  chore, 
That  to  thee  made  thy  lady  dere.        2820 
This  comfort  wol  I  that  thou  take ; 
And  if  the  next  thou  wolt  forsake 
Which  is  not  lesso  saverous, 
Thou  sliuldist  +been  to  daungerous. 

*  Tho  sccoundo  shal  bo  Sweto-Speche, 
That  hath  to  many  oon  be  leche,         2826 
To  bring©  hem  out  of  wo  and  were, 

And  helpe  many  a  bachilero  ; 

And  many  a  lady  sent  socouro, 

That  have  loved  par-amour,  2831) 

Through  spoking,  whan  thoy   mighten 

here 
Of  hir  lovers,  to  hem  so  dore. 
To  fliem  it  voidith  al  liir  smerte. 
The  which  is  closed  in  hir  hi'rte. 
In  licrte  it  makith  hem  glad  and  light, 
Spoohe,  whan  they  mowo  have  sight.  2836 
And  thcrforo  now  it  cometh  to  minde 
In  oldo  dawes,  as  I  finde, 


30 


ZU  (gi^mawtU  ef  i$t  (Stoee. 


[FkAOMKVT  6. 


Thmt  derkis  writen  that  kir  knewe, 

Ther  was  a  lady  fresh  of  hewe,  3S40 

Which  of  hir  lore  made  a  son^. 

On  him  for  to  remembre  amon^. 

In  which  she  seide,  **  Whan  that  I  here 

8peken  of  him  that  is  so  dere. 

To  me  it  Toidith  al  [my]  smerte,  264$ 

Y-wis,  he  sit  so  nere  myn  herte. 

To  speke  of  him,  at  eve  or  morwe, 

It  coreth  me  of  al  my  sorwe. 

To  me  is  noon  so  hi|^h  plesaonoe 

As  of  his  persone  daliaonoe.'*  38s5u 

She  wist  fnl  wel  that  Swete-Speking 

Comfortith  in  ttd  mnche  thing. 

Hir  love  she  had  fill  wel  assayed, 

Of  him  she  was  fdl  wel  apio'^ ; 

To  speke  of  him  hir  jo3re  was  set.         3855 

Therfore  I  rede  thee  that  thou  get 

A  felowe  that  can  wel  ooncele 

And  kepe  thy  counsel,  and  wel  hele, 

To  whom  go  shewe  ho<dly  thyn  herte, 

Bothe  wele  and  wo,  joye  and  smerte :  2860 

To  gete  comfort  to  him  thon  go, 

And  privily,  between  yow  two, 

Ye  shal  speke  of  that  goodly  thing, 

That  hath  thyn  herte  in  hir  keping ; 

Of  hir  beante  and  hir  semblannce,      286$ 

And  of  hir  goodly  ooontenaonce. 

Of  al  thy  state  thou  shalt  him  sey, 

And  aske  him  connseil  how  thon  may 

Do  any  thing  that  may  hir  plese  ; 

For  it  to  thee  shal  do  gret  ese,  2870 

That  he  may  wite  thon  trost  him  so, 

Bothe  of  thy  wele  and  of  thy  wo. 

And  if  his  herte  to  love  be  set, 

His  companye  is  mnche  the  bet, 

For  resonn  wol,  he  shewe  to  thee        2875 

Al  uttirly  his  privite  ; 

And  what  she  is  he  loveth  so, 

To  thee  pleynly  he  shal  undo, 

Withoute  dredo  of  any  shame, 

Bothe  telle  hir  renoun  and  hir  name.  a88o 

Than  shal  he  forther,  ferre  and  nere, 

And  namely  to  thy  lady  dere, 

In  siker  wyse ;  ye,  every  other 

Shal  helpen  as  his  owno  brother, 

In  trouthe  withoute  donblenesse,        2885 

And  kepen  cloos  in  sikemesse. 

For  it  is  noble  thing,  in  fay, 

To  have  a  man  thou  darst  say 

Thy  prive  counsel  every  del ; 


For  that  wol  comfort  thee  right  wel,  389U 
And  thou  shalt  holde  thee  wel  B.jmyed^ 
Whan  such  a  freend  thon  hast  assayed. 

*  The  thridde  good  of  greet  oomforfe 
That  yeveth  to  lovers  paoet  disport, 
Comith  of  sight  and  biholding,  2895 
That  depid  is  Swete-Loking, 

The  whiohe  may  noon  ese  do, 

Whan  thou  art  fer  thy  lady  fro ; 

Wherfore  thou  prese  alwey  to  be 

In  place,  where  thou  mayst  hir  ae.      2900 

For  it  is  thing  most  amerous, 

Most  delitable  and  saverous. 

For  to  aswage  a  mannes  torowe, 

To  sene  his  lady  by  the  morowe. 

For  it  is  a  All  noble  thinge  3905 

Whan  thyn  eyen  have  meting 

With  that  relyke  precious, 

Wherof  they  be  so  desirous. 

But  al  di^y  after,  ooth  it  is. 

They  have  no  drede  to  faren  amis,      apio 

They  dreden  neither  wind  ne  reyn, 

Xe  [yit]  non  other  maner  peyn. 

For  whan  thjm  eyen  were  thus  in  blis, 

Yit  of  hir  ourtesye,  y-wis, 

Aloon  they  can  not  have  hir  joye,       9915 

But  to  the  herte  they  [it]  oonvoye ; 

Part  of  hir  blis  to  him  fthey  sende, 

Of  al  this  harm  to  make  an  ende. 

The  eye  is  a  good  messangere. 

Which  can  to  the  herte  in  such  manere 

Tidyngis  sende,  that  [he]  hath  seen,    2921 

To  voide  him  of  his  pejmes  oleen. 

Wherof  the  herte  reioyseth  so 

That  a  gret  party  of  his  wo 

Is  voided,  and  put  awey  to  flight.        2925 

Bight  as  the  derknesse  of  the  night 

Is  chased  with  derenesse  of  the  mone. 

Bight  so  is  al  his  wo  ftd  sone 

Devoided  dene,  whan  that  the  sight 

Biholden  may  that  fresshe  wight        29511 

That  the  herte  desyreth  so. 

That  al  his  derknesse  is  ago ; 

For  than  the  herte  is  al  at  ese. 

Whan  they  seen  that  [that]  may  hem  plese. 

*  Now  have  I  fthee  dedared  al-out,  2935 
Of  that  thou  were  in  drede  and  dont ; 
For  I  have  told  thee  fdthftdly 

What  thee  may  curen  utterly, 

And  alle  lovers  that  wde  be 

Feithful,  and  fol  of  stabilite.  294a 
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Oood-Hope  Alwe J  kepe  hy  thy  «yde, 
iad  Sweto-Thonght  make  eek  abjde, 
Snto-Lokinc  luid  Svrete-Speehe ; 
Of  tUe  tliyn  karmes  they  shal  be  leche. 
Of  aruy  thoa  thalt  have  greet  plesatince ; 
If  tkoa  oanit  byde  in  rafferaimce,      2946 
Aad  terre  wel  vithont  fejmtysef 
ThoQ  thalt  be  quit  of  thyn  exnpryae, 
With  more  goerdounf  if  that  thou  liye ; 
Bot  al  thif  tyme  this  I  thee  yive.'       3950 

The  Ood  of  Love  whan  al  the  day 
Had  taoght  me,  as  ye  have  herd  say, 
And  enfoarmed  compendiooslyi 
He  Taniahed  awey  al  sodejmly, 
And  I  alone  lefle,  al  sole,  1955 

i      So  fnl  of  oompleynt  and  of  dole, 
I      ?« 1  taw  no  other  man  ther  me  by. 
I      Ky  voondes  me  greved  wondirly ; 
Xe  for  to  cnren  no-thing  I  knew, 
^v«  the  botoun  bright  of  hew,  3960 

^ron  was  set  hooUy  my  thought ; 
Of  other  comfort  knew  I  nonght. 
But  it  were  through  the  Gkni  of  Love ; 
I  knew  nat  elles  to  my  bihove 
That  might  mo  ese  or  comfort  gete,    2965 
Bnt-if  he  wolde  him  entermete. 

The  roser  was,  withonte  donte, 
H'jied  with  an  hegge  withonte, 
As  ye  to-fom  liave  herd  me  seyn ; 
And  fast  I  bisied,  and  wolde  fayn        2970 
Have  posacd  the  haye,  if  I  might 
^Te  feten  in  by  any  slight 
I  nto  the  botoun  so  fair  to  see. 
Bat  ever  I  dra<lde  blamed  to  be, 
If  men  wolde  have  suspeccioun  2975 

That  I  wolde  of  entcncioun 
Han  ftole  the  roses  that  thor  were  ; 
Therfore  to  entre  I  was  in  fere. 
Hot  at  the  last,  as  I  bithought 
^Mhfr  I  aholde  passe  or  nought,     2980 
I  law  com  with  a  gladde  chere 
To  me,  a  lusty  bachelcre, 
^«ood  stature,  and  of  good  hight, 
And  Bialaooil  forsotho  he  hight. 
Sine  he  was  to  Curtesy,  2985 

And  he  me  graunt«d  ful  gladly 
The  paaaage  of  the  outer  hay, 
Aad  aeide :— •  Sir,  how  that  ye  may 
^W,  if  [it]  your  wille  be. 
The  fresahe  roeer  for  to  see,  299a 

^  ye  the  swete  aavonr  fele. 


Your  f  warrant  may  [I  boj  right  wele  ; 

So  thou  thee  kepe  fro  folyo, 

Shal  no  man  do  thee  vilanye. 

If  I  may  helpe  you  in  ought,  ^995 

I  shal  not  feyne,  dredeth  nought ; 

For  I  am  bounde  to  your  servyse, 

Fully  devoide  of  fejmtyse.' 

Than  unto  Bialacoil  saide  I, 

'  I  thank  you,  sir,  ful  hertely,  3000 

And  your  biheest  [I]  take  at  gree. 

That  ye  so  goodly  profer  me  ; 

To  you  it  Cometh  of  greet  fraunchyse. 

That  ye  me  profer  your  servyse.* 

Than  aftir,  ful  deliverly,  3005 

Through  the  breres  anoon  wente  I, 

Wherof  encombred  was  the  hay. 

I  was  wel  plcsod,  the  soth  to  say, 

To  see  the  botoun  fair  and  swoto, 

So  fresshe  spronge  out  of  the  rote.      3010 

And  Bialacoil  me  served  wel. 
Whan  I  so  nygh  me  mighte  fele 
Of  the  botoun  the  swete  odour, 
And  so  lusty  hewed  of  colour. 
But  than  a  cherl  (foulo  him  bityde  !)  3015 
Bisyde  the  roses  gan  him  liyde, 
To  kopo  the  roses  of  that  roser, 
Of  whom  the  name  was  Daunger. 
This  cherl  was  hid  there  in  the  greves. 
Covered  with  grasse  and  with  loves,   3020 
To  spye  and  take  whom  that  he  fond 
Unto  that  roser  putte  an  bond. 
He  was  not  sole,  for  ther  was  mo  ; 
For  with  him  were  other  two 
Of  wikked  manors,  and  yvel  fame.      3025 
That  oon  was  clepid,  by  his  name, 
Wikked-Tonge,  god  yeve  him  sorwe  ! 
For  neither  at  eve,  ne  nt  niorMve, 
Ho  can  of  no  man  [no]  good  spcke  , 
Oil  many  a  just  man  doth  ho  wreke.  3030 
Ther  was  a  womman  eek,  that  hight 
Shame,  that,  who  can  reken  right, 
Trospas  was  hir  fadir  name, 
Hir  modor  Rosoun  ;  and  thus  was  Shame 
[On  lyve]  brought  of  these  ilk  two,      3035 
And  yet  had  Trespas  never  ado 
With  Resoun,  ne  never  ley  hir  by, 
He  was  so  hidous  and  ugly, 
I  mene,  this  that  Trespas  hight ; 
But  Resoun  concesrveth,  of  a  sight,     3040 
Shame,  of  that  I  ^>ak  afom. 
And  whan  that  Shame  was  thus  bom, 
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It  WRB  ordeyned,  that  Chiwiitoe 

Shalde  of  tlie  n:j*er  l«4y  be, 

WliiC'b,  of  the  Iriitotini  mora  and  lad,  3045 

With  Mndry  folk  asfiailed  vra&^ 

That  the  n«  vfiste  what  to  do. 

For  Veuna  hir  bsaallith  so, 

Hiat  ni^ht  and  day  from  hir  she  atiil 

Botounfl  and  roa«3  over-aL  3050 

To  Eesonn  than  j^ra^'eth  CThaBtitee, 

Whom  V^aufl  fflcmod  over  the  seo^ 

Timt  she^  hir  dotighter  wuldc  hir  lane, 

Til  kppo  the  roser  fresh  lUid  grone, 

Aiiotm  Resunn  to  Chaatiteo  3035 

la  ftiUy  oesenttjd  tliAt  it  ho^ 

And  erfVii^tJ^  ^i^j  nt  hir  request. 

That  Sihiiifici,  bie^iast^  @ihe  iB  honest, 

Shal  kbper  i»f  the  r<tsi?r  be. 

And  thna  to  keiw  it  ther  wo  no  three,  3060 

That  noon  ghnlde  hamly  Ik!  ne  bild 

(Wore  he  701111^  or  were  he  old) 

Agi^-n  hir  wille  awey  to  Iwre 

Botonna  ne  roseH^  that  thor  wora* 

I  had  wcl  fff«d,  had  I  not  been  3065 

Awayted  with  theac  three,  and  men. 

For  Bialacoil,  that  was  so  Mr^ 

60  (pTwiotifl  and  debfrnair, 

Qtiittc'  him  to  mo  ful  cnrteUlj^, 

And,  me  to  ptL-si?,  liail  that  I  3070 

Shnld  drawo  ixie  to  the  lM>tonA  nere  \ 

^res&  in,  to  tnuchti  the  rjisero 
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Lever  ma  wflro,  that  Itnyvies  ken-e 

My  body  eholdd  in  pecis  smalts, 

Than  in  any  wyiui  it  shtilda  fiille 

That  ye  wratthed  ahnlde  been  with  m©.* 

*  Etiy  bohiely  thy  wille/  qnod  he, 

*■  I  nil  be  wrotb,  if  that  I  may,  jfoigg 

For  nonght  that  tbon  shalt  to  me  hhx*' 

ThanDe  seide  I,  *  Sir,  not  you  diqilnie 
To  knowen  of  my  greet  nnese, 
In  Trhieh  only  love  hath  me  bronght ; 
For  peyues  ^reet,  dise©©  and  thought^ 
Fro  day  to  day  he  doth  me  dxyo  j        jie? 
Soppoaeth  not,  air,  that  I  lyij. 
In  me  fyre  womidea  dide  he  make, 
The  acre  of  whiche  ^al  tiet^r  sl«^ 
Bnt  ye  the  hototm  ^r^unto  me, 
Which  ia  luoat  passaunt  of  beantee,   $uq 
My  lyf,  my  deth,  and  my  mArtyre, 
And  tresonr  that  I  most  de^irre,' 

Than  BLalftcoil,  aflrayed  all, 
f!flyde,  *  Sir,  it  may  aot  fidl ; 
Th*t  ye  deairo,  it  may  not  ftyae.        si*S 
What  ?  woide  y©  shende  me  in  thia  wyie^ 
A  mochcl  foole  tban  T  were. 
If  I  fluifHd  yon  awey  to  here 
The  freah  hotonn,  so  fair  of  ugfai 
For  it  were  neither  flkile  ne  right       3191 
Of  the  ruser  ye  broke  the  rind^ 
Or  take  the  rose  afom  hH  kind; 
T^  ar  ii*.it  eourteya  to  t^ke  it, 
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Tolateliiin  of  theroser  wit ;  3145 

Who  eerveth  a  feloxm  is  yvel  qnit. 

Tboa  woldist  have  doon  greet  botmteef 

And  he  with  shame  wolde  qnyte  thee. 

Flee  hennes,  felowe !  I  rede  thee  go ! 

It  wanteth  litel  fl  wol  thee  slo ;  3150 

For  BialaooU  ne  knew  thee  nought, 

Whan  thee  to  serve  he  sette  his  thought ; 

For  thou  wolt  shame  him,  if  thou  might, 

Bothe  ageyn  resoun  and  right. 

I  wol  no  more  in  thee  aff^e,  3155 

That  comest  so  slygiily  for  t^rpye ; 

For  it  preveth  wonder  wel, 

Thy  slight  and  tresoun  every  deL* 

I  durst  no  more  ther  make  abode, 
For  the  cherl,  he  was  so  wode ;  $160 

So  gan  he  threten  and  manaoe. 
And  thurgh  the  haye  he  did  me  chace. 
For  feer  of  him  I  tremblid  and  quook, 
So  cherlishly  his  heed  he  shook  ; 
And  seide,  if  eft  he  might  me  tiJie,     3165 
I  shulde  not  from  his  hondis  scape. 

Than  Bialacoil  is  fled  and  mate, 
And  I  al  sole,  disconsolate. 
Was  left  aloon  in  pejme  and  thought ; 
For  shame,  to  deth  I  was  njrgh'brought. 
Than  thought  I  on  myn  high  foly,       31 71 
How  that  my  body,  utterly. 
Was  yeve  to  peyne  and  to  martyre  ; 
And  therto  hadde  I  so  gret  yre, 
That  I  ne  durst  the  hayes  passe ;         3175 
There  was  non  hope,  there  was  no  grace. 
I  trowe  never  man  wiste  of  peyne. 
But  he  were  laced  in  Loves  cheyne  ; 
Xe  no  man  [wot],  and  sooth  it  is, 
But^if  he  love,  what  anger  is.  3180 

Love  holdith  his  heest  to  me  right  wele. 
Whan  peyne  he  seide  I  shulde  fele. 
Kon  herte  may  thenke,  ne  tunge  sejme, 
A  quarter  of  my  wo  and  peyne. 
I  might  not  with  the  anger  laste  ;       3185 
Myn  herte  in  poynt  was  for  to  braste,    ' 
Whan  I  thought  on  the  rose,  that  so 
Was  through  Daunger  cast  me  fro. 

A  long  whyl  stood  I  in  that  state. 
Til  that  me  saugh  so  mad  and  mate  3190 
The  lady  of  the  highe  ward. 
Which  from  hir  tour  lokid  thiderward. 
Besoun  men  clepe  that  lady, 
Which  from  hir  tour  deliverly 
Come  doun  to  me  withouten  more,      3195 


But  she  was  neither  yong,  ne  hore, 

Ne  high  ne  low,  ne  fat  ne  lene, 

But  best,  as  it  were  in  a  mene. 

Hir  eyen  two  were  deer  and  light 

As  any  candel  that  brenneth  bright ;  3200 

And  on  hir  heed  she  hadde  a  crown. 

Hir  semede  wel  an  high  persoun  ; 

For  rounde  enviroun,  hir  crownet 

Was  taX  of  riche  stonis  fret. 

Hir  goodly  semblaxmt,  by  devys,         3205 

I  trowe  were  maad  in  paxadjrs  ; 

fKature  had  never  such  a  grace, 

To  forge  a  werk  of  such  compace. 

For  certejm,  fbut  the  letter  lye, 

God  him-silf,  that  is  so  high,  3310 

Made  hir  aftir  his  image, 

And  jraf  hir  sith  sich  avauntage, 

That  she  hath  might  and  seignoiye 

To  kepe  men  from  al  folye ; 

Who-so  wole  trowe  hir  lore,  3315 

Xe  may  ofienden  nevermore. 

And  whyl  I  stood  thus  derk  and  pale, 
Besoun  bigan  to  me  hir  tale ; 
She  seide  ;  *  Al  hayl,  my  swote  frend ! 
Foly  and  childhood  wol  thee  ehend,    3220 
Which  thee  have  put  in  greet  affiray  ; 
Thou  hast  bought  dere  the  tyme  of  May, 
That  made  thyn  herte  mery  to  be. 
In  yvel  tyme  thou  wentist  to  see 
The  gardin,  wherof  Ydilnesse  3225 

Bar  the  keye,  and  was  maistresse 
Whan  thou  yedest  in  the  daunce 
With  hir,  and  haddefst]  aquejmtaunce  : 
Hir  aqueyntaunoe  is  perilous, 
First  softe,  and  aftir[ward]  noyous ;    3230 
She  hath  [thee]  trasshed,  withoute  ween ; 
The  God  of  Love  had  thee  not  seen, 
Ne  hadde  Ydilnesse  thee  conveyed 
In  the  verger  where  Mirthe  him  pleyed. 
If  Foly  have  supprised  thee,  3235 

Bo  so  that  it  recovered  be ; 
And  be  wel  war  to  take  no  more 
Counsel,  that  greveth  aftir  sore ; 
He  is  wys  that  wol  himsilf  chastyse. 
And  though  a  young  man  in  any  wyse 
Trespace  among,  and  do  foly,  3241 

Lat  him  not  tarye,  but  hastily 
Lat  him  amende  what  so  be  mis. 
And  eek  I  counseile  thee,  y-wis, 
The  God  of  Love  hoolly  foryet,  3245 

That  hath  thee  in  sich  pejme  set, 


34 


Zl^i  (Slomaunf  of  iic  (giott. 


[FRAOMKjrr  B. 


And  thee  in  herte  tormented  so. 

I  can  nat  seen  how  thou  mayst  go 

Other  weyes  to  garisonn  ; 

For  Daunger,  that  is  so  felonn,  3250 

Felly  purpofiith  thee  to  werrey, 

Which  is  fid  crael,  the  soth  to  sey. 

*  And  yit  of  Daonger  cometh  no  blame, 
In  reward  of  my  donghter  Shame, 
Which  hath  the  roses  in  hir  warde,    3255 
As  she  that  may  be  no  mnsarde. 

And  Wikked-Tonge  is  with  these  two, 

That  snfirith  no  man  thider  go ; 

For  er  a  thing  be  do,  he  shal, 

Where  that  he  cometh,  over-al,  3260 

In  foorty  places,  if  it  be  sought, 

8eye   thing   that   never    was   doon    ne 

wronght ; 
So  moche  tresoxm  is  in  his  male, 
Of  &lsnes8e  for  to  ffeyne  a  tale. 
Thou  delest  with  angry  folk,  y-wis ;    3265 
Wherfor  to  thee  tit]  bettir  is 
From  these  folk  awey  to  fare. 
For  they  wol  make  thee  live  in  care. 
This  is  the  yvel  that  Love  they  calle, 
Wherin  ther  is  but  foly  alle,  3270 

For  love  is  foly  eveiydel ; 
Who  loveth,  in  no  wyse  may  do  wel, 
Ne  sette  his  thought  on  no  good  werk. 
His  Bcole  he  lesith,  if  he  fbe  clerk ; 
Of  other  craft  eek  if  he  be,  3275 

He  shal  not  thxyve  therin  ;  for  he 
In  love  shal  have  more  passioun 
Than  monke,  hermyte,  or  chanoun. 
The  peyne  is  hard,  out  of  mesure, 
The  joye  may  eek  no  whyl  endure ;    3280 
And  in  the  possessioun 
Is  muche  tribulacioun ; 
The  joye  it  is  so  short-lasting. 
And  but  in  happe  is  the  geting ; 
For  I  see  ther  many  in  travaille,         3285 
That  atte  laste  foule  fayla 
I  was  no-thing  thy  counseler. 
Whan  thou  were  maad  the  homager 
Of  God  of  Love  to  hastQy ; 
Ther  was  no  wisdom,  but  foly.  3290 

Thyn  herte  was  joly,  but  not  sage, 
Whan  thou  were  brought  in  sich  a  rage, 
To  yelde  thee  so  redily. 
And  to  Love,  of  his  gret  maistry. 

*  I  rede  thee  Love  awey  to  dryve,     3295 
That  makith  thee  reoohe  not  of  thy  lyve. 


The  foly  more  fro  day  to  day 

Shal  growe,  but  thou  it  putto  away. 

Take  with  thy  teeth  the  bridel  faste. 

To  daunte  thyn  herte ;  and  eek  thee  caste. 

If  that  thou  mayst,  to  gete  fdefence  3301 

For  to  redresse  thy  first  offence. 

Who-so  his  herte  alwey  wol  leve, 

Shal  findo  among  that  shal  him  greve.' 

Whan  I  hir  herd  thus  me  chastyse,  5305 
I  answerd  in  ful  angxy  wyse. 
I  prayed  hir  cessen  of  hir  speche, 
Outher  to  chastyse  me  or  teche. 
To  bidde  me  my  thought  refreyne. 
Which    Love   hath   caught    in  his   de- 
meyne  : —  33 10 

*  What  ?  wene  ye  Love  wol  consent. 
That  me  assailith  with  bowe  bent. 
To  draw  myn  herte  out  of  his  honde. 
Which  is  so  quikly  in  his  bonde  ? 
That  ye  counsayle,  may  never  be ;       3315 
For  whan  he  first  arested  me, 
He  took  myn  herte  so  hool  him  til, 
That  it  is  no-thing  at  my  wil ; 
He  ftaughte  it  so  him  for  to  obey. 
That  he  it  sparred  with  a  key.  53^0 

I  pray  yo^^  lat  me  be  al  stille. 
For  ye  may  wel,  if  that  ye  wille. 
Tour  wordis  waste  in  idilnesse ; 
For  utterly,  withouten  gesse, 
Al  that  ye  seyn  is  but  in  veyne.  3325 

Mo  were  lever  dye  in  the  pejme, 
Than  Love  to  me-ward  shulde  arette 
Falshoed,  or  tresoun  on  me  sette. 
I  wol  me  gete  piys  or  blame, 
And  love  trewe,  to  save  my  name ;      3330 
f  Who  me  chastysith,  I  him  hate.' 

With  that  word  Besoun  wente  hir  gate, 
Whan  she  saugh  for  no  sermoning 
She  might  me  fro  my  foly  bring. 
Than  dismayed,  I  lefle  al  sool,  5335 

Forwery,  forwandred  as  a  fool. 
For  I  ne  knew  no  fchevisaunce. 
Than  fel  into  my  remembraunoe, 
How  Love  bade  me  to  purveye 
A  felowe,  to  whom  I  mighte  seye        3340 
My  counsel  and  my  privete. 
For  that  shulde  muche  availe  me. 
With  that  bithought  I  me,  that  I 
Hadde  a  felowe  faste  by, 
Trewe  and  siker,  curteys,  and  hend,  3345 
And  he  was  called  by  name  a  Freend ; 
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A  titwer  fekme  itm  no-wher  noon. 
Ib  haita  to  him  I  wente  anoon, 
And  to  him  al  my  wo  I  tolde, 
Ao  him  right  nought  I  wold  withholde. 
I  tolde  him  al  withonte  were,  3351 

And  made  my  oompleynt  on  Daongere, 
How  for  to  see  he  was  hidons, 
And  to-me>ward  contrarioos ; 
11»  whiche  through  his  craelte  3355 

Wm  in  poynt  to  have  meygned  me ; 
With  fiialaooil  whan  he  mo  soy 
Within  the  gardyn  walke  and  ploy, 
f^  m«  he  made  him  for  to  go, 
Aad  I  bilefte  aloon  in  wo  ;  3360 

I  dust  no  lenger  with  him  speke, 
^  Dannger  seide  he  wolde  bo  wreke, 
Whsn  that  he  sawe  how  I  wcnte 
The  fresshe  botoon  for  to  hente. 
If  I  were  hardy  to  come  neer  3365 

Bitwene  the  hay  and  the  roser. 
This  Freend,   whan  he  wiste  of  my 
thought, 
Be  discomforted  me  right  nonght, 
^t  seide,  *  Felowe,  be  not  so  mad, 
Ve  so  afaajTSshed  nor  bistad.  3370 

)Cy-«ilf  I  knowe  fnl  wd  Daongere, 
And  how  he  is  feers  of  his  chore. 
At  prime  temps.  Love  to  manace  ; 
Fol  ofte  I  have  ben  in  his  caas. 
A  felonn  first  though  that  he  bo,         3375 
Aftir  thou  shalt  him  sonple  see. 
<H  long  passed  I  knew  him  wele  ; 
fngoodly  first  thoogh  men  him  fele, 
He  wol  meek  aftir,  in  his  boring. 
Been,  for  ser^-ice  and  obejrsshing.        3380 
I  shal  thee  telle  what  thon  shalt  do  : — 
Mekely  I  rede  thon  go  him  to. 
Of  hfcrtc  pray  him  si)ecialy 
Of  thy  trespace  to  have  mercy, 
And  bote  him  wel,[him]  here  to  plese,  3385 
Thst  thoa  shalt  nevermore  him  displese. 
Who  can  best  serve  of  fiatery, 
Sh&I  pleee  Dannger  most  nttirly.' 

Ky  Freend  hath  seid  to  me  so  wel. 
That  he  me  esid  hath  somdel,  3390 

And  eek  allegged  of  my  torment ; 
For  throagh  him  had  I  hardement 
Ag&yn  to  Dannger  for  to  go, 
To  preve  if  I  might  meke  him  so. 

To  Dannger  cam  I,  al  ashamed,       3395 
The  which  afom  me  haddo  blamed, 


Denyring  for  to  peso  my  wo ; 

But  over  hegge  durst  I  not  go. 

For  he  fforbod  me  the  passage. 

I  fond  him  cruel  in  his  rage,  3400 

And  in  his  bond  a  gret  burdoun. 

To  him  I  knelid  lowe  adoun, 

Ful  meke  of  port,  and  simple  of  chere, 

And  seide,  '  Sir,  I  am  comen  here 

Only  to  aske  of  you  mercy.  3405 

That  grevoth  me,  [sir],  ful  gretly 

That  ever  my  lyf  I  wratthed  you, 

But  for  to  amende  I  am  come  now. 

With  al  my  might,  bothe  loude  and  stillo. 

To  doon  right  at  your  owne  wille  ;      3410 

For  Love  made  me  for  to  do 

That  I  havo  trespassed  hidirto ; 

Fro  whom  I  ne  may  withdrawe   myn 

hbrte; 
Tit  shal  I  never,  for  joy  ne  smerte, 
What  so  bifalle,  good  or  ille,  3415 

Offende  more  ageyn  your  wille. 
Lever  I  have  endure  disese 
Than  do  that  shulde  you  displese. 

*  I  you  require  and  pray,  that  ye 
Of  me  have  mercy  and  pitee,  3420 

To  stinte  your  yre  that  greveth  so. 
That  I  wol  swere  for  evcrmo 
To  be  redressid  at  your  lyking. 
If  I  trespasse  in  any  thing ; 
Save  that  I  pray  thee  graunte  me       3425 
A  thing  that  may  nat  warned  be. 
That  I  may  love,  al  only  ; 
Non  other  thing  of  you  aske  1. 
I  shal  doon  elles  wel,  y-wis, 
If  of  your  grace  ye  graunte  me  this.  3430 
And  ye  [no]  may  not  lotten  me. 
For  wel  wot  ye  that  love  is  free. 
And  I  shal  lovcn,  fsith  that  I  wil, 
Who-ever  lyke  it  wel  or  il ; 
And  yit  ne  wold  I,  for  al  Frannce,      3435 
Do  thing  to  do  you  displesaunce.' 

Than  Daunger  fil  in  his  entent 
For  to  foryove  his  maltalent ; 
But  al  his  wratthe  yit  at  laste 
He  hath  relesed,  I  preydo  so  faste  :     3440 
Shortly  he  seide,  '  Thy  request 
Is  not  to  mochel  dishonest ; 
Ne  I  wol  not  weme  it  thee. 
For  yit  no-thing  engreveth  me. 
For  though  thou  love  thus  evermore,  3445 
To  me  is  neither  softe  no  sore. 
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Love  fwher  thee  list ;  what  reochith  me, 

So  [thou]  fer  fro  my  roses  be  ? 

Trust  not  on  me,  for  noon  assay, 

In  any  tyme  to  passe  the  hay/  3450 

Thus  hath  he  f^rannted  my  prayere. 

Than  wente  I  forth,  withonten  were. 
Unto  my  Freend,  and  tolde  him  al, 
Which  was  right  joyful  of  my  tale. 
He  seide, '  Now  goth  wel  thyn  affaire,    3455 
He  shal  to  thee  be  debonaire. 
Though  he  afom  was  dispitous, 
He  shal  heeraftir  be  gracious. 
If  he  were  touchid  on  som  good  veyne, 
He  shuld  yit  rewen  on  thy  peyne.       3460 
Snffre,  I  rede,  and  no  boost  make. 
Til  thou  at  good  mes  mayst  him  take. 
By  suffraunce,  and  [by]  wordis  sofbe, 
A  man  may  overcome[n]  ofke 
Him  that  afom  he  hadde  in  drede,    3465 
In  bookis  sothly  as  I  reda' 

Thus  hath  my  Freend  with  gret  com- 
fort 
Ayaunced  me  with  high  disport. 
Which  wolde  me  good  as  mich  as  L 
And  thanne  anoon  ful  sodejoily  3470 

I  took  my  leve,  and  streight  I  went 
Unto  the  hay ;  for  gret  talent 
I  had  to  seen  the  fresh  botonn, 
Wherin  lay  my  salvaoioun ; 
And  Daunger  took  kepe,  if  that  I        3475 
Kepe  him  covenaunt  trewly. 
So  sore  I  dradde  his  manasing, 
I  durst  not  breke[n]  his  bidding ; 
For,  lest  that  I  were  of  him  shent, 
I  brak  not  his  comaundement,  3480 

For  to  purchase  his  good  wil. 
It  was  [hard]  for  to  come  ther-til. 
His  mercy  was  to  fer  bihinde ; 
I  wepte,  for  I  ne  might  it  flnde. 
I  oompleyned  and  sighed  sore,  3485 

And  languisshed  evermore, 
For  I  durst  not  over  go 
Unto  the  rose  I  loved  so. 
Thurghout  my  deming  outerly, 
fThan  had  he  knowlege  certeinly,      3490 
f  That  Love  me  ladde  in  sich  a  wyse, 
That  in  me  ther  was  no  feyntyse, 
Falsheed,  ne  no  trecherye. 
And  yit  he,  ftil  of  vilanye. 
Of  disdeyne,  and  cruelte,  3495 

On  me  ne  wolde  have  pite. 


His  cruel  wil  for  to  refreyne, 

Though  I  wepe  alwey,  and  foompleyne. 

And  while  I  was  in  this  torment, 
Were  come  of  grace,  by  god  sent,        3500 
Fraunchyse,  and  with  hir  Pite 
Fulfild  the  botoun  of  bountee 
They  go  to  Daunger  anon-right 
To  forther  me  with  al  hir  might. 
And  helpe  in  worde  and  in  dede,         31505 
For  wel  they  saugh  that  it  was  node. 
First,  of  hir  grace,  dame  Fraunchyse 
Hath  taken  [word]  of  this  empryse : 
She  seide,  '  Daunger,  gret  wrong  ye  do 
To  worche  this  man  so  mnche  wo,      3510 
Or  pynen  him  so  angerly ; 
It  is  to  you  gret  vilany. 
I  can  not  see  why,  ne  how, 
That  he  hath  trespassed  ageyn  yon, 
Save  that  he  loveth  ;  wherfore  ye  shulde 
The  more  in  cherete  of  him  holde.       3516 
The  force  of  love  makith  him  do  this ; 
Who  wolde  him  blame  he  dide  amis? 
He  leseth  more  than  ye  may  do ; 
His  peyne  is  hard,  ye  may  see,  lo !       3520 
And  Love  in  no  wyse  wolde  consente 
That  f  he  have  power  to  repente  ; 
For  though  that  quik  ye  wolde  him  sloe. 
Fro  Love  his  herte  may  not  go. 
Now,  Bwete  sir,  fis  it  your  ese  3525 

Him  for  to  angre  or  disese  ? 
Alias,  what  may  it  you  avaunce 
To  doon  to  him  so  greet  grevaunoe  ? 
What  worship  is  it  agayn  him  take, 
Or  on  your  man  a  werre  make,  3530 

Sith  he  so  lowly  every  wyse 
Is  redy,  as  ye  lust  devyse? 
If  Love  hath  caught  him  in  his  laoe, 
You  for  t'obeye  in  every  caas. 
And  been  your  suget  at  your  wille,      3535 
Shulde  ye  therfore  willen  him  ille  ? 
Ye  shulde  him  spare  more,  al-out. 
Than  him  that  is  bothe  proud  and  stout. 
Curtesye  wol  that  ye  socour 
Hem  that  ben  meke  undir  your  cure.  3540 
His  herte  is  hard,  that  wole  not  meke, 
Whan  men  of  mekenesse  him  biseke.' 

*  That  is  certejrn,'  seide  Pite ; 
*  We  see  ofte  that  humilitee 
Bothe  ire,  and  also  felonye  3545 

Venquissheth,  and  also  melanoolye ; 
To  stonde  forth  in  such  duresse, 
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TbisenMltoe  and  wikkedxu 
^Hierfore  I  pnj  yon,  air  Datmgere, 
For  to  mi^tene  no  longer  here  3550 

ftieh  cni«l  vene  agayn  your  man, 
Ai  I100II7  yyarea  am  ever  he  can ; 
^^  that  ye  worchen  no  more  wo 
lOn  thif  eaytif  that  langniBshith  so, 
Which  wol  no  more  to  yon  trespasse,  3555 
fttt  pQt  him  hoolly  in  your  grace. 
Hii  offenie  ne  was  bnt  lyte  ; 
11*  Ood  of  Love  it  was  to  wyte, 
That  he  your  thral  so  gretly  is, 
And  if  ye  harm  him,  ye  doon  amis  ;  3560 
For  he  hath  had  fnl  hard  penaonce, 
8ith  that  ye  refle  him  th*aqneyntaanoe 
Of  fiialacoil,  his  moete  joye, 
Which  alle  his  peynes  might  acoyo. 
He  was  bifom  anoyed  sore,  3565 

Bat  than  jre  doubled  him  wel  more ; 
I       Far  he  of  blis  hath  ben  fnl  bare, 
f       Sith  BiahuM>il  was  fro  him  fare. 
Lure  hath  to  him  do  greet  distresse, 
He  hath  no  nede  of  more  doresse.       3570 
Toideth  from  him  your  ire,  I  rede ; 
Ye  may  not  winnen  in  this  dede. 
liaketh  Bialacoil  rcpcirc  ageyn. 
And  liavoth  pite  npon  his  pejm  ;• 
For  Frannchisc  wol,  and  I,  Pite,         3575 
That  merrifnl  to  him  ye  bo  ; 
Anil  sith  that  she  and  I  aocorde, 
Hare  np«>n  him  misericordo ; 
For  I  yt»u  pray,  and  oek  mcmeste, 
X<night  t<»  refnscn  our  requeste  ;         3580 
For  he  is  hard  and  fel  of  thought. 
That  for  us  two  wol  do  right  nought.* 
Daunfrer  no  might  no  more  endure, 
Hf.  meked  him  unto  mesure. 

*  I  wol  in  no  w>-8<»,'  seith  Daungere,  3585 

•  I>en>-«»  that  ye  have  asked  here ; 
It  Wf're  to  grwt  uncnrtesye. 

I  wtil  jf  hiiVH  the  companye 

Of  Biidaciiil,  as  ye  devyse  ; 

I  w>r*l  him  lptt<*{n]  in  no  wyse.*  3500 

Ti*  Bialacoil  than  wente  in  by 
FraanrhjTJo,  and  sc'ide  ftil  cnrteisly  : — 

*  Yp  have  to  longe  be  deignons 
Unto  this  lover,  and  daungerous, 

Fr»»  him  to  withdrawe  your  presence,  3595 
\Vhirh  hath  <io  to  him  grete  offence. 
That  ye  not  wolde  upon  him  see  ; 
VTherfore  a  sorowfhl  man  is  he. 


Shape  ye  to  paye  him,  and  to  pleso, 
Of  my  love  if  ye  wol  have  eso.  3600 

Fulfil  his  wil,  sith  that  ye  knowe 
Daungor  is  daunted  and  brought  lowo 
Thurgh  help  of  mo  and  of  Pite  ; 
You  fthar  no  more  afered  be.' 

'  I  shal  do  right  as  ye  wil,'  3(105 

Saith  Bialacoil,  '  for  it  is  skil, 
Sith  Daunger  wol  that  it  so  be.' 
Than  Fraunchise  hath  him  sent  to  m& 

Bialacoil  at  the  biginning 
Salued  me  in  his  coming.  3610 

No  straungenes  was  in  him  seen. 
No  more  than  he  ne  had  wrathcd  been. 
As  fairo  semblaunt  than  shewed  he  me. 
And  goodly,  as  afom  did  ho ; 
And  by  the  honde,  withouten  doute,  3615 
Within  the  haye,  right  al  aboute 
He  ladde  me,  with  right  good  chore, 
Al  environ  the  vergere, 
That  Daunger  had  me  chased  firo. 
Now  have  I  levo  over-al  to  go  ;  36a* » 

Now  am  I  raised,  at  my  dovys, 
Fro  hello  unto  jMuradys. 
Thus  Bialacoil,  of  gentilnesse. 
With  alle  his  i>eyne  and  besinesse. 
Hath  shewed  me,  only  of  grace,  3625 

The  estres  of  the  swote  place. 

I  saw  the  rose,  whan  I  was  nigh. 
Was  grctter  woxen,  and  more  high. 
Fresh,  rody,  and  fair  of  hewe, 
Of  colour  ever  ylicho  newe.  3630 

And  whan  I  had  it  longe  seen, 
I  saugh  that  through  the  leves  greno 
The  rose  spreddo  to  spanishing  ; 
To  sono  it  was  a  goodly  thing. 
But  it  no  was  so  spreii  on  bredo,  36.15 

That  men  within  might  knowe  the  sede  ; 
For  it  covert  was  and  [en]close 
Botho  with  the  leves  and  with  the  rose. 
The  stalk  was  even  and  grene  upright. 
It  was  theron  a  goodly  sight ;  3640 

And  wel  the  better,  withouten  wene. 
For  the  see<l  was  not  [y}-sene. 
Ful  faire  it  spraddo,  fgod  it  blesse ! 
For  sucho  another,  as  I  gesso, 
Afom  no  was,  ne  more  vermayle.        3645 
I  was  abawed  for  mervcylo, 
For  ever,  the  fairer  that  it  was, 
The  more  I  am  l>oundon  in  Jjoves  laas. 
Longo  I  abood  there,  soth  to  sayo, 
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Til  Bialaooil  I  gan  to  pmye,  3650 

Whan  that  I  saw  him  in  no  wyse 

To  me  wamen  his  servyse, 

That  he  me  wolde  grannte  a  thing, 

Which  to  remembre  is  vrel  sitting ; 

This  is  to.  saynCf  that  of  his  grace       3655 

He  wolde  mo  yeve  leyser  and  space 

To  me  that  was  so  desirous 

To  have  a  kissing  precious 

Of  the  goodly  freshe  rose, 

That  fswetely  smelleth  in  my  nose ;  3660 

*  For  if  it  you  displesed  nought, 

I  wolde  gladly,  as  I  have  sought, 

Have  a  cos  therof  Areely 

Of  your  yeft ;  for  certainly 

I  wol  non  have  but  by  your  leve,         3665 

So  loth  me  were  3rou  for  to  greve.* 

He  sayde,  *  Frend,  so  god  me  spede. 
Of  Chastite  I  have  suche  drede. 
Thou  shuldest  not  warned  be  for  me, 
But  I  dar  not,  for  Chastite.  3670 

Agayn  hir  dar  I  not  misdo, 
For  alwey  biddeth  she  me  so 
To  yeve  no  lover  leve  to  kisse ; 
For  who  therto  may  winnen,  y-wis, 
He  of  the  surplus  of  the  pray  3675 

May  live  in  hope  to  get  som  day. 
For  who  so  kissing  may  attayne. 
Of  loves  peyne  hath,  soth  to  sayne. 
The  beste  and  most  avenaunt, 
And  emest  of  the  remenaunt.*  3680 

Of  his  answere  I  syghed  sore ; 
I  durst  assaye  him  tho  no  more, 
I  had  such  drede  to  greve  him  ay. 
A  man  shulde  not  to  muche  assaye 
To  chafe  his  frend  out  of  mesure,       3685 
Kor  put  his  lyf  in  aventure  ; 
For  no  man  at  the  firste  stroke 
Ke  may  nat  felle  doun  an  oko  ; 
Nor  of  the  reisins  have  the  wyne. 
Til  grapes  frype  and  wel  afyne  3690 

Be  sore  empressid,  I  you  ensure, 
And  drawen  out  of  the  pressure. 
But  I,  forpeyned  wonder  stronge, 
fThought  that  I  abood  right  longe 
Aftir  the  kis,  in  peyne  and  wo,  3695 

Sith  I  to  kis  desyred  so  : 
Til  that,  frewing  on  my  distresse, 
Ther  -j  to  me  Venus  the  goddesse. 
Which  ay  werreyeth  Chastite, 
Came  of  hir  grace,  to  socoure  me,       3700 


Whos  might  is  knowe  fer  and  wyde. 

For  she  is  modir  of  Cupjrde, 

The  God  of  Love,  blinde  as  stoon, 

That  helpith  lovers  many  oon. 

This  lady  brought  in  hir  right  hond  5705 

Of  brenning  fyr  a  biasing  brond  ; 

Wherof  the  flawme  and  bote  fyr 

Hath  many  a  lady  in  desyr 

Of  love  brought,  and  sore  het, 

And  in  hir  servise  hir  f  hertes  set.       3710 

This  lady  was  of  good  entayle. 

Bight  wondirful  of  apparayle ; 

By  hir  atyre  so  bright  and  sheno, 

Men  might  perceyve  wel,  and  seen, 

She  was  not  of  religioun.  3715 

Nor  I  nil  make  mencioun 

Nor  of  [hir]  robe,  nor  of  tresour, 

Of  broche,  fnor  of  hir  riche  attoar  ; 

Ne  of  hir  girdil  aboute  hir  syde, 

For  that  I  nil  not  long  abyde.  3710 

But  knowith  wel,  that  oertejnly 

She  was  arayed  riohely. 

Devoyd  of  pryde  certeyn  she  was  ; 

To  Bialacoil  she  wente  a  pas, 

And  to  him  shortly,  in  a  cUiuse,  3725 

She  seide  :  *  Sir,  what  is  the  cause 

Ye  been  of  port  so  daungerous 

Unto  this  lover,  and  deynous. 

To  graunte  him  no-thing  but  a  kis  ? 

To  weme  it  him  ye  doon  amis ;  3730 

Sith  wel  ye  wote,  how  that  he 

Is  Loves  servaunt,  as  ye  may  see. 

And  hath  beaute,  wher-through  [he]  is 

Worthy  of  love  to  have  the  blis. 

How  he  is  semely,  biholde  and  see,      3735 

How  he  is  fair,  how  he  is  free, 

How  he  is  swote  and  debonair. 

Of  age  yong,  lusty,  and  fair. 

Ther  is  no  lady  so  hauteyne, 

Dnchesse,  countesse,  ne  chasteleyne,  3740 

That  I  noldo  holde  hir  ungoodly 

For  to  refuse  him  outerly. 

His  breeth  is  also  good  and  swete, 

And  eke  his  lippis  rody,  and  mete 

Only  to  fplejren,  and  to  kisse.  3745 

Graunte  him  a  kis,  of  gentilnesse  ! 

His  teeth  am  also  whjrte  and  clone ; 

Me  thinkith  wrong,  withouten  wene, 

If  3re  now  weme  him,  trustith  me, 

To  graunte  that  a  kis  have  he ;  3750 

The  lasse  fto  helpe  him  that  ye  haste. 


t^  (Boittattn<  of  tit  (Boee. 


39 


'^^v  more  tyme  shnl  ye  Dvaste.' 
,^^\?luui  the  flawme  of  the  verry  brond, 
^Ut  Venus  brought  in  hir  right  bond, 
^%d  Biftlaooil  with  bete  smete,  3755 

^tioon  be  fb^d,  withonten  lette, 


^^vatmte  to  me  the  rose  kiBse. 

^^um  of  my  peyne  I  gan  to  lisse, 

Ajid  to  the  rose  anoon  wente  I, 

And  kiand  it  fdl  feitbftdly.  3760 

tbar  no  vobxi  aske  if  I  -was  blythe, 

Whan  the  aavoor  soft  and  lythe 

Strook  to  myn  herte  withonte  more, 

And  me  alegged  of  my  sore, 

So  was  I  fol  of  joye  and  blisso.  3765 

It  is  fair  sich  a  floor  to  kisso, 

It  was  90  swote  and  saveroos. 

I  might  not  bo  so  angaissbous, 

That  I  mote  glad  and  joly  be, 

^lian  that  I  remembro  me,  3770 

Yit  over  among,  sothly  to  seyn, 

I  saffre  noye  and  moche  peyn. 

The  see  may  never  be  so  stil, 
That  with  a  litel  winde  it  fnil 
Orerwhelme  and  tome  also,  3775 

As  it  wore  wood,  in  wawis  go, 
Aflir  the  calm  the  troablo  sono 
Mot  foli>we,  and  chaonge  as  the  mone. 
Right  so  fureth  Love,  that  selde  in  oon 
Holdith  his  anker  ;  for  right  anoon   3780 
Whan  they  in  eso  wene  best  to  live. 
They  be<*n  with  tempest  al  fordrive. 
VTho  serveth  Love,  can  telle  of  wo ; 
The  stonndemele  joye  mot  overgo. 
Kow  he  harteth,  and  now  he  coreth,  3785 
For  selde  in  00  poynt  Love  endureth. 

Now  is  it  right  me  to  procede, 
Hmr  Shame  gan  medle  and  take  bode, 
Thorgh  whom  fello  angrcs  I  have  had  ; 
And  how  the  stronge  wal  was  maad,   3790 
An<i  the  castoll  of  bredo  and  lengthe. 
That  God  of  Love  wan  with  his  strongtho. 
Al  this  in  romance  wil  I  sette. 
And  for  n'Mhing  ne  wil  I  lette, 
80  that  it  lyking  to  hir  be,  3795 

That  is  the  flour  of  beaute  ; 
For  she  may  best  my  labour  qnyte, 
That  I  for  hir  love  shal  cndyte. 

Wikkid-Tunge,  that  the  covyne 
Of  every  lover  can  devyne  3800 

Worst,  and  addith  more  somdel, 
(For  Wikkid-Tonge  seith  never  wel), 


To  me-ward  bar  he  right  gret  hate,  * 
Espying  me  erly  and  late. 
Til  he  hath  seen  the  grot[e]  chere       3805 
Of  Bialacoil  and  me  y-fore. 
He  mighte  not  his  tunge  withstonde 
Worse  to  reporte  than  he  fonde, 
He  was  so  fVil  of  cursed  rage  ; 
It  sat  him  wol  of  his  linage,  3810 

For  him  an  Irish  womman  bar. 
His  tunge  was  fyled  sharp,  and  squar, 
Poignaunt  and  right  kerving, 
And  wonder  bitter  iu  speking. 
For  whan  that  he  me  gan  espye,         3815 
He  swoor,  afierming  sikirly, 
Bitwcne  Bialacoil  and  me 
Was  yvel  aquayntaunce  and  privee. 
He  epak  therof  so  folily, 
That  he  awakid  Jelousy ;  3820 

Which,  al  afrayed  in  his  rysing. 
Whan  that  he  herde  [him]  jangling, 
He  ran  anoon,  as  he  were  wood. 
To  Bialacoil  thor  that  he  stood  ; 
Which  hadde  lever  in  this  coas  3825 

Have  been  at  Beynes  or  Amyas ; 
For  foot-hoot,  in  his  felonye 
To  him  thus  scide  Jelousye  : — 
*  Why  hast  thou  been  so  nedigent. 
To  kepen,  whan  I  was  absent,  3830 

This  verger  hero  left  in  thy  ward  ? 
To  mo  thou  haddist  no  reward, 
To  tmste  (to  thy  confusioun) 
Him  thus,  to  whom  suspeccioun 
I  have  right  greet,  for  it  is  node  ;        3835 
It  is  wc'l  showed  by  the  dodo. 
Greet  fauto  in  thee  now  have  I  founde  ; 
By  god,  anoon  thou  shalt  be  bounde, 
And  faste  lokon  in  a  tour, 
Withoute  refu>'t  or  socour.  3840 

For  Shame  to  long  hath  be  thee  fro  ; 
Over  sone  she  was  ago. 
Whan  thou  hast  lost  bothodrede  and  fere, 
It  semcd  wel  she  was  not  here. 
She  was  [not]  bisy,  in  no  wyse,  3845 

To  kepe  thee  and  [to]  chastyse. 
And  for  to  helpen  Chastitee 
To  lae-pe  the  roser,  as  thinkith  me. 
For  than  this  boy-knave  so  boldely 
Ne  sholde  not  have  be  hardy,  3850 

[Ne]  in  this  fvergor  had  such  game. 
Which  now  me  tumeth  to  gret  shame.* 
Bialacoil  nist  what  to  sey ; 
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Ful  foyn  he  wolde  have  fled  awey, 

For  fere  han  hid,  nere  than  he  3855 

Al  sodejnly  took  him  with  me. 

And  whan  I  sangh  he  hadde  so, 

This  Jelonsye,  take  us  two, 

I  was  astoned,  and  knew  no  rede. 

But  fledde  awey  for  verrey  drede.       3860 

Than  Shame  cam  forth  ftil  simply ; 
She  wende  have  trespaoed  tal  gretly ; 
Humble  of  hir  port,  and  made  it  simple, 
Wering  a  vayle  in  stede  of  wimple, 
As  nonnis  doon  in  hir  abbey.  3865 

Bioause  hir  herte  was  in  affray. 
She  gan  to  speke,  within  a  throwe, 
To  Jelousye,  right  wonder  lowe. 
First  of  his  grace  she  bisonght. 
And  seide  : — '  Sire,  ne  leveth  nought  3870 
Wikkid-Tunge,  that  fals  espye. 
Which  is  so  glad  to  feyne  and  lye. 
He  hath  you  maad,  thurgh  flatering, 
On  Bialacoil  a  fids  lesing. 
His  falsnesse  is  not  now  anew,  3875 

It  is  to  long  that  he  him  knew. 
This  is  not  the  firste  day  ; 
For  Wikkid-Tunge  hath  custom  ay 
Tongd  folkis  to  bowreye, 
And  fidse  lesinges  on  hem  f  l^ye.        3880 

*  Tit  nevertheles  I  see  among, 
That  the  loigne  it  is  so  longe 
Of  Bialacoil,  hertis  to  lure, 
In  Loves  servise  for  to  endure. 
Drawing  suche  folk  him  to,  3885 

That  he  had  no-thing  with  to  do ; 
But  in  sothnesse  I  trowe  nought, 
That  Bialacoil  hadde  ever  in  thought 
To  do  trespaoe  or  vilanjre  ; 
But,  for  his  modir  Curtesye  3890 

Hath  taught  him  ever  [for]  to  be 
Good  of  aqueyntaunoe  and  privee ; 
For  he  loveth  non  hevinesse^ 
But  mirthe  and  pley,  and  al  gladnesse ; 
He  hateth  alle  ■H^recherous,  3895 

Soleyn  folk  and  envious  ; 
For  [wel]  ye  witen  how  that  he 
Wol  ever  glad  and  joyfcil  be 
Honestly  with  folk  to  pley. 
I  have  be  negligent,  in  good  fey,         3900 
To  chastise  him  ;  therfore  now  I 
Of  herte  f  crye  you  here  mercy, 
That  I  have  been  so  recheles 
To  tamen  him,  withouten  lees. 


Of  my  foly  I  me  rei>ente  ;  3905 

Now  wol  I  hool  sette  myn  entente 
To  kepe,  bothe  floude  and  stille, 
Bialacoil  to  do  your  wille.' 

*  Shame,  Shame,*  seyde  Jelousy, 
*  To  be  bitrasshed  gret  drede  have  I.  3910 
Lecherye  hath  dombe  so  hye. 
That  almost  blered  is  myn  ye  ; 
Ko  wonder  is,  if  that  drede  have  L 
Over-al  regnith  Lechery, 
Whos  might  [yitj  growith  night  and  day. 
Bothe  in  doistre  and  in  abbey  3916 

Chastite  is  werreyed  over-aL 
Therfore  I  wol  with  siker  wal 
Close  bothe  roses  and  roser. 
I  have  to  longe  in  this  maner  39^o 

Left  hem  unclosid  wilfully ; 
Wherfore  I  am  right  inwanlly 
SorowfHU  and  repente  me. 
But  now  they  shal  no  lenger  be 
Unclosid  ;  and  yit  I  drede  sore,  3925 

I  shal  repente  ferthermore, 
For  the  game  goth  al  amis. 
Counsel  I  fmot  [take]  newe,  y-wisi 
I  have  to  longe  tristed  thee. 
But  now  it  shal  no  lenger  be  ;  3930 

For  he  may  best,  in  every  cost, 
Disceyve,  that  men  tristen  most. 
I  see  wel  that  I  am  nygh  shent, 
But-if  I  sette  my  ful  en  tent 
Bemedye  to  purveye.  3935 

Therfore  close  I  shal  the  weye 
Fro  hem  that  wol  the  rose  espye. 
And  come  to  wayte  me  vilanye, 
For,  in  good  feith  and  in  trouthe, 
I  wol  not  lette,  for  no  slouthe,  3940 

To  live  the  more  in  sikimesse, 
fTo  make  anoon  a  forteresse, 
fTo  enclose  the  roses  of  good  savour. 
In  middis  shal  I  make  a  tour 
To  putte  Bialacoil  in  prisoun,  3945 

For  ever  I  drede  me  of  tresoun. 
I  trowe  I  shal  him  kepe  so. 
That  he  shal  have  no  might  to  go 
Aboute  to  make  companye 
To  hem  that  thenke  of  vilanye  ;  3950 

Ne  to  no  such  as  hath  ben  here 
Afom,  and  founde  in  him  good  ohere, 
Which  han  assailed  him  to  shende. 
And  with  hir  trowandyse  to  blende. 
A  fool  is  eyth  [for]  to  bigyle ;  3955 
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But  mijr  I  Ijre  a  IHel  while, 

He  ih«l  forthenke  his  fiur  flemblaimi.* 

Afid  with  that  word  cam  Drede  aTannt, 
Whieh  wu  abaished,  and  in  p^t  fere, 
^^"lum  he  wigte  Jeloiuiye  was  there.    3960 
He  wu  for  drede  in  such  a£Ehiy, 
That  not  a  word  dorste  he  say, 
fiot  qoaking  stood  fvl  stille  sloon, 
Til  Jeloosj^  his  wey  was  goon, 
Sere  Shame,  that  him  not  forsook  ;    3965 
^iw  Drede  and  she  fdl  sore  qnook  ; 
jltljthat  at  Uste  Drede  abreydo, 
And  to  his  coein  Shame  seyde : 
'Shame,'  he  seide,  *  in  sothfastnesse, 
Tu  me  it  is  gret  hevinesse,  3970 

That  the  noyso  so  fer  is  go, 
ind  the  sclanndre  of  ns  two. 
fiat  sith  that  it  is  [so]  bifalle. 
We  may  it  nut  ageyn  [do]  calle, 

irhan  onis  sprongen  is  a  fame.  3975 

For  many  a  yeer  withoaten  blame 

We  han  beon,  and  many  a  day ; 

For  many  an  April  and  many  a  Msy 

We  ban  [y>passed,  not  [ajshamed. 

Til  Jelonsje  hath  ns  blamed  3980 

Of  inistmst  and  suspecionn 

C'anselfS,  witliontcn  enchosocm. 

(.fo  wo  U>  Dunngor  hastily, 

An>l  late  ns  shewe  him  openly, 

That  he  hath  not  aright  [y}-wronght,  3985 

Whan  that  he  sftte  nonght  his  thought 

To  k*»pe  lietttT  the  purpryso  ; 

In  his  di>ing  he  is  not  wj-se. 

Ho  hath  to  as  Ly]*^^  gret  wrong, 

Tliat  hath  suffrcnl  now  so  long  3990 

IHalacoil  to  have  his  wille, 

Alle  his  Instcs  to  fulfillo. 

He  most  amende  it  utterly, 

Or  ell  is  shal  he  i  vilaynsly 

Exyled  be  out  of  this  londe  ;  3995 

For  ho  the  werre  may  not  withstonde 

^>f  Jihmsyc.  nor  the  grcef, 

Sith  Biahicoil  in  at  mischeef.* 

To  Danuger,  Shame  and  Drede  anoon 

Th€'  righto  woy  l>en  [bothe  a}-goon.    4000 

Tlie  rbcrl  they  founden  hem  afoni 

I.igging  undir  an  hawethom. 

I'ndir  his  hcetl  no  pilowe  was. 

But  in  the  stedo  a  trusse  of  gras. 

Ho  Bli>nibru<l.  and  a  nappe  he  took,    4005 

Til  .Shame  pitotisly  him  shook. 


And  greet  manace  on  him  gan  make. 
^Whyslepist  thou  whan  thou  shuldwake?' 
Quod  Shame ;  ^  thou  dost  us  vilanye  ! 
Who  tristith  thee,  ho  doth  folye,        4010 
To  kepe  roses  or  botouns, 
Whan  they  ben  faire  in  hir  sesouns. 
Thou  art  woxe  to  familiere 
Where  thon  shulde  be  straunge  of  ohere, 
Stout  of  thy  port,  redy  to  greve.  4015 

Thou  dost  gret  foly  for  to  leve 
Bialacoil  here-in,  to  calle 
The  yonder  man  to  shenden  us  alle. 
Though  that  thou  slepe,  we  may  here 
Of  Jelousie  gret  noyso  hero.  41)^0 

Art  thou  now  late  ?  ryse  up  fin  hy, 
And  stoppe  sone  and  deliverly 
Alle  the  gappis  of  the  hay  ; 
Do  no  favour,  I  thee  pray. 
It  fallith  no-thing  to  thy  name  4025 

f  Make  fair  semblaunt,  where  thou  maist 
blamo. 

'  If  Bialacoil  be  swete  and  free, 
Dogged  and  fol  thou  shuldist  be  ; 
Froward  and  outrageous,  y-wis  ; 
A  cherl  chaungoth  that  curteis  is.      4030 
This  have  I  herd  ofte  in  seying. 
That  man  [no]  maj',  for  no  daunting, 
Make  a  spcrhauko  of  a  bosarde. 
Alle  men  wolo  holdo  thee  for  musarde, 
That  debonair  have  funiiden  thoe  ;      4035 
It  sit  thee  nought  curteis  to  be ; 
To  do  men  plosaunce  or  servyso, 
In  thee  it  is  rccreaundyso. 
Let  thy  wcrkis,  fer  and  nero, 
Bo  lyko  thy  name,  whicli  is  Daungere.* 

Thiui,  al  abawid  in  shewing,  4041 

Anoon  spak  Dreed,  right  thus  seying, 
And  seide,  *  Daunger,  I  drede  mo 
That  thou  no  wolt  [not]  bisy  bo 
To  kope  that  thou  hast  to  kepe  ;         4045 
Wlian  thou  shuldist wake,thou art  aslope. 
Thou  shalt  be  greved  certejmly, 
If  thco  asi»yo  Jelousy, 
Or  if  ho  fiudo  thee  in  blame. 
He  hath  to-day  assaihnl  Shame,  4()5i> 

And  chased  awoy,  with  gret  manace, 
Bialacoil  out  of  this  place. 
And  swereth  shortly  that  he  shal 
£n<loHo  him  in  a  sturdy  wal ; 
And  al  is  for  thy  wikkcdnesse,  4055 

For  that  thee  faileth  straungenesse. 
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Thyn  herte,  I  trowe,  be  fiuled  al ; 

Thou  shalt  repente  in  special, 

If  Jelousye  the  sothe  knewe ; 

Thou  shalt  forthenke,  and  sore  rewe.'  4060 

With  that  the  cherl  his  dnbbe  gan  shake, 
Fronning  his  ejen  gan  to  make, 
And  hidoas  chere  ;  as  man  in  rage, 
For  ire  ho  brente  in  his  visage. 
Whan  that  he  herde  him  blamed  so,  40^ 
He  seide,  *  Out  of  my  wit  I  go ; 
To  be  discomfit  I  have  gret  wrong. 
Certis,  I  have  now  lived  to  long, 
Sith  I  may  not  this  closer  kepe  ; 
Al  quik  I  wolde  be  dolven  depe,  4070 

If  any  man  shal  more  repeire 
Into  this  garden,  for  foole  or  faire. 
Myji  herte  for  ire  goth  a-fere, 
That  I  lete  any  entre  here. 
I  have  do  foly,  now  I  see,  4075 

But  now  it  shal  amended  be. 
Who  settith  foot  here  any  more, 
Truly,  he  shal  repente  it  sore  ; 
For  no  man  mo  into  this  plaoe 
Of  me  to  entre  shal  have  grace.  4080 

Lever  I  hadde,  with  swerdis  tw^yne, 
Thurgh-out  myn  herte,  in  every  veyne 
Peroed  to  be,  with  many  a  wounde, 
Than  slouthe  shulde  in  me  be  founde. 
From  hennesforth,  by  night  or  day,  4085 
I  shal  defende  it,  if  I  may, 
Withonten  any  ezcepcioun 
Of  ech  maner  oondioioun  ; 
And  if  I  fBjiy  man  it  grannte, 
Holdeth  me  for  reoreaunte.*  4090 

Than  Daunger  on  his  feet  gan  stonde. 
And  hente  a  burdoun  in  his  honde. 
Wroth  in  his  ire,  ne  lefte  he  nought, 
But  thurgh  the  verger  he  hath  sought. 
If  he  might  finde  hole  or  trace,  4095 

Wher-thurgh  that  me[n]  mot  f orthl^  pace. 
Or  any  gskppe,  he  dide  it  close. 
That  no  man  mighte  touohe  a  rose 
Of  the  roser  al  aboute ; 
He  shitteth  every  man  withoute.        4100 

Thus  day  by  day  Daunger  is  wers, 
More  wondirAil  and  more  divers, 
And  feller  eek  than  ever  he  was ; 
For  him  ful  oft  I  singe  *  alias ! ' 
For  I  ne  may  nought,  thurgh  his  ire,  4105 
Becover  that  I  most  desire. 
Myn  herte,  alias,  wol  brest  a-two. 


For  Bialaooil  I  wratthed  sa 

For  oerteynly,  in  eveiy  membra 

I  quake,  whan  I  me  remembre  4  no 

Of  the  botoun,  which  [that]  I  wolde 

Fulle  ofte  a  day  seen  and  biholda. 

And  whan  I  thenke  upon  the  kiase, 

And  how  muohe  joye  and  bUsse 

I  hadde  thurgh  the  savour  swete,        4 115 

For  wante  of  it  I  grone  and  grete. 

Me  thenkith  I  fele  yit  in  my  nose 

The  swete  savour  of  the  rose. 

And  now  I  woot  that  I  mot  go 

So  fer  the  fresshe  floures  fro,  4120 

To  me  ful  welcome  were  the  deeih  ; 

Absens  therof^  alias,  me  sleeth  ! 

For  whylom  with  this  rose,  alias, 

I  touched  nose,  mouth,  and  face  ; 

But  now  the  deeth  I  must  al^e.        4125 

But  Love  consente,  another  tyde. 

That  onis  I  touche  may  and  kiss^, 

I  trowe  my  peyne  shal  never  lisse. 

Theron  is  al  my  coveityse. 

Which  brent  myn  herte  in  many  ws^ae. 

Now  shal  repaire  agayn  si^iinge,        4 131 

Long  waoche  on  nightls,  and  no  slepinge; 

Thought  in  wisshing,  torment,  and  wo, 

With  many  a  turning  to  and  fro. 

That  half  my  peyne  I  can  not  telle.     4135 

For  I  am  fallen  into  belle 

From  paradys  and  welthe,  the  more 

My  turment  greveth  ;  more  and  more 

Anoyeth  now  the  bittimesse, 

That  I  tofom  have  felt  swetnesse^      414c 

And  Wikkid-Tunge,  thur^  his  falahede, 

Causeth  al  my  wo  and  drede. 

On  me  he  leyeth  a  pitous  charge, 

Bicause  his  tunge  was  to  large. 

Kow  it  is  tyme,  shortly  that  I         4145 
Telle  3rou  som-thing  of  Jelousy, 
That  was  in  gret  suspecioun. 
Aboute  him  lefte  he  no  masoun. 
That  stoon  coude  leye,  ne  querrour ; 
He  hired  hem  to  make  a  tour.  4150 

And  first,  the  roses  for  to  kepe, 
Aboute  hem  made  he  a  diche  depe. 
Eight  wondir  large,  and  also  brood ; 
Upon  the  whiche  also  stood 
Of  squared  stoon  a  sturdy  wal,  4155 

Which  on  a  cragge  was  founded  al. 
And  right  gret  thikkenesse  eek  it  bar. 
Abouten,  it  was  founded  squar. 
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An  Irandnd  fiMlome  on  every  ^yde, 
It  ivu«l  liche  longe  and  -wyde.  4160 

I^  uj  tyme  it  were  assayledi 
M  vel  abonte  it  was  batayled ; 
I        ^d  nmnde  enviroan  eek  were  set 
^  many  a  riche  and  fair  tooret. 
^  treiy  corner  of  this  wal  4i(^ 

^M  let  a  tour  fdl  principal ; 
•^d  eyerich  hadde,  withonte  fkble, 
Aporte<o]ys  defensable 
To  kepe  of  enemies,  and  to  grovCf 
Hist  there  hir  force  wolde  preve.        4170 
Aod  eek  amidde  this  pnrpryse 
K'm  maad  a  tonr  of  ^ret  maistrjrse ; 
A  fiurer  sangh  no  man  with  sight, 
Large  and  wyde,  and  of  gret  might. 
The  J  [ne]  dredde  noon  aasaut  4175 

Of  ginne,  gonne,  nor  skaflfant. 
[For]  the  tempmre  of  the  mortere 
Was  maad  of  licoor  wonder  dere ; 
Of  qnikke  lyme  persant  and  egre, 
The  which  was  tempred  with  vinegre. 
The  stoon  was  hard  fas  ademant,       4181 
Wherof  they  made  the  fonndement. 
The  tour  was  roonde,  maad  in  compas ; 
In  al  this  world  no  richer  was, 
Ne  better  ordeigned  therwithaL  4185 

Abonte  the  tonr  was  maad  a  wal, 
80  that,  bitwixt  that  and  the  tour, 
fBoeers  were  set  of  swete  savour, 
With  many  roses  that  they  bere. 
And  eek  within  the  castel  were  4190 

Springold^  gonnes,  bows,  archers ; 
And  eek  above,  atte  comers. 
Men  sesm  over  the  walle  stonde 
Orete  engjmes,  f  whiche  were  nigh  hondo ; 
And  in  the  kernels,  here  and  there,    4195 
Of  arblasters  gret  plentee  were. 
Noon   armore  might   hir   stroke    with- 

stonde. 
It  were  foly  to  preoe  to  honde. 
Without  the  diche  were  listes  made, 
With  walles  batayled  large  and  brade,4ioo 
For  men  and  hors  shulde  not  atteyne 
To  neigh  the  diche  over  the  pleyne. 
Thos  Jelousye  hath  enviroun 
Set  aboute  his  gamisoun 
With  walles  rounde,  and  diche  dope,  4J05 
Only  the  roser  for  to  kepe. 
And  Daunger  [eek],  erly  and  late 
The  keyes  kepte  of  the  utter  gate. 


The  which  openeth  toward  the  eest. 
And  he  hadde  with  him  atte  leest      4210 
Thritty  servaimtes,  echon  by  name. 

That  other  gate  kepte  Shame, 
Which  openede,  as  it  was  couth, 
Toward  the  parte  of  the  south. 
Sergeauntes  assigned  were  hir  to        4^15 
Ful  many,  hir  wille  for  to  do. 

Than  Drede  hadde  in  hir  baillyo 
The  keping  of  the  conestablerye. 
Toward  the  north,  I  undirstonde. 
That  opened  upon  the  left  honde,        4220 
The  which  for  no-thing  may  be  sure, 
But-if  she  do  [hir]  bisy  cure 
Erly  on  morowe  and  also  late. 
Strongly  to  shette  and  barre  the  gate. 
Of  every  thing  that  she  may  see  4225 

Drede  is  aferd,  wher-so  she  be ; 
For  with  a  puff  of  litel  winde 
Drede  is  astonied  in  hir  minde. 
Therfore,  for  stelinge  of  the  rose, 
I  rede  hir  nought  the  yate  unclose.    4230 
A  foulis  flight  wol  make  hir  flee, 
And  eek  a  shadowe,  if  she  it  see. 

Thanno  Wikked-Tunge,  ful  of  envye. 
With  sondiours  of  Normandye, 
As  he  that  causeth  al  the  bate,  4255 

Was  keper  of  the  fourthe  gate, 
And  also  to  the  tother  three 
He  went  fill  ofte,  for  to  see. 
Whan  his  lot  was  to  wake  a-night, 
His  instrumentis  wolde  he  dight,        4240 
For  to  blowe  and  make  soun, 
Ofter  than  he  hath  enchesoun ; 
And  walkcn  oft  upon  the  wal. 
Comers  and  wikettis  over-al 
Ful  narwe  serchen  and  espye  ;  4245 

Though  he  nought  fond,  yit  wolde  he  Ijre. 
Discordaunt  ever  fro  armonye. 
And  distoned  from  melodyo, 
Controve  he  wolde,  and  foule  fayle. 
With  hompypes  of  Ck>mewayle.  4250 

In  floj'tes  made  he  discordaunce. 
And  in  his  musik,  with  mischaunce. 
He  wolde  soyn,  with  notes  newe. 
That  he  [nc]  fond  no  womman  trewe, 
Xe  that  he  sangh  never,  in  his  lyf,      4255 
I'nto  hir  husbondo  a  trewe  wyf ; 
Ne  noon  so  ful  of  honcstee, 
Tliat  she  nil  laughe  and  mcry  be 
Whan  that  she  hereth,  or  may  espye. 


c  5 


44 


tit  (BonutttU  of  tit  (gtoee. 


[Fraomcst  B. 


A  man  speken  of  leohoxyo.  4260 

Everioh  of  hem  hath  somme  vyoe  ; 

Oon  ia  dishonest,  another  is  nyoe  ; 

If  oon  be  ful  of  vihinjOf 

Another  hath  a  likerous  ye ; 

If  oon  be  ftd  of  wantonesse,  4265 

Another  is  a  chideresse. 

Thus   Wikked-Tun^e   (god   yeve  him 
shame!) 
Can  pntte  hem  everiohone  in  blame 
Withonte  desert  and  canseles ; 
He  lyeth,  though  they  been  gUtles.     4370 
I  have  pite  to  seen  the  sqrwe, 
That  fwaketh  bothe  eve  and  morwe, 
To  innocents  doth  sach  grevannce  ; 
I  pray  god  yeve  him  evel  channce, 
That  he  ever  so  bisy  is  4275 

Of  any  womman  to  sejm  amis ! 

Eek  Jeloosye  god  confoonde, 
That  hath  [yj-maad  a  tour  so  roonde, 
And  made  abonte  a  garisonn 
To  sette  BiaUicoil  in  prisoon  ;  4080 

The  which  is  shet  there  in  the  toor, 
Pol  longo  to  holde  there  sojour, 
There  for  to  live[n]  in  penaunce. 
And  for  to  do  him  more  grevannce, 
f  Thor  hath  ordeyned  Jeloosye  4385 

An  olde  vekke,  for  to  espye 
The  maner  of  his  govemaonoe  ; 
The  whiche  devel,  in  hir  enfannoe, 
Had  lemed  [mnche]  of  Loves  art, 
And  of  his  pleyes  took  hir  peyrt ;  4290 

She  was  foxpert  in  his  servyse. 
She  knew  ech  wrenche  and  every  gyse 
Of  love,  and  every  [loveres]  wyle, 
It  was  [the]  harder  hir  to  gyle. 
Of  Bialacoil  she  took  ay  hede,  4395 

That  ever  he  liveth  in  wo  and  drede. 
He  kepte  him  coy  and  eek  privee, 
Lost  in  him  she  hadde  see 
Any  foly  coontenaonce, 
For  she  knew  al  the  olde  daonoe.        4300 
And  aftir  this,  whan  Jelonsye 
Had  Bialacoil  in  his  baillye. 
And  shette  him  up  that  was  so  free. 
For  setire  of  him  he  wolde  be. 
He  tmsteth  sore  in  his  castel ;  4305 

The  stronge  werk  him  lyketh  wel. 
He  dradde  nat  that  no  glotonns 
Sholde  stele  his  roses  or  botoons. 
The  roses  weren  assured  alle, 


Defenoed  with  the  stronge  walle.        4310 
Now  Jelousye  ftil  wol  may  bo 
Of  drede  devoid,  in  libertee, 
Whether  that  he  slope  or  wake  ; 
For  of  his  roses  may  noon  be  take. 

But  I,  alias,  now  mome  shal ;  4315 

Bicause  I  was  without  the  wal, 
Ful  moche  dole  and  mono  I  made. 
Who  hadde  wist  what  wo  I  hadde, 
I  trowe  he  wolde  have  had  pitee. 
Love  to  deere  had  sold  to  me  4320 

The  good  that  of  his  love  hadde  L 
I  fwende  a  bought  it  al  queyntly  ; 
But  now,  thurgh  doubling  of  my  peyn, 
I  see  he  wolde  it  selle  ageyn. 
And  me  a  newe  bargoyn  lere,  4335 

The  which  al-out  the  more  is  dere, 
For  the  solace  that  I  have  lorn, 
Than  I  hadde  it  never  afom. 
Certayn  I  ajn  ful  lyk,  indeed. 
To  him  that  oast  in  erthe  his  seed  ;     4330 
And  hath  joie  of  the  newe  spring, 
Whan  it  greneth  in  the  ginning, 
And  is  also  iair  and  fresh  of  flour. 
Lusty  to  seen,  swote  of  odour ; 
But  er  he  it  in  sheves  shore,  4335 

May  Adle  a  weder  that  shal  it  dere. 
And  make[n]  it  to  fade  and  falle. 
The  stalk,  the  greyn,  and  floures  alle  ; 
That  to  the  ftilier  is  fonlone 
The  hope  that  he  hadde  to  sone.  4340 

I  drede,  certejn,  that  so  fare  I ; 
For  hope  and  travaile  sikerly 
Ben  me  biraft  al  with  a  storm  ; 
The  floure  nil  seden  of  my  com. 
For  Love  hath  so  avaunced  me,  4345 

Whan  I  bigan  my  privitee 
To  Bialacoil  al  for  to  telle. 
Whom  I  ne  fond  froward  ne  felle, 
But  took  a-gree  al  hool  my  play. 
But  Love  is  of  so  hard  assay,  4350 

That  al  at  onis  he  reved  me. 
Whan  I  fwend  boat  aboven  have  be. 
It  is  of  Love,  as  of  Fortune, 
That  chaungeth  ofto,  and  nil  con  tune  ; 
Which  whylom  wol  on  folke  smyle,     4355 
And  gloumbe  on  hem  another  whyle  ; 
Now  freend,  now  foo,  [thou]  shalt  hir  fele, 
For  [in]  a  twinkling  tourneth  hir  wheel. 
She  c€Ui  wrythe  hir  heed  awey. 
This  is  the  conoours  of  hir  ploy  ;  436(1 
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SbeetnangrM  thfttdothmome, 

And  vbirla  ftdown,  and  overtnme 

WhoBtthh  hicglwt,  fml  as  hir  flist ; 

A  fool  if  ha  that  wol  hir  trist. 

''orit  fun  I  that  am  com  donn  43(^ 

Ilraif h  fchange  and  revolncioan ! 

8Hh  fiudacotl  mot  fro  me  twixme, 

fSxt  in  the  priacmn  yond  withinne, 

Hii  fthtenee  at  myn  herte  I  fele ; 

?nr  al  my  joje  and  al  myn  hele  4370 

Wm  in  him  and  in  the  rose, 

Hiat  bat  yon  fwal,  which  him  doth  dose, 

Ppen,  that  I  may  him  see, 

Lore  nil  not  that  I  cored  be 

Of  the  peynea  that  I  endure,  4375 

}^oir  ot  my  cmel  aTentnre. 

A,  Bialacoil,  myn  owne  dere ! 
Ihoof  h  thoa  be  now  a  priaonere, 
Kcpe  atte  leste  thyn  herte  to  me, 
And  gaffre  not  that  it  dannted  be  ;     4380 
Xe  lat  not  Jelousye,  in  hia  rage, 
Patt«n  thyn  herte  in  no  servage. 
Although  he  chastice  thee  withonte, 
And  make  thy  body  nnto  him  lonte, 
Have  herte  as  hard  as  d^'amaunt,        4385 
Stedeiaat,  and  nought  pliaunt ; 
In  prisoun  though  thy  body  be, 
At  large  kepe  thyn  herte  free. 
A  trewe  herte  wol  not  plye 
For  no  manace  that  it  may  drye.        4390 
If  Jelt>usye  doth  thee  payno, 
Quyte  him  his  whylc  thus  agayne, 
To  venge  thee,  atte  leest  in  thought, 
If  other  way  thou  mayost  nought ; 
And  in  this  wyse  sotilly  4395 

W(»rche,  and  winne  the  maistry. 
Bat  yit  I  am  in  gret  affray 
Lest  thou  do  not  as  I  say  ; 
I  drede  thou  canst  me  greet  maugree, 
That  thou  emprisoned  art  for  me  ;      4400 
But  that  [is]  not  for  my  trespas. 
For  thurgh  me  never  discovered  was 
Yit  thing  that  oughte  be  secreo. 
Wei  more  anoy  [thor]  is  in  me. 
Than  is  in  thee,  of  this  mischaunoo  ;  4405 
For  I  endure  more  hard  penaunce 
Than  any  [man]  can  seyn  or  thinke. 
That  for  the  sorwo  almost  I  sinke. 
Whan  I  remembre  me  of  my  wo, 
Ful  nygh  out  of  my  wit  I  ga  4410 

Inward  myn  herte  I  fclo  blede, 


For  oomfortles  the  deeth  I  drede. 
Ow  I  not  wel  to  have  distresse, 
Whan  false,  thurgh  hir  wikkednesse, 
And  traitours,  that  am  envyous,         4415 
To  noyen  me  bo  so  coragious  ? 

A,  Bialacoil !  fvX  wel  I  see, 
That  they  hem  shape  to  disceyi'o  thee. 
To  make  thee  buxom  to  hir  lawe. 
And  with  hir  corde  thee  to  drawe       4420 
Wher-so  hem  lust,  right  at  hir  wil ; 
I  drede  they  have  thee  brought  thertiL 
Withoute  comfort,  thought  me  sleeth  ; 
This  game  wol  bringe  me  to  my  deeth. 
For  if  your  fgode  wille  I  lose,  44*5 

I  mote  be  deed  ;  I  may  not  chose. 
And  if  that  thou  foryote  me, 
Mjm  herte  shal  never  in  lyking  be  ; 
Nor  elles-where  finde  solace,   > 
If  I  bo  put  out  of  your  grace,  4430 

As  it  shal  never  been,  I  hope  ; 
Than  shulde  I  falle[n]  in  wanhope. 

[Here^  at  1.  407t>  of  the  French  text, 
ends  the  work  of  O.  de  Lorris ;  ami 
begins  ^he  tcork  of  Jean  do  Meun.] 

Alias,  in  wanhope  ?— nay,  pardee  ! 
For  I  wol  never  dispeired  be. 
If  Hope  mo  foile,  than  am  I  44.%$ 

Ungracious  and  unworthy ; 
In  Hope  I  wol  comforted  bo. 
For  Love,  whan  he  bitaught  hir  me, 
Seide,  that  Hope,  whor-so  I  go, 
Shulde  ay  bo  relees  to  my  wo.  4440 

But  wliat  and  she  my  balis  bete, 
And  bo  to  m©  curteis  and  swcto  ? 
She  is  in  no-thing  fal  certeyn. 
Lovers  she  put  in  fVil  gret  peyn, 
And  makith  hem  with  wo  to  dele.       4445 
Hir  fair  bihocst  disccy^'oth  fele, 
For  she  wol  bihote,  sikirly, 
And  failen  af\ir  outrely. 
A  !  that  is  a  ful  noyous  thing  ! 
For  many  a  lover,  in  bmng,  445«» 

Hangcth  upon  hir,  and  trusteth  fast, 
Whiche  lose  hir  travel  at  the  last. 
Of  thing  to  comen  she  woot  right  nought ; 
Therfore,  if  it  bo  wysly  sought, 
Hir  counseille,  foly  is  to  take.  4455 

For  many  tymes,  whan  she  wol  make 
I  A  ful  good  silogismo,  I  drede 
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That  aftirward  ther  shal  in  dede 

Folwe  an  evel  oonclosionn  ; 

This  put  me  in  oonfosionn.  4460 

For  many  tymes  I  have  it  seen, 

That  many  have  bigyled  been. 

For  trust  that  they  have  set  in  Hope, 

Which  fel  hem  aftirward  a-slope. 

But  natheles  }dt,  gladly  she  wolde,  446$ 
That  he,  that  wol  him  with  hir  holde, 
Hadde  alle  tymes  fhis  purx)08  dere, 
Withoute  deceyte,  or  any  were. 
That  she  desireth  sikirly  ; 
Whan  I  hir  blamed,  I  did  foly.  4470 

But  what  avayleth  hir  good  wille. 
Whan  she  ne  may  staunche  my  stounde 

ille? 
That  helpith  litel,  that  she  may  do, 
Outake  biheest  unto  my  wo. 
And  heeste  oerteyn,  in  no  wyse,  4475 

Withoute  yifb,  is  not  to  fpryse. 

Whan  heest  and  deed  a-sundir  varie. 
They  doon  [me  have]  a  gret  contrarie. 
Thus  am  I  possed  up  and  doun 
With  dool,  thought,  and  confhsioun ;  4480 
Of  my  disese  ther  is  no  noumbre. 
Daungor  and  Shame  me  encumbre, 
Drede  also,  and  Jelousye, 
And  Wikked-Tunge,  ful  of  envy©. 
Of  whiche  the  sharpe  and  cruel  ire    4485 
Ful  oft  me  put  in  gret  martire. 
They  han  my  joye  ftilly  let, 
Sith  Bialaooil  they  have  bishet 
Fro  me  in  prisoun  wikkidly. 
Whom  I  love  bo  entierly,  4490 

That  it  wol  my  bane  be. 
But  I  the  soner  may  him  see. 
And  jrit  moreover,  wurst  of  alle, 
Ther  is  set  to  kepe,  foule  hir  bifedle ! 
A  rimpled  vekke,  fer  ronne  in  age,     4495 
Frowning  and  yelowe  in  hir  visage. 
Which  in  awayte  lyth  day  and  night. 
That  noon  of  hem  may  have  a  sight. 
Xow  moot  my  sorwe  enforced  be ; 
Fnlsoth  it  is,  that  Loveyaf  me  4500 

Three  wonder  yifbes  of  his  grace. 
Which  I  have  lorn  now  in  this  place, 
Sith  they  ne  may,  withoute  drede, 
Helpen  but  litel,  who  taketh  hede. 
For  hero  avaUeth  no  Swete-Thought,  4505 
And  Swete-Speche  helpith  right  nought. 
The  thridde  was  called  Swete-Loking, 


That  now  is  lorn,  wi^ont  losing. 

[The]  yiftes  were  fair,  but  not  forthy 

They  helpe  me  but  Bimp[il]ly,  4510 

But  Bialaooil  [mi^]  loosed  be, 

To  gon  at  large  and  to  be  free. 

For  him  my  lyf  lyth  al  in  dout, 

But-if  he  come  the  rather  out. 

Alias  !  I  trowe  it  wol  not  been  !  4515 

For  how  shuld  I  evermore  him  seen  ? 

He  may  not  out,  and  that  is  wrong, 

Bicause  the  tour  is  so  strong. 

How  shulde  he  out  ?  by  whos  prowesse. 

Out  of  so  strong  a  forteresse  ?  4520 

By  me,  certeyn,  it  nil  be  do ; 

God  woot,  I  have  no  wit  therto ! 

But  wel  I  woot  I  was  in  rage. 

Whan  I  to  Love  dide  homage. 

Who  was  in  cause,  in  sothfastnesse,  4535 

But  hir-silf,  dame  Idelnesse, 

Which  mo  conveyed,  thurgh  fair  pn^ere, 

To  entre  into  that  fair  vergere  ? 

She  was  to  blame  me  to  leve. 

The  which  now  doth  me  sore  grevo.    4530 

A  foolis  word  is  nought  to  trowe, 

Ne  worth  an  appel  for  to  lowe ; 

Men  shulde  him  snibbe  bittirly. 

At  pryme  temps  of  his  foly. 

I  was  a  fool,  and  she  me  leved,  4535 

Thurgh  whom  I  am  right  nought  releved. 

She  accomplisshed  al  my  wil. 

That  now  me  greveth  wondir  iL 

Resoun  me  seide  what  shulde  falle. 

A  fool  my-silf  I  may  wel  calle,  4540 

That  love  asyde  I  had  not  lejrde, 

And  trowed  that  dame  Besoun  seyde. 

Resoun  had  bothe  skile  and  right. 

Whan  she  me  blamed,  with  al  hir  might. 

To  medle  of  love,  that  hath  me  shent ; 

But  certeyn  now  I  wol  repent.  4546 

'  And  shulde  I  repent  ?    Nay,  parde ! 
A  fals  traitour  than  shulde  I  be. 
The  develles  ongins  wolde  me  take, 
If  I  my  f  lorde  wolde  forsake,  4550 

Or  Bialacoil  falsly  bitraye. 
Shulde  I  at  mischeef  hate  him  ?  nay, 
Sith  he  now,  for  his  ourtesye. 
Is  in  prisoim  of  Jelousye. 
Ourtesye  certeyn  dide  he  me,  4555 

So  fmuche,  it  may  not  yolden  be, 
Whan  he  the  hay  passen  me  lete, 
To  kisse  the  rose,  faire  and  swete  : 
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Sholda  I  therfore  oiume  him  nuragree  ? 
Haj,  carteiynlj,  it  shal  not  be ;  4560 

^  Lore  ilud  never,  fifgod  wil, 
Hiwof  me,  thorgh  word  or  wil, 
^)fcwe  or  oomplajnt,  more  or  lesse, 
^cither  of  Hope  nor  Idilnease ; 
^  certJs,  it  were  wrong  that  I  4565 

^•*ed  hem  for  hir  cnrteiye. 
THer  is  not  ellis,  bat  snffre  and  thinke, 
Aod  waken  whan  I  sholde  winke ; 
Abfde  in  hope,  til  Love,  thnrgh  ohannce, 
Sende  me  aoconr  or  allegeannoe,         4570 
&pectant  1^  til  I  m^y  mete 
To  g«ten  mercy  of  that  swete. 

'  Whylom  I  thinke  how  Love  to  me 
Sejde  he  wolde  take[n]  att[e]  giee 
If  J  servise,  if  nnpacience  4575 

Ceased  me  to  doon  offence. 
He  lejde,  **  In  thank  I  shal  it  take, 
And  high  maister  eek  thee  make. 
If  wikkedneese  ne  reve  it  thee ; 
Bat  sone,  I  trowe,  that  shal  not  be.'*  4580 
Theee  were  his  wordis  by  and  by ; 
It  aemed  he  loved  me  trewly. 
Xow  is  ther  not  but  serve  him  wele, 
If  that  I  thinke  his  thank  to  fele. 
My  ^^*^  myn  harm,  lyth  hool  in  me  ; 
In  Lfive  may  no  defante  be ;  4586 

For  trewe  Love  ffailid  never  man. 
Sothly,  the  fante  mot  nedis  than 
(As  Ood  forbede  !)  be  foonde  in  me, 
And  how  it  cometh,  I  can  not  see.      4590 
Xow  lat  it  goon  as  it  may  go  ; 
Whether  Love  wol  soconre  me  or  slo, 
He  may  do  hool  on  me  his  wiL 
I  am  so  sore  bonnde  him  til. 
From  his  servyse  I  may  not  fleen  ;      4595 
For  lyf  and  deth,  withonten  wene. 
Is  in  his  hand  ;  I  may  not  chese  ; 
He  may  me  do  bothe  winne  and  lese. 
And  sith  so  sore  he  doth  me  greve, 
Tit,  if  my  lost  he  wolde  acheve  4600 

To  Bialacoil  goodly  to  be, 
I  yeve  no  force  what  fello  on  me. 
For  thoagh  I  dye,  as  I  mot  nede, 
I  praye  Love,  of  his  goodlihede. 
To  Bialacoil  do  gentilnesse,  4605 

For  whom  I  live  in  sach  distresse, 
That  I  mote  deyen  for  penaonce. 
Bat  first,  withoate  repentaance, 
I  wol  me  confesse  in  good  entent, 


And  make  in  haste  my  testament,      4610 
As  lovers  doon  that  felen  smerte : — 
To  Bialacoil  leve  I  myn  herte 
Al  hool,  withoate  departing, 
Or  doablenesse  of  repenting.' 

Coment  Baisoun  vient  a  Ii'amant. 

Thas  as  I  made  my  passage  4615 

In  compleynt,  and  in  crnel  rage. 
And  I  fnist  wher  to  findo  a  leche 
That  ooathe  anto  mjm  helping  eche, 
Sodeynly  agayn  comen  doan 
Oat  of  hir  toor  I  saogh  Hesoon,  4620 

Discrete  and  wys,  and  fol  plesaant, 
And  of  hir  porte  fol  avenaant. 
The  righte  woy  she  took  to  me. 
Which  stood  in  greet  perplexite, 
That  was  posshed  in  every  side,  4625 

That  I  nist  where  I  might  abyde, 
Til  she,  demarely  sad  of  chore, 
Seide  to  me  as  she  com  nere  : — 

'  Myn  owne  froend,  art  thoa  5dt  greved? 
How  is  this  qaarel  yit  acheved  4630 

Of  Loves  syde  ?    Anoon  me  telle  ; 
Hast  thoa  not  yit  of  love  thy  fille  ? 
Art  thoa  not  wery  of  thy  servyse 
That  thee  hath  [pjTied]  in  sich  wyse  ? 
What  joye  hast  thoa  in  thy  loving  ?  4635 
Is  it  swete  or  bitter  thing  ? 
Canst  thoa  yit  chese,  lat  mo  see. 
What  best  thy  socoar  mighte  be  ? 

'  Thoa  servest  a  fol  noble  lord. 
That  maketh  thee  thral  for  thy  reward, 
Which  ay  renewith  thy  tarmcnt,       4641 
With  foly  so  he  hath  thee  blent. 
Thoa  felle  in  mischeef  thilke  day. 
Whan  thoa  didcst,  the  sothe  to  say, 
Obeysaimce  and  eek  homage  ;  4645 

Thoa  wrooghtest  no-thing  as  the  sage. 
Whan  thoa  bicam  his  liege  man, 
Thoa  didist  a  gret  foly  than  ; 
Thoa  wistest  not  what  fel  therto. 
With  what  lord  thoa  haddist  to  do.    4650 
If  thoa  haddist  him  wel  knowe, 
Thoa  haddist  noaght  be  broaght  so  lowe ; 
For  if  thoa  wistest  what  it  were, 
Thoa  noldist  serve  him  half  a  yeer. 
Not  a  weke,  nor  half  a  day,  4655 

Ne  3at  an  hoar  withoate  delay, 
Ne  never  fhan  loved  paramoors. 
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1 19  BO  fed  of  slumre^ 
XnowfiHt  liim  ooght  P  ^ 

l/A  maunt.  *■  Ye,  damA,  pqrde  [ ' 

Raixoun.     '  Kftj,  naj/ 

L  'A  ffi  ti  u  nf .       *  Tee,  1/ 

iZjUuoitn.  *■  Wliepof,  lat  see  ? '  4/160 

L'AfiifiMnt,     '  Of  ttuht  lie  seydel  ihultlo 
b» 
Olad  to  liavo  eitli  lord  as  he. 
And  iziaisicr  of  aich  seLgTiory,' 

Raisounv     ^  Kno\vifft  him  no  more  7  * 

Z,^'^tF*awfif+  *  Niij,  ccrtLS,  I, 

Save  tliat  he  yaf  me  rewles  there,       4665 
And  won  to  his  wcy,  I  liiste  whore, 
And  I  abood  lionnde  in  balaunoe/ 

Ua  iibiun,   *  Lt^,  th  ere  n  noble  eon  ianiince ! 
Bat  I  wil  that  thou  knowe  him  now 
O inning  and  ende,  Bitb  that  thmi       46^ 
Art  so  ftnffuiaahons  and  maU, 
Difllijrnr^d  out  ofaatate  ; 
ThdT"  oxfiy  no  wrecche  have  more  of  vo, 
He  coltif  noon  endnron  ho. 
It  wore  to  e^'cry  irian  fitting  467,^; 

Of  hii  lord  hftvo  knowloching^. 
For  if  thou  Icnewe  him,  out  of  dout, 
Liglitly  thoa  fthuld©  pijcsipen  ont 
Of  the  prisoTin  that  mjirreth  th««u* 

L'AmfiunL     '  Yoj  dame  I  aith  mj^  lord 
ia  he,  4680 

And  I  Ui^  man,  maad  -cHtli  mjn  hondo^ 
T  wold«  nght  f^ra  nndJntonde 


T' I'  here  of  Irwe  discripcionn, 

*■  Lono,  it  15  an  hatefnl  peet, 
A  freo  a<N|tiitat[nce,  withrmt  rpleee!, 
+A  trmxihe,  fr«t  full  of  tjOshede,  47^5 

A  sikernorae^  ^I  set  In  drede  ; 
III  tzert«  is  n  dispeirlng-  liope^ 
And  fulle  of  hopo,  it  is  wanhope  j 
Wtsb  wflodneftse,  and  wood  retoiui, 
A  sweto  peril,  in  io  drouuc,  47m 

An  hevy  hirtheo,  light  to  hare^ 
A  wikkoft  winvo  Awej-  to  were. 
It  la  Caribdi^  perilons, 
Disa^tvable  and  ^racionf. 
It  LB  disMrdauiie^p  thnt  can  aooorde,  4715 
And  aoconhmnoe  to  diacorde. 
It  is  cnnnln^  withonte  scienee^^ 
WiKlom  withonte  sapience, 
Wit  withonte  discrecioiin, 
Havotr,  withonte  poaseasioun.  4  7 jo 

It  10  fsiko  hete  and  hool  aiknesK, 
A  fthmirt  drown<xl  +in  diYmkeneosct, 
f  An  helthe  ful  of  maladyo, 
And  eliariteo  ful  of  envye, 
f  An  hunger  ftil  of  hahnndannoe,        47*5 
Ami  a  gred}-  BuffijsaTtnee  ; 
Delyt  right  ftil  of  hovinesBe, 
And  drerifTiJed  fiil  of  glailnesse  ; 
Bitter  Bwetncsj$<?  and  swett*  erronr, 
night  eve!  b«  von  red  good  eavoar  ;       4730 
fSiuno  that  pwi^otm  hoth  within  ne, 
Aud   p(Lfd<»un    B|Kitt«d   witkoat    [with] 
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BiQci,  ribaned  with  gold,  to  were: 

lor  al-to  wel  wol  love  be  set 

Under  nggw  as  liche  rochet ; 

And  eek  as  wel  f  be  amourettes  4755 

In  mooming  Uak,  as  bright  bnmett^i. 

For  noon  is  of  so  mochel  prys, 

K«  no  man  fo«mden  [is]  so  wys, 

Ke  noon  lo  high  is  of  parage, 

Ke  no  man  fonnde  of  wit  so  sage,       4760 

No  man  so  hardy  ne  so  wight, 

Xe  no  man  of  so  mochel  might, 

Xonn  80  fnlfilled  of  bounte, 

tBat  he  with  love  may  daunted  be. 

AJ  the  world  holdith  this  way ;  4765 

h>ve  makith  alle  to  goon  miswey, 

But  it  be  they  of  yvel  lyf, 

VCban  Oenios  cnrsith,  majo.  and  wyf. 

That  wrongly  werke  ageyn  nature. 

Xoon  loche  I  love,  ne  have  no  cure    4770 

Of  toche  as  Loves  servannts  been. 

And  wol  not  by  my  counsel  fleen. 

Fw  I  no  preyse  that  loving, 

^er-thnrgh  man,  at  the  laste  ending, 

^  calle  hem  wrecchis  fnlle  of  wo,  4775 

We  p^veth  hem  and  shendith  so. 

Bat  if  thou  wolt  wel  Love  cschewe, 

''«»r  to  escape  out  of  his  mewe, 

And  iruike  al  hool  thy  sorwe  to  slake, 

^fo  bcttir  counsel  mayst  thou  take,     4780 

Than  thinke  to  fleen  wel,  y-wis  ; 

Vsy  nought  helpe  dies ;   for  wite  thou 

this:— 
If  thou  flee  it,  it  shal  flee  thee ; 
Fol«m-G  it,  and  folowen  shal  it  thee.' 

L'Awttiint.     \Vhan   I  hadde    herd    al 
Besoun  s^yn,  47*5 

Which  haddo  spilt  hir  speche  in  veyn  : 
•  iMme/  se>-de  I,  '  I  dar  wel  sey 
CK  this  avaunt  me  wel  I  may 
That  from  your  scole  so  deviaunt 
I  am,  that  ne%'er  the  more  avaunt      4790 
Riirht  nought  am  I,  thnrgh  your  doctryne ; 
I  dnlle  under  your  disciplyne  ; 
I  wot  no  more  than  [I]  wist  f  er, 
To  me  so  contrarie  and  so  fer 
Is  every  thing  that  ye  me  lere  ;  4795 

And  yit  I  can  it  al  tparcuere. 
Mjm  herte  foryetith  therof  right  nought, 
It  is  so  writen  in  my  thought ; 
And  depe  fgraven  it  is  so  tendir 
That  al  by  herto  I  can  it  rendre,        480U 


And  rede  it  over  comnnely ; 
But  to  my-silf  lewedist  am  L 

*  But  sith  ye  love  discroven  so, 
And  lakke  and  preise  it,  bothe  two, 
Deiyneth  it  into  this  letter,  4805 

That  I  may  thenke  on  it  the  better 
For  I  herde  never  f  difllyne  it  ere. 
And  wilfully  I  wolde  it  lere.' 

RaUoun,     '  If  love  be  serched  wel  and 
sought, 
It  is  a  sykenesse  of  the  thought  4810 

Annexed  and  f  knet  bitwixe  tweyne, 
fWhich  male  and  female,  with  00  cheyne, 
So  frely  byndith,  that  they  nil  twinne. 
Whether  so  therof  they  lose  or  winno. 
The  roote  springith,  thurgh  hoot  brcn- 
ning,  4815 

Into  disordinat  desiring 
For  to  kissen  and  onbrace. 
And  at  her  lust  them  to  solace. 
Of  other  thing  love  recchith  nought, 
But  sotteth  hir  herto  and  al  hir  thought 
More  for  delectacioun  4821 

Than  any  procreacioun 
Of  other  fruyt  by  f  engendring ; 
Which  love  to  god  is  not  plesing  ; 
For  of  hir  body  fruyt  to  get  4825 

They  yevo  no  force,  they  are  so  set 
Upon  delyt,  to  pley  in-fere. 
And  somme  have  also  this  manere. 
To  foynen  hem  for  love  soke  ; 
Sich  love  I  preise  not  at  a  loko.  4830 

For  paramours  they  do  but  fojTie  ; 
To  love  truly  thoy  disdeyne. 
They  falsen  ladies  troitoursly. 
And  sworen  hem  othes  utterly, 
With  many  a  lesing,  and  many  a  fable, 
And  al  they  flnden  doccyvable.  4836 

And,  whanne  they  fher  lust  han  getcn. 
The  hoote  ernes  they  al  foryeten. 
Wimmen,  the  harm  they  byen  ful  sore  ; 
But  men  this  thonken  evermore,        4840 
That  lasse  harm  is,  so  mote  I  thee, 
Disceyve  them,  than  disceyved  bo  ; 
And  namely,  whcr  they  ne  may 
Finde  non  other  mene  wey. 
For  I  wot  wel,  in  sothfastnesse,  4845 

That  fwho  doth  now  his  bis3messe 
With  any  womman  for  to  dele. 
For  any  lust  that  he  may  fcle, 
But-if  it  be  for  engendrure. 
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He  doth  trcRfiiuiBe^  I  yon  eiLaain&         4^^ 

Foe  he  shnlde  net  ten  ol  hia  Mil 

To  j^oteo  li  likly  thtu^  him  tUt 

AJid  to  euflFt<?oofnK  if  lifl  mighty 

And  kfipcs  forth,  b^-  kmdes  right, 

His  <:»wiiQ  lykneoBti  and  aemljlublef       48ti;5 

For  bicfinae  ol  is  corum])ahlef 

And  faile  abulde  Hncoessionn, 

Xg  wero  f ther  g;eneracioun 

Onr  aoctb  strene  for  to  save. 

Whnn  fsd«r  or  modor  am  in  grttvo^  4lS6n 

Hit- children  »bnUle,  whan  they  ben  de^Hle, 

Pul  dili|rent  ben^  in  hu-  ste^do, 

To  use  that  werke  on  mich  n  iwyse, 

That  oon  may  thnrgh  another  rysa, 

Thorfora  apt  Kiud<^  therin  delyt,         4865 

For  men  therin  fihialde  hem  dolyte, 

And  of  that  dede  l>e  not  erke^ 

Bat  ofte  ej-tbes  bannt  thot  werksi 

For  noon  wolde  drawe  tberof  n.  dmnj^ht 

No  wt>fe  dclyt>  which  hath  him  c^ngbt. 

Tliis  hadd«  Afitil  d^me  Nature  ;  4871 

For  nonn  g^ith  ri^ht,  I  thee  eusume, 

Ne  hath  en  tent  hool  no  parfyt ; 

For  hir  dti§Lr  iii  for  dolyt, 

The  which  fartened  ere<ie  and  ek&      4875 

The  pl<7y  of  lovo  for-ofW  H«ke, 

And  thtnlle  h^m-fiilft  tbc^^  be  »  nyaa^ 

Unto  the  princo  of  evtjry  vyoe. 

For  of  ech  sinnfi'  it  is  the  rote^ 


And  halt  him  payed  with  noon  estaXQr. 

Within  him^ilf  is  Buch  debatft. 

He  cbatm^th  puipos  and  en  tent. 

And  yalt  [hun]  into  Horn  c^rvent, 

To  liven  aftir  her  empryBe,  499$ 

And  lesith  fjr<*dom  and  fmutichyse. 

That  Nature  in  him  h&dde  Bet^ 

The  which  agoj'n  he  nmy  not  [fet. 

If  he  tbore  nnako  his  manm^un 

For  to  fthyde  prDfesBioun.  49^0 

Though  fuF  «  tyme  hi«  berto  ntieente, 

It  mo,s  i3fJt  fj\yK  lie  sbfll  repente^ 

And  eke  abyde  thilke  day 

To  leve  hid  abit,  and  goon  his  way, 

And  lestth  hia  worahip  and  hiA  vMxa^ 

And  dar  not  oome  ageyn  for  shame  ;  4916 

But  al  his  iyi  he  doth  »o  mourn  e^ 

Bicanse  he  dar  not  boom  Tetomme, 

Frodom  of  kindo  so  lo«t  hath  ho 

TTiat  never  may  recnred  be,  49011 

f  Bat^if  that  god  him  gnkunte  gnm 

Tliat  he  may,  er  h©  facnn^  P«»i 

Gonteyne  undir  ohodienc^ 

Thnri^b  the  vertu  of  pacience. 

For  You  the  set  man  in  al  fotye^  ^gt^ 

In  nuthrift  j«id  in  rihandye. 

In  leocherye,  and  in  ontrag^i. 

So  ofle  it  ebanngith  of  coragcv 

Yonthe  ginnetb  of%«  aich  b<irgeynf 

Tbat  m^y  not  endu  wicJionten  pejn.  4gjei 


B^l 


Z^  (Siomaunt  of  tit  ({loee. 


51 


In  i>enl  and  in  muche  wo, 
And  made  hem  ofte  amis  to  do, 
And  soffn  yvel  oompanye, 
Riot  and  mvcfaierye, 

"  But  Side  fcan  acT^yn  restreyne     4955 
From  snche  foly,  and  refreyne, 
And  aet  men,  hy  hir  ordinannoe, 
In  good  reole  and  in  govemannoe. 
Bat  yrel  she  spendith  hir  servyse, 
Fi>r  no  man  wol  hir  love,  fno  pryse;  4960 
She  is  hated,  this  wot  I  wele. 
Hir  aeqneyntaonce  wolde  no  man  fele, 
Ne  han  of  Elde  oompanye. 
Men  hate  to  be  of  hir  alye. 
Fnr  no  man  wolde  bicomen  olde,        4965 
Xe  dye,  whan  he  is  yong  and  bolde. 
And  Elde  merreilith  right  gretly. 
Whan  they  remembre  hem  inwardly 
Of  many  a  perelons  empr3?^ 
Whiche  that  they  wrought  in    sondry 
wyro,  4970 

How  e^-er  they  might,  withoute  blame, 
Eacape  awey  withoute  shame, 
In  yoathe,  withoate[n]  damage 
Or  repreef  of  her  linage, 
I^iflee  of  membre,  shading  of  blode,     4975 
Perel  of  deth,  or  losse  of  good. 

'  W<wt    thoa    nought    where    Youthe 
ahit. 
That  men  so  preisen  in  her  wit  ? 
With  I>elyt  she  halt  sojonr. 
For  botho  they  dwellen  in  00  tonr.     4980 
As  longe  as  Yoathe  is  in  sesoon. 
They  dwellen  in  oon  mansioan. 
Delyt  of  Yoathe  wr>l  have  servyse 
To  do  what  so  he  wol  dovyse ; 
And  Yoathe  is  redy  evermore .  4985 

For  to  obey,  for  smerte  of  sore. 
Unto  Deljrt,  and  him  to  yive 
Hir  servise,  whyl  that  she  may  live. 

•  Where  Elde  abit,  I  wol  thee  telle 
Shortly,  and  no  whyle  dwelle,  4990 

For  thider  bihoveth  thee  to  go. 
If  Deth  in  yoathe  thee  not  slo, 
Of  this  journey  thou  maist  not  faile. 
With  hir  Labour  and  Travailo 
I>1Cg^  been,  with  Sorwe  and  Wo,     4995 
That  never  out  of  hir  courte  go. 
Pejme  and  Distresse,  Syknesse  and  Ire, 
And  Malencoly,  that  angry  sire, 
Ben  of  hir  paleys  senatours  ; 


Groning    and    Grucohing,    hir   herber- 
geours,  5000 

The  day  and  night,  hir  to  turment, 
With  crnel  Deth  they  hir  present, 
And  tellen  hir,  erliche  and  late, 
That  Deth  fstant  armed  at  hir  gate. 
Than  bringe  they  to  hir  remembraunce 
The  foly  dedis  of  hir  infaunce,  5006 

Which  causen  hir  to  moume  in  wo 
That  Youthe  hath  hir  bigiled  so, 
Which  sodeynly  awey  is  hasted. 
She  fwepeth  the  tyme  that  she  hath 
wasted,  5010 

Compleyning  of  the  preterit. 
And  the  present,  that  not  abit. 
And  of  hir  olde  vanitee. 
That,  but  afom  hir  she  may  see 
In  the  ftiture  som  socour,  5015 

To  leggen  hir  of  hir  dolour. 
To  graunt  hir  tyme  of  repentaunce, 
For  hir  sinnes  to  do  pcnaunce, 
And  at  the  laste  so  hir  govcme 
To  winne  the  joy  that  is  eteme,  5010 

Fro  which  go  bakward  Youthe  thir  made. 
In  vanitee  to  droune  and  wade. 
For  present  tyme  abidith  nought. 
It  is  more  swift  than  any  thought ; 
So  litel  whyle  it  doth  endure  5025 

That  ther  nis  compte  ne  mesure. 

*  But  how  that  over  the  game  go. 
Who  list  i-havo  joye  and  mirth  also 
Of  love,  be  it  ho  or  she. 
High  or  lowo,  who(8o]  it  be,  5030 

In  fruyt  they  shulde  hem  delyte  ; 
Her  part  they  may  not  ellos  quyte, 
To  save  hem-silf  in  honestee. 
And  yit  ful  many  oon  I  see 
Of  wimmon,  sothly  for  to  scyne,  5035 

That  [ay]  desire  and  wolde  fayne 
The  pley  of  love,  they  be  so  wilde. 
And  not  ooveite  to  go  with  childe. 
And  if  with  child  they  be  perchaunce, 
They  wole  it  holde  a  grct  mischaunce ; 
But  what-som-evor  wo  they  fele,         5041 
They  wol  not  ployne,  but  concelo  ; 
But-if  it  be  any  fool  or  nyco, 
In  whom  that  shame  hath  no  justyce. 
For  to  delyt  ochon  they  drawe,  5045 

That  haunte  this  wcrk,  bothe  high  and 

lawe, 
Save  sich  that  ar{e]n  worth  right  nought. 
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That  Ibr  mi>n«y  wol  he  honghu 

Enth  lovo  I  pi*<?bo  in  no  wj^ae, 

Wh(kn  it  Is  terivon  for  eoipoitiaot  *)"5" 

T  proifie  no  womman,  tlifmgb  f  slie  be  wood^ 

That  jeveth  liir-silf  for  any  good. 

For  litel  ahiilde  a  man  tdle 

Of  iiir,  that  wol  liir  hody  sellOf 

Be  Hte  majtlo,  Iw  she  -wyf^  5055 

Tbftt  quik  wol  sdle  hir,  by  lair  !yf. 

How  fair*  chens  that  tfVtr  flhe  m<Jce, 

He  i^  &  ivrecche,  I  un  dirt  alee, 

Thiit  f  loveth  snch  one^  for  swote  or  bout, 

Thongh  «he  him  calle  hir  paramonr,  51160 

And  langhoth  on  him,  aii<l  makitb  him 

FoT  cnrttj^ly  nn  stiche  [a]  berate 

To  be  Im-iwl  ia  not  wftrthjc, 

Or  boro  th<j  namo  of  dni[e]ry. 

Noon  shnlde  hir  please,  bnt  he  were  wood, 

That  wal  dispoile  him  *>f  his  good.      5066 

Yit  nevertheless,  I  wol  not  aey 

f  But  she,  fi>r  solace  and  for  pley» 

May  a  jewel  or  other  thing 

Take  of  her  loves  free  ycviug  \  5070 

But  that  she  aake  it  in  no  wjjio, 

F^r  drefle  of  Bhame  of  covcitvse. 

And  she  of  hiral  may  him,  certeyn. 

With  orate  Hclrtundre,  yeven  ogeyn, 

And  Joyne  hti^r  ht-rtes  topidre  ao  507^^ 


For  to  got^i  and  have  the  Bose ; 

Which  makith  thee  bo  mate  and  wood 

That  thou  desireet  noon  other  good.  51^00 

Bnt  thon  art  not  an  incbe  the  n^rre, 

Bnt  erer  abydest  in  aorw©  and  weire, 

As  in  thy  faro  it  i^  s^ne  ; 

It  makitb  thee  botbe  palo  and  len«  ; 

Thy  might,  thy  vertn  ^th  away.        5119 

A  fior^*  gest,  In  goode  fay^ 

Tbon  f het-berede«t  than  in  thyn  inf^ 

The  God  of  Love  whan  thon  let  inne ! 

Wherfore  I  rede,  them  ehott«  him  o«t, 

Or  he  slml  greve  thee,  oat  of  dont«  j  5110 

For  to  thy  profit  it  wol  ttirno. 

If  he  Tjomow!  with  thee  Bojon.me. 

Id  grct  miscbeef  and  Borwo  sionkcm 

Ben  herti^,  that  of  love  am  dronkem, 

As  thou  peraventure  fcuowen  shuL,      51 15 

'Wlinn  tbon  hast  lost  fthy  tjTne  id, 

And  spent  fthy  yonthe  in  ydiluesAe, 

In  wast^,  and  woful  lustlnofise ; 

If  thou  mnist  live  the  tyrae  to  S45^ 

Of  love  for  to  delivered  be,  51  jo 

Tby  tymo  thon  ahAlt  biwepe  sore 

The  which e  never  thou  maist  restone, 

(For  tyme  lost^  as  men  may  see, 

For  nf>tbing  may  recnrod  lie). 

And  if  thnn  icape  yit,  atte  bi»te,  5r;5 

Fro  I>i»ve,  that  hath  thee  so  fa*tc 
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Of  diune  BfMcmii,  ne  of  hir  rede ; 

It  toke  no  so^ioiir  in  myn  hede.  5150 

For  alle  yede  oat  at  oon  ere 

That  in  that  other  ihe  dide  lere ; 

FnUy  on  me  ohe  kwt  hir  lore, 

Hir  speche  me  greved  wondir  sore. 

fThan  unto  hir  for  ire  I  seide,         5155 
For  anger,  as  I  dide  abraide  : 
*  Dame,  and  ia  it  your  wille  algate, 
That  I  not  love,  bat  that  I  hate 
Alle  men,  as  ye  me  toche? 
For  if  I  do  aftir  yoor  speche,  5160 

Sith  that  ye  seyn  love  is  not  good. 
Than  mast  I  nedis  say  with  mood, 
It*  I  it  leye,  in  hatrede  ay 
Liven,  and  ^-oide  love  away 
From  me,  [and  been]  a  sinful  wrecche, 
Hat«d  of  all  that  [love  that]  teoch&    5166 
I  may  not  go  noon  other  gate, 
Fr»r  either  most  I  love  or  hate. 
And  if  I  hate  men  of-newe 
More  than  love,  it  wol  me  rewe,  5170 

As  by  your  preching  semeth  me, 
Fur  Love  no>thing  ne  preisith  thee. 
Ytf  yeve  good  ooanseil,  sikirly, 
That  prechith  me  al-day,  that  I 
Sholde  not  Loves  lore  alow©  ;  5175 

He  were  a  fool,  wolde  you  not  trowe ! 
lu  speche  also  ye  han  me  taught 
Another  love,  that  knowen  is  naught, 
Which  I  have  herd  you  not  rcpreve, 
To  love  ech  other  ;  by  your  love,         5180 
If  ye  wolde  diffyne  it  me, 
I  WiAde  gladly  here,  to  see, 
At  the  leest,  if  I  may  lere 
Ot'  xmdry  loves  the  manere.' 

Raimm.     'Certis,    frecnd,    a    fool    art 
thou  5185 

Whan  that  thou  no-thing  wolt  aUowo 
Tliat  I  [thee J  for  thy  profit  say. 
Yit  wol  I  sey  thee  more,  in  fifty ; 
For  I  am  redy,  at  the  leste, 
T«>  arcomplissho  thy  requeste,  5190 

Bat  I  not  wher  it  wol  a^-aylo  ; 
lu  vc>-ne,  perauntre,  I  shal  travayle. 
I»ve  ther  is  in  sondry  wyso, 
As  I  ahal  thoe  here  devyso. 
V"T  S'jm  love  loful  is  and  gcK)d  ;  5195 

I  menc  n<^  that  which  makith  thee  wood. 
And  bringith  thee  in  many  a  fit, 
And  ravisahith  fro  thee  al  thy  wit, 


It  is  so  merveilous  and  queynt ; 

With  such  love  be  no  more  aqueynt.  5200 

Comment  Baisoun  difflniat 
tAmistie. 

'  Love  of  Frendshipe  also  ther  is, 
Which  makith  no  man  doon  amis, 
Of  wille  knit  bitwixe  two, 
That  wol  not  breke  for  wele  no  wo ; 
Which  long  is  lykly  to  contune,  5J05 

Whan  wille  and  goodis  ben  in  comune ; 
Grounded  by  goddis  ordinaunce, 
Hool,  withoute  discordaunce ; 
With  hem  holding  oomuntee 
Of  al  her  goode  in  chariteo,  5210 

That  ther  be  noon  excepcioun 
Thurgh  chaunging  of  entencioun  ; 
That  ech  helpe  other  at  hir  neede, 
And  wysly  hele  bothe  word  and  dede  ; 
Trowe  of  mening,  devoid  of  sloutho,    5215 
For  wit  is  nought  withoute  trouthc  ; 
So  that  the  ton  dar  al  his  thought 
Seyn  to  his  freend,  and  spare  nought, 
As  to  him-silf,  without  dreding 
To  be  discovered  by  wreying.  52  jo 

For  glad  is  tliat  conjunccioun, 
Whan  ther  is  noon  suspeciouu 
[Ne  lak  in  hem],  whom  they  wolde  prove 
That  trew  and  parfit  woreu  in  love. 
For  no  man  may  bo  amiable,  5^25 

But-if  he  be  so  fermo  and  stable, 
That  fortune  chaunge  him  not,  ne  blindo, 
But  that  his  freend  olwey  him  finde, 
Bothe  pore  and  richo,  in  oo[nJ  [ejstate. 
For  if  his  frocnd,  thurgli  any  gate,     52^0 
Wol  compleyno  of  his  jMiverteo, 
He  fihuhlo  not  byde  so  long,  til  ho 
Of  his  helping  him  requ<5re  ; 
For  g<M>tl  deed,  don  [but]  thurgh  prayere, 
Is  sold,  and  bought  to  dere,  y-wis,       5235 
To  hert  that  of  gret  valour  is. 
For  hert  fulfilled  of  gent  ilncsse 
Can  yvcl  demeno  his  distresso. 
And  man  that  worthy  is  of  namo 
To  askcu  often  liath  gret  shame.         5240 
A  gomi  man  brenueth  in  his  thought 
For  shame,  whnn  ho  axeth  ought. 
He  httth  gret  thought,  and  dredith  ay 
For  his  discse,  whan  ho  shal  pray 
His  freend,  lest  that  ho  warned  bo,     5245 
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Til  tliftt  ho  provG  hJA  JttAhllt&n. 

But  whan  that  b«  biith  fonnden  oon 

That  tniaty  Lit  and  trew  ii»  stcmo, 

And  [huth]  Ase^ml  him  nt  a1, 

And  found  him  stcd^i^uct  nj  a  wid,      p^u 

And  of  hifi  froendahip  be  cert^ynfl, 

Ho  shAl  him  flh^we  bothe  joye  ftnd  peyne, 

And  al  th&b  [he]  dAr  thuiko  or  aa^f 

Wlthoute  BhaDcie,  aa  he  w«l  majT- 

Por  how  tihnlde  h<s  ikahiunod  be  5^53 

Of  sich  otm  m  I  tolde  thee? 

For  whsji  he  wort  I  biA  secree  ihonght, 

The  thridde   ihal   kxicrwe   thcr-of   right 

nought ; 
For  twe^Tx  in  tioKibre  ii  bet  thaa  three 
In  everj-  c^onneel  and  aecree.  5J<So 

Bepreve  ho  drodeth  never  a  del^ 
"Who  that  bieat  his  wardia  wel  { 
For  every  wya  trLan^  out  of  drede, 
Can  kepe  hifl  tunge  til  he  see  nod« ; 
And  fcM>leB  can  ni>t  hohle  hir  tnnge  j  s^6s 
A  forAca  belJe  is  sone  mngo. 
Tit  ftlnU  a  trewe  freend  do  mere 
To  helpo  hb  felowe  of  big  sore^ 
And  jHiconm  hiin,  whan  ho  hath  nede^ 
In  al  that  bo  mny  doon  in  dede ;         5J70 
And  i^iiitlder  [b^]  that  ho  him  ptesith 
Timn  [iaj  his  fi^lowe  that  he  e^ith. 
And  if  he  do  not  hia  requeirt^. 


Of  bus  wnTBhip  to  make  him  fftilei. 

And  hindren  him  of  his  renonn, 

Lat  himt  with  fill  entencionn^ 

His  dover  d«m  in  ech  decree 

That  hifl  freend  ne  sham^  be,  £300 

In  this  two  f<>aBe9  with  his  might, 

Talking  no  kepe  to  skile  nor  rights 

As  ferre  a«  love  may  him  exon«e ; 

This  onghte  no  man  to  roftwe." 

This  love  that  I  havo  tcdd  to  th«d        5^)5 

lA  no- thing  contrarie  to  me ; 

This  wol  I  that  thou  folowe  wel. 

And  levo  the  lother  eveirdet 

ThjJi  love  to  vortn  al  attonditb,  5JD9 

The  tothir  foolefi  blent  and  sbonditJi. 

*  Another  love  aJao  there  i«, 
That  la  i^ntrarie  nnto  thiA, 
Which  desyre  is  so  eomtreyned 
That  [it]  is  but  wille  feyned  \ 
Awtiy  fro  trontbe  it  doth  Bo  vnriev       jjiS 
Tliafc  to  gTJod  love  it  is  ct^ntrarie  \ 
For  it  mwyttnnthj  in  manj*  wyaej 
Syke  hertia  with  rsoveityso ; 
Al  in  winning  and  in  pn>^ 
Sich  love  eettith  his  delyt,  5^10 

This  love  «4^  hangeth  in  boJanneei 
That,  if  it  lese  his  hope,  perehaixnce. 
Of  Inore,  that  he  in  set  npon^  l 

It  wol  faile,  and  cmenche 
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That  lov«  is  right  of  sich  nature ; 

Vow  is  [it]  fair,  and  now  obsonre, 

Kow  hrigfat,  now  difMy  of  manere, 

And  «ii j-lom  dim,  and  whylom  olere.  5350 

As  sone  as  Poverte  ginneth  take, 

With  mantel  and  [with]  wedis  blake 

[It]  hidith  of  Lore  the  light  awey, 

That  into  night  it  tnmeth  day ; 

It  may  not  see  RichesBe  shyne  5355 

Til  the  UaklM  shadowes  fyne. 

For,  whmn  Bichesse  shyneth  bright, 

Lore  reoovereth  ageyn  his  light ; 

And  whan  it  fiulith,  he  wol  flit. 

And  as  she  -fgroweth,  so  groweth  it.  5360 

'Of  this  love,  here  what  I  soy : — 
The  riche  men  are  loved  ay. 
And  namely  tho  that  sparand  bene, 
Thftt  wol  not  wasshe  hir  hertes  dene 
Of  the  fiUhe,  nor  of  the  vyce  53^ 

Of  gredy  brenning  avarsrce. 
IT10  riche  noan  fdl  fond  is,  y-wiS| 
Hut  weneth  that  he  loved  is. 
If  that  his  herte  it  ondirstood, 
It  if  not  he,  it  is  his  good ;  5370 

Be  may  wel  witen  in  his  thought, 
Hii  guod  is  loved,  and  he  right  nought. 
For  if  he  be  a  nigard  eke. 
Men  wole  not  sette  by  him  a  leke, 
Bot  haten  him  ;  this  is  the  soth.         5375 
Lo,  what  profit  his  catel  doth  ! 
Of  every  man  that  may  him  see. 
It  geteth  him  nought  bat  enmitee. 
But  he  amende  fhim  of  that  vyce. 
And  knowe  him-silf,  he  is  not  wya     5380 

*  Certis,  he  shnlde  ay  f^eendly  be, 
To  fete  him  love  also  ben  free. 
Or  ellis  he  is  not  wyse  ne  sage 
Xo  mmn  than  is  a  gnte  ramage. 
That  he  not  loveth,  his  dede  proveth. 
Whan  he  his  richesse  lo  wel  loveth,  5386 
That  he  wol  hyde  it  ay  and  spare, 
His  pore  freendis  seen  forfare ; 
T^  kepe  fit  ay  is  his  poxpose, 
Til  for  drede  his  eyen  close,  5390 

And  til  a  wikked  deth  him  take  ; 
Him  hadde  lever  asondre  shake. 
And  late  fhis  limes  asondre  ryve. 
Than  leve  his  richesse  in  his  lyve. 
He  thenkith  parte  it  with  no  man  ;    5995 
C«>rtayn,  no  love  is  in  him  than. 
How  shnlde  love  within  him  be, 


Whan  in  his  herte  is  no  pite  ? 

That  he  trespasseth,  wel  I  wat. 

For  ech  man  knowith  his  estat ;         5400 

For  wel  him  fonghte  be  reproved 

That  loveth  nought,  ne  is  not  loved. 

*■  But  sith  we  am  to  Fortune  comen, 
And  fhan  onr  sermonn  of  hir  nomen, 
A  wondir  wil  I  telle  thee  now,  5405 

Thou  herdist  never  sich  oon,  I  trow. 
I  not  wher  thon  me  leven  shal. 
Though  sothfastnesse  it  be  fin  al, 
As  it  is  writen,  and  is  sooth. 
That  unto  men  more  profit  doth         5410 
The  froward  Fortune  and  oontraire, 
Than  the  swote  and  debonaire  : 
And  if  thee  thinke  it  is  doutable, 
It  is  thurgh  argument  provable. 
For  the  debonaire  and  soAe  5415 

Falsith  and  bigylith  ofte ; 
For  liche  a  moder  she  can  cherishe 
And  m liken  as  doth  4  norys ; 
And  of  hir  goode  to  fhem  deles, 
And  yeveth  fhem  part  cf  her  joweles, 
With  grete  richesse  and  dignitee ;      5421 
And  hem  she  hoteth  stabilitee 
In  a  state  that  is  not  stable, 
But  channging  ay  and  variable  ; 
And  fedith  fhem  with  glorie  reyne,   5425 
And  worldly  blisse  noncert«3me. 
Whan  she  fhem  settith  on  hir  whele. 
Than  wene  they  to  be  right  wele, 
And  in  so  stable  state  withalle. 
That  never  they  wene  for  to  falle.       5490 
And  whan  they  set  9f*  high^f  ]  be. 
They  wene  to  have  in  certeintee 
Of  hertly  frendis  fso  gret  n'/umbre, 
That  no-thing  migfate  her  stat  enooiiil/r«f ; 
They  truste  hem  v*  on  ev«;ry  sy<Je,       54 1 5 
Wening  with  them  they  wolde  wAtytUt 
In  every  perel  and  miscliannce, 
Withoute  chaunge  or  variaan/^ 
B'/the  of  catel  and  **(  grxjfJ  ; 
And  als'>  for  t/>  ti/tnA*:  bir  bl/x^         544/^ 
And  alie  hir  Tntim\frin  for  Ut  spUle, 
Only  Uf  falfille  hir  will«;. 
They  maken  it  h<^de  in  Ui^uy  wyse, 
And  h'/ten  h<^rri  hir  fal  s«;rvyse, 
Hffm  %ftfi  tlijit  it  do  \if.tu  Hiitt'ttttf  «r •  ^r 

InUt  hir  verj-  xiAk«yl  mht-tt*: '. 
H*:tU:  and  aJ.  s^/  h'/Ie  thf.y  y«rv*;, 
For  the  tyme  that  l}t^  uJty  Jive, 
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So  thiit,  with  her  ilatorya, 

Thoy  iuaki?Ti  ftfulin  glorityo  54^ 

Of  hir  wardia  [^etjtj  ape king, 

And  han  ftlieroHjf  *^  rtgoysbig, 

And  trowo  Uem  tiA  the  Evangjlo  ; 

And  it  is  vA  ialshtit'^  and  gyle, 

Ab  thoj  shtd  afterwardefsj  sea,  54^155 

WluiTi  they  am  TnUn  in  povurtoe, 

And  b^qji  <.>f  good  and  wfctel  bare  ; 

Tlifl-u    shuldti    they   seen    wha    freondis 

For  of  an  hnndrcdt  cert«ynlyi, 
Nor  of  ft  tliftuiOLUtl  fuj  acarsly,  546^ 

Ne  fihal  they  fynd^  nanothi^  oon, 
T^Tian  ptjvprtoe  ia  com  en  u}>on^ 
Par  fthis  Fortono  thnt  I  of  tolle, 
With  Tiitin  whAii  hir  lust  to  dwello, 
Makith  hem  to  lesc  hir  conisaanco,    5465 
And  uourishith  hem  in  i^orannco. 

*  But  flu  ward  Fot-tano  and  porvorsef 
Whan  high  eatatia  eh  a  doth  ro  verse, 
And  maker h  hem  to  tninbli}  doan 
Of  hir  whtle,  with  sodeyn  toam,         5470 
And  from  liir  ncbesAO  doth  haai  £oe. 
And  plonguth  hem  in  povcrtee^ 
Aa  a  stepmottf  r  <?r^vyona^ 
And  Ic^VQ^li  1^  phLfitrB  dfdorou^ 
Uuto  her  hertis,  ^'**»and<*d  efrre^  5+75 

WTiich  ia  not  tcmpr&d  with  yitn?gro, 


Th«y  ciiUti  hem  ^^  wrecflhe,*^  ■coma  Bit4 

And  oi'  hir  miahappe  hem  diiGune,      55U1 

And,  namely T  eiehe  bm  in  rinh^isd^ 

Pretendith  tiiust  of  gtabloDosa?., 

WbftQ  that  they  aawe  him  aet  onloite. 

And  waren  of  him  aocoured  ofto. 

And  miwt  y-holpo  in  at  iiir  nede  :       55*^ 

But  now  they  take  no  m&ner  hede^ 

Bat  Boyn,  in  volco  of  flatory'^ 

Tiiat  now  apperlth  hir  folyo, 

Dver-al  whenj-sti  they  ihta^ 

And  fiiofT^  "  Gt>,  famwiil  fill  deface."   5510 

Alio  ancho  fru^ndia  I  bBshmwei 

For  of  [tW]  trowo  thar  ba  lo  few<s ; 

But  sothfi^iab  fi^oendi^,  what  so  hltydef 

In  every  fortune  wolen  abydtj  ; 

They  hoa  hir  b^rtis  in  suche  nohhwM 

That  the^y  tiil  lovo  for  no  ricbos^a ;     5516 

Nor,  for  thai  Fortune  ixiay  hem  eendo, 

They  wolun  hem  Boc<Jiire  and  defeode  ; 

And  ehaunf^  f(yt  eotle  ne  for  sora, 

For  who  is  fraand,  kiveth  e^'emiorm*   sjjti 

Thongh  mBn  drawa  swerd  hia  fruandto  eIo^ 

Ho  may  not  hewo  hir  lovo  at  wo. 

But,  in  I  the]  qsab  thnt  I  nhal  aay^ 

For  pride  and  ire  Icue  it  he  nunj', 

And  fVir  reprovo  by  nyeotep,  55^ 

And  disoovcring  of  pri  vitee, 
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Him  th*t  is  freend  in  existence 

P^m  him  tluit  is  by  apparenoe.  5550 

For  Infortone  makith  anoon 

To  knowe  thy  freendis  fro  thy  foon. 

By  experience,  right  as  it  is  ; 

Ihe  which  is  more  to  preyse,  y-wis, 

Than  fis  miche  richesse  and  tresonr ; 

For  more  't*doth  profit  and  valour       5556 

Porerte,  and  saoh  adversitee, 

Bifore  than  doth  prosperitee ; 

For  the  toon  yereth  conisannce, 

And  the  tother  ignorannce.  5560 

*  And  thns  in  poverte  is  in  dede 
Tronthe  declared  fro  falsehede  ; 
Fkx  feynte  frendis  it  wol  declare, 
And  trewe  also,  what  wey  they  fare. 
For  whan  he  was  in  his  richesse,         5565 
These  freendis,  fhl  of  doublenesse, 
Offirid  him  in  many  wyse 
Hert  and  body,  and  servsrse. 
What  wolde  he  than  ha  fy^ve  to  ha 

bought 
To  knowen  <^9enly  her  thought,  5570 

That  he  now  hath  so  derly  seen  ? 
The  lasse  blgyled  he  sholde  have  been 
And  he  hadde  than  perceyved  it. 
But  richesse  nold  not  late  him  wit. 
Wei  more  avaontage  doth  him  than,  5575 
Sith  that  it  makith  him  a  wjrs  man. 
The  greet  nuscheef  that  he  'treoejrveth. 
Than  doth  richesse  that  him  deceyveth. 
Rteheflse  riche  ne  makith  nought 
Him  that  on  tresour  set  his  thought ; 
For  richesse  stont  in  suffisaunoe  5581 

And  no-thing  in  habnndaunoe ; 
For  saffisannce  al-only 
Makith  men  to  live  richely. 
Fcff  he  that  hath  [but]  miches  tw^yne, 
Ke  [more]  value  in  his  demeigne,         5586 
liveth  more  at  ese,  and  more  is  riche. 
Than  doth  he  that  is  [so]  chiche. 
And  in  his  hem  hath,  soth  to  seyn. 
An  hundred  fmuwis  of  whete  greyn,  5590 
Though  he  be  chapman  or  marohaunt. 
And  have  of  golde  many  besaunt. 
for  in  the  geting  he  hath  such  wo, 
And  in  the  keping  drede  also. 
And  set  evermore  his  bisynesse  5595 

For  to  encrese,  and  not  to  lesse, 
For  to  augment  and  multiply. 
And  though  on  hepis  fit  lye  him  by. 


Yit  never  shal  make  his  richesse 

Asseth  unto  his  gredinesse.  5600 

But  the  povre  that  recohith  nought, 

Save  of  his  lyflodo,  in  his  thought. 

Which  that  he  getith  with  his  travails, 

He  dredith  nought  that  it  shal  fnile. 

Though  he  have  lyteX  worldis  good,    5605 

Mete  and  drinke,  and  esy  food. 

Upon  his  travel  and  living, 

And  also  suffisaunt  clothing. 

Or  if  in  syknesse  that  he  faUe, 

And  lothe  mete  and  drink  withalle,  5610 

Though  he  have  nought,  his  mete  to  by, 

He  shal  bithinke  him  hastely. 

To  putte  him  out  of  al  daunger. 

That  he  of  mete  hath  no  mister ; 

Or  that  he  may  with  litel  eke  5615 

Be  founden,  whyl  that  he  is  seke ; 

Or  that  men  shul  him  fbere  in  hast, 

To  live,  til  his  syknesse  be  past, 

To  somme  maysondewe  bisyde  ;  5619 

He  cast  nought  what  shal  him  bityde. 

He  thenkith  nought  that  ever  he  shal 

Into  any  syknesse  falle. 

*  Ajid  though  it  falle,  as  it  may  be, 
That  al  betyme  spare  shal  he 
As  mochel  as  shal  to  him  sufiyce,       5625 
Whyl  he  is  syke  in  any  wyse. 
He  doth  [it],  for  that  he  wol  be 
Ck>ntent  with  his  povertee 
Withoute  nede  of  any  man. 
So  miche  in  litel  have  he  can,  5630 

He  is  apayed  with  his  fortune  ; 
And  for  he  nil  be  importune 
Unto  no  wight,  ne  onerous, 
Nor  of  hir  goodes  coveitous  ; 
Therfore  he  spareth,  it  may  wel  been, 
His  pore  estat  for  to  sustene.  5636 

'  Or  if  him  lust  not  for  to  spare. 
But  suffrith  forth,  as  nought  ne  ware, 
Atte  last  it  hapneth,  as  it  may. 
Right  unto  his  laste  day,  5640 

And  ftaketh  the  world  as  it  wolde  be ; 
For  ever  in  herte  thenkith  he. 
The  soner  that  [the]  deeth  him  slo. 
To  paradys  the  soner  go 
He  shal,  there  for  to  live  in  blisse,      5645 
Where  that  he  shal  no  good  misse. 
Thider  he  hopith  god  shal  him  sends 
Aftir  his  wrecchid  lyves  ende. 
Pictagoras  himmlf  reherses, 
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Iti  a  lKH>k  that  the  Golden  Vorioa       5650 
Ifi  clepidf  for  tho  nqliilitii'e 
Of  tjjtj  hotiimmblei  ditwj  :— 
^'  Thttn,  wlian  thon  goat  tliy  body  fro, 
Free  In  tba  (^ir  tbau  ihalt  up  ^j, 
And  leiven  ol  bnmanitof^,  5655 

And  purely  live  in  deitei*." — 
He  is  a  fool,  witUouten  were, 
Thflt  trowitli  havG  his  conntre  here. 
**  In  &rtho  is  not  our  countrep," 
That  may  tlie*B  t-tcrkia  aeyn  and  see  5660 
In  Booco  of  Consolacioun^ 
Wlierc  it  is  mrLkcd  mcncionn 
Of  our  countreo  pleyn  at  tbo  eye, 
By  techm^  of  phDosophy^^ 
Whore  l&wid  mon  might  Ictro  ^it^       5665 
Who-3o  that  voldo  trajiAlaUiia.  it. 
If  he  Ikj  Bich  that  can  wel  live 
Aitir  hia  retifce  tnny  him  yive, 
And  not  dasyroth  tnoro  to  hnve^ 
That  iDfty  fn>  poverteo  him  savo  :       5670 
A  wyi  nmn  seiilei  as  wo  may  eeen, 
la  no  man  wrticcheHl,  hnt  he  it  wene. 
Be  be  kinjar,  knight^  or  r ibaud. 
And  in  any  n  ribauil  Ia  meiy  and  b&nd, 
TtiBt  awinkith,  cmd  berith,  bothe  day  nnd 
night,  5675 

Many  a  hnrthen  (rf  ^rot  mi^ht, 
TIio  whiche  dt»th  him  Ines^  offcnsCi 


Tbat  it  quik  brenncth  [more]  to  get,  jjtio 
Nb  never  shftl  fenon^h  have  get«n  ; 
Though  he  Eiave  gokl  in  g^rnera  yieteot 
For  to  be  nedy  he  dredith  sorcv 
Wherforo  to  goten  more  and  more 
He  mt  his  berte  and  his  desiFe  ;  571151 

So  hot«  he  brennith  in  the  fire 
Of  covelti«e,  that  makith  him  vrood 
To  pru^clliuse  othor  mi^nnefl  good. 
He  nndirfongith  a  gret  p^yn&. 
That  umlirtakitb  to  drlnke  d|»  8«yne ; 
For  the  more  he  drinkith^  ay  5711 

Thfl  more  be  leveth,  the  soth  to  aaj. 
fThls  is  the  thuret  of  fal«  geting, 
That  lost  ^ve^  in  covisiting, 
And  the  angnuflho  and  distrcsts         £715 
With  tbo  Are  of  gnxlineasa 
She  fl^hteth  Ti-ith  bun  ay,  axid  ctryv^th^ 
That  hia  herte  asondre  ryveth  ; 
Sacb  gredinesse  him  aaaaylith. 
That  whan  he  most  hath^  most  be  faylitliH 
*■  Phuicienfl  uid  ndvoc&tas  57J1 

Gon  right  by  the  same  yat^^  ; 
They  aelle  hir  science  for  winning. 
And  liannte  bir  cr%fl«  for  ^re^t  getbRgh  * 
Hir  winning  is  of  fnch  swetnossi!^ 
That  if  a  man  faille  in  sik^mcct^ 
They  are  ftil  glOAl,  for  hir  oncreae  j 
Ffir  by  hir  wille,  withnute  leea^ 


t^  (EtoNMunf  of  tit  (S^OBt. 


59 


Sich  as  prechen  [for]  veynglorie, 

And  toward  god  have  no  memorie, 

Bnt  forth  as  ypocrites  trace, 

And  to  her  aooles  deth  porohace, 

And  oqttwmrd  fahewen  holyneaae,        5755 

Thou^  they  be  Aille  of  onrsidneue. 

Not  Uche  to  the  apoetlee  twelve, 

Thej  deo^jnre  other  and  hem-eelve ; 

B%yled  is  the  gyler  than. 

For  prechingofacorsedman,  5760 

TboQ^h  [it]  to  other  may  profyte, 

Himaflf  avmileth  not  a  myte ; 

For  oft  good  predicaoioon 

Cometh  of  evel  entenciotm. 

To  him  no4  vailith  his  preching,         5765 

Al  helpe  he  other  with  his  teching ; 

For  where  they  good  ensamnple  take, 

There  is  he  with  veynglorie  shake. 

'  Bat  lat  ns  leven  these  prechonres, 
And  tptke  of  hem  that  in  her  toures  5770 
Hepe  np  her  gold,  and  Cute  shette, 
And  sore  theron  her  herte  sette. 
They  neither  love  god,  ne  drede 
llicy  kcpe  more  than  it  is  nede. 
And  in  her  baggee  sore  it  binde,  5775 

0«t  of  the  Sonne,  and  of  the  winde ; 
llicy  potte  np  more  than  nede  ware, 
Whan  they  seen  pore  folk  forfare, 
Pbr  hanger  dye,  and  for  cold  qnake  ; 
Ood  emn  wel  vengeannoe  therof  take.  5780 
tHiree  gret  mischevee  hem  assailith, 
And  thns  in  gadring  ay  travaylith  ; 


With  moche  peyne  they  winne  richesse  ; 

And  dredo  hem  holdith  in  dlBtresse, 

To  kepe  that  they  gadre  faate  ;  5785 

With  sorwe  they  lovo  it  at  the  laste  ; 

With  sorwe  they  bothe  dye  and  live, 

That  fto  richesse  her  hertis  yive, 

And  in  defaute  of  love  it  is. 

As  it  shewith  ful  wel,  y-wis.  5790 

For  if  these  gredy,  the  sotho  to  seyn, 

Loveden,  and  were  loved  ageyn. 

And  good  love  regncd  over-allo, 

Such  wikkidnesae  no  shnlde  falle ; 

Bnt  he  shnlde  yeve  that  most  good  had 

To  hem  that  weren  in  nede  bistad,     5796 

And  live  withonte  fals  nsnre. 

For  charitee  fill  clene  and  pure. 

If  they  hem  yeve  to  goodnesse. 

Defending  hem  from  ydelnesse,  5800 

In  al  this  world  than  pore  noon 

We  shnlde  finde,  I  trowe,  not  oon. 

Bnt  channged  is  this  world  unstable  ; 

For  love  is  over-al  vendable. 

We  see  that  no  man  loveth  now  5805 

Bnt  for  winning  and  for  prow  ; 

And  love  is  thralled  in  servage 

Whan  it  is  sold  for  avauntago  ; 

Yit  wommen  wol  hir  bodies  selle  ;      5809 

Snche  soules  goth  to  the  devel  of  hello.' 

[Here  end$  1.  5170  of  ths  F.  text.  A 
great  gap  folUncs.  The  next  line  an- 
atoera  to  L  10717  of  the  same.] 


FBAQMENT  O. 


Whan  Love  had  told  hem  his  entente. 

The  baronage  to  conncel  wente  ; 

In  many  sentences  they  fllle. 

And  dyrersly  they  seide  hir  wille  : 

Bat  altir  discord  they  accorded,  5815 

And  hir  accord  to  Love  recorded. 

*  Sir/  seiden  they,  *  we  been  at  oon, 

Bj  even  accord  of  everiohoon, 

0«t-take  Bichesse  al-only. 

That  sworen  hath  tal  hauteynly,         5830 

That  she  the  castel  fnil  aasaile, 

Se  smyte  a  stroke  in  this  bataile. 

With  dart,  ne  mace,  ipere,  ne  knyf. 


For  man  that  speketh  or  bereth  the  lyf. 

And  blamoth  your  empryse,  y-wis,      58^5 

And  from  our  boost  departed  is, 

(At  loeste  wey,  as  in  this  plyte,) 

80  hath  she  this  man  in  dispyte  ; 

For  she  seith  he  ne  loved  hir  never. 

And  therfor  she  wol  hate  him  ever.     5830 

For  he  wol  gadre  no  tresoro. 

He  hath  hir  wrath  for  evermore. 

He  agilte  hir  never  in  other  caas, 

Lo,  here  al  hoolly  his  trespas  ! 

She  seith  wel,  that  this  other  day       5835 

He  asked  hir  leve  to  goon  the  way 
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'HuLt  is  clepid  Tft-moche-Yeving^ 

And  sjHiik  fill  falrfi  in  biM  prHying  * 

But  whan  he  pmyda  hir,  pore  wa*  he, 

TherforB  sbo  warned  htm  the  entre&  5S40 

Ne  jnt  La  he  not  thrivon  bo 

That  ho  hfltb  g^ten  a  peny  or  two, 

TJiat  qaitly  is  iii«  owne  in  bold, 

ThuA  hath  Richfi9j;«  us  aU«^  t<ilil  ; 

Ami  wham  Rit^htijjpe  tia  thb  reconlod,  5845 

Withonton  hlr  we  bfwin  aeporcl*id. 

*  And  we  findo  in  otu*  Aconrdatiinc;^ 
ThAt  Falaci-Seniblaiit  and  Abstlnannc^ 
With  idle  the  Iblk  tif  hir  hataile, 
Shniio  at  the  binder  gate  assay le^        ^^t 
Tbut  Wikkid-Tiiiige  hath  in  keping, 
With  Ills  Kormans,  fiille  of  jangling. 
And  with  liem  Cnrtode  and  LargcuaeiT 
That  gliullo  SihtjWi^  hir  bni-<iinease 
To  thts  olde  wyf  that  fkupeth  no  hfUNio 
Falr-Wtl(.'omiu|f  within  bor  wiirde,    sSsd 
Tlian  ahal  iJelj^te  and  W^l-H^Iimgo 
Fonde  ^htime  adoun  t*f  bringoi 
With  al  bir  boo^t,  erly  nnd  late, 
Thfy  ehu-lle  jutesailen  fthilke  gat«,        5^l6o 
Agajtipa  liriMl©  Hhal  HanliDesse 
A£Bii3^IOf  atid  also  BikortiesBO, 
With  id  the  folk  of  hir  leduig', 
Til  at  ticvoT  wifit  whut  wiis  floing:, 

'■  Fraanchyflo  ebid  fighte^  and  oek  Fitfl^, 


For  who  that  drodetli  sim  ne  dftma 

Shal  it  al^e  in  hud^  or  name. 

And]  natheleSf  yit  ennno  we 

Bende  after  hir,  if  nede  be  ;  ^Sgo 

And  were  ehti  m>^h,  she  c>omen  wolde^ 

1  tnjwe  that  nothing  might  hir  tiold«, 

'  My  tufwier  is  of  greet  prowasse  ; 
She  Jxatb  tao  uittny  a  fiJiiereBse, 
That  cjcmt  hath  mivny  a  potrnd  er  thia,  5805 
Ther  I  nas  not  present,  y-wis  ^ 
And  yit  men  seide  tt  was  my  dede  j 
But  1  come  never  in  that  stede  j 
Ne  me  ne  lyketli,,  so  mote  I  Iheov 
Bnch  fttiures  t^ke  witbotitQ  ma.  590:1 

For- why  me  thenketh  that,  in  no  wy<e, 
It  may  ben  olepofl  but  nmrdiandise, 

*  Go  bye  a  oc^urser,  blak  ctr  wli  j1*^ 
And  pay  therfor  ;  than  art  Ihon  quyte. 
The  marchaunt  oweth  thee  ri^ht  noDifbt, 
No  thou  him,  v^han  thou  [hastj  it  bonglii' 
I  wol  not  seUing  clepe  yeving,  fspj 

For  Belling  oi^etb  tio  guerdrming ; 
Here  lyth  no  thanks  ne  no  raeryi*, 
That  iton  gioth  from  that  rtther  eJ  qujtfc 
Ikit  this  selling  is  not  semblable  ; 
For,  whan  hi*  hors  is  in  the  stable, 
He  may  it  selle  ngeyn^  pardee. 
And  winne  on  it,  such  hivp  may  be  ; 
Al  may  the  man  not  lese,  y-wia,  laHS 
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If  he  can  flater  hir  to  hir  pay. 

Ben  than  suche  marchannts  wyse  ? 

Ko,  but  fooles  in  every  ^ryse,  5940 

Whan  thej  bye  sach  thing  wilfhlly, 

Ther-as  they  lese  her  good  ffiilly. 

Bat  nathelea,  this  dar  I  saye, 

IC7  moder  ia  not  wont  to  paye, 

For  she  ia  neither  so  fool  ne  nyoe,       5945 

To  entremete  hir  €i(  sich  vyce. 

Bat  troite  wel,  he  ahal  paye  al, 

That  repente  of  his  baigeyn  ahal, 

Whan  Poverte  pat  him  in  distresse, 

Al  were  he  aooler  to  Bicheeae,  5950 

Hiat  is  for  me  in  gret  yeming, 

Whan  she  aasenteth  to  my  willing. 

*■  But,  [by]  my  moder  seint  YenuB, 
And  by  hir  fader  Satomna, 
That  hir  engendrid  by  his  lyf,  5955 

Bot  not  npon  hia  wedded  wyf  1 
Yit  wol  I  more  unto  you  awere, 
To  make  this  thing  the  a^nrere ; 
Kow  hy  that  feith,  and  that  fleantee 
fl  owe  to  alle  my  brethren  free,         5960 
Of  which  ther  nia  wight  under  heren 
That  can  her  fiidres  names  neven, 
So  dyrers  and  so  many  ther  be 
That  with  my  moder  have  be  privee ! 
Tit  wolde  I  swere,  for  sikemease,       5965 
The  pole  of  helle  to  my  witnesse, 
Kow  drinke  I  not  this  yeer  darree, 
If  that  I  lye,  or  forsworn  be  ! 
(For  of  the  goddea  the  usage  is, 
That  who-ao  him  forswereth  amis,      5970 
Shal  that  yeer  drinke  no  clarreeX 
Kow  have  I  sworn  y-non^,  pardee ; 
If  I  forswere  me,  than  am  I  lorn, 
Bat  I  wol  never  be  forsworn. 
Shh  Bichesse  hath  me  failed  here,      5975 
She  shal  abye  that  trespaa  fdere. 
At  leeste  wey,  but  [she]  hir  arme 
WHh  swerd,  or  sparth,  or  gisarme. 
For  oertea,  sith  she  loveth  not  me, 
Fro  thilke  tyme  that  she  may  see       5980 
The  castel  and  the  tour  to-shake. 
In  sory  tyme  she  ahal  awake. 
If  I  may  grype  a  riohe  man, 
I  ihal  BO  pulle  him,  if  I  can. 
That  he  shal,  in  a  fewe  stonndea,        5985 
Use  alle  hia  markes  and  his  poundes. 
I  thai  him  make  hia  pens  outslinge, 
BQt-[if]  they  in  hia  gemer  springe ; 


Our  maydens  shal  eek  plukke  him  so. 
That  him  shal  neden  fetheres  mo,      5990 
And  make  him  selle  his  lond  to  spende, 
But  he  the  bet  cunne  him  defende. 

*  Pore  men  han  maad  hir  lord  of  me ; 
Although  they  not  so  mighty  be. 

That  they  may  fede  me  in  delyt,         5995 

I  wol  not  have  hem  in  despyt. 

No  good  man  hateth  hem,  as  I  gesse ; 

For  chinche  and  feloun  is  Bichesse, 

That  so  can  chase  hem  and  dispyse. 

And  hem  defoule  in  sondry  wyse.       6oou 

They  loven  fnl  bet,  so  god  me  spede. 

Than  doth  the  riohe,  chinchy  fgnede, 

And  been,  in  good  feith,  more  stable 

And  trewer,  and  more  serviable  ; 

And  therfore  it  sufiyseth  me  6005 

Hir  goode  herte,  and  hir  f  leautee. 

They  han  on  me  set  al  hir  thought. 

And  therfore  I  forgete  hem  nought. 

I  fwolde  hem  bringe  in  greet  noblesse. 

If  that  I  were  god  of  Bichesse,  6010 

As  I  am  god  of  Love,  sothly, 

Such  ronthe  upon  hir  pleynt  have  L 

Therfore  I  must  his  socour  be. 

That  peyneth  him  to  serven  me ; 

For  if  he  deyde  for  love  of  this,  6015 

Than  aemeth  in  me  no  love  ther  is.' 

*  Sir,*  seide  they,  '  sooth  is,  every  del. 
That  ye  reheroe,  and  we  wot  wel 
Thilk  oth  to  holde  is  resonable  ; 

For  it  is  good  and  covenable,  6020 

That  ye  on  riche  men  han  sworn. 

For,  sir,  this  wot  we  wel  bifom  ; 

If  riche  men  doon  you  homage, 

That  is  as  fooles  doon  outrage ; 

But  ye  shul  not  forsworen  be,  6025 

Ne  let  therfore  to  drinke  darree. 

Or  piment  maked  fresh  and  newe. 

Ladyes  shuUe  hem  such  pepir  brewe. 

If  that  they  falle  into  hir  laas. 

That  they  for  wo  mowe  seyn  *  Alias ! ' 

Ladyes  shuln  ever  so  ourteis  be,  6031 

That  they  shal  qnyte  your  oth  al  free, 

Ne  seketh  never  other  vicaire, 

For  they  shal  speke  with  hem  so  faire 

That  ye  shal  holde  you  payed  inl  wel, 

Though  ye  you  medle  never  a  del.      6036 

Lat  ladies  worche  with  hir  thinges, 

They  shal  hem  telle  so  fele  tydinges. 

And  moeve  hem  eke  so  many  requestis 
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By  fiatery,  that  not  bon^st  is,  fit  140 

And  therto  j-^va  h«m  Buch  tbankiugie*, 
llTnit  with  kissing,  juift  Tdth  t&lking'etff 
That  certes,  if  tboy  ti-owcd  be, 
&hsl  never  levo  bpm  Iflnd  ne  fee 
That  it  nil  bs  the  moeble  fare,  ^HS 

Of  wliicb  they  first  dalh-ered  nre, 
Nfjw  may  yc  t^lle  us  jU  j^oor  wiUe, 
And  we  yitur  hect^s  shal  fnlfilte. 

'■  But  FiUj-3eiiiblant  dar  not,  for  dr^e 
Of  yon^  sir,  medle  bim  of  this  deda,  6050 
T'jt  be  scitb  that  ye  been  hiB  fo  ; 
Ho  not,  if  ye  wol  vorcho  him  vo. 
Wbeff^ro  we  pn^y  you  alle,  bean-sinst 
That  ye  forgive  bun  now  your  ire. 
And  that  be  m^  dveile,  as  your  mnzti 
With  Aliirtinenee,  hii  dere  lemmika  ;  6o$6 
Tbia  our  «UM?ord  and  our  wil  now/ 

'  Parfay/  seide  Love^  *  I  graunte  it  yew ; 
T  wol  wfil  liolde  hiro  for  my  man  j      6oSf} 
Now  bit  him  oomo  :^  and  ho  fortb  ran, 
'  FalA^Semblant,^  quod  Lovo,  '  in  this  wyse 
I  lake  thee  bore  to  my  servyie. 
That  tbfiti,  nut  freondis  belpo  alwuy, 
And  *t"hindre  hem  neithfT  night  ne  day, 
But  do  thy  might  hem  to  relevcT        ^ttf'ii 
And  <nf1t  onr  pnomies  tbnt  thou  grevG* 
Tliyn  b^  this  tnigbt,  I  grti^^t  it  thee, 


For  they  wolde  ovciival  holdo  be-in  stiUr 

Of  trouthe  tlmt  is  ajgayn  bir  wiU«  ; 

Snche  tales  kepen  tbey  not  berev 

I  might  eflsone  bye  it  fnl  dere, 

If  I  seide  of  bom  any  tblng,  ^39^ 

Tliat  ou^ht  diffpleseth  to  hir  heiing. 

For  what  woni  that  hem  prikke  orbytelK 

In  that  wyrd  noon  of  hem  delyteth, 

Al  wore  it  gi>fipol,  the  evHngyle, 

Tbat  wolde  reprove  hem  td  hir  gyle,  6i*»> 

For  they  are  eruci  end  baatcyn. 

And  this  thmg  wot  I  wel,  eerteyn, 

If  I  speke  ought  to  peire  bir  loos, 

Your  eottrt  aluil  nM  so  wel  be  elo<^ 

That  they  no  shAl  wite  It  atte  l^ft.    6tQ« 

Of  guod  men  am  I  nought  agast^ 

For  they  wol  taken  on  bem  no^hingr, 

\Vlxan  that  tbey  kuowe  al  my  meulng: 

But  be  that  wol  it  on  him  take^ 

He  wol  himself  fluspecioud  make,        6140 

That  be  hia  lyf  let  ct*Yertly* 

In  Gyle  and  in  Ipocri^, 

ThAt  me  engondr^  and  yaf  fostrmg.' 

*  Thej'  made  »  fnl  good  eng^endring/ 
Qqod  LovOt  ^  for  wbo-so  aoothlj^  tdie,  6t|$ 
They  engendred  the  devel  of  bellb  1 

'  But  n^dely^  how-Bo*ever  it  be/ 
Quod  LiO'Te,  ^  I  wol  and  charge  tbeev 
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Of  Fals-Semblant,  Ail  of  flaterin^,      6140 
He  most  in  worldly  folk  him  seke, 
And,  ceites,  in  the  doistres  eke  ; 
I  wone  no>where  bat  in  hem  tweye ; 
Bot  not  lyk  even,  sooth  to  seye  ; 
^lortly,  I  wol  herberwe  me  6145 

Ilkere  I  hope  best  to  holstred  be  ; 
And  certeynly,  sikereet  hyding 
If  nndemeth  humblest  clothing. 

'  Seligions  folk  ben  fal  covert ; 
Seeoler  folk  ben  more  appert.  6150 

Bat  natheles,  I  wol  not  blame 
Beligions  folk,  ne  hem  diffiune, 
In  what  habit  that  ever  they  go  : 
Beligioun  humble,  and  trewe  also, 
Wol  I  not  blame,  ne  dispyse,  6155 

Bat  I  nil  love  it,  in  no  vryae. 
I  mene  of  fials  religious. 
That  Btoute  ben,  and  malicious ; 
That  wolen  in  an  abit  go, 
And  setten  not  hir  herte  therto.         6160 

*  Beligioua  folk  ben  al  pitous  ; 
Thou  shalt  not  seen  oon  dispitous. 
Th^  loven  no  pryde,  ne  no  stryf, 
Bat  humbly  they  wol  lede  hir  lyf ; 
With  fswich  folk  wol  I  never  be.       6165 
And  if  I  dwelle,  I  feyne  me 
I  may  wel  in  her  abit  go ; 
But  me  were  lever  my  n^kke  atwo, 
Than  flete  a  purpose  that  I  take. 
What  eovenaunt  that  ever  I  make.    6170 
I  dwelle  with  hem  that  proude  be, 
And  fnlle  of  wyles  and  subtelte  ; 
That  worship  of  this  world  oov^jrten, 
And  grete  -^edes  cunne  eepleyten ;    6174 
And  goon  and  gadren  greet  pitaunces. 
And  poTchace  hem  the  acqueyntaunoes 
Of  men  that  mighty  lyf  may  leden ; 
And  fieyne  hem  pore,  and  hem-self  feden 
With  gode  moroels  delicious. 
And  drinken  good  W3ni  precious,        6180 
And  preohe  us  povert  and  distresse. 
And  fisshm  hem-«elf  greet  richeese 
V^th  wyly  nettis  that  they  caste : 
It  wd  come  foul  out  at  the  laste. 
They  ben  fro  clone  religioun  went ;    6185 
They  make  the  world  an  argument 
That  hath  a  foul  conolusioun. 
^  I  have  a  robe  of  religioun, 
Than  am  I  al  religious  :  ** 
l^iis  argument  is  al  roignous ;  6190 


It  is  not  worth  a  croked  brere ; 
Habit  ne  maketh  fmonk  ne  frere, 
But  dene  lyf  and  devooioun 
Maketh  gode  men  of  religioun. 
Nathdesse,  ther  can  noon  answere,    6195 
How  high  that  ever  his  heed  he  shere 
With  rasour  whetted  never  so  kene, 
That  Qyle  in  braunches  cut  thrittene ; 
Ther  can  no  wight  distincte  it  so, 
That  he  dar  sey  a  word  therto.  6xx> 

*  But  what  herberwe  that  ever  I  take, 
Or  what  semblant  that  ever  I  make, 
I  mene  but  gyle,  and  folowe  that ; 
For  right  no  mo  than  Gibbe  our  cat 
[f  Fro  myce  and  rattes  went  his  wyle], 
Ne  entende  I  [not]  but  to  fbegyle ;     6206 
Ne  no  wight  may,  by  my  dothing, 
Wite  with  what  folk  is  my  dwelling , 
Ne  by  my  wordis  yet,  pardee, 
60  softe  and  so  plesaunt  they  be.         6210 
Bihold  the  dedes  that  I  do  ; 
But  thou  be  blind,  thou  oughtest  so ; 
For,  varie  hir  wordis  fro  hir  dede, 
They  thenke  on  gyle,  without[en]  drede. 
What  maner  dothing  that  they  were, 
Or  what  eetat  that  ever  they  here,      6:^16 
Lered  or  lewd,  lord  or  lady. 
Knight,  squier,  burgeis,  or  bayly.' 

Right  thus  whyl  Fals-Semblant    ser- 
moneth, 
Efksones  Love  him  aresoneth,  6220 

And  brak  his  tale  in  the  si>eking 
As  though  he  had  him  told  losing ; 
And  sdde :  *  What,  devel,  is  that  I  here  ? 
What  folk  hast  thou  us  nempned  here  ? 
May  men  finde  religioun  6225 

In  worldly  habitadoun  ? ' 

F.  Bern,  *  Ye,  sir ;  it  foloweth  not  that 
they 
Shulde  lede  a  wikked  lyf,  parfey, 
Ne  not  therfore  her  soules  lose, 
That  hem  to  worldly  dothes  chese ;   6230 
For,  oertes,  it  were  g^t  pitee. 
Men  may  in  seculer  dothes  see 
Florisshen  holy  religioun. 
Ful  many  a  seynt  in  fedd  and  toun, 
With  many  a  virgin  glorious,  6235 

Devout,  and  ful  religious, 
Had  deyed,  that  foomun  dothe  ay  beren, 
Yit  seyntes  never-the-les  they  weren. 
I  ooude  reken  you  many  a  ten  ; 
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Te,  wel  n[gh  aJlc  thcie  holy  wimmfiiL, 
Tlmt  men  in  oliirulifs  lisrififtDd  tefco,  €441 

Bothe  maj'doujT  »n'^  the*3  wyves  eke^ 
That  baren  -fmauy  a  fnlr  eliild  harSj 
Wored  ftlwe^  clotliia  sc<!nJerOf 
And  in  the  BanLo  dyden  tlieyt  6^45 

ThaX  Beyntbs  werea,  and  been  alw^y. 
The  eleven  thousaml  nm^vJend  dere, 
Thnt  beren  in  be  von  hir  pierf^ca  clere. 
Of  which  men  retlo  in  dbirohe,  And  jdnge, 
Were  tnkfl  in  sec  tiler  clnthiii^,  63^50 

Tfllian  they  reas4*yve<l  mArtirdonL, 
And  wunnen  hevon  anto  her  hocm. 
Otxrd  horto  malceth  the  gode  thought  ; 
TJie  iiltithin^  yovoth  ue  J-eretb  nonght, 
Tlio  gode  thoug:bt  and  the  wofching,  t2S5 
Tlittt  mitketh  tTeligi«tt*i  flawring, 
Ther  lytk  the  gotKl  religionn 
Aflcr  tbu  right  entencioan, 

'  Whi>so  toko  a  wether*  Akiii, 
And  wrapped  a  gro'ly  wcdf  theHn,      6a6o 
For  he  shnlde  g*>  with  lumbes  whyto, 
W^oest  thoa  nvi  ho  woUej  horn  byte  ? 
Yifl  !  neyer^-tho^liLS,  us  bo  were  w<.M>d^ 
He  wolde  htim   weiy.  Mid    drinks    the 

blood  ■ 
Auil  wel  the  i&ther  ham  diicejver      6165 
For,  eith  tboy  cctnde  not  ijcreeyve 


By  dHy  staifen  they  tho  wnl^  61^ 

And  id  the  night  they  mynen  there. 
Nay,,  thou  tsiofit  ph&nteu  ^oswhere 
Thyn  impee,  if  thoo,  woH  frny t  baVQ ; 
Ahyd  nftt  there  thy-eelf  to  wva 

^  Bnt  new  p^nm  \  here  I  tnme  ng^yu ; 
I  wel  no  mere  of  this  thing  icwyn,     6096 
If  I  may  piuaen  me  herby  ; 
I  mighte  maken  yon  wery^ 
Bat  1  wyl  heton  yoxi  alway 
To  holpe  your  ireendea  what  I  may,  fiSP» 
So  they  woUen  my  company  ; 
Fer  they  bo  ehcnt  ^l-eixt«:rly 
Bnt-if  lo  faUo,  that  I  he 
Olt  with  hem,  and  they  with  m& 
And  eek  my  lemm&u  mot  they  flerve,  fijp^ 
Dr  they  shul  not  my  love  deaervei. 
Fc»r»€>the»  I  &m  a  fala  trKitonr  ; 
God  jogged  me  for  n  theef  trichoixr ; 
Forsworn  I  am.^  bnt  wtl  nygh  uon 
Wet  of  my  gyle^  til  it  be  doix  6|J0 

'Thourgh  me   hath    many  00a   ^^ 
reascyvt^i, 
Tliiit  tny  trug**  a  ever  apenoeyved  \ 
And  yit  rosseyveth^  ajid  ahil  r^aeyvik, 
Tliat  my  falsnc^tt^  ^never  Aperc^re  ; 
Bnt  whe-Hj  doth^  if  he  wys  bo,  6j|t! 

Him  ifl  right  gixnl  be  war  of  me. 
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To  don  me  solas  and  company,  6340 

ThM,t  hight  dame  f  Abstinenoe-Streyned, 

In  many  a  qnejmt  array  [y)-feyned. 

Bight  as  it  cometh  to  hir  lyking, 

I  foliille  al  hir  desiring. 

Somtyme  a  wommans  cloth  take  I ;    6345 

Kow  am  I  mayde,  now  lady. 

Som^rme  I  am  religions ; 

Kow  lyk  an  anker  in  an  hons. 

Somtyme  am  I  prioresse, 

And  now  a  nonne,  and  now  abbesse ;  6550 

And  go  thnr^  alle  regiotms, 

Seking  alle  religionns. 

Bnt  to  what  ordre  that  I  am  sworn, 

I  take  the  strawe,  and  flete  the  00m  ; 

To  tUynde  folk  [ther]  I  enhabite,        6555 

I  axe  no-more  bat  hir  abi^ 

What  wol  ye  more  ?  in  every  wyse, 

Bight  as  me  Ust,  I  me  disgyse. 

Wd  can  I  here  me  nnder  weed ; 

Unlyk  is  my  word  to  my  deed.  ^60 

Ihiis  make  I  in  my  trappes  falle, 

Thnrgh  my  prjnrileges,  alle 

That  ben  in  Cristendom  alyve. 

I  may  assoile,  and  I  may  shrjrve, 

That  no  prelat  nui^  lette  me,  6365 

AI  folk,  wher-ever  they  fonnde  be  : 

I  noot  no  prelat  mi^  don  so, 

Bat  it  the  pope  be,  and  no  mo, 

Ihst  made  thilk  establisshing. 

Kow  is  not  this  a  propre  thing  ?  6370 

Bat,  were  my  sleightes  apercejrved, 

[fKe  shnlde  I  more  been  receyved] 

Ai  I  was  wont ;  and  woetow  why  ? 

fvT  I  dide  hem  a  tregetry ; 

Bot  therof  yeve  I  litel  tale,  6375 

I  have  the  silver  and  the  male ; 

So  have  I  preched  and  eek  shriven, 

80  have  I  take,  so  have  fme  yiven, 

Thnii^  hir  foly,  hnsbond  and  wyf, 

That  I  lede  right  a  joly  lyf,  6380 

Thnrgh  simplesse  of  the  prelacye  ; 

Th^  know  not  al  my  tregetrye. 

*  Bat  for  as  moche  as  man  and  W3rf 
Shnld  shewe  hir  paroche-prest  hir  lyf 
Ones  a  yeer,  as  seith  the  book,  6385 

Er  any  wight  his  honsel  took. 
Than  have  I  piyvileges  large, 
That  may  of  moche  thing  discharge ; 
For  he  may  seye  rig^t  thus,  pardee  : — 
**  Sir  Freest,  in  shrift  1  telle  it  thee,  ^90 


That  he,  to  whom  that  I  am  shriven. 

Hath  me  assoiled,  and  me  yiven 

Penaonoe  soothly,  for  my  sinne, 

Which  that  I  fond  me  gilty  inne ; 

Xe  I  ne  have  never  entencioim  6395 

To  make  double  confessioon, 

Xe  reherce  eft  my  shrift  to  thee ; 

0  shiifb  is  right  y-nongh  to  me. 
This  onghte  thee  soflyce  wel, 

Xe  be  not  rebel  never*«-del ;  64XM 

For  certes,  though  thou  haddest  it  sworn, 

1  wot  no  prest  ne  prelat  bom 

That  may  to  shrift  eft  me  constrejoie. 

And  if  they  don,  I  wol  me  pleyne  ; 

For  I  wot  where  to  pleyne  weL  6405 

Thou  shalt  not  streyne  me  a  del, 

Xe  enforce  me,  ne  "fyit  me  trouble. 

To  make  my  oonfessioun  double. 

Xe  I  have  none  affeccioun 

To  have  double  absolncioun.  6410 

The  firste  is  right  y-nough  to  me  , 

This  latter  assoiling  quyte  I  thee. 

I  am  imbounde  ;  what  mayst  thou  finde 

More  of  my  sinnes  me  to  unbinde  ? 

For  he,  that  might  hath  in  his  hond,  6415 

Of  alle  my  sinnes  me  unbond. 

And  if  thou  wolt  me  thus  constreyne, 

That  me  mot  nedis  on  thee  pleyne, 

There  shal  no  jugge  imperial, 

Xe  bisshop,  ne  official,  6420 

Don  jugement  on  me  ;  for  I 

Shal  gon  and  pleyne  me  openly* 

Unto  my  shrift-fader  newe, 

(That  hight  not  Frere  Wolf  untrewe  !) 

And  he  shal  fchevise  him  for  me,       6435 

For  I  trowe  he  can  hampre  thee. 

But,  lord  !  he  wolde  be  wrooth  withalle, 

If  men  him  wolde  Frere  Wolf  calle ! 

For  he  wolde  have  no  pacience. 

But  don  al  cruel  vengeaunoe  !  6430 

He  wolde  his  might  don  at  the  leest, 

[Xe]  no-thing  spcure  for  goddes  heest. 

And,  god  so  wis  be  my  sooour. 

But  thou  yeve  me  my  Saviour 

At  Ester,  whan  it  lyketh  me,  6435 

Withoute  presing  more  on  thee, 

I  wol  forth,  and  to  him  goon. 

And  he  shal  housel  me  anoon. 

For  I  am  out  of  thy  grucching ; 

I  kepe  not  dele  with  thee  no-thing."  6440 

Thus  may  he  shryve  him,  that  forsaketh 
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Xntl  if  the  prt?st  wol  liim  refu», 

Attd  liim  ptiuisi^lto  nu  J  liampre  la,      6445 
That  Le  IiIb  chinch <a  ahal  forg^^i, 

*  But  wliflKsn  liatii  in  lit*  Ming 
Tlio  cntt|[eqq*?iiqq  of  ■noli  Blir;3'raig, 
&lmliiei?n  thnt  pr^st  mny  neviar  liav©  miglit 
Ti>  knnwo  tliQ  criuBdoiiee  aright  6451 

Of  him  tJmt  la  uinipr  hii  euro. 
Ami  tliis  ft^€*xus  lioly  scriptnrei 
Tltut  biddi^^th  ev^ry  lienie  haiieftt« 
Hav(^  t?erry  knowuig  of  his  bcattL 
Bnt  [wiPd  f*^lk  tlmt  g*™  liy  strot«,       6455 
Tliftl  hii^-a  no  ^*Ul,  HG  sonimes  frrtftdf 
Hem  woMe  I  loto  to  hir  prplat«a. 
Or  leto  lur  proste^J  ktiowc  hir  Ktat«s, 
Fi*r  to  mo  right  tMiUj^ht  y*?i,  e  th^y/ 

Atrtimt'.  *  Anrl  why  fis  it  ?  * 

#\  *?-rwT,  *  For  til py  tie  m&y.    6460 

Thoy  ben  s<i  bar**,  I  takp  no  kocp  r 
But  I  ivnl  havQ  tlio  fill  to  she£<p  ; — 

I  ycve  not  of  Uif  hiirm  a  bene  ! 

And  if  thnt  prwlAta  ernrclii?n  it^  646$ 

Tliat  ougbtetl  fwrolU  bfi  iu  hir  wit^ 

Ti'^  lem  her  fnttd  bcat^-s  sri, 

I  Bkal  yevo  bom  a  Btrok*?  or  tis^n, 


FW  hcJtt  f  bal  T  mc  in^ver  f^ync*^ 

Yit  allfi  porii  folk  I  ditdejm^.  64(jo 

"^  I  loiffl  ihboi  the  ftcqnoyiita.iinG« 
Ten  tyme#,  of  tbo  king  of  Praunco, 
TJian  of  tporo  mjui  of  mylde  mode, 
Thongb  thftt  bit  aonle  ho  also  gode. 
For  wlum  I  see  beggiwft  qnnkmg,        64*^5 
N'ftkoil  on  mixens  al  91:1  nkin^^ 
For  hnngra  erye,  and  oek  for  care, 
,  I  ^iitremeto  not  of  hir  farei 
They  been  ao  iwro*  and  ftvl  of  pyti«, 
They  nughtnot  on«i  yoT«  nno  tdyntt,^i^ 
For  they  have  xio-thui^  but  htr  lyf ; 
WbAt  B:btklda  be  yeve  that  lik%«ih  hk 

knyf? 
It  is  bnt  foly  to  entremete. 
To  mki?  ill  hoiin(Li»  n«t  fat  mete> 
Let  bore  hem  to  the  spit^l  anoon,        6p5 
But,  for  mo,  comfort  g^te-  they  nooiu 
But  a  riche  sike  n^ojvre 
WoUle  I  visytB  and  drawe  nere  ; 
Him  wol  T  comforte  and  rebote, 
For  I  liope  of  his  g*^ld  to  giete. 
And  I  J'  that  wikkad  deth  him  htves 
I  wol  go  with  blm  to  Ms  j^mve^ 
And  if  ther  any  repnive  jne. 
Why  tUid  I  tetc  the  pore  be, 
Woato^^  liiA\'  I  "j-mot  aseapel^ 
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And  him,  that  -fbeiogiiig  wol  ay  greve, 

H0W  shakle  I  fay  his  word  him  leve  ?  6540 

Unncthe  that  he  nil  a  micher, 

F<tnwom,  or  ellM  fgod  is  Iyer.'* 

Urns  aeith  S«]nnu>n(es]  mwes ; 

Ke  we  finde  writen  in  no  lawes, 

And  namely  in  our  Cristen  lay —        6545 

♦Who  seith  '  y©,*  I  dar  tey  '  nay ') — 

That  Crist,  ne  his  apostles  dere. 

Why!  that  they  walkede  in  erthe  here, 

Were  never  seen  her  hred  hegging, 

Ftir  they  nolde  beggen  for  no-thing,   ^i^o 

And  right  thus  were  men  wont  to  teche  ; 

And  in  this  wyse  wolde  it  proche 

The  maistres  of  diviniteo 

Smntyme  in  Paris  the  citee. 

*  And  if  men  wolde  ther-geyn  appose 
The  naked  text,  and  lete  the  gloee,      6556 
It  mu^hte  sone  assoiled  be  ; 

F<ir  men  may  wel  the  sotho  seet 

That,  panle,  they  mighto  axe  a  thing 

PUviily  forth,  withoat  begging.  6560 

Fit  they  woren  goddes  herdes  dere, 

An'i  cure  of  sooles  ha<lden  here, 

Tlicy  noMo  n«>-thing  bcgge  hir  fode  ; 

F'T  att<T  CriAt  was  don  on  rode, 

H'ith  +hir  propro  hondes  they  wrought, 

And  ^th  travel,  nnd  elles  nought,      6566 

Tb^y  wonnen  all  hir  stutenaunoe, 

An-t  Uvetlen  forth  in  hir  penannoe, 

An-l  thi^  remenannt  fyeve  awey 

T"  (»th4'r  poro  i  folk  alwey.  6570 

Thpy  n^'ither  bildeu  tour  ne  halle, 

^t  't-^^'e  in  houses  smalo  witlialle. 

A  mii^hty  man,  that  can  and  may, 

ShuMe  with  his  honde  and  body  alway 

^mne  him  his^food  in  laboring,  6575 

It  hf  ue  have  rent  or  sich  a  thing, 

AlthiKiiHi  he  lie  religious, 

Aiiil  gr„i  to  ser\-en  curious. 

Thus  m'fte  ho  rion,  or  do  trc8i>as, 

Bnt-it  it  be  in  certeyn  cas,  6580 

That  I  can  reherce,  if  mister  l>e, 

Riiriit  wpl,  whan  the  tyme  I  see. 

•  S*.ke  the  book  of  »Seynt  Austin, 

Be  it  in  paper  or  pcrchemin,  6584 

There-as  he  writ  of  these  worchinges, 
Ihoa  shalt  seen  that  nun  cxcusinges 
A  pnrtit  man  no  shnldo  seko 
By  witrdes,  ne  by  dedos  eko. 
Although  he  be  religious. 


And  god  to  serven  curious,  6590 

That  he  ne  shal,  so  mote  I  go. 

With  propro  hondes  and  body  also, 

Gcte  his  food  in  laboring. 

If  he  ne  have  propretee  of  thing. 

Tit  shulde  he  selle  al  his  substannce,  ^595 

And  with  his  swink  have  sustenannca, 

If  ho  bo  parfit  in  bounteo. 

Thus  han  tho  bookes  tolde  me  : 

For  he  that  wol  gon  ydilly, 

And  useth  it  ay  besily  6600 

To  haunten  other  mennes  table. 

Ho  is  a  trechour,  ful  of  fable  : 

Ne  he  ne  may,  by  godo  resoun, 

Excuse  him  by  his  orisoun. 

For  men  bihoveth,  in  som  gyse,  6605 

f  Som-tyme  loven  goddes  servyso 

To  gon  and  purchasen  her  nede. 

Men  mote  eten,  that  is  no  drede, 

And  slope,  and  eek  do  other  thing  ; 

So  longe  may  they  leve  praying.  6610 

So  may  they  eek  hir  prayer  blinne, 

\Vliilo  that  they  werke,  hir  mete  to  winna 

Seynt  Aiistin  wol  therto  accorde, 

In  thilke  book  that  I  recorde. 

Justinian  eek,  that  made  lawes,  6615 

Hath  thus  forboden,  by  olde  dawes, 

"  No  man,  up  peyne  to  bo  deed. 

Mighty  of  body,  to  lioggo  his  breed. 

If  he  may  swlnke,  it  for  to  geto  ; 

Men  shulde  him  rather  maymo  or  bete, 

Or  doon  of  him  apert  justice,  ,  6621 

Than  suffren  liim  in  such  malice." 

They  don  not  wol,  so  moto  I  go, 

That  taken  such  almesse  so. 

But  if  thoy  have  som  privelege,  6625 

That  of  tho  peyne  hem  wol  allege. 

But  h<>w  that  is,  can  I  not  see, 

But-if  the  prince  di88oj'\'ed  be  ; 

No  I  no  weno  not,  sikorly, 

Tliat  thoy  may  have  it  rightfully.        6631) 

But  I  wol  not  determj-no 

Of  princes  jwwer,  no  dofyne, 

Ne  by  my  word  comprcnde,  y-wis, 

If  it  so  for  may  streccho  in  this. 

I  wol  not  entremete  a  del ;  6635 

But  I  trowo  that  the  lxK)k  soith  wel, 

^^^lo  that  takoth  ahnessos,  that  h»^ 

iJewo  to  folk  that  men  may  see 

Lame,  feblc,  woiy,  an<l  bare, 

Pore,  or  in  such  maner  care,  Uy^n 
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(TImlb  Oi»m«  wmnt}  liem  nevermo, 

Bot  tbejr  Wve  no  power  thefto), 

Hi?  ot^th  his  owno  dampnlugf 

But^if  ho  lye,  that  maiio  al  thin^. 

Aaul  if  ye  such  a  trail  ant  flnde,  6645 

Chafltbo  him  wol,  if  ye  be  kimlc* 

Bat  they  wolde  liate  yoti^  pcrc<i^, 

And,  if  ye  fillcn  in  hir  laafl, 

Thoy  wolde  eftamuja  do  j*on  aoathaf 

If  thnt  they  mi^hte,  Ut*i  or  rathe  ;      0650 

For  they  Itw  a-Jt  ful  p^u^ient, 

That  hrm  the  world  thioA  foiile  blent* 

Atid  wit«th  wel,  fwher]  that  gcMl  IjaaI 

The  g^Kid  man  s^lle  aJ  that  he  hnd^ 

Aud  folijwe  him^  ftnd  to  iwiro  it  yiTfl,  6655 

Hq  wolda  not  therforo  that  ha  live 

To  aer^'en  him  in  meiidieiice, 

For  It  wjta  ti^ver  hi*  sentence  ; 

Buit  he  lM%d  wlrken  whnn  that  uede  is, 

And  f(d*fl  him  in  (fo<>de  defied,  6660 

Soynt  Poole,  that  love^t  ol  h^dy  chiitJiej 

Be  bade  th'apostles  fur  to  wirchc, 

And  winnen  hir  lyflode  in  that  wyse. 

And  hem  defended  truaondyae,  6664 

And  Beide,  **  Wirketb  with  yon  rhonden  :  " 

Thujs  Hhiolde  the  thing  be  nnderatonden. 

He  nolde,  y-wist  f^ii^^'^  hem  boggin^j 

Ne  Bellen  gn^apel,  tie  preching, 


AtHoitr.  *  And  how?  * 

F.  Sem.  '  BiT^  X  yrnl  fflmily  telle  jtm  :— 
Seynt  Austin  seith,  a  umn  may  bo      6691 
In  hcmsefl  that  hon  praproteer 
A»  templere  and  huepiteloni. 
And  OS  these  chanonna  regolera, 
Or  wbyto  monket,  or  theao  bhOco^    ^695 
f  T  wh>1o  no  mo  eusamples  niaJte) — 
And  t/ike  therof  his  Bxaumixigy 
For  therinne  lyth  no  bc^gging  * 
Bat  othor-woye*  not,  y-wi«, 
f  Yif  Anstiji  giibbeth  not  of  this,         6/jioo 
And  yit  fnl  tnany  a  monk  IrtboiuvthT 
That  gtal  in  holy  chirehe  bi*nonr«th  ; 
For  wban  hir  swinkin]^  is  A^^tn^ 
They  rede  and  ainge  in  cbircbe  aiiorm, 

'  And  for  ther  hath  ben  grrot  diwsord, 
Aa  many  a  wiffht  m^y  b^re  rooorti,     bjn^ 
Upon  tbe  estate  of  fmendiiincis, 
I  wol  short b'l  in  your  presence, 
Tel]#  how  a  man  m&y  bej^i^  at  nedei, 
l^t  hnth  not  wborwith  liim  to  fefle,  bjv» 
Mauj^o  hia  fi?h>nes  JAngelinifefl, 
For  ^othfastneisae  wol  non  hidlugm  ; 
And  yit,  percas,  I  may  abeye 
That  I  to  yow  aothly  tbna  i«y^ 

'  Lo,  here  tbe  caaa  especial  :  ^St 

If  a  man  be  ao  i>eBt  iat 
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Have  (sUn  his  neoeaiitea  6740 

*  Or  if  kia  winning  be  to  lyte, 
Tbat  his  labour  ifol  not  aoqnyte 

falBeiantly  al  his  living, 

Tit  maj  he  go  his  breed  hearing ; 

Tro  dore  to  dore  he  may  go  trace,       6745 

TH  he  the  Temenaont  mi^  pniohaoe. 

Or  if  a  man  wolde  nndertake 

iny  empiyse  for  to  make. 

In  the  reeeons  of  oar  lay, 

And  it  defimden  as  he  mi^,  6750 

Be  it  with  armes  or  lettmre. 

Or  other  oorenable  cure, 

If  it  be  eo  he  pore  be, 

Than  may  he  begge,  til  that  he 

May  ftnde  in  troathe  for  to  swinke,    6755 

And  gete  him  dotheCsJ,  mete,  and  drinke. 

8«ink«  he  with  hondes  corporel, 

And  noA  with  hondes  espiritneL 

*  In  al  this[e]  caas,  and  in  semblables. 
If  that  ther  htm.  mo  rosonables,  6760 

He  may  begge,  as  I  telle  yxm  here, 
And  f Ilea  nonght,  in  no  manere ; 
Al  William  Seynt  Amour  wolde  preche. 
And  ofte  wolde  dispnto  and  teche 
Of  thif  matere  alle  openly  6765 

At  IVris  All  solemp(ne]ly. 
And  al-ao  god  my  soole  blesse, 
Aj  he  had,  in  this  stedfastnesee, 
The  accord  of  the  nniversitee, 
And  of  the  paple,  as  aemeth  me.         6770 

'  Ko  good  man  onghte  it  to  reftise, 
Ke  oo^te  him  therof  to  excose, 
fie  vrooth  or  blythe  who-so  be  ; 
For  I  wol  speke,  and  telle  it  thee, 

Al  iholde  I  dye,  and  be  pat  doan,       6775 

As  was  seynt  Poal,  in  derk  prisoan ; 

Or  he  exiled  in  this  caas 

With  wrung,  as  maister  William  was, 

That  my  moder  Ypocriaye 

fianiashed  for  hir  greet  envye.  6780 

*  My  moder  flemed  him,  Seynt  Amoar : 

Thia  noble  dide  sach  laboar 

To  iosteyne  erer  the  loyaltee, 

That  he  to  moche  agilte  me. 

Be  made  a  book,  and  leet  it  wiyte,     6785 

Whcrin  his  lyf  he  dide  al  wryte, 

And  wolde  ich  renejred  begging, 

And  lived  by  toy  traveyling, 

If  I  ne  had  rent  ne  other  good. 

What  ?  wened  he  that  I  were  wood  ?  6790 


For  laboar  might  me  never  plese, 

I  have  more  wil  to  been  at  ese ; 

And  have  wel  lever,  sooth  to  seyi 

Bifore  the  paple  patre  and  prey, 

And  wrye  me  in  my  fozerye  6795 

Under  a  cope  of  papelardye.* 

Qaod  Love, '  What  devel  is  this  I  here? 
'\^liat  wordes  teUest  thoa  me  here  ? ' 

r.Sem.  *i;VTiat,  sir?* 

Amour.  *  Falsnesse,  that  apert  is ; 

Than  dredest  thoa  not  god  ? ' 

F.  Sem.  No,  certes :  6800 

For  aelde  in  greet  thing  shal  he  spede 
In  this  world,  that  god  wol  drede. 
For  folk  that  hem  to  verta  yiven. 
And  traly  on  her  owne  liven. 
And  hem  in  goodnesse  ay  contene,     68qs 
On  hem  is  litel  thrift  y-sene ; 
Sach  folk  drinken  gret  misese ; 
That  lyf  [ne]  may  me  never  plese. 
Bat  see  what  gold  ban  nsarers. 
And  silver  eek  in  [hir]  gamers,  6810 

Taylagiers,  and  these  monjroan, 
Bailifs,  bedels,  provr^at,  coant^mra  ; 
Theae  liven  wel  nygh  by  ravjme ; 
The  amale  paple  hem  ixufte  endyne. 
And  they  as  wolves  wol  hem  eten.      6815 
Upon  the  pore  folk  they  geten 
Fal  moche  of  that  they  apende  or  kepe ; 
Nia  none  of  hem  that  he  nil  atrepe. 
And  fwryen  him-eelf  wel  atte  folle ; 
Withoat(e]  acalding  they  hem  palle.  6820 
The  atronge  the  feble  overgoth  ; 
Bat  I,  that  were  my  aimple  cloth, 
B^)bbe  bothe  trr>bbe<l  and  robboara. 
And  gyle  -fgyled  and  gyloara. 
By  my  treget,  I  gadre  and  threste       6835 
The  greet  treaoar  into  my  cheate, 
Tliat  lyih.  with  me  ao  faste  boande. 
M^-n  highe  paleya  do  I  fuonde, 
And  my  delytea  I  faliille 
With  wj-ne  at  feestea  at  my  wille,      68y> 
And  tablea  falle  of  entremeea ; 
I  wol  no  Ij-f,  bat  eae  and  peea, 
And  winne  gold  to  apende  alao. 
For  whan  the  grcte  baggo  ia  go, 
It  comoth  right  [eft]  with  my  japes.    6835 
Make  I  not  wel  tamble  myn  apes  ? 
To  winne  ia  alwey  m>-n  entent ; 
My  porchaa  ia  better  than  my  rent ; 
For  though  I  ahalde  beten  be. 
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Over-al  I  entremete  me  ;  6840 

Without[e]  me  may  no  wight  dure. 

I  walke  sooles  for  to  care. 

Of  al  the  worldo  euro  have  I 

In  bre<le  and  lengthe  ;  boldely 

I  wol  bothe  precho  and  cek  connceilen  ; 

"With  hondos  wille  I  not  traveilen,     6846 

Por  of  the  pope  I  have  the  buUe  ; 

I  ne  holde  not  my  wittes  dalle. 

I  "wol  not  stinten,  in  my  lyvo, 

These  emperoares  for  to  Bhrj-^'o,  6850 

Or  kynges,  dukes,  and  lordes  grete  ; 

But  pore  folk  al  quyte  I  leta 

I  love  no  such  shry\'ing,  pardee, 

But  it  for  other  cause  be. 

I  rekke  not  of  jwre  men,  6855 

Hir  astate  is  not  worth  an  hen. 

Where  fyndcst  thou  a  swinker  of  labour 

Have  me  unto  his  confessour  ? 

But  emperesses,  and  duchesses, 

Thise  queues,  and  eek  [thiso]  countesses, 

Thise  abbesses,  and  cek  Bi^^ms.  6861 

TLtjrit':   ^ni.-Lti    l<ni>K'_-t    |i-!ll|l^>  lis, 

These  joly  knif^ihtes.  ftiiil  Itfiilli-vpSH 
Thifio  iitiuxios,  Jind  thisfl  burgiiia  y^yve^. 
That  riche  been^  and  eek  plealng^        &ii&t^ 
Aiiii  thiflo  male]  ens  weUnring, 
Whernuo  they  vlnd  or  ntikpc]  Ix', 


Thus  is  it  glosed,  donteles  :  6890 

That  is  the  olde  testament. 
For  therby  is  the  chaire  ment- 
Sitt€  Scribes  and  Pharis[i]en  ; — 
That  is  to  seyn,  the  curBed  men 
Whiche  that  we  ypocrites  calle —       6(kj5 
Doth  that  they  preche,  I  rede  yoa  alle, 
But  doth  not  as  they  don  a  del. 
That  been  not  wery  to  seye  wel, 
But  to  do  wel,  no  wille  liave  they ; 
And  they  wolde  binde  on  folk  alwey. 
That  ben  to  [be]  begyled  able,  6901 

fBurdens  that  ben  importable  ; 
On  folkes  shuldros  thinges  thoy  ooachen 
That  they  nil  with  her  fingrea  toachesL* 

Amour,  *  And  why  wol  they  not  toneha 
it?' 

F.  Sem,  *  Why  P  6yu5 

For  hem  ne  list  not,  sikerly  ; 
For  sadde  fburdena  that  men  taken 
Make  folkes  shuldres  aken. 
And  if  thnv  do  onirht  that  ffood  be^ 
Timt  J!i  rur  jH»lk  it  MintliiL'  &vt.'  :  69K>> 

HoF  nf-borilors  lArgt'r  maken  they, 
And  make  hir  hemmea  wyile  alweyt 
And  lovL^n  setes  at  the  table,. 
Tho  firsts?  and  most  honot]|J**lile  ; 
And  iitt  to  lioii  the  first  chnierea  69^15 
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Bat  "vwd  ne  wife  dwl  he  noon. 

Til  aUe  his  freoidM  been  his  foon.      ^.^40  ! 

F<«>  if  we  dide  it  openly. 

We  mi|^t  have  blame  redily ; 

Fur  hedde  he  wist  of  oar  mslyoe, 

He  hjulde  him  kepi,  bat  he  were  njce.        , 
*  Another  is  this,  that,  if  so  fidle    6045  1 

That  ther  be  oon  annm^  as  alle 

Tbst  doth  a  good  torn,  ont  of  drede. 

We  teyn  it  is  oar  alder  dede. 

Ye,  flikerly,  thoagh  he  it  feyned. 

Or  tluit  him  list,  or  that  him  deyned  6950 

A.  man  thozn^  him  avannced  be  ; 

Tberof  alle  parceners  be  we. 

And  tellen  folk,  wher-so  we  go, 

That  man  thozn^  ns  is  sprongen  sa 

And  tor  to  hare  of  men  preysing,        6955 

Weporchace,  tfaorgfa  oar  flatering, 

Ofricbemen,  of  gret  poastee, 

Lcttres,  to  witnesee  oar  bonntee ; 

Sothst  man  weneth,  that  ma^  as  see, 

l^Mt  alle  verta  in  as  be.  6960 

And  alwi^  pore  we  ns  fejne ; 

But  bow  so  that  we  begge  or  plejme, 

We  ben  the  folk,  without  lesing. 

That  al  thing  have  withoat  ha\'ing. 

Thju  be  we  dred  of  the  paple.  y-wis.  6965 

Aad  gladly  my  porpos  is  this  :— 

I  d«le  with  no  wight,  bat  he 

Hart  gold  and  tresoor  gret  plentee ; 

Hir  acqaeyntannce  wel  love  I ; 

This  if  moche  my  dei^,  shortly.         tuT;%i 

I  utremete  me  of  brocages, 

1  make  pees  and  manages, 

I  am  gladly  exocutoor, 

Ac'l  many  tymes  procaratoor ; 

I  am  somtyme  meesager ;  ^^75  , 

TLat  fialleth  not  to  my  mister. 

And  many  tymee  I  make  ezMinestes : 

Tk'T  me  that  office  not  honest  is  : 

To  dele  with  other  mennes  thing,  j 


That  is  to  me  a  gret  lyking. 
And  if  that  ye  have  ought  to  do 
In  i>lace  that  I  repeire  to, 
I  shal  it  speden  thorgh  my  wit, 
As  3>  'Ce  as  ye  have  told  me  it. 
So  that  ye  serve  me  to  pay, 
My  serviae  shal  be  yoor  alway. 
Bat  who-so  wol  chastyse  me. 
An«x>a  my  love  lost  hath  he ; 
F'  r  1  love  no  man  in  no  gyse, 
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That  w<4  m«-  re}<r{^e  or  chastyse  :       6990 
Bat  I  wolde  al  rolk  undertake. 
And  of  IK!  wifvLt  no  teching  take  : 
For  I,  that  vtht-r  fi»lk  chastye, 
Wol  Dit  le  taught  fro  my  iblye. 

*  I  k've  xi<>on  hermitage  n>ore  :  6995 
Alle  desertes.  and  holtes  hore. 

And  grete  wodes  everichoon. 

I  lete  Lem  to  the  Baptist  lohan. 

I  quethe  him  qnyte'.  and  him  rdease 

Of  Egipt  al  the  wildimesse  ;  tuuo 

To  fer  were  alle  my  mansiouns 

Fro  alle  citees  and  gc*ode  tounes. 

My  paleis  and  myn  hous  make  I 

There  men  niay  renne  in  openly. 

And  sey  that  I  the  world  forsake.       ;\a»5 

But  al  amidde  I  bilde  and  make 

My  hous.  and  swimme  and  pley  therinne 

Bet  than  a  fish  doth  with  his  finne. 

*  Of  Antecristes  men  am  I, 

Of  whiche  that  Crist  seith  openly.       71110 

They  have  abit  of  holinesse. 

And  liven  in  such  wikkednesse. 

Outward,  lambren  semen  we, 

Fnlle  of  goodnesse  and  of  pitee. 

And  inward  we.  withouten  fable,         7015 

Ben  gredj'  wolves  ra\*i5ablc 

We  enviroune  bothe  londe  and  see  ; 

With  al  the  world  t^«rreyen  we  ; 

We  wc»l  <»nleyne  of  alle  thing. 

Of  folkes  g<«od,  and  her  li>-ing.  j%.uii 

'  If  ther  Ite  castel  or  citee 
Wberin  that  any  bougerons  be. 
.Although  that  they  of  Milayne  were, 
For  ther-of  Wn  they  blamed  there  : 
Or  if  a  wipht.  out  of  mesure,  joj$ 

WoMe  Icne  bis  p^ld,  and  take  usure, 
For  that  he  is  f^o  coveitous  : 
Or  if  he  be  to  loccherous, 
Or  tthefe,  or  hnunte  simonj-e  ; 
Or  iirovost,  ftil  of  trecher>*e,  y\tm 

Or  i»relat,  living  jolily, 
Or  prest  that  halt  his  qnene  him  by  : 
Or  oUlo  bores  hostilers. 
Or  other  ba wiles  or  bf»rdillers». 
Or  elles  bhinied  of  any  vyce,  70.^5 

Of  whiche  mt-n  shulden  doon  justyce : 
By  alle  the  scyntes  that  we  pray, 
But  they  defende  them  with  lamprey, 
With  luce,  with  cles,  with  samocms, 
With  tcndre  pjt'S.  an«l  v.  ith  ca]K>uns,  7«i4«> 
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With  tartes,  At  with  toheaaa  fftt, 
With  deytite  flftwiies,  Itrfwle  ftntl  flat, 
With  c^ow«!f<t,  or  with  imllyillck, 
With  coningd^ji^  or  witli  fyn  vitailks 
Tluvt  wfi,  nndor  oar  clotbeia  wyfi<>i        7^5 
Makon  thnrgh  oar  gitlet  glyde  : 
Or  bnt  he  wol  lio  come  in  basto 
E*Kvvpiii30Uti,  [y]-W)ce  in  piifite  : 
Whether  «o  that,  hq  louro  or  ^ittino, 
He  sbAl  ham  of  a  cordo  a  loi^ts,         Tumtpt* 
With  whicho  m«n  shnL  hini  binde  cmd 

Ifide, 
Til  brentip  bim  for  hia  sinftil  d^&f 
Tlmt  mcti  sthalie  here  bim  crye  wid  pom 
A  m>lo-W(sy  uboato,  n.nd  m^re. 
Or  ellcia  h©  shol  in  prijsoQn  dye,  70^ 

Bat-if  he  wol  [our]  frend&lijp  bjo, 
Ot  amert^n  that  that  he  bath  do, 
Itoroi  than  his  gUt  amotui  tilth  to. 
Bnt^  and  he  c^mthc^  thuri^h  hia  sleight 
Bo  maken  np  a  tour  of  height^  7060 

Nought  n>nj^btH£j  I  whether  of  stone  tit  tree^ 
Or  e^Tihet  or  tunres  tbmijijrii  it  be, 
Thongh  it  w&Mj  of  no  vunnde  stimi* 
Wrought  with  sqnyre  and  scAniilotie, 
So  that  the  tour  were  stulSed  wel        jti(65 
With  alio  richeaae  temjmrel  ; 
And  thfuineT  that  he  wolde  npdrosse 
Engyns^  hot  bo  more  and  lessL^, 
To  caste  at  us,  by  evoiy  syde — - 
To  bore  hia  gtHide  name  wyde—  jn^o 

Sneh  sleight es  [as]  I  shal  yow  nevone, 
Barelles  of  wyne,  by  aixe  or  seveue^ 
Or  ^>ld  in  sakkcs  gnet  plente. 


Th^t  kepeth  the  key  of  Grtfitendome, 

't'Tho}'  had  boentmnnenlecl,  alle  and  i 

Sncbe  been  tbo  stiDLking  [f^]  prt>pb«ti*|  | 

Nia  non  of  hem  ^  tha-t  goml  prophete  ii ; 

For  they,  thnrgh  wikke^^l  entencioiin,  jo^ 

The  year  of  the  inoarnacionn 

A  tbousiind  and  two  bcmdrefl  yeor, 

Fyve  and  fifty,  ferther  ne  ner, 

Bronghten  a  bcKjk,  with  sory  grnxm^ 

To  yeren  ensamfiile  in  comnno  place,  7100 

That  Heide  thus,  though  it  were  fabla  : — 

"  This  is  the  G^wpel  PenltiraUe, 

That  fro  the  Holy  Goost  i^  aent,^ 

Wol  were  it  worth  to  ben  fyj-bront  I 

Entitletl  wa«  in  such  man^ere  7105: 

This  book,  of  which  I  telle  here. 

Ther  no^  no  wight  in  al  Parys^ 

Bilom  Onr  Laily,  a*  paTf^i 

fThat  [he]  ne  mighte  bye  the  book, 

f  To  copy,  if  him  talent  t<3<jk.  fi i^ 

Ther  tnight  he  Bteo,  by  greet  troacmn, 

Ful  many  fala  comparlsoon  :— 

''  As  moche  n^^  t burgh  his  greto  miglit, 

Be  it  of  bete  J  or  of  light, 

The  auniie  ffurmotinteth  tho  mone,      71 1 S 

Tliat  trunbbr  la,  aekI  ob&tmgeth  booa, 

nAxid  the  note-ken^tjl  the  sJbeUo — ^ 

(J  aeomo  na.t  that  I  yow  telle) — ^ 

Right  BO,  withoutftu  ajiy  g^d^t 

Surmoanteth  this  noblij  Eiiuigyle       71  aO 

The  w<^rcl  of  any  evangnHst,'^ 

And  to  her  title  they  token  Ohrifft ; 

And  many  such  conipariscHin, 

Of  which  1  iiiuku  in  I  myucuHjiiii, 
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For  by  that  book  they  durst  not  stonde. 

Away  they  gonue  it  for  to  bere, 

For  th^  ne  durste  not  answere 

By  expodcioiui  fne  glose  7145 

To  that  that  clerkes  wole  appose 

Ayens  the  cnrsednesse,  y-wis, 

That  in  that  boke  -vrriten  is. 

Now  wot  I  not,  ne  I  can  not  see 

What  maner  ende  that  there  shal  be  7150 

Of  al  thia  [boke]  that  they  hyde  ; 

Bnt  yit  algate  they  shal  a^yde 

TH  that  th^  may  it  bet  defende ; 

This  trowe  I  best,  wol  be  hir  ende. 

^  Thns  Antecrist  abyden  we,  7155 

For  we  ben  alle  of  his  meynee ; 
And  what  man  that  wol  not  be  so, 
Right  sone  he  shal  his  lyf  forgo. 
We  wol  a  pnple  fon  him  areyse. 
And  thnrgh  oar  gyle  doon  him  seise,  7160 
And  him  on  sharpe  speres  lyve, 
Or  other-w^es  bringe  him  fro  lyve, 
Bat-if  that  he  wol  folowe,  y-wis, 
That  in  oar  boke  writen  is. 
ThoB  moche  wol  oar  book  signifye,      7165 
That  whyl  [that]  Peter  hath  moistiye, 
Kay  never  Johan  shewe  wel  his  might, 

*  Now  have  I  yoa  declared  right 
The  mening  of  the  bark  and  rinde 
That  maketh  the  entencioans  blinde.  7170 
Bat  now  at  erst  I  wol  biginne 

To  ezpowne  you  the  pith  withinue  : — 

[  t  And  first,  hy  Peter,  as  I  wene. 

The  Pope  himself  we  wolden  mene,] 

And  [eek]  the  secalers  oomprehende,  7175 

That  Cristes  lawe  wol  defende, 

And  shalde  it  kepen  and  mayntenen 

Ayeines  hem  that  al  sostenen, 

And  ialsly  to  the  pnple  techen. 

fAnd  Johan  bitokeneth  hem  fthat  pre- 

chen,  7180 

That  ther  nis  lawe  covenable 
Bat  thilke  Gospel  Perdarable, 
That  fro  the  Holy  Gost  was  sent 
To  tome  folk  that  been  miswent. 
The  strengthe  of  Johan  they  ondirstonde 
The   grace    in    which,  they   seye,  they 

stonde,  7186 

That  doth  the  sinfol  folk  oonverte, 
And  hem  to  Jesos  Crist  reverte. 

*  Fal  many  another  horriblete 

Kay  men  in  that  boke  see,  7190 


That  ben  comaonded,  doatelcs, 

Ayens  the  lawe  of  Home  expres ; 

And  nlle  with  Antecrist  they  holden, 

As  men  may  in  the  book  biholden. 

And  than  comaonden  they  to  sleen    7195 

Alle  tho  that  with  Peter  been  ; 

Bat  they  shal  uevere  have  that  might, 

And,  god  tofom,  for  stiyf  to  fight, 

That  they  ne  shal  y-noagh  [men]  finde 

That  Peters  lawe  shal  have  in  minde,  7^x> 

And  ever  holde,  and  so  mayntene. 

That  at  the  last  it  shal  be  scne. 

That  they  shal  alle  come  thorto. 

For  ought  that  they  can  speke  or  do. 

And  thilke  lawe  shal  not  stonde,         7.205 

That  they  by  Johan  have  ondirstonde  ; 

But,  maugre  hem,  it  shal  adoan. 

And  been  brought  to  confhsioun. 

But  I  wol  stinte  of  this  matere, 

For  it  is  wonder  long  to  here  ;  7^10 

But  hadde  that  ilke  book  endured, 

Of  better  estate  I  were  ensured ; 

And  freendes  have  I  yit,  pardee. 

That  han  me  set  in  greet  degree. 

'  Of  ol  this  world  is  emperour  7^15 

Gyle  my  fader,  the  trechour. 
And  emp[e]re88e  my  moder  is, 
Kaugre  the  Holy  Gost,  y-wis. 
Our  mighty  linage  and  our  route 
Regneth  in  every  regne  aboute  ;  7-'-jo 

And  wel  is  fworth  we  maistres  be, 
For  al  this  world  goveme  we. 
And  can  the  folk  so  wel  diaceyve, 
That  noon  our  gyle  can  perceyve  ; 
And  though  they  doon,   they  dar    not 

saye ;  7225 

The  sothe  dar  no  wight  biwreye. 
But  he  in  Cristis  wrath  him  ledeth. 
That  more  than  Crist  my  bretheren  dre- 

deth. 
He  uis  no  ful  good  champioun. 
That  dredeth  such  similacioun  ;  7230 

Nor  that  for  peyne  wole  refusen 
Us  to  correcten  and  accusen. 
He  wol  not  entremete  by  right, 
Ne  have  god  in  his  eye-sight, 
And  therfore  god  shal  him  punyce  ;    7235 
But  me  ne  rekketh  of  no  vyce, 
Sithen  men  us  loven  cbmunably. 
And  holden  us  for  so  worthy. 
That  we  may  folk  repreve  echoon, 
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Aiid  wc  nil  liavo  rei^rt^f  fjf  nrnm,  7340 

Wbom  ahnkli^n  folk  worflhipon  lo 
But  iia,  that  stmten  sever  mo 
To  pntren  wh^pl  that  folk  lafl  »e<?, 
Thongli  it  not  so  biliindo  hum  be? 

'  Aud  TH'horo  is  more  wimxI  folyo,       7245 
ThfiTi  to  enhiiati<?fl  chivoJTyoi 
And  lovo  nr>bte  una^  and  gity, 
Thnt  jijly  rlnthcs  werou  alwfty? 
If  tlicy  Ij©  sich  f(^lk  as  ihry  semen » 
So  cleni.^  OB  meu  hi^r  cluthea  dfimetii   7^50 
And  tUnt  her  wortle*  fidrfwo  bor  d^de^ 
It  is  ^ret  pite,  out  of  drcdc*, 
For  thty  wol  bo  mxm  j'pjcritoa  I 
Of  htm,  me  thinketh  [it]  grot  spite  la ; 
I  can  not  htvii  hem  on  nn  Hyde*  7355 

Bnt  Bifggtii^  with  th^S€!  hudtx  ^^yile, 
With  sleig:he  and  jvalo  facias  lenc, 
And  greyo  clothpfl  not  fill  cten<*, 
But  fretted  fut  of  tativT-wnggeSj 
And  big;bo  eboes,  kn<.»pii^  with  daggos^ 
Tliat  frouncon  Ij'ke  a  quaiLe-p^'pei,        ptfn 
Or  botes  rivelinif  aa  a  gj-pe  j 
To  mich  fdk  aa  I  3'ott  dev-j^ao 
Shuldo  prini^t^  and  thi^e  loiiJes  wyee 
Tiike  iJio  hu  r  lond  e«  and  her  t  b  in jur^^e,  7165 
Bctthe  werre  and  pc^^  in  govi'minfcea  ; 
To  aneb.  fr*lk  shulde  a  prince  him  yivo. 


That  ye  perceyvend  It  nchJthing't 
Y«  Hbtilde{n]  hare  a  stark  Icsing^ 
Bight  in  yonr  bond  thus,  to  b%innef 
I  nolde  it  lette  for  no  ftinne/ 

Tlie  god  longh  at  the  -wonder  tho,    71^ 
And  evarj  wight  gun  langbe  also, 
And  seirle  : — '  Lo  hero  a  mttn  aright 
For  tfl  be  tnt^y  to  every  wi^ht !  * 

'  Fals  Seniblmit/  quod  Lotie,  *  sey  to  moi 
Sith  I  thtis  ha^'O  avatwie«d  thee,  jyM 

Tlmt  in  mj*  e^urt  is  thy  dwellings 
Anci  of  rjbandes  sholt  be  my  kin^t 
Wolt  thou  wd.  boldeu  my  forwanle*  f  * 

F,   SeuK     '  Ye,  air^  from   henn^   forfr 
wftrdj^  ; 
Hadde  n^ver  your  faili?!"  here-bifom    jio§ 
Sorvannt  so  trowo,  Bith  ho  vna  bom ' 

Aifttiur,     *  That  is  ayeinea  al  natuivi* 

F.  Sein,    ^Str^  pnt  yrm  in  tUirt  a^^cn- 
tnj^& ; 
For  though  ye  bott>W6«  toko  of  me, 
The  flikete^r  sh&l  yo  nevisr  be  fjio 

For  oAt5g^,  n&  sikltnesse, 
Or  ehortriV]  for  to  Ijere  >vitnessij. 
I  take  yonr-^ielf  io  record  hereT 
That  men  ne  may,  in  no  manerer 
Teren  the  wolf  ont  of  biB  hyde,  yjij 

Til  he  bo  fflayn,  bak  and  Byde, 
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Than  armed  they  hem  commnnly       7340 

Of  lieh  arm<mr  m  to  hem  feL 

Whaa  they  were  armed,  fers  and  fel, 

Thcj  wente  hem  forth,  alle  in  a  route, 

And  ntte  the  caetel  al  abonte ; 

Thej  wil  nought  away,  for  no  drede,  7345 

Til  it  so  be  that  they  ben  dede, 

Or  til  they  have  the  castel  take. 

And  foore  batela  they  gan  make, 

And  parted  hem  in  foore  anoon. 

And  toke  her  way,  and  forth  they  goon, 

The  fofire  gates  for  to  aesaile,  7351 

Of  whiche  the  kepera  wol  not  faile ; 

F«>r  they  ben  neither  syke  ne  dede» 

Bat  hardy  folk,  and  stronge  in  dede. 

Now  wole  I  seyn  the  coontenaonce  7355 
Of  Fi&la-Semblant,  and  Abstinannce, 
That  ben  to  Wikkid-Tonge  went. 
Bnt  fint  they  helde  her  parlement, 
Whether  it  to  done  were 
To  maken  hem  be  knowen  there,        7360 
Or  ellc«  walken  forth  diagyBed. 
But  at  the  laste  they  devysed, 
That  they  wuld  goon  in  tapinago, 
As  it  were  in  a  pilgrimage, 
Lyk  gviod  and  holy  folk  imfeyned.       7365 
And  Dame  Abstinence-Streyned 
T'M>k  on  a  robe  of  camelyne, 
And  gan  hir  f  graithe  as  a  Begyne. 
A  large  coTerchief  of  thredo 
She  wrapped  al  abonte  hir  hede,         7370 
Bnt  she  furgat  not  hir  saatere  ; 
A  peire  of  bedes  eek  she  here 
Upiin  a  lace,  al  of  whyt  thredc. 
On  which  that  she  hir  bedes  bcde ; 
But  she  ne  bough te  hem  never  a  del,  7375 
For  they  were  geven  her,  I  wot  wel, 
Gtxl  wot,  of  a  ful  holy  frere. 
That  seide  he  was  hir  fader  dere. 
To  whom  she  hadde  oiler  went 
Than  any  frere  of  his  covent.  7380 

And  he  visyted  hir  also. 
And  many  a  sermoun  seide  hir  to  ; 
He  nolde  lette,  for  man  on  lyve, 
Iliat  he  ne  woMe  hir  ofte  shiyve. 
And  with  so  gret  devocion  7385 

They  made(n]  her  confession,  I 

That  they  had  ofte,  for  the  nones,  ' 

Twt>  hedes  in  one  hood  at  ones. 

Of  fair  shape  I  ftlevyse  her  thoe. 
Bat  pale  of  face  somtyme  was  she  :     7300  1 

1) 


That  false  traitouresse  untrewe 

Was  lyk  that  salowe  hors  of  hewe, 

Tliat  in  the  Apocalips  is  shewed, 

That  signifyeth  ftho  folk  beshrewed, 

That  been  al  ful  of  trecherye,  7395 

And  ]>ale,  thurgh  hyi>ocri^e  ; 

For  on  that  hors  no  colour  is, 

But  only  deed  and  pale,  y-wis. 

Of  sucho  a  colour  enlangoured 

Was  Abstinence,  y-wis,  coloured  ;       7400 

Of  her  estat  she  her  repented. 

As  her  visage  represented. 

She  had  a  burdoun  al  of  Thefte, 
That  Oyle  bad  yeve  her  of  his  yefte  ; 
And  a  serippe  of  Fainte  Distresse,       7405 
That  ful  was  of  elengenesso. 
And  forth  she  walked  sobrely : 
And  False-Semblant  saynt,  ie  vaua  dy^ 
+Had,  as  it  were  for  such  mistere, 
Don  on  the  cope  of  a  frere,  7410 

With  chero  simple,  and  ful  pitous ; 
His  looking  was  not  disdeinous, 
Ne  proud,  but  meke  and  ful  pesible. 
About  his  nekke  ho  bar  a  bible, 
And  squiorly  forth  gan  he  gon  ;  7415 

And,  for  to  reste  his  limmes  upon, 
He  had  of  Treson  a  potente  ; 
As  he  were  feble,  his  way  he  wente. 
But  in  his  sieve  ho  gan  to  thringe 
A  rasour  sliarp,  and  wel  b>'t"ifir©»         74^- 
That  was  forge<l  in  a  forge, 
Which  that  men  clopen  Oiupe-gorge. 

So  longe  forth  hir  way  they  nomen, 
Til  they  to  Wicked-Tongo  comen, 
That  at  his  gate  was  sitting,  74^5 

Ami  saw  folk  in  the  way  passing. 
Tlie  pUgrimes  saw  ho  faste  by, 
Tliat  beren  hem  ful  mekoly, 
And  thumblely  they  with  him  mette. 
Damo  Abstinence  first  him  grette,      743*  > 
And  sith  him  False-Semblant  salued, 
And  he  hem  ;  but  ho  not  f  remued, 
For  ho  no  dre<ldo  hem  not  a-deL 
For  when  he  saw  hir  faces  wel, 
Alway  in  herto  him  thoughto  so,  7435 

Ho  shuldo  knowo  hem  botho  two  ; 
¥or  wel  he  knew  Damo  Al»tinaunce, 
lUit  ho  ne  knew  not  Const reynaunce. 
He  knew  nat  that  she  was  constrajTMxl. 
Xt!  of  her  thoves  lyfe  feyne<l,  744" 

But  wende  she  com  of  wil  al  free  ; 
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Btit  alio  com  in  onotlier  dv^roe  ; 
AiiiJ  if  of  good  vtil  ili(p  b^au, 
Thnt  wil  woA  ikilod  her  [iia]  Umn. 

And  Fft]»*Sembliuit  hsd  ha  ^yn  ftls, 
But  he  knew  uat  that  he  ivaa  fn1&       7446 
Vet  ful§  Vp'os  he;,  htit  bb  falsnessa 
Ne  cofidi>  lie  nctt  enp^'e,  norgK^sse  ; 
F'JF  S«mbtniit  was  bo  slye  wrought. 
That  fikbnoaM}  ho  ue  OApyed  nought,    74^^! 
Bub  hiidd«et  thim  kntiwen  him  befom, 
TliOQ  widilost  tm  IV  bc-ko  havo  Bwi>m, 
Whan  thou  him  aaogh  in  tJiilke  ftniy 
That  he,  thflit  whykim  wmi  sm  gay. 
And  of  the  *iamic;e  .h>ly  Robin,  7455 

Wbs  tho  booomo  n  Jacobin, 
But  «»thcly,  wbiLfc  no  men  him  cidlo, 
FrereTfl]  FretihutirB  b**on  gtKxl  men  alle  ; 
Hir  orU^r  wickedly  they  beren^ 
Enobe  minstrelk«  if  [that  J  thvy  w&r^o. 
So  beeji  Augustina  and  Cordil^rcif      7461 
And  CjLmiiBS,  and  cek  ^kked  Frcrea, 
And  idle  Iri+r^  ahodile  and  bare, 
(ThoTtgh   aomo    of  hem  ben  gret^  and 

flqnare} 
Fnl  holj^'  men,  na  I  bem  denie  ;  7465 

Bvericb  of  hem  "Wtdde  gv^xl  man  peibe^ 
But  alialt  thoa  nevor  of  uppareuce 
Seen  cooflnde  gtiod  ronseqiience 


To  yuvtt  cnMlmplfe^  iknd  |>reclio  «]**,     741?! 

To  fis^hen  §infdt  men  w«  gt>, 

Fur  other  i\Bshmfs  no  f!Mbti  wc^ 

And,  alri  for  that  «hant«e, 

Am  we  >jo  wont,  bcrberwe  wo  crftve,     74^5 

Your  lyf  to  amendfl  5  Cria*  it  tmve  I 

And^  so  it  fihulde  yoti  nnt  Ui£p]{?se, 

Wt;  woldcHj  if  it  were  yrjur  ea*^ 

A  shurt  e^rmoun  \mto  yttxi  sn^n*" 

And  Wikkeil-Tung^iinawerde  oi^yUf 

'  The  hous,^  qu^Mi  be,  *  BucJi  iia  j-c*  see,    ;>jj 

8h#i]  nat  be  wamed  y^m  for  me, 

Sey  vliat  you  list^  and  I  w«l  how/ 

'  nnitiiit  mercy t  »wcUs  5ii>j  dero  ! ' 

QiJiml  aldcHiiist  Dame  Ab«tinenc<\        345 

And  thus  began  she  bir  scutejice  ; 

Const.  Abaiininet.  '  BiTi  the  flist  vertqih 
certeyn^ 
Tb«  gretest,  and  mofft  ■overc>'tt 
That  may  be  fotuide  in  tuny  maiL^ 
For  having^  or  for  wit  he  can,  7510 

That  ia,  hia  t^nge  to  rcfro5-tie  ; 
Tiierto  unght  every  wight  hLtn  nejiie 
Ft>r  It  ia  better  et  LUo  be 
Than  for  to  ppeken  barm,  pardee  * 
And  h«  that  horkoneth  it  gladly,         7.^15 
Ho  ia  no  gtHJtl  man,  mkeriy 
And,  sir,  ab^^'^ti  al  other  ainnt'. 
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And  on  the  folk  areyseth  blame, 

And  doth  hem  dishonour  and  shame, 

For  thin^  that  may  have  no  proving, 

But  lyklinesse,  and  contriving. 

F6r  I  dar  seyn,  that  Beson  demeth,    7545 

It  is  not  al  sooth  thing  that  semeth 

And  it  is  sinne  to  oontrove 

Thing  that  is  [for]  to  reprove  ; 

This  vrot  ye  wel ;  and,  sir,  therefore 

Te  am  to  blame  [wel]  the  more.  7550 

And,  nathelesso,  he  rekketh  lyte  ; 

He  yeveth  nat  now  thereof  a  m3rt«  ; 

For  if  he  thooghte  harm,  parfay, 

He  wolde  come  and  gon  al  day  ; 

He  conde  him-eelfe  nat  abstene.  7555 

Kow  Cometh  he  nat,  and  that  is  sene. 

For  he  ne  taketh  of  it  no  cure, 

Bnt-if  it  be  through  aventure. 

And  laose  than  other  folk,  algate. 

And  thou  here  watchest  at  the  gate,  7560 

With  spere  in  thyne  arest  alway ; 

There  muse,  musard,  al  the  day. 

Thou  wakeet  night  and  day  for  thought ; 

T-wis,  thy  traveyl  is  for  nought. 

And  Jelousye,  withouten  faile,  7565 

Shal  never  qujrte  thee  thy  travaile. 

And  scathe  is,  that  Fair-Welcoming, 

Withont(en]  any  trespassing, 

Shal  wrongfully  in  prison  be, 

Ther  wepeth  and  languissheth  he.       7570 

And  though  thou  never  yet,  y-wia, 

Agiltest  man  no  more  but  this, 

(Take  not  a-greef )  it  were  worthy 

To  putte  thee  out  of  this  baily, 

And  afterward  in  prison  lye,  7575 

And  fettre  thee  til  that  thou  dye ; 

For  thou  shalt  for  this  sinne  dwelle 

Right  in  the  devils  ers  of  helle, 

Bat-if  that  thou  repente  thee.'  7579 

*  Ka  <ay,  thou  lyest  falsly ! '  quod  he. 
'  What  ?  welcome  with  misohaunoe  now ! 
Have  I  therfore  herbered  you 
To  seye  me  shame,  and  eek  reprove  ? 
With  sory  happe,  to  your  bihove, 
Am  I  to-day  your  herbeiigere !  7585 

Oo,  herber  yon  elleswhere  than  here. 
That  han  a  Iyer  called  me ! 
Two  tregetours  art  thou  and  he, 
That  in  myn  hous  do  me  this  shame, 
And  for  my  soth-sawe  ye  me  blame.  7590 
•Ib  thin  thA  sermoun  that  ye  make  ? 


To  alle  the  develles  I  me  take, 

Or  elles,  god,  thou  me  confounde  . 

But  er  men  diden  this  castel  founde. 

It  passeth  not  ten  dayes  or  twelve,     7595 

But  it  was  told  right  to  my-selve, 

And  as  they  seide,  right  so  tolde  I, 

He  kiste  the  Rose  privily  ! 

Thus  seide  I  now,  and  have  seid  yore ; 

I  not  wher  he  dide  any  more.  7600 

Why  shulde  men  sey  me  such  a  thing, 

If  it  hadde  been  gabbing? 

Bight  so  seide  I,  and  wol  sejre  jrit ; 

I  trowe,  I  lyed  not  of  it ; 

And  with  my  hemes  I  wol  blowo         7605 

To  alle  neighboris  a-rowe. 

How  he  hath  botbe  oomen  and  gon.' 

Tho  spak  Fals-Semblant  right  anon, 
*■  Al  is  not  gospel,  out  of  doute, 
That  men  seyn  in  the  tonne  aboute  ;  761a 
Ley  no  deef  ere  to  my  spoking ; 
I  swere  yow,  sir,  it  is  gabbing ! 
I  trowe  yo  wot  wel  certejmly, 
That  no  man  loveth  him  tenderly 
That  seith  him  harm,  if  he  wot  it,      7615 
Al  be  he  never  so  pore  of  wit. 
And  sooth  is  also  sikerly, 
(This  knowe  ye,  sir,  as  wel  as  I), 
That  lovers  gladly  wol  visjrten 
The  places  ther  hir  loves  habyten.      7600 
This  man  you  loveth  and  eek  honoureth ; 
This  man  to  serve  you  laboureth ; 
And  clepeth  yon  his  freend  so  dere, 
And  this  man  maketh  you  good  ohero, 
And  every-wher  that  [he]  you  meteth, 
He  you  saleweth,  and  he  you  greteth.  7626 
He  preseth  not  so  ofte,  that  ye 
Ought  of  his  come  encombred  be  ; 
Ther  presen  other  folk  on  yow 
Ful  ofter  than  [that]  he  doth  now.      7630 
And  if  his  herte  him  streyned  so 
Unto  the  Hose  for  to  go, 
Ye  shulde  him  seen  so  ofte  nede, 
That  ye  shulde  take  him  with  the  dede. 
He  coude  his  coming  not  forbere,        7635 
Though  ye  him  thrilled  with  a  spere ; 
It  nere  not  thanne  as  it  is  now. 
But  trusteth  wel,  I  swere  it  yow, 
That  it  is  dene  out  of  his  thought. 
Sir,  oertes,  he  ne  thenketh  it  nought ; 
No  more  ne  doth  Fair- Welcoming,     7641 
That  sore  abyeth  al  this  thing. 
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[Frao] 


And  if  th^  were  of  oon  assent, 

Fol  sone  were  the  Bose  hent ; 

The  nuingre  yonres  wolde  be.  7645 

And  sir,  of  o  thing  herkeneth  me  : — 

Sith  ye  this  man,  that  loveth  yow, 

Han  aeid  such  harm  and  shame  now, 

Witeth  wel,  if  he  gessed  it, 

Te  may  wel  demen  in  yonr  wit,  7650 

He  nolde  no-thing  love  yon  so, 

Ne  oallen  yon  his  freend  also, 

But  night  and  day  he  fwolde  wake, 

The  castel  to  destroye  and  take, 

If  it  were  sooth  as  ye  devyse  ;  7655 

Or  som  man  in  som  maner  wyae 

Might  it  wame  him  everydel. 

Or  by  him-self  perceyven  wel ; 

For  sith  he  might  not  oome  and  gon 

As  he  was  whylom  wont  to  don,         7660 

He  might  it  sone  wite  and  see  ; 

Bnt  now  al  other-wyse  fdoth  ha 

Than  have  fye,  sir,  al-onterly 

Deserved  helle,  and  jolyly 

The  deth  of  helle,  doateles,  7665 

That  thrallen  folk  so  gilteles.* 

Fals-Semblant  proveth  so  this  thing 
That  he  can  noon  answering. 
And  seeth  alwey  saoh  apparannoe. 
That  nygh  he  fel  in  repentannce,       7670 
And  seide  him  : — '  Sir,  it  may  wel  be. 


Semblant,  a  good  man  semen  ye ; 
And,  Abstinence,  fnl  wyse  ye  seme ; 
Of  o  talent  yon  bothe  I  deme.  7674 

What  connceQ  wole  ye  to  me  yevea  ?* 
F.  Sent,  '  Right  here  anoon  thou  ^halt 
be  shriven. 
And  sey  thy  sinne  withonte  more ; 
Of  this  shalt  thou  repente  sore ; 
For  I  am  preest,  and  have  poustee 
To  shryve  folk  of  most  dignitee  76S0 

That  been,  as  wyde  as  world  may  dure. 
Of  al  this  world  I  have  the  cure. 
And  that  had  never  yit  persotm, 
No  vicarie  of  no  maner  toon. 
And,  god  wot,  I  have  of  thee  76^ 

A  thousand  tymes  more  pitee 
Than  hath  thy  preest  parochial. 
Though  he  thy  freend  be  speciaL 
I  have  avauntage,  in  o  wyse, 
That  your  prelates  ben  not  so  wyse    7690 
Ne  half  so  lettred  as  am  L 
I  am  licenced  boldely 
In  divinitee  to  rede. 
And  to  confessen,  out  of  drede. 
If  ye  wol  you  now  oonfesse,  7695 

And  leve  your  sinnes  more  and  lene, 
Without  abood,  knele  doun  anon, 
And  you  shal  have  abeoluoion.'  7698 
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THE   MINOR   POEMS. 


I.     AN  A.  B.  C. 

Jndpit  carmtn  aecundum  ordinem  liUrartim  AJphahetl. 


^lOBTT  and  al  merciable  qaene, 

To  whom  thftt  al  this  world  fleeth  for  ; 

locoDr, 
To  have  relees  of  sinne,  sorwe  and  tene, 
Olorioas  virgine,  of  alle  floores  flonr, 
To  the«  I  flee,  confoimded  in  erronr !      5 
Help  and  releve,  thou  mijfhty  dobonaire, 
Hiive  mercy  on  my  perilons  langour  ! 
Venqniahed  m'  liath  my  cruel  adversaire. 

Botmtee  »»  fix  hath  in  thyn  herte  his 

tente, 
Tlmt  wel  I  "wot  thou  wolt  my  socour  be,  10 
Th'Hi  canst  not  wame  him  that,  with 

f^jod  entente,  I 

Axeth  th>'n  help.  Thyn  herte  is  ay  so  free, 
Th<^  art  largesse  of  pleyn  felicitee, 
HA\-en  of  refiit,  of  quiete  and  of  reste.        | 
L\  how  that  theves  seven  chasen  me  !  15 
Hf-lp.  lady  bright,  er  that  my  ship  to- 

breste !  | 

G'mfort  is  no^m,  but  in  yow,  lady  dere ;     | 
F<>r  lo,  my  sinne  and  my  confnsioun. 
Which  oughten  not  in  thy  presence  ap- 

pere. 
Han  take  on  me  a  grevous  accioun         30 
Of  verrey  right  and  desperacioun  ; 
And.  as  by  right,  they  mighten  wel  bus- 

tene 
That  I  were  worthy  my  dampnacioun, 
Xen  mercy  of  yon,  blitthil  hevene  queue. 


Doute  is  ther  noon,  thou  queen  of  miseri- 

corde,  25 

That  thou  n'art  cause  of  grace  and  mercy 

here  ; 
God  vouched  sauf  thurgh  thee  with  us 

t*acorde. 
For  certes,  Cristes  blisful  moder  dero. 
Were  now  the  bowe  bent  in  Bwich  manere, 
As  it  was  first,  of  justice  and  of  yre,      50 
The  rightful  Go<l  nolde  of  no  mercy  here; 
But  thurgh  thee  han  we  grace,  as  we 

desyre. 

Bver  hath  myn  hope  of  rcfut  been  in  thee, 
For  heer-bifom  ful  ofte,  in  many  a  wyse, 
Hast  thou  to  misericorde  roceyved  me.  35 
But  mercy,  linly,  ut  the  grete  assyse, 
\Vhan  we  shul  come  bifore  the  bye  jus- 

tyso  ! 
So  litel  fruit  shal  thanne  in  me  bo  fouude, 
That,   but  thou  er  that  day  me  -)'wel 

!  chastjTse, 

Of  vorrey  right  my  werk  me  wol  con- 

'  founde.  40 

Fleeing,  I  flee  for  socour  to  thy  tente 
I  Me  for  to  hyde  from  tempest  ful  of  drede, 

Biseching  you  that  ye  you  not  absente, 
;  Thoughlbewikkc.  O  help  yit  at  this  nede! 
j  Al  have  I  been  a  beste  in  wille  and  de<lo, 
I  Yit,  lady,  thou  mo  clothe  with  thy  grace. 

Thya.  enemy  and  myn  (lady,  tak  hede)  47 

Un-to  my  deeth  in  i>ojTit  is  me  to  chace. 
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ZU  (nimor  (poems. 


Glorious  maydft  ninl  mo<lpr,  which  that 

never 
Were  bitter,  neither  m  orthe  nor  in  see,  5«> 
But  fill  of  swetnef»o  an«l  of  mercy  ever, 
Help  that  my  fader  be  not  wroth  with  mo ! 
Si^ek  thon,  for  I  no  dar  not  him  y-see. 
So  have  T  doon  in  orthe,  alias  ther-whj'lo  ! 
That  certos,  hnt-if  thou  my  soconr  l>e,  55 
To  Btink  et<ime  he  wol  my  gost  exylo. 

Ho  yoiicheil  sanf,  tel  him,  as  was  his  willo, 
Bicomc  a  man,  to  have  our  alliannco, 
And  with  his  precious  l'loo<l  ho  wroot  the 

bille 
TJi>*oii  the  cntis,  as  gene  in  i  fvc^piitaum;!*. 
To  every  i>BUJtctLt  in  f\il  rrdftUnto  *         6v 
And  therfor,  lady  brMfht,   thou  for  wa 

prayp. 
Than  shalt  thon  lM>tlio  it  in  to  hI  hia  gftiv- 

anncc, 
And  niako  our  foo  to  fallen  of  his  pray^> 

I  wot  it  woU  thon  woU  Iwn  our  socour,  rt5 
Tfaou  art  eo  fql  fif  Ixtmutflei,  in  eerteyti. 
I'or,  whan  a  aoulo  f'alleth  in  errotir, 
Thy  pit«i  goth  and  hftlotJi  him  ayeyn. 
Than   makest   thou    hia  peea  with    hig 

Slnvpi^ytlt 
AilA.  bringost   him  oiTt   of  the   crooked 


As  I  seide  erst,  thon  gpronnd  of  onr  snb- 

stauncx". 
Continue  on  us  thy  pitous  eyen  dere ! 

Moises,  that  saugh  the  bush  with  flanmM 

redo 
Brenninge,  of  which  tber  never  a  stikka 

brende,  90 

Was  signo  of  thyn  nnwemmed  mwlen- 

hedc. 
Thou  art  the  bush  on  which  ther  gan 

descende 
The  Holy  Oost,  the  which  tliat  Moises 

wende 
Ilnd  lion  a-fyr  j  and  this  was  in  fiffuit*. 
Kow  latly,  from  tho  lyr  thou  as  defendea^ 
Which  tliAt  in  heUe  fft^rn^lllj^  shal  dtme. 

Hoble  princesse,  that  ne\-Br  ha^ldest  pore, 

Certes,  if  any  comfoTt  tn  us  be, 

That  eometh  of  thw,  tbou  Crifft^a  motler 

der<»t 
We  h^n.  nnn  other  molndyo  or  gleo      r*^ 
Vb  to  rfljojso  in  onr  adver«it«e, 
N"  advocat  noon  tliat  wwl  and  dar  so  ptvf% 
For  us,  and  that  for  Utol  hj-ru  ad  ye^ 
That  helpeu  for  (m  Are-Marip  or  tis-^yit 


O  verrpy  llg-ht  of  fly^^n  that  ben  blindf^,  105 


TL    Z^  tomptt^nit  unto  (piit. 
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And  that  my  sonle  U  worthy  for  to  sinke, 
AIIm.  I,  caitif,  whider  may  I  flae? 
Who  shal  nn-to  thy  lone  my  mene  be?  125 
Wh«s  hat  thy-aelf,  that  art  of  pit^e  wello? 
Thiia  hast  more  reathe  on  onr  a«.U*er8itco 
Than  in  this  w<>rldmi^hte  any  tnngo  telle. 

Redrwo  mo,  moiler,  and  me  cha8t>'8e, 
For,  certeynly,  niy  tadres  chastisingo  130 
That  dar  I  mmjcht  al^den  in  no  vyse  : 
8i»  hidoos  is  his  ri^htfnl  rekeningo. 
Under,  of  whom  onr  mercy  gan  to  springe, 
BhIi  yi>  my  jnge  and  eek  my  sonles  leche ; 
For  pyer  in  yon  is  pitee  habonndingo   135 
Tn  teh  that  wol  of  pitee  yon  bisecho. 

Bnth  is.  that  Go«l  ne  grannteth  no  pitee     ' 
With-ofiite  thee :  for  God,  of  his  goodnesse, 
Fnrjiveth  noon,  Imt  it  lyke  nn-to  thee. 
R«  hsth  thee  maked  vicaire  and  mais- 
tresse  140 

Ot  al  the  world,  and  eek  govemeresso 
Of  h(>vvne,  and  he  represseth  liis  jast^-sn 
it\n  thy  wille,  and  therefore  in  witnesse 
He  htkth  thee  crouned  in  so  ryal  wyso. 

IVm|(l^  dovtmt.  ther  giKl  hath  his  won- 
in^,  145 

Fm  which  these  misbilevwl  prj'>'eil  lx>en, 
T*.  ,r*>u  my  sonle  penitent  I  bringo. 
B*crri-p  me  !  I  can  no  ferthcr  flevn  ! 
With  tbomes  \'enimons,  O  liovono  qneon, 
F«*r  whtrh  the  erthe  acnrsod  was  ful  yore, 
I  sm  fi  >  wrinn4le<l.  as  ye  may  wol  seon ,  151 
That  I  am  hmt  almost : — it  smcrt  so  sore. 

Vinnn**,  that  art  s«>  noblo  of  apparailo, 
AnI  I*-lf»*t  n«  in -to  tlio  hye  tour  154 

KrpiicU 


Of  Paradys,  thou  me  wisse  and  ootmsaile. 
How  I  may  have  thy  grace  and  thysoconr; 
Al  have  I  been  in  filthe  and  in  erronr. 
Lady,  nn-to  that  conrt  thon  me  ajonme 
That  cloi>e<l  is  thy  bench,  O  fressho  flonr  ! 
Ther-as  that  mercy  ever  shal  sojonme.  i6n 

Xristns,   thy  sono,   that   in  this  world 

alighte, 
Up-on  the  cros  to  snfTre  his  passionn, 
And  feek,  that  Longins  his  herto  pighto, 
And  made  his  herte  bloo<l  to  renneadonn ; 
And  al  was  this  for  my  salvacionn  ;      165 
And  I  to  him  am  fals  and  eek  nnkinde, 
And  yit  ho  wol  not  my  dampnacionn — 
This  thanke  I  yon,  soconr  of  al  mankinde. 

Tsaac  was  fignro  of  his  doeth,  certej'n, 
Tliat  so  fer-forth  his  fader  wolde  obeye  170 
Tliat  him  no  ronghte  no-thing  to  be  slayn ; 
Right  so  thy  sone  list,  as  a  lamb,  to  doyo. 
Now  lady,  fnl  of  mercy,  I  yon  preye, 
Sith  he  his  mercy  mesnre<l  so  largo, 
Bo  yc  not  skant ;  for  alio  wo  singo  and 
seyo  175 

That  j'e  bon  from  vongoaunco  ayonr  targo. 

Zaclmrie  yon  clopcth  the  ojMjn  wellc 
To  wasshe  sinful  sonle  out  of  his  gilt. 
Tlierforo  this  lossoun  onghto  I  wel  to  telle 
That,  nero  thy  tender  herto,  wo  weren 

8i>ilt.  i8<> 

Now  ladj'  brighte,  sith  thon  canst  and  wilt 
Ben  to  the  sootl  of  Adam  morciablo, 
So  bring  ns  to  that  palais  that  is  bilt 
To  i)enitontfl  that    ben   to  mercy  able. 

Amen.  184 


II.     THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITE. 


Pi  IK.  that  I  hnve  songht  so  yore  ago. 
With  herte  noro.  and  fnl  of  besy  peyne. 
That  in  this  world  was  never  wight  so  wo 
With-onte  dot  he  ;  and,  if  I  shal  not  feyne, 
Mjr  porpoa  was,  to  Pite  to  comployne      5 
rpon  the  cmeltce  and  tirannye 
Of  I,nT*.  that  for  my  tronthe  <loth  mo  <Iyo. 


And  when  that  I,  by  lengtho  of  certe.v'n 

yoros. 
Had  ever  in  oon  a  tymo  sought  to  speke. 
To  Pito  ran  I,  al  bespreynt  vrith  teres,  10 
To  proyon  hir  on  Cm<'ltee  m*  awreko. 
But,  er   I  might  with  any  worde  out- 
broke, 
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CJe  QUmot  ^oeme. 


Or  tell«n  any  of  my  poynea  lEmertef 

I  fond  hir  deecl,  and  Ipnried  in  ftn  herlc. 

Ailattn  1  M,  whew  tliftt  I  i^T^gh  tlio  lierdo, 
I>ec^l  PA  a  stocttii  wliyl  that  tho  Hwogh  mo 

Iflsto;  16 

But  up  I  pws^  witli  colour  ful  liiverfie^ 
Ajid  pit-amly  oti  liir  myn  yf^n  c^iste, 
And  nut  tho  corps  I  gan  to  prea^ju  fii^te^ 
And  for  tho  nonla  I   9hoo{>  mo  for  to 

preyo ;  ao 

I  fiiiw  hnt  h  ►m ;  tlier  +n»  no  mora  to 

Th^a  i^in  I  slsyn,  sitli  th&t  FiUi  is  d««c| ; 

AUfia  !  tliftt  -livy !    that  evOT  Mt  ahnlde 

fnUo ! 
WUftt  niaupr  mail  cUr  now  bolde  np  liU 

heed  ? 
To  whom  ahal  luiy  Horwfiil  herto  calle  ?  75 
Xow  Crueltfio  hath  caat  to  sleon  Ufl  ftUo, 
In  ydol  hope,  folk  Ti34<jloea  of  p^yne— 
Sith  flhe  id  deod — to  whom  shnl  w©  csom* 

pluyne  ? 

But  3'ot  (^ucrGsoth  mo  th  is  wonder  newo, 
That  no  wj^ht  wo^Dt  thtit  sho  is  d@ed^  but  t  ; 
So  moriiy  men  iw  in  hlr  tyme  hir  kt^ewe^ 
And  yet  sho  dyod  not  so  sodo3^1y  ;  3* 
For  I  have  B^iught  hir  ever  fnl  lA^sily 


Confedred  alle  hy  br>nd«  (if  Cm^tM, 
And  Hieen  assented  th^  I  ahal  \te  fil«>yu. 
And  r  bftve  put  my  c<jrmpl«ynt  np  ^^ya  t 
For  to  njy  J'ooa  my  bille  I  dar  not  shew^  , 
Th(?fTi,y:t  of  which  fieith  thta*,  in  w(n4«-] 
fuvvw  :— 

*l  '  Hi3znhlo«t  of  herte,  hyeat  of  revenenw  , 
Bfitiig^ne  flour,  corcmnc  of  vortue*  aUe^ 
Sh«rweth  unto  your  rial  e3tcolleno« 
Your  aervauut,  if  I  dnr^a  mo  bo  tmne^  ut 
His  mortal  hArtu,  lb  -rrhicli  he  U  y-fnU*. 
And  uo^hfc  al  c*«Jy  for  his  evvl  fare. 
Bat  f^ir  yoTir  reuoun.  as  b«  sbiil  .lo^laftL 

'  Hit    stondeth    thus  :    3  cmr     cniitr»u% 

CrueltM, 
Allye^l  is  ag«ynat  your  rogvlye  r^ 

Vuder  colour  of -womiinly  B^nt«e* 
For    men    [ne]    sbnld     not    kiif>w»    liir^ 

tijaunye, 
Witli  Bf>unte«,  GentilesH,  and  Ciirteaiy% 
And  Juitli  dopryv^d  jt'U  now  of  j'onr  plnf« 
That    hig'ht    *^  BeauttM*,    apertftmtit    t^j 

Grace*"  7** 

'  For  kindly^  by  your  herita^^  i%ht, 
Ya  h«on  annexed  ever  xxnio  Boant45«  ; 
And  verrnyly  ye  oughto  do  your  m.ig'bt 


m.    Zit  Qgfooa  of  t^i  Ouc^eeee. 
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*  Hsve  mercy  on  me,  thoa  Herenns  qaene, 
Tliat  joQ  hare  aoiight  so  tenderly  and 


Let  ■otnstreeim  of  your  light  on  me  be  sene 
Tkat  lofve  and  drede  yon,  ay  lenger  the 

more.  95 

fbr,  eothly  for  to  soyne,  I  here  the  sore, 
And,  thoogh  I  be  not  canning  for  to 

pl^yne, 
florgoddes  lore,  have  mercy  on  my  peyne ! 

7  *■  Xy  peyne  ii  this,  that  what  80  I  desire 
Tliat  have  I  not,  ne  no-thing  lyk  therto  ; 
And  ever  set  Desire  myn  herte  on  fire ; 
BA  on  that  other  ^yde,  wher-so  I  go,  102 
What  maner  thing  that  may  encrese  wo 
That  have  I  redy,  nnsoght,  everjrwhere ; 
Me  fne]  lakketh  bat  my  deth,  and  than 
my  here.  105 


'What  nedeth  to  shewe  parcel  of  my 

peyne? 
Sith  every  wo  that  herte  may  bethinke 
I  saffre,  and  yet  I  dar  not  to  you  pleyne ; 
For  wel  I  woot,  al-thongh  I  wake  or 

winke, 
Te  rekke  not  whether  I  flete  or  sinke.  iii> 
But  natheles,  my  troathe  I  shal  sostene 
Unto  my  deeth,  and  that  shal  wel  be 

sene. 

*  This  is  to  sejoie,  I  wol  be  yoores  ever  ; 
Though  ye  me  slee  by  Crueltee,  your  fo, 
Algate  my  spirit  slial  never  dissever     115 
Pro  your  servs^se,  for  any  peyne  or  wo. 
Sith  ye  be  deed^^las  !  that  hit  is  so  ! — 
Thus  for  your  deth  I  may  wel  wepe  and 
pleyne  118 

With  herte  sore  and  fal  of  besy  peyne.' 


Here  emteih  the  exdamadon  ct/the  Deth  afPyte. 


III.     THE  BOOK  OF   THE   DUCHESSE. 


The  Proem, 

I  BATS  gret  wonder,  by  this  lighte. 
How  that  I  live,  for  day  ne  nighte 
I  may  nat  slepe  wel  nigh  noght  ; 
I  have  so  many  an  ydel  thoght 
Porely  for  deflKite  of  slepe, 
That,  by  xny  troathe,  I  take  fkepe 
Of  n<»-thing,  how  hit  cometh  or  goth, 
He  me  nis  no-thing  leef  nor  loth. 
Al  is  y-liche  good  to  me — 
Joye  or  sorowe,  wherso  hit  be — 
Vcr  I  ha^-e  feling  in  no-thing, 
But,  as  it  were,  a  mased  thing, 
Alvay  in  point  to  fiedle  a-doim ; 
For  -t-sory  imaginacioan 
If  slwsy  hooUy  in  my  minde. 

And  wel  ye  woot,  agaynes  kinde 
Hit  were  to  liven  in  this  wyse ; 
Fnr  natore  wolde  nat  axiffywe 
T'»  noon  erthely  creature 
X«  kmge  tyme  to  endure 


15 


Withoute  slepe,  and  be[en]  in  sorwe  ; 
And  I  ne  may,  no  night  ne  morwe, 
Slepe;  and  fthus  mclancolye, 
And  dreed  I  have  for  to  dye, 
Defaute  of  slepe,  and  hcvinesso 
Hath  sleyn  my  spirit  of  quiknesse, 
That  I  have  lost  al  Instihede. 
Suche  fantosyos  ben  in  m>'n  hede 
So  I  not  what  is  best  to  do. 

But  men  mighte  axe  me,  why  so 
I  may  not  slepe,  and  what  me  is  ? 
But  natheles,  who  asko  this 
Lesetb  his  asking  trowely. 
My-selven  can  not  telle  why 
Tlie  sooth  ;  but  trewely,  as  I  gesse, 
I  holdd  hit  be  a  siknesse 
That  I  have  snfTred  this  eight  yere, 
And  yet  my  bote  is  never  the  ncre  ; 
For  ther  is  phisicien  but  oon, 
That  may  me  helo ;  but  that  is  doon. 
Passe  we  over  until  eft ; 
That  wil  not  be,  moot  nede  be  left ; 
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Ont"  finBt  mntflre  is  gond  Uy  kflpo» 

So  whan  I  snw  I  mij^ht  n*jt  silepcs 
Til  now  lAto^  tliis  othfjr  nigUt,  45 

Vpnn  my  Iwdde  I  ^t  npTigUt, 
And  hud  oon.  rprlio  me  a  lvh>k, 
A  ronianncOf  Uii  J  he  hit  mc!  t^>^lk 
Tc^  redo  and  ilryvti  tlio  ulf^bt  iiwity  ; 
For  mo  thoglito  it  Iwttor  pi  ivy  50 

Then  plaj^n]  olther  at  ohc-sAn  or  tnblftH. 

Anil  in  this  bolce  were  writ<^n  Rubles 
That  Dlfirkoa  ljaddi>,  in  (ddo  tyme^ 
Ami  nther  poata,  put  in  rjmo 
To  rede,  and  for  tf>  be  in  minde  55 

Why  I  men  lovpd  the  Ikvq  of  kindi?. 
Tliis  Ixtolt  HP  spftk  hut  of  ffucb  tliing«i8f 
Of  qtienes  lyves,  and  of  kin^os, 
And  many  others  thing<eA5male. 
Arrjong**  a\  thifl  I  fomi  a  tjilo  60 

Tlmt  ino  tbon^hto  n  wonder  thing. 

This  miA  tiifj  tale  :  Tber  waft  a  king 
Tbnt  hightc*  J^^yg,  and  hnddo  n  wyf, 
The  best«  that  mighto  boro  lyf; 
And  this  <]neno  bight*  Akyono.  65 

Bo  hit  Iwiel,  thciufter  aoue^ 
Tbi^  king  wfiblo  wend  on  ovtr  see* 
Tn  toll  nil  pfhortly^  whnn  that  he 
Wiw  In  the  BcOt  thus  in  thin  wyae, 
S^iM'he  it  temiJest  f^n  to  ryflo  70 


Bat  t  mows  fif  my  loinle  h&m  V 

Such  iorw«  this  h*dy  to  her  took  ^ 

That  trewely  I,  which  mtuia  thia  book, 

Had  9wloh  pite  and  swjch  rowths 

To  rode  hiF  aorwa.  thftt,  by  my  trowtJiev 

I  fiertle  the  worse  fd  tho  morupft 

Aft*r,  to  tbenken  on  her  Borwe,  tm 

So  whan  f  iho  oonde  hero  no  word 
That  no  man  mighte  finde  hir  lord, 
Pnl  oft  bJic  awoTined,  and  seide  *  alaJ ! ' 
For  porwe  fnl  nigh  wootl  stic  was, 
No  she  oon  do  no  reG<l  bnt  oon  ; 
Bnt  doun  on  knees  she  sal  anofm, 
And  fwwp^  that  pito  was  to  here. 

'  A  !  tnercy  !  ffwet«  lady  dero  J  * 
Qood  «bo  to  Jnno,  hir  goddosie  j 
*  Help  m(5  mit  of  this  di^rease. 
And  yovo  me  gmoe  my  lord  to  see 
Sone,  or  wito  wliiirrSo  ho  he^ 
Or  how  bo  faretlu  or  in  what  wysA* 
And  I  shal  tnak*^  yim  sacrUyse, 
And  boolly  yoitrea  borutuo  I  flhal 
With  good  wil^  Ixxly,  ho  Ho,  &nd  al : 
And  bnt  thou  wilt  this,  hidy  fwote. 
Send  mo  grace  to  slepe,  and  mete 
In  my  slepo  #oni  cert4?yn  sweveilt 
Whor-throngh  that  I  may  k  no  wen  erfn 
Wliotber  my  lonl  be  qnik  or  detnL^        m 

Itli  that  wortl  aho  hen 
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And  do  it  goofn  to  Alcyone  145 

The  qoene,  ther  she  lyth  alone, 
And  ahewB  hir  shortly,  hit  is  no  nay, 
How  hit  was  dreynt  this  other  day ; 
And  do  the  hody  speke  •fso 
Rig^  as  hit  was  wont  to  do,  150 

The  whylee  that  hit  was  on  lyve. 
Go  now  £Aste,  and  hy  thee  blyre  ! ' 

This  messager  took  leve  and  wente 
Upon  his  wey,  and  never  ne  stente 
lil  he  com  to  the  derke  valeye  155 

lliat  stant  li^ytwene  roches  twejre, 
Ther  never  yet  grew  00m  ne  gras, 
Ke  tree,  ne  fnothing  that  ought  was, 
Beste,  ne  man,  ne  fnothing  ellee. 
Save  ther  were  a  fewe  welles  160 

Game  renning  £ro  the  oliffes  adoon, 
lliat  made  a  deedly  sleping  sonn. 
And  ronnen  doon  right  hy  a  cave 
That  was  under  a  rokke  y-grave 
Amid  the  voley,  wonder  depe.  165 

Tlier  thise  goddes  laye  and  slepe, 
Morpheus,  and  Eelympasteyre, 
That  was  the  god  of  slepes  h9yre. 
That  slepe  and  did  non  other  werk. 

This  cave  was  also  as  derk  170 

As  helle  pit  over-cd  abonte ; 
Th^  had  good  lejrser  for  to  route 
To  envye,  who  might  slepe  beste  ; 
Some  henge  hir  chin  upon  hir  breste 
And  ffilepe  upright,  hir  heed  y-hed,     175 
And  some  lay[e]  naked  in  hir  bed. 
And  slepe  whyles  the  dayes  laste. 

This  mesMiger  com  flying  faste. 
And  cryed,  *  O  ho  !  awak  anon  ! '  179 

Hit  was  for  noght ;  ther  herde  him  non. 
'Awak ! '  quod  he,  *  who  is,  lyth  there  ?* 
And  blew  his  horn  right  in  hir  ere. 
And  cryed  *  awaketh  !  *  wonder  hyO. 
This  god  of  slepe,  with  his  oon  yd 
OMt  up,  faxed,  *  who  depeth  there  ? '  185 
*  Hit  am  I,*  quod  this  messagere ; 
*■  Juno  bad  thou  sholdest  goon  ' — 
And  tokde  him  what  he  shulde  doon 
As  I  have  told  yow  here-tofore ; 
Hit  is  no  need  reherse  hit  more  ;  190 

And  wente  his  wey,  whan  he  had  sayd. 

Anon  this  god  crif  slepe  a-brayd 
Out  of  his  slepe,  and  gan  to  goon. 
And  did  as  he  had  bede  him  doon  ; 
Took  up  the  dr^ynte  body  sone,  195 


And  bar  hit  forth  to  Alcyone, 

His  wyf  the  quene,  ther-as  she  lay. 

Right  even  a  quarter  before  day. 

And  stood  right  at  hir  beddes  fete. 

And  called  hir,  right  as  she  hete,         auo 

By  name,  and  seyde,  '  my  swete  wyf, 

Awak !  let  be  your  sorwftil  lyf ! 

For  in  your  sorwe  ther  lyth  no  reed  ; 

For  certes,  swete,  I  f  nam  but  deed  ; 

Ye  shul  me  never  on  lyve  y-see.  205 

But  good  swete  herte,  [look]  that  ye 

Buy  my  body,  fat  whiche  a  tyde 

Ye  mowe  hit  finde  the  see  besyde  ; 

And  far-wel,  swete,  my  worldes  blisse  ! 

I  praye  god  your  sorwe  lisse  ;  j  10 

To  litel  whyl  our  blisse  lasteth  !  * 

With  that  hir  eyen  up  she  casteth, 
And  saw  noght;    *fA!'   quod  she,  'for 

sorwe ! ' 
And  d^yed  within  the  thridde  morwe. 
But  what  she  sayde  more  in  that  swow 
I  may  not  telle  yow  as  now,  a  16 

Hit  were  to  longe  for  to  dwelle  ; 
My  first  matere  I  wil  yow  telle, 
Wherfor  I  have  told  this  thing 
Of  Alcione  and  Seys  the  king.  220 

For  thus  moche  dar  I  8ay[e]  wel, 
I  had  be  dolven  everydel, 
And  deed,  right  through  defaute  of  sleep, 
If  I  nad  red  and  take[n]  keep 
Of  this  tale  next  before :  22s 

And  I  wol  telle  yow  wherfore ; 
For  I  ne  might,  for  bote  ne  bale, 
Slepe,  or  I  had  red  this  tale 
Of  this  dreynte  Sejrs  the  king. 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping.  230 

Whan  I  had  red  this  tale  wel. 
And  over-loked  hit  everydel. 
Me  thoughte  wonder  11*  hit  were  so  ; 
For  I  had  never  herd  speke,  or  tho. 
Of  no  goddes  that  ooude  make  a$^ 

Men  [for]  to  slepe,  ne  for  to  wake ; 
For  I  ne  knew  never  god  but  oon. 
And  in  my  game  I  sayde  anoon — 
And  yet  me  list  right  evel  to  pleye — 
'  Bather  then  that  I  shulde  deye  240 

Through  defaute  of  sleping  thus, 
I  wolde  yive  thilke  Morpheus, 
Or  his  goddesse,  dame  Juno, 
Or  som  wight  elles,  I  ne  roghte  who— 
To  make  me  slepe  and  have  som  reste— 
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r  wil  yivo  him  the?  a!der-h(^9t«  746 

Yift  thiit  ovor  ho  nbo-nl  hi»  lyro. 

And  h<^ro  <m  wM-de,  right  nnw,  as  hlyv6  ; 

If  liG  wol  make  tne  alqpo  n  Ij-i^, 

Of  down  e  of  pnro  dowvea  why  to  *5u 

I  wil  yiva  him  n  fetber-hed, 

Hftj^ed  witli  g*:i]dc,  and  right  wel  eled 

In  fjTi  blftk  satin  doTLtromGix?^ 

And  mrmy  a  pilow^  und  every  bera 

Of  (."l^itho  of  Beynoa,  to  alepo  9i>ft«  j       155 

niin  thar  not  ncde  to  tnmc^n  ofl^?, 

Aisd  1  wid  yivu  liiin  nl  that  fnllcs 

Tij  a  chambrs  ;  and  dl  his  ItAlltis 

1  wtd  do  ppynte  with  pure  gyld^, 

And  tjipit^  bom  ful  itiwiy  folds  s6o 

or  iM>  flutL^ ;  111  is  tihal  ho  havo^ 

Tf  1  uiste  wher  were  his  cavGi 

If  he  can  mak^  me  eloj>e  son^, 

As  did  tbo  goddesso  fAleione. 

And  thns  this  ilke  god,  Moqihen^,        i6^ 

Uny  winno  nftnft  mo  fe^s  thns 

Than  over  ho  wan  ;  and  to  Juno^ 

That  is  his  godddsse^  I  iihal  m  do, 

I  iTtiw  ihut  she  sbal  holdo  her  paj'd/ 

I  hfidde  unneth  that  word  y-»ayd      370 
Eiglit  thrift  OS  I  iiave  told  hit  yow. 
That  sodejnly,  I  D.lsto  how, 
Swkh  IV  Inst  anoon  me  took 


f  I  lokcd  forth,  for  I  ^»i  wtik^d 
With  smol^  fimles  a  grot  liepBi 
Tiiat  had  affrayed  mo  omt  of  tsleiM) 
Through  noyse  and  sw^lnesae  uf  hir  skujg ; 
And^  M»  me  matter  th««y  sate  omou^, 
ViKtn  my  chnmbre^'TtKif  witho^t*^ 
TiKtu  the  tyle«,  +al  a-boutoi,  p» 

And  loiiigeni  c  v^ricli  in  hiA  wyae, 
The  mo«to  eidem]>i]0  servyte 
By  note,  that  evor  man,  I  trowe, 
Hod  herd  ;  for  som  of  hem  Bong-  lowe^ 
Som  hyes  and  al  of  oon  aoorde.  ga^ 

To  telle  shortly,  at  00  wordo, 
Wais  never  y*herd  so  aweto  a  stevcn, 
But  hit  had  be  a  tiling  of  heven  ; — 
So  mery  a  Sfmn*  bo  ffwete  fsn tunes, 
That  c«rte3,  for  tho  totino  of  Tewnet,  , 
I  ^cdde  but  I  bad  herd  hem  eunge  i 
For  al  xny  chambn?  gan  to  ringo 
Throngb  singing  of  hir  armonye. 
For  inxtntmetLt  nor  inelmlj,'^ 
Wufl  nowher  herd  yet  half  so  awete, 
Nor  of  acordo  half  so  mot«  ; 
Fi»r  th«r  was  noon  of  hem  that  feyned. 
To  singe,  for  och  of  hom^  hijn  peyu&d 
To  finde  ont  me  13'  c^m^y  notes  ; 
They  tio  sparoct  not  hir  throt-es,  ^1 

And^,  siHith  tcj  seyn,  my  ohambiti  was 
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]f«  tlHKigfate  I  henle  an  bunto  blowe   545 
T  Bwaye  hU  horn,  and  for  to  knowe 
Whether  hit  were  clerc  or  bors  of  soonc. 

fl  herde  goinge,  np  and  doune, 
Men.  borm,  honndes,  and  other  thing ; 
And  al  men  speken  of  banting,  550 

Hnw  thej    wolde    sleo   the   bert   with 

strengthc. 
And  how  the  bert  had.  upon  Icngthc, 
So  uiocho  eniboted,  I  not  now  what. 
An««n-right.  whan  I  berdo  that, 
H'*w  that  they  woldc  on  hunting  goon, 
I  was  right  glad,  and  up  anoon  ;  ^ 

[1  j  took  my  hors.  and  forth  I  wente 
Oat  <»f  my  chanibre  :  I  never  stente 
Til  I  com  to  the  feld  withoute. 
Th«'r  overtook  I  a  gret  n>ato  360 

Of  bontet  and  eek  of  forestcres, 
With  many  relayes  and  l>*more8, 
Ami  hye«i  hem  to  the  fiirest  faste, 
Au'l  I  with  hem  : — bo  at  the  laste 
I  aske<i  ixtn.  huMe  a  Ij'mere  : —  365 

■Say,  felow.  who  ghal  hunte[n]  hero?' 
</n'ti  I :  and  ho  answerdo  agojTi, 
■  Sir,  th*emperoiir  Octovien.' 
«/n.-l  hf,  *  and  is  beer  fast©  by.' 

•  A  K<riddc-s  halfe.  in  g«>oil  tyme,'  qno<l  I, 

•  J.I  we  foste ! '  and  gan  to  rydc.  371 
Whan  we  came  to  tho  forest-nyde, 
lS.y^Ty  man  dide,  right  anoon. 

A«  t"  banting  fil  to  doon. 

Th*  mayffter-hnnte  ano*)n,  fot-hoot,      375 

With  a  gnft  home  blew  three  moot 

At  the  nncotipliiig  ot  his  honndes. 

Within  a  whyl  the  bert  [y]-f*'undo  is, 

Y-L!il"we'J,  and  rcchascil  faste 

lf'z.ge  Tyme ;  and  +at  the  lasto,  38<i 

Tiii!(  h«;rt  rote^l  and  nxal  away 

Fr...^Ue  the  h'mndes  a  pre%y  way. 

Tl..-  hoandea  had  overshotc  hem  allc, 

An  1  wtrc  on  a  dofaute  y-falle  : 

Tdi  r»ith  the  hnnto  wonder  faste         385 

R'ihw  a  forloyn  at  the  lastc. 

I  was  go  walked  fro  my  tree, 
Vh'l  Of  I  wente,  ther  cam  by  mo 
A  «heli>.  that  fanneil  me  as  I  stood, 
That  bad'b.'  y-folowed,  and  coudc  no  goo<l. 
Hit  com  au'l  creep  to  me  as  lowe,         391 
RisLt  as  hit  had  do  me  y-knowe, 
HiM  doon  his  hee<l  and  jojnied  his  ores, 
Al«1  iHV'Jtr  al  sinothe  doun  his  bcres. 


I  woldo  ban  canght  hit,  and  anoon      395 

Hit  fic<ldo,  and  was  fro  me  goon  ; 

And  I  him  folwed,  and  hit  forth  wonto 

Doun  by  a  floury  greno  wonto 

Fid  thikko  of  gros,  ful  softo  and  swotc, 

With  floures  fele,  fairo  under  fete,       400 

And  litcl  used,  hit  seemed  thus  ; 

For  bothe  Flora  and  Zophims, 

They  two  that  make  floures  growe, 

Had  mad  hir  dwelling  ther,  I  trowe  ; 

For  hit  was,  on  to  beholdc,  405 

As  thogh  th©  ertho  en\'5'e  woldo 

To  be  gayer  than  the  hoven, 

To  have  mo  floures,  swiche  sovm 

As  in  tho  welken  storros  be. 

Hit  hatl  ft>rgete  the  iwverte©  410 

That  winter,  through  his  coldo  morwes, 

Had  mad  hit  8uffro[n],  and  his  sorwes ; 

Al  was  forgeten,  and  that  was  sene. 

For  ol  the  wode  was  waxen  greno, 

Swotnesse  of  dowo  had  mad  it  woxe.     415 

Hit  is  no  need  eek  for  to  oxo 
Whcr  ther  wore  many  grcne  groves. 
Or  thikko  of  trees,  so  ful  of  loves  ; 
And  over>'  tree  stootl  by  him-solve 
Fro  other  wel  ten  f<H>t  or  twelve.  420 

So  groto  trees,  so  hngo  of  strongtho, 
Of  fourty  or  fifty  fndmo  longtho, 
Clone  withoute  bough  or  stikko, 
"With  cropi>os  brotlc,  and  eek  as  thikk« — 
Thoy  were  nat  an  incho  a-sonder —      425 
Tliat  hit  was  shmlwo  over«*l  undor  ; 
And  many  an  bert  and  many  an  bindi- 
W^os  both  before  mo  and  bihindo. 
Of  founos,  soures,  bukkes,  dot's 
"Was  ful  the  woilo,  and  many  roOs,        4,<o 
And  many  squirellos,  that  soto 
Ful  hyo  uix>n  the  trees,  and  etc, 
And  in  hir  manor  mode  festos. 
Shortly,  hit  was  so  ful  of  bestes, 
Tlmt  th<»gh  Argus,  the  noble  countour, 
Sete  to  rekene  in  bis  countour,  436 

And  rokone[d]  with  his  figures  ton— 
For  by  tho  figures  mowc  al  kon. 
If  thoy  bo  crafty,  rokouo  and  nounibro. 
And  toUo  i»f  everj*  thing  tho  noumbrc — 
Yet  Hliuldo  he  fuylo  to  rokeno  even      441 
Tho  wondres,  me  motto  in  my  swovon. 
But  forth  they  ronied  fwonder  faatd 
i  Doun  the  wixle  ;  so  at  the  lastc 
I  I  was  war  of  a  man  in  blak,  445 
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Tbnt  mt  ^d  liiul  y-txLmecl  Ub  bAk 

To  nn  rtke^  an  liugo  true, 

*  Lf>pl^'  t]iit|ght«  I,  *  who  mny  tlint  be  ? 

What  A^'lpth  liim  tcj  i.ittt»u  liore  ? ' 

A  noon-right  1  wcnti?  nero ;  4511 

Thiui  fond  I  sitto  tvDii  upright 

A  womler  wel-tUriJigo  knLgkt — 

By  tlic?  mauer  inci  thoagUt«  ao— 

Or^fiHttl  mfHihol,,  aniLtyonff  therti^ 

Of  tb^  Ag&  of  ftinr  Hticl  tweiity  j^oer.      455 

I'lwn  hlfl  benl©  hot  liU-l  heer. 

Anil  he  wa«  i::li>th«d  al  m  bhkkke. 

1  Htalketl  «¥«»  nnU>  hU  bAkke^ 

And  ther  I  AU»>d  na  fttilb  as  utiglit, 

ThAt,  icKitii  til  (MLjcLj  ht>  saw  mil  nonglit^ 

J-'or-why  ho  hini^  hb  hp**l  luloatia,        461 

And  with  n  deftUy  «orwful  inmne 

He  uuido  i>f  o-mft  ten  vi?rs  or  twolvtj, 

Of  a  coo^IPk*^^^^t  tti  him-«^lve, 

Tho  mn«te  pitp,  I  ho  iiw»ste  rovrthe,        4li5 

That  ever  I  horde  j  for^  hy  ray  trowthe, 

Hit  WHfl  |jit?t  wtmder  that  nature 

Mifsht  finffrt[n)  tuny  eroatnre 

T<k  hav'o  Bwit'h  sr.irwe,  und  be  ui^t  deed. 

Fill  jiitfiiisi^  lialt?*  and  nothing  r&ed^       470 

Hf  siij'do  n  lay^  a  rjfiauer  tf<>n^, 

AVitboHtt"  nrite^  with  on  t«  song^ 

\ud  liit  ivas  diiH  ;  for  -fTifol  I  cati 


And  p*a*,  for  fuo  blwKl  was  seii« 

In  no  fnaner  lime  f»f  hlit 

Anoon  therwith  whait  I  law  thb. 
He  fertle  thua  evel  tber  he  »et«* 
I  went*  imd  stoml  right  ftt  lila  lietts 
And  grctt*  bim,  but  he  spalt  uof^i^ 
But  ftrgue<l  with  hi*  ownc  thoght. 
And  in  his  witte  disptttpd  faate 
Why  luni  how  his  b'f  mif^bt  Uate  : 
Him  Thongbt*  hi*  »orw^  w<*r*  m  i 
And  Ihj  6*3  cohlt'  tipon  bia  h^rto  ; 
So,  thmngh  hla  Siirwe  and  hevy  thqghl, 
Made*  bim  that  he  ae  he^e  m«  uogbtl 
Ft>r  bt'  bad  wel  ntgh  lost  biai  i&iiide« 
Tb*jgb  Hvn,  that  men  clepo  god  aSf  1 
AVcro  tor  hb  sori^'ia*  never  so  wrootlt^ 

Hut  at  tho  IflfltCt  to  Buyn  right  nnntlii^ 
He  WAS  war  of  rae,  how  t  st*n»J  ^ 

Before  him,  nnd  dlde  nf  in^  n  bmidl^ 
And  tgrette  him,  aa  T  beat  tu^ttde. 
Dchonalrlj',  and  no-thing  loudc, 
He  siiyde>  '  1  prey  thecj  lie  u*it  wj 
I  herde  thee  not,  tti  an^-n  tin?  Bootb^ 
Ne  I  Bnw  thee  not^  Btr,  treweJy,' 

*  A  !  giMjde  fliri  tio  fora/  qncHl  I . 
*I  am  right  B^jry  if  I  have  oxi^ht 
r)«fftroabled  yow  out  of  yottr  thought 
For*yive  m©  if  I  havt*  mis-take.'  5iS 
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W<Jde  on^ht  diacnre  me  your  wo, 

I  wnlde,  as  wis  god  helpe  me  so,  551) 

Amiende  hit,  jif  I  can  or  may ; 

Ye  mowe  preve  hit  by  assay. 

Fnr.  by  my  troathe,  to  make  yow  hool, 

I  wol  <lo  id  my  power  hool ; 

And  telleth  me  of  your  sorwes  smerte, 

IWaventnre  hit  may  ese  your  herte,    556 

That  semeth  ful  aeke  under  your  syde.' 

\Vith  that  he  loked  on  me  asyde, 
As  who  aayth,  '  nay,  that  wol  not  be.' 

*  Orannt  mercy,  gode  frend,*  quod  he, 

*  I  thanke  thee  that  thou  woldest  80,   561 
But  hit  may  never  the  rather  be  do. 

Vo  man  may  my  sorwe  glade, 

Thst    maketh    m>'    hewe    to    falle    and 

tade, 
.Vnd  hath  inyn  tmderstonding  lorn,     565 
That  me  is  w«»  that  I  was  b')m  ! 
May  n^iglit  make  my  surwes  Bl3rde, 
Nought  the  reme<iies  of  Ovyde  ; 
Xe  Orpheus,  god  of  mek>dye, 
Xe  IVdalus.  with  fplayes  slye  ;  570 

le  hele  me  may  tphisicien, 
Koght  Ii^iicras,  ne  Galien  ; 
He  is  wi»  that  I  live  hour^  twelve  ; 
Bat  vh«*  iH>  wol  assaye  him-selvo 
^liKher  his  herte  can  have  pite  575 

Of  any  florwe,  lat  him  see  mo. 
I  wT*r^he,  that  deeth  hath  mad  al  naked 
(>f  alU"  Mtsse  that  'was  ever  maked, 
V-w«iTtho  worste  of  alle  wightes, 
That  hate  my  dayes  and  my  nightes ;  580 
Vrlvt,  my  Instes  be  me  lothe, 
F'Tal  wellare  and  I  be  wrotho. 
Th»*  pure  deeth  is  so  fmy  fo, 
fTbogfa  1  wolde  deye,  hit  woldo  not  so  ; 
F«ir  vhan  I  tblwo  hit,  hit  wol  flee  ;       585 
I  «>«Me  have  thit,  hit  nil  not  me. 
Thii  is  luy  pej-ne  withoute  reed, 
Alv4V  (leying,  and  be  not  deed, 
Tbnt  f.s^siphtis,  that  lyth  in  helle, 
UsT  D«»t  of  more  sorwe  telle.  590 

And  who  sf»  wiste  al,  by  my  trouthe, 
My  siirwe,  but  he  hadde  rout  he 
AM  pite  of  my  sorwes  smerte, 
Hut  man  hath  a  feendly  herte. 
Fiv  who  so  seeth  me  first  on  morwe     595 
Mav  wyn.  he  hath  [y}-met  with  sorwe  ; 
P«r  I  am  sorwe  an<l  sorwe  is  L 
Alias  f  and  I  wo]  telle  the  why  ; 


My  fsong  is  turned  to  pleyning, 

And  al  my  latighter  to  weping,  600 

My  glade  thoghtes  to  hevinesse, 

In  travaile  is  myn  ydelnesse 

And  eek  my  resto  ;  my  wele  is  wo. 

My  good  is  harm,  and  ever-mo 

In  wrathe  is  turned  my  plesring,  605 

And  my  delyt  in-to  sorwing. 

Myn  hele  is  turned  into  seeknesse, 

In  drede  is  al  my  sikemesse. 

To  derke  is  turned  al  my  light, 

My  wit  is  foly,  my  day  is  night,  610 

My  love  is  hate,  my  sleep  waking, 

My  mirtho  and  meles  is  fasting. 

My  conntenannce  is  nycete. 

And  al  abaved  wher-«o  I  bo, 

My  pees,  in  pleding  and  in  werre  ;        615 

Alias !  how  mighte  I  fare  werre  ? 

'  My  boldnesse  is  turned  to  shame, 
For  fals  Fortune  hath  pleyd  a  game 
Atte  ches  with  me,  alias  !  the  whyle  ! 
The  trayteresse  fals  and  fill  of  gyle,      620 
That  al  behoteth  and  no-thing  halt, 
She  goth  upright  and  yet  she  halt, 
That  baggeth  foule  and  loketh  fnire, 
The  dispitousd  debonaire. 
That  scometli  many  a  creature  !  625 

An  j'dole  of  fals  portraiture 
Is  she,  for  she  wil  sone  wrj'on  ; 
She  is  the  monstres  heed  y-wryen, 
As  filth  over  y-strawed  with  floures  ; 
Hir  mosto  worship  and  hir  f  flour  is     630 
To  lyen,  for  that  is  hir  nature  ; 
Withoute  feyth,  lawe,  or  nicsure 
She  is  fals  ;  and  ever  langliiugo 
With  oon  oyo,  and  that  other  wepinge. 
That  is  broght  up,  she  sot  al  doun.        635 
I  lykno  hir  to  the  scorpioun, 
That  is  a  fals  flateriug  besto  ; 
For  with  his  hede  he  maketh  fostc, 
But  al  amid  his  flateringe 
With  his  tayle  he  wol  stingo,  640 

And  onvenynie  ;  and  so  wol  b\u\ 
Sho  is  th'  cnvyous  charite 
That  is  ay  fals,  and  someth  wclo  ; 
So  turneth  she  hir  false  M-hele 
Alnrnte,  for  it  is  no-thing  stable,  645 

Now  by  the  fyre,  novr  at  tiiMo  ; 
Ful  many  rN>n  hath  she  thus  y-blent. 
She  is  pley  of  enchauntement, 
That  semeth  inm  and  is  nat  so. 


yo 


Zh  QUtnot  ^oeme. 


The  fj9.1iie  theei!  wliftt  imth  she  do,      650 
TnjW(?Ht  thtjn  ?    by  our  Innl,  I  vol  thee 

Attn  Fhtis  with  me  ahe  gau  to  pleyo  ; 
With  Lit  lals©  dmugbtea  iliven 
She*  ati^l  ou  mo^  4uid  took  my  ftsra 
Atid  ^^hilil  1  saw  my  iers  liweye,  ^5^; 

Alas  E  I  cimthfl  no  len^r  pipye, 
Bat  BeydOi,  "tarwel,  swi^to^  y-wi«^ 
And  fftJTWtl  id  that  over  ther  is  I  " 
Therwitli  Fortune  seyde  "  click  here  I  '* 
Ami    ''  matQ ! ''    in    fmid   poiate   of  the 
t  hokkere  66i> 

VVi:h  a  imime  emmit,  bIIas  1 
FxjI  craftier  to  y\ey  sbo  wtta 
ThftTi  Athftlna^  thnt  made  the  g«itzio 
First  of  tJic  chea  :  so  wn«  his  luwiiei 
But  rikI  woHe  I  hiwl  onea  or  twy^s       ms 
Y'kjmd  (Uid  knuwij  the  joupardyea 
Tliifit  eoudti  the  Grek  PitLngorofl  1 
]  ahulde  have  jdeyd  the  bet  nt  chea^ 
And  kept  my  forB  tbe  bet  tb<?rby ; 
And  thcigh  wherttiV  f<jr  trewely  O70 

I  huld  that  wmh.  nat  worth  a  streo  ^ 
Hit  bad  bd  tievo:r  the  bet  for  me; 
For  Ft^rttl^e  ejm  30  inAoy  a  wj'le, 
Thor  Ihj  bat  fewo  tan  hir  begyle^ 
And  <M.'k  she  is  the  las  to  blame  ;  (175 

My-sclf  I  ^vtildo  have  da  the 


And  hethenke  m«  Qv«QqF-(l«l, 
How  that  ther  lyth  in  fekcntng. 
In  my  mrwe,  for  northing  ; 
And  how  tbet  leveth  no  gladn^^sae 
May  gluuide  me  of  my  dlstre^se. 
And  how  I  have  lost  anffisance^ 
Ajid  therto  I  have  no  iilc^nncti, 
Hian  may  I  say^  I  have  right  noghk 
And  whan  al  this  tidletli  in  my  tho(^ht. 
Allns  !  thnn  nm  J  overcome  ! 
For  that  is  dtx»n  la  not  to  come  i 
t  have  more  sdrowe  than  Tantsle." 

And  whan  I  herde  him  telle  this  taJf* 
ThtiB  pitously^  na  I  yow  tcUc,  ;« 

Unnethe  mighto  I  lengier  dwieJle, 
Hit  dide  myn  Jiierte  so  m+jche  wo. 

'  A  I  good  sir ! '  qnod  1 ,  '  any  iirjt  «u  * 
Have  sam  pite  on  your  natnre  715 

That  foTxned  yow  to  creature  ; 
E<:mcmbro  yf>w  of  Socrates  ; 
For  ho  xic  ciiQnted  nAt  throe  atreejt 
Ofnoght  tliHt  Forttino  conde  doi,* 

*  No,'  <jn«xl  be^  *  I  can  not  ea.*  /jo 

*  "Why  flO  ?  good  sir  T  fjuftrde  I '  cjtohI  I ; 
*  2fe  Ray  nogbt  eo,  for  trewely, 

Thogli  ye  ha^l  lout  the  fcrs^a  twelve, 
And  3*0  f^r  «orwo  mordred  youjf*»Blv*&. 
Ye  aholde  be  d&mpneil  in  this  cil9  ji$ 

By  aa  j^nnl  right  tm  Mede 
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*  Blythly,'  qiiod  he,  *  oom  sit  adonn  ; 
1  telle  thee  up  oondlcioan  750 

Ihet  tBoa  fhoolly,  with  al  thy  wit, 
Do  thyn  entent  to  herkene  hit.* 
'  Yis,  sir.*     *  Swere  thy  tronthe  thereto.* 
'  Oledly.*     *  Do  than  holde  her-to ! ' 
*  I  shal  right  hlythly,  so  god  me  save,  755 
H<j«>lly,  with  al  the  witte  I  have, 
Here  yow,  as  wel  as  I  can.' 

'Agoddeshalf!'  quod  he,  and  began : — 
'  Sir,*  qnod  he,  *  sith  first  I  conthe 
Have  any  maner  wit  fro  yonthe,  ;tio 

Or  kindely  nnderstonding 
To  comprehende,  in  any  thing, 
^liat  love  was,  in  myn  owne  wit, 
Dredeles,  I  have  e\'er  yit 
Be  tribotaiy,  and  jiven  rente  765 

To  love  hooUy  with  gode  entente. 
And  through  pleeaonce  become  his  thral, 
With  good  wil,  body,  herte,  and  aL 
Al  this  I  pntte  in  his  servage. 
As  to  my  lorde,  and  dide  homage  ;        770 
And  fnl  devi>atly  -t^niyde  him  to, 
He  sholde  besette  m3m  herte  so, 
That  it  plesaunce  to  him  were, 
And  worship  to  my  lad^'  derc. 

'  And  this  was  longe,  and  many  a  yecr 
Or  that  myn  herte  was  set  o-whcr,       776 
That  I  di<l  thns,  and  niste  why  ; 
I  truwe  hit  cam  me  kindely. 
Hnumter  I  i»-as  therto  fable 
As  a  whyt  wal  or  a  table  ;  780 

Fur  hit  is  redy  to  cacche  and  take 
Al  that  men  wil  therin  make, 
Wher-so  men  wol  portreye  or  |)eynte, 
fie  the  werkes  never  so  qneynte. 

'  .\nd  thilke  tj-me  I  ferde  -j-so  785 

I  was  able  to  have  lemed  tho, 
And  to  have  ouad  as  wel  or  better, 
huaonter,  <»ther  art  or  letter. 
But  for  love  cam  first  in  my  thought, 
Therfore  I  forgat  it  nought.  790 

I  chees  love  to  my  firste  craft, 
Therfur  hit  is  with  me  [y>latt. 
F'>rwhy  I  took  hit  of  so  yong  age, 
That  malice  hadde  my  corage 
Xat  that  tyme  turned  to  no-thing        795 
ThniQgh  to  mochel  knowleching. 
F'HT  that  tyme  Yonthe,  my  maistrcsse, 
fr»rwned  me  in  ydclnosse  ; 
P"r  hit  was  in  my  firste  yonthe, 


And  tho  fill  litel  good  I  couthe  ;  Koo 

For  al  my  werkes  were  fiittinge, 

fAnd  al  my  thoghtes  varyinge  ; 

Al  were  to  me  y-liche  good. 

That  I  knew  tho  ;  but  thus  hit  stood. 

'  Hit  happed  that  I  cam  fa  day         805 
Into  a  place,  ther  f  I  say, 
Trewly,  the  fistyrest  companyS 
Of  ladies,  that  ever  man  with  y6 
Had  seen  togedres  in  00  place. 
Shal  I  clepe  hit  hap  other  grace  810 

That  broghte  me  ther  ?  nay,  but  Fortune, 
That  is  to  lyen  ful  comune, 
The  fidse  trayteresse,  pervcrs, 
God  wolde  I  coude  clepe  hir  wers ! 
For  now  she  worcheth  me  ful  wo,         K15 
And  I  wol  telle  sone  why  so. 

*  Among  thise  ladies  thus  echoon, 
Soth  to  seyn,  I  saw  [ther]  oon 
That  was  lyk  noon  of  [olj  the  route  ; 
For  I  dar  swere,  withoute  doute,  820 

That  as  the  somercs  sonne  bright 
Is  fairer,  clerer,  and  hath  more  light 
Than  any  fplanete,  [is]  in  licveu, 
The  mone,  or  tho  sterros  seven, 
For  al  the  worldc,  so  had  she  8^5 

Surmounted  hem  alle  of  beautc, 
Of  maner  and  of  comlinessc, 
Of  stature  and  f  wel  set  gladucssc, 
Of  goodlihede  fso  wel  beseye — 
Short  Ij^  what  shnl  I  more  seyo  ?  830 

By  god,  and  by  his  holwcs  twelve. 
It  was  my  swete,  right  as  liir-sclve  ! 
She  had  so  stedfast  countenauuce. 
So  noble  port  anil  moyntenauneo. 
And  Love,  that  hiul  herd  n»y  bono,       835 
Had  espyed  me  thus  aw^ne, 
That  she  ful  sone,  in  my  thosrht, 
As  helpe  mo  god,  so  was  y-caught 
So  sodcnly,  that  I  no  took 
Xo  manor  freed  but  at  hir  look  84c 

And  at  myn  herte  ;  for-why  hir  eycn 
So  gladl^',  I  trow,  mjni  herte  seyen, 
That  purely  tho  myn  ovrae  th<»ght 
Se5'de  hit  were  "|  b«  t  8er\'o  hir  for  n«>f^bt 
Than  with  another  to  Ikj  wel.  845 

And  hit  was  sooth,  for,  cvcrydel, 
1  wil  anoon-right  telle  thee  why, 

'  I  saw  hir  daunco  so  comlily, 
Carole  and  singe  so  swetely, 
Laughe  and  iileye  so  womanly.  850 
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And  loke  so  ilebonairl>\ 
&r>  l^M^iily  flpeke  and  bo  fc^tirtly, 
That  curtes^  I  trow,  tbat  ov^rmore 
Nas  seyn  ao  liUflfnl  n  tresoro. 
For  evmry  lifr«jr  [upjon  hir  liede,  855 

S^tli  to  eeyn,  hit  was  not  rode, 
Nt*  nmitlter  yelw,  ne  iironn  bit  nas  ; 
Me  thoijht*,  most  ]yk  ffuld  hit  was. 
And  wliiche  ejen  nJ3'  lariy  hnilde  ! 
Pebouurf  pooflc,  ^^lflfl<^.  nnd  fitadde,       R6fi 
Simple,  of  goQtl  mochel,  uri^lit  t^  "wyde ; 
Tliertfl  hir  look  nas  not  n-sydts 
Ne  ovfsrtliw4jrt,  Tmt  l»eset  so  wel,, 
Hit  drew  and  took  np,  eveTydel, 
AUe  that  rm  Uir  gan  beholrte.  ^65 

Htr  cyeai  filmed  anoon  »lie  w<*ldf 
Hare  mercy  *  iooles  wondMi  flo  s 
But  hit  tFftj  never  tho  rather  do, 
Hit  nas  no  (rountrefeted  thi»^. 
Tt  witft  hir  owne  pure  Inkinia:.  R;ii 

That  the  gwldesso,  dame  Natrtre^ 
Had  majtle  horn  ^►pen©  by  tnostw^j 
And  close  ;  for,  were  she  nevef  flO  glfid, 
Hir  Liking  was  not  foly  eprad^ 
Ne  ttihlelj-i  tbrtgh  that  she  plfej*de  ;       875 
Bttt  dvcr,  me  thoght^^  hir  eyen  sfryde, 
**  By  god,  my  wrathe  is  al  for-yivo  I " 
*  Th^rwitli  liir  liste  mi  wel  Ut  live* 


I  have  no  ftit  that  can  snflyse 
Tvi  i?t^mprelioDde[nj  hir  Iwattt* ; 
Bnt  tbaa  moche  dar  1  seyn,  that^ahe 
Was  frody,  fresh  ^  and  l>Tely  b«wed  ;  901 
Ami  every  day  hir  beaut«  newecL 
And  negh  hir  face  ^waM  alder-bc«t ; 
For  oertes,  Nature  had  swioh  le»t 
To  make  thitt  fair,  that  trowly  ^e 
Wwi  hir  chtjef  patron  r»f  beantse, 
And  che«f  enAampIo  of  al  hijr  werke, 
And  mooatre  ;  for^  bo  hit  never  m>  dcdiiL, 
Me  thinkoth  I  aee  hir  over»mo. 
And  yet  more^jver,  tliogh  alle  tho 
Thrtt  ©vor  liveti  were  noiff  a-lyve,  *jij 

[They]  n©  flhcdde  Itavo  founde  t^  discfyflt 
In  al  hir  face  a  wikkpd  sii^e  ; 
For  bit  was  siuit  simp!©*  and  benign*. 

*  And  which  a  goodly  i$ofl«  spceho 
Had  that  Bwete^  my  lyves  leche  ! 
So  frendly,  and  BO  wel  y-grfimidwl. 
Up  al  rosonn  bo  wel  y-focinded» 
And  BO  tnotable  to  ^Ole  godo. 
That  1  dar  flwere  fby  the  rode^ 
Of  doquenee  was  nover  fonud© 
Bo  sweto  a  aowninge  faconnde, 
He  tntwcr  tonged,  ne  scorned  laas©, 
Ke  hat  conde  helo  ;  tliat^  bj  th«  ] 
I  dnrste  swiorO)  thoi^h  th©  popa  hit  songitt 
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She  hadde,  and  armes,  every  lith 
Fattish,  flooihy,  not  greet  therwith ; 
Bight  wbyte  handes,  and  nayles  rede,  955 
Bmmde  brestes ;  and  of  good  brede 
Hir  hippea  were,  a  streight  flat  bak. 
I  knew  on  bir  non  otber  lak 
Thai  al  bir  limmes  nere  f  sewing, 
In  as  fer  as  I  bad  knowing.  960 

*  Therto  sbe  oonde  so  wel  pleye, 
Wban  that  bir  liste,  tbat  I  dar  seye, 
Hiat  sbe  was  lyk  to  torobe  brigbt, 
That  every  man  may  take  of  ligbt 
Tnogh,  and  bit  batb  never  tbe  lease.  965 

'  Of  maner  and  of  oomlinesse 
Bif^t  so  ferde  my  lady  dere ; 
For  every  wigbt  of  bir  manere 
Might  eaocbe  ynogb,  if  tbat  be  wolde. 
If  be  bad  eyen  bir  to  bebolde.  970 

For  I  dar  fsweren,  if  tbat  sbe 
Had  among  ten  tbonsand  be, 
She  wolde  bave  be,  at  tbe  leste, 
A  cbeef  mironr  of  al  tbe  feste, 
Tbogb  tbey  bad  stonden  in  a  rowe,      975 
To  mennes  eyen  tbat  ooade  bave  knowe. 
For  wber-so  men  bad  pleyd  or  waked, 
Me  tbogbte  tbe  felawsbip  as  naked 
Witbonten  bir,  tbi^  saw  I  ones, 
As  a  coroone  witboute  stones.  980 

Trewely  sbe  was,  to  myn  yd. 
The  scdeyn  fenix  of  Aral^e, 
For  tber  livetb  never  bat  oon ; 
Ke  swicb  as  sbe  ne  knew  I  noon. 

*  To  speke  of  goodnesse ;  trewlysbe985 
Had  as  mocbe  debonairte 

As  ever  bad  H^«r  in  tbe  bible. 
And  more,  if  more  were  possible. 
And,  sotb  to  sejme,  tberwitb-cd 
Sbe  bad  a  wit  so  general,  990 

So  bool  endyned  to  alle  gode, 
Tbat  al  bir  wit  was  set,  by  tbe  rode, 
Witboute  malice,  npon  gladnesse ; 
fTberto  I  saw  never  yet  a  lesse 
Harmful,  tban  sbe  was  in  doing.  995 

I  ley  nat  tbat  sbe  ne  bad  knowing 
What  fwas  barm ;  or  elles  sbe 
Had  ooud  no  good,  so  tbinketb  me. 

*  And  trewly,  for  to  speke  of  troutbe, 
Bat  sbe  bad  bad,  bit  bad  be  rontbe.  1000 
Tberof  sbe  had  00  moobe  bir  del — 
And  I  dar  seyn  and  swere  bit  wel — 
Tbat  I^xmthe  bim-Mlf,  over  al  and  al. 


Had  cbose  bis  maner  principal 

In  bir,  tbat  was  bis  resting-place.       1005 

Tber-to  sbe  badde  tbe  moste  grace. 

To  bave  stedfiMt  perseveraunce. 

And  esy,  atempre  govemaunoe, 

Tbat  ever  I  knew  or  wiste  yit ; 

So  pore  suffraunt  was  bir  wit.  1010 

And  reson  gladly  sbe  understood, 

Hit  folowed  wel  sbe  ooude  good. 

Sbe  used  gladly  to  do  wel ; 

Tbese  were  bir  manors  every-deL 

*  Tberwitb  sbe  loved  so  wel  rigbt,    1015 
Sbe  wrong  do  wolde  to  no  wigbt ; 

No  wigbt  migbt  do  bir  no  sbame, 
Sbe  loved  so  wel  bir  owne  name. 
Hir  luste  to  bolde  no  wigbt  in  bonde  ; 
Ne,  be  tbou  siker,  sbe  fnolde  fonde    1020 
To  bolde  no  wigbt  in  balaunce, 
By  balf  word  ne  by  countenaunce, 
But-if  men  wolde  upon  bir  Ijre ; 
Ne  sende  men  in-to  Walakye, 
To  Pmyse  and  in-to  Tartarye,  1025 

To  Alisaundre,  ne  in-to  Turkye, 
And  bidde  bim  faste,  anoon  tbat  be 
GK>  boodles  f  to  tbe  drye  see. 
And  come  boom  by  tbe  Carrenare ; 
And  seye,  **  Sir,  be  now  rigbt  ware     1930 
Tbat  I  may  of  yow  bere  seyn 
Worsbip,  or  tbat  ye  come  ageyn  I " 
Sbe  ne  used  no  sucbe  knakkes  smale. 

*  But  wberfor  tbat  I  telle  my  tale  ? 
Bigbt  on  tbis  same,  as  I  bave  seyd,     1035 
Was  booUy  al  my  love  leyd  ; 

For  oertes,  sbe  was,  tbat  swete  wyf, 
My  snffisaunce,  my  lust,  my  lyf, 
Myn  bap,  myn  bele,  and  al  my  blisse. 
My  worldes  welfare  and  my  f  lisse,     1040 
And  I  birs  boolly,  everydeL* 

'  By  our  lord,'  quod  I,  *  I  trowe  yow  wel ! 
Hardely,  your  love  was  wel  beset, 
I  not  bow  ye  migbte  bave  do  bet.' 

*  Bet?  ne  no  wigbt  so  wel ! '  quod  be.  1045 
'  I  trowe  bit,  sir,'  quod  I,  *  parde  !  * 

*  Nay,  leve  bit  wel ! '  *  Sir,  so  do  I ; 
I  leve  yow  wel,  tbat  trewely 

Yow  tbogbte,  that  sbe  was  tbe  beste, 
And  to  bebolde  tbe  alderfaireste,        1050 
Wbo  so  bad  loked  fwitb  your  eyen.' 

*  With  myn  ?  nay,  alle  tbat  bir  seyen 
Seyde,  and  8wore[n]  bit  was  so. 

And  tbogb  tb^  ne  badde,  I  wolde  tbo 
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Hiivo  hived  Iwat  my  lofly  fr&, 

TIi'tKli  I  ha*l  ha<l  al  tho  Iwnutpe 

That  oTpr  had  Alcljsyftdtjs, 

And  *il  tlie  Btrpnfftho  of  Erieitle*, 

Anil  tberto  Ijfwl  tlin  wi>rtlune!9S@ 

Of  AlisauiidittT  nud  til  tUa  rjc^^bei^d 

Tliflt  over  wna  in  Bnhil<)yadf 

In  Curtag^f  or  in  Mttc^doyne, 

Or  in  Eomei,  or  in  NinivB  j 

And  tliort<>  nl-sr*  liardy  be 

Ab  whs  Ector,  ao  Imvo  I  joj'a^  1065 

Tliat  AcibLll(?»  Blow  at  Troye— 

Ariil  tlierfnr  was  lie  ala^  oJmo 

Iji  a  templ&T  JVir  botlie  twfi 

Wpre  slnyn,  lie  and  -f-Aatilogroi, 

Aiid  m  »eytb  Darea  FriEitts,  1070 

F<'r  hjv&of  fhir]  PtOixena— 

Or  boon  f«  wj-s  as  Minerva, 

I  woble  ever,  withrmte  dr«doi, 

Havn  \ovpil  Iiir,  for  I  mosto  node  ! 

"  Nedc  r "  nay^  fl  gubbe  now^  10^ 

Xoght  *^  neile,"  aEtd  I  wol  ttdle  huw^ 

For  of  good  wille  myn  horte  hit  wolii*, 

And  ocJt  to  bivo  hir  I  ^vmM  hoUlo 

A«  for  the  faire?rt  and  the  h^e. 

'  She  wnj  as  gn*>l,  so  have  I  i¥st^»   icAj 
As  over  wae  Peniilopo  of  Greco, 
Or  as  tho  nohle  wyf  Lncrecct 


Mo  th*i(srbco  n lathing  mijf^te  me  | 
Wem  my  sorwea  never  bo  smertfii. 
Ami  yit  sb«  ult  so  in  myn  hdrte, 
Tlint,  by  my  troathe^  I  nibble  HOfhti 
For  ik\  tbii*  worldo,  oat  of  my  thfl^rfal  hid 
Lov«  my  lindy  ;  no,  t  jiewly  f  * 

'  Now,  by  tny  trontbft,  sir,'  <jUfld  I, 
^  Mo  thinketh  yo  have  sncti  a  nlmiufit 
Aa  shrift  withotito  r{?i>entaance.' 

*  H43pentjvnn<^e  !  nay  fy/  qnud  h«  :    HIS 
*■  Sbulde  I  now  reponte  me 
To  love  ?  nay,  c^rtea^  than  were  I  Wf I 
We  1*5  tban  was  Achitofcl, 
Or  Antbenor,  sg  liave  1  joye, 
Tho  traj-ttmr  that  betmyBecl  Troye,    1 
Or  the  false  Genelon, 
He  that  pnrchnsed  tha  ireaon 
Of  Rfrwtand  anil  of  Olive  re. 
Nay,  whyl  I  am  a-lyre  hero 
I  nil  fory^'to  liir  never-mo,*  1 

*■  Now,  j^ode  flir,*  qnod  I  [right]  tbu. 
*  Yg  ban  w^d  told  me  her-befon?. 
It  ig  no  need  roherse  Mt  moro 
How  yo  SAWB  hir  firfft^  and  where  j 
Bist  woble  ye  telle  m^  the  mauere,     1 
To  hir  wbicdi  was  your  fi.rste  spec.li£ — 
Tliurof  I  wolde  yow  tio-BOche — 
Aiid  how  ah^  know^  first  >'otLr  thii^^bt, 
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Tnmly  I  did  my  besinesse 
To  uukkti  mmf[em,  as  I  best  coude, 
And  otte  tyme  I  son^  hem  londe  ; 
And  made  flonges  a  upret  del, 
Al-thog:fa  I  ooade  n<it  make  »>  wel       ii6u 
SnngM^  ne  knowe  the  art  al. 
As  r«mtle  I^mokes  sone  Tulml, 
HiAt  t'oud  out  first  the  art  of  songe  ; 
For.  a«  his  brothers  hamers  ronge 
Upm  his  aQ\-?lt  up  and  donn.  1165 

Th«n>f  lie  t4M>k  the  firsto  scan : 
Bat  Orekes  seyu,  Pictagoras, 
That  he  the  firste  finder  was 
Of  the  art  ;  Aurora  telleth  so. 
But  therr»f  no  fors,  of  hem  two.  1 171) 

Xlntes  songes  thos  I  made 
Ot'my  t'cliiig.  inj-n  herte  to  glade  ; 
And  lo !  this  was  [the]  alther-firste, 
I  not  whcr  [tliat  ]  hit  were  the  werste. — 
•  "L^nl,  hit  maketh  myn  herte  light. 
Whan  I  thenke  on  that  swete  wight  1176 
■        That  is  a-*  seinely  on  to  see  ; 
'         .Ukl  wisshe  to  god  hit  might  so  ho, 
!      That  she  wi.>l<ic  holdu  mo  for  hir  knight, 
\      My  IjmIt.  Thj*t  is  so  fair  and  bright !  " — 
I  X'fw  havo  I  t<d«l  thee,  sooth  to  sa>'e, 

[      My  tirstf.  song.     Upon  a  daye  ii«j 

!      I  ))i>tii(ighte  me  what  wo 
Aii'l  MTWb  that  I  suflfreil  tho 
F'lr  hir,  and  yet  she  wiste  hit  noght,  1185 
Xvtvlle  hir  «iiir*to  I  nat  my  thoght. 
".UUs!"  th«ightc  I,  *'  I  can  no  reed  ; 
AdI.  bat  I  teilr*  hir,  I  t»ift»Ti  Imt  dee<l ; 
Al-1  it  I  telle  hir,  t«>  seyo  f  S'Mjth, 
I  :»ui  !i->.lrv<l  she  wol  ho.  wn)otli ;  ii<>o 

Alliw'  what  tfli.il  I  thanne  <l«»?" 

'  hi  this  dotKit  I  was  so  wo, 
M-  tl.iight«  m>'n  herte  bnistc  a-twoyn  ! 
^»:itt*-  la-ite,  s«>th  to  seyn, 
Inio  >kr{|.»|;iite  that  niituro  1195 

>'♦-  r-Trii^l  iifver  in  crratuni 
S-  lu-M-ho  boauto,  trt*w.4y, 
Azi'i  Nninte,  withoiiton  nuTcy. 

'  In  h"iHf  of  that,  my  talo  1  tohU* 
With  s«»rwe,  as  that  I  never  shohle,    ii')o 
For  ne*!"!*  :  an«i.  maugree  my  heed, 
I  ci«*te  Imvf  t«»M  hir  or  Ikj  dccnl. 
[  Hot  ««'l  li'^w  that  I  iH'gan. 
FoJ  t-vel  rt-herse'^nl  hit  I  can  : 
Ai;  1  -jek.  as  hi;l|Kj  uie  g«Hl  with-al.       mt^ 
I  trow-  hit  vkTif*  in  the  dismal. 


That  was  the  ten  wonndes  of  Egipte  ; 

For  many  a  word  I  over-skipte 

In  my  tale,  for  pture  fere 

Lest  my  wordes  mis-set  were.  1210 

With  sorwefal  herte,  and  wonndes  de<le, 

Sofke  and  quaking  for  pnre  dro<lo 

And  shame,  and  stinting  in  my  tale 

For  ferde,  and  myn  hewe  al  i>alo, 

Fnl  offco  I  wex  botho  pale  and  ree<l ;    1J15 

Bowing  to  hir,  I  hong  the  heed  ; 

I  darsto  nat  ones  loke  hir  on, 

For  wit,  manere,  and  al  was  gon. 

I  seyde  "  mercy  ! "  ami  no  more ; 

Hit  nas  no  game,  hit  sat  me  sore         1220 

'  So  atte  laste,  sooth  to  seyn, 
Whan  that  myn  herte  was  como  age3m, 
To  telle  shortly  al  my  si^eche, 
With  hool  herte  I  gan  hir  beseche 
That  she  wolde  be  my  lady  swete  ;       1225 
And  swor,  and  gan  hir  hertely  hetn 
Ever  to  be  stedfast  and  trewe. 
And  love  hir  alwey  freshly  newe. 
And  never  other  lady  have, 
And  al  hir  worship  for  to  save  ij.v» 

As  I  best  coude  ;  I  swor  hir  this — 
''  For  youros  is  al  that  over  ther  is 
For  evermore,  myn  herte  Hwete  ! 
And  never  i  false  yow,  but  I  ni*'t»*. 
I  nil,  as  wis  go<^l  lielpe  mo  so  !  "  i-sis 

'  And  whan  I  had  my  tale  y-do, 
God  wot,  she  acounted  nat  a  streo 
Of  al  my  tale,  so  thoghto  mo. 
To  telle  shortly  fas  hit  is, 
Trewly  hir  answere,  hit  was  thi.H  ;       W40 
I  can  not  now  wel  countcrfete 
Hir  wordes,  but  this  was  the  gretf 
Of  hir  answere  ;  she  snyde,  "  nay" 
Al-outorly.     Alhis  !  tluit  day 
TIio  sorwo  I  suffred,  au«l  the  wo  !         i  J45 
That  trewly  Cassandra,  that  so 
Bewayled  tho  destruccioun 
Of  Troj-e  and  of  Ilioun, 
Had  never  swich  sorwo  as  I  tho. 
I  dnrsto  no  more  say  thcrto  1J511 

For  pure  fore,  but  Btal  awny  ; 
And  thus  I  livod  ful  many  a  day  : 
Tliat  trowely,  I  haddc  no  nee«l 
Ferther  than  my  IkkUIus  heed 
Never  a  day  to  seche  sofa^o  ;  W55 

I  fond  hit  rotly  everj-  iiior\*'e, 
For-why  I  loved  hir  in  110  gero. 
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'  So  Hit  befelf  another  yere, 
I  thonghte  ones  I  wolde  fonde 
To  do  hir  knowe  and  nnderstonde      1260 
Ky  wo ;  and  she  wel  understood 
That  I  ne  wilned  things  bat  good^ 
And  worship,  and  to  kepe  hir  name 
Over  fal  thing,  and  drede  hir  shame, 
And  was  so  besy  hir  to  serve ; —  1265 

And  pite  were  I  shnlde  sterve, 
Sith  that  I  wihied  noon  harm,  y-wis. 
So  whan  my  lady  knew  al  this, 
My  lady  j^f  me  al  hoolly 
The  noble  yift  of  hir  mercy,  1270 

Saving  hir  worship,  by  al  weyes  ; 
-  Dredles,  I  mene  noon  other  weyes. 
And  therwith  she  yaf  me  a  ring  ; 
I  trowe  hit  was  the  firste  thing ; 
But  if  myn  herte  was  y-waze  1275 

Glad,  that  is  no  need  to  axe  ! 
As  helpe  me  god,  I  was  as  blyve, 
Beysed,  as  fro  dethe  to  lyve, 
Of  alle  happes  the  alder^beste. 
The  gladdest  and  the  moste  at  reste.  1280 
For  trewely,  that  swete  wight, 
Whan  I  had  wrong  and  she  the  right, 
She  wolde  alwey  so  goodely 
For-yeve  me  so  debonairly. 
In  alle  my  yon  the,  in  alle  ohannoe,     1285 
She  took  me  in  hir  governaonce. 

'  Therwith  she  was  alway  so  trewe, 
Our  joye  was  ever  y-liohe  newe  ; 
Our  hertes  wem  so  even  a  payre, 
That  never  nas  that  oon  oontrayre      1290 
To  that  other,  for  no  wo. 
For  sothe,  y-liche  they  suffired  tho 
Oo  blisse  and  eek  00  sorwe  bothe  ; 
Y'liche    they    were    bothe    gladde    and 

wrothe ; 
Al  was  us  oon,  withoute  were.  1295 

And  thus  we  lived  ful  many  a  yere 


So  wel,  I  can  nat  telle  how.' 

*  Sir,'  quod  I,  '  wher  is  she  now  ? ' 
'  Now  !  *  quod  he,  and  stinte  anoou. 

Therwith  he  wex  as  deed  as  stoon.  i  jihi 
And  seyde,  *  alias  !  that  I  was  bore  ! 
That  was  the  los,  that  her-before 
I  tolde  thee,  that  I  had  lorn. 
Bethenk  how  I  seyde  her-befom,         t  ju| 
"  Thou  wost  ful  litel  what  thou  menest ; 
I  have  lost  more  than  thou  wenest  ** — 
Qod  wot,  alias !  right  that  was  she  ! ' 

*  Alias  !  sir,  how  ?  what  may  that  be?' 
»She    is    deed!'    'Nay!'    '  Yis,   by  my 

trouthe ! ' 
*  Is  that  your  los  ?  by  god,  hit  is  routhe !' 

And  with  that  worde,  right  anoon,  1311 
They  gan  to  strake  forth  ;  al  was  doon, 
For  that  tyme,  the  hert-hunting. 

With  that,  me  thoghte,  that  this  king 
Q*n  [quikly]  boom  ward  for  to  ryde     1.^15 
Unto  a  place  -fther  besyde. 
Which  was  from  us  but  a  l3rte, 
A  long  castel  with  wallra  wh^^t^*. 
By  seynt  Johan  !  on  a  riche  hil. 
As  me  mette  ;  but  thus  it  fiL  i.v» 

Bight  thus  me  mette,  as  I  yow  telle. 
That  in  the  castel  f  was  a  beUe, 
As  hit  had  smiten  houres  twelve. — 

Therwith  I  awook  my-selve, 
And  fond  me  lying  in  my  bed  ;  i.ms 

And  the  book  that  I  had  red. 
Of  Alcyone  and  Seys  the  king, 
And  of  the  goddes  of  sleping, 
I  fond  it  in  myn  honde  fal  even. 

Thoghte  I,  '  this  is  so  queynt  a  sweven. 
That  I  wol,  by  processe  of  tyme,         1  jji 
Fonde  to  putte  this  sweven  in  ryjne 
As  I  can  beet ;  and  that  anoon.' — 
This  was  my  sweven ;  now  hit  is  doon.  1554 


Explicit  the  Boke  of  the  Duchesse. 
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IV.   THE  OMPLFnrr  or  iiaks. 

"^  ^''*"  Ajxii  ia«*  Jaci  'aj 

Lo  ?  T^as*  r£a«a  sbkbc  J*><l  n wis  rt«Lf  ' 

For 


Takcth  j<imx  Irve  :  and.  vtif  J»j»i  J4&3.      Azri  'U.'ss  i^  ^zr-ae^c^  v=*»  i=.  v^*  ^gn^. 
T^  enoieth  <A.  tJas  eea»  «&«£  yxr  then. 


c^p.w  •  •—  ''^^  ^^*^  ''=^  »» .niT  kzi^i  is:  pTTwra- 
S*yijt  Val<rctrs«  !  a    f-.^  ^h-z*  htr&i  I  a-i^^^^  ? 

gjjj-f^  Wi:.  fir.^«i  r-r^-  Imi  Mars.  liai  »rnMii 

Tpon  ihy  day,  er  »>C£«  cas.  ^i-«irt=^ . —  i— ^»  45 

T5>*  fair»  V*r.'::iL  ra":isier  otf  f  I«sa=M«  ? 

Y«  nair  thi«  fnol— •  I  nd«  yw a!  a-«ak<^.  jj^  v^,  v^  .. .  j^.^p^Tia:  .-<bcisaai:««, 

Aiid  re,  that  Laa  nc^  ebr^ei  i=  t=.li*  j^,  '^^  v^,  v£.  .^-.  ;.  ,.^.  v^  j^  ^^^ 

^T*^'  ='■'  B=l  *..  b*  tias  Lis  trMfAS  hh  diacrvr. 

nith'iot    repentir^    cheaetli    yw   toct 

make.  Th'zs  be-  ti*T  krit.  asii  re«rta  a«  ia  h«T«£ 

.U4  ye,  that  has  fcl  ch<«ea  a«  I  d«T7»p,  By  ■■■kirx  =>*t  ;  ":Z  hh  £*^  ^■I;  a  T7>i*,    5: 

Yrt  as  the  lest*  renorelelh  yxr  wtrryt :  That  lyhlr  bcnhe  a«Krt  va«  srt  a  A«T«a. 

C«.af«na«<h  it  p^rpetxiely  to  d=re,  ».  That  Mar*  «hal  esitre,  as  £wi«  as  he  may 

And  paciently  take^  yvar  arcrtare.  fr-y-i«> 

^  V— L      ^  lit.,  hir  rer:-5-pa:eys.toabyde. 

And  for  the  wonhip  rrf  this  hye  fe«*,  Walkir^  Li*  c^-u^  til  she  bad  him  a.tak«. 

y«  wol  L  in  my  hriddes  wyw.  «ii:«e  ^^  j.^  ^^^.^  ^  ,^,  v^^  j^  ^^^  ^ 
The  sentence  of  the  ccibpleyxt,  as  the  ^^^  ^ 

leste. 

That  wofal  Mars  made  atte  departinc^  35  Then  ae^^e  he  thss — "  myn  henea  lady 
Fni  freashe  V«-nas  in  a  morvenizi^ei.  rrete, 

^"han  Phelms,  with  his  fyxy  torches  rede.  Ye  kii<.we  wel  ity  mi«:hef  in  that  place : 

Bansak^  eveiy  l*mr  in  his  dredcs.  For  sikeriy.  til  that  I  vi:h  yv  mete,    cvj 

My  lyf  Slant  ther  in  avecrore  and  grace  : 

Th^  Slory.  Bm  "irhen  I  see  the  heaate  «..f  yxvor  Caoe. 

^  Why  lorn    the    thridde    hercncs    lonl  Ther  is  no  drcei  of  decth  may  do  me 

afaore,  smcrle. 

Am  wcl  by  hereniab  rvrotncaoaB  «o  For  al  yonxr  lost  is  ese  to  myn  herte." 
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She  hath  so^rret  compaflsion  cifhir  knight,, 
That  dwolli^t  h  in  iolitudo  til  Bbfldome  ;  65 
For  htt  stood  bo^  that  like  tjiue,  no  wight 
Crianftcyled  him,  no  rtoyde  to  him welcotDe^ 
Thftfc  nigh  hir  wit  for  wo  waa  oyercitmo  ; 
Whctfore  Bh«  «podde  hir  as  fhst«  in  hir 

weye, 
Ahnmt  in  mm  daj',  &a  he  dido  in  tweje,  Tti 

The  jrt'te  joye  that  wna  beiwix  hem  two. 
Whan  they  b«s  met,  tlvcr  mny  no  tmn^ 

tollc, 
Thor  ia  no  moro^  hnt  unto  bed  they  gi\ 
And  tbtis  in  jojo  and  hliHBO  I  liate  hem 

dwelle  ; 
Thifl  worthy  M&rs,  that  Is  of  knlghthod 

weUe,  75 

Thp  flour  of  fairnes  hippeth  in  hii  &nces, 
AndVontia  Id^soth  MnnLjtho  god  of  ormeH, 

fiojoiimed  hath  th  is  M  nrs,  of  which  I  redo. 

In  duiDibro  amid  the  p&leyB  priviily 

A  cert«yn  tymci,  til  him  ffel  a  diwle,       80 

Throi2|fb  Phehns,  that  was  eomon  hafitely 

Within  the  raleys-iTil-es  stnrdefy, 

With  taroho    in  hondet   of  which    the 

Btrem&H  hrighto 
On  Venns  chambro  knokkeden  Inl  lights. 

Thct  f'hamhrc,  thof  as  lay  thij  fre-Bshi 


Hi§  mighty  apere,   as  he   was  wont  I4 

fighte. 
He  ilukketh  mo  that  pUmosi  it  to>wonda; 
Fnl  he^y  he  was  to  witlken  nvi?'r  Icvnd*  ^ 
He  may  nr>t  holde  with  Vcnii^  tximpaiiij*^ 
But  bad  hir  fle«n,  le«t  Phdhiis  hir  ^«pj% 

O  woful  Mars !  (O^ia  f  what  m*y*t  ihxn. 

ioytiT  10^ 

That  in  the  poleys  of  thy  distfu-bminH 
Art  lelt  behind*?,  in  iicrU  to  be  Hejn  f 
And  yet  ther-to  ia  double  thy  penamioet 
For  aho,  ihai  bath  tbyn  herto  in.  gov^TU" 

annee,  i«i 

Ta  pasfietl  halfa  the  strem^s  of  thyn  yfiu  i 
That  thou  noro  rwift,  w«l  ma^^t  th«« 

wepe  and  cryen,. 

Now  flocth  Venna  ttti-to  Cylenina  tonr* 
With  voide  Dtinr*,  for  f&ftj  of  PhobiiA  light. 
Alaa  !  and  thqr  ha  bath  aUe  no  soootir,  113 
For  Bha  ne  fond  no  saw  no  maner  wigM; 
And  Bek  afi  thor  (dio  had  bnt  licil  migfai ; 
Wher-for,  hir^«elvon  f*  ir  to  hyde  and  eaWi 
Within  the  gato  she  liMdo  inUt  a  okvt^ 

Derk  was  thij  cavo,  and  smoking  aa  tha 
belle,  I3U 

Not  but  two  pu  within  the  ^t«  bit  Bt^iod; 
A  natnrcl  day  in  dark  I  let<]  hir  dwfeUfe 
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Ipv  f  iMlpe  god  Mly  Yenvs  allone !     141 
Bat,  M  god  volde,  hit  happed  for  to  be, 
Hit,  whyl  that  Yeavs  weping  made  hir 


The  CompleTnt  of  Man. 

Tkel^roemcifthe  Compleifiit 

f  Tke  onire  of  compleynt  requireth  skil- 
ftilly,  155 

Thet  if  a  wig-ht  sbal  plejne  pitonsly, 
Tlier  mot  be  canfe  wherfor  that  men 
plejne; 
Or  men  may  dexne  he  ple^nieth  folily 
And  eaoaeloe  ;  alas  !  that  am  not  I ! 
Wherfor  the  gronnd  and  canse  of  al 
my  peyne,  160 

So  as  my  troaUed  wit  may  hit  ateyno, 
I  «i»l  reherse  ;  not  for  to  have  redresse, 
Bot  to  declare  my  gronnd  of  hevinesse. 

Devotion, 

** The ftrstetyme, alas!  thatlwas  wroght, 
And  for  oerteyn  effcctcs  hider  broght  165 

By  him  that  lordeth  ech  intelligence, 
I  r»f  my  trewe  servise  and  my  thoght, 
Fo»   evermore — how    dere    I    have    hit 
b(«ht  !- 
To  hir,  that  is  of  so  grot  excellence, 
That  what  wight  that  first  showeth  his 
presence,  170 

When  she  is  wroth  and  taketh  of  him  no 

cure. 
He  may  not  longe  in  joye  of  love  endare. 

This  is  no  fejmed  mater  that  I  telle ; 
My  lady  is  the  verr^  soars  and  welle 


QylsBraa,  rydin^  in  his  dMiranchA,  144 
A«  Venni  v«lanee  mighte  his  paleys  see, 
lad  Venns  he  salneth,  and  maketh  ohere, 
lad  hir  receyreCh  as  hia  frend  Ail  deve. 

Xars  dwelleth  forth  in  his  adversitee, 
Camplcymin^  ever  on  hir  departing* ; 
And  what  his  compleynt  was,  remem- 
breth  me ;  150 

Aad  therfore,  in  this  Insty  morweninge, 
As  I  best  can,  I  wol  hit  seyn  and  singe, 
And  alter  that  I  wol  my  leve  take ; 
And  god  yere  ererj  wight  joye  of  his 


Of  beante,  lost,  fredom,  and  gentil- 

nesse,  175 

Of  riche  aray — how  dere  men  hit  selle ! — 

Of  al  disport  in  which  menfrendlydwellc. 

Of  love  and  pley,  and  of  benigne  hom- 


Of  soone  of  instnimen  ts  of  al  swetneaso : 

And  therto  so  wel  fortnned  and  t  hewed. 

That  through  the  world  hir  goodnesse  is 

y-shewed.  181 

What  wonder  is  then,  thogh  that  I  be- 

sette 

My  servise  on  snchc  o<»n,  tliat  may  mo 

knette 

To  wele  or  wo,  sith  hit  lyth  in  hir 

might  ?  1K4 

Therfor  my  herte  for  ever  I  to  hir  hette ; 

Ne  trewly,  for  my  dethe,  I  shal  not  lette 

To  ben  hir  trewest  servannt  and  hir 

knight. 
I  flater  noght,  that  may  wite  every 
wight  ; 
For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye  ; 
Bat  grace  be,  I  see  hir  never  with  3*^.   190 

A  Jjody  in  fear  and  %cof. 

•*  To  whom  shal  I  than  ployne  of  my  dia- 

tresse? 
Who  may  me  helpe,  who  mny  my  harm 
redresse? 
Shal  I  compleyne  unto  my  lady  free  ? 
Kay,  certcs  !  for  she  hath  snch  hcWncsse, 
For  fero  and  eek  for  wo,  that,  as  I  gesse. 
In  litil  tymo  hit  wol  hir  bcme  be.      196 
Bat  were  she  saaf,  hit  wer  no  fors  of  me. 
Alas  !  that  ever  lovers  mote  endare. 
For  love,  so  many  a  i>erilon8  nventarc  ! 

For  thogh  so  be  that  lovers  be  as  trewe  ^ hi 
As  any  metal  that  is  forgiKl  newe. 

In  many  a  cas  hem  tydeth  ofte  sorowo. 

Somtjrmo  hir  ladies  will  not  on  hem  rewc, 

Somtyme,  yif  that  jclosyo  hit  kncwo. 

They  mighten  lightly  ley©  hir  hoiKi  to 

borowo ;  305 

Somtyme  envyous  folke   with   tanges 

horowo 

Dcpraven  hem  ;  alas !    whom  may  they 

pleso? 
But  he  be  fals,  no  lover  hath  his  ese. 


£  2 
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^8e  QUinor  ^oewie. 


But  wlmt  liVftilptli  suolie  a  long  nermotin 
Of  ttVGiitur<ia  of  lijvp,  itp  and  doan  ?      3  la 

I  wol  rotunjo  und  ffpekeu  of  tnip  pciyne  ; 
Th6  pwint  is  this  of  mj  ilRatmeciontL^ 
My  rights  lady,  niy  &tilvB*ioun, 

la  In  afllra^-,  Jind  not  to  whom  to  plejna. 

O  lierto  Bwpt$,  O  lady  Bovei^yno  1      315 
For  your  disoso,  vpol  oght*  I  vwotui«  &ud 

fwultOi 

Tbogh  I  non  other  hiutn  ne  dr«de  felte. 

UTTo'tvhat  fyn  mudd  tho  gCHJ  thMsitso 

hyO| 
Bftneth&n  liim^  love  otliur  coinpnn^e. 
And  stroyneth  fiAk  to  lovo^  nuLLgre  Mr 
hede  ?  aio 

Aad  thon  hlr  joye^  for  Offht  I  cfta  e«pr^i 
K@  Iiutcth  Eiot  iho  twink«Iiii^  of  nn  5^ 
And  Bfjtnniti  hau  never  joyo  tii  tlicy  be 

dcda 

Whnt  ineneih  this  ?  whAt  is  tMs  misti* 

hodo? 

Wherto  constn^^nieth  lia  hi^  folk  so  fiMie 

Tbing  to  dceyrcL,  but  hit  aholde  laste  ?  336 

And  thtigh  he  niadu  a  lover  lovo  a  thing. 

And  maketh  Lit  ficmo  crtcdfiLst  iind  duringt 

Yet  putteth  ha  in  hit  jsuch  nd^Lventuro^ 


That  CV017  wight,  that  8«tte  dm  hit  i 

Ho  w«7ido  anon   to   worthe  out  of  J 

mindo  ; 
So  som  tho  b«AUto  wolde  bid  bertebitt 
Til  he  hit  hadde,  hha  thaghte  lia  xtifluli 

dye  s  j^i 

And  whan  that  bit  was  hi^  than  Akuld* 

he  diye 
Such  vpo  for  drvde,  Oiy  irliyl  that  lio  bit 

hftdJe, 
That  wgLnigh    for   the  fere   he    ahufde 

madde. 

And  wliBU  hit  wnu  fro  his  possosjiioqLiiL, 
Thftn  hml  Iiti  donble  wolUxd  pftaslouu   jfJS 

For  he  sn'  fear  a  ti^sor  had  for|^  ; 
Bat  yet  thifl.  broohe,  JUi  in  concltiJiiotui« 
Waa  not  the  eause  of  thb  (?oni\iRionU  ; 

But  be  that  wroghte  hit  exifortuiied  bit 

That  i^resry  uri^t  that  bud  hit  «hald 
have  wo  ;  a€o 

And  therior  in  tKe  worcher  waa.  the  yyoft, 
And  in  tho  covetonr  tb&t  waa  &u  nyoe. 

So  fareth  li.it  hy  lovers  and  hy  me  ; 
For  thogh  my  lady  have  «o  gret  beauts, 
That  I  was  mad   til  I  had   g^^te  hir 


V.    ZU  (patfement  of  ^oufee* 
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Aai  j«,  mj  ladies,  tliat  ben  trewe  and 


I^  vaj  of  kinde,  ye  oghten  to  be  able 

To  have  pit«  of  folk  that  be  in  peyne  : 
Vw  hare  je  eanae  to  clothe  yow  in  sable ; 
Sifth  that  your  emperice,  the  honorable, 
It  deeolat,  wel  oghte  ye  to  pleyne  ;   aS6 
Xow  ahold  yonr  holy  teres  falle  and 
reyne. 
Alas !  yonr  honour  and  year  emperice, 
Nlfh  deed  for  drede,  ne  can   hir   not 
chevije. 


Compleyneth  eek,  ye  lovers,  al  in-fere,  390 
For  hir  that,  with  nnfejrned  humble  chore, 

Was  ever  redy  to  do  yow  socour  ; 
Compleyneth  hir  that  ever  hath  had  yow 

dere; 
Compleyneth  beaate,  fredom,  and  manere ; 
Ck>mple3meth  hir  that  endeth  your  la- 
bour ;  295 
Ck>mple3meth   thilke    ensample   of   al 
honour, 
That  never  dido  but  al  gontilesse  ;        297 
Kytheth  therfor  on  hir  som  kindenesse.' 
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The  Proem. 

Tr  lyf  so  short,  the  craft  so  long  to  leme, 
Ili'Msay  so  hard,  so  sharp  the  conquering, 
The  dredfnl  j<>ye,  that  alwey  slit  so  yeme, 
Al  this  meno  I  by  lovo,  that  my  feling  4 
Astonyeth  with  his  wonderful  worching 
So  sore  y-wia,  that  whan  I  on  him  thinke, 
Xat  wift  I  wel  wher  that  I  wake  or  winke. 

Fnr  al  be  that  I  knowe  not  love  in  dede, 
Ke  wot  how  that  he  quyteth  folk  hir  hyre, 
Tet  happeth  mo  ful  ofbe  in  bokes  redo  10 
Of  bis  miracles,  and  his  cruel  yre  ; 
Ther  rede  I  wel  he  wol  be  lord  and  syre, 
I  <lar  not  seyn,  his  strokes  been  so  sore. 
But  god  save  swich  a  lord  !  I  can  no 
m«re. 

Of  oaage,  what  for  luste  what  for  lore,  15 
On  b<»kea  redo  I  ofte,  as  I  yow  toldo. 
Bat  vrherfor  that  I  speke  al  this?  not  yore 
Agon,  hit  happed  me  for  to  boholde 
Tptin  a  boko,  was  write  with  lettres  oldo  ; 
And  ther-niK>n,acertoyn  thing  toleme,3<> 
The  longe  day  fal  taste  I  radde  and  yeme. 

Fir  out  of  oldo  feldes,  as  men  seith, 
CDOMith  al  this  newe  com  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  fHit  of  olde  bokes,  in  good  feith, 
CcAMfth  al  this  newe  science  that  men 
lere.  25 


But  now  to  purpos  as  of  this  matere — 
To  rede  forth  hit  gan  me  so  delyte. 
That  al  the  day  me  though  to  but  a  l>'t<». 

This  book  of  which  I  mako  moncioun, 
Entitled  was  al  thus,  as  I  shal  telle,      .v> 
'  Tullius  of  the  dremo  of  Scipioun ' ; 
Chapitres  seven  hit  haddo,  of  heveno  and 

helle, 
And    ertho,    and    soules    that    therinno 

dwelle, 
Of  whiche,  as  shortly  as  I  can  hit  treto,  34 
Of  his  sentence  I  wol  you  seyn  tho  grete. 

First  tellcth  hit,  whan  Scipiorm  was  como. 
In  Afrik,  how  he  metto  Massinisse, 
That  him  for  joyo  in  armeshath  y-nome. 
Than  telleth  -f  hit  hir  spccho  and  al  the 

blisse 
That  was  betwix  hem,  til  tho  day  gan 

misso ;  40 

And  how  his  auncestre,  African  so  dere, 
Qan  in  his  slepe  that  night  to  him  apjKiro. 

Than  tollcth  hit  that,  fro  a  storrj'  place, 
How  African  hath  him  Cartage  shewed, 
And  warned  him  boforo  of  al  his  grace,  45 
And  seyde  him,  what  man,  lercd  other 

lowed. 
That  loveth  comun  profit,  wel  y-thowe<l, 
Ho  shal  unto  a  l>li8ful  place  wendo, 
Theras  joye  is  that  last  vrithouten  endn. 


TJian  RskfHX  hoi  fffolk  thnt  beer  be  dpde 
H&vo  t^-f  nxid  dwellmgin  anotbe»r  place ;  %t 
And  Africnn  seydai,  *  ya,  "witLattta  dnedo," 
And  thAt  onr  present  worMe*  Ijrvas  4tpAc^ 
Nib  hctt  a  manor  deth.  wimt  wty  w*3  tmcfl, 
And  rightful  folk  fthal  go,  aft^.r  they  dyo, 
To  heven ;  and  shijvied  htm  ibe  gn-ltu^cs.  5^ 

ThiLn  shewed  he  him  the  Utel  ortlie,  tlmt 

heer  is, 
At  regard  of  th^  hovenoi  (|nanfclte  ; 
And  afWr  tjhc? wod  ho  liim  the  njne  ipereB^ 
And  nfter  thflt  iha  melodyo  herde  he     60 
Thiit  comoth  of  thilkojipertifl  thryesthroo, 
That  wiolle  Is  of  mnnykg  and  melodj'o 
In  fhifl  world  h(»r,  and  cause  of  armottya. 

Tlnin  bad  he  him,  bid  crthe  wub  bo  Ij-te, 
And  fnl  of  torment  and  of  hurdo  grncei,  65 
That  hi,?  no  shtjldo  hjin.  io  the   world 

Tlian  toldd  he  hin^  in  cert«yn  ytarea  ffp(iiC«| 
That  ov^ry  Btorfs  shtdde  come  Into  hiB 

Ther  hit  waa  first ;  and  iiX  ahnldo  out  of 

mindo  69 

That  In  this  worMq  i^  don  ^f  oJ  niiLtikin.de, 

Than  prayde  liim  &cipiotvn  tf.^  telltj  him  al 
The  vfey  tfl  CJ>Tn<f  nn-t^»  that  hf^vuDe  hliaae ; 
And  hp  ftftydft,  'tuow  thy-Bidf  flrit  Im- 

nvi'n^iili 
And  k^ltA  iiy  l^fNtHy  thnti  wprko  and  wjflae 


For  liotbe  I  htddA  thtng  wiucJi  UuA  ] 

noldo, 
And  eok  I  ne  baddc  Uiiit  Hdng  IhMk  I 

wolde, 

Bnt  Jynally  mj  flpiiit^  at  the  laste, 
For-wra-y  of  my  Uboar  id  the  da^, 
Took  neet,  that  tixade  me  to  fllopo  fiuifc, 
And  in  my  Alepo  I  metto,  as  I  lay^         ^ 
How  Afric».fi,  right  in  that  s«Ifo  mtsj 
That    Sciplotua    him    saw   before    that 

tyde, 
Was  cotnen,  anil  stood  right  at  lay  beddes 

^yde* 

The  wory  hunter,  aleptnge  in  bii  h«d. 
To  wodu  ayein  his  minde  goth  jutioon  ;  too 
The  juge   dremetb   how    hia   plee«   h»n 

apod  J 
The  cftirter  dreinetli  how  his  tart^  g«*aaj 
Tbo  Hche^  of  gold ;  the  knight  %ht  ytiik 

h'is  foon, 
The  mke  met  ho  drinketh  of  the  totme  ; 
The  Joiner  mot  he  hath  hb  hulj  wt^inne^  jc^ 

Can  T  nnt  sayn  if  that  ih&  catL5«  ware 

For  I  luid  ittid  of  African  beforii^ 

Tliat  made  me  to  m^te  tHat  he  mioodi 

there  ; 
But  thus  se^'^'do  he,  *  thou,  kafft  thee  M 

wol  bom 
In  Inking-  of  myn  olde  b*>iik  tj^-tfl^rOt     iw 
Of  whirh  MiKjrtiliie  r<s|fbte  nut  a  i^V^e^ 
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*IliorKli  me  : 


Ob  cfjrtlMrbalfe,  of  All  gret  difference,  125 
Of  which  I  thai  yow  ny  the  pleyn  sen- 


i  goon  in-to  that  bluAil 


Of  hertee  hele  and  dedly  wonndes  cure  ; 
Thornii  me  men  goon  onto  the  welle  of 

Grace, 
Ther  grene  and    lusty  May  shal   ever 

endnre ;  150 

This  is  the  wey  to  al  good  aventore ; 
Be  glad,  thoa  reder,  and  thy  sorwe  of- 


Al  open  am  I ;  passe  in,  and  hy  the 
iaste!' 

*  Thoxgh  me  men  goon,*  than  spak  that 

other  S3^«i 

*  VnU*  the  mortal  strokes  of  the  spere,  135 
Of  which  Disdayn  and  Daonger  is  the 

gyde, 
Ther  tree  shal  never  fruit  ne  leves  here. 
This  streem  you  ledeth  to  the  sorwftil 

were, 
Ther  as  the  fish  in  prison  is  al  drye  ; 
Th'eschewing  is  only  the  remedye.*      140 

Thisevers  of  gold  and  blak  y-writenwere, 
The  whiche  I  gan  a  stonndo  to  beholde, 
Fur  with  that  oon  encresed  ay  my  fero, 
And  with  that  other  gan  myn  herte  bolde ; 
That  ortn  me  hette,  that  other  did  me 
c>lde,  145 

Xo  wit  had  I,  for  errour,  for  to  chese, 
To  entre  or  flee,  or  me  to  save  or  lese. 

Right  as,  betwixen  adamauntes  two 
Of  even  might,  a  pece  of  iren  y-set,      149 
That  hath  no  might  to  meve  to  ne  fro — 
For  what  that  on  may  hale,  that  other 

let— 
Ferde  I,  that  niste  whether  me  was  bet, 
T«*  entre  or  leve,  til  African  my  gydo 
Me   bente,  and  shoof  in  at  the  gates 

wyde, 

And  seyde,  *  hit  stondeth  writen  in  thy 
face,  155 

Thjrn  errour,  though  thou  telle  it  not  to 
me; 

Bat  dred  thee  nat  to  come  in-to  this 
pUuse, 


For  this  wryting  is  no-thing  ment  by 

thee, 
Ke  by  noon,  but  be  Loves  servant  be ; 
For  thou  of  love  hast  lost  thy  tast,  I 

geese,  t6o 

As  seek  man  hath  of  swete  and  bitter* 

nesse. 

But   natheles,  al-though  that  thou  be 

dulle, 
Yit  that  thou  canst  not  do,  jdt  mayst 

thou  see ; 
For  many  a  man  that  may  not  stonde 

a  pnllo, 
Tit  lyketh   him   at   the   wrastling  for 

to  be,  165 

And  demeth  yit  wher  he  do  bet  or  he  ; 
And  if  thou  haddest  cunning  for  t'endyte, 
I  shal  thee  showen  mater  of  to  wxyte.* 

With  that  my  bond  in  his  he  took  anoon. 
Of  which  I  comfort  caughte,  and  wente 

in  faste  ;  170 

But  lord !  so  I  was  glad  and  wel  begoon  ! 
For  over-al,  wher  that  I  mjrn  eyen  caste, 
Were  tre^s  clad  with  loves  that  ay  shal 

laste, 
Eche  in  his  kinde,  of  colour  fresh  and 

grene 
As  emeraude,  that  joye  was  to  seno.     175 

The  bilder  ook,  and  oek  the  hardy  asshe  ; 
The  piler  elm,  the  cofro  unto  caro3me  ; 
The    boxtree    piper ;    holm    to   whippes 

lasshe  ; 
The    sayling    firr ;    the  ciprcs,   deth   to 

pleyne ;  179 

The  shcter  ew,  the  asp  for  shaflos  ployne  ; 
The  ol^-ve  of  peos,  and  oek  the  drunken 

vyne. 
The  victor  palm,  tho  laurer  to  devyne. 

A  garden  saw  I,  ful  of  blosmy  bowos, 
Up<Tn  a  rivor,  in  a  grene  mede,  184 

Ther  as  that  swot  nesse  evermore  y-now  is, 
With  floures  wh^-te,  blewe,  yelowe,  and 

rede ; 
And  colde  wello-stromes,  no-thing  dede. 
That  swommen  ful  of  smale  iisshcs  lighte, 
With  finnes  rede  and  scales  silver-brighte. 

On  every  bough  the  briddes  horde  I  singe, 
With  voys  of  aungel  in  hir  armonye,  191 
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6oin  be^yed  hem  hir  briddes  forth  to 

bringe; 
The  lltel  conyes  to  hir  pley  goime  hye, 
And  Author  al  aboute  I  gan  espjre 
The  dredftd  roo,  the  bak,  the  hert  and 

hindef  195 

SqoerelB,  and  bestes  smale  of  geatil  kinde. 

Of  instnunents  of  strenges  in  aoord 
Herde  I  bo  pleye  a  ravisshing  swetnesse, 
That  god,  that  maker  is  of  il  and  lord, 
Ke  herde  never  better,  as  I  gesae  ;        auo 
Therwith  a  wind,  nnnethe  hit  might  be 

lease. 
Made  in  the  leves  grene  a  noise  sofle 
Aoordant  to  the  foules  songe  on-lofbe. 

The  air  of  that  place  so  attempre  was 
That  never  was  grevaunce  of  hoot  ne 

cold ;  305 

Ther  wex  eek  every  holsom  spsroe  and 

gras, 
Ne  no  man  may  ther  wexe  seek  ne  old  ; 
Yet  was  ther  joye  more  a  thousand  fold 
Then  man  can  telle;  ne  never  wolde  it 

nighte. 
Bat  ay  cleer  day  to  any  mannes  sighte. 

Under  a  tree,  besyde  a  welle,  I  say       an 
Ciqpyde  onr  lord  his  arwes  forge  and  fyle  ; 
And  at  his  fete  his  bowe  al  redy  lay. 
And  wel  his  doghter  tempred  al  the  whyle 
The  hedes  in  the  welle,  and  with  hir 

wyle  215 

She  oonched  hem  after  as  they  shnlde 

serve, 
Som  for  to  slee,  and  som  to  wonnde  and 

kerve. 

Tho  was  I  war  of  Flesannce  anon-right. 
And  of  Aray,  and  Lost,  and  Cxurtesye ; 
And  of  the  Craft  that  can  and  hath  the 

might  220 

To  doon  by  force  a  wight  to  do  folye-^ 
Disfignrat  was  she,  I  nil  not  lye  ; 
And  by  him-self,  nnder  an  oke,  I  gesse, 
Sawe  I  Delyt,  that  stood  with  Gentil- 

nesse. 
I  saw  Beantee,  withonten  any  atyr,      225 
And  Yonthe,  fal  of  game  and  lolyte, 
Fool-hardinesse,  Flatery,  and  Desyr, 
Messagerye,  and  Medo,  and  other  three — 
Ilir  names  shnlnoght  here  be  told  for  me — 


And  npon  pilers  grete  of  jasper  longe  230 
I  saw  a  temple  of  bras  y-fonnded  stronge. 

Abonte  the  temple  dannceden  alway 
Wonunen  y-nowe,  of  whiche  sonune  ther 

were 
Faire  of  hem<«elf^  and  aomme  of  hem 

were  gay; 
In    kirtels,    al    disshevele,   wente   they 

there—  235 

That  was  hir  office  alwey,  yeer  by  yere — 
And  on  the  temple,  of  doves  whyte  and 

faire 
Saw  I  sittinge  many  a  hundred  paire 

Before  the  temple-dore  ftd  soberly 
Dame  Pees  sat,  with  a  cortejoi  in  hir 

hond :  240 

And  hir  besyde,  wonder  discretly, 
Dame  Paoienoe  sitting  ther  I  fond 
With  face  pale,  upon  an  hille  of  sond ; 
And  alder-next,  within  and  eek  with- 

oute,  244 

Behest  and  Art,  and  of  hir  folke  a  ronte. 

Within  the  temple,  of  syghes  bote  as  f^r 
I  herde  a  swogh  that  gan  aboute  renne  ; 
Which  syghes  were  engendred  with  deayr. 
That  maden  evexy  auter  for  to  brenne 
Of  newe  flaume ;  and  wel  aspyed  I  thenne 
That  al  the  cause  of  sorwes  that  they 
drye  251 

Com  of  the  bitter  goddesse  Jalousye. 

The  god  Priapus  saw  I,  as  I  wente, 
Within  the  temple,  in  soverayn  place 

stonde. 
In  swich  aray  as  whan  the  asse  him 

shente  255 

With  ciye  by  night,  and  with  his  ceptre 

in  honde ; 
Ful  besily  men  gunne  assajre  and  fonde 
Upon  his  hede  to  sette,  of  sondry  hewe, 
Oarlondes  ftd  of  fresshe  fioures  newe. 

And  in  a  privee  comer,  in  disporte,     260 
Fond  I  Venus  and  hir  porter  Bicheaae, 
That  was  ful  noble  and  hautejoi  of  hir 

porte; 
Derk  was  that  place,  but  afterward  light- 

nesse 
I  saw  a  lyte,  unnethe  hit  might  be  lease. 
And  on  a  bed  of  golde  she  lay  to  reate,  265 
Til  that  the  bote  sonne  gan  to  weate. 


V.    Z$t  {pavttmtnt  of  ^outui. 


105 


Hir  fUto  Iwras  witlb  m  golden  threde 
T*bouMien  wer*,  nntreMed  am  she  lay, 
lad  naked  fro  the  bresie  onto  iho  hede 
Ma  might  hir  ec-ts ;  and,  sothly  for  to 

Hm  ramenant  wel  kevered  to  my  pay 
Ri^t  with  a  snbtil  kerchef  of  Valence, 
Ther  was  no  thikker  cloth  of  no  de- 
fence. 

Th«  place  yaf  a  thousand  savours  swote, 
AxmI  Bechus,  god  of  wyn,  sat  hir  beqyde, 
And  Geres   next,  that  doth  of  hunger 

bote:  276 

.^  M  I  aeide,  amiddes  lay  Cipryde, 
To  whfHn    on    knees  two  yonge  f(dkes 

Clyde 
To  hen  hir  help ;  but  thus  I  leet  hir  lye, 
And  ferther  in  the  temple  I  gan  espye 

Timl,  in  dispyte  uf  Diane  the  chaste,  281 
lU  many  a  bowe  y-broke  heng  on  the 

wal 
Of  Buiydens,  suche  as  gnnne  hir  tymes 

waste 
In  hir  ser^Tse  ;  and  poynted  over  al 
Of  many  a  story,  of  which  I  tonche  shal 
A  fewe.  as  of  Calixte  and  Athalaunte,  386 
And  many  a  mayde,  of  which  the  name  I 

wante ; 

Semjrramus,  Candace,  and  Ercules, 
Biblia,  Dido,  Tisbe  and  Piramus, 
Tristram.  Isonde,  Paris,  and  Achilles,  apo 
Beyne,  Cle<»patre,  and  Troilus, 
KUa.  and  eek  the  moder  of  Romulus — 
Alle  these  were  peynted  on  that  other 

syde. 
And  al  hir  love,  and  in  what  plyte  they 

dyde. 

Milan  I  was  come  ayen  into  the  place  295 
That  I  of  spak,  that  was  so  swote  and 

grene. 
Forth  welk  I  tho,  my-selven  to  solace. 
Thu  was   I   war  wher  that  ther  sat  a 

queue 
That,  as  **(  light  the  somer-sonne  shene 
PiSMth  the  sterre,  right  so  over  mesure 
She  fairer  was  than  any  creature.         301 

And  in  a  lannde,  upon  an  hille  of  floures, 
Wm  wt  this  noble  goddesse  Nature ; 


Of  braunches  were  hir  haUes  and  hir 

boures, 
Y-wrought  after  hir  craft  and  hir  mesure ; 
Ne  ther  nas  foul  that   comoth  of  en- 

gendrure,  306 

That  they  ne  were  prest  in  hir  presence, 
To  take  hir  doom  and  yove  hir  audience. 

Por  this  was  on  sejmt  Valentines  day, 
Whan  every  foul  cometh  ther  to  chese 

his  make,  310 

Of  every  kinde,  that  men  thenko  may  ; 
And   that    so   huge    a  noj-se  gan  they 

make, 
That  erthe  and  see,  and  tree,  and  every 

Uke 
So  ful  was,  that  unnethe  was  thor  space 
For  me  to  stonde,  so  ful  was  al  the  place. 

And  right  as  Aleyn,  in  tho  Pleynt  of 
Kinde,  316 

Devyseth  Nature  of  aray  and  face. 
In  swich  aray  men  mighte[n]  hir  ther 

iinde. 
This  noble  emperosse,  fhl  of  grace, 
Bad  every  foul  to  take  his  owno  place,  3-w) 
As  they  were  wont  alwey  fro  yeer  to 

yere, 
Seynt  Valontynes  day,  to  stonden  there. 

That  is  to  sey,  the  foules  of  ravyne 
Were  hyest  set ;    and  than  the  foules 

smalc, 
That  eten  as  hom  nature  wolde  encl^'ne, 
As  worm,  or  thing  of  whiche  I  telle  no 

tale ;  3^6 

But  water-foul  sat  lowest  in  tho  dale  ; 
And  foul  tliat  livoth  by  seed  sat  on  the 

grene, 
And  that  so  fele,  that  wonder  was  to 

scne. 

Tlier  mighte  men  the  royal  eglo  finde, 
That  with   his  sharpe  look  pcrceth  tho 

soune ;  33* 

And  other  ogles  of  a  lower  kindo. 
Of  which  that  clerkes  wel  devysen  c<mno. 
Ther  was  the  tyraunt  with  his  fethres 

donne 
And  greye,  I   meno  tho  goshauk,   that 

doth  pyno  335 

To  briddos  for  his  outrageous  ravyne. 
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The  (5^11  til  fauc^n,   that   ^th   hU  feet 

The  king«s  hond  ;  the  tardy  «p«rhaiik 

oke, 
The  qaaylea  foo ;  the  m&rlion  thfl.tp«yneth 
Him-solf  ful  o*t«*  tlie  larkw  for  to  mke  j 
Ther    wai    tho    douve^    with    hir    eyen 

meke ;  J4' 

The  joloris  swaiki  ayens  hJd  deth   thut 

King«th  ; 
The  oale  oek,   that  of  detto  the  bode 

brln^th  ; 

The  cmne  the  gcatuat,  with  hi*  trompea 

■oonc ; 
The  theei;  the  ohogh  ;  lUid  aek  the  jaug^ 

ling  py© ;  M5 

The    Bcorning   jny;     the    elea    too^   the 

The  fal*&  Upwuig,  fill  of  trwherje  ; 
ThtJ  BtaiT^f  that  the  ctmn^eyl  ean  bewiyo  ; 
The  tamo  rtiddcik  ;  and  the  coward  kyte  ; 
The  «jk,  tlis-t  i>rlog©  is  of  thorpea  lyte ;  5^ 

Tb©  eparow^   Veuna  aono ;   the  uigh^tiii-'^ 

ealB, 
Th^t  olopeth  forth  the  fros^he  ley«d  noTre  j 
The  awalowt  m^rdrej'  of  the  flysa  BinflJe 
Tb^t  maken  houy  of  Boures  freaahe  of 


Be  nicely  to  cbe«i  ot  for  to  take,         _^ 
By  hir  acord«  hlfl  fonnel  ijr  his  make. 

But  tfl  the  poynt— Nature  held  on  Mrm. 

bonde 
A  fonuel  eglft,  of  sbap  t bo  g^ntfleste 
That  ever  ahe  atnr^g  hir  werkes  fcmdft* 
Thp  most  beni^o  and  the  goodliwt© ; 
Ifi  hir  wft§  eveiy  v^rtu  at  his  r«fft#,      S7^ 
So  ft^rforth,   that    Katnre    hir-sclf  had 

bliue 
To  lake  on  bir»  and  ofl«  hir  bek  to  ki*t 

Xfttnrt:,  the  vicaire  of  tb^altnyghty  lorfp, 
That  hoot,  coldj  borr,  lifiht^  [and]  moist 

and  droye  3^ 

Hath  knit  by  eren  nouinbT^  of  a^orde^ 
In  esy  vqia  began  to  Hpekc?  wid  seye, 
*  Fwnlea,   tak  hMe  of   my    seateiicft,  I 

preyc, 
Andt  for  3?our  esa,  in  fiirtboritif  of  y*ar 

nedo,  ^ 

Ab  fftfite  an  I  may  spekOf  I  wol  me  spede. 

Ye  know  wel  how,  aoynt  Valpntyjies  dgy* 
By  my  Btatut  and  tluroogh   my  ^Vi«* 

nannoot 
Ye  eom«  (or  to  che^v — *nd  Hee  your  ■Pii^'^ — 
Yottr  makes,  as  I  prik  jow  with  plesanxic«. 
But  niithelofi,  my  rightfnl  onJenannco  j^o 
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hA  utheles,  in  this  eondioioan 
Hm  be  the  choys  of  everich  that  is  here, 
1W  the  agree  to  his  eleooioan,  409 

Who«>he  be  that  shidde  been  hir  fere ; 
Thii  ii  ofur  usage  alwey,  fro  yeer  to  yere ; 
And  who  so  may  at  this  time  have  his 

Ib  Uiiftil  tjrme  he  com  in-to  this  place.' 

Whh  bed  endyned  and  with  fol  humble 

chere 
TIus  rojal  tercel  spak  and  taried  nought ; 
'Unto  my  sovereyn  lady,  and  noght  my 

fere,  416 

I  chese,  and  chese  with  wille  and  herte 

sad  thooght. 
The  formel  on    your   bond   bo   wel  y- 

wronght, 
Wkot  I  am  al  and  ever  wol  hir  serve, 
Do  vhat  hir  list,  to  do  me  live  or  sterve. 

Bewching  hir  of  mercy  and  of  grace,  421 
Al  ibe  that  is  my  lady  sovereyne  ; 
Or  Jet  me  dye  present  in  this  place. 
For  oertes,  long  may  I  not  live  in  peyne  ; 
FffT  iD  m>*n  herte  is  corven  eveiy  veyne  ; 
Hsving reii-ard [aljonly  to  my  trouthe,  426 
Uy  dere  herte,  have  on  my  wo  som 
roathe. 

And  if  that  I  to  hir  be  founde  untrewe, 
Disobi>ysaant,  or  wilful  negligent, 
Araontour,  or  in  proces  love  a  newe,  430 
I  pray  to  you  this  be  my  jugement, 
Tbat  with  these  foules  I  be  al  to-rent. 
That  ilke  day  that  ever  she  mo  flnde 
To  hir  untrewe,  or  in  my  gilte  unkinde. 

And  sin  that  noon  loveth  hir  so  wel  as  I, 
Al  be  she  never  of  love  me  behette,  436 
Than   oghte   she  be  mya    thourgh    hir 

mercy. 
For  other  bond  can  I  noon  on  hir  knette. 
For  never,  for  no  wo,  ne  shal  I  lette  439 
To  Mrven  hir,  how  fer  ao  that  she  wende  ; 
8«y  what  yrw  list,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.' 

Right  as  the  fresshe,  rede  rose  newe 

Ayen  the  aomer-sonne  coloured  is. 

Bight  so  for  shame  al  wexen  gan  the 

hewe 
Of  this  formel,  whan  she  herde  al  this  ; 
S3ie  Qcyther  answerde  *wel,'  ne  seyde 
amis.  446 

E 


So  sore  abasshed  was  she,  til  that  Nature 
Seyde,  *  doghter,  drede  yow  noght,  I  yow 
assure.' 

Another  tercel  egle  spak  anoon 

Of  lower  kinde,  and  seyde,  Hhat  shal 

not  be ;  450 

I  love  hir  bet  than  ye  do,  by  seynt  John, 
Or  atte  leste  I  love  hir  as  wel  as  ye ; 
And  lenger  have  served  hir,  in  my  degree, 
And  if  she  shulde  have  loved  for  long 

loving,  454 

To  me  allone  had  been  the  guerdoning. 

I  dar  eek  seye,  if  she  me  finde  fals, 
Unkinde,  janglor,  or  rebel  any  wyse. 
Or  jalous,  do  mo  hongen  by  the  hala  ! 
And  but  I  here  me  in  hir  serv3^8e 
As  wol  as  that  my  wit  can  me  suf^jrse,  46(1 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt,  hir  honour  for  to 

save, 
Tak  she  my  lyf,  and  al  the  good  I  have.' 

The  thriddo  tercel  egle  answerde  tho, 
'  Now,  sirs,  ye  seen  the  litel  leyser  here  ; 
For  ©very  foul  cryeth  out  to  been  a-go  465 
Forth  with  his  make,  or  with  his  lady 

doro; 
And  eek  Nature  hir-self  ne  wol  nought 

hero. 
For  tarying  here,  noght  half  that  I  woldc 

seye; 
And  but  I  speko,  I  mot  for  sorwe  deye. 

Of  long  servyso  avaunte  I  me  no-thing, 
But  as  possible  is  me  to  dye  to-day  471 
For  wo,  as  ho  that  hath  ben  languisshing 
Thise  twenty  winter,  and  wel  happen  may 
A  man  may  serven  bet  and  more  to  pay 
In  half  a  yer©,al-though  hit  were  no  more. 
Than  som  man  doth  that  hath  served  ful 
yore.  476 

I  ne  say  not  this  by  me,  for  I  ne  can 
Do  no  servjTie  that  may  my  lady  plese ; 
But  I  dar  seyn,  I  am  hir  trewest  man 
As  to  my  dome,  and  fejmest  woldo  hir  ese  ; 
At  shorto  wordcs,til  that  deth  me  sese,  481 
I  wol  ben  hires,  whether  I  wake  or  winke, 
And  trowe  in  al  that  herte  may  bethinkc.' 

Of  al  my  lyf,  sin  that  day  I  was  bom. 
So  gentil  pleo  in  love  or  other  thing    485 
No  herde  never  no  man  me  befom. 
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Who-[so]  thai  h«dde  Uyser  and  oanninflr 
For  to  rehene  hir  elier*  and  hir  speking ; 
And  from  the  morwo  gan  this  speohe  laste 
Til  doonwarddrowthe  sonne  wonder  faste. 

The  nc^yae  of  fonlea  for  to  bendeliTered  491 

80  loade  Tong,  *have  doon  and  let  ns 
wonde ! ' 

That  wel  wende  I  the  wode  had  al  to- 
shivered. 

*  Come  of ! '  they  oryde,  *  alias !  ye  wil  us 
shende ! 

Whan  shal  your  cursed  pleding  have  an 
endo  ?  495 

How  shulde  a  juge  ejrther  party  leve, 

For  yoe  or  nay,  with-outen  any  preve  ?  * 

The  gooa,  the  ookkow,  and  the  doke  also 
Socryden  '  kek,  kek ! "  kukkow ! "  quek, 

quek ! '  hye, 
That  thorgh  myn  eres  the  noyse  wente  tho. 
The  goos  seyde,  *  al  this  nis  not  worth  a 

flye !  501 

Bat  I  can  shape  hereof  a  remedjre, 
And  I  wol  sey  my  verdit  faire  and  swjrthe 
For   water-foul,    who-so    he    wrooth    or 

blythe.' 

'And  I  for  worm-foul,'  seyde  the  fool 
cukkow,  505 

'  For  I  wol,  of  myn  owne  auotorit^, 
For  comune  spede,  take  the  charge  now. 
For  to  delivere  us  is  gret  charity.' 
'  Ye  may  abyde  a  whyle  yet,  parde  ! ' 
Seide  the  turtel,  '  if  hit  be  your  wille  510 
A  wight  may  speke,  him  were  as  good  be 
stille. 

I  am  a  seed-foul,  oon  the  unworthieste, 
That  wot  I  wel,  and  litel  of  kunninge ; 
But  bet  is  that  a  wightes  tonge  reste 
Than  entremeten  him  of  such  doinge  515 
Of  which  he  neythor  rede  can  nor  singe. 
And  who-so  doth,  ful  foule  himself  aoloy- 

oth, 
For  office  uncommitted  ofbe  anoyeth.' 

Nature,  which  that  alway  had  an  ore 
To  murmour  of  the  lewednes  behinde,  520 
With   faoound   voys   seide,    •  hold   your 

tonges  there ! 
And  I  shal  sone,  I  hope,  a  connseyl  finde 
You  to  deliver*,  and  fro  this  noyse  un- 

binda; 


I  juge,  of  every  folk  men  shal  oon  calle 
To  myjL  the  verdit  for  you  foulas  aJlm.'s^ 

Assented  were  to  this  oonclusioan 
The  briddes  alle  ;  and  foules  of  ravyrie 
Han  chosen  first,  by  ple3ni  eleccioun, 
The  tercelet  of  the  faucon,  to  diflyne  539 
Al  hir  sentence,  and  as  him  list,  tennyne ; 
And  to  Nature  him  gonnen  to  presente, 
Andsh*  aocepteth  him  with  glad  entente. 

The  tercelet  seide  than  in  this  manere  : 

*  Ful  hard  were  hit  to  preve  hit  by  roecion 
Who  loveth  best  this  gentil  formel  here ; 
For  everich  hath  swioh  replicacioun,  536 
That   noon    by  skilles    may  be    broght 

a-doun  ; 
I  can  not  seen  that  arguments  avayle ; 
Than  semeth  hit  ther  moste  be  batayle.' 

*  Al  redy ! '  quod  these  egles  tercels  tlux 

*  Nay,  sirs ! '  quod  he,  '  if  that  I  dorste  it 

seye,  '  541 

Ye  doon  me  wrong,  my  tale  is  not  y-do ! 
For  sirs,  ne  taketh  noght  a-gref,  I  pr^ye, 
It  may  noght  gon,  as  ye  wolde,  in  this 

weye; 
Oure  is  the  vo3rs  that  han  the  charge  in 

Hondo,  545 

And  to  the  juges  dome  ye  moten  stonde ; 

And  therfor  poes !  I  seye,  as  to  my  wit. 
Me  wolde  thlnke  how  that  the  worthieete 
Of  knighthode,  and  longest  hath  used  hit, 
Moste  of  estat,  of  blode  the  gentileste,  550 
Were  sittingest  for  hir,  if  that  hir  leste ; 
And  of  these  three  she  wot  hir-self,  I  trowo. 
Which  that  he  be,  for  hit  is  light  to 
knowe.' 

The  water-foules  han  her  hedes  loyd 
Togeder,  and  of  short  avysement,  555 

Whan  everich  had  his  large  golee  seyd. 
They  seyden  sothly,  al  by  oon  assent. 
How  that  *  the  goos,  with  hir  faoounde 

gent, 
That  so  desyreth  to  pronounce  our  nede, 
Shal  telle  our  tale,'  and  preyde  *  god  hir 

spede/  560 

And  for  these  water-foules  tho  began 
The  goos  to  speke,  and  in  hir  cakelinge 
She  seyde,  'pees!  now  tak  kepe  eveiy 
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^^  kwko&etli  'whioh  m  nmm  I  Oul 

^fj  wit  ii  ■hasp,  I  lore  no  tazyinge ;    565 
^  Mje,  I  rede  him,  though  he  were  my 

IroCher, 
^te  ihe  wol  love  him,  lat  him  love 

another!' 

'  1«  here !  a  parfit  reson  of  a  goes ! ' 
Qaod  the  tperhank  ;  *■  never  mot  she  thee ! 
I^  swich  hit  is  to  have  a  tonge  loos !  570 
^«w  parde,  fool,  yet  were  hit  het  for 

thee 
Btve  holde  thy  pees,  than  shewed  thy 

nyoete! 
Hh  lyth  not  in  his  wit  nor  in  his  wille, 
Bit  looth  is  seyd,  "  a  fool  can  noght  be 
itille."' 

1W  lav^ter  aroos  of  gentil  fonles  alle, 
And  right  anoon  the  seed-fonl  chosen 
hadde  576 

The  turtel  trewe,  and  gnnne  hir  to  hem 

calle. 
And  preyden  hir  to  seye  the  sothe  sadde 
Of  tliismatere,and  asked  what  she  radde ; 
Aad  she  answerde,  that  pleynly  hir  en- 
tente 580 
She  wolde  shewe,  and  sothly  what  she 
mente. 

*Xay,godforbede  alovershnldechannge ! ' 
The  tnrtel  se3rde,  and  wex  for  shame  al 

reed ; 
'Tbogfa    that    his    lady    ever-more    he 

strmnnge,  584 

Yet  let  him  serve  hir  ever,  til  he  he  deed  ; 
FifT  sothe,  I  preyse  noght  the  gooses  reed ; 
For  thogfa  she  deyed,  I  wolde  non  other 

make, 
I  wnl  ben  hires,  til  that  the  deth  me  take. ' 

*  Wei  Ixmrded ! '  qnod  the  doke,  *  by  my 

hat!  589 

That  men  shnlde  alwey  lovon,  caosolcs, 
Who  can  a  reson  finde  or  wit  in  that  ? 
Dannceth  he  mnry  that  is  mirtheles  ? 
Who  shnlde  recche  of  that  is  reccheles  ? 
Ye^  qnek  !  'yit  qnod  the  doke,  ftd  wel  and 

faire, 

*  There  been  mo  sterres,  god  wot,  than  a 

paire ! '  595 


'  Now  fy,  cherl ! '  qnod  the  gentil  tercelet, 
*  Out  of  the  dnnghil  oom  that  word  fhl 

right, 
Thou  canst  noght  see  which  thing  is  wel 

be-set  : 
Thou  farest  by  love  as  oules  doon  hy  light, 
The  day  hem  blent,  f\il  wel  they  see  by 

night ;  600 

Thy  kind  is  of  so  lowe  a  wrechednesse. 
That  what  love  is,  thou  canst  nat  see  no 


Tho  gan  the  cukkow  putte  him  forth  in 

prees 
For  foul  that  eteth  worm,  and  seide  bljrve, 
*  So  I,'  quod  ho,  *  may  have  my  make  in 

pees,  605 

I  recche  not  how  longe  that  ye  stryvo  ; 
Lat  ech  of  hem  be  sole3ni  al  hir  lyvo. 
This  is  my  reed,  sin  they  may  not  acorde ; 
This  shorte  lesson  nedeth  noght  recordo.' 

*•  Ye !  have  the  glotoun  fild  ynogh  his 

paunche,  6iu 

Than  are  we  wel ! '  seyde  the  merlioun  ; 
'  Thou  mordrer  of  tho  hoysuggo  on  the 

brannche 
That  broghte  thee  forth,  thou  frewtheloos 

glotoun  ! 
Live  thou  soloyn,  wormes  corrupcioun  ! 
For  no  fors  is  of  lakko  of  thy  nature  ;  615 
Go,  lewod  be  thou,  whyl  the  world  may 

dure! ' 

'  Now  pees,'  quod  Nature,  *  I  comaundo 

hero; 
For  I  have  herd  al  your  opinioun, 
And  in  effect  yet  bo  we  never  the  nere  ; 
But  fynally,  this  is  my  conclusioun,     6m 
That  she  hir-sclf  shal  ban  tho  elcccioun 
Of  whom  hir  list,  who-so  bo  wrooth  or 

blythe. 
Him  that  she  cheest,  he  shal  hir  have  as 

swythe. 

For  sith  hit  may  not  here  discussed  be 
VTho  loveth  hir  l)08t,  as  seide  the  tercelet, 
Than  wol  I  doon  hir  this  favour,  that 

she  6i6 

Shal  have  right  him  on  whom  hir  horte 

is  set, 
And  he  hir  that  his  hcrto  hath  on  lifr 

knet. 


'^yv    yi_n 


vr* 


This  jnge  I,  Nature,  for  I  nmy  not  lyiS ; 
To  noon  estat  I  have  non  other  yii.       630 

But  ns  for  counseyl  for  to  chcso  a  make, 
If  hit  were  reson,  certes,  than  wolde  I 
Counseyle  yow  the  royal  terc«l  take, 
As  seido  the  tercelet  ful  skilfully, 
As  for  the  gcntilest  and  most  worthy,  635 
\Miich  I  liavo  wroght  so  wel  to  my  ples- 

aunce  ; 
That  to  yow  oghte  been  a  suffisaancc' 

With  dredful  vois  the  formel  liir  an- 
swerde, 

*  My  rightful  lady,  goddesse  of  Nature, 
Soth  is  that  I  am  ever  under  your  yerde, 
Lyk  as  is  evericho  other  creature,         641 
And  moot  be  youres  whyl  my  lyf  may 

dure  ; 
And  therfor  grauntoth  me  my  firste  bone. 
And  myn  entente  I  wol  yow  sey  right 

sone. ' 

'  I  graunte  it  you,'  quod  she ;  and  right 
anoon  645 

This  formel  egle  si>ak  in  this  degree, 

'  Almighty  qneno,  unto  this  yeer  be  doon 

I  aske  respit  for  to  avyscn  me. 

And  after  that  to  have  my  choya  al 
tree  ; 

This  fd  And  B/pm,  that  I  wolde  speke  and 
«eye ;  6^9^ 

Yo  g^te  no  mffret  pJ-tLaugh  yo  do  to©  deye. 

I  wol  noght  Btnen  Vcnuj*  nc  Cupydo 
For  (M]the  ns  yfet^  by  no  man  ere  wty.' 

*  Now  fliu  it  may  non  other  wyao  betyde,' 
Qnoti  tho  Nature,  '  hero  is  no  toore  to 

spy ;  655 

ThtiTk  w<jld(*  I  that  ihe£te  fnulefl  wijru  it-wey 
Et-h   vifitli   his   makct  tor  tarj^ing   leiig-er 


Fro  yow  this  yoor ;  what  aft«r  s«>  liefalle« 
Tills  entremes  is  dressed  for  you  alio.'    ^\' 

And  whan  this  werk  al  broght  wiis  t«>    «" 

ende. 
To  every  foule  Nature  yaf  his  make 
By  even  acorde,  and  on  hir  wey  t'hey 

wende. 
A !  lord !  the  blisse  and  joye  that  tbey 
I  make!  66^ 

For  ech  of  hem  gan  other  in  winges  takcv 
And  with  hir  nekkes  ech  gan  other  winde, 
Thanking  alwey  the  noble  goddesse  of 

kinde. 

But  first  were  chosen  fonles  for  to  nnge, 
As  yeer  by  yere  was  alwey  hir  luaanoe 
To  singe  a  roundel  at  hir  departinge,  675 
To  do  Nature  honour  and  plesannoe. 
The  note,  I  trowc,  maked  was  in  Frannee; 
The  wordes  were  swich  as  ye  may  heer 

finde. 
The  nexte  vers,  as  I  now  have  in  minde. 

Qui  bien  airne  a  tard  oublie. 
'Now  welcom    somer,   with    thy  Bonne 
Bofte,  680 

That  hast  this  wintres  weders  ovor^hake, 
And  driven  awey  the  longe  nightes  blaka! 
^ynt    Vjil^ijtjTi^    that    art    ful    hy    <*&- 

Thus  singen  sm&le  ftmlrai  for  tl^  nskfr— 

That  haat  this  wirdret  vseders  ovir^akakB, 

Wol  hjiu  they  cause  for  t*?  glnden  ofte, 
Sith  ech  of  hf?m  recovered  hntli  hi^  makA; 
J\l1  blisfuL  may  th^  singen  whan  thtiqr 
woke  ; 
Xfnc  it^lcom  aamer^  fdCft  thy  aoime  tiqfU^  6sl» 
Thnf  hfiM  this  icinfnw  i^wdeni  ooer-thal'^-, 
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VL     A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 


I.    {In  tevemlins  gtanztu.) 

^  loo^  ni^ht,  wh*n  every  creature 

Sholde  h«ye  hir  regt  in  somwhat,  as  by 

kinde, 

Or  eOet  ne  may  hir  lyf  nat  long  endure. 

Hit  fidleth  most  in-to  my  woftil  minde 

How  I  to  fer  have  broght  my-self  be- 

binde,  5 

Thtt,  ntnf  the  deeth,  thor  may  no-thing 

melisM, 
^detespaired  I  am  from  alle  blisse. 

Tlif  tune  thoght    me   lasteth  til    the 


And  from  the  morwe  forth  til  hit  be  eve; 

Tber  nedeth  me  no  care  for  to  borwe,    10 

For  buthe  I  have  good  leyaer  and  good 

leve  ; 
Th^r  is  no  wi^^t  that  wol  me  wo  bereve 
Ti»  wepe  y-nogh,  and  wailen  al  my  fille  ; 
The  sore  spark  of  peyne  fdoth  me  spille. 

IL     (In  Tersa  Bima ;  imperfect.) 

[f  The  sore  spark  of  pejme  doth  me  spille ;] 

This  Love  hath  [eek]  me  sot  in  swich  a 

place  16 

That  uxy  desyr  [he]  never  wol  fnlfille  ; 

For  neither  pit«*o,  mercy,  neither  grace 

Can  I  nat  finde  ;  and  ffro  my  sorwfnl 

hert«, 
Fnr  to  be  deed,  I  can  hit  nat  arace.    20 
The  more  I  love,  the  more  she  doth  me 
smerte ; 
Through  which  I  see,with-oute  remedye, 
That  from  the  deeth  I  may  no  wyse 
asterte; 
[f  For  this  day  in  hir  servise  shal  I  dye]. 

IIL     {In  Teraa  Rima ;  imperfect.) 

[tTlus  am  I  slain,  with  sorwes  ful  dy- 
verse ;  35 

Ful  longe  agoon  I  oghte  have  taken 
hede]. 


Now  sothly,  what  she  hight  I  wol  re- 
herse; 
Hir  name  is  Bountee,  set  in  womanhede, 
Sadnesse  in  youthe,  and  Beautee  pryde- 

lees, 
And  Plesaunoe,  under  govemannce  and 
drede ;  30 

Hir  surname  eek  is  Faire  Rewthelees, 
The  Wyse,  y-knit  un-to  Good  Avonture, 
That,  for  I  lovo  hir,  -f  sleeth  me  giltelees. 
Hir  love  I  best,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure. 
Bet  than  my-self  an  hundred  thousand 
deel,  35 

Than  al  this  worldes  richesse  or  crea- 
ture. 
Now  hath  nat  Lov6  me  bestowed  weel 
To  lovd,  ther  I  never  shal  have  part  ? 
Alias !  right  thus  is  turned  me  the  wheel. 
Thus  am  I  slayn  with  loves  fyry  dart.   40 
I  can  but  love  hir  best,  my  swete  fo  ; 
Love  hath  me  taught  no  more  of  his  art 
But  serve  alwey,  and  stinte  for  no  wo. 

rv.    {In  ten-line  stanzaa.) 

[With}-in  my  trewe  careful  herte  ther  is 
80  moche  wo,  and  [eek]  so  litel  blis,       45 

That  wo  is  me  that  ever  I  was  bore  ; 
For  al  that  thing  which  I  desyre  I  mis, 
And  al  that  ever  I  wolde  nat,  I-wis, 

That  finde  I  redy  to  me  evermore  ; 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  me  pleyne.  50 

For  she  that  mighte  me  out  of  this 
bringe 

Ne  reccheth  nat  whether  I  wepe  or 
singe ; 
So  litel  rewthe  hath  she  upon  my  pejmc. 

Alias !  whan  sleping-timo  is,  than  I  wake, 
Whan  I  shulde  daunce,  for  fere  than  I 

quake ;  55 

[fYow  rekketh  never  wher  I  flete  or 

sinke ;] 
This  bevy  lyf  I  lede  for  your  sake, 
Thogh  ye  ther-of  in  no  wyse  hede  take, 


112 


^$e  (nitnor  {potnuL 


I+For  on  my  wo  yow  dt^jx^cth  not  to 
thinlce.]  59 

My  hoTtes  LkIj^  and  hoot  my  lyroa  qncnQ  1 
For  trewly  dorsto  I  ftoye,  aa  that  I  folo, 
Me  Bcmpth  tlmt  yonr  awete  luerto  offltelii 

Is  whetted  now  ageyuca  me  to  kolL«. 

My  dere  herte,  »nd  b«t  bolcrraft  fo^ 
Why  lykpt  h  >'ow  to  do  mo  al  thiB  wo,    65 
Whifit  hftve  f  doon  that  grevet^  T^ow',  or 
•ayd, 
But  for  I  BsrvB  And  To^b  yww  and  no  mo? 
And  wKybit  I  liva,  I  wol  +do  over  bo  ; 
And  therfor,  swetfl^  110  l>eth  nat  evil 
ftpayd. 
For  m  irood  and  go  fair  as  [tbat]  yw  b«,  71J 
Hit  were  [a]  right  gret  woudor  but  yo 

Iiadde 
Of  alio  Borvanta,  botlic  goodo  and  hadde  j 
And  loost  worthy  of  alls  hem,  I  am  hcv 

Bnt  ne^-er-the-los,  my  righto  lady  swoto, 
TluigU  that  I  hcj  uti conning  and  nnmete  75 

To  strvo  a«  I  best  coudo  ay  yonr  hy- 
neiser 
Tit  16  ther  fayner  noon,  that  wolde  I  kotflf 
Than  T,  io  do  fj^^w  eao,  or  dies  beta 

WJiat-*^^  T  wiatfl  were  to  fynw  dlstreiwe. 
And  haddi'  T  might  as  gootl  as  t  htuvo  wino, 

Thnu  fihtihiti  ya  felc  wh(*r  it  wcr  p<j  cir 


That  yo  n©  ahnl  me  from  ywnr  i 

di-yne 
That  I  nil  ay,  with  allc  my  witt«  fy-«*et 
Serve  yo  w  t  re  wly  ^  what  wo  bo  that  I  tfeJa 
For  r  ain  set  on  yow  in  swich  manert*  jn^ 
That,  thogh  ye  never  wil  upon  me  ro^ 
I  mii$to  yow  love,  ajjd  t<?vei'  he*n  M 
trewe 
As  an^  can  or  may  on-lyve  p>eii;]L 

i-Tbe  moro  that  I  love  yow,  goodly  &«, 
The*  Ifisso  findo  1  that  3-^  lo\'en  ia&'i     mj 

Alhis !  whan  tlial  that  liafd«  wit  ^ 
m(?ado  ? 
Whor  ia  now  al  ytrax  wommaijly  pit«i, 
Vonr  gentileBee  and  your  de1)':>aairt«et 

Wil   ye   no    tiling-   thetnuf   upon  mi 
Bpende  ? 
And  BO  hool,  Bweto,  aa  I  am  jonre«  aU  tio 

A.nd  so  grot  wil  aft  I  hnve  yow  to  fterfOv 

Now,  csert*8,  and  ye  icto  me  th\i5»t4snf«, 
Yit  have  ye  wonne  ther-on  bat  a  sniaL 

Forj   at  my  knowing,   1    do    fno-tbliig 

why, 
And  tbia  I  wol  heseche  yow  liert«ly,     115 
That,  tber  ever  ye  flnde,  whyl  ye  li«i, 
A  trewor  servant  to  yow  than  am  I, 
Irfvt'lli    [riiv]    tbannoi    and    flecrtli   mc 

hjtnlj  Ir. 


VIL    Mnttiba  Aiib  JSivciU. 


"3 


VIL     ANELIDA  AND  ARCITE. 


Tb«  Compleynt  of  fdre  AneHda 
and  fklsArcite. 

^KK  km  god  of  annes,  ICors  the  rede, 
llat  in  the  flrosty  ooantry  called  Trace, 
Within  tliy  grisly  temple  ftxl  of  drede 
HoQonred  art,  as  patroan  of  that  place ! 
With  thy  Bellona»  Pallas,  fnl  of  grace,   5 
Be  pretent,  and  my  song  continue  and 

At  i^y  beginning  thns  to  thee  I  ciye. 

For  hit  fnl  depe  is  sonken  in  my  minde, 
With  pitoos  herte  in  English  for  t'endyte 
TMi  olde  storie,  in  Latin  which  I  finde,  10 
Of  qnene  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
Asl  elde,  which  that  al  can  frete  and 

Me, 

if  hit  hath  freten  mony  a  nohle  storie, 
Hsth  nigh  defvonred  out  of  our  memorie. 

Bi  laTorahla  eek,  ih<m  Polymnia,  15 

On  IWnaso  thai,  with  thy  sostres  glade, 
By  Elicon,  not  fer  from  Cirrea, 
SingMtwith  Tois  memorial  in  the  shade. 
Under  the  laorer  which  that  may  not 

fcde. 
And  do  that  I  my  ship  to  haven  winne ;  30 
First    folow    I    Staoe,    and    after    him 

Corinne. 

Tk€  Story. 
lamque  dptmtmpatrmSj  Ac, ;  Statii  Thohais, 

Whan  Thesens,  with  werres  longe  and 

The  aspre  folk  of  Cithe  had  overcome, 
With  lanrer  crooned,  in  his  char  gold- 
bete,  I 
Hoocntohisoontre-hoosesisy-come; — 35 
For  which  the  pepleblisfnl,al  and  sommo,  • 
80  ciyden,  that  onto  the  sterres  hit  wente, 
▲ad  him  to  hononren  dide  al  hir  en- 
tente;~ 


Befom  this  duk,  in  signo  of  hy  victorie, 
The  trompes  come,  and  in  his  baner  large 
The  image  of  Mars;  and,  in  token  of 

gloria,  31 

Men   mighten    seen    of   tresor  many  a 

charge. 
Many  a  bright  helm,  and  many  a  spero 

and  targe. 
Many  a  fresh  knight,  and  many  a  blisful 

route. 
On  hors,  on  fote,  in  al  the  felde  abonte.  55 

Ipolita  his  wyf,  the  hardy  qnene 
Of  Cithia,  that  he  oonqneied  hadde, 
With  Emelye,  hir  yonge  snster  shene, 
F^re  in  a  char  of  golde  he  with  him  laddc, 
That  al  the  ground  aboute  hir  char  she 

spiudde  4U 

With  brightnesse  of  the  beautee  in  hir 

face, 
Fulfild  of  largesse  and  of  alle  grace. 

With  his  triumphe  and  laurer-crouned 

thus. 
In  al  the  floure  of  fortunes  yevinge, 
Lete  I  this  noble  prince  Theseus  45 

Toward  Athenes  in  his  wey  rydinge, 
And  founde  I  wol  in  shortly  for  to  bringo 
The  slye  wey  of  that  I  gan  to  wrjrte. 
Of  quene  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite. 

Mars,  which  that  through   his  furious 

course  of  yro,  50 

The  olde  wrath  of  Juno  to  falfillo. 
Hath  set  the  peplcs  hertes  botho  on  tyre 
Of  Thebes  and  Grece,   everich  other  to 

kiUe 
With  blody  speres,  no  rested  never  stille, 
But  throng  now  her,  now  ther,  among 

hem  bothe,  55 

That  everich  other  slough,  so  wor  they 

wrothe. 

For  whan  Amphiorax  and  Tydeus, 
Ipometlon,  Parthonopee  also 
Were  dede,  and  slajrn  [wasj  proud  Cam- 
panens. 
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And  whan  the  wrecchos  Thebnii*,  lipctb- 

ertn  twi>^  60 

Wero  filAyn^  Btud  Ymg  Adrtustus  hoom 

So  (li^calat  Btooi^  TlieT>eB  and  bo  bm'o, 
TliBt  no  ^'igbt  coude*  remedie  of  tiii  eiipe. 

And  whan  the  fddo  Cretm  f^an  espye 
How  tbftt  tho  blofid    roial   wm   broght 

iidr>nnt  65 

He  hehl  tho  cite  by  hb  iirnnnyipi 
And  did  thft  gt^ntib  of  that  r^gioOin 
To  been  bifl  fronde^  iLiid  dweller  in  the 

tonn. 
ftowbat  forloveof  him,  and  what  for  awiOn, 
Tlie  nithXis  folk  wer  t<f  the  tflnn«  y-drawe* 

Amoni^  al  tboao^  Ajielida  the  queue        71 
Ot'  KrEnony  wiia  in  that  toun  dwellingOi 
That  fair€*r  wa^  then  Is  tho  sonne  iheoe ; 
Tlirqtigb-out  the  wt*rbi  bo  gan  hir  name 

springe^ 
Tliat  hir  t«  iM*en  liad  every  wight  lykinge  ; 
For,  as  of  trontbe,  istber  luwin  hirliche,  76 
Of  al  tho  women  in  this  worlde  rich^ 

Yong  waj5  thii  qnene,  of  tw&nty  yeer  of 

Of  midt-d  iitAtuif^,  and  ef  HWich  fiumefl&e, 
Tiiat  nutnro  h  ad  11  joy e  b  Lr  t  o  beb  elde  ;    So 


But  ti<!ver-tho-le«  fbl  mikol  1 

Had  h«?,  er  that  ho  in%ht«<  tdthw^i 

And  swoor  ha  wold«  dy^n  for  d 

Or  from  hi*  wtt  he  m^yde  he  wcdde  twinn 

AhlJ^  the  whyle  I  for  hit  wu  lonthit  ftai| 

sinne^ 

That  she  npnn  bi»  flomw^ta  iroLd«  xewe. 
But  no-tbing  thenketli  the  fnls  osc 

the  trawo, 

Hir  fredom  fond  Airiite  in  awieb  mane™, 
That  ttl  wa»  hk  that  aho  bath,  moobfi  at 

Ivtflp 
No  to  &o  cr^atnre  naade  she  chero 
Ferther  than  that  hit  lykwl  to  Areit& ; 
Thi^r  was  no  lak  ¥ritb  wliicb  be  mi^bl* 

hir  yeyt&j  ik> 

She  VLTia  sn  ferforth  yeven  him  to  pleacv 
That  al  that  lyked  bim,  hit  did  hir  ««, 

Ther  tias  to  hir  no  maner  lettre  y^ent 
Tbnt    touched    love,    from    any    manor 

wigbt^ 
That  flbe  no  showod  Lit  him,  er  hit  w«* 

breut  ;  115 

So  pleyn  she  wsa,  and  did  hir  fdlle  might. 
That  she  nil  byden  nothinf^^  from  hir 

knight, 


liost  he  of  any  nistr^jtitbi^  hir  nphrf^vd** ; 
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Aad  wfaan  thai   ilie  was  to  hir  reste 

Wogfat, 
Oft  kim  she  thoghte  alwey  til  that  she 


IHmi  ha  was  absent,  prerely  she  weep  ; 
Ihm  liTeih  fkir  Anelida  the  qnene  139 
For  tab  Arcite,  that  did  hir  al  this  tene. 

lUi  fids  Arcite,  of  his  new-fangelnesse, 
For  she  to  him  so  lowly  was  and  trewe, 
Took  lesse  d^yntee  for  hir  stedfiewtnesse, 
Asd  sew  another  lady,  proud  and  newe, 
Asd  ri^t  anon  he  oladde  him  in  hir 

hfiwe—  145 

Wot  I  not  whether  in  whyte,  rede,  or 

grene — 
And  fklsed  fair  Anelida  the  qnene. 

Iht  nerer-the-les,  gret  wonder  was  hit 

noon 
Tka^  he  wer  fals,  for  hit  is  kinde  of 

man,  149 

Sith  Lamek  was,  that  is  so  longe  agoon, 
To  heen  in  l<n'e  as  fals  as  ever  he  can  ; 
He  was  the  firste  fader  that  began 
To  loven  two,  and  was  in  higaniye  ; 
And  he  ftmnd  tentes  first,  but-if  men  lye. 

This  fals  Arcite  snmwhat  moste  he  fe3me, 
Whan  he  wez  fals,  to  covere  his  trai- 

torye,  156 

Right  as  an  hors,  that  can  both  byte  and 

pleyne ; 
For  he  bar  hir  on  honde  of  trecherye, 
And    swoor  ho   coude    hir    donblcnesse 

capye. 
And  al  was  falsnes  that  she  to  him  mente ; 
Thos  swoor  this  theef,  and  forth  his  way 

be  wente.  161 

Alas  !  what  herte  might  endnren  hit, 
F«ir  ronthe  or  wo,  hir  sorow  for  to  telle  ? 
Or  what  man  hath  the  canning  or  the 

wit? 
Or  what  man  might  wit  h-in  the  chambro 

dwelle,  165 

If  I  to  him  rehersen  shal  the  hellc, 
That  sofTreth  fair  Anelida  the  quene 
For  ials  Arcite,  that  did  liir  al  this  tene  ? 

Hhe  wepeth,  waileth,  swowneth  pitously, 
To  gnionde  deed  she  falleth  as  a  stoon ; 
Al  crampissheth  hir  limes  crokedly,     171 
She  speketh  as  hir  wit  were  al  agoon  ; 


Other  colour  then  asshen  hath  she  noon, 
Noon  other  word  -tshe  8i)eketh  moche  or 

lyte, 

But '  mercy,  cruel  herte  myn,  Arcite  !'  175 

And  thus  endureth,  til  that  she  was  so 

mate 
That  she  ne  hath  foot  on  which  she  may 

sustene ; 
But  forth  languishing  ever  in  this  estate, 
Of  which  Arcite  hath  nother  routhe  ne 

tene  ; 
His   herte  was    elles-whero,    newe    and 

grene,  180 

That  on  hir  wo  ne  deyneth  him  not  to 

thinke. 
Him  rekketh   never  wher  she  flete    or 

sinke. 

fiis  newe  lady  holdeth  him  so  narowe 
Up  by  the  brydel,  at  the  staves  ende, 
That  eveiy  word,  he  dradde  hit  as  an 

arowe ;  185 

Hir  daunger  made  him  botho  bowe  and 

bende, 
And  as  hir  liste,   made  liim  tame   or 

wende ; 
For  she  no  graunted  him  in  hir  livinge 
No  grace,  why  that  ho  hath  lust  to  singe; 

But  drof  him  forth,   unnothe  liste  hir 

knowe  190 

Tliat  lie  was  servaunt  +to  hir  latlyshippe. 

But  lest  that  ho  wor  jiroudo,  she  hold 

him  lowo ; 
Thus  serveth  he,  withouten  fee  or  shipe, 
She  sent  him    now   to  londe,   now    to 
shippe ;  194 

And  for  she  yaf  him  daunger  al  his  fillc, 
Therfor  she  had  him  at  hir  owne  willc. 

Ensample  of  this,  ye  thrifty  wimmen  alio. 
Take  here  Anelida  and  fals  Arcite, 
That  for  hir  liste  him  *  dere  herte  '  calle, 
And  was  so  meek,  therfor  he  loved  hir 

lyte ;  aix) 

The  kinde  of  mannes  horte  is  to  dolyte 
In  thing  that  straungu  is,  also  god  mo 

save ! 
For  what  he  may  not  goto,  that  woldo  ho 

have. 

Now  tume  wo  to  Anelida  agoyn, 

That  pyneth  day  by  day  in  languisshing ; 
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But  M'hBJi  ihe  SAW  that  hir  ne  gat  no 
Iftyn,  3o6 

Upon  a  dnj-,  ful  st*rowiiiliy  woiiingr, 
Bh0  cQiSto  liir  tor  to  jomke  a  pompleyning. 
And  with  hir  owjio  hosado  she  gim  hit 

wrytt?  ; 
And  *ente  liH   ty  Hr   Theban   knight 
Arclto,  J  in 

Tbe  Complcynt  of  Anelida  the  qtieae 
upon  fals  Ardte. 

Proem. 
So  fhirletli  with  th*  pojul  of  romsm- 

Tlie  fivi^crtl   of  9orow«,  y-wlxet  witli  fals 

plesiinncGf 

Myn    lierte,   Ittor^  of  bill  and  blnJE  of 

hewt?^ 

That  turn  eel  is  in  qnaklng  al  my  dann^e, 

M^Knreteoin  ii-wlia|>eElroaT)t.«nat3iic'e ;  315 

Situ  ill t  avuiloth  not  for  io  bon  ttow^  ^ 

For  who-ao  trewcst  Ifi^  bit   alial    liir 

Tliftt  Borvetli  love  and  doth  hir  ohaenr- 
aosco 
Atwpy  to  oon^  and  chaungctli  for  no 
jicwe. 


Ht^ht  aj  hiin  li«i,  bo  ^n|;bpth  at 

And  I  no  can  niyn  harta  not 
That  T  ne  love  liim  alwe>%  never^l 
And  of  al  this  I  not  to  whom  ma 

8. 

And    shnl    I   pleyno — aljia !    the    hartUi 

Btonndo — 
Uo-to  my  ftM>  that  yaf  my  herte  a.  wolm^ 

And  jet  dediyr^b  that  myn  harm  h* 
Hiorp  ?  t4» 

Nay,  e^rt««  t  fbilher  isol  I  nevet  ftvwada 
Non  ittbor  hciLpt  ^7  Sftr&tt-  for  to  goujidA. 

My  destifien  bath  shapan  it  tvX  yot^ : 

I  wil  non  tither  niDd^yti«  n#  lore  ; 
I  wil  ben  ay  t her  I  wai  onea  hotmdCf  ni 

That  I  havo  aeid,  be  seid  for  eTer-mo»  * 

4. 

Alaa !  wh«r  i9  b«eoaui  yoar  gentiL 

Yonr  word  08  fuUe  of  pleJaunce  and  hi 

bloase  f 

Yonr  obaorrannoes  in  bo  low  mAneni, 

An  d  ^nonr  awaytin  g  and  your  b^ametce  t^ 

Upon  me^,  that  ye  oalden  yonr  nijiiatrowii^ 

Toot  fturrere^ii  l*iiy  in  this  w<»rMe  baral 

AJaa  !  and  ia  ther  n^^tber  word  ne  ch«ni 

Te  voncbtisauf  upon  myn  hovlnone? 


Lttl^l 
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To  love  a  newe,    and  been  nntrewe  ? 
nay! 
And  pntte  yow     in  sclaunder  now     and 
blame,  275 

And  do  to  me    adversitee    and  grame, 
That  love  yow  most,        god,  wel  thon 

woet  I      alway  f 

Tet  tun  ayeyn,    and  be  al  pleyn    som 

day, 

And  than  ihal  this    that  now  is  mis    be 

game,  279 

And  al  for-yive,   whyl  that  I  Hve  may. 

(Antiatrophe.) 

1. 
Lo !  herte  myn,  al  this  is  for  to  seyne. 
As  whether  shal  I  preye  or  elles  pleyne  ? 
Whiche  is  the  wey  to  doon  yow  to  be 
trewe? 
¥oT  either  mot  I  have  yow  in  my  oheyne. 
Or  witli  the  dethe  ye  mot  departe  ns 
tweyne ;  385 

Ther  ben  non  other  mene  weyes  newe  ; 
For  god  so  wialy  on  my  sonle  rewe, 
As  verfly  ye  sleen  me  with  the  peyne ; 
That  may  ye  see  unfejned  of  myn  hewe. 

2. 

¥or  thns  ferforth  have  I  my  deth  [y}- 

Boght,  390 

Hy-self  I  mordre  with  my  prevy  thoght ; 

Pot  sorow  and  routhe  of  your  nnkinde- 


I  wepe,  I  wake,  I  faste ;  al  helpeth  noght ; 

I  weyve  j<iye  that  is  to  speke  of  oght, 
I  voydo  companye,  I  flee  gladnesse ;  395 
Who  nuiy  avannte  hir  bet  of  hevinesse 

Then  I?  and  to  this  plyte  have  ye  me 
broght, 
Withoate  gilt ;  me  nedeth  no  witnesse. 

3. 

And  sholde  I  preye,  and  weyve  woman- 

hede? 
Nay !  xather  deth  then  do  so  fool  a  dede, 
And  axe  mercy  gilteles  t  what  nede  ?  301 
And  if  I  pleyne  what  lyf  that  I  lede, 
Tow  rekketh  not ;  that  know  I,  out  of 
drede; 
And  if  I  onto  3row  myn  othes  bede 


For  myn  excuse,  a  scorn  shal  be  my 

mede ;  305 

Your  chere  flooreth,  bat  hit  wol  not  sede ; 

Fnl  longo  agoon  I  oghte  have  take  hede. 

4. 
For  thogh  I  hadde  yow  to-morow  agoyn, 
I  might  as  wel  holde  Averill  £ro  reyn. 

As  holde  yow,  to  make  yow  stedfast.  310 
Almighty  god,  of  trouthe  sovereyn, 
Wher  is  the  tronthe  of  man  P  who  hath 
hit  sleyn  ? 
Who  that  hem  loveth  shal  hem  fynde 

as  fast 
As  in  a  tempest  is  a  roten  mast. 
Is  that  a  tame  best  that  is  ay  feyn        315 
To  renne  away,  when  he  is  leest  agast  ? 


Now  mercy,  swete,  if  I  misseye, 
Have  I  seyd  oght  amis,  I  preye  ? 
I  not  'f  my  wit  is  al  aweye. 

I  fiure  as  doth  the  song  of  CJiaunte-jdeure. 
For  now  I  pleyne,  and  now  I  pleye,  321 
I  am  so  mased  that  I  deye, 
Aroite  hath  bom  awey  the  keye 

Of  al  my  worlde,  and  my  good  aventnre ! 
IF  For  in  this  worlde  nis  ereatnre     335 
Wakinge,  in  more  discomfiture 
Then  I,  ne  more  sorow  endnre ; 

And  if  I  slepe  a  fdrlong  wey  or  tweye, 
Than  thinketh  me,  that  your  figore 
Before  me  stant,  clad  in  asnre,  330 

To  profren  eft  a  newe  assnro 

For  to  be  trewe,  and  mercy  me  to  preye. 

6. 

The  longe  night       this  wonder  sight      I 

drye. 
And  on  the  day    for  this  afray   I  dye,  334 
And  of  al  this    right  noght,  y-wis,    ye 
recche. 
Ne  never  mo    myn  y6n  two    be  diye, 
And  to  yonr  routhe    and  to  your  trouthe 
I  ciye. 
Butwelawey!  toferbethey  tofecche; 
Thus    holdeth  me      my  destinoe      a 
wrecche.  339 

But  me  to  rede    out  of  this  drede    or  gye 
Ne  may  my  wit,     so  weyk  is  hit,     not 
strecche. 
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Concltision, 

Than  ende  I  thus,  sith  I  may  do    no 

more, 
I  yevo  hit  up  for  now  and  ever-more  ; 

For  I  shal  never  eft  putten  in  balaunce 

My     sekemes,     n«    lemo    of    love    the 

lore.  345 

But  as  the  swan,  I  have  herd  seyd  fal 

yore, 

Ayeins    his    doth   shal    singe    in   his 

penaunco, 
So  slngo  I  here  my  destiny  or  chaunce, 


How  that  Arcite  AnelidA  so  sore 
Hath  thirled  with  the  poynt  of  r 
hrannce! 


»* 


The  tiory  continued. 
Whan  that  Anelida  this  wofbl  qnene 
Hath  of  hir  hande  writen  in  this  wyie, 
With  face  deed,  betwixe  pale  and  grene. 
She  fel  a-swowe  ;  and  sith  she  gan  to  lyie, 
And  unto  Mars  avoweth  ncrifyie       K5S 
With-in   the  temple,    with    a  wromM 

chere, 
That  shapen  was  as  ye  shal  after  here.  )L<7 


{Unfinished.) 


YITI.     CHAUCERS  WORDES   UNTO  ADAM, 
HIS   OWNE   SCRIVEYN. 


Adam  Brrivoj-n,  if  ever  it  thee  bifalle  i  So  ofte  a  dayo  I  mot  thy  werk  renswe,   , 

Bocce  or  Troihis  to  wryten  nowe,  Hit  to  oorreote  and  eek  to  mbbe  SB' 

Under  thy  lokkes  thou  most  have  the  j  scrape  ; 
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Komadar,  w«lde,  or  wood  no  liteatera 
Kt  kntw ;   the  flees  wme  of  his  former 

hewe; 
Xo  flflsh  ne  wiste  offence  of  egge  or  spere ; 
Xoeoyn  ne  knew  man  which  was  fala  or 


Ko  ihip  jit  karf  the  wawea  grene  and 

bkrwe; 
So  marrhannt  jit  ne  fette  ontlandiah 

vare; 
Xo  ftrompea  for  the  werres  folk  ne  knewe, 
Xo  toarea  heje,  and  wallea  roonde  or 

•laare. 

What  iholde  it  han  avajled  to  werreje  ?  35 
Tber  laj  no  profit,  ther  was  no  richease, 
^  coned  waa  the  t jme,  I  dar  wel  aeje, 
l^t  men  first  dide  hir  swetj  b3nBine8se 
1^  (ptbbe  np  metal,  lorkinge  in  dark- 


Aad  in  the  riveres  first  gemmes  soghte.  50 
AUm  !  than  sprong  np  al  the  cnrsednesse 
Ofcoitftjse,  that  first  our  sorwe  broghte  ! 

lUse  tjrannts  pntte  hem  gladly  nat  in 

pr«^ 
Xo-f  wildnesse,  ne  no  bosshcs  for  to  winne 
Ther  poverte  is,  as  seith  Diogenes,  55 

Iber  as  ^-itaile  is  eek  so  skars  and  thinne 
Ihat  nught  bat  mast  or  apples  is  ther- 

inne. 
lot,  ther  as  bagges  been  and  fat  vitaile, 
Iker  wol  thej  gon,  and  spare  for  no  sinne 
Tith  al  hir  ost  the  cite  for  t^assaile.     40 


Yit  were  no  paleis-chanmbres,  ne  non 

halles ; 
In  caves  and  [in]  wodes  softe  and  swete 
Slepten  this  blissed  folk  with-oato  walles, 
On  gn^as  or  leves  in  parfit  fqniete. 
No    doon    of  fetheres,    ne    no   bleched 

shete  45 

Was  kid  to  hem,   bat  in  senrtee  they 

slepte ; 
Hir  hertes  were  al  oon,  with-onte  galles, 
Everioh  of  hem  his  feith  to  other  kepte. 

Unforged  was  the  hanberk  and  the  plate  ; 
The  lambish  peple,  voyd  of  alle  vyce,     50 
Hadden  no  fantasye  to  debate. 
Bat  ech  of  hem  wolde  other  wel  cheryce  ; 
No  piyde,  non  envye,  non  avaryce, 
No  lord,  no  taylage  by  no  tyrannye  ; 
Hamblease  and  pees,  good  feith,  the  em- 
perice,  55 

[fFolfilled  erthe  of  olde  cnrte^e.] 

Yit  was  not  Japiter  the  likeroos. 
That  first  was  fader  of  delicacye, 
Come  in  this  world ;    no  Nembrot,  de- 

siroas 
To   reynen,    had   nat  maad    his  toares 

hye.  6«> 

Alias,  alias!   now  may  men  wepe  and 

cryo ! 
For  in  oar  dayes  nis  bat  covetyse 
[And]  donblenessc,  and  tresoan  and  envye, 
Po^'sonn,   manslauhtre,  and  mordre  in 

sondry  wyse.  04 


Finit  Etas  prima.    Chancers. 


X.     FORTUNE. 


Balofdet  de  vUage  mmapehUure, 

L    Lc  Pleintif  conntre  Fortune, 
■a  wreoched  worldes  transmntacioan, 
s  wele  or    wo,  now    povre    and    now 

kflDoar, 
rith-oaten  ordre  or  wys  disorecionn 
ovemed  is  by  Fortunes  erronr  ; 
at  natheles,  the  lak  of  hir  favour  5 


Ne  may  nat  don  me  singen,  though  I  dye, 
*  lay  tout  pertlu  mon  temita  et  fnon  labour  :* 
For  fynally,  Fortune,  I  theo  dcfyo  ! 

Yit  is  me  lefb  the  light  of  my  rosoun. 
To  knowen  fVond  fro  fo  in  thy  mirour.  ir 
So  muche  hath  yit  thy  whirling  up  and 

doun 
Y>taught  mo  for  to  knowen  in  an  hour. 
But  trewely,  no  force  of  thy  reddour 


I20 


Z^c  (mtnor  {potwuf. 


To  liim  thttt  frrwr  btoi-aolf  h&th  th©  nmjB- 

tryet 
My  snfEsounce  ahiil  bo  my  •oeoor  :         15 
For  lynally,  Fortune,  I  thee  dft*>e  ! 

0  Socrates  thou  ntcdfasb  diampiotui. 
She  never  migbtfl  Iks  thy  torroeotonr  ] 
Tbcm  never  drc^dJest  hir  oppreseiouiii 
Ne  in  hlr  cherc  foiindo  thou  no  wiivonr.  20 
Thon  Icnqwe  wd  dec^iit  of  hir  coloarf 
And  tliAt  bir  moat*  worabipo  U  to  lye. 

1  knowo  bir  eoJc  n  fals  diaaimtiJotxr ; 
For  ^ftlly,  Fortune,  I  thee  de5^  I 

IX  La  rcspouD&e  de  Fortune  an  Pie lutif. 
Xip   man   ia  wrecclied,   bnt  bim-Mlf  hit 

And   bi»   tlmt   hiith   him-fi&lf   hath   mxt- 

fiJiaunri?. 
'^^Tiy  tH'^i-Btow   thnnne    I  am  to   theo  so 

kene, 
Til  ft  t  linst  tiiy-self  ontof  mygovematince? 
S*y  iiiTtsi   'Gmnut  mercy  of  thyn  ha» 

biiniidATincfi 
Tbjkt  thou  hast  lent  or  this,'    Why  woH 

thua  stn^'fl?  3u 

Whjit    WDf^tow    yit,     how     I     thtf(^    wrjl 

nvanric*^  ? 


Abonto  the  wheel  with  other  miwt  tboQ 

diyvBL  ^t 

My  lore  k  bet  than  wikko  la  ihj  grw* 

And  eek  ihoa  h&it  thy  beste  fraud  Alyrt 


m. 


La  revpoimM  du  Fleintif 
coiintre  Fortune- 


Thy  lor*  I  dmiipne,  hit  ia  iidT«riite«:, 
My  frend  maystow  nat  reven,  hHiid  god- 

desw !  |D 

That  I  thy  frendos  knowe,  I  thtink«^  hit 

tboo. 
Tnk  horn  o^Eaynt  tat  hem  go  lye  on  presm  \ 
The  ue^rjye  in  keping  hir  rich^^ 
Prt;ncjAtik  k  thou  welt  bir  tour  liouyle ; 
WikJtc  Appotyt  combh  ^y  before  jGekneait; 
In  gonfeiil,  thifl  r&ule  nmy  nut  isyla,     ^ 

La.  respomue  de  Fortune  c<niiilr« 
Ifr  Flcintlf; 
Thon  pincihett  At  my  miitafailit««, 
Ftur  I  thee  lent«  u  drope  of  my  richeAse, 
And  oow  mo  lyketh  to  witb-dxavm  ma. 
Why  abn|[L«S9t<)w  my  r^ftltco  opp[«a£i«  ?  6d 
The  see  m»y  obbe  and  Row  en  mnme  or  l^soe ; 
Hie  welkne  hath  might  to  sliyiae^  rt^ti*, 
or  hayle  ; 
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XL     MERCILES  BEAUTE:    A  TRIPLE   ROUNDEL. 


I.     CaptivUy. 

Tom  j*n  two  wol  alee  xne  8o<lenly, 
Itaaj  the  beaatA  of  hem  not  snstene, 
So  wonndeth  tiit  throngh>oat  my  herte 
kene. 

And  bat  your  word  wol  helen  hastily 
Uj  htxtem  wonnde,  whyl  that  hit  la  grene, 
r<mr  fAi  two  wol  dee  ms  eodenly^  6 

i  wMythe  heauUcifhem  nottuetene. 

Tpon  my  titmthe  I  ley  yow  feithfnlly. 

That  ye  ben  of  my  lyf  and  deeth  the  quene ; 

For  with  my  deeth  the  trouthe  shal  be  sene. 

Fomr  ffn  two  woi  eUe  me  eodenly^         1 1 

/  May  the  beauU  of  hem  not  eueltne. 

So  waumdetk  hit  through-out  my  herte  kene. 

U.     Rejection. 

So  hath  yoor  beant^  fro  your  herte  chaced 

Pitee,  that  mo  ne  availeth  not  to  plejoie ; 

For  Daanger   halt   your   mercy  in  his 

cheyne.  i6 

Oiltlea  my  deeth  thus  han  ye  me  pur- 

chaced; 
I  sey  yow  sooth,  me  nedeth  not  to  feyne ; 


So  hath  your  bfiaut^  fro  your  herte  chaced 
ntee^  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne.  20 

Alias!  that  nature    hath  in  yow  com- 
passed 
So  greet  beauts,  that  no  man  may  atteyne 
To  mercy,  though  he  sterve  for  the  peyne. 
80  hath  your  beautSfh)  your  herte  chaced 
Pitee^  that  me  ne  availeth  not  to  pleyne;  25 
ForDaunger  halt  your  mercy  in  hit  cheyne, 

m.     Etcape. 
Sin  I  fro  Ix>ve  escaped  am  so  fht, 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene; 
Sin  I  am  free,  I  counte  him  not  a  bene. 

He  may  answere,  and  seye  this  or  that ;  30 
I  do  no  fors,  I  speke  right  as  I  mene. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  to  fat^ 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  hit  prison  lene. 

Love  hath  my  name  y-striko  out  of  liis 

sclat, 
And  he  is  strike  out  of  my  bokes  clene  .^5 
For  ever-mo  ;  fther  is  non  other  menc. 
Sin  I  fro  Love  escaped  am  so  fat^ 
I  never  thenk  to  ben  in  his  prison  lene ; 
Sin  I  am  free^  I  counte  him  not  a  bene.  39 


Explicit 


XII.     TO   ROSEMOUNDE.     A   BALADE. 


Xaoam K,  ye  ben  of  al  beauts  shrjme 
As  fer  as  cercled  is  the  mappomounde  ; 
For  as  the  cristal  glorious  ye  shjoie, 
And  lyke  ruby  ben  your  chekes  rounde. 
llMTwith  ye  ben  so  mery  and  so  jocounde, 
That  at  a  revel  whan  that  I  see  you 
dannee,  6 

It  is  an  njnement  unto  my  wounde, 
Tbecl^  ye  to  me  ne  do  no  daliaunce. 


For  thogh  I  wopo  of  teres  ful  a  tyne, 
Yet  may  that  wo  myn  herte  nat  oon- 

founde;  n> 

Your  tseemly  voys  that  ye  so  fsmal  <^»ut- 

twyne 
Maketh    my    thogh t   in    joj'e   and    Mis 

habounde. 
So  ourteisly  I  go,  with  lovfl  boundo. 
That  to  my-self  I  sey,  in  my  penaunce, 


I2Z 


^Se  Qllin^ir  (poenw* 


-I 


SnflyBeth  mo  in  Imre  yon,  Rflsomonnde^  15      That  I  lim  ttcwe  Triitam  Uie  Be*xraiide.  jn 


Thogh  yo  to  me  ne  do  m?  daliatmoe. 

Nftfl  jiQVer  pyk.  -wnlvru'd  in  fralautitjTio 
A^  I  in  liwe  ani  "wnlwe*!  and  y-wonndo  ; 
FoT  vrhieh  ful  oflo  I  of  Jny-ttolf  tilvyi^* 


My  lovo  may  not  refreyd  bo  nor  ^anuria ; 
I  br^nno  ay  in  &n  amoronsi  plesnixtieew 
Do  what  yon  Ilst^  I  in  I  yotur  tlm^l  ht 

Thog^ti  ye  to  m^  ne  do  no  dalumnee.      i| 
Ctiaae«r. 


XIII.     TRUTH. 


Balado  de  bon  conseyL 

Flick  ho  tbp  prees»  juid  dwoUo  with  »rttli- 

J^uftyro    iiTito    thy    goml^  ihoni^b   hit  bo 

eumi ; 
For  luiTil  hnth  hnt^,  nnd  climhiiig  tlk^- 

ncsspt 
Prc*fw*  hflth  f^n^-je^  and  wbU  Hont  ovoral ; 
Hiftvnur  no  m^.iru  tliAn  thps  biliov^  abal  j  5 
Werk  wi'l  thy-»p-lf,  thut  other  f^alk  cnnHt 

rLMie  ; 
And  tronthe  nhol  df>livi^rOf  hit  is  no  dt«d«^ 


Temiieat  thee  no^ht  ill  eroked  to  Tedresse, 


That  thw  in  Bent,  rftoeyY^  in  buxnmnaoae, 

The  wratftling-  for  tbb  WDrMo  &£eth  « 

fal.  j6 

Hor  tiis  non  hoomv  hor  ni*  but  wildae- 


Forth^  pil^rimf  forth  !     FortLf  beetsii  tfot 

of  tliy  &tnl ! 
Know  thy  contrae,  look  vtp^  IhAnk  Oiid 

of  al ; 
Halcl  the  bye  wey^  and  lat  tby  go^t  thm 

lede  :  jo 

Ajid  trontbo  sbat  dfilivnro^  bit  is  no  drt^e. 

Envoy. 

Therforo,    thou    vnche^    leva    thyn    elii 


XTTT.  t^ntf^.— zvi.  iM90ji  a  ^cogan. 
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Aid,  bat  Ids  heir  Icnm  wta^  ms  dide  he, 
H»  if  Bof^t  sentOf  thogh  he  riche  seme, 
AI  ««n  he  mytre,  croone,  or  diademe. 

TjM  mej  wel  he  heir  to  old  richesae ;    15 
But  tber  may  no  man,  as  men  may  wel  see, 


Beqnethe  his  heir  his  vertnoos  noblesse 
That  is  appropred.  unto  no  de^^ree, 
But  to  the  firste  fader  in  magestee, 
That  fmaketh  him  his  heir,  that  can  him 
qneme,  ao 

Al  were  he  mytre,  cronne,  or  diademe. 


XV.     LAK  OP  STEDFASTNESSE. 


Balade, 

SoM  ^rme  this  world  was  so  stedflstft  and 

stable, 
HuU  mannes  word  was  obligacionn, 
And  now  hit  is  so  fals  and  deoeivable. 
That  word  and  deed,  as  in  conolnsionn, 
Ben  no-thing  lyk,  for  tnmed  np  so  donn  5 
Is  al  this  world  for  mede  and  wilfhlnesse. 
That  al  is  lost  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

What  maketh  this  world  to  be  so  variable, 
But  lust  that  folk  have  in  dissensionn  ? 
Among  OS  now  a  man  is  holde  unable,  10 
Bat-if  he  can,  by  som  collusioun, 
Don  his  neighbour  wrong  or  oppressioun. 
What  caoseth  this,  but  wilftd  wrecched- 

nesse. 
That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse  ? 


Trouthe  is  put  doun,  resonn  is  holden 
fable ;  15 

Yertu  hath  now  no  dominacioun, 

Pitee  exyled,  no  man  is  merciable. 

Through  covetyse  is  blent  discrecioun  ; 

The  world  hath  mad  a  permutacioun 

Fro  right  to  wrong,  fro  trouthe  to  fikel- 
nesse,  30 

That  al  is  lost,  for  lak  of  stedfastnesse. 

Lenvoy  to  King  Richard. 
O  prince,  dosyre  to  bo  honourable. 
Cherish  thy  folk  and  hate  extorcioun  ! 
Snffre  no  thing,  that  may  be  reprevable 
To  thyn  estat,  don  in  thy  regioun.         25 
Shew  forth  thy  swerd  of  castigacionn, 
Dred  God,  do  law,  love  trouthe  and  worthi- 
nesse,  27 

And  wed  thy  folk  agein  to  sted&stnesse. 


Explicit, 


XVL     LENVOY  DE  CHAUCER  A  SCOGAN. 


To-aaoKKx  been  the  statnts  hye  in  hevene 
That  creat  were  eternally  to  dure, 
Stth  that  I  see  the  brighte  goddes  sevene 
Mow  wepe  and  wi^le,  and  passioun  en- 
dure, 
As  may  in  erthe  a  mortal  creature.  5 
Alias,  fro  whennes  may  this  thing  pro- 

eede? 
Of  whiche  arroor  I  deye  almost  for  dxede. 


By  worde  etomo  whylom  was  hit  shai)e 
That  fro  the  fifte  oerclo,  in  no  mancre, 
Ne  mighte   a  drope  of   teres  doun   es- 
cape. 10 
But  now  so  wepeth  Venus  in  hir  spere. 
That  with  hir  teres  she  wol  drenche  us 

here. 
Ailas,  Scogan  !  this  is  for  thyn  offence ! 
Thou  causest  this  deluge  of  pestilence. 
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ZU  (nitnor  ^oeme. 


Hast  thou  not  scyd,  in  hlasphcmo  of  this 

goildes,  15 

Through   pr>'dp,   or   thnmgh    thy  greie 

rakelupRsc, 
Swich  thing  as  in  the  lawo  of  love  for- 

bo«lo  i«  ? 
That,  for  thy  ln<ly  Raw  nat  thy  distresse, 
Tlicrfor  thon  yavo  hir  up  at  Micholmesse ! 
Alias,  Sc<>pin  !  of  <iMf  folk  no  yongo     20 
Was  nftvcT  erst  Scogan  hlanie<i  for  his 

tonge  ! 

Tliou  tlrowc  in  scorn  Cupydo  eek  to  reconl 
Of  thilke  rel>ol  word  that  thou  hast  spoken, 
For  which  ho  wol  no  longer  be  thy  lord. 
And,  Scogan,  thogh  his  bowo  be  nat 
broken,  25 

He  wol  nat  with  his  an^'cs  been  y-wroken 
On  thee,  no  nio,  ne  noon  of  our  figure  ; 
We  shul  of  him  have  ncythor  hurt  ne  cure. 

Now  certes,  frond,  I  <lredo  of  thyn  un- 
happo, 

Lost  for  thy  gilt  tho  wrecho  of  Ix>ve  pro- 
code  30 

On  alio  hem  that  1x*n  hore  and  roundo  of 
8ha|>c, 


That  ben  so  lykly  folk  in  lore  to  spede. 
Than  shul  we  for  our  labour  han  no  mcde : 
But  wel  I  wot,  thou  wilt  answere  and  wye: 
*  Lo  !  olde  Grisel  list  to  ryme  and  pleye !  * 

Nay,  Scogan,  sey  not  so,  for  I  m 'excuse,  36 
God  help  me  so  !  in  no  lym,  dontclees, 
Ne  thinke  I  never  of  slepe  wak  my  muse. 
That  nisteth  in  my  shethe  stille  in  peeft. 
Whyl  I  was  yong,  I  putto  hir  forth  in 
prees,  40 

But  al  shal  passe  that  men  prose  or  ryme ; 
Take  every  man  his  turn,  as  for  his  tyme. 

Envoy. 

Scogan,  that  knelest  at  the  stremes  heed ' 
Of  grace,  of  alle  honour  and  worthiness^, 
In  th*ende  of  which  streme  '  I  am  dnl  as 

deed,  45 

Forgcto  in  solitarie  wildemease ; 
Yet,  Scogan,  thenke  on  Tullios  kinde- 

nesse, 
Minno  thy  frend,  ther  it  may  fractiQre ! 
Far-wel,  and  lok  thon  never  eft  Love 

dofyo !  49 


1  I.  e.  WindtMore. 


*  I.e.  Grsnewich. 


zvm.    Z^  Cemfti^nU  of  (Penus. 
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Hull  tliee  wen  lerer  to  be  take  in  Fiyse 
ThuefttofiOleof  wedding  in  the  tiappe. 

KaToy. 

Hut  Utel  writ,  proverbes,  or  figure        35 
I  Mde  joQ,  tak  kepe  of  hit,  I  rede  : 


Unwys  is  he  that  can  no  wele  endure. 
If  thou  be  sikor,  pat  thee  nat  in  drede. 
The  Wyf  of  Bathe  I  pray  you  th^t  ye  rede 
Of  this  matere  that  we  have  on  honde.  30 
God  grannte  you  your  lyf  frely  to  lode 
In  fredom ;  for  ful  hard  is  to  be  bonde. 


ExplicU. 


XVHL  THE  COMPLEYNT  OF  VENUS. 


X    {The  Lowr'B  worihine$».) 

Tub  nis  so  hy  comfort  to  my  plesaunce, 
Whan  that  I  am  in  any  hevineese, 
As  Ibr  to  have  leyser  of  remembraunce 
['pon  the  manhod  and  the  worthinene, 
rpon  the  tronthe,  and  on  the  8ted£ftstnesse 
Of  him  whoe  I  am  al,  whyl  I  may  dure  ;  6 
Ther  ogfate  blame  me  no  creature, 
Fur  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

In  him  is  bountee,  wisdom,  govemaunce 
Wei  more  then  any  mannes  wit  can  gesse ; 
Fur  grace  hath  wold  so    forforth   him 
avaunoe  11 

That  Mf  knighthode  he  is  parfit  richesse. 
H«inoar  honoureth  him  for  his  noblesse ; 
Th«rto  so  wel  hath  formed  him  Nature, 
That  I  am  his  for  ever,  I  him  assure,      15 
Fur  every  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

And  not-withstanding  al  his  suffisaunce, 
His  gentil  herte  is  of  so  greet  humblesso 
Tu  me  in  worde,  in  werke,  in  contenaunce. 
And  me  to  serve  is  al  his  besineese,  10 
That  I  am  set  in  verrey  sikemesse. 
Thus  ogfat«  I  blease  wel  myn  aventure, 
Sith  that  him  list  me  scrven  and  honoure ; 
For  e^-eiy  wight  preiseth  his  gentilesse. 

II.    (Dimjui^ude  caused  hy  JeaUmty,) 

X<iw  certes.  Love,  hit  is  right  oovenable 
That  men  ful  dere  bye  thy  noble  thing,  26 
As  wake  a>bedde,  and  iasten  at  the  table, 
Wsping  to  laughe,  and  singe  in  oom- 

plqrning, 
Aad  doon  to  caste  visage  and  loking. 


Ofben  to  chaungen  hewe  and  contenaunce, 
fPleyne  in  sloping,  and  dremon  at  the 
daunce,  51 

Al  the  rovers  of  any  glad  feling. 

Jalousye  be  hanged  by  a  cable  ! 
She  wolde  al  knowe  through  hir  espying ; 
Ther  doth  no  wight  no-thing  so  resonable, 
That  al  nis  harm  in  hir  imagening.       36 
Thus  dere  abought  is  love,  in  yoving, 
Which  ofte  ho  yiveth  with-oute  ordin- 

aunco. 
As  sorow  ynogh,  and  litel  of  plesauncc, 
Al  the  rovers  of  any  glad  feling.  40 

A  litel  tjrme  his  yift  is  agreable. 
But  ful  encomberous  is  the  using  ; 
For  sotol  Jalousye,  the  docejrvablo, 
Ful  often-tymo  causoth  destonrbing. 
Thus  bo  wo  ever  in  dredo  and  suflforing, 
In  nouncortojoi  we  languisshe  in    pen- 

aunce,  46 

And  han  ful  often  many  an  hard  mes- 

chaunco, 
Al  the  revere  of  any  glad  feling. 

III.     {Satief actum  in  C\m8tancy.) 

But  ccrtcs,  Ix)ve,  I  soy  nat  in  such  yfye/b 
That  for  t'cscnpo  out  of  your  lace  I  mente ; 
Forlso  longo  have  been  in  yourservyse  51 
That  for  to  leto  of  wol  I  never  assonte  ; 
No  force  thogh  Jalousye  me  tormente  ; 
Suffyceth  m©  to  seo  him  whan  I  may,    54 
And  thorforo  certes,  to  myn  ending-day 
To  love  him  best  no  shal  I  never  repente. 

And  certes.  Love,  whan  I  mo  wel  avyse 
On  any  estat  that  man  may  represente, 
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V^^i  (niinor  Q|>oem6. 


Than  have  ye  maked  me,  through  your 

fVanohjse, 
Cheee  th^  best  that  ever  on  erthe  wente. 
Now  love  welf  herte,  and  look  thou  never 

stente ;  6i 

And  let  the  jelons  pntte  hit  in  assay 
That,  for  no  pejme  wol  I  nat  sey  nay  ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 

Herte,  to  thee  hit  oghte  y-nogh  snfiyse  65 
That  Love  so  hy  a  grace  to  thee  sente, 
To  chese  the  worthiest  in  alle  wjrse 
And  most  agreable  onto  myn  entente. 
Seche  no  farther,  ne3rther  w^  ne  wentei, 
Sith  I  have  snffisannce  unto  my  pay.    70 
Thus  wol  I  ende  this  oompleynt  or  lay ; 
To  love  him  best  ne  shal  I  never  repente. 


I«6iivoy« 

Princess,   reo^yveth  this   oompleynt  in 

gree, 
Unto  your  excellent  benignitee 

Direct  after  my  litel  snffisaonee.        75 
For  eldf  that  in  my  spirit  dolleth  me. 
Hath  of  endyting  al  the  soteltee 
Wei   ny  bereft    out   of   my   remem- 

brannce; 
And  eek  to  me  hit  is  a  greet  pen- 
aunce, 
Sith  rym  in  Bnglish  hath  swich  scarsitee. 
To  folowe  word  by  word  the  onriositee  81 
Of  Graonson,  floor  of  hem  that  make 
inFraonce. 


XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  OF  CHAUCEE  TO  HIS 
EMPTY  PURSE. 


To  yon,  my  pnrse,  and  to  non  other  wight 
Compleyne  I,  for  ye  be  my  lady  dere  ! 
I  amso  sory,  now  that  ye  be  light ; 
For  oertes,  bat  ye  make  me  hevy  chere, 
Me  were  as  leef  be  leyd  np-on  my  here ;  5 
For  whiche  xin-to  your  mercy  thus  I  crye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

Now  voncheth  saof  this  day,  or  hit  be 

night, 
That  I  of  yon  the  blisfal  soon  may  here. 
Or  see  your  colour  lyk  the  sonne  bright, 
That  of  yelownesse  hadda  never  pere.    1 1 
Te  be  my  lyf,  ye  be  myn  hertes  stere, 
Quene  of  comfort  and  of  good  oompanye : 
Beth  hevy  ageyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye  ! 


Now  purs,  that  be  to  memy  lyves  light,  15 
And  saveoor,  as  doun  in  this  worlde  here. 
Out  of  this  tonne  help  me  through  ycmr 

might,  ' 

Sin  that  ye  wole  nat  been  my  treeoirare ; 
For  I  am  shave  as  nye  as  any  frerew 
But  yit  I  pray  un*to  your  onrte^ye  :       ao 
Beth  hevy  agoyn,  or  elles  mot  I  dye ! 

LeiiToy  da  Chancer. 

O  oonqaeronr  of  Bmtas  Albioon ! 
Which  that  by  lyne  and  free  eleocioan 
Ben  vemy  king,  this  song  to  yon  I  sends ; 
And  ye,  that  mowen  al  our  harm  amende. 
Have  minde  np-on  my  sapplioacioan  !  36 


XX.      PROVERBS. 

Proverbe  of  Chancer. 


I. 


What  shul  thise  clothes  fmany-fold, 
Lo  !  this  bote  somers  day  ? — 

After  greet  heet  oometh  cold  ; 
No  man  caste  his  pilche  away. 


n. 


Of  al  this  world  the  wyde  oompas 
Hit  wol  not  in  myn  armes  tweyne.- 

Who-so  mochel  wol  embrace 
litel  therof  he  shal  distreynsu 
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[TkeJbUowiitg  Poem$  are  aUo  probably  gemtine  ;  but  are  placed  here 
ftr  lack  <if  external  evidence.] 


XXL    AGAINST  WOMEN  UNCX)NSTANT. 


Balade. 

•KuuMB,  for  yoar  new^fangeHneme, 
M§aj  a  Mrvaont  have  ye  put  out  of  grace, 
I  take  mj  lere  of  yoor  unttediBStiLeue, 
For  wel  I  wot,  whyl  ye  have  lyves  space, 
F^eannotloyeftilhalfjreerinaplaoe;  5 
To  newo  thing  yxna  Inst  is  ever  kene  ; 
a  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 
grene. 

U^t  as  a  miroor  nothing  may  enpresse, 
lot,  li^tly  as  it  oometh,  so  mot  it  pace, 
o  fiftreth  yonr  love,  yonr  werkes  bereth 


"hmr  is  no  feith  that  may  yonr  herte  en- 
brace; 


Bnt,  as  a  wedercok,  that  tnmeth  his  face 
With  every  wind,  ye  fare,  and  that  is 

sene; 
In  stede  of  blew,  thns  mi^  ye  were  al 

grene. 

Ye  might  be  shiyned,  for  yonr  brotelnesse, 
Bet  than  Daly  da,  Croseide  or  Candace ;  1 6 
For  ever  in  channging  fstant  yonr  siker- 

nesse. 
That  tache  may  no  wight  fro  yonr  herte 

araoe ; 
If  ye  lose  oon,  yo  can  wel  tweyn  pnrchace  ; 
Al  light  for  somer,  ye  woot  wel  what  I 

mene,  ny 

In  stede  of  blew,  thus  may  ye  were  al 

grene. 


Explicit 


XXIL    AN   AMOROUS  COMPLEINT.     (COMPLEINT 
DAMOURS.) 

Which  hath  on  me  no  mercy  ne  no  rewthe 
That  love  hir  best,  but  sleeth  me  for  my 
trewthe. 

Can  I  noght  doon  ne  seye  that  may  yow 

fFor  certes,  now,  alias!  alias!  the  whyle! 
Yonr  plesannce  is  to  laughen  whan  I 
syke,  lu 

And  thns  ye  me  fVom  al  my  blisse  ezyle 


Compleint,  made  at 
Windsor. 
I1  VR1CH    that    am    the    sorwefnlleste 

Btan 
1^  in  this  world  was  ever  jrit  livinge, 
^  Isest  reooverer  of  him-selven  can, 
NpiUM  tthns  my  deedly  compleiningo 
^  lur,  that  may  to  lyf  and  deeth  me 

W»«^  5 
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Thor  never  nmn  on  lyve  mighto  &sterte  ; 
This  liava  I  for  I  lovfi  yon^  awete  berte ! 

Scmtli  is,  tliat  wi?l  I  wout^  Ijjt  l^^kUneaflti^ 
If  tlmt  it  TAHTB  tLiu|f  poaaiblGi  to  do         16 
T'atwmpte  ytiiire  buut**©  aiQtL  giKBlne^se, 
I  liftTP  no  wonder  thogli  yo  do  nio  wo  ; 
SIth  If  th'iiiawortliityatthaCxnAyiydo  or  go^ 
Durst u  mar  thiuki>ii  in  po  h j  a  place^    so 
Wliat  wund^r  iji,  tho|fh  ye  do  mo  no  gm<»f 

Allfta  J  thus  if*  my  Ij-f  bfODght  to  an  ende. 
My  deeth,  I  s«s,  is  my  condtwiouti ; 
1  uuij  wel  singflf  '  in  s*)Ty  tyme  1  np«ftdB 
Sly  lyf ; '  ihtkt  eutjgtnfty  have  conftiii^jtui ! 
For  mortryT  pitfte,  and  detp  aifec^ciotm,  26 
I  sey  Ibr  me^  for  al  my  deedly  eJatire^ 
AU«  thi^  didtiu,  in  tliat,  me  l«vo  yOi^  dere. 

And  in  thi»  w>iw  und  in  dispflLyjie  T  live 
In  ln\^  ;  nny,  but  in  djai^nyr^  I  dye  *      30 
But  shal  1  thua  [to]  yow  my  deetli  fur-give, 
Tbat  ejineeles  doth  me  tliis  BOrow  drye  P 
Ye,  certeBi  T  !  For  bIio  of  my  folyo 
Hatli  nouglit  to  done,  nltbongh  she  do  me 

Hit  ia  nat  -wiih  hir  wil  tbat  I  bir  serre !  35 

Than  «itb  I  ftm  of  my  srjrowo  the  cause 
And  niiYi  ttiat  I  bav«  this,  witbouie  hir 

reed, 
Hi  an  nmy  I  fleyu,  right  sbortly  in  ftcbfctiaet 
It  ifl  no  blamo  nnto  bir  wtimanbeod 
Thougli  irivicb  a  wreccbe  as  I  be  for  hir 

c]eed  ;  40 


Wliy  that  aho  lefto  pit*  &i  bebinde'* 
It  was,  y-wia,  a  groipt  ilcfante  iii  kintf*- 

Ylt  is  al  thtA  no  l^k  to  hir,  pardeet^ 
But  god  or  nature  sore  woldo  I  btszo?  r 
For,  though  she  shewe  uo  pite  untfi  b**^ 
Sitben  tbat  sbedoth  others  mentheiitf**^ 
I  ne  onghte  to  despyse  my  hkdicfl  goen ;  "' 
It  is  hir  ploy  to  I^n^hen  whan  men  lyietl"- 
And  I  OMente,  id:  tbat  b  ir  list  and  If  k«tb  ■ 

Yit  wolde  I,  as  I  dar,  with  sorweful  bert* 
Eisoche  un-to  your  meke  womanbede  65 
That   I  now    dorste  my   sharpe  Jftfw«i  ^ 

Emerte 
She  we  by  worde,  tbat  yo  wtilde  imfliiaiij 
Tlie  pleynte  of  me,  tbe  wblch  M  i 

drede 
Tlvftt  I  have  aeid  hei^  tbromgb  tnyauA*^ 

conntnge, 
In  atiy  w&nie  to  your  di£pleiiiig«,         ;u 

Lothest  of  anything  tbat  eve4-  wma  loth 
Were  me^  as  wiuly  god  my  sonle  save  ! 
To  styn  a  tbiuf^  througb  which  ye  migbl 

be  wroth  ; 
And,  to  that  day  that  I  be  l*yd  io  gmvm 
A  trewor  servaunt  sbnlle  yfi  tiever  haw  j^ 
And,  tbongh  that  I  on  yow  have  pley 

hero, 
Forgiveth  it  tna,  niyu  owne  lady  dncv  I 

Ever  hskVG   1  been,  and  ibaLi.  bownpo  1 

wen  do, 
Outlier  to  live  or  dye,  your  humbio  trvwc ', 
Yo  beoii  to  me  my  piitninj^  j:Liiil  iiiyii  emit. 
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XXTTL     A  BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNT. 

1^  it  9dd/tA  a§  being  a  good  example  of  a  Compleynt  in  Chaacer's  style.] 


^^o^VLim  na  oonde,  ne  might  myn  herte 

■wsr 
^Pcjmeg  lulye,  ne  what  torment  I  have, 
'*0^(b  Uui  I  sholde  in  your  presence 

fcwever, 
^^utet  lady,  aa  wisly  he  me  save 
'^  boontee  made,  and  bentee  list  to 


^;var  persona,  and  bad  hem  bothe  infere 
W  t  swayte,  and  ay  be  wher  ye  were. 

ii  viily  he  gye  alle  my  joyes  here 
M  lam  yoares,  and  to  yow  sad  and  trewe, 
Aad  ye,  my  lyf  and  cause  of  my  good 
dieie,  10 


And  deeth  also,  whan  ye  my  pe3mes  newe, 
My  worldes  joye,  whom  I  wol  serve  and 

sewe, 
My  heven  hool,  and  al  my  soifisaance, 
Whom  for  to  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce. 

Besechi^g  yow  in  my  most  humble  wyse 
Taccepte  in  worth  this  litel  povre  dyte,  16 
And  for  my  tronthe  my  service  nat  de- 

spyse, 
Myn  observaunce  eek  have  nat  in  despyte, 
Ne  yit  to  long  to  sufifren  in  this  plyte ; 
I  yow  beseche,  myn  hertes  lady,  here,  20 
Sith  I  yow  serve,  and  so  wil  yeer  by 

yere. 


XXIV.     WOMANLY  NOBLESSE. 

[Thi§  genuine  poem  woe  Jlret  printed  in  June,  1894.] 


Balade  that  Chancier  made. 

Su  hath  my  herte  caught  in  r^mombraunce 

Yuar  beant6  hooL,  and  stedfast  govem- 

aanc«, 

Yoor  vertnes  all6,  and  your  hy  noblesse, 

That  you  t**  serve  is  set  al  my  plesaunce ; 

Sv  wel  me  lykth  your  womanly  conten- 

aonre,  5 

Y«ar  Areashe  feturea  and  yawc  com- 

lliat,  whyl   I  live,   my   herte  to  his 


T«ia  hath  ftil  chose,  in  trewpers^veraunoe, 
Xever  to  chaunge,  for  no  maner  dia- 


Aml    sith    I    [yxm]    thai    do    this    ob- 
sen>-annce  10 

Al  my  lyf,  withouten  displesaunoe, 

1*00  for  to  serve  with  al  my  besinesse, 
TakMh  me,  lady,  in  your  obeisaunce] 
Afkd  Lave  me  sumwhat  in  your  souven- 

My  wofnl  herte  suffreth  greet  duresse;  15 
And   [It*^]  how  humbl[el]y,  with    id 


My  wil  I  04Snforme  to  your  ordenaunce, 
As  you  best  list,  my  peynes  f  to  redresse. 

Considring  eek  how  I  hango  in  balaunce 
In    your    servyc^;    swich,    lo!    is    my 
chaunce,  au 

Abyding  grace,  whan  that  your  gentil* 
nesse 
Of  my  gret  wo  list  doon  allogeaunce, 
And  with  your  pitd  me  som  wyse  avaunce. 
In  ful  rebating  of  my  hevinesse ; 
And  think  f  res6un,  that  wommanly 
noblesse  2$ 

Shuld  nat  de83rre  f  for  to  doon  entrance 
Ther-asshe  findeth  noon  unbujEumnesse. 

Lenvoye. 

Auctour  of  norture,  lady  of  plesaunce, 

Soveraine  of  beauts,  flour  of  womman- 

hcde. 

Take  yo  non  hcde  unto  myn  ignoraunce,  .^ 

But  this  recey\'oth  of  your  goodlihodo, 

Thinking    that    I    have    caught    in    re- 

membraunce 
Your  beauts  hool,  your  stedfast  govem- 
aunoe. 


BOETHIUS    DE    CONSOLATIONE 
PHILOSOPHIE. 


BOOK    I. 


Jkipcnte  pertffL 

Allar  !  I^  woping^  nni  conitrehied  t& 
bigjnnen  vera  of  sorowful  matero,  tlmt 
whylqm  in  flor|,'?cbiiiR  i»tudio  mode  dcUt- 
rtlilu  dit«!e«.  Fitr  lo  I  rendins^  Mos&s  of 
3  poetes  CDdjion  tQ  too  thitigcd  to  ba 
writijn  ;  imtl  dn^ry  vcrs  of  wrecchcdneBSO 
wcteti   my  fsao    with   verray  teroa.     At 


hir  deeeyvftUe  c^eni  to  m«-wix^ 
unpitoiM  lyf  djmwotli  a-lotiB-  nn^ 
dwellinges  in  me,  O  ye,  my  frendo 
orwb^rtoaviiQntede  ye  me  to  lieiLW 
I  for  bo  that  hutli  faUea  stood 
eitdbfaat  degree^ 

Fkd3e  I.     Bee  dum  mtcvm  tacUtt 
rejmtan  m, 

Wbylo  that  I  stlllo   r&corrledi 


^oiUxM.    ($008  I :  (mefoe  n. 


i3» 


25  hadde  woven  with  hir  owene  hondes,  as 
I  knew  wel  after  by  hir-eelf,  declaringe 
and  ahewinge  to  xne  the  beautee;  the 
whicbe  clothes  a  derknesse  of  a  forleten 
and  dispysed  elde  hadde    dnsked    and 

joderked,  as  it  is  wont  to  derken  bi- 
smokede  images.  In  the  nethereste 
hem  or  bordore  of  thise  clothes  men 
redden,  y-woven  in,  a  Grekissh  P,  thai 
dgmi/^fetk  the  ly/Actif;  and  aboyen  that 

35  l0fctre,  in  the  beyeste  bordore,  a  Grekissh 
T,  that  gignifyelh  the  lyf  Cofdemplatif. 
And  In-twizen  these  two  lettres  ther 
weren  s^yn  degrees,  nobly  y-wroght  in 
manere  of  laddres ;   by  whiche  degrees 

40  men  mighten  cUmben  fro  the  nethereste 
lettre  to  the  nppereste.  Natheles,  handes 
df  some  men  hadde  oorven  that  cloth 
by  Tiolenoe  and  by  strengthe ;  and 
ereriche  m*n  of  hem  hadde  bom  awey 

45  swiche  pecea  aa  he  mighte  geten.  And 
forsothe,  this  forseido  woman  bar  smale 
bokes  in  hir  right  hand,  and  in  hir  left 
hand  she  bar  a  oeptre.  And  whan  she 
■ay  thise  poetical  Moses  aprochen  aboote 

90  my  ^>ed,  and  endytinge  wordes  to  my 
wepinges,  she  was  a  litel  amoved,  and 
^owede  with  oroel  eyen.  *  Who,'  qood 
she,  *  hath  snffred  aprochen  to  this  syke 
man  thise  oomone  strompetes  of  swich 

55a  place  that  men  clepen  the  theatre? 
The  whiche  nat  only  ne  asswagen  nat 
hise  sorwes  witli  none  remedies,  hot  they 
wolden  feden  and  norisshen  hem  with 
•wete  venim.      Forsothe,  thise  ben  tho 

60  that  with  thomes  and  prikkinges  of 
talents  or  affeccioons,  whiche  that  ne 
b«i  no-thing  firoctefyinge  nor  profitable, 
destn^en  the  00m  plentevoos  of  froites 
of  resonn ;   for  they  holden  the  hertes 

65  of  men  in  usage,  bat  they  ne  delivere 
nat  folk  fro  maladye.  Bot  if  ye  Muses 
hadden  withdrawen  tto  me,  with  yoor 
flateryes,  any  uncunninge  and  unprofit- 
able man,  as  men   ben  wont  to  finde 

;ooomonly  amonges  the  i)oeple,  I  wolde 
vene  si^re  the  lasse  grevously ;  for-why, 
in  swiche  an  unprofitable  man,  myn 
ententes  ne  weren  no-thing  endamaged. 
But  ye  withdrawen  ffrom  me  this  man, 

75  thai  hath  be  norisshed  in  the  studies  or 


scoles  of  Eleaticis  and  of  Achademicis  in 
Orece.  But  goth  now  rather  awey,  ye 
mermaidenes,  whiche  that  ben  swete  til 
it  be  at  the  laste,  and  sufi'reth  this  man 
to  be  cured  and  heled  by  myne  Muses,'  8u 
that  is  to  eeyn^  hy  notejitl  sciences.  And 
thus  this  companye  of  Muses  y-blamed 
oasten  wrothly  the  chere  dounward  to 
the  erthe;  and,  shewinge  by  reednesse 
hir  shame,  they  passeden  sorowi'oUy  the  85 
threshfold.  And  I,  of  whom  the  sights, 
plounged  in  teres,  was  derked  so  that 
I  ne  mighte  not  knowen  what  that 
womman  was,  of  so  imperial  auctoritee, 
I  wex  al  abaisshed  and  astoned,  and  caste  9" 
my  sighte  doun  to  the  erthe,  and  bigan 
stille  for  to  abyde  what  she  wolde  don 
afterward.  Tho  com  she  ner,  and  sette 
hir  doun  up-on  the  uttereste  comer  of 
my  bed ;  and  she,  biholdinge  my  chere,  95 
that  was  oast  to  the  erthe,  bevy  and 
grevous  of  wepinge,  compleinede,  with 
thise  wordes  that  I  shal  seyen,  the  per- 
turbacioun  of  my  thought. 

Metrk  IL    lieu  qttam  precipiti  mersa 
pro/undo. 

*  Alias !  how  the  thought  of  man,  dreint 
in  over-throwinge  deepnesse,  dulleth,  and 
forleteth  his  propre  cleemesse,  mintinge 
to  goon  in-to  foreine  darknesses,  as  ofte 
as  his  anoyous  bisinesse  wexeth  with-  5 
oote  mesure,  that  is  driven  to  and  fro 
with  worldly  windes  !  This  man,  that 
whylom  was  free,  to  whom  the  hevene 
was  open  and  knowen,  and  was  wont 
to  goon  in  heveneliche  pathes,  and  saugh  10 
the  lightnesse  of  the  rede  sonne,  and 
saogh  the  sterres  of  the  colde  mone,  and 
whiche  sterre  in  hevene  useth  wandering 
recourses,  y-flit  by  dyverse  si)ere8 — this 
man,  overcomer,  hadde  comprehended  15 
al  this  by  noumbre  ofacountinge  in  astro- 
nomye.  And  over  this,  he  was  wont  to 
seken  the  causes  whennes  the  souning 
windes  moeven  and  bisien  the  smothe 
water  of  the  see  ;  and  what  spirit  tometh  au 
the  stable  hevene ;  and  why  the  sterre 
aryseth  out  of  the  rede  eest,  to  fallen  in 
the  westrene  wawes ;  and  what  atempreth 
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the    lusty  honres  of   the    firste    somcr 

95  sesoon,   that  highteth  and  apparaileth 

the  erthe  with  rosene  flowreg ;  and  who 

maketh  that  plentevoose  antompne,  in 

fnlle  yeres,   fleteth    with    hevy    grapes.* 

And  eek  this  man  was  wont  to  telle  the 

30  dyverse    causes    of   nature    that  weren 

y-hidde.    Alias  !  now  lyeth  he  ompted  of 

light  of  his  thought ;  and  his  nekke  is 

pressed  with  hevy  cheynes  ;  and  hereth 

his  chore  enclyned  adoun  for  the  grete 

35  weighte,  and  is  constreined  to  looken  on 

the  fool  erthe ! 


Phosk  n.    Set  medicine^  inquU,  iempu$ 
at. 

But  tyme  is  now,'  quod  she,  '  of  medi- 
cine more  than  of  oompleinte.'  Forsothe 
than  she,  ontendingo  to  me-ward  with 
alio  the  lookinge  of  hir  oyen,  seide . — *  Art 
5  nat  thou  ho,'  quod  she,  '  that  whylom 
y-norisshed  with  my  milk,  and  fostered 
with  myne  metes,  were  escaped  and 
comen  to  corago  of  a  parfit  man  ?  Certes, 
I  yaf  thee  swiche  armures  that,  yif  thou 

10  thy-self  ne  haddest  first  cast  hem  a-wey, 
they  shulden  han  defended  thee  in  siker- 
nesse  that  may  nat  hen  over-oomen. 
Knowest  thou  me  nat?  Why  art  thou 
stille  ?    Is  it  for  shame  or  for  astoninge  ? 

15  It  were  me  lover  that  it  were  for  shamo  ; 
but  it  semoth  me  that  astoninge  hath 
oppressed  thee. '  And  whan  she  say  me 
nat  only  stille,  but  with-outen  office  of 
tunge  and  al  doumb,  she  leide  hir  hand 

2t>  softely  upon  my  brest,  and  seide  :  '  Here 
nis  no  peril,'  quod  she  ;  '  he  is  iaUen  into 
a  litargie,  whiche  that  is  a  comune 
sykenes  to  hertes  that  ben  deceived.  He 
hath  a  litel  foryeten  him-self,  but  certes 

25  he  shal  lightly  remembren  him-self,  yif 
so  be  that  he  hath  knowen  me  or  now ; 
and  that  he  may  so  don,  I  wil  wypen 
a  litel  his  eyen,  that  ben  derked  by  the 
doude  of  mortal  thingos.'    Thise  wordes 

3(1  seide  she,  and  with  the  lappe  of  hir  gar- 
ment, y-pljrted  in  a  frounce,  she  dryede 
myn  eyen,  that  weren  fulle  of  the  wawes 
of  my  wepinges. 


Mktbe  nX.     Tunc  me  dUcuua  UgvmaU 
node  tenebrt. 

Thus,  whan  that  night  was  disciused 
and  chasod  a-wey,  derknesses  forlollen 
me,  and  to  myn  eyen  repeirede  ayein  hir 
firste  strengthe.  And,  right  by  enstumi^ 
as  the  Sonne  is  hid  whan  the  sterres  ben  5 
olustred  {that  it  to  teyn^  whan  aterrea  ben 
covered  icUh  doudee)  by  a  swifle  winde 
that  highte  Chorus,  and  that  the  firma- 
ment stant  derked  by  wete  ploongy 
cloudes,  and  that  the  sterres  nat  apperen  10 
up-on  hevene,  so  that  the  night  semeth 
sprad  up-on  erthe  :  yif  thanne  the  wind 
that  highto  Borias,  y-sent  out  of  the  oaves 
of  the  contree  of  Trace,  beteth  this  night 
{that  it  to  Myn,  duueth  it  o-wvy),  and  15 
descovereth  the  closed  day :  than  shyneth 
Phebus  y-shaken  with  sodein  light,  and 
smyteth  with  his  hemes  in  mervelinge 
eyen. 


Pbose  in. 


Jlaud  dliter  triatide  nebulii 
distdutiM. 


Right  so,  and  non  other  wyse,  the 
cloudes  of  sorwe  dissolved  and  don  a-wey, 
I  took  hevene,  and  receivede  minde  to 
knowen  the  face  of  my  fysicien  ;  so  that 
I  sette  myn  eyen  on  hir,  and  fastnede  my  5 
lookinge.  I  beholde  my  norioe  Philo* 
Sophie,  in  whos  houses  I  hadde  conversed 
and  haunted  tro  my  youthe  ;  and  I  seide 
thus.  *  O  thou  maistresse  of  alle  vertuea, 
descended  from  the  soverein  sete,  why  ic 
artow  comen  in-to  this  solitarie  place  of 
myn  oxil?  Artow  comen  for  thou  art 
maked  coupable  with  me  of  false  blames  ?' 

Phil,    '  O,'  quod  she,  '  my  norry,  sholde 
I  forsaken  thee  now,  and  sholde  I  nat  15 
parten  with  thee,  by  comune  travule,  the 
charge  that  thou  hast  suffred  for  en  vie  oi 
my  name  ?    Certes,  it  nere  not  leveful  ne 
sittinge  thing  to  Philosophio,   to  leten 
with-outen  oompanye  the  wey  of  him  that  so 
is  innocent.    Sholde  I  thanne  redoute  my 
blame,  and  agrysen  as  though  ther  were 
bifallen  a  newe  thing  ?  quasi  diceret^  nam. 
For  trowestow  that  Philosophie  be  now 
aldcrfirst  assailed   in  perils  by  folk  of  25 
wikkede  maneres?    Have  I  nat  striven 


Q§Foef0itt0*    Q§Foo8  i:  (}>ro6e  iv. 


133 


with  fal  greet  stryf,  in  ol<%  tyme,  bifore 
the  age  of  my  Plato,  ayeines  the  foolhardi- 
nesse  of  folye  ?    And  eek,  the  same  Plato 

jolivinge,  his  maister  Socrates  deservede 
▼ietorie  of  unrightfxd  deeth  in  my  pre- 
sence. Hie  heritage  of  which  Socrates — 
the  heriiage  it  to  weyn  the  doctrine  of  the 
whiehe  Socrates  in  ki$  apinioun  cf  Felidtee, 

iSthat  I  cLepe  weUJutnet^—^YiBii  that  the 
poeple  of  Epicnriens  and  Stoioiens  and 
many  othre  enforceden  hem  to  go  ravisshe 
everich  maji  for  his  part — thai  is  to  aeyti, 
that  everich  of  hem  teolde  drawen  to  the 

V^  Mftnce  of  hie  opinUmn  the  wordee  of 
Socratee — th^,  as  in  partie  of  hir  preye, 
to<drowen  me,  crjonge  and  debatinge 
ther-ayeins,  and  oorven  and  to-renten  my 
clothes  that  I  hadde  woven  with  myn 

45  handes ;  and  with  tho  clontes  that  they 
hadden  araced  ont  of  my  clothes  they 
wenten  awey,  weninge  that  I  hadde  gon 
with  hem  everydel.  In  whiehe  Epi- 
curiene  and  Stoidem,  for  as  moche  as  ther 

50  semede  some  traces  or  steppes  of  myn 
habite,  the  folye  of  men,  weninge  tho  Epi- 
curieme  m»d  Stoidene  my  famnleres,  per- 
verted (sc  pereequendo)  some  through  the 
erxonr  of  the  wikkede    or   nncnnninge 

55  nmltitxide  of  hem.  Thia  ie  to  aeyn  that^ 
far  they  eemede  philoaophrei,  they  toeren 
pursued  to  the  deeth  and  slayn.  So  jdf  thou 
hast  nat  knowen  the  ezilinge  of  Anaxo- 
gore,  ne  the  enpojrsoning^  of  Socrates,  ne 

60  the  toorments  of  Zeno,  for  they  weren 
stranngeres  :  yit  mightestow  han  knowen 
the  Seneociens  and  the  Canios  and  the 
fSoranos,  of  whiehe  folk  the  renoon  is 
neither  over-olde  ne  nnsolempne.    The 

65  whiehe  men,  no-thing  elles  ne  bronghte 
han  to  the  deeth  but  only  for  they  weren 
enfoomxed  of  myne  maneres,  and  seme- 
den  most  nnlyke  to  the  stadies  of  wik- 
kede folk.    And  forthy  then  ooghtest  nat 

70  to  wondren  thoogh  that  I,  in  the  bittre 
see  of  this  lyf,  be  fordriven  with  tem- 
p^rtes  blowinge  aboute,  in  the  whiehe 
tonpestes  this  is  my  most  purpos,  that  is 
to  sejfn,  to  displesen  to  wikkede  men.     Of 

75  whiehe  shrewes,  al  be  the  ost  never  so 
greet,  it  is  to  di«7>yse ;  for  it  nis  governed 
with  no  leder  of  resoun,  but  it  is  ravisshed 


only  by  fletinge  errour  folyly  and  lightly. 
And  if  they  som-tyme,  makinge  an  ost 
ayeins  ns,  assails  ns  as  stronger,  onr  leder  80 
draweth  to-gidere  hise  richesses  in-to  his 
tonr,  and  they  ben  ententif  aboute  sar- 
pulers  or  sachels unprofitable  for  to  taken. 
But  we  that  ben  heye  aboven,  siker  fro 
alle  tumulte  and  wode  noise,  wamestored  85 
and  enclosed  in  swich  a  palis,  whider  as 
that  chateringe  or  anoyinge  folye  ne  may 
nat  atayne,  we  scome  swiche  ravineres 
and  henteres  of  fouleste  thinges. 

Mbtbx  IY.  (^isquis  composHo  serenus  euo, 
"Who-eo  it  be  that  is  cleer  of  vertu,  sad, 
and  wel  o^dinat  of  livinge,  that  hath  put 
under  foot  the  proude  werdes  and  looketh 
upright  up-oh  either  fortune,  he  may 
holde  his  chere  undisoomfited.  The  rage  5 
ne  the  manaces  of  the  see,  commoevinge 
or  chftsinge  upward  hete  fro  the  botme, 
ne  shal  not  moeve  that  man;  ne  the 
unstable  mountaigne  that  highte  Vesevus, 
that  wrytheth  out  through  his  brokene  10 
chiminees  smokinge  fyrea  Ne  the  wey 
of  fthonder-leyt,  that  is  wont  to  8m3rten 
heye  toures,  ne  shal  nat  moeve  that  man. 
"Wher-to  thanne,  o  wrecches,  drede  ye 
tirauntes  that  ben  wode  and  felonous  15 
with-oute  any  strengthe?  Hoi>e  after 
no-thing,  ne  drede  nat ;  and  so  shaltow 
desarmen  the  ire  of  thilke  unmighty 
tiraunt.  But  who-so  that,  quakinge, 
dredeth  or  desireth  thing  that  nis  nat  20 
stable  of  his  right,  that  man  that  so  doth 
hath  cast  awey  his  sheld  and  is  remoeved 
fro  his  place,  and  enlaceth  him  in  tho 
cheyne  with  the  which  he  may  ben 
drawen.  ^5 

Pboss  IV.  Sentisne,  inquit^  hec 
Felestow,'  quod  she,  Hhiso  thinges, 
and  entren  they  aught  in  thy  corage? 
Artow  lyke  an  asse  to  the  harpe  ?  Why 
wepestow,  why  spillestow  teres?  Yif 
thou  abydest  after  help  of  thy  leche,  thee  5 
bihoveth  disoovere  thy  wounde.'  Tho 

I,  that  hadde  gadered  strengthe  in  my 
corage,  answerede  and  seide :  *  And 
nedeth  it  yit,'  quod  I,  'of  rehersinge  or 
of  amonicioun;     and    sheweth    it   nat  lo 
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y-nough  by  him-self  the  sharpnesse  of 
FortonOf  that  wexeth  wood  i^eins  xne? 
Ne  moereth  it  nat  thee  to  seen  the  face 
or  the  manere  of  this  place  {i.  pritoun)? 

15  Is  this  the  librarie  -whiche  that  thou 
haddest  chosen  for  a  right  certein  sete  to 
thee  in  myn  hoos,  ther-as  thou  desputedest 
ofte  with  me  of  the  sciences  of  thinges 
tonohinge  divinitee  and  tonohinge  man- 

^o  kinde  ?  Was  thanne  myn  habite  swioh 
OS  it  is  now  ?  Was  than  my  face  or  my 
ohere  swiche  as  now  {qtuui  diceret^  non\ 
whan  I  sooghte  with  thee  secrets  of 
nature,  whan  thoa  enformedest  my  ma- 

35  neres  and  the  resoun  of  alle  my  lyf  to  the 
ensanmple  of  the  ordre  of  hevene  ?  Is  nat 
this  the  gaerdoon  that  I  referre  to  thee, 
to  whom  I  have  be  obeisaunt?  Certes, 
thou  confermedest,  by  the  month  of  Plato, 

30  this  sentence,  thcU  ia  to  seyn,  that  comnne 
thinges  or  oomnnalitees  weren  blisftil,  yif 
they  that  hadden  studied  al  fully  to  wis- 
dom govemeden  thilke  thinges,  or  elles 
yif  it  so  bifiUe  that  the  govemoures  of 

35  oom&nalitees  studieden  to  geten  wisdom. 
Thou  seidest  eek,  by  the  mouth  of  the 
same  Plato,  that  it  was  a  neoessarie 
cause,  wyse  men  to  taken  and  desire  the 
govemannce  of  oomune  thinges,  for  that 

4"  the  govemements  of  citees,  y-lefb  in  the 
handes  of  felonous  tormentours  citizenes, 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  in  pestilence  and 
destruccioun  to  gode  folk.  And  therfor 
I,  folwinge  thilke  auotoritee  («e.  Flat<mis\ 

45  desired  to  putten  forth  in  execucioun  and 
in  acte  of  oomune  administracioun  thilke 
thinges  that  I  hadde  lemed  of  thee  among 
my  secree  resting-whyles.  Thou,  and  god 
that  pntte  thee  in  the  though tes  of  wyse 

50  folk,  ben  knowinge  with  me,  that  no- 
thing ne  broughte  me  to  maistrie  or 
dignitee,  but  the  comune  studie  of  alle 
goodnesse.  And  thor-of  oomth  it  that 
bi-twixen  wikked  folk  and  me  ban  ben 

55  grevous  discordes,  that  ne  mighten  ben 
relesed  by  preyeres ;  for  this  libertee  hath 
the  freedom  of  conscience,  that  the  wratthe 
of  more  mighty  folk  hath  alwey  ben  de- 
spysed  of  me  for  savacioun  of  right.     How 

60  ofte  have  I  resisted  and  withstonde  thilke 
man  that  highte  Conigaste,  that  made 


alwey  assautes  ayeins  the  prospre  fortunes 
of  pore  feble  folk?  How  ofte  eek  have 
I  put  of  or  oast  out  him,  TrigwiUe,  pro- 
vost of  the  kinges  hous,  bothe  of  the  65 
wronges  that  he  hadde  bigunne  to  don, 
and  eek  fidly  performed  ?  How  ofte  have 
I  covered  and  defended  by  the  auctoritee 
of  me,  put  ayeins  perils — that  w  to  sqrw, 
put  myn  auctoritee  in  perU  for  —  the  70 
wrecched  pore  folk,  that  the  covetyse  of 
straungeres  unpunished  tonrmenteden 
alwey  with  miseyses  and  grevaunoes  out 
of  noumbre  ?  Never  man  ne  drow  me  yit 
fro  right  to  wronge.  Whan  I  say  the  75 
fortunes  and  the  richesses  of  the  poeple 
of  the  provinces  ben  harmed  or  amenused, 
outher  by  privee  ravynes  or  by  comune 
tributes  or  cariages,  as  sory  was  I  as  they 

that    suffreden    the    harm. Glossa.  80 

Whan  thai  Theodoric,  the  king  of  Gotkee, 
in  a  dere  yere^  hadde  him  gemeres  Jkd  of 
eom^  andcomaundedethatnovMnneeholde 
byen  no  com  HI  hi9  com  were  told,  and  that 
at  a  grevoug  dereprys^  Boece  toithstoodthat  85 
ordinaunee^  and  ocer-com  tt,  knotcinge  <ri 

this  the  king  hirtheelf. Tertua.  Whan 

it  was  in  the  soure  hungry  tyme,  ther 
was  establisshed  or  cryed  grevou«  and 
inplitable  coempcioun,  that  men  sayen  90 
wel  it  sholde  greetly  turmenten  and  en- 
damagen  al  the  province  of  Campaigne, 
I  took  stryf  ayeins  the  provost  of  the 
pretorie  for  oomune  profit.  And,  the  king 
knowinge  of  it,  I  overcom  it,  so  that  the  os 
coempcioun  ne  was  not  axed  ne    took 

effect. [Gloasa.]  f  (Toempcioun,  thai  is  to 

eeyn^  comune  achat  or  bying  to-gidere,  that 
toere  eetablieehed  up-on  the  poeple  by  ndche 
a  manere  imponctoufi,  <u  who-eo  boughU  lou 
a  bunihel  com,  he  moste  yeve  the  king  the 

ffU  pan. [Tcxtus.]  Paulin,   a  coun- 

seiller  of  Rome,  the  ridiesses  of  the 
whiohe  Paulin  the  hound es  of  the  palays, 
thai  is  to  eeyn,  the  officeree,  wolden  han  105 
devoured  by  hope  and  covetise,  yit  drow 
I  him  out  of  the  jowes  («c.  faucibue)  of  hem 
that  gapeden.  And  for  as  moche  as  the 
peyne  of  the  accusacioun  %juged  bifom  ne 
sholde  nat  sodeinly  henten  ne  punisshen  1  "> 
wrongAilly  Albin,  a  counseiller  of  Borne, 
I  putte  mo  ayeins  the  hates  and  indig- 


fgoti^ivM.    qB^ooS  I:  (}>ro0e  iv. 


i3ij 


lucioons  of  the  ac^rtuor  Cipriaii.   Is  it  nat 
thauoe  y-noajj^h  y-seyn,  that  I  hnvo  ptir- 
"5fhatfi<d  f^te  discordos  i^oins  my-si'h? 
Bst  I  ooghte  be  the  more  assured  ayeins 
•Ue  ochre  folk  («.  ieamajfw\  that  lor  the 
kveof  rigfatwunesse  I  ne  reserved  novor 
iMhing  to  my-self  to  hem  ward  of  tlie 
''^tiafef  halle,  «c.  offlcen^  by  the  whiche 
I  wre  the  more  tiker.    Bat  thomfi^h  tlio 
lune  mxnwon    aconsinge,    I    am    con- 
<l«npned.    Of  the  noombir  of  the  whicho 
■oson  oon  Basilios,  that  whylom  was 
14  ehasfvl  oat  of  the  kinges  service,  is  now 
mnpelled  in  aGcasinge  of  my  name,  for 
nede  of  foreine  moneye.  Also  Opili(m  and 
Gandencios  han  accused  mc,  al  bo  it  so 
that   the  justice    regal    hadde    whylom 
lu  dHDcd  hem  bothe  t<»  go  in-to  exil  for  hir 
treeheiTea  and  fraudes  withoute  noumbir. 
To    whiche   jugemcnt  they  nolden  nat 
obeye,  bat  delendcden  hem  by  the  sikor- 
neaw  of  h<^y  houses,  thai  U  to  aeyn^fleddan 
IJ5  Mo  tntdmarie* ;  and  whan  this  was  aper- 
ceivied  to  the  king,  he  oomaundedo,  that 
bat  they  voidede  the  citee  of  Ravenne  by 
oertoin  day  assigned,  that  men  sholde 
m«rkea  hem  on  the  forheved  with  an  hoot 
t|o  yren  and  chasen  hem  out  of  the  toune. 
X«iw  what  thing,  semeth  thee,  mighte  ben 
lykned  to  this  crueltce  ?  For  certes,  thilke 
same  day  was  received  the  acousinge  of 
my  name  by  thilke  same  aocusors.    What 
145  may  ben  seid  hor-to  ?  {quati  diceret,  nichU). 
Hath  my  stndie  and  my  cnnniuge  de- 
sfrvMl  thus  ;  or  ellos  the  forsoide  diimp- 
narioun  t^  me^  made  that  hem  rightful 
aorusrirs  or  no?  (quati  diceret^  mm).     Was 
i^i  n*A  Fortune  ashamed  of  this?    Certes,  al 
hadde   nat   Fortune  ben  ashametl   tliat 
innnr^nce   was  accused,  ^-it  oughte  she 
han   had  shame  of  the  filthe  of  myno 
acPOJivanL 
uf     But.  axestow  in  somme,  of  what  gilt 
I  am  accused,  men  t»yn  that  I  wolde  save 
the  crmipanyo    of  the  senatours.     And 
•iekirest  thou  to  heren  in  what  manero  ? 
I  am   acrosed  that  I   sholde  han    des- 
ign toarbed  the  accusor  to  beren  lettres,  by 
which*  he  ahnlde  han  maked  the  sena- 
toares  gilty  ayeins  the  kinges  real  ma- 
j«stee.     O  maistrcsse,  what  demcstow  of 


this  ?  Shal  I  forsake  this  Llamo,  that  I  ne 
be  no  sliame  to  thee  ?  {quasi  diceret,  non).  165 
Certes,  I  have  wold  it,  that  is  to  aeyn,  the 
sarorioi/n  0/  the  sfnat,  ne  I  shal  never 
leten  to  wilne  it,  and  that  I  confesso  and 
am  aknowe ;  but  the  entente  of  the 
accusor  to  be  dcstourbed  shal  cose.  For  171) 
shal  I  clcpe  it  thanne  a  felonie  or  a  sinne 
that  I  have  desired  the  savacioun  of  the 
ordre  of  the  senat  ?  ((iua»i  diceret,  duhito 
quid).  And  certes  ylt  hadde  thilke  same 
senat  den  by  me,  thorugh  hir  decrets  and  175 
hir  jugoments,  as  though  it  were  a  sinne 
or  a  felonie;  t?Mt  is  to  seyn,  to  wilne  the 
savacioun  of  hem  (sc.  senatus).  But  folye, 
that  lyoth  alwey  to  him<self,  may  not 
cliaungethemeriteofthinges.  Neltrowe  180 
nat,  by  the  jugcment  of  Socrates,  that  it 
wore  leveful  to  mo  to  hydo  the  sothe, 
ne  assente  to  losinges.  But  certes,  how 
so  over  it  be  of  this,  I  putte  it  to  gessen  or 
preison  to  tlie  jugement  of  thee  and  of  185 
wyse  iolk.  Of  whiclie  thing  al  the  ordi- 
nunnce  and  the  Sf>the,  for  as  m<M;he  as 
folk  tliat  ben  to  comcn  oiler  our  dayes 
shullen  knowen  it,  I  have  put  it  in  scrip- 
ture and  in  rcmembraunce.  For  touching  190 
the  lettres  falsly  maked,  by  whicho  lettres 
I  am  accused  to  han  lioi)ed  the  fredom  of 
Rome,  what  aperteueth  mo  to  spoke  thor- 
of  ?  Of  whiche  lettres  the  fraude  hadde 
ben  shewed  apertly,  yif  I  hadde  had  195 
liberteo  for  to  han  used  and  been  at  tlie 
confessiouu  of  niyne  accusours,  the 
whicho  thing  in  alio  nedos  hath  greet 
strongthe.  For  what  nther  fredom  may 
m(m  ho])en  ?  Cortes,  I  wolde  that  sum  ^m 
other  fro<lom  mighte  ben  hojKHL  I  wolde 
thanne  ban  answered  by  the  wordos 
of  a  man  that  highte  Ciinius ;  for  whan 
ho  was  accused  by  Guius  Cesar,  Oer- 
meynes  sone,  that  he  (Canitts)  was  know-  20$ 
inge  and  consentingo  of  a  coniuraoioun 
y-moked  ayeins  him  {sc.  Oaius),  this 
Canius  auswerede  thus :  "  Yif  I  hadde 
wist  it,  thou  haddost  nat  wist  it."  In 
which  thing  sorwe  hath  nat  so  dulled  my  ;2iu 
wit,  that  I  pleyne  only  that  shrewedo  folk 
ai>arailen  Adonies  ayeins  vertu ;  but  I 
wondro  groctly  how  that  they  may  i>er- 
furmo  thingesthat  they  haddo  hoped  for  to 
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a  IS  don*  For-why*  to  wtloo  flhrewodDesa^, 
thftt  <:^mth  pHPi-iiv^^nture  of  ooro  du>fanta ; 
but  it  ii  li'k  a  nirmstro  untl  n  mervaiUe, 
how  that,  in  thi;*  present  ei^bte  of  go<i» 
may  ben  acbcved  and  iKsrformBtl  awiclia 

MKi  thlngcm  ii#  ovciy  ftjlonoas  timxL  hath  oou- 
ccivecl  in  btis  thought  ayciiis  innooentsL 
Fi»r  which  thiiLg  («jd  of  thy  ffunilKiTes  uat 
unjkilfaljy  ju£o*l  tbn«  :  ''  Ylf  god  ifl^ 
wbciin<?3  comun  wikkwle  tJiinges  ?    And 

#35  yif  gnti  »i«  ia^  whenno*  ootnei)  gifnio 
ihingc^V  But  al  hi^ddo  it  bt*n  It^viifiil 
tJiat  feloiiflug  folk,  that  iiow  dosircn  the 
bUxKl  and  ihu  deeth  of  alio  gi*de  men  and 
eek  of  aile  the  OfMiat,  hiui  wiln«d  to  gon 

J30  dostroyim  mc^  whom  they  hna  ]i«yeii 
olwey  bntaili^n  and  dofonden  ^odo  mea 
and  lick  al  tho  scnntf  yit  bad  1  uat 
desservitl  of  tlio  fadcrei^  thai  is  t4f  «ryti,  q/" 
th6  nenatovrfSj  that  they  ahulden  wilne  my 

335  dcstrouciocua. 

Thi/n  rQmeinlin?fft  wel»  wa  I  gostfe.  that 
whan  I  woUlo  doou  or  eeytn  uny  thing, 
thijiu  thj-telf,  alwey  present,  rewlodeiStmB. 
At  the  city  of  Vurono,  whan  thakt  tbo 

s^n  kiiig,  gffMJy  (jf  C4J1111U10  sl^nghtor^  O^^tci 
bini  to  tranaiKjrtfU  up  id  the  ordro  of  tbo 
ffonat  tb<j  gilt  of  his  roal  intijijsten,  of  tho 


deeth  to  al  god&  taim^  algatoi  the  aentaoa 
fiholdo  han  punifshcd  mo^  prcspnt,  cmtq- 
feescdi  or  ponviot.  But  now  I  sm  remcm^d 
fro  the  citco  of  Itome  almcml  fyre  hnndf^ 
thonaand  pAa,  I  mn  witb-onte  def<3u»^: 
dampued  to  ptoscripcionn  «Jid  to  the 
dc^'fth,  for  the  atndlo  and  liountetid  (hat 
I  hnxti  doon  to  tho  senat..  But  0,  wel  ben 
thoy  worthy  of  muritv  (<i#  trJku  tdik^  luif  i, 
ih^  mightc>  &ev«tr  yit  uon  of  l]«xi  be  i;f 
c^nvlet  of  fiwichi^  a  hluiiu  aa  myue  if !  Of 
whichti  trvspAA,  myntj  uccuaoiin  sayen  fnl 
wel  th<>  digfiitce  ;  tJioi  whicbe  dtgnitee, 
for  tbcy  Widdau  darken  it  with  medeUxi|E 
of  »cim  fAlonyCf  tbt-y  b&ren  me  00  Iuuh!,  Ai 
Hiid  lyeidej),  thai  I  hadde  polut  uid  d*^ 
foul^  my  conacicnco  with  aacrilf^^  fcxr 
oovidtUoof  digtiiti^ct.  Aod  oert«a,  tliou  thy* 
»tdf„  tliat  art  plauntcd  in  me,  chace^v^ 
out  of  thEi  oege  of  luy  corage  al  uoveitiw  of  J^ 
mortjil  thiiigefl  ;  ne  aAcrilege  haJde  tw 
leva  to  ban  a  phb:^e  lii  mo  bifom  thyn^ 
fyen.  For  thou  droppivlfst  ov*iy  lUiy  ia 
niyno  eres  and  in  my  thongUt  thilke 
conianndffmont  of  PiotAgonta,  that  it  hf  s^ 
wirfli  nien  ahol  aorw  to  goddo,  and  w^  f# 
godd€4.  No  it  wilb  nat  eouTenient,,  ne  ■«> 
n^<,  to  tak«n  b^lp  of  the  foalcst  splriteit  | 
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thingea,  but  only  to  the  aTentnre  of 
fortune;  and  jogen  that  only  swiche 
thinges  ben  purveyed  of  god,  whiohe  that 

?^Ai  temporel  welefolneflse  commendeth. 

Glose.  A$  ihu9:  thai,  yif  a  wight  have 
protperitee,  hsi»a  good  man  and  worthy  to 
Hon  thai  protperitee;  and  tcho-^o  hath 
adttrtUeey  he  is  a  wikked  matt,  and  god 

^'S  hath  fomake  him,  and  he  is  worthy  to  han 
that  adversUee,     This  is  the  opinioun  of 

some  folk, ^And    ther-of  comth    that 

good  geosinge,  first  of  alle  thing,  forsaketh 
wreochefl  :  oertes,  it  greveth  me  to  thinke 

5.^  light  now  the  dyverae  sentences  that  the 
poeple  seith  of  me.  And  thus  moche 
I  sey e,  that  the  laste  charge  of  oontrarioas 
fortune  is  this :  that,  whan  that  any 
blame  is  leyd  npon  a  caitif,  men  wenen 

^35  that  he  hath  deserved  that  he  soffreth. 
And  I,  that  am  pat  awey  fro  gode  men, 
and  despoiled  of  dignitees,  and  defooled 
of  my  name  hy  gessinge,  have  sofired 
torment  for  my  gode  dedes.     Certes,  me 

.U^  a^neth  that  I  see  the  felonons  covines  of 
wikked  men  haboonden  in  joye  and  in 
gladneise.  And  I  see  that  every  lorel 
ahapeth  him  to  finde  out  newe  firaudes  for 
to  aocQse  gode  folk.    And  I  see  that  gode 

545  men  beth  overthrowen  for  drede  of  my 
peril ;  and  evexy  laxarioas  toormentonr 
dar  doon  alle  felonye  nnpnnisshed  and 
ben  excited  therto  by  yiites ;  and  inno- 
cents ne  ben  not  only  despoiled  of  siker- 

'^*  nesse  bat  of  defence  ;  and  therfore  me  list 
to  czyen  to  god  in  this  w3rBe : — 

Hktkk  V.     O  steUiferi  conditor  orbis. 

O  thoa  maker  of  the  whele  that  bereth 
the  sterroi,  which  that  art  y-fastned  to 
thy  perdnrable  chayer,  and  tomest  the 
hevene  with  a  ravirahing  sweigh,  and 
5  oonstreinest  the  sterres  to  snffren  thy 
lawe ;  so  that  the  mono  som-tyme  shyning 
with  hir  IHil  homes,  meting  with  alle  the 
hemes  of  the  sonne  hir  brother,  hydeth 
the  sterres  that  ben  lesse ;  and  somtyme, 
10  whan  the  mone,  pale  with  hir  derke 
bomea,  approcheth  the  sonne,  leseth  hir 
Ughtes ;  and  that  the  eve-sterre  Hesperus, 
whiehe  that  in  the  firste  tyme  of  the  night 


bringeth  forth  hir  oolde  arysingos,  cometh 
eft  ayein  hir  used  oours,  and  is  pale  by  15 
the  morwe  at  the  rysing  of  the  sonne,  and 
is  thanne  deped  Lucifer.  Thou  restreinest 
the  day  by  shorter  dwelling,  in  the  tyme 
of  colde  winter  that  maketh  the  leves  to 
falle.  Thou  dividest  the  swifte  tydes  of  30 
the  night,  whan  the  bote  somer  is  comen. 
Thy  might  atempreth  the  variaunts 
a&MJiB  of  the  yere  ;  so  that  Zephirus  the 
deboneir  wind  bringeth  ayein,  in  the  first 
somer  sesoun,  the  leves  that  the  wind  that  35 
highte  Boreas  hath  reft  awey  in  autumpne^ 
that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  laste  ends  of  somer ; 
and  the  sedes  that  the  sterre  that  highte 
A  returns  saw,  ben  waxen  heye  comes 
whan  the  sterre  Sirius  eschaufeth  hem.  30 
Ther  nis  no-thing  unbounde  from  his  olde 
lawe,  ne  forleteth  the  werke  of  his  propre 
estat.  O  thou  govemour,  goveminge 
alle  thinges  by  certein  ende,  why  re- 
fusestow  only  to  goveme  the  werkes  of  35 
men  by  dewe  manere?  Why  suffrest 
thou  that  slydinge  fortune  tometh  so 
grete  entrechaunginges  of  thinges,  so  that 
anoyous  peyne,  that  sholde  dewely 
punisshe  felouns,  punissheth  innocents?  40 
And  folk  of  wikkede  maneres  sitten  in 
heye  chayres,  and  anoyinge  folk  treden, 
and  that  unrightfully,  on  the  nekk^  of 
holy  men?  And  vertu,  cler-shyninge 
naturelly,  is  hid  in  derke  derkenesses,  and  45 
the  rightful  man  bereth  the  blame  and 
the  peyne  of  the  feloun.  Ne  forsweringe 
ne  the  fraude,  covered  and  kembd  with 
a  fals  colour,  ne  anoyeth  nat  to  shrewes ; 
the  whiehe  shrewes,  whan  hem  list  to  50 
usen  hir  strengthe,  they  rejoysen  hem  to 
pntten  under  hem  the  sovereyne  kinges, 
whiehe  that  poeple  with-outen  noumbre 
dreden.  O  thou,  what  so  ever  thou 
be  that  knittest  alle  bondes  of  thinges,  55 
loke  on  thise  wreochede  erthes ;  we  men 
that  ben  nat  a  foule  party,  but  a  fi^yr 
I>arty  of  so  grete  a  werk,  we  ben  tormented 
in  this  see  of  fortune.  Thou  govemour, 
withdraw  and  restreyne  the  ravisshinge  60 
flodes,  and  fastne  and  ferme  thise  erthes 
stable  with  thilke  bonde,  with  whiehe 
thou  govemest  the  hevene  that  is  so 
large.' 
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Pkosk  V. 


Hie  ubi  continuato  dolore 
delatraui. 


Whan  I  hadde,  with  a  oontinael  sorwe, 
sobbed  or  borken  out  thUe  thinges,  she 
with  hir  chore  pesible,  and  no-thing 
amoeved  with  my  compleintea,  seide  thus : 
5  'Whan  I  say  thee/  qnod  Bhe,  'sorweftil 
and  wepingOf  I  wiste  anon  that  thou  were 
a  wreoche  and  exiled  ;  but  I  wiste  never 
how  fer  thyne  exile  was,  jdf  thy  tale  ne 
hadde  shewed  it  to  me.    But  oertes,  al  be 

lo  thou  fer  fro  thy  contree,  thou  nart  nat 
put  out  of  it ;  bat  thou  hast  failed  of  thy 
weye  and  gon  amis.  And  yif  thou  hast 
lever  for  to  wene  that  thou  be  put  out  of 
thy  contree,  than  hast  thou  put  out  thy- 

15  self  rather  than  any  other  wight  hath.  For 
no  wight  but  thy-self  ne  mighte  never 
han  don  that  to  thee.  For  yif  thou  re- 
membre  of  what  contree  thou  art  bom,  it 
nis  nat  governed  by  emperours,  ne  by 

20  govemement  of  multitude,  as  weren  the 
con  trees  of  hem  of  Athenes ;  but  00  lord 
and  00  king,  and  that  ia  gody  that  i$  lord  of 
thy  contree^  whiche  that  rcjoyseth  him 
of  the  dwelling  of  hise  citezenes,  and  nat 

25  for  to  putte  hem  in  exil ;  of  the  whiche 
lorde  it  is  a  sovera3me  fredom  to  be 
governed  by  the  brydel  of  him  and  obeye 
to  his  justice.  Hastow  foryeten  thilke 
right  olde  lawe  of  thy  citee,  in  the  whiche 

50  citee  it  is  ordeined  and  establisshed,  that 
for  what  wight  that  hath  lever  founden 
ther-in  his  sete  or  his  hous  than  elles- 
wher,  he  may  nat  be  exiled  by  no  right 
from  that  place?     For  who-so   that  is 

35  oontened  in-with  the  palis  and  the  clos  of 
thilke  citee,  ther  nis  no  drede  that  he 
may  deserve  to  ben  exiled.  But  who-so 
that  leteth  the  wil  for  to  enhabito  there, 
he  forleteth  also  to  deserve  to  ben  citezein 

40  of  thilke  citee.  So  that  I  sey,  that  the 
face  of  this  place  ne  moveth  me  nat  so 
mochel  as  th3me  owne  face.  Ne  I  axe  nat 
rather  the  walles  of  thy  librarie,  apar- 
f^led  and  wrought  with  yvory  and  with 

45  glas,  than  after  the  sete  of  thy  thought. 
In  whiche  I  putte  nat  whylom  bokes,  but 
I  putte  that  that  maketh  bokes  worthy  of 
prys  or  precious,   that  is  to  seyn,   the 


sentence  of  my  bokes.  And  oerteinly  of 
thy  desertes,  bistowed  in  comune  good,  S^ 
thou  hast  seid  sooth,  but  after  the  multi- 
tude of  thy  gode  dedes,  thou  hast  seid 
fewe ;  and  of  the  honestee  or  of  the  fals- 
nesse  of  thinges  that  ben  apoeed  ayeins 
thee,  thou  hast  remembred  thinges  that  55 
ben  knowen  to  alle  folk.  And  of  the 
felonyes  and  fraudes  of  th3^e  accusoura, 
it  semeth  thee  have  y-touched  it  forsothe 
rightfVdly  and  shortly,  al  mighten  tho 
same  thinges  betere  and  more  plenti-  6c 
vousely  ben  couth  in  the  mouthe  of  the 
poeple  that  knoweth  al  this.  Thou  hart 
eek  blamed  gretly  and  oompleined  of  the 
wrongful  dede  of  the  senat.  And  thou 
hast  sorwed  for  my  blame,  and  thou  hast  65 
wopen  for  the  damage  of  thy  renoun  that 
is  apayred ;  and  thy  laste  sorwe  eschaofede 
ayeins  fortune,  and  oompleinest  that 
guerdouns  ne  ben  nat  evenliche  yolden  t<» 
the  desertes  of  folk..  And  in  the  latere  7° 
ende  of  thy  wode  Muse,  thou  preyedest 
that  thilke  pees  that  govemeth  the  hevene 
sholde  goveme  the  erthe.  But  for  that 
manye  tribulaciouns  of  affeociouns  han 
assailed  thee,  and  sorwe  and  ire  and  75 
wepinge  to-drawen  thee  djrversely ;  as 
thou  art  now  feble  of  thought,  mightier 
remedies  ne  shullen  nat  3rit  touchen  thee, 
for  whiche  we  wol  usen  somdel  lig^hter 
medicines  :  so  that  thilke  passiouns  that  80 
ben  woxen  harde  in  swellinge,  by  pertur- 
baciouns  flowing  in-to  thy  thought, 
mowen  wexen  esy  and  softe,  to  reoeiven 
the  strengthe  of  a  more  mighty  and  more 
egre  medicine,  by  an  esier  touchinge.  $5 

Metrk  VI. 

CStm  Phebi  radiit  graue 

Cancri  sidua  ineatwU, 
Whan  that  the  hevy  sterre  of  the 
Cancre  eschaufeth  by  the  hemes  of  Phe- 
buB,  that  is  to  aeyr^  whan  that  Phebus  tha 
aonne  is  in  the  signs  of  the  Cancr^y  who-so 
yeveth  thanne  largely  hise  sedes  to  the  5 
feldes  that  refosen  to  receiven  hem,  lat 
him  gon,  bigyled  of  trust  that  he  hadde 
to  his  com,  to  acorns  of  okea.  Yif  thou 
wolt  gadre  violettes,  ne  go  thou  not  to 
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*>thepurpur  wodo  whan  the  feld,  chirk- 
"•?*•  ajfT>'seth  of  coldc  by  the  folnosse  of 
t^  winde  that  hi^^hte  Aquilon.  Yif  thou 
<lcamt  or  wolt  nsen  g^pes,  ne  seko  thou 
utt,  with  a  glotonoafl  hond,  to  streyuo 
ifud  presse  the  stalkes  of  the  vine  in  the 
fait  tomer  aeaoon  ;  for  Bachns,  the  god 
if  vyne,  hath  rather  yeven  hise  yiiXea  to 
Mtninpne,  the  later  ende  of  tomer.  Qod 
tokneth  and  assigneth  the  tymes,  ablinge 
*>  htm  to  hir  propres  offices ;  ne  ho  ne 
nfivth  nat  the  ttonndea  whiche  that 
Mm-wlf  hath  devyded  and  constreynod 
to  ben  y-mcdled  to-gidere.  And  forthy 
ht  that  forleteth  oertein  ordinaonce  of 
9  ^miaf^  by  orer-throwingo  wey,  he  ne  hath 
so  giade  iwae  or  ende  of  his  werkes. 

Fftou  TL    Primum  igitur  pateritne  me 
paueulii  rvgacionibus, 

first  woltow  soffre  me  to  tonche  and 
Mnye  the  estat  of  thy  thought  by  a  fewe 
demanndes,  so  that  I  may  understonde 
viwt  be  the  manero  of  thy  curacioun  ? ' 
5  Jheee.  *  Axe  me/  quwl  I,  *  at  thy  wille, 
vhat  thtm  wolt,  and  I  shal  answere.' 

Tho  seide  she    thus :    *■  Whether    we- 

Mttow/  qood  she,  *that  this  world  be 

pjT«med    by    foolish    happes    and    for- 

iDtuuMUL,  or  elles  that  there  be  in  it  any 

foremement    of   resoon?'  'Certcs,* 

•pi'id  I,  •  I  ne  trowe  nat  in  no  manore, 

that  so  certein  thingos  shohlo  l>e  moeved 

by  fortonoos  fortune  :  but  I  wot  wel  that 

15  Rod,  maker  and  maystcr,  is  govcmour  of 

his  werk.     Xe  never  nns  yit  day  that 

biirfate  putte  me  out  of  the  sothncsse  of 

that  sratenre.' 

'So  is  it,'   quod  she;  'fbr  the  same 

m  thinip  songe  thon  a  litel  hcr-bifom,  and 

biw^5-Ifdest  and  biweptcst,  that  only  men 

•wen  put  out  <»f  the  cure  of  god.     For  of 

tfie  other  thinges  thou  no  doutedest  nat 

that  they  nere  governed  by  rosoun.     But 

J5Mih!  'Lpapel)  I  wondre  gretly,  certes, 

vfay  that  thtm  art  syk,  sin  that  thou  art 

fUt  in  so  holsom  a  sentence.     But  lat  us 

sekm  depper;  I  conjecte  that  ther  lak- 

krth  I  nrrt  nere  what.     But  soy  me  this  * 

jDiin  that  thon  ne  dontest  nat  that  this 

y 


world  bo  governed  by  god,  with  whicho 
govcmailes  takestow  hcde  that  it  is 
governed  ? '  '  Unncthe,'  quod  I,  '  knowe 
I  the  sentence  of  thy  questioun  ;  so  that 
I  no  may  nat  jdt  answeren  to  thy  de-  35 
manndes.' 

*I  nas  nat  deceived/  quod  she,  'that 
ther  ne  fiuleth  somwhat,  by  whiche  the 
maladye  of  thy  perturbacioun  is  crept 
in-to  thy  thought,  bo  as  tho  strengthe  of  4t) 
the  palis  chjTiing  is  oi>en.  But  sey  mo 
this  :  remembrest  thou  what  is  the  ende 
of  thinges,  and  whider  that  the  enten- 
cioun  of  alle  kindo  tendeth  ?  '  *  I  have 
herd  it  told  som-tyme,'  quod  I ;  *  but  45 
drerinesso  hath  dullo<l  my  memorie.' 

'Cortes,*  qu<Ml  she,  'thou  wost  wel 
whennes  that  alle  thinges  ben  comen  and 
procodeth  ?  '  'I  wot  wel,'  quod  I,  and 
auswercde,  that '  god  is  beginning  of  al. '  5»> 

*  Antl  how  may  this  be, 'quod  she, '  that, 
sin  thou  knowest  the  beginning  of 
thinges,  that  thou  ne  knowest  nat  what 
is  the  ende  of  thinges?  But  swiche  Wn 
tho  cnstomes  of  porturbaciouns,  and  this  55 
power  they  ban,  that  thoy  may  moeve 
a  man  out  of  his  place,  that  is  to  aeyit,  fro 
the  atabUnee  and  iterfeccioun  of  his  knoW' 
inge;  but,  certes,  they  may  nat  al  arace 
him,  no  alione  him  in  al.  But  I  woldo  (m 
that  thou  woldcst  auswcro  to  this : 
remembrestow  that  thou  art  a  man?' 
'Why  sholdti  I  nat  romcmbro  that?' 
qiKKl  I. 

'Maystow  nat  telle  mo  thanne,' qutnl  <>«; 
she,  'what  thing  is  a  man?'     '  Axcstow 
mo   nat,*  qu«)d   I,    'whether    that  I   bo 
a  rosonablo  mortal  boost  ?   I  woot  wel,  and 
I  coufcsso  wel  that  I  am  it.' 

'  Wistestow  never  j-it  that  thou  were  70 
any  other  thing?'    quod  she.  'No,' 

qufMl  I. 

'  Kow  woot  I,'  qu<Hl  she, '  other  cause  of 
thy  maladye,  and  tliat  right  grete.  Thou 
hast  loft  for  to  knowen  thy-self,  what  75 
thou  art ;  thorugh  whicho  I  have  ploj-nly 
founden  the  cause  of  thy  mala<lyo,  or  olios 
tho  entree  of  recoveringe  of  thyn  holot 
For-why,  for  thou  art  confounded  with 
fijryeting  of  thy-self,  for-thy  sorwestow  80 
that  thou  art  exiled  of  thy  propre  goodes. 
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And  for  thoa  ne  wost  what  is  the  onde  of 
thinges,  for-thy  demestow  that  felonous 
and  wikked  men  ben  mighty  and  weleftd. 

85  And  for  thou  hast  foryeten  by  whiche 
govemements  the  world  is  governed,  for- 
thy  wonestow  that  thise  mntacioans  of 
fortone  fleten  with-onte  govemonr.  Thise 
ben  grete  causes  not  only  to  maladye, 

90  but,  certos,  grete  causes  to  deeth.  But 
I  thanke  the  anctor  and  the  maker  of 
hele,  that  nature  hath  not  al  forleten 
thee.  I  have  grete  norisshinges  of  thyn 
helOf  and  that  is,  the  sothe  sentence  of 
95  govemaunoe  of  the  worlde ;  that  thou 
bilevest  that  the  govemingo  of  it  nis  nat 
subject  ne  iinderput  to  the  folic  of  thise 
happes  aventurouSf  but  to  the  resoun  of 
god.     And  ther-for  doute  thee  no-thing  ; 

itx)  for  of  this  litel  spark  thyn  hete  of  lyf 
shal  shyne.  But  for  as  moche  as  it  is 
nat  tyme  yit  of  faster  remedies,  and  the 
nature  of  though tes  deceived  is  this, 
that  as  ofte  as  they  casten  awey  sothe 

105  opiniouns,  they  dothen  hem  in  false 
opiniouns,  of  which  false  opiniouns  the 
derkenesse  of  perturbacioun  wexeth  up, 
that  confoundeth  the  vorray  insighto  : 
and  that  derkenesse  shal  I  assaye  som- 

1  ro  what  to  maken  thinne  and  wayk  by 
lighte  and  meneliche  remedies ;  so  that. 


after  that  the  derkenesse  of  deceivinge 
desiringes  is  don  awey,  thou  mowe  knowe 
the  shyninge  of  verray  light. 

Hktrk  yn.    Kubibtu  atrU. 

The  sterres,  covered  with  blake  cloudes, 
ne  mowen  yeten  a-doun  no  light.  Yif  the 
trouble  wind  that  hight  Auster,  turning 
and  walwinge  the  see,  medleth  the  bete, 
that  i$  to  9eyn^  the  boyling  up  from  iMe  5 
botme;  the  wawes,  that  whylom  weren 
clere  as  glas  and  lyke  to  the  fiaire  dere 
dayes,  withstande  anon  the  sightes  of  men 
by  the  filthe  and  ordure  that  is  resolved. 
And  the  fletinge  streem,  that  royleth  lu 
doun  djrversly  £ro  heye  mountaignes,  is 
arested  and  resisted  ofte  tyme  1^  the 
encountringe  of  a  stoon  that  is  departed 
and  fallen  from  som  roche.  And  for- 
thy,  yif  thou  wolt  loken  and  demen  15 
sooth  with  cleer  light,  and  holden  the 
wey  with  a  right  path,  weyve  thou  jojre, 
dryf  fro  thee  drede,  fleme  thou  hope,  ne 
lat  no  Borwe  aproche ;  that  is  to  seyn,  lot 
non  Q/thiseJbur  paariouna  over<omem  thee  ao 
or  blende  thee.  For  cloudy  and  derke  is 
thilke  thought,  and  bounde  with  brydles, 
where-as  thise  thinges  regnen.' 


Explicit  Liber  Primus. 


BOOK    11. 


pRoss  I.    Poelea  pauUeper  conticuit. 

After  this  she  stinte  a  litel ;  and,  after 
that  she  hadde  gadered  by  atempre  stille- 
nesse  myn  attencioun,  she  seide  thus : 
{At  tcho  mighte  teyn  thut:  After  thise 
5  thinges  she  stinte  a  litel;  cmd  whan  sJte 
aperceived  by  atemprs  sUllenesae  that  I  teas 
ententif  to  herkene  Atr,  she  bigan  to  speke  in 
this  wyse) :  *  Yif  I, '  quod  she,  *  have  under- 
stonden  and  knowen  outrely  the  causes 
10  and  the  habit  of  thy  maladye,  thou 
languissest  and  art  defeted  for  desyr  and 
talent  of  thy  rather  fortune.    She,  that 


ilke  Fortune  only,  that  is  chaunged,  as 
thou  feynest,  to  thee-ward,  hath  perverted 
the  cleemesse  and  the  estat  of  thy  oorage.  15 
I  understonde  the  fele-folde  colours  and 
deceites   of  thilke    merveilous   monstre 
Fortune,  and  how  she  useth  ful  ilateringe 
familaritee  with  hem  that  she  enforceth 
to  bigyle ;  so  longe,  til  that  she  confound^  20 
with  unsufferable  sorwe  hem  that  she 
hath  left  in  despeyr  unpurveyed.    And  yif 
thou   remembrest    wel    the   kinde,   the 
maneres,  and  the  desert  of  thilke  Fortune, 
thou  shalt  wel  knowe  that,  as  in  hir,  35 
thou  never  ne  haddest  ne  hast  y4o6t  any 
fair  thing.    But,  as  I  trowe,  I  shal  nat 
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gmfy  tnTftilen  to  do  thee  remembren  on 

tJiitt  thinnest.    For  thou  were  wont  to 

^Invtelen  and  despyien  hir,  with  manly 

*onlef,  whan  she  was  blanndissing^  and 

tntent^  anil  pnrsewodest  hir  with  sen- 

tau«g  that  were  drawen  oat    of  ni3m 

ntrce,  that  is  to  Kyn,  out  cfmyn  if\forma- 

i5aon.     Bnt   no    sodoin    mntacioon    ne 

bitjd^th  DAt  with-onto  a  manere  channg- 

np>  of  corai^  ;  and  so  is  it  befallen  that 

t^  art  a  litel  departed  fro  the  pecs  of 

^j  thon^^ht. 

I  ^    Bnt  now  is  tjmie  that  thon  drinke  and 

I      lUute  some  soite  and  delitable  thinges  ; 

f      90  that,  whan  they  ben  entred  within 

thee,  it  mowe  maken  wey  to  sti^engero 

(Irinkcs  of  medicyncs.     Com  now  forth 

15  therforo  the  gnasionn  of  swetonosse  ro- 

thorion.  whicho  that  goth  only  the  right 

WT,    whyl    she    forsaketh    nat    myno 

fstatnts.     And  vrith  Rhctorice  com  forth 

Xnsice.    a    damisel    of  our   hons,   that 

•J  nngeth  now  lighter  moedcs  orprolaciounSy 

now  hf\y9T.     What  eylcth  thco,  man? 

What   Lt   it   that   hath  cast  thee    in-to 

mMrninge  and    in-to  wcpingo?    I  trowe 

that  thoa  haxt  soyn  som  nowo  thing  and 

J5  uicoath.     Thon  wonest  that  Fortune  be 

rhanngctl  a.voin  th<?o ;    but  thon  wenost 

vrfiD^r.  yif  thon  that  wene.     Alwey  tho 

Wn  hir  mnncres;  she  Imth  rather  kept, 

lAto  thoe-wanl,  hir  pmpro  stalilenesse  in 

^1  ib^  rhaungini^  of  hir-sclf.     Right  swich 

w«§  *he   whan    she    flatered    thee,   and 

«I*<**iri^l  thee  with  nnlovofnl  lykinges  of 

fals  «-«<-Walnpsse.   Thou  host  now  knowen 

an-i  ataynt  thn  dontons  or  double  visage 

*»5  *^  tLiIko  blinde  goddoase  Fortune.     She, 

that  yit  crivereth  hir  and  wimpleth  hir 

*•>  mhf^r  folk,   hath   shcwc<l   hir  everj'- 

■W  to  thee.     Yif  thou  nprovcjjt  hir  and 

^       thenkest  that  she  is  g^KMl,  use  hir  mnnercs 

niand  pleyne    thee    nat.      And    yif  thon 

HTKst  hir  false  trecherye,  despyse  and 

«ait  awey  hir  that  pleyeth  so  harmfully  ; 

fcr  ibe,  that  is  now  cause  of  so  murho 

•wwe  to  thee,  sliolde  l)en  cause  to  thee  of 

75  pwa  and  of  joye.    She  hath  forsaken  thee, 

^T»4h« ;   the  whicho  that  never  man 

osy  l*»n  Biker  that  she  ne  shal  forsake 

Ubl- — Close.   But  nathtUsy  tome  bokes 


han  t?te  text  thus:    For  sothe,  she  hath 
forsaken  thco,  ne  thcr  nis  no  man  siker  80 

that  she  no  hath  nat  forsaken. 

Holdestow  than  thiike  welefulnesso 
precious  to  thee  that  shal  passen  ?  And 
is  present  Fortune  doreworthe  to  thee, 
which  that  nis  nat  fcithful  for  to  dwcUo;  f^^ 
and,  whan  she  goth  awey,  that  she 
bringcth  a  wight  in  sorwo  ?  For  sin  she 
may  nat  ben  with-holden  at  a  mannes 
wille,  she  maketh  him  a  wrecche  whan 
she  departeth  fro  him.  "What  other  thing  y<i 
is  flittingo  Fortune  but  a  manor  shewinge 
of  wrecchetlnosse  that  is  ti»  comen  ?  Ne 
it  ne  snffysoth  nat  only  to  lokon  on  thinge 
that  is  present  bifom  tho  eyen  of  a  man. 
Bnt  wisdom  lokcth  and  amesureth  tho  95 
endo  of  thingos ;  and  tho  same  chaung- 
inge  from  oon  in-to  an-othcr,  that  is  to 
sfyn^  from  adversitee  in-to  prottperitee^ 
maketh  that  the  mnnaces  of  Fortune  no 
ben  nat  for  to  dredon,  no  tho  flatcringcs  i(h> 
of  hir  to  Ijcn  desired.  Thus,  at  tho  Ixiste, 
it  bihoveth  thee  to  suffren  witli  ovono 
willc  in  pacienco  al  that  is  don  in- with  tho 
floor  of  Fortune,  that  is  to  sej/n,  in  this 
icffrld^  sin  thou  hast  ones  put  thy  nekko  n.5 
under  the  yok  of  hir.  For  yif  thou  wolt 
wrj'ten  a  la  wo  of  wcndingo  and  of  dwell- 
ingo  to  Fortune,  whiclio  that  thon  host 
chosen  frcly  to  ben  thy  lady,  artow  nat 
wrongful  in  that,  and  makost  Fortune  ii«» 
wroth  and  asporo  by  thyn  inpatience, 
and  yit  thou  maj-st  nat  chauiige  hir? 
Yif  thou  commit  test  and  bitakcst  thy 
sailos  to  the  wimlo,  thou  sluilt  Iw  shoven, 
not  thider  that  tliou  wohlfst,  but  whider  11  ^ 
tliut  tho  wind  shoveth  thee.  Yif  thou 
castost  thy  scdes  in-to  tho  foldes,  thou 
sholdest  han  in  minde  that  the  yores  ben, 
aniongoH,  other-whyle  plontevous  and 
other-wliylo  bareyne.  Thou  hast  bitaken  uo 
thy-self  to  tho  govomaunce  of  Fortune, 
and  for-thy  it  bihoveth  theo  to  ben 
obeisaunt  to  tlie  moneres  of  thy  lady. 
Enforcest  thou  thee  to  aresten  or  with- 
holden  the  swiftucsso  an<l  tho  sweigh  of  1J5 
hir  tumingo  whole  ?  O  thou  f<r)ol  of  alio 
mortal  fooles,  if  Fortune  bigan  to  dw(>IU> 
stable,  she  cesedo  tlianno  to  l)en  For- 
tune ! 
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Mt^fHiE  L    n€€  etrnt  mtperba  uftierU  itica 

"Whnn  Fortune  irith  et  prcmd  riglit 
liftTicl  hfttb  trhmiKl  hir  chatingmgo 
Btoumles,  elie  fni-pth  lyk  tlio  mjinoreft  of 
the  iKiilingt!   Euri-pg,— — -Gl&aa.    Kur^pf 

S  U  nft  arm  nf  ih(^  #«  thai  fbdeth  and 
^of€>etJi;   ami  tom-tpme   tins  fttreem   it    on 

o  itydd,  and  sf/m-t^mf   on   the   oilier* 

Teirt  She,  ortipl  Fortnne,  cnstetK  ihdoQtL 
klngea  that  -whjlom  weren  j-dmd;  and 

lo  fihe,  lieooivablo,  ciihnun^th  xip  the  hum- 
bla  chero  of  hiia  that  i«  dLftoconflted. 
Ne  ahti  nt«ith<?r  heroth  ua  rekkeih  of 
wrecchwio  wtpingea  ;  and  she  li  »o  biud 
tliiit  s)io  laugiteth  nnd  acomelh  the  Mfnii- 

15  in  gen  of  hf/m,  thtj  ivhiohe  sho  hath  in«Jt?d 
>repO  with  hir  frt?*  wiilti.  Thua  sh« 
Ijloyeth,  and  thns  she  prop  vet  h  bir 
fitrongthess  j  and  shewoth  a  greet  wonder 
It*  alle  hir  swrvannteai  yif  that  a  wight 

til  U  Boyn  welefid,  and  ovisrthrows  in  an 
lionr«* 


Pr(5i9k  IL     TW£.?ff?  aiifjTTi  paur/i  fccwjfv. 
CtsrtOffv  I  woMo  plettfii  with  thoe  a  ft?wci 


dancB  and  flh^inge  <tf  ftllct  goodw  i 
beu  in  my  rigbtu     Now  it  l^keth  ow  1 
with-drawen  my  hand;    thou  bait 
fTTtMxt  a*  he  thut   hath   used  gif  fur«ir»« 
gtfodt^fl ;    then   hast   no  riirht   to  pUiyca^ 
thf*,  as  thottgb  thou  haddeat  fratrely  fvr^ 
lorn  alle  t Jiy  thing^s.    Why  pleynat  thi^n  4 
tbiinn<^?     i    have   done    thee  Xtn  wrfmif. 
UichPiiJ^hQ!!^    hf^nijara,    and    Bwithe  ottifir 
thinges  h^n  (^f  tny  right.     My  si?r*a.tintc* 
huowcui  iHR  for  liir  lady;    they  «n»»« 
with  tne,  and  depart  en  whan  I  wtndft  !f 
I  dar  wel  aifermen  hardily,  that  ji/  iU 
thingea,  af  which  thon  pleynaat  that  tlioc 
hast  forlorn,  hadde  boti  tByna,  thim  m 
haddeat  not  lom  hem.     Shal  I  tholuw 
only  hen   defended   to  nflen   my  right?  Iff 
Oorto«,  it  is  SevelTil  to  th&  hevime  tomalu 
clere  dnyea,  and*  aftei*  that,  to  covenili 
tho  same  dii^^es  with  derke  night«t    Tlw 
yvn'f  hath  eek  levo  to    appcituilen  tin 
vi^tagT*  <jf  the  erthe,  now  with  Btrarfld  add  4J 
now  with  fmit,  and  to  confounden  h#ra 
scjtn-tj'me  with  reymes  and  with  isaldia 
The  see  hath  eek  his  right  to  benaMa^ 
tyme    cal  me     and     hlonia  dii^og    w  ith 
smeiho  water,  and  som-tynm  to  ben  bo**  J9i 
rihlo  with  -wikwes  and   with   tempe^fs. 
But  the  coTctise  of  men,^  that  may  nit 
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75  What  other  thin^  biwailen  the  cryinges 
of  tragedies  bat  only  the  dedes  of  Fortune, 
that  with  an  nnwar  stroke  overtometh 

realmesof  grete  noUey? Glose.  TVa- 

gedie  w  to  9eyn,  a  dUee  of  a  prosperity  for 

80  a  tjfme,  that  endHh  in  un-ecchednette. 

Lemedest  nat  thon  in  Oreke^  whan  thou 
were  yonge,  that  in  the  entree,  or  in  the 
eelere,  of  Jnpiter,  ther  ben  coached  two 
tonnes ;  that  on  is  ful  of  good,  that  other 

«5  is  fdl  of  harm  ?  What  right  hast  thou  to 
pl^^e,  yif  thon  hast  taken  more  plente- 
▼oosly  of  the  gode  fiyde,  VuU  is  to  $eyn,  of 
my  richesees  and  proaperitea ;  and  what 
eek  if  I  ne  be  nat  al  departed  fro  thee  ? 

90  What  eek  yif  my  mutabilitee  yiveth  thee 
rightfiil  caose  of  hope  to  ban  yit  beter 
thinges  ?  Natheles  dismaye  thee  nat  in 
thy  thonght ;  and  thou  that  art  pat  in 
the  comnne  realme  of  alle,  ne  desyre  nat 

95  to  liven  hy  thyn  only  propre  right. 

Mens  n.     8i  quamtat  rapidia  flatOme 
indtue, 

Thoogh  Plentee,  that  is  goddene  of 
rich^ssee,  hielde  adoun  with  fol  horn,  and 
withdraweth  nat  hir  hand,  as  many 
richesses  as  the  see  tometh  upward 
5  aandes  whan  it  is  moeved  with  ravissh- 
Inge  blastes,  or  elles  as  many  richesses 
as  ther  shynen  brighte  sterres  on  hevene 
on  the  sten-y  nightes;  yit,  for  al  that, 
mankinde  nolde  not  cese  to  wepe  wrecch- 

10  ede  pleyntes.  And  al  be  it  so  that  god 
receyyeth  gladly  hir  preyers,  and  jriveth 
them  ^as  fool-large)  moohe  gold,  and 
aparaileth  coveitous  men  with  noble  or 
dere  honours :   yit  semeth  hem  haven 

15  y-geten  no-thing,  bat  alw<^  hir  crael 
ravyne,  devooringe  al  that  they  ban 
geten,  sheweth  other  gapinges ;  that  ie  to 
atpn,  gapen  and  detjpren  yit  after  mo  rich^ 
ernes.   What  brydles  mighten  withholden, 

ao  to  any  oertein  ende,  the  desordenee  oove- 
tiae  oC  men,  whan,  ever  the  rather  that  it 
fleteth  in  large  yiftes,  the  more  ay  bren- 
neth  in  hem  the  thurst  oi  bavinge? 
Certes  he  that,  quakinge  and  dredful, 

35wmeth  him-selven  nedy,  he  ne  liveth 
never'more  riche.*' 


Prosx  IIL     mis  igitur  si  prose  Ucum 
Foriuna  loqueretur. 

Therfor,  yif  that  Fortune  spake  with 
thee  for  hir-self  in  this  manere,  for-sothe 
thou  ne  haddest  nat  what  thou  mightest 
answere.  And,  if  thou  hast  any-thing 
wherwith  thou  mayest  rightfully  de-  5 
fenden  thy  compleint,  it  behoveth  thee 
to  shewen  it ;  and  I  wol  yeven  thee  space 
to  tellen  it.'  Boece.  ' Certeynly,' quod 
I  thanne,  *thise  beth  faire  thinges, 
and  enointed  with  bony  swetenesse  of  10 
rethorike  and  musike ;  and  only  whyl 
they  ben  herd  they  ben  delicious.  But  to 
wrecches  is  a  depper  felinge  of  harm ; 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  wrecches  fden  the 
harmes  that  they  suffren  more  grevously  15 
than  the  remedies  or  the  delites  of  thise 
toordes  mowen  gladen  or  comforten  hem ;  so 
that,  whan  thise  thinges  stinten  for  to 
soune  in  eres,  the  sorwe  that  is  inset 
greveth  the  thought.'  20 

PhiL  *  Right  so  is  it,'  quod  she.  '  For 
thise  ne  ben  yit  none  remedies  of  thy 
maladye ;  but  they  ben  a  maner  norissh- 
inges  of  thy  sorwe,  jdt  rebel  ayein  thy 
ouracioun.  For  whan  that  tyme  is,  I  ^5 
shal  moeve  swiohe  thinges  that  percen 
hem-self  depe.  But  natheles,  that  thou 
shalt  notwilne  toleten  thy-self  a  wrecobe, 
hast  thou  foryeten  the  noumber  and  the 
manere  of  thy  welefulnesse  ?  I  holde  me  30 
stille,  how  that  the  soverayne  men  of  the 
oitee  token  thee  in  cure  and  kepinge, 
whan  thou  were  orphelin  of  fader  and 
moder,  and  were  chosen  in  afiftnitee  of 
princes  of  the  citee ;  and  thou  bigunne  35 
rather  to  be  leef  and  dere  than  forto  ben 
a  neighbour;  the  whiche  thing  is  the 
most  precious  kinde  of  any  propinquitee 
or  alyaunoe  that  may  ben.  Who  is  it 
that  ne  seide  tho  that  thou  were  right  4^ 
weleful,  with  so  grete  a  nobleye  of  thy 
fadres-in-lawe,  and  with  the  chastitee  of 
thy  wjrf,  and  with  the  oportunitee  and 
noblene  of  thy  masoulin  children,  that  is 
to  seyn^  thy  sonesf  And  over  al  this — me  45 
list  to  passen  the  oomune  thinges— how 
thou  haddest  in  thy  youthe  dignitees  that 
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weren  wemed  to  olde  men.  Bat  it  de- 
lyteth  me  to  comen  now  to  the  singoler 

50  uphepinge  of  thy  welefnlnesse.  Yif  any 
fruit  of  mortal  thinges  may  han  any 
weighte  or  pryff  of  welefulnesse,  mightest 
thou  ever  foryeten,  for  any  charge  of 
harm  that  mighte  bifalle,  the  remem- 

55  hraunce  of  thilke  day  that  thou  Baye  thy 
two  sones  maked  oonseileres,  and  y-lad 
to-gedere  fro  thyn  house  nnder  so  greet 
assemhlee  of  senatoores  and  under  the 
blythenesse  of  poeple ;   and  whan  thou 

60  saye  hem  set  in  the  court  in  here  chayeres 
of  dignitees?  Thou,  rethorien  or  pro- 
nouncere  of  kinges  preysinges,  deservedest 
glorie  of  wit  and  of  eloquence,  whan 
thou,  sittinge  bitwene  thy  two  sones,  con- 

65  seileres,  in  the  phice  that  highte  Circo, 
f  fulfuldest  the  abydinge  of  the  mul- 
titude of  poeple  that  was  sprad  abouten 
thee,  with  so  laige  presrsinge  and  laude, 
as  men  singen  in  victories.     Tho  yave 

70  thou  wordes  to  Fortune,  as  I  trowe, 
that  is  to  seyn^  tho  f^tdu/L  thou  Fortune 
with  glonnge  vxyrdes  and  deceivedest  Atr, 
whan  she  aoosredo  thee  and  norisshede 
thee  as  hir  owne  delyces.     Thou  here 

75  away  of  Fortune  a  3dfle,  that  is  to  «cyn, 
swiche  guerdoun^  that  she  never  yaf  to 
privoe  man.  Wilt  thou  therfor  leye 
a  rekeninge  with  Fortune?  She  hath 
now  twinkled  first  upon  thee  with  a  wik- 

80  kede  eye.  Yif  thou  considere  the  noum- 
bre  and  the  manere  of  thy  blisses  and  of 
thy  sorwes,  thou  mayst  nat  forsaken  that 
thou  art  yit  blisfuL  For  if  thou  therfor 
wenest  thy-self  nat  welef ul,  for  thinges 

85  that  tho  semeden  joyful  ben  passed,  ther 
nis  nat  why  thou  sholdest  wene  thy-self 
a  wrecche ;  for  thinges  that  semen  now 
sorye  passen  also.  Art  thou  now  comen 
first,  a  sodein  gest,  in-to  the  shadwe  or 

9u  tabernacle  of  this  lyf ;  or  trowest  thou 
that  any  stedefastnesse  be  in  mannes 
thinges,  whan  ofte  a  swift  houre  dis- 
solveth  the  same  man ;  that  it  to  aeyriy 
whan  the  toule  dcparteth  fro  the  hodyf 

95  For,  al-though  that  selde  is  ther  any  feith 
that  fortunous  thinges  wolen  dwellen,  yit 
natheles  the  laste  day  of  a  mannes  lyf  is 
a  manere  deeth  to  Fortune,  and  also  to 


thilke  that  hath  dwelt.     And   therfor, 
what,  wenestow,  thar  [thee]  reoche,  yif  100 
thou  forlete  hir  in  d^jringe,  or  eiles  th^ 
she.    Fortune,    forlete   thee   in   fleemge 
awey? 

Hktkk  III.     Cum  polo  Phtbus 
roseis  quadrigis. 

Whan  Hiebus,  the  sonne,  biginneth  to 
spreden  his  cleemesse  with  rosene  ch&ri- 
ettes,  thanne  the  sterre,  y-dimmed,  palcth 
hir  whyte  chores,  hy  tho  fiamb^  of  the 
Sonne  that  overcometh  the  sterre-light.  5 
This  is  to  seyn,  whan  the  tonne  is  risen^ 
the  dey-tterre  wexeth  pale,  and  letetk  hir 
light  for  the  grete  brightneste  of  the  sonne. 
Whan  the  wode  wexeth  rody  of  rosene 
floures,  in  the  first  somer  scsoun,  thoro^h  iu 
the  brethe  of  the  winde  Zephirus  that 
wexeth  warm,  yif  the  cloudy  wind  Auster 
bio  we  felliche,  than  goth  awey  the  falre- 
nesso  of  themes.  Ofte  the  see  is  cleer 

and  calm  withoute  moevinge  flodes ;  and  15 
ofte  the  horrible  wind  Aquilon  moeveth 
boilinge  tempestes  and  over-whelveth  the 
see.  Yif  the  forme  of  this  worlde  is  so 
selde  stable,  and  yif  it  tumeth  by  so 
many  entrechaunginges,  wolt  thou  thanne  20 
tmsten  in  the  tomblinge  fortunes  of 
men?  Wolt  thou  trowen  on  flittingc 
goodes?  It  is  certein  and  ostablisshed 
by  la  we  perdurable,  that  no-thing  that  is 
engendred  nis  stedefast  no  stable.*  2< 

Psosv  rv.     Tunc  ego,  uera, 
inquam,  commemorat. 

Thanne  seide  I  thus :  *  O  norice  of  alio 
vertues,  thou  seist  ful  sooth  ;  no  I  ne  nuiy 
nat  forsake  the  right  swifte  oours  of  my 
prosperitee ;  that  it  to  teyn,  that  protperitee 
ne  he  comen  to  me  wonder  twifUy  and  tone,  5 
But  this  is  a  thing  that  greetly  smerteth 
me  whan  it  remembreth  me.  For  in  alio 
adversitee  of  fortune,  the  most  unsely 
kinde  of  contrarious  fortune  is  to  han 
ben  weleftil.*  m 

Phil.  *  But  that  thou,'  quod  she, '  abyest 
thus  the  torment  of  thy  false  opinioun, 
that  mayst  thou  nat  rightfully  blamen 
ne  aretten  to  thinges :  at  %cho  teUh,  fisr 
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'5  thou  kadyUmanyhabundauneetofthinges. 

Text  For  al  be  it  bo  that  tho  ydel 

name  of  aventaroos  welefnlnesse  moeveth 
thee  now,  it  is  leveful  that  thou  rekne 
with  me  of  how  manye  grete  thinges 

ao  thou  hast  yit  plentee.  And  therfor,  yif 
that  thilke  thing  that  thou  haddest  for 
most  precious  in  al  thy  richesse  of  for- 
tune be  kept  to  thee  jrit,  by  the  grace  of 
god,  unwemmed  and  undefouled,  mayst 

^  thou  thanne  pleyne  rightfully  upon  the 
meechef  of  Fortune,  sin  thou  hast  yit  thy 
bette  thinges  ?  Certes,  yit  liveth  in  good 
point  thilke  precioos  honour  of  man- 
kinde,  Symaous,  thy  wyvea  fader,  which 

¥^  that  is  a  man  maked  alle  of  sapience  and 
*ii  Tertu ;  the  whiche  man  thou  woldest 
bjen  redely  with  the  prys  of  thyn  owne 
lyf.  He  biwayleth  the  wronges  that  men 
don  to  thee,  and  nat  for  him-eelf ;  for  he 

55  liveth  in  sikemesse  of  any  sentences  put 
ayeins  him.  And  3rit  liyeth  thy  wyf, 
that  is  atempre  of  wit,  and  passinge  other 
wimmen  in  dennesse  of  ohastetee  ;  and 
for  I  wol  closen  shortely  hir  bountees,  she 

40  is  lyk  to  hir  fader.  I  telle  thee  wel,  that 
she  lireth  looth  of  this  lyf,  and  kepeth  to 
thee  only  hir  gooet ;  and  is  al  maat  and 
orercomen  hy  wepinge  and  sorwe  for 
desyr  of  thee,  in  the  whiche  thing  only 

45  I  nooot  graunten  that  thy  welefulnesse  is 
amenosed.  What  shal  I  seyn  eek  of  thy 
two  Bones,  conseilours,  of  whiche,  as  of 
children  of  hir  age,  ther  shyneth  the 
lyknease  of  the  wit  of  hir  fader  or  of  hir 

50  elder  fader  ?  And  sin  the  soverejm  cure 
of  alle  mortel  folk  is  to  saven  hir  owen 
lyres,  O  bow  weleful  art  thou,  yif  thou 
knowe  thy  goodes !  For  yit  ben  t^er 
thinges  dwelled  to  thee-ward,  that  no 

55  man  douteth  that  they  ne  ben  more 
dereworthe  to  thee  than  thyn  owen  \yt 
And  Ibr-thy  drye  thy  teres,  for  3rit  nis 
nat  everich  fortune  al  hateful  to  thee- 
ward,  ne  orer  greet  tempest  hath  nat  yit 

te  fidUn  upon  thee,  whan  that  thyn  ancres 
eleven  fSaste,  that  neither  wolen  suffren 
the  counfort  of  this  tyme  present  ne  the 
hope  of  tyme  oominge  to  passen  ne  to 
&ylen.'        Soeee,  *  And  I  preye,'  quod  I, 

tS '  that   facte    moten    they   halden ;    for 


whyles  that  they  halden,  how-so-ever  that 
thinges  ben,  I  shal  wol  fleten  forth  and 
escapen ;  but  thou  mayst  wel  seen  how 
grete  aparayles  and  aray  that  me  lak- 
keth,  that  ben  i>assed  away  fro  me.*  ;o 

PhU.  *  I  have  som-what  avaunsed  and 
forthered  thee,'  quod  she,  '  yif  that  thou 
anoyo  nat  or  forthinke  nat  of  al  thy 
fortune :  aa  who  teith^  I  have  aom-tcJiat 
eam/orted  thee,  to  that  thou  tempett  thee  75 
nat  thu$  tcith  al  thy/ortuney  sin  thou  Juiet 
yit  thy  beete  thingee.  But  I  may  nat  sufiren 
thy  delicos,  that  pleynest  so  wepinge  and 
angnissons,  for  that  ther  lakketh  som- 
what  to  thy  welefulnesse.  For  what  man  80 
is  so  sad  or  of  so  parfit  welefulnesse,  that 
he  ne  stryveth  and  plcyneth  on  som  halve 
ayen  the  qualitee  of  his  estat  ?  For-why 
ful  anguissous  thing  is  the  condicioun  of 
mannes  goodes ;  for  either  it  oometh  nat  85 
al-togider  to  a  wight,  or  elles  it  last  nat 
perpetueL  For  sxun  man  hath  grote 
richesses,  but  he  is  ashamed  of  his  un- 
gentel  linage ;  and  som  is  renowned  of 
noblesse  of  kinrede,  but  he  is  enclosed  in  90 
so  grete  anguisshe  of  nede  of  thinges,  that 
him  were  lever  that  ho  were  unknowe. 
And  som  man  habonndeth  both  in  rich- 
esse  and  noblesse,  but  yit  he  bowaileth 
his  chaste  Ijrf,  for  he  ne  hath  no  wyf.  95 
And  som  man  is  wel  and  selily  y-maried, 
but  he  hath  no  children,  and  norissheth 
his  richesses  to  the  eyres  of  strange 
folkes.  And  som  man  is  gladed  with 
children,  but  he  wepeth  ful  sory  for  the  100 
trespas  of  his  sone  or  of  his  dough ter. 
And  for  this  ther  ne  acordoth  no  wight 
lightly  to  the  condicioun  of  his  fortune ; 
for  alwey  to  every  man  ther  is  in  som- 
what  that,  unassayed,  he  ne  wot  nat ;  or,  105 
dies  he  dredeth  that  he  hath  assayed. 
And  adde  this  also,  that  every  weleful 
man  hath  a  ful  delicat  felinge  ;  so  that, 
but-yif  alle  thinges  bifalle  at  his  owne 
wil,  for  he  is  impacient,  or  is  nat  used  to  110 
ban  non  adversitee,  anon  he  is  throwen 
adoun  for  every  litel  thing.  And  ful  litel 
thinges  ben  tho  that  withdrawen  the 
somme  or  the  perfeccioun  of  blisfulnesse 
fro  hem  that  ben  most  fortunat.  How  iin 
many  men,  trowest  thou,  wolden  demen 
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Uem-self  to  ben  alm<wt  in  lievGn*,  jif 
thuy  niif^ht^ii  atftyiie  trk  the  leent  party  of 
tlie  remnAtint  of  thy  fortnne?  Tb-issaine 

i$o  jjlactH  tlmt  thfln  elepoist  exil,  i«  nrnitrffl>  **» 
ht^m  that  enhabit^n  heer,  And  forthy 
notbiiiF^  {is]  wrpcrh&tl  hut  whati  thon 
wcaf'-^t  it  T  a*  icAo  w^fll,  Mou  thy-mlf,  ne 
no  wight  tltsit^  nis  a  imechf^  but  trhan  A# 

135  w^t^th  himsflffi  itTfj^chfr  by  rfputm-ioun  f\f 
hU  corafjff.  A.n4  nyeinwarJ,  ivllo  fartiiTH? 
is  bliifiil  to  A  man  by  ths  fn^PAbletfle  or 
by  tbo  egalitoe  of  liim  thiit  sofTrf^th  iL 
Wliafc  mmi   is  that,  thnt  ir  B<t  welnftil, 

I, VI  thnt  nohln  ehanj^^n  his  eatat  whun  hn 
Imtli  \mt  piici-Micu?  Tho  ffwetnosse  of 
mantira  weltftilneBao  in  aiirftynoil  with 
mjiTiy  1)itoriiL'iisf«  ;  the  whieho  weleful* 
nesae^  al-thoTis^h  it  m?mo  gwet«  and  joyfnl 

1JI5  to  h**ni  thfit  nspth  it,  yit  may  it  nnt  bon 
with-holtlon  that  It  no  goth  away  whaxi  it 
wole.  Thaiinr  i^  it  wfl  sene^  how  wrocphod 
in  tho  bliflfvilnoaat*  of  tnortjil  thin|fe«,  that 
noithpr   it    dnreth    porpetu&l    with    hotn 

t^i*  that  pTory  fortnnt!  rw^iven  (iflTiMihlplj'  or 
f*l^rtly,  ne  it  dclyt^th  nat  in  al  to  hflm 
that  Iwn  anjgrniflaonfl.  O  ye  niortal  fcilk^ 
wbat  R«ko  yc  than  no  hliitfulnfisse  ont  tif 
yiuir-weJfH  whitshfl  that  is  pat  in  yonr-aelf  ? 

145  En-oar  and  fnlye  confoundeth  yow. 


that  this  tflamhling  wplpfnlnoas*  leilrtis* 
Giithf^r  he  w^mt  that  it  i^  ch^TUigdiible,  ipr 
(JlpB  he  wo4>t  it  BBt,     Ami   jif  It*  ^*w*  '^ 
it  nat,  wbftt  hliKfat  forinnp  may  ther  1* 
in  the  blindnoew]  of  ij^orance  ?    And  yif 
he  woot  that  it  i^  channgeable,  he  moo* 
alwey  ben   adrad  that  he   ne  leiw  tJiii 
thinff  that  ho  ne  dnnbtpth  nat  loit  ih**  ij? 
bft  may  Kisen  it ;  an  irAo  Jieii^^fc,  A*  mo*  Arti 
atMx|/  n|fii9^,  J«f  Alt  il&ifi  (Aa*  A*"  irerf  i^rl  *» 
juni/   ^jf*   it     For  whtrb,    the   contiauil 
droed  that  he  hatli  ne  en^freth  him  tiA% 
tot  ben   welefnL     Or  yif  he  lea&  it,  Iwlfc 
wo  net  h    t^j    he    dippy  Bed    and    forletcOt 
Certes  eek,  that  is  a  ful  tit  el  i^>od  thjil 
iff  b<:im  with  ovene  herte  whan  it  i^  licrft ; 
that  h  tfj  fiey^j  thai  mfn  do  m>  more  /arwtif 
iiir  Utst  than  of  lh6  Aawng*.     And  for  «t  ifl 
nitM'hi^  a»  thmi  tby-aulf  ajt  he,  to  whom  d 
hath    lK*n    Bhowed    and    pro  vied    l<y  Ail 
many<5   ilomoiistrttrionnff,  as  1   wuX  t»kJ, 
til  At  tho   isowlot)  laf  men   ne  mowe  uiii 
dr!y«»Ti  III  no  wj^e ;  and  i*ek  sin  it  ia  clmx  ^ 
and  eertoitit  *hnt  forinnono  wele^lnniie 
andflth  by  tho  dwth  of  the  body ;  it  xtm^ 
nat  bi^  dontc>d  that,  yif  that  de«tJi  nk^ 
take  awpy  hiiwftilneasc,  that  «Lt]e  the  kiiiil* 
uf  mortal  thingi«  nn  d(?scenf1«th  into  i<| 
wroe^h(MlniMMM  br  tha  enado  of 
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ifihn  woli  fleen  the  periloiu  aventure, 

initio  teym^  t^ftk^  woride ;  have  mindc 

vxuinlj  to  fiochen  thjn  hons  of  a  meiye 

'.'irt«  in  a  lowe  itonn.    For  al-th(»uf?h  the 

viad.  trunbling  tho  eee,   thondre  lA-itli 

ovnvtiirowinges,   thon    tliat  art  pnt  in 

loirto,  and  welefnl  by  gtrengtho  of  thy 

palix.  shalt  lodon  a  cleer  tige,  soomingpo 

^  the  woodneswt  and  the  ires  of  tho  oyr. 


Pkoiir  V.    Set  cum  rationum  iam  in  te. 

Bat  f»r  aa  moche  aa  tho  noriariiinges 
ni  my  n^Aotuia  domcenden  now  in-to  thoo, 
I  tP»ve   it   were  t>nnae   to  uwn    a  lit  el 
rtTvngfr    metlii'.vnca      Now    ander8ton<l 
'li*vr,  al   were  it  so  that  the  j-iftca   of 
Fortune  ne  were  nat  hnitol  no  t  ransitorie, 
what  in  ther  in  hem  that  may  ho  th^m 
in  any  t\'Die,  or  elles  that  it  nis  foal,  yif 
that  it  1«  cmsidored  and  lokcnl  periitly? 
Ill  Rirhe«M«,  ben  they  precious  by  tho  nature 
••f  hem-aelf,   or  elles  by  the  nature  of 
tfa(H>?     What  is  most  worth  of  richcssos? 
li    it    nat    g«>ld    or    mificht    of   nionoyo 
a««ombli'«l?      (^ortos,     thilko    gold    and 
15  thilke  m«»neyo  sh.viicth  and  yoveth  l)etore 
rf-nonn  t«»  horn  that  d('Kp4>ndon  it  thanno 
ti»thilke  folk  that  mokeren  it ;  for  avar- 
ice maketh  alwt'V  mokfrercs  to  lion  lmte<lf 
and  lariBinMe  maketh  fi>lk  cl<*er  of  renonn. 
ai  For  sin  that  swich  thing  as  is  transferred 
tram  o   man    t«>    anf>thor    no   may  nat 
•lw«llen  with  no  man ;  certi>fi,  thanno  is 
thilk**  nioDi-ye  |>rc<'ious  whan  it  is  trans- 
lat«fi  into  other  folk  and  sti'ntcth  to  b«>n 
r*  lL*<i,  by  usage  of  large  yt'vingo  0/  him 
tkai  hath  yeirn  it.     And  also  :  yif  that  al 
tli^  moneye  tliat  is  ov»^r-al  in  tho  worldo 
««r«*  gaden**!   towanl  o  man,  it  slioldo 
niak»-n  alio  other  men  to  Iten  ncily  as  of 
mtkat.      And  cortes   a  voys  al  h<M»l,  that 
u  t»  *^yii,  trith-oute  OTMnuMiiffe^  fultiUcth 
t'i-fi*i<>rB  the  hiring  of  mocho  folk  ;  but 
«>««■«,  yimre   rirlu'H8«*8   no    niowon    nat 
pssM-n  in-to  mrK-lio  folke  with-outo  am<>u- 
^fvtinc^.     And   whan   thoj*  Ik'u   apnsscHl, 
nMii>9ithey  maken  hem  p<iro  that  for-gon 
»!»<?  ricbfiises.       O  !  st  reite  and  nedy  clojw 
1  thifl  riclii'SH'*,  sin  that  many   folk   no 
ib»y  lat  ban    it  al,   nc  al   may  it   nat 


comen  to  o  man  with-outon  povert<KJ  of  4*^ 
alle  other   folk !     And  tho  sliyningo   of 
gcmmes,    that    I    cUpe    ^*rfcious    gtimet^ 
draweth  it  nat  tho  oyon  of  folk  to  bom- 
ward,  that  is  to  teyn,  for  thf  Jpeautee  ?    But 
cortes,  yif  thor  wore  l>oauteo  or  Ixmnteo  45 
in  the  sh^iiinge  of  stonos,  thilko  clcor- 
nesse  is  of  the  stones  hem-scIf,  and  nat 
of  men  ;  for  whiclio  I  wondro  gretly  that 
men  mor>-ailen  on  swicho  thinges.     For- 
why,  what  thing  is  it,  that  yif  it  wantcth  50 
mocving  and  joynturo  of  s«iwlo  un«l  iKxly, 
that  bj'  right  niighte  somen  a  fair  orco- 
turo  to  him  that  hath  a  8<iwlo  of  resoun  ? 
For  al  1)0  it  so  that  geinnits  drawen  to 
hem-self  a  litel  of  tho  bisto  Iwuuteo  of  tho  $$ 
world,  through  the  eutento  of  bir  eroatonr 
and  through  the  distinceioun  of  hem-self; 
yit,  for  as  m<K'hel  as  they  l>en  pnt  .under 
yon  re  excellence,  the5'ne  ban  nat  dc8Qr>'cd 
by  no  wey  that  yo  sbolden  mor\-ailen  on  60 
hem.   And  the  boauteo  of  fcldcs,  delyteth 
it  nat  mochol  un-to  yi>w  ?  * 

Boece.  *  Wliy  sbolde  it  nat  delyten  us, 
sin  that  it  is  a  right  fair  i>orci«»un  of  tho 
right  fair©  werko,  that  in  to  iet/n,  of  this  6$ 
irorld  ?  And  right  so  lH>n  we  gluded  som- 
tjTiio  of  tho  faeo  of  the  soo  whan  it  is 
cl<»er ;  and  also  mi!r\aib*n  wo  on  tho 
hevcno  and  on  tho  sterres,  and  on  tho 
Bonno  and  on  tho  nione.'  7^ 

Philoaophye..  '  AiH-rtenctb,'  qu<Kl  she, 
'anj-  of  thilko  tbing<>8  to  tlnK*?  Why 
darst  thou  glorifyen  th<»o  in  the  shjaiingo 
of  any  swirho  thing's?  Art  thou  dis- 
tiugwetl  and  emlx'lis«!d  by  the  springingo  75 
flonres  of  tho  ftrst  somer  se94mn,  or 
swelleth  tliy  pbntj'O  in  the  fniitos  of 
somer?  Why  art  thou  nivissbod  with 
ydel joyes?  Why  embrne<'5t  thou  straungo 
go<Mles  as  tbey  weren  tbyno?  Fortune  no  80 
sbal  never  maken  that  swicho  thinges 
ben  thyne,  that  nature  of  thinges  bath 
muked  foreine  fro  thee.  S«M>tb  is  that, 
witb-outen  doute,  tho  fnites  of  the  ertho 
<»wen  to  Ix'U  to  tho  norissingu  of  Itestes.  85 
And  yif  thou  wolt  fulfillo  thy  nede  after 
that  it  sutt'jTH'th  t»>  nature,  than  is  it  no 
ntMlo  that  thou  Si*ke  after  the  sii]>ortluiteo 
of  fortune.  For  with  ful  fewe  things 
and  with  ful  litel  thingt>a  nature  halt  bir  90 
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f^ililllliitiie  nf  tiattiro  with  ffnperflnitecia, 
corte^^  thUko  tliLU^os  tlmt  tbou  wult 
threaten  or  pourirn  in  to  natnr«  slmUen 
r^  bon  luijO^Ql  to  tlie«,  or  ollea  anoyouB. 
Wenoftt  thou  ec^k  that  it  be  a  fair  thtng^ 
to  Bbyne  with  JyverBo  clothing>&?  Of 
whiabo  cdothJjif^  yif  the  betkntco  ho 
ogrdonhla  ti»  \nVc-u  iip-<in.  I  wol  mt^rvnilim 

iLD  fin  tho  nikttii^  of  tho  inut«ira  of  thilke 
clothea,  or  ollcs  on  tho  workiaaAii  ih&t 
wrT>ra^bco  hctm,  Bttt  ii1(N>  ti  ]t>tif7  rmitf»  of 
mcjneeT  muketh  timt  a  biisl\il  mnn  ?  Tho 
uliiche  Sjfir\iuit4^  yif  they  ben  vicifras  of 

iOS  condiqioiin^,  it  ifl  n  j^reftt  churBCi  iwid  n 
lUstruceJpcin  to  the  bons^  and  a  irroet 
pj3i?imy  to  tho  h*rcl  hitu  eeW.  And  yif  they 
hen  gtwde  inen^  huw  shiil  itranngo  or 
fonuinci  goutlnQBJfc  hon  put  jn  thononmbro 

no  of  tJiy  rithpflflp?  So  tli4t,  by  idl  these 
forseido  thingtsA,  it  iit  cloarly  y-shewod^ 
thai  BiH't^f  mm  cif  tbiLko  thinges  that 
them  iLn^ountodcist  for  tliynn  goodos  nas 
nat  thy  good.     In  tbo  whicho  thinge--9^ 

115  yif  ther  l>e  no  hc>ATiteo  to  l>pn  deiyrorl, 
why  iholdost  thon  ben  sory  yif  thim  lase 
h«m^  or  why  iboldoal  ihon  rcj>oyscn  thp« 
to  bolden.  hemV  For  yif  thoy  hen  faire 
I  ktncli,\  what  ftttfrtenatb  thj 


y-TOt  in  yon,  for  whkh  yo 
ontwBj:d.    yoiir«    groo^le*  m  foretne    moM 
snltgii  thlzigei?    So  i«  tbAttiie  th«  toti^ 
dioiimn  of   thlnjgtgs  tomnl    up-vo-dAvii,  ^ 
thai  »  Qijui,,  that  it  &  dcv^ti^  be«it  >i^ 
mvrite  of  hie  Te«oiin,  thinketh  that  hittir 
■elf  nis  neithor  fftiro  ne  noble,  l««-jif 
it  h0  thorugh  poaseafliouti  of  octelnMi&li 
that  no  hiLu  no  sowIhl,     And  ta&n^A,  §1*3* 
othor  thingefi  bon  apayed   of  hir  ifvm 
heautee  ;  bni  yo  men,  that  ben  stiabkM* 
to  gwl  byyoar  roaonable  thought^  dennn 
to  ftpftiwilen  your  ejEGeUent  kuidi>  of  li* 
lowo^  thlxigm  ;  ne  yo  anderslonden  nil  1^ 
bow    gr&et    a    ^rotig    ye    don    to  yonf 
citkat-Qur.     For  he  woldla  that  numkink 
were  mi»ftt  ^-xirthy  and  noblo  of  any  othn 
ertbely  things  ;   and  yo  threst«i  a^loiut 
your  diRiiitws  bonetbo  the  lowest  tliine«&  ii« 
For  yif  that  al  the  grso*!  Af  every  thinfv 
bo  more  precious  than   i^  thilke  thinf 
whos   that    tbo   jcood    la ;    sin  yo  demfn 
tliat    the    foiilesta    thinge*    ben    yourv 
goodm,  thaima  anbmitten  ye  and  pntsoi  t^ 
yonr-s&tven  nnder  iho   foulest^  tbinge* 
b^^  your  eattmacionn ;    and  ecarlcMh  t2iii 
tydetb  nat  witb-onte  yofune  deMrte^  Pol' 
certca^  swicho  ia  tbo  oondicionn  cvf  alit 
miuikindo,  that  only  whan  it  hath  knoii^i  if 
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Thn  nolt  9ej9  "  nay."    Certes,  richoBses 

h»a  iD07«d  All  ofbe  hem  that  han  tho 

^fnebetief ;  tin  that  every  wikked  shrewe, 

and  for  hit  wikkedneMe  the  more  gredy 

F      ifter  other  folkes  richesses,  wher-so  ever 

it  be  in  any  place,  bo  it  gold  or  precious 

Aoom:,  weneth  him  only  most  worthy 

MMttbMt  hath  hem.    Thon  thanno,  that  so 

hiij  dredect  now  the  swcrd  and  now  the 

fperp,   yif  thon  haddost  entred  in  the 

}iftth  of  this  lyf  a  voide  wayferinge  man, 

tiian  wuldost  thon  singe  befom  tho  thocf ; 

■■'«  tr*o  teiik,  a  pore  man,,  that  berth  no 

rieketue  on  him  bjf  the  tceye^  may  boldely 

mm§e  bi/trtm  theves^  fur  he  hath  nat  tcherof 

to  btu  robbetL     O  precious  and  right  clcer 

is  the  blisfnlnesse  of  mortal  richessos, 

'  that,  whan  thou  hast  geten  it,  than  hast 

rhua  lorn  thy  sikemesso ! 

McTBB  V.     Felix  nimium  prior  etas, 

Blisfol  was  tho  first  age  of  men  !   They 

h«*ldKn  hem  apayed  with  the  motes  that 

thvtrvwe  feldes  broughten  forth.     They 

iH*  distroyede  nor  dcKseivedo  nat  hcm-Sflf 

'with  outra^fo.     They  wercn  wont  lightly 

t4»  daken  hir  hunger  at  even  with  acomes 

•if  «>ke«.     Thoy  no  coudo  nat  modly  tho 

yittc  of  Bachus  to  the  clcer  hony ;   that 

to  tt  K-yn,  they  coude  make  no  piment  nor 

<•  darrte  ;    no   they  coudo  nat   iiiodlo  tho 

i'ri^hto  fleeaes  of  tho  contrco  of  Soriens 

with  the  %-enim  of  Tyrio ;  this  is  to  Stfyn, 

fkry  coude  nat  dtyen  trhyte  fleeaes  cf  Serien 

ruHiree  with  the  blode  of  a  maner  shelfisshe 

>5  that  wten  finden  in  Tyrie,  tcith  tchiche  blood 

M#«  deyen  purpur.     Thoy  slefien  hoolsom 

•leped  up-un  tho  gras,  and  dnmkon  of  the 

renuinge  wateros;  and  layon  under  the 

•ksdwes  of  the  heyo  pjni-troes.     No  no 

>•  CM  ne  struungere  no  carf  yit  the  heyo 

*!«  with  ores  or  with  shipi>es ;   no  they 

ne  hiidde  se^-n  yit  none  newo  strondos, 

t<»  leden    marchaundyse    in-to   dyverse 

•■"ntn^s.    Tho  wercn  the  cruel  clarioims 

'5  fsl  host  and  ful  stille,  no  blood  y-shad 

^7  cgre  hate  ne  haddo  nat  deyed    yit 

•nnures.     For  wher-to  or  which  wood- 

i^MK  nf  enemys  wolde  first  moeven  armos, 

vban  they  seyen  cruel  woundes,  ne  none 


medcs  bo  of  blood  y-shad?        I  wolde  3t> 
that  ouro  tymcs  sholdo  tomo   aycin  to 
tho  oldo  manoros !     Bat  the  anguissous 
lovo  of  havingo  brouucth  in  folk  more 
crucly  than  the  fyr  of  the  mountaigne 
Kthno,   iJiat  ay  brenneth.      Alios !    what  35 
was  ho  that  first  dalf  up  tho  gobetes  or 
tho  woightes  of  gold  covered  under  erthe, 
and  the  precious  stones  that  woldcn  han 
bon   hid?     He  dalf  up   precious  perils. 
That  is  to  s*^yn^  that  he  that  hem  first  up  40 
dal/^  he  dalf  up  a  precious  peril;  for-v:hy 
for  the  preciousnesse  of  swiche  thinge^  hath 
many  man  ben  in  peril. 

Prose  VI.  Quid  autem  de  diynitatibus. 

But  what  shal  I  soye  of  dignitoes  and 
of  powers,  tho  whicho  ye  men,  that 
neither  knowen  vcrrnj'  digiiitoo  ne  verray 
])ower,  arojTsen  hoin  as  heyo  as  the 
hevene?  Tho  whicho  tligniteos  and  5 
powers,  yif  they  comeii  to  any  wikkod 
mun,  they  dou  as  groto  damages  and 
dostrucciouiis  as  doth  tho  fiuimibo  of  tho 
mountaigne  Ethua,  whau  tho  flaumbo 
walwoth  up ;  no  no  dolugo  ne  doth  so  10 
cruel  hormcs.  Cortes,  theo  remenibrotli 
wol,  OM  I  trowo,  that  thilko  dignitco  that 
men  clci>on  tho  impcrio  of  consulers,  the 
wliicho  tliat  whylom  was  biginningo  of 
frodoui,  youre  eldrcs  covoitodcn  to  han  15 
d«>n  away  that  dignitco,  for  tho  pr>'do  of 
tho  consulers.  And  right  for  tho  sumo 
pryde  your  cMrcs,  biforn  that  tj-mo, 
haddou  don  awcy,  out  of  tlio  citoo  of 
llomo,  tho  kiiigos  name;  that  is  to  seyn^  ;»> 
they  nolde  han  no  lengrr  no  king.  But  now, 
yif  so  bo  that  dignitoes  and  iwwors  bo 
ye  von  to  goo<lo  men,  tho  whicho  thing 
is  ful  si>ldo,  what  agrcablo  thing  is  thcr 
in  tho  dignitoes  or  powers  but  only  tho  ^5 
gfXMlncsso  of  folkos  tliut  uscn  hem  ?  And 
thorfor  it  is  thus,  that  honour  no  comth 
nat  to  vertu  for  cause  of  dignitco,  but 
aycin  ward  honour  comth  to  dignitco  for 
cause  of  vertu.  But  whicho  is  tliilko  30 
youre  derewortho  power,  that  is  so  clocr 
and  so  requerable?  O  ye  crthclicho 
bostes,  considore  yo  nat  over  which 
thinge  that  it  senoieth  that  ye  han  power  ? 
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35  Now  yi  ft  lion  sayo  n  moiw  amongos  other 
mys,  that  chAliiiin^d  to  liim-solf-warrl 
right  anil  piiwor  over  alio  other  mj-s, 
liow  greet  scorn  woldest  thrm  han  of  it ! 
Glosa.   So  fareth  it  by  men  ;  the  body  hath 

4«>J>oicv?r  oixr  the  hudy.  For  yif  thou  li>ke 
wo.l  up-on  the  ]i«Hly  of  a  wight,  what 
thing  shalt  thon  findo  moro  freelethan  is 
mankindo  ;  the  whiche  men  wel  cite  ben 
slayn  with  bj-tinge  of  smalo  flyes,  or  ellea 

45  with  the  ontringo  of  cropingo  womioa 
in-to  the  privetees  of  niannes  Ixxly  ?  But 
whor  shal  nruin  finden  any  man  that  may 
exercon  or  haunten  any  right  up-on 
another  man,  bnt  onlj'  n^von  his  iKxly, 

5<i  or  elles  ui)-<»n  t hinges  that  lien  lowere 
than  the  bixly,  the  whiche  I  clei>o  for- 
tunoiifl  pofisessioiins  ?  Mayst  thou  ever 
have  any  comaiindement  over  n  free 
corace?    Mayst  thim  n.-muen  fro  the  ostat 

55  of  his  propru  reste  a  thought  that  is 
elJ'^•ing^>  to-gidoro  in  him-sclf  by  stodo- 
fjist  rr's<»un?  As  whylom  a  tjTraunt 
wendtj  to  oonloimde  a  free  man  of  corage, 
and  wonde  to  constreyne  him  hy  torment, 

6o  to  nuiken  hiui  discoveren  and  a(>ns<>n  folk 
that  wiston  of  a  coniuraoioun,  tchich  I 
cicpc  fl  coi^ffflfrnriAf  thj^t  wtis  cast  nyeins 


And  3'it  more-over,  yif  it  so  were  th*"^^ 
thlso  dignitoes  or  poweres  hadden  any^ 
]>ropre  or  natural  goodnesse  in  hem-selTp 
never  nolden  thoy  oomen    to  shrewML. 
For  contrarious  thinges  ne  hen  nat  won't  ^ 
to  l>en  y-felawshipcd  to-giderc.     Nature 
reftiseth    that   contrarious  thinges  ben 
y-joignc<l.     And  so,  as  I  am  in  certein 
that  right  wikked  folk  ban  dignitees  uft« 
tjnne,  than  sheweth  it  wel  that  digniteei  95 
and  pi>wers  ne  ben  nat  goode  of  hir  owne 
kindo ;  sin  tliat  theysuffren  hem-self  t» 
eleven  or  joinon  hem  to  shrewes.    And 
cert^,    the    same    thing    may    I    moit 
digneliche  jugen   and  seyn  of  alle  the  wo 
3'iftes  of  fortune  that  most  plentevoasly 
comen  to  shrewes  ;  of  the  whiche  yiftel, 
I  trowe  that  it  oughte  ben  considered, 
that  no  man  douteth  that  he  nis  strong 
in  whom  he  seeth   strougtlie ;    and  in  n; 
whom  that  swiitnesso  is,  sooth  it  is  that 
he  is  swilt.    Also  musike  maketh  mn- 
sicieus,  and  phisiko  maketh  phisicieni. 
and  rothoriko  rethoriens.     For-why  the 
nature  of  every  thing  maketh  bis  pro-  id 
pn>toe,  no  it  is  nat  entremodled  with  ths 
effects  of  the  contrarious  thiuges  ;  and, 
iiA  of  wil^  it  cha^eth  otit  tlii«(ft*i  thmt  Two    1 
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utsrel  bonntM.  as  it  is  Ail  vel  y-seae. 

For  neither  they  ne  jita^en   hc-m   nat 

•l«cr  M  K«)ude    men,   ne  maken    hem 

ififtlwty  ipmde    to  whom    that    thejr  ben 

r^oipied. 

ICnvE  TL     AVwiiniui  tpiaHt4U  dederit 
rvinoa. 

ITe  ban  wel  knowen  hov  many  t^rtiv 

lumtM  anil  destmcoiiinnii  veren  <l«'n  f'v 

au  fMji^rnr  Xtro.     H«f  let-t   brense   the 

<itf«    n(   Biiiue.    and    nukde    sl€«n    tLi 

•fuatiiares^     And  he.  crael.  whylMm  slrv 

&if  hp'ther:    and  he  wan  maked  ni<iist 

vitb  the  bli^id  itf  his  moUT:  that  i*  fc 

iffii.  A4»  Utrt  »U*-n  and  Mitttn  tht  bi^ly  ojr 

kii  rnmUr,  to  se^n  vktr  k^  uxu  fnmceir*d : 

and  he  b»ked  on  every  halre  nj>-on  htr 

ciibie  dede  Nniy.  ne  n«>  tvre  ne  vette  his 

fiate.  bat   h^  mis  jo  kard-hrri^d  that  he 

ini|^t«'   ben  domes-man  or  jo^e  t4  hir 

l««le  be«iutec.     And  nathrl(-s.  >'it  ipiiverri- 

ade  this  -Wro  )iy  ce^itre  aUe  the  ii-i*-!-!*-* 

(hat   Phet'os  the  s^mnH  mar  sc^n.  r-i.ui- 

in^e  fnuii  his  imtereste  tkrysiix^  til   h«- 

h.Tde  his  Uim.-s  nnd^r  thi*  waw<-s  :   that 

it  t»  itryn.  h^  ffur^nud  alU  ihf  pK<fpU*  ^y 

ceytn  UHp»rial  that  th*'  j^tnn^  goth  a^pout'. 

fmm   fjf   tit    irrxf.      And    v*rk    thi*    Xiri' 

grjti^rmptl  by  r^pir^  alle  the  ]Mie]'l>.-9  that 

l«a  uz^dfr  tlie  r«iMt'  Morrrs  that  hi^Lt«-n 

"  iept«*iu  trii  ine3  " ;  thh  u  t"  t^yn.  h*  guv*  r- 

^d^  aUr   the  pofpb-*  that  Un  uwl^r  (Ay 

parfy  it/thf  north.  And  w-k  X'TO  yr^nvd 

»l\*r  tht*  ji<i«k|dc'S  tliitt   thi*  'liolt-ni   "wisA 

Niithoji  MfiirkMh.  and  ><tktrh  thtr  }'T-t.' 

nitjf  nandi-s  hy  hi:*  liriv  ht-to  :  th-it  u  to 

»  rys,  al/^  f**-  jtt't'plfM  in  th*  ^mth.     But  yit 

Lf  Diicbt**  nat  «1  hi*  hv**  i-iwf-r  torrj*-  tL<- 

v«m4ji«m*'  of  this  wikkfnl  Xf-r«i,     Alias  ! 

it  u  -A  grt-\-nu.%  f'lrttin*'.  as  nfyt-  as  'M-ikk*-! 

iWHpi  L*  jfiiffn'-d  t«i  cni«-l  vi-iiini :  that  it 

^  fc""ya,  nniiHtjUM  crmlf"-  tt  ivrdthiyj*' .' 

pKfDir  VII.      TuM  ^{f.  trit^  intjuain. 

Thannp  Fii»yd«-  I  thuiJ :  'Thou  w*t«t  w«-l 

tky-*ll"   That    th..*    roVfitisi-    of    jr.ortal 

'*>ir-rw  n««  ha^Mf  n«-v.T  hmifilii)-  *.t  ii;«  : 

hut  I  liavM  wel  desire*  1  Hiittt-n'  ot  thJr:ir<  - 

?^i  Ji.ru-.    n#   irAo  *tith^    I  d*jnr*    to   hun 


vnfiten  of  p'.Trrmattmrt  ffw^  A'Avaali^^it. 
tor  Tenn.  stilie.  i.*-  sLi-^ie  zax  eli*x.  :* 
that  is  U'  tryti.  tkat  >tyr.  UtU  thjt.  it  h^ 
•ntr  .Jd/.  his  r^rfv,  thit  l.ip  n-t'/rl  gtUl-. 
nf  ahtmld  wit  /•f  rubJ^  tiwfj^  rrittt-d  in  pen*  11-  ; 
aunet  0/  cnn,iun*  :  /k  *  irJkirA   lu'S  MicAf'a 


•and  that   is  a  ILir^  :i.at  irjiy  Irtw-i 
to    riivcrmacnc-o    Firi'.ij*:    Len-t*    aji    >-i4 
•worthy   a:-d    t-.-liit    of   Lir    z^T-zirt  :    •■::: 
natheles.  it   n.ay   1.11:   .jraw-i.     r   i-i;.  t, 
swicLe   h«-rt^*  as   r-n  >-*  r  -jri-t  :•■  :l- 
tolle  jfrif.oi'.ui.  •■:  i>-r::i.  ":La:  is  *.'h^.yz  .  . 
CT'veitise  o;  clr.rje  aL:'i  i>  l^-t:!.  :•   i:«:,  i»-] 
adxninistre^l  the  o-xi-ai-v  tLii^-rs  .-r  -j  ■:. 
p»de  desert es  t--  jr^i.t    "i  tL<    <[ii'C-^i-ir 
For  see  n^w  sni  c 'Z-rI  i^r*-.  L-w  lii^l  tiz.i 
how  v..iir  ..I  all-  j ris  is  tiilke  rl-  r;..  - 
(Vrtt-ir.  thiioris.  &&  :!.■■;;  Lart  l*r:.»-i   ly 
the  drir*'.x-str»<:i-.tLi.  •.•:  a*rr"r-'iLT*.  thai 
al  th»-  iiii-ir-r.;:^*:  .-i  r*.-.   *rrLr  &•»'.•.•;- 
ne  hai:  :,a:   '.-:  t...^  r^*-::.  .f  a  j-.jlJl- 
at   r-zar-i   >•:  -rL-  irr »-•;.►•*-■-  ■■ :  :..\.:.*- 
that  i>  t'-  f^yi..  tLh:  ;. .!  r:.-  r  w-.-t  !:.:,>..• 
foii.j.arii-':ii.  •.!  :L'    -.—  ..-   •  .■  ri,r  irr*-'- 
liirSSv  •■:  Lev*!.*-,  ir.. ;.  «■  ..-.;,    i.^* :.  ;:.  :,; 
that  th-:  ♦rr-.L-  1..-  i. ......  7.  .  i-yi:*-..-:.     ^»r  r.M 

whir  hi-  lir- 1  r-ei'-i.  ■■:  •/..?  -*..r:...  ••/.  . 
i<-r:lie  i.}*rr>*-  i?  fr.Lk.'.t*-:  v,*;,   .  -i..*;'. 
>•*«<-*  tf.iiT  v.-  kr.  ■».:.    >i-  •.•   .-:   •;.•.•.,• 
hast  y-l-r:>-i  >v  Ti.'  .■■;.■> ^    •:  ;^-  ;  r..\.... 

it.     A:,i  y.l   :;,.:;   i.i  .  ,.-*.•    *.•;,-].;.*...■ 
ax.']    ariat*-!    ::.    :;,;.    •;.■  •  :-';vr    if,   ir..'.i    , 
l»:r".L.-  j-art.-k*- a--  ij-'»' ;.•    k;..i/i    ;ii.  •»,!    »,  . 
a:.-:  'ij*-  uj:xr»  v-  '.•■;,•• ;..  ;,  *;.  j  •,•,  1  •.;...  . 

ai.  i    as    n.'i'^i    ^ja/.-    l-   •.«, ■    /.;*    ■  ..   .1 
•iroi;;;;j-.    ..M-r-*.'/*-  I  r.  •;.    fhr*  »/>■*#  „« 

thrr  n*«;i'i*  a  riy.\»  j-rji  •   j.,»/«    •>,*:.' 
habira*  :■••:?.    ■•:    ••':..      .».:,.     •.  1     •!.;.,, 
tJ.at     T- ;,    <:•../■  ;..-i    .-u    .    #  .m.^    ,     vs.,*;.     ,. 
tij*:  >--••]  r.i.i..      T  •:.  .j;.  J -.>  r-    'r.,    ... 

y*:     t-.'    iJ-HI.  ;.•'-•'    ■        ■.'    ■    f      J.  .•,.,■    .       ;....;      ...    .       . 

yonr*-  i.-ir;  »  •'  ■-  •  •*  r;  if/.  '  /;■  • 
\"Ur  Ifj-r..  V.;,-  .-  .*.,  ;:,»*.  j-j  -,  „, 
ff  ]•'  •.-*••''•  iT*  r 
X.  •»    y  .'•'  In  .'    '■•.••.•; 

i:.    irr.-r     j.  ;r  7.  '      \:       -...,.    ■^*». 
tJitr*--.,  .  •/*»!•   :;ju.;.    a  j.»v../>.j     .]■. 


■    ■■     »-'.•..     »^,-    ;    . 


ir>3 


^ottiiM.   Qgfooft  n:  ^O0e  vtl 


of  tonge  and  of  niAncres  nnd  eek  of 
ruaoniL  of  liir  liviiigo^  ben  enhabitcd  in 
the  clos  of  thilka  litel  liabitAclo  ;  to  tho 

60  whichQ  nAcioutut,  what  for  diffiealtea  of 
weyes  and  wliat  for  dyvoraiti^a  of  lan- 
gngeij  and  whnt  for  dcfaute  of  unusnge 
and  pintrqaomunm^i}  of  inarehanudisef 
mtt  only  the  njimcs  of  singnler  men  no 

*'5  Jtiiiy  nat  strtwchL^u^  bnt  eek  tho  fume  of 
c^itG>ej  no  may  nnt  etrecchon.  At  tliP 
last*,  certea^  in  tho  tymft  of  Marcua 
TiiUins^  aa  him-iDlf  writ  in  his  bcw>k^  that 
tho  renonn  of  tJxo  comune  of  Home  De 

p:>  haddo  nat  jit  piksaiKl  n&  clotimlMjn  over 
the  moantaigne  that  high  to  Caui^ead  ; 
and  ylt  wits,  thlLke  tyma,  Bams  wel 
ivaxcn  and  erectly  rodouted  of  tlioParthc* 
and  oek  ot  othnr  folk  oiihf»hitii}g;o  Aboate. 

;.S  Seeatow  nat  than  no  how  Bttolt  and  bow 
rompres^d  la  tbilkd  gb>rio  that  ye  trav- 
ail f?n  iklMiuto  to  Elbe  WD  aud  to  mnltiplyo  ? 
Md^y  thanne  the  glorie  of  a  aingrnler 
Koniainu  atr^cbeu  thider  as  tbti  famo 

fk>  of  tbo  namo  of  Home  may  luit  f^Umbcin 
ne  ijaeai^n  ?  Aiid  eck,  eix^^tiw  t5at  that 
thfl  maneroa  of  ^Jyv^^^Bo  fidk  and  t^e^i.  hir 
law<^4  bon  disoondarint  among  bom-Self ; 
fy"  that  thilkd  thing  that  Bom  mpn  jnjfen 


wbjit  thing  haat  thou  hy  whicie  tho 
mji>  Eft  re  joy  ion  theo  of  long  latftbige  «l 
tby  namo?  For  yif  ther  were 
oompari^onn.  of  the  abydingo  of  dl 
to  ttn  tbouEiand  winter^  for  1 
bothe  the  spaces  hen  cnded^  jit  hxktk  t^^ 
moment  som  pordoua  of  Jt»  iil4^bcmglL  \ 
litel  be  But  natheles,  thilko  nelvo  fto 
lire  of  jBres,  and  oek  aA  niAnj^  T^vus  i 
tber-t<i>  may  be  multiplyed,  tio  ma^^l 
certea^  beu  compansoned  to  the  perdn 
bletoe  that  id  endelefl  ;  for  of  thlnges  tltv 
ti  an  cade  may  Iw  maked  cvampnH3<Maik.  uo 
lint  of  thinges  that  Iwu  i^ith-otit«u  cndf^, 
io  ihingiu  thai  han  endOf  meyr*  be  mak«d 
no  oomparkoun.  And  forthy  is  it  that* 
al-thoug^h  renooi^t  of  as  long  tyme  am  erer 
tboo  liat  to  thiukout  trorc  thought  ta  ihn  i|< 
rt^^aj-d  of  fst^mitee,  that  is  unstaanchable 
luid  iiifinit,  it  no  sbolJe  nat  onlir  B^iacn 
lital^  bat  pleynlii^he  right  nangbt.  Bat 
ye  tnou,  o^lHc^a,  ne  pouno  d^^n  utitbiai: 
4r right,  bat-yif  it  be  for  the  aadi£)iie«  ij 
of  poepla  and  for  ydel  muionrs;  and 
ye  forsaken  tho  greto  wortJiim^ssse  of 
conscienco*  and  of  vertu,  and  y«  fifJcun 
yoor  gnerdonna  of  tbe  amal»  wordis  of 
straonge  folk,         Hhto    n+iw    beer    and  t| 
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«ilk"    Bat  what  is  it  to  thi«o  noble 

biDMtiiyiDeii  (for,  oertes,  of  swiche  folke 

kc  I)  that  seken  g^lorie  with  vortu? 

Vbat  is  it  ?  *  qood  she ;  *  what  attejmeth 

hm0  to  swiche  folk,  whan  the  body  is 

mqItwI  by  the  deeth  at  the  laste?    For 

Sjif  it  §0  be  that  men  dyen  in  al,  that 

it  to  tefH,  hody  and  mncle^  the  whiche 

tkiof  oar  resoon  defendeth  ns  to  bileven, 

tksBiie  is  ther  no  glorie  in  no  wyse.    For 

•nftsl  aknUe  VUlke  glorU  hen^  whan  he, 

^s  of  whom  thilke  iflorie  is  seyd  to  be,  nis 

riffat  naoght  in  no  wyse  ?    And  3rif  the 

■owle,  whiche  that  hath  in  it-self  science 

«f  coode   werkes,    imbonnden    fro    the 

ivison  of  the  erthe,  wendeth  frely  to  the 

QSkcrene,   despyseth   it   nat  thanne   alle 

othely    occnpacioan ;     and,    being    in 

hewDft,  rejoyseth  that  it  is  exempt  fro 

sUs  erthely  thinges  ?  At  tcko  aeiihy  thanne 

rAkftk  the  mtcU  inf  no  glorie  of  renoun 

i^^ftAiMfcvrld. 

Mrr«K  VI L    Qnicunque  aolam  mente 
praeeipUi  petit 

Whn-eo     that,     with     overthrowinge 

Ufioght,    only  seketh    glorie    of   fame, 

uid  ven<>th  that  it  bo  Bovereyn  good  : 

Ut  him  lifken  np-on  the  bnidc  shewingo 

5  CTKQtnees  of  hevene,  and  np-on  the  streite 

iit«  <>f  this  erthc ;    and    he    shal    ben 

uhamrd  of  the  encroea  of  his  name,  that 

tDMj  nat  falfille  the  litel  compas  0/  the 

frtkf.    O !  what  coveiten  pronde  folk  to 

r  nlilWn  ap  hir  nekkos  in  ydel  in  tlie  dedly 

[      pik  0/  this  worMe  ?    For  al-thongh  that 

moan  y-sprad,  passinge  to  feme  poeplcs, 

r<h  ij  dyverse  tonges ;  and  al-though 

that  grete    houses  or  kinredes  shynen 

*5  ^th  rUre  titles  of  honours ;  ^-it,  natheles, 

^fa  despyseth  alle  hcye  glorie  of  fame  : 

ud  deeth  wrappoth  to-gidere  the  heye 

irTfdes  and  the  lowe,  and  maketh  egal 

u«i  evfue  the  hfyeste  U)  the  loweste. 

■'Wb#T  woncn   now  the  bones  of  trewe 

Fibricias?      What    is    now   Brut  as,   or 

•rierae  Catonn?    The  thinne  fame,  yit 

^     iMtingf.  of  hir  ydel  names,  is  marked 

virh  a  fewe  lottres ;  bat  al-thongh  that 

^  ve  han  knowen  the  faire  wordes  of  the 


fames  of  hem,  it  is  nat  yeven  to  knowe 
hem  that  ben  dcde  and  consumpto.  Lig- 
geth  thanne  stille,  al  ontroly  unknow- 
able ;  ne  fame  ne  maketh  yow  nat  knowe. 
And  yif  ye  wene  to  liven  the  longer  for  30 
winde  of  your  mortal  name,  whan  o 
cruel  day  shal  ravisshe  yow,  thanne  is 
the  seoonde  deeth  dwellinge  un-to  yow.' 
Glose.  The  first  deeth  he  clepeth  heer  the 
departinge  qfthe  body  and  the  sotcle  ;  and  .^5 
the  teconde  deeth  ?ie  cUpeth^  aa  heer^  the 
Hintinge  of  the  renoun  offa-me, 

Pbosk  VIII.    Set  ne  me  inexorahile  contra 
fortunanu 

*  But  for  as  mochel  as  thou  shalt  nnt 
wenen,'  quod  she,  *that  I  )>ore  nntretublo 
batailo  ayeins  fortune,  j^t  som-t^nuo  it 
bifalleth  that  she,  decey\'able,  deservoth 
to  han  right  gtMxl  thank  of  men  ;  and  5 
that  is,  whan  she  hir-self  opneth,  and 
whan  she  doscovereth  hir  frount,  and 
sheweth  hir  maneres.  Pcraventure  yit 
understondest  thou  nat  that  I  shiil  soyc. 
It  is  a  wonder  that  I  desire  to  telle,  an<l  10 
forthy  unnethe  may  I  unpleyten  my 
sentence  with  wordes ;  for  I  deme  thut 
contrarious  Fortune  profiteth  more  to 
men  than  Fortune  debonaire.  For  iil- 
wey,  whan  Fortune  semeth  debonaire,  15 
than  she  lyeth  falsly  in  bihetiiigo  tlio 
hope  of  welefulnesse  ;  but  forsotlio  con- 
trarious Fortune  is  alwcy  soothfast,  whan 
she  sheweth  hir-self  unstable  tliorngli 
hir  ehaunginge.  Tlio  amiable  Fortune  -?o 
deceyveth  folk ;  the  contrario  Fortune 
techeth.  The  amiable  Fortune  bindotli 
with  the  beautee  of  false  g<XMles  the 
hertes  of  folk  that  uson  hem  ;  tlio  con- 
trario Fortune  unbindetli  hem  by  the  2^ 
knowingo  of  freele  welefulnesse.  The 
amiable  Fortune  mayst  thou  seen  nlwcy 
t  windy  and  flowinge,  and  ever  mis- 
knowinge  of  hir-self;  the  contrarie  For- 
tune is  atempre  and  restrejTiod,  and  wys  30 
thorugh  exercise  of  hir  adversitee.  At 
the  laste,  amiable  Fortune  with  hir 
flateringes  draweth  miswandringo  men 
fro  the  sovereyne  gootl ;  the  contmri(»us 
Fortane  ledeth  olio  folk  ayein  to  sooth-  .\s 
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fiast  goodes,  and  haleth  hem  a3rein  as 
with  an  hooke.  Wenest  thou  thanne 
that  thon  onghtest  to  leten  this  a  litel 
thing,    that    this    aspre    and    horrible 

40  Fortune  hath  disooYered  to  thee  the 
though  tes  of  thy  trewe  iVeendes?  Por- 
why  this  ilke  Fortune  hath  departed 
and  uncovered  to  thee  bothe  the  certein 
visages  and  eek  the  doutous  visages  of 

45  thy  felawes.  Whan  she  departed  a\rey 
fro  thee,  she  took  awey  hir  freendes,  and 
lafte  thee  thyno  freendes.  Now  whan 
thou  were  riche  and  welefVil,  as  thee 
semede,  with  how  mochel  woldest  thou 

5^>  han  bought  the  fulle  knowinge  of  this, 
tfuU  is  to  seyn^  the  knmcinge  of  thy  verray 
freend^B^  Now  pleyne  thee  nat  thanne 
of  richesse  y-lom,  sin  thou  hast  fonnden 
the  moete  precious  kinde  of  richessee, 

55  that  is  to  seyn,  thy  verray  freendes. 

Mktrx  vm.    ()w>d  mundtu  Habili 
Jlde. 

That  the  world  with  stable  feith  varieth 
acordable  ohaunginges ;  that  the  oon- 
trarious    qualitee    of   elements   holden 


among  hem-self  aliaunoe  perduiable ;  thst 
Phebus  the  Sonne  with  his  goldene  chariet  5 
bnngeth  forth  the  roeene  day ;  that  the 
mone  hath  oommaundement  over  the 
nightes,  which  nightes  Hesperus  the  eve- 
sterre  hath  brought ;  that  the  see,  greedy 
to  flowen,  oonstreyneth  with  a  certein  to 
ende  hise  flodes,  so  that  it  is  nat  levefnl 
to  strecohe  hise  brode  termes  or  boondes 
up-on  the  erthes,  that  U  to  seyn,  to  woert 
al  the  erthe: — al  this  aoordaunoe  of 
thinges  is  bounden  with  Love,  that  15 
govemeth  erthe  and  see,  and  hath  siso 
oommaundements  to  the  hevenes.  And 
yif  this  Love  slakede  the  br3rdeles,  alle 
thinges  that  now  loven  hem  to-gederes 
wolden  maken  a  bataile  continuely,  and  30 
strjrven  to  fordoon  the  fasoun  of  this 
worlde,  the  whiche  they  now  leden  m 
acordable  feith  by  faire  moevinges.  Tliis 
Love  halt  to-gideres  poeples  joigned  with 
an  holy  bond,  and  knitteth  saorement  25 
of  manages  of  chaste  loves ;  and  Love 
endyteth  lawes  to  trewe  felawes.  0! 
weleftil  were  mankinde,  yif  thilke  Love 
that  govemeth  hevene  governed  yoore 
oorages!'  y^ 


Explicit  Liber  secundiia. 


BOOK    IIL 


Prosv  1.    lam  cantum  illafinierat. 

Bt  this  she  hadde  ended  hir  song, 
whan  the  sweetnesse  of  hir  ditee  hadde 
thorugh-perced  me  that  was  desirous  of 
herkninge,    and    I    astoned    hadde    yit 

5  streighte  myn  eres,  that  is  to  seyriy  to 
herlcne  the  bet  ichat  she  wolde  seye ;  so 
that  a  litel  here-after  I  seyde  thus  :  *  O 
thou  that  art  soverejm  comfort  of  an- 
gnissous  corages,  so  thou  hast  remounted 

10  and  norisshed  me  with  the  weighte  of 
thy  sentences  and  with  deljrt  of  thy 
singinge ;  so  that  I  trowe  nat  now  that 
I  be  unparigal  to  the  strokes  of  Fortune : 
as  who  seyth,  I  dar  wel  now  suffYen  al  the 

15  assautes  of  fortune^  and  wel  d/fende  me 


fro  hir.  And  tho  remedies  whiche  that 
thou  seydest  her-bifom  weren  right 
sharpe,  nat  only  that  I  am  nat  a-grisen 
of  hem  now,  but  I,  desirous  of  heringe, 
axe  gretely  to  heren  the  remediea  *  llun  20 
seyde  she  thus :  *  That  felede  I  ful  wel,' 
quod  she,  *  whan  that  thou,  ententif  and 
stille,  ravisshedest  jny  wordes;  and  I 
abood  til  that  thou  haddest  swich  habite 
of  thy  thought  as  thou  hast  now ;  or  elles  ^5 
til  that  I  my-self  hadde  maked  to  thee 
the  same  habit,  which  that  is  a  more 
verray  thing.  And  certes,  the  remenaunt 
of  thinges  that  ben  yit  to  seye  ben  swiche, 
that  first  whan  men  tasten  hem  they  ben  P 
bytinge,  but  whan  they  ben  receyved 
withinne  a  wight,  than  ben  they  awete. 
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Art  ftr  tlwm  wyst  that  thoa  art  so 
Mroot  to  hcrkne  hem,  with  how  gret 
irtramiiife  woldest  thom  glowen,  jif  thoa 
virtert  whider  I  wol  leden  thee!' 
'R'hJdcT  if  that  ?'  qnod  I. 

'To  thilke  verray  welefalneBse,*  qnod 

ihe,  *of  whiche    thyn  horte   dremeth ; 

|o  hit  for  as  moche  as  thy  sighte  is  ocnpied 

ind  distorbod  by  imai^rinaciotin  oferthely 

tkmget,  thoa  mayst  nat  yit  seen  thilke 

lelTe  welefalnesse.'       *  Do/  qnod  I,  *  and 

fhewe  me  what  is  thilke  verray  welcfnl- 

45  AMW,  I  preye  thee,  with-onto  taryinge.' 

*That  wole  I   gladly  don/  qnod  she, 

*  fiw  the  caose  of  thee ;  bnt  I  wol  first 

Barken   thee  by  wordos  and  I  wol  on- 

ftRteen  mo  to  enformen  thee  thilko  false 

b  ouue  n/bti^fulwMe  that  thon  more  know- 

est;   so  that,  whan  thon  hast  ftilly  bi- 

holden  thilke  false  goodcs,  and  tomed 

thyn  eyen  to  that  father  syde,  thon  mowe 

knowe  the  cleemesse  of  verray  blisful- 


Metre  I.     Qui  tfrere  inf/enuum  uolet 
agrum. 

\\lin-5o  wole  BO  we  a  fecld  plontivons. 
Lit  him  lirst  delivero  it  fro  thornes,  and 
ki  rv*;  asnnder  with  his  hook  the  bnsshcs 
and  th(;  fern,  so  that  the  com  may  comen 

f  hevj*  of  «»rfs  and  of  flrreynes.  Hony  is 
the  more  swete,  yif  monthos  ban  first 
tafte<l  savonres  that  ben  wikkid.  Tlio 
su>rres  slij-nen  more  a<^eably  whan  the 
wind  Not  bus  leteth  his  i>lonng>*  blast es  ; 

tiind  aftf-r  that  Lurif«r  the  dny-sterre 
liath  chasci  nwoy  the  derko  night,  the 
ilay  the  fairorc  Icduth  the  ro8c>no  hors 
of  th/'  tntm^.  And  right  so  thon,  bi- 
h»1dinge  first  the  false  gvKnlcs,  bigin  to 

c  with-«Irawen  thy  nokk(>  fro  the  yok  of 
fr*h*ly  ajpeccii/ufu ;  and  aftor-ward  the 
Tf-rray  goodes  shollcn  entrcn  in-to  thy 

raosE  II.     Tunc  tlefljco  pauUulum  uUu. 

Tho  fastnetb'  she  a  litel  the  sighte  of 
liir  eyen,  and  with-<lrow  hir  right  as  it 
were  in-to  the  streite  setc  of  hir  thought ; 


and  big^an  to  si>eko  right  thns  :  *  Alle  tho 
cnros,'  qnod  she,  *  of  mortal  folk,  whiche  5 
that  travaylcn  hem  in  many  manor 
studies,  goon  certos  by  diverso  weyes, 
bnt  natheles  they  enforoon  hem  alle  to 
comen  only  to  oon  endo  of  blisfnlnesse. 
And  blisfnlnesse  is  swicho  a  good,  that  lo 
who-so  that  hath  gotcn  it,  ho  no  may, 
over  that,  no-thing  more  dosyre.  And 
this  thing  is  forsothe  tho  soverej-n  good 
that  conteyneth  in  him-self  alio  manor 
goodes ;  to  the  whiche  good  yif  ther  15 
failedo  any  thing,  it  mighto  nat  bon 
clope<i  sovereyn  giKxl :  for  thanno  were 
ther  som  good,  out  of  this  ilko  sovereyn 
goo<l,  that  mighto  lion  desired.  Now  is 
it  doer  and  certoin  thanno,  that  blisful-  20 
nosso  is  a  parfit  estat  by  tho  congre- 
gacionn  of  alle  goodes ;  the  whiche 
blisfnlnesse,  as  I  have  seyd,  alle  mortal 
folk  enforcen  hem  to  gcten  by  diverse 
weyes.  For-why  tho  coveitiso  of  verray  j< 
good  is  natnrelly  y-plaunted  in  the  liertes 
of  men  ;  but  tho  miswandringo  orrour 
mis-lodeth  hem  in-to  false  goodes.  Of 
tho  whiche  men,  som  of  hem  wonen  that 
sovereyn  g<MHl  Ik*  to  liven  with-outo  node  3«» 
of  any  thing,  and  travaylcn  hem  to  bo 
haboundaunt  of  ricbesses.  And  s*>m 
other  men  demon  that  sovorcj-n  gootl 
lx>,  for  to  bon  right  digno  of  rc\'erence  ; 
and  enforcen  hem  to  ben  roverence<l  35 
among  hir  noighlxmrs  hy  the  honours 
that  they  ban  y-goton.  And  som  folk 
ther  Ixm  that  holdcn,  that  right  heigh 
l>owc'r  bo  sovcrcj-n  go<Kl,  an<I  enforcen 
hem  for  to  regnen,  or  elles  to  joignen  4t» 
heuk  to  hem  that  regnen.  And  it  senietb 
to  Romo  other  folk,  that  nobless<»  of  r«»- 
noun  l>o  the  sovereyn  goo<l  ;  and  hasten 
hem  to  geten  glorious  name  by  tho  arts 
of  wcrro  and  of  i>e<»s.  And  many  folk  45 
mesuren  and  gessen  that  sovereyn  gotnl 
l>e  joyo  and  gladnessi',  and  wenen  that 
it  lx>  right  blisful  thing  to  plonngen  hem 
in  voluptuons  delyt.  And  ther  Iwn  folk 
that  entrechaung<'n  tho  causes  nnd  tho  5" 
endes  of  tbiso  forseyile  goo«les,  as  they 
that  desiren  ricbesses  to  ban  power  and 
delytes  ;  or  elles  they  desiren  power  for 
to  ban  moneye,  or  for  cause  of  renonn. 
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55  In  this©  thing&s,  Atiil  in  b  with  a  othre 
triin^r^s,  in  tomttl  nil*-  tlin  r^iitencLoun  of 
de()Lriu|rea  Rivd  cf  wprki>a  of  tm&n ;  ns 
thtia :  noblc'^&o  mid  fiivfiiir  cif  people^ 
wliich«  that  yoveth  Uy  itieii,  as  it  B(!in#th 

60  hemi,  n  maner  cleemofiso  of  renonn  \  and 
wyf  and  chilUr^n*  that  men  desiren  fi>r 
cutn^e  of  del:^^  iwitl  of  mQrmes&e.  But 
forsoths,  frendej  nc  sholdexi  nat  be 
r^kno^i  a-moug  the  godsi  of  fortaiip^  but 

Cs  of  vertn  ;  for  it  is  a  ful  bolj  maji«sr  thing. 
Alio  Lhise  othre  thingeo,  fi>r!K>tho,  ben 
taken  for  causq  of  jsower  or  ellea  for 
cnns^  of  delyt-  Cert*St  now  tun  I  redy 
Ut  referren  the  gwidea  <^f  the  body  to  thute 

7c>  for^[d«s  thiiigeH  ^biivcn  ;  for  it  Bi>meth 
thwt  atrcngtho  and  gretnesse  of  body 
yevi?u  jKifWcr  and  worth iiic^ae^  imd  that 
benutee  and  swiftnesse  yoven  Doble-ssefi 
anil  glf^rie  of  renoun  ;  imd  halo  of  body 

7S  semeth  yeven  dolyt  In  idle  thise  thingefl 
it  B4?meth  only  that  bliafulrieafti^  is  di^sired. 
For*vhy  tlulkcj  thin^  that  every  man 
d,EMiireth  most  over  alle  thingea^  ho 
denicth  that   it   be  the  soveroyu.  good  ; 

£0  but  T  hnve  defyned  that  blbfulneBoo  is 
the  Bovurryn  giXKl  ;  for  which  evtiry  wight 
dometlt.  that  thilki^  t^stat  that  he  deaireth 


thing,  hqt  that  U  eidH«atuit  of  1 
unto  hiro-Bfllf.      And  folycn  ffwick)&  1 
th&ujic',   that  wenen   that  thiUte  tbiaj 
that  ia  rig^ht  good,  that  it  bo  cek  i^ 
■worthy    of   honouj    and    o{   refetfuoiti 
Cert*s»  nay.     For  that  thiiiig  Hi*  1 
foul  nfl  worthy  to  ben  despbed,  th*t  «l 
neigh   al  the  entenciouu  of  mortnJ  fiA  I 
tnivaylen  for  to  geten  it.     And  pfiwEft 
oughts    nat    that    eek    to    ben  n^Lenml  *^ 
ainonges  g^Kjd^?    Whfit  cli*?*?    *V  it 
i»  nat  to  wene  that  tbiJko  thing,  ihiit  i*      ^ 
most  worthy  of  alle  things,  be  fcbLe  vd      , 
with-oute  stnengtho.     And  elwarnease  *^      | 
renomif  onghto  that    to    b^n  despijd  J  m, 
Certea,  th*r  may  no  nmn  forsake^  tli»t  ni      ' 
thing  tbjftt  b  right  «xc«ll&nt  and  im^r. 
that  it  neaemetb  to  ben  right  cleeriUiiJ 
rciMimftci,     For  r«rt<ia,  it  nedc*tb  uftt  i(\ 
»eye,  that  blisi'idjui^asio  bo  [nat]  angi^iisKiai  t^ 
ij(3  droiy,  nc  anbgit  to  gTiemuJice*  m  I-* 
aoFVfm,  Bin  that  uk  right  litel  thiagi." 
folk  ac^k«<[i  to  have  and  t-o  nsen  that  nwf     ' 
delytcn    honi,       Cert^s,     thiso    btn    thf 
thingoa  tbiit  men  wolen  aoid  dc&LreD  U*'*™| 
geteti.    And  for  this  chiq^  deftirfii  iht^      | 
riQhcisa^ia,   dignltees,  regne*,  glorie^  aanJ 
rtelicea,    Tor  thcrby  wonen  tbpj  to  i*n 
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tWj  ben  wont  to  mflren  betinges  :  yif 
tkt  hir  horrible  monthes  ben  be-bled, 
15*^  it  to  weym,  q/  bedss  devoured,  hir 
Ma(«  of  time  pawed,  that  hath  bon  ydel 
ud  Ktted,  repeyreth  ayein ;  and  they 
nnn  grevonsly  and  remembren  on  hir 

■  nature,  and  slaken  hir  nekkes  fram  hir 

■  «>  chgyuM  nnbonndo  ;  and  hir  niaystor,  first 

■  Uytum  with  blody  tooth,  assayeth  the 
I  vode  wrathefl  of  horn;  this  is  to  sei/n, 
I  tk^  /retm  hir  maysUr.  And  the  jango- 
'        liofG    hrid    that    ringeth    on    the  heye 

n  bfannches,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  the  wode, 
uhI  mft«r  is  enclosed  in  a  streyt  cage  : 
■i-thongh  that  the  ple^nnge  bisinosse  of 
flien  yeveth  hem  honietlo  drinkus  and 
Ijuge  metes  with  swete  studio,  yit  natho- 

«t  let,  yif  thilke  brid,  skippingo  out  of  hir 
itreyte  cage,  seeth  the  agreables  shadewes 
•4^  the  Winles,  she  defouloth  with  hir  feet 
hir  metes  y-shad,  and  sekoth  monminge 
tmly  the  wude ;  and  twiteroth,  desiringo 

V  the  Wilde,  with  hir  swete  vois.  The  ycrde 
'if  Atr«e,  that  is  haled  a-<lonn  by  mighty 
ur^ngtlie,  bowoth  redily  the  crop  a-doun : 
'<it  yif  that  the  hand  of  him  that  it  iMuto 
Ut  it  fdrin  ayein,  anon  the  crop  lokcth 

•^  ap*right  to  hevono.     The  son  no  Phebns, 

That   falloth  at    even    in    tho  wostrono 

waves,  rotometh  ayein  cflsones  his  carte, 

W  prirve  path,  ther-as  it  is  wont  ar>'so. 

'       Alle  ihingos  seken  ayein  to  hir  propre 

I   Vwnrx  and  alio  t hinges  rrjoyson  hem  of 

hir  retiiruinge  aj'cin  to  hir  naturo.     No 

nan  a(rdinaance  nis  bitakcn  to  tliinges, 

but  that  that  hath  j<i3'uod  tho  endiugo 

*-n  the  beginning!',  and  hath  umkod  tho 

•  ..N,ar,  ,jf  it-Belf  stable,  that  it  chaungeth 

*tt  /rum  his  propre  kinds. 

PiMB  IIL  Vos  quoque,  o  tsrrena  animalia. 

I 
'>rtes  also  ye  men,  tliat  l)on  crthelicho  | 
t««ft«s.  dremcn  alwoy  youro  begin ningo,  ] 
«I-thoQgh  it  bo  with  a  thinno  imogina- 
'ii«n :  and  by  a  manor  thoughte,  al  bo 
5  It  bat  cleerly  ne  parfitly,  ye  lokon  fram  i 
*•!«■  to  thilke  vorraj'  fj-n  of  blinfulnome  ;  j 
an«i  therefore  natan-l  (>ntonci(»nn  ItHleth 
v*n  to    thilke   vorray  gotxl,    but    many 
erroors  mis-tometh  yon.  thor-fro.  I 


Consider  now  yif  that  by  thilke  thinges,  10 
by  whicho  a  man  wenoth  to  gct<>n  him 
blisfolnesso,  yif  that  ho  may  comen  to 
thilke  endo  that  ho  wcneth  to  come  by 
naturci^  For  yif  that  moneyo  or  honours, 
or  thiso  other  forseyde  thinges  bringen  15 
to  men  swich  a  thing  tlxat  no  good  ne 
faylo  hem  no  semeth  fayle,  C3rte8  than 
wole  I  granute  that  thoy  ben  maked 
blisful  by  thilke  thinges  that  thoy  han 
goten.  But  yif  so  1)0  tluit  thilko  thingos  30 
ne  mowen  nat  performcn  tliat  they  bi- 
heten,  and  that  tlier  l>e  dofuute  of  manyo 
goodes,  shewoth  it  nut  thanne  cleerly 
that  fals  boautee  of  blisfnlnosse  is  knowon 
and  atoint  in  thilko  thingos?  First  and  ^5 
forward  thou  thy-solf,  tliat  hoddest  ha- 
bundauncos  of  richosses  nat  long  agon, 
I  axe  yif  tliat,  in  the  habundaunce  of  alle 
thilko  richosses,  thou  wore  never  an- 
guissous  or  sory  in  thy  corago  of  any  30 
wrong  or  grevaunco  that  bi-tidde  thoo  on 
any  sydo  ? '  '  Cortes,'  quod  I,  '  it  no  re- 
membroth  mo  nat  that  evoro  I  was  so 
free  of  my  thought  that  I  no  was  alwey 
in  anguissh  of  soni-what.'  55 

^And  was  nat  that,*  qiKMl  she,  ^  for  that 
thee  hikkoil  som-wliat  that  thou  iioldost 
nat  hail  lakk(.><l,  or  olios  thou  haddost 
that  thou  noKU'st  nat  ban  had  ? '  *  Right 
so  is  it,'  quol  I.  40 

'Thanne  desiretlest  thou  tlio  prosonco 
of  that  oon  an<l  tho  ubsfnco  of  that 
other ?'         'I  gniunto  w<»l,'  quml  I. 

'  Forsothc,'    qu«Mi    she,    '  than    nodcth 
thor  soni-wliat  that  overj*  nuin  dosireth  ? '  45 
'  Ye,  ther  nodctli,'  ijuod  I. 

'  Ccrtos,'  <inml  rIim,  '  and  ho  that  hath 
lakko  or  node  of  aught  iiiM  nat  in  every 
wey    sufHsuunt    to    himself?'  'No,' 

(luod  I.  50 

'  And  thou,'  qinxl  she,  '  in  al  the  plentce 
of  thy  riohessos  haddost  thilko  lakke  of 
sutRsaunsi"  ? '         '  What  olh«8?'  quiNl  I 

'  Tlianno  may  nat  rithossi'S  makcii  that 
a  man  nis  nedy,  no  that  he  Ikj  sutfisaunt  55 
to  hiin-stdf:  and  that  wuh  it  that  thoy 
l)i-hight«'n.  as  it  m'lnotli.  An<l  00k  cortos 
I  trowi',  that  this  bo  grotly  to  considore, 
that  ni(>n(>yo  no  hath  nut  in  his  owno 
kindo  that  it  no  may  bon  bi-uouieu  of  60 
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hem  that  han  it,  maogre  hem  ?'        *  I  bi- 
knowe  it  wel,'  qnod  L 

'  Why  sholdest  th<m  nat  bi-knowen  it,' 
qnod  she,  *  whan  every  day  the  strenger 

^5  folk  bi-nomen  it  fro  the  febler)4niangre 
hem  ?  For  whennes  comen  elles  alio  thise 
forejme  oompleyntes  or  qnereles  of  plet- 
ing^cs,  bnt  for  that  men  axen  ayein  here 
moneye  that  hath  ben  bi-nomen  hem  by 

70  force  or  by  gyle,  and  alwey  maogre 
hem  ? '        *  Right  so  is  it,*  qnod  I. 

*Than,'  qnod  she,  'hath  a  man  nede 
to  seken  him  foreyne  helpe  by  whiche  he 
may  defendo  his  monejre  ?'        *  Who  may 

75  sey  nay  ? '  qnod  I. 

*  Certes,*  qnod  she  ;  *  and  him  nedede 
non  help,  yif  he  ne  haddo  no  moneye  that 
ho  mighte  lese?'  *That  is  donteles,' 
qnod  I. 

^  'Than  is  this  thinge  tomed  in-to  the 
contrarye,*  qnod  she.  *  For  richesses, 
that  men  wenen  sholde  make  snffisannce, 
they  maken  a  man  rather  han  nede  of 
foreyne  help  !    Which  is  the  manere  or 

^5  the  gyse,'  qnod  she,  '  that  richesse  may 
drjrvo  awey  node  ?  Riche  folk,  may  they 
neither  han  hunger  ne  thurst?  Thise 
riche  men,  may  they  fele  no  cold  on  hir 
limes  on  winter?  Bnt  thou  wolt  answeren, 

90  that  riche  men  han  y-now  wher-with  they 
may  stannchen  hir  hunger,  slaken  hir 
thurst,  and  don  o-wey  cold.  In  this  wyse 
may  nede  bo  counforted  by  richesses ; 
but  certes,  nede  ne  may  nat  al  outrely 

95  ben  don  a-wey.  For  though  this  nede, 
that  is  alwey  gapinge  and  gredy,  be  fVil- 
fild  with  richesses,  and  axe  any  thing, 
yit  dwellcth  thanne  a  nede  that  mighto 
be  fhliild.  I  holde  me  stille,  and  telle 
KX)  nat  how  that  litel  thing  suffiseth  to 
nature ;  but  certes  to  avarice  y-nongh 
no  suffiseth  no-thing.  For  sin  that  rich- 
esses ne  may  nat  al  don  awey  nede,  but 
richesses  medcen  nede,  what  may  it  thanne 
105  be,  that  ye  wenen  that  richesses  mowen 
yeven  yon  snffisannce  ? 

Hktue  III.     QuamvU/luenU  diuet  auri 

gurgile, 
Al  were  it  so  that  a  riche  coveytous 
man  hadde  a  river  fletinge  al  of  gold,  yit 


sholde  it  never  stannchen  his  coveitise; 
and  though  he  hadde  his  nekke  y- 
charged  with  precious  stones  of  the  red^  5 
see,  and  though  he  do  ere  his  feldes  pl«n* 
tivous  with  an  hundred  oxen,  never  ne 
shal  his  bytinge  bisinesse  for-leten  him 
whyl  he  liveth,  ne  the  lighte  richesies  ne 
shoUe  nat  beren  him  componye  whan  he  i<^ 
is  deed. 

Pbosk  IY.     Set  digniUUei. 

Bnt  dignitees,  to  whom  they  ben  comen, 
maken  they  him  honorable  and  reverent  ? 
Han  they  nat  so  gret  strengthe,  that  they 
may  putte  vertnes  in  the  hertes  of  folk 
that  usen  the  lordshipes  of  hem?  Or 5 
elles  may  they  don  a-wey  the  vyoes? 
Certes,  they  ne  bo  nat  wont  to  don  awey 
wikkednesse,  but  they  ben  wont  rather 
to  shewen  wikkednesse.  And  ther-of 
oomth  it  that  I  have  right  grete  deaden,  ^> 
that  dignitees  ben  yeven  ofte  to  wikked 
men;  for  which  thing  Catullus  cleped 
a  cofuul  of  Borne,  i?Mt  higkte  Konins, 
"postnm**  or  "boch";  cu  who  teytk^  he 
cltped  him  a  congregacioun  of  rycM  Is  *«  '> 
hrett^  (U  a  po8tum  is  ful  of  corupdotm, 
al  were  this  Nonius  set  in  a  chayre  of 
dignitee.  Seest  thou  nat  thanne  bov 
gret  vilenye  dignitees  don  to  wikked 
men  ?  Certes,  unworthinesse  of  wikked  >' 
men  sholde  be  the  lasse  y-sene,  yif  they 
nere  renomed  of  none  honours.  Certes, 
thou  thyself  ne  mightest  nat  ben  brought 
with  as  manye  perils  as  thou  mightest 
suffren  that  thou  woldest  beren  the  35 
magistrat  with  Decorat ;  that  is  to  seyn^ 
that  for  no  peril  that  mighte  b^aUen  tJtee 
by  offence  of  the  king  Theodorike,  thou 
noldest  nat  he  felawe  in  govemavnce  wiA 
Decorat ;  whan  thou  saye  that  he  hsdde  P 
wikked  oorage  of  a  llkerons  shrewe  and 
of  an  accusor.  Ke  I  ne  may  nat,  for 
swiche  honours,  jtigen  hem  worthy  oi 
reverence,  that  I  deme  and  holde  un- 
worthy to  han  thilke  same  honours.  Now  S5 
yif  thou  saye  a  man  that  were  fulfild  of 
wisdom,  certes,  thou  ne  mightest  nat 
deme  that  he  were  unworthy  to  the 
honour,  or  elles  to  the  wisdom  of  which 
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mhtk  faimd ?'— ^ No,^  qwjd  L— •  Certea, 

to  vcftn ;  and  Tttrta  tf«ji«port«Ui  di^tee 

■MB  ta  tMXkm  tBAa  to  whidb  «he  liu^^elf 

H  ai^rDifii«il      Ai&d  for  ft»    mocho    a« 

45iba««n  df  tKi«pI«  ii«  m«7  nat  mAken  folk 

I     dif]i«  of  bcuumr,  it  i«  wcl  unjn  deerlj 

■      tkii  thfy  130  httk  no  propm  beaiitee  of 

m      (Mpiteeu    And  yit  men  un^liteii  taken 

I      nati>  h«ed  in  thii.     For  yif  it  so  be  thai 

I   ID  ft  wilked  wif  bt  be  to  mochel  the  fonlore 

r       afrl  the  moro  out^ttst,  that  be  ii  iJe^pjsed 

ti  mtjift  iolk^  HQ  B*  dignitexQ  no  may  nat 

makcQ  cbntwed  di^e  of  raveroDc«j  ^« 

wlurb  «brev«di^nitee  ahewetb  to  moebo 

55  Mk^  ttuime   nuk«th  dignitoe    shi^woe 

ntlwr  10    moohm    more   despjied  than 

pRjfed  ;  and  forflothc  nat  nnpimi«liod  ; 

tkmi  it  Jbr  to  m^v^  tkut  *hre%Kt  renKngm 

kem  a^mpard  ap-on  dismitee^;  for  they 

toplden  bj#ui  to  dignit^e*  as  ^ret  gncr- 

doan,  whan  they  bi-tt^tten  and  defoulun 

dii^itoM  with  liir  ^ilenye.     And  for  as 

BKKhd  aa  thou  mo  wo  knowe  that  thiike 

Terray  r«^  crenee  no  may  nnt  comen  by 

*%  thiM  flhodi^vry  tnm^itcjrio  dignitoea,  an- 

dint'>nd  n*tw  tbtu  :  yif  that  a  man  bodilo 

QMd  and  Uod  many  manor  digniteca  of 

(■•mcules,  and  worn  comon  poraventuro 

■BK^n^  straiingo  nacioDni,  «hotdo  tbitko 

7>knfa4ar  maken  him  ^rarshipfnl  and  ro- 

ilontM   of  atrannRO    folk?      Certe*,  yif 

tktt  bunftnr  of  pic t>lo  wens  a  natuj^-d 

fift  Vf  dii^ite^^t   it    n&    might o    nevur 

eciwn  nnnrhpT  amonico5  txtf  fimnor  folk  tci 

T5d»<i  hiatifiice.  rigbt  as  fyr  in  oveiy  c^n- 

tnv  D0  stintoth   nnt  tu  osrluinTen  anil 

to  Wn  hftot.     Hut  fur  as  mtNihe  oa  fur 

to  btn   bidden  Jion^mraLle  or  reverent 

Be  irometh   nat    to   fidk   uf  bir  pmpru 

fc*i*n^be  of  natnrot  btit  only  of  the  falw 

tfUinmi  of  fittk,  thtU  it  Ct>  #(^11,  t^i  icvfifli 

Ik^i^itett  maken  fulk  dignA  u/kimiiur  ; 

■•OQ  thtribro   whan    that    they  comen 

thtNu  folk  ne  knowien  nat  tbUke  di^i- 

4tf«t,   fair  hrmonni  vanisiben  awey^  and 

tbat  anon^  Bnt  tlut  ii  ainoni^j>  strBunj^o 

Mk,  maypt  thon  aeyn  ;  hut  ftmon^a  hem 

tier   th(*y   weren   bom,   na    dnren    nat 

tkilke  di^ite«a  alwey  ?    CcH«a^  the  d%- 

^nite*  of   tho    provoftiie    of  Home  wa< 


wbylom  a  grot  powar ;  now  U  it  notbing 
bnt  on  ydol  name,  and  the  rente  of  the 
■enatorie  a  i^ret  t^barge.  And  yif  a  wight 
why  torn  hadde  the  oflica  to  taken  hede  to 
the  Titailea  of  the  pocple^  aa  of  com  nml  9S 
other  thinges,  he  woa  holden  amongea 
gnate ;  bnt  what  thing  ia  now  more  ont- 
caat  thonno  thilke  provoi^rie?  And,  aa 
I  hare  seyd  a  litel  lier-bifom,  that  thilke 
thing  that  hath  no  propre  beantoo  of  i(» 
hbn-fielf  reeeivQth  aom-tyme  pi^'s  itnd 
ahyninge,  and  Bom-tymo  lescth  it  by  the 
opiuioun  of  naaniic^n.  Now  yif  that  dig- 
nibooB  thanne  ne  mo  wen  nat  m^keu  folk 
dJgno  of  Tovorence,  iind  yif  that  dignitees  105 
wexen  fonle  of  hir  wiLlo  by  tbo  lUthe  of 
shrewca,  And  yif  thut  dignitees  leaen  hir 
ahynmgo  by  channgtuge  of  tymea,  and 
yif  they  wexen  fouUi  by  eitimacLonn  of 
poeplo  :  what  ia  it  that  they  han  in  hem-  1 10 
Bolfof  boanteo  tjiat  oughto  ben  desired? 
oj  wAo  Bf  j^A,  non ;  thunno  ne  mowen 
tbey  yeven  nu  bcnntee  of  dlgnitoo  to  non 
other. 

METna  rV,      Qu4!im  rT>  if,  Tyriio  xaperbus 

Al  tio  it  HO  that  tbo  ppindo  Xem,  with 
nlle  hia  wixhi  luxurie,  kembdo  bini  anft 
aimnkiktlu  him  witli  faire  pnr|>ri>,-i  r>f 
Tlrio,  and  M'itb  wh,\tD  perlca,  alf^iiti's  yit 
throf  liu  ljat:t!fti]  U*  alio  fi4k  :  this  is  to  5 
ft^fty  liidt  al  tcoit  he  b^hai^d  &f  atU  Jitlk. 
Yit  thia  wlkke<l  Xrro  hadd^  gtH  lofd-ghip, 
and  yaf  why  him  ti*  the  rvvi?  rents  at-^na^ 
tcmra  thn  iinwf>rBhi|>ful  fteto^  uf  dif^ilwfL 
rmciirsMpftU  wU*  ht  (t^jt^th  kere^  fur  that  10 
AVn*j  that  trat  m*  irikkfiiy  ifn/th^i  fUjpfiitiy^. 
WliiHti^  woldo  tbanno  resfmnbly  wentn, 
that  bliflfalncMiBii  vi'ro  iti  BwiiOie  honours 
a:i  ben  yeven  by  vicLona  Bhrewea  ? 

Pkobe  V*    An  urro  rajna  iry mn^iw 
familtariiaa. 

But  re^Ttca  and  familiarite*^  of  kini^pR, 
mjiy  tli<.''y  ninken  a  nmn  to  lir*n  minfhly  ? 
How  dIIoh,  whan  hir  bUifulneA*e  dtiretZi 
pfirpetuelyV  Uut  eertra,  Ihu  olde  nc^u  nf 
tyme  pfiaaH]^  and  eek  of  prrsent  tyme  5 
now,    ia    fnl    of   ensaomplea    how    that 
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kingos  ben  ohAonged  in-to  wrecohodnesse 
oat  of  hir  weleAxlnesse.  O  !  a  noble  thing 
and  a  cleer  thing  is  power,  that  ia  nat 

i<>  foonden  mighty  to  kepen  it-self !  And 
yi£  that  power  of  reaomes  be  auctoor  and 
maker  of  blisf^ilnesse,  yif  thilke  power 
lakketh  on  any  syde,  amennseth  it  nat 
thilke     blisfolnesse    and     bringeth     in 

15  wreoohednesse  ?  Bat  3rit,  al  be  it  so 
that  the  reaomes  of  mankindo  strecohen 
brode,  yit  mot  ther  nede  ben  moche  folk, 
over  whiohe  that  every  king  no  hath  no 
lordshipe  ne  oomaandement.  And  oertes, 

to  np-on  thilke  syde  that  power  faileth, 
which  that  maketh  folk  blisfol,  right 
on  that  same  syde  noon-power  entreth 
onder-nethef  that  maketh  hem  wreoohes ; 
in  this  mauere  thanne  moten  kinges  han 

35  more  porcioon  of  wrecchednesse  than  of 
welefoinesse.  A  tyraont,  that  vxu  king 
q/  Sisile^  that  hadde  assayed  the  peril 
of  his  estat,  shewede  by  similitode  the 
dredes  of  reaomes  by  gastnesse  of  a  swerd 

30  that  heng  over  the  heved  of  hUfamUier. 
What  thing  is  thanne  this  power,  that 
may  nat  don  awey  the  bytinges  of  bisi- 
nesse,  ne  eschewe  the  prik\^es  of  drede  ? 
And  cartes,  yit  woldon    they  liven    in 

55  sikemesso,  bat  they  may  nat ;  and  yit 
they  glorifye  hem  in  hir  power.  Holdest 
thon  thanne  that  thilke  man  be  mighty, 
that  thoo  seest  that  he  wolde  don  that 
he  may  nat  don?      And  holdest    thoo 

40  thanne  him  a  mighty  man,  that  hath 
envirownede  his  sydes  with  men  of  armes 
or  serjaonts,  and  dredoth  more  hem  that 
he  maketh  agast  than  they  dreden  him, 
and  that  is  pot   in  the  handes  of  his 

45  servaonts  for  he  sholde  seme  mighty? 
Bot  of  familieres  or  servaonts  of  kinges 
what  sholde  I  telle  thee  anything,  sin 
that  I  myself  have  shewed  thee  that 
reaomes  hem-self  ben  fol  of  gret  feblesse? 

50  The  whiche  familieres,  certes,  the  ryvA 
power  oi  kinges,  in  hool  estat  and  in 
estat  abated,  f\il  ofte  throweth  adown. 
Nero  oonstreynede  Senek,  his  fiunilier 
and  his  mayster,  to  chesen  on  what  deeth 

SS  he  wolde  deyen.  Antonios  comaondede 
that  knightes  slowen  with  hir  swerdes 
Papinian   hi$  familier,  which  Papinian 


hadde    ben    longe    tyme    fol    mightj 
amonges  hem  of  the  ooort.    And  jit,  ' 
certes,  they  wolden  bothe  han  renoonced  6u 
hir  power;    of   whiche   two  Senek  en- 
foroede  him  to  yeven  to  Nero  his  rick- 
esses,  and  also  to  han  gon  in-to  solitsne 
exiL     Bot  whan  the  grete  weighte,  that 
is  to  scyn,  0/  lordes  power  or  offoHvm,  05 
draweth  hem  that  shollen  falle,  neither 
of  hem  ne  mighte   do   that  he  wolde. 
What  thing  is  thanne  thilke  power,  thst 
thoogh  men  han  it,  jrit  they  ben  agast ; 
and  whanne  thoo  woldest  han  it,  thoo  7^ 
nart  nat  siker ;    and  yif  thoo  wddest 
forleten  it,  thoo  mayst  nat  eschoen  it? 
Bot  whether  swiohe  men   ben   frendes 
at  nede,  as  ben  oonseyled  by  fortune  and 
nat  by  verto  ?     Certes,  swiohe  folk  as  75 
welefol  fortone  maketh  fireendes,  eon- 
trarioos  fortone  maketh  hem  enemjt. 
And  what  pestilence  is  more  mighty  for 
to  anoye  a  wight  than  a  fkmilier  enemy? 

M  VTBK  V.     Qui  m  uoUt  e$$e  potentem, 

Who-so  wol  be  mighty,  he  mot  daanten 
his  croel  oorage,  no  potte  nat  his  nckke, 
overoomen,  under  the  foole  reynes  of 
leoherye.  For  al-be-it  so  that  thy  lord- 
shipe strecche  so  fer,  that  the  contree5 
of  Inde  qoaketh  at  thy  comanndements 
or  at  thy  lawes,  and  that  the  last  iU  » 
the  teey  that  hight  Tyle,  be  thral  to  thee, 
jdt,  yif  thoo  majrst  nat  potten  awey  thy 
foole  derke  desyrs,  and  dryven  out  fro  10 
thee  wrecched  complaintes,  certes,  it  nii 
no  power  that  thoo  hast. 

Probk  YL    Oloria  uero  qwim  faUax  sofft, 

Bot  glorie,  how  deceivable  and  how 
fool  is  it  oftel  For  which  thing  Bsi 
onskilf^dly  a  tragedien,  that  is  to  sei^ 
a  maker  of  ditees  that  highten  tragediei. 
oryde  and  seide  :  '*  O  glorie,  glorie,*'  quod  5 
he,  *'  thou  art  nothing  elles  to  thoosandos 
of  folkes  bot  a  greet  sweller  of  eres!" 
For  manye  han  had  fol  greet  renoon  by 
the  false  opinioon  of  the  poeple,  and  what 
thing  may  ben  thought  fooler  than  swiche  1° 
preysinge?  For  thilke  folk  that  ben 
pr^^sed  falsly,  they  moten   nedes   ban 
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«hiB4  nf  bir  pr«jrslng«f.     And  yi£  th&t 

Mk  bAD  tff^ten  b«m  tbunk  or  pnej^inve 

^^^Uv  dmwTtet,  vbut  iliinf  Imtli  tbilkc 

lQMl4Nlilvincr«««d  tu  tlio  tousclence 

if  ^H  Mk,  thAt    me«ur«ti  liir  goofi, 

■*  V  *^  TTOiMnir  of  the  people,  but 

i^ihflionitfafABtnovfl  i>f  <poiiaeienco?  Ant  I 

^pt  it  icia#  &  £iir  thini^f  ^  mnD  to  lurn 

ttOMcd  Ami  tpred  Lu  buii«,  tban  fnl- 

vvtli  it  th«t  ii  !•  4«m«(l  to  boa  «.  tbul 

ikmg.  jir  it  s«  li«  3r^i|ir«d  ftad  «iier«flad. 

xtet,  mm  i  w.tus  n  lltel  h«l^-bif  om  tbMtf  »LD 

A  (her  nuvt  ne«les  Iten  10*07  t'olk,  to  wbicfhti 

Mk  the  renoan  of  «  mjtti  n?  mny  tint 

it  betallcth  tbikt  lu\  tb^t  ibon 

be  glori«>us  and  renumetl,  semoth 

b  tiw  next*  puHi«  of  the  erthes  to  ben 

5»* iifitl*-<»iite  gt«ri«i  mJ  wUb-cjutp  rcn^mn. 

A»d  ««rt««.  uipatie«s  tbi«P  thinges  I  ne 

toMPt  ii«t  tbttt  tb«  pry*  and  grace  of  the 

fwpte  uU  Aeithor  wortb^  to   ben    re- 

AHELlved,  ne  «ometh  of  wyse  jn^meut^ 

V  04 1#  ierme  pAni ar a) i1  y .     Bu t  now,  < >f  t  ] ii» 

name  of  i^ntileMis  what  man  is  it  that 

ne  nmy   wel    seen    how  ve>-n   and  liuw 

flxttinse  a  thinj;  it  is  ?    For  yif  the  name 

:  ^  ..    .  o^.    !.^.  referred  to  renoun  and 

4D  i:lit^rai^ss<e  f»f  linage,  tli/iii  me  is  goutil  name 

but  a  foreine  thing,  that  it  to  $eyii,  to  hem 

l*«*  glvri/^en  hem  of  hir  Unaffe.     For  it 

Httflh  tluit  gentile5<i^>  lie  a  inaner  prey- 

vaff*  lh*t  cuoitb  *>f    he  deserte  of  an- 

4*eM&ML     And    yif    pric^^inge     maketh 

iratilesw.    hannii  moten  thoy  nedes  he 

CC&til  that  bm  prej-ieil.  For  which  thing 

it  t<4weth.  that   yif  thou   no   have  no 

mtileMe  of  thy-self,  that  is  to  teyn,  preyte 

Wr  TaWfh  the«  n^it  ,  1        certes, 

jif  ibtr  lie  any  gwni  i  1.  gentilesse,  I  trowe 
'^^*-  ^i»ti1y  this,  that  it  semeth  as  that 
inaner  necessitee  be  im]>o«ed  to  gentil 
9  Bi»a.  for  that  they  ne  sholden  nat  oat- 
t*Wi  ur  ffirli^-en  fro  the  virtues  of  Iiir 
BoUe  kinre<ie. 

Mktkx  TI.     Omn^  kominum  g^nut  in 
t^rris. 

Al  the  linage  of  men  tliat  l)en  in  crthe 
fi^D  of  semblablo  birthe.  On  allone  is 
Mf*r  of  thinges.     On  allone  ministreth 


alia  tbiiigf^^ji.  Re  yiif  to  the  Sonne  hise 
bemee ;  bet  yaf  to  thn  mone  hir  homes.  5 
He  ynf  the  men  to  the  erthe  ;  he  yaf  the 
I  sterres  to  th<)  heveae,  Heenelosetb  with 
membres  the  eotiles  that  comen  fn^  Uis 
bye  sete.  Thanne  comen  alle  mortal  folk 
of  noble  se<le  ;  why  tioiKeti  y**  r>r  Tm-i^*+jti  j'T  10 
yonT%  eldree?  For  yif  thou  loko  your 
biginnmge,  and  giKl  your  auctor  and  your 
tnaket,  thimne  ninther  tti>  forlived  wight, 
lint -yif  he  norisshe  his  coroge  un-to  vjrces. 
and  forlete  his  propre  burthe.  ^^ 

PKr>sK  VII.     Quid  autem  de  corporis 
uolvj)tatibua. 

But  what  shal  I  seye  of  delices  of  body, 
of  whiche  delici^  the  deniringes  ben  fnl 
of  anguisah,  and  the  fulfillinges  of  hem 
ben  ftit  of  penaniK^  ?  How  greet  syk- 
nfiSa€  and  how  gret<»  sr>rweg  niisiirtcrublo,  5 
right  as  a  maner  fruit  of  wikkedn^JBSi!!. 
l)en  thilke  delices  wont  tu  briin^^-n  t..  *h^ 
b« k1  ies  of  folk  that  usen  hem  !  Of  wh ich e 
df'Uct'S  I  not  what  joye  may  ben  had  ot 
liir  mtievitigflv  But  tbis  W4>t  I  wel,  tliat  i<» 
who-so-ever  wole  remembren  him  of  hi»«« 
Inxnres,  he  shal  wel  understondo  that 
tlie  iMuea  of  dulires  ben  sorwful  and 
sorye.  And  yif  tbiUco*  delices  ton  wen 
maken  folk  bli^fqlt  tjian  tpy  the  sami-  15 
cause  mot  en  thisc  beate«  ben  clei>ed  blis- 
ful ;  of  whlc'lifi  bestc^  al  the  entencioun 
hasteth  to  fulfill i?  hir  lw>diJy  jolittK'.  Anil 
the  fllfuluesflo  of  wyf  and  cbildrBn  wen* 
an  h<hiK'!3t  tUiiif?,  but  it  hath  l)en  seyd  -^o 
that  it  is  over  muchel  aj'eins  kinde,  that 
children  ban  ben  ffiaiid^jri  tortnentonrs  t«» 
hir  fad  res,  I  not  how  manye  :  of  whiche 
children  how  b^^iiiffe^  is  evcrv  condicioun. 
it  nitleth  nat  to  tellen  it  thee,  that  hast  ^5 
or  this  tyme  assayed  it,  and  art  yit  now 
I  anguissous.  In  this  approve  I  the  sen- 
tence of  my  disciple  Euripidis,  that  seyde. 
that  ^'  he  that  hath  no  children  is  weleful 
by  infortune."  <<) 

Mktkk  VII.     Habet  fmnis  hoc  tuduptan. 

£ver>'tIo1yt  hath  t bis.  that  it  anguissbetb 
hem  with  prikkes  that  usen  it.  It  n- 
sembleth  to  tbi;***  flyingi>  flyes  that  wu 
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clcpcn  hccn,  that,  after  that  he  hath  shad 

5  hiso  uf^reablo  honies,  he  fleeth  awoy,  and 

stingeth   the  hortes,  of   hem  that  lien 

y-smito,  with  b^'tingpe  overlonge  holdingc. 

Pkobe  VIIT.     yihil  igitur  (luhium  eM. 

Xow  is  it  no  doute  thanne  that  thiso 
woyes  no  Ixin  a  maner  misled mges  to 
blisfulnesso,  ne  that  they  ne  niowe  nat 
loilon  folk  thider  as  they  biheten  to  leden 
5  honi.  Bnt  with  how  frroto  harmos  thiso 
fonwydo  woyes  ben  cnlaceil,  I  shal  shewo 
t  hoe  short  ly.  For-why  yif  thou  enforcost 
thoo  to  asomblo  moneye,  thou  most  bi- 
Jtsveu  liim  bin  moncyothat  hnth  it.     XthI 

lo  fit  thovi  -wolt  ihynen  with  (lignito*oB,  tUmi. 
ftioflt  biH«cHen  and  snpfilJen  hem  that 
yt&ven  tho  di|pc<^it«i^.  And  yif  than  oorei- 
t*at  by  bfjnour  to  gon  biJom  other  folk^ 
thf*t»  ftlialt  doffi^lo  thy-stdf  tb<?nyj>i  hum* 

15  blt^^tao  of  Kating-o.  Yif  thoa  degiresl  iniw(»r, 
thou  slialt  by  o^wuyUa  of  thy  smligit* 
anoyonnly  Wn  tiiat  iiiidt?r  manye  pi^rilcs. 
A^est  thou  glorio?  Thou  shalt  bcu  so 
litest r(Kt  by  fMtprt^  thingfes  that  thou  shalt 

joforg*.w>n  pi  k<>nn?»8e.  And  yif  thou  wolt 
leilen.  thy  lyf  in  dclicfif,  eriory  wight  ihal 


oyen  of  a  beest  that  hi||;ht4)  lyn 

the  lokinge  of  folk  mighteperoei 

the  thinges  that  with-«tonden 

I  loked  thanne  in  the  entrailes  ol 

I  of  Alcibiades,  that  waa  fid  f«^ 

i  sni>crfice  with-onte,  it  ahold  w 

i  fouL     And  forthy,  3^  thou  sex 

thy  nature  maketh  nat  that, 

dcsceivauncc  of  the  feUesse  of 

I  that  lokon.     But  preyse  the  goc 

•  body  as  mochel  as  ever  thee  list 

I  thou  knowe  algates  that,  whal 

!  that  is  to  teifn^  0/  the  goodta  of 

\  which  that  thou  wondrest  ni 

ben  destroj'od  or  dis8olvc-<l  by  tl 

a  fev*np  of  three  Qay&s.     Of  mU 

fcirseyrte    thingea   I    xsmy    redi 

shortly  in  a  tfotimipj  thii^t  thifr 

goodf'S^  whlche  that  ne  iiioweu 

that  they  biheten^  no  ben  nat 

tlifi  coji|jrT«^;aciQun  of  all©  gow 

they  ne  ben    nat  weyes  n*  pn 

bringcn  men  to  bliafnlneSBef  t 

men  to  ben  bliaf  uL 

MirT^E  VITL     £%«u  /  qmt  n 
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wveitcn,  bnt  plonngen  hem  in  ertho  and 

f  9  artel  there  thilke  good  that  sonnoantcth 

tkflievenethathereththosterres.    What 

fitfen  mmy  I  makcn  that  be  digno  to 

the  njce  thonghtca  of  men  ?    Bat  I  preyo 

tbat  tli«y  ooveiten  richoaso  and  honours, 

jDio  diat,  whan  they  han  geten  tho  false 

foodef  with  greet  travailc,  that  ther-by 

tbcy  mwwa  knowen  tho  verray  goodes. 


PnuuL  IX.     Haetenui  intndacia  /ormam. 

Itsnfljsoth  that  I  huvo  shewed  hider-to 
the  t'ltnno  of  fal^c  wolcfulucsso,  so  that, 
jif  thon  loke  now  clecrly,  the  onler  of 
injn  entcncionn  re<iuiroth  from  hcnnes- 
5  £wth  to  shewen  theo  tho  verray  weloful- 
nesK.*  *  For  Sitthe,'  quod  I,  '  I  see  wcl 
iii»w  that  suffisaniico  may  nnt  comon  by 
richesses,  ne  |>ower  by  reamos,  no  rover- 
e&c«  by  dlguitocs,  nc  gentilesso  by  glorie, 
nne  j«iye  l»y  delices.' 

'  Aud  hast  thou  wcl  knowen  tho  causes,' 
qm-l  she,  '  why  it  is  ?  '  *  Certcs,  nie 
«eiu-th,'  ijno*!  I,  '  that  I  see  hem  right  us 
tbitn^l!  it  were  thomgh  u  litel  cliflo  ;  but 
15  Buc  wer«  hrv'er  knowen  hem  more  openly  ] 
*rf  thi»«-,'  I 

*Ccrt<4,'  iiuoil  she,  *tho  rosoun  is  al  ! 
fly.  Fr>r  thilke  thiug  that  simply  is 
'*  thin?,  witli-outeu  any  dcvisioun,  tho  • 
^*  tnnnT  and  t'*Aye  of  mankiiido  dejiarteth 
«&d  tiGv>*deth  it,  and  mi8le<ieth  it  and 
tnitfpurteth  from  verray  and  parfit  good 
t"  goudtrs  that  ben  false  and  un parfit. 
Bat  sty  mu  tliis.  Wcuest  thou  that  he, 
'5that  Lath  nclo  of  i>ower,  that  him  ne 
Ukketh  no-t  hing  ?  '         *  Nay, '  tiuod  I. 

'Ccrtei,'  4Uod  she,  *  thou  seyst  a-right. 

Fcr>-if  s«i  bo  that  ther  isu  thing,  that  in 

,    Miy  liortye  be  fobler  of  jKiwer,  cortes,  as 

P  io  that,  it  m«»t  nicies  ben  no<ly  ot  fortune 

help.'        •  Kight  so  is  it.'  qufMl  I. 

'Soffisaunco  and  power  ben  thuuuo  of 

>»]u:.'l(! ? *         'Si  semeth  it,*  qu<Ml  I. 

'And  dwuest   thou,'  tiwA  she,   'that 

^athinirthat  is  of  this  manere,  that  U  to 

tffpi.  f%*ffimiunt  and   mighty^   oughte    lien 

•lefjiy9«:<.l,  ur  elles  that  it  be  right  digne  of 

rtvtrence  aboven  alle  thinges  i '    *  Certes, ' 

G 


quod  I,  '  it  nis  no  doute,  that  it  is  right 
worthy  to  ben  reverence<I.'  ^o 

'  Lat  us,'  qno<l  slie,  '  addon  tliuDuo 
roverenco  to  suffisaunco  and  to  i)ower,  so 
that  we  demon  that  thise  three  thinges 
ben  al  o  thing.'  '  Certes, '  qu(xl  I,  '  lat  us 
adden  it,yif  wowolen  graimten  thosothe.'  45 

*What  demest  thou  thanne?'  quo<l 
she  ;  '  is  that  a  dcrk  thing  and  nat  noble, 
that  is  sujffisaunt^  rtctrent,  and  mightu,  or 
elles  that  it  is  right  noble  anil  right 
cleer  by  celebritee  «»f  renouii  ?  Consider  5t> 
tlianne,'  quiMl  she,  *  as  we  han  graunte*! 
her-biforn,  that  he  that  no  hath  uede  of 
no-thing,  and  is  mf>st  mighty  and  most 
digno  of  honour,  yif  him  nedeth  any 
cleernesso  of  renoun,  which  cleemesso  he  55 
inighte  nat  grannten  <if  him-self.  so  that, 
for  lakke  of  thilke  cleernesse,  he  mightu 
seme  tho  fcbeler  on  any  syde  or  the  motki 
out-cast  ?  '  Glose.  ThU  U  to  if^yn^  nay  : 
for  \cho-ao  that  in  sujfftaaunt,  miyhty,  awl  Co 
reverent,  clMmeue  of  renoun /olnrth  f/tha 
foraeyde  thinyen-  ht  hath  it  al  rfly  0/  hin 
tfiij^igatincf.  iif^ftv.  *  I  luay  uat,'  «|U«>d 
I,  *  dcnyo  it  ;  but  I  niol  graunte  us  it  is, 
that  this  thing  be  right  cek'brablu  by  65 
cleenu'sso  of  renoun  an«l  noblfsse.' 

•  Thanne  folweth  it,'  qinxl  she,  '  that  wo 
adden  cleeruessu  of  ri-uoun  to  the  thruu 
forscyJe    thinges,    so    that    ther    no    be 
aniougos  hem  no  dititrence  ?  '        '  This  is  70 
a  consoquenro,'  (ju<mI  I. 

'  This  thiug  thanne/  qu'^l  shf,  •  tlmt  ne 
hath  node  of  no  forcine  thing,  und  that 
may  dou  alio  thingt.>s  by  hisc  :»treni?thi>s, 
and  that  is  noble  and  honoura>>l«>.  nis  nat  75 
that  a  mery  thing  and  a  joyful  i* '  '  Ihit 
whcnuL'S,'  quo<l  1,  *  tlmt  any  sorwo  mighto 
comen  Ut  this  thing  that  is  swiche,  cvrtes, 
1  may  nat  thiuke.' 

'  Thanne  moten  wo  grauntr,'  quinl  she,  80 
'that  this  thing  Ik*  fid  ot  irladuessi',  yif 
tho  furseydo  thin^i'S  U-n  sot  he :  and 
ct-rtos.  also  iiu»io  Wf  grauuten  that  suffi- 
saunce,  iKiwt-r,  nobh-sse.  rcvcrc-nee.  an<l 
ghidnessc  ben  only  ilyvt-rse  by  nan;fS.  )»ut  Hs; 
hir  substaunce  hath  no  cliversitcc. '  '  It 
Jiiot  nt'oWly  1m -en  ro,'  quiwl  1. 

*  Thilke  thing  thanni>.*  qu«Ml  shf.  '  that 
is   tM.in    and   simple   in    his   nature,    tho 
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90  wikkeiiixea9<c<  'tV  men  departeth  it  ami 
4*vyiletU  it  i  aud  whan  they  PiitV>roen 
liem  tr*  giotaii  piirty«  of  a.  thlmg  thnt  ne 
ha  til  no  pftrt,  they  ne  get  en  hem  neither 
Ihilke  partys  that  hie  Jion,  iiti  the  thinjr 

95  al  hool  that  they  ne  des^ire  nat.'  '  In 
which  man*?r*?  Y '  tnnA  I. 

*  Thilke  man/  ^nod  she,  '  tliat  seohetti 
ricliessea  to  fleen  povertee,  he  ne  tra- 
VftUoth  him  nat  for  to  gete  power  ;  for  he* 

ion  hmth  leyer  Ityen  tierk  anil  vj\  ;  and  eek 
withdmwpth  from  him-self  many  natnrel 
delj'tfl,  for  he  nolde  le«*j  the  moneye  that 
he  hath  assembled.  But  certes,  in  this 
manere  he  ne  geteth  him  imt  suOisantic^ 

IPS  that  power  tWleteth,  anil  that  moWstie 
prikketh.  and  that  filthe  maketh  o^tt-caat, 
and  thnt  derkeneas^  Ijydeth,  Aiid  certes, 
he  that  desireth  only  pf>WBr,  he  wasteth 
and  simtfer**th    riches^e*   and   d  espy  set  h 

no  delyts,  aud  eek  hononr  that  is  wtth-t>ut« 
powar^  ii<j  he  lie  pre^iieth  glorte  no-thing. 
Certejt,  thnji  seegt  thon  wel^  that  manje 
thinj^a  faylen  to  liim  ;  for  he  hath  Bom- 
tyme   d^fante  of  many  uecefisitees,  and 

115  niany  angtmahea  hyt«ix  him;  and  whau 
he  no  may  nut  don  tho  d^fantea  a*weT.  he 
fbrletotli  to  Wui  imghty»  ami  that  is  the 


'  SiiVf  hnai  thou  thanne/  qntKl  Ehv,  'thf 
fontie  nnd   the  causes  of  fal*«  welef^o^ 
jiesse.      Now  tortie  and   iilttti   the  ejwi 
of  thy  thon^lit ;    for    thor   shalt    thon 
Been  anon  thiike  vorray  f^liathlnetafl  thiM  1^ 
I  have  hihight  thee."        *  Certes/  qnod  I, 
'  it   b  eleer  ami  ojien,  thogii  it  were  to 
A  blinds  man  ;  antl  t  hat  ahewedest  thou 
me  ful  W6l  a  lit  el  h^ar-bifom,  whaQ  thon 
cnforcedest  tli«4n  to  shewe  ma  the  c^uiei  t 
of  the  falae  lilisfiUnefia^s,     For  bat-yif  I 
li©  bigylfid,  thanne  is  thUke  the  Temy 
blisftUnesse  parfit,  that  iriLrtitly  makeith 
a  man  Roflajsannt,   mighty ^   honLOnrablf, 
noble^  and  ful  i>f  gladneftse*,     And,  fur  1 
thotx  ahalt  w«l  knowe  that  I  have  wti 
understonden  thiBi;  thingea  with-in  nyr 
berte,  I  knowe  wel  that  thiUke  hlitfhl^ 
nt^sset  that  may  reriiayly  yevpn  ockh  of 
the  fome^Tie  thingeff*  ein  they  bea  al  aaa,  \ 
I  knowe,  doutdea,  that  tlulke  tbiaf  li 
the  fhlle  b[iflftilnaise/ 

'■  O  my  none,'  quod  ahe,  ^  by  tkia' 
opinioun  T  seye  that  thou  art  bliaf^  yif 
tbou  putte  thia  ther-to  that  I  ahid  seya/ 
'  What  is  that  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Trowpgt  thou  thftt  thar  he  any  thing 
in  ihlsa  erthely  mortal  toiimbliagt hinges 


QBod^ttts.    (gooft  in:  ^roee  x. 


165 


'But  fw  as  moche,*  quod  she,  '  as  it 
^kcth  to  my  disciple  Plato,  in  his  book  of 
'^fflTimeu,*'  that  in  right  litel  thinges 
f  V^M  iholden  biserhon  the  help  of  g<Nl, 
vhtt  jogest  thoa  that  be  now  to  done,  so 
tbtt  we  may  deserve  to  finde  the  sete  of 
tUke  Terrsy  good  f '  '  Certes,'  qaod  I, 
'I  d«me  that  we  shoUen  clepen  the  fader 
jooof  sll«  goodes;  for  with-outen  him  nis 
tbtr  no-thing  fonnden  a-right.' 

'  Thoa  seyst  a-right,*  qnod  she ;  and 
bigaii  anon  to  iringen  right  thus : — 


JCnms  IX.     O  qui  perpetua  mundum 
ratkme  gubemoi, 

'  O  thou  fisder,  creator  of  hevene  and  of 

athea,  that  guvemest  this  world  by  per- 

danhle    resoon,    that   comaondest    the 

tjmes  to  gon  from  sin  that  age  hadde 

5  beginninge ;  thoa  that*  dwellest  tliy-self 

sjr  stedelast  and  stable>  and  yevest  alle 

•Khre  thinges  to  ben  moeved  ;  ne  foreine 

causes  necesseden  thee  never  to  compoune 

««rk  of  fl<yteringe  matere,  bat  only  the 

Ki  tt'nne  4if  soverein  good  y-set  with-in  thee 

with-oate  env>-e,  that  utoevede  thee  freely. 

Thoa  that  art  alder-fH>'rest,  beringe  the 

Uiie  world  in  thy  thooght,   formedest 

this  world  to  the  lykuesse  seniblable  ot 

15  that  fiaire  world  in  thy  thooght.     Thoa 

•Irawest  al    thing    of  thy  soverein  en- 

■iiun}tler,    aud    comaondest    that    this 

^'tM,  partitliche  y-maked,  have  freely 

And  absidat    his   pariit  i)arties.      Tlitm 

auluHltst  the  elements  by  noambrcs  pro- 

pnrciitnables,    that    the    c(»l(lo    thinges 

DMnrtn  aci>nlen  with  the  liote  thinges, 

•ad  the  ilo'e  thinges  with  the  moiste 

thiaifM ;  that  the  fyr,  that  is  parest,  ue 

4  fl«*  bat  over  hye,  ue  that  the  hevinesse 

u  drawe  nat  a<luan  over-lowe  the  erthes 

that  ben  ploanged  in  the  watercs.     Thou 

kaitteit  to-gider  the  mene  8«jw1o  of  treble 

^indc,  moevinge  alle    thinges,   and  tie- 

9>nd««t  it  by  membres  acordingc ;    and 

whsn  it  is  thas  devyde<l,  it  hath  asembled 

•  iDi«nnge  in-to  two  njundes  ;   it  goth  to 

*«T»syein  to  him-self,  and  eiivirounctli 

a  till  deep    thonght,    and    tometh    the 


hevene  by  semblable  image.     Thoa  by  55 
evenc-lyke  causes  enhansest  the  sowles 
and  the  lasse  lyv-es,  and,  ablinge  hem 
heye  by  lighte  cartes,  thou  sowest  hem 
in-to  hevene  and  in-to  erthe  ;  and  whan 
they  ben  converted  to  thee  by  thy  be-  40 
nigne  lawe,  thou  makest  hem   retome 
ayein  to  thee  by  ayein-ledinge  fyr,     O 
fader,  yive  thou  to  the  thought  to  stjren  up 
in-to  thy  streite  sete,  and  graunte  him  to 
envirouue  the  welle  of  good ;   and,  the  45 
lighte  y-founde,  graunte  him  to  fichen  the 
clere  sightcs  of  his  corage  in  thee.     And 
scater  thou  and  to-breke  thou  the  weightes 
and  the  cloudes  of  erthely  hevinesse,  and 
shyne  thou  by  thy  brightuesse.    For  thou  50 
art  cleemesse ;  thou  art  i)e3'8ible  rcste  to 
debonaire  folk ;  thou  thy-self  art  bigin- 
ninge,  berer,  leder,  path,  and  terme ;  to 
loke  on  thee,  that  is  our  ende. 

Prose  X.     Quaniam  igiiur  quae  tit 
imper/ecti. 

For  as  moche  thanne  as  thou  hast  seyn, 
which  is  the  forme  of  goo<l  that  nis  nat 
paHit,  and  which  is  the  forme  of  good  that 
is  parfit,  now  trowe  I  that  it  were  gi>od  to 
shewe  in  what  this  perfeccioun  of  blisful-  5 
nesse  is  set.  Aud  in  this  thing,  I  trowe 
that  we  sholden  first  enquere  for  to  witen, 
yif  that  any  swiche  maner  goo<l  as  thilke 
good  that  thou  hast  diffinisshed  a  litel 
heer-biforn,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  noverein  good^  10 
may  ben  foun«le  in  the  nature  of  thinges  ; 
f«»r  that  veyii  imaginacioun  of  thought  ne 
dece>'\'0  us  nat,  and  putte  us  out  of  the 
gothfastnesso  of  thilke  thing  that  is  sum- 
mit ted  unto  us.  But  it  may  nut  ben  15 
deneyed  that  thilke  gcxnl  ne  is,  and  that 
it  nis  right  as  welle  of  alle  go<Klcs.  For 
ul  thing  that  is  clei>ed  inimrflt  is  pr«Kive<l 
iiiparfit  by  the  amenusinge  of  perfeccioun 
or  of  thing  that  is  iwirfit.  And  ther-of  ao 
cointh  it,  that  in  every  thing  general,  yif 
that  men  seen  any-thing  that  is  inparfit, 
cert«-«,  in  tliilke  general  ther  mot  ben 
som-thing  that  is  parfit ;  foryif  sobetliat 
l)erfeccioun  is  don  awey,  men  may  nat  ^5 
thinke  no  gcye  fro  whennes  thilke  thing 
is  that  is  clei»ed  injiarfit.    For  the  nature 
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of  things  ne  took  nat  hlr  beginninge  of 
thinges   axneDnsed  and  inparfit,  bat  it 

30  procedeth  of  thinges  that  ban  al  hoole 
and  abflolut,  and  descendeth  so  doun  in-to 
oatt«rest  thinges,  and  in-to  thinges  empty 
and  with-onten  fmt.  Bat,  as  I  have 
y-shewed  a  litel  her-bifom,  that  yif  ther 

55  be  a  blisfdlnesse  that  be  freele  and  veyn 
and  inparfit,  ther  may  no  man  doate  that 
ther  nis  som  blisfolnesse  that  is  sad, 
stedefast,  and  parfit.'  Boece,  *  This  is 
concladed/  qaod  I,  'fermely  and  aoth- 

40  fastly.* 

Philotophie.  *  Bat  oonsidere  also,'  qnod 
she,  *in  wham  this  blisfolnesse  en- 
habiteth.  The  comnne  aoordaonoe  and 
oonceite  of  the  oorages  of  men  proeveth 

45  and  graonteth,  that  god,  prince  of  alle 
thinges,  is  good.  For,  so  as  nothing  ne 
may  ben  thonght  bettre  than  god,  it  may 
nat  l)en  dont-ed  thanne  that  he,  that 
nothing  nis  bettre,  that  he  nis    good. 

50  Certes,  resonn  showeth  that  god  is  so 
good,  that  it  proveth  by  verray  force  that 
parfit  good  is  in  him.  For  yif  god  ne  is 
Bwich,  he  ne  may  nat  ben  prince  of  alle 
thinges ;  for  certes  som-thing  possessing 

55  in  it-self  parfit  good,  sholde  ben  more 
worthy  than  god,  and  it  sholde  semen  that 
thilke  thing  were  first,  and  elder  than 
god.  For  we  han  shewed  apertly  that 
alle  thinges  that  ben  parfit  ben  first  or 

Cfj  thinges  that  ben  nnparflt ;  and  for-thy, 
for  as  moche  as  that  my  resoan  or  my 
proces  ne  go  nat  a-wey  with-oate  an  ende, 
we  owen  to  graanten  that  the  soverein 
god  is  right  ftd  of  soverein  parfit  good. 

6^  And  wo -han  establisshed  that  the  soverein 
good  is  verray  blisfalnesse  :  thanne  mot  it 
nedos  be,  that  verray  blisftdnesse  is  set  in 
soverein  god.'  *  This  take  I  wel,'  qaod 
I,  *  no  this  ne  may  nat  ben  withseid  in  no 

70  manere.' 

'  But  I  preye,'  qaod  she,  '  see  now  how 
thoa  mayst  proeven,  holily  and  with-ont« 
corapoioan,  this  that  I  have  seyd,  that 
the  soverein  god  is  right  fill  of  soverein 

75  good.'        *  In  which  manere  ? '  qaod  L 
'  Wenest  thoa  aoght,'  quod  she,  '  that 
this  prince  of  alle  thhiges  have  y-tako 
thilke  soverein  good  any-wher  out  of  him- 


self ,  of  which  soverein  good  men  proreth 
that  ho  is  ful,  right  as  thou  migfatest  So 
thinken  that  god,  that  hath  blisfnlnease 
in  him-self,  and  thilke  blisfdlnesse  that 
is  in  him,  weren  dyvers  in  substatmoe  ? 
For  yif  thoa  wene  that  god  have  recoired 
thilke  good  out  of  him-self,  thou  mAyst  Ss 
wene  that  he  that  3^  thilke  good  to  god 
be  more  worthy  than  is  god.     But  I  am 
bi-knowen  and  oonfesse,  and  that  right 
dignely,  that  god  is  right  worthy  aboven 
alle  thinges ;  and,  yif  so  be  that  this  good  90 
be  in  him  by  nature,  bat  that  it  is  dyvers 
fro  him  by  weninge  resoan,  sin  we  speke 
of  god  prince  of  alle  thinges  :  feigne  who- 
so feigne  may,  who  was  he  that  bath 
conjoigned  thise  dyverse  thinges  to-gider  ?  95 
And  eek,  at  the  laste,  see  wel  that  a  thing 
that  is  dyvers  from  any  thing,  that  thilke 
thing  nis  nat  that  same  thing  fro  which 
it  is  understonden  to  ben  dyvers.  Thanne 
folweth  it,  that  thilke  thing  that  by  his  100 
nature  is  dyvers  fro  soverein  good,  that 
that  thing  nis  nat  soverein  good ;  but  - 
certes,  that  were  a  felonous  corsednesse 
to  thinken  that  of  him  that  nothing  nis 
more  worth.    For  alwey,  of  alle  thinges,  ic^ 
the  nature  of  hem  ne  may  nat  ben  bettre 
than  his  biginning;   for  which  I  may 
concluden,  by  right  verray  reeoun,  that 
thilke  that  is  biginning  of  alle  thinges, 
thilke  same  thing  is  soverein  good  in  his  no 
substaunce.*        *Thou  hast  seyd  right* 
folly,'  quod  I. 

*  But  we  han  grannted,'  quod  she,  *  that 
the  soverein  good  is  blisftilnesse.'  '  And 
that  is  sooth,'  quod  L  "5 

*  Thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  moten  we  nedes 
gratmten  and  confessen  that  thilke  same 
soverein  good  be  god.'  '  Cortes,'  quod 
I,  '  I  ne  may  nat  denye  ne  withstonde 
the  resoims  purposed ;  and  I  see  wel  that  i» 
it  folweth  by  strengthe  of  the  premisses.* 

*Loke  now,'  quod  she,  *yif  this  be 
proved  yit  more  fermely  thus  :  that  ther 
ne  mowen  nat  ben  two  soverein  goodes 
that  ben  dyverse  amonge  hem-self.  For  12$ 
certes,  the  goodes  that  ben  dyverse 
amonges  hem-self,  that  oon  nis  nat  that 
that  other  is  ;  thanne  ne  may  neither  of 
hem  ben  parfit,  so  as  either  of  hem  lak- 
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JipUth  to  oth«r.  Bat  that  thitt  nis  nat 
Firft,  mm  may  seen  apertly  that  it  nis 
Bit  lofrrrtein.  The  thinges,  thanne,  that 
bm  sorvreinly  goodOf  ne  mowen  by  no 
«VT  bm  djvene.  But  I  have  wol  con- 
iff  dtdM  that  blisfnlnease  and  gpod  bon  the 
wwrein  ffood;  forwhiche  it  mot  nedes 
bra.  that  suvcroin  blisfnlncsse  is  sovorein 
dirioitce.*  *  Nothing/  qnod  I,  *  nis 
mm  soothfast  than  this,  ne  more  ferme 
W*  hf  nsoon  ;  no  a  more  worthy  thing  than 
fod  may  nat  ben  eonclnded.' 

*  rp-4>n  thise  thinges  thanne,'  qnod  she, 

'right  as  thise  geometriens,  whan  they 

ban  shewed  hir  proposicioons,  ben  wont 

V  to  hringen  in  thinges  that  they  clopen 

porismes.    or   decianteiouiu   cf  for$ei*le 

tkkiifet,  right  so  wole  I  yeve  thee  heer  as 

a  coroUarie,  or  a  9ifde  of  coroune,    For- 

^y,  fur  as  moche  as  by  the  getinge  of 

PB  Uisfttlnesse  men  ben  maked  blisfnl,  and 

Uisfnlnease  is  divinitee :    thanne  is  it 

manifest  and  open,  that  by  the  getinge  of 

diTinitee  men  Ijen  mnked  blisfuL    Right 

u  by  the  gvrtinge  of  justice  [they  ben 

;;« mak<Hl  jnst],  and  by  the  getinge  of  sa- 

pi«Bce  they  ben  maked  wyso :  right  »>, 

nede«,  }*y  the  scmblablo  resonn,  whan 

th»]r  han  geten  diviniteo,  they  ben  maked 

fnddet.      Tlianne  is  every  blisful  man 

^  pA ;  bat  certes,  by  nature,  thcr  nis  bat 

0  gild ;    but,   by  the   participacioun    of 

di^-initee,    thcr    no    let    no    destarbeth 

»<hing  that  thcr  na  ben  manye  goddes.' 

*Tkis   is,'  €in<fd  I,  *a    fair    thing  and 

*^  a  I^c^'ifjos,  clepe  it  as  thou  wolt ;  be  it 

p>ri3me  or  corollarie,'  or  mede  o/coroune 

•'•  t1*fiarimgft. 

'Certes,'  quod  she,  *  nothing  nis  fajrrer 

dun  it  the  thing  that  by  resoan  sholdo 

»Mmi  added    ^>   thi«o    forseido  thinges.' 

What  thing?*  quod  I. 

*8tt.'  f|a<M]  she,  *as  it  scmoth  that  blis- 

^vlaesK  dnteneth  many  thinges,  it  were 

^  to  witen  whether   that    alle    thise 

'7?  tLiifH  maken  or  conjoignen  as  a  maner 

bodj  ef  blisfalnesse,   hy  d.^'versitce    of 

futiei  ur  of  membros  ;  or  ellcs,  yif  that 

^«f  all#  thilke  thinges  be  swich  that  it 

a«<«plisriie  by  him-self  the  sabstaonce  of 

^  UWbme,  sethat  alle  thise  othre  thingw 


ben  referre<l  and  brought  to  blisfulnesso,' 
that  is  to  myn^  tu  to  tits  cheef  of  hem. 

*  I  wolde,'  qnoil  I,  '  that  thou  makedest 
me  clcorly  to  undorstondo    what    thon 
seyst,  and  tliat  thou  recordedcst  mo  the  185 
forseyde  thinges.' 

*  Have  I  nat  juged,'  quod  she,  *  that 
blisftilnesse  is  good  ? '  '  Yis,  forsothe,' 
quo<l  I ;  *  and  that  soveroin  good.' 

*•  Adde  thanno,'  quod  she,  ^  thilke  good,  190 
that  is  maked  hli^lnesse^  to  alio  the  for- 
seide  thinges ;    ibr  thilko  same  blisful- 
nesso that  is    demod    to    ben    soverein 
sufilsaunce,  thilko  solve  is  sovorein  power, 
sovorein  reverence,  sovorein  clocmosso  or  195 
noblesse^  and  soverein  deljrt.      Conclnsio. 
What  seyst  thou  thanne  of  alle  thise 
thinges,    tliat    is    to   se^-n,    suffisaunce, 
power,  and  this  othre  thinges ;  ben  they 
thanne  as  membres  of  blisfulnesso,  or  ben  aoo 
they  referre<l  and  brought  to  soverein 
good,  right    as   alle    thinges    that    ben 
brough  t  to  the  chief  of  hem  ? '      'I  undor- 
stondo wel ; '    quoil  I,  '  what  thou  pur- 
l>osest  to  seku ;  but  1  dcsiro  for  toherkne  20^ 
that  thou  showe  it  uio.' 

*  Tak  now  thus  tho  discrecioun  of  thin 
question,'  quod  sho.  *Yif  alle  thiso 
thinges,'  quod  sho,  '  woren  niombrcs  to 
felicitee,  than  woren  they  d>-vcrso  that  2u> 
oon  from  that  other ;  and  swich  is  the 
nature  of  parties  or  of  membres,  that 
dyvcrso    mcmbn«8    compounou   a  body.' 

*  Cortes,'  qu<Kl  I,  '  it  hath  wcl  ben  shewed 
heer-bifom,  that  alio  thiso  thinges  ben  215 
alio  o  thing.* 

'  Thunuo  lien  they  none  mombros,'  quod 
sho ;  '  for  ellcs  it  sholdu  seme  that  blis- 
ftilnosso  were  c««iioigncMl  al  of  on  mem- 
bre  allouo  ;  but  that  is  a  thing  tliat  niuy  aao 
nat  be  d«»n.'  '  This  thing,'  «iu«k1  I,  '  uia 
nat  iloutous  ;  but  I  abyde  to  herknen  the 
remnaiuit  of  thy  <iue8tioun/ 

'This  is  open  and  cUkt,'  quod  she, 
'  that  alio  othn<  thinges  ben  referretl  iiiul  2^5 
brought  to  giHHl.  For  therefore  is  suffi- 
saunce requerc<l,  for  it  is  deme<l  to  ben 
good ;  and  forthy  is  iniwer  requered,  for 
men  trowon  also  that  it  be  g«>od  ;  and  this 
samo  thing  mowen  we  thiiiken  an<i  con-  j.<o 
jecten  of  reverence,  and  of  noblesse,  and 
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01'  delpt,  Thmuie  la  aoverem  gt^od  the 
sommfi  and  the  cause  nf  tal  tliat  Hi]|Erht« 
ben  desireii  ;  for- why  tbllk«  tiling  tbat 

J3^  with*holdeth  iii>  g*i^<t  in  it-scJft  no  ficm- 
blmmce  of  good^  it  uc  tjisy  nat  wel  in  no 
manero  be  desifed  ne  reqiiert?d.  A^d  the 
ccmtrarie  :  for  thtigh  that  thingea  hy  hir 
n&tune  ne  ben  uat  gontie,,  algateH^  yif  meu 

240  wene  that  ben  gocxli^  yit  btn  they  defiirod 
aa  though  that  they  weren  VBrniyliclie 
goode.  And  thertbr  ia  it  that  m«ti 
Dughten  to  wend  by  rigbtf  that  bottntee 
be  the  soverdn  fyn,  imd  tbe  canM  of  aUo 

Ji45  the  thill le^es  that  ben  to  reqneren.  Btvt 
certcfl,  thilJEe  that  ia  canso  for  which  ni^^n 
reiincren  any  thing,  it  semeth  tbftt  tbilke 
samo  tbiii^  b^  moot  de^irtid.  As  tbufl :  yif 
thiit  4  wiglit  wo](1e  rydfii  for  ciinM  of 

35)f>  heie,  he  ne  dtsiretb  iiat  bo  mochel  the 
iiifH^Tinge  to  rydijn^  aa  the  effect  of  his 
hele.  Now  thannsj  »La  that  alle  thingea 
ben  re^iuered  fur  the  grace  *jf  good,  they 
ne  bc'ii   lint  d Paired  of   aUe  folk  snore 

355  thanne  the  aime  gmxl.  But  we  ban 
gfannted  thiit  bliafulneBae  ia  that  thing, 
tor  whiclie  tliat  alle  thiae  othre  thingoa 
b«n  desired ;  than  no  is  it  thns  :  that, 
cert es»  on l>*  MisiuJu  esse  is  rer|Upr<?4  and 

a6o  de^ire^l.      By   wbirbq   thiii^   it   nbewtiith 


Korlddif  aJ^ecciouHSy   ft^meth   now  to   ^^fl 
mnvfvin  ^yoorf,  that  is  ijod^  tk&%  u  )^wl  \it       \ 
hem  thtU  tcittm  cvtni^  to   Aim,     TeilH*. 
AUe  tbe  tbijigea  that  the   riwr  Tapi 
ye  vet  h  y<iw  with  bis  i^jldenf;  gx^^^ftile*,  (tf 
elles    alle    the   tbing^d  that    the   ripttif 
Herman  yevetb  with  bia  rede  brinke,  m 
that  Indtia  yevetb.  that  is  next  the  hatt 
prn-ty  of  the  world,   that   meddelh   th« 
gr«jie  at<ines  m^ith  the  whjte,  ne  AhoU« 
nat  cl^oren  th«  lookinge  of  ^>\ir  th<mfht|  3& 
bnt  hyden   rather  yonr    hllnde   v^w^g^ 
with^in  liir  derkneaBe.     Al  that  l^rk^tb 
yow  hmr,  and  excytcith  and  moeveth  jwdf     1 
tboQglites,  tbe  ertbo  liath  noriashed  it  ia 
biae  la  we  oaveg*    B-at  the  ahynin^,  ^  ^ 
whiche    tbe    hevene    is    goverutKi   wiaI 
whonnefl    he    hath    hia  Atreugthe,  that 
eaehueth  the  derke  overt  hrowiuge  of  tbt; 
Sdwie  ;^  anil  whH>5o  may  knowen   thEkc 
light  of  bhsfalneaBef  he  ahal  wel  eeyit,  |0 
that  the  whyte  beoiei  of  ih«  Mnne  n«  ben 
nat  cleerJ 


Bof^,  *I  asaente  me/  tinod  I;  'ftir 
aUtf  thifle  thingei  J>en  atrongly  botmdeiii 
with  right  fernie  rcsonna/ 


(^oet^tue.    Q§fooS  iii:   (proee  xi. 


169 


Ja4o  0  fonn«  and  in-to  oon  wirkinge,  so 

thai  thiUie  thini:   that   ia   mffisannce, 

thiike  nine  be  power,  and  reyerence,  and 

boUmk,  and  mirthe ;  and  foraothet  bnt- 

jDjifaDe  tbise  thin^es  ben  alle  oon  same 

thinf,  they  ne  han  nat  wherby  that  they 

moimi  ben  pat  in  the  nomnber  of  thinges 

thit  oQ^hten  ben  requered  or  desired.* 

'It  is  shewed,*  quod  I;  *  ne  her-of  may 

115  tlicr  no  man  donten.* 

'  The  thinges  thanne/  quod  she,  *  that 
ae  ben  no  goodes  whanne  they  ben  dy- 
Terse,  and  whan  they  beginnen  to  ben 
sUe  oon  thing  thanne  ben  they  goodes, 
fuiif  comth  it  hem  nat  thanne  by  the 
getittge  of  nnitee,  that  they  ben  maked 
g«>od»  ? '     *  So  it  semeth,'  qnod  I. 

'  Bnt  al  thing  that  is  good,'  quod  she, 
^granntest  thou  that  it  be  good  by  the 
1$  participacionn   uf  good,   or   no  ? '  *  I 

fnonte  it/  qwKl  I. 

'Thanne    most  thou  graonten,'  qao<l 

the,  *  1»y  semblable  resorni,  that  oon  and 

p^l  be  00  same  thing.     For  of  thinges, 

S*  cf  wbiche  that  the  effect  nis  nat  naturellj' 

ili\-vne.  nedfrs  the  substance  mot  be  00 

■une  thing.*  '  I  ne   may  nat   denye 

that,'  qufvl  I- 

'  Hast  thMU  nat  knowen  wcl,'  qucKl  gho, 

S'tbat  al  thing  that  is  hath  so  longo  his 

dwellinge  and  his  snbstaonce  as  longc  aa 

it  is  4I0Q ;  but  whan  it  forletcth  to  ben 

<«Mn,  it  mi»t  ne<lcs  dyen  an<l  corumiie  t«>- 

IpAtr ? ■        'In  which  manero V '  quod  I. 

^'    'Kii^kt  as  in  bestes,*  qu<Kl  she,  'whan 

th^  Btiwle  and  the  bo^iy  b«»n  conjoigned 

in**-!!  and  dwtdlen  to-gidor,  it  is  cloi)cd 

alivfftt.  And  whan  hir  unitce  is  destroyed 

V  th«  dis^veraunce   of  that  oon  from 

<f  ?h»t  (ither.  than  shewoth  it  wcl  that  it  is 

*  <le(l  thing,  and  that   it  nis  no  lenger 

ft"  Wit.    And  the  Ixniy  of  a  wight,  whyl 

!*  'IvieUoth  in  *m}  fi>rnic  by  conjunrcinun 

•^  m«mhres,   it   is  wel  s«,*>-n   that    it   is 

?*»  fiffnre  of   man-kinde.      And    yif    the 

r*t»»*  !•!'  the  botiy  ben  8«»  di'\yde»l  and 

«U«w*:re»l.  tknt  oon  fro  thnt  oth^r,  that 

*1>^  dwtniycn  uuitec,  the  Ixxly  forletcth 

*"  !•*  tbat  it  wns  biforn.     .\nd,  wIkhso 

iJ  *»'M#  rezme  in  tho  same  manore  l>y  alle 

*hiajtt,  he  sholde  seen  that,  with-oute 


donte,  every  thing  is  in  his  substaunce  as 
longe  as  it  is  oon  ;  and  whan  it  forleteth 
to  ben   oon,   it    dyeth    and  perissheth.' 
'  Whan    I    considere,'    quod   I,    '  manye  80 
thinges,  I  see  non  other.' 

'Is  ther  any-thing  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'  that,  in  as  moche  as  it  livoth  naturell>', 
that  forleteth  the  talent  or  appetyt  of  his 
beinge,  and  desireth  to  come  to  deeth  and  85 
to  corupcioun?'  'Yif  I  considere,' 

quod  I,  '  the  beestes  that  han  any  maner 
nature  of  wilninge  and  of  nillinge,  I  ne 
finde  no  beest,  but-yif  it  bo  constreino<l 
fro  with-oute  forth,  that  forleteth  or  90 
despyseth  the  eutencioun  to  liven  and 
to  duren,  or  that  wole,  his  thankes, 
hasten  him  to  dyeu.  For  everj*  beest 
travaileth  him  to  deffende  and  kepe  the 
savacioun  of  his  lyf,  and  cschueth  deeth  95 
an<l  destruccioun.  But  certes,  I  doute 
me  of  herbes  and  of  trees,  that  U  to  teyn^ 
that  I  am  in  a  doute  of  twiche  thinges  as 
herbes  or  treea^  that  ne  han  no  felinge 
sowles,  ne  no  naturel  tcirkinges  tervinge  to  lou 
appetytes  ae  heetea  han^  whether  they  han 
appetjft  to  dtcellen  and  to  duren.*  ,     . 

'  Certes,'  qno<i   sho,    '  no   thor-of   tlmr 

thee   nut   d<»uto.     Now  loke  ujwm  thise 

herbus  and  thiso  trees  ;  thej'  woxen  tirst  105 

in  swiche  places  ns  lK»n  covenablo  t(»hem, 

in  wbiche  places  they  no  mowon  nat  sone 

'  <iycn  ne  drycn,  as   lonpjo  as  hir  nature 

I  may  deffendcn    hem.     For  soni  of  hem 

;  waxen   in    feeldes,   and    soni    in    moiin-  no 

I  taignes,  and  othro  waxon  in  muroys,  an«l 

;  othro  cloven  on  nHrhos,  and  somme  waxen 

■  j)lentivouH  in  S4>ndos ;   and  yif  that  any 

I   wight   enforce   him   to  iHjren  hem  in-to 

othro    places,    they    woxen     drjo,      F<»r  115 
i   natiiro  j-eveth  to  every  thing  that  that 
j  is  convenient  to  him,  and  travaileth  that 
'  they  ne  dye  nat,  as  longo  ns  thoy  hnn 
1  power  to  dwelh'n   and  to  livon.     What 
.  woltow  seyn  of  this,  that    tliey  drawen  i-»o 
alle  hir  norisshing«>s  by  hir  rotes,  right 
as  they  hadden  hir  nioutlics  y-jdonnged 
with-in  tlio  erthes,    and   shoilen   by  hir 
niarv'os  hir    wod«;   and   hir   l>ark  ?     And 
what    wolt«»w  sojTi  <»f  this,    that  thilkc  1-15 
thing  that  is  right  softe,  as  the  mar^'c  is, 
that  is  alwoy  hid  in  the  sote,  al  with- 
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milt".  ntn<l  tlmt  is  iifrvml*-il  fjmp  wjrli-»mtn 
Ity  the  st*nl<'jR3tTie*isi>  ^^t'  vrr«iR  :  ftncl  that 

i;o  the  uttfrre»to  liftrk  itt  put  Ay(^iuK  the  des- 
i  em  pern  11  nee  *  »t  the  heveiiG,  a£  a  ilefjendonr 
taighty  to  BafTrQii  harm?  And  thnE^ 
G&nen,  maj-atctw  wel  seen  bow  gxiwt  ia 
the  liili^nce  of  nature  :  for  aUo  thini^a 

ijl5  renovelen  and  pupliftshen  hem  with  sewl 
y-miiltiplycd  ;  ne  tbor  ni»  n*!  man  that  ne 
wot  wel  thrtt  they  tie  hen  ri^bt  ai 
a  found emont  and  odifie*!  tor  in  dnren 
nat  only  for  a   tymp,   but   ripbt   nd   f*vr 

140  to  dart  Q  penbiniblj  by  fr^n^rtw^wun.  And 
the  thinges  e«k  that  man  wenet^  no  haven 
nune  Bowles,  ne  desire  thej  nat  ech  of 
hem  by  ^mbUble  resimn  to  kt^p^n  tliat 
is  hirs^  tAa£  u  to  teffn^  that  is  u^itrdinge  to 

H5  fcir  naUtr€  in  co*MH?rracioiiTt  q/  Air  JCwtnj/fl 
anrf  enduriatjti^  For  wher-for  eUM  hereth 
lJg}itneHso  tlie  flaumbca  ^p,  and  Che 
wei^ht^  pt*4^Bsetll  tlie  erthe  a-dounf  but 
for  iLA  mrHi'he  as  tbilke  pln^ea  and  thUke 

150  mo«ving«?s  ben  covenable  to  eve  rich  of 
hem?  And  for&vtha  ttverything  kepoth 
thilke  that  is  a^i^rilinge  and  pmpre  t^o 
him,  right  as  thlngifs  that  ben  contraHe« 
and  enemy 9  cnrompen  hem»    And  yit  the 

155  harde  t binge!!,  aa  fttrfHies,  clyvcu  And 
hohlcji  liir  twrties  to-gider  right  Jhitta  and 
hardf?,  and  liefTetuleu  h€m  iti  withstond- 
ingo  that  they  no  departo  nat  lightlj 
ft*twinne.      And    the  thingea  that    ben 

t5i>  «otto  and  flfltiiigo,  aa  is  water  and  eyr^ 
they  depart  en  lightly,  and  yoven  place 
to  hem  that  brektin  nr  de\'^dau  hem ; 
but  nathii^les;,  tbey  retomen  aono  ayein 
iij-to  the  samf?  thin^ij^  fro  wbonnes  they 

jfi^  br-n  nrmrfjl,     !hit  iVr  fli-<?tb  and  rpt'nafith 
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fnl  <stto    t>Tne    the    deeth    that    natTiiff 
ilredeth ;    that    m  t&    i^yn   a#  fAu* :   that  if 

miMf!,  Viat  hit  ml  fl^Jtir^h  and  UikHh  Hk. 
'  detth  iFftfcA  that  nafiiPY  A^t^i^Jh  anif  drfd- 
I  ^k  fitl  mre.  And  S4^mt,i^^me  -we  awth 
I  the  eontrarj'BT  a»  thus  :  that  the  -wil  rtf  i8f 

a  Wight  destorbctli  and  const meyneth  tJ&at 
!  that  nature  deaireth   and  reqnereth  »!- 
wey,  thot  is  (w  iieyn^  the  werk  of  genei*-     1 
cir*un,   ify  the   whiqhe  g^neniclonn  onAj     \ 
dwelleth  and  is  instened  the  bmg  durar  t^ 
bletee  M'tn^irtal  thinges.     And  thu^  ihit 
charitee  and  thia  love,  that  eveiy  thmc 
hath   to  hitn-self,  ne  comtli  nat  of  tbn 
I  moevinge  of  the  aowle,  but  of  the  «!n- 
tenci4>nn  of  nattire.    For  the  |itiriH«ajiee  tyf 
of  gotl  bath  yeven  t^J  thinge*  that  bais 
creat  of  him  thia,  that  im  a  fnl  g^fft  caiWf 
to  li%'en  and  to  Jnjen ;   for  which  ihej 
deairen  natni^Uy  hir  lyf  aa  lon^  a«  evpr 
they  mo  wen.     For  which  thou  majat  nat  a* 
drede,    by    n^i    manere,    that    nUo    the 
thinge4ithat  ben  anywhere,  that  th^  ne 
reqneren  natnrelly  the  ferme  stableuMw 
of  p^rdnrablo    dwpUiijge,   and    e*ik  th» 
etehninge  of  defftruoeionu/     ■  Now  Mm-  jet 
fefise  J  wel/  quod  I^  '  that  I  it^e  now  wvi 
certainly,  with-out*  dont^,  the  things 
that  whylom  semoden  nncertaia  to  ma.' 

*■  But/  qonti  ehe,    ^  thilke    thing  that 
deaireth  t^  be  and  to  dweUn^n  percluimbli^i  '# 
he  rleeireth  tn  ben  fttm  ;  for  yif  that  ! 
oon  were   Jestroy&d,   oerte^   beiDgs 
shulde  ther  non  dv^eUen  to  no 
I  *  Tliat  IM  fioc>th/  tjuod  L 

^Thann^s'     <|uof1     ihe^     '^de^Lren    a31«  ?^ 
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[  9>tiut  Alle  thinges  tenden  ao-i  hx^z:..  '.h^z 
tUnc  mntto  ben  the  inTerein  p-<«i  .>t  allit 


Thanne  Mjde  the  thui:  *0  icr  c<->ry.* 
qivMl  fhe, '  I  li«T«  gret  i^in««M  "i  zht^  ■ 
jpfer  thnn  hast  ilcched  in  thyn  ht-rt*  th«r 
niddel  snnthfactneMe.  f AaC  t#  to  mym.  tL«- 
priUe:  bat  this  thing  hath  \^n  -ie*- 
e»rered  to  thee,  in  that  th^'Ci  Mteyiesi 
that  thnn  wistest  nat  a  litel  her-hiiom.' 
VO '  Ulmt  was  that  ?*  qao.1  I. 

'That  thna  ne  vistesc  nat.'  qn^^l  ihe. 
'vhich  was  the  en<Ie  of  thing«s:  and 
oertca.  that  is  the  thing  that  evi^ry  vigh? 
(ietiivth  :  and  f«>r  as  m^chel  as  ve  han 
>li5^iei«tl  and  romprehemi^l  that  p^-i  is 
thilke  thing  that  is  desiretl  of  alle.  thanne 
miAf-n  we  nedes  confc:S8«n.  that  g^fod  it 
the  tyn  of  alle  thingesL 

llKTmcXI.     Qui^ittis  prtf/ynda  M^mU 
taeMiyat  uentm. 

AVhi^-so  that   seketh  so^^tb  l<v  a  'l^i* 

th'tcht.  anil  dveiteth  nat  t«*  b«-n  Meceivc^l 

bgr  U'*  mis-weyes,    lat    him    r>>ll^n    and 

tn-ndt^n  m-ith-inue  hini-st'lf  th^  light  *ii 

5  his  inward  sighte ;  and  lat  him  gatl^-re 

^Hn.  encl>-niiige  in-to    a  cxnijias.   the 

lnifi*  m^^fvinges  q/  Am  thou*iM*» :    an<l 

W  him  techen  his  r^mige  that  he  hath 

•■nckw^l  and  hid  in  his  tresors.  al  that 

inbf  «<iin]«LSseth  or  seketh  fro  with-«^>nte. 

.V&d  thanne  t  hi  Ike  thinge.  that  the  bUke 

f\>*^-\»  ftf  errimr  wh>if»m  hadde  y-f 'iverHl. 

^  listen  nu»re  cleerly  thanne  Phflias 

iiim-telf  ne  sh}-neth.        Olosa.    Wh»,-*o 

5»  «i/f  *»it»-a  tk^  d^p  gnmmd*  •./  m^^h  in  Am 

f^'-^t.  fijMf  icrtt  fKiC  /«  thc^icKd  by  fnlm 

^^•i"mrit,un»th*it  gimiH  nntui/rft  fhit  tn^uth^. 

'if  Aim  it*f/   ej^Mime  nnd   r-Al^  tcifh'inne 

kii^lfth^  milHrr  nnd  thf  pr*BpnUtm  o/fh^. 

^*kimfi  nntl  Int  him   yit  ^./T«>ii^4  tnnnin^ 

iwJ  rt^l^n  kirn  tkougkt^M  by  gimni  d»  libera- 

rvufn.  i.r  tkot  A*  d^M^  ;  nntf  hit  him  t*th^n 

*M*»irf*  tkitt  it  hatk^  by  mitural  priori jtUJi 

^*MicM*  y-kid    tri/A-in    if-$^ir.   alU    th" 

'!tr:^fke  tk€  Khieke  A«r  iitiogimAh  ti>  Un  in 

thmgf§  feith'ttutf.      And   tkannf.    nlle   the 

i*rin^m^.  u/kii  muiav*trin*t^  »hnl  t^tnf  mom 

tnd0^lg  to  mgkte  **/  his  und^nit<mdintje 


■^-rixlr.?  ■ :  :  ry-rT-z^*.  r.*  h-»-h 
xjtr.  :1a.v«L  ■  -t  -f  y  "^r  ti.  -'Ziri':*  al  "i.* 
<I.rtn.r-^»^  / y ^'  •  *  *^*«  :  t  r  ?*r:<e:i.Iy 
tr.*-  «r**:  -f  *••■•}:  hkli-?^':':  a- i  cIvT^Th 
witL-ir.  y  it  f-r^x^.  at.  :  :•  i*  awAk^i  J5 
ai.  i  -xT-.*-l  :y  :!*  wi- .-  *;. :  ry  tit 
'■1a.«t*^  t  :-«c*rii:*.  K  r  ""irrr-r  ^'.I*^ 
•lKZi.*:z.  y-r  -r  y  -r  ■■wiLr  wil  tl*  rigLr— *:, 
wLar.  y*-  •*=.  AX**i-  '~r-y:r  §»■  w<rr*  tlat 
the   r.-r:«sl:r.r*     /    --*.•«    z.t  livr-i*   y- 4": 

'*i*    M    •■-■    ♦'J^.    iof*'   #L-    '■^•^•»       »"!    •''.  VII  •*< 

4i,/A  •/''.««  *A»a-7  'A*'*  '-t>  'i^d.  yi/  *k*»' 
tt^,-'  ■:  .'  v  ■•/  m*''*/'^^'**^.  *k'it  iPr^  V- 
pl.um»^''.  -nd  kid  in  m-if*'  -*!  prinri^A'*.  rk*  45 
t^hifh^  m.'^f.^^fm^jm  U'-'d  k^*k'in  'A-  'i*rp- 
mjB^  ••/  •*•'  'Af.irc*'.  Ar.L  yii  Si^*  >*  that 
:he  31  cj*  and  -.h*-  ■i-'trir.*  •■:  PlaT-p 
«ic.g*:'b  so-rh.  al  thar  -T^r>-wigLt  >rtetb. 
he  :.e  d-rh  r.<-rh::i£  «-II*-»  tLacce  lat  5^ 
re^'-ri-r'h.  a«  i^-^n  r*<:->rd*-n  rtingts  that 
r*n  t'-ry^titr..* 

Pei~e  XII.     Tu     '■    .  /''  •  ni.  in.^fi'.-  1. 

TLai.ne  s^Mt  I  ti.:-*  .  "I  ak"v\v  me 
gr*:tly  :.i  Plat".  !.-r  rh--::  rr-m^mbrtst 
an' I  rec'rd*-5*.  me  thi«e  tbins^^  yit  the 
«er«»uniie  r>-m*r :  '*•■♦  i>  ^o  *fyn.  nrr  whan 
I  IfiSte  r..y  menA-rie  t-y  tb*»  c> >ntagii>a3  5 
C'lijuKC'-i'-nn  t.t  tbr  l--Iy  with  theS"Wle: 
and  <'tt^'n»-4  Hir*-r»-ard.  whan  I  biste  i?. 
**"nt"iiiide'l  Vy  tlie  i.harge  and  by  thi» 
bnr»l»fne  ••!  n;y  Si-rwe.' 

And  :hanne  seidt-  she  thus  :  *yif  thmi  10 
lok".'  '{W'A  »bH,  *  Hrst  the  thiuges  that 
tliiiu  ba»t  gntiint<^l.  it  ue  shal  nat  bc-n 
right  t<rr  thHt  thi>n  no  sbalt  rc-mem)ireu 
t  hi  Ike  thinfi:  that  tli<>ii  tKcyiUst  thut  thmi 
nistest  nat.*         *  What  thing  r*  ijn'Kl  I.      15 

•By  whiche  g'»vemt-n.<-iit.*  'lUi-l  she, 
'that  tliia  worM  is  e«»Vfnu-«l.*  'Me 
remenibrcth  it  wt-l.*  nu.>l  I  :  •  and  I  f«»n- 
feitse  wel  that  I  ne  wiste  it  naiight.  But 
al-)<-it  s*!  that  I  st-e  n«'W  in  an  a-ler  what  >o 
th«»ii  iiuri»<»sost,  alptti-«.  I  lU'sire  yit  to 
bf'rkfnr  it  <»f  th»f  ni»»r*»  pleynly.' 

•Th'iu    ne    wr-ndfst    nat.*    .|n«»d    she, 
'a   littd    IHT-Iijlorn,    that    men    shoMen 
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«5  dout©  that  this  world  uis  governed  hy 
god/  '  Certes/  quod  I, '  ne  yit  ne  donte 
I  it  nanght,  ne  I  nel  never  wene  that 
it  were  to  donte  ;  (U  who  sHth^  but  I  toot 
U)el  that  god  govemeth  this  world;   and 

30  I  shal  shortly  answeren  thee  by  what 
resoiins  I  am  brought  to  this.  This 
world,'  quod  I,  *  of  so  manye  dyverse  and 
oontrarious  parties,  ne  mighte  never  han 
ben  assembled  in  o  forme,  but-3rif  ther 

35  nere  oon  that  oonjoignede  bo  manye  dy- 
verse thinges;  and  the  same  dyversitee 
of  hir  natures,  that  so  disoorden  that 
oon  fro  that  other,  moste  departen  and 
nnjoignen    the    thinges    that    ben  con- 

40  joigned,  yif  ther  ne  were  oon  that  oon- 
tenede  that  he  hath  conjoined  and  y- 
bounde.  Ne  the  oertein  ordre  of  nature 
ne  sholde  nat  bringe  forth  so  ordenee 
moevinges,    by    places,    by    tymes,    by 

45  doinges,  by  spaces,  by  qualitees,  yif  ther 
ne  were  oon  that  were  ay  stedefast 
dwellinge,  that  ordejrnede  and  disponede 
thise  dyversitees  of  moevinges.  And 
thilke  thing,  what-so-ever  it  be,  by  which 

50  that  alle  thinges  ben  y-maked  and  y-lad, 
I  clepe  him  *'  god  " ;  that  is  a  word  that 
is  U8e<l  to  alle  folk.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  :    '  sin  thou  felest 
thus  thise  thinges,'  quod  she,  *I  trowe 

55  that  I  have  litel  more  to  done  that  thou, 
mighty  of  welefulnesse,  hool  and  sounde, 
ne  see  eftsones  thy  contree.  But  lat  us 
loken  the  thinges  that  we  han  purposed 
her-bifom.     Have  I  nat  noumbred  and 

60  seyd,'  quod  she,  *  that  suffisaunce  is  in 
blisfulnesse,  and  we  han  acorded  that 
god  is  thilke  same  blisfulnesse  ?'  *  Yis, 
forsothe,'  quod  I. 

'And    that,   to    goveme    this    world,' 

65  quod  she,  '  ne  shal  he  never  han  nede 
of  non  help  fro  with-oute?  For  elles, 
yif  he  hadde  nede  of  any  help,  he  ne 
sholde  nat  have  no  ful  suifi^unce?' 
'  Yis,  thus  it  mot  nedes  be,'  quod  I. 

70  '  Thanne  ordeineth  he  by  him-self  al- 
one alle  thinges  ? '  quod  she.  '  That 
may  nat  be  deneyed,'  quod  L 

'  And  I  have  shewed  that  god  is  the 
same  good ? '        'It  remembreth me wel,' 

75  quod  I. 


*  Thanne  ordeineth  he  alle  things  by 
thilke  good,'  quod  she ;  *  sin  he,  which 
that  we  han  acorded  to  be  good,  govemeth 
alle  thinges  by  him-self;  and  he  is  as 
a  keye  and  a  stere  by  which  that  the  80 
edifice  of  this  world  is  y-kept  stable 
and  with-oute  ooroumpinge.'  '  I  aoorde 
me  greetly,'  quod  I ;  '  and  I  ^perceivede 
a  litel  her-bifom  that  thou  woldest  s^e 
thus  ;  al-be-it  so  that  it  w^re  by  a  thinne  85 
snspecioun.' 

'  I  trowe  it  wel,'  quod  she ;  *  for,  as 
I  trowe,  thou  ledest  now  more  ententifly 
thyne  eyen  to  loken  the  verray  goodes. 
But  natheles  the  thing  that  I  shal  telle  go 
thee  3rit  ne  sheweth  nat  lasse  to  loken.' 
*  What  is  that  ?'  quod  L 

'So  as  men  trowen/  quod  she,  ^and 
that  rightfully,  that  god  govemeth  alle 
thinges  by  the  keye  of  his  goodnesse,  95 
and  alle  thise  same  thinges,  as  I  hate 
taught  thee,  hasten  hem  by  naturel  en- 
tencioun  to  comen  to  good :  ther  mBj  no 
man  douten  that  they  ne  be  governed 
voluntariely,  and  that  they  ne  converten  too 
hem  of  hir  owne  wil  to  the  wil  of  hir 
ordenour,  slb  they  that  ben  acordinge  and 
enclyninge  to  hir  govemour  and  hir 
king.'  'It  mot  nedes  be  so,'  quod  I; 
'  for  the  reaume  ne  sholde  nat  semen  i<^ 
blisfnl  yif  ther  were  a  yok  of  mis- 
drawinges  in  djrverse  parties;  ne  the 
savinge  of  obedient  thinges  ne  sholde  nat 
be.' 

'  Thanne  is  ther  nothing,'  quod  she,  no 
'that  kepeth  his  nature,  that  enforceth 
him  to  goon  ayein  god  ? '         '  No,'  quod  L 

'  And  yif  that  any-thing  enforcede  him 
to  with-stonde  god,  mighte  it  availen  at 
the  laste  ayeins  him,  that  we  han  115 
graunted  to  ben  almighty  by  the  ri^t 
of  blisfulnesse  ? '  '  Certes,'  quod  I, '  al- 
outrely  it  ne  mighte  nat  availen  him.' 

'Tlianne  is  thor  no-thing,'  quod  she, 
'  that  either  wole  or  may  with-stonden  no 
to  this  soverein  good  ?'         '  I  trowe  nat,' 
quod  L 

'  Thanne  is  thilke  the  soverein  good,' 
quod  she,  'that  alle  thinges  govemeth 
strongly,   and   ordeyneth    hem    aoftely.'  125 
Thanne  se3rde   I    thus :    '  I  delyte  me,' 


QEfoe^tue.    Qg^ooft  m*.   (Nlehre  xn. 


173 


quod  I,  » nat  only  in  the  endes  or  in  the 
lomme  of  the  reeoons  that  thou  hast 
condnded  and  proeved,  but  thilke  wordes 

1^0  that  then  nsest  deljrten  me  moche  more ; 
80,  at  the  laste,  fooles  that  sumtyme 
renden  grete  thinges  onghten  ben  a- 
shamed  of  hem-self  ;*  that  U  to  aeyrty  that 
n*  /ooU»  that  reprehenden  unkkedly  the 

J3S0i'»get  that  touchen  goddes  govemaunce^ 
w  oughten  ben  aahanUd  of  our-aetf:  as 
/,  that  seyde  that  god  refveXh  orUy  the 
werkei  of  mat,  and  ne  entremeteth  nat  cf 

htM, 

14U  *  Thon  hast  wel  herd/  qnod  she,  *  the 
£ihles  of  the  i>oete8,  how  the  giaunt« 
Mssileden  the  hevene  with  the  goddee] 
bat  forsothe,  the  debonair  force  <if  god 
deposede  hem,  as  it  was  worthy ;  th€U  ie 

U5  to  myn,  daltroyede  the  giannte^  <u  it  wu 
ttortky.  Bat  wilt  thou  that  we  joignen 
to^der  thilke  same  resonns  ?  For  per- 
aTentore,  of  swich  conjnncioun  may 
sterten  up  som  &ir  sparkle  of  sooth/ 

150  *  Do/  qnod  I,  *  as  thee  liste.* 

'  Wenest  thon/  quod  she,  *  that  god  ne 
be  almighty  ?  Ko  man  is  in  donte  of  it/ 
•Certee,*  qnod  T,  *no  wight  ne  donteth 
it,  yif  he  be  in  his  minde.' 

155  '  Bat  he,  'qnod  she,  *  that  is  almighty, 
ther  nis  nothing  that  he  ne  may?' 
'  Iliat  is  sooth,'  qnod  L 

'  May  god  don  yvel  ?  *  qnod  she.  '  Nay, 
fiorMthe,'  qnod  I. 

160  'Thanne  is  yvel  nothing,'  qnod  she, 
'sin  that  he  ne  may  nat  don  yvel  that 
may  don  aUe  thinges.'  *  Scomest  thon 
me?'  qaod  I ;  *or  eVUa  pUyett  thou  or 
deeeiveat  thou  me,  that  hast  so  woven  me 

t65irith  thy  resonns  the  hons  of  Dedalns, 
10  entrelaoed  that  it  is  nnable  to  be  an- 
iseed; thou  that  others whyle  entrest 
ther  thon  issest,  and  other-whyle  issest 
ther  thon  entrest,  ne  foldest  thoa  nat 

170  to-gider,  by  repUcadoun  ofwordee^  a  maner 
wonderfnl  oerde  or  envireninge  of  the 
lifflplicitee  devyne?  For  oertes,  a  litel 
ber^bifom,  whan  thon  bignnne  at  blisfal- 
nesse,  thon  seydest  that  it  is  soverein 

>75  good ;  and  sej^eet  that  it  is  set  in  soverein 
god;  and  seydest  that  god  him-self  is 
tomnin  good  ;  and  that  god  is  the  falle 


blisfiilnesse  ;  for  which  thon  yave  me  as 
a  covenable  yift^  that  is  to  9fyn,  that  no 
wight  nis  blisfol  bnt-yif  he  be  god  also  180 
therewith.      And  seidest   eek,   that  the 
forme  of  good  is  the  snbstannce  of  god 
and  of  blisiHilnesse ;    and  seidest,  that 
thilke  same  oon  is  thilke   same  g<>od, 
that  is  reqnered  and  desired  of  alle  the  1H5 
kinde  of  thinges.     And  thon  proevedest, 
in  dispntinge,  that  god  govemeth  all  tho 
thinges  of  the  world  by  the  govemements 
of  bonntee,  and  seydeti^  that  alle  thinges 
wolen  obeyen  to  him ;  and  aeydest,  that  »9<> 
the  natnre  of  yvel  nis  no-thing.     And 
thise  thinges  ne  shewedest  thon  nat  with 
none  resonns  y-taken  fro  with-onte,  bat 
by  proevesfn  cfrctes  and  hoomlich  knowen ; 
the  whiche  proeves  drawen  to  hem-self  195 
hir  feith  and  hir  acord,  everioh  of  hem 
of  other.' 

Thanne  seyde  she  thns :  *  I  ne  soome 
thee  nat,  ne  pleye^  ne  deceive  thee;  bat 
I  have  diewed  thee  the  thing  that  is.^«» 
grettest  over  alle  thinges  by  the  yift  of 
god,  that  we  whylom  preyeden.  For  this 
is  the  forme  of  the  devyne  snbstannce, 
that  is  swich  that  it  ne  slydeth  nat  in-to 
ontterest  foreine  thinges,  ne  ne  receiveth  395 
no  strannge  thinges  in  him ;  bnt  right 
as  Parmenides  seyde  in  Oreek  of  thilke 
devyne  snbstannce ;  he  seyde  thus  :  that 
''thilke  devyne  snbstaunce  tometh  the 
world  and  the  moevuble  cercle  of  thinges,  210 
whyl  thilke  devyne  snbstannce  kepoth 
it-self  with-onte  moevinge;"  that  is  to 
aeyn,  that  it  ne  moeveth  never-mo^  and  yit  it 
moeveth  alle  othre  thinges.  Bnt  natheles, 
yif  I  have  stired  resonns  that  ne  ben  nat  215 
taken  fro  with-onte  the  compas  of  thing 
of  which  we  treten,  bnt  resonns  that  ben 
bistowed  with-in  that  compas,  ther  nis 
nat  why  that  thon  sholdest  merveileu ; 
sin  thou  hast  lerned  by  the  sentence  of  220 
Plato,  that  "  nedes  the  wordes  moten  be 
cosines  to  the  thinges  of  which  they 
spoken," 

MsTKE  xn.    FeliXf  qui  potuit  boni. 

Blisftil  is  that  man  that  may  seen  the 
clere  wello  of  good;   blisfol  is  he  that 
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may  Tiiiltiinden  him  fro  tb&  bond^  of  tli© 
lievy  ertbt*.  TLe  ^Hiote  of  Trati*,  OrjjJiffti*^ 
5  that  wlijrlom  hoiclile  right  gnuet  Borwtf 
f<jr  the  do^th  tff  hU  w>^,  (ift*!r  that  h^ 
Eiadde  maked,  b^'  his  wceply  S4:>ug^,  the 
wiidtiS^  mtrevtibli^^  to  roiiutiti  ;  and  haddi^ 
m^ked  tht?  river^s  to  fltond&B  stide  ;  fmd 

iQ  hadde  maked  the  hert^s  and  the  hindos 
i\t  jijigneu,  drediaksT  hir  ByKic3  t<j  cruel 
l^-Diins,  ftyi'  tii  hrrk-ru^n  hh  ff^mj^;  and 
hudde  mnked  that  tht^  iiaro  viis  uat  a^oat 
of  the  houuile,  which  that  was  plesed  by 

15  bb  aotiKt!  ■  m,  wbivn  the  mo^ta  ardatint 
lovw  <:tf  hU  «it  bf«*iidfj  the  ciitrfulfle  of  hla 
bti&gt,  tita  the  flousss  thiit  hadden  over- 
Pot!ve«  nUo  th  luffed  ue  mighteu  aat  as- 
itwagou    bir  h>nl   Orjiln?^*^   he   plejiiode 

ju  hitii  of  tba  heveue  ^oddea  that  wendn 
omt^I  to  him ;  he  weut«  him  to  the  hondod 
of  hello.  And  there  lie  temprcde  hiae 
blaniidlsihLfiiri^  souged  by  resuwnlnge 
St  rentes,  aiitl  spuk  and  nong  m  wepiu^o 

35  al  tlmt  ^vyr  hg  hadde  received  and  lnved 
out  of  xha  uobW  w^tlli^jt  of  his  miidcf 
Viillujps  thfs  goddeii!iK9 ;  and  he  song  with 
i\3  mochel  as  he  nilght^;^  of  wepinge,  and 
with  &s  moc;bt  ns  bive*  tlmt  doublede  his 

^u  sorwe^  mighty  yevo  him  ai^d  tedhen  hun  ; 


wop^tl  teres  for  pitee,  Th**  Jio  whs  ui 
the  hoved  K>i'  Ixi'Wi  y-torm©nt*»J  t*r  rJi» 
t^vertbrowiiigo  wheel ;  and  Tantaliu,  ihtiX 
wai  dostixiyed  by  the  wowlneMe  of  b>&j|t 
tbtirftt,  dea|i.^^g&tb  tJbe  Amies  to  driolti'  r  45 
the  fowl  that  kigbte  voltor,  that  et^rih 
the  atonuik  or  the  gieer  af  Tit^Tia,  JA  vm 
falfild  of  his  Btmg  that  it  nil  cten  n« 
tyren  no  mor©*  At  the  last*  the  h-rd 
and  juge  of  *owlee  waa  moev(^^i  t<?  misen-  « 
coFdea  and  crj'det  '*  wo  ben  o^orpoiaen-*' 
i^uod  he  *  '*  yive  we  to  Orjiheuj  hii  *yt 
to  hete  him  vompanye ;  he  hAtb  w^I  y- 
bcmght  hir  by  his  song  and  his  diXf^t 
b\it  wu  wid  pntte  a  la  we  in  tbi«,  ftttdn 
covetiaunt  in  the  yifle  1  thaZ  i§  1v  mjfnt 
thAt,  til  he  ha  ont  of  helJe^  yif  he  lofel 
behindo  him,  that  hia  wyf  sbal  ooansn 
ayein  tint<»  ua."  But  wh^t  u  he  ll>it 
may  yi^-e  a  lawe  to  lovores?  Itjw  if  to 
a  grottor  1ft we  and  a  atrenger  to  him-ulf 
fhfin  any  tiiice  fhat  men  may  yrvftu  Alhul 
whaii  Ori^beus  aui.l  his  wyf  weren  fthji<?ft 
at  the  torjjics  of  tho  night,  thnt  it  to  ftfn, 
at  the  iiufe  bffufui£s  0/  h^tlt,  Orptxma  ij 
lokede  alxikwurd  oil  £arydic«  hJi  w^ 
and  loato  hir,  And  was  doM. 

Thifl  fable  ap&rt^inoth  to  y ow  dUe,  *li* 
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»  Agwinge  by  the  devyne  lookinge  uf 
hm,  and  hy  thy  rMoona,  that  they  ne 
aown    ben    overcomen.      And    thilke 

K  thinfBt  thut  thoa  toldest  me,  ol-be-it  so 
that  I  hadde  whylom  foryeten  hem,  for 
the  aorwe  of  the  wrong  that  hath  ben 
don  to  me,  yit  natheles  they  ne  wereu 
Bat  al-oatrely  nnknowen  to  me.    But  this 

xiwae  ia.  namely,  a  right  greet  cause  of 
my  lorwe,  a^j  as  the  govemour  of  thinges 
ii  good,  yif  that  3rvele8  mowen  l>en  by 
anj  weyea  ;  or  elles  yif  that  jr^-eles  passen 
with-OQte  pniiiashinge.   The  whiche  thing 

35  only,  how  worthy  it  id  to  ben  wondred 
npoo,  thou  considerest  it  wel  thy-self 
cnteiuly.  But  yit  to  this  thing  ther  is 
jit  another  thing  y-joigued,  more  to  1)cn 
VMxdred  np-on.  For  felonye  is  emperosse, 

^  and  fl«mreth  /ul  v/  rkhestet ;  and  vertu 
nil  uat  al-only  with-oute  medos,  but  it 
if  cast  under  and  fortroden  under  the 
f««t  tif  felonous  folk ;  and  it  abyeth  the 
twmeuts  in  stede  of  >»-ikke<le  folouues. 

35  Of  alle  whiche  thinges  ther  nis  no  wight 
that  may  mervej'len  y-nough,  ne  com- 
pleine,  that  swiche  thinges  ben  doon  in 
th«  regne  of  gi>d,  that  hUo  thinges  woot 
and  alle  thinges  tdjs^\  and  no  wi»le  nat 

4u  but  only  gode  thinges.' 

Thanne  8e>-de  she  thus  :  *  Cvrtus,'  4]U<mI 
■he, '  that  were  a  greet  mcrveyle,  and  an 
mbaadiinge  witli-outen  eude,  and  wel 
tujK  horrible  tlmn  alle  nionstres,  yif  it 

45  «n«  as  thou  wenest :  that  is  to  teytiy  that 
in  tlur  right  ordeueo  hous  of  so  mochel 
a  &iler  and  an  ordeuour  <^f  meynee,  that 
the  \-essele8  that  lien  foule  and  \y\e 
■hfikleu  ben  luinonred  and  herioil,  and 

jrtthe  jirec'ious  vetiselos  sholdeu  l>en  de> 
ttlv*\  and  v>'le  ;  but  it  nis  nat  so.  For 
y\(  thi>  thinges  that  I  have  concluded 
■  h'tel  hfr-bitoni  U'n  kept  hole  and  un- 
r»«-«d.    th'^u    shalt    wel    knowe    by  the 

.'raatnritee  4»f  g«xl.  of  the  whos  regne 
I  ^ke,  that  certes  the  g«Kle  folk  l>en 
alw«y  mighty,  and  shrewos  ben  alwoy 
•Jiit-cast  an«I  feble :  ne  the  v>'ces  ne  ben 
nerer^mo  with-oute  |>e>'ne,  ne  the  vertuos 
60  D«  ben  uat  with-oute  mede ;  and  that 
Llisfolnesdes  comen  alwey  to  goode  folk, 

and    infortuiie   cmth  alwey  to  wikked 


folk.  And  thou  shalt  wel  knowe  many 
thinges  of  this  kinde,  tliat  shollen  cesen 
thy  jdeintes,  and  strengthen  thee  with  6$ 
stedefast  sadnesse.  And  for  thou  hast 
seyn  the  forme  of  the  verray  blisfulnosso 
by  me,  that  have  whylom  shewed  it  thee, 
and  thou  hast  knowen  in  whom  blisiul- 
nesse  is  y-set,  alle  thinges  y-treted  that  7^ 
I  troi^o  ben  necessario  to  put  ten  forth, 
I  shal  shewe  thee  the  wey  that  shal 
bringon  thee  ayein  tm-to  th>'n  hous. 
And  I  shal  ftcchon  fetheres  in  thy  thought, 
by  whiche  it  may  arysen  in  heighto,  so  75 
,  that,  alle  tribulaciouu  y-ilon  awey,  thou, 
l».V  my  gydingo  and  by  my  path  and  by 
my  sledes,  slialt  mowe  rotorne  hool  and 
sound  in-to  thy  contree. 

Metuf.  I.    Sunt  ettnim  petmae  uolucrea 
mihi. 

I  have,  forsothe,  swifte  fetheres  that 
surmounten  the  heighto  of  heveno.  Whan 
the  swifte  thought  hath  clothed  it-self  in 
tho  fetheres,  it  despyscth  the  hateful 
erthes,  and  surmounteth  the  roundnesse  5 
of  the  grete  a>T  ;  and  it  seeth  tho  cloudes 
l)ehindo  his  bak  ;  and  ]>asseth  tho  heighte 
of  the  region  of  the  fyr,  that  eschaufeth 
by  tho  swifte  nioevingo  of  the  firmament, 
til  that  ho  areyseth  him  in-to  tho  houses  10 
that  beren  tho  sterres,  and  joyneth  his 
weyos  with  tho  Sonne  Phebus,  and  felaw- 
shipeth  the  wey  of  the  olde  coldo  Satur- 
nns  ;  and  he  y-niaked  a  knight  of  tlit> 
clere  sterre ;  that  is  to  tfifn,  that  the  15 
thought  is  maked  goddes  knight  by  the 
sekinge  of  trouthe  to  comen  to  the  verray 
k'notclectie  0/  god.  And  thilko  thoght 
ronneth  by  the  cerclo  of  the  sterres,  in 
alle  places  ther-as  the  sh.^'ninge  night  is  20 
])eiuted  ;  that  is  to  seyn,  the  nigJU  that  is 
cloudeles :  for  on  nightes  that  ben  cloudeles 
it  semeth  as  the  hevene  were  jteinted  with 
dyverse  images  of  sterres.  An«l  whanne 
lie  hath  y-<l<x»n  ther  y-nougl»,  he  shal  ^5 
forleten  the  laste  hevene,  nnd  he  shal 
pressen  and  w(>nden  on  tho  1>ak  of  th«> 
!  Bwifte  firmament,  and  he  shal  l>en  maked 
IMirfit  i>f  the  worshipful  light  of  gotl. 
Ther  halt  the  l«»rd  of  kiuges  the  ceptre  .v> 
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tjf  his  might,  Aini  atempr^th  the  goremii- 
m^tits  ftf  th(j  Tsrorlil,  an*!  th*  shynmxo 
jttgff?  of  tliinges,  stAt>le  in  liijn^elf,  gflireF- 
iif  th  the  siwifttf  cart  or  wayn,  rti»i  i*  tc 

i^  s^i/n^  the  circwter  morvifige  of  the  tfon^ne. 
Antl  >-if  thy  wey  Ipfleth  thoo  aye  in  bo 
that  tbrra  he  hmmjijlit  thitler,  tlijume 
wolt  thoQ  seye  now  thut  that  b  th<? 
eon  tree  that  thim   rwinereat^   <^f  whicli 

|o  thon  no  hadilfist  no  intmlc  :  '*biit  now  it 
renu'mbreth  me  wi^l,  beer  T»-aa  T  Imna, 
heer  wol  I  fnatne  my  degree,  heer  wole 
I  (I  well  e."  Bat  yit'  thee  Ij'keth  thonne 
to  lok«n  en  th«  di^rltnease  of  tb<3  ertho 

45  ttuit  thon  hast  forleten^  thanne  alialt 
thr-ti  flopn  thfit  this©  felonflus  tyratrnts^ 
tlmt  the  wrench  ode  peple  dredetli,  now 
fthollen  ben  eitylud  fro  thilke  fujTC  cow- 
tree*' 

Fao»e  II.     Turn  ego^  Papas^  ftv/vam. 

Than  n^yd^  1  thus  i '  ctwh  1 1  won d re  tne 
that  thon  bihetB^t  me  so  gret^s  thinj^ea : 
ne  I  nil  ri«,mt-e  nut  that  thoTi  no  may  it 
wel  pi-rfiDrme  tlmt  thon  bihetest.  Bat 
5  T  pmye  thee  only  thia,  thiit  thon  ne 
tftrvp  nut  to  tello  mo  thilke  thingos  that 


da^L     For  yif  that  wil  lAkketh,  thcr  nii  )« 

jtto  wight  that  nndertiikotb  ti>  don  thfti 
he  wol  nat  rton  ;  ajid  yif  pttwer  f^ylptk, 
the  wil  nii  bat  m  ydel  a^nd  stant  f^w 
naught.  And  ther-of  cflmeth  it,  that  yif 
thon  iiee  a  wight  that  woldc*  g^fcen  thi*  15 
he  mAy  nat  f^ton,,  thii^ti  T^i»y3t  nAt  doulMl 
that  power  ne  fayleth  him  to  hAvvn  ih«» 
he  wolde.'  'This  is  op^n  wiil  cl«er«' 
(^nod  I ;  '  ne  it  m^  nat  b«n  deaey^  io 
no  nmnere/  4» 

'  And  yif  thou  set  a  wight,"  qnod  sh^i 

*  that  hath  d4K>n  that  he  wfdda  dwid. 
thou  nilt  nat  don  ten  that  ho  ne  baih 
had  power  to  dcm  it  ? '        '  N*>/  qzntd  I 

'  And  in  tliat  that  eveiT^-  wight  lii*)f,  |f 
In  that  men  may  holden  him  mighty; 
as  kJio  seyfit,  in  ao  mwhe  at  m<3n  u  mi^^ 
h  don  a  (Mng,  in  ao  mtjchtl  men  hsUt  Mm 
mighty :  and  in  that  that  he  ne  may^  in 
that  men  demen  him  tu  he  feMe.'  '  I  p- 
oonfeaae  it  wel/  qyny^l  L 

*Bemembreth   thee/  qtiml   aha,,   *lhal 
I  ha^*e>  gadered  and  shewed  Vy  fomyde 
resonna  that  nl  the  entencionn  of  the  wU 
of  mankinde^  which  that  is  htcl  liiy  dyreiiB  x 
stndiei,  haateth  to  com  en  ti>  bllafalneisgv  ? ' 

*  It  remembrcth  m.e  wel/  qnod  1,  *  that  it 
hath  Wii  shewed/ 
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'Thaxme,  so  as  that  oon  and  that 
(Aher,'  qaod  she,  *  desiren  good  ;  and  the 
goode  folk  geten  good,  &nd  nat  the  wikke 
folk;  thanne  nis  it  no  donte  that  the 

X5  goode  folk  ne  ben  mighty  and  the  wik- 
kede  folk  ben  feUe?*  ♦Who-«>  that 
ever/  qnod  I,  *doateth  of  this,  he  ne 
may  nat  considere  the  natnre  of  thinges 
n«  the  oonseqaence  of  resonns.' 

(^  And  orer  this  qnod  she,  *  Yif  that  ther 
be  two  thinges  that  han  00  same  purpose 
hy  kinde,  and  that  oon  of  hem  pnrsaeth 
snd  parfonneth  thilke  same  thing  by 
natnrel  office,  and  that  other  ne  may  nat 

Q5  doon  thilke  natnrel  office,  bat  folweth,  by 
other  manere  thanne  is  convenable  to 
nature,  him  that  aoomplissheth  his  par- 
pos  kindely,  and  yit  he  ne  aoomplissheth 
nat  his  owne  porpos:  whether  of  thise 

roo  two  demestow  for  more  mighty  ?  *      '  Yif 

that  I  oonjecte,*  qnod  I,  *  that  thou  wolt 

•eye,  algates  yit  I  desire  to  herkne  it 

more  plejoily  of  thee.' 

'llioa  wilt  nat  thanne  deneye,'  qnod 

105  the, '  that  the  moevement  of  goinge  nis  in 

men  by  kinde  ?  *       *  No,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

*Ke  thou  ne  doutest  nat,'  quod  she, 

'  that  thilke  naturel  office  of  goinge  ne 

be  the  office  of  feet  ? '        *  I  ne  donte  it 

110  nat,'  qaod  L 

'  Thanne,'  qnod  she,  *  yif  that  a  wight 
be  mighty  to  moeve  and  goth  upon  his 
feet,  and  another,  to  whom  thilke  naturel 
iiOce  of  feet  lakketh,  enforoeth  him  to 

115  gon  erepinge  up-on  his  handes  :  whiche 
of  thise  two  oughte  to  ben  holden  the 
more  mighty  by  right  ? '  *  Knit  forth 
the  ranenaunt,'  quod  I ;  *  for  no  wight  ne 
dooteth  that  he  that  may  gon  by  naturel 

J30  office  of  feet  ne  be  more  mighty  than  he 
thai  ne  may  nat.' 

^But  the  soverein  good,'  quod  she, 
*  that  is  eveneliche  purposed  to  the  gode 
folk  and  to  badde,  the  gode  folk  seken  it 

i>5by  naturel  office  of  vertues,  and  the 
duewes  enforcen  hem  to  geten  it  by 
dyrerse  coveityse  q/erthely  thinge$i  which 
that  nis  no  naturel  office  to  geten  thilke 
suae  sorerein  good.    Trowestow  that  it 

130  be  any  other  wyse  ? '  *  Nay,'  quod  I ; 
'  for  the  consequence  is  open  and  shew- 


inge  of  thinges  that  I  have  grannted; 
that  nedes  gode  folk  moten  ben  mighty, 
and  shrewes  feeble  and  unmighty.' 

*  Thou  rennest  a-right  bifom  me,'  quud  135 
she,  *■  and  this  is  the  jngement ;  that  »  to 
teytiy  I  juge  of  thee  right  as  thise  leches 
ben  wont  to  hopen  0/  9yke  folk,  tchan 
they  aperceyven  that  natnre  is  redressed 
and  withstondeth  to  the  maladye.     But,  140 
for  I  see  thee  now  al  redy  to  the  under- 
stondinge,  I  shal  shewe  thee  more  tbikke 
and  continnel  resouns.   For  loke  now  how 
greetly   shewoth    the    feblosse    and    in- 
firmitee  of  wikkede  folk,  that  ne  mo  wen  145 
nat  comen  to  that  hir  naturel  entencioun 
ledeth  hem,  and  yit  almost  thilke  naturel 
entencioun  constreineth  hem.    And  what 
were  to  demen  ttuinne  ofshretcea^  yif  thilke 
naturel  help  hadde  forleten    hem,  the  150 
which  naturel   help  of  intencioun   goth 
awey  bifom  hem,  and  is  so  greet  that 
unnethe  it  may  ben  overcome  ?   Consider 
thanne  how  greet  defaute  of  power  and 
how  greet  feblesse  ther  is  in  wikkede  155 
felonousfolk ;  as  who  aeyth^  the  gretter  thing 
that  is  coveited  and  the  desire  nat  aconv- 
plisshedf    of  the    lasse  might    is   he  that 
coveiteth  it  and  may  nat  acomplisshe.    And 
forthy  PhUosophie  seyth  thus  by  soverein  160 
good  :  Ne  shrewes  ne  requeren  nat  lighte 
modes  ne  vejme  games,  whiche  they  no 
may  folwen  ne  holden  ;  but  they  fallen  of 
thilke   somme    and    of  the    heighte  of 
thinges,  that  is  to  seyn,  soverein  good  ;  ne  1O5 
thise  wrecches  ne  comen  nat  to  the  effect 
of  soverein  goody  the  which  they  enforcen 
hem  only  to  geten,  by  nightes  and  by 
dayes ;  in  the  getinge  of  which  good  the 
strengthe  of  good  folk  is  fol  wel  y-sene.  1711 
For  right  so  as  thou  mightest  demen  him 
mighty  of  goinge,  that  gooth  on  his  feet 
til  he  mighte  come  to  thilke  place,  fro  the 
whiche  place  ther  ne  laye  no  wey  further 
to  ben  gon ;  right  so  most  thou  nedes  175 
demen  him  for  right  mighty,  that  geteth 
and  atejmeth  to  the  ende  of  alle  thinges 
that  ben  to  desire,  biyonde  the  whiche  ende 
ther  nis  nothing  to  desire.     Of  the  which 
pouter  of  good  folk  men  may  conclude,  that  180 
the  wikked  men  semen  to  be  bareine  and 
naked  of  alle  strengthe.     For-why  for- 
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lelfm  thejr  vertuea  and  folwen  -vyceaP 
Nis  it  nnt  fnir  tli^tt  th£!<y  ne  kuoven  nat 

1S5  tho  giKMJes  ?  Bttt  HliAt  thiol;  la  mom  feMo 
and  more  ciiitit  thanaii  is  the  blindnesfio 
of  ign(i>niunee  ?  Or  olles  they  kii<twen  ftil 
wol  whiclie  t hinges  tluit  they  <jv%ghten 
f(»lw0T  1>nt  Itch  pry  0  Rnd  co\i;itys&  over* 

J90  thruveth  honi  mi^tomcf]  ;  aud  cortes^  bo 
doih  Llistemjh.>mnnee  to  feblo  men,  tliat 
n«  i3aow<+ii  luit  wnistliHi  Ay^ins  the  vycea. 
No  knoweu  tht^y  iii\t  thriimo  wel  that  they 
rbrJeten  tha  go^jjj  wilt\illj\  And  tome  a 

Hi?  hem  Tvilfnlly  ti>  syc^n  ?  And  in  this  wyse 
tiiey  ne  ibrleten  luvt  only  to  ben  mighty^ 
bnt  they  turlet^^n  iil-ov\lrel,v  in  any  vyse 
Tor  to  lien.  Fi^r  they  tbiit  lorteten  the 
comuno  t^'n  of  alle  t  binges  that  Wn,  they 

3^  •  ^  f <  »rtet  en  n  Is* J  t  her ivi  t  h-Al  ior  1 1>  ben.  And 
|ii(4i''»vc)ntaro  it  gbi^Lde  fltimeu  t^>  Bom  folk 
Umt  thiii  wi^rtj  &  men e lie  to  seyen  :  that 
tihreweB,  whicho  that  c^^ntienen  the  nuire 
^iirtji'e  of  men,  ne  ben  nut   ne  bim   no 

jn^^  iK'injHfe  ;  bnt  nathelest  i^  is  ^p  *^^  ihnB 
atmit  this  thing.  For  they  th&t  ben 
abrew^ie,  I  doneye  nat  that  thoy  bon 
fihrewoj) ;  bnt  I  dfjiiL^y]^,  and  tfoye  limplelj 
iind  jilpuilyt  that  they  ne  ben  nut,  n«  hmi 

2ni  nn  beinf^e^     Fur  lii^lLt  a^  tl^rm  mi{rht«8t 


hut  8bro*edii<5asos,  thii  conclturicKUi  li 
lil  cle«r,  that  sht^w^v  ne  mowon  right  t^ 
nanght,  nc  han  no  power.  And  fox  m 
m4>che  fti  thou  nnUerstonde  which  ia  the 
strengtho  of  thi*p"wer  of  shrevres,  I  h»Vo 
(ioAnisahed  n  lit<;l  her-biforu,  tbftt  timhiog 
is  so  mighty  iis  Ufiwrem  good.'  *  Th*t  qj 
b  Booth,'  qn*A  L 

'And  thiUte  a«tm«  iovetein  good  m«y 
don  non  yT,"el  ? '        *  Certfi*,  no/  q%i*jd  1, 

'  Is  thtjr  any  wight  thaJine/  qtuwi  «h*t 
'  tbAt  wi>n6th  that  men  mo  wen  docm  alk  »t^ 
thingiaa?  '        '  Xo  man,'  qw^d  I,  ^  bot^nf 
be  be  out  of  hla  witna.' 

*  Bat,  eortoSf  vbrew^  mowen  don  ymL,' 
qnod  she.        *  Ye,   wolde  g«t'    (|nod  L 

*  that  they  mjghton  don  non  */  t^ 

*  Tbajmc/  quod  shn,  *  sf»  as  ha  tib*t  £■ 
Xnighty  to  doon  only  hut  gornle  tMngn 
may  dim  alli?  thing^iis ;  j^nd  they  ibnx  htn 
mtgbty  to  don  yvelo  tbing^a  ne  taam&i 
nat  aUe  thingog  ;  tbjinne  b  it  opssu  tbhWE  ig 
1^1  nd  iminifej>t,,  that  they  that  mowiti  d^tm 
yvel  ben  of  liis»n  iwwer*    And  yit,  M  jw*rfw* 
£/ru  cftnciumtntrtf  ther  helpeth  me  tbiff,  that      | 
I   hftvo  y-^hflwiid    ber-hifom,    thai   AU«      ' 
piiwer  is  to  lie  noumhrerl  junon^  thltigHi  >^ 
thiit  men  ougbten  ri,'mnore*     And  I  hft»« 
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1%  food  tliftC  tlH7  d»ir«n  |  but  they  ne  ^teu 
Bii  to  bluJTilDe«e, 

Minti;  II.     Qtiot  vitlta  tfdere  t^iaoa. 

Wht>*i  thtkt  the  cuvertonfes  of  liir 
xtjr^9  ^imrmiXfs  mif^ltto  artr^pen  of  thiite 
priKCule  kiiig¥«t  that  thua  seeot  sitteu  nn, 
het^  ill  hi?  chftires  jf li,t«rtii|p  in  ahyningu 
5pupr«T  en%in>UDedwith  florwt'ulamiiirt^j, 
maniinga  with  crtiel  mouthy  hlowingti 
hy  wvodnv*9^  nf  hert«,  ho  shulde  ceen 
thiwae  that  thilkif  liirdefl  bcrec  with^uiiia 
hir    e^iTM^t-s    fal    strwUe    chcitieo.      For 

toUchiryv  tiftai^nteth  liem  i&  that  mtti 
^«  witli  givd^  i-enim*  ;  nna  troablAblo 
ire.  tbftt  aralMtU  in  him  tho  fl^xios  of 
tnmhlingfjf,  unrmttitt^h  uih^h  tUiit  othe^r 
9cU  hir  thought ;  or  sarure  halt  hem  wory 

15  AQd  r-caiuciit  ;  or  fel^itiuiE^  nnd  deceiviii^o 
iM^e  torEDetLlffth  hern.  And  thertV>re,  nen 
Hum  seen  *roti  heed,  thnt  is  ttt  aeyn,  von 
Iffnaumi^  beren  fto  maiL^v  tymnnyiei, 
tluume  lie  doth  thllkv  tyrAant  uat  thitt 

lobe  dcain-flu  sin  he  ie  cost  dQixn  with  lo 
niAayfl   wikkedo   Wnl*;s ;    that  u  hr  t^yrt, 

ivrdak*)i^a  i^c^^  hint. 


PbriE  Mt. 


S*t«t*»w  nut  tluiutiti  in  hiiw  f^rttti  Hit  ho 
thian  cLn-'Wei  IffH  v-wnijiiH^L  iiniL  with 
which  c]e<nieB4«  tLit^  fftHHl  folk  itLynea  ^ 
In  thii  thewk<th  it  wel,  I  hue  Ut  goodufidk 
5  ne  lakkc^th  ti«v«r-iiii>  liir  tiiede««  uq 
•hivWM  Ukki'ii  iiever^jJL!>  tumieiits.  For 
4if  alh»  th luges  that  beti  y-dc»ou,  thilke 
thinf»  lor  which  any-'lhitii^  U  duu^  it 
lenietL  ma  by  rii^ht  th^t  thiike  tliit^ir  W 

to  the  ti:««lr  t»i'  thfit ;  jvi  thu9  :  .vif  ft  mm  I 
rennetli  in  tlit*  stadie,  <//*  in  the  forlonrj, 
f«»rthe  c«»r»iie,  thanue  l>-th  the  mede  in 
the  coruiie  f«>r  which  he  rcuneth.  Aud 
I  have  sbewetl  that  Miiifiiliiesse  is  thilko 

15  aune  ffo*"!  t«»r  which  that  alio  thiiigen 
ben  diN^u.  Tliaune  id  thiike  sauie  f^oiMl 
|mr|Mj«e«i  to  tlie  workcH  i>t'  iiiaiikiiide 
riirht  a«  a  oimune  iii(><le  :  which  meil<*  iiu 
may  lufii  'ii-JSevere"!  trojf.HMl  lidk.    F«»r  no 


wight  ft9  by  right H  fro  thennca-fortli  tlmt  2u 
hiDi  hUtketh  gtM.)tinea^,  no  shid  l^ou 
cleftcd  good.  Fi>r  >«hk4i  thing,  fctik  of 
^oode  maneres,  hirmedes  11  c-  forsaken  honi 
never'-mo.  For  nl-he~it  »\  that  fihrewcs 
wexpn  liB  woile'  HiB  hem  liHt  aytiat  ftvatle  j$ 
folk,  jit  novcr-t he-les^  thw  comni^  ot 
wyso  meti  ihftl  nnt  faUen  ne  frtdois.  For 
foreino  fhreweilnesse  no  bintmeth  tiftt  fro 
the  coragtia  of  gootlo  folk  Inr  pro  pre 
honour.  But  y  if  that  any  wi^^lit  rejoyee  3" 
him  of  gomlnefls^  tbnt  Im  hnddn  tnkt»  tn> 
wlth<iiuto  {rt^  wAti  ft'i'^j',  i/iffft*tt  finy  teiifht 
htsdd^  hif  fftKMlneM3e  ttf  "Ry  vthtr  nmti  thnn 
*j/him*telf}^  ctirtea.  he  that  yvA  him.  thtiko 
goodnodflef  or  eUes  »oui  othor  wight,  35 
mip^lito  binime  it  him.  But  lor  as  tnoche 
a«  to  every  wight  biA  owno  projiro  bountee 
yev^th  him  hiA  nitHlt!,  thanue  ftt  orvt  jihal 
hu  frtilon  of  medo  whan  ho  forletetb  U* 
1j6u  g^Hid.  Add  &t  tbf^  Inate.  So  M  alle  40 
m^de^a  bon  requored  fof  nion  weneo  that 
tb t*y  lion  goode,  who  is  ho  that  w^dde 
deme,  tliat  ho  that  is  right  mighty  of  g'lod 
were  j^rt-^Ies  of  meilv  ?  And  of  what 
ni^e  shal  he  bo  guerdoned  't  Cc^rtos.  of  45 
right  tiilrti  mede  aud  rx^ht  gTi.<to  abi Atrii 
aUo  tui'doi^  Itemonitprti  thee  of  tbilki' 
noble  {"orohirie  Kiat  t  yaf  thc4}  a  litiil 
hor-biforn  ;  and  gadi-r  it  to-^dcr  in  tluH 
manerc  : — 94  /  a^i  giMxl  hltnHsc»lf  la  bLLHt'iil-  51  > 
JiejsacT  thannii  14  it  idei^r  and  certain,  that 
ftUfl  gtKhl  folk  1:ieu  nrnked  blkl'nl  for  tbt'y 
beti  gfXHlv  ;  and  tbilkt^  folk  that  tMrn  MLs- 
fulf  it  a<<itrdi-th  aiid  iji  co>'i!nablo  U*  Wu 
gitddi.-3.  TliHuue  id  tbo  mvilo  of  ginitle  $$ 
folk  swicb  thwt  no  day  ilml  enit^irtii  it, 
no  uo  wikkedneiMJv  nu  abal  df4rki;u  it.  ne 
|M;>wer  tif  no  wight  ite  abal  uat  anii^nioitin 
It.  ihiMt  i$  tv  stf/n,  to  Ih'U  makt^l  g^jtUleii. 
And  Hiu  it  ia  tbua.YAfjf  tfttuftr  in*:n  nr  /itilfti  oo 
netwr-iftu  t,*^  A/ r  j^iA^r'.  uertej.  n*t  wy«  luoii 
uc  may  doute  of  umloiiartable  i»eyue  of 
the  shrewes  ;  that  ia  to  tfyn^  thut  thp  jx'j/n^ 
ttf»hri\ct9  ne  de}xirteth  not  /nun  Iwut^m.-l/ 
nccer-uut.  For  so  as  g*xMle  and  yxA,  and  <)5 
peyue  and  niedes  b*»n  c*»ntraiye,  it  mot 
uedes  ben.  that  right  as  we  seen  bityileii 
in  guer«b>iin  ot  g<MHle,  that  als«>  mot  the 
l»eyne  of  yvel  answory,  by  the  contrarye 
iwrty.    to   nbrewes.     Now  thanne,  so  as  ?» 
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1>oiinteo  and  prowe^io  ben  the  mede  to 
gfitoftu  folkf  also  IB  ahrewpitaeSM  itself 
iomieut  to  gltre^^^s.  Tlianne^  wli)>«c»  tliat 
ever  ifl    entecchod    and    defoa1i*d    with 

75  pc^yn^T  lifl  n<!  duutotli  iiat,  tliat  he  ia 
ent*ccb&;l  ancj  dcfriuliHl  with  >TeL  Yif 
fihrewea  tbiaind  nvolen  proyaun  hera-aelf, 
may  it  widch  to  hufii  thut  they  ben  Wi-i  th- 
em ten    party   of  torment,  sin  they  bon 

80  iwicbo  that  tbe  ntt^rtat-e  wikkofluesse 
(thai  U  to  ftf^t  wfAte^*  ihetti^^  tthii^h  that 
in  tha  tttttrf^  and  the  w^rifte  kititlA  af 
thtetc^neMg)  uo  dcfntilpth  ne  ent^dbeth 
tint   bem  only,    hnt  infccteth    and    en* 

BS  Ten  i  met  h  hem  jjnitiy  ?  And  aJtMo  look  on 
abrerMTo^  that  l-en  tho  c*»iitrario  party  of 
gojthlfl  int-n,  howK:rectpcynefeh*wahipeth 
imd  ftdwotU  h^ni  !  For  thon  hast  lemed 
a  litel  hcr-hitiirii^  thut  ill  tht[i|^  that  la 

9U  and  hath  heingo  ijj  mm,  abd  thiike  same 
o<>n  ia  g^wHi  J  tbanno  is  thia  tho  cAiise' 
cjncncfli  that  it  semeth  wel^  that  iitl  that  lb 
and  hath  ircingo  in  gi>od  ^  (Ak  19  to  Styn, 
as  tpho  9fyth,  that  btHTifje  and  vniiea  and 

^  Qooffnf^aie  is  nl  o<m.  Ami  in  this  nuuiei^ 
it  folweth  thaiiiie,  Uiat  al  tiling  that 
faileth  to  ben  gf^vl^  it  ^intMh  fur  to  be 
and  for  tt>  hati  any  Ijcinj^e  :  wberforo  it 


hon:nd^  And  yif  he  b«  it  pTCr^  wmitaar 
y-hidf  and  rejkjyaeth  him  to  naTiBbi  \if 
yryX^^  tbou  thalt  seyn  him  lykc  to  tlM 
fox-whidpi^a.  And  yif  be  Ih?  flistempnt  i*3 
aJid  qnakcth  for  ire,  m^Mi  shal  wen«  that 
ho  beretb  the  coragu  of  a  lyoim.  And  jfil 
he  be  (Iredfnl  and  floingie,  and  dredtftb 
thingtia  tbab  ne  onghten  nat  to  Icii  di^ 
men  shal  holden  him^  lyk  to  the  heft  ijl 
And  yif  h«  Ti«  rIdw  and  ^stoiq^ed  (Ui^ 
lache,  hti  liveth  as  an  asse.  Add  y\i  hi 
Ihs  light  iind  mi«t«def»Bt  of  camgv^,  and 
chAtuigtith  ny  bia  attxdies,  he  in  tyknvd  t« 
hHddea.  And  if  b«  be  plctunged  in  foltk  (jj 
and  UAclenf]  Itucnriea,  he  ii  witb-holdra 
in  tho  fonle  delycea  of  the  fooJe  Mv^ 
Tbaune  folwcth  it,  tb^t  be  th»t  fbd«f«lb 
boont^e  and  proweadOi,  he  forle^tetli  tob«9l 
a  man  ;  ain  he  may  nat  pnffien  in-t«>  th«  t^K 
condloioun  of  gocl^  he  ia  toniect  in-m 
a  beevtv  ^h 

Shirmt  tht-  wind  arj^ede  Uie  snilea  *Jt 
Uiixf^t  dak  of  tbe  oontrco  of  Narice,  jind 
his  wa^drin^  ehipj>e»  by  tbw  see,  in'*!* 
th*j  ilc  tlit?r-a3i  Cfrre?^  tbe  faire  goddH^P^ 
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hit  meto  of  breed,  for  to  eten  akomes  of 
okts.    Ncn  of  hir  limes  ne  dwelleth  with 

JO  kon  hole,  hat  they  han  lost  the  voice  and 
the  body ;  only  hir  thought  dwclleth  with 
bem  stable,  that  wepeth  and  biweileth 
tlw  monstmons  chaungin^  that  they 
niifren.     O  overlight  hand  {at  who  teyth^ 

S$  0!  ftUf  and  light  U  the  hand  of  aires  the 
nrhaumterea$e,  that  chaunyeth  the  hwlyee  of 
Mke$  in-to  b^§le»,  to  regard  and  to  com- 
i^nimmm  <if  mutacioun  that  is  maked  by 
Tfcet) ;  ne  the  herbes  of  Circes  ne  ben  nat 

4<^inifhty.  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  may 
thsnngen  the  limes  of  the  body,  algates 
yh  they  may  nat  channge  the  hert«s ;  for 
vith-inne  is  y-hid  the  strengthe  and  vigor 
of  men.  in  the  secree  tour  of  hir  hertes; 

45  fAiff  is  to  sei/tt,  the  strengthe  of  resoun.  But 
thiike  venims  of  vyces  to-drawen  a  man 
to  hem  more  mightily  than  the  venim  of 
OVm :  f<»r  vyces  ben  so  cmel  that  they 
percen  and  thomgh-passen  the    corage 

.«!  vith-inne :  and,  thogh  they  ne  anoye  nat 
the  Kxiy,  yit  \-yces  wooden  to  destroye  men 
W  wuondo  of  thonght.' 

IVjuc  IV.     Turn  ego^  Fateor^  inquam. 

Than  sr-yde  I  thus  :  '  I  confessc  and  am 
*-kiMtwp  it,'  qnod  I;  ^ne  I  ne  see  nat 
thst  men  may  sayn,  as  by  right,  that 
ikreves  ne  ben   channgod  in-to  bestes 
5  li^  the  qoHlitee  of  hir  sonles,  al-be-it  so 
I       that  they  kopen  yit  the  forme  of  the  body 
'       "f  mankind**.  Bnt  I  noldenat  of  shrowes, 
of  which    the    th4>aght    cmel   woodeth 
tl-wey  in-to  destmccionn  of  goode  men, 
'"that  it  wore  leveful  to  hem  to  don  that.' 
*Certes,'  qwKl  she, '  ne  is  nis  nat  leveftil 
to  hem.  as  I  shal  wel  shcwc  thee  in  coven- 
able  place  :  but  nathelos,  j'if  so  were  that 
thilkf  that   men  wcnen   be    lovefiil    to 
«5  5bn»wes  were  binomen  hem,  so  that  they 
•^  miffht'-  nnt  nmty^n  or  d^xm  hami  to  gooile 
htnt.  certes.  a  greet  jiartye  of  the  pcjTie  t«> 
•LreweA  »h«»lde  ben  allegged  and  relevoil. 
F'*r  al-lie-it   so  that  this  no  some  nat 
«» rrMihle    thing,    iH.T-aventnre,    to    8«»mo 
f<Jk.  yit  m«K»t  it  ncden  be,  that  shrcwes 
l*n  more  wrccches  and  nnsely  whan  they 
may  d*^>n  and  i>erforme  that  they  co- 


veiten,  than  yif  they  miglito  nat  com- 
plisshon  that  they  coveiten.  For  jdf  so  25 
be  that  it  be  wrecchednesse  to  wilne  to 
don  yvel,  than  is  more  wrecchednosse  to 
mowen  don  j*vel ;  with-oute  whiche  mow- 
inge  the  wrecched  wil  sholde  langnisshe 
with-onte  effect.  Than,  sin  that  everiche  30 
of  thise  thinges  hath  his  wrecchednesse, 
thnt  is  to  seyn^  tri7  to  don  yvel  and  mowinge 
to  don  yvfly  it  moot  nedes  1)e  that  they  ben 
constrcyned  by  three  nnselinesses,  that 
wolen  and  mowen  and  performen  felonyes  35 
and  shrcwcdnosses.'  'I  acorde  me,' 
qnod  I ;  *  bnt  I  desire  gretly  that  shrewes 
losten  sone  thiike  nnselinesse,  that  is  to 
seyn^  that  shrowes  weren  desi>oyled  of 
mowinge  to  doll  yvel.'  40 

'  So  shnllen  they, '  qnod  she,  'soner,  per- 
aveutnro,  than  thou  woldest ;  or  soner 
than  they  hem-self  wene  to  lakken  moW' 
inge  to  don  yveU  For  ther  nis  no-thing  so 
late  in  so  shorte  boundcs  of  this  lyf,  that  45 
is  long  to  abyde,  namelicho,  to  a  corage 
inmortel ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  greto 
hoi>e,  and  the  hye  conipassinges  of 
shrewednesacs,  is  ofte  destroyed  by  a 
smleyn  en  do,  or  they  ben  war  ;  and  that  5t> 
thing  estableth  to  shrcwes  the  cndc  of  hir 
shrewednesso.  Fi»r  yif  that  shrcwcdnesso 
maketh  wn>oches,  than  mot  he  nodes  ben 
most  wrecchod  that  longest  is  a  shrowe  ; 
the  whiclio  wikked  slirowos  woldo  I  demon  55 
aldormost  unsely  and  caitifs,  jnf  that  hir 
shrewodncsse  no  wore  finisshed,  at  the 
leste  woy,  by  the  outtoroste  dootli.  For 
yif  I  have  conrlu<lod  sooth  of  tho  nnseli- 
nesse of  shrowodnesse,  than  she  wot  h  it  60 
cloerly  thnt  thilko  wrecchotlnosse  is  "with- 
oiiton  endo,  the  whiche  is  certoin  to  ben 
perdurable.'  '  Certes,'  quod  I,  '  this 
ccmclusioun  is  hard  and  wonderful  tf> 
graunte  ;  but  I  knowe  wol  thiit  it  acordeth  65 
moche  to  tho  thinges  that  I  have  graunteil 
her-bifom.' 

'  Thou  hast,'  quo<l  she,  *  the  right  esti- 
macioun  of  this;  but  who-so-ever  weno 
thnt  it  Ih)  a  hnrd  thing  to  ncorde  him  to  70 
n  condusioun,  it  is  right  thnt  lie  sliewo 
that  some  of  the  premisses  )>oii  fnlso  ;  or 
elles  ho  moot  Hhowe  that  the  collncioun 
of  proi>o8icionns  nis  nat  si>codful  to  a 
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75  neoessarie  conoltwionn.  And  yif  it  be  nftt 
so,  but  that  the  premisses  ben  y-graunted, 
ther  is  not  why  he  sholde  blame  the 
aixoxnent.  For  this  thing  that  I  ehal 
telle  thee  now  ne  shal  nat  seme  lasse 

8t>  wonderfnl ;  but  of  the  thinges  that  ben 

taken  also  it  is  necc^ssarie ; '  as  tcko  aeytk^ 

it  foliceth  of  that  which  that  i$  purposed 

bifom,        '  What  is  that  ? '  quod  I. 

'  Certea/  qnod  she,  *  that  is,  that  thise 

^5  wikked  shrewes  ben  more  blisfnl,  or  dies 
lasse  icreeehes^  that  abyen  the  torments 
that  they  han  deserved,  than  yif  no  pejme 
of  justice  ne  chasty8e<le  hem.  Ne  this  ne 
seye  I  nat  now,  for  that  any  man  mighte 

90  thenke,  that  the  maners  of  shrewes  ben 
coriged  and  chastysecl  by  veniaunce,  and 
that  they  ben  brought  to  the  right  wey  by 
the  dre<le  of  the  torment,  ne  for  that  they 
yeven  to  other  folk  ensaumple  to  fleen 

95  fro  vyces ;  but  I  understande  yit  in 
another  manere,  that  shrewes  ben  more 
unsely  whan  they  ne  ben  nat  punisshedf 
al-be-it  so  that  ther  ne  be  had  no  resoun 
or  lawe  of  correocionn,  ne  non  ensaumple 

100  of  lokinge.'  '  And  what  manere  shal 
that  ben,*  quod  I,  *  other  than  hath  be 
told  her-bifom  ? ' 

*  Have  we  nat  thanne  graunted,*  quod 
she,   '  that  goode  folk  ben   blisfnl,  and 

105  shrewes  ben  wrecches  ? '       '  Yis,*  quod  L 

'  Thanne, '  quod  she,  '  yif  that  any  good 

were  added  to  the  wrecchednesse  of  any 

wight,  nis  he  nat  more  weleiul  than  he 

that  ne  hath  no  medlinge  of  good  in  his 

1 10  solitarie  wrecchednesse  ?'  '  So  semeth  it,' 
quod  I. 

*■  And  what  seystow  thanne,'  quod  she, 
'of  thilke  wreoche  that  lakketh  alle 
goodes,  so  that  no  good  nis  medled  in  his 

1 15  tcrecchednesse,  and  yit,  over  al  his  wikked- 
nesse  for  which  he  is  a  wrecohe,  that  ther 
be  yit  another  yvel  anexed  and  knit  to 
him,  shal  nat  men  demen  him  more 
unsely  than  thilke  wrecche  of  whiche  the 

1 20  unselinesse  is  releved  by  the  partioipa- 
cioun  of  som  good  ?  '  *  Why  sholde  he 
nat  ?  '  quod  I. 

'Thanne,  certes,'  quod  she,  'han 
shrewes,  whan  they  ben  punisshed,  som- 

125  what  of  good  anexed  to  hir  wrecched- 


nesse,  that  im  to  seyn,  the  same  peyne 
that  they  suffren,  which  that  is  good  by 
the  resoun  of  justice ;  and  whan  thilke 
same  shrewes  ascapen  with-oute  torment, 
than  han  they  som-what  more  of  yvel  yit  ijo 
over  the  wikkednesse  that  they  han  don, 
that  is  to  seyn^  defaute  of  peyne ;  which 
defante  of  peyne,  thou  hast  graunted,  is 
yvelforthedeserteof  felonye.'  'Inenuiy 
nat  denye  it,'  quod  I.  155 

*  Moohe  more  thanne, '  quod  she,  '  ben 
■hrewes  unsely,  whan  they  ben  wrong- 
fully d^vered  fro  peyne,  than  whan 
they  ben  punisshed  by  rightful  ven- 
jaunce.  But  thi«  iM  open  thing  and  deer,  140 
that  it  is  right  that  shrewes  ben  pun- 
isshed, and  it  is  wikkednesse  and  wrong 
that  they  escapen  unpunisshed. '  '  Who 
mighte  dene3re  that  ?  '  quod  L 

'  But,*  quod  she,  *  may  any  man  denye  u5 
that  al  that  is  right  nis  good  ;  and  also 
the  oontrarie,  that  al  that  is  wrong  is 
wikke  ?  '  •  Certes,'    quod    I,    *  these 

thinges  ben  clere  y-nough  ;  and  that  we 
han  concluded  a  litel  her-bifom.  But  ip 
I  praye  thee  that  thou  telle  me,  yif  thou 
acordest  to  leten  no  torment  to  sowles, 
after  that  the  body  is  ended  by  the 
deeth ;  *  this  is  to  seyn,  undenft^mdedm 
aught  that  sowles  han  any  torment  ajttr  tt<  ^55 
deeth  tif  the  body  f 

*  Certes,'  quod  she,  *■  ye ;  and  that  right 
greet;  of  which  sowles,'  quod  she,  *I 
trowe  that  some  ben  tormented  by  aspre- 
nesse  of  peyne ;  and  some  sowles,  I  trowe,  iw 
ben  exercised  by  a  purginge  mekenesse. 
But  my  oonseil  nis  nat  to  determinye  of 
thise  peynes.     But  I  have  travailed  and 
told  yit  hiderto,  for  thou  sholdest  knowe 
that   the   mowinge    of  shrewes,  which  1^^ 
mowinge  thee  semeth  to  ben  unworthy, 
nis  no  movdnge  :  and  eek  of  shrewes,  of 
which  thou  pleinedest  that  they  ne  were 
nat  punisshed,  that  thou  woldest  seen 
that  they  ne  weren  never-mo  with<oaten  i?^ 
the  torments  of  hir  wikkednesse  :  and  »f 
the  licence  0/  the  mowinge  to  don  yvel,  thst 
thou  preydest  that  it  mighte  sone  ben 
ended,  and  that  thou  woldest  fayn  lemen 
that  it  ne  sholde  nat  longe  dure :  snd  ^75 
that  shrewes  ben  more  unsely  yif  th^r 
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were  <4  lenger  dniin^  and  most  unsely 
jif  tlMj  weren  perdarable.  And  after 
thk,  I  hare  ihewed  thee  that  more  unsely 

«to  bra  ihrewes,  whan  they  escapen  with- 
cBte  hir  rightfU  peyne,  than  whan  they 
bra  pnnlished  by  rightftd  venjaunce. 
And  of  this  sentence  folweth  it,  that 
thanne  hen  shrewes  constreined  at  the 

45  kite  with  most  grevons  torment,  whan 
Ben  wene  that  they  ne  be  nat  pnnisshed.' 
'Whan  I  consider  thy  resonns,*  qnod  I, 
'  I  ne  trowe  nat  that  men  seyn  any-thing 
man  rerayly.     And  yif  I  tome  ayein  to 

9  the  studies  of  men,  who  is  he  to  whom  it 
dMde  seme  that  he  ne  sholde  nat  only 
krvn  thise  thinges,  bat  eek  gladly  herkne 

'  Certes,*  qnod  she,  *  »>  it  is ;  bat  men 
ijB  taay  nat.     Fur  they  han  hir  eyon  so  wont 
to  the  derknesse  of  erihely  thingts^  that 
tl^  ne  may  nat  liften  hem  ap  to  the 
Ujrtrt  of  cleer  sothfastnesse  ;  bat  they  ben 
lyke  to  briddes,  of  which  the  night  light- 
wth  hir  lokinge,  and  the  day  blindoth 
•>«».  For  whan  men  loken  nat  the  ordre 
'^thinges.  bat  hir  lastc>s  and  talents,  they 
»«»#  that  either  the  leve  or  the  mowinge 
to  dun  wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  scapinge 
^»ith-<rnte  peyne,  be  welofal.     But  con- 
aider  the  jogement  of  the  perdarable  lawe. 
For  yif  thoa  cmferme  thy  corage  to  the 
bette  t  hinges,  thon  ne  hast  no  ne<le  of  no 
jofe  to  yeven  thee  pr>Ti  or  mede ;   for 
Wthfia  hast  j<»yne<l  thy-self  to  the  most 
eicellent  thing.     And  ^-if  thoa  have  en- 
eljned  thy  stndies  to  the  wikked  thinges. 
Be  seek  no  foreyne  wreker  oat  <>f  thy- 
self: ftwr  thoa  thy-self  hast  thrist  thy-self 
3  in-to    wikke    thinges :    right    as    thoa 
mifhtest  loken  by  dyverso    t>'mes    the 
fonle  ertbe  and  the  hevene,  and  that  alle 
•<ber  thinges  stinten  fro  with-oute,  ao 
Cknf  Vum  nere  neither  in  hevene  ne  in  erthe^ 
•  •f  §n§f^  no-tkittff  mom:   than    it    sholde 
semen    t«»   thee,    as   by  only  rewmn  of 
lokinge,  that  thoa  were  now  in  the  sterres 
and  DOW  in  the  erthe.    Bat  the  iioeple  no 
loketh    nat    on    thiso    thinges.       WHiat 
thanne  ?     Shal  wo  thaune  aprochen  as  to 
hem  that  I  have  shewe<l  that  they  ben  lyk 
to  be«t««?     And  what  woltow  seyn   of 


this  :  yil"  that  a  man  hndde  nl  forlorn  his 
sighte  and  hndde  forj'eten  that  he  over 
saagli,  and  wende  that  no-thing  ne  fayl-  230 
ede  him  of  pcrfeccioan  of  mankinde,  now 
we  that  mighten  seen  the  same  thinges, 
wolde  we  nat  wene  that  he  were  blindo  ? 
Ne  also  ne  acordeth  nat  the  poeple  to 
that  I  shal  seyn,  the  which  thing  is  sas-  355 
tened  by  a  stronge  foundement  of  resoans, 
ihiit  ia  to  aeyn^  that  more  ansely  l>en  they 
that  don  wrong  to  othre  folk  than  they 
that  the  wrong  saffren.'  *I  wolde 
heren  thilke  same  resoans/  qnod  I.  240 

'Denyestow,'  qaod  she,  'that  alle 
shrewes  no  ben  worthy  to  hon  torment  ?  * 
'  Nay, '  quo<l  L 

*  But,'  qaml  she,  '  I  am  certein,  by 
many  resoans,  that  shrewes  ben  ansely.'  245 

*  It  acordeth,'  qaml  I. 

*  Thanne  ne  doatestow  nat, '  qaod  she, 

*  that  thilke  folk  that  ben  worthy  of  tor- 
ment, that  they  ne  ben  wrecchcs ? '  'It 
acordeth  wel,'  qnod  I.  250 

*Yif  thou  were  thanne,'  qaotl  she. 
*y-8et  a  jnge  or  a  knower  of  thinges, 
whether,  trowestow,  that  men  sholden 
tormentcn  him  that  hath  don  the  wrong, 
or  elles  him  that  Imth  suflFred  tlio  wn>ng? '  255 
'  I  ne  donte  nat,*  quod  I,  '  that  I  noldc 
don  suffisaiint  satisfoccioun  to  him  that 
ha<1de  suflfrctl  the  wrong  by  the  sorwo  of 
him  that  hadde  don  the  wrong.' 

'  Tlianno  someth  it, '  qutnl  she,  '  that  the  260 
doere  of  wrong  is  more  wreoche  than  ho 
that  suffreil  wrong  ?  '        '  That  folweth 
wol, '  quotl  I. 

'  Tlian,'  quod  she,  '  by  these  causes  and 
by  otliro  causes  that  l)en  enforced  by  the  265 
samo  n>te,  filthe  or  sinue,  by  the  pmpro 
nature  of  it,  makoth  men  wrocches  ;  ajid 
it  sheweth  wel,  that  this  wrong  that  men 
don   nis  nat  the  wrecche<lnos8e  of  him 
that    recej-ACth     the     wrong,    l»at    the  270 
wrecchednesse    of   him    tliat    doth   tlie 
wrong.      Bnt  certes,'  {\\\(v\    she,    '  thine 
oratonrs    or    advocats   ilon   al   the   coii- 
traryo  :  for  they  enf<>rcen  hem  to  com- 
moevo  the  jag(>s  to  ban  pitee  of  hem  that  »75 
hansuffred  and  recey\ed  the  th inures  that 
l>en    grevous    and    a8i>re.   and  yit  men 
sholden  more  rightfully  ban  i»itco  of  hem 
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that  don  the  ^revannc«8  and  the  wronges ; 

380  the  whiche  shrewes,  it  were  a  more 
covenable  thing,  that  the  accosonrs  or 
advocatSf  nat  wroth  but  pitous  and  de- 
lx>nair,  ledden  tho  slirewes  that  han  don 
wrong  to  tho  jngement,  right  as  men 

285  leden  syko  folk  to  the  leche,  for  that  they 
sholde  eeken  ont  the  maladyes  of  sinne 
by  torment.  And  by  thia  covenaont, 
either  the  entente  of  deffendoors  or  advo- 
cate sholde  faylen  and  cesen  in  al,  or 

290  elles,  yif  the  office  of  advocatg  wolde 
bettre  proflten  to  men,  it  sholde  ben 
tomed  in-to  the  habite  of  aconsacioon ; 
th<U  is  to  seyit,  they  tholden  accuse  shrewes^ 
and  nat  excuse  hem.    And  eek  the  shrewes 

295  hem-self,  yif  hit  were  levefnl  to  hem  to 
seen  at  any  clifbe  the  vertn  that  they  han 
forleten,  and  sawen  that  they  sholden 
pntten  adoun  the  filthes  of  hir  vyces  by 
the  torments  of  peynes,  they  ne  onghte 

500  nat,  right  for  the  recompensacionn  for  to 
geten  hem  boontee  and  prowesse  which 
that  they  han  lost,  demen  ne  holden  that 
thilke  pejTies  weren  torments  to  hem ; 
and  eek  they  wolden  refuse  the  attend- 
ee >5  aunce  of  hir  advocats,  and  taken  hem-self 
to  hir  jnges  and  to  hir  accnsors.  For 
which  it  bitydeth  that,  as  to  the  wyse 
folk,  ther  nis  no  place  y-leten  to  hate ; 
that  is  to  seyn,  thai  ns  hate  hath  no  place 

310  amonges  icyse  men.  For  no  wight  nil 
haten  goode  men,  but-yif  he  were  over- 
mochel  a  fool ;  and  for  to  haten  shrewes, 
it  nis  no  resoon.  For  right  so  as  lan- 
goiasinge  is  maladye  of  body,  right  so  ben 

315  xyoea  and  sinne  maladye  of  corage.  And 
so  as  we  ne  deme  nat,  that  they  that  ben 
syke  of  hir  body  ben  worthy  to  ben  hated, 
but  rather  worthy  of  pitee :  wel  more 
worthy,  nat  to  ben  hated,  but  for  to  ben 

320  had  in  pitee,  ben  they  of  whiche  the 
thoughtes  ben  constreined  by  felonons 
wikkednesse,  that  is  more  cruel  than  any 
languissinge  of  body. 

Mftkk  rV.     Quid  fnnttis  iuuat  excitare 
motus. 

What  delyteth  you  to  excyten  so  grete 
moevinges  c^f  hateredea^  and  to  hasten  and 


bisien  the  fatal  disposioiodin  of  yonr  deeiUi 
with  your  propre  handes  ?  that  is  to  scyn, 
by  batailes  or  by  eontek.  For  3rif  ye  axen  5 
the  deeth,  it  hasteth  him  of  his  owne  wil ; 
ne  deeth  ne  tarieth  nat  his  swift«  hon. 
And  the  men  that  the  serpent  and  the 
lyoun  and  the  tygre  and  the  bere  and  the 
boor  seken  to  sleen  with  hir  teeth,  yit  lu 
thilke  same  men  seken  to  sleen  eTericb  of 
hem  other  with  swerd,  Lo!  for  hir 
maneres  ben  dyverse  and  deeoordaont, 
they  moeven  unrightful  ostes  and  cruel 
batailes,  and  wilnen  to  perisshe  by  entre-  15 
chaunginge  of  dartes.  But  the  reeoun  of 
cruelteenisnaty-noughrigfatfuL  Wiltow 
thanne  yelden  a  covenable  guerdoun  to 
the  desertes  of  men?  Love  rightfully 
goode  folk,  and  have  pitee  on  shrewes.'     w 

Pbose  v.    Hie  ego  nideo  inqvam. 

'  Thus  see  I  wel,*  quod  I,  *  either  what 
blisfulnesse  or  elles  what  nnseliuesse  is 
establisshed  in  the  desertes  of  goode  men 
and  of  shrewes.  But  in  this  ilke  fortune 
of  poeple  I  see  somwhat  of  good  and  som-  5 
what  of  jrvel.  For  no  wyse  man  hath 
lever  ben  exyled,  poore  and  nedy,  and 
nameles,  than  for  to  dwellen  in  his  citee 
and  flouren  of  riohe88es,and  be  redoutable 
by  honour,  and  strong  of  power.  For  in  »o 
this  wyse  more  cleerly  and  more  witnee- 
fuUy  is  the  office  of  wyse  men  y-treted, 
whan  the  blisfulnesse  and  the  poustee  <^ 
govemours  is,  as  it  were,  y-shad  amonge* 
I>oeples  that  be  neighebonrs  and  subgits;  15 
sin  that,  namely,  prisoun,  lawe,  and  thise 
othre  torments  of  lawef^  peynes  ben 
rather  owed  to  felonons  citezeins,  for  the 
whiche  felonons  citezeins  tho  peynes  ben 
establisshed,  than  for  good  folk.  Thanne  » 
I  mervaile  me  greetly,*  quod  I,  *  why  that 
the  thinges  ben  so  mis  entrechaunged, 
that  torments  of  felonjres  pressen  and 
confounden  goode  folk,  and  shrewes 
ravisshen  medes  of  vertu,  and  ben  in  -5 
Tumours  and  in  gret  estats.  And  I  desyre 
eek  for  to  witen  of  thee,  what  semeth  thee 
to  ben  the  resoun  of  this  so  wrongful 
a  oonclusioun  ?  For  I  wolde  wondre  wel 
the  lasse,  yif  I  trowede  that  al  thise  30 
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thmfM  weren  medled  by  fartunons  happe ; 
but  nw  hepeth  and  encreseth  xnyn  aa- 
toajiage  god,  govemour  of  thinges,  that, 
to  u  god  jeTeth  oAe  tyznes  to  gode  men 

j5fMlM  and  mirthes,  and  to  shrewes 
jhlm  and  aapre  thinges ;  and  yeveth 
I9«nwd  to  gode  folk  hardneases,  and 
tofhnwea  he  graunteth  hem  hir  wil  and 
tlitt  theydeqnnen :  what  difference  thanne 

P  tuf  ther  be  bitwixen  that  that  god  doth, 
tnd  the  happe  of  fortune,  yif  men  ne 
kiume  nat  the  came  why  that  it  Ib  ?  * 

'Ne   it    nifl  no  mervaile,'  quod   she, 
'thooi^  that  men  wenen  that  thor  be 

45  nnewhat  folinh  and  confuse,  whan  the 
Rsoon  of  the  ordre  is  unknowe.  But 
akhoogh  that  thou  ne  knowe  nat  the 
cMse  of  so  greet  a  disposicioun,  natheles, 
bv  as  moche  as  god,  the  gode  govemour, 

9>iteinpreth  and  govemeth  the  world,  ne 
d<«te  thee  nat  that  alle  thinges  ben  doon 
••right 

Mrke  v.     Si  quU  Arcturi  tidera  nucit. 

Whi>-so  that  ne  knowe  nat  the  sterres 

•Jt' Arcture,  y-tomed  neigh  to  the  soverein 

[      ouatree  or  point,  that  it  to  »yn^  y-iomed 

ii^  to  the  tovereinpool  of  tht  firmament^ 

5  and  wut  nat  why  tht  aUm  Bootes  passeth 

ur  gadereth  his  weynes,  and  drencheth 

Us  late  flambes  in  the  see,  and  why  that 

Biiot««  the  sUrrt  uufuldeth  his  over-swifte 

trrux^CM,  thanne  shal  he  woudren  of  the 

10  Uwe  of  the  heye  eyr.        And  eeky  yif  that 

Ae  M  Icmtwe  not  why  that  the  liomes  of  the 

tolle  mone  wexcn  pale  and  infect  by  the 

buondea  of  the  derke  night ;  and  how  the 

oii^ne,  derk  and  confuse,  disc<ivereth  the 

I*  ft«rm  that  she  hadde  y-covcrod  by  hir 

cl«re  ^-isage.  The  comune  errour  moeveth 

folk,  and  maketh  wery  hir  basins  of  bras 

fay  thikke  strokes ;   that  ii  to  aeyn,  that 

Iker  is  a  maner  cfpoepU  that  highte  Cori- 

JO  doatec,  that  wenen  that^  whan  the  mone  it  in 

(ke  eeUpee,  that  U  be  enchaunted ;  and  ther- 

flirts  for  to  reecowe  the  mone^  they  beten  hir 

baeimi  with  thikke  ttroket.         Xe  no  man 

ne  wondreth  whan   the  blastes  of  the 

15  wind  Chorus  beten  the  strondes  of  the 

see  }iy  qnakingo  fliMles:  ne  no  man  no 


wondreth  wlmn  the  weighto  of  the  snowe, 
y-harded  by  the  colde,  is  resolvetl  by  the 
breuninge  hcto  of  Phebus  the  sonue ;  for 
heer  seen  men  redely  the  causes.  But  50 
the  causes  y-hid,  that  is  to  seyn,  in  hevene^ 
troublen  the  brestes  of  men  ;  the  moev- 
able  poeple  is  astoned  of  olle  thinges  that 
comen  selde  and  sodeinly  in  our  age. 
But  yif  the  troubly  errour  of  our  igno-  35 
rannce  departede  fro  us,  to  that  %ce  tcitten 
the  cautes  why  that  twiche  thinget  bi-4yden, 
certes,  they  sholden  cese  to  seme  won- 
dres. 

Pkokk  VI.     Ita  eat,  inquam. 

*  Thus  is  it,'  »iuod  I.  *  But  so  as  thou 
hast  yeven  or  bi-hight  me  to  uuwrappen 
the  hid  causes  of  thinges,  and  to  dis- 
covere  me  the  resouns  covered  with  derk- 
nesses,  I  prey  thee  that  thou  dovyse  and  5 
juge  me  of  tliis  matere,  and  that  thou  do 
me  to  understonden  it ;  for  this  miracle 
or  this  wonder  troubleth  mo  right  gretl^-.' 

And  thanne  she,  u  litcl  what  smylinge, 
seyde:  *thou  clepest  me,*  quml  she,  *to  lu 
telle  thing  that  is  grettost  of  alio  thinges 
that  mowen  ben  axed,  and  to  the  whicho 
questioununnethes  is  ther  aught  y-nougU 
to  laven  it ;  at  who  teyth,  unnethet  it  ther 
tujffiaauntly  anything  to  antivere  parjitly  to  15 
thy  que^ftioun.  fur  the  matcro  of  it  is 
swich,  that  whan  o  doute  is  determined 
an<l  cut  awey,  ther  wexen  other  doutes 
with-oute  number  ;  right  as  the  hevedes 
wexen  of  Y<lre,  the  terjient  that  KrcuUt  ao 
tlowh.  No  thiT  11  u  were  no  manere  ne 
non  en<lo,  Imt-yif  that  a  wij^ht  con- 
streinctlo  tho  tloutes  by  a  right  lyfly  and 
quik  lyr  of  thought ;  that  it  to  teyn^  by 
vigour  and  ttrengthe  oftcit.  For  in  this  25 
manere  men  weren  wr»nt  to  makeu  ques- 
tions of  tho  siniplicitee  of  tho  pur\'iaunce 
of  pod,  and  <»f  the  onler  of  tlestinee,  and 
of  sodein  hapi»e,  and  of  the  knowingo  and 
predostinacioundi%-3*ne,  and  of  thelil)erteo  3«> 
of  free  wille ;  tho  whiche  thinges  thou 
thy-self  aperceyvest  wel.  of  what  weight 
they  ben.  But  for  as  niochel  as  tho 
knowinge  of  tliiso  thinges  is  a  maner 
lH)rcionii  ottho  metlirine  «»l  ihw,  nl-U-it  35 


»!  tJifrt  T  Imvp  Iit*l  tyme  to  drm  it,  yit 
iiuthfil^  I  wol  enrorcen  me  to  shewe 
Sittnwliat.  of  it.  Bnt  nl-tbogh  the  Hch 
li^liitlf^f-a   of  ditee  of  miwike  df^lytotli 

40  thf^flw   thoa   tno£t  saflTroti    and    forboren 

n  lit  el  of  thilk*  delytp,  wbyle  thftt  I  w^i-b 

tn  thee  reanniifi  y*kiiit  by  ordre/        *  As 

it  lykotli  tf\  tliee/  qtjmi  I,  *  so  do." 

Til  ft  spik    filie    riglit    as    Ijj*  auothor 

45  htginnintfis  and  fioyde  thus.  'The  ?n- 
penrlritigi^  of  alle  thingea/  qtuwl  slie,  ^4iiid 
alle  tlip  pnij^resflionns  of  mnnble  nattir^t 
and  al  tlmt  mwvoth  in  AOj  tnatiereT 
taketb   Uis  can^ea,   his   ordre,   and    hi^ 

5tJ  fj^rmt+s,  of  the  atablenesse  of  the  divyn© 
tlioght  *,  and  ibilke  dtvme  tlioni^bif  tbftt 
isy-^ot  and  pnt  In  the  tour,  thntht0  9eyn^ 
in  ihf  heigftte,  of  the  Mimplieit^^o  of  god, 
fitfthlUshpth  mnny  manor  griDft  tot hmgCB 

5.?  thfit  ^ipn  lit  dj>iie ;  the  wliiehe  maner, 
TV  ban  that  mvt\  loken  it  in  thitke  pure 
ctetiueftse  of  thp  divynp  iutolUEotic*,  it  jm 
3^-cTei>e<l  pTirriftTuxce ;  hnt  ^diaji  tbilko 
maufir  i$  rofL^rred  by  mt<ii  to  t hinges  thai 

Ga  it  tn^i^^otb  and  iUApf>tietb,  thanti^  of  oldo 
lutJti  it  was  clei>ed  d<»stin«io.  The  whicbo 
IhinpL'H,  yif  that  any  wigbt  loketh  wel  in 
Ilia  thrm^bt  the  strGnfTthu  of  that  oon  jtnd 
<»f  that  other,  hp  Jtballigbtl^^tiiowea  Bemn, 


]e>E  hangeth  tliat  ona  on  that  f>tli«r;  Id9> 
why  the  hvArt  doRtitial  iiincNf<e<]<*tli  of  t^ 
nimpllcitpe  of  pTut^-iatinc**  F^r  riwbt  m 
A  TfTprkwian*  tbati  aperrey^^fitU  in  liiifl" 
tbc^ht  the  fonoo  of  the  thing  that  ht 
wvl  nmko,  and  ma^v«.th  the  fffff^et  of  llif 
W£srk,  and  Ic^loth  that  he  Unitdc  lokrd 
hifom  in  his  thoftbt  nimply  and  |i»^ 
Befitly,  by  t^.ttj|»of^l  oirdinauiic« :  w/^<«(|$ 
right  so  ^(ful  (tiaponftth  in  bia  jmrmuno^t 
ftiniftiterly  ntid  Stably,  the  thiiig««  111** 
ben  to  don^,  bat  ho  anilnistretb  id  mtm^ 
manef^^  and  in  dyvera^  tyme^  hy  d«#" 
tinee,  thllkc  same  thiiig««  that  h*  balli  •« 
disponed.  Thaune,  wlieth^r  that  df» 
tinee  b«  t^xoroys^  onthi^r  hy  Bt.>m«  *liTy&« 
npiritai,  senannts  to  tlie  cJivync^  \^ 
viaiuwe,  or  ollea  by  stim  iKiwle,  or  clloi  bf 
all*  natupo  Bi*i*vinge  to  goii,  i»r  tUes  l»r  'H 
tho  c«l««tial  nioevine*?a  of  stQrreA.  or  cUv 
by  tho  vertn  of  an^tdeef  i>r  tulles  by  ih* 
dyverae  suLtiliteo  of  devclea,  or  &lle»  tsy 
any  of  Iiem^  or  ellea  hy  bera  aUe^  tke 
dpstiual  oidinatincv  i«  y~wtvren  Mid  acoul*  ta 
plissbcd^  Carter,  it  i^  op<on  things  thiA 
the  pnr^'iannr^  Is  an  nnmfwvable  and 
simple  fornix  f*f  thingc»s  to  done  ;  and  tkf 
niovo.abl«  b*:ind  and  the  t£?mp*irel  onli* 
nannca   of   ihingoSf    whioho    that    ihi  tij 
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Mj-thing  tliat  knitt«th  and  felawship- 
peth  him-Belf  to  thilke  middel  poynt,  it 

140  is  constreined  in-to  sixnplioitee,  that  is  to 
Myn,  tM-to  vmnoevoM^iM,  and  it  oeseth  to 
be  shad  and  t<»  fleten  djversely :  ri^ht  so, 
bj  semUable  resotm,  thilke  thing  that 
d€|)arteth  forthest  firo  the  first  thoght  of 

H5  sod,  it  is  nnfolden  and  annunitted  to 
^ratter  bondes  of  destinee :  and  in  so 
moehe  is  the  things  more  free  and  hins 
firo  destinee,  as  it  axeth  and  holdeth  him 
ner  to  thilke  centre  of  thinges,  that  it  to 

19)  tejpi^  god  And  yif  the  thing  dyveth  to 
the  stedefastnesse  of  the  thoght  of  god, 
Mid  be  with-onte  moevinge,  certes,  it  sor- 
mounteth  the  necessitee  of  destinee. 
Thanne  right  swich  oomixuisoan  as  it  is 

tSS  of  skilinge  to  nnderstondinge,  and  of 
thing  that  is  engendred  to  thing  that  is, 
and  of  tyme  to  etemitee,  and  of  the  oerole 
to  the  centre,  right  so  is  the  ordre  of 
moerable    destinee    to   the    stable  sim- 

'feplicitee  of  pnrviaance.  Thilke  ordi- 
naonce  moereth  the  hevene  and  the 
vterrei,  and  atempreth  the  elements  to- 
ipderamonges  hem-self,  and  transformeth 
hem   l^   entrechanngeable    mntacionn  ; 

>%  And  thilke  same  ordre  neweth  ayein  alle 
thinges  growinge  and  iallinge  a-donn,  by 
•emblable  progressionns  of  sedes  and  of 
texes,  that  it  to  teyn^  male  and  femele. 
And  this  ilke  ordre  constreineth  the  for- 

'^>  tones  and  the  dedes  of  men  by  a  bond  of 
causes,  nat  able  to  ben  unboonde ;  the 
whiche  destinal  causes,  whan  they  passen 
fmt  fro  the  biginninges  of  the  nnmoevable 
porriaiinoe,  it  mot  uedes  be  that  they  ne 

'75  be  oat  mutable.  And  thus  ben  the 
thinges  ful  wel  y-govemed,  yif  that  the 
simplicitee  dwellinge  in  the  divyne  thoght 
iheweth  forth  the  ordre  of  causes,  unable 
to  ben  y-bowed;    and  this  ordre    cou- 

»*"streineth  1^  his  propre  stabletee  the 
moevmble  thinges,  or  elles  th^y  sholden 
fleten  folily.  For  which  it  is,  that  alle 
thinges  semen  to  ben  confus  and  trouble 
to  iu  men,  for  we  ne  mowen  nat  considere 

1^  thilke  ordinaunce ;  natheles,  the  propre 
Ottner  of  every  thinge,  dressinge  hem  to 
IKwde,  disponeth  hem  alle. 
^or  ther  nis  no-thing  don  for  cause  of 


yvel ;  ne  thilke  thing  that  is  don  by  wik- 
"kede  folk  nit  nat  don  for  yvel.  The  whiche  ^9^ 
phrewes,  as  I  have  shewed  fnl  plenti- 
vously,  seken  good,  but  wikked  errour 
mistometh  hem,  ne  the  ordre  cominge 
fro  the  poynt  of  soverein  good  ne  de- 
dyneth  nat  fro  his  biginninge.  But  thou  195 
mayst  seyn,  what  unreste  may  ben  a 
worse  confusioun  than  that  gode  men  han 
somtyme  adversitee  and  somtyme  pros- 
I  I)eritee,  and  shrewes  also  now  han 
i  thinges  that  they  desiren,  and  now  300 
thinges  that  they  haten  ?  Whether  men 
liven  now  in  swioh  hoolnesse  of  thoght, 
{at  who  teyth^  hen  men  now  to  icyte),  that 
swiohe  folk  as  they  demen  to  ben  gode 
folk  or  shrewes,  that  it  moste  nedes  ben  305 
that  folk  ben  swiche  as  they  wenen? 
But  in  this  manere  the  domes  of  men 
discorden,  that  thilke  men  that  some 
folk  demen  worthy  of  mede,  other  folk 
demen  hem  worthy  of  torment.  But  lat  310 
us  graunte,  I  poee  that  som  man  may  wel 
demen  or  knowen  the  gode  folk  and  the 
badde ;  may  he  thanne  knowen  and  seen 
thilke  innereste  atempraunce  of  corages, 
as  it  hath  ben  wont  to  be  seyd  of  bodies ;  215 
<u  who  teythf  may  a  man  tpeken  and  deter- 
minen  of  atemprauneet  in  corages^  at  men 
were  wont  to  demen  or  tpeken  of  com- 
plexiowtt  and  atemprauneet  ofbodietf  Ne 
it  ne  is  nat  an  unlyk  miracle,  to  hem  230 
that  ne  knowen  it  nat,  (at  who  teith^  but 
it  it  lyke  a  merreil  or  a  miracle  to  hem  that 
ne  knowen  it  nat\  why  that  swete  thinges 
ben  covenable  to  some  bodies  that  ben 
hole,  and  to  some  bodies  bittere  thinges  225 
ben  covenable  ;  and  also,  why  that  some 
pyke  folk  ben  holpen  with  lighte  medi- 
cjrnes,  and  some  folk  ben  holpen  with 
sharpe  medicynes.  But  natheles,  the 
leche  that  knoweth  the  manere  and  the  230 
atempraunce  of  hele  and  of  maladye,  ne 
merveileth  of  it  no-thing.  But  what 
other  thing  semeth  hele  of  corages  but 
bountee  and  prowesse  ?  And  what  other 
thing  semeth  maladye  of  coraget  but  a.v? 
vyces  ?  Who  is  elles  kepere  of  good  or 
dryver  awey  of  yvel,  but  god,  govemour 
and  lecher  of  thoughtes  ?  The  whiche  god, 
whan  he  hath  biholden  from  the  heye 
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240  tonr  of  his  pnrveatmoe,  he  kuoweth  what 
is  covenable  to  every  wight,  and  leneth 
hem  that  he  wot  that  is  covenable  to 
hem.  Lo,  her-of  comth  and  her-of  is  don 
this  noble  miracle  of  the  ordre  deetinal, 

245  whan  god,  that  al  knoweth,  doth  swiche 
thing,  of  which  thing  that  onknowinge 
folk  ben  astoned.  But  for  to  constreine, 
as  who  seyth^  hut /or  to  comprthtnda  and 
telle  a  fewe  thinges  of  the  divyne  deep- 

250  nesse,  the  whiche  that  mannes  resoon 
may  understonde,  thilke  man  that  thou 
wenest  to  ben  right  juste  and  right  kep- 
inge  of  equitee,  the  oontrarie  of  that 
semeth  to  the  divyne  purveaunce,  that  al 

J55  wot.  And  Lucan,  my  familer,  telleth 
that  "  the  victorious  cause  lykede  to  the 
goddes,  and  the  cause  overoomen  lykede 
to  Catoun."  Thanne,  what-so-ever  thou 
mayst  seen  that  is  don  in  this  werld 

300  unhoped  or  unwened,  certes,  it  is  the 
right  ordre  of  thinges;  but,  as  to  thy 
wikkede  opinioun,  it  is  a  oonfusioun.  But 
I  suppose  that  som  man  be  so  wel 
y-thewed,  that  the  divyne  jugement  and 

^65  the  jugement  of  mankinde  acorden  hem 
to-gider  of  him  ;  but  he  is  so  unstedefast 
of  corage,  that,  yif  any  adversitee  oome 
to  him,  he  wol  forieten,  par-aventure,  to 
continue  innocence,  by  the  whiohe  he  ne 

2-fO  may  nat  with-holden  fortune.  Thanne 
the  wyse  dispensacioun  of  god  spareth 
him,  the  whiche  man  adversitee  mighte 
eniteyren;  for  that  god  wol  nat  suffren 
him  to  travaile,  to  whom  that  travaile 

^75  nis  nat  covenable.  Another  man  is  parfit 
in  alle  vertues,  and  is  an  holy  man,  and 
negh  to  god,  so  that  the  purviaunce  of 
god  wolde  demen,  that  it  were  a  felonye 
that  he  were  touched  with  any  adver- 

j8<)  sitees ;  so  that  he  wol  nat  suffre  that 
swich  a  man  be  moeved  with  any  bodily 
malady e.  But  so  as  seyde  a  philosophre, 
the  more  excellent  by  me :  he  seyde  in 
Orek^  that  '*  vertues  han  edified  the  body 

285  of  the  holy  man."  And  ofte  tyme  it 
bitydeth,  that  the  somme  of  thinges  that 
ben  to  done  is  taken  to  goveme  to  gode 
folk,  for  that  the  malice  haboundant  of 
shrewes  sholde  ben  abated*     And  god 

390  yeveth  and  departeth  to  othre  folk  pros- 


peritees  and  adversitees  y-medled  to> 
hepe,  after  the  qualitee  of  hir  cora^es,  and 
remordeth  som  folk  by  advtrtUee^  for  tJiey 
ne  sholde  nat  wexen  proude  by  longe 
welefulnesse.  And  other  folk  he  saffreth  x^ 
to  ben  travailed  with  harde  thingee,  for 
that  they  sholden  confermen  the  vertues 
of  corage  by  the  usage  and  exercitacioim 
ofpacienoe.  And  other  folk  dreden  more 
than  they  oughten  f  that  whiche  they  joi 
mighten  wel  beren ;  and  somme  dispyse 
that  they  mowe  nat  beren;  and  thilke 
folk  god  ledeth  in-to  experience  of  him- 
self by  aspre  and  sorwful  thinges.  And 
many  othre  folk  han  bought  honourable  ^ 
renoun  of  this  world  by  the  pry«  of 
glorious  deeth.  And  som  men,  that  ne 
mowen  nat  ben  overcomen  by  torments, 
have  yeven  ensaumple  to  othre  folk,  that 
vertu  may  nat  ben  overoomen  hy  adver-  3*"' 
sitees ;  and  of  alle  thinges  ther  nis  no 
doute,  that  they  ne  ben  don  riglitftilly 
and  ordenely,  to  the  profit  of  hem  to 
whom  we  seen  thise  thinges  bityde.  For 
certes,  that  adversitee  comth  somtyme  i^i 
to  shrewes,  and  somtyme  that  that  they 
desiren,  it  comth  of  thise  forseide  caoses. 
And  of  sorwftil  thinges  that  bit^fden  to 
threweSj  certes,  no  man  ne  wondretb ;  for 
alle  men  wenen  that  they  han  wel  de-  3*^ 
served  it,  and  that  they  ben  of  wikkede 
merite ;  of  whiche  shrewes  the  tomwnt 
somtyme  agasteth  othre  to  don  felonyes, 
and  somtyme  it  amendeth  hem  that 
sufiren  the  torments.  And  the  pros-  3^5 
peritee  that  is  yeven  to  shrewes  sheveth 
a  greet  argument  to  gode  folk,  what  thing 
they  sholde  demen  of  thilke  welefalnese, 
the  whiche  prosperitee  men  seen  oite 
serven  to  shrewes.  In  the  which  thing  33^ 
I  trowe  that  god  dispenseth ;  for,  per> 
aventure,  the  nature  of  som  man  is  so 
overthrowinge  to  yvel^  and  so  uncoven- 
able,  that  the  nedy  povertee  of  his 
houshold  mighte  rather  egren  him  to  dcm  JS5 
felonyes.  And  to  the  maladye  of  him  god 
putteth  remedie,  to  yeven  him  richessea 
And  som  other  man  biholdeth  his  oon- 
science  defouled  with  sinnes,  and  maketh 
comi^arisoun  of  his  fortune  and  of  him-  34^ 
self;  and  dredeth,  per>aventure,  that  his 
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Misftilnesse^  of  which  the  usage  is  joyefnl 
to  him,  that  the  lesinge  of  thilke  blisfol- 
QCBe  ne  be  nat  sorwfal  to  him ;   and 

US  therfor  he  wol  ehannge  his  maneres,  and, 
for  he  dredeth  to  lese  his  fortune,  he  for- 
letoih  his  wikkednesse.  To  othre  folk  is 
welefolnesse  y-yeven  unworthily,  the 
whiche  orerthroweth  hem  in-to  distruc- 

Spdounthat  they  ban  deserved.  Andtosom 
othre  ^jXk  is  yeven  power  to  punisshen, 
for  that  it  shal  be  cause  of  continua- 
rioim  mnd  exercysinge  to  gode  folk  and 
cause  of  torment  to  shrewM.     For  so  as 

355  ther  nis  non  alyaunoe  by-twixe  gode  folk 
and  shrewes,  ne  shrewes  ne  mowen  nat 
srcvden  amonges  hem-self.  And  why 
Dat?  For  shrewes  discorden  of  hem-self 
hy  hir  vyces,  the  whiche  vyces  al  to- 

360  renden  hir  consciences ;  and  don  ofte 
tjme  thinges,  the  whiche  thinges,  whan 
they  han  don  hem,  they  demen  that  tho 
thinges  ne  sholden  nat  han  ben  don.  For 
which  thing  thilke  soverein  purveaunce 

165  hath  maked  ofte  tyme  fair  miracle ;  so 
that  shrewes  han  maked  shrewes  to  ben 
fcode  men«  For  whan  that  som  shrewes 
seen  that  th^  suffren  wrongfully  felonyes 
vf  othre  shr«wes,  they  wexen  eschaui'ed 

370  in-to  hate  of  hem  that  anoyeden  hem,  and 
rttomeu  to  the  frut  of  rertu,  whan  they 
ttudien  to  ben  unlyk  to  hem  that  they 
han  hated.  Certes,  only  this  is  the  divyne 
mi^t,  to  the  whiche  might  yveles  ben 

375thanne  gode,  whan  it  useth  tho  yveles 
oovenably,  and  draweth  out  the  effect  of 
any  gode ;  (u  tcho  aevth^  tttat  yvttl  i$  good 
only  to  the  might  o/gody  for  the  might  of  god 
ordtffneth  thilke  gvtl  to  good.        For  oon 

j^ordre  embraseth  alle  thinges,  so  that 
iriiat  wight  that  departeth  fro  the  resoun 
of  thilke  ordre  which  that  is  assigned  to 
him,  algates  yit  he  slydeth  in-to  another 
oidre,  so  that  no-thing  nis  leveful  to  folye 

?H5  in  the  recune  of  the  divyne  purviaunce ; 
SI  irfeo  teythy  nothing  nit  with-outen  ordi- 
Mtmee  in  the  reame  of  the  divyne  pur- 
tiaunee;  sin  tliat  the  right  stronge  god 
govemeth  alle  thinges  in  this  world.    For 

99c  it  nis  nat  leveful  to  man  to  compre- 
henden  by  wit,  ne  unfolden  by  word,  alle 
the  subtil  ordinaunces  and  disposicionns 


of  the  di\'yne  entente.  For  only  it  ought e 
sufSse  to  han  loked,  that  god  him-self, 
maker  of  alle  natures,  ordeinoth  and  395 
dresseth  alle  thinges  to  gode  ;  whyl  that 
he  hasteth  to  with-holden  the  thinges 
that  he  hath  maked  in-to  his  semblaunce, 
that  it  to  t^yn^  for  to  wUh'holden  thinges 
in4o  goody  for  lie  him'^lf  i$  good,  he  400 
ohaseth  out  al  yvel  firo  the  boundes  of  his 
comnnalitee  by  the  ordre  of  necessitee 
destinable.  For  which  it  folweth,  that 
yif  thou  loke  the  purviaunce  ordeininge 
the  thinges  that  men  wenen  ben  out-  405 
rageous  or  haboundant  in  erthes,  thou  ne 
shalt  not  seen  in  no  place  no-thing  of 
yrel.  But  I  see  now  that  thou  art 
charged  with  the  weighte  of  the  qnes- 
tioun,  and  wery  with  the  lengthe  of  my  410 
resoun ;  and  that  thou  abydest  som  sweet- 
nesse  of  songo.  Tak  thanne  this  draught : 
and  whan  thou  art  wel  refVesshed  and 
refect,  thou  shal  be  more  stedefast  to  stye 
in-to  heyere  questiouns.  415 

MirrRE  VI.    Si  uis  celti  iu7Xi  tonantis. 

If  thou,  wys,  wilt  demen  in  thy  pure 
thought  the  rightes  or  the  lawes  of  the 
heye  thonderer,  that  it  to  teyn,  of  god ,  loke 
thou  and  bihold  the  heightes  of  the 
soverein  hevene.  There  kei)en  the  sterros,  5 
by  rightful  alUaunce  of  thinges,  hir  olde 
pees.  The  sonne,  y-moeved  by  his  rody 
fyr,  ne  distorbeth  nat  the  colde  cercle  ot 
the  mone.  No  the  sterre  y-cleped  'the 
Bere,'  that  enclyneth  his  ravisshinge  10 
courses  abouten  the  soverein  heighte  of 
the  worlde,  ne  tho  same  sterre  Ursu  uis 
never-mo  wasshen  in  the  depe  westrene 
see,  ne  coveiteth  nat  to  deyen  his  flaumbes 
in  the  see  of  the  occian,  al-thogh  he  see  15 
othre  sterres  y-plounged  in  the  see.  And 
Hesperus  the  tterre  bodeth  and  telleth 
alweythe  late  nightes;  and  Lucifer  the 
tterre  bringeth  ayein  the  clere  day.  And 
thus  maketh  Love  entrechaungeable  the  20 
perdurable  courses ;  and  thus  is  discord- 
able  bataile  y-put  out  of  the  oontree  of 
the  sterres.  This  acordaunce  atempreth 
by  evenelyk  maneres  the  elements,  that 
the  moiste  thinges,   stryvinge  with  the  25 
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drye  thinges,  yeven  place  by  stotmdes; 
and  the  colde  things  joynen  hem  by 
feyth  to  the  hote  thinges ;  and  that  the 
lighte  fyr  aryseth  in-to  heighte ;  and  the 

30  hevy  erthes  avalen  by  hir  weightes.  By 
thise  same  causes  the  floury  yeer  3rildeth 
swote  smelles  in  the  firste  somer-sesoun 
warminge ;  and  the  hote  somer  dryeth 
the  comes ;  and  autnmpne  comth  ayein, 

35  hevy  of  apples ;  and  the  fletinge  reyn 
bideweth  the  winter.  This  atempraonce 
norissheth  and  bringeth  forth  al  thing 
that  t^retlieth  lyf  in  this  world;  and 
thilke  same  atempraunce,    ravisshinge, 

40  hydeth  and  binimeth,  and  drencheth 
under  the  laste  deeth,  alle  thinges  y-bom. 
Amonges  thise  thinges  sitteth  the  heye 
maker,  king  and  lord,  welle  and  begin- 
ningo,  lawe  and  wys  juge,  to  don  equitee ; 

45  and  govemeth  and  enclyneth  the  brydles 
of  thinges.  And  tho  thinges  that  he 
stereth  to  gon  by  moevinge,  he  with- 
drawoth  and  aresteth ;  and  affermeth  the 
moevable  or  wandringe  thinges.    For  yif 

5u  that  he  ne  clopede  ayein  the  right  goinge 
of  thinges,  and  yif  that  he  ne  con- 
streinede  hem  nat  efb-sones  in-to  round- 
nesses  encljrnede,  the  thinges  that  ben 
now  continued  by  stable  ordinaunce,  they 

55  sholden  departcn  from  hir  welle,  tluU  is  to 
aeyn^  from  hir  biffirminge^  and  faylen,  that 
iff  to  aeyn^  tome  in-to  nought.  This  is 
the  comune  Love  to  alle  thinges  ;  and  alle 
thinges  axen  to  ben  holden  by  the  fyn  of 

60  good.  For  elles  ne  mighten  they  nat 
lasten ;  yif  they  ne  come  nat  eft-sones 
ayein,  by  Love  retomed,  to  the  cause  that 
hath  yeven  hem  bcinge,  that  is  to  seyn^  to 
god. 

PuosE  VIL     lamne  igitur  uides. 

Seestow  nat  thanne  what  thing  folweth 
alle  the  thinges  that  I  have  seyd?  ' 
Boecc,  'What  thing?'  quod  I. 

'  Certes,'  quod  she,  '  al-outrely,  that  alle 
5  fortune  is  good.'  '  And  how  may  that 

be  ? '  quod  I. 

*  Now  understand,'  quod  she, '  so  as  alle 
fortune,  whether  so  it  be  joyeful  fortune 
or  aspre  fortune,  is  yeven  either  by  cause 


of  guerdoning  or  elles  of  exercysinge  of  10 
good  folk,  or  elles  by  cause  to  punisshen 
or  elles  chastysen  shrewee ;  thanne  is  alle 
fortune  good,  the  whiche  fortune  is  oer- 
tein  that  it  be  either  rightful  or  elles 
profitable.*         *  Forsothe,   this  is  a  fol  15 
verray  re80un,'quod  I;  'and  yif  I  con- 
sider the  purviaunoe  and  the  destinee 
that  thou  tanghtest  me  a  litel  her-bifom. 
this  sentence  is  sustened  by  stedefast 
resouns.     But  y\£  it  lyke  unto  thee,  lat  us  jo 
noumbren  hem  amonges  thilke  thinges, 
of  whiche  thou  seydest  a  litel  her-bifon, 
that  they  ne  were  nat  able  to  ben  wened 
to  the  poeple.' 

*  Why  so ? '  quod  she.         *  For  that  the  2$ 
oomune  word  of  men,'  quod  I,  '  misuseth 
this  maiKT  tpeche  of  fortune^  and  sejm  ofte 
tymes  that  the  fortune  of  som  wight  is 
wikkede.' 

*Wiltow  thanne,'  quod  she,   'that  1 30 
aproche  a  litel  to  the  wordes  of  the  poeple, 
so  that  it  seme  nat  to  hem  that  I  be  over^ 
moche  departed  as  fro  the  usage  of  man- 
kinde  ? '        » As  thou  wolt,'  quod  L 

'  Demestow  nat,'  quod  she,   ^  that  al  jis 
thing  that  profiteth  is  good  ? '        '  Yif,' 
quod  1. 

'And  certes,  thilke  thing  that  exer- 
cjrseth  oricorigeth, profiteth ?  '  'I con- 
fesse  it  wol,'  quod  L  40 

'Thanne  is  it  good? 'quod  she.  'Why 
nat  ?  *  quod  1, 

'  But  this  is  the  fortune,'  quod  she,  'of 
hem  that  either  ben  put  in  verta  and 
batailen  ayeins  aspre  thinges,  or  elles  (d  45 
hem  that  eschuen  and  dedynen  £ro  vyoes 
and  taken  the  wey  of  vertu.*  '  This  ne 
may  I  nat  denye,'  quod  L 

'  But  what  seystow  of  the  mery  fortune 
that  is  yeven  to  good  folk  in  guerdoan  ?  5^ 
Demeth  aught  the  poeple  that  it  ii  vrik- 
ked?'  'Nay,  forsothe,'  quod  I:  'hot 

they  demen,  as  it  sooth  is,  that  it  is  n^t 
good.' 

'And  what  seystow  of  that  other  for-  55 
tune,'  quod  she, '  that,  al-thogh  that  it  be 
aspre,  and  restreineth  the  shrewes  by 
rightful  torment,  weneth  aught  the 
poeple  that  it  be  good  ?  '  •  Nay,'  quod 
I,  '  but  the  poeple  demeth  that  it  is  most  do 
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VRcehed  of  alle  thinges  that  may  bc*n 

'Wat  now,  and  loke  wol,'  qnod  she, 
'leH  that  we,  in  folwinge  the  opinioun  of 

4th»poe|Je,  have  ounfeased  and  concluded 
thiDf  that  ia  nnable  to  be  wened  to  the 
/otfU.'        *  What  is  that,'  qnod  L 

'Certes,'  qnod  she,  '  it  folwoth  or  comth 
^  thinges  that  ben  graunted,  that  alle 

?>ftrtane,  what<4o-ever  it  be,  of  hem  that 
bcB  either  in  possessionn  of  verto,  or  in 
tb  encres  •f  verta,  or  ellcs  in  the  pur- 
tkuinge  of  >-erta,  that  thilke  fortune  is 

f««d ;  and  that  alle  fortune  is  right  wik- 
;5kftle  to  hem  that  dwellen  in  shrewcd- 
BMK : '  OS  who  neyth^  and  thus  %otneth  nat 
tkepoeple,       *  That  is  8<x)th,'  quod  I,  '  al- 
be-it  10  that  no  man  dar  confesse  it  ne 
biinowen  it/ 
•0    •  Why  so  ? '  qniHl  she ;  *  for  right  as  the 
itTODge  man  ne  semeth  nat  to  abaissen  or 
diadaignen  as  ofte  tyme  as  ho  hcreth  the 
*Me  of  the  bataile,  ne  also  it  ne  semoth 
Eat.  t«  the  vryac  mnn,  to  beren  it  gre- 
•STously,  as  ofte  as  ho  is  lad  in-to  the  strj-f 
•if  f'/rtuijo.     For  l>otho  to  that  oon  man 
•ad  eek  to  that  other  thilko  difficulteo  is 
tlienuten?:  to  that  o<>u  man,  of  encres 
rf  bij   gl'^rious    renoim,    and    to    that 
90 other  nuui,  to  omlirme  his  sajucncc,  that 
k  to  Mnjn,  to  the  ospreneaBe  of  his  estat. 
F'lf  thtrfore   is   it  called    "vertu,"   for 
that  it  nistencth  and  cuforseth,  by  liiso 
itrtiigthes,  that  it  nis  nat  ovorcomen  by 
«<»dt>r8itei'S.    Ne  certcs,  thou  that  art  put 
ifi  the  encres  or  in  the  hcighte  of  vertu, 
ne  hagt  nat  c<jmen  to  fleten  with  dclices, 
mJ  f«»r  to  wclken  in  botlily  luste  ;  thou 
•wcit  or  ]»launte.st  a  ful  egro  l>atailo  in 
^^tkg  amj^  aj-eins  every  fortune  :  for  that 
tie  somivd  fortune  no  coufotmde  thco 
fist,  no  that  the  merye  fortune  no  cck 
nm.jtc  thee  nat,  occupye  the  menc   by 
ft«<ir  fsKt  strcngthes.     For  al  that  over  is 
105  angler  the  incne,   <»r  elles  al  that  ovor- 
jawcth  the  menc,  dcspyseth  welofulncsso 
'Si  icho  seyth,  it  is  vicious),  and  ne  hath  no 
aude  of  his  tra voile.    For  it  is  set  in  your 
hand  as  fck'j  seythy  it  lyth  in  your  potcer) 
o  what  fortune  ^xiw  is  levest,  that  is  to  seyn, 
good  </r  yt€l.    For  alle  fortune  that  semeth 


I  sharp  or  aspre,  yif  it  ne  exercyse  nat  tht 
gods  folk  ne  chastyseth  the  icikked  folk,  it 
punissheth. 

HxTKX  VIT.     Bella  his  quinis  operatus 
annis. 

The  wrekcr  Attrides,  that  is  to  aeyn, 
Affamenon,  that  wroughte  and  continuedo 
the  batoiles  by  ten  yeer,  recovered  and 
purgede  «w  u^rekinge,  by  the  destruccioun 
!  of  Troye,  the  loste  chaumlircs  oi  manage  5 
I  of  his  brother;  this  is  to  seyn,  that  he, 
'  Agamenon,  uran  ayein  Eleyne,  that  teas 
I  Menelaus  tcyf  his  brother.  In  the  meuo 
whyle  that  thilke  Agamenon  desirede  to 
yeven  saylcs  to  the  Grckissh  navye,  and  lo 
boughte  uyciu  the  windes  by  blood,  lio 
unclothedo  him  of  jntec  of  fader ;  and  the 
sory  preest  yiveth  in  sacrLfyinge  the 
wrccched  cuttinge  of  throte  of  the  dough- 
ter;  that  is  to  seyn,  that  Agamenon  let  15 
cutten  the  throte  of  his  doughter  by  th- 
preeiAy  to  maken  allyaunce  icith  his  goddett, 
and  for  to  han  wind  with  whiche  he  mightc 
ioenden  to  Troye,  Itacus,  that  in  tu  seyn, 
UlixeSy  biwepto  his  feliiwej  y-lorii.  the  jo 
whiche  felawes  the  ferso  roliphemus,  lig- 
gingo  in  his  greto  cave,  hudde  fretcn  and 
dreynt  in  his  empty  wombe.  But  natlie- 
les  Polipliemus,  wood  for  his  blinde  visage, 
yold  to  UUxes  j<»yo  by  his  sorwful  teres ;  -»5 
that  is  to  styn,  that  Clijris  smoot  out  the 
eye  of  Poliphvmus  that  stood  in  his  furehed, 
for  which  Ulixes  hadde  joye,  whan  hi:  say 
Polipheinus  wepingc  and  blinde.  Her- 
cules is  celebrablc  for  liis  harde  travailes ;  yt 
ho  dauntede  the  proude  Centaures,  half 
hvrsy  half  man;  and  he  biralto  the  di- 
8i)oylingo  fro  the  cruel  lyoun,  that  /*  to 
seyn,  he  slowh  the  lyoun  and  nijle  him  his 
skin.  Ho  smoot  the  briildes  that  hightcn  <5 
A  rpyes  with  certein  arwes.  Ho  ravisshcdo 
apples  fro  the  wakingo  dragoun,  and  his 
hand  was  the  ni«)ro  hevy  tor  tlie  gt»ldeno 
metal.  He  drow  Cerberus,  the  huund  of 
h^lle,  by  his  treble  cheyne.  He,  over-  40 
w>mer,  as  it  is  seyd.  hath  put  an  unmeko 
lord  fodtlrc  to  his  cruel  hors ;  this  is  to 
seynj  that  Hercules  fl<twh  Diomedes,  and 
made  his  hors  to  fret  en  him.     And   he, 
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45  Hercnles,  slowh  Ydra  the  »erpetU^  and 
brende  the  venim.  And  Aoheloos  the 
flood,  defouled  in  liiB  forlied,  dreynte  his 
shamefast  visage  in  his  strondes ;  this  is 
to  9tyn^  that  Achelous  coude  transfigure 

50  himself  in-to  dyverse  lyknesses ;  and,  as  he 
f aught  tcith  HercuUSy  at  the  laste  he  tomede 
him  in-to  a  bole  :  and  Hercules  hrak  ofoon 
of  his  Itomes,  and  he,  for  shame,  hidde  him 
in  his  river.     And   he,   Hercules,  caste 

55  adonn  Anthens  the  g3«imt  in  the 
strondes  of  Libie ;  and  Cacns  apaysede 
the  wratthes  of  Evander ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  Hercules  slowh  the  monstre  Cacus,  and 
apaysede  with  that  deeth  the  wrattJie  of 

60  Evander.  And  the  bristlede  boor  markede 
with  scomes  the  shuldres  of  Hercules,  the 


whiche  shuldres  the  heye  cercle  of  hrrene 
sholde  thriste.  And  the  laste  of  his  U* 
hours  was,  that  he  sustened  the  heveiM 
up-on  his  nekke  unbowed ;  and  he  de>  65 
servede  eft-sones  the  hevene,  to  ben  the 
prjs  of  his  laste  travaile.  Ooth  now 
thanne,  ye  stronge  men,  ther-as  the  heye 
wey  of  the  grete  ensaumple  ledeth  yow. 
O  nyce  men,  why  nake  ye  youre  bakkes?  70 
As  who  seyth :  O  ye  slowe  and  delicat  ncii, 
why  flee  ye  adversiUes,  and  ne  /tghten  not 
ayeins  hem  by  vertu^  to  wimten  the  mede  0/ 
the  hevene  f  For  the  erthe,  overcomen. 
yeveth  the  sterres' ;  this  is  to  seyn,  thmt,  75 
whan  that  erthely  lust  is  overcomen,  a  man 
is  maked  uxnihy  to  the  hevene. 


BOOK    V. 


Prose  L 


Direrat,  orationisque 
curstim. 


She  hadde  seyd,  and  torned  the  cours 
of  hir  resoun  to  some  othre  t  hinges  to  ben 
treted  and  to  ben  y-sped.  Thanne  seyde 
I,  'Certes,  rightful  is  thyn  amonestinge 
5  and  fnl  dig^ne  by  auctoritee.  But  that 
thou  seidest  whylom,  that  the  questioun 
of  the  divyne  purviaunce  is  enlaced  with 
many  other  questiouns,  I  understonde 
wel  and  proeve  it  by  the  same  thing.  But 

10  I  axe  yif  that  thou  wenest  that  hap  be 

any  thing  in  any  weys ;  and,  yif  thou 

wenest  that  hap   be  an^'thing,  what  is 

it?' 

Thanne  quotl  she,  '  I  haste  me  to  yilden 

15  and  assoilen  to  thee  the  dette  of  my 
bihest,  and  to  shewen  and  opnen  the  wey, 
by  which  wey  thou  mayst  come  ayein  to 
thy  contreo.  But  al-be-it  so  that  the 
thinges  which  that  thou  axest  ben  right 

20  profitable  to  knowe,  yit  ben  they  diverse 
somwhat  fro  the  path  of  my  purpos ;  and 
it  is  to  douten  that  thou  ne  be  maked 
wery  by  mis-weyes,  so  that  thou  ne  mayst 
nat  suffyce  to  mesuren  the  right  wey.* 

25  *  No  doute  thee  ther-of  nothing,'  quod  L 


*■  For,  for  to  knowen  thilke  thinges  to- 
gedere,  in  the  whiche  thinges  I  delyteme 
greetly,  that  shal  ben  to  me  in  stede  of 
reste;  sin  it  is  nat  to  douten  of  the 
thinges  folwinge,  whan  every  ayde  of  thy  .?> 
disputacioun  shal  han  be  stedefast  to  me 
by  undoutous  feith.' 

Thanne  seyde  she,  'That  manere  wol 
I  don  thee ' ;  and  bigan  to  speken  right 
thus.  *  Certes,'  quod  she,  *  yif  any  wight  i5 
difflnisshe  hap  in  this  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,  that  "  hap  is  bit3rdinge  y-brou^^t 
forth  by  foolish  moevinge  and  by  no 
knettinge  of  causes,"  I  oonferme  that  hi^ 
nis  right  naught  in  no  wyse ;  and  I  deme  4" 
al-outrely  that  hap  nis,  no  dwelleth  bat 
a  voice,  as  who  seitK,  but  an  ydel  word. 
with-outen  any  signiflcacionn  of  thing 
submitted  to  that  vois.  For  what  place 
mighte  ben  left,  or  dwellinge,  to  folye  45 
and  to  disordenaunce,  sin  that  god  ledeth 
and  oonstreineth  alle  thinges  by  ordre? 
For  this  sentence  is  verray  and  sooth, 
that  ''nothing  ne  hath  his  beinge  of 
naught " ;  to  the  whiche  sentence  none  w 
of  thise  olde  folk  ne  withseyde  never  ; 
al-be-it  so  that  they  ne  understoden  ne 
meneden  it  naught  by  god,  prince  and 
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befiimere  of  werkinge,  bat  they  casten 

55  [it]  AS  a  manere  foandement  of  subject 
material,  that  is  to  aeyny  of  the  nature  of 
ftlle  resonn.  And  yif  that  any  thing  is 
wozen  or  oomen  of  no  causes,  than  shal  it 
seme  that  thilke  thing  is  oomen  or  wozen 

Oo  of  naught;  but  yif  this  ne  may  nat  ben 
don,  thanne  is  it  nat  possible,  that  hap 
be  any  swich  thing  as  I  have  diffinisshed 
a  litel  heer^Ufom.*  *How  shal  it 
thanne  be? *  quod  L     *  Nis  ther  thanne 

65  no-thing  that  by  right  mi^  be  doped 
either  '^  hap  "  or  elles  "  aventure  of  for- 
tune " ;  or  is  ther  aught,  al-be-it  so  that 
it  is  hid  fro  the  peple,  to  which  these 
wordM  ben  covenable  ? ' 

;u     'Myn  Aristotulis,'  quod  she,    ^in  the 

book  of  his  Fhisik,  diffinissheth  this  thing 

by  short  resoun,  and  neigh  to  the  sothe.' 

'  In  which  manere?  '  quod  I. 

*  As  ofte,*  quod  she,  *  as  men  doon  any 

75  thing  for  grace  of  any  other  thing,  and 
an-other  thing  than  thilke  thing  that 
men  entenden  to  don  bitydeth  by  some 
causes,  it  is  deped  "hap."  Bight  as 
a  man  dalf  the  erthe  by  cause  of  tilyinge 

9o  of  the  feeld,  and  founde  ther  a  gobet  of 
gold  bidolyen,  thanne  wenen  folk  that  it 
is  bifiBdle  by  fortunous  bitydinge.  But, 
((a  sothe,  it  nis  nat  of  naught,  for  it  hath 
his  propre  causes ;  of  whiohe  causes  the 

I5  eoors  unforeseyn  and  unwar  semeth  to 
ban  maked  hap.  For  yif  the  tilyere  of 
the  feld  ne  dolve  nat  in  the  erthe,  and  yif 
the  hjder  of  the  gold  ne  hadde  hid  the 
gold  in  thilke  place,  the  gold  ne  hadde 

9u  nat  been  founde.  Thise  ben  thanne  the 
causes  of  the  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap, 
the  which  abregginge  of  fortuit  hap 
comth  of  causes  encountringe  and  flow- 
inge  to-gidere  to  hem-self;  and  nat  by  the 

95  mtencioun  of  the  doer.  For  neither  the 
hyder  of  the  gold  ne  the  delver  of  the 
ieeld  ne  understoden  nat  that  the  gold 
•hoide  ban  ben  founde ;  but,  as  I  sayde, 
it  bitidde  and  ran  to-gidere  that  he  dalf 

njother^as  that  other  hadde  hid  the  gold. 
Now  may  I  thus  diffinisshe  "  hap."  Hap 
is  an  unwar  bitydinge  of  causes  assem- 
bled in  thinges  that  ben  don  for  som 
other  thing.  But  thilke  ordre,  prooedinge 


by  an  uneschuable  bindinge  to-gidere,  105 
which  that  descendeth  fro  the  welle  of 
purviaunce  that  ordeineth  alle  thinges  in 
hir  places  and  in  hir  tymes,  maketh  that 
the  causes  rennen  and  assemblen  to- 
gidere,  I  lU 

HxTRB  I.    Bupis  Achemenie  icopulis^ 
vbi  uena  aequentum, 

Tigris  and  Eufrates  resolven  and 
springen  of  00  welle,  in  the  cragges  of  the 
roche  of  the  contree  of  Achemenie,  ther-as 
the  fleinge  bataile  flccheth  hir  dartes, 
retomed  in  the  brestes  of  hem  that  fol-  5 
wen  hem.  And  sone  after  tho  same 
riveres,  Tigris  and  Eufrates,  unjoinen  and 
departen  hir  wateres.  And  yif  they 
comen  to-gideres,  and  ben  assembled  and 
cleped  to-gidere  into  o  cours,  thanne  in 
moten  thilke  thinges  fleten  to-gidere 
which  that  the  water  of  the  entre- 
chaunginge  flood  bringeth.  The  shippes 
and  the  stokkes  arraced  with  the  flood 
moten  assemblen ;  and  the  wateres  y-  15 
medled  wrappeth  or  implyeth  many  for- 
tunel  hapi>e8  or  maneres;  the  whiohe 
wandringe  happes,  natheles,  thilke  de- 
dyninge  lownesse  of  the  erthe  and  the 
flowinge  ordre  of  the  slydinge  water  20 
governeth.  Bight  so  Fortune,  that  semeth 
as  that  it  fleteth  with  slaked  or  un- 
govemede  brydles,  it  suffereth  brydles, 
that  is  to  »eynj  to  he  governed^  and  passeth 
by  thiDce  lawe,  tJuU  it  to  myn^  by  thUke  25 
divyne  ordenaufwe,* 

Pbosk  U.    Animaduerto^  inquam. 

*  This  imderstonde  I  wel,'  quod  I,  *and 
I  acorde  wd  that  it  is  right  as  thou 
seyst.  But  I  axe  yif  ther  be  any  libertee 
of  free  wil  in  this  ordre  of  causes  that 
dyven  thus  to-gidere  in  hem-self ;  or  5 
dies  I  wolde  witen  yif  that  the  destinal 
cheyne  constrdneth  the  movinges  of  the 
coragesof  men?* 

*  Yis,*  quod  she ;   *  ther  is  libertee  of 
free  wiL      Ne  ther  ne  was   nevere  no  lu 
nature  of  resoun  that  it  ne  hadde  libertee 
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of  free  wil.  For  every  thing  that  may 
natnrely  nsen  reeonn,  it  hath  doom  by 
which  it  daoemeth  and  demeth  every 

15  thing ;  thanne  knoweth  it,  by  it-6elf, 
thingee  that  ben  to  fleen  and  thinget 
that  ben  to  desiren.  And  thilke  thing 
that  any  wight  demeth  to  ben  desired, 
that  axeth  or  desireth  he;  and  fleeth 

io  thilke  thing  that  he  troweth  ben  to  fleen. 
Wherfore  in  alle  thinges  that  resoun  ia, 
in  hem  also  is  libertee  of  willinge  and  of 
nillinge.  But  I  ne  ordeyne  nat,  a$  who 
seythy  I  ne  graunU  naty  that  this  libertee 

35  be  evene-lyk  in  alle  thingea.  Forwhy  in 
the  sovereines  devynes  substannces,  thai 
is  to  Myn,  in  spirits,  jngement  is  more 
oleer,  and  wil  nat  y-commped,  and  might 
redy  to  speden  thingea  that  ben  desired. 

30  But  the  soules  of  men  moten  nedes  be 
more  free  whan  they  loken  hem  in  the 
specnhhcionn  or  lokinge  of  the  devjme 
thought,  and  Usse  free  whan  they  slyden 
in-to  the  bodies  ;  and  yit  lasse  free  whan 

35  they  ben  gadered  to-gidere  and  compre- 
hended in  erthely  membres.  But  the 
laste  servage  is  whan  that  they  ben  yeven 
to  vyoes,  and  ban  y-£ftUe  from  the  pos- 
sessioun  of  hir  propre  resoun.    For  after 

40  that  they  ban  cast  awey  hir  eyen  fro  the 
light  of  the  sovereyn  soothfastnesse  to 
lowe  thinges  and  derke,  anon  they  derken 
by  the  cloude  of  ignoraunce  and  ben 
troubled    by    felonous    talents;    to    the 

45  whiche  talents  whan  they  aprochen  and 
asenten,  they  hopen  and  encresen  the 
servage  which  they  ban  joyned  to  hem- 
self ;  and  in  this  manere  they  ben  caitifs 
fro  hir    propre    libertee.      The    whiche 

50  thinges,  nathelesse,  the  lokin^  of  the 
devyne  purviannoe  seeth,  that  alle  thinges 
biholdeth  and  seeth  fro  oteme,  and  or- 
deineth  hem  everioh  in  hir  merites  as 
they  ben  predestinat :  and  U  is  Sf>yd  in 

55  Oreek,  that  ^^alle  thinges  he  seeth  and 
alle  thinges  he  hereth." 

MsxBB  IL    Puro  clarum  lumine  Phebum, 

Homer  with  the  bony  mouth,  tJuU  is  to 
seyn^  Homer  with  the  Steele  ditees^  singeth, 
that  the  Sonne  is  deer  by  pure  light ; 


natheles  yit  ne  may  it  nat,  tiy  the  infinne 
light  of  his  hemes,  breken  or  peroen  the  5 
inwarde  entrailes  of  the  erthe,  or  elles  of 
the  see.    So  ne  seeth  nat  ^od,  maker  of 
the  grete  world  :  to  him,  that  loketh  alle 
thinges  from  an  heigh,  ne  withstondeth 
nat  no  thinges  by  hevinesae  of  erthe ;  ne  10 
the  night  ne  withstondeth  nat  to  him  by 
the  blake  cloudes.     Thilke  ffod  seeth,  in 
00  strok  of  thought,  alle  thingea  that  ben, 
or  weren,  or  aholle  oomen ;  and  ilMkt 
gody  for  he  loketh  and  seeth  alle  thingas  15 
alone,  thou  mayst  seyn  that  he  is  the 
verray  Sonne.' 


Psoas  in.     Twn  ego^  at,  tMfMoak 

Thanne  aeyde  I,  *  now  am  I  confounded 
by  a  more  hard  doute  than  I  waa.' 

*  What  doute  is  that  ? '  quod  she.  '  For 
certes,  I  oonjecte  now  by  whiche  thingea 
thou  art  troubled.*  5 

*  It  semeth,*  quod  I,  *  to  repugnen  and 
to  contrarien  greetly,  that  god  knowetb 
bifom  alle  thinges,  and  that  ther  is  any 
fk«edom  of  libertee  For  3rif  so  be  that 
god  loketh  alle  thingea  bifom,  ne  god  ne  10 
may  nat  ben  deaaeived  in  no  manere, 
than  mot  it  nedea  been,  that  alle  thinges 
bityden  the  whiche  that  the  purviaonoe 
of  god  hath  aeyn  bifom  to  oomen.  For 
which,  yif  that  god  knoweth  bifom  nat  15 
only  the  werkes  of  men,  but  also  hir 
oonseiles  and  hir  willea,  thanne  ne  shal 
ther  be  no  libertee  of  arbitre  ;  ne,  certsi, 
ther  ne  may  be  noon  other  dede,  ne  no 
wil,  but  thilke  which  that  the  divyne  ao 
purviaunce,  that  may  nat  ben  deaaeivedt 
hath  feled  bifom.  For  yif  that  they 
mighten  wrythen  awey  in  othre  maoere 
tham  th^  ben  purveyed,  than  aholde  ther 
be  no  stedefast  prescience  of  thing  to  25 
comen,  but  rather  an  unoertein  opinioun : 
the  whiche  thing  to  trowen  of  god,  I  deme 
it  folonye  and  unleveful.  Ne  I  ne  proe>'e 
nat  thilke  same  resoun,  as  who  seythy  Im 
alowe  naty  or  I  ne  preyse  nat,  thilke  sam  P 
resoun^  by  which  that  som  men  wenen 
that  they  mowen  assoilen  and  unknitten 
the  knotte  of  this  questioun.  For,  oertei. 
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ibey  seyn  that  thing  m»  nat  to  oomen 

35  tor  that  the  porriaiinoe  of  god  hath  eeiyn 
it  bifom  that  is  to  oomen,  hut  rather  the 
oontxaxyef  and  thai  it  this :  that,  for  that 
the  thing  ia  to  comen,  therfore  ne  may  it 
nat  ben  hid  fro  the  poryiaonce  of  god ; 

4u  and  in  this  manere  this  neoessitee  slydeth 
ajein  in-to  the  oontrarye  partye :  ne  it 
ne  hihoTeth  nat,'nedes,  that  thinges  bi- 
dden that  ben  ponryed,  bnt  it  bihoveUi, 
nedes,  that  thinges  that  ben  to  oomen 

45  ben  y-ponr^yed :  bnt  as  it  were  y-travailed, 
<s  «eko  teifth,  thai  thUke  amwere  proeedsth 
Hfht  as  ihogh  mm  travaUedenj  or  toeren 
bUif  to  emqueren,  the  whiche  thing  is  cause 
of  the  whiche  thing : — as,  whether  the 

S>  preseienoe  is  cause  of  the  neoessitee  of 
thinges  to  oomen,  or  elles  that  the 
neoessitee  of  thinges  to  comen  is  cause 
of  the  pnrriannce.  Bnt  I  ne  enforce  me 
nat  now  to  shewen  it,  that  the  bitydinge 

55  of  thinges  y-wist  bifom  is  necessarie,.how 
so  or  in  what  manere  that  the  ordre  of 
censes  hath  it-self;  al-thogh  that  it  ne 
seme  nat  that  the  prescience  bringe  in 
neoessitee   of  bitydinge   to  thinges   to 

to  eocnen.  For  oertes,  yif  that  any  wight 
sitteth,  it  bihoveth  by  neoessitee  that  the 
opinionn  be  sooth  of  him  that  conjecteth 
that  he  sitteth  ;  and  ayeinward  also  is  it 
of  the  contraiye :  3rif  the  opinioun  be 

65  sooth  of  any  wight  for  that  he  sitteth, 
it  bihoveth  by  neoessitee  that  he  sitte. 
Thanne  is  beer  necessitee  in  that  oon 
end  in  that  other :  for  in  that  oon  is 
neoessitee  of  sittinge,  and,  certes,  in  that 

70  other  is  neoessitee  of  sooth.  But  therfore 
ne  sitteth  nat  a  wight,  for  that  the 
opinionn  of  the  sittinge  is  sooth  ;  but  the 
<^»inioun  is  rather  sooth,  for  that  a  wight 
sitteth  bifom.     And  thus,  al-thogh  that 

75  the  cause  of  the  sooth  cometh  of  that 
other  ^yde  (as  who  seylh^  that  al-thogh  the 
camss  of  tooth  comth  of  the  sUttng^  and  nat 
ef  the  trewe  opMoun\  algates  yit  is  ther 
eomnne  necessitee  in  that  oon  and  in 

80  that  othen  Thus  sheweth  it,  that  I  may 
make  semblable  skil^  of  the  purviaunce 
of  god  and  of  thinges  to  comen.  For 
sl^ogh  that,  for  that  thinges  ben  to 
comen,  ther-fore  ben  th^  purveyed,  nat, 


certes,  for  that  they  ben  purveyed,  ther-  85 
fore  ne  bityde  they  nat.    Yit  natheles, 
bihoveth  it  by  necessitee,  that  either  the 
thinges  to  comen  ben  y-purveyed  of  god, 
or  elles  that  the  thinges  that  ben  pur- 
veyed of  god  bityden.     And  this  thing  90 
only  suffiseth  y-nough  to  destroyen  the 
freedom  of  cure  arbitre,  that  is  to  seyn,  of 
oure  free  wiL    But  noyr^  oertes,  sheweth  U 
wel,  how  fer  fro  Ma  soAhA  and  how  up-so- 
doun  is  this  thing  that  we  seyn,  that  the  95 
bitydinge  of  temporel  thinges  is  cause  of 
the  eteme  prescience.    But  for  to  wenen 
that  god  purvyeth  the  thinges  to  comen 
for  they  ben  to  comen,  what  other  thing 
is  it  but  for  to  wene  that  thilke  thinges  100 
that  bitidden  whylom  ben  causes  of  thilke 
soverein  purvyaunce  thai  is  in  god  9    And 
hereto  /  adds  yii  this  thing     that,  right 
as  whan  that  I  wot  that  a  thing  is,  it 
bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  thilke  selve  105 
thing  be ;  and  eek,  whan  I  have  knowe 
that  any  thing  shal  bityden,  so  byhoveth 
it  by  necessitee  that  thilke  thing  bityde  : 
—so  folweth  it  thanne,  that  the  bitydinge 
of  the  thing  y-wist  bifom  ne  may  nat  110 
ben  eschned.    And  at  the  laste,  yif  that 
any  wight  wene  a  thing  to  ben  other 
weyes  thanne  it  is,  it  is  nat  only  un- 
scienoe,  but  it  is  deceivable  opinioun  ful 
diverse  and  fer  fro  the  sothe  of  science.  115 
Wherfore,  3df  any  thing  be  so  to  comen, 
that  the  bitydinge  of  hit  ne  be  nat  oer- 
tein  ne  necessarie,  who  may  weten  bifom 
that  thilke  thing  is  to  comen  ?  For  right 
as  science  ne  may  nat  ben  medled  with  110 
fidsnesse  {as  who  seytA,  that   yif  I  wot 
a  thing^  it  ne  may  nat  he  false  that  I  ne  wot 
it\  right  so  thilke  thing  that  is  conceived 
by  science  ne  may  nat  ben  non  other 
weys  than  as  it  is  conceived.    For  that  is  125 
the  cause  why  that  science  wanteth  losing 
{as  who  seyth,  why  that  witinge  ne  receiveth 
nat  lesinge  of€hat  it  wot) ;  for  it  bihoveth, 
by  necessitee,  that  every  thing  be  right 
as  science  comprehendeth  it  to  be.  What  13^ 
shal  I  thanne  seyn  ?    In  whiche  manere 
knoweth  god  bifom  the  thinges  to  comen, 
yif  they  ne  be  nat  certein  ?    For  3rif  that 
he  deme  that  they  ben  to  comen  un- 
eschewably,  and  so  may  be  that  it  is  135 
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possible  that  they  ne  thollen  nat  oomen, 
god  ig  deceived.  But  nat  only  to  trowen 
that  god  is  deceived,  bnt  for  to  speke  it 
with  month,  it  is  a  felonoos  sinne.     Bnt 

140  yif  that  god  wot  that,  right  so  as  thinges 
ben  to  comefty  so  shnllen  they  oomen — so 
that  he  wite  egaly,  as  tcho  seythy  imdifer- 
entlyy  that  thinges  mowen  ben  doon  or 
elles  nat  y-doon — what  is  thilke  presoienoe 

145  that  ne  oomprehendeth  no  certein  thing 
ne  stable?  Or  elles  what  difference  is 
ther  bitwize  the  prescience  and  thilke 
jape-worthy  divjminge  of  Tiresie  the 
divynour,  that  teyde :  "  Al  that  I  seye," 

150  qnod  he,  "  either  it  shal  be,  or  elles  it 
ne  shal  nat  be?"  Or  elles  how  moohel 
is  worth  the  devyne  prescience  more 
than  the  opinionn  of  mankinde,  yif  so  be 
that  it  demeth  the  thinges  oncertein,  as 

155  men  doon ;  of  the  whiche  domes  of  men 
the  bitydinge  nis  nat  certein?  Bnt  yif 
so  be  that  non  nncertein  thing  ne  may 
ben  in  him  that  is  right  certein  welle 
of  alle  thinges,  thanne  is  the  bitydinge 

160  certein  of  thilke  things  whiche  he  hath 
wist  bifom  fermely  to  oomen.  For  which 
it  folweth,  that  the  freedom  of  the  con- 
seiles  and  of  the  werkes  of  mankind  nis 
non,  sin  that  the  thoght  of  god,  that 

165  seeth  alle  thinges  without  erronr  of  faLs- 
nesse,  bindeth  and  oonstreineth  hem  to 
a  bitydinge  by  neceasitee.  And  yif  this 
thing  be  ones  y-grannted  and  received, 
tJMt  it  to  seyn^  that  ther  nis  no  free  wUle^ 

170  than  sheweth  it  wel,  how  greet  destroo- 
cionn  and  how  grete  damages  ther  folwen 
of  thinges  of  mankinde.  For  in  ydel  ben 
ther  thanne  purposed  and  bihight  modes 
to  gode  folk,  and  pejmes  to  badde  folk, 

175  sin  that  no  moevinge  of  free  corage 
volnntarie  ne  hath  nat  deserved  hem, 
that  is  to  seyn,  neither  mede  ne  peyne ;  and 
it  sholde  seme  thanne,  that  thilke  thing 
is  alderworst,  which  that  is  now  demed 

180  for  aldermost  just  and  most  rightful,  that 
is  to  seyn^  that  shrewes  ben  punisshed,  or 
elles  that  gode  folk  ben  y-gerdoned :  the 
whiche  folk,  sin  that  hir  propre  wil  ne 
sent  hem  nat  to  that  oon  ne  to  that 

185  other,  that  is  to  seyn,  neither  to  gode  ne 
to  Jutrm,  but  oonstreineth  hem  certein 


neoessitee  of  thinges  to  oomen  :   thanne 
ne  shollen  ther  nevere  ben,  ne  nevere 
weren,  vyce  ne  verto,  but  it  sholde  ratho* 
ben  conftisioun  of  alle  desertes  medled  igo 
with-outen  discrecioun.   And  yit  ther  /U- 
wetk  an-other  inconvenient^  f  than  whiche 
ther  ne  may  ben  thoght  no  more  felonoos 
ne  more  wikke  ;  amd  that  is  this :  that,  so 
as  the  ordre  of  thinges  i&y-led  and  comth  195 
of  the  purviaunce  of  god,  ne  that  no-thing 
nis  leveAil  to  the  conseiles  of  mankinde 
(as  who  seyth,  that  men  han  no  power  to 
doon  no-thing^  ne  toilne  no-4hing\  than  toL- 
weth  it,  that  oure  vyces  ben  referred  to  »j 
the  maker  of  alle  good  {at  v)ho  seyth,  than 
Mvjeth  it,  that  god  oughts  han  the  Uame  of 
mtre  vyees^  sin  he  constreineth  us  by  neces- 
sites  to  doon  vyces).    Thanne  is  ther  no 
resoun  to  hopen  in  god,  ne  for  to  pr^yen  *05 
to  god ;  for  what  sholde  any  wight  ho/pen 
to  god,  or  why  sholde  he  preyen  to  god^ 
sin  that  the  ordenaunce  of  destinee,  which 
that  ne  may  nat  ben  inolyned,  knitteUi 
and  streineth  alle  thinges  that  men  may  210 
desiren?    Thanne  sholde  ther  be  docn 
awey  thilke  only  allyaunce  bitwix^a  god 
and  men,  that  is  to  seyn,  to  hopen  and  to 
preyen.    But  by  the  prys  of  rightwisnesse 
and  of  verray  mekenesse  we  deserven  the  915 
gerdoun  of  the  divyne  grace,  which  that 
is  inestimable,  that  is  to  seyn,  that  Uiiss 
greet,  that  it  ne  may  ncU  ben  ful  y-prtyssL 
And  this  is  only  the  manere,  that  is  to 
seyn,    hope    and  preyeres,  for  which  it  2» 
semeth  that  men  mowen  speke  with  god, 
and  by  resoun  of  supplioacioun  be  cour 
joined  to  thilke  deemesse,  that  nis  nst 
aproohed  no  rather  or  that  men  besekcoi 
it  and  impetren  it.     And  yif  men  wen«  "5 
nat  that  hope  ne  preyeres  ne  han  no 
strengthes,  by  the  necessitee  of  thinges 
to  comen  y-received,  what  thing  Is  ther 
thanne  by  whiche  we  mowen  ben  con- 
joined   and    olyven    to    thilke  soverein  '.^' 
prince  of  thinges  ?  For  which  it  bihoveUi, 
by  necessitee,  that  the  linage  of  man- 
kinde, as  thou  songe  a  litel  her-bifoni, 
be  departed  and  unjoined  from,  his  welle, 
and  fallen  0/  his  bigkuUftge^  that  is  to  ii5 
seyn,  god. 
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Hntr  IIL   Quenam  diteon  /edera  rerum. 

What  diaooTdable  cause  hath  to-rent 

ad  unjoined  the  bindinge,  or fA«  (Uliaunce^ 

<f  thingei,  thai  i$  to  teyti,  the  eonjunccioun 

^ffod  amd   manf     Whiohe    god    hath 

JtiMitihed  lo   greet    bataile    bitwixen 

tUie  two  looUi&st  or  Terray  thinges, 

M  It  to  MyN,  bUusixen  the  purviaunce  of 

pi  mid  ftee  wil,  that  they  ben  singuler 

Md  devyded,  ne  that  they  ne  wolen  nat 

»  ki  medaled  ne  ooapled  to-gidere  ?    Bat 

tW  nia  no  discord  to  the  vem^  thinges, 

Wt  they  elyren,  oertein,  alwey  to  hem- 

■Ul  Bui  the  thought  of  man,  confounded 

•ad  oT«ithrovren  Yxy  the  dirke  membres 

Q  tf  the  body,  ne  may  nat,  by  fyr  of  his 

dsrted  looking,  ihaX  U  to  Myn,   by  the 

tl§mreifhU  huighte,  whyl  the  eoule  U  in 

Of  My,  knowe  the  thinne  snbtU  knitt- 

iBfasofthingea.  Butwherforeenchaofeth 

Mil  so,  I7  so  greet  love,  to  flnden  thilko 

totes  of  sooth  y-covered ;  ihtU  is  to  eeyn^ 

^*tr^rt  emOumfBth  the  Oioght  of  man  by 

m  frul  detyr  to  knowen  thilke  notijtcacione 

tte(  leu  y-Aid  under  the  eovertouret  of 

nmathf  Wot  it  anght  thilke  thing  that  it, 

desireth  to  knowe?    Aetcho 

fift  no  man  travaileth  for  to 

uU  he  woL    And  therfore 

dt  tette  mith  thuM :  but  who  travaileth  to 

P  witsn  thinges  y-knowe  ?   And  yif  that  he 

ae  knoweth  hem  nat,  what  seketh  thilke 

blindethoght?  What  is  he  that  desireth 

a^y  diing  of  which  he  wot  right  naught? 

As  who  se<tt,  who  90  deeireth  any  thing^ 

35  aedn,  mmwhat  he  knoweth  of  it ;  or  ellee, 

he  ne  eomde  nat  deeire  it    Or  who  may 

felwen  thinges  that  ne  ben  nat  y-wist? 

And  thogh  that  he  eeke  tho  thingee,  wher 

shal  he  flnde  hem  ?    What  wight,  that  is 

|oal    nnoonninge    and     ignoraont,     may 

knowen  the  forme  that  is  y-fonnde  ?  Bat 

whan  the  scale  biholdoth  and  seeth  the 

keys  thoght,  that  ia  to  eeyn,  god,  than 

knoweth  it  to-gidere  the  somme  and  the 

45  singnlaritees,  that  is  to  eeyn,  the  prindplee 

amd  ewrieh  6y  him^eelf.        Bat  now,  whyl 

}  is  hid  in  the  cloade  and  in  the 

of  the  membres  of  the  body, 

it  ne  hath  nat  al  for^yeten  it-self,  bat 


it  with-holdeth   the  somme  of  thinges,  50 
and   leseth   tho  singularitees.     Thanne, 
who-Bo  that  seeketh  soothnesse,  he  nis  in 
neither  notlier  habite ;  for  ho  noot  nat  al, 
ne  he  ne  hath  nat  al  foryeten  :  bat  ylt 
him  remembreth  the  somme  of  thinges  $$ 
that  he  with-holdeth,  and  azeth  conseil, 
and  retreteth  deepliohe  thinges  ynseyn 
bifom,  that  ia  to  eeyn^  the  grete  aomme  in 
hia  minde :   so  that  he  mowe  adden  the 
parties  that  he  hath  for-yeten  to  thilke  (x> 
that  he  hath  with-holden.' 

Prosb  IV.   Turn  ilia :  Vetua,  inquit^  hec  eat. 

Thanne  seide  she :  '  this  is,'  qaod  she, 
'  tho  olde  qaestion  of  the  purviaance  of 
god  ;  and  Marcns  Tallias,  whan  he  de- 
vydod  the  div3macioans,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  in 
hia  book  that  he  wroot  of  divynacUmnay  he  5 
moevede  gretly  this  qnestioan  ;  and  thoa 
thy-eelf  has  y-soaght  it  mochel,  and 
oatrely,  and  longe;  bat  jdt  ne  hath  it 
nat  ben  determined  no  y-sped  fermely 
and  diligently  of  any  of  yow.  And  the  10 
caase  of  this  derkenesse  and  of  this  diffi- 
caltee  is,  for  that  the  moevinge  of  the 
resoan  of  mankinde  ne  may  nat  moeven 
to  {thai  ia  to  aeyn,  applyen  orjoinen  to)  the 
simplicitee  of  the  devyne  prescience  ;  the  15 
whiche  aimplicitee  of  the  devyne  preaciencey 
yif  that  men  mighten  thinken  it  in  any 
maner,  tttat  ia  to  aeyn^  tJiat  yif  men  mighten 
thinken  and  comprehenden  tJie  thingea  aa 
god  aeeth  ?umy  thaune  ne  sholde  ther  20 
dwellcn  oatrely  no  doate :  the  whiche 
reaoun  and  cauae  ofdifficuUee  I  shal  assayc 
at  the  laste  to  she  we  and  to  speden, 
whan  I  have  first  y-spended  and  answered 
to  tho  resoans  by  which  thoa  art  y-  -»5 
moeved.  For  I  axe  why  thoa  wenest  that 
thilke  resoans  of  hem  that  assoilen  this 
qnestioan  no  ben  nat  speedful  y-nough 
ne  sufficient :  the  whiche  aoludouny  or 
the  whiche  reaoun^  for  that  it  demcth  that  30 
the  prescience  nis  nat  cause  of  nccessitee 
to  thinges  to  comen,  than  ne  weneth  it 
nat  that  freedom  of  wil  be  destorbed  or 
y-let  by  prescience.  For  ne  drawestow 
nat  arguments  from  eUes-where  of  the  .v^ 
neoessitee  of  thinges  to-comen  (as  who 
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teith^  any  other  vsey  than  thui)  Imt  that 
tMlke  thiiig(^9  thnt  the  preflcioiioo  Tfrot 
bifcim  no  mmvoti  nat  imbitj'ide?     That  t# 

40  to  $cyn^  thfil  thfy  motrn  httydf.  But 
tliaiiuo,  yif  til  at  prf^rtciQtiee  no  pntteth 
nn  noc(?ssitoo  to  tliitig^d  to  «>pieiiT  as 
ttiou  tUy-suir  lm*t  ponfeased  it  and  hi- 
knowpti  14  litel  ht)r-Mr<>m,  wbnt  c^uas  or 

45  what  id  it  iait  tcho  a^i7A,  fA^r  may  iw  tant^ 
ft*)  by  wbich  tbat  tbo  endp*  T^thintario  of 
thing^^  mig:bt4^n  }«a  cniistrcitied  to  c«rt«m 
bitydin^  ?  For  by  gmca  (*f  posit  iimn^  So 
tbftt  tbou  rnnwr*  tbo  Tjetero  anderatoli*le 

ff[i  tbia  tbat  folwotbH,  I  poao,  per  impoioilfitt, 
that  tber  bo  tio  prpscicnee.  Timnne  iiiLe 
f/  qtiod  ahp,  *  io  as  moeliel  as  apertitn^^th 
Ui  tbat,  Filiobic!ii  tbanno  th ingles  that 
<»>mfln  of  frijfl  ivil  bon  constreinml  t«  tii- 

55  tydt^n  by  nocestiteG?'  Boetx.     '^&y/ 

(J  ami  T. 

*  TlinJino  fty(*mwartL,^  qnod  she,  *  I  Bnp- 
po09  thnt  ther  be  presoicncei,  but  that  it 
no    pnttflth    no    n«>ofl^itee    to    tlung«fl ; 

(Hi  than  no  trowo  I,  t^t  thilki^  ftelvo  freedom 
nf  wiy  sbal  dweU^n  nl  hool  find  altsoint 
and  tin  bound  en.  Bnt  thon  wolt  Bpyn 
that,  al-ljc-it  50  that  preacienco  ui3  xiat 
cause  c^f  the  nccessiteo  of  bttydingre  to 

^y?  t  hinges  to  conion,  nlj^t^s  yit  it  is  a  si^^o 


maj  it  be  th«t  tho  thingea  no  lutydea.  j 
nat  tbat  bon  jr-p^xntpycd  toeomen?  But^  i 
c«ite%  rtgrht  a^  wo  trowen  thnt  Lbo^ 
thinges  wbic?b  thM  tho  purvianM  wot^i 
biforn  to  comcn  nt?  bon  n»t  to  bitydcm  j.| 
but  that  no  shoblon  wo  n^t  deiDcn  ;  bnfe^ 
mth«r,  al-thogb  tbat  tht'y  thai  bl^eOi ) 
yit  ne  have  they  no  n[e<a»9[t«o  of  h^i 
kinde  to  bitydon.  And  thin  majnto*! 
lightly  nperceiTen  by  tbtx  tbat  I  sbil 
B«yn.  For  we  seen  many  thinges  whatti 
they  b€n  don  biforn  onre  oyeu*  right  iii^ 
men  sfion  tbo  cart^m  workon  io  tlw| 
tc»mingo  or  atomrFinge  or  adre^infie  of  il 
hiso  cartos  or  cbAriot^.  And  by  tbi*  ^ 
nrnnere  (hm  icAo  t^h,  latsywtmr  ^ndffr^t&ndf)  | 
of  aQe  othere  wo^k^mi*  Is  ther  thaont  i 
any  necessitoij,  o#  who  teiik,  in  ovf*tfi 
lokinge,  that  cnnitrcinoth  or  compdktJi 
Any  ef  thilko  tbinges  to  bc^i  don  mf*  i 
Botfca.  "^  Nay/  quod  I ;  'for  in  ydel  antf  J 
in  v&jTt  MftiTQ  al  the  effect  of  crrailf  ytf  I 
tliftt  alio  thingo»  -frereu  moev«d  l^cao^4 
str^imngp  ; '  that  i>  io  wyn*  by  ^nttremm0t  1 
nfoure  p|frti  or  (tftmrt  tifjhi, 

'  The  tbingoa  tbanno/  quod  shtv  '  tli4t^  , 
whan  men  doon  bem^  tio  han  no  net^ea^  { 
dtee  that  men  doon  beui^  e«k  ibci  mmnn  t% 
tbinges,  firat  ttr  the-y  ben  doon,  they  b^ 
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74qm  biforn,  that   neoenitee   folveth 

ifftkin;  ABd  yif  neee«itee  faileth  hem, 
thqr  ne  nu^t«n  luit  ben  wist  bifom, 
ud  tlwt  no-thing  ne  may  ben  compre- 
Waded  by  ■eienoe  bat  certein ;  and  yif 
tko  thinges  that  ne  han  no  certeiu  bi> 

■Vtydtnges  ben  purveyed  as  certein,  it 
iholde  ben  dirkneoe  of  opinionn,  nat 
of  science.  And  thou 
that  it  be  diveno  fro  the  hool- 
BMW  4>f  science  that  any  mnn  sholdo 

^dMne  a  thing  to  hen  other-weys  thanne 
it  is  it-felfl  And  the  cause  of  this  errouro 
ii,  that  of  alle  the  thinges  that  every 
vi^t  hath  y-knowe,  they  wenen  that 
tko  thingva  been  y-knowe  al-oonly  by  the 

QSitreo^he  and  by  the  nature  of  the 
thinges  that  ben  y-wist  or  y-knowe ;  and 
it  is  al  the  c<»ntrarie.  For  al  that  ever 
it  j-knowe,  it  is  rather  comprehended 
tad  knowen,  nat  after  his  strengthe  and 

ifokii  nstnre,  but  after  the  facultee,  that 
k  to  KyR,  the  power  and  the  nature^  of  hem 
tkst  knowen.  And,  for  that  this  thing 
•hsi  mowen  showen  by  ashortensaumplo : 
tlu>  Mune  roundnesse  of  a  body,  other- 

*5  wfji  the  sighte  of  the  e>*e  knoweth  it, 
snd  other-wpyes  the  touch ingo.  The 
l"kinge.  \iyr  castinge  of  his  l)emes,  inraiteth 
ukI  leeth  fn^m  afer  al  the  body  to-gidere, 
*ith-onte  moeviiige  of  it-self;    but  the 

V^  toQchingo  clyveth  aD<l  conjoinoth  to  the 
i^ionde  body,  and  moevcth  abouto  the 
niTiimiiiige,  and  compreliendeth  by 
psrUm  the  roundnesse.  And  the  man 
Uni-aplf,  <ither-wey8  wit  biholdeth  him, 

175  and  (ithfrr-weys  imaginarioun,  and  other- 

»iTi  resoun.  and  other-wej's  intelligence. 

For  the  wit    c(»mprehondeth   withoute- 

^h  the  figure  of  the  body  of  the  man 

'  tlut  is  establissed  in  the  matere  subject; 

'^tat  the  imaginaci<nin  comprehendeth 
wly  the  figure  withoute  the  matere. 
Uusfmn  surmountetli  imaginacioun,  and 
dimprehendeth  by  universal  lokingo  the 
cmuane  specc  that  is  in  the  singulcr 
fcpecet.  But  the  oyo  of  intelligence  is 
heyere  ;  for  it  sumionnteth  the  cnviron- 

iage  <«f  the  nnivcrHitec,  and  lookoth,  over 

that,  by  pure  subtilitee  of  thoght,  thilke 

same  simple  forme  cif  man  thai  is  per- 


durably  in  the  divyne  thoght  In  whicho  190 
this  oughte  greetly  to  ben  considered, 
that  the  heyeste  strengthe  to  compre- 
henden  thinges  enbroseth  and  contieneth 
the  lowere  strengthe ;  but  the  lowere 
strengthe  ne  aryseth  nat  in  no  manere  195 
to  heyore  strengthe.  For  wit  ne  may 
no-thing  comprehende  out  of  matere,  ne 
the  iniap^inacioun  ne  lokcth  nat  the  uni- 
versela  spcces,  ne  resoun  takoth  nat  the 
simple  forme  ao  as  intelligence  taketh  it ;  200 
but  intoUigenco,  that  lookoth  al  abovcn, 
whan  it  hath  comprehended  the  forme, 
it  knowoth  and  demeth  alio  the  thinges 
that  ben  under  that  forme.  But  she 
knotveth  hem  in  thilke  manere  in  the  205 
whiche  it  comprehendeth  thilke  same 
simple  forme  that  no  may  never  ben 
knowon  to  none  of  that  other ;  that  is  to 
»eyn^  to  none  of  tho  three  foraeiile  thinges 
<\fthe  »o\vU.  For  it  knoweth  the  univer-  210 
sitee  of  resoun,  and  the  figure  of  tho 
imaginacioun,  and  the  sensible  material 
conceived  by  tcit ;  no  it  ne  useth  nat  nor 
of  resoun  no  of  imaginacioun  no  of  wit 
withoute-furth ;  but  it  biholdeth  alle  215 
thinges,  so  as  I  shal  scyo,  by  a  strok  of 
thought  formely,  withoute  discoure  or  col- 
lacioun.  Certes  resoun,  whan  it  lookoth 
ony-thing  universel,  it  ne  useth  nat  of 
imaginacioun,  nor  of  witto,  and  algates  230 
3'it  it  comprehendeth  tho  thing(>8  imagin- 
able and  sensible  ;  for  resoun  is  sho  that 
diffinisseth  the  universel  of  hir  conse3rto 
right  thus  : — man  is  a  resonable  two- 
fote<l  boost.  And  how  so  that  this  225 
knowinge  is  universel,  yet  nis  ther  no 
wight  that  no  woot  wel  that  a  man  is 
a  thing  imaginable  and  sensible ;  and 
this  samo  consideroth  wol  resoun  ;  but 
that  nis  nat  by  imaginacioun  nor  by  wit,  230 
but  it  looketh  it  by  a  resonablo  concep- 
cioun.  Also  imaginacioun,  al-l)e-it  so  that 
it  takoth  of  wit  tho  boginninges  to  seen 
an<l  to  formen  tho  figures,  algates,  al- 
thogh  that  wit  ne  were  nat  present,  yit  ai*; 
it  environeth  and  rom])rehendeth  alio 
thinges  sensible  ;  nat  by  resoun  sensible 
of  deminge,  but  by  resoun  imaginatif. 
Seestow  nat  thanne  that  idle  tho  thinges, 
in  knowinge,  usen  more  of  hir  facultee  24^* 
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or  of  hir  powor  thai  ifcty  ■JodR  -4^  <k< 
/acuUte  or  power  of  thinges  that  ben  y- 
knowe  ?  Ne  that  ni«  nat  wrong ;  for  mo 
as  every  jogement  is  the  dede  or  doinge 
245  of  him  that  demeth,  it  bihoveth  that 
every  wight  performe  the  werk  and  hii 
entencioon,  nat  of  foreine  power,  bat  of 
his  propre  power. 


MBTftK  IT.     Quondam  porticui  aUuUL 

The  Porche,  thai  it  to  teyn,  a  gate  of 
ihe  town  of  Aih«M»  ther-a$  philoeophree 
hodden  hir  eonffregadoun  to  deeputen^ 
thilke  Porohe  bronghte  som-tyme  olde 

5  men,  tol  derke  in  hir  sentences,  that 
is  to  teyn,  phUoeophret  that  hightem 
Stoiciens^  that  wenden  that  images  and 
sensibilitees,  that  iatoeeyn,  eemSble imagin' 
ocuMifw,  or  eUee  imaginacioune  of  temMOAe 

10  thingeSy  weren  empreinted  in-to  sowles 
fro  bodies  withoate-forth  ;  om  who  miUK^ 
thai  thOke  Stoiciens  wenden  that  the  eowU 
hadde  hen  naked  of  itrtelf^  at  a  miirour  or 
a  dene  pardtenUn,  90   thai   dUe  figwru 

15  moftenyfriC  eomenfro  thingeefro  withoute^ 
forth  in4o  eowUi^  and  hen  empreinted  in4o 
eowUe :  Text :  right  as  we  ben  wont  som- 
tyme,  by  a  swifte  pointel,  to  ficohen 
lettres  empreinted  in  the  smothenesse  or 

20  in  the  pleinnesse  of  the  table  of  wex  or 
in  pardtemin  that  ne  hath  no  figure  ne 
note  in  it.  Glose.  But  now  argueth 
Boeee  ayeine  that  opMotm,  and  eeith  thut : 
Bat  yif  the   thryvinge    sowle   ne    on- 

25  pleyteth  no-thing,  that  ia  to  teyn,  ne  doth 
no-thing,  by  his  propre  moevinges,  bat 
saffreth  and  lyth  sabgit  to  tho  flgares 
and  to  tho  notes  of  bodies  withoate-forth, 
and  yildeth  images  ydel  and  veyn  in  the 

30  manere  of  a  miroar,  whennes  thiyveth 
thanne  or  whennes  oomth  thilke  know- 
inge  in  oar  sowle,  that  discemeth  and 
biholdeth  alle  thinges  ?  And  whennes  is 
thilke  strengthe  that  biholdeth  the  singn- 

35  ler  thinges ;  or  whennes  is  the  strengthe 
that  devydeth  thinges  y-knowe;  and 
thilke  strengthe  that  gadereth  to-gidere 
the  thinges  devyded  ;  and  the  strengthe 
that   oheseth   his   entreohaonged  wey? 


For  flom-^one  it  heveth  ap  the  hered,  40 
thai  i§  to  teyn,  that  Uhemlh^  ate  ewtm- 
doun  to  right  hege  thingee ;  and  som-tyaie 
it  descendeth  in-to  ri^t  lowe  thingesi 
And  whan  it  retometh  in-to  hlm^eelf, 
it  reproeveth  and  destroyeth  the  false  45 
thinges  by  the  trewe  thinges.    Certes, 
this  strengthe  is  cause  more  efficient, 
and  moohel  nM>re  mighty  to  teen  amd  to 
knowe  thinget,  than    thilke    cause  that 
suffreth  and  reoeiveth  the  notes  and  the  ^ 
figures  impressed  in  maner  of  matere. 
Algatea  the  passioun,  that  ia  to  sqfN,  IA« 
e^/inraunee  or  the  wit,  in  the  quike  body, 
goth  bifom,  exdtinge  and  moevinge  the 
strengthes  of  the  thought.     Bight  so  as  55 
whan  that  cleemesse  smyteth  the  ey»i 
and  moeveth  hem  to  seen,  or  right  so  as 
vois  or  soun  hurteleth  to  the  erM  amd 
eommoeveth  hem  to  herkne,  than  is  the 
strengthe  of  the  thought  y-moeved  and  ^ 
excited,  and  depeth  forth,  to  semblable 
moevinges,  the  speces  that  it  halt  with- 
inne  it-self;   and  addeth  tho  speces  to 
the  notes  and  to  the  thinges  withoate- 
forth,  and  medleth  the  images  of  thinges  ^ 
withoate-forth   to   tho   formes    y-hidde 
with-inne  him-sel£ 


Prosx  Y.    Quod  ri  in  corporUme  aentiendie. 

But  what  3rif  that  in  bodies  to  ben 
feled,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  in  the  takinga  of 
knoweUxhinge  ofhodUy  thingea,  and  al-be- 
it  so  that  the  qualitees  of  bodies,  that 
ben  objecte  ftro  withoute-forth,  moeven  5 
and  entalenten  the  instruments  of  the 
wittes ;  and  al-be-it  so  that  the  pessioun 
of  the  body,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  the  wU  or  the 
si^^Vatmee,  goth  to-fom  the  strengthe  of 
the  workinge  corage,  the  which  passioun  10 
or  suffraunce  depeUi  forth  the  dede  of 
the  thoght  in  him-self,  and  moeveth  and 
exciteth  in  this  mene  whyle  the  formes 
that  resten  withinne-forth  ;  and  yif  that, 
in  sensible  bodies,  as  I  have  seyd,  our  15 
corage  nis  nat  y-taught  or  empreinted 
by  passioun  to  knowe  thiae  thtngaa,  bot 
demeth  and  knoweth,  of  his  owne 
strengthe,    the  passioan   or   saffraanoe 
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ao  iobject  to  the  body :  moohe  more  thanne 
tho  thinges  that  ben  absolat  and  quite 
60  alle  talents  or  affeccionns  of  bodies, 
a$  god  or  Aif  aungelea^  ne  folwen  nat  in 
diseeminge  thinges  object  fro  withonte- 

35  forth,  bttt  they  acoomplisshen  and  speden 
the  dede  of  hir  thoght.  By  this  resoon 
thanne  ther  oomen  many  maner  know- 
inges  to  dyverse  and  differinge  snb- 
staonces.     For  the  wit  of  the  body,  the 

fi  whiche  wit  is  naked  and  despoiled  of 
alle  other  knowinges,  thilke  wit  comth 
to  beestes  that  ne  mowen  nat  moeven 
hem-self  her  and  ther,  as  oyttres  and 
mMKuUtf  and  other  mciche  shelle-fish  of 

^S  the  see,  that  dyven  and  ben  norisshed 
torochee.  Bnt  the  imaginacionn  comth 
to  lemnable  beestes,  that  semen  to  han 
talent  to  fleen  or  to  desiren  any  thing. 
But  reeonn  is  al-only  to  the  linage  of 

40  msnkiTide,  right  as  intelligence  is  only 
[to]  the  deyyne  nature :  of  which  it  fol- 
weth,  that  thilke  knowinge  is  more  worth 
than  thise  othre,  sin  it  knoweth  by  his 
propre  nature  nat  only  his  subject,  a$ 

45  «ko  seitA,  it  ne  kwweth  nat  al-^mly  that 
vptrUendh  properly  to  his  Jmounnge^  but 
it  knoweth  the  subjects  of  alle  other 
knowinges.  But  how  shal  it  thanne  be, 
yif  that  wit  and  imaginacionn  stryven 

50  ayein  resoninge,  and  seyn,  that  of  thilke 
imiyersel  thing  that  resoun  weneth  to 
seen,  that  it  nis  right  naught?  For  vnt 
Md  imaffinacioun  seyn  that  that,  that  is 
eensiUe  or  imaginable,  it  ne  may  nat  be 

55  luuTeneL  Thanne  is  either  the  juge- 
Bttent  of  resoun  sooth,  ne  that  ther  nis 
nothing  sensible ;  or  elles,  for  that  resoun 
'*ot  wel  that  many  thinges  ben  subject 
to  wit  and  to  imaginacioun,  thanne  is 

60  the  oonoepcioun  of  resoun  veyn  and  false, 
vhioh  that  loketh  and  comprehendeth 
that  that  is  sensible  and  singuler  as 
oniTereeL  And  yif  that  resoun  wolde 
answeren  ayein  to  thise  two,  that  is  to 

^5«ya,  to  wiUe  and  to  ifnaginacioun^  and 
MQm,  that  soothly  she  hir-self,  that  is  to 
'(ys,  reatwn,  loketh  and  comprehendeth, 
hy  reeonn  of  universalitee,  bothe  that 
that  is  sensible  and  that  that  is  imagin- 
70  aUe ;  and  that  thilke  two,  that  is  to  seyn, 
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wit  and  imaginacioun,  ne  mowen  nat 
strecchen  ne  enhansen  hem-self  to  the 
knowinge  of  universalitee,  for  that  the 
knowinge  of  hem  ne  jxiay  exceden  ne 
surmounte  the  bodily  figures :  certes,  of  75 
the  knowinge  of  thinges,  men  oughten 
rather  yeven  credence  to  the  more  stede* 
fast  and  to  the  more  parfit  jugement. 
In  this  maner  stryvinge  thanne,  we 
that  han  strengthe  of  resoninge  and  of  80 
imaginingo  and  of  wit,  that  is  to  seyn, 
by  resoun  and  by  imctginacioun  and  by  wit, 
we  sholde  rather  preyse  the  cause  of 
resoun ;  as  who  seith,  than  the  cause  of 
wU  and  cfimaginacioun.  85 

Semblable  thing  is  it,  that  the  resoun 
of  mankinde  ne  weneth  nat  that  the 
deyyne  intelligence  bi-holdeth  or  know- 
eth thinges  to  comen,  but  right  as  the 
resoun  of  mankinde  knoweth  hem.  For  90 
thou  arguest  and  seyst  thus :  that  yif 
it  ne  seme  nat  to  men  that  some  thinges 
han  certein  and  necessarie  bitydinges, 
they  ne  mowen  nat  ben  wist  bifom  cer^ 
teinly  to  bityden.  And  thanne  nis  ther  95 
no  prescience  of  thilke  thinges ;  and  yif 
we  trowe  that  prescience  be  in  thise 
thinges,  thanne  is  ther  no-thing  that  it 
ne  bitydeth  by  necessitee.  But  certes, 
yif  we  mighten  han  the  jugement  of  the  100 
devjrne  thoght,  as  we  ben  parsoneres  of 
resoun,  right  eo  as  we  han  demed  that 
it  behoveth  that  imaginacioun  and  wit 
be  binethe  resoun,  right  so  wolde  we 
demen  that  it  were  rightful  thing,  that  iq5 
mannes  resoun  oughte  to  submitten  it- 
self and  to  ben  binethe  the  divyne 
thoght.  For  which,  yif  that  we  mowen, 
as  who  seith,  that,  yif  th€U  we  mowen, 
I  counseyle,  that  we  enhanse  us  in-to  the  1 10 
heighte  of  thilke  sovereyn  intelligence ; 
for  ther  shal  resoun  wel  seen  that,  that 
it  ne  may  nat  biholden  in  it-self.  And 
certes  that  is  this,  in  what  maner  the 
prescience  of  god  seeth  alle  thinges  cer-  1 15 
teins  and  diffinisshed,  al-thogh  they  ne 
han  no  certein  issues  or  bitydinges;  ne 
this  is  non  opinioun,  but  it  is  rather  the 
simplicitee  of  the  sovere3ni  science,  that 
nis  nat  enclosed  nor  y-shet  within  none  lao 
boundes. 
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Mktbs  Y.     Quam  uariit  terris  animaUa 
permeant  figuria. 

The  beestes  passen  by  the  erthes  by  Ail 
diverse  figures.  For  som  of  hem  han  hir 
bodies  stranght  and  orepen  in  the  dust, 
and  drawen  after  hem  a  tras  or  a  forah 
5  y-oontinaed  ;  that  i$  to  aeyn^  a$  nadre$  or 
$nakes.  And  other  beestes,  by  the  wan- 
dringe  lightnesse  of  hir  winges,  beten  the 
windeSf  and  over^wimmen  the  siMtoes  of 
the  longe  esrr  by  moist  fleeinge.  And  other 

lo  beestes  gladen  hem-self  to  diggen  hir  tras 
or  hir  steppes  in  the  erthe  with  hir  goings 
or  with  hir  feet,  and  to  goon  either  by 
the  grene  feldes,  or  elles  to  walken  nnder 
the  wodes.    And  al-be-it  so  that  thon 

15  seest  that  they  alle  disoorden  by  diverse 
formes,  algates  hir  faces,  enolined,  hevieth 
hir  dnlle  wittes.  Only  the  linage  of  man 
heveth  heyeste  his  heye  heved,  and 
stondeth  light  with  his  ap-right  body, 

ao  and  biholdeth  the  erthes  under  him. 
And,  but-yif  thou,  erthely  man,  wexest 
yvel  out  of  thy  wit,  this  figure  amonesteth 
thee,  that  axest  the  hevene  with  thy 
righte  visage,  and  hast  aresrsed  thy  fore* 

35  heved,  to  beren  up  a-heigh  thy  oorage ; 
so  that  thy  thoght  no  be  nat  y-hevied  ne 
put  lowe  under  fote,  sin  that  thy  body  is 
so  heye  areysed. 

Pbose  VL     Quoniam  igituTj  t^pauUo 
ante. 

Therfor  thanne,  as  I  have  shewed  a 
litel  her-bifom,  that  al  thing  that  is 
y-wist  nis  nat  knowen  by  his  nature 
propre,  but  by  the  nature  of  hem  that 
5  comprehenden  it,  lat  us  loke  now,  in  as 
moohel  as  it  is  leveful  to  us,  <m  toho  teithy 
lat  U9  loke  now  at  100  mowen,  whioh  that 
the  estat  is  of  the  devyne  substaunoe ;  so 
that  we  mowen  eek  knowen  what  his 

10  science  is.  The  commune  jugement  of 
alle  creatures  resonables  thanne  is  this: 
that  god  is  eteme.  Lat  us  considere 
thanne  what  is  etemitee ;  for  oertes  that 
shal    shewen  us  to-gidere    the    devyne 

15  nature  and  the  devyne  science.  Eter- 
nitee,  thanne,  is  parfit  possessioun  andal- 


togidere  of  lyf  interminable;  and  that 
sheweth  more  deerly  by  the  oomparisonn 
or  the  ooUacioun  of  temporel  thingMi 
For  al  thing  that  liveth  in  tyme  it  is 
present,  and  prooedeth  fro  preterits  in4o  » 
futures,  that  i$  to  teyn,  fro  tjfme  pamed 
in4o  tyme  eominge ;  ne  ther  nis  no-thing 
establisshed  in  tjrme  that  may  embracen 
to-gider  al  the  space  of  his  lyl  For 
certes,  yit  ne  hath  it  taken  the  tyme  of  ^ 
to-morwe,  and  it  hath  lost  the  tyme  of 
yisterday.  And  certes,  in  the  lyf  of  this 
day,  ye  ne  liven  no  more  but  right  as  in 
the  moevable  and  transitorie  moment. 
Thanne  thilke  thing  that  ^uffireth  tern-  f* 
porel  oondioioun,  al-thogh  that  it  never 
bigan  to  be,  ne  thogh  it  never  cese  for  to 
be,  as  Aristotle  demed  of  the  world,  and 
al-thogh  that  the  lyf  of  it  be  strecdied 
with  infinitee  of  tyme,  yit  algates  nis  35 
it  no  swich  thing  that  men  migfaten 
trowen  by  right  that  it  is  eteme.  Fbr 
al-thogh  that  it  comprehende  and  em- 
brace the  space  of  lyf  inflnit,  yit  algates 
ne  embraoeth  it  nat  the  space  of  the  Ijf  4*' 
al-togider ;  for  it  ne  hath  nat  the  futures 
that  ne  ben  nat  yit,  neUne  haih  no  lenger 
the  preterite  that  ben  y-doon  or  y^pamed. 
But  thilke  thing  thanne,  that  hath  and 
comprehendeth  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of  45 
the  lyf  interminable,  to  whom  ther  ne 
faUetii  naught  of  the  fViture,  and  to  whom 
ther  nis  naught  of  the  preterit  esc^ied 
nor  y-passed,  thilke  same  is  y-witaessed 
and  y-proeved  by  right  to  be  eteme.  And^i 
it  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  thilks 
thing  be  al-wey  present  to  him-self,  and 
compotent ;  as  who  eeith,  al^oey  preeentto 
him-e^f  and  90  mighty  that  at  he  right  at 
hiepleeaunee;  and  that  he  have  al  present  55 
the  infinitee  of  the  moevable  tyme. 
Wher-for  som  men  trowen  wrongfully 
that,  whan  they  heren  that  it  semede  to 
Plato  that  this  world  ne  hadde  never 
beginninge  of  tyme,  ne  that  it  never  fic 
shal  han  Mlinge,  they  wenen  in  this 
maner  that  this  world  be  maked  coeteme 
with  his  maker ;  as  who  eeitK,  they  wem 
that  thie  world  and  god  hen  maked  togider 
eteme,  and  that  ie  a  wrong/^  wemnge,  65 
For  other  thing  is  it  to  ben  y-lad  by  lyf 
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mterminftble,  bb  Flftio  granntod  to  the 
world,  ftnd  other  thing  is  it  to  embrace 
to^er  al  the  present  of  the  lyf  inter- 

70  minablef  the  whiche  thing  it  is  deer  and 
manifest  that  it  is  propre  to  the  devjme 
thoght 

Ne  it  ne  sholde  nat  semen  tons,  thatgod 
is  elder  thanne  thingea  that  ben  y-maked 

j$  bj  qnantitee  of  tyme,  bat  rather  by  the 
propretee  of  his  simple  nature.  For  this 
Hke  infinit  moeringe  of  temporel  thinges 
folweth  this  presentarie  estat  of  lyf  on- 
moerable;  and  so  as  it   ne   m^y  nat 

80  ooontrefeten  it  ne  feynen  it  ne  be  even- 
lyke  to  it  for  the  inmoeyabletee,  that  ia  to 
Kyn,  that  i$  in  the  etemOee  oT  god,  it 
fttleth  and  fiilleth  in-to  moeringe  fto  the 
amplicitee  of  the  presence  a/  god,  and 

Qs  disenoreseth  in-to  the  inilnit  qnantitee  of 
ftttore  and  of  preterit :  and  so  as  it  ne 
nay  nat  han  to-gider  al  the  plentee  of 
the  lyf,  algates  yit,  for  as  moche  as  it  ne 
osseth  nerer  for  to  ben  in  som  maner,  it 

90  semeth  som-del  to  ns,  that  it  folweth  and 
resemUeth  thilke  thing  that  it  ne  may 
nat  atayne  to  ne  ftilfillen,  and  bindeth 
itself  to  som  maner  presence  of  this  litel 
snd  swifte  moment :  the  which  pretence 

95  ^flUf  UM  and  ewifte  moment,  for  that  it 
btfelh  a  maner  image  or  lyknesse  of  the 
sj-dwellinge  presence  0/  god,  it  grannt- 
eth,  to  swiche  maner  thinges  as  itbitydeth 
to,  that  it  semeth  hem  as  thise  thingea 

100  hen  p4>em,  and  ben. 

And,  for  that  the  preeenee  of  twich  Utet 
nomewi  ne  may  nat  dwelle,  ther-for  it 
laTisshed  and  took  the  infinit  w^  of 
tyme,  thai  ia  to  eeyn,  hy  euceeaaioun  ;  and 

105  liy  this  maner  is  it  y-doon,  for  that  it 
■holde  oontinae  the  lyf  in  goinge,  of  the 
whiche  lyf  it  ne  mighte  nat  enbraoe  the 
plentee  in  dwellinge.  And  for-thy,  yif 
ve  w<dlen    patten    worthy    names    to 

110  thinges,  and  folwen  Plato,  lat  as  aeye 
tbanne  soothly,  that  god  is  eteme,  and 
the  world  is  perpetaeL  Thanne,  sin  that 
•very  ji^gement  knoweth  and  oomprehend- 
eth  by  his  owne  natare  thinges  that  ben 

"5  nbject  on-to  him,  ther  is  soothly  to  god, 
il-weys,  an  eteme  and  presentarie  estat ; 
ttd  the  science  of  him,  that  over>passeth 
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al  temporel  moevement,  dwelleth  in  the 
simplicitee  of  his  presence,  and  embraceth 
and  considereth  alle  the  inflnit  spaces  of  i^ 
tymes,  preterits  and  fVitares,  and  loketh, 
in  his  simple  knowinge,  alle  thinges  0/ 
preterit  right  as  they  weren  y-doon  pre- 
sently right  now.  Tif  thoa  wolt  thanne 
thenken  and  avyse  the  prescience,  by  125 
which  it  knoweth  alle  thinges,  thoa  ne 
shal  nat  demon  it  as  prescience  of  thinges 
to  comen,  bat  thoa  shalt  demon  it  more 
rightfolly  that  it  is  science  of  presence  or 
of  instaance,  that  never  ne  faileth.  For  130 
which  it  nis  naty-deped  "providence,*' 
bat  it  sholde  rather  ben  doped  **par- 
viaonce,"  that  is  establisshed  fhl  fer  fro 
right  lowe  thinges,  and  biholdeth  from 
a-fer  alle  thinges,  right  as  it  were  fro  the  i35 
heye  heigh  te  of  thinges.  Why  axestow 
thanne,  or  why  despatestow  thanne,  that 
thilke  thinges  ben  doon  by  necessitee 
whiche  that  ben  y-se3^  and  knowen  by 
the  devyne  sighte,  sin  that,  forsothe,  men  14*1 
ne  maken  nat  thilke  thinges  necessarie 
which  that  they  seen  ben  y-doon  in  hir 
sighte  ?  For  addeth  thy  biholdlnge  any 
neceesitee  to  thilke  thinges  that  thou 
biholdest  presente  ? '        *  Nay,'  qaod  L      H5 

PhUoaophie,  *Certes,  thanne,  if  men 
mighte  maken  any  digne  comparisoan  or 
colladoan  of  the  presence  devyne  and  of 
the  presence  of  mankinde,  right  so  as  ye 
seen  some  thinges  in  this  tempord  pre-  150 
sent,  right  so  seeth  god  alle  thinges  by 
his  eteme  present.  Wher-fore  this  de- 
vyne prescience  ne  chaangeth  nat  the 
natare  ne  the  propretee  of  thinges,  bat 
biholdeth  swiche  thinges  present  to  him-  155 
ward  as  they  shoUen  bityde  to  3row-ward 
in  tyme  to  comen.  Ne  it  confoandeth 
nat  the  jogement  of  thinges ;  bat  by  o 
sighte  of  his  thought,  he  knoweth  the 
thinges  to  comen,  as  wel  necessarie  as  nat  160 
necessarie.  Bight  so  as  whan  ye  seen 
to-gider  a  man  walken  on  the  erthe  and 
the  Sonne  arysen  in  the  hevene,  al-be-it  so 
that  ye  seen  and  biholden  that  oon  and 
that  other  to-gider,  yit  nathdes  ye  demon  165 
and  discemen  that  that  oon  is  volantarie 
and  that  other  necessarie.  Bight  so 
thanne  the  devyne  lookinge,  bihddinge 
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alio  tlung««  onder  him,  n«  troahleth  luit 

i7«>  the  qiuditee  of  thixigea  that  ben  certeinlj 
preaent  to  him-ward  ;  bat,  as  to  the  con- 
dicioon  <^  tyme,  fonothe,  they  ben 
fntnre.  For  which  it  folweth,  that  this 
nis  noon  <^inioan,  bnt  rather  a  stedefast 

■75  knowinge,  j-«trengthed  by  soothnoMO, 
that,  whanne  that  god  knoweth  anything 
to  be,  he  ne  onwot  nat  that  thilke  thing 
vanteth  necessiteo  to  be  ;  tku  is  to  seyn, 
that  J  toham  that  god  knoweth  any  thing  to 

180  biiydtf  he  wot  tcel  that  it  ne  hath  no  neees- 
tUee  to  bitgde.  And  yif  thoa  seyst  heer, 
that  thilke  thing  that  god  seeth  to 
bityde,  it  ne  may  nat  nnbityde  (as  toho 
eeith,  U  mot  bUgde\  and  thilke  thing  that 

185  ne  may  nat  nnbityde  it  mot  bityde  by 
neoessitee,  and  that  thoa  streyne  me  by 
this  name  of  necessitee  :  certes,  I  wol  wel 
confessen  and  biknowe  a  thing  of  fdl  sad 
troathe,  bat  onnethe  shal  ther  any  wight 

190  mowe  men  it  or  come  ther-to,  bat-yif  that 
he  be  biholder  of  the  devyne  thoght.  For 
I  wol  answeren  thee  thas:  that  thilke 
thing  that  is  fntore,  whan  it  is  referred 
to  the  dev3me  knowinge,  thanne  is  it 

195  necessarie  ;  bat  oertes,  whan  it  is  nnder- 
stonden  in  his  owne  kinde,  men  seen 
it  is  oatrely  free,  and  absolat  Jiro  alle 
neceseitee. 

For  oertes,  ther  ben  two  maneres  of 

300  necessitee.  That  oon  necessitee  is  simple, 
as  thas :  that  it  bihoveth  by  neoessitee, 
that  alle  men  be  mortal  or  deedly. 
Another  necessitee  is  oonditionel,  as  thas : 
yif  thoa  wost  that  a  man  walketh,  it 

S05  bihoveth  by  necessitee  that  he  walke. 
Thilke  thing  thanno  that  any  wight  hath 
y-knowe  to  be,  it  ne  may  ben  non  other 
weyes  thanne  he  knoweth  it  to  be.  Bat 
this  condicioan  ne  draweth  nat  with  hir 

a  10  thilke  necessitee  simple.  For  certes,  this 
necessitee  conditionel^  the  propre  natare 
of  it  ne  maketh  it  nat,  bat  the  adjeccioon 
of  the  condicioan  maketh  it.  For  no  ne- 
cessitee ne  constreyneth  a  man  to  gon, 

215  that  goth  by  his  propre  wil;  al-be-it  so 
that,  whan  he  goth,  that  it  is  necessarie 
that  he  goth.  Bight  on  this  same  manor 
thanne,  yif  that  the  parviaance  of  god 
seeth  any  thing  present,  than  mot  thilke 


I  thing  ben  by  necessitee,  al-thogh  that  it  330 
-  ne  hare  no  neoessitee  of  his  owne  natoie. 
I  Bat  certes,  the  fVitares  that  bityden  by  free- 
I  d<Mn  of  arbitre,  god  seeth  hem  alle  to-gider 
present.  Thise  thinges  thanne,  yif  they 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  sighte,  thanne  ^5 
ben  they  maked  necessarie  by  the  con- 
dicioan of  the  devyne  knowinge.  Bot 
certes,  yif  thilke  thinges  be  considered  by 
hem-self,  th^y  ben  absolat  q/  necmtttfj 
and  ne  forleten  nat  ne  cesen  nat  of  the  xp 
libertee  of  hir  owne  nature.  Thanne, 
certes,  with-oate  doate,  alle  the  thinges 
shoUen  ben  doon  which  that  god  wot 
bifom  that  they  ben  to  oomen.  Bat  som 
of  hem  oomen  and  bityden  of  free  arbitre  135 
or  of  free  wUle,  that,  sJ-be-it  so  that  they 
bityden,  yit  algates  ne  lese  they  nat  hir 
propre  natare  in  beinge;  by  the  which 
first,  or  that  they  weren  y-doon,  th^ 
hadden  power  nat  to  ban  bitid.*  Boeee.  240 
*■  What  is  this  to  seyn  thanne,'  quod  I, 
*  that  thinges  ne  ben  nat  necessarie  hjf  hir 
propre  nature^  so  as  they  comen  in  alle 
maneres  in  the  lyknesse  of  necessitee  by 
the  condicioan  of  the  devyne  science  V     245 

*  This  is  the  difference,' qaod  she;  'that 
the  thinges  that  I  parposede  thee  a  litel 
heer-bifom,  that  is  to  soyn,  the  sonne 
arysinge  and  the  man  walkings,  that, 
ther-whyles  that  thilke  thinges  been  y-  ^5' 
doon,  they  ne  nughte  nat  ben  ondoon; 
natheles,  that  oon  of  hem,  or  it  wsi 
y-doon,  it  bihoved  by  necessitee  that  it 
was  y-doon,  bat  nat  that  other.  Right  so 
is  it  here^  that  the  thinges  that  god  bath  255 
present,  with-oate  doate  they  shoUen 
been.  Bat  som  of  hem  descendeth  of  the 
natare  of  thinges,  as  the  sonne  arysinge ; 
and  som  descendeth  of  the  power  of  the 
doeres,  as  the  man  uxUkinge,  Thanne  ^ 
seide  I  no  wrong,  that  yif  these  thinges 
ben  referred  to  the  devyne  knowinge, 
thanne  ben  they  necessarie ;  and  yif  they 
ben  considered  by  hem-self,  thanne  ben 
they  absolat  fro  the  bond  of  necessitee.  ^ 
Bight  so  as  alle  thinges  that  apereth  or 
sheweth  to  the  wittes,  yif  thoa  referre  it 
to  resoan,  it  is  oniversel ;  and  yif  then 
referre  it  or  loke  it  to  it-self,  than  is  it 
singnler.     Bat  now,  yif  thoa  seyst  thas,  >7^ 
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that  yif  it  be  in  my  power  to  chaunge  my 
imrpos,  thAn  shal  I  voide  the  pnrviaance 
i^f  god,  whan  that,  peraventnre,  I  shal 
ban  chaonged  the  thinges  that  he  know- 

:;5  eth  hifom,  thanne  ahal  I  answere  thee 
thus.  Certes,  thon  mayst  wel  ohannge 
thy  pnrpoe;  bnt,  for  as  mochel  as  the 
present  soothnesse  of  the  devyne  pnr- 
viaonce    biholdeth     that     thon    mi^yst 

sSochaonge  thy  pnrpos,  and  whether  thon  ' 
wolt  chaonge  it  or  no,  and  whiderward 
that  thon  tome  it,  thon  ne  majrst  nat 
eschaen  the  devyne  prescience ;  right  as 
th<m  ne  mayst  nat  fleen  the  sighte  of  the 

285  presente  eye,  al-thongh  that  thon  tome 
thy-self  by  thy  free  wil  in-to  dyverse 
acoioans.  But  thon  mayst  seyn  ayein : 
"  How  shal  it  thanne  be  ?  Shal  nat  the 
dcTyne  science  be  channged  by  my  dis- 

290  posicioim,  whan  that  I  wol  o  thing  now, 
and  now  another  ?  And  thilke  prescience, 
ne  semeth  it  nat  to  entrechannge  stoondes 
ofknowinge;"*  a»  tcho  9eUhj  ne  thai  it  not 
»em€  to  ta,  that  the  devyne  pretcience  entre- 

ji;5  dtaungeth  hi»e  dyverte  stoundea  of  knoto- 

hge,  90  that  it  knowe  tumrtyme  o  thing  and 

»tmriyme   the   contrarie    of  (hat    thing  f 

'  Xo,  forsothe,'  quod  I. 

PhiUmphie.    *For  the    devyne    sighte 

jQurenneth  to-fom  and  seeth  alio  futures, 
»nd  depeth  hem  ayein,  and  retometh 
hem  to  the  presence  of  his  propre  know- 
inge ;  ne  he  ne  entrechaungeth  nat,  so  as 
thoa  wenest,  the  stonndes  of  forknow- 

305  u^Y  as  now  this,  now  that ;  but  he  ay- 
dwellinge  comth  bifom,  and  embraoeth 
9i  0  strook  alle  thy  mutacionns.  And  this 
presence  to  comprehenden  and  to  seen 
ollfi  thinges,  god  ne  hath  nat  taken  it  of 

31U  the  bitydinge  of  thinges  to  come,  but  of  his 


propre  simplicitee.  And  her-l^  is  assoiled 
thilke  thing  that  thon  pnttest  a  litel 
her-bifom,  that  i»  to  seyn,  that  it  is  un- 
worthy thing  to  seyn,  that  our  futures 
yeven  cause  of  the  science  of  god.  For  315 
certes,  this  strengthe  of  the  devyne 
science,  which  that  embraceth  alle 
thinges  by  his  presentarie  knowinge, 
establissheth  maner  to  alle  thinges,  and 
it  ne  oweth  naught  to  latter  thinges  ;  and  3^0 
sin  that  these  thinges  ben  thus,  that  i»  to 
seyn,  tin  that  neeettitee  nit  nat  in  thinges  by 
the  devyne  preteience^  than  is  ther  freedom 
of  arbitre,  that  dwelleth  hool  and  un- 
wemmed  to  mortal  men.  Ne  the  lawes  ne  325 
purpoeen  nat  wikkedly  medes  and  pcynes 
to  the  willinges  of  men  that  ben  un- 
bounden  and  quite  of  alle  necessitee.  And 
god,  biholder  and  for-witer  of  alle  thinges, 
dwelleth  above ;  and  the  present  etemitee  330 
of  his  sighte  renneth  alwey  with  the 
dyverse  qualitee  of  oure  dedes,  dispens- 
inge  and  orde3minge  modes  to  goode  men, 
and  torments  to  wikked  men.  Ne  in  ydel 
ne  in  veyn  ne  ben  ther  nat  put  in  god  335 
hopo  and  pre^eres,  that  ne  mowen  nat 
ben  unspeediVil  ne  with-onte  effect,  whan 
they  ben  rightful.  Withstond  thanne 
and  eschue  thou  vyces ;  worshipe  and  love 
thon  virtues  ;  areys  thy  corage  to  right-  340 
f\il  hopes;  yilde  thou  humble  preyeres 
a-heigh.  Gret  necessitee  of  prowesso 
and  vertu  is  enchargod  and  commaunded 
to  yow,  yif  ye  nil  nat  dissimulen ;  sin 
that  ye  worken  and  doon,  that  it  to  teyn,  345 
your  dedet  or  your  toorket,  bifom  the  eyen 
of  the  jnge  that  seeth  and  demeth  alle 
thinges.*  To  whom  he  glcrye  and  worthipe 
by  inftnit  tymet,    Amkx. 


TROILUS    AND   CRISEYDE. 


BOOK   I. 


!,  Tiir.  cl^^ublo  BOfwo  of  Troiltut  to 
That    \fiis   the    king    Friamtxa 

Troyts 
In  lovmgpT  how  kls  aventuree  fellon 
Fttj  wd  to  wele,  and  afler  oat  qf  joyo, 
My  imrpos  is,  er  that  I  |mrtfl  fro  ye.        j 
Thesj phone,  thou  liolp  mo  for  t^endyto 
Thls»  wofiU  versi  that  wepen,  as  I  wxyt^j  I 

2.  Tu  t!iw!  cleii^  Tj  thou  goddeaBO  of  tor- 

Thi^i  cirtiel  Fndci»  sorwmir  tver  m  peyne ; 
Hi^Ip  me^  thiLt  ilhi  thu  a^jrwfiLl  injitramest 


5.  Atid  preyieth  for  hern  that  ten  latib**** 
Of  Ti^Uu^,  as  yo  may  aft-er  hei^,  p 

ThAt  lavfl  hem  brlDgc  in  bovine  to  v^ 
AJad  Bpk  for  me  preyeth  to  god  m  dei*, 
Thiit  I  have  might   to  shewe,   m  P30> 

tsianeFflT 
Swieh  peyno  and  wo  as  Loves  folk  endo/f » 
In  Troilna  unsely  adventure.  1! 


eek   for  hem  tbM  fef** 


e.  And  biddeth 

doapeyred 
in  lOTB,  that  never  nil  rf  covet**!  he* 
And  cek  for  bom  that  fiJaly  tnjgti  itpEtT^ 
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Of  TroQns,  in  loving  of  CrisQyde,  55 

And  how  that  she  forsook  him  er  she 
dfljde. 

9.  It  is  -wel  wist,  how  that  the  Grekes 

stronge 
In  srmes  with  a  thousand  shippes  wente 
To  Troy«>wardes,  and  the  oitee  longe 
Assegeden  neigh  ten  yeerer  they  stente,  6u 
And,  in  diverse  wyse  and  oon  entente, 
The  rsvisshing  to  wreken  ot  Eleyne, 
By  Paris  doon,  they  wronghten  al  hir 

peyne. 

10.  Now  fil  it  so,  that  in  the  tonn  ther  was 
Dwellinge  a  lord  of  greet  aaotoritee,      65 
A  gret  devyn  that  deped  was  Calkas, 
Thst  in  science  so  expert  wae,  that  he 
Knew  wel  that  Troye  sholde  destroyed  he, 
Bty  answere  of  his  god,  that  highte  thos, 
Dann  Phehos  or  Apollo  Delphioos.         70 

11.  So  whan  this  Calkas  knew  hy  calou* 
linge, 

And  eek  hy  answere  of  this  AppoUo, 
ThatC^r^ss  slxMen  swioh  apeple  hringe, 
Tboragh  whieh  thai  Troye  nooste  been 

He  caste  anoon  out  of  the  tonn  to  go;    75 
For  wel  wiste  he,  hy  sort,  that  Troye 

■holde 
Destroyed  been,  ye,  wolde  who-40  nolde. 

12.  For  iducli,  for  to  departen  softely 
Took  pnrpos  Ail  this  fbrknowinge  wyse. 
And  to  the  Ghrekes  ost  ftd  prively  80 
He  ftal  anoon ;  and  they,  in  onrt^s  wyse. 
Him  deden  bothe  worship  and  servsrse, 
In  trust  that  he  hath  conning  hem  to  rede 
In  eveiy  peril  which  that  is  to  drede 

19,  The  noyse  np  xoos,  whan  it  was  first 

aspyed,  85 

Tbomgh  al  the  tonn,  and  generally  was 

spoken. 
That  Oalkas  traytor  fled  was,  and  allyed 
With  hem  of  Orece ;  and  casten  to  hen 

wroken 
On  him  that  fiOaly  hadde  his  feith  so 

broken; 
And  ssyden^beandalhiskinatones    90 
Ben  worthy  for  to  brennen,  fbl  and  bones. 


14.  Now  hadde  Calkas  left,  in  this  mes- 

chaunce, 
Al  nnwist  of  this  false  and  wikked  dede. 
His  donghter,   which  that  was  in  gret 

penannce. 
For  ofhirljrfshe  was  fVd  sore  in  drede,   95 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  best  to  rede ; 
For  bothe  a  widowe  was  she,  and  allone 
Of  any  freend,  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

mone. 

16.  Criseyde  was  this  lady  name  a-right ; 
As  to  my  dome,  in  al  Troyes  citee        uio 
Nas  noon  so  fair,  for  passing  every  wight 
So  anngellyk  was  hir  natyf  beantee, 
That  lyk  a  thing  inmortal  semed  she, 
As  doth  an  hevenish  parfit  creatnre, 
That    donn    were    sent  in  sccnming   of 
nature.  u)^ 

16.  This  lady,  which  that  al-day  heide  at 
ere 

Hir   fadres    shame,   his    falsnesse    and 

tresonn, 
Wel  nigh  ont  ot  hir  wit  for  sorwe  and  fere, 
In  widewes  habit  large  of  samit  bronn. 
On  knees  she  fil  bifom  Ector  anloan ;    1 10 
With  pitons  vojrs,  and  tendrely  wepinge, 
His  mercy  bad,  hir-selven  excnsinge. 

17.  Now  was  this  Ector  pitons  of  nature. 
And  saw  that  she  was  sorwfnlly  bigoon, 
And  that  she  was  so  fair  a  creatnre ;     115 
Of  his  goodnesse  he  gladed  hir  anoon, 
And  seyde,  *  lat  yonr  fadres  treson  goon 
Forth  with  mischannoe,  and  ye  yonr-self, 

in  joye, 
Dwelleth  with  ns,  whyl  yon  good  list,  in 
Troye. 

18w  And  al  th*ononr  that  men  may  doon 

yow  have,  ijo 

As  ferforth  as  yonr  fader  dwelled  here, 
Te  shnl  ban,  and  your  body  shal  men  save. 
As  fer  as  I  may  ought  enquere  or  here.* 
And  she  him  thonked  with  ttd  humble 

chore. 
And  ofter  wolde,  and  it  hadde  ben  his 

wille,  135 

And  took  hir  leve,  and  hoom,  and  held 

hir  stille. 
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10.  And  ill  Iiir  hoas  sho  abood  with  swich 

niovnoo 
As  to  liir  honour  ikhIo  was  to  holde; 
And  w'hyl  shu  was  dwollinf^^  in  that  citcc, 
Keptc  hir  est  at,  ami  bothu  of  3'on|^  and  i 

oMo  150 

Ful  wcl  Im'IovimI,  and  vrv\  men  of  hir  tolde.  \ 
1)ut  whothcT  that  sIk*  children  hodde  or  ! 

noon,  I 

I  riKlo  it  nou;<ht  ;  thi'rf<»rt;  I  lote  it  goon,  r 

1 
20.  Thf  thinK<>K  lellon,  as  they  di>on  of 

wiTre,  i 

BitwLxon    lu-ni    <»f   Troyo    and    Grt*ko«  ! 

ott».' ;  i,V? 

For  s«»m  day  iMUiffhtou  they  of  Troyo  it 

d«;rro, 
Andc'ft  thoCfrfkcsiouiitUii  n<»thing8<jfto 
Tho  tolk  of  Troyi-;  and  thus  fortnne  on- 

lolt<', 

And  uiith-r  t't>,  pan  liom  to  whoelon  iMitho 
After  hircours.  ay  whyl  they  were  wrotlie. 

*J1.  But  liow  tliis  touii  com  to  dostmo- 
cioun  141 

No  fallcth  iiouf^ht  to  pni^ios  mo  to  telle  ; 
For  it  >vere  here,  a  l«»nR  disprossiouu 
Fro  niy  mat  en-,  timl  y<»w  to  longe  dwollc. 
But  tin;  Troyane  pestes,  as  they  fellc,  145 
In  Omer,  or  hi  hares,  or  in  Dyte, 


To  horknen  of  Ptdladion  tho  1 
And  namely,  lo  many  a  Insty  knight,  lOis 
So  many  a  lady  fresh  and  magrden  bright, 
Fnl  wol  arayed,  bothc  mosto  and  lette, 
Yc,  bothe  for  the  seson  and  the  feite. 

25.  Among  thiso  othcro  folk  whs  Crifeyds. 
Ill  widewos  habite  blak ;  bat  uathelccf, 
Right  as  oar  ft  rate  lot  t  re  is  now  an  A,  171 
111  beaatee  first  s»  stfiod  she,  makdeei; 
Hir  godl>'  looking  gladode  al  the  preei. 
Xas  never  seyn  t  hiug  to  ben  preyacd  dene, 
Nor  under  cloado  bhik  so  bright  a  stem 

26.  As  was  Crisc>ile,  us  folk  soydc  everieb- 
oon  i;6 

Tliut  hir  biholdeii  in  hir  blako  wede: 
And  yet  she  stood  ful  lowo  and  ftille 

alloon, 
Bihindon  othere  folk,  in  litil  brale, 
And  neigh  tho  doro,  uy  nndcr  shamM 

dredo,  ito 

Simple  of  a-tj'r,  and  dobonaire  of  chore. 
With  ful  assured  lokiiig  and  uumerr. 

27.  This  Tmilus,  as  lie  was  wont  to  gyJe 
His  yoiigo  knightus,  laddo  hem  np  u*! 

doun 
In  thilko  largo  temple  on  eveo'*^i  ''^ 
Bilioldinc  ay  the  ludi'cs  of  tho  t«ian. 
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And  whan  your  preye  is  lost,  wo  and 
penaonces; 

0  vBrrey  foles !  nyce  and  blinde  be  ye ; 
Tlier  nis  not  oon  can  war  by  other  be.' 

80.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  cast  np 

the  browe, 
Ascaonces,   *lo!    is   this    nought  wysly 

spoken  ?  *  205 

At  which  the  god  of  love  gan  loken  rowe 
Bight  for  despyt,  and  Bhoop  for  to  ben 

wroken; 
He  kidde  anoon  his  bowe  ny  not  broken  ; 
For  sodeynly  he  hit  him  at  the  folle  ; 
And  yot  as  proud  a  pekok  can  he  polle.  ^lo 

31.  0  blinde  woiid,  O  blinde  entencioon  ! 
How  ofte  lalleth  al  th*effect  contraire 
Of  garqnidiye  and  foul  presumpcioun  ; 
For  caught  is  proud,  and  caught  is  de- 

bonaire. 
ThiB  Troilus  is  clomben  on  the  staire,  215 
And  litel  weneth  that  he  moot  descenden. 
Bat  al-day   £ayleth     thing    that    foles 

wenden. 

3:2.  As  pronde    Bayard   ginneth  for   to 

skippe 
Oat  of  the  wey,  so  priketh  him  his  com. 
Til  he  a  lash  have  of  the  longe  whippe,  220 
Tbair  thenketh  he,  *  though  I  praunce  al 

bifom 
Fint  in  the  tmys,  ftil  fat  and  newe  shorn, 
Yet  am  I  but  an  hors,  and  horses  lawe 

1  moot  endure,  fmd  with  my  feres  drawe.' 

33.  80  ferde  it  by  this  fers  and  proude 
knight ;  325 

TboQgfa  he  a  worthy  kinges  sone  were, 
And  wende  no-thing  hadde  had  swiche 

might 
Aynu  his  wil  that  sholde  his  herte  store, 
Tet  with  a  look  his  herte  wex  a-fere, 
dafc  he,  that  now  was  most  in  pryde 

above,  230 

Wex  sodeynly  most  subget  un-to  love. 

34.  For-tiiy  ensample  taketh  of  this  man, 
Ve  wyse,  proude,  and  worthy  folkM  alle. 
To  teomen  Love,  which  that  so  sone  can 
l^e  freedom  of  your  hertes  to  him  thralle ; 
For  ever  it  was,  and  ever  it  shal  bifalle, 


That  Love  is  he  that  alle  thing  may 

binde; 
For  may  no  man  for<lo  the  lawe  of  kinde. 

85.  That  this  be  sooth,  hath  proved  and 
doth  yit ;  a^cy 

For  this  trowe  I  ye  knowen,  alle  or  some, 
Men  reden  not  that  folk  ban  gretter  wit 
Than  they  that  han  be  most  with  love 

y-nome ; 
And  strongest  folk  ben  therwith  overcome, 
The  worthiest  and  grettest  of  degree ;  244 
This  was,  and  is,  and  yet  men  shal  it  see. 

86.  Ajid  trewelich  it  sit  wel  to  be  so  ; 
Foralderwysest  han  ther-with  benplesed ; 
And  they  that  han  ben  aldermost  in  wo. 
With  love  han  been  conforted  most  and 

esed ;  249 

And  ofte  it  hath  the  cruel  herte  apesed, 
And  worthy  folk  maad  worthier  of  name, 
And  causeth  most  to  dreden  vyce  and 

shame. 

87.  Now  sith  it  may  not  goodly  be  with- 
stonde. 

And  is  a  thing  so  vertuous  in  kinde, 
Befoseth  not  to  Love  for  to  bo  bonde,  255 
Sin,  as  him-selven  list,  he  may  yow  bindc. 
The  yerde  is  bet  that  bowen  wole  and 

winde 
Than  that  tiiat  brest ;  and  therfor  I  yow 

rede 
To  folwen  him  that  so  wel  can  yow  lede. 
« 

88.  But  for  to  tellen  forth  in  special    260 

As  of  this  kinges  sone  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  leten  other  thing  collateral. 
Of  him  thenke  I  my  tale  for  to  holde, 
Bothe  of  his  joye,  and  of  his  cares  colde ; 
And  al  his  work,  as'touching  this  niatere, 
For  I  it  gan,  I  wil  ther-to  refere.  266 

89.  With-inne  the  temple  he  wente  him 
forth  pleyinge. 

This  Troilus,  of  every  wight  aboute. 
On  this  lady  and  now  on  that  lokinge, 
Wher-so  she  were  of  toune,  or  of  with- 

oute :  270 

And  up-on  cas  bifel,  that  thorugh  a  route 
His  eye  perced,  and  so  depe  it  wente. 
Til  on  Criseyde  it  smoot,  and  ther  it 

stente. 
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40,    And    sotleytily    h«    ttsix    Uier-with 

And  gan  hire  bet  liiholde  in  thrifty  wyse : 
*  O    mercy,   itrnl  ! '    thomghte  he,    '  wher 
hastow  woned,  376 

That  art-  ro  inir  Rud  gotidly  t^  tleyjtw?' 
Ther-with  his  herto  gnn  to  aprede  »nd 

And  Sfyftt^  sighed^  Io«t  men  m%hte  him 

here, 
Aad  canfchto  n-yein  hti  flr^to  |>IeyingQ 

chero.  sSa 

4K  She  Tkos  nr>t  with   the  levte  of  hir 

fltAtnro, 
But  nlle  hir  limes  sft  w<?l  nnffwerbi^ 
Weren  tn  yvoumnhinliu  that  crfrnturo 
Wn*  npvpr  Iftfifu?  iTninniah  in  itemiiigEt,  JS4 
And  &c\  thu  piire  wjbc  of  here  me^itiffe 
Rhf'wede  wel,  thfit  invti  might  in  3ilr  g^OiSSe 
Hnnmur,  oatat,  and  wemmanly  nobleweL 

42.  ToTrrjiliirt  rip;ht  wander  wd  with-«lle 
Onn   for   ti>    Lyku    hir   laieuiiig  ftnd    hir 

cherfi, 
Which  Kimdel  deynmia  w««,  for  she  loot 

ffllle  ^90 

Hir  look  a  lite  ii^de,  ia  »wich  mim«re, 
A^trikfiiiirciifi,    '  what  ^   nmy  T   not   Btfmdf?n 

horc  y 


Right  wiib   hir  look,  the  ipirit  In  ^ 

horifl; 
Blessed  be  Iqvb,  thftt  thm  oan  fdk  rtw^ 

verte! 

in,  Sb(^  tbi«  in  bUk,  lykin^  to  TrdHu, 
Over  alia  thuajE;  he  stood  for  to  tith'tldeT 
Xe  hL}  do$ir,  no  wheHbr  h«  stood  thtu, 
He  neither  nbere  mnd?,  ne  word*  tolijr^ 
But  from  ft-fer,  liis  mAuer  fi-^r  to  holda, 
On  ot  her  thing;  hk  hxik  som-tTmn  ba  eut^ 
And  eft  on  hir,  whyl  that  Be rvys«  Luttt  515 

46.    And  nH*  this,   not  fblliehe  il  r 

wlmpod, 
Ont  of  the  tflmplo  nj  p«iUirhe  htf  wvnttk 
EfpontingQ  him  tbitt  ho  hadde  enf  r 

japed 
Of  loves  folic,  lewt  tally  the  desevati 
Of  scorn  fille  im  him-sel/j  bat,  whirht 

monte,  pa 

Lest  it  were  wist  on  nny  nianer  tyds^ 
Hi«  wu  he  gan  dissimnlii^n  iLnd  bjrdflt 

17.  Whnn   be  wa«  frn  the  temjih)  tim 

deparfced, 
He  str^yg-ht  ancioQ  n  n  -t  o  hie  pftleyst 
Ri^ht  with  hir  look  thnrj^h-ehotifl . 

tbmxh'^lsrted, 
Al  foynetb  be  in  lufft  that  h<i  flmamfth } 


BoocL] 


drotAie  anb  CttBe^be. 


211 


50.  But  tak  this,  that  ye  loveree   oAe 
esohawe, 

Or  elles  doon  of  good  entenciottn,         345 
¥vl  otte  thy  lady  wole  it  misoonstme, 
And  deme  it  harm  in  hir  opinionn  ; 
And  yet  if  she,  for  other  enoheeonn, 
Be  wreath,  than  shalt  thou  han  a  groyn 

anoon : 
Lord!  welishimthatmaybeofyowoon!' 

51.  Bat  for  al  this,  whan  that  he  say  his 
tyme,  551 

He  held  his  pees,  non  other  bote  him 

g*yned; 
For  love  higan  his  fetheres  so  to  lyme. 
That  wel  tinnethe  nn-to  his  folk  he  feyned 
That  othere  hegye  nedes  him  destrayned ; 
For  wo  was  him,  that  what  to  doon  he 

niste,  356 

Bot  hsd  his  folk  to  goon  wher  that  hem 

liste. 

52.  And  whan  that  he  in  chaombre  was 
aUone, 

He  doon  ap-on  his  beddes  feet  him  sette, 
And  first  he  gan  to  «yke,  and  eft  to 

grone,  360 

And  thooghte  ay  on  hir  so,  with-onten 

lette. 
That,  as  he  sat  and  wook,  his  spirit  mette 
That  he  hir  saw  a  temple,  and  al  the  wyse 
Bi|^t  of  hir  loke,  and  gan  it  newe  avyse. 

58.  Thns  gan  he  make  a  mironr  of  his 
minde,  365 

In  which  he  saogh  al  hoolly  hir  figure ; 
And  that  he  wel  ooade  in  his  herte  finde, 
It  was  to  him  a  right  good  aventore 
To  bre  swich  oon,  and  if  he  dide  his  cnre 
To  ienren  hir,  yet  mi^te  he  falle  in 
8»ce,  370 

Or  eDes,  for  oon  of  hir  servaonts  pace. 

5i  Tmsgininge  that  travaille  nor  grame 
Ke  mig^te,  for  so  goodly  oon,  be  lorn 
As  she,  ne  him  for  his  desir  ne  shame, 
Al  were  it  wist,  bat  in  prys  and  np-bom 
Of  sUe  lovers  wel  more  than  bifom ;    376 
Thus  argomented  he  in  his  ginninge, 
Fal  onaTysed  of  his  wo  cominge. 

55.  Thus  took  he  pnrpos  loves  craft  to 

fawe. 
And  thonghte  he  wolde  werken  prively, 


First,  to  hyden  his  desir  in  mnwe        381 
From  every  wight  y-bom,  al-outrely. 
But  he  mighte  ooght  recovered  be  therl^ ; 
Bemembring  him,  that  love  to  wyde  y- 

blowe 
Telt  bittre  froyt,  though  swete  seed  be 

sowe.  385 

56h  And  over  al  this,  3ret  mnohel  more  he 

thooghte 
What  for  to  speke,  and  what  to  holden 

inne, 
And  what  to  arten  hir  to  love  he  songhte. 
And  on  a  song  anoon-right  to  biginne,  389 
And  gan  londe  on  his  sorwe  for  to  winne; 
For  with  good  hope  he  gan  folly  assente 
Oriseyde  for  to  love,  and  nought  repente. 

67.   And  of  his  song  nought  only  the 

sentence. 
As  writ  myn  aotoor  called  LoUios, 
But  pleynly,  save  our  tonges  difierenoe, 
I  dar  wel  sayn,  in  al  that  Troilus         396 
Seyde  in  his  song ;  lo  !  every  word  right 

thus 
As  I  shal  seyn  ;  and  who-«o  list  it  here, 
Lo !  next  this  vers,  he  may  it  finden  here. 

Cantos  Ttoill. 
58.  *  If  no  love  is,  O  god,  what  fele  I  so  ? 
And  if  love  is,  what  thing  and  whiche 

is  he  ?  401 

If  love  be  good,  from  whennes  oomth  my 

wo? 
If  it  be  wikke,  a  wonder  thinketh  me, 
When  every  torment  and  advendtee 
That  cometh  of  him,  may  to  me  savory 

thinke ;  405 

For  ay  thurst  I,  the  more  that  I  it  drinke. 

69.  And  if  that  at  myn  owene  lust  I 

brenne, 
Fro  whennes  cometh  my  wailing  and  my 

ple3mte? 
If  harme  agree  me,  wher-to   pleyne  I 

thenne  ? 
I  noot,  ne  why  unwery  that  I  fe3mte.  410 
O  quike  deeth,  o  swete  harm  so  queynte. 
How  may  of  thee  in  me  swich  quantitee, 
But-if  that  I  oonsente  that  it  be  ? 

60.  And  if  that  I  oonsente,  I  wrongftilly 
Compleyne,  y-wis ;  thus  possed  to  and  fro, 
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A1  Etareleea  with^inne  n  hoot  lUn  J        416 
A-niiil  tho  BQe,  by-twfxnn  wiudee  two, 
That  in  contrarii?  stondou  crvor-mix 
AllfLs!  wbnt  i^  thiK  winder  malA^lyc?  419 
For  bote  of  eold,  fur  cold  of  h etc,  I  dye/ 

61.  Aiid  to  tlio  fftnl  of  lofve  tbuf  seiyde  1j6 
With  pitnns  voyjr,  *  O  lord,  now  yon  res  l& 
Myapirit^  whicTi  that  onghte  youres  lio. 
Yow  thariko  t,  lonl^  that  han  me  brought 

to  this ; 
Bnt  whether  pxhlesse  or  woimnun,  y*wU, 
8ho  be,  t  iviMjt^   which  that  ye  do  me 

fforve ;  426 

Ent  na  hlr  man  I  woIg  ay  livu  and  stervs. 

(Sa.  Ye  fltonden  in  hire  eyen  mightilj, 
As  in  a  i>laeii  un~ti>  ycmr  ^'ertn  digue  ; 
Wherlore,  Inrd,  if  Tny  aervyso  or  I         4^ 
May  lyk*]  yow,  so  b(3th  to  mo  l>eni^e  ; 
For  mjTi  patiit  i-oyitl  her^  I  reaij^e 
In-tohir  hond,  ami  with  fal  hombli^  ehgre 
Bicome  hlr  man,  as  to  my  lady  dere.^  434 

83,  In  him  nu  deynotl  sparen  blood  royal 
Tlie  fyi*  of  tovi;*^  wb^:*^-f^(;^  gad  me  H«SS(?i 
Xft  him  f(*rljar  in  no  de^5:reei  for  al 
His  VL'Tciu  or  la  111  ext'ollent  prowt*BHC  ; 
But  htdil him  na  Jiis  tJi ml  lowe  in distrefu^^ 
Axid  hrL^ndti  him  bo  in  wjndiy  Tuyaa  ay 


*Qood  g«jdly,  to  whom  Berw%  I  sftdh* 
hcture^  i^ 

As  I  bnst  can,  now  wolde  god,  Criief4«, 
Yo  woldQQi  on  mo  re  wo  or  that  I  dvyAti 
My  dero  herte,  alias  S  myn  hdetaiihefi 
And  lyf  b  lostj  bat  y©  wole  on  mo  tewt' 

07.  AUo  Othore  drcd^ss  weiicti  frum  Hm 

fiedde, 
B<,>tbe  of  th'aasego  and  bii  suvaeitma ; 
Ne  in  him   de^jinr   noon   others   fmirm 

hrtMldQ  *^ 

Bnt  nT;^ment«  to  this  condniunzn^ 
That  she  on  him  widde  han  compawiqii, 
And  he  to  be  hir  man,  whyl  he  may  dsT«; 
Lo,  hero  hifl  \yf^  i^<i  from  the  deotliba 

euro !  ifA? 

fl^.  TboahAri>eflhmuT«felleofajinei|im^ 
That  Ector  or  hiB  otht^ro  brethvren  didm 
Ne  made  bim  only  thor-foro  oaos  Xius^l 
And  yet  was  he,  i^hAr-fiO  men  wwite  « 

rJdtin, 
Ponnde  oon  the  boat,  and  li?iaf«el  tyj» 

nbidon  4?4 

Ther  peril  was,  and  dide  eek  «!cich  tift^vle 
In  armoB,  that  to  thenke  it  wa«  laerti^ 

B9.  Bnt  fflr  nou  hate  he  to  tba  Grtk* 
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If  that  his  lady  understood  not  this, 
Or  feyned  hir  she  niste,  oon  of  the  twejre ; 
Bat  wel  I  rede  that,  hy  no  maner  weye, 
Ne  semed  it  [as]  that  she  of  him  ronghte, 
Kor  of  his  peyne,  or    what-so-ever   he 
thooghte. 

72.  But  than  fel  to  this  Troylns  such  wo, 
That  he  was  wel  nfiigh  wood ;  for  ay  his 

drede  499 

Was  this,  that  she  som  wight  had  loved  so, 
That  never  of  him  she  wolde  have  taken 

hede; 
For  whiehe  him  thonghte  he  felte  his 

herteUede. 
Ke  of  hit  wo  ne  dorste  he  not  higinne 
To  tellen  it,  for  al  this  world  to  winne. 

73.  Bat  whanne  he  hadde  a  space  fro  his 
care,  505 

Thos  to  him<self  fol  ofte  he  gan  to  pleyne ; 
He  s^rde,  '  O  fool,  now  art  thou  in  the 

snare. 
That  whilom  japedest  at  loves  pe3me  ; 
^ow  artow  hent,  now  gnaw  thjm  owene 

cheyne; 
Tlum  were  ay  wont  eche  lovere  reprehende 
Of  thing  ftt>  which  thou  canst  thee  nat 

defende.  5" 

74.  What  wole  now  every  lover  seyn  of 
thee. 

If  this  be  wist,  bat  ever  in  thyn  absence 
lAogfaen  in  scorn,  and  seyn,  "lo,  ther 

gooth  he, 
That  is  the  man  of  so  gret  sapience,     515 
That  held  as  loveres  leest  in  reverence ! 
Now,  thonked  be  god,  he  may  goon  in  the 

daance 
Of  hem  that  Love  list  febly  for  to  avaunce ! 

75.  Bat,  O  thon  woftil  Troilas,  god  wolde. 
Sin  thow  most  loven  thnrgh  thy  destinee, 
That  thow  beset  were  on  swich  oon  that 

sholde  5^1 

Knowe  al  thy  wo,  al  lakkede  hir  pitee  : 
Bat  al  80  cold  in  love,  towardes  thee, 
Thy  lady  is,  as  frost  in  winter  mone,   $24 
And  thou  fordoon,  as  snow  in  fyr  is  sone." 

76.  God  wolde  I  were  aiyved  in  the  port 
Of  deeth,  to  which  my  sorwe  wil  me  lede ! 


A,  lord,  to  me  it  were  a  greet  comfort ; 
Then  were  I  quit  of  languisshing  in  drede. 
For  by  myn  hidde  sorwe  y-blowe  on  brede 
I  shal  bi-japed  been  a  thousand  tyme  531 
More  than  that  fool  of  whos  folye  men 
ryme. 

77.  But  now  help  god,  and  ye,  swete,  for 
whom 

I  pleyne,  y-caught,  ye,  never  wight  so 

faste !  5.U 

O  mercy,  dere  herto,  and  help  me  trcnn 
The  deeth,  for  I,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 

laste, 
More  than  my-self  wol  love  yow  to  my 

loste. 
Ajid  with  som  Areendly  look  gladeth  me, 

swete. 
Though  never  more  thing  ye  me  bi-hete!' 

78.  This  wordes  and  tal  manye  an-other  to 
He  si>ak,  and  called  ever  in  his  oom* 

pleynto  541 

Hir  name,  for  to  tellen  hir  his  wo. 
Til  neigh  that  he  in  salte  teres  dre3mte. 
Al  was  for  nought,  she  herde  nought  his 

plesmte ; 
And  whan  that  he  bithoughte  on  that 

folye,  «5 

A  thousand  fold  his  wo  gan  multiplye. 

79.  Bi-wayllng  in  his  chambre  thusallone, 
A  freend  of  his,  that  called  was  Pandare, 
Com  ones  in  unwar,  and  herde  him  grone, 
And  sey  his  Areend  in  swich  distresse  and 

care :  55" 

*  Alios  !  *  quod  he,  *  who  causeth  al  this 

fare? 
O  mercy,   god !   what  unhap  may  this 

mene? 
Han  now  thus  sone  Grekes  maad  yow 

lene? 

80.  Or  hastow  som  remors  of  conscience, 
And  art  now  falle  in  som  devocioun,  555 
And  waylest    for    thy  sinne  and    thyn 

offence. 
And  hast  for  ferde  caught  attricioun  ?    . 
Gfod  save  hem  thatbi-seged  han  our  toun, 
And  so  can  leye  our  jolytee  on  presse. 
And  bring  our  lusty  folk  to  holinesse  !* 
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81.  Til  tee  wr>riif^A  st?yd^  he  for  thfl  nonea 

allp,  561 

Tlvftt  with  «wicb  liitn^  he  mi^hti^  him 

angry  jnaken, 
An(t  \?tth  ilh  riii^o  lUm  his  st^rwe  fallo^ 
Afl  for  the  ty£ne,  and  his  cftra^o  awaken  ; 
Btit  wpI  ho  wiiitfi,  as  fer  as  toni^fls  Bimken, 
Tlitir  nas  a  mnn  of  gretter  hardiD««a566 
Thau  hc^  ne  nutre  desired  wortbitiedSei, 

Sai  *  What  cub/  qutjd  Troilus,  *  or  what 

Aventniie 
Hath  gyile^l  tb«e  to  see  my  lanj^aLrabinge^ 
That  am  re f lis  of  t^very  creatnre?  570 

But  fur  the  love  "f  giKi,  at  my  preyinee, 
Go  h«iiiie  a^woy,  for  eert.es,  my  deym^ 
Wol  thee  iliaespt  '^^l  ^  »"*>t  node*  deyo  ; 
Tlier'for  g^J  wt-j-j  ther  ifl  no  moro  to  »^& 

as.  But  if  thou  w<?iie  I  bo  thtia  ayk  for 
drede,  575 

It  is  not  so,  aiKl  th^r-for  ^coma  nongbt ; 

Ther  is  Or^nother  thiuff  I  take  of  hede 

Wei  more  thiiu  might  the  Grekes  hmi 
y-wrijiiplit, 

Wliirli  cause  IB  of  my  deeth^  for  sorwe 
And  tliMi]|[Tht« 

But  tlioiigh  that  I  now  tella  thcQ  it  ne 


To   telle  it  theo  [  for,  fith  it  tsmj  th** 

lyke, 
Yet  wol^  I  telle  it,  though  jnyn  hert« 

breste ;  S9% 

And  wel  wot  I  thou  mAjst  do  me  tv>  T&gUb- 
But  lest  thow  dom^e  I  iniEt€!  tiot  io  th«e. 
Now  herkne,  friend,  for  ihud  it  it«kst  with 

me, 

87.  Ldvef  a-yeins  the  whioh  wh&«o  d«- 
fetid«tb 

Him-seirecd  modi,  him  inldeT^lest  avaylctiL 
With  des«si>eir  60  aorwfuUy  me  ofiTendeth 
That  streygbt  on-to  tbo  decth  myn  h«its 
say  let  b.  tiotf 

Tber't4?  de$yr  00  bi^nuiiiigly  mesMayUetk 
Tbat  to  ben  slayn  it  wei*  a  ^rett«r  jox^ 
To  mo  than  kingofGre<w  been  and  l^mTv! 

88.  Buifisetb  thISf  my  fulle  freend  Paadaiv, 
Tha^t  I  have  seyd,  for  now  w^MFt<iw  my  ww^ 
Atid  for  the  love  ofgod^  tnjr  Colde  c^n  tin 
So  hyd  it  w<?l,  I  t<sllfl  it  nevftr  t«  mo ; 
For  hikrmes  mighto  folwen^  mo  thjiti  tvi.it 
If  it  were  wut ;  hot  be  than  in  gUdnesM^ 
And  lat  me  Hterre,  onknove,  of  mj  di^ 

tresse.*  ^1* 
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lad  ther  tbow  woott  that  I  hjiTe  onght 

Buiwenti 
Iidwwe  thou  that,  for  iwich  thing  to 

tlieeaeolelfl ; 
Tku  oHe  wjrae  men  ben  war  fay  follB.  63s 
If  thou  do  so,  thy  wit  is  wel  biwared ; 
lb*  hif  eontzarie  is  every  thing  declared. 

tt  For  how  might  ever  sweetnesse  have 

beknowe 
To  him  that  never  tasted  bittemeSM  ? 
Xc  BO  man  may  be  inly  glad,  I  trowe,  640 
Ikat  never  was  in  sorwe  or  som  distresse ; 
Kek  vhyt  by  blak,  by  shame  eek  worthi- 


Eeh  Mt  Vy  other,  more  for  other  semeth ; 
if  Ben  mmj  see ;   and  so  the  wyse  it 


Ml  Sith  thus  of  two  contraries  is  a  lore, 
l  that  have  in  love  so  ofle  assayed      646 
ooghte  conne,  and  wel  the 


GouayUen  thee  of  that  thon  art  amayed. 
B^  thee  ne  ooghte  nat  ben  yvel  apoyed, 
ThoQ^  I  desyre  with  thee  for  to  here  650 
Ikjn  bevy  charge  ;  it  shal  the  lasse  dere. 

H,  I  wnot  wel  that  it  fareth  thus  by  me 
^  to  thy  brother  Parys  an  herdesse, 
^'^hich  that  y-cleped  was  OCnone,         654 
Wpoot  in  a  compleynt  of  hir  hevinesse : 
t«  MX  the  lettre  that  she  wroot,  y  geese?' 
'Jfv,  never  3ret,  y-wig,'  quod  Troilns. 
'Sov,'  quod  Fandare,  *  herkneth  ;  it  was 
thus.— 

^  ''Fhebns,  that  first  fond  art  of  medi- 

eyne," 
QmmI  she,  **and  conde  in  every  wightes 

care  660 

ScBcdeand  reed,  by  herlies  he  knew  f3me, 
Tct  to  him*self  his  conningo  was  fol  bare  ; 
For  love  hadde  him  so  boonden  in  a  snare, 
A]  tor  the  donghter  of  the  kinge  Admeto, 
7W  al  his  craft  ne  condo  his  sorwe 

hete."—  665 

%  Right  so  fare  I,  unhappily  for  me  ; 

IJure  cm  best,  and  that  me  smerteth  sore ; 
And  yet,  parannter,  can  I  rede  thee, 
ilAd  not  my-«elf ;  repreve  me  no  more.  669 
/  have  no  eanse,  I  woot  wel,  for  to  sore 


As  d<»th  an  hank    that    listeth    for  to 
I  Pleye, 

:  Bat  to  th>'n  help  yet  somwhat  can  I  seye. 

97.  And  ofo  thing  right  sikermaystow  be, 
^  That  certajm,  for  to  deyen  in  the  pe>'ne. 

That  I  shal  never-mo  discoveren  thee ;  675 
,  Ne,  by  my  tronthe,  I  kepe  nat  restreyne 
I  Thee  fro  thy  love,  thogh  that  it  were 
I  Elej-ne, 

I  That  is  thy  brotheres  wyf,  if  ich  it  wiste ; 

Be  what  she  be,  and  love  hir  as  thee  liste. 

98.  Therfore,   as  freend    follich    in    me 
assore,  (j^a* 

And  tel  me  plat  what  is  thjm  enchesoan. 
And  final  cause  of  wo  that  ye  endure  ; 
For  douteth  no-thing,  myn  entencioun 
Nis  nought  to  yow  of  reprehenoioun^ 
To  speke  as    now,   for  no  wight    may 
bireve  685 

A  man  to  love,  til  that  him  list  to  leve. 

99.  And  witeth  wel,  that  bothe  two  ben 
vjees, 

Mistrusten  alle,  or  elles  alle  leve  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  the  mene  of  it  no  vj-ce  is. 
For  for  to  trusten  sum  wight  is  a  preve  fx/> 
Of  trouthe,  and  for-thy  wolde  I  fayn  re- 
move 
Thy  wrong  conce>'te,   and  do  thee  som 

wight  triste, 
Thy  wo  to  telle ;  and  tel  me,  if  thee  listo. 

100.  The  wj-so  aeyth,  "wo  him  that  is 
allone, 

For,  and  he  falle,  he  hath  noon  lielp  to 
ryse ;"  (>cj5 

And  sith  thou  hast  a  feUwe,  tol  thy  mono; 
For  this  nis  not,  certejTi,  the  ucxte  wjse 
To  wiunen  love,  as  techcn  us  the  i»yse. 
To  walwe  and  wope  as  Niobe  the  queue, 
Wlios  teres  yet  in  marbel  been  y-scne.  jtm 

101.  Lat  be  thy  weping  and  thy  drcrinesiM'. 
And  lat  us  lissen  wo  with  other  s]>eche  ; 
So  may  thy  wolul  tyme  seniu  lease. 
Delyte  not  in  wo  thy  wo  to  secho,         7114 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  hir  sorwes  eche 
With  sorwe,  whan  they  hau  misaventnre. 
And  listen  nought  to  secho  hem  other 

cure. 
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lOSL  Men  Bojn,    "to  wrecc1i<»  is  cnniuo* 

lacicinu 
Ti>  hnvo  an-other  f^Lawe  in  his  pcyne ;" 
Thiit  ougLtti  wtl  bull  oor  opmjoun,       7ro 
For,  botho  thon  und  I,  of  love  wo  pleyne ; 
Sf>  fill  f*f  florwo  am  I,  Both  for  to  eeyne^ 
Til  lit  c^rtejnly  no  more  horde  graee 
lliij  sitte  on  mo^   for-why  tlier   is    no 

103.  If  god  wole  thon  art  not  ngast  of  me, 
Last  I  wolde  c*f  tliy  l4ijdy  th©o  bigyle,  ;^i6 
Thow  woat  thj-oelf  whom  that  I  love^ 

pardee, 
As  t  Ijest  Gftn,  gon  sit  ben  longs  whyle. 
And  sith  tbou  wost  I  do  it  for  no  wyle,  719 
And  flith  T  am  ht>  tlmt  thoa  tristeat  moRt, 
Tel  momimvfbflt^  sin  al  my  wo  thou  woat/ 

101,  Yet  TroOtw,   for  nl  this,  no  word 

Beydo, 
Bnt  Itmgfi  he  lay  rui  stills  nfl  ho  cIM  were; 
And  lifter  thia  witli  JsykingQ  he  abreyder 
And  to  rABdams  voyg  he  lent*  hi*  cre^  735 
And  up  his  e^-en  caste  he,  that  in  f^re 
Was  Pandrvru,*,  lost  that  in  freneaya 
He  ihalde  fallvit,  or  cUea  sone  dy^  : 

inr>.  And   eiTjdfl    *  ^Wftko  '   iul   wonder ly 


But-if  that  it  the  bet  goremod  be,  j 
E4;k  ftom-tyme  it  is  crafl  tHr>  sfittnc  fl***  1 
Fto  tiling  which  in  effect  men  huntfi  fMlM 
Al  tliis  gaa  Troilns  in  hid  herte  cut«,   1 

lOa  But  natheleed,  whan  he  had  h^ 
him  tjrje  751 

^  A  wale  V  he  gnn  to  sykfi  wfind^r  aw*, 
And  ^yde,  '  /V«md»  tho^h  that  I  rtill^ 

I  Am  not  dq*ef ;  ti^^vf  |i<h^,  and  cry  no  nwn^ 
For  I  havo  herd  thy  wordes  and  ihf  loit 
But  Btiffm  me  my  miBch  cf  to  biwnyUs  ;^ 
For  thy  prorerbes  may  ma  noug^ht  ftTi|^ 

109,  Nor  other  omna  fii»ii9tow  nqon  foriM 
Eek  I  nil  not  be  cnretl,  I  wol  dey« ; 
What  knowe  I  of  the  queno  Niobef 
Lat   be  thyne  oldo  enfiaumplej,  I  ' 

'^  Ko,'  qnod  tlio  Paridamfl>  *therforeI« 
Swich  ia  delyt  of  foles  to  biwope 
Hir  wo,  but  seken  bote  they  na  kep«. 

llOl  Now  kno«Q  I  tlwt  ther  reaon  in  i 

fayleth. 
Bnt  tel  me,  if  I  wiste  what  she  were 
For  whom  that  thee  id  thb  mifiaaiitl 

ayleth/ 
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What?  liireth  not  thy  lady?  benedicHe  !  780 
How  -wostow  so  thai  thoa  art  graoeleee  ? 
Swidi  yrel  is  not  alwey  botelees. 
Why,  put  not  impoflsible  thns  thy  cure, 
Sn  thmg  to  come  is  ofte  in  aventore. 

1 18.  I  gxannte  wel  that  thou  endurast  wo 
As  sharp  as  doth  he^  Ticins,  in  helle,    786 
Whos  stomak  fonles  tyren  ever-mo 
That  highte  Toltaris,  as  bokes  telle. 
Bat  I  may  not  endure  that  thou  dwelle 
In  so  nnskilfal  an  opinionn  790 

That  of  thy  wo  is  no  cnracioon. 

114.  Bat  ones    niltow,  for  thy  coward 
herte, 

And  for  thyn  ire  and  folish  wilfhlnesse, 
For  wantrost,  tellen  of  thy  sorwes  smerte, 
Ne  to  thyn  owene  help  do  bisinesse  795 
As  mache  as  speke  a  resoon  more  or  lease, 
Bat  lyest  as  he  that  list  of  no-thing  recche. 
What  womman  conde  love  swich  a 
wrecche? 

115.  What  may  she  demen  other  of  thy 
deethf 

If  thon  thns  deye,  and  she  not  why  it  is,  800 
Bat  that  for  fere  is  yolden  np  thy  breeth, 
For  Orekee  han  hissed  ns,  y-wis  ? 
liord,  which  a  thank  than  shaltow  han  of 

this! 
Thos  wol  she  seyn,  and  al  the  toon  at 

ones, 
'*The  wraoche  is  deed,  the  devel  have  his 

bones!"  8q5 

116L  Thoa  mayst  allone  here  wepe  and 

crye  and  knele ; 
Bat,  love   a  woman  that  she  woot    it 

nought, 
And  she  wol  qnyte  that  thoa  shalt  not 

fele; 
Unknowe,  onkist,  and  lost  that  is  on- 

songht. 
What!  many  a  man  hath  love  fvl  dere 

y-booght  810 

Twenty  winter  that  his  lady  wiste, 
That  never  yet  his  lady  month  he  kiste. 

117.  What?  sholde  he  therfor  fallen  in 

despeyr, 
Or  be  xeereaant  for  his  owene  tene, 


Or  sleen  him-self,  al  be  his  lady  fayr  ?  815 
Nay,  nay,  bat  ever  in  oon  be  f^resh  and 

grene 
To  serve  and  love  his  dere  hertee  qnene, 
And  thenke  it  is  a  gnexdoon  hir  to  serve 
A  thoosond-fold  more  than  he  can  deserve.  * 

118.  And  of  that  word  took  hede  Troilas, 
And  thonghte  anoon  what  folye  he  was 

inne,  8a  i 

And  how  that  sooth  him  seyde  Pandams, 
That  for  to  sleen  him-self  mighte  he  not 

winno, 
Bat  bothe  doon  anmanhod  and  a  sinne,  834 
And  of  his  deeth  his  lady  nought  to  wyte ; 
For  of  his  wo,  god  woot,  she  knew  fxjl  lyte. 

119.  And  with  that  thought  he  gan  fdl 
Boresyke, 

And  seyde,  *  alias !  what  is  me  best  to  do? ' 
To  whom  Pandare  answerde,  'if  thee  lyke. 
The  best  is  that  thou  telle  me  thy  wo ;  830 
And  have  my  trouthe,  but  thou  it  finde  so, 
I  be  thy  bote,  or  that  it  be  fal  longe. 
To  i)eces  do  me  drawe,  and  sithen  honge !  * 

120.  •  Ye,  so  thou  seyst,'  quod  Troilus  tho, 
^allas! 

But,  god  wot,  it  is  not  the  rather  so ;  835 
Fal  hard  were  it  to  helpen  in  this  cas, 
For  wel  flnde  I  that  Fortune  is  my  fo, 
Ne  alle  the  men  that  ryden  conne  or  go 
Ifay  of  hir  cruel  wheel  the  harm  with- 

stonde; 
For,  as  hir  list,  she  pleyeth  with  free  and 

bonde.'  840 

121.  Quod  Pandarus,    *than    blamestow 
Fortune 

For  thou  art  wrooth,  ye,  now  at  erst  I  see ; 
Wostow  nat  wel  that  Fortune  is  commune 
To  every  maner  wight  in  som  degree?  844 
And  yet  thou  hast  this  comfort,  lo,  pardee ! 
That,  as  hir  joyes  moten  over-goon, 
So  mote  hir  sorwes  passen  everiohoon. 

122.  For  if  hir  wheel  stinte  any-thing  to 
tome. 

Than  cessed  she  Fortune  anoon  to  be  : 
Now,   sith    hir  wheel    by  no  wey  may 
sojome,  850 

What  wostow  if  hir  mutabilitee 
Bight  as  thy-selven  list,  wol  doon  by  thee, 
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Or  that  she  be  not  fer  fro  th3m  helpinge  ? 
Poraiinter,  thoa  hagt  oaaae  for  to  singe ! 

128.  And  therfor  wostow  what   I  thee 
besoche  ?  855 

Lat  be  thy  wo  and  turning  to  the  grotinde  ; 
For  who-Bo  list  have  helping  of  his  leohe, 
To  him  bihoTeth  first  nnwrye  his  wonnde. 
To  Cerberus  in  helle  ay  be  I  bonndc, 
Were  it  for  my  suster,  al  thy  sorwe,  860 
By  my  wil,  she  sholde  al  be  thyn  to-morwe. 

124.  Loke  up,  I  seye,  and  tel  me  what  she  is 
AnooUf  that  I  may  goon  aboute  thy  nede ; 
Knowe  ich  hir  ought  ?  for  my  love,  tel  me 

this;  864 

Than  wolde  I  hopen  rather  for  to  spede.* 
Tho  gan  the  veyne  of  Troilus  to  blede, 
For  he  was  hit,  and  wex  al  reed  for  shiune ; 
*  A  ha  ! '  quod  Pandare,  *  here  biginneth 

game!' 

125.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  him  for 
to  shake, 

And  seyde,  *  theef,  thou  shalt  hir  name 
telle.*  870 

But  tho  gan  sely  Troilus  for  to  quake 
As  though  men  sholde  han  lad  him  in-to 

helle, 
And  seydo,  *  alias  !  of  al  my  wo  the  welle. 
Than  is  my  sweto  fo  called  Criseyde !' 
And  wel  nigh  with  the  word  for  fere  he 
deyde.  875 

126.  And  whan  that  Pandare  herde  hir 
name  neveno, 

Tx>rd,  he  was  glad,  and  seyde,  *  freend  so 

dere, 
Now  fare  a-right,  for  Joves  name  in  hevene, 
Love  hath  biset  thee  wel,  be  of  good  chere  ; 
For   of  good    name    and    wysdom    and 

manere  880 

She  hath  y>nough,  and  eek  of  gentilesse  ; 
If  she  be  fayr,  thow  west  thy-self,  I  gesse. 

127.  Ne  I  never  saw  a  more  bountevous 
Of  hir  estat,  no  a  gladder,  ne  of  speche 

A  freendlier,  ne  a  more  gracious  885 

For  to  do  wel,  no  lasse  hadde  nede  to 

seohe 
What  for  to  doon  ;  and  al  this  bet  to  eche. 
In  honour,  to  as  fer  as  she  may  strecche, 
A  kinges  herte  semeth  by  hires  a  wreoche. 


128.  And  for-thy  loke  of  good  comfort 
thou  be ;  890 

For  certeinly,  the  firste  poynt  is  this 
Of  noble  corage  and  wel  ordeyni, 
A  man  to  have  pees  with  him-self,  y-wis ; 
So  oughtest  thou,  for  nought  but  good  it  is 
To  loven  wel,  and  in  a  worthy  place;  845 
Thee  oughte  not  to  olepe  it  hap,  but  grace. 

129.  And  also  thenk,  and  ther-with  glsde 
thee. 

That  sith  thy  lady  vertnons  is  al. 
So  folwoth  it  that  ther  is  aom  pitee 
Amonges  alle  thise  othere  in  general;  900 
And  for-thy  see  that  thou,  in  special, 
Bequere  nought  that  is  ayein  hir  name ; 
For  vertue   strecoheth  not  him-eelf  to 
shame. 

180.  But  wel  is  me  that  ever  I  was  born. 
That  thou  biset  art  in  so  good  a  place ;  905 
For  by  my  trouthe,  in  love  I  dorste  have 

sworn. 
Thee  sholde  never  han  tid  thus  fayr  a 

graoe; 
And  wostow  why?  for  thou  were  wont  to 

chaoe 
At  love  in  scorn,  and  for  despyt  him 

calle 
**  Seynt  Idiot,  lord  of  thise  foles  alleL**  910 

181.  How  often  hastow  maad  thy  nyoe 
japes. 

And  seyd,  that  loves  servants  everichone 
Of  nycetee  ben  verray  goddes  apes ; 
And  some  wolde  monohe  hir  mete  alone, 
Ligging  a-bedde,  and  make  hem  for  to 

grone ;  915 

And  som,  thou  seydest,  hadde  a  blaunelu 

fevere, 
And  preydest  god  he  sholde  never  kevere ! 

182.  And  some  of  hem  toke  on  hem,  for 
the  colde, 

More  than  y-nough,  so  seydeetow  ful  ofle; 

And  some  han  feyned  ofte  tyme,and  tolde 

How  that  they  wake,  whan  they  slepen 
softe ;  921 

And  thus  they  wolde  han  brought  hem- 
self  a-lofte, 

And  nathelees  were  under  at  the  laste ; 

Thus  seydestow,  and  japedest  ful  £aste. 
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133.  Y«t  seydestow,  that,  for  the  more 
part,  925 

These  loveres  wolden  gpeke  in  general, 
And  thonghten  that  it  was  a  siker  art, 
For  failing,  for  to  araayen  over-aL 
Now  may  I  jape  of  thee,  if  that  I  shal ! 
Bat  nathelees,  though  that  I  sholde  deyo, 
lliat  thoa  art  noon  of  tho,  that  dorste  I 
seye.  931 

134  Now  heet  thy  hrest,  and  sey  to  god 

of  love, 
"  Thy  grace,  lord !  for  now  I  me  repente 
If  I  mis  gpak,  for  now  my-self  I  love  :" 
Thiu  sey  with  al  thsm  herte  in  good  en- 
tente,' 935 
Qnod  Troilas,  *  a !  lord  !  I  me  oonsente. 
And  pray  to  thee  my  japes  thon  foryive, 
And  I  ahal  never-more  whyl  I  live.' 

135.  *Thow  seyst  wel,'  quod  Pandare,  *  and 

now  I  hope 
That  thoa  the  goddes  wratthe  hast  al 

apesed ;  940 

And  aithen  thon  hast  wepen  many  a  drope, 
And  seyd  swich  thing  wher-with  thy  god 

isplesed, 
Xow  wolde  never  god  bnt  thon  were  esed ; 
And  think  wel,  she  of  whom  rist  al  thy  wo 
Here-after  may  thy  comfort  been  al-so.  945 

136i  For  thilke  ground,  that  bereth  the 

wedes  wikke, 
Bereth  eek  thise  holaom  herbes,  as  fdl  ofbe 
Kext  the  foole  netle,  rough  and  thikke. 
The  rose  waxeth  swote  and  smothe  and 

Bofte; 
And  next  the  valey  is  the  hil  a-lofte ;  950 
And  next   the  derke  night    the    glade 

morwe  j 
And  also  joye  is  next  the  fyn  of  sorwe. 

13T.  Now  loke  that  atempre  be  thy  brydel, 
And,  for  the  beste,  ay  snffre  to  the  tyde, 
Or  elles  al  onr  labour  is  on  ydel ;  955 

He  hasteth  wel  that  wysly  can  abyde ; 
Be  diligent,  and  trewe,  and  ay  wel  hyde. 
Be  lusty,  firee,  persevere  in  thy  servyse. 
And  al  is  wel,  if  thou  werke  in  this  wyse. 

138.   But    he  that    parted  is    in    every 

place  960 

U  no-wher  hool,  as  writen  olerkes  wyse ; 


What  wonder  is,  though  swich  oon  have 

no  grace? 
Eek  wostow  how  it  fareth  of  som  servyse  ? 
As  plaunte  a  tre  or  herbe,  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  on  the  morwe  pulle  it  up  as  blyvo,  965 
No  wonder  is,  though  it  may  never  thryve. 

139.  And  sith  that  god  of  love  hath  thee 
bistowed 

In  place  digne  un-to  thy  worthinesse, 
Stond  faste,  fortogoo<lport  hastow  rowed ; 
And  of  thy-self,  for  any  hevinesso,       970 
Hope  alwey  wel ;  for,  but-if  drerinesse 
Or  over-haste  our  bothe  labour  shende, 
I  hope  of  this  to  maken  a  good  ende. 

140.  And  wostow  why  I  am  the  lasse  a- 
fere<l 

Of  this  matere  with  my  nece  trete  ?     975 
For  this  have  I  herd  seyd  of  wyse  y-lered, 
"  Was  never  man  ne  woman  yet  bigete 
That  was  unapt  to  suffren  loves  hete 
Celestial,  or  elles  love  of  kinde ; "         979 
For-thy  som  grace  I  hope  in  hir  to  finde. 

141.  And  for  to  speke  of  hir  in  special, 
Hir  beautee  to  bithinken  and  hir  youthe. 
It  sit  hir  nought  to  be  celestial 

As  yet,  though  that  hir  liste  bothe  and 
couthe ;  984 

But  trewely,  it  sete  hir  wel  right  nouthe 
A  worthy  knight  to  loven  and  cheryce, 
And  bnt  she  do,  I  holde  it  for  a  yyce. 

142.  Wherfore  I  am,  and  wol  be,  ay  redy 
To  peyne  me  to  do  yow  this  servyse  ; 
For  bothe  yow  to  plose  thus  hope  I      990 
Her-afterward  ;  for  ye  beth  bothe  wyse, 
And  conne  it  counseyl  kepe  in  swich  a 

wyse. 
That  no  man  shal  the  wyser  of  it  bo ; 
And  so  we  may  be  glade<l  alle  three. 

143.  And,  by  my  trouthe,   I  have  right 
now  of  thee  995 

A  good  conceyt  in  my  wit,  as  I  gesse. 
And  what  it  is,  I  wol  now  that  thou  see. 
I  thenke,  sith  that  love,  of  his  goodnosse, 
Hath  thee  converted  out  of  wikkednesse. 
That  thou  shalt  be    the   beste  post,  I 
love,  1000 

Of  al  his  lay,  and  most  his  foos  to-greve. 
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141.  Ensample  why,  see  now  these  wsrte 

clerkes, 
That  erren  aldermost  a-yein  a  lawe, 
And  ben    converted    firom    hir   wikked 

werkes 
Thorugh  grace  of  god,  that  list  hem  to 

him  drawe,  1005 

Than  am  they  folk  that  han  most  god  in 

awe, 
And    8trengest-fe3rthed    been,    I    nnder- 

stonde, 
And  conne  an  erroor  alder-best  with- 

stonde.' 

145.  Whan  Troilos  had  herd   Pandare 
assented 

To  been  his  help  in  loving  of  Criseyde,  loio 
Wex  of  his  wo,  as  who  se3rth,  nntormented. 
Bat  hotter  wex  his  love,  and  thnsheseyde. 
With  sobre  ohere,  al-thoogh  his  herte 

pleyde, 
'  Now  blisfnlYennshelpe,  er  that  I  sterve, 
Of  thee,  Pandare,  I  may  som  thank  de- 
serve. 1015 

146.  But,  dere  fi-end,  how  shal  myn  wo 
ben  lesse 

Til  this  be  doon  ?  and  goode,  eek  tel  me 

this, 
How  wiltow  seyn  of  me  and  my  destresse  P 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  this  drede  I  most, 

y-wis, 
Or  nil  not  here  or  trowen  how  it  is.    1020 
Al  this  drede  I,  and  eek  for  the  manere 
Of  thee,  hir  eem,  she  nil  no  swich  thing 

here.' 

147.  Quod  Pandams,   'thou  hast  a  fhl 
gret  care 

Lest  that  the  cherl  may  fiUle  oat  of  the 
mone !  1024 

Why,  lord  !  I  hate  of  thee  thy  nyce  fare ! 
Why,  entremete  of  that  thou  hast  to  done ! 
For  goddes  love,  I  bidde  thee  a  bone, 
So  lat  me  alone,  and  it  shal  be  thy  beste. ' — 
*  Why,  freend,'  quod  he,  *  now  do  right  as 
thee  leste. 

148.  Bat  herke,  Pandare,  o  word,  for  I 
nolde  lojo 

That  thon  in  me  wendest  so  greet  folye. 
That  to  my  lady  I  desiren  sholde 


That  toacheth  harm  or  any  vilenye ; 
For  dredelees,  me  were  lever  dye       1034 
Than  she  of  me  ought  elles  understode 
But  that,  that  mighte  aonnen  in-togode:' 

149.  Tho  lough  this  Pandare,  and  anoon 
answerde, 

*  And  I  thy  borw?  fy !  no  wi^t  dooth 

but  so; 
I  roughte  nought  though  that  she  stode 

and  herde  10^ 

How  that  thou  seyst ;  but  fSEire-wel,  I  wol  ga 
A-dieu !  be  glad  !  god  spede  us  bothe  two! 
Yif  me  this  labour  and  this  besinesse, 
And  of  my  speed  be  thyn  al  that  swetoMse.' 

150.  Tho  Troilns  gan  donn  on  knees  to 
falle,  10^ 

And  Pandare  in  his  armes  bente  faste, 
And  seyde,  *  now,  fy  on  the  Grekes  alle ! 
Yet,  pardee,  god  shal  helpe  us  at  thelaste; 
And  dredelees,  if  that  my  lyf  may  laste. 
And  god  to-fom,  lo,  som  of  hem  shal 

smerte; 
And  yet  me  athinketh  that  this  avannt 

me  asterte !  to=n 

151.  Now,  Pandare,  I  can  no  more  seje^ 
But  thou  wys,   thou  wost,  thou  majst 

thon  art  al ! 
My  lyf,  my  deeth,  hool  in  thyn  honde 

I  leye ; 
Help  now,*  quod  he.  *  Yls,  by  my  tronUie 

IshaL' 
'God   yelde  thee,  fineend,  and    this  in 

special,*  ip«;5 

Quod  Troilus,  '  that  thou  me  reoomannde 
To    hir    that    to    the    deeth    me  mtj 

comaunde.' 

152.  This  Pandams  tho,  desirous  to  serve 
His  fulle  freend,  than  seyde  in  this  manere. 
*  Fiar-wel,  and  thenk  I  wol  thy  thank 

deserve ;  1060 

Have  here  my  trouthe,  and  that  thon 

shalt  wel  here.* — 
And  wente  his  wey^  thenking  on  this 

matere. 
And  how  he  best  mighte  hir  beseche  ot 

grace, 
And  finde  a  tyme  ther-to,  and  a  place. 
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153.  For  ereiy  wight  that  hath  an  hons 
to  fonnde  1065 

Ke  renneth  nought  the  werk  for  to  bi- 

ginne 
With  rakel  hond,   bat  he  wol  byde  a 

stoonde, 
Andsendehisherteslyne  out  fro  with-inne 
Alderfirst  hia  porpoe  for  to  winne.      1069 
Al  this  Pandare  in  his  herte  thonghtef 
And  caste  his  werk    fill  wysly,  or   he 

wronghte. 

154.  Bat  Troilos  lay  tho  no  lenger  doan. 
Bat  up  anoon  ap-on  his  stede  bay. 

And  in  the  feld  he  pleyde  tho  leoon ; 
Wo  was  that  Greek  that  with  him  mette 
that  day.  1075 

And  in  the  toon  his  maner  tho  forth  ay 
So  goodly  was,  and  gat  him  so  in  grace, 
That  ech  him  lorede  that  loked  on  his  face. 


155.  For  he  bioom  the  frendlyeste  wight, 
The  gentileste,  and  eek  the  moste  free,  1080 
The  thriftieste  and  oon  the  beste  knight, 
That  in  his  tyme  was,  or  mighte  be. 
Dede  were  his  japes  and  his  craeltee, 
His     heighe     port     and     his     manere 

estrannge. 
And  ech  of  tho  gan  for  a-vertu  chaange. 

156.  Now   lat   OS  stinte   of  Troilos   a 
stoonde,  1086 

That   &reth    lyk  a  man   that    hort  is 

sore. 
And  is  somdel  of  akinge  of  his  woonde 
Y-lissed  wel,  bat  heled  no  del  more  : 
And,  as  an  esy  pacient,  the  lore  1090 

Abit  of  him  that  gooth  aboote  his  core  ; 
And  thos  he  dryveth  forth  his  aventore. 

Explicit  Liber  Primus. 
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1.  Oct  of  these  blake  wawes  for  to  sayle, 
0  wind,  O  wind,  the  weder  ginneth  clere ; 
For  in  this  see  the  boot  hath  swich  tra- 

Tayle, 
Of  my  conning  that  onnethe  I  it  stere  : 
This  see  clepe  I  the  tempestoos  matere  5 
Of  desesp^yr  that  Troilos  was  inne : 
Bat  now  of  hope  the  calendes  biginne. 

'i.  0  lady  myn,  that  called  art  deo, 
Thou  be  my  speed  fro  this  forth,  and  my 

muse, 
To  Tyme  wel  this  book,  til  I  have  do  ;     10 
Me  nedeth  here  noon  other  art  to  ose. 
For-why  to  every  lovere  I  me  excose, 
That  of  no  sentement  I  this  endyte, 
Bat  out  of  Latin  in  my  tonge  it  wiyte. 

5.  Wherfore  I  nil  have  neither  thank  ne 
blame  15 

Of  al  this  werk,  but  pray  yow  mekely, 
WsbUmeth  me,  if  any  word  be  lame, 
For  as  myn  aoctor  seyde,  so  seye  I. 
Kek  though  I  speke  of  love  onfelingly, 


No  wonder  is,  for  it  no-thing  of  newe  is ;  20 " 
A  blind  man  can  nat  joggen  wel  in  hewis. 

4.  Ye  knowe  eek,  that  in  forme  of  speche 

is  chaonge 
With-inne  a  thoosand  yeer,  and  wordes 

tho 
That  hadden  prys,  now  wonder  nyce  and 

straonge 
Us  thinketh  hem ;   and  yet  they  spake 

hem  so,  35 

And  spedde  as  wel  in  love  as  men  now  do ; 
Eek  for  to  winne  love  in  sondry  ages, 
In  sondry  londes,  sondry  been  osages. 

5.  And  for-thy  if  it  happe  in  any  wyse, 
That  here  be  any  lovere  in  this  place    30 
That  herkeneth,  as  the  story  wol  devyse, 
How  Troilos  com  to  his  lady  grace. 
And  thenketh,  so  nolde  I  nat  love  por- 

ohace, 
Or  wondreth  on  his  speche  and  his  doinge, 
I  noot ;  hot  it  is  me  no  wonderinge  ;     35 

6.  For  every  wight  which  that  to  Rome 

went, 
Halt  nat  o  path,  or  alwey  o  manere ; 
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£ek  in  som  lond  were  al  the  gamen  iihent, 
If  that  they  ferde  in  love  as  men  don  here, 
Ab  thns,  in  open  doing  or  in  chere,  40 
In  visitinge,  in  forme,  or  seyde  hir  sawes ; 
For-thy  men  seyn,  eoh  oontree  hath  his 
lawes. 

7.  Eekioarsly  been  ther  in  this  place  three 
That  han  in  love  seyd  lyk  and  doon  in  al ; 
For  to  thy  purpos  this  mtky  lyken  thee,  45 
And  thee  right  nought,  yet  al  is  seyd  or 

shal; 
Eek  som  men  grave  in  tree,  som  in  stoon 

wal, 
As  it  bitit ;  bnt  sin  I  have  begonne, 
Hyn  anotor  shal  I  folwen,  if  I  conne. 

Explicit  prolieaiium  Secnndi  LibrL 

Indpit  Liber  Secnndus. 

8.  In  May,  that  moder  is  of  monthes  glade, 
That  fresshe  floores,  blewe,  and  whyte, 

and  rede,  51 

Ben  qnike  agayn,  that  winter  dede  made. 
And  fol  of  bawme  is  fletingo  evory  mede ; 
Whan  Phebus  doth  his  brighte  hemes 

sprede 
Right  in  the  whyte  Bole,  it  so  bitidde    55 
As  I  shal  singe,  on  Mayes  day  the  thridde, 

9.  That  Pandams,  for  al  his  wjrse  speche, 
Felte  eek  his  part  of  loves  shottes  kene, 
That,  coude  he  never  so  wel  of  loving 

preche. 
It  made  his  hewe  a-day  ful  ofte  grene ;  60 
So  shoop  it,  that  him  fil  that  day  a  tene 
In  love,  for  which  in  wo  to  bedde  he  wente, 
And  made,  er  it  was  di^,  Ail  many  a  wente. 

1 0.  The  s walwe  Proign6,  with  a  sorwfiil  lay. 
Whan  morwe  com,  gan  make  hir  wey- 

mentinge,  65 

Why  she  forshapen  was ;  and  ever  la^ 
Pandare  a-bedde,  half  in  a  slomeringe, 
Til  she  BO  neigh  him  made  hir  chiteringe 
How  Terens  gan  forth  hir  soster  take. 
That  with  the  noyse  of  hir  he  gan  a-wake ; 

11.  And  gan  to  calle,  and  dresse  him  up 
to  ryse,  71 

Kemembringe  him  his  erand  was  to  done 
From  Troilas,  and  eek  his  greet  empryse ; 


And  caste  and  knew  in  good  plyt  was  the 

mone 
To  doon  viage,  and  took  his  w^y  fnl  tone 
Un-to  his  neces  paleys  ther  bi-oyde ;     76 
Now  Janos,  god  of  entree,  thou  him  gyde ! 

12.  Whan  he  was  oome  nn-to  his  neces 
place, 

*  Wher  is  my  lady  ?'  to  hir  folk  seydeh«; 
And  they  him  tolde ;  and  he  forth  in  gan 

pace.  So 

And  fond,  two  othere  ladyes  sete  and  ihe 
With-inno  a  paved  parlour ;  and  they  three 
Herden  a  mayden  reden  hem  the  geste 
Of  the  Sege  of  Thebes,  whyl  hem  leste.  ^ 

18.  QnodP^mdaras,'madame,godyowBee. 
With  al  yoor  book  and  al  the  companye!' 

*  Ey,  uncle  myn,  welcome  y-wis,'  quod  she. 
And  up  she  roos,  and  by  the  bond  in  bye 
She  took  him  £ute,  and  seyde, '  this  night 

thrye. 
To  goode  mote  it  tnme,  of  yow  I  mett«!' 
And  with  that  word  she  donn  on  bench 

him  sette.  91 

14.  '  Te,  neoe,  ye  shal  fare  wel  the  bet, 
If  god  wole,  al  this  yeer,*  quod  Pandanu ; 
'  But  I  am  sory  that  I  have  yow  let  94 
To  herknen  of  your  book  ye  prejrsen  thus; 
For  goddes  love,  what  seith  it  ?  tel  it  us. 
Is  it  of  love  ?  O,  som  good  ye  me  lere  V 

*  Uncle,'  quod  she,  'your  maistresse  is  not 

here!' 

15.  With  that  they  gonnen  laughe,  and 
tho  she  seyde,  99 

*This  romaunce  is  of  Thebes,  that  we  rede; 
And  we  han  herd  how  that  king  Lsias 

deyde 
Thurgh  Edippus  his  sone,  and  al  that  dede ; 
And  here  we  stenten  at  these  lettres  rede, 
How  the  bisshop,  as  the  book  can  telle, 
Amphiorax,  fll  thurgh  the  ground  to  helle.' 

16.  Quod  Pandams,  '  al  this  knowe  I  my- 
selve,  ro6 

And  al  th'assege  of  Thebes  and  the  oare; 
For  her-of  been  ther  maked  bokes  twelTe>- 
But  lat  be  this,  and  tel  me  how  ye  fare ; 
Do  wey  your  barbe,  and  shew  your  fsoe 
bare;  !»> 
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Do  wey  your  book,  rys  np,  «nd  lat  us 

daonce, 
And  Ut  OS  don  to  May  soxn  observannce.* 

17.  •  A !  god  forbede  !*  quod  she,  *  be  ye 

mad? 
Is  that  a  widewes  lyf,  so  god  yon  save  ? 
By  god,  ye  maken  me  right  sore  a-drad,  1 15 
Ye  ben  so  wilde,  it  semeth  as  ye  rave ! 
It  sete  me  wel  bet  ay  in  a  cave 
To  Udde,  and  rede  on  holy  sejnites  lyves : 
Lat  maydens  gon  to  daunce,  and  yonge 

IS.  *  As  ever  thryve  1/  quod  this  Pandarus, 
'Tet  oonde  I  telle  a  thing  to  doon  yon 

pleye.*  lai 

*■  Xow  unele  dere, '  quod  she,  *  tel  it  us 
For  goddes  love ;  is  than  th'assege  aweye  ? 
I  am  of  Grekee  so  ferd  that  I  deye.' 
'Xiy,  nay/  quod  he,  'as  ever  mote  I 

thryve !  125 

It  is  a  thing  wel  bet  than  swiche  fyve.' 

19.  '  Ye,  holy  god ! '  quod  she, '  what  thing 
is  that? 

What?  bet  than  swiche  fyve?   ey^  nay, 

y-wis! 
For  al  this  world  ne  can  I  reden  what 
It  sholde  been ;  som  jape,  I  trowe,  is  this ; 
And  bat  yomHMlven  telle  uswhat  it  is,  131 
Hy  wit  is  for  to  arede  it  al  to  lene  ; 
As  help  me  god,  I  noot  nat  what  ye  mene.* 

20.  'And  I  your  borow,  ne  never  shal, 
forme, 

lids  thing  be  told  to  3^w,  as  mote  I 

thryve!*  135 

'  And  why  so,  uncle  myn  ?  why  so  ?'  quod 

she. 
'By  god/  quod  he,  '  that  wole  I  telle  as 

Uyve; 
For  prouder  womman  were  ther  noon  on- 

lyve, 
.\nd  ye  it  wiste,  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye  ; 
I  jape  nought,  as  ever  have  I  joye ! '     140 

2L  Tho  gan  she  wondren  more  than  bi- 

fom 
Athousand  fold,  and doun  hir eyen  caste ; 
For  never,  sitb  the  tyme  that  she  was  bom. 
To  knowe  thing  desired  she  so  faste  ;  144 


Ajid  with  a  syk  she  seyde  him  at  the  laste, 
*  Now,  uncle  myn,  I  nil  yow  nought  dis- 

plese, 
Nor  axen  more,  that  may  do  yow  disese.' 

22.  So  after  this,  with  many  wordes  glade. 
And  fireendly  tales,  and  with  mery  chere, 
Of  this  and  that  they  pleyde,  and  gunnen 

wade  150 

In  many  an    unkouth  glad    and    deep 

matere. 
As  ft^endes  doon,  whan  they  ben  met 

y-fere; 
Til  she  gan  axen  him  how  Ector  ferde, 
That  was  the  tounes  wal  and  Grekes  yerde. 

28.* '  Fnl  wel,  I  thanke  it  god,*  quod  Pan- 
darus, 155 
'Save  in  his  arm  he  hath  a  litel  wounde ; 
And  eek  his  fresshe  brother  TroUus, 
The  wyse  worthy  Ector  the  secounde, 
In  whom  that  every  vertu  list  abounde. 
As  alle  tronthe  and  alle  gentillesse,      160 
Wysdom,  honour,  fredom,  and  worthi- 
nesse.* 

24.  '  In  good  feith,  eem,*  quod  she,  '  that 
lyketh  me ; 

They  faren  wel,  god  save  hem  bothe  two ! 
For  trewely  I  holde  it  greet  deyntee 
A  kinges  sone  in  armes  wel  to  do,        165 
And  been  of  good  condiciouns  ther-to ; 
For  gn'eet  power  and  moral  vertu  here 
Is  selde  y-seye  in  o  persone  y-fere.' 

25.  'In  good  feith,  that  is  sooth,'  quod 
Pandarus; 

» But,  by  my  trouthe,  the  king  hath  sones 
tweye,  170 

That  is  to  mene,  Ector  and  Troilns, 
That  certainly,  though  that  I  sholde  deye, 
They  been  as  voyde  of  vyces,  dar  I  seye, 
As  any  men  that  liveth  under  the  sonne, 
Hir  might  is  wyde  y-knowe,  and  what 
they  conne.  175 

26.  Of  Ector  nedeth  it  nought  for  to  telle ; 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  a  bettre  knight 
Than  he,  that  is  of  worthinesse  welle  ; 
And  he  wel  more  vertu  hath  than  might. 
This  knoweth  many  a  wys  and  worthy 

wight.  i»to 
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Tho  same  pi^s  of  Troiltui  I  seye, 
God  help  me  so,  I  knowe  not  swiohe 
tweye.* 

27.  '  By  god,'  quod  she,  *  of  Eotor  that  is 
sooth ; 

Of  Troilos  the  same  thing  trowe  I ; 
For  dredelees,  men  tellen  that  he  dooth 
In  armes  day  by  day  so  worthily,  i86 

And  bereth  him  here  at  hoom  so  gentilly 
To  every  wight,  that  al  the  piys  hath  he 
Of  hem  that  me  were  levest  preysed  be/ 

28.  *  Ye  sey  right  sooth,  y-wis,*  qnod  Pan- 
dams;  190 

*■  For  yesterday,  who-so  hadde  with  him 

been. 
He  might  have  wondred  np-on  Troilns  ; 
For  never  yet  so  thikke  a  swarm  of  been 
Ne  fleigh,  as  Grekes  fro  him  gonne  ileen ; 
And  thomgh  the  feld,  in  every  wightes 

ere,  195 

Ther  nas  no  ory  bnt  "Troilns  is  there!" 

29.  Now  here,  now  there,  he  hunted  hem 
sofaste, 

Ther  nas  bnt  Grekes  blood  ;  and  Troilus, 
Now  hem  he  hurte,  and  hem  alle  donn  he 

caste; 
Ay  where  he  wente  it  was  arayed  thus :  aoo 
He  was  hir  deeth,  and  sheld  and  lyf  for  us ; 
That  as  that  day  ther  dorste  noon  with- 

stonde, 
Whyl  that  he  held  his  blody  swerd  in 

honde. 

df).  Therto  he  is  the  freendlieste  man 
Of  grete  estat,  that  ever  I  saw  my  lyve  ; 
And  wher  him  list,  best  felawshipe  can  ao6 
To  snche  as  him  thinketh  able  for  to 

thryve.' 
And  with  that  word  tho  Pandarus,   as 

blyve. 
He  took  his  leve,  and  seyde,  'I  wol  go 

henne:' 
'  Nay,  blame  have  I,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she 

thenne.  210 

81.  'What  eyleth  yow  to  be  thus  wery 

sone, 
And  namelich  of  wommen  ?  wol  ye  so  ? 
Nay,  sitteth  down ;  by  god,  I  have  to  done 


With  yow,  to  speke  of  wisdom  er  ye  ga' 
And  every  wight  that  was  a-boate  hem 

tho,  215 

That  herde  that,  gan  fer  a-wey  to  stonde, 
Whyl  they  two  hadde  al  that  hem  lijto 

in  honde. 

82.  Whan  that  hir  tale  al  bioaghtwas  to 

an  ende 
Of  hire  estat  and  of  hir  govemaanoe,  319 
Quod  Pandarus,  *  now  is  it  tyme  1  wend«; 
But  yet,  I  seye,  aryseth,  lat  us  daonoe, 
And  cast  your   widwes   habit  to  mis* 

chaunoe : 
What  list  3WW  thus  your-eelf  to  disfigure, 
Sith  3row  is  tid  thus  fair  an  aventnre?' 

88.  *  A !  wel  bithonght !  for  love  of  god.' 
quod  she,  »5 

*  Shal  I  not  witen  what  ye  mene  of  this?' 

*  No,  this  thing  azeth  layser, '  tho  quod  he, 

*  And  eek  me  wolde  muche  greve,  y-wis, 
If  I  it  tolde,  and  ye  it  toke  amis. 

Yet  were  it  bet  my  tonge  for  to  stille  s^ 
Than  seye  a  sooth  that  were  ayeins  yoar 
wille. 

84.  For,  nece,  by  the  goddesse  Minerre, 
And  Juppiter,  that  maketh  the  thonder 

ringe, 
And  by  the  blisful  Venus  that  I  serve. 
Ye  been    the   womman    in   this  world 

Uvinge,  23s 

With-oute  paramours,  to  my  witinge, 
That  I  best  love,  and  lothest  am  to  grete, 
And  that  ye  witen  wel  your-self,  I  leve.' 

85.  *  Y-wis,  myn  uncle,'  quod  she,  'grsnt 
mercy; 

Your  freendship  have  I  founden  everyit; 
I  am  to  no  man  holden  trewely  241 

So  muche   as    yow,  and   have  so  litel 

quit; 
And,  with  the  grace  of  god,  emforth  my 

wit. 
As  in  my  gilt  I  shal  you  never  offends  ; 
And  if  I  have  er  this,  I  wol  amende.    US 

86.  But,  for  the  love  of  god,  I  yow  be- 
seche, 

As  ye  ben  he  that  I  most  love  and  tiiste, 
Lat  be  to  me  your  fremde  maner  qpeohe, 
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And  sey  to  me,  yonr  nece,  what  yow  ligte : ' 
And  with  that  word  hir  nnde  anoon  hlr 
kiste,  350 

And  sejde,  '  gladlj,  lere  neoe  dere, 
Tak  it  for  good  that  I  shal  seye  yow  here.' 

87.  With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  dotm  to 
caste, 

And  Pandanu  to  coghe  gan  a  lyte,       354 
And  leyde,  *  nece,  alwey,  lo !  to  the  laste, 
How-so  it  be  that  Bom  men  hem  delyte 
With  subtil  art  hir  tales  for  to  endyte, 
Tet  for  al  that,  in  hir  entencionn, 
Hir  tale  is  al  for  som  condnsioon. 

88.  And  dthen    th^ende   is   every  tales 
strengthe,  360 

And  this  matere  is  so  bihovely, 

What  sholde  I  peynte  or  drawen  it  on 

lengthe 
Toyow,  that  been  my  freend  so  feithfdlly  ?  * 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  right  inwardly 
Biholden  hir,  and  loken  on  hir  face,    265 
And  seyde,  ^on  snche  a  miroor  goode 

grace!' 

80.  Than  thoughte  he  thns,  *  if  I  my  tale 

endyte 
Ong^t  hard,  or  make  a  prooes  any  whyle, 
8be  shal  no  savonr  han  ther-in  bat  lyte, 
And  trowe  I  wolde  hir  in  my  wil  bigyle. 
For  tendre  wittes  wenen  al  be  wyle      371 
Ther-as  they  can  nat  pleynly  nnderstonde ; 
For-thy  hir  wit  to  serven  wol  I  fonde  * — 

40.  And  loked  on  hir  in  a  besy  wyse,   374 
And  she  was  war  that  he  byheld  hir  so, 
And  seyde,  4ord !  so  faste  ye  me  avyse ! 
Seyye  me  never  er  now?  what  seyye,  no?' 
'Tee,  yes,'  quod  he,  *  and  bet  wole  er  I  go ; 
Bat,  by  my  tronthe,    I  thoaghte   now 

if  ye 
Be  fortanat,  for  now  men  shal  it  see.   380 

41.  For  to  every  wight  som  goodly  aven- 
tare 

80m  tyme  is  shape,  if  he  it  can  receyven  ; 
And  if  that  he  wol  take  of  it  no  care. 
Whan  that  it  cometh,  but  wilfully  it 

weyven, 
I«,  neither  cas  nor  fortune  him  deceyven. 


But  right  his  verr^y  slouthe  and  wrecohed- 

nesse;  386 

And  swioh  a  wig^t  is  for  to  blame,  I  gesse. 

42.  Good  aventure,  O  bale  nece,  have  ye 
Ful  lightly  founden,  and  ye  conne  it  tcJce; 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  and  eek  of  me, 
Cacche  it  anoon,  lest  aventure  slake.    391 
What  sholde  I  lenger  proces  of  it  make  ? 
Yif  me  your  hond,  for  in  this  world  is 

noon. 
If  that  yon  list,  a  wight  so  wel  begoon.  994 

48.  And  sith  I  speke  of  good  entencioun. 
As  I  to  yow  have  told  wel  here-bifom. 
And  love  as  wel  jrour  honour  and  renoun 
As  creature  in  al  this  world  y-bom ; 
By  alle  the  othes  that  I  have  yow  sworn, 
And  ye  be  wrooth  therfore,  or  wene  I  lye, 
Ne  shal  I  never  seen  yow  eft  with  yd.    301 

44.  Beth  nought  agast,  ne  quaketh  nat ; 
wher-to  ? 

Ke  ohaungeth  nat  for  fere  so  your  hewe ; 
For  hardely,  the  werste  of  this  is  do ; 
And  though  my  tale  as  now  be  to  yow 

newe,  305 

Yet  trist  alwey,  ye  shal  me  finde  trewe ; 
And  were  it  thing   that  me  thoughte 

unsittinge. 
To  yow  nolde  I  no  swiche  tales  bringe.' 

45.  *  Now,  my  good  eem,  for  goddes  love, 
I  preye,'  309 

Quod  she,  'com  of,  and  tel  me  what  it  is; 
For  bothe  I  am  agast  what  ye  wol  aeye, 
And  eek  me  longeth  it  to  wite,  y-wis. 
For  whether  it  be  wel  or  be  amis, 
6ey  on,  lat  me  not  in  this  fere  dweller' 
'So  wol  I  doon,  now  herkneth,  I  shal 
telle:  3^5 

46.  Kow,  neoe  myn,  the  kinges  dere  sone, 
The  goode,  wyse,  worthy,  fresshe,  and  firee. 
Which  alwey  for  to  do  wel  is  his  wone, 
The  noble  Troilus,  so  loveth  thee, 
That,  hot  ye  helpe,  it  wol  his  bane  be.  320 
Lo,  here  is  al,  what  sholde  I  more  seye  ? 
Doth  what  yow  list,  to  make  him  live  or 


47.  But  if  ye  lete  him  deye,  I  wol  sterve; 
Have  her  my  trouthe,  nece,  I  nil  not  Ijren ; 
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Al  Bhnldei  I  -wiih   this  Itnyf  my  tJnotg 

kerve '—  3^5 

Witli  thftt  the  teres  bmete  out  of  !hl«  y#Ti, 

And  fteytio,  'if  thiit  ^e  dnon    ns  bothe 

Thus  g:Uteleeiiit  tliotn  hiivci  ye  fi£ahi5d  fiure ; 
Wli&t  jfaende  jc,  tbou^li  tha.t  we  bothe 

48.  Allss!  he  whioh  that  is  mj  lord  «o 

That  trewo  man,  that  noble  gentil  knight^ 
That  nomght  d&sirf^th  bnt  your  freeiMUy 

I  sue  him  deyn^  ther  he  gath  np-rl^bt. 
And  hoietcith  him^  with  al  his  fnlle  nij^ht, 
For  t(»  be  slayn,  if  fortune  wol  aBseute ;  3^35 
ALloB  *    that  god  yow  swioh   a  beautee 

BBUtel 

49,  If  it  he  no  that  j-e  »  cnual  he. 

That  of  liis  det^th  yow  liste  non^ht  to 

That  ia  sn  trewe  ftiul  TKorthy,  as  ye  aee^ 
No  more  than  of  a  Jiipere  tfr  a.  wrewihoT  540 
If  ye  be  Ewicb,  your  beantoe  ma^  not 

strectfhe 
To  makuk  mui?ndes  af  ho  cruol  a  dede 


52.  Now  utider«ttnid,  for  I  yow  : 

requere^ 
To  bindio  yow  to  him  thoni^h  no  bc^h&^s^' 
But  only  that  ye  make  bim  bett  re  cb^re^  3*1 
Than  ye  baQ  doon  er  thiai^  and  more  f^A^ 
Bt:i  that  hiiit  lyi'be  savod,  at  the  le«t<i 
This  al  and  som,  and  plajrnly  orcir  fititeov^ti,- 
God  heipe  m«  «o,  I  nefver  other  iii«aitft.  3^ 

58.  Lo,  this  request  is  not  hutskilft,  f-wit, 
Xe  doute  of  reson,  pardeti^  is  ther  nooiu 
I  aette  the  worflte  that  y«3  dr«>ddeia  thi« 
Men  wold«n  wondren  s««n  him  ram»  <m 

ffoon: 
Ther-Byt3jns  answere  t  thus  ^uoon^     )|*9 
That  every  wight,  but  be  be  fool  of  kii^d^ 
Wol  dime  it  love  of  freendahip  in  Ml 

minde, 

^L  What?  who  mil  deme,  thoti^  hi  m* 

a  tnan 
To  temple  go^  that  lie  the  inures  et«th? 
Thenk  &ek  bow  wel  and  wyily  that  isM* 
Qoveme  bim-tielf,  that  he  no-tbUif  ^ 

yeteth,  0 

That,  wher  be  cometb^  he  pryi  a&d  ibMX^ 

him  getetb  ^ 
And  e«k  thfif^to,  he  eibAl  come  httfl  ># 
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Hut  ye  him  love  ayein  for  hia  loving, 
A»  lore  for  love  is  skilAil  gnerdoninge. 

67.  Tbenk  eek,  how  elde  wasteth  every 

hoare 
In  ache  of  yow  a  party  of  beaatee ; 
And  iherfore,  er  that  age  thee  devoure,  395 
Go  love,  for,  olde,  ther  wol  no  wight  of 

thee. 
lat  this  proverbe  a  lore  im«to  yow  be ; 
To  late  y-war,  quod  Beaatee,  whan  it 

pMte;" 
And  elde  dannteth  dannger  at  the  laste. 

58L  The  kinges  fool  ia  woned  to  cryen 

londe,  400 

Whan  that  him   thinketh   a  womman 

bexeth  hir  hyS, 
"  So  longe  mote  ye  live,  and  alle  pronde, 
m  eroweg  feet  be  growe  nnder  your  yfi, 
And  lende  yow  thanne  a  mironr  in  to 
piy«  404 

In  whiche  ye  may  see  yonr  taoea-morwe ! " 
Neee,  I  bid  wiashe  yow  no  more  sorwe.' 

60.  With  this  he  stente,  and  caste  adoon 

the  heed. 
And  ihe  bigan  to  breste  a-wepe  anoon. 
And  leyde,  *  alias,  for  wo!   why  nere  I 

deed? 
For  of  this  world  the  feith  is  al  agoon !  410 
Alias !  what  sholden  straonge  to  me  doon, 
When  he,  that  for  my  beste  freend  I 

wende. 
Bet  me  to  love,  and  sholde  it  me  defende  ? 

6(X  ADss !  I  wolde  han  tmsted,  dontelees, 
IhMi  if  that  I,  thnrgh  my  disaventore,  415 
Had  loved  other  him  or  Achilles, 
Eetor,  or  any  mannes  creature, 
Te  nolde  lum  had  no  mercy  ne  mesnre 
On  me,  bat  alwey  had  me  in  repreve ; 
This  false  world,  alias !  who  may  it  leve  ? 

6t  What?  is  this  al  the  joye  and  al  the 
feste  ?  421 

Is  this  yonr  reed,  is  this  my  blisfal  cas  ? 
Ig  this  the  verray  mede  of  yoor  beheste  ? 
Is  al  this  peynted  proces  seyd,  alias !  424 
Right  for  this  fyn  ?  O  lady  myn,  Pallas ! 
Thoa  in  this  dredfdl  cas  for  me  parveye ; 
Por  so  astonied  am  I  that  I  dey  e ! ' 


62.  With  that  she  gan  ftU  sorwftOly  to 
syke; 

*  A !  may  it  be  no  bet  ?*  qnod  Pandarns ; 

*  By  god,  I  shal  no-more  come  here  this 

wyke,  430 

And  god  to-fom,that  am  mistmsted  thns ; 
I  see  All  wel  that  ye  sette  lyte  of  as, 
Orof oardeeth!  Alias!  I woftd wrecche ! 
Kighte  he  yet  live,  of  me  is  nought  to 

reoche. 

68.  O  orael  god,  O  dispitoose  Marte,    435 
O  Faries  three  of  helle,  on  yow  I  crye  ! 
So  lat  me  never  oat  of  this  hoas  departe, 
If  that  I  mente  harm  or  vilanye  ! 
But  sith  I  see  my  lord  mot  nedes  dye. 
And  I  with  him,  here  I  me  shrjrve,  and 
seye  440 

That  wikkedly  ye  doon  as  bothe  deye. 

64.  Bat  sith  it  lyketh  yow  that   I  be 
deed. 

By  Neptonns,  that  god  is  of  the  see, 
Fro  this  forth  shal  I  never  eten  breed 
Til  I  myn  owene  herte  blood  may  see ;  445 
For  certayn,  I  wole  deye  as  sone  as  he ' — 
And  ap  he  sterte,  and  on  his  wey  he 

raaghte. 
Til  she  agayn  him  by,  the  lappe  caoghte. 

65.  Criseyde,  which  that  wel  neigh  starf 
for  fere, 

So  as  she  was  the  ferftilleste  wight       450 
That  mighte  be,  and  herde  eek  with  hir 

ere, 
And  saw  the  sorwftd  emest  of  the  knight, 
And  in  his  preyere  eek  saw  noon  onright, 
And  for  the  harm  that  mighte  eek  foUen 

more. 
She  gan  to  rewe,  and  dradde  hir  wonder 

sore;  455 

66.  And  thooghte  thas,  *  anhappes  fallen 
thikke 

Alday  for  love,  and  in  swich  maner  cas. 
As  men  ben  crnel  in  hem-self  and  wikke ; 
And  if  this  man  slee  here  him-self,  alias ! 
In  my  presence,  it  wol  be  no  solas.       460 
What  men  wolde  of  hit  deme  I  can  nat 

seye; 
It  nedeth  me  ful  sleyly  for  to  pleye.' 
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67.  And  with  a  sorwftil  eyk  she  sejde 
thrye, 

*  A !  lord !  what  me  is  tid  a  sory  chaxmoe ! 
For  myn  estat  now  lyth  in  jnpartye,  465 
And  eek  myn  ernes  lyf  lyth  in  balannoe ; 
Bat  nathelees,  with  goddes  govemannoe, 
I  shal  so  doon,  myn  honoor  shal  I  kepe. 
And  eek  his  lyf;'  and  stinte  for  to  wepe. 

68.  'Of  harmes  two,  the  lesse  is  for  to 
chese ;  470 

Tet  have  I  lever  maken  him  good  chere 
In  honour,  than  myn  ernes  lyf  to  lese ; 
Ye  seyn,  ye  no-thing  elles  me  reqnere  ? ' 

*  No,  wis,*  qnod  he,  *myn  owene  neoe  dere.* 

*  Now  wel,*  quod  she,  '  and  I  wol  doon  my 

peyne ;  475 

I  shal  mjm  herte  ayeins  my  lust  con- 
st reyne, 

60.  But  that  I  nil  not  holden  him  in 

honde, 
Ne  love  a  man,  ne  can  I  not,  ne  may 
Ayeins  my  wil ;  hut  elles  wol  I  fonde, 
Myn  honour  sauf,  plese  him  fro  day  to 

day;  480 

Ther-to  nolde  I  nought  ones  have  seyd  nay, 
But  that  I  dredde,  as  in  my  fiuitasye ; 
But  cease  cause,  ay  oesseth  maladye. 

70.  And  here  I  make  a  prot^stacioun. 
That  in  this  proces  if  ye  depper  go,      485 
That  certaynly,  for  no  savacioun 

Of  yow,  though  that  ye  sterve  bothe  two, 
Though  al  the  world  on  o  day  be  my  fo, 
Ne    shal   I  never   on   him    han   other 

routhe.' — 
*I  graunte  wel,'  quod  Pandare,  *by  my 

trouthe.  490 

71.  But  may  I  truste  wel  ther-to, '  quod  he, 
'  That,  of  this  thing  that  ye  han  hight  me 

here. 
Ye  wol  it  holden  trewly  un-to  me  ?' 
*Ye,  dontelees,'  quod  she,  'myn  uncle 

dere.' 
*  Ne  that  I  shal  han  cause  in  this  matere,' 
Quod   he,  *to  pleyne,  or  after  yow  to 

preche  ?'  496 

•Why,  no,  pardee;  what  nedeth  more 

speohe?' 


72.  Tho  fillen  they  in  othere  tales  gbde, 
Til  at  the  laste,  *  O  good  eem,'  quod  she 

tho, 
•For  love  of  god,  which  that  us  bothe 

made,  500 

Tel  me  how  first  ye  wisten  of  his  wo: 
Wot  noon  of    hit   but  ye?'   He  eeyde, 

•no.' 
•Can  he  wel  speke  of  love?'  quod  she, 

'  I  preye, 
Tel  me,  for  I  the  bet  me  shal  purveye.' 

78.  Tho  Pandarus  a  litel  gan  to  smyle. 
And  seyde,  •  by  my  trouthe,  I  shal  yow 

teUe.  ?36 

This  other  day,   nought  gon  ful  los^ 

whyle, 
In-with  the  paleys-gard3m,  by  a  welle, 
Gan  he  and  I  wel  half  a  day  to  dwelle, 
Bight  for  to  speken  of  an  ordenaunce,  510 
How  we  the  Grekes  mi^te  disavannce. 

74.  Sone  after  that  bigonne  we  to  lepe. 
And  casten  with  our  dartes  to  and  fro, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  seyde,  he  wolde  slepe, 
And  on  the  gres  a-doun  he  leyde  him  tho; 
And  I  after  gan  rome  to  and  fro  516 

Til  that  I  herde,  as  that  I  welk  allone, 
How  he  bigan  fol  wofully  to  grona 

76.  Tho  gan  I  staike  him  softely  bihiiide. 
And  sikerly,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,     5» 
As  I  can  clepe  ayein  now  to  my  minde, 
Bight  thus  to  Love  he  gan  him  for  to 

pleyne ; 
He  sejrde,  •'  lord !  have  routhe  up^m  mr 

pejrne, 
Al  have  I  been  rebel  in  myn  entente  ; 
Now,  mea  culpa,  lord !  I  me  repente.    w5 

76.  O  god,  that  at  thy  dispoeicioun 
Ledest  the  fyn,  by  juste  purveyaunoe. 
Of  every  wight,  my  lowe  confessioun 
Acoepte  in  gree,  and    send    me  swich 

penaunce  539 

As  lyketh  thee,  but  from  desesperaimc^, 
That  may  my  goost  departe  awey  fro  thee, 
Thou  be  my  sheld,  for  thy  benignitee. 

77.  For  certes,  lord,  so  sore  hath  she  me 
wounded 

That  stod  in  blak,  with  loking  of  hir  yfn. 
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nut  tomyn  hertes  botme  it  is  y-sormded, 
Hioragh  which  I  woot  that  I  mot  nedes 
djen ;  536 

Biii  is  the  wonte,  I  dar  me  not  bi-wryen ; 
ifid  vel  the  hotter  been  the  gledee  rede, 
Out  men  hem  wiyen  with  asshen  pale 
•ttddede.*' 

.%  With  that  he  smoot  hiB  heed  adoon 
AnooHf  540 

And  gan  to  motre,  I  noot  what,  trewely. 
And  I  with  that  gan  stille  awey  to  goon, 
Aod  laet  ther-of  as  no-thing  wist  hadde  I. 
And  eome  ayein  anoon  and  stood  him  by. 
And  ieyde,  "a-wake,  ye   slepen    al   to 

^;  545 

It  Nmeth  nat  that  love  dooth  yow  longe, 

^  Thai  depen  so  that  no  man  may  yow 
wftke. 

^  ley  ever  or  this  so  dul  a  man  ?" 

**  Ye,  freend,"  qnod  he,  "  do  ye  your  hedes 

ske 
'vknre,  and  lat  meliven  as  I  can."    550 
te  thoagh  that  he  for  wo  was  pale  and 

V    '^ 

i<t  made  he  tho  as  fresh  a  contenannce 

Although  he  shnlde  have  led  the  newe 

daonce. 

^  Tliii  pa«ed  forth,  til  now,  this  other 

dsy, 
*^  ^  that  I  com  roming  al  allone         555 
Into  hit  chaombre,  and  fond  how  that  he 

r    ^^ 

^P-r>ii  his  bed  ;  bat  man  so  sore  grone 

^  ^«rde  I  never,  and  what  that  was  his 

'*  viite  I  nought ;  for,  as  I  was  cominge, 
Alndcynly  he  lefte  his  compleyninge.  560 

^.  Of  which  I  took  somwhat  snspecioon, 
^  Deer  I  com,  and  fond  he  wepte  sore ; 
^(od  so  wis  be  my  savacioon, 
^  &«Ter  of  thing  hadde  I  no  ronthe  more. 
'<v  Dttther  with  engyn,  ne  with  no  lore, 
^Bethcs  mighte  I  fro  the  deeth  him 
k«pe;  566 

^  yet  fele  I  mjm  herte  for  him  wepe. 

*•  And  god  wot,  never,  sith  that  I  was 
"  ••  1 80  bi^  no  man  for  to  preche, 


Ne  never  was  to  wight  so  depe  y-sworn, 
Or  he  me  tolde  who  mighte  been  his 
leche.  571 

But  now  to  yow  rehersen  al  his  speche, 
Or  alle  his  woful  wordes  for  to  soune, 
Ne  bid  me  not,  but  ye  wol  see  me  swowne. 

83.  But  for  to  save  his  l3rf,  and   elles 
nought,  575 

And  to  non  harm  of  yow,   thus  am  I 

driven  ; 
And  for  the  love  of  god  that  us  hath 

wrought, 
Swich  chere  him  dooth,  that  he  and  I 

may  liven. 
Now  have    I   plat    to    yow  myn    herte 

schriven ;  579 

And  sin  yo  woot  that  vnyn  entente  is  dene, 
Tak  hede  ther-of,  for  I  non  yvel  mene. 

84,  And  right  good  thrift,  I  pray  to  god, 
have  ye. 

That  han  swich  oon  y-caught  with-onte 

net; 
And  be  ye  wys,  as  ye  ben  fair  to  see, 
Wei  in  the  ring  than  is  the  ruby  set.  585 
Ther  were  never  two  so  wel  y-met. 
Whan  ye  ben  his  al  hool,  as  he  is  yooro : 
Ther  mighty  god  yet  graunte  us  see  that 

houre ! ' 

80.  '  Nay,  therof  spak  I  not,  a,  ha ! '  quod 

she, 
'  As  helpe  me  gotl,  ye  shenden  every  deel ! ' 
'  O  mercy,  dere  nece,'  anoon  quod  he,  591 
*  What-fio  I  spak,  I  mente  nought  but 

weel. 
By  Mars  the  god,  that  helmed  is  of  steel; 
Now  beth  nought  wrooth,  my  blood,  my 

nece  dere.' 
*Now  wel,'  quod  she,  'foryeven  be  it  here ! ' 

86.  With  this  he  took  his  leve,  and  hoom 

he  wente ;  596 

And  lord,  how  he  was  glad  and  wel  bi- 

goon ! 
Criseyde  aroos,  no  lenger  she  ne  stente, 
But  straught  in-to  hir  closet  wente  anoon, 
And  sette  here  doun  as  stille  as  any  stoon, 
And  every  word  gan   up  and   doun   to 

winde,  61^1 

That  he  hadde  seyd,  as  it  com  hir  to 

minde : 
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87.  An«l    wox    sonnlel    astoiiied    in    hir 

thouj>;ht, 
Hieht  for  thu  iiewe  ens ;  but  whan  that 

&be 
Waa  ful  tkrysed,  tho  fond  she  i%ht  ncm^bt 
Of  peril,  Trhy  alio  ongbte  afered  ba,      606 
For  man  hoa.v  love,  ot  poftBibiUtee, 
A  wnmnmn  so,  his  lierte  nifty  to-bi^este, 
Anfl  ahe  nonglit  love  ayi^lc,,  bnt^lf  lur  levte. 

08.  But  rv*!  sbe  sat  allone  and  thonghifi 
thus,  610 

Th'^Bcry  arwfl  at  stAfmish  al  with-<«it*. 
And  men  cryde  in  ths  strete,  *  seeT  Troilna 
Hatli  light  naw  pnt  to  flig^ht  the  Gnakes 

rDiite  f ' 
With  thiii  RTin  al  hir  m&yno©  for  to  ahontei 
*A  J  go  we  aePt  casto  11  p  the  latia  wyde  : 
For  thnrgh  tlils  strota  hfi  moot  to  pfday^ 
lyde  i  6j6 

Se.  FitT  fsther  wey  is  frci  the  ^^ta  noon 
Of  Danlrtnuat  ther  c>iksU  is  thd  ohejmo,* 
With  that  cflnx  he  and  al  his  folk  annon 
An  esy  pas  rj-dinget  in  fOXUOfl  tweyne,  Gao 
Ril^ht  aa  hia  happy  day  was,  sooth  to  wyne, 
For  which,   men   sayj  mny  noaght   dia- 

tTir1rf*d  ho 
That  rilial  lutydpn  of  iitH^tiaiiitt*. 


Hifl  sheld  to-daaslied  was  with  iwezdv 
and  maces,  6to 

Ii^  which  in^ii  Toighte  masy  na  Am 
fin  do 

That  thirls  hadde  hom  and  nirful 
rinde  ; 

And  ay  the  peplacryde^  *  het^iJOQUtliCilE 

And,   next  his  brother,   holdef^  np  o' 
Troya  1' 

sa.  For  which  ha  w«t  a  Bt«l  nad  m 

shani^jf  ^? 

Whan  ha  the  p«ple  mp^a  Mm  lisftSi 

cryon, 
That  to  biholde  it  waa  a  noble  ganiA, 
How  sobfeliche  he  Cft«te  doun  his  jto^ 
Crysayda  gan  al  hia  chare  aspyent 
And  le«t  so  aoite  it  in  hir  herte  iiiik«,  ^ 
That  to  hir-aelf  ahe  SByde*  '  who  jif  lU* 
drinka?" 

01,  For  of  hir  o-wen©  ihonght  sha  wb  tl 

read, 
E«!tneinbfing<j  hir  r%ht  thus,  *  ki,  **"■  *• 

he 

WMeh  that  myn  nucle  awet^th  ha  sw*"* 

l>e  decid, 
Bnt  I  OQ  him  have  rjuTcy  ftml  pii*?*;   <'-^ 


Book  II.] 


^roiftie  anb  Criee^be* 


231 


Xow  who-BO  aeyth  so,  mote  he  never 
thee!  670 

For  every  thin^,  a  ginning  hath  it  nede 
Er  al  be  wronght,  with-onten  any  drede. 

97.  Fori  sey  nought  that  she  so  sodeynly 
Tftf  him  hir  love,  bat  that  she  gan  enolyne 
To  lyke  him  fiiist,  and  I  have  told  yow 

why;  675 

And  after  that,  his  manhod  and  his  pyne 
ICade  love  vrith-inne  hir  for  to  myne, 
For  which,  hy  proces  and  by  good  servyse, 
He  gat  hir  love,  and  in  no  sodeyn  wyse. 

98.  AndalsoblisfViiyennSjWelarayed,  680 
Sat  in  hir  seventhe  hons  of  hevene  tho. 
Disposed  wel,  and  with  asi)ectes  payed. 
To  helpen  sely  Troilns  of  his  wo. 

And,  sooth  to  seyn,  she  nas  nat  al  a  fo 
To  TroQns  in  his  nativitee  ;  685 

God  woot  that  wel  the  soner  spedde  he. 

99.  Now  lat  ns  stinte  of  Troilns  a  throwe. 
That  rydeth  forth,  and  lat  ns  tonme  faste 
Un-to  Criseyde,  that  heng  hir  heed  fal 

lowe, 
Ther-as  she  sat  aUone,  and  gan  to  caste  690 
Wher-on  she  wolde  apoynte  hir  at  the 

hwte, 
If  it  BO  were  hir  eem  ne  wolde  oesse, 
For  Troilns,  np-on  hir  for  to  presse. 

100.  And,  lord !  so  she  gan  in  hir  thought 
argne 

In  this  matere  of  which  I  have  yow 
told,  695 

And  what  to  doon  best  were,  and  what 
eschne, 

That  plyted  she  fdl  ofte  in  many  fold. 

Now  was  hir  herte  warm,  now  was  it  cold. 

And  what  she  thonghte  somwhat  shal  I 
wryte, 

As  to  myn  anctor  listeth  for  to  endyte.  700 

101.  She  thonghte  wel,  that  Troilns  per^ 
sone 

She  knew  by  sighte  and  eek  his  gentil- 

lesse. 
And  thus  she  seyde, '  al  were  it  nonght  to 

done. 
To  grannte  him  love,  yet,  for  his  worthi- 


It  were  hononr,  with  pley  and  with  glad- 
nesse,  705 

In  honestee,  with  swich  a  lord  to  dele. 
For  myn  estat,  and  also  for  his  hele. 

102.  Eek,  wel  wot  I  my  kinges  sone  is  he; 
And  sith  he  hath  to  see  me  swich  deljrt. 
If  I  wolde  utterly  his  sighte  flee,  710 

Parannter  he  mighte  have  me  in  disp3rt, 
Thurgh  which  I  mighte  stonde  in  worse 

plyt; 
Now  were  I  wys,  me  hate  to  purchace, 
With-onten  nede,  ther  I  may  stonde  in 

grace? 

108.  In  every  thing,  I  woot,  ther  lyth 
mesure.  715 

For  though  a  man  forbede  dronkenesse. 
He  nought  for-bet  that  every  creature 
Be  drinkelees  for  alwey,  as  I  gesse  ; 
Eek  sith  I  woot  for  me  is  his  distresse, 
I  ne  oughte  not  for  that  thing  him  des- 
pyse,  7^ 

Sith  it  is  so,  he  meneth  in  good  wjrse. 

104.  And  eek  I  knowe,  of  longe   tyme 
agoon. 

His  thewes  goode,  and  that  he  is  not  nyce. 
Ne  avanntour,  seyth  men,  oertein,  is  he 

noon; 
To  wys  is  he  to  do  so  gret  a  vyoe ;         725 
Ne  als  I  nel  him  never  so  cheiyce. 
That  he  may  make  avaunt,  by  juste  cause; 
He  shal  me  never  binde  in  swiche  a  clause. 

105.  Now  set  a  cas,  the  hardest  Is,  y-wis, 
Men  mighten  deme  that  he  loveth  me :  730 
What  dishonour  were  it  un-to  me,  this  ? 
May  I  him  lette  of  that  ?  why  nay,pardee ! 
I  knowe  also,  and  alday  here  and  see. 
Men  loven  wommen  al  this  toun  aboute ; 
Be  they  the  wers?  why,  nay,  with-onten 

doute.  735 

106.  I  thenk  eek  how  he  able  is  for  to 
have 

Of  al  this  noble  toun  the  thriftieste. 
To  been  his  love,  so  she  hir  honour  save; 
For  out  and  out  he  is  the  worthieste,    739 
Save  only  Ector,  which  that  is  the  beste. 
And  yet  his  lyf  al  lyth  now  in  my  cure. 
But  swich  is  love,  and  eek  myn  aventure. 
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107.  Ne  me  to  love,  a  wonder  is  it  nonglit ; 
F«»r  wol  w«)t  I  niy-self,  so  pod  me  spedOf 
Al  wolde  Ithat  noon  wisWj  of  tliis  thought, 
I  am  <K>n  the  fayroste,  out  of  drede,  7^6 
And  ^ooillieste,  who-50  takoth  hede; 
And  so  men  seyn  in  al  the  toun  of  Troye. 
Wliut  wonder  is  it  though  he  of  me  have 
j^'yey 

1(»^.  T  am  mj-n  oweno  woman,  wel  at  ese, 
I  thanke  it  god,  as  after  myn  estat ;  751 
Jtiglit  yong,  and  stonde  unt^yd  in  lusty 

lese, 
Wirli-outon  jalonsye  or  swicli  debat; 
Slial  n<^K>n  lioiislxindu  sojti  to  mo  "chek- 

mat!" 
y«ir  cither  they  bt^i  fill  t>f  jalousye,       755 
Or  maisterl'ul,  or  lovcn  novelrj'c. 

IW.  What  shal  I  dmtn?  to  wliat  fyn  live 

I  thus? 
Slial  I  nat  lovfii.  in  eas  if  that  me  Icstc? 
Whut.  pur  tlim.rl  1  nin  nought  religions! 
An<l  though  that  I  myn  Iiorto  sctto  at 

rj'ste  76tj 

I'l^m  this  knight,  tliat  is  the  worthieste, 
-\nd    k«'iKj  alwoy   myn   li«»nour   luid   my 

name, 
JBy  alio  right,  it  imiy  do  mo  no  shame.' 


112.  For  love  is  yet  the  moste  ftonnj  lyi, 
Right  of  him-self,  that  ever  wu  bigonne: 
For  ever  som  mistrust^  or  n^Te  irni^  1^ 
Ther  is  in  love,  som  cloud  is  over  the 

Sonne: 
Ther-to  wo  wrecohed  wommen  no4hio< 

I  conne, 

j  Whan  us  is  wo,  but  wepe  and  Bitt«  and 

I  thinke; 

I  Our  wreche  is  this,  our  owene  ^  to 
drinke. 

I  113.  Also  these  wikke^l  touges  been  H 
I  prcst  7^ 

I  To  siHike  us  harm,  eek  men  be  so  nntrewe, 

That,  riglit  anoon  as  cessed  is  hir  leit, 
>  So  cctfseth  love,  and  forth  to  love  s  ne«t: 

But  harm  y-doon,  is  doi>n,  who4o  it  revb 

For  though  these  men  for  love  hem  &# 
to-rende,  ''^ 

Ful  sharp  biginning  breketh  ofte  at  tnJA 

114.  How  ofte  tyme  hath  it  y-kno«en  be, 
The  treson,  that  to  womman  hath  be  do? 
To  what  iyn  is  swich  love,  I  can  nat  k^ 
Or  whcr  bicomth  it,  whan  it  is  agu;  r^ 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  woot,  I  tniwe  «, 
Wher  it  bycomth;   lo,    no  wight  on  i* 
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And  with  an  otber  thought  hir  herte 

qnaketh; 
TbMn  Blepeth   hope,    and    after    dreed 

awaketh ;  810 

Now  hoot,  now  oold;  bat  thus,  bi-twizen 

tweye, 
She  rist  hir  up,  and  went  hir  for  to  pleye. 

IIT.  Adoon  the  eteyre  anoon-right  tho 

she  wente 
In-to  the  gardin,  with  hir  necea  three. 
And  up  and  donn  ther  made  many  a 

wente,  815 

Flezippe,  the,  Tharbe,  and  Antigone, 
To  pleyen,  that  it  joye  was  to  see; 
And  othere  of  hir  wommen,  a  gret  route, 
Hir  folwede  in  the  gardin  al  aboute. 

118.  This  yerd  was  large,  and  rayled  alle 
the  aleyes,  Sao 

And  thadwed  wel  with  blosmy  bowes 
grene. 

And  benched  newe,  and  sonded  alle  the 


In  which  she  walketh  arm  in  arm  hi- 

twene; 
Til  at  the  laste  Antigone  the  shene 
Oan  on  a  Trojan  song  to  singe  olere,     825 
'Hiat  it  an  heven  was  hir  voys  to  here. — 

119.  She  seyde,  *  0  love,  to  whom  I  have 
and  thai 

Ben  hnmble  subgit,  trewe  in  myn  entente. 
As  I  best  can,  to  yow,  lord,  yeve  ich  al 
Forerer-more,  myn  herteslust  to  rente.  850 
For  never  yet  thy  grace  no  wight  sente 
80  bliffol  cause  as  me,  my  lyf  to  lede 
In  alle  joye  and  seurtee,  out  of  drede. 

120.  Ye,  blisfiil  god,  ban  me  so  wel  beset 
In  love,  y-wis,  that  al  that  bereth  lyf  835 
Imsginen  ne  oowde  how  to  ben  bet ; 

For,  lord,  with-outen  jalousye  or  strjrf, 
I  lore  oon  which  that  is  most  ententyf 
To  lerven  wel,  unwexy  or  unfe3med. 
That  ever  was,  and  leest  with  harm  dis- 
treyned.  840 

121.  AshethatistheweUeofworthinesse, 
Of  trottthe  ground,  mirour  of  goodliheed, 
Of  wit  AppoUo,  stoon  of  sikemesse. 

Of  vertu  rote,  of  lust  flndere  and  heed, 


Thurgh  which  is  alle  sorwe  fro  me  deed,  845 
Y-wis,  I  love  him  best,  so  doth  he  me ; 
Now  good  thrift  have  he,  wher-so  that  he 
be! 

122.  Whom  sholde  I  thanke  but  yow,  god 

of  love, 
Of  al  this  blisse,  in  which  to  bathe  I 

ginne? 
And  thanked  be  ye,  lord,  forthat  Hove !  850 
This  is  the  righte  lyf  that  I  am  inne, 
To  flemen  alle  manere  vyce  and  sinne : 
This  doth  me  so  to  vertu  for  to  entende. 
That  day  by  day  I  in  my  wil  amende. 

128.  And  who-so  seyth  that  for  to  love  is 

yyoe,  855 

Or  thraldom,  though  he  fele  in  it  dis- 

tresse. 
He  outher  is  envyous,  or  right  nyce. 
Or  is  unmighty,  for  his  shrewednesse. 
To  loven;  for  swich  manor  folk,  I  gesse, 
Defamen  love,  as  no-thing  of  him  knowe ; 
They  speken,  but  they  bente  never  his 
bowe.  861 

124.  What  is  the  sonne  wers,  of  kinde 

righte. 
Though  that  a  man,  for  feblesse  of  his 

yfin, 
May  nought    endure   on   it    to  see  for 

brighte? 
Or  love  the  wers,  though  wrecches  on  it 

ciyen?  865 

No  wele  is  worth,  that  may  no  sorwe 

dryen. 
And  for-thy,  who  that  hath  an  heed  of 

verre, 
Fro  cast  of  stones  war  him  in  the  werre  ! 

126.  But  I  with  al  myn  herte  and  al  my 
might,  869 

As  I  have  seyd,  wol  love,  un-to  my  laste. 
My  dere  herte,  and  al  myn  owene  knight. 
In  which  myn  herte  growen  is  so  faste. 
And  his  in  me,  that  it  shal  ever  laste. 
Al  dredde  I  first  to  love  him  to  biginne, 
Now  woot  I  wel,  ther  is  no  peril  inne. '   875 

126.  And  of  hir  song  right  with  that  word 

she  stente. 
And  therwith-al,  *now,  nece,*  quod  Cri- 

seyde, 
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'Who  nuule  this  song  with  so  good  en- 
tente?' 
Antigone  answerde  luioon,  and  seyde, 

*  Ma  dame,  y-wis,  the  gnodlieste  mayde  880 
Of  greet  estat  in  al  the  tonn  ofTroye; 
And  let  hir  lyf  in  most  honour  and  joye.* 

127.  'Forsothe,  io  it  semeth  by  hir  song/ 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  and  gan  therewith  to 

syke, 
And  seyde,  *lord,  is  there  swich  bUsse 

among  885 

These  lovers,  as  they  conne  faire  endyt«? ' 

*  Ye,  wis,*  quod  fresh  Antigone  the  whyte, 
'  For  alle  the  folk  that  han  or  been  on  lyve 
Ne  conne  wel  the  blisse  of  love  disoryve. 

128.  But  wene   ye    that  every  wreoche 
woot  890 

The  parfit  blisse  of  love?  why,  nay,  y-wis ; 
They  wenen  al  be  love,  if  oon  be  hoot ; 
Do  wey,  do  wey,  they  woot  no-thing  of 

this! 
Men  mosten  axe  at  seyntes  if  it  is 
Aught   fair  in  hevene;   why?   for  they 

conne  telle ;  895 

And  axen  fendes,  is  it  foul  in  helle.' 

129.  Criseyde  un-to  that  purpos  nought 
answerde, 

But  seyde,  *  y-wis,  it  wol   be   night  as 

faste.* 
But  every  word  which  that  she  of  hir 

herde, 
She  gan  to  prenten  in  hir  herte  faste ;  900 
And  ay  gan  love  hir  lasse  for  to  agaste 
Than  it  dide  erst,  and  sinken  in  hir  herte. 
That  she  wex  somwhat  able  to  converte. 

180.  The dayes honour,  and  thehevenesyS, 
The  nightes  fo^  al  this  clepe  I  the  sonne,  905 
Ghtn  westren  faste,  and  dounward  for  to 

wrye, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  dayes  oonrs  y-ronne ; 
And  whyte  thinges  wexen  dimme  and 

donne 
For  lak  of  light,  and  sterres  for  to  appere, 
That  she  and  al  hir  folk  in  wente  y-fere. 

IHl .  So  whan  it  lyked  hir  to  goon  to  reste, 

And   voyded   weren    they  that  voyden 

onghte,  91a 


I  She  seyde,  that  to  slepe  wel  hir  leste. 
Hir  wommen  sone  til  hir  bed  hir  brooglite 
Whan  al  was  bust,  than  lay  she  stille,  sad 
thoughte  915 

Of  al  this  thing  the  manere  and  ths  wyse. 
Beherce  it  nedeth  nought,  foryeben  vyie. 

182.  A  nightingale,  upon  a  cedre  grene, 
Under  the  chambre-wal  ther  as  she  l«y, 
Ful  loude  sang  ayein  the  mone  shene,  930 
Paraunter,  in  his  briddes  wyse,  a  1^7 
Of  love,  that  made  hir  herte  firesh  and  gty. 
That  herkned  she  solonge  in  good  entente. 
Til  at  the  laste  the  dede  sleep  hir  heute. 

188.  And,  as  she  sleep,  anoon-right  tto 

hir  mette,  93$ 

How  that  an  egle,  fethered  whyt  as  boon, 
Under  hir  brest  his  longe  dawes  letto. 
And  out  hir  herte  he  rente,  and  thst 

a-noon, 
And  dide  his  herte  in-to  hir  brest  to  goon. 
Of  which  she  nought  agroos  ne  no-thing 

smerte,  q«> 

And  forth  he  fleigh,  with  herte  lefl  Hot 

herte. 

184.  Now  lat  liir  slei>e,  and  we  our  Ultt 
holde 

Of  Troilus,  that  is  to  palejrs  riden. 
Fro  the  scarmuoh,  of  the  whiche  I  tolde, 
And  in  his  chambre  sit,  and  hath  abiden 
Til  two  or  three  of  his  messages  yeden  956 
For  Pandarus,  and  sough  ten  him  ful  fittfte, 
Til  they  him  founde,  and  broughte  hixaat 
the  laste. 

185.  This  Pandarus  com  leping  in  at  oses 
And  seide  thus,  'who  hath  ben  wel  y-bet« 
To-day  with  swerdes,  and  with  slinfe* 

stones,  94' 

But  Troilus,  that  hath  caught  him  an 

hete?' 
And  gan  to  jape,  and  se3rde,  '  lord,  so  j« 

Bwete! 
But  rys,  and  lat  us  soupe  and  go  to  resto;* 
And  he  answerde  him,  '  do  we  as  tbe« 

leste.'  945 

186.  With  al  the  haste  goodly  that  they 
mighte, 

They  spedde  hem  fro  the  souper  un-to 
bedde ; 
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And  •WX7  wight  out  *t  the  dore  him 

digfate, 
lad  wher  him  list  upon  his   wey  he 

■pedde; 
B«t  TroUnSi,   that   thoughte   his   herte 

Uedde  950 

Vor  vo.  til  that  he  herde  som  tydinge, 
Hs  acjde,  '  freend,  shal  I  now  wepe  or 

■mger' 

187.  Qood FisndarDS,  'ly  stille,  and  lat  mo 


lad  don  thyn  hood,  thy  nedes  spedde  be ; 
A&d  chesa,  if  thou  wolt  singe  or  daonce  or 

lepe;  955 

it  iborte  wordes,  thow  shalt  trowe  me. — 
&«,  mj  nece  wol  do  wel  l^  thee, 
And  love  thee  best,  by  god  and  by  my 

tmathe, 
Jkt  Isk  of  pursuit  make  it  in  thy  slouthe. 

U8i  Tor  thus  ferforth  I  have  thy  work 
bifonne,  960 

^  <Uy  to  dayi  til  this  day,  by  the  morwe, 

Hir  We  of  fireendship  have  I  to  thee 
wonne, 

^  also  hath  she  lejrd  hir  feyth  to  borwo. 

^te  a  foot  is  hameled  of  thy  sorwe.' 

^^  iholde  I  longer  sermon  of  it  holde? 

•^  ye  ban  herd  bifore,  al  he  him  tolde.  966 

^  fist  right  as  floures,  thorogh   the 

ccilde  of  night 
^"^loted,  stonpen  on  hir  stalkes  lowe, 
^**lretRn  hem  a-yein  the  sonne  bright, 
^  (preden  on  hir  kinde  cours  by  rowe ; 
fjf^t  10  gan  tho  his  eyen  up  to  throwe  971 
ij**  troUus,  and  seyde,  '  O  Venus  dere, 
^T  Hiight,  thy  grace,  y-heried  be  it  here ! ' 

^'  And  to  Fandare  he  held  up  bothe  his 

J^l«eyde,  *  lord,  althyn  be  that  I  have ;  975 
^  1  am  hool,  al  brosten  been  my  bondes ; 
fc  ^^HHissnd  Troians  who  so  that  me  yave, 
?**•  after  other,  god  so  wis  me  save, 
*  ^ighte  me  ito  gladen ;  lo,  mj'n  herte, 


How  shal  this  longe  tyme  a-wey  be  driven, 
Til  that  thou  be  ayein  at  hir  fro  mo  ? 
Thou  majTSt  answere,  "a-byd,  a-byd,"  but 
he  9«5 

That  hangeth  by  thenekke,  sooth  to  seyne, 
In  grete  disese  abydeth  for  the  peyne.' 

142.  '  Al  esily,  now,  for  the  love  of  Marte,* 
Quod  Pandams,  'for  every  thing  hath 
tymo ;  989 

So  longe  abyd  til  that  the  night  departe ; 
For  al  so  siker  as  thow  lyst  here  by  me. 
And  god  tofom,  I  wol  be  there  at  pryme, 
And  for  thy  werk  somwhat  as  I  shal  seye, 
Or  on  som  other  wight  this  charge  leye. 


I  143.  For  pardee,   god  wot,  I  have  ever 

yit  995 

Ben  redy  thee  to  serve,  and  to  this  night 

,  Have  I  nought  fayncd,  but  emforth  my 

wit 

Don  al  thy  lust,  and  shal  Mrith  al  my 

might. 
Do  now  as  I  shal  seye,  and  fare  a-right ; 
]  And  if  thou  nilt,  wyte  althy-self  thy  care, 


It 


•l*t«lethsoforjoye,it  wolto-sterte!  980 
^*  Bat  lord,  how  shal  I  doon,  how  shal 
'^^n  thai  I  next  my  dere  herte  see  ? 


On  me  is  nought  along  thyn3nrel  fare.  ux)i 

144.  I  wootwel  thatthowwj'ser  art  than  I 
A  thousand  fold,  but  if  I  were  as  thou, 
God  helpo  me  so,  as  I  wolde  out  rely, 
Bight  of  myn   owene  bond,    wrj'te  hir 

right  now  1005 

A  Icttro,  in  which  I  woldc  liir  tcUen  how 
I  ferde  amis,  an<l  hir  bcscche  of  routhe  ; 
Now  help  thy-self,  and  levo  it  not  for 

slouthe. 

145.  An<l  I  my-self  slial  ther-with  to  hir 
goon  ; 

And  wlian  thou  wost  that  I  am  with  hir 
there,  1010 

Worth  thou  ui>-on  a  courser  right  anoon, 
Ye,  hardily,  right  in  thy  besto  gere, 
And  ryd  forth  by  the  place,  as  nought  ne 

wore, 
And  thou  shalt  finde  us,  if  I  may,  sittinge 
At  som  windowe,  in-to  the  strete  lokinge. 

146.  And  if  thee  list,  than  maystow  us 
salnwe,  u>i6 

And  upK>u  me  make  thy  contenaunce ; 
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But,  by  thy  lyf,  be  war  and  faste  eschuwe 
To  tarien  oaght,  god  shilde  us  fro  mis- 

chaxmoe! 
Byd  forth  thy  wey,  and  hold  thy  govem- 

annoe ;  iox> 

And  we  shal  speke  of  thee  som-what,  I 

trowe, 
Whan  thou  art  goon,  to  do  thyne  eres 

glowe ! 

147.  Touching  thy  lettre,  thou  art  wys 
y-nough,  102$ 

I  woot  thow  nilt  it  digneliche  endyte  ; 
As  make  it  with  thise  argumentee  tough ; 
Ke  scrivenish  or  craftily  thou  it  wryte; 
Beblotte  it  with  thy  teres  eek  a  lyte  ; 
And  if  thou  wryte  a  goodly  word  al  softe, 
Though  it  be  good,  reherce  it  not  to  ofte. 

148.  For  though  the  beste  harpour  upon 
lyve  1030 

Wolde  on  the  beste  souned  joly  harpe 
That  ever  was,  with  alle  his  fingres  fyve, 
Touohe  ay  o  strong,  or  ay  o  werbul  harpe, 
Were  his  nayles  pojmted  never  so  sharpe, 
It  shulde  maken  every  wight  to  dulle,  1035 
To  here  his  glee,  and  of  his  strokes  fnlle. 

149.  Ke  jompre  eek  no  discordaunt  thing 
y-fere. 

As  thus,  to  usen  termes  of  phisyk ; 
In  loves  termes,  hold  of  thy  matere 
The  forme  alwey,  and    do   that   it   be 
lyk ;  1040 

For  if  a  peyntour  wolde  peynte  a  pyk 
With  asses  feet,  and  hede  it  as  an  ai>e, 
It  cordeth  nought ;  so  nere  it  but  a  jape.' 

160.  This  counseyl  lyked  wel  to  Troilus ; 
But,  as  a  dreedful  lover,  he  seyde  this  .* — 
*  Alias,  my  dere  brother  Pandarus,       1046 
I  am  ashamed  for  to  wrjrte,  y-wis, 
Lest  of  myn  innocence  I  seyde  a-mis, 
Or  that  she  nolde  it  for  despyt  receyve ; 
Thanne  were  I  deed,  ther  mighte  it  no- 
thing weyvo.'  1050 

151.  To  that  Pandare  answerde,  '  if  thee 

lest, 
Do  that  I  seye,  and  lat  me  therwith  goon ; 
For  by  that  lord  that  formed  est  and  west, 
I  hope  of  it  to  bringe  answere  anoon 


Bight  of  hir  hond,  and  if  that  thoa  nilt 

noon,  1055 

Lat  be ;  and  sory  mote  he  been  his  lyre, 

Ayeins   thy  lust  that   helpeth  thee  to 

thryve.* 

162.  Quod  Troilus,  *  DeparcU«tix,  I  assente  ; 
Sin  that  thee  list,  I  will  aryse  and  wrjrte; 
And  blisful  god   pre3^  ich,  with  good 

entente,  1060 

The  vyage,  and  the  lettre  I  shal  endyte, 
So  spede  it ;  and  thou,  Minerva,  the  whyte, 
Yif  thou  me  wit  my  lettre  to  devyse :' 
And  sette  him  doun,  and  wroot  right  in 

this  wyse. — 

168.  First  he  gan  hir  his  righte  lady 
calle,  1065 

His  hertes  lyf,  his  lust,  his  sorwes  leche, 

His  blisse,  and  eek  this  others  termw 
aUe, 

That  in  swich  cas  these  loveres  alle  seche; 

And  in  ful  humble  wyse,  as  in  his  speche, 

He  gan  him  recomaunde  un-to  hir  grace; 

To  telle  al  how,  it  axeth  muchel  space.  1071 

164.  And  after  this,  fal   lowly  he  hix 

prayde 
To  be  nought  wrooth,  though  he,  of  his 

folye. 
So  hardy  was  to  hir  to  wryte,  and  seyde, 
That  love  it  made,  or  elles  moste  he  dye, 
And  pitously  gan  mercy  for  to  crye ;  1076 
And  after  that  he  seyde,  and  ley  ful  lotide, 
Him-self  was  litel  worth,  and  lesse  he 

coude; 

166.  And  that  she  sholde  han  his  conning 

excused. 
That  litel  was,  and  eek  he  dredde  hir  so, 
And  his  unworthinesse  he  ay  acused ;  loSi 
And  after  that,  than  gan  he  telle  his  wo; 
But  that  was  endeles,  with-outen  ho 
And  seyde,  he  wolde  in  trouthe  alwey  him 

holde ; — 
And  radde  it  over,  and  gan  the  lettre 

folde.  1085 

156.  And  with  his  salte  tores  gan  he  bathe 
The  ruby  in  his  signet,  and  it  sette 
Upon  the  wex  deliverliche  and  rathe ; 
Ther-with  a  thousand  tymes,  er  he  lette, 
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He  kiste  tho  the  lettre  that  he  shette,  1090 
And  seyde,  '  lettre,  a  blisftil  destenee 
Thee  ahapen  is,  my  lady  shal  thee  see.' 

157.  This  Pandare  took  the  lettre,  and 
that  hy  tyme 

A-morwe,  and  to  his  neoes  paleys  sterte. 
And  £Mte  he  swoor,  that  it  was  passed 

pryme,  1095 

And  gan  to  jape,  and  s^yde,  *  y-wis,  myn 

herte, 
80  firesh  it  is,  al*thoiigh  it  sore  smerte, 
I  may  not  slope  never  a  Mayes  morwe ; 
I  hare  a  joly  wo,  a  lusty  sorwe.' 

158.  Criseyde,  whan  that  she  hir  uncle 
herde,  iioo 

With  dreedfol  herte,  and  desirons  to  here 
The  canse  of  his  cominge,  thus  answerde, 
'Now  by  your  f^yth,  myn  uncle,'  quod 

she,  *dere, 
What  manor  windes  gydeth  yow  now 

here?  1104 

!M  ns  yonr  joly  wo  and  your  penaonce, 
How  ferforth  be  ye  pnt  in  loves  dannce.' 

150.  ♦  By  god,'  quod  he,  *  I  hoppe  alwey 

bihinde!* 
And  the  to>laii^  it  thonghte  hir  herte 

breste. 
Qood  Bandaros,  *  loke  alw^y  that  ye  finde 
Game  in  myn  hood,  bat  herkneth,  if  yow 

leste  J  1 1 10 

Thcr  is  right  now  come  in-to  tonne  a  geste, 
A  Chreek  espye,  and  telleth  newe  thinges, 
For  which  come  I  to  telle  yow  tydinges. 

160.  Into  the  gardin  go  we,  and  we  shal 

here, 
Al  prerely,  of  this  a  long  sermonn.'     1115 
With  that  th^  wenten  arm  in  arm  y-fere 
In-to  the  gardin  from  the  chanmbre  donn. 
And  whan  that  he  so  fer  was  that  the 

toon 
Of  that  he  speke,  no  man  here  mighte, 
He  tvyde  hir  thns,  and  out  the  lettre 

pUghte,  iiao 

l<n.  *  Lo,  he  that  is  al  hooUy  yonres  free 
Him  recomaondeth  lowly  to  your  grace, 
And  lent  to  yon  this  lettre  here  by  me ; 
Avyseth  you  on  it,  whan  ye  ban  space, 


And  of  som  goodly  answere  yow  purohaoe ; 
Or,  helpe  me  god,  so  pleynly  for  to  seyne, 
He  may  not  longe  liven  for  his  peyne.' 

162.  Ful  dredfully  tho  gan  she  gtonde 

stille. 
And  took  it  nought,  but  al  hir  humble 

chere 
Chm  for  to  chaimge,  and  se3rde,  '  sent  ne 

bille,  1 1.^ 

For  love   of  god,  that  toucheth   swich 

matere, 
Ne    bring    me    noon;    and    also,  uncle 

dere, 
To  myn  estat  have  more  reward,  I  preye. 
Than  to  his  lust;  what  sholde  I  more 

seye? 

168.  And  loketh  now  if  this  be  reson- 

able,  1 1 35 

And  letteth  nought,  for  favour  ne  for 

slouthe. 
To  seyn  a  sooth ;  now  were  it  covenable 
To  myn  estat,  by  god,  and  by  your  trouthe, 
To  taken  it,  or  to  ban  of  him  routhe, 
In  harming  of  my-self  or  in  reprove  ?  1 140 
Ber  it  a-yein,  for  him  that  ye  on  leve  ! ' 

164.  This  Pandarus  gan  on  hir   for  to 

stare. 
And  seyde,   'now   is  this   the   grettest 

wonder 
That  ever  I  sey !  lat  be  this  nyce  fare ! 
To  deethe  mote  I  smiten  be  with  thouder. 
If,  for  the  oitee  which    that   stondoth 

yonder,  1146 

Wolde  I  a  lettre  un-to  yow  bringe  or  take 
To  harm  of  yow;  what  list  yow  thus  it 

make? 

166.  But  thus  ye  fiaren,  wel  neigh  alle  and 
some,  1149 

That  he  that  most  desireth  yow  to  serve, 
Of  him  ye  recche  leest  wher  he  bicome, 
And  whether  that  he  live  or  elles  sterve. 
But  for  al  that  that  ever  I  may  deserve, 
Beftise  it  nought,'  quod  he,  and  hente  hir 

faste, 
And  in  hir  bosom  the  lettre  doun  he 
thraste,  "55 
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166.  And  seyde  hir,  'now  ca«t  it  away 
anoon, 

That  folk  may  seen  and  gauren  on  ns 
tweye.' 

Quod  she,  '  I  can  abyde  til  they  be  goon,' 

And  gan  to  smyle,  and  seyde  him,  '  eem, 
I  preye, 

Swich  answere  as  yow  list  yoor-self  pur- 
vey e,  1  i6o 

For  trewely  I  nil  no  lettre  wxyte.' 

*  No  ?  than  wol  I,'  quod  he, '  so  ye  endyte.* 

167.  Therwith  she  lough,  and  sejsde,  *  go 
we  dyne.* 

And  he  gan  at  him-self  to  jape  faste,  1 164 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  I  have  so  greet  a  pyne 
For  love,  that  every  other  day  I  faste  * — 
And  gan  his  beste  japes  forth  to  caste ; 
And  made  hir  so  to  laughe  at  his  folye. 
That  she  for  laughter  wende  for  to  dye, 

168.  And  whan  that  she  was  oonxen  in-to 
halle,  1 170 

*  Now,  eem,*  quod  she,  '  we  wol  go  dyne 

anoon;* 
And  gan  some  of  hir  women  to  hir  calle. 
And  streyght  in-to  hir  chaumbre  gan  she 

goon; 
But  of  hir  besinesses,  this  was  oon 
A-mo^ges  othere  thinges,  out  of  drede, 
Ful  prively  this  lettre  for  to  rede  ;       1176 

169.  Avysed  word  by  word  in  every  lyne, 
And  fond  no  lak,  she  thoughte  he  ooude 

good; 
And  up  it  putte,  and  went  hir  in  to  dyne. 
And  Panda ros,  that  in  a  study  stood,  1 180 
£r  he  was  war,  she  took  him  by  the 

hood. 
And  seyde,  'ye  were  caught  er  that  ye 

wiste;' 
'I  vouche  sauf,'quod  he,  'do  what  yow 

liste.' 

170.  Tho  wesshen  they,  and  sette  hem 
doun  and  ete ; 

And  after  noon  All  sleyly  Pandarus    1185 
Oan  drawe  him  to  the  window  next  the 

strete, 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  who  hath  arayed  thus 
The  yonder  hous,  that  stant  afor-yeyn  us?  * 


'  Which  hous?  *  quod  she,  and  gan  for  to 

biholde, 
And  knew  it  wel,  and  whos  it  was  kiin 

tolde,  1190 

171.  Andfillenibrthinspeoheofthin^ 
snude. 

And  seten  in  the  window  bothe  tw^ye. 
Whan  Pandams  saw  tyme  un-to  histsle, 
And  taw  wel  that  hir  folk  were  sUe 

aweye, 
'Now,  nece  myn,  tel  on,*  quod  he,  'I 

•eye,  1195 

How  lyketh  yow  the  lettre  that  ye  woot? 
Can  he  ther-on?  for,  by  my  tronthe,  I 

noot.' 

172.  Therwith  al  rosy  hewed  tho  wex  she, 
And  gan  to  humme,  and  seyde,  'so  I 

trowe.* 
'  Aquyte  him  wel,  for  goddes  love,*  quod 

he;  laoo 

'  My-self  to  medes  wol  the  lettre  sowe,' 
And  held  his  hondes  up,  and  nX  on 

knowe, 
'  Now,  goode  nece,  be  it  never  so  lyte, 
Yif  me  the  labour,  it  to  sowe  and  plyte.' 

178.  'Ye,  for  I  oan  so  wiyte,*  quod  ihe 
tho ;  i«5 

'  And  eek  I  noot  what  I  sholde  to  him 
seye.* 

'  Nay,  nece,*  quod  Pandare,  '  sey  not  so ; 

Yet  at  the  leste  thanketh  him,  I  preye. 

Of  his  good  wil,  and  doth  him  not  to  deye. 

Now  for  the  love  of  me,  my  nece  dere,  uio 

Befuseth  not  at  this  tyme  my  preyere.' 

174.  '  Depar-dieux,*  quod  she,  *  god  leve  tl 
be  wel! 

God  helpe  me  so,  this  is  the  flrste  lettre 
That  ever  I  wroot,  ye,  al  or  any  del' 
And  in-to  a  cloeet,  for  to  avyse  hir  bett^^ 
She  wente  allone,  and  gan  hir  herte  nn- 
fettre  "16 

Out  of  disdajmes  prison  but  a  lyte; 
And  sette  hir  doun,  and  gan  a  lettre  wryte, 

175.  Of  which  to  telle  in  short  is  myn 
entente  "19 

Th*effect,  as  fer  as  I  oan  understonde:' 
She  thonked  him  of  al  that  he  wel  meote 
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To  wd«8  hlr,  bat  holden  him  in  honde 
She  nolde  nought,  ne  make  hir-selven 

bonde 
l&  lo^  hot  M  hi«  soflter,  him  to  plese, 
She  volde  iayn^  to  doon  his  herte  an  ese. 

178.  She  ih«tte  it,  and  to  Fandams  gan 
goon,  1336 

There  as  he  Mt  and  loked  in-to  strete, 
And  doon  the  sette  hir  by  him  on  a  itoon 
Of  jaspre,  np-on  a  qoisshin  gold  y-bete, 
And  Beyde,  *af  wisly  helpe  me  god  the 
giete,  1230 

I  never  dide  a  thing  with  more  pe3me 
Than  irr3rte  this,  to  which  ye  me  con- 
•treyne;' 

177.  And  took  it  him :  he  thonked  hir 

andseyde, 
'God  woot,  of  thing  fol  ofte  looth  bigonne 
Cometh  ende  good;  and  neoe  myn,  Cri- 

■^yde,  1335 

^lat  je  to  him  of  hard  now  ben  y-wonne 
Onghte  he  be  glad,  hy  god  and  yonder 

fonne! 
For-why  man   seyth,    "  impre88ioan[e]B 

lighte 
Fai  lightly  been  ay  redy  to  the  flighte." 

178i  fiat  ye  han  pleyed  tyraont  neigh  to 
longe,  1340 

And  hard  was  it  year  herte  for  to  grave ; 

Kow  stint,  that  ye  no  longer  on  it  honge, 

Al  wolde  ye  the  forme  of  daanger  save. 

But  hasteth  yow  to  doon  him  jojre  have ; 

For  trosteth  wel,  to  longe  y-doon  hard- 
newe  1245 

CtoieCh  despyt  fol  often,  for  distrease. ' 

ITS.  And  ri^t  as  they  declamed  this 

matere, 
lo,  TroUas,  ri^t  at  the  stretes  ende, 
Com  ryding  with  his  tenthe  some  y-fere, 
Alioftely,andthiderwardganbende  1250 
"Riei^as  they  sete,  as  was  his  wey  to  wende 
To  paleys-ward ;  and  Pandare  him  aspyde, 
And  s^e,  *  neoe,  y-fee  who  cometh  here 

ryde! 

1^.  0  flee  not  in,  he  seeth  ns,  I  sappose ; 
lest  he  may  thinke  that  ye  him  eschuwe.* 


*  Nay,  nay,'  quod  she,  and  wex  as  reed  as 

rose.  1256 

With  that  he  gfui  hir  hambly  to  saluwe, 
With  dreedftd  ohere,  and  ofte  his  hewes 

mawe ; 
And  up  his  look  debonairly  he  caste. 
And  be^ed  on  Pandare,  and  forth  he 

paste.  1260 

181.  GhxLwootifhesatonhishorsa-right, 
Or  goodly  was  beseyn,  that  ilke  day ! 
Ood    woot  wher   he  was  lyk  a  manly 

knight! 
What  sholde  I  drecche,  or  telle  of  his 

aray? 
Oriseyde,  which  that  alle  these  thinges 

say,  1265 

To  telle  in  short,  hir  lyked  al  y-fere. 
His  persone,  his  aray,  his  look,  his  chere, 

182.  His  goodly  manere  and  his  gentil- 
lesse. 

So  wel,  that  never,  sith  that  she  was  bom, 
Ne  hadde  she  swich  routhe  of  his  dis- 

tresse ;  1270 

And  how-so  she  hath  hard  ben  her-bifom. 
To  god  hope  I,  she  hath  now  canght  a 

thorn. 
She  shal  not  pnlle  it  oat  this  nexte  wyke ; 
God  sende  mo  swioh  thomes  on  to  pyke  ! 

188.  Pandare,  which  that  stood  hir  faste 

Vi  "75 

Felte  iren  hoot,  and  he  bigan  to  8m3rte, 
And  seyde,  *  neoe,  I  pray  yow  hertely, 
Tel  me  that  I  shal  axon  yow  a  lyte. 
A  womman,  that  were  of  his  deeth  to 

wyte, 
With-oaten  his  gUt,  bat  for  lur  lakked 

roathe,  12S0 

Were  it  wel  doon  ? '    Qaod  she,  *  nay,  by 

my  troathe !  * 

184.  '  Gk>d  helpe  me  so,'  qaod  he,  '  ye  sey 

me  sooth. 
Ye  felen  wel  3roar-self  that  I  not  lye ; 
Lo,  yond  he  rit !  *    Qaod  she,  '  ye,  so  ho 

dooth.' 

*  Wel,*  'qaod  Pandare,  *  as  I  have  told  yow 

thiye,  1285 

Lat  be  yoar  nyce  shame  and  3roar  folye. 
And  spek  with  him  in  esing  of  his  herte ; 
Lat  nycetee  not  do  yow  bothe  smerte.' 
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185.  But  ther-«n  was  to  bcven  and  to 

(lone ; 
Considered  al  thinp.  it  may  not  be  ;    1290 
An«l  why,  f<»r  slianie  :  an<l  it  were  eek  to 

Bono 
T«>  cniunten  liim  bo  preet  a  libertee. 
'  F«»r  pla>Tily  liir  cntonto,'  ati  sey^e  she, 
Was  lor  to  love  Iiim  nnwist,  if  slie  mighte, 
And  j^ienlon  him  Vr-ith  uo-thinfjf  Imt  with 

siplite.'  1295 

1^.  But  Pandams  thonphto,  '  it  shal  not 

Ik?  so, 
If  that  I  may  ;  this  nyoe  opinioun 
Shal  not  Ikj  hoMon  fully  yores  two.* 
AMiat  sholdc  I  make  of  this  n  long  Ber- 

monn  ? 
H(>  ninste  osscnto  on  that  condnsionn  i  joo 
As  forthet^-mc :  and  whan  that  it  was  eve, 
And  al  was  wol,  ho  nnis  and  took  his  love. 

1S7.  And  on  his  wey  fnl  fastohomward  he 

spoihle, 
And  rifj^ht  for  j^iye  he,  felte  his  hcrte 

daunoe ; 
And  Troilus  lie  fond  alone  a-lwlde,  1305 
Tliat    lay   as   diKith    those  loveres,  in  a 

trauncxi, 
Hitwixm  hopo  an<l  dork  deseapcrannce. 


Of  Troilns,  whyl  that  he  gan  it  zede, 
So  fu  the  wordes  .yave  him  hope  or  dnd& 

190.  But  fynally.  be  took  al  for  the1iiit« 
That  the  him  wroot,  for  nunwhat  he  U- 

held  i.«5 

On  which,  him  thonghte.  he  mighte  hii 

herte  reste, 
Al  covered  she  the  wordes  under  theU. 
Thns  to  the  more  worthy  part  he  held, 
That,  what  for  hope  and  Fandanu  U* 

heste, 
His  grete  wo  for^yede  he  at  the  leiM.  ufo 

191.  Bnt  as  we  may  alday  onr-ielTai  ki, 
Through  more  wodo  or  col.  the  more  ^; 
Right  so  encrees  of  hope,  of  what  it  be. 
Therwith  fdl  ofte  encreseth  eek  dmyt: 
Or,  as  an  00k  cometh  of  a  litel  spyr,    1  ji! 
80  throngh  this  lettre,  which  that  the 

him  sonte, 
Encrcsen  gan  desyr,  of  which  he  brente. 

192.  Wlierfore  I  seye  alwey,  that  day  and 
night 

This  Troilos  gan  to  desiren  more 
Tlutn  he  dide  erst,  thurgh  hojie.  and  dide 
his  might  lU^ 

To  presses  tm.  as  l>y  FandaruB  lort. 
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And  bisUy  with  al  liis  herte  caste 

Som  of  his  wo  to  sleen,  and  that  as  faste ; 

19o.  And  seyde,  *lord,  and  fireend,  and 

brother  dere, 
God  woot  that  thy  disese  doth  me  wo.  1360 
Bat  woltow  stinten  al  this  wofal  ohere, 
And,  by  my  trouthe,  or  it  be  di^es  two, 
And  god  to-fom,  yet  shal  I  shape  it  so, 
That  thou  shalt  come  in-to  a  certayn 

place, 
TherHW  thou  mi^yst  thyself  hir  pr^e  of 

giaoe.  13^ 

196.  And  certainly,  I  noot  if  thou  it  wost, 
But  tho  that  been  expert  in  love  it  seye, 
It  is  oon  of  the  thinges  that  Airthereth 

most, 
A  man  to  have  a  leyser  for  to  preye, 
And  siker  place  his  wo  for  to  biwreye ;  1370 
For  in  good  herte  it  moot  som  roathe 

impresse, 
To  here  and  see  the  giltles  in  distresse. 

197.  Parannter  thenkestow:    though  it 
be  90 

That  Idnde  wolde  doon  hir  to  biginne 
To  ban  a  nmner  routhe  up-on  my  wo,    1 375 
Seyth  Daunger,   **Nay,  thou   shalt  me 

never  winne ; 
So  reoleth  hir  hir  hertes  goost  with-inne, 
That,  though  she  bende,  yet  she  stant  on 

rote; 
What  in  effect  is  this  un-to  my  bote  ?*' 

196L  Thenk  here-ityeins,  whan  that  the 

sturdy  00k,  1380 

On  which  men  hakketh   ofte,   for  the 

nones, 
Bec^yred  halSi  the  happy  falling  strook. 
The  grete  sweigfa  doth  it  come  al  at  ones, 
As  doon  theee  rokkes  or  these  milne-stonea. 
For  swifter  oours  cometh  thing  that  is  of 

wighte,  1385 

Whan  it  desoendeth,  than  don  thinges 

li^ite. 

199.  And  reed  that  boweth  doun  for  every 

bUst, 
Fnl  lightly,  cease  wind,  it  wol  aryse  ; 
Bat  so  nil  not  an  00k  whan  it  is  cast ; 
Itnedtth  me  nought  thee  longe  to  forl^rse. 


Men  shal  rejoysen  of  a  gpreet  empryse  1391 
Acheved  wel,  and  stant  with-outen  donte, 
Al  han  men  been  the  lenger  ther«boute. 

200.  But,  Troilus,  yet  tel  me,  if  thee  lest, 
A  thing  now  which  tliat  I  shal  axen 

thee;  1395 

Which  is  thy  brother  that  thou  lovest 

best 
As  in  thy  verray  hertes  privetee  ?  * 
*  Y-wis,  my  brother  Deiphebus,*  quod  he. 
*Now,'  quod  Pandare,  'er  houres  twyes 

twelve, 
He  shal  thee  ese,  unwist  of  it  him-selve. 

201.  Kow  lat  me  allone,  and  werken  as 
I  may,*  1401 

Quod  he ;  and  to  Deiphcbus  wente  he  tho 
Which  hadde  his  lord  and  grete  ftreend 

ben  ay; 
Save  Troilus,  no  man  he  lovede  so. 
To  telle  in  short,  with-outen  wordes  mo. 
Quod  Pandarus,  '  I  pray  yow  that  ye  be 
Freend  to  a  cause  which  that  toucheth 

me.'  1407 

202.  *Yis,  pardee,'  quod  Deiphebus,  'wel 
thow  wost. 

In  al  that  ever  I  may,  and  god  to-fore, 
Al  nere  it  but  for  man  I  love  most,       14 10 
My  brother  Troilus ;  but  sey  wherfore 
It  is ;  for  sith  that  day  that  I  was  bore, 
I  nas,  ne  never-mo  to  been  I  thinke, 
Ayeins  a  thing  that  mlghte  thee  for- 
thinke.' 

208.  Pandare  gan  him  thonke,  and  to 
him  seyde,  1415 

*Lo,  sire,  I  have  a  lady  in  this  toun, 
That  is  my  nece,  and  called  is  Criseyde, 
Which  som  men  woldendoonoppressioun, 
And  wrongfully  have  hir  possessioun  : 
Wherfor  I  of  your  lordship  yow  biseohe 
To    been    our    fVeend,    with-oute    more 
speche.'  1421 

204.  Deiphebus  him  answerde,  *  O,  is  not 

this, 
That    thow    spekest     of    to    me    thus 

straungely, 
Cris^yda,  my  freend  ? '    Ho  seyde,  '  Yis.* 
*Than  nedeth,*  quod  Deiphebus  hardely, 
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Ka-more  to  speke,  for  tmsteth  wel,  that  I 
Wol  bo  hir  champioon  with  spore  and 

yerde ;  i4«7 

I  roughte  nought  though  alle  hir  foos  it 

herde 

205.  But  tel  me,  thou  that  woost  al  this 
matere, 

How  I  might  best  avaylen  ?  now  lat  see.' 
Qnod  Fandarus,  'if  ye,  my  lord  so  dere, 
Wdden  as  now  don  this  honour  to  me, 
To  prayen  hir  to-morwe.  lo,  that  she 
Com  un-to  yow  hir  pleyntes  to  devyse, 
Hir  adversaries  wolde  of  hit  agryse.     1 435 

206.  And  if  I  more  dorste  preye  as  now, 
And  ohargen  yow  to  have  so  greet  tra- 

vayle. 
To  han  som  of  your  bretheren  here  with 

yow, 
That  mighten  to  hir  cause  bet  avayle, 
Than,  woot  I  wel,  she  mighte  never  fayle 
For  to  be  holpen,  wliat  at  your  instaunce, 
What  with  hir  othere  freendes  govem- 

aunoe.*  1442 

207.  Deiphebus,  which  that  comen  was, 
of  kinde, 

To  al  honour  and  bountee  to  consente, 
Answerde,  *  it  shal  be  doon ;  and  I  can 

finde  1445 

Yet  gretter  help  to  this  in  myn  entente. 
What  wolt  thow  sejrn,  if  I  for  Eleyne 

sente 
To  speke  of  this?  I  trow  it  be  the  beste ; 
For  she  may  leden  Paris  as  hir  leste. 

208.  Of  Ector,  which  that  is  my  lord,  my 
brother,  1450 

It  nedeth  nought  to  preye  him  freend 

to  be; 
For  I  have  herd  him,  o tyme  and eek  other, 
Speke  of  Criseyde  swich  honour,  that  he 
May  seyn  no  bet,  swich  hap  to  him  hath 

she. 
It    nedeth    nought    his    helpes    for    to 

crave ;  1455 

Ho  shal  be  swich,  right  as  we  Mole  him 

have. 

209.  Spek  thou  thy-self  also  to  Troiliis 
On  my  bihalve,  and  pray  him  with  us 

dyne.' 


'  Sire,  al  this  shal  be  doon,'  quod  Pan- 

darus; 
And  took  his  leve,  and  never  gan  to 

fyne,  H^ 

But  to  his  neces  hous,  aa  streght  as  lyne, 
He  com ;  and  fond  hir  fro  the  mete  ary8e : 
And  sette  him  doun,  and  spak  right  in 

this  y 


210.  He  seyde,   *0  voray  god,  so  havt 
I  ronne ! 

Ijo,  nece  myn,  see  ye  nought  how  I  iwete? 
I  noot  whether  ye  the  more  thank  me 

conne.  ^4^6 

Be  ye  nought  war  how  that  flals  PoUphet« 
Is  now  aboute  eft-sones  for  to  plete, 
And  bringe  on  yow  advooacyfis  newe  ? ' 
*  I  ?  no,'  quod  she,  and  chaunged  al  hir 

hewe.  H'P 

211.  'What  is  he  more  aboute,  me  to 
dreoche 

And  doon  me  wrong?  what  shal  I  do, 

aUas? 
Yet  of  him-«elf  no-thing  ne  woldelreoche, 
Nere  it  for  Antenor  and  Eneas, 
That  been  his  freendes  in  swich  xnaner 

cas ;  1475 

But,  for  the  love  of  god,  myn  uncle  dere, 
No  fors  of  that,  lat  him  have  al  y-fere ; 

212   With-outen  that,  I  have  3mough  for 

us.* 
'  Nay,'  quod  Pandare,  *  it  shal  nothing 

be  so  U?J 

For  I  have  been  right  now  at  Deiphebos, 
And  Ector,  and  myne  othero  lordes  mo, 
And  shortly  maked  eche  of  hem  his  fo; 
That,  by  my  thrift,  he  shal  it  never  winne 
For  ought  he  can,  whan  that  so  he  bi- 

ginne.' 

218.  Andastheycasten  what  was  best  to 
done,  *4®5 

Deiphebus,  of  his  owene  cxutaay^ 
Com  hir  to  preye,  in  his  propre  persone, 
To  holde  him  on  the  morwe  oompanye 
At  diner,  which  she  nolde  not  denye. 
But  goodly  gan  to  his  preyere  obeye.  1490 
He  thonked  hir,  and  wente  up-on  hii 
weye. 


BookH.] 


Zxoxtvi6  anb  Ctiee^be. 


243 


S14.  Whanne  this  was  doon,  this  Pandare 

up  a>noon, 
To  t«lle  in  short,  and  forth  gan  for  to 

wende 
To  Troilns,  as  stille  as  any  stoon, 
And  al  this  thing  he  tolde  him,  word  and 

ende ;  i495 

And  how  that  he  Deiphehns  gan  to  blende ; 
And  seyde  him,  *now  is  tyme,  if  that  thou 

coone. 
To  bere  thee  wel   to-morwe,  and  al  is 

wonne. 

215.  Now  spek,  now  prey,  now  pitonsly 
compleyne ; 

lat  not  for  nyce  shame,  or  drede,  or 
slonthe ;  1500 

Som-tyme  a  man  mot  telle  his  owene 
pejme; 

BQeve  it,  and  she  shal  han  on  thee  routhe ; 

Thoa  Shalt  be  saved  by  thy  feyth,  in 
trouthe. 

Bat  wel  wot  I,  thoa  art  now  in  a  drede ; 

And  what  it  is,  I  leye,  I  can  arede.      1505 

216.  Thow  thinkest  now,  '*  how  sholde 
Idoonalthis? 

For  1^  my  cheres  mosten  folk  aspye, 
Thst  for  hir  love  is  that  I  fare  a-mis; 
Tet  hadde  I  lever  onwist  for  sorwe  dye." 
Now  thenk  not  so,  for  thoa  dost  greet 
folye.  i5>o 

For  right  now  have  I  foonden  o  manere 
Of  deig^te,  for  to  coveren  al  thy  chore, 

217.  Thow  shalt  gon  over  nif^t,  and  that 
ashlyve, 

rn4o  Deiphebos  hons,  as  thee  to  pleye, 
Hiymaladyea-wey  thebettodryve,  1515 
For>why  thoa  semest  «yk,  soth  for  to  seye. 
Sone  after  that,  doan  in  thy  bed  thee  leye. 
And  sey,  thow  mayst  no  lenger  ap  endare, 
And  lye  right  there,  and  byde  thyn  aven- 
ture. 

218.  Sey  that  thy  fever  is  wont  thee  for 
to  take  1530 

The  tame  tyme,  and  lasten  til  a-morwe ; 
And  lat  see  now  how  wel  thoa  canst 

it  make, 
For,  par-dee,  syk  is  he  that  is  in  sorwe. 


Go  now,  farewel!   and,  Venas  here  to 

borwe,  15M 

I  hope,  and  thoa  this  parpos  holde  ferme, 

Thy  grace  she  shal  fally  ther  conferme.* 

219.  Qaod  Troilas,  *y-wis,  thoa  nedelees 
Coanseylest  me,  that  sykliche  I  me  feyne ! 
For  I  am  syk  in  emest,  doatelees, 

So  that  wel  neigh  I  sterve  for  the  peyne.* 
Qaod  Pandaras,  *thoa  shalt  the  bettre 

pleyne,  i53> 

And  hast  the  lasse  node  to  coontrefete ; 
For  bJTw  men  demen  hoot  that  men  seen 

swete. 

220.  Lo,  holde  thee  at  thy  triste  oloos, 
and  I 

Shal  wel  the  deer  an-to  thy  bowe  dryve.' 
Therwith  he  took  his  leve  al  softely,     1536 
And  Troilas  to  paleys  wente  blyve. 
So  glad  ne  was  he  never  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  to  Pandaras  reed  gan  al  assente, 
And  to  Deiphebos    boas    at    night    he 
wente.  1540 

221.  What  nedeth  yow  to  tellen  al  the 
chore 

That  Deiphebos  on-to  his  brother  made, 
Or  his  acoesse,  or  his  syklich  manere. 
How  men  gan  him  with  clothes  for  to 

lade. 
Whan  he  was  leyd,  and  how  men  wolde 

him  glade  ?  1545 

Bat  al  for  nought,  he  held  forth  ay  the 

wyse 
That  ye  han  herd  Pandare  er  this  devyse. 

222.  Bat  certeyn  is,  er  Troilas  him  leyde, 
Deiphebos  had  him  prayed,  over  night. 
To  been  a  freend  and  helping  to  Criseyde. 
Ood  woot,  that  he  it  graontede  anon- 
right,  i55» 

To  been  hir  ftille  freend  with  al  his  might. 
Bat  swich  a  node   was   to    preye  him 

tlienne. 
As  for  to  bidde  a  wood  man  for  to  renne. 

228.  The  morwen  com,  and  neighen  gan 

the  tyme  i555 

Of  meel-tyd,  that  the  faire  qoene  Eleyne 

Shoop  hir  to  been,  an  hoore  after  the 

pryme. 
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With  DeiphebnSf    to  whom   she   nolde 

feyiio ; 
But  as  his  suster,  hoomly,  sooth  to  so^me, 
Slie  com  to  diner  in  hir  plajTi  entente.  1560 
But  god  anrl  Pandare  wiste  al  What  this 

mentc. 

2*24.  Come  eek  Criseyde,  al  innocent  of 

this,  ' 

Antigone,  hir  sister  Tarbe  also ; 
But  flee  wo  now  jirolixitee  best  is, 
For  love  of  god,  and  hit  us  faste  go      1565 
Riglit  to  the  effect,  with-oute  tales  mo, 
WTiy  al  this  folk  assembled  in  this  place  ; 
And  lat  as  of  hir  saloinges  pace. 

2'2'>.  Gret  honour  dide  hem  Deiphebos, 

certojii, 
An<l  fedde  hem  wel  with  al  that  mighte 

b'ko.  1570 


But  over-more,  '  alias !  *  was  his  refrejm, 
'  "Sly  goode  brother  Troilus,  the  s>*ke, 
Lyth  yet' — and  therwith-id  he  gan  to 

And  ftfter  that,  ho  peyned  him  to  glock* 
Hem  as  he  mir^hte,  »^d  chere  good  he 
mode.  1575 


228.  Herde  al  this  thing  Criacjde  vd 
y-nough,  1590 

And  eveo'  word  gan  for  to  notifye ; 
For  which  with  sobre  chere  hir  hott 

lough; 
For  who  is  that  ne  wolde  hir  gkvi^ 
To  mowen  swich  a  knight  don  hveor 

dye? 
But  al  passe  I,  lest  ye  to  longe  dwells;  i5$9 
For  for  o  f^m  is  al  that  ever  I  telle. 

229.  The  tyme  com,  fro  diner  for  toijfie, 
And,  as  liem  oughto,  arisen  everychooD, 
And  gonnc  a  whyl  of  this  and  that  def^ 
But  Pandams  brak  al  this  speche  inoon, 
And  seyde  to  Deiphebns,  '  wole  ye  gocsL 
If  yonre  wille  be,  as  I  yow  preyde,  1(01 
To  speke  here  of  the  nedes  of  CzisiTdeV 

230.  Eleyne,  which  that  by  the  bond  hir 
held, 

Took  first  the  tale,  and  seyde,  'go  «• 
blyve ; '  i6j5 

And  goodly  on  Criseyde  she  biheld. 
And  stej-do,  '  JovOiS  liit  him  never  tki^ii^ 
That  dooih  yow  barm,  and  briage  3ii*J 

Boue  of  Jyvn*  I 
And  yeve  me  surwe,  hnt  he  ahal  it  i 
If  that  1  may,  and  aUe  folk  he.  tti^nn.*  i^4 
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288.  Spak  than  Elesmev  and  seyde,  *  Pan- 
dams,  1635 
Woot  ought  my  lord,  my  brother,  thb 

matere, 
I  mene,  Ector  ?  or  woot  it  Troilns  ? ' 
He  seyde,  ^  ye,  but  wole  ye  now  me  here  ? 
Me  Uiinketh  this,  lith  Troilns  is  here, 
It  were  good,  if  that  ye  wolde  assente,  1630 
She  tolde  hir-eelf  him  al  this,  er  she  wente. 

294.  For  he  wole  have  the  more  hir  grief 

atherte. 
By  cause,  lo,  that  she  a  lady  is  ; 
And,  hy  yonr  leve,  I  wol  but  right  in 

•terte, 
And  do  yow  wite,  and  that  anoon,  y- 

^  '635 

If  that  he  slepe,  or  wole  ought  here  of 

this.' 
And  in  he  lepte,  and  aeyde  him  in  his 

ere, 
'God  have  thy  sonle,  y-brought  have  I 

thy  bere!* 

235.  To  smylen  of  this  gan  tho  Troilns, 
AndPandams,  with-onte  rekeninge,  1640 
Oat  wente  anoon  t'  Elesnie  and  Deiphebns, 
And  aeyde  hem,  '  so  there  be  no  taiyinge, 
Xe  nunre  pres,  he  wol  wel  that  ye  bringe 
Criteyda,  my  lady,  that  is  here ; 
Andsshemay  endoren,  he  wole  here.  1645 

238.  But  wel  ye  woot,  the  chaumbre  is 

butlyte. 
And  fewe  folk  may  lightly  make  it  warm  ; 
Now  loketh  ye,  (for  I  wol  have  no  wyte, 
To  bringe  in  prees  that  mighte  doon  him 

barm 
Or  hhn  disesen,  for  my  bettre  arm),     1650 
Wher  it  be  bet  she  byde  til  eft-sones  ; 
J^ow  loketh  ye,  that  knowen  what  to 

docm  is. 

237.  I  f^  for  me,  best  is,  as  I  can  knowe, 
That  no  wight  in  ne  wente  but  ye  tweye, 
But  it  were  I,  for  I  can,  in  a  throwe,  1655 
Beherce  hir  cas,  unlyk  that  she  can  seye ; 
And  after  this,  she  may  him  ones  preye 
To  ben  good  lord,  in  short,  and  take  hir 

leve; 
This  may  not  muchel  of  his  ese  him  reve. 


288.  And  eek,  for  she  is  ttraunge,  he  wol 
forbere  1660 

His  ese,  which  that  him  thar  nought  for 

yow; 
Eek  other  thing,  that  touoheth  not  to 

here. 
He  wol  me  telle,  I  woot  it  wel  right  now, 
That  secret  is,  and  for  the  tounes  prow.' 
And  they,  that  no-thing  knewe  of  this 

entente,  1665 

With-onte  more,  to  Troilns  in  they  wente. 

289.  Eleyne  in  al  hir  goodly  sofbe  wyse, 
Gan  him  saluwe,  and  womanly  to  pleye. 
And  seyde,  'ywis,  ye  moste  alweyes  aryse ! 
Now  &yre  brother,  beth  al  hool,  I  preye ! ' 
And  gan  hir  arm  right  over  his  sholder 

leye,  1671 

And  him  with  al  hir  wit  to  recomforte ; 
As  she  best  coude,  she  gan  him  to  dis- 

porte. 

240.  80  after  this  quod  she,  'we  yow 
biseke, 

My  dere  brother,  Deiphebus,  and  I,  1675 
For  love  of  god,  and  so  doth  Pandare  eke, 
To  been   good  lord   and  freend,   right 

hertely, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  which  that  certeinly 
Beoejrveth  wrong,  as  woot  wel  here  Pan- 
dare, 
That  can  hir  cas  wel  bet  than  I  declare.' 

241.  This  Pandams  gan  newe  his  tunge 
aifyle,  1681 

And  al  hir  cas.reherce,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Whan  it  was  seyd,  sone  after,  in  a  whyle, 
Quod  Troilns,  '  as  sone  as  I  may  goon, 
I  wol  right  fi^yn  with  al  my  might  ben 

oon,  1685 

Have  god  my  trout  he,  hir  cause  tosustene.' 
*■  Qood  thrift  have  ye,'  quod  Eleyne  the 

queue. 

242.  Quod  Pandams, '  and  it  your  wille  be, 
That  she  may  take  hir  leve,  er  that  she 

go?' 
'  Or  elles  god  for-bede,'  tho  quod  he,  1690 
'  If  that  she  vouche  sauf  for  to  do  so.' 
And  with  that  word  quod  Troilns,  'ye  two, 
Deiphebus,  and  my  suster  leef  and  dere, 
To  yow  have  I  to  speke  of  o  matere, 
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248.  To  been  avysed  by  your  reed  the 
bettre':—  1695 

And  fond,  m  hap  was,  at  hig  beddes  heed, 
The  copie  of  a  tretis  and  a  lettre, 
That  Ector  hadde  him  sent  to  axen  reed, 
If  swioh  a  man  was  worthy  to  ben  deed, 
Woot  I  nought  who  ;  but  in  a  grisly  wyse 
He  preyedo  hem  anoon  on  it  avyse.     1701 

244.  Deiphebos  gan  this  lettre  to  nnfolde 
In  emest  greet ;  so  dide  Eleyne  the  qnene ; 
And  rominge  outward,  fast  it  gan  biholde. 
Downward   a   steyre,    in-to   an    herber 

grene.  i7Q5 

This  ilke  thing  they  redden  hem  bi-twene; 
And  largely,  the  monntannoe  of  an  honre, 
They  gonne  on  it  to  reden  and  to  poore. 

245.  Now  lat  hem  rede,  and  tnme  we 
anoon 

To  Pandams,  that  gan  fdl  faste  prye  1710 
That  al  was  wel,  and  out  he  gan  to  goon 
In-to  the  grete  chambre,  and  that  in  hye, 
And  seyde,  *  god  save  al  this  compaiiye  ! 
Com,  nece  myn  ;  my  lady  qnene  Eleyne 
Abydeth  yow,  and  eek  my  lordes  tweyne. 

246.  Rys,  take  with  yow  your  neoe  An- 
tigone, 1716 

Or  whom  yow  list,  or  no  fors,  hardily  ; 
The  lasse  prees,  the  bet ;  00m  forth  with 

me, 
And  loke  that  ye  thonke  homblely     171 9 
Hem  alle  three,  and,  whan  ye  may  goodly 
Tour  tyme  y-see,  taketh  of  hem  your  leve, 
Lest  we  to  longe  his  restes  him  bireve.* 

247.  Al  innocent  of  Pandams  entente, 
Quod  tho  Criseyde,  '  go  we,  nnde  dere ' ; 
And  arm  in  arm  inward  with  him  she 

wente,  17^5 

Avjrsed  wel  hir  wordes  and  hir  ohere  j 
And  Pandams,  in  emestftd  znanere, 
Seyde, '  alle  folk,  for  goddes  love,  I  preye, 
Stinteth  right  here,  and  softelyyow  pleye. 


248.  Aviseth    yow  what  folk  ben  here 
with-inne,  >73o 

And  in  what  plyt  con  is,  god  him  a- 

mende ! 
And  inward  thus  fvl  softely  biginne ; 
Neoe,  I  oonjnre  and  beighly  yow  defende. 
On  his  half,  which  that  sowle  as  alle 

sende, 
And  in  the  vertne  of  corounes  tweyne, 
Slee  nought  this  man,  that  hath  for  pv 

this  peyne !  ^7^ 

249.  I>  on  the  devel !  thenk  which  oon 
he  is, 

And  in  what  plyt  he  lyth  ;  com  of  snoon; 
Thenk  al  swich  taried  tyd,  but  lost  it  nis! 
That  wol  ye  bothe  seyn,  whan  ye  ben  oon. 
Secoundelich,  ther  yet  devynethnoon  1741 
Up-on  yow  two ;  com  of  now,  if  ye  conne ; 
Whyl  folk  is  blent,  lo,  al  the  tyme  is 
wonne ! 

250.  In  titering,  and  pnrsnite,  and  de- 
layes. 

The  folk  devyne  at  wagginge  of  a  gtre«: 
And  though  ye  wolde  ban  alter  meryt 

dayes,  i74^ 

Than  dar  ye  nought,  and  why?  forihe, 

and  she 
Spak  swich  a  word ;  thus  loked  he,  and  he ; 
Lest  tyme  I  loste,  I  dar  not  with  yow  dek; 
Com  of  therfore,  and  bringeth  him  to  hek' 

251.  But  now  to  yow,  ye  lovers  that  ben 
here,  1751 

Was  Troilus  nought  in  a  oankedort, 
That  lay,  and  mighte  whispringe  of  hem 

here, 
And  thoughte,  *0  lord,  right  now  renneth 

my  sort 
Fully  to  dye,  or  han  anoon  comfort';  175.^ 
And  was  the  firste  t3rme  he  shulde  bu' 

preye 
Of  love ;  O  mighty  god,  what  shal  he  seye- 

Explicit  Seoimdiis  Liber. 
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Indpit  Prohemhim  Tercii  Libri. 

t-  0  BLuruL  light,  of  whiche  the  hemes  - 

dere 
■V<kmeth  al  the  thridde  hevene  fiuro ! 
Onmuet  leeff  O  Joves  donghter  dere, 
FlHianee  of  love,  O  goodly  dehoxuure. 
In  (Hitil  hertes  ay  redy  to  repaire !         5 
0  v^rmy  cause  of  hele  and  of  gladnesse. 
T*hm€il  be  thy  miglit  and  thy  goodnes«e ! 

^  In  hevene  and  helle,  in  ertbe  and 

ttltesee 
Uiflt  thy  might,  if  that  I  wel  descerne ; 
Al  Dum,  lurid,  best,  fish,  herbe  and  grene 

tree  i<-» 

^  fele  in  tymea  with  vapour  eteme. 
'"■llciYrth.and  to  lovew»»l  nought  weme : 
AM  in  this  world  no  lyi'es  creature. 
^tdHKiten  love,  is  worth,  or  may  endurf?. 

^  Y«  J<(ves  first  to  thilke  effectes  gUui«>.  1  r 
Thnnifh  which  that  t binges  liven  alle 

and  be, 
Citteveden,  and  amorous  ihim  ma^Ie 
On  muital  thing,  and  as  y*ve  list,  ay  ye 
Tene  him  in  love  ese  or  a<iverutee : 
An>l  in  a  thousand  formes  d^un  him  iii:nt«- 
^"f  I'^ve  in  erthe.  and  whom  yow  list^^. 

h«  hente.  3 : 

'  Y«  fiene  If  ars  apeysen  of  his  ire. 
Anii.  u  yofw  ligt,  j-e  maken  ht^rUr*  digne  ; 
Alwt«,  hem  that  ye  ^-ol  sctte  a-iyre. 
^r  dr«den  shame,  and  \-icts  th^rv  re- 

ligne;  jr 

*  1 4u  hem  oort^j-s  \te.  fresshe  and  \jeiJtsn.'r. 
And  hye  or  brwe.  after  a  wiglit  ent^ndir th  : 
^joy^that  he  hath,  your  might  hizr. 

•endeth. 

'■^  uholden  regne  and  bons  in  unitM; : 
^•■•^hfast  cauje  of  frendship  l^eec  als^^ 
]^  kftowe  al  t bilke  covere«l  q oalite^       « : 
^^l^i&«M  which  thAt  folk  *»n  won'ir«n  w,. 


Wlian  they  can  not  conttrtie  how  it  tiiMyy*. 
She  lo\*c-th  him.  f  r  why  he  l'A*»rtli  her* ; 
As  why  this  fi  jh.  and  nought  tlxat.  cAueth 
to  were.  a« 

6.  Ye  folk  a  law«r  han  s^t  in  univene. 
And  thi»  kC'U-e  I  hy  L«:j;.  rliXt  I'/reri:*  >/«-. 
That  who-»^  str>-^'eth  with  yow  hiL%h  the 

werse: 
Xow.  lady  bright,  lor  thy  >AijigTiit'A. 
At  reverence  ot  hem  tl^t  s^-np-en  thi^.     ^* 
Wh'^  clerk  I  am.  Vt  terh<^h  r/«4  dtfvj  im: 
$r>m  joye  of  that  ia  felt  iu  thy  1 


7.  Ye  in  my  nalu'l  ber»e  iM-iit<:xfMrrjt 
Inbel'ie.  and  do  js.h  %hewe  '/f  tfay  r»«^. 

nesse. — 
Caii'-i*.  ti.y  •.••Ji  *<*  now  j.r*?**?!.*.  ^* 

For  LOW  i<  i.ei*  :  vr«*.ow  j.'/»  u.y  <;«:«« r<  •«*■ 
H'»w  I  ir.ot  r^::«:  ar.or.-r;jfi.'.  ♦/.<:  gU/ix.'-M'- 
''rt  Tro:!"..?-  to  V*;;.-:.*  her^^r.sr*:  > 
T'/  vLicL  JtU/Jr.*.-*!.  ^/.o  :.«:';*-.   /<A*ij.    yt/^\ 

birr.  brJ.-.sr*:  r 

Explicit  proh^minm  T«rcii  L«brt 

lacipit  Liber  Ttrcitut, 
'?.  Lat  aI  •>.-*  r.'.«x.«r  Tftf.;.!*-.  Tt'/il'i*.         «/, 
R*<.or'J*f.g«:  -'...'«  I^rM'/'^;.  .;.  •!..«  ii.Mit*rt*- 
•Mas*-'."  •i.oir-'.*  ^':     •*.'.«  •''V  /  •*■>«. 

T;-'J  ■»•  I«-  J  j.;«-'.x,':  •.!.-•'#  //.>■  ta/ly  'J^rj*- 
TLa*.  vi'.'.'^i  It  if '/'/'J.  »;.'i  •>..•  thjiJ  >A  It./ 

TLI«  ;-;-  I  j.o».  roi-K^i-i.  ././.'/  wyw:  ' 
G'-i  leve  hiJUi  •»•:««-;.  am  /••:  tfH'  'U-.i^u- 

'f.    Ar.  :  I'/f'J,   v#  •/.*•-   .-..«   t,i  i^d:   f(mt.   *•■ 

H*:r.Z,'/-    :..T  "ft!.*     *.'.'-   »/.'/f  •*.  !•/»  ♦/,«;  >•   ' 

Ax..    I'a/.  JJkr-:4     'r.**    i-*/J'*<.    hi/    »/y   «»•' 

'.'•«.  ;.**/.  *:.     jf>t.  .;.  *•.  •/.«:  *»tr*^it  ^*ykf- 

Ar.-:  •*-•.;»;     ;f  *-    •.-/  v/»*  '.f.  *<*/  c/k^. '    '.( 
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10.  Thcr-with  it  fipme'l  m  he  wepto  al-  j  Lo,  th'alderfinte  word  that  him  Mterti 
most  :  Was,  twj-es,  *  mercy,  mercy,  twete  heite 

'  A  ha,'  quo*  I  Troihis  so  rei»-full.v,  65 

•\Mier  mo  \ye  wo.  O  mij^hty  g<xl,  thou 
wost  I 

Who  is  al  tlioro  ?    I  see  nought  trewely.' 

'Siro,'quo.l  Cris<\v«lo, '  it  is  Pandare  and  L' 

'Ye,  swete  ht-rto?  allius,  I  ma^-nonght  ryse 

To  knelo,  and   tlo  yow  honour  in  som 
wyse."  70 


11    And  dro.ssoilc  him  npwartl,  and  she 

right  tho 
Oan  lM>tho  hon;  hondes  softe  upon  him 

leye. 
'  O,  for  tho  lovo  of  goil,  do  ye  not  so 
To  me,'  qu<^l  sht*,  *  oy !    what  is  this  to 

seye  ? 
Sire,  romo  am  T  to  yow  for  causes  twej-e ; 
First,  yow  to  thoiiko,  and  of  ytmr  lord- 

sliipo  v'ko  76 

Continuaunce  T  wvdde  yow  hisoke.' 

12.   This  Tn»ihi8.   that    herde    his   lady  ■ 

proyo 
Of  lordship   him.  wox  neither  quik  ne 

deed.  I 

No  miclit**  R  wr»rtl  f^T  ftliamii>  to  it  scye,  Po 
['though  iiit?n  shiiMe  Bm>i:t.'ii  of  hia  h&e^L 


15.  And  Btinte  a  whyl,   and  whan  h» 
mighte  ont-bringe,  91 

The  nexte  word  was,  *  god  wot,  for  I  havK 
As  fe^thftdly  as  I  have  had  konninge, 
Ben  3roares,  also  god  my  sowie  saw ; 
And  shal,   til  that   I,   Mrotol  wight,  bt 

grave. 
And  though  I  dar  ne   can    nn-to  jw 

plej-no, 
Y-wis,  I  suffro  nought  the  lasse  peyne.  119 

16.  Thus  muche  as  now,  O  wommanlkb* 
w>-f, 

I  may  out>hringe,  and  if  this  yow  di^ilcM. 
That  shal  I  wreke  upon  myn  owne  Ijf 
Right  sone,  I  trowe,  and  doon  your  bem 

an  ese,  109 

If  with  my  deeth  your  herte  I  mBytfim, 
But  sin  that  .\-e  han  herd  me  som-whrt 

soye, 
Now  recche  I  never  how  sone  that  Ide^' 

17  Tlier-with  his  manly  sorwe  to  bihoUi, 

It  mighte  han  maad  an  herte  of  stooato 

re  we  ;  m 
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And  thanne  agre^n  that  I  may  ben  he, 
Whh-oate  hrannche  of  vyce  in  any  wyse, 
In  troathe  alwey  to  doon  yow  my  servyse 

20.  As  to  my  lady  right  and  chief  resort, 
With  al  my  wit  and  al  my  diligence,  135 
And  I  to  han,  right  as  yow  list,  comfort, 
Under  your  yerde,  egal  to  myn  offence, 
As  deeth,  if  that  I  breke  yonr  defence ; 
And  that  ye  deigne  me  so  mnche  honoore. 
Me  to  comaonden  ought  in  any  honre.  140 

il.  And  I  to  been  yonr  verray  hmnble 

trewe. 
Secret,  and  in  my  paynes  pacient, 
And  erer-mo  desire  fireshly  newe. 
To  serven,  and  been  fy-lyke  ay  diligent, 
And,  with   good    herte,    al   holly  your 

talent  i45 

Bee^ren  wel,  how  sdre  that  me  smerte, 
Lo,  this  mene  I,  myn  owene  swete  herte.* 

'H  Qood  Pandams,  '  lo,  here  an  hard 

request, 
And  resonaUe,  a  lady  for  to  weme ! 
Now,  nece  myn,  by  natal  Joves  fest,     150 
Were  I  a  god,  ye  sholde  sterve  as  yeme. 
That  heren  wel,  this  man  wol  no-thing 

yeme 
But  your  honour,  and  seen  him  almost 

sterve, 
And  been  so  looth  to  suffiren  him  yow 

serve.  ■ 

23  With  that  she  gan  hir  eyen  on  him 
caste  155 

^  esily,  and  fxil  debonairly, 
Avysing  hir,  and  hyed  not  to  faste 
With  never  a  word,  but  seyde  him  softely, 
*  Myn  honour  sauf,  I  wol  wel  trewely, 
And  in  swich  forme   as   he    can    now 
devyse,  160 

Beceyven  him  ftilly  to  my  servyse, 

21  Biseching  him,  for  goddes  love,  that 

he 
Wolde,  in  honour  of  trouthe  and  gentil- 

esis, 
As  I  wel  mene,  eek  mene  wel  to  me,    164 
And  myn  honour,  with  wit  and  besinesse, 
Aykepe;  andiflmaydonhimgladnesse, 


Prom  hennes-forth,  y-wis,  I  nil  not  feyne : 
Now  beeth  al  hool,  no  lenger  ye  ne  pleyne. 

25.  But  nathelees,  this  wame    I  yow,* 
quod  she, 

*  A  hinges  sone  al-though  ye  be,  y-wis,  170 
Ye  shul  na-more  have  soverainetee 
Of  me  in  love,  than  right  in  that  oas  is ; 
Ne  I  nil  forbere,  if  that  ye  doon  a-mis. 
To  wrathen  yow ;  and  whyl  that  ye  me 

serve, 
Cherycen  yow  right  after  ye  deserve.    175 

26.  And  shortly,  derfi  herte  and  al  my 
knight, 

Beth  glad,  and  draweth  yow  to  lustinesse, 
And  I  shal  trewely,  with  al  my  might. 
Your  bittre  tomen  al  in-to  swetnesse ;  179 
If  I  be  she  that  may  yow  do  gladnesse. 
For  every  wo  ye  shal  recovere  a  blisse ' ; 
And  him  in  armes  took,  and  gan  him 
kisse. 

27    Fil  Pandarus  on  knees,  and  up  his 

y6n 
To  hevene  threw,  and  held  his  hondes 

hye, 
'  Immortal  god  !*  quod  he,  *  that  mayst 

nought  dyen,  '85 

Cupide  I  mene,  of  this  masrst  glorifye ; 
And  Venus,  thou  mayst  make  melodye ; 
With-outen  hond,  me    semeth    that  in 

towne, 
For  this  merveyle,  I  here  ech  belle  sowne. 

28.  But  ho !  no  more  as  now  of  this 
matere,  ^9^ 

For-why  this  folk  wol  comen  up  anoon. 
That  han  the  lettre  red  :  lo,  I  hem  here. 
But  I  conjure  thee,  Criseyde,  and  oon, 
And  two,  thou  Troilus,  whan  thow  majrst 

goon, 
That  at  mjm  hous  ye  been  at  my  wam- 

inge,  >95 

For  I  ful  wel  shal  shape  your  cominge ; 

29.  And  eseth  ther  your   hertes  right 
y-nough  ; 

And  lat  see  which  of  yow  shal  here  the 

belle 
To  speke  of  love  a-right  I  *  ther- with  he 

lough, 
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'  For  ther  havo  yo  a  In  vser  for  to  telle'  200 
Quod  Tniilus.  *  how  longe  slial  I  dwi-lle 
Er  tliis  Ik?  iloon  ? '  Quod  he,  'whan  thou 

mayst  rv'so, 
This  thiiip  shal  bo  right  as  I  yow  devyse.' 

30.  With  tliat  Elejiio  and  also  Doiphohus 
Tlio  comeu  upward,  right  at  the  steyres 

endv ;  205 

And  lord,  so  than  gan  grone  Troilos, 
His  brother  and  his  snstcr  lor  to  blende, 
(jnoil   Pandams,    'it    tyme    is    that   we 

wendo ; 
Tak.  nec^  myn,  your  leve  at  alle  three, 
And  lat  liem  sjieke,  and  coraeth   forth 

with  me.'  210 

iU.  She  t«M>k  hir  leve  at  hem  ful  thriftily, 
As  she  wel  f<»udc,  and  thoy  hir  reverence 
Un-to  the  fullo  didi'u  hardoly, 
Ami  spcken  wonder  wel,  in  hir  a1>sonce, 
Of  hir,  in  prcysing  of  hir  excollonce,     215 
Hir  g«>vemaunce,  hir  wit  ;  and  hir  man- 
en* 
Commende<len,  it  joye  vtrs  to  here. 

32.  Now  lat  hir  wende  un-to  hir  o^Tie 

place, 
And  tome  we  to  Tndlus  a-yein,  210 

That  gun  fnl  lightly  of  tjie  lettre  x^^^^o 


And  gan  to  speken  in  a  sobre  w>-so 
To  Tiuilua,  as  I  shal  yow  t\eyy». 

35.  *  Myn  alderleveat  lord,  auil  Iin^tbef 
doro, 

G(k1  woot,  and  thou,  that  it  »it  dii>  m 
I  soi-e,  AP 

When  I  thee  saw  so  lang:ni8abiug  tif-.nxv. 

For  love,  of  which  thy  wo  -wex  alw 
I  more ; 

I  That  I,  with  al  my  might  and  al  uiylure, 

J  lath  ever  sithen  doon  lay  bisinesfe 

To  bringo  thee  to  joye  out  of  di^tresse : 

36.  And  have  it  brought  to  swich  pl^t  u 
thou  wost,  i4* 

I  So  that,  thorugh  me,  thow  stondest  nov 

I  in  weye 

i  To  faro  wel,  I  seye  it  for  no  b«»st, 

I  And  wost'tw  why  ?  for  shame  it  is  to  leyh 

For  thee  have  I  ))igonne  a  gamen  pler« 
I  Wliich  that  I  never  doon  shal  ell  ivr 
I  other,  25« 

Al-t hough  ho  were  a  thousand  fold  my 
brother. 

37.  That  is  to  seye,  for  thee  am  I  bicomeu. 
Bitwixun  game  and  cmest,  swich  a  menc 
As  maken  wommen  un-to  men  to  codmd  ; 
A I  sey  I  nought,  thou  wost  wel  wli*t  1 
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But  wo  is  me,  that  I,  that  cause  al  this, 
May  thenken  that  she  is  my  nece  dere, 
And  I  hir  eem,  and  traytor  eek  y-fere  ! 

40.  And  wore  it  wist  that  I,  through  myn 

Hadde  in  my  nece  y-pnt  this  fantasye,  275 
To  do  thy  Inst,  and  hoolly  to  be  thyn, 
Why,  al  the  world  np-on  it  wolde  ciye, 
And  seye,  that  I  the  worste  trecherye 
Dide  in  this  cas,  that  ever  was  bigonne, 
And  she  for-lost,  and  thou  right  nought 
y*wonne.  aSu 

il.  Wher-fore,  er  I  wol  ferther  goon  a 

pas. 
Yet  efl  I  thee  biseche  and  ftilly  seye. 
That  priretee  go  with  ns  in  this  cas, 
That  is  to  s^e,  that  thou  ns  never  wreye ; 
And  be  nought  wrooth,  though  I  thee 
ofte  pr^e  285 

To  holden  secree  swich  an  heigh  matere ; 
For  skilful  is,  thow  woit  wel,  my  preyere. 

42.  And  thenk  what  wo  ther  hath  bitid 

erthis, 
For  makinge  of  avauntes,  as  men  rede ; 
And  what  mischaunce  in  this  world  yet 

ther  is,  390 

Fro  day  to  day,  right  for  that  wikked 

dede; 
For  which  these  wyse  derkes  that  ben 


Han  ever  yet  proverbed  to  us  yonge. 
That  "  firste  vertu  is  to  kepe  tonge." 

4^  And,  nere  it  that  I  wilne  as  now 
t  abregge  395 

I>iffasioan  of  speohe,  I  ooude  almost 
A  thonsand  olde  stories  thee  alegge 
Of  wommen  lost,  thorugh  fals  and  foles 

bort; 
Proverbes  canst  thy-self  y-nowe,  and  west, 
Ayeins  that  vyce,  for  to  been  a  labbe,  .^00 
Al  seyde  men  sooth  as  often  as  they  gabbe. 

44.  O  tonge,  alias !  so  often  here-bifom 
U«stow  made  many  a  lady  bright  of  hewe 
Seyd,  "  welawey !  the  day  that  I  was  bom ! "  | 
And  many  a  maydee  sorwes  for  to  newe ;    j 
And,  for  the  more  part,  al  is  untrewe  306  i 


That  men  of  yelpe,  and  it  were  brought 

to  prove ; 
Of  kinde  non  avauntour  is  to  leve. 

45.  Avauntour  and  a  lyere,  al  is  on  ;    509 
As  thus :  I  pose,  a  womman  graunte  me 
Hir  love,  and  seyth  that  other  wol  she  non, 
And  I  am  sworn  to  holden  it  secree, 
And  after  I  go  telle  it  two  or  three ; 
T-wis,  I  am  avauntour  at  the  leste. 
And  lyere,  for  I  broke  my  biheste.        315 

46.  Kow  loke  thanne,  if  they  be  nought 
to  blame, 

Swich  manor  folk ;    what  shal  I  clepe 

hem,  what, 
That  hem  avaunte  of  wommen,  and  by 

name, 
That  never  yet  bihighte  hem  this  ne  that, 
Ke  knewe  hem  more  than  myn  olde  hat  ? 
No  wonder  is,  so  god  me  sonde  hole,    531 
Though  wommen  drede  with  us  men  to 

dele. 

47.  I  sey  not  this  for  no  mistrust  of  yow, 
Ne  for  no  wys  man,  but  for  foles  nyoe. 
And  for  the  harm  that  in  the  world  is 

now,  325 

As  wel  for  foly  ofte  as  for  malyce  ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  in  W378e  folk,  that  vj^e 
No  wonunan  drat,  if  she  be  wel  avysed ; 
For  wyse  ben  by  foles  harm  chastysed. 

48.  Butnowtopurpos;  leve  brother  dere. 
Have  al  this  thing  that  I  have  seyd  in 

minde,  331 

And  keep  thee  olos,  and  be  now  of  good 

chore, 
For  at  thy  day  thou  shalt  me  trewe  flnde. 
I  shal  thy  proces  sette  in  swich  a  kinde. 
And  god  to-fom,  that  it  shall  thee  snffyse, 
For  it  shal  been  right  as  thou  wolt  de- 

vyse.  336 

49.  For  wel  I  woot,  thou  menest  wel, 
pnrde ; 

Therfore  I  dar  this  fully  undertake. 
Thou  wost  eek  what  thy  lady  graunted 

thee, 
And  day  is  set,  the  chartres  up  to  make. 
Have  now  good  night,  I  may  no  longer 

wake ;  341 
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And  bid  for  me,  sin  thou  art  now  in  blisse, 
Tliat  god  me  sende  deeth  or  sone  lisse.' 

50.  Who  mighte  telle  half  the  joye  or  feste 
Which  that  the  sowle  of  Troilus  tho  felte, 
Heringe  th'eifect  of  Pandams  biheste?  346 
His  olde  wo,  that  made  his  herte  swelte, 
Gan  tho  for  joye  wasten  and  to-melte, 
And  al  the  richesse  of  his  sykes  sore 

At  ones  fledde,  he  felte  of  hem  no  more. 

51.  Bat  right  so  as  these  holtes  and  these 
he^yes,  351 

That  han  in  winter  dede  been  and  dreye, 
Revesten.  hem  in  grene,  whan  that  May  is, 
Whan  every  losty  lyketh  best  to  pleye : 
Bight  in  that  selve  wyse,  sooth  to  sejre,  355 
Wex  sodeynliohe  his  herte  ftil  of  joye, 
Thatgladder  was  ther  never  man  in  Troye. 

62.  And  gan  his  look  on  Pandams  up 

caste 
Pul  sobrely,  and  frendly  for  to  see,       359 
And  seyde,  *  freend,  in  Aprille  the  laste, 
As  wel  thou  woet,  if  it  remembre  thee. 
How  neigh  the  deeth  for  wo  thou  fonnde 

me; 
And  how  thou  didest  al  thy  bisinesse 
To  knowe  of  me  the  cause  of  my  distresse. 

58.  Thoa  wost  how  longe  I  it  for-bar  to 

seye  365 

To  thee,  that  art  the  man  that  I  beet 

triste; 
And  peril  was  it  noon  to  thee  by-wreye, 
That  wiBt«  I  wel ;  but  tel  me,  if  thee  liste, 
Sith  I  so  looth  was  that  thy-«elf  it  wiste, 
How  dorste  I  mo  tellen  of  this  matere,  370 
That  quake  now,  and  no  wight  may  us 
here? 

54.  But  natheles,  by  that  god  I  thee  swere, 
That,  as  him  list,    may  al  this  world 

goveme, 
And,  if  I  lye,  Achilles  with  his  spere 
Myn  herte  cleve,  al  were  my  lyf  eteme, 
As  I  am  mortal,  if  I  late  or  yeme         376 
Wolde  it  biwreye,  or  dorste,  or  sholde 

conne, 
For  al  the  good  that  god  made  under 

Sonne; 


55.  That  rather  deye  I  wolde,  and  de- 
termyne, 

As  thinketh  me,  now  stokked  in  presoim, 

In  wrecchednesse,  in  filthe,  and  in  Ter- 
myne,   '  381 

Caytif  to  cruel  king  Agamen<Km ; 

And  this,  in  alle  the  temples  of  this 
toun. 

Upon  the  goddes  alle,  I  wol  thee  sweie, 

To-morwe  day,  if  that  thee  lyketh  here.  385 

'  56.  And  that  thou  hast  so  mnche  y-docm 

for  me, 
That  I  ne  may  it  never-more  deserve, 
This  knowe  I  wel,  al  mighte  I  now  for 

thee 
A  thousand  tymes  on  a  morwen  stonre, 
I  can  no  more,  but  that  I  wol  thee  lerre 
Bight   as   thy   sclave,    whider-so   thoQ 

wende,  391 

For  ever-more,  un-to  my  ly^rea  ende! 

57.  But  here,  with  al  myn  herte,  I  thee 
biseohe. 

That  never  in  me  thou  deme  swich  folye 
As  I  shal  seyn ;   me  thoughte,  by  thy 

■peche,  395 

That  this,  which  thou  me  dost  for  oooi- 

panye, 
I  sholde  wene  it  were  a  baudeiye ; 
I  am  nought  wood,  al-if  I  lewed  be ; 
It  is  not  so,  that  woot  I  wel,  pardee. 

58.  But  he  that  goth,  for  gold  or  far 
richesse,  400 

On  swich  message,  oalle  him  what  thee 

list; 
And  this  that  thou  dost,  calle  it  gentileiee, 
Compassiotm,  and  felawship,  and  trist ; 
Departe  it  so,  for  wyde-where  is  wist 
How  that  there  is  dyversitee  requered  405 
Bitwixen  thinges  lyke,  as  I  have  lered. 

69.  And,    that   thou    knowe    I    thenke 

nought  ne  wene 
That  this  servyse  a  shame  be  or  jiqpe, 
I  have  my  faire  suster  Polixene, 
Cassandre,  Eleyne,  or  any  of  the  fn^ ; 
Be  she  never  so  faire  or  wel  y-shape,    411 
Tel  me,  which  thou  wilt  of  everiohone. 
To  han  for  thyn,and  lat  me  thanne  allone. 
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60.  But  sin  that  th<m  hast  don  me  this 
servyse,  414 

My  ]yf  to  save,  and  for  noon  hope  of  mede, 
So,  for  the  love  of  god,  this  grete  empryse 
Parforme  it  out ;  for  now  ia  moste  nede. 
For  high  and  low,  with-oaten  any  drede, 
I  wol  alwey  thyne  hestes  alle  kepe  ; 
Have  now  good  night,  and  hit  ns  bothe 
ilepe.*  430 

61.  Thns  held  him  ech  with  other  wel 
apayed. 

That  al   the  world   ne    mighte   it  bet 

amende; 
And,  on  the    morwe,  whan  they  were 

arayed, 
Edi  to  his  owene  nodes  gan  entende. 
But  Troihis,  though  as  the  fyr  he  brende 
For  sharp  desyr  of  hope  and  of  pleeaunce, 
He  not  for-gat  his  gode  govemaunce.  427 

62.  But  in  him-self  with  manhod    gan 
restreyne 

Ech  rakel  dede  and  ech  nnbrydled  chore. 
That  alle  tho  that  liven,  sooth  to  seyne, 
Ne  sholde  han  wist,  by  word  or  by  manere. 
What  that  he  mente,  as  touching  this 
matere.  433 

From  every  wight  as  fer  as  is  the  cloude 
He  was,  so  wel  dissimulen  he  coude. 

68.  And  al  the  whyl  which  that  I  yow 
devyse,  435 

This  was  his  lyf ;  with  al  his  talle  might, 
By  day  he  was  in  Martes  high  servyse, 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  armes  as  a  knight ; 
And  for  the  more  part,  the  longe  night 
He  lay,  and  thoughte  how  that  he  mighte 
serve  440 

His  lady  best,  hir  thank  for  to  deserve. 

64.  Nil  I  nought  swerS,  al-though  he  li^ 

softe, 
That  in  his  thought  he  nas  snmwhat 

disesed, 
Ne  that  he  tomede  on  his  pilwes  ofte. 
And  wolde  of  that  him  missed  han  ben 

•esed;  445 

But  in  Bwich  cas  man  is  nought  alwey 

plesed. 
For  oog^t  I  wot,  no  more  than  was  he ; 
That  can  I  deme  of  possibilitee. 


65.  But  certeyn  is,  to  purpos  for  to  go. 
That    in    this  whyle,   as  writen    is    in 

geste,  450 

He  say  his  lady  som-tyme  ;  and  also 
She  with  him  spak,  whan  that  she  dorste 

or  leste. 
And  by  hir  bothe  avys,  as  was  the  beste, 
Apoynteden  fol  warly  in  this  nede. 
So  as  they  dorste,  how  they  wolde  pro- 
cede.  455 

66.  But  it  was  spoken  in  so  short  a  wyse, 
In  swich  awayt  alwey,  and  in  swioh  fere, 
Lest  any  wyght  divynen  or  devyse 
Wolde  of  hem  two,  or  to  it  leye  an  ere, 
That  al  this  world  so  leef  to  hem  ne 

were  460 

As  that  Cupido  wolde  hem  grace  sonde 
To  maken  of  hir  speche  aright  an  ende. 

67.  But  thilke  litel  that  they  speke  or 
wroughte. 

His  wyse  goost  took  ay  of  al  swich  hede. 
It  semed  hir,  he  wiste  that  she  thoughte 
With-outen  word,  so  that  it  was  no  nede 
To  bidde  him  ought  to  done,  or  ought 

forbede ;  <  467 

For  which  she  thoughte  that   love,  al 

come  it  late. 
Of  alle  joye  hadde  opned  hir  the  yate. 

68.  And    shortly  of  this  proces  for  to 
pace,  470 

So  wel  his  work  and  wordes  he  bisette. 
That  he  so  fnl  stood  in  his  lady  grace. 
That  twenty  thousand  tymes,or  she  lette. 
She  thonked  god    she    ever   with    him 

mette; 
So  coude  he  him  goveme  in  swich  ser- 
vyse, 475 
That  al  the   world   ne  mighte    it    bet 
devyse. 

69.  For-why  she  fond  him  so  discreet  in  al. 
So  secret,  and  of  swich  obdisaunce. 
That  wel  she  felte  he  was  to  hir  a  wal 
Of  steel,  and  sheld  from  every  disple- 

saunce ;  480 

That,  to  ben  in  his  gode  govemaunce. 
So  wys  he  was,  she  was  no  more  afered, 
I  mene,  as  fer  as  oughte  ben  requered. 
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70.  And  Pandarus,  to  quike  alwey  tlie  fyr, 
Was  ever  y-lyko  prest  and  dili^nt ;  485 
To  ese  his  trend  was  set  al  his  desyr. 

He  shool*  ay  on,  he  to  and  fro  was  sent ; 
He  lettres  bar  whan  Troilus  yfaa  alisout. 
That  never  man,  as  in  his  freeudes  nede, 
Xc  l>ar    Iiim    1x>t    tliau   he,   with-outen 
drede.  490 

71.  Bat  now,  x>arannter,  som  man  wajrtcn 
wolde 

That  everj'  word,  or  sonde,  or  look,  or 

chere 
Of  Troilus  that  I  rehersen  sholde, 
In  al  this  wliyle,  nn-to  his  lady  dere  ; 
I  tn>we    it  were  a  l<»ng    thing    for    to 

here ;  495 

Or  of  what  wight  that  stant  in  swich  dis- 

joynto, 
His  wordc'S  alle.  or  ovorj'  look,  to  poynte. 

72.  Ffir  sothe,  I  have  not  herd  it  doon  er 
this, 

Tn  storye  noon,  ne  no  man  here,  I  wene  ; 
An<l  thoucrh  I  wolde  I  eonde  not,  y-wis  : 
For  tUflr  wfts  som  epbtel  hem  bit  wene,  50J 
Til  at  woMot  as   Bt^yth   myn  nnctor,  wci 
contfm* 


75.  For  he  with  greet  cleliboracioim 
Hadde  every  thing  that  hereto  mi||it< 

i  avayle  5« 

I  Fom-cast,  and  put  in  oxecncioan. 
'  And  neither  laft  for  cost  ne  for  tnvqite; 
Como  if  hem  lest,  hem  sholde  rnvthisf 

fayle  ; 
And  for  to  been  in  ought  espyed  there, 
That,  wiste  he  wel,  an  inpi>ssible  weiCb 

76.  Dredelees,  it  cleer  was  in  the  wind 
Of  every  pye  and  every  lette-gam« ;    .«; 
Xow  al  is  wel,  for  al  the  world  is  Uind 
In  this  matere,  bothe  fremed  and  tune. 

'  This  timber  is  al  redy  up  to  frame;    5.** 
;  Us  lakketh  nought  but  that  we  viten 

wolde 
A  certein  houre,  in  whiche  she  comeB 

sholde. 

77.  And  Troilus,  that  al  this  purvejaosee 
Knew  at  the  fullc,  and  wa.vte<lc  on  it«y, 

I  Hadde  here-np-on  eek   ma<le  gret  fflde 
nannee,  .l^F 

And  fonnde  his  cause,  and  ther-to  hii 
aiTfly,  « 

If  that  he  were  mbsKl^  night  or  ^,  1 
Ther-whyle  he  was  aboute  this  senfjw,  1 
That  he  wB»  goon  to  doon  his  sactifywi, 
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80.  'mum  he  was  come,  he  gan  anoon  to 

pleye 
Ab  he  was  wont,  and  of  him-self  to  jape ; 
And  fynally,  he  swor  and  gan  hir  seye,  55(6 
By  this  and  that,  she  sholde  him  not 

escape, 
Ke  lenger  doon  him  after  hir  to  gape ; 
But  certeynly  she  moste,  by  hir  leve, 
Come  Bonpen  in  his  hons  with  him  at 

eve.  560 

«1.  At  whiche  she  lough,  and  gan  hir 

A»te  excuse, 
And  seyde,  *  it  rayneth ;  lo,  how  sholde 

Igoon?* 
'  Lat  be/  quod  he, '  ne  stond  not  thus  to 


This  moot  be  doon,  3re  shal  be  ther  anoon.' 
So  at  the  laste  her-of  they  felle  at  oon,  5^ 
Or  elles,  softe  he  swor  hir  in  hir  ere, 
He  nolde  never  oome  ther  she  were. 

^  Sone  after  this,  to  him  she  gan  to 

rowne, 
And  asked  him  if  Troilus  were  there  t 
He  swor  hir,  "nay,   for  he  was  out  of 

towne,»  5;o 

And  seyde,  *  nece,  I  pose  that  he  were, 
Yuw  fthurfte  never  have  the  more  fere. 
For  rather  than  men  mighte  him  ther 

aspye, 
Me  were  lever  a  thousand-fold  to  dye.' 

83  Nought  list  myn  auctor  fUly  to 
declare  575 

What  that  she  thoughte  whan  he  seyde 
so, 

That  Troilus  was  out  of  town  y-fare, 

\a  if  he  seyde  ther-of  sooth  or  no ; 

But  that,  with-outeawayt,  with  him  to  go, 

She  grannted  him,  sith  he  hir  that  bi- 
soughte,  580 

And,  as  his  neoe,  obeyed  as  hir  oughte 


And  seyde  him,  *  eem,  sin  I  mot  on  yow 

triste, 
Loke  al  be  wel,  and  do  now  as  yow  liste.' 

85.  He  swor  hir,  *  jds,  by  stokkes  and  by 
stones. 

And  by  the  goddes  that  in  hevene  dwelle. 
Or  elles  were  him  lever,  soule  and  bones, 
With  Pluto  king  as  depe  been  in  helle  592 
As  Tantalus !  *  What  sholde  I  more  telle  ? 
Whan  al  was  wel,  he  roos  and  took  his 

leve, 
And  she  to  souper  com,  whan  it  was  eve, 

86.  With  acertaynofhirowenemen,  596 
And  with  hir  faire  nece  Antigone, 

And  othere  of  hir  wonunen  nyne  or  ten ; 
But  who  was  glad  now,  who,  as  trowe  ye. 
But  Troilus,  that  stood  and  mighte  it 

see  600 

Thurgh-out  a  litel  windowe  in  a  stewe, 
Ther  he  bishet,   sin  midnight,  was   in 

mewe, 

87.  Un  wist  of  every  wight  but  of  Pandare  ? 
But  to  the  poynt ;   now  whan  she  was 

y-come 
With  alle  joye,  and  alle  frendes  fare,    605 
Hir  eem  anoon  in  armes  hath  hir  nome. 
And  after  to  the  souper,  alle  and  some. 
Whan  tyme  was,  ful  softe  they  hem  sette ; 
God  wot,  ther  was  no  deyntee  for  to  fette. 

88.  And  after    souper   gonnen   they  to 
ryse,  610 

At  ese  wel,  with  hertes  fresshe  and  glade. 
And  wel  was  him  that  conde  best  devyse 
To  lyken  hir,  or  that  hir  laughen  made. 
He  song;  she  pleyde;  he  tolde  tale  of 

Wade. 
But  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath 

ende,  615 

She  took  hir  leve,  and  nodes  wolde  wende. 


H.  Bat  nathelees,  yet  gan  she  him  bi-     89   But  O,  Fortune,  executrice  of  wierdes, 


•oche, 

AMhough  with  him  to  goon  it  was  no  fere. 
For  to  be  war  of  gooeish  peples  speche. 
That  dremen  thingee  whiche  that  never 

were,  585 

And  wel  avyse  him  whom  he  broughte 

there; 


O  influences  of  thise  hevenes  bye ! 

Soth  is,  that,  under  god,  ye   ben   our 

hierdes. 
Though    to   us    bestes  been  the  causes 

wrye.  6jo 

This  mene  I  now,  for  she  gan  hoomward 

hye, 
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But  execnt  was  al  bisyde  hir  leve, 
At  the  goddes  wil ;  for  which  she  moste 
bleve. 

90.  The  bente  mone  with  hir  homes  pale, 
Satume,  and   Jove,   in    Cancro   joyned 

were,  625 

That  swich  a  ra3ai  from  hevene  gan  avale, 
That  every  maner  wommanthat  i^-as  there 
Hadde  of  that  smoky  reyn  a  verray  fere  ; 
At  which  Pandare  tho  longh,  and  seyde 

thenne, 
*  Now  were  it  tyme  a  lady  to  go  henne !  630 

91.  But  f^oode  nece,  if  I  mighte  ever  plese 
Yow  any-thing,  than  prey  I  yow,*  quod  he, 
'To  doon  myn  herte  as  now  so  greet  an 

ese 
As  for  to  dwelle  here  al  this  night  with  me, 
For-why  this  is  your  owene  hous,  pardee. 
For,  by  my  tronthe,  I  sey  it  nought  a- 

game,  636 

To  wende  as  now,  it  were  to  me  a  shame.' 

92.  Criseyde,  whiche  that  coude  as  muche 
good 

As  half  a  world,  tok  hede  of  his  preyere  ; 
And  sin  it  ron,  and  al  was  on  a  flood,  640 
She  thoughte,  as  good  chep  may  I  dwellen 

here, 
And  graunte  it  gladly  with  a  freendes 

chore, 
And  have  a  thank,  as  grucche  and  thanne 

abyde; 
For  hoom  to  goon  it  may  noTight  wel 

bityde. 

93.  'I  wol,'  quod  she,  'myn  uncle  leef 
and  dere,  645 

Sin  that  yow  Ust,  it  skile  is  to  be  so ; 
I  am  right  glad  with  yow  to  dwellen  here ; 
I  seyde  but  a-game,  I  wolde  go.' 
'Y-wis,  graont  mercy,  nece!*   quod  he 
tho ;  641) 

'  Were  it  a  game  or  no,  soth  for  to  telle. 
Now  am  I  glad,  sin  that  yow  list  to  dwelle.' 

94.  Thus  al  is  wel ;  but  tho  bigan  aright 
The  newe  joye,  and  al  the  feste  agayn  ; 
But  Fandarus,  if  goodly  hadde  he  might. 
He  wolde  han  hyed  hir  to  bedde  faj-n.  655 
And  seyde,  *  lord,  this  is  an  huge  rayn  ! 


This  were  a  weder  for  to  slepen  inne ; 
And  that  I  rede  us  sone  to  biginne. 

95.  And  nece,  woot  ye  wher  I  wol  yow 
leye,  659 

For  that  we  shul  not  liggen  fer  asonder, 
And  for  ye  neither  shnllen,  dar  I  teye, 
Heren  noise  of  reynes  nor  of  thonder? 
By  god,  right  in  my  lyte  closet  yonder. 
And  I  wol  in  that  outer  hous  allone 
Be  wardeyn  of  your  wommen  everichoce. 

96.  And  in  this  middel  chaambrethst  p 
see  M 

Shul  youre  wommen  slepen  wel  and  9oft«; 
And  ther  I  seyde  shal  your-selve  be ; 
And  if  ye  liggen  wel  to-night,  com  ofU, 
And  careth  not  what  weder  is  on-loft«.  6;^ 
The  wyn  anon,  and  whan  so  that  yov 

leste, 
So  go  we  slepe,  I  trowe  it  be  the  beste.' 

97.  Ther  nis  no  more,  but  here-after  sone. 
The  voydd  dronke,  and    travers  driv« 

anon, 
Oan  every  wight,  that  hadde  nought  to 

done  (-7: 

More  in  that  place,  out  of  the  ohaomber 

gon. 
And  ever-mo  so  stemelioh  it  ron, 
And  blew  therewith  so  wonderlioheloade. 
That  wel  neigh  no  man  heren  other  coade, 

98.  Tho  Pandarus,  hireem,  right  as  him 
oughts,  tv'*j 

With  women  swiche  as  were  hir  most 

aboute, 
Ful    glad    un-to    hir    beddee   tyds  hit 

broughte. 
And  took  his  leve,  and  gan  fW  low* loot*. 
And  seyde, '  here  at  this  doset-dore  with- 

oute, 
Right  over-thwart,  your  wommen  liggen 

alle,  ^^ 

That,  whom  yow  liste  of  hem,  ye  ini.r 

here  calle.' 

99.  So  whan  that  she  was  in  the  clota 
leyd. 

And  alle  hir   wommen  forth  by  wd*- 

naunce 
A-bedde  weren,  ther  as  I  have  seyd. 
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Atn  wu  no  more  to  skippen  nor  to 
taonce,  690 

Bat  boden  go  to  bedde,  with  mischaoncef 
If  •nj  wight  was  steringe  any-where, 
Aadkto  hem  slope  that  a-bedde  were. 

UWl  Bnt  Fandams,  that  wel  coade  eche 

•  del 

Tlie  olde  dannce,  and  every  poynt  ther- 

inne,  695 

Whan  that  he  sey  that  alle  thing  was  wel, 

He  thonghte  he  wolde  np^n  his  werk 

bi^nne, 
And  gui  the  stewe-dore  al  softe  un-pinne, 
And  ftUle  as  stoon,  with-onten  lenger 

Irtte, 
%  Troilns  a-doon  right  he  him  sette.  700 

101.  And,  shortly  to  the  poynt  right  for 

Of  il  this  werk  he  tolde  him  word  and 

ende, 
And  leyde,  *  make  thee  redy  right  anon, 
For  thon  shalt  in-to  hevene  hlisse  wende.' 
'Xiiw  blisful    Venus,    thou    me    grace 

fende, '  705 

Qo"d  Troiluji,  '  for  never  yet  no  ncdo 
J^e  I  ©r  now,  ne  halvendcl  the  drede.' 

1^  Qaod  Pandams,  *  no  drede  thee  never 

•  del, 

for  it  shal  l»een  right  as  thou  wilt  desyre ; 
^  thiyve  I,  this  night  shal  I  make  it 

*<?1,  710 

.  Oreasten  al  the  gruwel  in  the  fyre,' 
*Yit  Uisfal  Venus,  this  night  thou  me 

enRpyro,' 
^i**i Trrjilus,  'as  wis  as  I  thee  serve, 
^ever  bet  and  bet  shal,  tU  I  sterve. 

^^And  if  I  hadde,    O  Venus   ful    of 

miithc,  715 

^S*ctes  Iiadde  of  Mars  or  of  Satume, 
^  thou  combust  or  let  were  in  my  birthe, 
"Jy  fader  pray  al  thiike  harm  disturne 
^  Krace,  and   that  I  glad   a3'ein   may 

torne, 
'^w  live  of  him  thou  lovedest  in   the 

ihawe,  7JO 

*  »tttne  Adoon,  that  with  the  iKwr  was 

•Iswe. 


104.  O  Jove  eek,   for  the  love  of  faire 
Europe, 

The  whiche  in  forme  of  bole  away  thou 

fette ; 
Now  help,  O  Mars,  thou  with  thy  blody 

cope. 
For  love  of  Cipris,  thou  me  nought  ne 

lette ;  735 

O  Phebus,  thenk  whan  Dane  hir-selven 

shetto 
Under  the  bark,  and  laurer  wex  for  drede, 
Yet  for  hir  love,  O  help  now  at  this  node ! 

105.  Mercurie,  for  the  love  of  Hiers^  eke, 
For    which    Pallas    was  with    Aglauros 

wrooth,  730 

Now  help,  and  eok  Diane,  I  thee  biseke, 
That  this  viage  be  not  to  thee  looth. 
O  fatal  sustren,  which,  er  any  clooth 
Me  shapen  was,  my  desten6  me  sponne, 
So  holpeth  to  this  werk  that  is  bi-gonne  !* 

106.  Quod     Pandarus,    'thou    wrecched 
mouses  herte,  736 

Art  thou  Hgast  so  that  she  wol  thee  byte  ? 
"Why,  don  this  furred  cloke  ui)-on  th}' 

sherte, 
And  Iblowo  roe,  for  I  wol  ban  the  wytc  ; 
But  byd,  and  Int  mo  go  bifore  a  l>-te.'    740 
And  with  that  word  ho  gan    un-do   a 

trappe, 
And  TroUus  he  broughte  in  by  the  lappe. 

107.  The   steme  wind   so  loudo  gan  to 
route 

That  no  wight  other  noyse  mighte  here  : 
An<l  they  that  layen  at  the  dore  with- 
onto,  745 

Ful  sikerly  they  Rlopten  alle  y-fere  ; 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  ful  sobre  chere, 
Goth  to  tho  dore  anon  with-onten  lette, 
Ther-as  they  laye,  and  softoly  it  shette. 

108.  An<l  as  he  com  aycinward  prively, 
His  uoce  aw(x>k,  and  asked  '  who  goth 

there?'  751 

*  My  dere  noce,'  qno<l  he,  '  it  am  I ; 
Ne  woudreth  not,  ne  have  of  it  no  fere ;  * 
And  ner  he  com,  and  seyde  hir  in  hir  ere, 
'  No  word,  for  lovo  of  g<xl  I  yow  bisecho ; 
Lat  no  wight  ryso    and    hcren   of  our 

spochc.'  756 
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1«"»J».  •  What !    which  woy  l»o  yo  comcn, 

f-ri'-iUrit'  r 
Qu«nI  «he.  'iiii'l  li«»w  tlins  imwist  of  hem 

all.'?' 
•  H«ri'  jit  This  si-'^roo  trai»p<Mhir«,*  qu'xl  he. 
i^\v>\  th<»  Criseyli'.   "hit  mo  som  wight 

calh-.'  760 

'  Ky  !  gi.'l  lorl ....],.  that  it  shoLU*  iVille,' 
Qu'nI    Pan<lanis.    'that    ye    swich    foly 

wnMiGrlitf  I 
They  miuhto  ilomo  thinj*  tlioy  never  er 

thou^rht<.. ! 

110.  It  is  n'»ught  g«x»<l  a  sloping  hound  to 

wako. 
No  vivl'  :\  wifjhf  a  rauso  t<»  ili'V^-no  :      765 
Y"iir  w.inim.-n  slcp.-n  all--.  I  unth-T-take, 
S.J  that.  t'i>r  iiciu.  till'  hmis  in<-n  mightt* 

invn.-  ; 
An-i  «!l.|MTi  woli-n  til  tho  !»i»nno  Bh>*ne. 
Anil  wlian  my  tali-   al   ln-inijjflit  is  to  an 

I'mvist,  riglit  as  I  oi*in.  so  wol  I  wi?n<h.». 
HI.  Now  ni-co  m>-n.  yr  shul  wol  nnder- 

StMll-l,'.'  --I 

'^iKil  h(\  '  iitt  as  yi.'  w«»nimfn  domon  alio, 
I'liat  I'lr  tM  hiil'li-  in  lovf  a  man  in  hon<lo, 


'I' 


114.  And  ho  is  cozno  in  swich  peyne  ud 

dist rosso 
That,  hat  ho  bo  al  folly  wood  by  thii, 
He  stMloynly  mot  falle  in-to  wiMlneM*. 
Dut-if  f*o>l  holi>e;  and  cauj^  why  this  ii, 
Ho  soyth  liim  ti>ld  is,  t  if  a  froend  i-rliii, 
How  that  yo  sholdc  10^*0  c»nn  tluit  hfttt« 

Horartte,  TV 

For  sorwo  of  which  this  night  shall  bwn 

his  laste.* 

113.  Orisoydo,  which  that  al  thiiwoo'lrt 

hcrdo. 
Gan  sodoj-nly  alHinte  hir  horte  c^»Ue.  foi 
Aiiil  with  a  syk  sho  sitrwtiilly  ansvenl^i 
'  Alias  !  I  wendo,  wIii>-so  tales  t<j]<le. 
My  tloro  horto  widde  mo  n«it  hi»Mi» 
So  liffhtly  fals  !  alh-w  I  conco>ti.-s  wrmge. 
What  hann  theydoon,  for  nowliwltfl 

lunge .'  *? 

1  in.  Horasto  !  alias !  and  falsen  Tmilu? 
I  knowe  him  ntjt.  god  holjio  mo  »n.*qn<'* 

she; 
'Alhid !    what  w*ikkcd  spirit  trtUc  lu* 

thus  ? 
N«>w  ci'rt«'S,  ecm,  to-morwo,  and  I  biin««- 
I  shal  thiT-of  as  ful  exnisen  mo         '*'" 
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119.    Now  if  he  woot  that  joye  is  transi- 

torie, 
As  every  joye  of  worldly  thing  mot  flee, 
Than  every  tyme  he  that  hath  in  me- 

morie, 
The  drede  of  losing  maketh  him  that  he 
May  in  no  parfit  selinesse  be.  831 

.\nd  if  to  lese  hia  joye  he  set  a  myte, 
Than  semeth  it  that  joye  is  worth  fal 

lyte. 

lao.  Wherfore    I   wol   deftyne   in    this 

matere, 
That  trewely,  for  ought  I  can  espye^      835 
Ther  is  no  verray  wele  in  this  world  here. 
Bat  0,  thon  wikked  serpent  Jalonsye, 
Thoa  misbeleved  and  envions  folye, 
Why  hastow  Troilns  me  mad  nntriste, 
That  never  yet  agUte  him,  that  I  wiste  ? » 

121.  Qnod  Pandams,  Hhus  fallen  is  this 
«».'  841 

'  Why,  ancle  myn,*  quod  she,  *  who  tolde 

him  this? 
Why  doth  my  dere  herte  thns,  alias  ?* 
'  Ye  woot,  ye  ncce  myn,*  quod  he,  *  w  hat  is  ; 
I  hope  al  shal  be  wel  that  is  amis.         845 
For  ye  may  quenche  al  this,  if  that  yow 

leate, 
And  doth  right  so,  for  I  holde  it  the 

beste.' 

122.  *  So  fhal  I  do  to-morwe,  y-wis,'  quod 
she, 

And  god  to-fom,  so  that  it  shal  suffyse.' 
To-morwe  ?  alias,  that  were  a  fayr,*  quod 

*»e,  850 

'Nay,  nay,  it  may  not  stonden  in  this 

wyse; 
For.  nece  myn,  thus  wryten  olerkes  wyse, 
'n»»t  peril  is  with  drecching  in  y-drawe  ; 
5»ay.  swich  abodes  been  nought  worth  an 

hawe. 

1^  Nece,  al  thing  hath  tyme,  I   dar 
avowe ;  855 

fn  whan  a  chanmber  a-f^r  is,  or  an  halle, 
Wel  oiore  nede  is,  it  sodejmly  rescowe 
Than  to  dispute,  and  axe  amonges  alle 
How  is  this  candel  in  the  straw  y-falle  ? 
A !  htnedicite  !  for  al  among  that  fare  860 
The  harm  is  doon,  and  fare-wel  feldefare  I 


124.  And,  nece  myn,  ne  take  it  not  a- 

greef. 
If  that  ye  suffre  him  al  night  in  this  wo, 
Qod  help  me  so,  ye  hadde  him  never  leef, 
That  dar  I  seyn,  now  there  is  but  we 

two ;  865 

But  wel  I  woot,  that  ye  wol  not  do  so  ; 
Ye  been  to  -wya  to  do  so  gret  folye, 
To  putte  his  lyf  al  night  in  jupartye.* 

X26.  ♦  Hadde  I  him  never  leef?    By  god, 

I  wene 
Ye  hadde  never  thing  so  leef,'  quod  she. 
'  Now  by  my  thrift,'  quod  he,  '  that  shal 

be  sene ;  871 

For,  sin  yo  make  this  ensample  of  me, 
If  I  al  night  wolde  him  in  sorwe  see 
For  al  the  tresour  in  the  toun  of  Troye, 
I  bidde  god,  I  never  mote  have  joye  !      875 

120.  Now  loke  thanne,  if  ye,  that  been 

his  love, 
Shul  putte  al  night  his  lyf  in  jui)artye 
For  thing  of  nought !    Now,  by  that  god 

above, 
Nought  only  this  delay  comth  of  folye, 
But  of  malyce,  if  that  I  shal  nought  lye. 
What,  platly,  and  ye  suffre  him  in  dis- 

tresse,  881 

Ye  neither  bountee  doon  ne  gentilesse  ! ' 

127.  Quod  tho  Criseyde,  'wole  ye  dooii 
o  thing, 

And  ye  therwith  shal  stinte  al  his  disese  ; 
Have  here,  and  bereth  him  this  blewe 

rmg*  885 

For  ther  is  no-thing  mighte  him  bettre 

plese. 
Save  X  my^self,  ne  more  his  herte  apese  ; 
And  sey  my  dere  herte,  that  his  sorwe 
Is  causeles,  that  shal  be  seen  to-morwe.' 

128.  *  A  ring  ? '  quod  he,  *  ye,  hasel-wodes 
shaken !  890 

Ye,  nece  myn,  that  ring  moste  han  a  stoon 
That  mighte  dede  men  alyve  maken  ; 
And  swich  a  ring,  trowe  I  that  ye  have 

noon. 
Discrecioun  out  of  your  heed  is  goon  ; 
That  fele  I  now,'  quod  he,  *  and  that  is 

routhe ;  895 

O    tyme    y-lost,    wel     maystow    cursen 

slouthe ! 
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129.  Wot  ye  not  wel  that  noble  and  heigh 

corage 
Ne  sorweth  not,  ne  stinteth  eek  for  lyte? 
But  if  a  fool  were  in  a  jalons  rage, 
I  nolde  setten  at  his  aorwe  a  myte,       900 
But  feffe  him  with  a  fewe  wordes  whyte 
Another  day,  whan  that  I  mighte  him 

finde  : 
Bnt  this  thing  stont  al  in  another  kinde. 

IBO.  This  is  so  gen  til  and  so  tendre  of 

herte, 
That  with  his  deeth  he  wol  his  sorwes 

wreke;  9<^ 

For  tnisteth  wel,  how  sore    that    him 

smerte, 
He  wol  to  yow  no  jalonse  wordes  speke. 
And  for-thy,  nece,  er  that  his  herte  breke, 
So  spek  your-self  to  him  of  this  matere ; 
For  with  o  word  ye  may  his  herte  stere. 

131.  Now  have  I  told  what  peril  he  is 
inne,  91 1 

And  his  coming  unwist  is  t'  every  wight ; 
Ne,  pardee,  harm  may  ther  be  noon  ne 

sinne ; 
I  wol  my-self  be  with  yow  al  this  night. 
Ye  knowe  eek  how  it  is  your  owne  knight, 
And  that,  by  right,  ye  moste  upon  him 

trlste,  916 

And  I  al  prost  to  fecche  him  whan  yow 

liste.' 

132.  This  accident  so  pitons  was  to  here. 
And  eek  so  lyk  a  sooth,  at  pryme  face. 
And  Troilus  hir  knight  to  hir  so  dere,  920 
His  priv6  coming,  and  the  siker  place, 
That,  though    that    she    dide    him    as 

thanne  a  grace. 
Considered  aUe  thinges  as  they  stode, 
No  wonder  is,  sin  she  dide  al  for  gode. 

133.  Ciyseyde  answerde,  *  as  wisly  god  at 
reste  925 

My  sowle  bringe,  as  me  is  for  him  wo ! 
And  eem,  y-wis,  fayn  wolde  I  doon  the 

beste, 
If  that  I  hadde  grace  to  do  so. 
But  whether  that  ye  dwelle  or  for  him  go, 
I  am,  til  god  me  bettre  minde  sende,   930 
At  dulcamon,  right  at  my  wittes  ende.' 


184.  Quod  Pandarus,  *ye,  neoe,  wol  ye 

here? 
Dulcamon      called     is     **fleminge    of 

wreoches"; 

It  semeth  hard,  for  wreoches  wol  not  lere 

For    vem^    slouthe    or    othere    wilful 

tecches ;  9i<; 

This  seyd  by  hem  that  be  not  wcMth  tvo 

fecches. 
But  ye  ben  wys,  and  that  we  han  oq 
honde 
'  Nis  neither  hard,  ne  skilful  to  withstondfi' 
I 

,  185.  *  Thanne,  eem,'  quod  she,  ^  doth  her- 
I  of  as  yow  list ; 

But  er  he  come  I  wil  up  first  axyse ;   ofo 
'  And,  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  al  my  tritti 
'  Is  on  yow  two,  and  ye  ben  bothe  wyse, 
So  wircheth  now  in  so  discreet  a  wyse, 
That  I  honour  may  have,  and  he  ples- 

aunce; 
For  I  am  here  al  in  your  govemaunoe.' 

186.  *That  is  wel  seyd,*  quod  he,  *my 
nece  dere,  9*^ 

Ther  good  thrift  on  that  wyse  geotil 

herte! 
Bnt  liggeth  stille,  and  taketh  him  right 

here. 
It  nedeth  not  no  ferther  for  him  sterte ; 
And  ech  of  yow  ese  otheres  sorwes  smeite, 
For  love    of  god ;    and,   Venus,  I  th« 

herie ;  95* 

For  sone  hope  I  we  shulle  ben  alle  merie.' 

187.  This  Troilus  fnl  sone  on  knees  him 
sette 

Ful  sobrely,  right  by  hir  beddes  heed, 
And  in  his  beste  wyse  his  lady  grette;  955 
But  lord,  so  she  wez  sodeynliche  reed ! 
Ne,  though  men  sholden  smyten  of  hir 

heed. 
She  ooude  nought  a  word  a-right  out- 

bringe 
So  sodeynly,  for  his  sodeyn  oominge. 

188.  But  Pandarus,  that  so  wel  ooude  fele 
In  every  thing,  to  pleye  anoon  bigan^  961 
And  seyde,  *  nece,  see  how  this  lord  can 

knele! 
Now,  for  your-  trouthe,  seeth  this  gentH 
man!' 
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And  with  that  word  he  for  a  quisshen 

ran, 
And  i^e,  *  kneleth  now,  whyl  that  yow 

terte,  965 

Tber  god  jonr  hertes  bringe   Bone    at 

re0t«!' 

19d.  Gan  I  not  seyn,  for  she  bad  him  not 

ryse, 
If  sorwe  it  pntte  out  of  hir  remembrannce, 
Or  eUce  if  she  toke  it  in  the  wyse 
Of  dofitee,  as  for  his  observannce  ;        97U 
Bat  wel    finde    I    she    dide    him    this 

pleaaonce, 
llut  she  him  kiste,  al-thoogh  she  sykcd 

•ore; 
Andbadhim  sitte  a-dounwith-onten  more. 

1*0.  Quod  Pandaros,   *  now  wol  ye  wel 

biginne; 
Kow  doth  him  sitte,  godo  nece  dore,     975 
rpon  your  beddes  sydo  al   there  with- 

inne, 
"^t  ech  of  yow  the  bet  may  other  hero.' 
And  with  that  word  lie  drow  him  to  tlie 

fere, 
^<1  took  a  light,  and  fond  his  conten- 

annce 
Aifor  to  loke  np-on  an  old  romaance.  980 

1*1.  Criieyde,  that  was  Troilus  lady  right, 
^l  cl€CT  stood  on  a  ground  of  sikemcsse, 
Al  thoQi^hte  she,  hir  ser\'aant  and   hir 

knight 
^«  iholde  of  right  non  nntronthe  in  hir 

«»,  984 

IK  nathelees,  considered  his  distresse, 
And  that  li>ve  is  in  canse  of  swich  folyc, 
"lU  to  him  spak  she  of  his  jclonsye  : 

1*^  '  Ld,  herte  myn,  as  wolde  the  excel- 
lence 
Of  love,  ajreins  the  which  that  no  man 

Xt  iQgkte  eek  goodly  maken  resistenco  ; 
'^  eek  hyeanse  I  felto  wel  and  say  991 
iwirgretetrouthc,  and  8er\-y8c  everyday ; 
^**  *l»at  your  herte  al  myn  was,  sooth  to 

»»yne, 
drwf  me  for  to  rowe  np-on  your 

PrjTie. 


148.  And  yonr  goodnesso  have  I  fonnde 

alwey  yit,  995 

Of  whiche,  my  dcro  herte  and  al   my 

knight, 
I  thonke  it  yow,  as  fer  as  I  have  wit, 
Al  can  I  nought  as  muche  as  it  were  right ; 
And  I,   emforth   my  conninge  and   my 

might. 
Have  and  ay  shal,  how  sore   that  mo 

smerte,  icoo 

Ben  to  yow  trowe  and  hool,  with  al  myn 

herte  j 

144.  And  dredelees,  that  shal  bo  fonnde 
at  prove. — 

Bat,  herte  myn,  what  al  this  is  to  seyne 
Shal  wel  be  told,  so  that  yo  noght  yow 

greve. 
Though  I  to  yow  right  on  your-self  com- 

pleyne.  1005 

For  ther-with  mene  I  fynally  the  peyne, 
That  halt  your  herte  and  mj-n  in  hovi- 

nesse. 
Fully  to  sleen,  and  every  wrong  redresse. 

145.  My  goode,  myn,  not  I  for-why  no 
how 

That  Jalousyo,  alias !  that  wikkcd  wivere, 
Thus  causelecs  ia  cropen  in-to  yow  ;  ion 
The  harm  of  which  1  wolde  fayn  dcliverc ! 
Alios  !  that  he,  ul  hool,  or  of  him  slivere, 
Shuld  have  his  rcfut  in  so  digno  a  plnce, 
Thor  Jovo  him  sone  out  of  your  liorto 
araco !  1015 

146.  But  O,  thou  Jove,  O  auctor  of  natim*. 
Is  this  an  honour  to  thy  deitee, 

Tliut  folk  uiigiltif  suftren  lioro  injiire, 
And  w)io  that  giltif  is,  al  quit  goth  ho  ? 
O  were  it  leful  for  to  i)leyno  on  thee,  loio 
That  undeserved  snffrest  jalousyc. 
And  that  I  wolde  up-on  thee  pleyne  an<l 
cr>'e ! 

147.  Eok  al  my  wo  is  this,  that  folk  now 
usen 

To   seyn    right    thus,   "ye,  Jiilousye    is 
Love  I  *'  ioi4 

And  wolde  a  busshel  vonim  al  oxcusen. 
For  thnt  o  groyn  of  love  is  on  it  shove  ! 
But  that  wot  heighe  god  that  sit  above, 
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1/  it  be  Ijker  love,  or  hat^t  or  ^rsme  ; 

Anil  after  that,  it  oo^fato  txire  hil 


14*1,  Bux  certeyn  m,  mxa  m^met  jidoios^ 
Is  tfitusabifl  mnro  than  ftoin^  j-wia,     105 1 
As  wLan  cjiuBe  ^  And  si>[u  swicli  jknta^e 
T^lth  piutee  *5  wel  repressed  ia, 
Tlidt  ii  unnethe  dfxiib  or  seyth  amiji. 
Bat  (sjixmUj-  drinkecli  tip  al  hiadistrette; 
Ami  that  excti^o  I^  fdr  the  g^^ntU^afL  (oj6 

1 19.  Aud  ftom  »>  fnl  of  fiuie  ia  and  dovpjt. 
That  it  fiotirtDManti^th  his  ropro^sioiui  ; 
Bat  hertG  layti,  ye  be  not  iu  that  plyt^ 
That  thankfi    I    god,    for  whiohe  jonr 
passiuun  IC40 

r  wqI  not  piLlIf?  it  but  lUofiioutti 
Oi  haboxidaunee  of  love  and  hisy  euro, 
TliHi  drxtth  your  herta  this  disi^Be  endtire, 

150,  Of  which  I  am  light  loryi  bat  tiot 
wTotith  ;  1044 

Bat  I  f'lr  my  devoir  and  joiir  hertea  n^te, 
\VheF-s<>  j'ow  list,  hy  ordal  or  by  ooth, 
By  SitTt,  or  in  what  wj'so  so  yow  le^tei, 
For  love  <jf  g»>il,  hit  prevo  it  for  tiie  bestat 
And  if  that  I  he  i^iltiff  do  mo  doyo,     Kiig 
AUrts  !  what  iui|^]ite  1  nioro  doon  or  seye?' 


].'il.    WItIi  tliur  Ji  iowfi  bright ('  ^-ri^^i  is--wo 


f^  it  thou^hte  him  no  «tmke*^*f«^ 
To  hefr&  or  Aeen  CriAHiyde  his  l»iy  vt^pc : 
Bat  wd.  lie  fblte  about«  his  herte  fjrpt, 
For  oveiy  tee(r  vhtcli   tbftt  CmejF^  >■ 

sterte,  k^ 

The  cnunpo  of  deeth,  to  etr«-yiQ«  hiM  ^ 

tbo  hart«, 

l&l.  Atid  in  kbuuiido  he  gmn  tbcQne 


That  he  tarn  tliet^j  aad  tbat  he  w«biaii{ 
For  now  U  wikke  y-tiutt«d  ui-tQ  wnat, 
And  al  that  hibour  he  bath  dcmti  Wo^ 
He  wende  it  lofft,  ho  thoa^ht«  h4?  nu  bdt 

lorn.  *  1076 

'O  Pkndartta;,*  thonght^  h«,  'pOkf!  iij 

wyle 
Serveth    of  uotiglit,    90    wejhiwX  ^'^ 

why  lei' 

1q6»  And  therwitbal  lie  lum^  a-iluan  ll* 

And  fil  on  knees,  And  fiorttfaUy  L*«iht*J 
Wliat  mights  he  epyn  f  he  felte  ht  a** 

but  deed^  tfl*i 

For  WTooth  was  mho  that  ^httldf;  hit  por^t* 

lighte. 
But  nathelefcs,    whan    that    ho  spekeJ 

mighte^ 
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158.  And  seyde,  *neoei  bat  ye  helpe  us 
now,  1 100 

Allai,  your  owne  Troiliis  is  lorn  !' 
'  T-wiflf  m>  wolde  I,  and  I  wiste  how, 
Fal  f^yn^^  qaod  she ;  *  alias !  that  I  was 

bom." 
'  Te,  nece,  wol  ye  pollen  out  the  thorn 
Thatstiketh  in  his  herte?'  qnod  Pandare; 
'S^  "al  foryeve,"  and  stint  is  al  this 
fare!'  1106 

150.  'Ye,  that  to  me,'  qnod  she,   *fal 

lerer  were 
Than  al  the  good  thesonneabonte  gooth'; 
And  therwith-cJ  she  swoor  him  in  his  ere, 
*Y-wi8,  my  dere    herte,  I   am  nought 

wrooth,  iiio 

Have  here  miy  tronthe  and  many  another 

00th; 
Now  speek  to  me,  for  it  am  I,  Criseyde ! ' 
But  al  for  noo^t ;  yet  mighte  he  not 

a-breyde. 

160.  Therwith  his  pons  and  pawmes  of 
his  hondes 

They  gan  to  frote,  and  wete  his  temples 
tweyne,  1 1 15 

And,  to  deUveren  him  from  bittre  bondes. 

She  ofte  him  kiste ;  and,  shortly  for  to 
seyne, 

Him  to  revoken  she  dide  al  hir  peyne. 

And  at  the  laste,  he  gan  his  breeth  to 
drawe, 

And  of  his  swoogh  sone  after  that  adawe, 

161.  And  gan  bet  minde  and  reson  to  him 
take,  iiai 

Bat  wonder  sore  he  was  abi^yst,  y-wis. 
And  with  a  syk,  whan  he  gan  bet  a-wake. 
He  leyde,  *  O  mercy,  god,  what  thing  is 

this?' 
•  Why  do  ye  with  your-sel  ven  thus  amis  ? ' 
Qood  tho  Criseyde,  ^is  this  a  mannes 

game?  iia6 

What,  TroflnsI    wol    ye    do    thns,    for 

ihame?' 

1^  And  therwith-al  hir  arm  over  him 

she  leyde. 
And  al  foryaf,  and  ofte  tyme  him  keste. 
He  thonked  hir,  and  to  hir  spak,  and 

seydo  1130 


As  fll  to  pnrpos  for  his  herte  reste. 

And  she  to  that  answerde  him  as  hir 

leste ; 
And  with  hir  goodly  wordes  him  disporte 
She  gan,  and  ofte  his  sorwes  to  oomforte. 

168.  Qnod  Pandaros,  *for  onght  I  can 
espyen,  1135 

This  light  nor  I  ne  serven  here  of  nonght ; 

Light  is  not  good  for  syke  folkes  ySn. 

Bnt  for  the  love  of  god,  sin  ye  be  bronght 

In  thns  good  plyt,  la£  now  non  hevy 
thought 

Ben  hanginge  in  the  hertes  of  yow 
tweye:'  1140 

And  bar  the  candel  to  the  ohimeneye. 

164.  Sone  after  this,  thongh  it  no  nede 

were, 
Whan  she  swich  othes  as  hir  list  devyse 
Hadde  of  him  take,  hir  thoughte  tho  no 

fere, 
Ne  cause  eek  non,  to  bidde  him  thennes 

ryse.  1145 

Yet  lesse  thing  than  othes  may  snfifyse 
In  many  a  cas ;  for  every  wight,  I  geese, 
That  loveth  wel  meneth  but  gentilesse. 

166.  Bat  in  effect  she  wolde  wite  anoon 
Of  what  man,  and  eek  where,  and  also 
why  1 150 

He  jeloos  was,  sin  ther  was  cause  noon  ; 
And  eek  the  signe,  that  he  took  it  by. 
She  bad  him  that  to  telle  hir  bisily. 
Or  elles,  certeyn,  she  bar  him  on  honde, 
That  this  was  doon  of  malis,  hir  to  fonde. 

166.  With-outen  more,  shortly  for  to 
seyne,  1156 

He  moste  obeye  un-to  his  lady  heste  ; 
And  for  the  lasse  harm,  he  moste  feyne. 
He  seyde  hir,  whan  she  was  at  swiche 

afeste 
She  mighte  on  him  han  loked  at  the 

lesto ;  1160 

Not  I  not  what,  al  dere  y-nough  a  risshe. 
As  he  that  nedes  moste  a  cause  fisshe. 

167.  And  she  answerde,  'swete,  al  were 

it  BO, 

What  harm  was  that,  sin  I  non  yvel 
mene  ? 
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For,  by  that  god  that  boaghte  xxa  bothe 
two,  1165 

In  alio  thinge  is  myn  entente  clone. 

Swich  ari^amentB  ne  been  not  worth  a 
bene; 

Wol  ye  the  childlBh  jaloos  oontrefete  ? 

Now  were  it  worthy  that  ye  were  y-bete.* 

188.  Tho  Troilns  gan  sorwftxlly  to  syke. 
Lest  she  be  wrooth,  him  thonghte  his 
herte  deyde  ;  11 71 

And  seyde,  *  alias  !  npon  my  sorwes  syke 
Have  mercy,  swete  herte  xnyn^  Criseyde ! 
And  if  that,  in  tho  wordes  that  I  seyde, 
Be  any  wrong,  I  wol  no  more  trespace ; 
Do  what  yow  list,  I  am  al  in  yonr  grace.' 

168.  And  she  answerde,  *  of  gilt  miseri- 

corde ! 
That  is  to  sejrn,  that  I  foryeve  al  this ; 
And  ever-more  on  this  night  yow  recorde, 
And  beth  wel  war  ye  do  no  more  amis.' 1 180 
'  Nay,  dero  herte  m^Ti,'  quod  he,  *  y-wis.* 
'And  now,'  quod  she,   *that  I  have  do 

yow  smerte, 
Foryeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte.* 

170.  This  Troilns,  with  blisse  of  that  snp- 
pryiged,  1184 

Pat  al  in  goddes  bond,  as  he  that  mente 
No-thing  but  wel ;  and,  sodeynly  avysed, 
He  hir  in  armes  faste  to  him  hente. 
And  Pandarus,  with  a  ful  good  entente, 
Leyde  him  to  slope,  and  seyde,  ^  if  ye  ben 

wyse, 
Swowneth  not  now,  lest  more  folk  aryse.' 

171.  What  mighte  or  may  the  sely  larke 
seye,  1191 

Whan  that  the  sparhauk  hath  it  in  his 

foot? 
I  can  no  more,  but  of  thise  ilke  tweye, 
To  whom  this  tale  sucre  be  or  soot, 
Though  that  I  tarie  a  yeer,   som-tyme 

I  moot,  1 1 95 

After  myn  anctor,  tellen  hir  gladnesae. 
As  wel  as  I  have  told  hir  hevinesse. 

172.  Criseyde,  which  that  felte  hir  thus 
y-take, 

As  writen  clerkes  in  hir  bokes  olde, 


'  Right  as  an  aspes  leef  she  gan  to  qaake, 
f  Whan  she  him  felt»  hir  in  his  anne« 
I  folde.  ixH 

I  But  Troilus,  al  hool  of  cares  oolde, 
Gan    thanken    tho    the    blisful   goddei 

sevene ; 
Thus    Bondry    peynes    bringen   folk  to 
hevene. 

178.    This    Troilus    in    armes    gan  hir 

streyne,  1105 

And  seyde,  *  O  swete,  as  ever  mote  I  goon, 

Now  be  ye  caught,  now  is  ther  but  w« 

tweyne ; 
Now  yeldeth  yow,  for  other  boot  is  noon.' 
To  that  Criseyde  answerde  thus  anoon, 
*Ne  hadde  I  er  now,  my  swete  herte 
dere,  1210 

Ben  yolde,  y-wis,  I  were  now  not  here !' 

174.  O  !  sooth  is  seyd,  that  heled  for  to  be 
As  of  a  fevre  or  othere  greet  syknesM, 
Men  moste  drinke,  as  men  may  often  see, 
Ful  bittre  drink ;  and  for  to  ban  j^- 

nesse,  U15 

Men  drinken  often  peyne  and  greet  die* 

tresse; 
I  mene  it  here,  as  for  this  aventure, 
That  thourgh  a  peyne  hath  founden  al 

his  cure. 

175.  And  now  swetnesse    semeth  mon* 
swete. 

That  bittemesse  assayed  was  bifom ;  isx) 
For  out  of  wo  in  blisse  now  they  flete. 
Non  swich  they  felten,  sith  they  were 

bom ; 
Now  is  this  bet,  than  bothe  two  be  lorn ! 
For  love    of  god,   take  every  wornman 

hedo 
To  werken  thus,  if  it  comth  to  the  nede. 

176.  Criseyde,  al  quit  from  every  drede 
and  tone,  »»6 

As  she  that  juste  cause  hadde  him  to  triste, 
Made  him  swich  feste,  it  joye  was  tosene. 
Whan  she  his  trouthe  and  dene  entente 
wiste.  li^ 

And  as  aboute  a  tree,  with  many  a  twiste, 
Bitrent  and  wryth  the  sote  wode-binde, 
Oan  echo  of  hem  in  armes  other  winde. 


KooKin.] 


^YOt(ii0  anb  Crtee^be. 


265 


77.  And  M  the  newe  abajyvhed  nightin- 

n^ 

n»«t  itinteth  fiak  whan  she  biginneth 

linge, 
Wlban  that  the  bereth  any  herdetalOf  1255 
Or  in  the  hegges  any  wight  8t«ringef 
AjK&d  After  nker  dooth  hir  voj^a  oat-ringe ; 
Sifi^t  lo  Criaeyde,  whan  hir  drede  stento, 
Opaedhxr  herte,  and  tolde  him  hir  entente. 

178^  And  right  as  he  that  seeth  his  deeth 

y-chapen,  1240 

And  deye  moot,  in  onght  that  he  may 

And  lodeynly  resooos  doth  him  esoapen, 
^d  from  his  deeth  is  brought  in  siker- 


for  •!  this  world,  in  swich  present  glad- 


1244 


WaiTroilas,  and  hath  his  lady  swete  ; 
^^  vone  hap  god  lat  ns  never  mete  ! 


ilk  Hir  snnes  smale,  hir  streyghte  bak 

•adsolte, 
^  lydes  longe,   fleshly,  smothe,    and 

whyte 
^  Saa  to  stroke,  and  good  thrift  bad  fU 

ofte 
^tnowiflh  throte,  hir  brestes  ronnde  and 

lyte ;  1250 

^Qt  in  this  hevene  he  gan  him  to  delyte, 
^  thex^with-al  a  thousand  tyme  hir 

kifte; 
^^  what  to  done,  for  joye  mmethe  ho 

vitte. 

^  Disn  seyde  he  thus,  *  O,  Love,   O, 

Clhsritee, 
^  aoder  eek,  Citherea  the  swete,     1355 
^^  thy<self  next  heried  be  she, 
'CBm  mene  I,  the  wel-willy  planete  ; 
^  Mxt  that,  Imenfios,  I  thee  grote  ; 


.  to  yow  goddos  holdo 

^  I1  which  ye  han  brought  fro  cares 


WL  Btnigne  Love,   thou  holy  bond  of 

^■<>«>  wol  grace,  and  list  thee  nought 

Wonren, 
*^ ^d«qrr wol  flee  with-onten  winges. 

K 


For,  noldestow  of  bountee  hem  soconron 
That  serven  best  and  most  alwey  labouren, 
Yet  were  al  lost,  that  dar  I  wel  seyn, 
cert«8,  1266 

But-if  thy  grace  passed  our  desertes. 

182.  And  for  thou  me,  that  ooude  leest 
deserve 

Of  hem  that  nombrod  been  un-to  thy 

grace. 
Hast  holpen,  ther  I  lykly  was  to  sterve, 
And  me  bistowed  in  so  heygh  a  place  1271 
That  thilke  boundes  may  no  blisse  pace, 
I  can  no  more,  but  laude  and  reverence 
Be  to  thy  bounte  and  thyn  excellence !  * 

183.  And  therwith^  Criseyde  anoon  ho 
kiste,  1275 

Of  which,  certeyn,  she  felte  no  disese. 
And  thus  s^de  ho,  'now  wolde  god  I 

wiste, 
Myn  herte  swete,  how  I  yow  mighte  plese ! 
What  man,'  quod  he, '  was  ever  thus  at  ese 
As  I,  on  whiche  the  faireste  and  the 

beste  1280 

That  ever  I  say,  deyneth  hir  herte  reste. 

184.  Here   may  men   seen    that  mercy 
passeth  right ; 

The  exx>erience  of  that  is  felt  in  me. 
That  am  unworthy  to  so  swete  a  wight. 
But  herte  mjm,  of  your  benignitee,      1285 
80  thonketh,  though  that  I  unworthy  be, 
Yet  mot  I  nede  amenden  in  som  wyse, 
Bight  thourgh  the  vertu  of  your  heyghc 
iervyse. 

185.  And  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady 
dore, 

Sin  god  hath  wrought  me  for  I  shal  yow 
serve,  1290 

As  thus  I  mene,  that  ye  wol  be  my  stere, 
To  do  me  live,  if  that  yow  liste,  or  sterve, 
So  techoth  me  how  that  I  may  deserve 
Your    thank,   so    that    I,   thnrgh    myn 
ignoraunce,  1294 

Ne  do  no-thing  that  yow  be  displesaunce. 

186.  For  certcs,  frosshe  wommanliche  wyf, 
This  dar  I  scye,  that  troutho  and  dili> 

gcnce, 
That  shal  ye  finden  in  me  al  my  Ijrf, 
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Ke  I  wol  not,  oBrteyn,  bretken  ymu-  d*- 

fence; 
And  if  I  dci,  present  or  in  abften<i«,      f  y» 
For  l^vc  of  1^,  Imt  glea  tno  witki  tite  dedOf 
If  that  It  lyk(!  nn-to  yonF  womiirihftiie/ 

lyT.  '  Y-wifl/  q)xitd  she,  *  myn  owmc  Itertes 

list, 

My  (^oanil  of  ese,  &nd  al  myn  horta  der», 
Oniant   mercy^   far  on    that    Is    il   my 

I)  at  Iflt^  na  faUo  awuy  fri>  thid  rofttero ; 
For  it  flafly'JtQth^  thut  that  »oyd  li  liercu 
Aii^l  tk%  o  word^  with-oTitc?n  repentskiuioe^ 
Wel-cnmo,    my    Icnlglit,    my   t^ecfl,    my 
snfll^tindtj ! ' 

1 S8.  Of  Lir  ilel3*t,  or  joj«s  oon  tbe  lesttt 
Wt-re  iinpMfifiihle  to  ray  wit  U>  Beyo  ;  1311 
Hut  jujDTi^thi  ye  thut  han  lien  at  the  fe6t« 
OrswiL'h  jerlATlnnvsgo,  iftlmt  hem  lisCepleyq ! 
T  can  no  in*  trct^  biit  thoa  thbe  ilkc  tweya 
Thitt  nJi^ht,  bo^twixeu  dnsed  luid  «Uiter- 
nr>s5t.s  IJ15 

P'tJten  in  loro  the  g^ret«  wortlimi^i«0, 

1^.  O  blisAi]  nighty  of   li^m    so  Imnge 

How  blitliQ  tm-to  hem  both«  tw  thou, 

w^ro  ! 
Why  n&  hji4t3d  I  swich  on  with  my  KmlD 

y-}>ought^ 
Ye,  or  tilt  Jei^stc  joyp  that  wr«  there  ?  ij» 


Of  my  Lang^j^i^  ami  that  t  y*iw  I 
Biat  tioiv  t/j  puFjuis  f>f  my  mtber  i 

192.  Tbisi}  iltcG  two,  tlikt  Ixn  la 

So  ItwtJi  to  hem  a^onder  ^ooc  it  1 
TliAt  ecli  frt^m  other  we^ncte  Itven  tiumd, 
Or  elleSj  Idf  thia  w*i»  hir  mnstfl  fen,    f}V 
That  al  thli  thing  hut  nyce  divmrn  rtn'; 
For  which  ful  t>fto  eob  of  hem  Mfdi, '  0  J 

swete, 
Clipije  ioh  yqw  thuMy  or  ellea  I  il  iB*tt?* 

IBS.  And^  lord  !  80  ho  gan  goodly  00. 1 
That  never  )ua  look  ae  Ueyala  ftem  fiB^ J 

flbC«, 

And  ssyde^  '  O  dere  faerto,  m^y  it  be 
That   h  ho  sooth,   that  ye  ben  ia  tbf 

place? 
♦  Ye,  hfirte  myn,  gwi  tlmtak  I  of  hiag 
Qnod  t  lio  Criaeydot  and  th wwitb-*!  hi* 

That  where  hia  spirit  «^u«  fvfj<ty^h*ia^i^^ 

lt*4.  This  Troilti*  fta  flfto  hir  eyeti  tiro 
OAn  for  to  kijido,  and  s^yde,  *CI  L-jreockjr^ 
It  werif  j«  that  wronghtfi  mo  «iri«h  wo, 
Yo  hnmble  nettea  of  n^  lady  ilerol    |J^ 
TUoiigh  tber  be  Toeroy  writea  in  yo^ 

chere, 
God  wot,  the  text  fal  banl  ia,  foolk,  ^ 

All  (It?, 
How(,;otidii  vo  willi-oTit'eTi  liiond  me  hinder 
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1  d?.  Lord !  trowe  ye,  aooyeitoiu,  a  wrecche, 
Tlukt  bUuneth  love  and  holt  of  it  despyt, 
*I*bk«t,  of  tho  pens  that  he  can  mokre  and 
kecche,  1375 

^^•«  ever  yet  y-yeve  him  swich  delyt, 
A«  iiin  love,  in  00  poynt,  in  som  plyt  ? 
^^,  dontelees,  for  also  god  me  save, 
^^  pwfit  joye  may  no  nigard  have  ! 

^^  They  wol  sey  '  yis,'  but  lord !  so 
that  they  lye,  1380 

'^  liiy  wrecches,  ftil  of  wo  and  drede  ! 

^*y  eaUen  love  a  woodnosse  or  folyo, 

Bat  it  shal  falle  hem  as  I  shal  yow  rede  ; 

^^7  ihol  foiigo  the  whyto  and  eke  the 
r«ie, 

Anil  live  in  <^y^  ther  god  yeve  hem  mia- 
channce,  1385 

-W  every  lover  in  his  tronthe  avannce  ! 

'^«  Ai  wolde  god,  tho  wrecches,  that 

dispyse 
^^''vyK  of  love,  hadde  eres  al-so  longe 
•^  ^adde  Myda,  ful  of  coveityse  ; 
^^  ther-to  dronken  hadde  as  hoot  and 
atrongc  1390 

^  CruBos  dide  for  his  aifectis  wronge, 
**  ♦echen  hem  that  they  ben  in  the  vyce, 
^^  loveres  nought,  al-though  they  holdc 
hem  nyce ! 

*^.   Thise  ilke  two,  of  whom  that  I  yow 
"eye,  1394 

'*«i%n  that  hir  hertes  wel  assured  were, 
"»o  gonne  they  to  sjKiken  and  to  pleye, 
^d  eek  reherccn  how,  and  whanne,  and 

where, 
*^ey  knewe  hem  first,  and  every  wo  and 

fere 
"^t  psase<l  was  ;  but  al  swich  hevinesso, 
I  thanke  it  god,  was  toumed  to  gladnesso. 

*1.  And  ever-mo,  whan  that  hem  fel  to 
*peke  1401 

^  »ny  thing  of  swich  a  tyme  agoon, 
With  kiMing  al  that  tale  sholde  breke, 
^**  Wlen  in  a  newo  joye  anoon, 
And  diden  al  hir  might,  sin  they  were 

^  w  recoveren  blisse  and  been  at  ese, 
^'^  pasMd  wo  with  joye  countrepeyse. 


202.  Reson  wil  not  that  I  spcke  of  sleep. 
For  it  accordcth  nought  to  my  matere  ; 
God  woot,  they  toke  of  that  ful  litel  keep. 
But  lest  this  night,  that  was  to  hem  so 

dcre,  14 II 

Ne  sholde  in  ve>ni  escape  in  no  manere, 
It  was  biset  in  joye  and  bisinesse 
Of  al  that  souneth  in-to  gentilnesse.    14 14 

203.  But  whan  the  cok,  comune  astrologer, 
Gan  on  his  brest  to  bctc,  and  after  crowe, 
And  Lucifer,  the  dayes  messager, 

Gan    for  to  rjjrse,   and    out    hir    hemes 

throwe ; 
And  estward  roos,  to  him  that  coude  it 

knowc,  1419 

FortuTM  maior,  fthan  anoon  Criseyde, 
With  herte  sore,  to  Troilus  thus  sej'dc : — 

204.  '  Myn  hertes  lyf,  my  trist  and  ray 
plcsaunce, 

That  I  was  bom,  alias !  what  mo  is  wo. 
That  day  of  us  mot  make  dessevcraunce  ! 
For  tyme  it  is  to  ryse,  and  hennos  go,  1425 
Or  elles  I  am  lost  for  evermo ! 
O  night,  alias  !  why  niltow  over  us  hove, 
As  longo  as  whanne  Almcna  lay  by  Jove? 

205.  O  blako  night,  as  folk  in  bokoH  rede, 
That  8]ia|>cn  art  by  go<l   tliis  world    to 

hyde  1430 

At  oerteyn  tjones  with  thy  dcrko  wcde. 
That  under  that   men  mightc   in   rest(> 

abyde, 
Wel  oughte  bestea  pleyiio,  and  folk  tiiee 

chydc, 
That  there-as  day  with  luboiir  wolde  us 

broste. 
That   tliou  thus  fleest,  and  doynent   us 

nought  reste  !  1435 

206.  Thou   dost,   alios  !    to  shortly  tbyn 
offyce, 

Thou  rakel  night,  ther  g<Kl,  makcro  of 

kinde, 
Thee,  for  tliyn  hast  an<l  thyn  unkindo 

vyce. 
So  foste  ay  to  our  liemi-spcro  binde, 
That  never-more  under  the  ground  thou 

winde !  1440 

For  now,  for  thou  so  hyest  out  of  Troyo, 
Have  I  forgon  thus  hastily  my  joye  ! ' 
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20 T,  Thia  TroiJti*,  that  with  tho  woMes 

A*  Ihooffht^?  Mm  ih<iy  for  |}iitonjB  distreaie^ 
Th(i  hlody  t«:r@9  from  hi*  herto  mottd^  1445 
A^  h&  tUat  iievor  yet  Bwidi  lievitlMM 
Afsny&fl  hndilo,  out  of  «o  ffr««t  glsdiiws&, 
Oftn  ttierwith*al  Crlsoyde  his  Udy  dere 
In  armes  fitroyno^  and  Wiydn  In  thia 
manero  i-^ 

20%.  '  O  cmd  tiny,  iiccnBUur  of  tlia  joye 
TUeit  tii(fbt  ftnrl  lovo  ban  stole  aJid  fast* 

y-wryon*  4451 

A-enrKsd  he  thy  coming  in -to  Troye^ 
For  «voxy  horo  Imth  oon  of  thy  bright  ytti  J 
Envyfma  dny,  vrhiit  list  thoo  si  t<>  spjen  ? 
Wbflt  lioatfiw   lost,    why  s«k<»t«w  thia 

plnce,  14S5 

Th<?r  go<i  thy  Jyght  AO  qtiftiiehui,  for  hi« 

2tt9.  All^  1  what  hftn  thbi?  hitvores  th^ 

Dljpitoiu  day  ?  thyn  ho  the  pjli«  of  htillf) ! 
For  many  a  lowro  luuiow  sbent,   aud 

wilt; 
Thy  ponring  ui  vro!  ni>whoi'  lote  hem 

dw^leti  mm 

WTiat  proferestfjw  thy  light  here  for  to 

stalls  ? 
G«^  sellc)  it  horn  that  fitiiahi  atjl^a  graven, 
Wv  ^ol  thi^o  nougfht,  US  luHitith  no  dety 

Ituven.' 


For  hriw  sholilo  I  wiy  Jyf  An  hunfvt  mn. 
Sin  thAt  with  y^w  b  i^l  th«  Ijt  1  hftwf 

212.  WTmt  Bhal  I  rt^xm,  for  d«rtM,  IM 

Ke  whauner  »11** !  I  •***!  th«  tytw  i«, 
Thflt  in  thi*  plyt  1  nwy  Im  «ft  vilh  pnt: 
And  of  my  ]y%  gini  Wf irti  liow  UiiA  il^ 

he,  U>» 

Siti  that  dodtyr  ri^Ut  tiow  m  bytwtfc  n* 
That  I  ajii  deed  unctotij  bnt  I  rtffoKiffii. 
How  ftliLvLdf)  I   longWf  iiUiu !  fh*  ^  t*^  \ 

jotxruo  ? 


Sia    Bnt    luiilicleM,    ntyji   ovraw  1^1 

hi%ht,  ij** 

Yit  woro  it  bo  tb*t  I  wiste  ootnd^ 
Thikt  1,  your  hukmhls  serraaat  Ukd  I**"'* 

knight, 
Wefo  in  y^mr  borto  set  so  fdna^ly 
Afl  3-^0  hi  myu,  tho  which  tkbijf,  treweJj^' 
Me  le^^r  wijro  tlian  this**  woHdi^  twtyf' 
Yet  Bhold«  X  b«t  endnren  ol  my  p»yBA<  * 

ai4.    To   thftt   CriMyde  miraerde  ng*«» 
anoon^  1^9^ 

And  witk  ft  syk  »he  eoyde,  ^  D  hafte  do**^ 
Tba  game,  y^wb^  ho  ferfprtli  now  iigw*^     | 
That  fi»t  abal  Phet>u^  fallo  ft^  hi*  ipoi^ 
And  tfVOty  ^U^  h«eti  tho  downgsfoi^  u¥' 
And  every  rocho  out  of  his  pUc*  ftertMV 
Kr  Tfv^Ucu  out  of  CriHey^ies  heftv ! 
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w^nda 


Hir 


'*''»nle«  alle,  and  every  contcnatince, 


J***  ftnnely  imprenon  in  his  minde 
**  ^civUpnjmt  that  to  him  was  plosannce ; 


^17.  Beth  slad  fbr-thy,  and  live  in  aiker- 

neflse: 
Thns  seyde  I  never  er  this,  no  shal  to 
mo ;  1514 

And  if  to  jow  it  were  a  gret  ghidnesso 
To  tame  ayein,  soone  after  that  yo  go, 
As  fkyn  wolde  I  as  ye,  it  were  so, 
As  wisly  god  myn  herte  bringe  at  reste !' 
k    And  him  in  armes  took,  and  ofte  keste. 

21*^.  Agayns  his  wil,  sin  it  mot  nedes  be, 
^is    Troilns   np    roos,    and   faste  him 

cledde,  15^1 

•^d  in  his  armes  took  his  lady  free 
An  hundred  tyme,  and  on  his  wey  him 

■pedde. 
And    with    swich  wordes  as    hia  herte 

Uc^de. 
R«  aeydo,  '  farewel,  my  dero  herte  swete, 
Ther  gud  ns  grannte  sonndo  and  sone  to 

mete  !*  1526 

5^19.  To  which   no  word  for  sorwo  she 

answenle, 
^"»  %i»rt  gan  his  parting  hir  dostre>nio ; 
An«l  Tn>ilus  nn-to  his  x>ahiys  fcnle, 
Aa  woii  bigon  as  she  was,  sooth  to  seyno  ; 
^>  liard  him  wrung  of  sharp  dosyr  the 

peyne  1531 

P**r  l*»  ben  eft  there  he  was  in  plesannce. 
Tbnt  it  may  nc\-er  out  of  his  remem- 

braance. 

*^-  R^tomed  to  his  rCal  pahus,  sone  1534 
JJ*  *^fie  in-to  his  bed  gan  lor  to  slinkc, 
*^**  slepe  longe,  as  he  was  wont  to  <l<mo, 
**ut  al  f(f»r  nonght ;  he  may  wel  ligge  and 
*inke, 

***   sleep  ne   may   ther  in    his   herte 
X^"^ke; 

''•ftkinge  how  she,  for  whom  desjTr  him 

A  .K^'*"^®' 
^li«nuand*f(»ld  was  worth  more  than  he 


T 


1540 


^*  And  in  his  thonght  gan  np  and  donn 
to  winde 


A&d 


^«rniyliche,  of  thilke  remombraance, 


Desyr  al  newe  him  brende,  and  lost  t<» 
brede  1546 

Oan  more  than  erst,  and  yet  took  he  non 
hede. 

222.  Criseyde  also,  right  in  the  same  wysc. 
Of  Tn)ilu8  gan  in  liir  horto  shette  i54«> 
His  worthinesso,  his  Inst,  his  dedes  wysc. 
His  gentilcsse,  and  how  she  with  him 

mette, 
Thonkingo  love  ho  so  wel  hir  bisette ; 
Desj'ring  elt  to  liavo  hir  herto  <lorc 
In  swich  a  plyt,  she  dorsto  make  him 

chore. 

223.  Pandaro,  a-morwe  which  that  comen 
i          was  1555 

Un-to  his  nece,  and  gan  hir  fajrre  grete, 
Seyde,  *  al  this  night  so  reyned  it,  alias  ! 
That  al  my  dredo  is  that  ye,  nece  swete, 
Han  liti'l  layser  had  to  slope  and  mete  ; 
Al  night,'  quod  he,  *  hath  re3^  so  do  mo 
wako,  156*1 

That  som  of  ns,  I  trowe,  hir  hedes  ako.' 

224.  And  nor  ho  com,  and  seyde,  '  how 
stent  it  now 

This  mer>'  morwe,  nece,  how  can  ye  faro  ? ' 
Criseyde  nnswordo,  '  never tho  bet  for  yow. 
Fox  that  ye  been,  god  yevo  >*onr  herte 

care !  1565 

God  helpo  me  so,  yo  caused  al  this  fare. 
Trow  I,'  (]no<l  she,  '  for  alio  your  wordes 

whyto ; 
O !  who-so  sooth  yow  knowotli  yow  ful 

lyto." 

225.  With  that  she  gan  hir  face  for  to 
wrj'o 

With  tho  shoto,  and  wex  for  shame  a  I 
reed ;  15711 

And  Pandams  gan  under  for  to  pr>'o, 
And  soyde, '  nece,  if  tliat  I  shal  Iwu  deed. 
Have  hero  a  sword,  and  smytcth  of  m>Ti 

hoed.' 

With  that  his  arm  al  sodoj-nly  he  thristc 

Under  hir  nokko,  and  at  tho  lasto  liir 

kisto,  1575 

226.  I  passe  al  that  which  chargeth 
nought  to  seyo, 

What !  God  for>'af  his  deeth,  and  sho 
al-so 
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Forjaf,  iiinl  with  liir  nnolfl  gan  to  pleje, 
For  othiir  vnusm  was  thor  Ticion  tlian  so. 
But  of  thia  thmff  right  t-a  the  effeat  to  g^j 
Wlmn  tyms  waa^  liom  til  hir  hons  she 
wont*?,  i^Si 

And  rikiiilAnis  liath  folly  hij  entatite. 

5237.  Now  tf>ni0  wo  ftyoin  to  Troiltifl, 
Tlmt  rni>3tot&i'.?  fTi\  lonpo  ft-^bodiie  lay, 
Ami  ijfovoly  ftfjnto  atVr  Pamlftmi,       1585 
Tu  hi  III  t^j  pomp  in  til  the  hnjito  he  mHy. 
Ho   ctim  autKJtt,   nought   ones  aeydo  he 

*  nay,* 
And  TroJJus  fal  sohrely  he  grette, 
And  doiiii   n{K>n   h\s   beddeei    nyda   him 

aettc,  1589 

aas,  Thia  Trollns,  ^^Ith  iil  tho  ji-ffeacioan 
Offrendtia  lava  tlmt  liprto  may  dqvyse, 
To^Paiidiini9  rm  kne^a  fil  adonn, 
And  er  thiit  hij  w(dile  of  th&  place  &ry9^^ 
Me  ffftn  hiTTi  thonken  in  liis  T>c»ate  wyse  ; 
A  hondrod  oytht'  he  gam  the  tyme  blc««ct^ 
Thftt  bo  wft3  born   to  brings    him    fro 
distr^Bflse.  1596 

22ft.  He  PGjdE?,  *  0  frend,  of  teendea  tli* 

nblerbo-ste 
TiiiU  t^vur  Wild,  theantho  for  t<t  telle, 


AEtd  with  that  word  doun  in  hit  bfd  U 
l»yt  1&L5 

And  Pan  da  ma  fnl  sobrely  him  hed* 
Til  al  wna  sayd,  <Mid  thanni^   ba  Ima 
answfirdo : 

282.  '  My  dsra  &«nd,  if  I  hare  dooni^ 

thw} 
In  an^y  ca»,  god  w»t»  it  ia  me  leef ; 
Atid  (un  11.9  gbul  as  man  niay  vf  it  b#^  1^ 
God  help  mo  ao ;  but  t^ik  now  not  n^gr^ 
That  I  fthal  i^yn,  be  war  of  thij  tnyicbe^ft 
That,  there-US thoti now hrpnghlvtiQ'^ 

bliilSiL\, 

Tha.t  thon  thy-oelf  ne  chiiim  it  uanf  ht  ^ 


233.  For  of  forinnoH  aharp  adv«tsit«e  iM5 
Tho  wofst  kinde  of  infortiine  ia  tbb, 
A  man  to  havo  ben  in  pirti^Hirtt«ii^ 
And  it  remembr^n,  whan  it  pMMd  Im. 
Thou  art  wyi  y-notaghT  for-thj  do  nongl** 


Bo    not    to    rakol^    though    thoo 

%vaniie,  i$3i^ 

For  if  thou    W,   (MSiteyn,    it    w^l    tb^^ 
harme. 


334.  Tlion  art  at  e^e,  and  hold  thee  ^^'^^ 


f 
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And  wyde,  'fireend,  as  I  am  trewe  knight, 
And  by  that  teyih  I  shal  to  god  and  yow, 
I  hadde  it  never  half  so  bote  aa  now ;  1650 
And  ay  the  more  that  desyr  me  byteth 
To  lore  hir  best,  the  more  it  me  delyteth. 

M.  I  Boot  my<aelf  not  wisly  what  it  is  ; 

But  now  I  fele  a  newe  qnalitee, 

Vtt,  al  another  than  I  dide  er  this.'     1655 

I^adare  answerde,  and  sejde  thus,  that  he 

That  ones  may  in  hevene  blisse  be, 

He  ftleth  other  weyes,  dar  I  leye, 

Than  thilke  tyme  be  first  berde  of  it  seye. 

^^a  This  is  o  word  for  al ;  this  Troilus 
^M  never  fnl,  to  speke  of  this  matere, 
And  lor  to  preysen  nn-to  Pandams     1663 
Tb«  bonntee  of  bis  rigbte  lady  dere, 
Am  Pandams  to  tbanke  and   maken 

ehere. 
^^  tale  ay  was  span>newe  to  biginne  1665 
^  that  the  night  departed  hem  a-twinne. 


^o  Sone  after  tbis,  for  that  fortune  it 

^olde, 
'"CoiAen  was  the  blisfnl  tyme  swete, 
''^t  Troilus  was  warned  that  he  sbolde, 
'*^r  he  was    erst,    Criseyde    bis   lady 
mete;  1670 

'^^   which   be    felte   bis  berte  in  joye 

fiete; 
Azi<i  feythiully  gan  alle  the  goddes  berie ; 
A<^<1.  lat  see  now  if  that  be  can  be  merie. 

**^-  And  bolden  was  the  forme  and  al 

thewyse, 
^^*  oir  oominge,  and  eek  of  bis  also,     1675 
^^     it  was  erst,   which  nedeth  nought 

deryse. 
s^«  playnly  to  the  effect  right  for  to  go, 
^^^  joye  and  seorte  Pandarus  hem  two 
^"^^^•dde  bnmgbte,  whan  hem  botho  leste, 
^'^  thus  tbey  ben   in   quiete  and  in 

iwte.  1680 

^^  Kou^t  nedeth  it  to  yow,  sin  tbey 

beu  met^ 
To  atke  at  me  if  that  tbey  blytbe  were  ; 
^<*if  it  erst  was  wol,  tho  was  it  bet 
A  ^Jioosand-fold,  this  nedeth  notenquere. 
'^^^'^  *!•  ennry  sorwe  and  every  fere  ; 


And  botbe,  y-wis,   thoy  bodde,    and   so 
tbey  wondo,  1686 

As  muche  joye  as  berte  may  comprende. 

242.  This  is  no  litel  tbing  of  for  to  seyc. 
This  passetb  every  wit  for  to  devyse  ;  1689 
For  ecbe  of  hem  gan  otheres  lust  obeye  ; 
Felicitee,  which  that  tbise  clerkes  wyso 
Commenden  so,  ne  may  not  hero  snffyse. 
This  joye  may  not  writen  been  with  inke, 
This  passetb  al  that  berte  may  bitbinke. 

243.  But    cruel    day,    so  wel-awey    the 
stounde !  1695 

Gan  for  to  aprodio,  as  tbey  by  signes 

knewe. 
For  whiche  bom  thougbte  felon  detbes 

wounde ; 
So  wo  was  hem,  that  changen  gan  hir 

bewe,  1698 

And  day  tbey  gonnen  to  dispyse  al  newe. 
Calling  it  traytonr,  envyons,  and  worse. 
And  bitterly  the  dayes  light  tbey  curse. 

244.  Quod  Troilus,  '  alias  !  now  am  I  war 
That  Pirous  and  tho  swifto  stedes  three, 
Whiche  that  drawen   forth  the  sonnes 

char, 
Han  goon  som  by-patb  in  despyt  of  me  ; 
That  maketh  it  so  sono  day  to  be  ;       1706 
And,  for  tho  sonne  him  hastetb  thus  to 

rjTse, 
Ne  sbal  I  never  doon  him  sacrifyse  ! ' 

245.  But  nedcs  day  departo  moste  hem 
sone, 

And  whanno  hir  spccbe  doon  was  and  hir 

chore,  1710 

Tbey  twinno  anoon  as  they  were  wont  to 

done, 
And  sotten  tymo  of  meting  oft  y-fere  ; 
And  many  a  night  they  wroughte  in  this 

manere. 
And  thus  Fortune  a  tyme  ladde  in  joye 
Criseyde,  and  eek  this   kinges  sono    of 

Troye.  1715 

246.  In  sufRsaunce,  in  blisse,  and  in  sing- 
inges, 

This  Troilus  gan  al  his  lyf  to  lede  ; 
He  spendeth,  justetb,   maketh  ffcstey- 
inges; 
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He  yowth    iV.ly    otti\    ami    rlianngeth 
w-lo,  1 719 

Ami  hell  (ibcmtcj  him  nlweyt  oat  of  drcdo^ 
A  wtfrld  of  folk,  na  f^am  liim  wgI  of  kinder 
Tli«  fressbtfkst*  an4  the  beatc  ho  cotide 

^7,  Thut  rwidi  a  voys  w&a  of  hku  aad 

ft  St  (JVC  no 
Thorugb-out  tbtj  -world,  of  hoinoar  and 

lAi^?s^,  173+ 

Th4Lt  it  up  tniifr  nti-io  the  yi^ta  of  heTeiir& 
AntI,  n«  in  lovr^  hr>  wn^  in  swich  ^JbdzhMvai 
That  LQ  bifl  Iicrte  bp  dem&lo^  ii»  I  g«MO, 
Tlmt  there  nis  Ioyctp  in  this  world  at  es& 
So  wol  na  he,  and  thus  giui   love   him 

SM81  The  i^tMUihfidLi  or  bean  tea  which  that 
klndo  17JU 

in  any  rrther  Iftily  libido  y^«et 
Ciui  not  tbij  maaiitaanoa  of  ft  knot  un- 
bind e, 
A^houte  Ilia  licrt*?,  of  al  Criseycles  tlet. 
He  wiLfl  so  narwfl  y-mAiikod  and  y-knet^ 
That  il  un^loon  on  uiiy  lUAnera  nyde,  i7j(5 
TbjLl  ntl  not  boen^  for  ought  that  may 
hetydf\ 

il,<.  An' I  liy  ihe  hond  ful  ofte  bo  wtnldo 


That  elomontfl  that  been  so  discordahl« 
Holdcn  a  Umd  porpetuely  dnrinj^, 

bringt^,  1*35 

And  that  the  mojie  hath  lor^lsbl^  (Fnr 

the  night««, 
Al    this  doth    Lo^o ;    ny  heHod  fei  &■ 

mi^ht«a  * 

2^2,  That  that  the*  n^^,  t\mX  1^7  n  u 

flowon, 
Con5tJ^yn<<th  to  a  certfiyn  <mde  v>  1^ 
Hia  iicNiei,  that  so  fer^tj  thoy  ne  po^m 
To  dre:nehf;n  ertho  and  at  for  o¥er-B»i 
And  if  that  D>yo  ongtit  \ete  hi^  hffA?\  ^ 
Al  that  now  lovetb  a^-^ondeur  sholilflf^ 
And  lost  w€ir«  al,  that  Lov«  halt  bov  ^ 

hope. 

£53.  So  wolde  god,  th^t  iiii(<toT  d  of 
kinde,  1^ 

Thai,  with  hin  bcmd^  Love  of  hiA  vaf^ 
listo 

Tc^  cerelen  hertea  tiHe^  nnl  fofl^  bmde. 

That  from  hij  bontl  no  wight  Umj  w»yi*'* 


And  hertofl  ^de,  hom  wotda  1  Utit  t^ 

twisto 
To  make  hem  lovo.  and  tJmt  brm  Itftg^  *-^ 
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256.  And  most  of  loye  and  vertn  was  his 
speche. 

And  in  d«n[)yt  hadde  alio  inrreochednesse ; 
And  doatelees,  no  nede  was  him  biseohe 
To  honooren   hem  that  hadde  worthi- 
nesses 1789 
And  esen  hem  that  weren  in  distresse. 
And  glad  was  ho  if  any  wight  wel  ferde, 
Tliat  lover  was,  whan  he  it  ¥riste  or  herde. 

257.  For  sooth  to  seyn,  he  lost  held  every 
wight 

But-if  he  were  in  loves  heigh  servyse, 
I  mene  folk  that  onghte  it  been  of  right. 
And  over  al  this,  so  wel  conde  he  de- 

vyse  1796 

Of  sentement,  and  in  so  nnkonth  wyse 
Al  big  array,  that  every  lover  thoughte, 
That  al  was  wel,  what-so  he  seyde  or 

wronghte. 

25a.  And  thongh  that  he  be  come  of 
blood  royal,  1800 

Him  liste  of  pryde  at  no  wight  for  to 
chase ; 

Benigne  he  was  to  ech  m  general, 


For  which  he  gat  him  thank  in  every 

place. 
Thus  wolde  Love,  y-heried  be  his  grace, 
That  Piyde,  Envye,  Ire,  and  Avaryce  1805 
He  gan  to  flee,  and  every  other  vyce. 

259.  Thou  lady  bright,  the  doughter  to 
Dione, 

Thy  blinde  and  winged  sone  eek,  daun 

Capyde ; 
Te  sostren  nyne  eek,  that  by  Elicone 
In  hil  Pamaso  listen  for  to  abyde,       1810 
That  ye  thus  fer  ban  dejrned  me  to  gydo, 
I  can  no  more,  but  sin  that  ye  wol  wende, 
Ye  heried  been  for  ay,  with-outen  endo ! 

260.  Thourgh  yow  have  I  seyd  fully  in 
my  song 

Th'effect  and  joye  of  Troilus  servyse,  1 8 1 5 
Al  be  that  ther  was  som  disese  among. 
As  to  myn  auctor  listeth  to  devyse. 
My  thridde  book  now  ende  ioh  in  this 

wyse; 
And  Troilus  in  luste  and  in  quiete      1819 
Is  with  Criseyde,  his  owne  herte  swote. 
Explicit  Liber  Tercius. 
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1.  But  al  to  litel,  weylawey  the  whyle, 

Lwteth  swich  joye,  y-thonked  be  For- 
tune! 

Thtt  semeth  trewest,  whan  she  wol 
bygyle, 

And  can  to  foles  so  hir  song  entune, 

That  she  hem  bent  and  blent,  traytour 
comune ;  5 

And  whan  a  wight  is  firom  hir  wheel 
y-throwe, 

Thui  laugbeth  she,  and  maketh  him  the 
mowe. 

^  From  Troilus  she  gan  hir  brighte  face 
Awey  to  wrjrthe,  and  took  of  him  non 
hede, 


But  caste  him  clene  oute  of  his  lady 
grace,  10 

And  on  hir  wheel  she  sette  up  Diomede ; 

For  which  right  now  myn  herte  ginneth 
blede, 

And  now  my  penne,  alias!  with  which 
I  wryte, 

Quaketh  for  drede  of  that  I  moot  endyte. 

8.  For  how  Criseyde  Troilus  forsook,      15 
Or  at  the  leste,  how  that  she  was  un- 

kinde, 
Mot    hennes-forth    ben    matere    of  my 

book, 
As  wryten  folk  thorugh  which  it  is  in 

minde. 
AUas !    that    they    sliiUde    ever    cause 

finde 
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To  spoke  hir  Imnii :  an«l  it  thi\v  on  hir 
lyi',  21 1 

Y-wis,  lieni-si-lf  slii'lilo  han  tlie  vilanyo. 

4.  O  .vi.'  Iforinf'^.  NijTlitos  'bniRlitren  three, 
That  I'lidi'lfi'-i  <-'iii]>li  yijoii  ovor  in  pync, 
Mf.'jjora,  Ali'tt',  anil  i-i.-k  Tlicsiphone  ; 
Th«.»u  cruil  Mars  cik.  iiulor  toQnir>'no,  ^5 
This  like  fort  he  hoi.k  mo  holpcth  fyno, 
S.»  tliat  th."  l«.s  «»t'lyran.i  h>vo  y-fcre 
Ol'Troihis  Inr  lully  slii-wod  here. 

Explicit  ^  prohemiuin.    Incipit  Quartus    ; 
Liber. 

■").   Lii'.c,  1x1:1:  in  osr.  n.->  T  havo  seyd  er  this, 
TlwWJrikj-i  •itr««niri'.alH»ute  Tn»ye  tonn,  30  I 
Bit'cl  that,  whan  that  IMiohus  iihyning  is    I 
rp-«»n  iho  hnst  «»t'  Hi  rr'nk-.-s  Lyonn, 
That  Eit«»r,  with  ful  many  ft  iKiUlKiroiin, 
Casti>  on  a  day  witli  (Jrokoft  tor  to  fiffht^?. 
As  ho  wa-^  wiiiu  li.»  irn'vo  hem  what  ho  I 
inipht".  35  I 

().  Not    1    lii»w  louiii'  or  .short  it  was  hi- 
t\vi.-ni'  j 

This   purjMK    and    that    day    ihoy  fij^hto  I 
lUi'lifr  ; 

Tinr    (111     :t     il:iv    wi'l     Mrini>il.     liricrht    Jind 


Po1,ii-tc,  or  eek  tlie  Tmjan  dann  Biphen, 
Ami  othore  Iasht;  folk,  as  Phebnjen. 
So  that,  for  harm,  that  day  the  f<:<lk  of 
Troyc  55 

Drcdden  to  lese  a  greet  part  of  hir  joje. 

0.  Of  Pryamns  was  yevo,  at  Grwk  »■ 

quest  e, 
A  tyme  of  trewe,  and  tlio  they  gi>nnen 

trete, 
Hir  pi  isonercs  to  ohaan^en,  moste  tnd 

lesto,  55 

And  for  the  snrphis  yeven  soimnesgwti. 
This  thing  auoou   was  couth  in  ereiy 

streto, 
Bothe  in  th'assego,  iu  tonne,  and  erei;* 

whuro. 
And  with  the  firste  it  cam  to  Calkum. 

10.  Whan  Culkas  know  this  tretis  ahol^ 

hohlo. 
In  consist* irie,  amonpr  the  Grekes,  WM* 
Ho  gnn  in  thringc  forth,  with  lorrleatflik. 
And  settc  him  thero-as  he  was  wii4il  to 

done ; 
And  with  a  chaunged  face  hem  Ud  » 

lw)ne, 
Ft»r  lovo  of  gtxl,  X*i  don  that  reTorenw, 
Tt?  Htinte  noyag.  and  yevc  htm  aadieflB*^ 
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Ul  Hftvinge  un-to  my  tresoiir  ne  my 
rente  85 

Bi^t  no  resport,  to  respect  of  your  ese. 

Thu  a1  my  good  I  loete  and  to  yow 
wente, 

▼cninf  in  this  yon,  lordes,  for  to  plese. 

Bot  il  tlutt  los  ne  doth  me  no  disese. 

iTOQche-eaaf,  as  wisly  have  I  joye,       90 

Foryoa  to  leas  al  that  I  have  in  Troye, 

U  SsTe  of  a  dooghter,  that  I  lafto,  alias ! 
Sqaage  at  hoom,  whanne  out  of  Troyo 

Iiterte. 
Oiterae,  O  cruel  fader  that  I  was  ! 
Hwr  mighto  I  have  in  that  so  hard  an 

kerte?  95 

AHo !  I  ne  haddo  y-brought  hir  in  hir 

iherte! 
'«  Mnre  of  which  I  wol  not   live  to 


^'Wf  j\e  lordes  rewe  up-on  my  sorwe. 
W.  For,  by  that  cause  I  say  no  tyme  or 

lUlW 

w  to  deliverer  I  holdcn  have  my  pecs  : 
Jfet  now  or  never,  if  that  it  lyke  yow,  loi 

*  njiy  hir  have  right  sonc,  dout«loes. 

"  Wp  and  grace  !  amonges  al  this  proos, 
"8^  on  this  olde  caitif  in  dcstresse, 
^  I  through  yow  have  al  this  hevinesse ! 

*^  Te  have  now  caught  and  fetered  in 
Prisoon  io6 

""^jtts  y-nowe ;  and  if  your  willes  Ikj, 
''yehilU  with  oon  may  have  rodempcioun. 
**•  for  the  love  of  god  and  of  bountec,      1 
^of  so  ffle,  alias  !  so  ycvo  him  me.  iii> 
*^  nede  wero  it  this  preyero  for  to 

*enie,  | 

^  ye  shal  botho  han  folk  and  toun  as 
jwne? 

*  •■  On  peril  of  my  lyf,  I  shal  not  lye, 
^PP»»Uo  hath  mo  V»ld  it  feithfully  : 

^^  etk  fuundo  it  by  astronomye,     1 15 
'Tiftn.  and  by  angnrio  eek  trewoly, 
J««i  «Ur  wel  soyo,  the  tyme  is  fnsto  by. 
"^  fyr  and  flaumbe  on  al  the  toun  slial 

■Prwle; 
^  thus  shal  Troye  tumo  in   asishon 

dede. 


18.  For  certeyn,  Phobus  and  Noptunns 
botho,  ijo 

That  makedon  the  walles  of  the  toun, 
Ben  with  the  folk   of   Troye  alwey  so 

wrothe, 
That  thci  wol  bringo  it  to  confusioun, 
Right  in  despjrt  of  king  Lameadoun.    124 
By-cause  he  nolde  payen  hem  hir  byre, 
The  toun  of  Troye  shal  ben  set  on-fyro.' 

19.  Telling  his  tale  alwoy,  this  olde  greye, 
Humble  in  spechc,  and  in  his  lokingo  eke, 
The  sake  tores  from  his  eyi»n  tweye      129 

I  Ful  faste  ronnen  doun  by  eyther  cheke. 
I  So  longo  he  gan  of  socour  hem  by^soko 
I  Tliat,  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwcs  sore, 
I  They  yave  him  Antenor,  with-outo  more. 

'  20.  But  who  was  glad  y-nough  but  Calkas 

I  tho? 

I  And   of  this  thing  ful  sone  his  nodes 

i        leydo  135 

I  On  hem  that  sholden  for  the  tretis  go, 
.  And  hem  for  Antonor  ful  ofte  preyde 

To  bringen  boom  king  Toas  and  Crisoyde ; 
'  And  whan  Prj-am  his  save-gardo  sonto, 

Th'embassadours  to  Troye  streyght  they 
wente.  140 

21.  Tho  causo  y-told  of  hir  cominge,  the 
oldo 

Pryam  the  king  ful  son©  in  gonoral 
Let  horo-upon  bis  imrlcment  to  holdc, 
Of  which  tho  oflri»ct  rehorsen  yow  I  shal. 
Th*omba88a<lours  ben  answered  for  fynal, 
Th'esehiiunge  of  prisoners   and  al    this 
netlo  146 

Hom  lykoth  wol,  and  forth  in  thoy  pro- 

COilo. 

22.  This  Troilus  was  present  in  the  placo, 
Whan  axod  was  for  Antonor  Crifwydo, 
For  whirh  fnl  sono  t^haungen  gan  his  face, 
As  ho  that  with  tho  wordos  wol  neigh 

doydo.  151 

But  natholoos,  lio  no  wonl  to  it  s<»ydo, 
I^st  men  sholdo  his  affoccioun  csi)ye  ; 
With  mannos   horto  ho  gan  liis  sorwes 

dryo. 

23.  And    ful   of  anguish    and   of   grisly 
drodo  iq^ 

Abood  what  lordes  wohlo  un-to  it  seye  ; 
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Ami  iJ'  Tln.-y  wnMc  crrauiito,  as  Rod  tor-  For  infortuno  it  wolde,  f<ir  the  uonos,  i^5 

1k'«1<«.  They  shoMeu  hir  ronfusionn  il«m. 

Th'rsiluiunp.'  oi"  hir,  than  thunghte  he  '  Ector,' qn«Hl  they,  '  what  gnost  iiuijyw 

tliin!:^*--?  twi-ye.  ,           onspyro, 

First,  how  to  miw  hir  honour,  nnd  whnt  Tliis  woinmnn  thuii  to  shildc  anil  iltvjL m 

wi'vo  lose 

Hi' niiirht."  U\sr  ih'i'S.lmnnge  of  hir  with-  Daun   Antenor? — a  wn>:ig  woy  now  ye 

st<"n«li.'  ;                                                     ifm  i            chose — 

Ful    lasto   hi!   vl\<t(^   h'>w  al   this  mighto 

gl,„i,l,»  2S.  ThatiB80'w•ys,nnd^vk8olll>^ll>a^lCil, 

And  wo  lian  nedo  of  folk,  us  mon  maj 

21.  Li»vo  him  mad"  al  prost  to  di>«>n  hir  boo  ;                                                       if»» 

hyh'.  He  is  eek  ooxi,  tho  grottt^t  of  this  tuim: 

And  rathi.r  dye  tlian  she  sholdo  go;  |  O  Ector,  lat  tho  fantaayi'S  Ix; ! 

Hnt  rosoun  s«>ydf  liini,  'in  that  other  syde,  O  king  Pryam,'  quixl  they,  'thiw  «??« 

'  \Vith-<:iuti'  assfnt  of  ]iir  ur  do  not  so,  165  we,                                                        lo* 

\a at  for  thy  work  sho  wol  'e  l>e  thy  fo.  That  al  onr  voyg  is  to  for-g«>n  Criwytlf:' 

And  s.yn,  that  thnrugli  thy  mcdling  is  And  to  dolivoren  Antenor  they  lt^e}^le. 

v-hlowo 

Yon'r  hother  lovo.  thoro  it  was  orst  nn-  '•^.  ^  Juvenal,  h.rd  !    trowe  ii  thy  len- 

know....'  tonce, 

I  That  lit«l  witen  folk  what  is  to  yeraf 

'S).  For  which  lio  ^n  ihdibonni.  for  tho  That  they  no  finde  in  hir  de^yr  offmc*; 

h'sto,  For  cloud  of  orrour  lat  horn  not  do*rtnie 

That  tli«:»iis^h  tho  lordcs  woldo  that  she  '.   What  lx»st  is;  and  lo,  hero  onsamrlp*' 

wont*"-,                                                  170  yomo.                                               ** 

H«  woMo  lato  horn  ^raunto  what  honi  This  folk  dosircn  now  doliveraunce 

li'Sto,  Of  Antenr>r,  that  bronghte  hem  to  mi*' 

And   it*]\*«  liis  huly  lii-at   what   th:U  tht>>-  rltmrnrri » 
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8SL  Deputed  <mt  of  parlement  echone, 
lliiiTMlas,  with-oate  wordes  mo, 
ti^to  bis  dubombre  ipeddo  him    fasto 
allone,  220 

Bst4f  it  were  a  man  of  his  or  two, 
Hie  whiche  he  bad  out  faste  for  to  ^, 
i^<<aiise  he  wolde  alepen,  as  be  seyde, 
Afid  hastely  np-on  his  bed  him  leyde. 

83.  And  as  in  winter  leves  been  biraft,  22$ 
Eche  after  other,  til  the  tree  be  bare, 
Sothatther  nia  but  bark  and  braunche 

y-Uft, 
Ijth  Troilna,  biraffc  of  ech  wel-fare, 
T-boonden  in  the  blake  bark  of  care, 
Diipoced  wood  ont  of  hia  wit  to  breyde, 
80  lore  him  aat  the  chaangi,nge  of  Cri- 

•eyde.  23 1 

8i  He  rist  him  up,  and  evor>'  dore  ho 

ihette 
And  vindowo  ook,  and  tho  this  sorwefnl 

man 
tp«ii  bis  beddes  syde  a-doun  him  sotte, 
^  lyk  a  deed  image  pale  and  wan ;     235 
Aad  m  his  brest  the  hoped  wo  bigan 
^-breste,  and  ho  to  werkon   in    this 

•yse 
b  bii  woodnesse,  as  I  shal  yow  dovyse. 

^  Right  as  the  wilde   UjIo  biginneth 

ipringe 
^'w  here,  now  there,  y-darted  to  the 

herte,  240 

Ajidof  his  deeth  roreth  in  compleyninge, 
^^\  so  gan  he  aboute  the  chanmbre 

rterte, 
^Tting  his   brest   ay   with    his  festes 

nnerte; 
^»  heed  to  tho  wal,   his   Nxiy  to  tho 

l^onde 
'^  ofte  he  swapto,  him-s«lven  to  coii- 

finmde.  245 

^  His  eyen  two,  for  pitce  of  his  herte, 
^^-  itremedon  as  swifte  welles  twcye  ; 
^  heighe  sr>bbc8  of  his  sorwos  smerte 
^  speche  him  rafte,  nnnethos  mighto 
heseje,  249 

O  deeth,  alias !  why  niltow  do  me  deyo? 
^^"^ttiied  bo  the  day  which  that  nature 
****>P  me  to  ben  a  Ijrves  creature  !' 


87.  But  after,  whan  tho  fhrie  and  tho 

rage 
Which  that  his  herte  twiste  and  faste 

threste,  254 

By  Icngthe  of  tyme  somwhat  gan  asswage, 
Up-on  his  bed  ho  loydo  him  doun  to  reste ; 
But  tho  bigonne  his  teres  more  out-brestc, 
That  wonder  is,  tho  body  may  sufiyso 
To  half  this  wo,  which  that  I  yow  devyso. 

38.  Than  soyde  ho  thus,  '  Fortune  !  alias 
the  wliylo  !  260 

What  havo  I  doon,  what  have  I  thus 
a-gilt  ? 

How  mightestow  for  routlio  me  bigylo  ? 

Is  ther  no  grace,  and  shal  I  thus  ho  spilt  ? 

Shal  thus  Criseydo  awey,  for  that  thou 
wilt  ?  264 

Alias  !  how  maystow  in  thyn  hcrto  finde 

To  been  to  me  thus  cruel  and  unkinde? 

89.  Havo  I  theo  nought  honoured  al  my 

ly>'e. 
As  thou  wel  wost,  above  tho  goddcs  alio  ? 
Why  wiltow  mo  fro  joyo  thus  depryA'o  ? 
O  Troilus,  what  may  men  now  thee  calk* 
But  wrecche  of  wrecches,  out  of  honour 

falle  271 

In-to  miserie,  in  which  I  wol  biwayle 
Criseyde,  alias !   til  that  the  breeth  me 

faylo  ? 

40.  Alias,  Fortxine  !  if  that  my  lyf  in  joyo 
Displesed  ha<lde  un-to  thy  ioulo  onxyo. 
Why  no  hoddestow  my  fader,   king  of 

Troye,  276 

By-raft  tho  lyf,  or  doon  my  brethcren  dye. 
Or  slayn  my-solf,  that  thus  comployne 

and  cryo, 
T,  combre-world,  that  may  of  no-thing 

servo, 
But  ever  dye,  and  never  fully  sterve?  280 

41.  If  that  Criseyde  allone  were  me  lafb. 
Nought  roughte  I  whidor  thou  woldest 

me  store  ; 
And  hir,  alias  !  than  hastow  me  biraft. 
But  over-more,  lo  I  this  is  thy  manero, 
To  revo  a  wight  that  most  is  to  him  dere, 
To  prevo  in  that  thy  gorful  violence.   286 
Thus  am  I  lost,  ther  hclpeth  no  defence. 
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42.  O  verray  lord  of  love,  O  god,  alias  ! 
That  knowest  best  myn  herte  and  al  my 

thought, 
What  shal  my  sorwfVil  lyf  don  in  this  cas 
If  I  for-go  that  I  so  dere  have  bought?  291 
Sin  ye  Cryseyde  and  me  han  folly  brought 
In-to  yonr  grace,  and  bothe  oar  hertes 

seled, 
How  may  yo  soffire,  alias !  it  be  repeled  ? 

48.  What  I  may  doon,  I  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dare  295 

On  lyve  in  torment  and  in  crael  peyne, 
This  infortane  or  this  disaventare, 
Allone  as  I  was  bom,  y-wis,  compleyne  ; 
Ne  never  wil  I  seen  it  shyne  or  reyne  ; 
Bat  ende  I  wil,  as  Edippe,  in  derknesse 
My  sorwfdl  lyf,  and  dyen  in  distresse.  301 

44.  O  wery  goOst,  that  errest  to  and  fro. 
Why  niltow  fleen  out  of  the  wofalleste 
Body,  that  ever  mighte  on  groande  go  ? 
O  soale,  larkinge  in  this  wo,  anneste,  305 
Flee  forth  out  of  myn  herte,  and  lat  it 

breste, 
And  folwe  alwey  Criseyde,  thy  lady  dere ; 
Thy  righte  place  is  now  no  longer  here  ! 

45.  O  wofalle  eyen  two,  sin  year  disport 
Was  al  to  seen  Criseydes  eyen  brighte. 
What  shal  ye  doon  bat,  for  my  discom- 
fort, 31 1 

Stonden  for  nought,  and  wepen  out  your 

sighte? 
Sin  she  is  quejrnt,  that  wont  was  yow  to 

lighte. 
In  veyn  frotlus-forth  have  I  eyen  tweye 
Y-formed,  sin  your  vertue  is  a-weye.     315 

46.  O  my  Criseyde,  O  lady  sovereyne 
Of  thilke  wofol  soale  that  thus  cryeth, 
Who  shal  nowyeven  comfort  to  my  peyne? 
Alias,  no  wight;  but  when  myn  herte 

dyeth, 
My  spirit,  which  that  so  on-to  yow  hyeth, 
Beoeyve  in  gree,  for  that  shal  ay  yow 

serve ;  331 

For-thy  no  fors  is,  though  the  body  sterve. 

47.  O  ye  loveres,  that  heighe  upon  the 
wheel 

Ben  set  of  Fortune,  in  good  aventure, 


GkKl  leve  that  ye  finde  ay  love  of  ste^  325 
And  longe  mot  your  lyf  in  joye  endure ! 
But  whan  ye  comen  by  my  sepoltore, 
Bemembreth  that   your  felawe  resteUt 

there; 
For  I  lovede  eek,  though  I  unworUij 

were.  3J9 

48.  O  olde  unholsom  and  mislyved  man, 
Calkas  I  mene,  alias  !  what  eyleth  thee 
To  been   a  Greek,  sin    thou   art  bom 

Trojan? 
O  Calkas,  which  that  wilt  my  bane  be, 
In  cursed  tymo  was  thou  bom  for  me ! 
As  wolde  blisful  Jove,  for  his  joye,      355 
That  I  thee  hadde,  where  I  wolde,  m 

Troye!' 

49.  A  thousand  vykes,  hottere  than  the 
glede, 

Out  of  his  brest  ech  after  other  wente, 
Medled  with  plejmtes  newe,  his  wo  to 
fede,  339 

For  which  his  wofol  teres  never  stente ; 
And  shortly,  so  his  peynes  him  to-rente, 
And  wex  so  mat,  that  joye  nor  penannee 
He  feleth  noon,  but  lyth forth  in  atraonce. 

50.  Pandare,  which  that  in  the  parlemoii 
Hadde  herd  what  every  lord  and  bozgeifs 

seyde,  345 

And  how  fol  graonted  was,  by  oon  aaBeat 
For  Antenor  to  yelden  so  Criseyde, 
Gan  wel  neigh  wood  oot  of  his  wit  to 

breyde. 
So  that,  for  wo,  he  niste  what  he  mente ; 
Bat  in  a  rees  to  Troilos  he  wente.       350 

51.  A  certeyn  knight,  that  for  the  tyme 
kepte 

The  chaombre-dore,  on-dide  it  him  anoon ; 
And  Pandare,  that  fVil  tendreliche  wepte, 
In-to  the  derke  chaombre,  as  stille  as 

stoon. 
Toward  the  bed  gan  softely  to  goon,    355 
So  confns,  that  he  niste  what  to  seye ; 
For  verray  wo  his  wit  was  neigh  aweye. 

52.  And  with  his  chore  and  loking  al 
to-torn, 

For  Borwe  of  this,  and  with  his  armea 
folden, 
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He  stood  this  woful  Troilns  bifom,       360 
And  on  his  pitons  face  ho  gan  biholden ; 
But  lord,  ao  often  gan  his  herte  colden, 
Sdng  his  freend  in  wo,  whos  hevinesse 
His  herte  slow,  as  thonghte  him,  for  dis- 
tr^se. 

53.  This  woftU  wight,  this  Troilos,  that 
felte  365 

His  freend  Pandare  y-comen  him  to  see, 
Oan  as  the  snow  ayein  the  sonne  melte, 
For  which  this  sorwfU  Pandare,  of  pitee, 
Gan  for  to  wepe  as  tendreliche  as  he ; 
And  specheles  thus  been  thise  ilke  tweye, 
That  neyther  mighte  o  word  for  sorwe 
seye.  371 

54.  Bat  at  the  laste  this  wofhl  Troilos, 
Xey  deed  for  smert,  gan  bresten  ont  to 

rore, 
And  with  a  sorwfdl  noyse  he  seyde  thus, 
Among  his  sobbes  and  his  sykes  sore,  375 
'Lo!  Pandare,   I  am  deed,  with-onten 

more. 
Hastow  nought  herd  at  parlement,'  he 

seyde, 
'  For  Antenor  how  lost  is  my  Criseyde  ?' 

55.  This  Bandams,  tuX  deed  and  pale  of 
hewe, 

Fnl  pitonaly  answerde  and  seyde,  '  yis ! 
As  wisly  were  it  fals  as  it  is  trewe,        381 
That  I  have  herd,  and  wot  al  how  it  is. 
0  mercy,  god,  who  wolde  haye  trowed 

thu? 
Who  wolde  have  wend  that,  in  so  litel 

a  throwe,  384 

Fortnne  our  joye  wolde  han  over-throwe? 

56.  For  in  this  world  ther  is  no  creature, 
As  to  my  doom,  that  ever  saw  myne 
Stnnngere  than   this,   thomgh    cas  or 

aventnre. 
But  who  may  al  eschewe  or  al  dev3me  ? 
Swich  is  this  world ;  for-thy  I  thus  de- 

fyne,  390 

fNe  troste  no  wight  finden  in  Fortune 
Ay  propretee ;  hir  yeftes  been  comune. 

67.  Bat  tel  me  this,  why  thou  art  now  so 

mad 
To  sorwen  thus?    Why  lystow  in  this 

wyse, 


Sin  thy  desyr  al  holly  hastow  had,       395 
So  that,  by  right,  it  oughte  y-now  suffjrse  ? 
But  I,  that  never  felte  in  my  servyse 
A  frendly  chore  or  loking  of  an  ye, 
Lat  me  thus  wepe  and  wayle,  til  I  dye. 

58.  And  over  al  this,  as  thou  wel  wost 
thy-selve,  400 

This  town  is  ful  of  ladies  al  aboute ; 

And,  to  my  doom,  fairer  than  swiche 
twelve 

As  ever  she  was,  shal  I  finde,  in  som 
route, 

Te,  oon  or  two,  with-onten  any  doute.  4cx|. 

For-thy  be  glad,  myn  owene  dere  brother, 

If  she  be  lost,  we  shul  recovere  another. 

69.  What,  god  for-bede  alwey  that  ech 

plesaunce 
In  o  thing  were,  and  in  non  other  wight ! 
If  oon  can  singe,  another  can  wel  daunce ; 
If  this  be  goodly,  she  is  glad  and  light ; 
And  this  is  fayr,  and    that    can  good 

a-right.  411 

Ech  for  his  vertn  holden  is  for  dere, 
Bothe  heroner  and  faucon  for  rivere. 

60.  And  eek,  as  writ  Zanzis,  that  was  fal 
wys, 

"The  newe  love  out  chaceth  ofte  the 
olde ; "  415 

And  np-on  newe  cas  lyth  newe  avys. 

Thenk  eek,  thy-self  to  saven  artow  holde ; 

Swich  fyr,  by  proces,  shal  of  kinde  colde. 

For  sin  it  is  but  casuel  plesaunce, 

Som  cas  shal  putte  it  out  of  remem- 
braunoe.  420 

61.  For  al-so  seur  as  day  cometh  after 
night. 

The  newe  love,  labour  or  other  wo. 
Or  elles  selde  seinge  of  a  wight, 
Don  olde  affecciouns  alle  over-go. 
And,  for  thy  part-,  thou  shalt  have  oon  of 
tho  435 

To  abrigge  with  thy  bittre  peynes  smerte ; 
Absence  of  hir  shal  dryvo  hir  out  of  herte.' 

62.  Thise  wordes  seyde  he  for  the  nones 

alle, 
To  helpe  his  freend,  lest  he  for  sorwe 
deyde. 
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For  "iMUtrlcos,  T-^  ih^.ii  his  w.i  to  fullo,  4jtn 
llo   r'»u«;htv   ji«'t   whixt  iintlirilt  that   ho 

IJr.t  Tri»ihis,  that  n«-iirh  tor  Skirwo  tify«1o. 
'i'l'k  Hr.l  hi'l.-  «'t:il  tliat  ewr  ho  moxito  : 
ni.ii    (n-    it    hr-iili'.    at    the   other  out   it 

Weill.- : 

•  !-.».  Ihit  at  thi-  la.stf  aiiswonh;  and  soj'<lo, 
•  irv.-iiii.  435 

This  l,«li,'<  rait,  ..r  h.  h-.l  thus  to  he,  ' 

W.rr-  wil  sit*  ill:,',  ir  tliat  1  wore  a  tVn>ii«l, 

T  >  rraysj-n  liir  Ihai  t  n-wc  is  unto  nu- ! 

I  I'lay  :;->il.  l.it  tlii.>  r-iiusayl  never  y-rhec  ; 

JJiit  «i«.»  ni«-  rathrr  st»rvo  unun-ri;?ht 
h.r..-  44„ 

Kr  I  thus  ■!■•  as  ih««u  nio  w«»hh^st  lere. 

MI.  Sill,  that  I  s.rvi».  y-wis.  wlmt  so  thc»n 

Si  yv', 

T"  wljuni  ni.Mi  hiito  i'lihaliir  is  hy  riglit,     I 
slia!  hail  iin-  h'.Hy  hir.-s  til  that  T  ih\vo. 
F'T.    rjii;ilam«!.   sin    I   have  trutithe  hir  ■ 

hi^'ht.  445 

r  W..1  n.-T  hf.n  nntre^vo  lor  no  wiprht  ;  ■ 

I  Jut  as  hir  uian  I  \v..l  ay  live  an«l  Rtervo, 
An«l  iKver  <nlier  creature  servo.  j 

•  ■•■).  Au<l   th.r  th<»u  s.yst.  thon  slialt  as 

I'aii"  liii'ii- 


Ho  comoth  to  him  a  pas,  and  .<eytli  rizLt 

thus,  ^lrt 

^'Thoiik  not  on  Rinert,  and  thou  slialt  iVIe 

Thon  most  me  first   transmowcn  iu  a 

Rti^on. 
And  reve  uie  my  )%'tssionn<'A  alle, 
Kr  thim  so  lijrhtly  <U>  my  wt»  to  foil'.'. 

fiS.  The  iheth  may  wol  out  .»f  my  brest 
deivirte  4?i 

The  \yt\  so  lonf^o  may  this  sorwoxnTue; 

But  fn>  my  simle  shal  Crisoydes  Jaite 

Out  never-mo :  hut  doun  with  TTf.^'iyym. 

"\\'han  I  am  deed,  I  wol  p>  wone  in  ppe 

And  ther  I  M<d  eternally  eompl^jTie  IT? 

My  wo.  and  how  that  twinne-i  Iv*  »« 
tweyne. 

Gy.  Thow  liast  lioro  maud  an  argumen!. 

f(»r  iyn. 
How  that  it  tdioldc  lasso  i>o.\-ue  Iw 
Criseyde  to  for-g<M>n,  for  slic  wasm\-n. 
An<l  live  in  ose  and  in  telieiieo.         4*' 
Why  cpnhbestow,  that  si-ydest  thus  ton* 
That  *'  Jiim  is  wors  tliat  is  ln»  wcle  y- 

thro  we. 
Than  ho   luidde   orst    non  ot"  that  *i^ 

y-knowo  ? ' ' 
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WHh-outen  wordes  mo,  I  "wol  bo  deed,  500 
0  deeth,  that  endere  art  of  sorwes  alle, 
Com  now,  sin  I  so  ofte  after  thee  calle ; 
For  sely  is  that  deeth,  soth  for  to  seyne, 
That,  ofte  y-deped,  oometh  and  endeth 
peyne. 

73.  Wei  wot  I,  wnyl  my  lyf  was  in  qniete, 
Er  thon  me  slowe,  I  wolde  have  yeven 

hyre;  506 

But  now^thy  coming  is  to  me  so  swete, 
That  in  this  world  I  no-thing  so  desyre. 
0  deeth,  sin  with  this  sorwe  I  am  a-fyre, 
Thouontherdomeanoon  in  teres  drenche, 
Or  with    thy    oolde    strook    myn    hete 

qnenche !  511 

74.  Sin  that  thou  sleeet  so  fele  in  sondry 
W3rse 

Ayens  hir  wil,  nnpreyed,  day  and  night, 
Do  me,  at  my  reqneste,  this  servyse, 
Ddivere  now  the  world,  so  dostow  right, 
Ofme,  that  am  the  wofolleste  wight  516 
That  ever  was ;  for  tyme  is  that  I  sterve, 
Sin  in  this  world  of  right  nought  may 
I  serve.' 

75.  This  Troilos  in  teres  gan  distille, 

As  liconr  out  of  alambyk  fol  faste ;  520 
And  Fandaros  gan  holde  his  tnnge  stille, 
And  to  the  ground  his  eyen  donn  he 

caste. 
But  nathelees,  thus  thoughte  he  at  the 

laste, 
'What,  parde,  rather  than  my  felawe 

deye, 
Yet  shal  I  som-what  more  un-to  him  seye : ' 

76.  And  seyde,   'freend,  sin  thou  hast 
swich  distresse,  526 

And  sin  thee  list  myn  arguments  to  blame, 
Whynilt  thy-selven  helpen  doon  redresse, 
And  with  thy  manhod    letten    al  this 

grame? 
Cro  ravisshe  hir  ne  canstow  not  for  shame ! 
And  oather  lat  hir  out  of  toune  fare,    531 
Or  hold  hir  stUle,  and  leve  thy  nyce  fare. 

77.  Artow  in  Troye,  and  hast  non  hardi- 
ment 

To  take  a  womman  whioh  that  loveth 
thee, 


And  wolde  hir-selven  been  of  thsm assent? 
Now  is  not  this  a  nyoe  vanitee  ?  536 

Bys  up  anoon,  and  lat  this  weping  be, 
And  kyth  thou  art  a  man,  for  in  this 

houre 
I  wil  be  deed,  or  she  shal  bleven  oure.' 

78.  To  this  answerde  him  Troilus   fol 
softe,  540 

And  seyde,  *  parde,  leve  brother  dere, 
Al  this  have  I  my-«elf  yet  thought  ful  ofte, 
And  more  thing  than  thou  devysest  here. 
But  why  this  thing  is  laft,  thou  shalt  wel 
here ;  544 

And  whan  thou  me  hast  yeve  an  audience, 
Ther-after  mayst  thou  telle  al  thy  sen- 
tence. 

79.  First,  sin  thou  wost  this  toun  hath  al 
this  werre 

For  ravisshing  of  wommon  so  by  might, 
It  sholde  not  be  suffred  me  to  erre,      549 
As  it  stant  now,  ne  doon  so  gret  unright. 
I  sholde  han  also  blame  of  every  wight. 
My  fadres  graunt  if  that  I  so  withstode. 
Sin  she  is  chaunged  for  the  tounes  goode. 

80.  I  have  eek  thought,  so  it  wfere  hir 
assent. 

To  aske  hir  at  my  fader,  of  his  grace ;  555 
Than  thenke  I,  this  were  hir  accusement. 
Sin  wel  I  woot  I  may  hir  not  purchace. 
For  sin  my  fader,  in  so  heigh  a  place 
As  parlement,  hath  hir  eschaunge  enseled, 
He  nil  for  me  his  lettre  be  repeled.       560 

81.  Yet  drede  I  most  hir  herte  to  per- 
tourbe 

With  violence,  if  I  do  swich  a  game ; 
For  if  I  wolde  it  openly  distourbe. 
It  moste  been  disclaundre  to  hir  name. 
And  me  were  lever  deed  than  hir  deiame, 
As  nolde  god  but-if  I  sholde  have         566 
Hir  honour  lever  than  my  lyf  to  save  ! 

82.  Thus  am  I  lost,  for  ought  that  I  can 

For  certejni  is,  sin  that  I  am  hir  knight, 
I  moste  hir  honour  lever  han  than  me 
In  every  cas,  as  lovere  oughte  of  right.  571 
Thus  am  I  with  desyr  and  reson  twight  j 
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DLsyr  for  to  ilistonrbcn  hir  me  i^deth, 
And  ir&son  oil  not,  00  myn  hette  dredeth.' 

^.  Thus  wopingf!  thAt  lie  conde  never 
opKso,  575 

Ho  Sf^yilo,  *  uliifl  I  how  shftl  1,  wreoche, 
faro? 

For  wel  fde  I  olw^y  my  love  ancr»9«e, 

And  hojio  is  Ijisso  ami  lasab  aiwey^  Pan- 

dllTO  I 

EoDreflsen  eek  thp  r^ufuss  c»f  my  cune ; 
Bo  wel^J^-wey,  -why  nil  myn  hert«  breste? 
Foff  OB  in  li}vi>,  tLL^r  Is  but  litel  raBte.'58i 

84.    PluifJuro    BLUsfferde,     '  fre«ndf    tbou 

mayst^  fur  mo, 
Dim  ns  thco  Ibt  ;  l>ntli{%ildQ  ioli  it  bo  hote, 
AnrI  t.hyii  f3t«t,  she  shnlfifs  j^n  Vfith  ni&]; 
Thcmsh  al  this  ttJim  cry  ode  on  this  thing 

by  notoj  ^5 

I  noble  flettt"  rI  ilI  tlmt  noyB<)  ^  grroi«k 
Fitr  when  men  hivn  wel  er3*iid^  than  wol 

thoy  rout  If  ; 
A  w^^Tub'T  last  lju.t  uyne  night  n(?vor  Iq 

tuque, 

fio.  Ilovyne  nnt  in  r&»on  ny  an  depe 

No  riirt^'ysily,  hut  holji  tb>'-Belf  anoon :  jsgo 

rii't  U  thiit  itthoro  tJian  ihy-selven  we|io» 


Why  fthoHe  than   fbr  fwrd  thjn  Iitm 

quake  ? 
Thflak  eek  how  Piiria  bath,  that  is  ih} 

brothof, 
A    lovo ;    &nd    why    ahaltow   pot  hax* 

another  f 

aa  And    Troiltifl,    o    thing  I   daf  ilw* 

That  if  Cmeyde^  which©  that  b  tbj?  l«t 
Now  loveth  thee  aa  wcsl  as  thoa(i<iitltfi% 
God  helpo  zae  so^  she  nil  not  take^fOM'^ 
Thongh    thon    do    bote    a-nooti  in  tliw 

mischoef. 
And  il'ahe  wilnoth  fro  theo  foriop**^ 
Thanne  is  she  fkla  ;  ao  love  hir  '^  »fc» 

m 


89.  For^thy  tnk  iiort«,  and  thenk^  rigbtM 

A  knight, 
Thunrgh  love  ifi  broken  ald^  oretybn* 
Kyth  now  fitimwhat  thy  comge  and  U||' 

might, 
Have  mercy  on  thy-^elf,  foranyawfl,  *» 
hat   ti(>t   this   w]M3*ched   wo    thin  ban* 

in^nwoT 
But  manly  set  tho  world  on  iiio  sfl^ 

»ev*>no ; 
And,  if  thou  d^ya  a  martir,  go  to  hevew 
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92.  '  Why,  go  mene  I,*  quod  Pondams,  *al 

this  day. 
Bui  tel  me  than,  hastow  hir  vreX  assayed, 
That  Borwest  thus?'    And  he  answerde, 

*  nay.*  640 

'Wher-of  artow,*  quod  Pandare,    Hhan 

a-mayed, 
That  nost  not  that  she  wol    ben   yvel 

apayed 
To  ravisshe  hir,  sin  thou  hast  not  ben 

there, 
Bat-if  that  Jove  tolde  it  in  thyn  ere  ? 

^.  Por-thy  xys  up,  as  nought  ne  were, 

anoon,  645 

And  wash  thy  face,  and  to  the  king  thou 

wende, 
Or  he  may  wondren  whider  thou  art  goon. 
Thou  most  -with  wisdom  him  and  othere 

blende ; 
Or,  up-on  cas,  he  may  after  thee  sende 
£r  thou  be  war;   and  shortly,  brother 

dere,  650 

Be  g^ad,  and  lat  me  werke  in  this  matere. 

M.  Por  I  ahal  shai>e  it  so,  that  sikerly 
Thou  shalt  this  night  som  tjrme,  in  som 

manere, 
Com  speke  with  thy  lady  prevely, 
And  Vy  hir  wordes  eek,  and  by  hir  chore, 
Thou  shalt  ftd  sone  aparceyve  and  Wel 

here  656 

Al  hir  entente,  and  in  this  cas  the  beste  ; 
And  fare  now  wel,  for  in  this  point  I 

reste.' 

^.  The  swifte  F&me,  whiche  that  false 

thinges 
Egal  reporteth  lyk  the.thingestrewe,  660 
Was  thorugh-out  Troye  y-fled  with  preste 

winges 
^To  man  to  man,  and  made  this  tale  al 

new©, 
How  Galkas  doughter,  with  hir  brighte 

hewo, 
At  pftrlement,  with-oute  wordes  more, 
I-giannted  was  in  chaunge  of  Antenore.  665 

W.  The  whiche  tale  anoon-right  as  Cri- 

Had  herd,  she  which  that  of  hir  fader 
ronghte, 


As  in  this  cas,  right  nought,  ne  whanne 

he  deyde, 
Ful  bisily  to  Juppiter  bisoughte 
Yeve  him  mischaunce  that  this   tretis 

broughte.  6;o 

But  shortly,  lest  thise  tales  sothe  wore. 
She  dorste  at  no  wight  asken  it,  for  fere ; 

97.  As  she  that  hadde  hir  herte  and  al  hir 
minde 

On  Troilus  y«et  so  wonder  faste. 

That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  hir  love 

unbinde,  675 

Ne  Troilus  out  of  hir  hert«  caste  ; 
She  wol  ben  his,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may 

last«. 
And  thus  she  brenneth  bothe  in  love  and 

drede. 
So  that  she  niste  what  was  best  to  rede. 

98.  But  as  men  seen  in  tonne,  and  al 
aboute,  680 

That  wommen  usen  frendes  to  visyiey 
So  to  Criseyde  of  wommen  com  a  route 
For  pitous  joye,  and  wenden  hir  delyte  ; 
And  with  hir  tales,  dere  y-nough  a  myte. 
These  wommen,  whiche  that  in  the  cite 

dwelle,  685 

They  sette  hem  doun,  and  seyde  as  I  shnl 

telle. 

99.  Quod  first  that  oon,  'I  am  glad, 
trewely, 

By-cause  of  yow,  that  shal  your  fader  see.' 
A-nother  seyde,  *  y-wis,  so  nam  not  I ; 
For  al  to  litel  hath  she  with  us  be. '      690 
Quod  tho  the  thridde,  '  I  hope,  y-wis, 

that  she 
Shal  bringen  us  the  pees  on  every  syde, 
That,  whan  she  gooth,  almighty  god  hir 

gyde !' 

100.  Tho  wordes  and  tho  wommannisshe 
thinges. 

She  herde  hem  right  as  though  she 
thennes  were ;  695 

For,  god  it  wot,  hir  herte  on  other  thing 
is. 

Although  the  body  sat  among  hem  there. 

Hir  advertence  is  alwey  elles-where  ; 

For  Troilus  ftil  faste  hir  soule  soughte  ; 

With-outen  word,  alwey  on  him  she 
thoughte.  70c 
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101.  Thise  wommen,  that  thus  wenden 
hir  to  plese, 

Abont«     nought    gonne    alio    hir    tales 

spende ; 
Swich  vanitee  do  can  don  hir  non  ese, 
As  she  that,  al  this  mene  whyle,  brende 
Of  other  passioon  than  that  they  wende, 
So  that  she  felte  almost  hir  herte  dye  706 
For  wO|  and  weiy  of  that  compcmye. 

102.  For  which  no  longer    mighte    she 
restreyne 

Hir  teres,  so  they  gonnen  up  to  welle, 
That  yeven  signes  of  the  bitter  peyne  710 
In  whiohe    hir    spirit    was,  and  moste 

dwelle ; 
Remembring  hir,  fro  heven  nnto  which 

hclle 
She    fallen    was,    sith    she  forgoth  the 

sighte 
Of  Troilns,  and  sorowfally  she  sighte.  714 

108.  And  thilke  foles  sittinge  hir  abonte 
Wenden,  that  she  wepto  and  syked  sore 
By-cause  that  she  sholde  out  of  that  route 
Departe,  and  never  pleye  with  hem  more. 
And  they  that  haddey-knowen  hir  of  yore 
Seye  hir  so  wepe,  and  thoughte  it  kinde- 

nesse,  720 

And  echo  of  hem  wepte  eek  for  hir  dis- 

tresse ; 

104.  And  bisily  they  gonnen  hir  conforten 
Of  thing,  god  wot,  on  which  she  litel 

thoughte ; 
And  with  hir  tales  wenden  hir  disporten, 
And  to  be  glad  they  often  hir  bisoughte. 
But   swich    an    ese  ther-with  they  hir 

wroughte  726 

Bight  as  a  man  is  esed  for  to  fele, 
For  ache  of  heed,  to  clawen  him  on  his 

hole! 

106.  But  after  al  this  nyce  vanitee 
They  took  hir  love,  and  hoom  they  wenten 

alio.  730 

Criseyde,  ful  of  sorweful  pitee, 
In-to  hir  ohaumbre  up  wente  out  of  the 

hallo, 
And  on  hir  bed  she  gan  for  deed  to  falle, 
In  purpoB  never  thennes  for  to  ryse  ; 
And  thus  she  wroughte,  as  I  shal  yow 

devyse.  735 


106.  Hir  ounded  heer,  that  sonnish  wu 
of  hewe, 

She  rente,  and  eek  hir  fingres  longe  and 

smale 
She  wrong  ful  ofte,  and  bad  god  on  hir 

rewe, 
And  with  the  deeth  to  doon  bote  on  hir 

bal& 
Hir  hewe,  whylom  bright,  that  tho  was 

pale,  740 

Bar  witnes  of  hir  wo  and  hir  constreynte ; 
And  thus  she  spak,  sobbinge,  in  hir  oom- 

pleynte : 

107.  *Alas!*    quod    she,    'out   of  this 
regioun 

I,  woftil  wrecche  and  inforttmed  wight, 
And  bom  in  oorsed  constellacionn,     745 
Mot  goon,  and  thus  departen  £ro  my 

knight ; 
Wo  worth,  alias !  that  ilke  dayes  light 
On  which  I  saw  him  first   with  eyen 

tweyne, 
That   causeth  me,  and  I  him,  al  thif 

pe3rno  !* 

108.  Therwith  the  teres  from  hir  eyen 
two  79> 

Doun  fille,  as  shour  in  Aperill,  tvl  swythe; 
Hir  whyte  brest  she  bet,  and  for  the  «o 
After  the  deeth  she  ciyed  a  thoosand 

«ythe, 
Sin  he  that  wont  hir  wo  was  for  to  Iyth^ 
She  mot  for-goon ;  for  which  disaventore 
She  held  hir-self  a  fbrlost  creature.     7^ 

109.  She  seyde,  *  how  shal  he  doon,  sn<i 
lalso? 

How  sholde  I  live,  if  that  I  from  him 

twinne  ? 
O  dere  herte  eek,  that  I  love  so, 
Who  shal  that  sorwe  sleen  that  ye  ben 

inne  ?  7^ 

O  Calkas,  fader,  thyn  be  al  this  sinne! 
O  moder  mjm,  that  cleped  were  Aigyve, 
Wo  worth  that  day  that  thou  me  here  on 

lyve! 


1 10.  To  what  fyn  sholde  I  live  and  a 

thus? 
How  sholde  a  fish  with-oute  water  dure? 
What  is  Criseyde  worth,  from  Troilaf?  766 
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How  sholde  a  plannte  or  lyves  creatare 
live,  with-oute  his  kinde  noritore  ? 
For  which  fhl  oft  a  hy-word  here  I  seye, 
That, "  rotelees,  mot  grene  sone  d^e,"  770 

111.  I  ahal  don  thiu,  sin  neither  swerd ne 
darte 

Dar  I  Don  handle,  for  the  cmeltee, 
That  ilke  day  that  I  from  yow  departe, 
If  sorwe  of  that  nil  not  my  bane  be, 
Than  shal  no  mete  or  drinke  come  in 
me  775 

Til  I  my  gonle  ont  of  my  breste  nnshethe ; 
And  thus  my-selven  wol  I  do  to  dethe. 

112.  And,  Troilns,  my  clothes  everichoon 
Shal  hlake    been,   in    tokeninge,    herte 

swete, 
That  I  am  as  ont  of  tb  is  world  agoon,  780 
That  wont  was  yow  to  set  ten  in  qoiete ; 
And  of  myn  ordre,  ay  til  deeth  me  mete. 
The  obserrannce  ever^  in  yonr  absence, 
Shal  sorwe  been,  compleynte,  and  absti- 
nence. 

113.  Myn  herte  and  eek  the  wofnl  goost 
ther-inne  785 

Biqnethe  I,  A^-ith  yonr  spirit  to  oompleyne 
Bt«maUy,  for  they  shnl  never  twinne. 
For  thoogh   in  erthe  y-twinned  be  we 

tweyne. 
Yet  in  the  feld  of  pitee,  ont  of  peyne, 
That  hight  Elysos,  shnl  we  been  y-fere,  790 
As  Orphens  and  Emdioe  his  fere. 

Ill  Thus  herte  myn,  for  An  tenor,  alias ! 

I  lone  ahal  be  channged,  as  I  wene. 

Bttt  how  shnl  ye  don   in  this  sorwfnl 

cas, 
How  ahal  yonr  tendre  herte  this  snstene? 
Bat  herte  myn,  for-yet  this  sorwe  and 

tene,  796 

And  me  also ;  for,  soothly  for  to  seye, 
80  ye  wel  fare,  I  reoche  not  to  deye.' 

116.  How  mighte  it  ever  y-red  ben  or 

y-aonge, 
The  pleynte  that  she  made  in  hir  dis- 

treeae?  800 

I  noot ;  bnt,  as  for  me,  my  litel  tonge. 
If  I  diacreven  wolde  hir  hevinesse. 
It  aholde  make  hir  sorwe  seme  lesse 


Than  that  it  was,  and  childishly  deface 
Hir  heigh  compleynte,  and  therfore  I  it 
pace.  8q5 

116.  Pandare,    which    that    sent    from 
Troilns 

Was  to  Criseyde,  as  ye  han  herd  devyse, 
That  for  the  beste  it  was  accorded  thns, 
And  he  ful  glad  to  doon  him  that  servyse, 
Un-to  Criseyde,  in  a  ftil  secree  wyse,      810 
Ther-as  she  lay  in  torment  and  in  rage, 
Com  hir  to  telle  al  hoolly  his  message. 

117.  And  fond  that  she  hir-selven  gan  to 
trete 

Fnl  pitonsly ;  for  with  hir  salte  teres 
Hir  brest,  hir    face    y-bathed    was    fnl 

wete ;  815 

The  mighty  tresses  of  hir  sonnish  heres, 
Unbroyden,  hangen  al  abonte  hir  ores ; 
Which  yaf  him  verray  signal  of  martyre 
Of  decth,    which    that    hir   herte    gan 

desyre. 

1 18.  Whan  she  him  saw,  she  gan  for  sorwe 
anoon  820 

Hir  tery  face  a-twixe  hir  armes  hyde, 
For  which  this  Pandare  is  so  wo  bi-goon, 
That  in  the  hons  he    mighte  unnethe 

ab3rde, 
As  he  that  pitee  felte  on  every  syde. 
For  if  Criseyde  hadde  erst  oomplesmed 

sore,  8^5 

Tho  gan   she  pleyne  a  thousand  tymes 

more. 

119.  And  in  hir  aspre  pleynte  than  she 
seyde, 

*■  Pandare  first  of  joyes  mo  than  two 
Was  canse  canainge  nn-to  me,  Criseyde, 
That    now    transmnwed   been   in  cruel 

wo.  830 

Wher  shal  I  seye  to  yow  "  wel  come  "  or 

no. 
That  alderflrst  me  bronghte  in-to  servyse 
Of  love,  alias !  that  endeth  in  swich  wyse? 

120.  Endeth  than  love  in  wo  ?  Ye,  or  men 
lyeth !  834 

And  alle  worldly  blisse,  as  thinketh  me, 
The  ende  of  blisse  ay  sorwe  it  occupyeth  ; 
And  who-so  troweth  not  that  it  so  be, 
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L  ir  him  Ui^m  nu.'.  woiul  wrocche.  y-see, 
Tliat    iny-s«li'  hut.«.    nii«l    ay  my  birthe 

a«.-«'r.-«\ 
F»'liiit?i'  alwvy.  im  wikko  I  ji^o  to  worst*. 

121.  \Vli.»-si>  nu>  soorli,  ho  se  -tli  sorwo  nl 
at  oin.s,  841 

]V.vni',  t<irinent,  ploynto,  wo,  rlistresso. 
Ont  «»t'iny  woful  Ixuly  harm  ther  noon  ia, 
As  jui^iish.  laiiRMur,  crnol  bittomesKO, 
A-noy,  sinort.  dn'dc,  fiirj-,  nnil  00k  sik- 
iK'Ssr*.  845 

T  trowo,  y-wis,  from  bovone  tores  ro^Tio, 
Ft>r  pitrj*  of  myn  asi»n'  ami  cnwl  poyno  ! ' 

122.  'Aii«l  thou,  my  snstor,   ful  of  dis- 
CHiifort.'  848 

Qiiorl  [•amlanis,  'what  tln'iikostowto  do? 
Why  no  hastow  to  thy-.si.'lvon  som  rosport-, 
Why  woltow  thus  thy-'Jrlvo.  alias,  for-dti? 
L<H«!al  this  work  and  tak  now  he<lo  to 
That   I  shal  Si-yn.   ami   horkno,  of  g«HMl 

cati-nrc. 
TiiiM.    whirli    by    uu\    thy    Troilag    Ihco 

si-nti'.' 

ISi.  Torih-d     bir     tlio     Crisc-ydo.    a    wo 

makintro  855 

S,i  crroot  tliat  it  a  di-viii  was  for  to  roo  : — 


I  Tlie  tores  from  his  eyen  for  to  reynei 
j  I)nt  nathclocfl,  as  he  best  uiif^htejio  My-r2i> 
From  Troilas  thiao  wonles  to  CrLaefUi".  R -? 

126.  '  Lo,  neco,  I  trowo  ye  hnn  henl  al 

•  how 
The  king,    with  othero  lonles.  for  tLc 

l>Gste, 
Hath   ma^l  I'SichanniTO   of  Antenor  ami 

I  That  canse  is  of  this  sorwe  nnd  tbii 
'  nnroBtc. 

But  how  this  oas  d'lth  Troilas  molpste.  Wo 
I  That  may  non  crtholy  mannM  t.mge 
Reye ; 

For  verray  wo  hia  wit  is  al  awoye. 

I'JT.  For  whicli   we  han   so  aonred.  ht 
and  I, 
■  That  in-U»  litel  botho  it  haddo  us  «ilii«: 

But  thargh  my  consoil  this  day,  fynallv. 

He  fl«>mwhat  is  fro  weping  now  iritb- 
I  drawe.  ^* 

And  scmeth  mo  that  ho  dosyreth  fave 

With  yow  to  Ijoen  al  night,  for  trtd^vrie 
I  Bemodo  in  thin,  if  thor  woro  any  wyw- 

128.  This,  short  and  ployne,  th'cfFect  of 
my  message,  ^P 
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'Bat  bidde  him  oome,  er  deeth,  that  thus 

me  threfteth, 
Diyv©  out  that  gooet,  which  in  myn  herte 

beteth.'  910 

181.  Thise  wordes  seyd,  she  on  hir  armes 

two 
FQ  grof,  and  gan  to  wepe  pitonsly. 
Qaod  Puidanxs,  '  alias !  why  do  ye  so, 
Syn  wel  ye  wot  the  t3rme  is  faste  by. 
That  he  shal  come  ?  Arys  up  hastely,    915 
That  he  yow  nat  biwopen  thus  ne  finde, 
Bat  ye  wol  han  him  wood  out  of  his 

minde ! 

132.  For  wiste  he  that  ye  ferde  in  this 
manere, 

He  wolde  him-eelve  slee ;  uid  if  I  wende 
To  han  this  fiure,  he  sholde  not  oome 
here  920 

For  al  the  good  that  Pryam  miqr  despende. 
For  to  what  fyn  ho  wolde  anoon  pretende, 
That  knowe  I  wel ;  and  for-thy  yet  I  seye, 
So  leef  this  sorwe,  or  platly  he  wol  deye. 

133.  And  shapeth  yow  his  Borwe  for  to 
abregge,  925 

And  noaght  encresse,  leve  nece  swete ; 
Beth  rather  to  him  cause  of  flat  than 

egge, 
And  with  som  wysdom  ye  his  sorwes  bete. 
What  helpeth  it  to  wepen  ful  a  strete, 
Or  though  ye  bothe  in  salte  teres  dreynte  ? 
Bet  is  a  tymeof  cure  ay  than  of  pleynte.  931 

184.  I  mene  thus ;    whan  I  him  hider 

bringe, 
Sin  ye  ben  wyse,  and  bothe  of  con  assent, 
So  shapeth  how  distourbe  your  goinge, 
Or  come  ayen,  sone  after  ye  be  went.    935 
Wommen  ben  wyse  in  short  avysement ; 
And  lat  sen  how  3rour  wit    shal    now 

avayle ; 
And  what  that  I  may  helpe,  it  shal  not 

feyle.' 

135.  'Go,*  quod    Criseyde,    *and   nnole, 

trewely, 
I  shal  don  al  my  might,  me  to  restreyne 
From  weping  in  his  sight,  and  bisily,  941 
Him  for  to  glade,  I  shal  don  al  my  peyne, 
Md  in  myn  herte  seken  every  veyne ; 


If  to  this  soor  ther  may  be  founden  salvo, 

It    shal    not    lakken,   certain,   on    myn 

halve.'  945 

136.  Goth    Pandams,    and    Troilus    ho 
soughte. 

Til  in  a  temple  he  fond  him  allone, 
As  he  that  of  his  lyf  no  longer  roughte ; 
But  to  the  pitouse  goddes  everichone 
Ful  tendrely  he  preyde,  and  made  his 

mono,  950 

To  doon  him  sone  out  of  this  world  to 

pace; 
For  wel  he  thoughte  ther  was  non  other 

g^race. 

137.  And  shortly,  al  the  sothe  for  to  seye. 
He  was  so  fallen  in  despeyr  that  day. 
That  outrely  he  shoop  him  for  to  deye.  955 
For  right  thus  was  his  argument  alwey  : 
He  seyde,  he  nas  but  loren,  waylawey  ! 

*  Fur  al  that  comth,  comth  by  necessitee ; 
Thus  to  be  lorn,  it  is  my  destinee. 

188.  For  certaynly,  this  wot  I  wel,'  ho 
seyde,  960 

*  That  for-sight  of  divyne  purveyaunce 
Hath  se3m  alwey  me  to  for-gon  Criseyde, 
Sin  god  seeth  every  thing,  out  of  dout- 

aunoe. 
And  hem  desponeth,  thourgh  his  orde- 

naunoe. 
In  hir  merytes  sothly  for  to  be,  965 

As  they  shul  oomen  by  predestinee. 

189.  But  nathelees,  alias!  whom  shal  I 
leve? 

For  ther  ben  grete  derkes  many  oon. 
That  dratinee  thorugh  argumentes  prove  ; 
And  som  men  seyn  that  nedely  ther  is 
noon ;  970 

But  that  free  chois  isyeven  us  everichoon. 
O,  welaway!  so  sleye  am  derkes  olde, 
That  I  not  whos  opinion  I  may  holde. 

140   For  som  men  sejm,  if  god  seth  al 

hifom, 
Ne  god  may  not  deceyved  ben,  pardee,  975 
Than  moot  it  fallen,  though  men  hadde  it 

sworn. 
That  purveyaunce  hath  seyn  hifore  to  be. 
Wherfor  I  seye,  that  from  eteme  if  he 
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Hath  wist  bifom  <mr  thonght  eek  as  our 

dede, 
We  have  no  free  chois,  as  these  olerkes 

rede.  980 

141.  For  other  thonght  nor  other  dede 
also 

Might  never  be,' but  swioh  as  pnrveyauncje, 
Which  may  not  ben  deceyved  never-mo, 
Hath  feled  bifom,  with-onten  ignorannce. 
For  if  thor  mighte  been  a  variaunoe    985 
To  wrythen  out  fro  goddes  purveyinge, 
Ther  nore  no  prescience  of  thing  cominge ; 

142.  But  it  were  rather  an  opinioon 
Uncerteyn,  and  no  stedfast  forseinge ; 
And  certes,  that  were  an  abusioun,      990 
That  god  shuld  han  no  parfit  deer  witinge 
More  than  we  men  that  han    doutous 

weninge. 
But  swich  an  errour  up-on  god  to  gease 
Were  fals  and  foul,  and  wikked  corsed- 

nesse. 

143.  Eek  this  is  an  opinioun  of  somme  995 
That  han  hir  top  ful  heighe  and  smothe 

y-shore ; 
They  seyn  right  thus,  that  thing  is  not  to 

come 
For  that  the  prescience  hath  seyn  bifore 
That  it  shal  come;  but  they  seyn,  that 

therforo 
That  it  shal  come,  therfore  the  purvey- 

aunce  looo 

Wot  it  bifom  with-outen  ignoraunce ; 

144.  And  in  this  manere  this  neoessitee 
Retomoth  in  his  part  contrarie  agayn. 
For  needfully  bihoveth  it  not  to  be 
That  thilke  thinges  fallen  in  certayn  1005 
That  ben  purveyed ;  but  nedely,  as  they 

seyn, 
Bihoveth  it  that  thinges,  whiche  that 

faUe, 
That  they  in  certasm  ben  purveyed  alle. 

145.  I  mene  as  though  I  laboured  me  in 
this, 

To  enqueren  which  thing  cause  of  which 
thing  be ;  loio 

As  whether  that  the  prescience  of  god  is 
The  certayn  cause  of  the  necessitee 


Of  thinges  that  to  comen  been,  paidee ; 

Or  if  necessitee  of  thing  cominge 

Be  cause  certeyn  of  the  purveyinge.    1015 

146.  But  now  ne  enforce  I  me  nst  in 
shewinge 

How  the  ordre  of  causes  stant ;  bat  vel 

wot  I, 
That  it  bihoveth  that  the  bifallinge 
Of  thinges  wist  biforen  certeynly 
Be  necessarie,  al  seme  it  not  ther-by  loxo 
That  prescience  put  falling  neoessure 
To  thing  to  come,  al  falle  it  foule  or 

faire. 

147.  For  if  ther  sit  a  man  yond  on  a  see. 
Than  by  neoessitee  bihoveth  it 

That,  certes,  thyn  opinioun  sotli  be,    lots 
That  wenest  or  coi^jectest  that  he  fit ; 
And  ferther-over  now  ayenward  yit, 
Lo,  right  so  it  is  of  the  part  oontrarie. 
As  thus;    (now  herkne,  for  I  wol  not 
tarie): 

148.  I  seye,  that  if  the  opinioun  of  thee 
Be  sooth,  for  that  he  sit,  than  seye  I 

this,  loji 

That  he  mot  sitten  by  necessitee ; 
And  thus  necessitee  in  either  is. 
For  in  him  nede  of  sitting  is,  y-wii, 
And  in  thee  nede  of  sooth ;  and  thus,  fot- 

sothe,  lOiS 

Ther  moot  necessitee  ben  in  yow  both& 

140.  But  thou  mayst  seyn,  the  man  fit 

not  therfore, 
That  thyn  opinion  of  sitting  soth  is ; 
But  rather,  for  the  man  sit  ther  bifore, 
Therfore  is  thyn  opinion  sooth,  y- wis.  J040 
And  I  seye,  though  the  cause  of  000th  of 

this 
Comth  of  his  sitting,  yet  necessitee 
Is  entrechaunged,  bothe  in  him  and  thee. 

150.  Thus    on    this    same  wyse,  oat  ci 

doutannce, 
I  may  wel  maken,  as  it  semeth  me,    1045 
My  resoninge  of  goddes  purveyaunoe, 
And  of  the  thinges  that  to  comen  be ; 
By  whiche  reson  men  may  wel  y-s©©. 
That  thilke  thinges  that  in  erthe  taJle, 
That  by  necessitee  they  comen  alle.    10^ 
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^t  toe  al-Uunii^  tliat,  for  thing  ihal 

^oone,  y-wii, 

''ittftra  ii  it  pnrygycd,  oertaynly, 

Vat  thftt  it  eomth  for  it  porve^yed  ia  : 
Y«t  nttheleea,  bihoreth  it  nedfoUj, 
Tliak  thing  to  oome  be  purveyed,  trewely ; 
^  dies,  thinges  that  purveyed  be,      1056 
That  the  J  bityden  by 


loS.  And   this   so^seth    right   y-now, 

eerteyn, 
^vt  to  destroye  our  free  chois  every  deL — 
Bat  now  is  this  abnsion  to  leyn,         1060 
That  ikllinge  of  the  thinges  temporel 
Is  etnie  of  goddes  prescience  etemeL 
^ow  trewely,  that  is  a  fals  sentence, 
Thit  thing  to  oome  iholde    canse   his 

prescience. 

158.  What  mighte  I  wane,  and  I  hadde 

ivich  a  thought,  1065 

^  that  god  porveyth  thing  that  is  to 

come 
'wthat  it  is  to  oome,  and  elles  nooj^t  ? 
^  miiphte  I  wene  that  thinges  alle  and 

lome. 
"••t  whylf »m  been  bifalle  and  over-come. 
Sen  eaose   of  thilke  sovereyn  purvey- 

•once,  1050 

^  for-wot  al  with-oaten  ignorannce. 

^  And  over  al  this,  yet  seye  I  more 

htit«>. 
^  right  as  whan  I  woot  ther  is  a 

thinir, 
V-vii,  that  thing  mot  nedefnlly  be  so : 
lek  right    so,    whan   I    woot  a   thing 
floming,  if/j^ 

80  mot  it  come ;  and  thus  the  biialling 
Of  thinges  that  ben  wist  hi  tore  th*  tyi*^. 
Thfy  mows  not  been  eschewed  on  no 
«yde.* 

155.  Than  seyde  he  thus.  •  alnui^ty  J'/v* 

in  tmne, 
That  wost  uf  al  this  thing  the  Sf^<rLia.«v 

nesse,  :'>'« 

Bewe  on  my  snrwe.  or  do  me  '1<7^  v>z.*r. 
t}r  faring  Criseyde  an-i  m*f  iT*»  thiji   in^' 

trMse.' 
ind  whyl  he  was  in  al  tLi§  L«-i>in4SH^. 


Dispntinge  with  him-self  in  this  matere, 

Com  Fandare  in,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 

here.  1085 

156.  *  O  mighty  god,*  qnorl  Panflams,  *  in 
trone, 

Ey !  who  seigh  ever  a  wys  man  faren  so  ? 
Why,  Troilas,  what  thenkest//w  to  done  ? 
Hastow  swich  Inst  to  been  thyn  owene  fo  ? 
What,  parde.yet  is  not  Criseyde  ai|o !  im/t 
Why  lost  thee  so  thy-self  fffr-^lfftm  ft*r 

drede. 
That  in  thyn  heed  thyn  eyen  semen  de'le? 

157.  Hastow  not  lived  many  a  ytmr  bi- 

flJTU. 

With-onten  hir,  and  fenl  fnl  we!  at  ese? 
Artow  for  hir  and  for  n*m  '/ther  U/m  ? 
Hath  kind  thee  wrooghte  al-'mly  fair  Ur 

plese  ?  i'i«/' 

Lat  be,  and  tlienk  right  thus  in  thydijie«Mf : 
That,  in  the  dees  right  as  tber  fallen 

chaonees. 
Right  so  in  I^/ve,  ther  vftan  arj'l  g^^/n 

plesaanc<^ 

15%.  And  y«;t  thLi  vt  a  w/ri'ler  m'^et  *4  alJ«;. 

Why  thon  thos  s^/rw^st,  sin  tk'/a  ii*m% 

not  yit,  1 101 

T^mcLing  Lir  grange,  how  tliat  it  shal 

Xe  if  ihe  can  hlr-«:If  'l'jif/tr>AfTi  if. 
Th'/n  liA«r  !.•/•  y-*.  jum*:.'/)  s^i  hir  wi». 
A  tuui  njkv  Ski  Ky^yu.*-.  it'm  r,«r!tJi«:  ♦f«-'J«:  i**/* 
Whan  it  aLsJ  *A.  uwi  tf^rmtju  «^.  *h«:  ri<:«J«% 

150.  F'/T-tLy  rake  L/yJ*  '4  'hAf.  that.  J  shal 

I  Lave  Tiirh  hir  >'-^jy/k*r  ar.'l  lor.ir-  >••♦*•?, 
.S'/  M  Mrrot'i*-'!  ■*««  t..r ■»-.**;  '.a  ♦.*•■>«:. 
Ar.'i  •:i':r-fx.'/  ff.'j  r:*ii*k<:*ii  •**'.«,  ti.m  kim 

^^I'-irr-w^h  *}.*!  'An.  i.'  i  k/.aJ  ri/h*.  ar^fl*:, 

l/^f.r'-*:   al   rhji.   ot   iif..'L   ♦«j'/n   arr   i;. 

ir*-:*..  i,i« 

1^^   F  .r  •■r.,'.J.  rr.y  '.';•; r.^M-il  .«   wKa/.  i*.  14 

r..if;.r. 
T!-."i    •'■/    r.^r   g'»    ar.-l    rt.ik.^-.    'A  •*•»«  hr^ 

*:'.  ;<: 

A.-.:     -,...«.:    J •.:.'/     ♦.'.','^rar..    K.r    /ri** 

.V..g7.r*  Ml/, 
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Shal,  as  I  hope,  hir  grace  un-io  us  sende. 
Myn  herte  aesrth,  '*  oerteyn,  ihe  shal  not 

wende  ;** 
And  for-thy  put  thyn  herte  a  whyle  in 

reste;  1119 

And  hold  this  porpos,  for  it  is  the  beste.' 

161.  This  Troilus  answerde,  and  sighte 

sore, 
^  Thou  s^yst  right  wel,  and  I  wil  do  right 

so;» 
And  what  him  liste,  he  seyde  on-to  it 

more. 
And  whan  that  it  was  tyme  for  to  go, 
Pol  prevely  him-self,  with-onten  mo,  1135 
Un-to  hir  com,  as  he  was  wont  to  done  ; 
And  how  they  wronghte,  I  shal  yow  telle 

sone. 

168.  Soth  is,  that  whan  they  gonno  first 
to  mete,  1128 

So  gan  the  peyne  hir  hertes  for  to  twiste, 
That  neither  of  hem  other  mighte  grete. 
Bat  hem  in  armes  toke  and  alter  klste. 
The  lasse  wofolle  of  hem  bothe  niste 
Wher  that  he  was,  ne  mighte  o  word 

oat-bringe. 
As  1 8e3rde  erst,  for  wo  and  for  sobbinge. 

163.  Tho  wofUl  teres   that    they  leten 
falle  1135 

As  bittre  weren,  ont  of  teres  kinde, 
For  peyne,  as  is  ligne-aloto  or  galle. 
So  bittre  teres  weep  nonght,  as  I  ftnde. 
The  wofnl  Myrra  through  the  bark  and 

rinde. 
That  in  this  world  ther  nis  so  hard  an 

herte,  1140 

That  nolde  han  rewed  on  hir   peynes 

smerte. 

164.  But  whan  hir  wofnl  wfery  gostes 
tweyne 

Betomed  been  ther-as  hem  onghte  dwelle, 
And  that  som-what  to  wayken  gan  the 

peyne 
By  lengthe  of  pleynte,  and  ebben  gan  the 

wcUe  1145 

Of  hire  teres,  and  the  herte  nnswelle, 
With  broken  voys,  al  hoors  for-shright, 

Criseyde 
To  Troilns  thise  ilke  wordes  s^de : 


166.  *  O  Jove,  I  deye,  and  merey  I  be- 

seche ! 
Help,  Troilus!*  and  ther-with-al  hir  Um 
Upon    his   brest    she    leyde,   and  los(« 

speehe ;  1151 

Hir  wofiil  spirit  from  his  propre  place, 
Bight  with  the  word,  alwey  up  poynt  to 

pcuse. 
And  thus  she  lyth  with  hewes  paleuid 

grene. 
That  whylom  fresh  and  fairest  was  to 

"55 


166.  This  Troilos,  that  on  hir  gan  bihdde, 
Clepinge  hir  name,  (and  she  lay  as  for 

deed, 
With-onte  answere,  and  felte  hir  limet 

oolde, 
Hir  eyea  throwen  upward  to  hir  heed), 
This  sorwfbl  man  can  now  noon  other 

reed,  1160 

But  ofte  tyme  hir  oolde  mouth  he  kiste ; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  god  and  him-self  it 

wiste! 

167.  He  rist  him  up,  and  long  streigbt  h« 
hir  leyde ; 

For  signe  of  lyf,  for  ou^t  he  can  or 

mi^y. 
Can  he  noon  ftnde  in  no-thing  on  Crt- 

seyde,  n^ 

For  which  his  song  f\il  ofte  is  *■  weyUway ! ' 
But  whan  he  saugh  that  specheles  she 

lay. 
With  sorwfUl  voys,  and  herte  of  blisse  si 

bare. 
He  seyde  how  she  was  firo  this  worid 

y-£Mre! 

168.  So  after  that  he  longe  hadde  hir 
compleyned,  1170       j 

His  hondes  wrong,  and  sejrd^  that  was  to    4-  ^ 

seye,  ^ 

And  with  his  teres  salte  hir  brest  bi> 

reyned. 
He  gan  tho  teres  wypen  of  fal  drcQre, 
And  pitously  gan  for  the  soule  preye, 
And  seyde,  '  O  lord,  that  set  art  in  thy 

trone,  1175 

Bewe  eek  on  me,  for  I  shal  folwe  hir 

sone!* 
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[Boos  IT. 


179.  Whan  they  were  in  hir  bedde,  in 
armes  folde, 

Nought  was  it  lyk  tho  nightes  here-bifom ; 
For  pitooaly  edi  other  gan  biholde,  1249 
Ab  they  that  hadden  al  hir  bliMe  y-lom, 
Biwaylinge  1^  the  day  that  they  were  bom. 
Til  at  the  last  this  sorwftd  wight  Criseyde 
To  Troilus  these  Uke  wordes  seyde : — 

180.  'Lo,  herte  myn,  wel  wot  ye  this/ 
quod  she,  1254 

^  That  if  a  wight  alwey  his  wo  oompleyne. 
And  seketh  nought  how  holpen  for  to  be, 
It  nis  bat  fol3re  and  enorees  of  peyne  ; 
And  sin  that  here  assembled  be  we  tweyne 
To  finde  bote  of  wo  that  we  ben  inne, 
It  were  al  tyme  sone  to  biginne.  ia6o 

181.  I  am  a  womman,  as  fal  wel  ye  woot, 
And  as  I  am  avysed  sodeynly, 

So  wol  I  telle  yow,  whyl  it  is  hoot. 
Me  thinketh  thus,  that  neither  ye  nor  I 
Oaghte  half  this  wo  to  make  skilfhlly.  126$ 
For  there  is  art  y-now  for  to  redresse 
That  yet  is  mis,  and  sleen  this  hevineese. 

182.  Sooth  is,  the  wo,  the  whiohe  that  we 
ben  inne, 

For  onght  I  woot,  for  no-thing  elles  is 
Bat  for  the  caase  that  we  sholden  twinne. 
Ck>nsidered  al,  ther  nis  no-more  amis.  1271 
Bat  what  is  thanne  a  remede  nn-to  this, 
But  that  we  shape  us  sone  for  to  mete  ? 
This  al  and  som,  my  dere  herte  swete. 

188.    Now  that   I  shal  wel    bringen  it 
aboate  1275 

To  come  ayein,  sone  after  that  I  go, 
Ther-of  am  I  no  manor  thing  in  doate. 
For  dredeles,  with-inne  a  wonke  or  two, 
I  shal  ben  here ;  and,  that  it  may  be  so 
By  alle  right,  and  in  a  wordes  fewe,    12S0 
I  shal  yow  wel  an  heep  of  weyes  shewe. 

184.    For  which  I  wol  not  make  long 

sermoun, 
For  tyme  y-lost  may  not  recovered  be ; 
But  I  wol  gon  to  my  conolusioan,        1284 
And  to  the  beste,  in  ought  that  I  can  see. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  for-yeve  it  me 
If  I  speke  ought  ayein  your  hertes  zeste ; 
For  trewely,  I  speke  it  for  the  beste ; 


185.  ICakinge  alwey  a  protestacinnu, 
That  now  these  wordes,  whiche  that  I  shtl 

seye,  ugo 

Nis  but  to  shewe  yow  my  mocioun. 
To  finde  un-to  our  helpe  the  beste  w^; 
And  taketh  it  non  other  wyse,  I  preye. 
For  in  effect  what-«o  ye  me  oomaunde, 
Thai  wol  I  doon,  for  that  ia  no  demaonde. 

186.  Now  herkeneth  this,  ye  ban  ««I 
understonde,  1296 

My  going  graunted  is  by  parlement 
So  ferforth,  that  it  may  not  be  with-stoode 
For  al  this  world,  as  by  my  jugement 
And  sin  ther  helpeth  noon  avysement  1300 
To  letten  it,  lat  it  passe  out  of  minde ; 
And  lat  us  shape  a  bettre  wey  to  finde. 

187.  The  Bothe  is,  that  the  twinninge  of 
us  tweyne 

Wol  us  disese  and  cruelliche  anoye. 
But  him  bihoveth  8om-t3rme  han  a  i^yne, 
That  serveth  love,  if  that  he  wol  have 
joye.  1306 

And  sin  I  shal  no  ferthere  out  of  Troye 
Than  I  may  ryde  ayein  on  half  a  morw% 
It  oughte  lasse  causen  us  to  sorwe.* 

188.  So  as  I  shal  not  so  ben  hid  in  mawe, 
That  day  by  day,  myn  owene  herte  dexe, 
Sin  wel  ye  woot  that  it  is  now  a  truwe, 
Ye  shul  ftil  wel  al  myn  estat  y-here.  1313 
And  er  that  truwe  is  doon,  I  shal  ben  here, 
And  thanne  have  ye  bothe  Antenor  y* 

wonne 
And  me  also ;  beth  glad  now,  if  ye  conne; 

189.  And  thenk  right  thus,  "  Criaeyde  is 
now  agoon,  1317 

But  what !  she  shal  come  hastely  syeyn ;  ^ 
And  whanne,  alias?    by  god,  lo,   right 

anoon, 
Er  dayes  ten,  this  dar  I  saufiy  seyn.    15J0 
And  thanne  at  erste  shul  we  beenso  fi^yn, 
So  as -we  shulle  to-gederes  ever  dwelle. 
That  al  this  world  ne  mighte  our  blisse 

telle. 

190.  I  see  that  ofte,  ther-as  we  ben  now. 
That  for  the  beste,  our  oonseil  for  to  hyde, 
Ye  speke  not  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  t$a6 
In  fburtenight ;  ne  see  yow  go  ne  lyde. 


1 1?.) 


^totfti0  anb  Ctist^ 


«93 


Ifa^T*  not  ten  dajres  thaime  abyde, 
For  mjn  honoiir,  in  awicli  an  aTontnre  ? 
T-«i%  ye  mowenellealyte  endure!     13JO 

I9t  Te  knows  eek  how  that  al  my  kin  is 

here, 
te-if  that  onliche  it  my  fader  be ; 
And  eek  myn  othere  thingee  alle  y-fere, 
And  Dmmeliche,  my  dere  herte,  ye, 
Whom  that  I  nolde  leven  for  to  see    1355 
Foral  this  world,  as  wyd  aa  it  hath  space; 
OrellM,  lee  ich  never  Joves  face ! 

^  Why  trowe  ye  my  fader  in  this  wyse 
Ooretteth  lo  to  see  me,  but  for  drede  1339 
Uit  in  this  toon  that  folkes  me  dispyse 
^-canw  of  him,  for  his  nnhappy  dede  ? 
Wbat  woot  my  fiKler  what  lyf  that  I  lede? 
For  if  he  wiste  in  Troye  how  wel  I  fare, 
ti  neded  for  my  wending  nonght  to  care. 

^  Ye  Men  that  erexy  day  eek,  more 
tDd  more,  1345 

^trete  of  pees ;  and  it  supposed  is,  | 
^men  the  queue  Eleyne  shal  restore,  j 
Asd  Grekes  us  restore  that  is  mis.  I 

^  though  ther  nere  comfort  noon  but  ! 

thii,  1349 

^^  msn  purposen  pees  on  every  syde,  \ 
T«  timy  the  bettre  at  ese  of  herte  abyde.     1 

1^  For  if  that  it  be  pees,  myn  herte 

dere,  | 

^  nstare  of  the  pees  mot  nedes  dryve 
ihttmen  maste  entrecomunen  y-fere, 
Aad  to  and  fro  eek  ryde  and  gon  as  blyve 
Aldagr  u  thikke  as  been  flen  from  an 
hjve;  1356 

And  every  wight  han  libertee  to  bleve 
^W-u  him  list  the  bet,  with-onten  iere. 

^-  And  though  so  be  that  pees  ther  may 

tenoon, 
let  hitler,  though  ther  never  pees  ne 

*ere,  ijOj 

'  n<st«  eome  ;  for  whider  sholde  I  goon. 
Or  how  mischaunce  sholde  I  dwelle  there 
Aiwinn  tho  men  of  armes  ever  in  fen  ? 
«w  which,  as  wisly  god  my  triule  rede, 
I  can  net  seen  wher-of  j-e  sholden  drede. 

'*^  Have  here  another  wey,  if  it  sr^  be 
Ihat  nl  thig  thing  ne  msy  yow  not  siiif>-se. 


My  fader,  as  ye  knowen  wel,  pardee. 

Is  old,  and  elde  is  liil  of  coveityse. 

And  I  right  now  have  founden  al  the 

gyse,  i^?> 

With-oute  net,  wher-with    I    shal  him 

hente; 
And  herkeneth  how,   if  that   ye  wole 

assente. 

197.  Lo,  Troilus,  men  aeyn  that  hard  it  is 
The  wolf  ful,  and  the  wether  ho'/l  Uj  have : 
This  is  to  seyn,  that  men  ful  ofte,  y-wis. 
Hot  spenden  part,  the  remenaunt  for  to 

save.  M7^ 

For  ay  with  gold  men  may  the  hert^^ 

grave 
Of  him  that  set  is  up^m  eoveit>-se  ; 
And  how  I  mene,  I  shal  it  yow  devyie. 

19<3.  The  moeble  which  that  I  have  in 
this  toun  I  V^« 

Un-to  my  fader  shal  I  take,  and  seye, 
That  right  for  trust  anrl  for  mkvmr/u/nn 
It  sent  is  from  a  freend  of  his  or  twe>>. 
The  whiche  freendes  ferventli/:he   hirij 

preye 
To  sendeu  after  m^/re,  and  tltat  in  hy*u 
Whyl  that  this  t/jun  stant  thus  in  jn- 
party  e.  1  '*'/» 

190.     And     that     khiil     t^^^n     ar.     hnK*-. 

qnantit^«, 
ThuA  shal  I  se^-n,  >/at,  l«±at  it  folk  unitylt-.. 
This  may  Ia  s^^nt  by  iio  wjgljt  but  by  nut-. ; 
I  shal  e<rk  shfwfrn  hi/n.  \i  iMit-.n  bitylK,  iy/i 
What  frtiU'ltrn  that  ir.\i  bav<;  ori  *'\fry  nyUt 
Toward  the  c/>urt,  Vt  titum  Xht  wraths 

I<aAe 
Ot'  PriamuJi,   and    'I'^^n    bifn    n^^fwlt   it. 

2f/j.  H^K  what  for  o  thing  an<J  for  *^.Ut-r. 

I  shal  Lirn  lift  «:U*.\*Knu*.f.u  with  rny  mm  wen 
That  right  in  \»h\huh  his  Wfy»\f.  in.  shuJ  hi; 

mtfte !  I «/' 

F'/r  al  \\>\^r\\o.  or  his  t-AhrktM  lawi^, 
Or    cM.U.niix,t(H    avayUth     ii'Aight.    thrw-. 

haw«i  ; 
Desyr  of  g'/M  shal  m*  his  Mffwln  \,ltru'tf 
That,  as  zc^   l>«t.  1  sliai   ^*.l  lunk*:  an 

ende.  1 1/^» 
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20  L  And  if  hs  woMe  oaglit  by  Lb  9ort  it 

prave 
If  that  T  lye,  in  corteyn  I  shal  fcmdA 
Distcvrbpn  him,  uml  plnkko  Eiim  bjr  the 

Makingo   bia  J3ort,   fltid   boreu    hun    on 

hcindfi, 
He  Imth  not  wel  tht»  gvMldes  undontomde. 

Anii,  for  a  etjoth,  th«y  tellen  t«otit7  ]sea. 

202,  £ck  dredo  fond  Brst  goddes,  I  ntp^ 

pis*' I 
Tling   shal  I  Sf?yn,  luid  tliat  lii^  coward 

h(?r*to 
MiidG  hiin  umi^  tbfi  gf)ddw  text  in  iflo^, 
Wlmri  ho  lor  ferdfl  aut  of  his  Dfilphoa 

BtfTti?,  14  It 

And  liut  I  niftlti?  him  soni?  to  convort*^ 
And  doon  my  rood  with-mtiD  a  dny  pt 

tweye, 
I  wr>l  toyow  obli^  mo  to  deye/ 

20(K  And  troweliohd^  n^  writ^^n  wal  I  Biid«, 
Tlmt  nl  this  ihing  wps  apyd  cif  good  en- 

tent"^ ;  1416 

Achd  tli^t  Mr  borta  trG>wi>  wiu  luid  klnde 
Towardesi   hioit   and  opak   ri^ht  tu  she 

mentfl, 
Arid  that  pile  $tarf  for  "wo  neigh,  whan 

Bhft  WiMlto^ 

And  was  in  pnrpos  f<vnr  t^  be  ti^wQ  ;  1420 
Thnji   writ  on    they   tliat    of    hir  w«rk?« 
kncwe, 

a(U.  This  TroUnd,  with  herte  and  ara« 
IL.'i'ii'  ^lL  this  thiiif^ dev^'Sipn  to  and  fm 


Right   s*.!   the   wordes    tbat    the}* 

y-fare 
Delyted  hem,  and  made  hii-  hoites  tl 


206,  But  nAtheles,  the  wendln^f  of  ' 
flf-ydd,  14.^= 

For  al  thia  worM,  may  nni^ht  ont  o|  li_ 

lEUTlde  } 

For  which  fnl  ofte  be  pitooaly  hirprs7*_iP 
That  of  bb"  hMte  li«  might  Mr  Iaiii  ^mi 

flnde.  >*v^ 

And  aeyde  hir^  *  cjcrtes,  ifyoh^  niLkiad^^. 
And  but  ye  come  at  ^y  set  in-to  Troy^st-^ 
Ke  fihol  I  ne^er  havo  hale,  bono^r,  ^^^ 

joye. 

207.  For  id-ao  »ootb  ««  panne  np^iitt  <i« 
morwe, 

And,    god  1    ft*   wisly   thou   ine*   wviCoi 
wrw<h*),  »*-»4 

To  roste  hrifige  mit  nf  thift  er?^el  sorw^v, 
I  wol  niy^elven  ilci*  if  that  ye  drerdbn- 
But  of  my  deetb  tbon^h  iitel  ^  to  rwcl»*i 
Yet„  er  that  ye  nie  r^auw?  »o  to  am«rt«, 
Dwcl  r&ther  here,  myn  ow«ne  Hwcie  bBrt*' 

2Gfk  For  trowely,  Tnyn  owene  hfcdy  d«r&t 
Tho  sli?igbi«a  yet  that  I  htkV9  fa«rd  y^^ 

ftore  145' 

Ftd  fihaply  been  to  fiiilen  aile  y-fatt. 
For  til  us  men  Hyn^  '*  that  oon  thcnkefli 

tho  Itere^ 
But  al  D  not  her  thenk^h  bi^  ledenL*^ 
Your  sire  id  wya,  and  8«yil  la^  crol  of  dffijfi, 
**  Men  nmy  the  wjse  nt-^renne,  and  not  $/t- 

re<le."  (4,^ 


IV.] 
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Ht  dar  no  more  ooma  here  ajein  for 


For  whicli  thftt  wej«,  for  ought  I  can 
Totmcten  on,  nil  bat  a  fantaiQre.        1470 

21 L  Te  thai  eek  Men,  your  fader  shal 

yowgloae 
To  been  a  wyf,  and  as  he  can  wel  preche, 
H«  thai  Msn  Greek  so  preyse  and  wel 

alose. 
That  raviflihen  he   shal  yow  with    his 

ipeehe,  1474 

Or  do  jow  doon  l^  force  as  he  shal  teche. 
And  Troilns,  of  whom  ye  nil  han  ronthe, 
Bhal  csQseles  so  sterven  in  his  tronthe ! 

2li  And  over  al  this,  yonr  fader  shal 

degpyse 
^>  tUe,  and  seyn  this  citee  nis  bat  lorn ; 
Aad  that  th'assoge  never  shal  arjrse,  1480 
^why  the  Orckes  han  it  alle  sworn 
TU  we  be  sla^m,  and  doon  onr  walles  torn. 
-^  thas  he  shal  yoa  with  his  wordes 

fere, 
^t  ay  dre<le  I,  that  ye  wol  bleve  there. 

^^.  Te  ihnl  eek  seen  so  many  a  lusty 
knifpht  1485 

A'QMmg  the  Grekes,  fal  of  worthinesse, 
^d  eche  of  hem  with  herte,  wit,  and 

miffht 
^0  plesen  yow  don  al  his  besinesse, 
That  ye  shal  dallen  of  the  rndenesse 
Of  us  sely  Trojanes,  bnt-if  ronthe        1490 
^emorde  jrow,  or  vertae  of  your  t ronthe. 

21  i  And  this  to  me  so  grevons  is  to 

thinke, 
That  fro  my  brcst  it  wol  my  sonle  rende ; 
Xe  dredeles,  in  me  ther  may  not  sinke 
A  good  opinionn,  if  that  ye  wende  ;    i4f;5 
For-why  yoar  faderes   sleighte  wol    as 

shendn. 
And  if  ye  goon,  as  I  havp  told  yow  yore, 
So  thenk  I  nam  bat  deed,  with-oute  more. 

215.  For  which,  with  hnmble,  trowe,  and 
piions  herte,  141,9 

A  thousand  tymes  mercy  I  yow  preyo  ; 
So  reweth  on  myn  aspre  pejmes  smertc. 


And  doth  somwhat,  as  that  I  shal  yow 

seye. 
And  lat  as  stele  away  bitwise  as  tweye  ; 
And  thenk  that  folye  is,  whan  man  may 

chese,  1504 

For  accident  his  snbstannce  ay  to  lese. 

216.  I  mene  this,  that  sin  we  mowe  er 
day 

Wel  stele  away,  and  been  to-gider  so. 
What  wit  were  it  to  patten  in  assay, 
In  cas  ye  sholden  to  yoar  fader  go. 
If  that  ye  mighte  come  ayein  or  no  ?  1510 
Thas  mene  I,  that  it  were  a  gret  folye 
To  pntte  that  sikemesse  in  japartye. 

217.  And  volgnrly  to  speken  of  snbstaance 
Of  tresour,  may  wo  bothe  with  as  lede 
T-noagh  to  live  in  honoar  and  plesaance, 
Til  in-to  tymo  that  we  shal  ben  dede  ; 
And    thas   we    may   eschewen    al    this 

drede. 
For  everich  other  wey  ye  can  recorde, 
Myn    herte,  3'-wiji,   may  not    thcr-with 

acorde.  1519 

218.  And  hardily,  n«  drcdeth  no  poverte, 
For  I  have  kin  and  freendes  elles-whcre 
That,  thoagh  we  comen  in  our  bare  slierte, 
Us  sholde  neither  lakke  g«>ld  nc  gcro. 
Bat  been  honoared   whyl    we    dwelten 

there.  1524 

And  gf*  we  anoon,  for,  as  in  myn  entente. 
This  is  the  beste,  if  that  ye  wole  assentc. ' 

219.  Criseyde,  with  a  syk,  right  in  this 
wyso  15/7 

Answcrdo,  *  y-wis,  my  dero  herte  trewe. 
We  may  wel  stole  away,  as  ye  devyse, 
And  ilnde  swiohe  anthrifty  weyM  newe ; 
Bnt  afterward,  fnl  sore  it  wol  as  re  wo. 
And  help  me  god  so  at  my  moste  neile 
As  caaseles  ye  saffren  al  this  drede! 

220.  For  thilke  day  that  I  for  chorisshinge 
Or  drwlo  of  fndor,  or  of  otlior  wight,  15.^"? 
Or  for  cstat,  del3rt,  or  for  weddingo 

Be  fals  to  yow,  my  Trr»ilus,  my  knight. 
Satumos  doughtor,   Juno,   thoragh  hir 

might. 
As  wood  as  Athamanto  do  mo  dwelle 
Etomaly  in  Stix,  the  put  of  hclle  \      1540 


2g6 
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221,  And  this  on  erery  god  celestial 

I  Bwere  it  yow,  and  eek  on  eohe  goddease, 
On  every  Nymphe  and  deite  infernal, 
On  Satiiy  and  Fanny  more  and  lease, 
Diat  halve  goddes  been  of  wildemesee ; 
And  Attropotf  my  thread  of  lyf  to-breste 
If  I  be  fals ;  now  trowe  me  if  thow  leete  ! 

222.  And  thon,  Simoys,  that  aa  an  arwe 
clere  1548 

Thomgh  T«>ye  renneat  ay  downward  to 

the  see, 
Ber  witnease  of  this  word  that  aeyd  la 

here,  1550 

That  thilke  day  that  ioh  nntrewe  be 
To  Troilna,  msm  owene  herte  free, 
That  thon  retome  bakwarde  to  thy  welle, 
And  I  with  body  and  aonleainke  in  helle! 

228.  Bnt  that  ye  apeke,  awey  thna  for 

to  go  1555 

And  leten  alle  yonr  fireendea,  god  for- 

bede, 
For  any  womman,  that  ye  aholden  ao, 
And  namely,  ain  Tn^e  hath  now  awioh 

nede 
Of  help ;  and  eek  of  o  thing  taketh  hede, 
If  this  were  wist,  my  lif  laye  in  balannce, 
And  yonr  honour ;  god  ahilde  ns  fro  mis- 

cdiannce !  1561 

224.  Andif  aobethatpeeaher-aftertake, 
As  alday  happeth,  after  anger,  game, 
Why,  lord !  the  sorwe  and  wo  ye  wolden 

make,  1564 

That  ye  ne  derate  come  ayein  for  ahame  ! 
And  er  that  ye  jnparten  so  yonr  name, 
Beth  nonght  to  haaty  in  thia  hote  fare  ; 
For  hasty  man  ne  wanteth  never  care. 

225.  What  trowe  ye  the  pepla  eek  al 
abonte  1569 

Wolde  of  it  aeye  ?  It  ia  fhl  light  to  arede. 
They  wolden  aeye,  and  awere  it,  ont  of 

donte. 
That  love  ne  droof  yow  nonght  to  doon 

thisdede, 
Bnt  lust  volnptnons  and  coward  drede. 
Thus  wore  al  lost,  y-wis,  myn  herte  dere, 
Yonr  honour,  which  that  nowahsmeth  ao 

clere,  1575 


226.  And  alao  thenketh  on  myn  h<Hie8tee, 
That  floureth  yet,  how  fonle  I  aholde  it 

ahende. 
And  with  what  ftlthe  it  apotted  aholde  be, 
If  in  thia  forme  I  aholde  with  yow  wenda 
Ne  though  I  livedo  nn-to  the  wcNrldn 

ende,  1580 

My    name   aholde   I   never  ayeinwud 

winne; 
Thns  were  I  lost,  and  that  were  roathe 

and  ainne. 

227.  And  for-thy  alee  with  reson  al  this 
hete; 

Men  aeyn,  "the  anffirannt  overoomeUi," 

pardee; 
Eek  "  who-so  wol  han  leef,  he  leef  mot 

lete;"  1585 

Thns  maketh  vertne  of  neoessitee 
By  pacience,  and  thenk  that  lord  is  he 
Of  fortune  ay,  that  non^t  wol  of  hir 

recche; 
And  she  ne  daunteth  no  wight  bat  a 

wreoohe. 

228.  And  tmsteth  this,  that  certea,  herte 
awete,  1590 

Er  Phebns  snster,  Locina  the  shene, 
The  Leonn  passe  ont  of  this  Ariete, 
I  wol  ben  here,  with-onten  any  wene. 
I  mene,  as  helpe  me  Jnno,  heveneaqnenei 
The  tenthe  day,  bnt-if  that  deeth  me 
assayle,  i^ 

I  wol  yow  seen,  with-onten  any  £iyle.' 

229.  *And  now,  so  this  be  sooth,*  qaod 
Troilns, 

*  I  shal  wel  snf&e  nn-to  the  tenthe  d^, 
Sin  that  I  see  that  nede  it  nioot  be  thm. 
But,  for  the  love  of  god,  if  it  be  may,  1600 
So  lat  ns  stele  prively  awi^ ; 

For  ever  in  oon,  as  for  to  live  in  reste, 
Myn  herte  seyth  that  it  wol  been  the 
beste.' 

280.  *  O  me«^,  god,  what  lyf  is  HdaV 
quod  she ;  1604 

*  Alias,  ye  slee  me  thus  for  verray  tene ! 
I  see  wel  now  that  ye  mistmsten  me ; 
For  by  your  wordes  it  is  wel  y-aene. 
Now,  for  the  love  of  Qynthia  the  ahene, 
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Mistrust  me  not  thus  oanaeles,  for  itmthe ; 

Sin  to  be  ^rewe  I  have  yow  plight  my 

tronthe.  1610 

231.  And  tbenketh  wel,  that  som  tyme  it 

iiwit 
To  ipende  a  tyme,  a  tyme  for  to  wixme ; 
Ke,  pordee,  lorn  am  I  nonght  fto  yow  yit, 
Though   that    we    been    a    day  or  two 

a-twinna 
Dryfoatthefiuita^yetyowwith-inne;  1615 
And  tmsteth  me,  and  leveth  eek  your 

■orwe, 
Or  here  my  tronthe,  I  wol  not  live  til 

morwe. 

282.  For  if  ye  wiste  how  oore  it  doth  me 

smerte, 
Te  wolde  cease  of  this ;  for  god,    then 

woet, 
The  pfore  spirit  wepeth  in  mjmherte,  t6ao 
To  see  yow  wepen  that  I  love  most. 
And  that  I  moot  gon  to  the  Grekes  ost 
Ye,  nere  it  that  I  wiste  remedye 
To  come  syein,  right  here  I  wolde  dye ! 

238.  Bat  certes,  I  am  not  so  nyce  a  wight 
Thst  I  ne  can  imaginen  a  way  1626 

To  come  ayein  that  day  that  I  hare  bight. 
IVv  who  may  holde  thing  that  wol  a-way  ? 
My  filler  nought,  for  al  his  qneynte  pley. 
And  by  my  thrift,  my  wending  out  of 
Troye  1630 

Another  day  shal  tome  us  alle  to  joye. 

284.  F6r-thy,  with  al  myn  herte  I  yow 
beseke. 

If  thst  yow  list  don  ooght  for  my  preyere. 
And  for  the  love  which  that  I  love  yow 

eke, 
That  er  that  I  departe  firo  yow  here,    1635 
Thsl  of  so  good  a  comfort  and  a  chore 
I  may  yon  seen,  that  ye  may  bringe  at 

reste 
Myn  herte,  which  that  is  at  point  to 

hreste. 

285.  And  over  al  this,  I  pray  yow,*  quod 
the  tho,  1639 

'  Myn  owene  hertes  soothfast  soffisannce, 
Sin  I  am  thyn  al  hool,  with-onten  mo, 
That  whyl  that  I  am  absent,  no  plesannce 


Of  othere  do  me  tro  yoor  remembrannoe. 
For  I  am  ever  a-gast,  for-why  men  rede, 
That  "  love  is  thing  ay  taX  of  bisy  drede.** 

286.  For  in  this  world  ther  liveth  lady 
noon,  1646 

If  that  ye  were  nntrewe,  as  god  defende ! 
That  so  bitraysed  were  or  wo  bigoon 
As  I,  that  alle  tronthe  in  3row  entende. 
And  donteles,  if  that  ich  other  wende, 
I  nere  bnt  deed  ;  and  er  ye  oanse  finde. 
For  goddes  love,  so  both   me  not   nn- 
kinde.' 

287.  To  this  answerde  Troilns  and  seyde, 
*Now  god,  to  whom  ther  nis  no  cause 

y-wrye,  1654 

Me  glade,  as  wis  I  never  nn-to  Criseyde, 
Sin  thilke  day  I  saw  hir  first  with  yS, 
Was  fals,  ne  never  shal  til  that  I  dye. 
At  shorte  wordes,  wel  ye  may  me  leve ; 
I  can  no  more,  it  shal  be  founde  at  prove.* 

288.  *  Graunt  mercy,  goode  mjm,  y-wis,* 
quod  she,  1660 

*  And  blisfal  Venus  lat  me  never  sterve 
Er  I  may  stonde  of  plesannce  in  degree 
To  qnjde  him  wel,  that  so  wel  can  deserve; 
And  whyl  that  god  my  wit  wol  me  con- 
serve, 
I  shal  so  doon,  so  trewe  I  have  yow 
founde,  1665 

That  ay  honour  to  me-ward  shal  rebonnde. 

2S9.  For  trusteth  wel,  that  your  estat 

ro3ral 
Ne  veyn  delyt,  nor  only  worth  inesse 
Of  yow  in  werre,  or  tomey  marcial,  1669 
Ne  pompe,  array,  nobley,  or  eek  richesse, 
Ne  made  me  to  rewe  on  your  distresse ; 
But  moral  vertue,  grounded  upon  tronthe, 
That  was  the  cause  I  first  hadde  on  yow 

routhe! 

240.  Eek  gentil  herte  and  manhod  that  ye 

hadde. 
And  that  ye  hadde,  as  me  thoughte,  in 

deepyt  1675 

Every  thing  that  souned  in-to  hadde, 
As  rudenesse  and  poeplish  appetyt ; 
And  that  your  reeon  brydled  your  delyt, 
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This  made,  aboyen  every  creature, 
That  I  was  your,  and  shal,  whyl  I  may 
dure.  1680 

241.  And  this  may  lengthe  of  yeres  not 
for-do, 

Ke  remnable  fortune  de&ce ; 
Bat  Jnppiter,  that  of  his  might  may  do 
The  sorwful  to  be  glad,  so  yeve  ns  grace, 
Er  nightes  ten,  to  meten  in  this  place, 
80  that  it  may  your  herte  and  mjn  saf- 

fyse;  1686 

And  fihreth  now  wel,  for  tyme  is  that  ye 

lyse.' 

242.  And  after  that  they  longe  y-pl^yned 
hadde, 

And  ofte  y-kist  and  streite  in  armes  folde, 

The   day   gan   zyse,    and   Troilns   him 

cladde,  1690 


And  rewfalliohe  his  lady  gan  hiholde, 
As  he  that  felte  dethes  cares  oolde. 
And  tohirgraceheganhimreoomaimde; 
Wher  him  was  wo,  this  holde  I  no  de> 
mannde.  1694 

248.  For  mannes  heed  imaginen  ne  can, 
Ne    entendement   oonsidere,    ne    tonge 

teUe 
The  cruel  peynes  of  this  sorwftil  man, 
That    passen    erexy    torment    doun  in 

helle.  169S 

For  whan  he  sangh  that  she  ne  mighta 

dwelle, 
Which  that  his  soule  out  of  his  hert« 

rente, 
With-outen  more,  out  of  the  chaumbn 

he  wente.  i;oi 

Explicit  Lib«r  QuartBs, 
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Indpit  Liber  Quintna. 

1.  Aprochen  gan  the  fatal  destinee 
That  Joves  hath  in  disposicioun, 

And  to  yow,  angry  Paroas,  snstren  three, 
Committeth,  to  don  execucioun ; 
For  which  Criseyde  moste  out   of  the 
toun,  5 

And  Troilus  shal  dwelle  forth  in  pyne 
Til  T<aoheeis  his  threed  no  lenger  twyne. — 

2.  The  golden-tressed  Fhebus  beighe  on- 

lofte 
Thryes  hadde  alle  with  his  hemes  shene 
The  snowes  molte,and  Zephirus  as  ofte  10 
T-brought  ayein  tiie  tendre  leves  grene. 
Sin  that  the  sone  of  Eouba  the  queue 
Bigan  to  love  hir  first,  for  whom  his  sorwe 
Was  al,  that  she  departe  sholde  a-morwe. 

8.  Ful  redy  was  at  pryme  Byomede,       15 
Crisejrde  un-to  the  Grekes  ost  to  lede. 
For  sorwe  of  which  she   felte  hir  herte 

blede, 
As  she  that  niste  what  was  beet  to  rede. 
And  trewely,  as  men  in  bokes  rede, 


Men  wiste  never  womman  ban  the  care,  JO 
Ke  was  so  looth  out  of  a  toun  to  fare. 

4.  This  Troilus,  with-outen  reed  or  lore, 
As  man  that  hath  his  joyes  eek  forlore, 
Was  waytinge  on  his  lady  ever-more 

As  she  that  was  the  sooth&st  crop  and 
more  »5 

Of  al  his  lust,  or  joyes  here-tofore. 

But  Troilus,  now  &rewel  id  thy  joye, 

For  shaltow  never  seen  hir  eft  in 
Trpyel 

5.  Soth  is,  that  whyl  he  hood  in  this 

manere, 
He  gan  his  wo  ftd  manly  for  to  hyde,    30 
That  wel  unnethe  it  seen  was  in  bit 

ohere; 
But  at  the  yate  ther  she  sh(dde  oute 

lyde 
With  oerteyn  folk,  he  hoved  hir  t'abyd^ 
So  wo  bigoon,  al  wolde  he  nought  him 

pleyne. 
That  on  liis  hors  unnethe  he  sat   for 

peyne.  35 
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6.  For  in  he  qosok.  m  cu  Us  ben* 

'^^luuK  DioBBcde  «a  kone  pn  him  drcMHL 
And  wjde  on-to  him-aelf  tUi  ilkc  » v«^ 
'Alias,*  quod  hct,  *  thus  Ibul  s  wreedbcd. 

Why  soffipe  ich  it,  vhj  nil  ieh  is  n- 


Were  it  not  het  st  ones  for  to  dj« 

^"luui  erttr-more  in  IsncoorthnstodxT*? 

7-  Why  nil  I  mako  at  cnos  riehe  ac4 

pore 
To  hare  j-non^  to  dona,  er  thai  thtt  go  f 
Why  nil  I  bringeal  Trope  upon  a  ton?  45 
^^y  nil  I  sleen  this  Dkxnede  also  ? 
Why  nil  I  Taiher  with  a  man  or  tvo 
Stelo  hir  a-way  ?   Why  wol  I  this  ccdcre  ? 
^Vliy  nil  I  helpen  to  myn  owens  core  ?  * 

^  Bnt  why  he  nolde  doon  so  fel  a  dcde. 
^^t  ehal  I  seyn,  and  why  him  liste  it 

spare:  51 

^  hadde  in  hert«  alw«j  a  maner  dx«de, 
^«st  that  Criseyde.  in  rumour  of  this  fare, 
^olde  han  ben  sl^yn ;  lo.  this  was  al  his 

care, 
^d  elles,  cert^yn,  as  I  seyde  yore,        55 
Re  hadde    it   doon,  with-outen  wordcs 

more.  I 

"•  Criseyde,  whan  she  redy  was  to  fyde. 
^  sorwfully    she    sighte,    and    seyde 

^sllas!* 
^  forth  she  moot,  for  ought  that  may 

hityde, 
Aad  fwth  she  rit  ful  sorwftally  a  pas.    60 
Her  nis  non  other  remedie  in  this  eas. 
^hat  wonder  is  thou^^  that  hir  sore 

nocrte,  j 

Whan  ifae  forgoth  hir  owene  swcte  herte  ? 

10.  This  Troilus,  in  wyse  of  curteisye, 
With  hanke  on  bond,  and  with  an  huge 
rrmte  65 

Of  knlghtes,  rood  and  dide  hir  companyet  ' 
^ssinge  al  the  Taley  fer  with-oute.  | 

And  fierther    wolde   han   riden,  out  of 

doute,  I 

Ful  Okyn,  and  wo  was  him  to  goon  so  . 
sone;  { 

Bnt  tome  he  moste,  and  it  was  eek  to 

70 


11.  Aii   r-xis  wtii  tias  wae  A=.ucr.Y 

y-ci-Ci* 
Ocz  -li  -1*  Gr^kfif  :«.  az.i  *T*ry  wi^i 

JLz.i  Tr  Ci-z3.  &I  ^*rt  Lis  h«r»  li^i. 

H*  piiT=rJ-i  ii=.  w^-ii  al  ii»  iaiit  irig^.t  75 

Ei=.  to   wri-i-ilii    :€  v«;cz^   ax    th* 

:«SK. 
Ari  Ar.:T=.<?  L«  hisc«.  a=.i  =a>i*  fese. 

li.  A=.I  TL€r-wiih«:  Le  xs^ska  his  :«iy 

tak«. 
A=>  i  cAft^  Lis  eye  cpoc  Lir  f  it^^cslj. 
.\z:  i  ::e^r  L«  roc*!,  his  casae  t-.-r  t*.*  r.ahe. 
T>  takv  Lir  It  The  hocde  al  frflrtly.       61 
Az.  i  I-  rl :  so  she  gan  w«pen  t^curvly ! 
An-i  he  fol  soAe  and  sleighly  gan  hir 

f^y*, 
*  X'i'W  h*.*M  ycMir  d^.  and  dooch  me  noc  to 

dey*,* 

13.  With  that    his   conzser   tomed    he 
a-boute  85 

With  face  pale,  and  un-to  Diomede 
No  word  he  spak.  ne  noon  of  al  his  route : 
Of  which  the  sroie  of  Trdeus  took  hede. 
As  he  that  c<»ude  more  than  the  civile 
In  swich  a  craft,  and  by  the  reyne  hir 
hente :  90 

And  Tmilns  to  Troye  homwazde  he  wente. 

11.  This  Diomede,  that  ladde  hir  by  the 

hrydel. 
Whan  that   he  saw  the  folk   of  Troye 

aweye, 
Thouirhte.  *al  my  labour  shal  not  been 

vn  ydel. 
If  that  I  may,  for  somwhat  shal  I  seye.  95 
For  at  the  worsts  it  may  yet  shorte  our 

weye. 
I  have  herd  seyd,  eek  tymes  tw>'?s  twel\*e« 
**  He    is   a   ftH>l  that  wol   for-yete  him- 

eelve."* 

15.  But  natheles  this  thoughts  ho  wel 

JTlOUgh, 

*That  certaynl.v  I  am  aboute  nought     100 
If  that  I  speke  of  love,  or  make  it  tough ; 
For  douteles,  if  she  ha\*e  in  hir  thought 
Him    that    I    gesee,    he    may  not  Itccn 
y-brought 
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So  tone  awey ;  bat  I  shal  flnde  a  mene, 
That  she  not  wite  as  yet  shal  what  I 
mene.'  105 

16.  This  Diomede,  as  he  that  ooade  his 
good, 

Whan  this  was  doon,  gan  itdlen  forth  in 

speche 
Of  this  and  that,  and  asked  why  she 

stood 
In  swich  disese,  and  gan  hir  eek  biseohe, 
That  if  that  he  enorese  mighte  or  eohe  1 10 
With  any  thing  hir  ese,  that  she  sholde 
Comannde  it  him,  and  seyde  he  doon  it 

wolde. 

17.  Fortrewely  heswoorhir^asakni^t, 
That   ther  nas  thing  with  whiohe  he 

mighte  hir  plese. 
That  he  nolde  doon  his  peyne  and  al  his 

might  115 

To  doon  it,  for  to  doon  hir  herte  an  ese. 
And  preyede  hir,  she  wolde  hir  sorwe 


And  seyde,  *y-wis,  wo  Grekes  con  hare 

joye 
To  hononren  yow,  as  wel  as  folk  of  Troye.* 

18.  He  S03rde    eek    thus,    'I   woot,  yow 
thinketh  strannge,  lao 

No  wonder  is,  for  it  is  to  yow  newe, 
Th'aqneintannoe    of   these    Trojanes   to 

channge. 
For  folk  of  Greoe,  that  ye  nerer  knewe. 
Bat  wolde  never  god  bat-if  as  trewe 
A  Greek  ye  shalde  among  as  alle  finde  125 
As  any  Trojan  is,  and  eek  as  kinde. 

19.  And  by  the  canse  I  swoor  yow  right, 
lo,  now, 

To  been  yoar  freend,  and  helply,  to  my 

might. 
And  for  that  more  acqaeintannce  eek  of 

yow 
Have  ich  had  than  another  straonger 

wight,  130 

So  fro  this  forth  I  pray  yow,  day  and 

night, 
Comaondeth  me,  how  sore  that  me  smerte, 
To  doon  al  that  may  lyke  nn-to  yoor 

herte; 


90.  And  that  ye  me  wolde  as  yoor  faxoyur 

trete. 
And  taketh  not  my  frendship  in  despyt; 
And  though  yoar  sorwes  be  for  thinget 

grete,  136 

Noot  I  not  why,  bat  oat  of  more  respyt, 
ICyn  herte  hath  for  to  amende  it  giMt 

delyt. 
And  if  I  may  yoar  harmes  not  rediosw, 
I  am  right  sory  for  yoor  hevinesse.      140 

21.  And    thongh    ye    Trojans   with   m 
Grekes  wrothe 

Han  many  a  day  be,  alw^  yet,  pardee, 

0  god  of  love  in  sooth  we  serven  bothe. 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  my  lady  free, 
Whom  so  ye  hate,  as  both  not  wroth  with 

me.  145 

For  trewely,  ther   can    no  wight  yow 

serve. 
That  half  so  looth  yoar  wraththe  wolik 

deserve. 

22.  And  nere  it  that  we  been  so  neigh  the 
tente 

Of  Calkas,  which   that    seen   as  bothe 
may, 

1  wolde  of  this  yow  telle  al  myn  entente ; 
Bat  this  enseled  tU  another  day.  151 
Teve  me  yoar  bond,  I  am,  and  shal  ben 

ay» 

God  help  me  so,  whyl  that  my  lyf  maj 

dare, 
Toar  owene  aboven  every  creatare. 

28.  Thas  seyde  I  never  er  now  to  womman 
bom ;  155 

For  god  myn  herte  as  wisly  glade  so, 
I  lovede  never  womman  here-bifom 
As  paramoors,  ne  never  shal  no  ma 
And,  for  the  love  of  god,  both  not  my  fo ; 
Al  can  I  not  to  yow,  my  lady  dere,       160 
Compleyne  aright,  for  I  am  yet  to  lere. 

24.  And  wondreth  not,  myn  owene  lady 

bright, 
Thongh  that  I  speke  of  love  to  yoa  thus 

blyve; 
For  I  have  herd  or  this  of  many  a  wight, 
Hath  loved    thing  he  never  saagh  his 

lyve.  1^ 

Eek  I  am  not  of  power  for  to  stiyvs 
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Aynu  the  god  of  love,  bat  him  obeye 
I  wol  alwfliyf  and  meroy  I  yow  preye. 

25.  Ther  been  so  worthy  knightes  in  this 
place,  169 

And  ye  so  fair,  that  everioh  of  hem  alle 
Wol  peynen  him  to  stonden  in  yonr  grace. 
Bat  mighte  me  so  fair  a  grace  fiedle, 
That  ye  me  for  your  serraont  wolde  calle, 
So  lowly  ne  so  trewely  yon  serve 
Nilnoonofhem,a8l8hal,till8terve.'  175 

26.  Criseide  nn-to  that  pnrpos  lyte  an- 
swerde, 

As  the  that  was  with  sorwe  oppressed  so 
That,  in  effect,  she  nought  his  tales  herde, 
Bat  here  and  there,  now  here  a  word  or 

twa 
ffir  thonghte  hir   sorwfiil   herte    brast 

a-two.  180 

For  whan  she  gan  hir  fader  fer  aspye, 
Wei  neigh  donn  of  hir  hors  she  gan  to 

sye. 

27.  Bat  natheles  she  thonked  Diomede 
Of  si  his  travaile,  and  his  goode  chore, 
And  that  him  liste  liis  friendship  hir  to 

bede;  18$ 

And  she  accepteth  it  in  good  manere, 
And  wolde  do  fie^yn  that  is  him  leef  and 

dere; 
And  tmsten  him  she  wolde,  and  wel  she 

mighte, 
As  seyde  she,  and    from   hir  hors  she 

alig^te. 

28l  Hir  fader  hath  hir  in  his  armes  nome, 

And  twcynty  ^yme  he  kista  hia  d«»nghter 
swete^  191 

And  scyde,  *  O  dere  donghter  myn,  wel- 
come!' 

She  s^yde  eek,  she  was  fiayn  with  him  to 
mete, 

And  stood  forth  mewet,  mildS,  and  man- 
saete. 

Bat  here  I  leve  hir  with  hir  fader  dwelle, 

And  forth  I  wol  of  Troilns  yow  telle.     196 

29.  To  Troye  is  come  this  wofol  Troilns, 
In  sorwe  aboven  alle  sorwes  smerte. 
With  felon  look,  and  fSftce  dispitons. 


Tho   sodeinly   donn   £rom   his  hors  he 

sterte,  aoo 

And  thomgh  his  paleys,  with  a  swollen 

herte. 
To  chamlnre  he  wente ;  of  no-thing  took 

hehede, 
Ne  noon  to  him  dar  speke  a  word  for 

drede. 

80.  And  there  his  sorwes  that  he  spared 
hadde 

He  yaf  an  issue  laige,  and  *  deeth  ! '  he 
cryde ;  305 

And  in  his  throwes  f^renetyk  and  madde 
He  cursed  Jove,  Appollo,  and  eek  Cupyde, 
He  cursed  Ceres,  Bacus,  and  Cipiyde, 
His  burthe,  him-self,  his  fate,  and  eek 

nature, 
And,  save  his  lady,  every  creature.       sio 

81.  To  bedde  he  goth,  and  weyleth  there 
andtometh 

In  inrie,  as  dooth  he,  Ixion,  in  helle ; 
And  in  this  wyse  he  neigh  til  day  so- 

jometh. 
But  tho  bigan  his  herte  a  lyte  nnswelle 
Thomgh  teres  which  that  gonnen  np  to 

welle;  315 

And  pitously  he  cryde  up-on  Criseyde, 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  he  spak,  and 

seyde: — 

82.  *  Wher  is  myn  owene  lady  lief  and 
dere, 

Wher  is   hir  whyte   brest,   wher   is  it, 

where? 
Wher  been  hir  armes  and  hir  eyen  clere, 
That   yesternight   this   tyme    with    me 

were  ?  «i 

Now  may  I  wepe  allone  many  a  tore. 
And  graspe  aboute  I  may,  but  in  this 

place. 
Save  a  pilowe,  I  finde  nought  t'enbrace. 

88.  How  shal  I  do  ?    Whan  shal  she  com 
ayeyn  ?  33$ 

I  noot,  alias  !  why  leet  ich  hir  to  go  ? 
As  wolde  god,  ich  hadde  as  tho  be  sleyn ! 
O  herte  myn,  Criseyde,  O  swete  fo ! 
O  lady  myn,  that  I  love  and  no  mo !     429 
To  whom  for  ever>mo  myn  herte  I  dowe ; 
See  how  I  deye,  ye  nil  me  not  rescowe ! 
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84.  Who  leeth  3row  now,  my  righte  lode- 
sterre? 

Who  git  right  now   or    slant    in    your 

presence  ? 
Who  can    conforten    now   yonr    hertes 

werre? 
Now  I  am  gon,  whom  yeve  y©  audience  ? 
Who  speketh  for  me  right  now  in  myn 

absence  ?  236 

Alias,  no  wight ;  and  that  is  al  my  care ; 
For  wel  wot  I,  as  yvel  as  I  ye  fare. 

85.  How  shnlde    I   thus   ten  dayee  fhl 
endore. 

Whan  I  the  ftrste    night   have  al  this 

tene  ?  240 

How  shal  she  doon  eek,  sorwfnl  creature? 

For  tendemesse,  how  shal  she  this  sus- 


Swich  wo  for  me?    O  pitous,  pale,  and 

grene 
Shal  been  your  fresshe  wommanliche  face 
For   langour,    er   ye    tome    un-to    this 

place.*  245 

86.  And  whan  he  fil  in  any  slomeringes, 
Anoon  biginne  he  sholde  for  to  grone, 
And  dremen  of  the  dredfVdleste  thinges 
That  mighte  been;    as,  mete    he    were 

allone 
In  place  horrible,  makinge  ay  his  mone, 
Or  meten  that  he  was  amonges  alle      251 
His  enemys,  and  in  Mr  hondes  falle. 

87.  And   ther-with-al    his   body   sholde 
sterte. 

And  with  the  stert  al  sodeinliche  awake, 
And  swich  a  tremour  fele    aboute    his 

herte,  355 

That  of  the  feer  his  body  sholde  quake  ; 
And    there-with-al    he    sholde    a  noyse 

make, 
And  seme  as  though  he  sholde  falle  depe 
From  heighe  »-lofte ;  and  than  he  wolde 

wepe, 

88.  And  rewen  on  him-self  00  pitously,  260 
That  wonder  was  to  here  his  fiuita^ye. 
Another  tyme  he  sholde  mightily 
Conforte  him-self,  and  seyn  it  was  folye. 
So  causeles  swioh  drede  for  to  dry  e, 


And  eft  biginne  his  aspre  sorwes  newe, 
That  every  man  mi^te  on  his  aorwet 
rewe.  266 

89.  Who  oonde  telle  aright  or  fUl  dis- 

oiyve 
His  wo,  his  pleynte,  his  langour,  and  hif 

pyne? 
Nought  al  the  men  that  han  or  been  on- 

lyve. 
Thou,   redere,    mayst   thy-self    fbl  wd 

devjme  ajo 

That  swioh  a  wo  my  wit  can  not  defyns. 
On  ydel  for  to  wryte  it  sholde  I  swinke, 
Whan  that  my  wit  is  wery  it  to  thinke. 

40.  On  hevene  yet  the  sterres  were  sene, 
Al-though    foX    pale    y-waxen    was  the 

mone ;  27$ 

And  whyten  gan  the  orisonte  shene 
Al  estward,  as  it  woned  is  to  done. 
And  Phebus  with  his  rosy  carte  sone 
Gan  after  that  to  dresse  him  up  to  fare. 
Whan  TroUus  hath  sent  after  Fkndare. 

41.  This  Pandaie,  that  of  al  the  day 
bifom  281 

Ne  mighte  have  comen  Troilos  to  see, 
Al-though  he  on  his  heed  it  hadde  y-«woni, 
For  with  the  king  Piyam  alday  was  he, 
80  that  it  lay  not  in  his  libertee  285 

No-wher  to  gon,  but  on  the  morwe  he 

wente 
To  Troilus,  whan  that  he  for  him  sente. 

42.  For  in  his  herte  he  ooude  wel  devyne, 
That  Troilus  al  night  for  sorwe  wook ; 
And  tiiat  he  wolde  telle  him  of  his  pyne. 
This  knew  he  wel   y-nough,  with-oute 

book.  291 

For  which  to  chaumbre  streight  the  wey 

he  took. 
And  Troilus  tho  sobrellche  he  grette, 
And  on  the  bed  ful  sone  he  gan  him  sette. 

48.  *My  Pandarus,'  quod  TroUns,  *the 
sorwe  S95 

Which  that  I  diye,  I  may  not  looge 
endure. 

I  trowe  I  shal  not  liven  til  to-morwe  ; 

For  whiche  I  wolde  alwey,  on  aventuze, 

To  thee  devysen  of  my  sepolture 
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The  forme,  and  of  mj  moeble  thou  dis- 
pone 300 
Bi^ht  as  thee  aemeth  heat  is  for  to  done. 

44.  Bat  of  the  fyr  and  flanmbe  fnneral 
In  whiche  my  body  brenne  ahal  to  glede, 
And  of  the  feste  and  pleyea  paleatral    304 
At  my  Tigile,  I  pray  ihee  take  good  hedo 
That  al  be  vrel ;  and  offire  Mars  my  stede, 
Vy  swerd,  myn  helm,  and,  leve  brother 

dere, 
Hy  iheld    to    Pallas  yef,  that  shyneth 

clcre. 

i*\  The  pond  re  in  which  myn  herto  y- 

brend  shal  tome, 
That  preyo  I  thee  thon  take  and  it  con- 

•er\*e  3>o 

In  a  VMsel,  that  men  clepeth  an  nme, 
Of  gold,  and  to  my  lady  that  I  serve, 
for  love  of  whom  thns  pitously  I  sterve, 
So  yere  it  hir,  and  do  me  this  plesannco, 
To  preye  hir  kepe  it  for  a  remembraonce. 

46w  For  wel  I  fele,  by  my  maladye,        316 
And  hy  my  dremes  now  and  yore  ago, 
Al  ceneinly,  that  I  mot  nedes  dye. 
The  owlt*  eek,  which  that  hight  Ascaphilo, 
Hath  after  me  shright  alle  thise  nightes 

two.  320 

^nd,  god  Mcrcnrio!  of  me  now,  wofnl 

irpecche. 
The  9inx\e  g>-de,  and,  whan  thee  list,  it 

feccho  I  * 

*".  Pluidareanswerde,andReydo, 'Troilus, 
Hy  dere  frecnd,  as  I  have  told  thee  yore, 
That  it  is  folye  for  to  sorwen  thns,        $25 
^  csoseles,  for  whiche  I  can  no-more, 
^t  vho-«o  wol  not  trowen  reed  ne  lore, 
I  (an  not  seen  in  him  no  remedye, 
^  lete  him  worthen  with  his  fantasye. 

*^  But  Troilns,  I  pray  thee  tel  me  now, 
^  that   thon  trowe,   er  this,   that  any 

*ight  33> 

Bath  loved  paramoors  as  wel  as  thon? 
Te,  go!  wot,   and  fro  many  a  worthy 

hain^t 
"•th  hia  lady  goon  a  fourtenight, 
^^  he  not    yet    made    halvendel  the 

te.  3.^5 

^^*^  n«do  is  thee  to  maken  al  this  oaro  ? 


49.  Bin  day  by  day  thon  mayst  thy-selven 

see 
That  from  his  love,  or  elles  finom  his  wyf, 
A  man  mot  twinnen  of  nccessitoe, 
Ye,  thongh  holove  hir  as  his  owene  lyf ;  340 
Yet  nil  ho  with  him-self  thus   maken 

stryf. 
For  wel  thow  wost,  my  leve  brother  dere, 
That   alwey  freendes  may  nonght  been 

y-fere. 

60.  How  doon  this  folk  that  seen  hir  loves 

wedded 
By  freendes  might,  as  it  bi-tit  fdl  ofte,  345 
And  seen  hem  in  hir  sxKmses  bed  y-beddcd  ? 
God  woot,  they  take  it  wysly,  faire  and 

sofbe. 
For-why  good  hope  halt  np  hir  herte  on- 

lofle. 
And  for  they  can  a  tjrme  of  sorwe  endure ; 
As  tyme  hem  hurt,  a  tyme  doth  hem 

cure.  350 

5t.  So  sholdestow  endnre,  and  late  slyde 
The  tyme,  and  fonde  to  ben  glad  and 

light. 
Ten  dayes  nis  so  long  not  t*  abydo. 
And  sin  she  thee  to  comen  hath  bihight. 
She  nil  hir  hestes  breken  for  no  wight.  355 
For  dred  thee  not  that  she  nil  finden  weyo 
To  come  ayein,  my  lyf  that  dorste  I  leye. 

52.  Thy  swevenes  eek  and  al  swich  fan- 

tasye 
Drj-f  out,   and   lat  hem  faron    to    mis- 

channco  ; 
For  tlioy  procede  of  thy  malencolye,     360 
That  doth  thoo  fele  in  sleep  al  this  pen- 

annce. 
A  straw  for  alle  swevenes  signiflaunco ! 
Ood  helpe  me  so,  I  connto  hem  not  a 

l)ene, 
Ther  woot  no  man  aright  what  dremes 

mene. 

53.  For  prestes  of  the  temple  tellen  this. 
That  dremes  been  the  revclaciouns       366 
Of  go<lde8,  and  as  wel  tlioy  telle,  y-wis, 
That  they  ben  infemals  illusiouns  ; 
And  leches  seyn,  tliat  of  complexionns 
Proceden  they,  or  fast.,  or  glotonye.       370 
Who    woot    in    sooth    thns    what    they 

signifye  ? 
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54.  £ek  othere  Myn  that  thorugh  im- 

pressioons. 
As  if  a  wight  hath  £Mte  athing  in  minde, 
That  ther-of  oometh  swiche  aviaioani ; 
And  othere  sejm,  as  they  in  bokee  finde, 
That,  after  tymes  of  the  yeer  by  kinde, 
Men  dreme,  and  that  th'effeot  goth  by  the 

mone ;  377 

Bnt  leve  no  dreem,  for  it  la  nought  to 

done. 

56.  Wei  worth  of  dremet  ay  thise  olde 
wyves, 

And   treweliche   eek   aogorie   of  thiae 

foolet;  580 

For  fere  of  which  men  wenen  lese  her 

Ijrves, 
As  cavenes  qualm,  or  shxyking  of  thi«e 

ooles. 
To  trowen  on  it  bothe  faU  and  foul  i& 
Alias,  alias,  so  noble  a  creature 
As  is  a  man,  shal  drede  swich  ordure !  385 

50.  For  'vi^iioh  with  al  myn  herte  I  thee 

beseche, 
Un-to  thy-self  that  al  this  thou  foiyive ; 
And  rys  up  now  with-oute  more  speche, 
And  lat  us  caste  how  forth  may  best  be 

drive 
This  tyme,  and  eek  how  freshly  we  may 

live  390 

Whan  that  she  oometh,  the  which  shal 

be  right  gone ; 
Ck)d  help  me  so,  the  beste  is  thus  to  done. 

57.  BySflatusBpekeoflusty  lyf  inTrojre 
That  we  han  lad,  and  forth  the  tyme 

dryve; 
And  eek  of  ^ymeoomingeusrcjoye,     395 
That  bringen  shal  our  blisse  now  so  bljrve; 
And  langoor  of  those  twyfis  dayes  Qrve 
We  shal  ther-with  so  foryete  or  oppresse, 
That  wel  unnethe  it  doon  shal  us  duresse. 

58.  This  toun  is  ftil^f  lordes  al  aboute, 
And  trewes  lasten  al  this  mene  whyle. 
GK>  we  pleye  us  in  som  lusty  route        401 
To  Sarpedon,  not  hennes  but  a  myle. 
And  thus  thou  shalt  the  tyme  wel  bigyle, 
And  dryve  it  forth  un*to  that  blisfVil 

morwe,  405 

Thai  thou  hir  see,  that  cause  is  of  thy 


50.  Now  rys,  my  dere  brother  Troaos; 
For  certes,  it  noon  honour  is  to  thee 
To  wepe,  and  in  thy  bed  to  jouken  thai. 
For  trewely,  of  o  thing  trust  to  me,     410 
If  thou  thus  ligge  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
The    folk    wol    wene    that    thou,    for 

oowardyse, 
Thee  feynest  ifyk,  and  thai  thou  dant 

noiryse.* 

60.  This  Troilus  answerde,   *0  brother 
dere, 

This  knowen   folk  that  han   y-soffred 

peyne,  4»5 

That  though  he  wepe  and  make  sorwful 

chore, 
That  feleth  harm  and  smert  in  evexy 

▼eyne, 
No  wonder  is ;  and  though  I  ever  pleyne, 
Or  alwey  wepe,  I  am  northing  to  blame, 
Sin  I  have  lost  the  cause  of  al  my  game. 

61.  But  sin  of  fyne  force  I  moot  aryse, 

I  shal  aryse,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may ;    4^ 
And  god,  to  whom  mjm  herte  I  sacrifyse, 
So  sonde  us  hastely  the  tenthe  day ! 
For  was  ther  never  fowl  so  iayn  of  Mqr, 
As  I  shal  been,  whan  that  she  oometh  in 
Troye,  4^ 

That  cause  is  of  my  torment  and  my  joys. 

62.  But  whider  is  thy  reed,*  quod  Troihis, 

*  That  we  may  pleye  us  best  in  al  this 

toun?' 

*  By  god,  my  oonseil  is,*  quod  Pandams, 

*  To  ryde  and  pleye  us  with  king  Sarpe- 

doun.'  43> 

So  longe  of  this  they  speken  up  and  doun, 
Til  Troilus  gan  at  the  laste  assente 
To  ryse,  and  forth  to  Sarpedonn  they 

wente. 

68.  This  8arpedoun,as  he  that  honoorable 
Was  ever  his  lyve,  and    taX  of  hei^ 

prowesse,  43^ 

With  al  that  mighte  y-served  been  on 

table, 
That   deyntee   was,    al    coste   it   greet 

richesse, 
He  fedde  hem  day  by  day,  that  swie^ 

noblesse, 
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Am  tcjd«n  bothe  tlie  mosto  and  eek  the 

lerte,  440 

MTm  ii«T«r  er  that  day  wilt  at  any  feete. 

<S^.  Nor  in  thii  world  ther  is  non  instm- 

m«nt 
XXdkioiia,  throng  wind,  or  toaohe,  or 

eorde, 
Aj  fer  as  any  wight  hath  ever  y-went, 
Tlttttonge  telle  or  herte  may  recorde,  445 
Tlitt  St  that  feste  it  nas  wel herd  acorde; 
Ke  of  ladies  eek  so  fityr  a  companye 
Ob  d&unce,  er  tho,  was  never  y-seyn  with 

<K.  Bat  what  avayleth  this  to  Troilns, 
That  for  his  sorwe  no-thing  of  it  rooghte? 
P«  ever  in  oon  his  herte  pistons  451 

M  bisily  Criseyde  his  lady  sooghte. 
On  hirwss  ever  al  that  his  herte  thoo^te. 
^^  tbii,  now  that,  so  faste  imagininge, 
Ti^  gisde,  y-wis,  can  him  no  festeyinge. 

^  tbew  ladies  eek  that  at  this  feste 
been,  456 

^  that  he  saw  his  lady  was  a-weye, 
't  «as  his  sorwe  upon  hem  for  to  aecn, 
^  for  to  here  on  instruments  so  pleye. 
^'•r  ihe,  that  <»f  his  herte  berth  the  keye, 
^«  ahsent,  lo,  this  was  his  fantasye,  461 
Tltat  no  wight  sholdo  make  melodjre. 

*••  Kor  ther  nas  honre  in  al  the  day  or 

^'Hian  he  was  thernis  no  wight  mighte 
him  here, 

^  he  ne  sej-de,  *  O  lufsom  lady  bright, 

H«rv  have  ye   iaron,   sin  that  ye  were 
I  here?  466 

[        Vel-come,  y-wis,  m>'n  owene  lady  dere.' 
F        Bot  welaway,  al  this  nas  but  a  mase ; 

Foitaae  his  howve  entended  bet  to  glase. 

^        ^  "Hie  lettrea  eek,  that  she  of  oMe  tymo 
b        Hadde  him  y-sent,  he  wolde  allone  rede, 
A&  hoadred  sythe,  a-twixon   noon  and 
pryme ;  472 

^*^ringe  hir  shap,  hir  womanhede, 
"Hh-inne  his  herte,  and  evexy  word  and 

dcde 
^  Puud  was,  and  thus  he  droof  to  an 

475 
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^  fcrthe  day,   and    seydc,    he   woldo 


09.  And  seyde,  *  Icve  brother  Pandams, 
Intendestow  that  we  shul  here  bleve 
Til  Sarpedoun  wol  forth  congeyen  us  ? 
Yet  were  it  fairer  that  we  toke  our  leve. 
For  goddes  love,  lat  us  now  sone  at  ove 
Our  leve  take,  and  homward  lat  us  tome; 
For  trewely,  I  nil  not  thus  sojome.*     483 

70.  Pandare    answerdo,   *  be  we  comen 
hider 

To  fecchen  fyr,  and  rcnnen  hoom  ayoyn? 
God  helpe  me  so,  I  can  not  tellen  whider 
We  mighten  goon,  if  I  shal  soothly  8(*yn, 
Ther  any  wight  is  of  us  more  fayn 
Than  Sarpedoun  ;  and  if  we  hennes  hyc 
Thus  sodeinly,  I  holde  it  vilanye,         490 

71.  Sin  tliat  we  scyden  that  we  wolde 
bleve 

With    him    a  wouke;    and    now,    thus 

sodeinly. 
The  fertho  day  to  take  of  him  our  leve. 
He  wolde  wondren  on  it,  trewely !       494 
I^at  us  holde  forth  our  purpos  fermely ; 
And  sin  that  ye  bihigbten  him  to  byde, 
Hold  forward  now,  and  after  lat  us  r>Hle/ 

72.  Thus  Pandams,  with  alle  pe3nio  and 
wo. 

Made  him  to  dwoUo  ;  and  at  tho  woukcii 

ende, 
Of  Sarpc<loun  they  toko  hir  leve  tho,    ^rii 
And  on  hir  wcy  they  8i>cdden  hem   to 

wende. 
Quod  Troilufl,  '  now  gr>d  me  grace  sende, 
That  I  may  finden,  at  myn  hom-comiiige. 
Criseyde  comen  ! '  and  ther- with  gan  he 

singe. 

73.  '  Ye,  hasel-wode  !'  thougbto  this  Pan- 
dare,  505 

And  tohim-self  ful  softely  he  seyde, 
*  Qod  woot,  refreyden  may  this  bote  faro 
Er  Calkas  sendo  Troilua  (Viseyde  !* 
But  natheles,  lie  jaiM*d  thus,  and  seydc, 
And   swor,    y-wis,    his    herte    him    wel 

bihighte,  510 

She   woldo  como    as    sone  as   ever    kIio 

mighte. 

74.  WTian   tlioy  un-to   the  imloj's  Wfii» 
y-<*<»men 

Of  TW)ilus,  tlioy  donn  of  hors  alighte, 
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And  to  th0  rbam'brfi  bir  wey  thai^  ban 

Am]  in- to  tym*'  that  it  gnu  to  nig^htc,  515 
Thc^y  spitken  of  Crijii^ycle  the  brightfli 
Au<l  after   this^   whan  that   horn   botiie 

lestPi 
Hicfy  avcdilc  hem  tro    tho  popor  mii-to 

"5,  On  morwOi  as  sone  as  day  blgtan  to 

Til  1b  Tmilna  f^u  of  hid  sleep  t'abroyde,  5^0 
Ani[  to  Pandnrrf?,  his  owene  brother  der^ 

*  For  love  fjf  K'xI,'  fxil  pitonBlj  he  seyda, 

*  Ab  i^n  ws  men  the  |>ftlrys  of  Criaeytle  ; 
For  sin  wn  yot  iiijiy  hnvi*  namore  feStCj 
So  lat  Tis  seen  hir  ptilej-a  at  tho  l<Ht«i/  5^5 

T6.  Anfl  thftf-with-ttl,  hia  meynee  for  to 

A  daiise  ]ie  foml  in  touno  for  tii  go, 
And  to  Cristrydiss  hnns  thoy  p>ntiOii  Wftnde. 
But  lord  !  thU  fv^ly  TroUnfl  was  wo ! 
Hjtn  thoufrlitt;  hig  flprweftil  herto  hrai^^ 

A-two,  550 

F^jr  tvLiin  he  srttiKh  hir  d^reia  eperred  alle,, 
Wid  npigh  for  mirwo  ib-doon  he  gan  to 

tJille. 


O  ring^  fm  which  the  mby  U  oot^lmUi, 
O  oATiM  of  wOf  that  c&uBe  luvt  b«a  if 
liasel  sp 

Yet,  sin  I  mfty  no  bet,  fnyn  wold*  T  fciw 
Thy  coble  dorea^  dorstt^  I  f^>r  thii  nratci 
Afld  fare-wel  Bbtyno,  of  whioh  the  snj^ 

80.  Ther-witb  he  caste  on  Paadami  hajt 
W  ith  eb ATin  ged  fWe^  and  pi  toua  to  btholdi^ 
And  whan  he  mighte  Im  tjmu  infill 
ftflpyp,  5^ 

Ay  as  he  root!,  to  F^ndAras  he  tolde 
His  newe  Horwo,  and  eek  hid  joyei  n|d% 
So  pitonsly  and  with  so  de«]e  An  b«««s 
lliat  every  wight  mJ ghte on  hbsDrwerm 

Bh  Fro  tbenn^iffforth  he  iyd«th  np  ini 

doan,  561 

And  evory  thio^  eom  him  to  Tpmm- 

brakonofl 
As  bo  njofl  forth  by  placcsfl  of  the  Vraa 
In  which  B  he  why  lorn  hadde  a1  hicfilt^ 
Atmce,  ^ 

'  Lo,  yond  fiangh  I  myn  owene  lAdj^d&niicit 
And  iti  tbAt  temple,  with  hir  eyeu  de?«i 
Mq  caufchte  first  my  righte  Udy  dei* 

S2.   And  3-finrk'r  liave  T  hi'ni  fnl  IujctiIj 
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Sin  I  am  thyn,  and  hoolly  at  thy  wiUe? 
Whi^  joye  hastow  thyn  oiwene  folk  to 
spUle?  588 

85.  Wei  hastow,  lord,  y-wroke  on  m©  thyn 

ire, 
Thon  mighty  god,  and  dredftil  for  togreve ! 
Now  mercy,  lord,  thou  wost  wel  I  desire 
Tliy  grace  moat,  of  alle  Instea  leve.        59a 
And  live  and  deye  I  wol  in  thy  bileve ; 
Fot  which  I  n'axe  in  guerdon  bat  a  bone, 
That  thoa  Criaeyde  ayein  mo  sende  sone. 

861.  Distreyne  hir  herte  as  faste  to  retome 
As  thoa  dost  myn  to  longen  hir  to  see ; 
Than  woot  I  wel,  that  she  nil  not  sojome. 
Now,  blisfol  lord,  so  crael  thoa  no  be 
Cn-to  the  blood  of  Troye,  I  preye  thee,  600 
Afl  Jono  was  on-to  the  blood  Thebane, 
For  which  the  folk  of  Thebes  caoghte  hir 
bane.* 

87.  And  after  this  he  to  the  yates  wente 
Ther-os  Criseyde  oat-rood  a  Ail  good  paas, 
And  np  and  doan  ther  made  he  many 

a  wente,  605 

And  to  himHBelf  fdl  ofle  he  seyde  ^allas  \ 
From  hennes  rood  my  blisse  and  my  solas! 
As  wolde  blisfol  god  now,  for  his  joye, 
I  mighte  hir  seen  ayein  come  in-to  Troyo. 

88.  Andtotheyonderhillelganhirgyde, 
Alias !  and  there  I  took  of  hir  my  leve ! 
And  yond  I  sangh  hir  to  hir  fader  xyde, 
For  sorwe  of  which  myn  herte  shal  to- 

deve.  615 

And  hider  boom  I  com  whan  it  was  eve  ; 
And  here  I  dwelle  oat-cast  from  alle  joye, 
And  shal,  til  I  may  seen  hir  efb  in  Troye.' 

89.  And  of  him-self  imagined  he  ofte 
To  ben  defet,  and  pale,  and  waxen  lesse 
Than  he  was  wont,  and  that  men  seyde 

softe, 
*What  may  it  be?  who  can  the  sothe 

gesso  6ao 

Why  Troilos  hath  al  this  hevinesse  ? ' 
And  al  this  nas  bat  his  malenoolye, 
Ihat  he  hadde  of  him-self  swich  fantasye. 

90.  Another  tyme  imaginen  he  wdde 
That  every  wight  that  wente  by  the  weye 


Had  of  him  roathe,  and  that  they  seyen 
sholde,  6a6 

*  I  am  right  sory  Troilns  wol  deye.' 
And  thus  he  droof  a  day  yet  forth  or  tweye. 
As  ye  have  herd,  swich  lyf  right  gan  helede, 
As  he  that  stood  bitwizen  hope  and  drede. 

91.  For  which  him  lyked  in  his  songes 
shewe  631 

Th'enoheson  of  his  wo,  as  he  best  mighte. 
And  make  a  song  of  wordes  bat  a  fewe, 
Somwhat  his  wofal  herte  for  to  lighte. 
And  whan  he  was  from  every  mann^ 
sighte,  635 

With  softe  voys  ho,  of  his  lady  dore, 
That  was  absent,  gan  singe  as  ye  may  hero. 

92.  •  O  sterre,  of  which  I  lost  have  al  the 
light, 

With  herte  soor  wel  onghte  I  to  bewaylo. 
That  ever  derk  in  torment,  night  by  night, 
Toward  my  deeth  with  wind  in  store  I 
sayle ;  641 

For  which  the  tenthe  night  if  that  Ifayle 
The  gyding  of  thy  hemes  brighte  an  hoare, 
My  ship  and  me  Caribdis  wol  devoare.' 

98.  This  song  when  ho  thus  songou  hadde, 
Bono  645 

He  fil  ayein  in-to  his  ^ykos  olde ; 

And  every  night,  as  was  his  wono  to  done. 

Ho  stood  the  brighte  mono  to  beholde, 

And  al  his  sorwe  he  to  the  mono  tolde ; 

And  seyde,  *  y-wis,  whan  thoa  art  homed 
newe,  650 

I  shal  bo  glad,  if  al  the  world  be  trewe ! 

94.  I  sangh  thyn  homos  olde  eek  by  the 

morwo, 
Whan  hennes  rood  my  righto  lady  dere. 
That  eaaao  is  of  my  torment  and  my  sorwe ; 
For  whiche,  Obrighte  Lacina  the  clere,  6$$ 
For  love  of  god,  ren  faste  abonte  thy  spore ! 
For  whan  th3ni  homeenowe  ginne  springe. 
Than  shal  she  oomo,  that  may  my  blisso 

bringe !' 

96.  The  day  is  more,  and  lenger  every 

night, 
Than  they  bo  wont  to  be,  him  thoughto 

tho;  660 
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And  that  the  lonne  wente  his   conne 

imright 
By  longer  wey  than  it  was  wont  to  go ; 
And  eeyde,  *  y-wis,  me  dredeth  ever-mo, 
The  Bonnes  sone,  Pheton^  be  on-lyve, 
And  that  hisfiidresoartamishediyve.*  665 

96.  Upon  the  walles  &8te  eek  wolde  he 

walke, 
And  on  the  Grekes  ost  he  wolde  see, 
And  to  him-self  right  thus  he  wolde  talke, 

*  Lo,  yonder  is  myn  owene  lady  free, 

Or  elles  yonder,  ther  tho  tentes  be !      670 
And  thennes  comth  this  ejrr,  that  is  so 

sote. 
That  in  my  soole  I  fele  it  doth  me  bote. 

07.  And  hardely  this  wind,  that  more  and 

more 
Thus  stonndemele  enoreseth  in  my  face. 
Is  of  my  ladyes  depe  ^ykes  sore.  675 

I  preve  it  thos,  for  in  non  othere  place 
Of  al  this  toun,  save  onliche  in  this  space, 
Fele  1  no  wind  that  sonneth  so  lyk  peyne ; 
It  seyth,  ''alias!    why  tMrinned  be  we 

tweyne?*'* 

98.  This  longetyme  he  dryveth  forth  right 
thus,  680 

Til  fnlly  passed  was  the  nynthe  night ; 
And  ay  bi-syde  him  was  this  Pandams, 
That  bisily  dide  alle  his  falle  might 
Him  to  oomforte,  and  make  his  herte  light ; 
Yevinge  him  hope  alwey,  the  tenthe  morwe 
That  she  shal  come,  and  stinten  al  his 
sorwe.  686 

99.  Up-on  that  other  ^yde  eek  was  Cri- 
seyde, 

With  wommen  fewe,  among  the  Grekes 

stronge; 
For  which  fnl  ofte  a  day  *  alias !  *  she  seyde, 

*  That  I  was  bom !    Wei  may  myn  herte 

longe  690 

After  my  deeth ;  fbr  now  live  I  to  longe ! 
AUas !  and  I  ne  may  it  not  amende  ; 
For  now  is  wors  than  ever  yet  I  wende. 

100.  My  fader  nil  for  no-thing  do  me  grace 
To  goon  ayein,  for  nought  I  can  him 

qneme ;  695 

And  if  so  be  that  I  my  terme  passe, 


My  Troilns  shal  in  his  herte  deme       697 
That  I  am  fals,  and  so  it  may  wel  seme. 
Thus  shal  I  have  nnthank  on  every  Qrde; 
That  I  was  bom,  so  weylawey  the  tyde ! 

101.  And  if  that  I  me  pntte  in  japar^ 
To  stele  awey  by  nighte,  and  it  biAUle 
That  I  be  oanght,  I  shal  be  holde  a spy«; 
Or  elles,  lo,  this  drede  I  most  of  alle, 
If  in  the  hondes  of  som  wrecche  I  fijle, 
I  am  but  lost,  al  be  myn  herte  tiewe ;  706 
Now  mighty  god,  thou  on  my  s 


102.  Fnl  pale  y- waxen  was  hirbri^tefacfs 
Hir  limes  lene,  as  she  that  al  the  day 
Stood  whan  she  dorste,  and  loked  on  the 

place  ;io 

Ther  she  was  bom,  and  ther  she  dwelt 

hadde  ay. 
And  al  the  night  wepinge,  alias !  she  Uy. 
And  thus  despeired,  out  of  alle  cure, 
She  ladde  hir  lyf^  this  woful  oreatur& 

106.  Ful  ofte  a  day  she  sights  eek  for 
destresse,  715 

And  in  hir^self  she  wente  ay  portr^yisge 
Of  Troilns  the  grete  worthinesse, 
And  alle  his  goodly  wordes  reoordinge 
Sin  first  that  day  hir  love  bigan  to  springe. 
And  thus  she  sette  hir  wofVil  herte  a-fyre 
Thomgh  remembraunoe  of  that  she  gan 
desyre.  721 

lOi.   In  al  this  world  ther  nis  so  cmel 

herte 
That  hir  hadde  herd  compleynen  in  hir 

sorwe. 
That  nolde  han  wopen  fbr  hir  pejmes 

smerte, 
80  tendrely  she  weep,  bothe  eve  and  morwe. 
Hir  nedede  no  teres  for  to  borwe.         7** 
And  this  was  yet  the  ¥rorste  of  al  hir  p«yne, 
Ther  was  no  wight  to  whom  she  dorste  hir 

pleyne. 

106.  Ful  rewf^y  she  loked  up-on  Troye, 
Biheld  the  toures  heighe  and  eek  the 

halles;  73^ 

*  Alias  !*  quod  she,  *the  plesaonce  and  the 

joye 
The  whiche  that  now   al   toraed  in-to 

galleis. 
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Have  I  had  ofte  ipvith-inne  yonder  walles ! 

0  Troilns,  wh«t  dosiow  now/  she  seyde ; 
'Lord!  whether  yet  thoa  thenke  ap-on 

Criaeyde  f  735 

106.  Alias!  Inehadde  trowed  on  your  lore, 
And  went  with  yow,  as  ye  me  radde  er  this ! 
Thanne  hadde  I  now  not  ^yked  half  so  sore. 
Who  mighte  h&ve  seyd,  that  I  had  doon 

a-mis 
To  stele  awey  with  swich  on  as  he  is  ?  740 
fint  al  to  late  oometh  the  letnarie, 
Whan  men  the  oors  nn-to  the  grave  oarie. 

107.  To  late  is  now  to  speke  of  this  matere ; 
Pmdenoe,  alias !  oon  of  thyn  eyen  three 
Ha  lakked  alwey,  er  that  I  cam  here  ;  745 
On  tyme  y-passed,  wel  remembred  me ; 
And  present  tyme  eek  ooode  I  wel  y-see. 
But  ftitnr  tyme,  er  I  was  in  the  snare, 
Coode  I  not  seen ;  that  canseth  now  my 

care.  749 

lOS.  Bat  natheles,  bityde  what  biiyde, 

1  shal  to-morwe  at  night,  by  est  or  weste. 
Out  of  this  ost  stele  on  som  manor  syde, 
And  go  with  Troilos  wher-as  him  leste. 
This  porpos  wol  I  holde,  and  this  is  beste. 
No  forg  of  wikked  tonges  janglerye,      755 
For  ever  on  love  han  wrecches  had  envye. 

109.  For  who-eo  wole  of  every  word  take 

hede. 
Or  rewlen  him  hy  every  wightes  wit, 
Ke  shal  he  never  thiyven,  oat  of  drede. 
For  that  that  som  men  blamen  ever  yit, 
Lo^  other  maner  folk  oommenden  it.     761 
And  as  for  me,  for  al  swich  variaonce, 
FeUoitee  clei>e  I  my  saffisaonce. 

1  Id  For  which,  with-onten  any  wordes  mo, 
To  Troye  I  wol,  as  for  oonolosioan.*      765 
Bat  god  it  wot,  er  ftdly  monthes  two. 
She  was  fol  fer  fro  that  entenoioan. 
For  bothe  Troilos  and  Troye  toon 
Shal   knotteles   throne-out   hir   herte 

slyde; 
For  she  wol  take  a  porpos  for  t'abyde.  770 

111.  This  Diomede,  of  whom  yow  telle 

Igan, 
Ooih  now,  with-inne  him-self  ay  argainge 


With  al  the  sleighte  and  al  that  ever  he 

can. 
How  he  may  best,  with  shortest  tarsringe, 
In-to  his  net  Criseydes  herte  bringe.    775 
To  this  entente  he  coode  nevsr  fyne  ; 
To  fisshen  hir,  he  leyde  oat  hook  and  lyne. 

112.  Bot  natheles,  wel  in  his  herte  he 

thooghte. 
That  she  nas  nat  with-oote  a  love  in  Troye. 
For  never,  sithen  he  hir  thennes  bronghte, 
Ke  coode  he  seen  her  laoghe  or  make 

joye.  781 

He  niste  how  best  hir  herte  for  t'aooye. 
*  Bot  for  t'assaye,'  he  seyde,  '  it  nought 

ne  greveth ; 
For  he  that  nonght  n'assayeth,  nought 

n'acheveth.' 

1 18.  Yet  seide  he  to  him-self  upon  a  night, 
'  Now  am  I  not  a  fool,  t^t  woot  wel  how 
Hir  wo  for  love  is  of  another  wight. 
And  here-up-on  to  goon  assaye  hir  now  ? 
I  may  wel  wite,  it  nil  not  been  my  prow. 
For  wjrse  folk  in  bokes  it  expresse,  790 
"  Men  shal  not  wowe  a  wight  in  hevinesse." 

114.  But  who-so  mighte  winnen  swich 
a  flour 

From  him,  for  whom  she  mometh  night 

and  day. 
He  mighte  seyn,  he  were  a  oonquerour.* 
And  right  anoon,  as  he  that  bold  was  ay, 
Thooghte  in  his  herte,  *  happe,  how  happe 

may,  796 

Al  sholde  I  deye,  I  wole  hir  herte  seche ; 
I  shal  no  more  lesen  but  my  speohe.' 

115.  This  Diomede,  as  bokes  us  declare. 
Was  in  his  nodes  prest  and  corageous ; 
With  stemevoys  and  mighty  limes  square. 
Hardy,  testif,  strong,  and  chevalrous 

Of  dedes,  lyk  his  fader  Tideus. 

And  som  men  seyn,  he  was  of  tunge  large ; 

And  heir  he  was  of  Calidoine  and  Arge.  805 

116.  Criseyde  mene  was  of  hir  stature, 
Ther-to  of  shap,  of  face,  and  eek  of  chore, 
Ther  mighte  been  no  fairer  creature. 
And  ofto  tyme  this  was  hir  manere. 

To  gon  y-tressed  with  hir  heres  olere   8iu 
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T)i>un  >>y  hir  ooUt  lU  liir  1»ak  bihinde, 
W]ii(  h  with  n  thrt'<li>  of  guM  she  woldc 
hiiulo. 

117.  A  ml,  &  ivc  h  i  r  1  in  iwcs  jo.^Tieden  y-fere, 
Thtr  nns  no  lak,  in  ought  I  can  espyen  ; 
iJut  tor  to  siu'ktii  <«1"  hir  eyen  clere,       815 
1^1.  tiiwcly.  they  writt-n  that  hir  syen, 
That  l*arsulys  st«Ki(l  fnrmed  in  hir  ypn. 
Ami  \vith  hir  richo  iM-uutfC  ever-moro 
Strof  lovo  in  liir,  ay  which  of  hem  was 
iJii:iro. 

ll's.  Shf  fkihre  was,  oi-k  simide,  and  wys 
witli-nl,  Sji) 

Tho    usi^  y-imr'iSBhed  iM-k  that  mighte  be, 
Ami  pH  ily  :*t  Ui    spinel     in  g«;neral, 
Cliaritahldi  Critatlirlie,   usty.  and  free  ; 
NV  n<»vi?r-m'  no  b  kittnl    liir  pitoo ; 
Ten  d  rtJ-liort*^  il,  si  yd  i  nge  of  tMpra^e  ;        6^5 
But  trewoly^  1  caij  uot  fceUe  hir  ag^^ 

119.  And  TrciluB  wel  waatpn  ttm  in  hi^hte, 

Aud  compl&t  formed  by  |)rfjporcioa.n 

80  wel,  tbnt  kinfl<»  it  not  mnc^nilcii  migbte  ; 

Yong.frcsaho,  etn[in|^,niid  baj\ly  as  lyotin ; 

Trewe  ns  atei^i  in  Bch  t^cmdicicmii  ;         8ji 

On  of  tho  b^to  &ntecheil  creature, 

T]iiii  is,  or  alial^  whyl  that  tho  wt>rld  mtky 


And  after  thli,  with-<mten  longe  lett«.  Kn 
The  Bpyces  and  tho  ^'>-n  men  forth  Imib 

fette ; 
And  forth  they  8i>cke  of  thii  and  thit 

y-fere, 
As  frccndos  doon,  of  which  som  ahal  ^ 

hero. 

123.  He  gan  first  fallen  of  the  wem  in 
speoho  8*5 

Ditwixo  hem  and  the  folk  of  Troye  tinn: 
And  c>f  th'jutsego  he  £1111  hir  »k  Is^wcii^ 
To  telle  him  what  ws4  bir  dpinknin. 
Fro  that  domannde  he  ao  desoendflthdda 
To  asken  hir,  if  that  hir  ^rann^  Ibflqgbll 
Tho  Grekes  gyse,  and  werkes  that  tbex 
wroughte  ?  8u 

124.  And  why  hir  fader  tarieth  «o  km^ 
To  w^deji  bir  un-t4:t  ^m  woHliy  wyflit? 
Crifleydo^  that  was  in  hir  peynti  strtmfe 
For  love  of  TroiJaa,  liir  avene  kniflit,  M5 
Am  for-forth  oa  dm  conjimg  kftdJti  ^* 

might,. 
Anirwfifide  bim  tho  ;  Imt,  as  of  hii  «iuft1% 
It  jKmiod  not  ahe  wkte  wUai  ha  mMit» 

12*j.  But  natbck^ji,  thi.i  ilke  Diomede 
Giin  m  lum-Belf  assuxp,  andthiLtbew?.v4*i 
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For  al  the  gold  bitwixen  sozme  and  see. 
Tmstetli  wel,  and  nnderstondeth  me, 
Tber  ahal  not  oon  to  mercy  goon  on-lyve, 
Al  were  he  lord  of  worldes  twyGs  fyve ! 

128l  Swich  wreche  on  hem,  for  feoohing 

of  Eleyne,  890 

Ther  ghal  be  take,  er  that  we  hennes 

wende. 
That  Maneo,  which  that  goddes  ben  of 

peyne, 
Shal  been  agasi  that  Orekes  wol  hem 

shende. 
And  men  shnl  drede,  nn-to  the  worldes 

ende,  894 

From  hennea-forth  to  ravisshe  any  qnene, 
So  cmel  shal  our  wreohe  on  hem  be  sene. 

1».  And  bnt-if  Oalkas  lede  us  with  am- 
bages, 

That  is  to  seyn,  with  doable  wordes  slye, 

Swich  as  men  clepe  a  **  word  with  two 
visages,** 

Ye  shnl  wel  knowen  that  I  nonght  ne 
lye,  90D 

And  al  this  thing  right  seen  it  with  yonr 

y«. 

And  that  anoon;  ye  nil  not  trowe  how 

sone; 
Now  taketh  heed,  for  it  is  for  to  done. 

180.  What  wene   ye   yonr   wyse  fieuler 

wolde 
Han  yeren  Antenor  for  yow  anoon,     905 
If  he  ne  wiste  that  the  oitee  sholde 
Destroyed  been?    Why,    nay,  so   mote 

I  goon! 
Ha  knew  ftil  wel  ther  shal  not  scapen  oon 
That  Troyan  is ;  and  for  the  grete  fere, 
He  dorste  not,  ye  dwelte  lenger  there.  910 

13t  What  wole  ye  more,  Infbom  lady 

dere? 
Lat  Troye  and  Troyan  tco  yonr  herte 

pace! 
Diyf  oat  that  bittre  hope,  and  make  good 

chere. 
And  clepe  ayein  the  beaatee  of  jroar  fSaoe, 
That  ye  with  salte  teres  so  deface.        915 
For  Troye  is  broaght  in  swich  a  jnpartye, 
That,  it  to  save,  is  now  no  remedye. 


182.  And  thenketh  wel,  ye  shal  in  Grekes 

finde 
A  more  parflt  love,  er  it  be  night. 
Than  any  Troyan  is,  and  more  kinde,  920 
And   bet  to  serven   yow  wol  doon  his 

might 
And  if  ye  vonohe  sanf,  my  lady  bright, 
I  wol  ben  he  to  serven  yow  my-selve, 
Ye,  lever  than  be  lord  of  Greoes  twelve  ! ' 

188.  And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  waxen 
reed,  925 

And  in  his  speohe  a  litel  wight  he  qnook, 
And  caste  a-syde  a  litel  wight  his  heed, 
And  stinte  a  whyle ;  and  afterward  awook, 
And  sobreliche  on  hir  he  threw  his  look. 
And  seyde,  *  I  am,  al  be  it  yow  no  joye, 
As  gentil  man  as  any  wight  in  Troye.  931 

184.  For  if  my  fkder  Oldens,*  he  seyde, 
*  Y-lived  hadde,  I  hadde  been,  er  this, 
Of  Calidoine  and  Arge  a  king,  Criseyde ! 
And  so  hope  I  that  I  shal  yet,  y-wi&    935 
But  he  was  slayn,  alias !  the  more  harm 

Unhappily  at  Thebes  al  to  rathe, 
Polymites  and  many  a  man  to  scathe. 

186.  Bnt  herte  myn,  sin  that  I  am  your 


And  been  the  ferste  of  whom  I  seche 
giaoe,  94a 

To  serven  yon  as  hertely  as  I  can, 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  I  to  live  have  space. 
So,  er  that  I  departe  ont  of  this  place, 
Ye  wol  me  grannte,  that  I  may  to-morwe. 
At  bettre  l^yser,  telle  yow  my  sorwe.*  945 

186.  What  shold  I  telle  hiswordes  that  he 
seyde? 

He  spak  y-now,  for  o  day  at  the  meste ; 
It  preveth  wel,  he  spak  so  that  Criseyde 
Grannted,  on  the  morwe,  at  his  reqneste, 
For  to  speken  with  him  at  the  leste,      950 
So  that  he  nolde  speke  of  swich  matere  ; 
And  thns  to  him  she  sejrde,  as  ye  may 
here: 

187.  As  she  that  hadde   hir   herte   on 
Troilns 

So  faste,  that  ther  may  it  noon  arace ; 
And  straongely  she  spak,  and  seyde  thns : 
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ll^rotftis  an^  tviBt]fiU. 


'O  Birmiefld,  I  Iots  th&t  ilk«  plAoa        9^:6 
Thor  I    >^a8    bom  j   &tid   Jotw,   for  hi* 

Iitilivcre  it  ttfi[i«  of  fd  thjftl  dotU  il  vurm  ! 
OocIt  for  thy  mighty  an  levtf  it  wf^l  to  lue  I 

taSL  TbiA  Gr^es  woMe  bir  wniththe  Ml 

If  tbnt  they   m%lit«,   I  knowe  it    wftl^ 

Bat  it  ithftl  not  bifAUen  M  ye  Bp£«)er<i : 
And  god  to-fi>m,  and  forth^er  ovi*r  tbis^ 
I  Trot  my  fftder  *ys  »nU  Twiy  b  ; 
And  tbui  bo  me  liath  bom^bt,  u  ye  me 

So  dflre,  I  Am  the  xiwiv  UB't*  him  bolde, 

im*.  Tbat  Onkes    be^n    of  Eevh   fMm- 

diciotuif 
1  woot  e«k  wbI  j  bnt  oarteint  men  sbol 

Aa  worthy  folk  witb-inne  Troye  tmin, 
^  Ai  conning,  Hnd  aa  pfLHit  i^d  na  kinde> 
Aa  b«eiii  bttwuten  Onrndea  and  lade.     971 
And  that  ye  c£iud«  wet  ytnjr  liuly  mrrei, 
r  truwe  eek  wol^  htr  tbatik  fojf  lo  doierro, 

140.  Bnt  Ail  to  Bpolie  of  lave,  y- wis,'  «ho 
Bteyth*, 


FHTttUktiter,  thanne  an  it  bft|vp«i 
Tliut  whui  I  »ee  tbnt  I  nevuT  nr 
Than  wole  I  werke  that  I  inever 
Tbift    word    to    yow    y^noogh 

oughtti. 


143.  To-nuHwii  B«1t  wol  I  speke  urilk  in* 

So  tJiflt  ye  Upucben  nouglit  of  thiAmiieiit 
And  whan  ygw  list,  yei  WMy  o(un«<ltft 

aye^yn; 
And,  er  y«  gon,  tbu*  lnn«h«  I  MfV  f* 

here  : 
As  bfll[i«  1110  PsUa«  with  Hr  hej«a  &\Mr% 
U  that  I  ftholdq  aimay  Ore«k  ban  routixs 
It  sboldo  be  yoar-Mlvcn,  by  my  trooiiio! 

144.  I  aey  not  tbarfore  Ubat  I  wol  yo^ 
lovo,  lot* 

Ne  I  sey  not  nay,  Imt  in  iwtiDlualinm, 
I  mone  w«l,  by  gud  thai  «t  »bov«  :  ~ 
And   iber^with-«l   •h»   OMl«  btr  ii*^ 

dooi^ 
And  gun  to  tyke,  anH  wytjft^  *  0  1p0 

toon,  toi^ 

Ytt  bidda  I  god^  In  quieta  nad  ia  iMi« 
I  may  yow  A^en,  or  do  vnym  h«rt*  hft^*- 


145,   lint  in  sfftK't,  xunl  shortly  fc»r  to  1^*1' 


BooeV.] 


ZtoituB  ant  Cme^te. 


313 


His  greet  estat,  and  peril  of  the  toon,  1035 
And  that  she  was  allone  and  hadde  nede 
Of  freendes    help;   and  thus  higan   to 

brede 
The  cause  why,  the  sothe  for  to  telle, 
That  she  tok  ftiUy  pnrpos  for  to  dwelle. 

148w  The  morwe  00m,  and  goostly  for  to 
speke,  1030 

This  IHomede  ii  oome  nn-to  Criseyde, 
And  shortly,  lest  that  ye  my  tale  broke, 
80  wel  he  for  him-selye  spak  and  seyde. 
That  alle  hir  sykes  sore  adonn  he  leyda 
And  fynally,  the  sothe  for  to  seyne,    1935 
He  refte  hir  of  the  grete  of  al  hir  p«yne. 

149.  And  after  this  the  stoiy  telleth  ns, 
That  she  lujn  yaf  the  feure  baye  stede, 
The  which  he  ones  wan  of  Troilns ; 
And  eek  a  broche  (and  that  was  Utel 

nede)  1040 

That  Troihis  was,  she  yaf  this  Diomede. 
And  eek,  the  bet  trom.  sorwe  him  to 

relere. 
She  made  him  were  a  penoel  of  hir  sieve. 

loO.  I  finde  eek  in  the  stories  eUes-where, 
Whsn  through  the  body  hurt  was  Dio> 

mede  1045 

Of  Troilus,  tho  weep  she  many  a  tere. 
Whan  that  she  saugh  his  wyde  woondes 

blede; 
And  that  she  took  to  kepen  him  good 

hede. 
And  for  to  hele  him  of  his  sorwes  smerte. 
Men  seyn,  I  not,  that  she  yaf  him  hir 

herte.  1050 

151.  But  trewely,  the  story  telleth  us, 
Iher  made  never  wonunan  more  wo 
Thaa  the,  whan  that  she  falsed  Troilus. 
She  teyde,  *  alias !  for  now  is  clene  a-go 
My  same  of  tronthe  in  love,  for  ever-mo ! 
For  I  have  finlsed  oon,  the  gentileste 
l^t  ever  was,  and  oon  the  worthieste ! 

132.  Alias,  of  me,  un-to  the  worldes  ende, 
Shal  neither  been  y-writen  nor  y-songe 
No  good  word,  for  thise  bokes  wol  me 
shende,  1060 

0,  rolled  shal  I  been  on  many  a  tonge ! 


Through-out  the  world  my  beUe  shal  be 

ronge; 
And  wommen  most  wol  hate  me  of  alle. 
Alias,  that  swioh  a  cas  me  sholde  falle ! 

168.  They  wol  seyn,  in  as  muohe  as  in 
me  is,  1065 

I  have  hem  doon  dishonour,  weylawey ! 
Al  be  I  not  the  firste  that  dide  amis, 
What  helpeth  that  to  do  my  blame  aw^  ? 
But  sin  I  see  there  is  no  bettre  way, 
And  that  to  late  is  now  for  me  to  rewe. 
To  Diomede  algate  I  wol  be  trews.      1071 

154.  But  Troilus,  sin  I  no  better  may. 
And  sin  that  thus  departen  ye  and  I, 
Yet  preye  I  god,  so  yeve  yow  right  good 

day 
As  for  the  gentileste,  trewely,  1075 

That  ever  I  say,  to  serven  feithiully, 
And  best  can  ay  his  lady  honour  kepe  :* — 
And  with  that  word  she  brast  anon  to 

wepe. 

166.  'And  oertes,  yow  ne  haten  shal  I 

never. 
And  freendes  love,  that  shal  ye  han  of 

me,  1080 

And  my  good  word,  al  mighte  I  Uven  ever. 
And,  trewely,  I  wolde  sory  be 
For  to  seen  yow  in  adveisitee. 
And  gUtelees,  I  woot  wel,  I  yow  leve ; 
But  al  shal  passe;  and  thus  take  I  my 

leve.*  1085 

166.  But  trewely,  how  longe  it  was  bi- 

twene, 
That  she  for-sook  him  for  this  Diomede, 
Ther  is  non  auctor  telleth  it,  I  wene. 
Take  every  man  now  to  his  bokes  hede ; 
He  shal  no  terme  finden,  out  of  drede. 
For  though  that  he  bigan  to  wowe  hir 

Bone,  1091 

£r  he  hir  wan,  yet  was  ther  more  to  done. 

157.  Ne  me  ne  list  this  sely  wonunan 

chyde 
Ferther  than  the  stoiy  wol  devyse. 
Hir  name,  alias  !  lb  publisshed  so  wyde. 
That  for  hir  gUt  it  oughte  y-now  suffyse.. 
And  if  I  mighte  excuse  hir  any  wyse, 
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For  aba  aa  floty  wft«  fw  hir  ^ntroniliQ, 
Y-wU,  I  wcrtdo  Q^dii««  hlT  jret  for  nmth«. 

J5ft.  Thb  Trrjtlus,  ad  I  hifom  Imvfl  t«ltl, 
Tim*  (loTfith  ffirth,  M  wel  as  he  Lath 

Jjii^ht,  Jioi 

But  gcrt«n  wjis  bis  lirrt*  lioot  and  etyhl^ 
And  nannAy,  that  Llko  nynthe  ni^ht, 
Whirh  an  the  monre   ahe   hadde  him 

b^hight 
To  come  ayein  :  i^ocl  wot,  fol  iitol  rorto 
Hadde  ho  that  niglit ;  mo'thing  to  slepo 

him  le»t^  ii(j6 

Iril5,  The  hiarer^crOfuuefl  Phflbus,  witli  hli 

hote^ 
Ocvn,  in  hbootinao  ay  uttwnrd  on  he  wetite, 
Tn  warDien  of  ff  h'  est  see  the  itfawcs  weto ; 
And  Ntsns  d^»[ighter  snng  with  ffMb  on- 

Whan  TjtolIiu  his  Pandaro  aft^r  f^nte ; 
And    on    the    woJIob  (ff  th<i  toon  thoj 

ple^vie, 
To  loke  if  thuy  can  s«i}iiot]ghtof  Crkeydfi. 

ISO.  Til  it  waa  tiqotj,  thpy  !»toden  for  to 

Who  that  ihiiT  come ;  antl  overy  mnnor 
wight,  M 15 


Axid  o«meti  «^iti»  bat  leiigo  tnigrll^ 

Er  thAt  th*y  fiude  that  thej  iltor  dip*; 
Fortune  hem  botho  thenV*th  for*ojw 

le^.  Qnod  Troilda,  *  I  «e«  wtl  n«i,  tbdj 
she  [i|j 

Tfl  taried  with  bir  tjlde  failer  ks 
Til  at  i*r  she  noini?t  it  wol  neigh  CTttila 
Ctim  forth,  I  wr>l  un-to  the  yate  ^ 
Thiaa  j^TttmtialKfm  nnkonnin^ 
And  I  wok  doon  horn  h olden  Tipthefitl 
Aa  ncfoght  no  went,  at-though  ifae  eaa 
late/  1111 

164.  The  day  gotfa  faAt«,  and  iiiW  t^ 

comih  eve. 
And  yet  com  coiight  to  Troilntf  Cil*irJ| 
He  loketh  forth  hy  h?fg«^  h^  InA, ) 

And  ter  hiii  heed  over  the  wal  he  l^ydfc 
And  at  the  laito  be   tonwd  liim,  aQ 

■eydp,  J 

'  By  god  T  T  wocft  hir  menlng  no 
A3-raost^  y-wia,  al  no  we  waa  my  <sat 

105.  Now  dout^tti^f   tbid    lady   e«i  lA 

(foodi 
I  woot,  ah©  metteth  lydsw  prirelyH     "i 
T  ropiende  hir  wyadcvtn,  by  myn  b«*l' 
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Tliat  in  mjn  heite  I  now  rej<>y8e  thus. 
It  is  ajoin  som  good  I  have  a  thought. 
Noot  I  not  how,  bat    Bin    that  I  was 

wrought, 
Ne  felte  I  swioh  a  oonfort,  dar  I  se je ; 
She  comth  to-night,  my  lyf,  that  dorste 

Ileye!* 

168.  Pandare  answerde,  *  it  may  be  wel, 
y-nough*;  1170 

And  held  with  him  of  al  that  ever  he 

seyde; 
But  in  his  herte  he  thonghte,  and  softe 

longh, 
And  to  him-«elf  ted  sobrely  he  eeyde  : 
'  From  haael*  wode,  ther  Joly  Robin  pleyde, 
fthal  come   al    that  that  thoa  abydest 

here;  1175 

Ye,  fare-wel  al  the  snow  of  feme  yere ! ' 

169.  Thewardeinoftheyatesgantocalle 
The  folk  which  that  with-onte  the  yates 

were, 
And  bad  hem  dzyven  in  hir  bestes  aUe, 
Or  al  the  night  they  moste  bleven  there. 
And  fer  with-in  the  night,  with  many 

atere,  1181 

This  Troilns  gan  hoomward  for  to  ryde ; 
For  wel  he  seeth  it  helpeth  nought  t*a- 

byde. 

170  Bat  natheles,  he  gladded  him  in  this; 
Hethoaghte  he  misaooanted  hadde  his 

day,  1185 

And  s^de,  *  I  onderstonde  have  al  a-mis. 
For  thUke  night  I  last  Criseyde  say, 
She  seyde,  "  I  shal  ben  here,  if  that  I 

may, 
Er  that  the  mono,  O  dere  herte  swete ! 
Hie  I^ron  passe,  oat  of  this  Ariete.*'    1 190 


17L  For  which  she  may  yet  holde  al  hir 

biheste.' 
And  on  the  morwe  on-to  the  yate  he 

wente. 
And  op  and  down,  by  west  and  eek  by 

este, 
(Xp-on  the  walles  made  he  many  a  wente. 
Bat  al  for  nought ;  his  hope  alwey  him 

blente;  1195 


For  which  at  night,  in  sorwe  and  sykes 

sore 
He  wente   him    hoom,  with-oaten  any 

more. 

172.  This  hope  al  clone  oat  of  his  herte 
fledde, 

He  nath  wher-on  now  longer  for  to  honge ; 
Bat  for  the  peyne  him  thoaghte  his  herte 

bledde,  i2cx> 

So  were  his  throwes  sharps  and  wonder 

strongs. 
For  when  he  sangh  that  she  abood  so 

longe, 
He  niste  what  he  jaggen  of  it  mighte. 
Sin  she  hath  broken  that  she  him  bi« 

highte. 

173.  The  thridde,  ferthe,  fifbe,  sizte  day 
After  tho  dayes  ten,  of  which  I  tolde, 
Bitwixen  hope  and  drede  his  herte  lay^ 
Yet  som-whattrastinge  on  hirhestesolde. 
Bat  whan  he  saagh  she  nolde  hir  terme 

holde. 
He  can  now  seen  non  other  remedye,  laio 
Bat  for  to  shape  him  sone  for  to  dye. 

174.  Ther-with  the  wikked  spirit,  god  as 
blesse« 

Which  that  men  depeth  wode  jaloa^ye, 
Ghin  in  him  crepe,  in  al  this  hevinesse ; 
For  which,  by-caase  he  wolde  sone  dye, 
He  ne  eet  no  dronk,  for  his  malenoolye, 
And  eek  from  every  companye  he  fledde ; 
This  was  the  lyt  that  al  the  tyme  he 
ledde. 

175.  He  so  defet  was,  that  no  maner  man 
Unnethe  mighte  him    knowe    ther   ho 

wente ;  1220 

So  was  he  lene,  and  thereto  pale  and  wan, 
And  feble,  that  he  walketh  by  potente ; 
And  with  his  ire  he   thas    him-selven 

shente. 
And  who-so  axed  him  wher-of  him  smerte, 
He  seyde,  his  harm  was  al  aboate  his 

herte.  1225 

170.  Pryamfal  ofte,  and  eek  his  moder 

dere, 
His  bretheren  and  his  sristren  gonne  him 

fineyne 


3i6 


^roifUe  anl  Crteep^e. 


[BooiV. 


"Whj  lie  »o  sorwftil  -will  in  ill  hia  cbere^ 
And  v,']mt  thing  was  the  cause  of  b1  his 

pejtiie  ? 
Bat  fO  t'Ljr  nought ;  he  nold0  hi*  oaiise 

Ijlevne,  1^30 

But  fl4?yJe,  ho  felte  a  grevcms  niulddye 
A-botite  hifl  hertcs  ami  fayn  he  woldo  dye. 

177    8fi  cm  u  day  ho  Ittyd^  him  donn  t« 

And    BC1    h'lfQl    that    iii    hia    aleep  him 

thtrsghte, 
Th  at  m  a  1  br^yflt  fMT  t  ho  welk  to  wepe    1 155 
Fur  l*ive  uf  hir  tJmt  him  these  peynei 

■ttTimglite  ; 
And  up  and  donn  aj  he  the  forest  soug^hte^ 
Ho  mettfl  he  Biiugh  a  boor  with  tuflk«fl 

grete, 
That  9I&CP  nyein  thq  hrif^ht  flOUUAS  hote. 

178.  And  by  thk  boor,  fiitfte  in  hu  armes 
Jbhle,  1^40 

Lay  kisjiinfl'  ay  his  Udy  hright  Criaeyde  t 
Fur  Sfjrwe  of  whleh,   whau  he  it    gwn 

bihfdilfh^ 
And  for  di*spjj'1^  out  of  hia  slepobelir^yde, 
And  loail*)  ho  cryde  ou  PandaruB,  and 

Bfljdp, 

*  0   Pjin-liirus,  now   kiiowc    I  crop  «nd 


0  trusty  O  feyth,  O  d«pe  aseuiaunjets 
Who  hath  me  n£t  Cnaejd^,  al  □?  |^ 

BAuuce  ?  lAi 

LBl.  AIlAfi!  whjleet  I  yon  from  hofiit 

go. 
For  which  wel   neig-h    otti  of  mj  v^  1 

broyde? 
Who  flhal  naw  trow«  on  auj  olLh«  mo) 
God  wot  I  wende,  Olady  bright, Criif;ii*i 
That  every  word  wa»  goip«]  that  ye  i^* 
But  who  may  betblgylen,  if  him  luMv  '^ 
Than  he  on  whom  men  weiwth  hiA  ¥t 

triato? 

182.  WhAt  shal  I  doon,   my  iVaJinft 
allafl! 

1  fel©  now  90  aharpe  a  n^we  {M^jntt, 
Sin  that  thor  m  no  r«medie  in  thiiw*, 
That  b«t  wor«  It   I  with    m^  hniM 

twejTie  1*3* ' 

My-s^Weu  alow,  than  alw^y  tlitu  to  plijru* 
For  through  my  d<t«th  my  wo  ahoH$  1^ 

an  ende, 
Ther  every  day  wiih  Ijr'f  my-wlf  I  ■tiiai^''< 

ISa.  Pandftre  (U^werde  and  «ey)l«>  'aUk 
tho  whylfl!  1^ 

That  i  wrtfi  bfifTi ;  hftve  1  nol  *?y 


low  v.] 


^r0ifti0  ant  Cnee^be* 
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Xov  Miyilofir  wydy,'  qiiod  ihisFftndanis, 
II7  raed  la  this,  sin  thoa  oaoBt  wel 

•ndyte, 
liat  butftly  a  lettre  thoa  hir  wryte, 
iMTDf  h  which  thoa  ahalt  wel  hringen  it 

aboiQt«, 
'o  kiiow«  »  looth  of  that  thoa  art  in 

doate.  1295 

>4.  And  see  now  why ;  for  this  I  dar  wel 

rbt  if  so  is  that  she  ontrewe  be, 
I  etn  not  trowe  that  she  wol  wryte  ayeyn. 
lad  if  the  wryte,  thoa  shalt  fol  sone  see, 
Uvhether  she  hath  any  libertee       1500 
To  come  ayein,  or  elles  in  som  claosei 
If  die  be  let,  she  wol  assigne  a  canse. 

Vfi.  Thoa  hast  not  writen  hir  sin  that 
ihewente, 

Sor  riie  to  thee,  and  this  I  dorste  leye, 

IW  msy  swich  canse  been  in  hir  en- 
tente, 1305 

Ibt  hardely  thoa  wolt  thy-selven  seye, 

That  hir  a-bood  tho  beste  is  for  yow  twoye. 

^  wryte  hir  thanne,  and  thoa  shalt 
fele  sone 

Antheof  al;  ther  is  no  more  to  done.* 

1%  Aeorded  been  to  this  oonclnsionn,  13 10 
And  that  anoon,  these  ilko  lordes  two ; 
Aad  bsitely  sit  Troilns  adoon, 
Aad  rolleth  in  his  herte  to  and  fro, 
Bo»  he  may  best  discrjrren  hir  his  wo. 
Aftd  to  Criseyde,  his  owene  lady  dere,  13 15 
B*  vroot  right  thns,  and  seyde  as  ye  may 
here. 

UB.  'Right  fresshe  floor,  whos  I  have 

been  and  shal, 
^Hh-<mten  part  of  elles^whero  servyse, 
^  berte,  body,  lyf,  Inst,  thought,  luid 

al; 
^  *oftil  wight,  in  every  hnmble  wyse  1320 
W  tonge  telle  or  herte  may  dovyse, 
4  ofte  as  matere  occnpycth  place, 
fe  reoomannde  nn-to  your  noble  grace. 

0.  Ljketh  it  yow  to  witen,  swote  herte, 
r  ys  wel  knowo  how  longe  tyme  agoon 
lat  ye  me  loAe  in  aspre  pe>-ne8  smerte. 


Whan  that  jre  wente,  of  which  yet  bote 
noon  1327 

Have  I  non  had,  bat  ever  wers  bigoon  • 
Fro  day  to  day  am  I,  and  so  mot  dweUe, 
While  it  yow  list,  of  welo  and  wo  my 
welle !  1330 

191.  Por  which  to    yow,    with    dredfnl 
herte  trewe, 

I  wryte,  as  he  that  sorwe  drj^fth  to  wryte. 
My  wo,  that  every  houre  enoreseth  newe, 
Comployninge  as  I  dar  or  can  endjrte. 
And  that  defaced  is,  that  may  ye  wyte  1335 
The  teres,  which  that  fro  myn  eyen  reyne, 
That  wolde  speke,  if  that  they  conde,  and 
pleyne. 

192.  Tow  first  biseche  I,  that  yonr  eyen 
clere 

To  look  on  this  defonled  ye  not  holde ; 
And  over  al  this,  that  ye,  my  lady  dere, 
Wol  vonche-sanf  this  lettre  to  biholde.  134 1 
And  by  tho  canse  eek  of  my  cares  coldo. 
That  sleeth  my  wit,  if  ought  amis  me 

asterte, 
For-yeve  it  me,  myn  owene  swete  herte. 

198.  If  any  servant  dorsto  or  oughto  of 

right  1345 

Up-on  his  lady  pitously  compleyne, 
Than  wane  I,  that  ich  oughte  be  that 

wight, 
Considered  this,  that  ye  these  monthos 

iweyno 
Han  taried,   ther   ye    seydon,   sooth   to 

scyno, 
Dut  dayes  ten  yenolde  in  ost  sojonme,  1350 
But  in  two  monthes  yet  ye  not  retouma 

194.  But  for-as-muche  as  mo  mot  nedos 
lyke 

Al  tluit  yow  list,  I  dar  not  ployno  more. 
But  humblely  with  sorwfiil  sykes  syko  ; 
Yow  wrj'te  ich  mj-n  unresty  sorwes  sore, 
Fro  day  to  day  desyring  evor-more      1356 
To  knowen  fully,  if  your  wil  it  were, 
How  yo  ban  ferd  and  doon,  whyl  ye  be 
there. 

195.  The  whos  wel-faro  and  hole  eek  god 
cn(;ri'8se  1359 

In  honour  swich,  tliat  upward  in  degree 


\iS 


ZtoilaB  atib  £n0e^^e. 


[BoocV. 


It  growth  alwey,  sa  th*t  it  never 
H%Ijt  fts  yMur  herte  ay  cun,  my  lad^  jree^ 
Diiv>'BO,  I  prey  to  EtMl  t<J  jnote  it  lie, 
And  gTi^nut«  it  thftt  yo  aone  upmii  isna 

As  wisly  tm  in  nl  1  nm  yi>w  trews.         1365 

IIHL  Am]  it  yaw  lyketh  knowen  of  tlMsfare 
Ormc,  wiiMS  w.P  tlicT  mily  00  w^t  liil- 

1  cjin  liM  m*irc*  but,  i/heste  of  every  oftroj 
At  wrytrnfff*  of  this  lettre  I  was  qn-lyvo* 
Al  retly  i^ut  my  WMfTd  Bo«t  to  Jryw;   IJ70 
Wliii'h  I  tloliii^u,  nml  Uolile  bim  yet  in 

UpfJii  thti  fiig^lit  oi' matere  of  yvor  iumde* 
IftT.  Myn  t-yen  two,  in  voyn  with  widoh 

t  »(H!, 

Of  PKirvrofVil  t&n^fi  i;altQ  ath  waicen  wetlcuL ; 
My  »on^i  in  I'li.'yiitfl.  of  myn  advaisitee  ; 
Hj'  giHid  ill    hnrm  ;  iiiyn  feSfi  eok  waxen 
heUfl  iiH,  J  376 

lly  joye,  in  wn  ■  1  ca^  my  yow  nongM 

But  tamed  is,  fnr  which  my  lyf  I  waHei 
Everk'b  jciyu  tsr  cso  in  liis  contrftrie. 

ItiH,   AMiirh    with    yotir    tuiniiig^    h^^nu 


For  thon^h  t<j  me  yurnr  nhsenoe  iiu  l/rik 
With  ptRicien^e  I  wol  my  wo  n^mpofte, 
And    with    your    lottre   of  hope  1  «1 

desportCL 
Now  wr^^t*Lth,  twt^,  uid  Ui  me  tlui*  ■« 

pleyne  ; 
With  hopn,  or  deeth,  dellveretb  m  im 

201.  Y-wi*,  myu  owene  dere  lieTtttn*^ 
I  wool  that,  wliui  ye  next  up-on  me  «n, 
So  lost  have  I  myn  heW  and  ^ek  m]^J)**<li 
Cri«eyde  shnl  nought  oonne  kfio«eii»l 
Y-wifl,  myn  hertfs  clay^  my  lady  foe,  iM 
So  thiunfttcth  ay  myn  herte  to  btbiilde 
Yofirbeauto«s  that  my  lyf  winetiic  I  \w^ 

202.  1  st\v  no  more,  al  biiv«  I  for  to  i^ 
To  yon  wel  more  than  I  telle  wm^;  mt 
But  whether  tU«t  ye  do  me  hve  twdfj*. 
Yet  prwy  1  god+  «o  j-eve  >^w  Hglilgiwd  ^ 
And  Ikrqth  wol*  K™>fUy  fnyre  freaib^  m^i 
Aft^'O  that  lyf  ur  deotb  uie  mAycomfeOO^t 
And  to  ^-onr  tnintbe  ay  I  me  new; 


2m.  With  hele  rwieh  that  but  p 

mo  H^ 

The  eum«  bele,  I  ahul  ncKtin  hole  li*m 
III,  y->n  lyMi,  wliuii  n»vi  li it  that  U»H 


lY.l 


VteihB  anl  Crieepbe. 
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BstlMliu,  thoa  maysi  now,  est  or  west, 
Pj^  in  an  i^  leei;  if  tbai  thee  lest ; 
nugoqlli  the  world ;  god  shilde  us  fro 

mierhannce, 
And  every  wight  that  meneth  tnmthe 

His 


SO(L  Enereeen  gan  the  wo  fro  day  to  night 

OriVoilai,  for  taryinge  of  Cri8e3rde ; 

A&d  lenen  gan  his  hope  and  eek  his 

might, 
Vior  vhich  al  donn  he  in  his  hed  him 

^jde; 
BiM  eet,  ne  dronk,  ne  sleep,  ne  word  he 

■eyde,  1440 

laNsininge  ay  that  she  was  nnkinde ; 
Ibr  vhieh  wel  neigh  ho  wex  oat  of  his 


291  This  dreem,  of  which  I  told  have  eek 


V^f  aerer  come  oat  of  his  remeznhraance ; 
Bi  thoQghte  ay  wel  he  hadde  his  lady 

lorn,  1445 

Aad  that  Joves,  of  his  parveyannce, 
Km  shewed  hadde  in  sleep  the  signifi- 

aanee 
Of  hir  ontronthe  and  his  disaventare, 
^  that  the  boor  was  shewed  him  in 

figure. 

S0&  For  which  he  for  SibiUe  his  sostor 
Mute,  1450 

^  oslled  was  Cassandre  eek  al  abonte ; 
Aadsl  his  dreem  he  tolde  hir  er  he  stente, 
Aad  hir  bisooghte  assoilen  him  the  doate 
ttthestrongc  boor,  with  toskes  stonte  ; 
And  fynally,  with-inne  a  litel  stoonde, 
OMtndre  him  gan  right  thas  his  dreem 
•xpoande.  1456 

^  She  gan  first  smyle,  and  seyde,  *  O 

brother  dere, 
Vthcm  a  sooth  of  this  deeyrest  knowe, 
^^  most  a  fowe  of  olde  stories  here, 
Topttrpos,  how  that  fortune  over-throwe 
^*^  Wdes  olde  ;  through  which,  with- 

innc  a  throwe,  1461 

*^  wel  this  boor  shalt  knowe,  and  of 

vhst  hinde 
Heoomcn  is,  as  men  in  bokes  finde. 


210.  Diane,  which  that  wrooth  was  and  in 
ire 

For  Grekes  nolde  doon  hir  saorifyse,  1465 
Ne  enoens  np-on  hir  auter  sette  a-fyre, 
She,  for  that  Grekee  gonne  hir  so  dispyse, 
Wrak  hir  in  a  wonder  cruel  vr^-se. 
For  with  a  boor  as  greet  as  oxe  in  stalle 
She  made  np  irete  hir  com  and  \'>'ne8  olle. 

211.  To  slee  this  boor  was  al  the  contree 
reysed,  1471 

A-monges  which  ther  com,  this  boor  to  8ei>, 
A  mayde,  oon  of  this  world  the    best 

y-preysed ; 
And  Meleagre,  lord  of  that  contree. 
He  lovede  so  this  fresshe  mayden  free  1475 
That  with  his  manhod,  er  he  wolde  stente. 
This  boor  he  slow,  and  hir  the  heed  ho 

sente; 

212.  Of  which,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  as, 
Ther  roos  a  contek  and  a  greet  eurye  ; 
And  of  this  lord  descended  Tydeas      1480 
By  ligne,  or  ellcs  olde  bokes  lye  ; 

But  how  this  Meleagre  gan  to  dye 
Thorugh  his  mtxier,  wol  I  yow  not  telle. 
For  al  to  long  it  were  for  to  dwclle.' 

[Arffument  of  the  la  Hooks  0/ Statins* 
Thebaifl.] 

Associat  profngum  Tideo  primus  Polimi- 

tem; 
Tidoa  legatum  docet  insidiasquo  sfcufulus ; 
Terciits  Homonidon   canit  ct  vates  lati- 

tantes ; 
Quartus  habet  reges  ineuntes  prolin  sep- 

tem ;  4 

Mox  furie  Lenno  quinto  narratar  et  angnis ; 
Archimori  bustum  sexto  ludique  Icguntur ; 
Dat    Orai(>8    Tliobos  et  vat«m    scptimus 

vmbris; 
Octauo  cccidit  Tideus,  spos,  vita  Pclasgis ; 
Ypomedon   mmo    muritur    cnm   Partho- 

noi)eo ;  9 

Fulmine     i)ercussas,     deciino     Cai>aneaB 

superatnr ; 
Vndecimo    seso    iierimunt    per    vohicra 

fratres ; 
Argiuam    flentem    narrat    duodcnus   et 

ignem.  12 
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V^toitM  anb  ttiufitt. 


[Booit 


218.  She  toldd  eek  how  TV^^eos,  er  she 
stente,  14^5 

Un-to  the  strong  oitee  of  Thebes, 
To  deyme  kingdom  of  tiie  oitee,  wente, 
For  his  felawe,  daon  Polymites, 
Of  which  the  brother,  daun  Ethyocles, 
Fal    wrougftiUy    of   Thebes    held    the 
streiigthe ;  1490 

This  tolde  she  by  prooes,  al  by  lengthe. 

214.  She  tolde  eek  how  Hemonidesasterte, 
Whan  Tydens  slough  fifty  knightes  stoate. 
She  tolde  eek  al  the  prophesyes  by  herte, 
And  how  that  sevene  kinges,  with  hir 

roate,  i495 

Bisegeden  the  oitee  al  aboate ; 
And  of  the  holy  serpent,  and  the  welle, 
And  of  the  furies,  al  she  gan  him  telle. 

215.  Of  Arohimoris   boryinge    and    the 
pleyes. 

And  how  Amphiorax    fil    through    the 
grounde,  1500 

How  Tydeus  was  shiyn,  lord  of  Argeyes, 
And  how  Ypomedoun  in  litel  stounde 
Was   dreynt,  and   deed   Pftrthonope  of 

wounde; 
And  also  how  CaypanOus  the  proude 
With  thondeiMlint  was  slayn,  that  ozyde 
loude.  1505 

216.  She  gaa  eek  telle  him  how  that 
either  brother, 

Ethyocles  and  Polimyte  also, 
At  a  scarmyohe,  eche  of  hem  slough  other, 
And  of  Argyves  wepinge  and  hir  wo ; 
And  how  the  town  was  brent  she  tolde 
eek  tho.  1510 

And  so  descendeth  doun  finom  gestes  olde 
To  Diomede,  and  thus  she  spak  and  tolde. 

217.  *  This  ilke  boor  bitokneth  Diomede, 
Tydens  sone,  that  donn  descended  is 
i^  Meleagre,  that  made  the   boor  to 

blede.  1515 

And  thy  lady,  wher-so  she  be,  y-wis. 
This  Diomede  hir  herte  hath,  and  she  his. 
Weep  if  thou  wolt,  or  leef ;   for,  out  of 

donte, 
This  Diomede  is  inne,  and  thou  art  onto.' 


21a    *Thon  seyst  nat  sooth,*  quod  he, 

*  thou  soroeresse. 
With  al  thy  false  goost  c^  prophe^ye !  1521 
Thou  wenest  been  a  greet  devynereae ; 
Now  seestow  not  this  fool  of  fuitsi^ 
Peyneth  hir  on  ladyes  for  to  lye? 
Awey,*  quod  he,  *  ther  Joves  yeve  tbee 

Borwe  I  1535 

Thou  Shalt  be  fals,  paraunter,  yel  to- 


219.  As  wel  thou  mightest  lyen  on  Alceste, 
That  was  of  creatures,  but  men  lye, 
That  ever  weren,  kindest  and  the  bosta 
For  whanne  hir  housbonde  was  in  j«* 

partye  1530 

To  djre  him-self,  but-if  she  wolde  dye, 
She   chees  for  him  to   dye  and  go  to 

helle, 
And  starf  anoon,  as  us  the  bokes  telle.' 

220.  Cassandre  goth,  and  he  with  crad 
herte  iSM 

For>yat  his  wo,  for  angre  of  hir  tpeche ; 
And  from  his  bed  al  sodeinly  he  steite, 
As  though  al  hool  him  hadde  y-mad  t 
leche.  1S37 

And  day  by  day  he  gaa  enquere  and  lecbe 
A  seoth  of  this,  with  al  his  fhlle  core ; 
And  thus  he  dryeth  forth  his  aventura. 

221.  Fortune,  whiohe  that  permutacioiui 
Of  thinges  hath,  as  it  is  hir  committed 
Through  purveyaunce  and  disposiGioan 
Of  heighe  Jove,  as  regnes  shal  ben  flitted 
Fro  folk  in  folk,  or  whan  they  shal  ben 

smitted,  i545 

Qsn  imlle  awey  the  fetheres  brighte  of 

Trpye 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  they  ben  bare  of  joye. 

222.  Among  al  this,  the  fyn<^  the  parodie 
Of  Ector  gan  approchen  wonder  blyve ; 
The  fate  wolde  his  soule  sholde  nnbodie, 
And  shapen  hadde  a  mene  it  out  to  diyv* ; 
Ayeins  which  fate  him  helpeth  not  to 

stryve;  iSP 

But  on  a  day  to  fighten  gan  he  wende, 
At  which,  alias!    he  canghte  his  lyvet 

ende. 


lY.] 
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tt.  Vor  which  me  thinketh  eveiy  maner 

*i^t  1555 

Ibat  haantatb  armM  onghte  to  biwfv>'lo 
Hw  daeth  of  him  that  was   so   noble 

tknight; 
For  M  he  drtmgh  a  kinf?  by  th'aventayle, 
rnwtr  of  this,  Achilles  throtu^h  the  mayle 
Asd  thiongh  the  body  gan  him  for  to 

ryn;  1560 

And  tlins  this  worthy  knight  was  brought 

oflyve. 

fit  For  whom,  as  olde  bokes  tellen  ns, 
Wai  maad  swich  wo.  that  tonge  it  may 

not  telle ; 
And  namely,  the  sorwe  of  Troilns,       1564 
1W  next  him  was  of  worthinesse  welle. 
And  in  this  wo  gan  Troilns  to  dwelle, 
Tl*t,what  for  sorwe,  and  love,  and  for 

nnreste, 
Fil  ofte  a  dfty  he  1«d  his  herte  broste. 

^  But  natheles,  thongh  he  gan  him 
dupeyre,  1569 

And  dndde  ay  that  his  lady  was  nntrewe, 

^•t  ^y  on  hir  his  herte  gnn  rei)eyre. 

And  u  these  loveres  doon,  he  songhte  ay 
n«we 

^ogsteayein  Criseyde,  bright  of  hewe. 

And  in  his  herte  he  wente  hir  excnsingo, 

^  Cslkas  cansede  al  hir  tao'inge.   1575 

^'  And  ofte   tyme  he  was  in  pnrpos 

irete 
^••elven  lyk  a  pilgrim  to  disgyse, 
To  Men  hir ;  Imt  he  may  not  contrefete 
^  Wn  nnknowen  of  folk  that  weren 

*y».  1579 

'**  flnde  excnse  aright  that  may  snffyse, 
If  he  among  the  Grekos  knowen  were  ; 
For  which  he  weep  fnl  ofte  many  a  tero. 

^-  To  hir  he  wroot   yet  ofte  tyme  al 

n«we 
Folpttonsly,  he  lefte  it  nought  for  slonthe, 
^MMhin^  hir  that,  sin  tliat  he  was  trowe, 
™>«  wolJe  come  ayein  and  holde   hir 

trootho.  1586 

'<*  which    Criseyde    np-on    a  day,   for 

Jwithe. 
***U it  so.  tonchinge  al  this  mntere, 
""t  him  aytfin,  and  seydo  as  ye  may 

here. 


22H,  *  Capydes  sone,  ensample  of  goodli- 
hede,  1500 

0  swerd  of  knighthod,  sonrs  of  gentilesso ! 
How  mighte  a  wight  in  torment  and  in 

drede 
And  helelees,  yow  sendo  as  yet  gladnesse? 

1  herteleos,  I  ^yke,  I  in  distrcsse  ;  ^594 
Sin  ye  with  me,  nor  I  with  yow  may  dele, 
Yow  neither  sonde  ich  herte  may  nor  hele. 

229.  Yonr  lettros  ful,  tho  papir  al  y- 
pleynted, 

Conseyved  hath  myn  hcrtcs  pifitoe  ; 
I  have  eek  aeyn  with  teres  al  depejmted 
Yonr  lettre,  and  how  that  ye  reqneren  me 
To  come  ayein,  which  yet  ne  may  not  be. 
But  why,  lest  that  this  lettre  fonnden 
were,  1602 

No  mencioun  ne  make  I  now,  for  fere. 

230.  Grevons  to  me,  god  woot,  is  your 
unreste. 

Your  haste,  and  that,  the  goddes  or- 
denaunce,  1605 

It  semeth  not  ye  take  it  for  the  beste. 

Nor  other  thing  nis  in  your  remem- 
brauuce. 

As  thinketh  me,  but  (tidy  yuiir  plesaiince. 

But  beth  not  wrooth,  and  that  I  yow 
biseche ;  i6(x) 

For  that  I  taric,  is  al  for  wikkoil  speche. 

281.  For  I  have  herd  wel  more  than  I 

wende, 
Touchiuge   us  two,  how  thinges  hnn  y- 

stondo ; 
Which  I  shal  with  dissimulingo  amende. 
And   beth   nought  wrooth,   I  have    eek 

understonde,  16 14 

How  ye  ne  doon  but  holdon  me  in  honde. 
But  now  no  fors,  I  can  not  in  yow  gesso 
But  alle  trouthe  and  alle  gentilesso. 

23*2.  Comon  I  wol,  bnt  yet  in  swirh  dis- 

jojTito 
I  stonde  as  now,  that  what  ywr  or  what 

day 
Tliat  this  shal  1>e,  that  can  I  ni>t  ai)o>nito. 
But  in  effect,  I  prey  yow,  an  I  may,     h»-h 
Of  your  good  word  and  of  your  frondship 


^rotfu0  anb  €mep^e. 


n; 


For  trrwolv,  whyl  tlmt  my  lyf  may  dnic 
As  lor  a  irc't'inl.  yo  may  in  mo  assur**.  | 

2H.S.  Yet  prey*'.  I  yow  <»ii  yvoi  yt*  no  tiiko,     | 
That   it  is   shint  wliifh    tliut    I   to  yow 
wr\-t<'  ;  i63() 

I  liar  not.  tlur  I  am.  wol  lettres  make. 
Nf  nover  yet  no  cinult'  I  w<*l  cmlj'te. 
El  k  gtfiet  t'fllt't  mtn  wrj-io  in  pLae«  Iji^e. 
TbVnirpnte  is  nl^  juid  nought  tlie  letlrefl 

-\bJ  fhr&th  now  wel,  fu^nl  Imvfj  yim  in  bis 

L&  vo«tr«  C* 

:^:^4.  Til  is  TtoUhb  this  lettro  thoBglite  al 

strannpo, 
\V]mn   bo  It   gjm^'li,  ami   aorwisfnUy  ho 

Kim    thoi^plitfl     ir     lyk    si    kalguilefl    of 

Ihit.  rynftlly,  h*-  inl  u^^  tr-iwon  inightt*  16^5 
That  sJie  iiu  woMu  Intn  holden  tbat  bIiq 

]jijflit^  ; 
For  with  in  I  j^ti'I  wil  list  him  to  ltir« 
Tljftt  Ifjsc^th   U'i'l,   in   swLuh  tas^  thcmgh 


2nri.  Bui  j]Hth<  1<  s,  Ttioii  seyn  that,  t%X  the 


23K.  As  he  that  un  tlio  color  fimd  ^^^-jth. 
iiino  YAte 

A  brrKrhe,  that  he  Crisoylo  yaf  thjU  m«>T«v 
That  she  fn>m  Tn>ye  moste  nedes  twijaM, 
In  rememltraanco  ofhim  and  (ifhis  sorwe; 
And  she  him  leydo  ayein  hir  feyth  to 

To  kepe  it  ay ;  but  now,  fill  wel  hi  'mm% 
H19  lady  iiHS  no  ivtij^T  cm  to  trist^. 


} 


2S@.  He  gootb  liim.  hiiminiHt  and  gu  i^ 

ione  sendc 
F«r  PmicJ  lUTifi ;  and  al  t  bis  n  ewe  cJuiimc^ 
And  of'  this  Mroeho,  he  tflldc  him  mird 

and  enUt*.  ni6^ 

Complejnin^o  <rf  hir  hertetf  Tariatuifi^i 
His  lonKQ  kwe,  kb  trotithe,  and  bij  p<*»" 

AQnee ; 
And  al^or  deeth^  with-ont^n  wttrd«*tn'Fr^"» 
Ful  faste  he  erydis  his  rest^j  him  to  f 


tflO.  Than  tpak  be  thiu,  '  O  tsd)- 1 

Cris«yiie» 
Wlier  is  yoiir  f^yth,  and  wher  ii  2 

bibesteT  ^6?"^ 

Wher  is  your  lov^  wberii  yourtpoBtbe^ 

ba  seyde ; 
*  Of  Iii*>i:iLi'do  hnvc^  yi^  now  ai  thi-i  ff*:*^ 
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^4::(.  Through  which  I  seo  that  clene  out 
uf  yoar  minde  i(k>5 

Ve  han  me  cast,  and  I  ne  can  nor  niay, 
For  al  this  world,  with-in  myn  herto  finde 
T*  nnloven  yow  a  quarter  of  a  day ! 
In  coned  tyme  I  bom  was,  weyUway  ! 
Tbat  ytj  that  doon  me  al  this  wo  endnre, 
Tct  loT«  I  best  of  any  creatnre.  1 701 

*44.  X<jw  god,*  quod  he,  *  me  sende  yet 
'  the  grace 

HuU  I  may  meten  with  this  Diomede ! 
<^nd  trewely,  if  I  have  might  and  space, 
V«t  dial  I  make,  I  hope,  his  ss^des  blede. 
^  C<Ml,*qiiod  he,  *  that  onghtest  taken  he<le 
''*>  fonheren    tronthe,  and  wronges  to 
pnnyce,  1707 

^'by  niltow  doou  a  vengeannco  on  this 
^yce? 

^'"S.  0  PSndare,   that  in  dremes  for  to 

triste 
^«  blamed  hast,  and  wont  art  ofte  ni>- 
breyae,  1710 

^^nr  majgtow  see  thy-selve,  if  that  thee 

l«te, 
^*^^  trewe  is  now  thy  nece,  bright  Cri- 
j     "Vde! 

^  n^dry  formes,  god  it  woot,*  he  seyde, 

""»•  goddes  shewen  bothe  joye  and  teno 

^  '^^pe,  and  by  jny  dreme  it  is  now  aene. 

****•    And     certaynly,     with-oute    more 
speche,  1716 

''oiu  hennes-forth,  as  ferforth  as  I  may, 
*ni  owene  deeth  in  armes  wol  I  seche ; 


f^oche  not  how  sone  be  the  day ! 


^t  trewely,  Criseyde,  awete  may,       1720 
'*^om  I  have  ay  with  al  my  might  y- 

aenred, 
'''•t   ye  thns  do<m,   I  have  it  nought 

fleaerved.* 

^7.  This  PandArus,  that  alle  these  thingcs 

herde, 
^^  wifte  wel  he  seyde  a  sooth  of  this, 
*^  nought  a  word  ayein  to  him  auswcnle ; 
'<*«"  •017  of  his  frendes  sorwe  he  is,  ijj<} 
-^^  diamed,  for  his  nece  hath  doon  a-mis ; 
^**«i  ftant,  astoned  of  these  causes  tweye, 
k  Aa  aEtiU«  as  stoon ;  a  word  ne  coudo  ho 
■eya. 


24>!<.  Hut  at  the  liisto  thus  ho  spak,  and 
seyde,  1 730 

'  My  brother  dere,  I  may  thee  do  no-more. 

What  shuldo  I  soyii  ?  I  hate,  y-wis, 
Criseyde ! 

And  god  wot,  I  wol  hate  hir  evermore  ! 

And   that  thou  mo  bisoughtest  doon  of 

y«»re.  1734 

Havinge  un-to  myn  honour  ne  my  reste 
Right  no  reward,  I  dide  al  that  thee  leste. 

249.  If  I  dide  ought  that  mighte  lyken 
thee, 

It  is  mo  leef ;  and  of  this  treson  now, 
Go<l  woot,  that  it  a  sorwe  is  un-to  mo  ! 
And  dredolees,  for  hertes  ese  of  yow,  1740 
Right  fayn  woldo  I  amende  it,  wiste  I  how. 
And  fro  this  world,  almighty  god  I  preye, 
Delivere  hir  sone  ;  I  can  no-more  seye.' 

250.  Gret  was  the  sorwe  and  pleynt  of 
Troilus ; 

But  forth  hir  cours  fortune  ay  gan  to 
holde.  1745 

Criseyde  loveth  the  sono  of  Tj'deus, 
And  Troilus  mot  wepe  in  cares  colde. 
Swich  is  this  world  ;   who-so  it  can  bi- 

holde, 
In  echo  estat  is  litel  hertes  reste  ;        174,) 
God  leve  us  for  to  take  it  for  the  beste  ! 

251.  In  many  cruel  batayle,  out  of  drede. 
Of  Troilus,  this  ilke  noble  knight, 

As  men  may  in  those  olde  bokes  rede, 
Was  sene  his  knighthod  and  his  grete 

might. 
And  dredclees,  his  ire,  day  and  night,  1755 
Yvil  cruelly  the  Grekes  ay  abonghte ; 
And  alwey  most  this  Diomede  he  sough te. 

252.  And  olto  tyme,  I  finde  that  they 
metto  1758 

With  l>lo<ly  strokes  and  with  wordes  grete, 
.\ssayingo  liow  hir  spores  weren  whette  ; 
.\nd  gtxl  it  w<M)t,  with  many  a  cruel  hete 
Gan  Troilus  upon  liis  helm  to-bete. 
But  natheles,  fortune  it  nought  ne  wolde. 
Of  othores  hond  that  either  deycn  sholde. — 

253.  An<l  if  I  hailde  y-taken  for  to  wrj'te 
Tlio  armo  ?  of  this  ilke  worthy  man,    1 766 
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Than  wolde  I  of  his  batailles  endyte. 
But  for  that  I  to  wryte  ftret  bigan 
Of  his  love,  I  have  seyd  as  that  I  can.  1769 
His  worthy  dedes,  whoHW  list  hem  here, 
Beed  Dares,  he  can  telle  hem  alle  y-fere. 

^i.  Bisechinge  every  lady  bright  of  hewe. 
And  every  gentil  womman,  what  she  be, 
That  al  be  that  Cnseyde  was  nntrewe, 
That  for  that  gilt  she  be  not  wrooth  with 
me.  1775 

Ye  may  hir  gilt  in  othere  bokes  see  ; 
And  gladlier  I  wol  wryten,  if  yow  leste, 
Penelope^  tronthe  and  good  Alceste. 

255.  Ne  I  sey  not  this  al-only  for  these 
men, 

Bnt  most  for  wommen  that  bitraysed  be 
Through  felse  folk ;  god  yeve  hem  sorwe, 

amen !  1781 

That  with  hir  grete  wit  and  subtiltee 
Bitrayse  yow !  and  this  commeveth  me 
To  speke,  and  in  effect  yow  alle  I  pieye, 
Beth  war  of  men,  and  herkeneth  what 

I  seye !—  1785 

256.  Gk),  litel  book,  go  litel  myn  tregedie, 
Ther  god  thy  maker  yet,  er  that  he  dye, 
So  sende  might  to  make  in  som  comedie  ! 
Bnt  litel  book,  no  making  thou  n'envye. 
But  subgit  be  to  alle  poesye ;  1 790 
And  kis  the  steppes,  wher-as  thou  seest 

pace 
Virgile,  Ovyde,  Omer,  Lucan,  and  Stace. 

257.  And  for  ther  is  so  greet  diversitee 
In  English  and  in  wrsrting  of  our  tonge, 
So  preye  I  god  that  noon  miswryte  thee, 
Ke  thee  mismetre  for  defaute  of  tonge.  1796 
And  red  wher-so  thou  be,  or  elles  songe. 
That  thou  be  understonde  I  god  beseche ! 
But  yet  to  purpos  of  my  rather  speche. — 

258.  The  wraththe,  as  I  began  yow  for  to 
seye,  1800 

Of  Troilus,  the  Grekes  boughten  dere ; 
For  thousandes  his  hondes  maden  deye, 
As  he  that  was  with-outen  any  pere, 
Save  Ector,  in  his  tyme,  as  I  can  here. 
But  weylaway,  save  onlygoddeswille,  1805 
Pispitously  him  slough  the  fters  Achille. 


269.  And  whan  that  he  was  slayn  in  this 

manere, 
His  lighte  goost  fol  blisfully  is  went 
Up  to  the  holownesse  of  the  seventh  spere, 
In  convers  letinge  every  element ;      1810 
And  ther  he  saugh,  with  ful  avysement, 
The  erratik  sterres,  herkeninge  annonye 
With  sownes  ftille  of  hevenish  melodye. 

260.  And  doun  from  thennes  feiste  he  gan 
avyse  1814 

This  litel  spot  of  erthe,  that  with  the  see 
Enbraced  is,  and  fully  gan  despyse 
This  wrecched  world,  and  held  al  vanitee 
To  respect  of  the  pleyn  felicitee 
That  is  in  hevene  above  ;  and  at  the  Uste, 
Ther  he  was  slayn,  his  loking  dotm  he 
caste ;  i8ao 

261.  And  in  him-self  he  lough  right  at 
the  wo 

Of  hem  that  wepten  for  his  deeth  so  fsst^ ; 
And  dampned  al  our  werk  that  folwethso 
The  blinde  lust,  the  which  that  may  noi 
laste,  i$n 

And  sholden  al  our  herte  on  hevene  caste 
And  forth  he  wente,  shortly  for  to  telle, 
Ther  as  Mercurie  sorted  him  to  dwell©.— 

262.  Swich  fyn  hath,  lo,  this  Troilus  for 
love, 

Swich  fyn  hath  al  his  grete  worthinesse ; 
Swich  fyn  hath  his  estat  real  above,  i$p 
Swich  fyn  his  lust,  swich  fyn  hath  his 

noblesse; 
Swich  fyn  hath  false  worldes  brotelnesse. 
And  thus  bigan  his  lovinge  of  Cnseyde, 
As  I  have  told,  and  in  this  wyse  he  deyde. 

268.  O  yonge  fresshe  folkes,  he  or  she,  1835 
In  which  that  love  up  groweth  with  your 

age, 
Bepeyreth  hoom  from  worldly  vanitee, 
And  of  your  herte  up-casteth  the  visage 
To  thilke  god  that  after  his  image 
Yow   made,  and    thinketh    al   nis  bat 

afayre  1^ 

This  world,  that  passeth  sone  as  flourec 

fayre. 

264.    And  loveth  him,  the  which  that 

right  for  love 
Upon  a  cros,  our  soules  for  to  beye, 
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First  starf,  and  roos,  and  sit  in  hevene 

ft-bove; 
For  he  nil  falsen  no  wight,  dar  I  seye,  1845 
That  wol  ins  herte  al  hoolly  on  him  leye.  1 
And  sin  he  be«t  to  love  is,  and  most  meke,  ' 
What  nedeth  feyned  loves  for  to  sake  ?       j 

265.  Lo  here,  of  Payens  corsed  olde  rytes, 
Lo  here,  what  alle  hir  goddes  may  availle ;  1 
Lo  here,  these  wrecched  worldes  appe-  . 

tytes;  1851  | 

Lo  here,  the  fyn  and  guerdon  for  travaille 
Of  Jove,   Appollo,    of   liars,    of  swich  j 

rascaiUe!  | 

Lo  here,  the  forme  of  olde  clerkes  speche    | 
In  poetrye,  if  ye  hir  bokes  seche. —     1855 

266.  0  moral  Gkrwer,  this  book  I  directe 
To  thee,  and  to  the  philosophical  Strode, 
To  vonchen  sauf,  ther  nede  is,  to  corecte, 


Of  your  henignitees  and  zeles  gode. 
And  to  that  sothfast  Crist,  that  starf  on 

rode,  >86o 

With  al  myn  herte  of  mercy  ever  I  preye  ; 
And  to  the  lord  right  thus  I  speke  and 

seye  : 

267.  Thon  oon,  and  two,  and  three,  eteme 

on-ljrve. 
That  regnest  ay  in  three  and  two  and 

oon, 
Uncirctimsoript,  and  al  mayst  oirctim- 

scryve,  1865 

Us  from  visible  and  invisible  foon 
Defende  ;  and  to  thy  mercy,  everychoon, 
So  make  us,  Jesus,  for  thy  grace,  digne. 
For  love  of   mayde    and    moder    thyn 

benigne !    Amen. 

Explicit  Liber  Troili  et  Criseydis. 
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fiitD  tnrno  ns  owry  tln>ein  to  firo«lt> ! 
l'V»r  hit  is  wondi-r,  liy  tho  reulo, 
Tp*  my  wit,  whfit  CAi^sc-th  aweveuoa 
Ekiier  an  iiir>rwca,  vr  on  evenea  ; 
And  why  tlf effect  f-dwetli  of  SkPlutne, 
A 11 1 1  ot  Sflmme  Uit  Hhal  never  com©  ; 
Why  tlint  is  nn  nviaionu, 
Aii'l  tthta  A  rc,*volflL'iimTi  ; 
Why  I  Ilia  u  a  return,  why  ihat  fi  swoven. 


Tliat  iKi  innn  inny  hiin  liote  1)e<le: 
Or  oik's,  that  ilovncionn 
Of  Hfimnus  find  eontoTnjiWioum 
C^in^tli  (iwicli«  <lremes  i4\ii : 
Or  t hut  tho  Cirtiel  l>-i  tlJ^irt* 

Tlmt  hrK|^»oit  OTcr  miic:hi'  i*r  itrwlan, 
That  pnroly  hir  impTVtaflioiiUJt 
Cfinset  b  hem  Avifnoniu ; 
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Weninge  hit  had  al  be  80, 

As  he  hir  swoor ;  and  her-by  domed 

That  he  was  good,  for  he  swioh  seined. 

Alias !  what  harm  doth  apparenoe,      26$ 

Whan  hit  is  ials  in  existence  ! 

For  he  to  hir  a  traitoor  was ; 

Wherfor  she  slow  hir^flelf,  alias ! 

LOf  how  a  woman  doth  amis, 
To  love  him  that  onknowen  is !  270 

For,  by  Crist,  lo !  thus  hit  fareth ; 
'  Hit  is  not  al  gold,  that  glareth.' 
For,  al-so  bronke  I  wel  myn  heed, 
Ther  may  be  under  goodliheed 
Kevered  many  a  shrewed  Tyce ;  ajs 

Therfor  be  no  wight  so  nyce. 
To  take  a  love  only  for  chere, 
For  speche,  or  for  frendly  manere ; 
For  this  shal  every  woman  finde 
That  som  nutn,  of  his  pure  kinde,         280 
Wol  shewen  outward  the  faireste, 
HI  he  have  caught  that  what  him  lest^ ; 
And  thanne  wol  he  causes  flnde, 
And  Bwere  how  that  she  is  unkinde, 
Or  fids,  or  prevy,  or  double  was.  285 

Al  this  seye  I  by  Eneas 
And  Dido,  and  hir  nyce  lest, 
That  lovede  al  to  sone  a  gest ; 
Therfor  I  wol  seye  a  proverbe. 
That  *  he  that  folly  knoweth  th'erbe    290 
May  saufly  leye  hit  to  his  ye  ' ; 
Withonte  dreed,  this  is  no  lye. 

But  let  us  speke  of  Eneas, 
How  he  betrayed  hir,  alias  ! 
And  lefte  hir  fol  unkindely.  395 

80  whan  she  saw  al-utterly, 
Thaii  he  wolde  hir  of  trouthe  faile. 
And  wende  fro  hir  to  Itaile, 
6he  gan  to  wringe  hir  hondes  two. 

*  Alias !'  quod  she,  *  what  me  is  wo !  3c» 
Alias !  is  every  man  thus  trewe. 
That  every  yere  wolde  have  a  newe. 
If  hit  so  longe  tyme  dure. 
Or  elles  three,  peraventure  ? 
As  thus :  of  oon  he  wolde  have  fame    305 
In  magnifying  of  his  name  ; 
Another  for  frendship,  seith  he ; 
And  yet  ther  shal  the  thridde  be. 
That  shal  be  taken  for  delyt, 
Lo,  or  for  singular  profyt.'  310 

In  awiohe  wordes  gan  to  pleyne 
Dido  of  hir  grete  peyne, 


As  me  mette  redely ; 

Kon  other  auctour  alegge  I. 

'  Alias ! '  quod  she,  '  my  swete  herte,     3 15 

Have  pitee  on  my  sorwes  smerte, 

And  slee  me  not !  go  noght  away ! 

O  woftil  Dido,  wel  away ! ' 

Quod  she  to  hir-selve  tho. 

'O  Eneas !  what  wil  ye  do ?  330 

O,  that  your  love,  ne  your  bonde. 

That  ye  ban  sworn  with  your  right  honde, 

Ne  my  cruel  deeth,'  quod  she, 

'  May  holde  yow  still  beer  with  me  ! 

O,  haveth  of  my  deeth  pitee !  335 

Y-wis,  my  dere  herte,  ye 

Knowen  Ail  wel  that  never  yit, 

As  fer-forth  as  I  hadde  wit, 

Agilte  [I]  yow  in  thoght  ne  deed. 

O,  have  ye  men  swioh  goodliheed  330 

In  speche,  and  never  a  deel  of  trouthe? 

Alias,  that  ever  hadde  routhe 

Any  woman  on  any  man ! 

Now  see  I  wel,  and  telle  can, 

We  wrecched  wimmen  conne  non  art ;  335 

For  certeyn,  for  the  more  part, 

Thus  we  be  served  everiohone. 

How  sore  that  ye  men  conne  grone, 

Anoon,  as  we  have  yow  recejnred, 

Certeinly  we  ben  decejrved ;  340 

For,  though  your  love  laste  a  sesotm, 

Wayte  upon  the  conolusioun. 

And  eek  how  that  ye  determjmeu, 

And  for  the  more  i>art  diffynen. 

'  O,  welawey  that  I  was  bom  !  345 

For  through  3row  is  my  name  lorn, 
And  alle  myn  actes  red  and  songe 
Over  al  this  lond,  on  every  tonge. 
O  wikke  Fame  !  for  ther  ms 
Nothing  so  swift,  lo,  as  she  is !  350 

O,  sooth  is,  eveiy  thing  is  wist, 
Though  hit  be  kevered  vdth  the  mist. 
Eek,  thogh  I  mighte  duren  ever. 
That  I  have  doon,  rekever  I  never. 
That  I  ne  shal  be  seyd,  alias,  355 

Y-shamed  be  through  Eneas, 
And  that  I  shal  thus  juged  be — 
^*  Lo,  right  as  she  hath  doon,  now  she 
Wol  do  eftsones,  hardily ; " 
Thus  sejrth  the  peple  prevely.* —  360 

But  that  is  doon,  nis  not  to  done ; 
t  Al  hir  complesmt  ne  al  hir  mone, 
Certeyn,  availeth  hir  not  a  stree. 
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llisi>ttmisly.  Iff  I  Inn  Pimi^. 

Anfl  luxt  tlmt  six^v  1  lii'vv-  Vi^uufl, 
Wlifui  tliftt  sho  »aw  the  wislel  brende, 
L'^nii  t'rn  tlic  hr^Vfan?  giiu  ileacaniJe^ 
Aiul  tisiti  liir  seme  Ji!iit'4L3  floe  ;  1*65 

And  liuw  hu  iif'jidt",  ujjd  Low  that  he 
KHi-jijjvd  vctvs  irtun  jil  the  uris, 
And  rrn-k  htjf)  liidgr,  AhlIiisv^^ 
.Viid  har  liiiiL  LiU  hiiJ  hnklL?  away, 
t '  i;\'  i  J )  ^i.%  '  .Vilas,  ami  wt'l  away  ! '  170 

Tlio  ^vliicLc  Auehittia  in  lild  lionde 
Iljir  Tht  rr^hidcy  Lif  the  lomk^, 
Tliiike  thtit  nnbririide  were. 

Ami  I  saw  next,  in  hUo  thifl  isra, 
ll*>w  Creasit,  dann  EneaiJ  w.vfj  T75 

^Vliii  h  ihat  he  lovuilti  as  hia  lyf, 
.Aii*t  liir  yiiiiRO  siinr  Iiilo, 

TN  ildcri  ink  Milh  drrtrv  Lhure, 

TliKt  lik  >ms  ]ii<(  u  fi»r  to  here  j  liki 

Aaiil  hi  a  loresf,  :\s  they  >vc!iitej 

At  a  turninp:e  yt  n  woiite, 

lUtvt  Crtuaa  was  y-lost,  alhia ! 

Thsit  ilceil,  [Initj  inKit  I  how^  ahe  wius; 

ll"W  he  Inr  Sfm(>hre,  ami  how  hir  ^at  i?t5 

JJitd  hi  til  tn  See  the  Ctreked  on% 

Aud  sfjydo.  luj?  nifjate  tin  To  ItaLle^ 

As  v^as  Jji?;  'ie>itint?o,  sjaiuis  taiUe; 


To  see  hit  pejnted  on  th^  walte. 

Thcr  »w  r  grxvBTi  eek  ladtludleT 
Ventis,  hi>w  ye,  my  lady  dems 
Wepinge  with  ful  wofol  che^re, 
Pmyen  Jxi]nt«r  na  hye  *»5 

To  save  and  kepe  that  nayye 
Of  the  Troyfl-a  Ent^, 
Sith  that  he  hir  sf.tuci  wius. 

Ther  iaw  t  Jf»v<js  Tonua  klsse, 
Ai3d  gT]»imt«d  of  the  leinpest  lim&     i'^ 
Ther  saw  I  how  the  tempc^Bt  steute, 
And  how  with  all^  pyue  he  wentot 
And  prevely  twik  arnvAge 
In  thd  eontreci  uf  C4u*tiig« ; 
Anil  on  the  morwe^  bow  that  he         '^ 
And  a  knight,  hight  Acfajlt«e, 
Metten  with  Venns  that  <i*y, 
Gtjinge  in  a  qtieynt  array, 
Aj3  she  hatl  ben  an  ImnteneaaOt 
With  wind  blowings  npon  hii- 
How  En  ens  gan  hiai  vo  pleyne, 
Whan  that  ho  k»ew  hir,  r*f  liis  peynei 
And  how  his  shippes  dreynto  were, 
Or  ell«3  losi-^  he  niste  where  ; 
How  she  gan  him  comlbrte  the,  ^.^» 

And  ^tad  Jiini  to  Cartage  go. 
And  ther  he  shuldi^  his  folk  finds, 
That  iJi  tJie  aee  w^re  li-ft  l&eh.iDile, 

And,  shortly  of  this^  thi^g  to  imk*. 
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The  whiche  I  preye  alway  save  hb, 
And  na  ay  of  our  sorwefl  lighte  ! 

Whan  I  bad  seyen  al  this  sighte 
In  this  noble  temple  thus, 
'A,  Lord  ! '  tbongbte  I,  'that  madest  os, 
Tet  saw  I  never  swicb  noblesse  471 

Of  ima^^es,  ne  swicb  ricbesse, 
As  I  saw  graven  in  tbis  cbircbe ; 
Bat  not  woot  I  wbo  dide  hem  wircbe, 
Ne  wber  I  am,  ne  in  what  contree.       475 
But  now  wol  I  go  out  and  see, 
Bight  at  tbe  wiket,  if  I  can 
See  o-wber  stering  any  man, 
That  may  me  telle  wber  I  am/ 

When  I  out  at  the  dores  cam,  480 

I  faste  abonte  me  beheld. 
Then  saw  I  but  a  large  feld, 
As  fer  as  that  I  migbte  see, 
Withouten  toon,  or  bous,  or  tree. 
Or  busb,  or  gras,  or  ered  lond  ;  485 

For  al  tbe  feld  nas  but  of  sond 
As  smal  as  man  may  see  yet  lye 


In  the  desert  of  Libye  ; 

Ne  I  no  maner  creature, 

That  is  y-formed  by  nature, 

Ne  saw,  me  [for]  to  rede  or  wisse. 

*  O  Crist,'  thoughte  I,  *  that  art  in  blisse, 

Fro  fantom  and  illusioun 

Me  save ! '  and  with  devocioun 

Myn  y6n  to  the  beven  I  caste. 

Tho  was  I  war,  lo  !  at  the  laste, 
That  faste  by  the  sonne,  as  hy6 
As  kenne  mighte  I  with  myn  y^. 
Me  thoughte  I  saw  an  egle  sore, 
But  that  hit  semed  moche  more 
Then  I  had  any  egle  seyn. 
But  this  as  sooth  as  deeth,  oerteyn, 
Hit  was  of  golde,  and  shoon  so  brighte. 
That  never  saw  men  such  a  sighte, 
But-if  the  beven  hadde  y-wonne  51*5 

Al  newe  of  golde  another  sonne  ; 
So  shoon  the  egles  fethres  brighte. 
And  somwhat  dounward  gan  bit  lighte. 
Explicit  liber  primus. 
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Incipit  liber  secnndns. 
Proem, 

Now  berkneth,  every  maner  man 
That  English  understonde  can,  510 

And  listetb  of  my  dreem  to  lere ; 
For  now  at  erste  shul  ye  here 
So  fselly  an  avisioun. 
That  Isaye,  ne  Scipioun, 
Ne  king  Nabugodonosor,  515 

Fbaro,  Tumus,  ne  Eleanor, 
Ne  mette  swicb  a  dreem  as  tbis ! 
Now  faire  blisful,  O  Cipris,  (10) 

So  be  my  favour  at  tbis  tyme  ! 
And  ye,  me  to  endyte  and  ryme  $20 

Helpeth,  that  on  Pamaso  dwelle 
By  Elicon  the  clere  welle. 

O  Thought,  that  wroot  al  that  I  mette. 
And  in  the  tresorie  hit  shette 
Of  my  brayn  !  now  sbal  men  see  535 

If  any  vertu  in  thee  be, 
To  tellen  al  my  dreem  aright ; 
Now  kythe  tbyn  engyn  and  might !      (20) 

M 


T?ie  Dream, 
This  egle,  of  which  I  have  yow  told. 
That  shoon  with  fethres  as  of  gold,      530 
Which  that  so  hyd  gan  to  sore, 
I  gan  beholde  more  and  more. 
To  see  hir  beautee  and  the  wonder ; 
But  never  was  ther  dint  of  thonder, 
Ne  that  thing  that  men  caUe  foudre,   535 
That  smoot  somtyme  a  tour  to  x)oudre. 
And  in  his  swifte  coming  brende, 
That  so  swythe  gan  descende,  (30) 

As  this  foul,  whan  hit  behelde 
That  I  a-roume  was  in  the  felde  ;         540 
And  with  bis  grimme  pawes  stronge, 
Within  bis  sharpe  nayles  longe. 
Me,  fleinge,  at  a  swappe  be  hente. 
And  with  bis  sours  agayn  up  wente, 
Me  caiyinge  in  his  clawes  starke  545 

Ab  lightly  as  I  were  a  larke. 
How  high,  I  can  not  telle  yow, 
For  I  cam  up,  I  niste  how.  (40) 

For  so  astonied  and  a-sweved 
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Wa8  every  vertu  in  my  heve<i,  550 

What  with  his  soars  and  with  my  drede. 
That  al  my  feling  gan  to  dede  ; 
For-why  hit  was  to  greet  aflfray. 

Thns  I  longe  in  his  olawes  hiy, 
Til  at  the  laste  he  to  me  si>ak  $$$ 

In  mannes  vois,  and  seyde,  *  Awak  ! 
And  be  not  ^oo  a^gast,  fur  shame  !  * 
And  called  me  tho  by  my  name.  (50) 

And,  for  I  sholde  the  bet  abreyde — 
Me  mett«->'  Awak,'  to  me  he  seyde,     560 
Right  in  the  same  vois  and  stevene 
That  nseth  oon  I  coade  nevene  ; 
And  with  that  vois,  soth  for  to  sayn, 
My  minde  cam  to  me  agayn  ; 
For  hit  was  goodly  seyd  to  me,  5^ 

So  uas  hit  never  wont  to  be. 

And  herwithal  I  gan  to  stere, 
And  he  me  in  his  feet  to  here,  (60) 

Til  that  he  felte  that  I  had  het«, 
And  felt©  eek  tho  myn  herte  bete.        570 
And  tho  gan  he  me  to  disporte, 
And  with  wordes  to  comforte, 
And  sayde  twyCs,  '  Seynte  Marie ! 
Thon  art  noyous  for  to  carie, 
And  nothing  nedeth  hit,  pardee !  $7^ 

For  al-so  wis  god  helpe  me 
As  thon  non  harm  shalt  have  of  this  ; 

(70) 


580 


And  this  cas,  that  betid  thee  is, 
Is  for  thy  lore  and  for  thy  prow  ;— 
Let  see !  darst  thou  yet  loke  now  V 
Be  ftil  assnred,  boldely, 
I  am  thy  frend.*    And  therwith  I 
Gan  f«)r  to  wondren  in  my  minde. 

*  O  god,'  thonghte  I,  ^  that  madest  kinde, 
Shal  I  non  other  weyes  dye  ?  585 
Wher  Joves  wol  me  stellifye, 

Or  what  thing  may  this  signiiye  ? 

I  neither  am  Enok,  no  Elye,  (80) 

Ne  Romulus,  ne  Ganymede 

That  was  y-bore  up,  as  men  rede,         590 

To  hevene  with  dan  Jupiter, 

And  maad  the  goddes  boteler.' 

Lo  !  this  was  tho  my  fantasye  ! 
But  he  that  bar  me  gan  ospye 
That  I  so  thoghte,  and  seyde  this : —    595 

•  Thou  demest  of  thy-self  amis ; 
For  Joves  is  not  ther-aboute — 

I  dar  wel  putte  thee  out  of  doute-  -     (90) 

To  make  of  thee  as  yet  a  st«rre. 

But  er  I  here  thee  moche  ferre,  600 


I  wul  thee  t«Ue  what  I  am, 
And  whider  thou  shalt,  and  why  I  cam 
To  fdone  this,  so  that  thou  take 
Good  hert«,  and  not  for  fere  quake.' 

*  Gladly,'  quod  L    '  Now  wel,'  quod  he : — 

*  First  I,  that  in  my  feet  have  thee,      606 
Of  which  thou  hast  a  feer  and  wonder. 
Am  dwelling  with  the  god  of  thonder, 
Which  that  men  oallen  Jupiter,         (101) 
That  dooth  me  flee  ful  ofte  fer  610 
To  do  al  his  comaundement. 

And  for  this  cause  he  hath  me  sent 

To  thee :  now  fherkne,  by  thy  trouthe ! 

Certeyn,  he  hath  of  thee  routhe. 

That  thou  so  longe  trewely  015 

Hast  served  so  ententifly 

His  blinde  nevew  Cupido, 

And  fair  Venus  [goddesse]  also,  (1 10) 

Without©  guerdoun  ever  yit, 

And  nevertheles  hast  set  thy  wit —       6j<> 

Although  that  in  thy  hede  ful  -f  lyte  is — 

To  make  bokes,  songes,  dytees, 

In  ryme,  or  elles  in  cadence. 

As  thou  best  canst,  in  reverence 

Of  Love,  and  of  his  serx'ants  eke,  625 

That  have  his  servise  soght,  and  seke  ; 

And  peynest  thee  to  preyse  his  art, 

Althogh  thou  haddest  never  part ;      (i^o) 

^lierfor,  al-so  god  me  blesse, 

Joves  halt  hit  greet  humblesse  630 

And  vertu  eek,  that  thou  wolt  make 

A-night  fill  ofte  thyn  heed  to  ake, 

In  thy  studie  so  thou  wiyteet. 

And  ever-mo  of  love  endytest. 

In  honour  of  him  and  preysinges,  655 

And  in  his  folkes  fiirtheringes. 

And  in  hir  matere  al  devysest,  {f^) 

And  noght  him  nor  his  folk  despyaest. 

Although  thou  mayst  go  in  the  daunce 

Of  hem  that  him  list  not  a\'aunce.        640 

*  Wherfor,  as  I  seyde,  y-wis, 
Jupit©r  considereth  this. 
And  also,  beau  sir,  other  thinges ; 
That  is,  that  thou  hast  no  tydinges 
Of  Loves  folk,  if  they  be  glade,  645 

Ne  of  noght  elles  that  god  made  ; 
And  noght  only  firo  fer  contree 
That  ther  no  tyding  oomth  to  thee,    ( 140) 
But  of  thy  verray  neyghebores, 
That  dwellen  almost  at  thy  doreM,         ty^t 
Thou  herest  neither  that  ne  tliis ; 
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For  whan  thy  labour  doon  al  is, 
And  hast  y-maad  thy  rekeninges, 
In  stede  of  reste  and  newe  thinges, 
Thoa  goet  lioom  to  thy  hons  anoon  ;     655 
And,  also  domb  as  any  stoon, 
Thoa  sitteet  at  another  boke, 
Til  fnlly  daswed  is  thy  loke,  (150) 

And  livest  thus  as  an  hermyte, 
Althoogh  thyn  abstinence  is  lyte.        660 
*  And  therfor  Joves,  through  his  grace, 
Wol  that  I  bere  thee  to  a  place, 
Which  that  hight  thk  Hods  op  Fake, 
To  do  thee  som  disport  and  game. 
In  som  recompensacioun  665 

Of  labour  and  devocioun 
That  thou  hast  had,  lo !  causeles. 
To  Cupido,  the  reccheles !  (160) 

And  thus  this  god,  thorgh  his  meryte, 
Wol  with  som  maner  thing  thee  quyte. 
So  that  thou  wolt  be  of  good  chere.  «    671 
For  truste  wel,  that  thou  shalt  here, 
When  we  be  comen  ther  I  seye. 
Mo  wonder  thinges,  dar  I  leye, 
Of  Loves  folke  mo  tjrdinges,  675 

Bothe  soth-sawes  and  lesinges ; 
And  nxo  loves  newe  begonne, 
And  longe  y-served  loves  w«  nne,         (170) 
And  rao  loves  casually 
That  been  betid,  no  man  wot  why,       680 
But  as  a  blind  man  stert  an  hare ; 
And  more  jolytee  and  fare, 
Whyl  that  they  flnde  love  of  stele. 
As  thinketh  hem,  and  over-al  wele ; 
Mo  discords,  and  mo  jelousyes,  685 

Mo  murmurs,  and  mo  noveliyes. 
And  mo  dissimulaciouns, 
And  feyned  reparaciouns ;  (180) 

And  mo  berdes  in  two  houres 
Withoute  rasour  or  sisoures  690 

Y-maad,  then  grejmes  be  of  sondes ; 
And  eke  mo  holdinge  in  hondes. 
And  also  mo  renovelaunces 
Of  olde  forleten  aqueyntaunces ; 
Mo  love-dayes  and  aoordes  695 

Then  on  instruments  ben  cordes  ; 
And  eke  of  loves  mo  eschaunges 
Than  ever  comes  were  in  graimges ;  (190) 
I'nethe  maistow  trowen  this  ?' —  6ihj 

Quod  he.     '  No,  helpe  me  god  so  wis  !' — 
Quod  I.    *  No  ?  why  ? '  quod  he.    ♦  For  hit 
Were  imiKWsible,  to  my  wit, 


Though  that  Fame  hadde  al  the  pyes 

In  al  a  realme,  and  nl  the  spycs. 

How  that  yet  she  shulde  here  al  this,   705 

Or  they  espye  hit'    *  O  yis,  yis ! ' 

Quod  he  to  me,  ^  that  can  I  preve 

By  resoun,  worthy  for  to  leve,  (200) 

So  that  thou  yeve  thyn  advertence 

To  understonde  my  sentence.  710 

*  First  shalt  thou  heren  wher  she  dwell- 
eth. 
And  so  thyn  owne  book  hit  telletli ; 
Hir  paleys  stant,  as  I  shal  seye. 
Right  even  in  middes  of  the  weye 
Betwixen  hevene,  erthe,  and  sec  ;  715 

That,  what-so-ever  in  al  these  three 
Is  spoken,  in  privee  or  aperte. 
The  wey  therto  is  so  overte,  uui) 

And  stant  eek  in  so  juste  a  place. 
That  every  soun  mot  to  hit  x>ace,  730 

Or  what  so  comth  fro  any  tonge, 
Be  hit  rouned,  red,  or  songe. 
Or  spoke  in  senrtee  or  drede, 
Certein,  hit  moste  thider  nedc. 

'  Now  herkne  wel ;  for-why  I  wille    7-15 
Tellen  thee  a  propre  skile. 
And  fworthy  demonstracioun 
In  myn  imagynaciouu.  (jjo) 

'  Geffrey,  thou  wost  right  wel  this. 
That  every  kindly  thing  that  is,  730 

Hath  a  kindly  stede  ther  he 
May  best  in  hit  conserved  be  ; 
Unto  which  place  every  thing, 
Through  his  kindly  enclyning, 
Moveth  for  to  come  to,  735 

Whan  that  hit  is  awey  therfro  ; 
Ab  thus ;  lo,  thou  mayst  al  day  see 
That  any  thing  that  hevy  be,  (^230) 

As  stoon  or  leed,  or  thing  of  wighte, 
And  ber  hit  never  so  hye  on  highto,     740 
Lftt  go  thyn  hand,  hit  falleth  doun. 

'  Right  so  seye  I  by  fyre  or  soun, 
Or  smoke,  or  other  thinges  lighte, 
Alwey  they  seke  upward  on  highto  ; 
Whyl  ech  of  hem  is  at  his  large,  745 

Light  thing  up,  and  dounwanl  charge. 

'  And  for  this  cause  mayst  thou  sec, 
That  every  river  to  the  sec  ^^240) 

EncljTied  is  to  go,  bj-  kindo. 
And  by  these  skilles,  as  I  finde,  750 

Hath  fish  dwelUnge  in  floode  and  see, 
And  trees  eek  in  erthe  be. 
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Tho5  (fv(^rv  thiu^f^  hy  tliia  TXhSioun. 

To  -w  hit  h  J  lit  st-kotli  to  n^jsaireK  755 

Aa  tlit^r  hit  ehuMt3  iv>t  iiiiiiiiw 

Lm,  tliU  BKiitenLC  i^  knowtn  couthe 

Ofeveo"  lihiiostti>Urffi  m-iathtj,  (j^o) 

A3  AristtH'tl+jHUnl  liaii  Pint-Hi^ 

Anti  (>tlit!r  !'lork(*5  uuiny  cmjii  ;  760 

An'l  to  coiiJiniiLt  U(3-  TosiiuQ, 

TUoii  wost  w&l  tliiSf  th)U  speehe  id  somi, 

Or  ©Uea  110  nuui  uiij^htv  hit  here  j 

Wuw  "fWrkiie  ivhdt  1  wpI  thee  lere. 

^  Suuii  is  n^^lit  hut  air  y-tiroken,        765 
Ami  evtT>'  i4[iGchfi  tliat  is  flp;>lt€ii. 

In  bis  sn!j3tjiiuice  i^f  hut  nir  ;  (s6o) 

Fur  o^  fliiujiiho  is  hut  IkL^Jitt'l  Hmoke, 
Rif?ht  BO  & nm  ia  nir  y-hi - hka.  770 

But  This  iiiiiy  1*0  tu  niauy  wjii^^ 
Ot  wliitih  I  wil  tlieo  two  dox^yaet 
As  ^mti  thiit  comth  i>i  1^371?  or  haipo. 
Fur  whim  d  p>Tt?  is  blowtjri  shn.ipG»^ 
Hie  Jitr  is  twirtt  with  viobtn«,  775 

A 11' I  Til  lit  ^  lo,  this  ifl  my  eyiit^itice  ; 
E«k,  vvhiiu  uitii  liarj it^'Kt ringea  flmyt0s 
■\V  h  <  t  h  I  r  J 1  h  3  h  ■  11  n  kj  1 1  o  ur  I  >i  t\  (a  70 } 

Jj.\  with  tlio  Ettrihik  the  air  tu^hrekotU;  f^ 
Eight  bi*  hit  lir(kj.4h  whan  men  spekotli. 
Thn^  wiijf^t  th>Li  Wi'l  whiLT  t  hi  tig  is  spec  hu. 


Tbat  Wt  »t  botbo  brwk«8  U.  1 

AUthrigh  thon  mowe  kit  not  y-«ee 
Abftvo,  hit  grf>th  y(jt  iilwi^v  tmder^        *PS 
Althci^li  thou  tbcttke  hit  ft  grat  wpadtf. 
And  whi>HB<>  apith  of  tix^uthe  I  Twie, 
Bid  him  pttjven  the  cotttrarie.  (f*! 

And  ri^ht  thus  every  word.  y^-mA, 
Thftt  loud<^  or  priv^  spitkou  la,  Si* 

Moveth  first  an  air  nboute, 
And  of  this  moviixg.  out  of  do^U, 
An4th$r  air  auoon  is  isi^vq±, 
As  I  hftVf  ijf  tht)  -w&U^t  ptr^ved, 
That  evGj^'  ct-rclo  caoseth  other.         *i? 
Hii^ht  HO  of  ftiTt  i^y  ie^'e  broUier ; 
Evedrh  air  in  other  fitereth  i^ojl 

More  find  more,  atid  Bpu«he  up  heretic 
Or  voiiJ.  or  noiBe,  or  won!,  or  scmn, 
Aythrou^li  maltipticftriotuu  8» 

Til  Lit  lit)  attt  House  of  Fame  ;^ 
Tak  hit  in  emeat  or  in  gtune, 

*  Now  have  I  told,  if  thou  ham  miiiilti 
How  si>cehe  «r  eoun*  of  pture  kinde* 
Enclynpd  [^  upward  to  meye  ;  tij 

TiiiH.  ma>**t  thoa  fele,  wrf  1  preve. 
And  thiit  ft  he  tnnnaiooii,  y-wia. 
That  over^"-  thing  euclynEMl  to  is,         ijiafi^ 
Hatli  his  kindelicho  fit«de  ; 
i  Than  aheweth  hit,  withouten  dr«d&«  ftfa 
Thnt  kindvlv  th^^  iiuELnsiotm 
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Have  I  not  preved  thns  simply, 

Withoaten  any  sabtiltee  855 

Of  speohe,  or  gret  piolixitee 

Of  termee  of  philoBophye, 

Of  fig:iire8  of  poetrye,  (350) 

Or  oolpnrs  of  rethoryke? 

Pardee,  hit  oghte  thee  to  lyke ;  860 

For  hard  langage  and  hard  matere 

Is  encombrons  for  to  here 

At  ones ;  wost  thou  not  wel  this  ?  * 

And  I  answerde,  and  seyde,  *  Yis/ 

'  A  ha ! '  quod  he,  Uo,  so  I  can  865 

Lewedly  to  a  lewed  man 
Speke,  and  shewe  him  swiohe  skiles, 
That  he  may  shake  hem  by  the  biles,  (360) 
80  palpable  th^ysholden  be. 
Bat  tel  me  this,  now  pray  I  thee,         870 
How  thinkth  thee  my  conolnsioon  ?' 
[Qaod  he].     *  A  good  persnasioun,' 
Qaod  I,  *  hit  is ;  and  lyk  to  be 
Bight  so  as  thou  hast  preved  me.' 

*  By  god,'  qnod  he,  ^  and  as  I  leve,        875 
Thoa  shalt  have  yit,  or  hit  be  eve, 

Of  every  word  of  this  sentence 
A  preve,  by  experience  ;  (370) 

And  with  thyn  eres  heren  wel 
Top  and  tail,  and  everydel,  880 

That  every  word  that  spoken  is 
Comth  into  Fames  Hons,  y-wis, 
As  I  have  seyd ;  what  wilt  thon  more  ? ' 
And  with  this  word  upper  to  sore 
He  gan,  and  seyde,  *  By  8eynt  Jame !  885 
Now  wil  we  speken  al  of  game.' — 
*  How  farest  thou? '  quod  he  to  me. 

♦  Wel,'  quod  L     '  Now  see,'  quod  he,  (380) 
*By  thy  trouthe,  yond  adoun, 

Wher  that  thou  knowest  any  toon,      890 

Or  houB,  or  any  other  thing. 

And  whan  thou  hast  of  ought  knowing, 

Jjoike  that  thou  wame  me. 

And  I  anoon  shal  telle  thee 

How  fer  that  thou  art  now  therfto.'     895 

And  I  adoun  fgan  loken  tho. 
And  beheld  feldes  and  plaines,  (389) 

And  now  hilles,  and  now  mountaines, 
Now  vtdayuy  and  now  forestes, 
And  now,  nnethes,  grete  bestes ;  900 

Now  riveres,  now  citees. 
Now  tonnes,  and  now  grete  trees, 
Now  shippes  sailinge  in  the  see. 

But  thus  sone  in  a  whyle  he 


Was  flowen  fro  the  grounde  so  hy^,      905 

That  al  the  world,  as  to  myn  y6, 

No  more  semed  than  a  prikke ; 

Or  elles  was  the  air  so  thikke  (400) 

That  I  ne  mighte  not  disoeme. 

With  that  he  spak  to  me  as  yeme,       910 

And  seyde :  '  Seestow  any  toun 

Or  ought  thou  knowest  yonder  doun  ?' 

I  seyde,  '  Nay.'    *  No  wonder  nis,' 
Quod  he,  *  for  half  so  high  as  this 
Nas  Alexander  Hacedo ;  915 

Ne  the  king,  dan  Scipio, 
That  saw  in  dreme,  at  point  devys, 
Helle  and  erthe,  and  paradjrs ;  (410) 

Ne  eek  the  wrecche  Dedalus, 
Ne  his  child,  nyce  Icarus,  930 

That  fleigh  so  highe  that  the  hete 
His  winges  malt,  and  he  fel  wete 
In-mid  the  see,  and  ther  he  dreynte, 
For  whom  was  maked  moch  compleynte. 

*  Now  turn  upward,'  quod  he,  *  thy  face, 
And  behold  this  large  place,  926 

This  air ;  but  loke  thou  ne  be 
Adrad  of  hem  that  thou  shalt  see  ;     (420) 
For  in  this  regioun,  certein, 
Bwelleth  many  a  citesein,  930 

Of  which  that  speketh  dan  Plato. 
These  ben  the  ejrrish  bestes,  lo ! ' 
And  so  saw  I  al  that  meynee 
Bothe  goon  and  also  flee. 
'  Now,'  quod  he  tho,  '  cast  up  thyn  y^;  935 
See  yonder,  lo,  the  Galaxyfi, 
Which  men  clepeth  the  Milky  Wey, 
Forhitiswhyt :  and  somme,  parfey,  (430; 
Callen  hit  Watlinge  Strete : 
That  ones  was  y-brent  with  hete,  940 

Whan  the  sonnes  sone,  the  rede. 
That  highte  Pheton,  wolde  lede 
Algate  his  fader  cart,  and  gye. 
The  o<irt-hors  gonne  wel  espye 
That  he  ne  ooude  no  govemaunce,       945 
And  gonne  for  to  lepe  and  launce. 
And  beren  him  now  up,  now  doun. 
Til  that  he  saw  the  Scorpioun,  (440) 

Which  that  in  heven  a  signe  is  yit. 
And  he,  for  ferde,  loste  his  wit,  950 

Of  that,  and  leet  the  reynes  goon 
Of  his  hors ;  and  they  anoon 
Gonne  up  to  mounte,  and  doun  descende 
Til  bothe  the  eyr  and  erthe  brende  ,* 
Til  Jupiter,  lo,  atte  laste,  955 
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Him  slow,  iiinl  t'lo  tiu'  I'jirt*'  caste. 

Ijii.  is  it.  lint  a  firrect  inist-haniico, 

To  li'to  a  tol<«  liun  goVfmauiK'C  ^5^) 

Of  thiiiff  that  hrt  can  n«»t  ilcmcine  ? ' 

An«i  with  this  wonl,  Both  for  to  seyne, 
Hf  pui  alway  npiK-r  to  son*,  961 

Aiul  pla<M«'«l  lilt'  ay  jnort'  an«l  more, 
So  t«>ithlully  to  1110  spak  lie. 

Tho  pan  I  lokcn  xiinlor  mo, 
Ami  l^f'ht'M  tlio  oyrisli  lu^stos,  965 

CloiuU'S.  mistes,  aiitl  ti-niin^stofi, 
Snow<'S,  hailcR.  n-ini-s.  wiinh-H, 
An<l  thViitromlrincf  in  hir  kindiii,       (460*1 
An<l  al  tin*  w«'y  throii(;h  whioho  I  cam  ; 
'  O  ytxl.'  ijuimI  I,  '  that  mailo  Aihim,      qjo 
M<M'hi>  is  thy  iiiif^ht  an<l  thy  nohlcsse!' 

An«l  tho  thoutrhtf  T  iii^m  B<Ht'o, 
That  writ.  '  a  thon^lit  may  flee  so  hyC, 
With  ti-theri'S  i»f  Philoj;iij)hyo, 
Ti»  passen  «'V«Tifli  i-h-ment;  975 

And  whan  he  liath  so  ti-r  y-went, 
Than  may  W  seen.  l>«>hin<l  liis  luik, 
('li»u<l.  an«l  al  that  I  oi' sjiak.'  ^470) 

Tho  pan  F  wexen  in  a  were, 
An<l  seyde.  *  I  woot  wel  I  am  hero  ;       yiky 
But  wh«T  in  h.nly  or  in  post 
I  ntMit.  y-wis  ;  hut  poil,  thoxi  wrigt!' 
Kor  m<»re  c.-leer  entenileinont 
>r!i«l<l<'  he  me  n«'Ver  yit  y-sent. 
An«l  than  thi.nuhte  I  on  Mareian,         1^5 
An- 1  i-ek  on  Aiite<'hiu«lian, 
That  s«»olh  was  hir  tl.srrii)rioun 
(Hal  the  hevi-nts  n-pioun,  (480) 

As  tV-r  rtH  that  I  saw  the  jirevt* ; 


Or  fAtlaiitcs  ilonf^Iitres  noveno. 
How  alle  these  am  set  in  hevene;     -.wl 
For  though  thtm  ha\'e  hem  ofte  on  honle, 
Yet  nostow  not  wher  that  they  stondf.' 
*  No  fors,*  qnod  I,  *  hit  ii  n(»  nedc :     m\ 
I  leve  as  vrel,  so  gitd  me  Bpede« 
Hem  that  wrjie  of  this  matere, 
As  thotigli  I  knew  hir  places  hero ; 
And  eok  they  shynen  here  so  brii^hte, 
Hit  shahle  shenden  al  my  sighte,       imft 

I  To  loke  on  hem.*    '  That  may  wel  bo,' 

■  Qnod  he.    And  so  forth  liar  he  me     '51UJ 
A  whyl,  anrl  than  he  fsan  to  cr^'o. 
That  never  henle  I  thiiiff  so  h>-e,         ituu 

.  '  Now  up  the  hee<l ;  f«»r  al  is  wel ; 

I  Se.\*nt  Jiil>-an.  hi,  lion  liostel ! 

I  See  here  the  Honfk>  «if  Flume,  lo  ! 
Maistow  not  heren  that  T  do?' 
'What?*  qiKKi  I.    •  Tlie  pn»te  soun.'  1025 
QikmI  he,  *that  mmMeth  up  and  ilnnn 
In  Fames  Hous,  fnl  of  t.\*dini^'«, 

I  Bothe  of  fair  si^eche  and  chy«UnR«-K.     <«>' 
And  offals  an«l  soth  com]M>une>l. 
Herkno  wel ;  hit  is  n«»t  r«inned.  loju 

Horestow  ni»t  the  preto  swof^fh?* 

I  *  Yis,  i»anU»o,'  (jwmI  I,  '  wel  3'-n«»c:li.' 
'  Ami  what  sonn  ia  it  lyk  ?'  qti**!  he. 
'  Peter  !  lyk  ]»etinjf  of  the  see/ 

;  (^ikhI  I,  'afi^iu  the  roches  hohi^'o,       10.95 
\Mian  tempest  di>th  the  ship]M*8  swaluwe; 

,  And  lat  a  man  stonde,  out  of  tlonte. 
A  mylo  thens,  un<l  here  hit  rontc;      1590} 
Or  elles  lyk  the  last  hnmhlinffo 
After  the  'plnvi^  ♦'f  ^  ihvi\M,\r\T\^^         11140 
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If  this  noise  that  I  here 

Be,  as  I  have  herd  thee  tellen, 

Of  folk  that  donn  in  erthe  dwellen, 

And  comth  here  in  the  same  wyse 

As  I  thee  herde  or  this  devyse ; 

And  that  ther  lyves  hody  nig 

In  al  that  hons  that  yonder  is, 

That  maketh  al  this  loude  fare  ?* 

*  No,*  quod  he,  *  1^  Seynte  Glare, 

And  also  wis  god  rede  me ! 

But  o  thinge  I  wil  wame  thee 

Of  the  which  thou  wolt  have  wonder. 

Lo,  to  the  House  of  Eame  yonder        1070 

Thou  wost  how  oometh  every  speche. 

Hit  nedeth  noght  thee  eft  to  teche. 

,But  understond  now  right  wel  this ; 

Whan  any  speche  y-eomen  is 


1060 


1065 


C560) 


Up  to  the  paleys,  anon-right  mjs 

Hit  wexeth  lyk  the  same  wight 
Which  that  the  word  in  erthe  spak, 
Be  hit  clothed  reed  or  blak  ;  (jejn) 

And  hath  so  verri^  his  lyknesse 
That  spak  the  word,  that  thou  wilt  gesso 
That  hit  the  same  body  be,  1081 

Man  or  woman,  he  or  she. 
And  is  not  this  a  wonder  thing  ? ' 
'  Yis,*  quod  I  tho,  '  by  hevene  king  ! ' 
And  with  this  worde,  '  Farwel,'  qn<Ml  ho, 
*  And  here  I  wol  abyden  thee  ;  1086 

And  god  of  hevene  sende  thee  grace, 
Som  good  to  lemen  in  this  place.'      (5K0) 
And  I  of  him  took  leve  anoon, 
And  gan  forth  to  the  paleys  goon.       1090 
Explicit  liber  secundus. 
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Incipit  liber  ter^us. 

Invocation. 

0  god  of  science  and  of  light, 
ApoUo,  through  thy  grete  might, 
This  litel  laste  book  thou  gye ! 
Xat  that  I  wilne,  for  maistrye. 

Here  art  poetical  be  shewed  ;  1095 

But,  for  the  rym  is  light  and  lowed, 

Tit  make  hit  sumwhat  agreable, 

Though  som  vers  faile  in  a  sillable ; 

And  that  I  do  no  diligence 

To  shewe  craft,  but  o  sentence.     (10)  1100 

And  if,  div3me  vertu,  thou 

Wilt  helpe  me  to  shewe  now 

That  in  myn  hede  y-marked  is — 

Lo,  that  is  for  to  menen  this. 

The  Hous  of  Fame  to  descryve —         1 105 

Thou  Shalt  see  me  go,  as  blyve. 

Unto  the  nexte  lanre  I  see. 

And  kiise  hit,  for  hit  is  thy  tree ; 

y<yw  entreth  in  my  breste  anoon  ! — 

7^  Dream. 
Whan  I  was  fro  this  egle  goon,    (20)  mo 

1  gan  beholde  ui)on  this  place. 


And  certein,  or  I  ferther  pace, 

I  wol  yow  al  the  shap  devyse 

Of  hous  and  fsite ;  and  al  the  w^^se 

How  I  gan  to  this  place  aproche  1115 

That  stood  upon  so  high  a  roche, 

Hyer  stant  ther  noon  in  Spaine. 

But  up  I  olomb  with  alle  paine, 

And  though  to  dimbe  hit  greved  me, 

Yit  I  ententif  was  to  see,  (j^o)  1 1 20 

And  for  to  pouren  wonder  lowe, 

If  I  coude  any  weyes  knowe 

What  maner  stoon  this  roche  was ; 

For  hit  was  lyk  a  thing  of  glas. 

But  that  hit  shoon  ful  more  dere  ;      1 1 25 

But  of  what  congeled  matere 

Hit  was,  I  niste  redely. 

But  at  the  laste  espyed  I, 
And  found  that  hit  was,  evezy  deel, 
A  roche  of  yse,  and  not  of  steel.    (40)  1 1.^0 
Thoughte  I,  •  By  Seynt  Thomas  of  Kent ! 
This  were  a  feble  foundement 
To  bilden  on  a  place  hye ; 
He  oughte  him  litel  gloriiye 
That  her-on  bilt,  god  so  me  save  ! '       1 135 

Tho  saw  I  al  the  half  y-grave 
With  famous  folkes  names  fele. 
That  had  y-been  in  mochel  wele. 
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And  lijr  liuiiud  wjU*?  y-blowt- 

Bnt  wcl  nnetbes  c^nde  I  knuwe    (^}  1140 

Any  loltros  for  to  red  a 

Hir  n^mijs  liy  ;  r<ir.  out  ol  drede, 

TliBy  were  alainet  iff-thowetl  bo^ 

Thnt  c*f  the  lettros  opu  or  two 

Whs  nioU*  ft. way  u£  every  n&met  1145 

Bo  unffimDu.4  woA  wexe  hir  fame  j 

But  men  &vj'n.  '  What  may  ever  last«  ?  ' 

Tlin  gnu  I  La  tnyu  herte  c^tu^ 
Thnt  I  hoy  were  ixiolt«  ciw«y  with  hetei, 
Aiifl  11- >t  aw(»y  with  stormei  het«,  {60)  1130 
For  iffi  tbiit  utlior  fiyde  I  aey 
Oi  tiui  hilie,  that  uf*rthw»rd  Uy, 
II<^w  hit  wna  writfln  ftil  of  HOmM 
Of  tblk  thAt  hivlileu  i^riatQ  fHmev 
01  ul  L  Li?  ty  m  ^,  ft  11 1 1  y  it  t  h  ey  were  1 155 

As  tK£±i!ie    as     meu     ha4    writeu    Ll^di 

thore 
Tho  ficlvo  clny  ri^ht^  or  that  hoare 
That  I  uj-MFii  h*}m  gun  to  poure, 
Bnt  wel  r  wiate  what  lut  macte ; 
Hit  wiw  toas«r%'(?iI  with  th&  nheA^ —    {^) 
A I  this  wr;j  tiiigfe  that  I  By —  11 61 

01 H  Qii$tel.  thiit  BtiKxl  on  hyt 
And  j^tinxl  e<ek  on  bo  cold  a  place, 
That  hdtt^  uil^hta  hit  nut  d@flM^e. 

Th'i  LTi^n  I  11] »  th(?  hille  to  gwillf  1165 

An"l  ti^iiil  TuiMHi  tho  c^Dp]io  a  Wonli+ 


If 

4 


tBabewtnne«  and  piuaolefi,  ■ 

Image ritjs  and  tabeimaulaif  itb^  i 

1  naw  ;  and  fol  eek  o^f  windowi*, 

Aa  tlakes  falle  in,  f^rotv  soiowm. 

And  euk  in  ecb  of  the  pinocle* 

Wensn  aondrj"  bubitaciea. 

In  whicfa«  etoden,  al  wlUiocite—        ii| 

Fnl  tha  caotet,  al  atwnte — 

Of  aUe  maner  of  mltutrale*, 

And  gestirmrSf  that  teUen  taXefi 

Dothc  C'f  weping  lUid  t^f  fcam^s^ 

Of  al  that  longath  unto  FameL     {lui't  i4 

Ther  herde  I  pleyen  on  an  haipe 
That  sooned  hothe  wel  and  i^iATp^ 
OrpUens  ful  orattcly, 
And  on  his  Ejde,  faster  by^ 
Sat  the  harper  Orioti, 
And  £acid€i«  Chiitmi 
And  other  harpers  niiLiiy  oon^ 
And  the  Bret  Glwscurion  ; 
And  nmnle  haiper«  with  her  glMi 
fSeten  under  hem  iia.  se^,  (md^  1* 

Atid  gomie  wn  h<^iij  upward  t«  gaps, 
And  cotuitrfift'te  hem  ad  an  atje* 
Or  as  crfiift  cotrntrefoteth  Idtidv. 

Tho  s^ugb  I  stonden  hem  behindu^ 
A-fer  fro  hem,  al  by  hemaelvc^  H^ 

Uany  thousand  tjmes  twelir«i,  I 

Th^t  maden  Iftndti  menatralcyei  J 
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In  tnunpe,  beme,  and  olariotin  ;  (150)  1240 
For  in  fight  and  blood-shedinge 
Is  tued  gladly  darioninge. 

Ther  herde  I  tnunpen  HeMenns, 
Of  whom  that  speketh  Yirgilios. 
Ther  herde  I  Joab  tmmpe  also,  1345 

^nieodomas,  and  other  mo ; 
And  alle  that  n«ed  clarion 
In  Oitaloigne  and  Aragon, 
That  in  hir  tyme  famons  were 
To  leme,  sangh  I  tmmpe  there.  (160)  1250 

Ther  langh  I  sitte  in  other  seta, 
Fleyinge  npon  sondry  gleta, 
Whiohe  that  I  cannot  nevene, 
Mo  then>8terre0  been  in  heyene. 
Of  whiohe  I  nil  as  now  not  ryme,         1255 
For  eee  of  yow,  and  loese  of  tyme : 
For  tyme  y-lost,  this  knowen  ye, 
By  no  way  may  recovered  be. 

Ther  eaogh  I  fpleyen  jogeloors, 
Magiciens  and  tregetonrs,  (170)  ia6o 

And  phitoneeses,  oharmeresses, 
Olde  wioohee,  sorceresses. 
That  use  exorsisacionns 
And  eek  thise  ftunigacioons ; 
And  derkes  eek,  which  oonne  wel      1265 
Al  this  magyke  naturel, 
That  craftely  don  hir  ententes, 
To  make,  in  oerteyn  asoendentes, 
Images,  lo,  throogh  which  magyk 
Tomakeamanbenhoolor^yk.  (180)1370 
Ther  sangh  I  fthee,  queen  Hedea, 
And  Circes  eke,  and  Calipsa ; 
Ther  sao^  I  Hermes  BaUenns, 
Lymoto,  and  eek  Simon  Hagns.  1274 

Ther  saogh  I,  and  knew  hem  hy  name, 
That  by  sooh  art  don  men  ban  £ame. 
Ther  saogh  I  CoUe  tregetoor 
Upon  a  table  of  sicamoor 
Fleye  an  nnoonthe  thing  to  telle ; 
I  taogh  him  carien  a  wind-melle  (190)  ia8o 
Tnder  a  walsh-note  shale. 

What  shold  I  make  lenger  tale 
^al  the  peple  that  I  say, 
F^  hennes  in-to  domeeday  ? 

Whan  I  had  al  this  folk  beholde,     1285 
And  fond  me  loos,  and  noght  y-holde, 
And  eft  y-mosed  longe  whyle 
Vpon  these  waUes  of  beryls, 
That  ahoon  fill  lighter  than  a  glas. 
And  nuMle  wel  more  than  hit  was       (aoo) 


To  semen,  every  thing,  y-wis,  1291 

As  kinde  thing  of  fames  is ; 
I  gan  forth  romen  til  I  fond 
The  castel-yate  on  my  right  bond. 
Which  that  so  wel  corven  was  1^95 

That  never  swich  another  nas ; 
And  yit  hit  was  by  aventnre 
T-wTonght,  as  often  as  by  cure. 

Hit  nedeth  noght  yow  for  to  tellen, 
To  make  yow  to  longe  dwellen,  (aio)  1300 
Of  this  yates  florisshinges, 
Ke  of  compasses,  ne  of  kervinges, 
Ne  how  they  fhatte  in  masoneries, 
As,  corbets  Aille  of  imageries. 
But,  lord  !  so  fair  hit  was  to  shewe,    1305 
For  hit  was  al  vrith  gold  behewe. 
But  in  I  wente,  and  that  anoon  ; 
Ther  mette  I  crying  many  oon, — 
*  A  larges,  larges,  hold  up  wel ! 
God  save  the  lady  of  this  pel,      (220)  1310 
Our  owne  gentil  lady  Fame, 
And  hem  that  wilnen  to  have  name 
Of  us  ! '    Thus  herde  I  cryen  alle. 
And  faste  oomen  out  of  halle, 
And  shoken  nobles  and  sterlinges.       1315 
And  somme  crouned  were  as  kinges, 
With  orounes  wrogl^t  ftd  of  losenges  ,* 
And  many  riban,  and  many  firenges 
Were  on  hir  clothes  trewely. 

Tho  atte  laste  aspyed  I  (330)  1330 

That  pursevauntes  and  heraudes, 
That  cryen  riche  folkes  laudes, 
Hit  weren  alle ;  and  every  man 
Of  hem,  as  I  yow  tellen  can, 
Had  on  him  throwen  a  vesture,  1335 

Which  that  men  olepe  a  cote-armure, 
Enbrowded  wonderliche  riche, 
Al-though  they  nere  nought  y-liche. 
But  noght  nil  I,  so  mote  I  thryve. 
Been  aboute  to  disoiyve  (340)  1330 

Al  these  armes  that  ther  weren, 
That  they  thus  on  hir  cotes  beren. 
For  hit  to  me  were  impossible  ; 
Men  mighte  make  of  hem  a  bible 
Twenty  foot  thikke,  as  I  trows.  1335 

For  certejrn,  who-so  coude  y-knowe 
Mighte  ther  alle  the  armes  seen 
Of  famous  folk  that  ban  y-been 
In  Auffrike,  Europe,  and  Asye, 
Sith  first  began  the  chevaJrjre.    (350)  1340 

Lo  !  how  shulde  I  now  telle  al  this  ? 
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Xf  «)t'  tlio  liuUcr  CH^k  whnt  nt<lo  is 

To  tellfii  y<»w,  that  ovorv  wal 

Of  hit,  ami  fl«M»r,  an«l  r»»«itnn«l  al 

Was  plaH'il  lialfa  ti»to  thikkc  I.V|5 

(McrtiM.  an<l  that  iias  ii<»-t]iinfc  "wikke. 

But.  iMi-  to  jirovi"  in  alli-  wys<.', 

As  lyn  as  «lu«'at  in  V<'nysi», 

Of  whiclu'  to  lyti*  al  in  my  ]M>n(.-Iio  is? 

An«l  they  wtT  s«'t  asthikkoofnouchis  (260) 


^55^ 


»555 


FuUi*  ot'tli*'  lyn*'St  stonr>s  I'airo, 
That  nn-n  hmIi-  in  thi»  rji])i<lair«', 
As  ^n'Srs  crp»w»Mi  in  a  nuMh- ; 
But  liit  "wrro  al  to  hmm'  to  rnlo 
Thr  namos  ;  anil  tlifiliin*  I  inwo. 

But  in  tliiH  rirho  lusty  jilaco. 
That  Fames  hallp  o-Hll^-fl  was. 
Fill  hhkIk!  ]ui,teH  M'fii^tk  thiT  nnm^ 

Butt  ftl  fill  hjie,  iil-<fve  a  ikoa^         fayo)  1360 
1  Sitte  in  n  S****  ini|K?iriA], 
Thftt  inuiMl  wa«i  ipf  a  ruln^p  nl^ 
Whi-^'h  tiiat  :l  ou  (iinif-le*  i§  y-eAllctil, 
I  fljuigh,  ]n>rj»i?tnjilly  y-frtallecl, 
A  tiemiri> lie  fieflturD  ; 
Tlmt  tit'vfir  li^ruHMl  hy  nntuTO 
Xhs  swich  Atiiitbftr  thinjr  y-wja, 
Fi  ►r  ft  1 1  h  prli  rst ,  s*  Pt  h  fnr  l<*  se>i*. 
Mc*  tbovyifhH'  that  sho  wtxi  fui  lyt«^ 
That,  tbo  k'Ugthi'.  ol  >i  fuhj'tt^         (jfo)  n^ 


13^5 


Bat,  lonl !  the  perrie  and  the 
I  Miuffh  sitting  on  this  goddefn ! 
And,  l«)rd  •  the  hevenidb  melodye      iM 
Of  songos,  fal  of  armonye, 
I  horde  alxmte  her  trone  j^^ongCf 
That  al  the  palo>'s-wallo8  ronfe ! 
So  flonfi^  the  mif^hty  Muse,  she 
Tliat  cleped  is  Calii^iK-c,  (\i**:  Upt 

And  hir  eifchte  snstren  eke. 
That  in  hir  face  semt^n  meko ; 
And  evermr*,  eternally, 
Th<'3'  soni^  ot  Fame,  as  tho  herde  I  :— 
*  Herioil  be  thon  ami  thr  name,         M4 
GiMhlesse  of  renonn  and  of  fiuiM!' 

Tho  was  I  ^iir.  1(»,  atto  laste, 

As  T  vnyn  ej'en  g^nn  tip  ^airt**,  

That  thia  ilko  noble  riut'iio 
On  hir  jshuldrofl  ffan  jnut4Mi«       (jjoi  K 
Bnitfae  tli'ani]f)<4  and  the  noma 
Ot  tho  that  hafide  1arig«  fame ; 
AleJtandcr,  and  H<?rcu.lc« 
That  with  a  abertc  ills  1^-1  1«s  1 
fThns  fotid  I  fitting  this  iriMideMm 
In  nobley.  honnnr,  and  nrh«swE 
W  which  I  9tint«  a  whyl«  now. 
Other  thing  to  t^tUeu  yow, 

Tiio  KatKgb  T  fftonde  on  either  QfvH 
Stret^Iit  doun  to  tho  dorea  wyil«,  >  ijii>< 
Fivi  the  dega.  many  a  itileer 
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Of  which  that  I  yow  telle  hear, 

Of  lede  and  yren  bothe,  y-wia.  1445 

For  yren  Martes  metal  is, 

Which  that  god  is  of  bataile ; 

And  the  leed,  withonten  fiule, 

Is,  lo,  the  metal  of  Satume, 

That  hath  ftil  large  wheel  to  tome.   (360) 

Tho  stoden  forUi,  on  every  rowe,         1451 

Of  hem  which  that  I  coade  knowe, 

Thogh  I  hem  noght  by  ordre  telle, 

To  make  yow  to  long  to  dwelle. 

These,  of  whiche  I  ginne  rede,  1455 

Ther  sangh  I  stonden,  oat  of  drede : 
Upon  an  yren  piler  strong. 
That  peynted  was,  al  endelong, 
With  tygres  blode  in  every  place, 
The  Tholosan  that  highte  Stace,  (370)  1460 
That  bar  of  Thebes  up  the  fame 
Upon  his  shnldres,  and  the  name 
Also  of  cruel  Achilles. 
And  by  him  stood,  withouten  lees, 
Pul  wonder  hye  pn  a  pileer  1465 

Of  yren,  he,  the  gret  Omeer  ; 
And  with  him  Dares  and  lytns 
Before,  and  eek  he,  Lollius, 
And  Goido  eek  de  Colnmpnis, 
And  English  Oanfride  eek,  y-wis ;  (380)  1470 
And  ech  of  these,  as  have  I  joye, 
Was  besy  for  to  here  np  Troye. 
80  hery  ther-of  was  the  fame. 
That  for  to  here  hit  was  no  game. 
But  yit  I  gan  ftd  wel  espye,  1475 

Betwix  hem  was  a  litel  envye. 
Oon  seyde,  Omere  made  lyes, 
Feyninge  in  his  poetryes, 
And  was  to  Grekes  favorable ; 
Therfor  held  he  hit  but  fable.     (390)  U^o 

Tho  saugh  I  stonde  on  a  pileer. 
That  was  of  tinned  yren  oleer. 
That  lAtin  poete,  [dan]  Virgyle, 
That  bore  hath  up  a  longe  whyle 
The  tame  of  Pius  Eneas.  1485 

Ajid  next  him  on  a  piler  was. 
Of  coper,  Venus  clerk,  Ovyde, 
Thai  bathi  y-sowen  wonder  wyde 
Hie  grete  god  of  Loves  name. 
And  ther  he  bar  up  wel  his  fame,       (400) 
Upon  tliis  piler,  also  bye  i49< 

As  I  might  see  hit  with  myn  y6  : 
Forwwhy  this  halle,  of  whiche  I  rede 
Was  woze  on  "t-highte,  lengthe  and  brede, 


Wel  more,  by  a  thousand  del,  1405 

Than  hit  was  erst,  that  sangh  I  wel. 

Tho  saugh  I,  on  a  piler  by, 
Of  yren  wroght  ful  stemely, 
The  grete  poete,  daun  Lucan, 
And  on  his  shuldres  bar  up  than,      (4 10) 
As  highe  as  that  I  mighte  see,  i5i>i 

The  fame  of  Julius  and  Pompee. 
And  by  him  stoden  alle  these  olerkes. 
That  writen  of  Bomes  mighty  werkes, 
That,  if  I  wolde  hir  names  telle,  1 505 

Al  to  longe  moste  I  dwelle. 

And  next  him  on  a  piler  stood 
Of  soulfre,  lyk  as  he  were  woo<I, 
Dan  Claudian,  the  soth  to  telle, 
That  bar  up  al  the  fame  of  helle,  (420)  1510 
Of  Pluto,  and  of  Proserpyne, 
That  quene  is  of  the  derke  pyne. 

What  shulde  I  more  telle  of  this  ? 
The  halle  was  al  ful,  y-wis. 
Of  hem  that  writen  olde  gestes,  1515 

As  ben  on  treds  rokes  nestes ; 
But  hit  a  ful  oonfVis  matere 
Were  al  the  gestes  for  to  here, 
That    they    of   write,     and     how   they 

highte. 
But  why  I  that  I  beheld  this  sighte,    (430) 
I  herde  a  noise  aprochen  blyve,  1521 

That  ferde  as  been  don  in  an  hyve, 
Agen  her  tyme  of  out-fleyinge  ; 
Bight  swiche  a  maner  murmuringe, 
For  al  the  world,  hit  semed  me.  1525 

Tho  gan  I  loke  aboute  and  see, 
That  ther  com  entring  fin  the  halle 
A  right  gret  company  with-alle, 
And  that  of  sondry  regiouns, 
Of  alleskinnes  condiciouns,  (440)1530 

That  dweUo  in  erthe  tmder  the  mone, 
Pore  and  ryohe.    And  also  sone 
As  they  were  come  into  the  halle, 
They  gonne  doun  on  kneOs  falle 
Before  this  ilke  noble  quene,  1535 

And  seyde,  *  Graunte  us,  lady  shene, 
Ech  of  us,  of  thy  grace,  a  bone ! ' 
And     somme     of    hem     she     graunted 

sone, 
And  somme  she  wemed  wel  and  felre ; 
And  somme  she  gratmted  the  oontraire 
Of  hir  axing  utterly.  (45U  «54 » 

But  thus  I  seye  yow  trewely, 
What  hir  cause  was,  I  niste. 
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For  this  folk,  fal  wel  I  wiste, 
They  hadde  good  fame  ech  deserved,  1545 
Althogh  they  were  diversly  served ; 
Right  as  hir  snster,  dame  Fortune, 
Is  wont  to  serven  in  comnne. 

Now  herkne  how  she  gan  to  paye 
That  gonne  hir  of  hir  grace  praye ;    (460) 
And  yit,  lo,  al  this  companye  1551 

Seyden  sooth,  and  noght  a  lye. 

*  Madame,*  seyden  they,  *  we  be 
Folk  that  heer  hesechen  thee, 
That  thongranntens  now  good  fame,  1555 
And  lete  our  werkes  han  that  name ; 
In  tal  reoompensacionn 
Of  good  werk,  give  ns  good  renoon.' 

*  I  weme  yow  hit,*  qnod  she  anoon, 

'  Ye  gete  of  me  good  fame  noon,  (470)  1560 
By  god  !  and  therfor  go  yotir  wey.* 

'  Alas,'  qnod  they,  '  and  welaway ! 
Telle  ns,  what  may  your  cause  be  ?' 

'For  me  list  hit  noght,'  quod  she ; 

*  No  wight  shal  speke  of  yow,  y-wis,    1565 
Good  ne  harm,  ne  that  ne  this.' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  to  calle 
Hir  messanger,  that  was  in  halle, 
And  bad  that  he  shulde  faste  goon, 
fUp  peyne  to  be  blind  anoon,     (480)  1570 
For  Eolus,  the  god  of  winde ; — 
'  In  Trace  ther  ye  shnl  him  finde, 
And  bid  him  bringe  his  clarioun. 
That  is  fol  dyvera  of  his  soun. 
And  hit  is  cleped  Clere  Laude,  1575 

With  which  he  wont  is  to  heraude 
Hem  that  me  list  y-preised  be : 
And  also  bid  him  how  that  he 
Bringe  his  other  clarioun. 
That  highte  Sclaundre  in  every  toun,  (490) 
With  which  he  wont  is  to  difiame      1581 
Hem  that  me  list,  and  do  hem  shame.' 

This  messanger  gan  faste  goon. 
And  found  wher,  in  a  cave  of  stoon, 
In  a  contree  that  highte  Trace,  1585 

This  Eolus,  with  harde  grace, 
Held  the  windes  in  distresse. 
And  gan  hem  under  him  to  preese, 
That  they  gonne  as  beres  rore, 
He  bond  and  pressed  hem  so  sore.      (500) 

This  messanger  gan  faste  crye,        1591 

*  Hys  up,'  quod  he,  '  and  faste  h3re, 
Til  that  thou  at  my  lady  be ; 

And  tak  thy  clarions  eek  with  thee, 


And  8i)eed  thee  forth.'   And  he  anon  1595 

Took  to  a  man,  that  hight  Triton, 

His  olariouns  to  here  tho, 

And  leet  a  certesm  wind  to  go. 

That  blew  so  hidously  and  hye, 

That  hit  ne  lefbe  not  a  skye        (510)  1600 

In  al  the  welken  longe  and  brood. 

This  Eolus  no-wher  abood 
Til  he  was  come  at  Fames  feet, 
And  eek  the  man  that  Triton  heet ; 
And  ther  he  stood,  as  still  as  stoon.    1605 
And  her-withal  ther  com  anoon 
Another  huge  oomjNuijre 
Of  gode  folk,  and  gunne  cxye, 
*  Lady,  graunte  us  now  good  £Bune, 
And  lat  our  werkes  han  that  name    (520) 
Now,  in  honour  of  gentilesse,  161 1 

And  also  god  your  soule  blesse ! 
For  we  han  wel  deserved  hit, 
Therfor  is  right  that  we  ben  quit.' 

'As    thxyve    I,'   quod    she,    *ye    shal 
fane, 
GK)od  werkes  shal  yow  noght  availe    1616 
To  have  of  me  good  fame  as  now. 
But  wite  ye  what  ?    I  graunte  yow, 
That  ye  shal  have  a  shrewed  fame      1619 
And  wikked  loos,  and  worse  name,    (530) 
Though  ye  good  loos  have  wel  deserved. 
Now  go  your  wey,  for  ye  be  served ; 
And  thou,  dim  Eolus,  let  see ! 
Tak  forth  thy  tmmpe  anon,'  quod  she, 
*■  That  is  y-cleped  Sdaunder  light,       1625 
And  blow  hir  loos,  that  every  wight 
Speke  of  hem  harm  and  shrewednease, 
In  stede  of  good  and  worthinesse. 
For  thou  shalt  trumpe  al  the  contraire 
Of  that  they  han  don  wel  or  £Eure.'     1690 

*  Alas,'  thoughte  I,  *  what  aventores 
Han  these  sory  creatures !  (542) 

For  they,  amonges  al  the  pres, 
Shul  thus  be  shamed  gilteles ! 
But  what !  hit  moste  nedes  be.'  1635 

What  did  this  Eolus,  but  he 
Tok  out  his  blakke  trumpe  of  bras, 
That  fouler  than  the  devil  was, 
And  gan  this  trumpe  for  to  blowe. 
As  al  the  world  shulde  overthrowe ;   (550) 
That  through-ont  eveiy  regioun  1641 

Wente  this  foule  trumpes  soun. 
As  swift  as  pelet  out  of  gonne, 
Whan  fyr  is  in  the  poudre  ronne. 
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And  swiche  a  smoke  gan  oat-wende    1645 

Ont  of  his  foole  tnimi)e8  ende, 

Blak,  bio,  grenish,  swartish  reed, 

As  doth  wher  that  men  melte  leed, 

Lo,  al  on  high  fro  the  tuel ! 

And  therto  00  thing  saagh  I  wel,  (560)  1650 

That,  the  ferther  that  hit  ran, 

The  gretter  wezen  hit  began, 

As  doth  the  river  from  a  welle. 

And  hit  stank  as  the  pit  of  helle. 

Alas,  thus  was  hir  shame  y-ronge,       1655 

And  giltelees,  on  every  tonga 

Tho  com  the  thridde  companye, 
And  gonne  up  to  the  dees  to  hye, 
And  doun  on  knees  they  fille  anon, 
And  seyde, '  We  ben  everichon     (570)  1660 
Folk  that  han  f\il  trewely 
Deserved  fame  rightfully. 
And  praye  yow,  hit  mot  be  knowe, 
Bight  as  hit  is^  and  forth  y-blowe.* 
'  I  graunte,*  quod  she,  '  for  me  list       1665 
That  now  your  gode  fwerk  be  wist ; 
And  yit  ye  shul  han  better  loos, 
Bight  in  dispyt  of  alle  your  foos, 
Than  worthy  is;  and  that  anoon  : 
Lat  now,*  quod  she, '  thy  trumpe  goon,  (580) 
Thou  Eolus,  that  is  so  blak ;  1671 

And  out  thyn  other  trumpe  tak 
That  highte  Laude,  and  blow  hit  so 
That  through  the  world  hir  fame  go 
Al  esely,  and  not  to  faste,  1675 

That  hit  be  knowen  atte  laste.* 

'  Pnl  gladly,  lady  myn,'  he  seyde ; 
And  out  his  trumpe  of  golde  he  brayde 
Anon,  and  sette  hit  to  his  mouthe, 
And  blew  hit  est,  and  west,  and  souUie,(59o) 
And  north,  as  loude  as  any  thunder,  1681 
That  every  wight  hadde  of  hit  wonder. 
So  brode  hit  ran,  or  than  hit  stente. 
And,  certee,  al  the  breeth  that  went« 
Out  of  his  trumpes  mouthe  smelde      1685 
As  men  a  pot-Ad  fbawme  helde 
Amon^  a  basket  ful  of  roses ; 
This  favour  dide  he  til  hir  loses. 

And  right  with  this  I  gan  aspye, 
Ther  com  the  ferthe  companye —  (600)  1690 
But  certeyn  they  were  wonder  fewe — 
And  gonne  stonden  in  a  rewe, 
And  seyden,  '  Certes,  lady  brighte, 
We  han  don  wel  with  al  our  might* ; 
But  we  ne  kei>en  have  no  fame.  1695 


Hyd  our  werkes  and  our  name, 

For  goddos  love  !  for  certes  we 

Han  certeyn  doon  hit  for  bountee, 

And  for  no  maner  other  thing.' 

*  I  graunte  yow  al  your  asking,'    (610)  1 700 

Quod  she  ;  '  let  your  fwerk  be  deed.' 

With  that  aboute  I  clew  myn.  heed, 
And  saugh  anoon  the  iifte  route 
That  to  this  lady  gonne  loute, 
And  doun  on  knees  anoon  to  falle ;      1705 
And  to  hir  tho  besoughten  alle 
To  hyde  hir  gode  werkes  eek, 
And  seyde,  they  yeven  noght  a  leek 
For  fame,  ne  for  swich  renoun  ; 
For  they,  for  contemplacioun      (620)  1710 
And  goddes  love,  hadde  y-wrought ; 
Ne  of  fame  wolde  they  nought. 

'  What  ? '  quod  she,  '  and  be  ye  wood  ? 
And  wene  ye  for  to  do  good, 
And  for  to  have  of  that  no  fame  ?         1715 
Have  ye  dispyt  to  have  my  name  ? 
Nay,  ye  shul  liven  everichoon  ! 
Blow  thy  trumpe  and  that  anoon,' 
Quod  she,  '  thou  Eolus,  I  hote. 
And  ring  this  folkes  fwerk  by  note,  (630) 
That  al  the  world  may  of  hit  here.*     1721 
And  he  gan  hlowe  hir  loos  so  clere 
In  his  golden  clarioun. 
That  through  the  world  wente  the  soun, 
f  So  kenely,  and  eek  so  soffce  ;  1725 

But  atte  laste  hit  was  on-lofte. 

Thoo  com  the  sexte  companye, 
And  gonne  faste  on  Fame  crye. 
Bight  verraily,  in  this  manere 
They  seyden  : '  Mercy,  lady  dere !  (640)  1730 
To  telle  certein,  as  hit  is. 
We  han  don  neither  that  ne  this, 
But  ydel  al  our  lyf  y-be. 
But,  natheles,  jrit  preye  we, 
That  we  mowe  han  so  good  a  fame,       1 735 
And  greet  renoun  and  knowen  name. 
As  they  that  han  don  noble  gestes, 
And  acheved  alle  hir  lestes, 
As  wel  of  love  as  other  thing ; 
Al  was  us  never  broche  ne  ring,  (65a)  1740 
Ne  elles  nought,  from  wimmen  sent, 
Ne  ones  in  hir  herte  y-ment 
To  make  us  only  frendly  chere. 
But  mighte  temen  us  on  bere  ; 
Yit  lat  us  to  the  peple  seme  1 745 

Swiche  as  the  world  may  of  us  deme, 
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That  wininu'ii  lovi'ii  us  f<»r  wcxmI. 

Hit  n\\nl  <lon  ns  as  in<K?ho  ^mkI, 

Ami  to  i»ur  lH*rt«i  as  mfK.'he  availe 

Ti>  count ri'peiso  oso  anil  travailo,  (660)  1750 

As  vrv.  hud  wonnr*  hit  with  lalN-»ur; 

For  that  is  (lore  Ukght  li<»uour 

At  roj^anl  of  our  proto  oso. 

An«l  yit  thou  most  us  m«»n^  plosc: 

Lt't  us  1m'  h<iMon  ofk.  thorto.  1755 

W«irThy.  wysi'.  au"l  fr**<U'  als<s 

AikI  ri('h«>.  au<l  liai>i>y  unti>  love. 

Fiir  pnMj.s  lovr.  that  sit  alnn'O, 

Thoutjh  Wf  may  not  the  l)«Mly  have 

Ot  wimm»'n.yi't,sn  jjimI  y«^»w  wive  I  (670)  1761) 

lA't  nun  trli'wc  on  us  tho  name  : 

Suttyo'th  that  wr  lian  tho  tamo.' 

•  T  prauntr."  quo<l  slu*,  *  hy  my  trouthe  ! 
Now.  K«»lus.  with-outi'U  Nlouthe, 

Tak  out  thy  truini 1  ff«»kl,  flet  see,  1765 

An<l  lihiw  as  th«>y  luin  axfl  mo. 
That  ovL-ry  man  wi-ui-  hom  at  oso, 
Thoutjli  tlu-y  ifon  in  lul  l>u<ldo  lose' 
Tliis  Kolus  jjan  hit  s«»  Mowo,         (^>79)  ^769 
Til  lit    through     iUf.^    world     hit    was    y- 
knowt*. 

Tlirv  cum  the  fwvtnth  roiite  anwjn. 
And  fid  tm  knH^d  uverichcKni, 
And  freydc*,  *  Lad>\  g^mnutc  na  Bono 
The  sjuiiL'  thin^,  th(^  siim<?  lionet, 


Xe  coude  hem  noght  of  Im^e  weinf : 
And  yit  she  that  fpint  at  a  qneroe 
Is  al  ti>  jE|;<M)d  to  em  hir  horte.*' ' 

This  Eolns  annn  up  8tert«,        (710.1  i*oi 
And  with  his  blakke  clarionn 
He  giin  to  blason  oat  a  ■oan. 
As  loado  as  belweth  wind  in  helle. 
And  eok  therwith,  (the]  sooth  to  telle. 
This  sonn  was  [alj  so  ful  of  japei,       i^ 
As  e\'er  mowes  were  in  apes. 
And  that  went«  al  the  world  aboate, 
That  eveo*  wight  fpm  on  hem  shootc, 
And  ff >r  to  langho  as  they  were  vodc : 
Such  game  fonde  they  in  hir  hode.    (;io'> 

Tho  com  another  companye,  il^n 

That  had  y-d«x>n  the  traiterye, 
Tlie  harm,  tho  tgrctost  wikkedncoe 
That  any  hortc  coutho  gosse  ; 
And  preyed  hir  to  han  good  fame,      i^5 
And    that     she    nolde    hem    dotm  i>^ 

shame. 
But  >-<»ve  horn  loos  an«l  gru^tl  renonn. 
Ami  do  hit  blowo  in  clarioan. 
*  Nay,     wis ! '    qnod    she,    '  hit   wwtt 

vyoe; 
Al  l>o  ther  in  me  no  justyre,         |j|o}'' 
Me  liatoth  noi  to  do  hit  now, 
Ne  this  nil  I  not  grannti^  you.' 

Tho  come  ther  lepinj^  in  a  ract& 
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'And  wherfor    didest    thou    80?*  quod 

she. 
'  By  my  thrift/  quod  he,  *  madame, 
I  wolde  fayn  han  had  a  fame, 
As  other  folk  hadde  in  the  toun, 
Al-thogh  they  were  of  greet  renoun   (760) 
For  hir  yertu  and  for  hir  thewes ;        185 1 
Thonghte  I,  as  greet  a  fame  han  shrewes, 
Thogh  hit  be  fbnt  for  shrewednesse, 
As  gode  folk  han  for  goodnesse ; 
And  sith  I  may  not  have  that  oon,      1855 
That  other  nil  I  noght  for-goon. 
And  for  to  gette  of  Fames  hyre. 
The  temple  sette  I  al  a-iyre. 
Now  do  our  loos  be  blowen  swythe, 
As  wisly  be  thou  ever  blythe.'     (770)  i860 

*  Gladly/  quod  she ;  *  thou  Eolus, 
Herestow  not  what  they  prejren  us?* 

*  Madame,  yis,  Ail  wel,'  quod  he, 
'And  I  wil  trumpen  hit,  parde ! ' 

And  tok  his  blakke  trumpe  faste,        1865 
And  gan  to  puffen  and  to  blaste. 
Til  hit  was  at  the  worldes  ende. 

With  that  I  gan  aboute  wende  j 
For  oon  that  stood  right  at  my  bak. 
Me  thoughte,  goodly  to  me  spak,  (780)  1870 
And  seyde :  'Frend,  what  is  thy  name  ? 
Artow  come  hider  to  han  fame  ? ' 
'  Nay,  for-sothe,  irend  ! '  quod  I ; 

*  I  cam  noght  hider,  graunt  mercy ! 

Fbr  no  swioh  cause,  by  my  heed !         1875 

Suff^ceth  me,  as  I  were  deed, 

Tliat    no   wight    have     my    name    in 

honde. 
I  woot  my-self  best  how  I  stonde ; 
For  what  I  drye  or  what  I  thinke, 
I  wol  my-selven  al  hit  drinke,     (790)  1880 
Certeyn,  for  the  more  part. 
As  fertbrth  as  I  can  myn  art.' 

*  But  what  dost  thou  here  than  ?'  quod  he. 
Quod  I,  *  that  wol  I  tellen  thee. 

The  cause  why  I  stonde  here  : —  1885 

Som  newe  tydings  for  to  lere: — 

80m  newe  'f^hinges,  I  not  what, 

lydinges,  other  this  or  that. 

Of  love,  or  swiche  thinges  glade. 

For  certejmly,  he  that  me  made   (800)  1890 

To  oomen  hider,  seyde  me, 

I  shulde  bothe  here  and  see. 

In  this  place,  wonder  thinges  ; 

But  these  be  no  swiche  tydinges 


As  I  mene  of.'     '  No  ?'  quod  be.  1895 

And  I  answerde,  '  No,  i)arde€  ! 

For  wel  I  f  wiste,  ever  yit, 

Sith  that  first  I  hadde  wit, 

That  som  folk  han  desyred  fame 

Dyversly,  and  loos,  and  name  ;    (810)  1900 

But  certeynly,  I  niste  how 

Ne  wher  that  Fame  fdwelte,  er  now ; 

Ne  eek  of  hir  descripcioun, 

Ne  also  hir  condicioun, 

Ne  the  ordre  of  hir  dome,  1905 

Unto  the  tyme  I  hider  come.' 

'  fWhiche  be,  lo,  these  tydinges. 

That  thou  now  [thus]  hider  bringes. 

That  thou  hast  herd  ? '  quod  he  to  me ;  . 

'  But  now,  no  fors ;  for  wel  I  see  (820)  1910 

What  thou  d^yrest  for  to  her& 

Com  forth,  and  stond  no  longer  here, 

And  I  wol  thee,  with-outen  drede. 

In  swioh  another  place  lede, 

Ther  thou  shalt  here  many  oon.'  1915 

Tho  gan  I  forth  with  him  to  goon 
Out  of  the  castel,  soth  to  seye. 
Tho  saugh  I  stonde  in  a  valeye, 
Under  the  castel,  faste  by. 
An  hous,  that  domtts  Dedali^        (830)  1920 
That  Laborinttid  cleped  is, 
Nas  maad  so  wonderliche,  y-wis, 
Ne  half  so  queynteliche  y-wrought. 
And  evermo,  so  swift  as  thought, 
This  queynte  hous  aboute  wente,  1925 

That  never-mo  hit  stille  stente. 
And  ther-out  com  so  greet  a  noise. 
That,  had  hit  stonden  upon  Oise, 
Men  mighte  hit  han  herd  esely 
To  Bome,  I  trowe  sikerly.  (840)  1930 

And  the  noyse  which  that  I  herde, 
For  al  the  world  right  so  hit  ferde, 
As  doth  the  routing  of  the  stoon 
That  from  th'engyn  is  leten  goon. 

And  al  this  hous,  of  whiche  I  rede,  1935 
Was  made  of  twigges,  falwe,  rede. 
And  grene  eek,  and  som  weren  whyte, 
Swiche  as  men  to  these  cages  thwyte. 
Or  maken  of  these  paniers, 
Or  elles  fhottes  or  dossers ;  {850)  1940 

That,    for    the     swough    and     for     the 

twigges, 
This  hous  was  also  ful  of  gigges. 
And  also  ful  eek  of  chirkinges, 
And  of  many  other  werkinges ; 
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And  eek  thb  lions  hnth  of  «ntrMS       1945 

Afi  fele  as  li^ves  been  on  tree« 

In  actmer,  Viliivn  tboy  grene  boon  ; 

And  on  the  roof  men  may  yit  seen 

A  thH:>iiiSand  holps,  nud  wd  mo^ 

To  leten  TPi-el  the  Bonn  out  go,       (»6tf)  IQiSO 

And  by  dA>%  in  evefy  tydo, 
Brn  ftl  the  tlnrceB  oi»en  wydp, 
And  by  n%ht,  iwliLWjn^  muilietU  | 
Ife  iK>rter  tht^r  is  non  to  lette 
Km  mftnoT  tydin^  in  to  pace  ;  19155 

Ne  never  roatu  is  in  tliAt  place, 
Thiit  hit  nift  fild  fnl  of  t  vJingoa, 
Other  londo^  or  of  whiapdngi^H  ; 
Am},  over  alle  the  iionaes  Ani^lea^ 
Isi  fnlof  roniiiugfea  nnd  of  junelfjs  i&jo)  tg6u 
Ot  li^erre.  of  j tees,  of  niaiiag^fl. 
Of  treat  e,  af  In^Htnr  of  viAg^a, 
Of  abriod,  of  deet  h ,  of  l>-fe, 
Of  lov'ff,  oflmto,  iu:oi>le,  of  str^'fe, 
Of  looSf  of  lone^  and  of  winniDj^ea^        1965 
Ofhi*!**,  of  sek^n<!®sq.  of  biUilnR^is* 
Of  fairs  windofi,  fof  tons  peat «(, 
Of  fjticihm'  *jf  fuik^  and  e*^lc  of  befftes; 
Of  d IT  era  trnusinntfU'iouns 
Of  estate,  and  eek  of  regioQiw;     (880)  197U 
Of  tmst^  of  dj^de^  of  j^loti^^^ 
Of  ^vit,  of  winiuin»^H  oi'  fnlyo  ; 
Ot  ]hU-utei\  nnd  of  gruct  famytn 


What  woTidrei  in  this  pUc«  b«ii ; 
Ft>r  yit,  iiaraTQnttutii,  I  may  l^tn 
Som  good  ther^4]in,  or  sumwhat  here 
That  leaf  me  were,  or  that  I  wimtt.' 

^  Peter !  that  ia  myn  entente,*   (^»)  Joe 
Quod  he  to  me ;  ^  therfor  I  dwelle ; 
Bnt  certein,  0011  thin^  I  the*  U]k, 
That,  bnt  I  brings  thco  tber*inne, 
Ne  sliifl.Lt  thou  nevtfr  l^t]ntlc1  ^i\p 
To  come  in-to  hit^  ^mt  of  doatet  a 

So  fnaCo  hit  whirleth,  lo^  abonte 
But  sith  that  Joves^  of  his  grace, 
Ab  I  have  iieyd,  wol  thee  solace 
FjTiftHy  with  ts^iehe  thinges, 
Vncouthe  sighted  and  tydlniges,  ^^»i  v 
To  pojsse  with  thyn  hevinene ; 
Suehe  rouibe  Imth  ho  of  thy  djctwafc, 
That  tbon  safFrest  debonairly— 
Ajid  wost  tii^y-selven  utt^ij^ 
DisesjMjrat  of  alio  bUfl,  16 

Sitb  tbnt  Fortune  hath  ma&d  ^■tnm 
Thv  tfirait  of  ftl  tliyn  hert.e»  T%«t« 
Langnisfibo  and  eek  in  point  to  bregte^ 
That  he,  through  his  mighty  m«r^e. 
Wol  do  thee  ese,  al  be  hit  Ijti^    (gjoi  Jc 
And  tj'af  expros  commanndement, 
To  whiche  I  am  obedient^ 
To  furthre  tboe  with  a]  my  mighty 
And  wtaaeand  tech<i  thee  aright 
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Big^ht     thus,    and     seyde  :    *  Kost    not 

thoa 
That  is  betid,  lo,  late  or  now? ' 

*  No,*  quod  fthe  other,  *tel  me  what  ;'— 
And  than  he  tolde  him  this  and  that,  (960) 
And  swoor  ther-to  that  hit  was  sooth — 
'Thus  hath    he    seyd* — and    *Thns   he 

dooth ' —  205a 

^-fThus   shal   hit   be'—'fThus   herde   I 

seye* — 
'That    shal    be    found' — 'That  dar  I 

leye :  * — 
That  al  the  folk  that  is  a-lyve  2955 

Xe  ban  the  canning  to  discryve 
The  thinges  that  I  herde  there, 
What  aloude,  and  what  in  ere. 
But  al  the  wonder-most  was  this : — 
Whan  oon  had  herd  a  thing,  y-wis,    (970) 
He  com  f  forth  to  another  wight,        2061 
And  gan  him  tellon,  anoon-right, 
The  same  that  to  him  was  told, 
Or  hit  a  furlong-way  was  old. 
But  gan  somwhat  for  to  eche  2065 

To  this  tyding  in  this  speche 
More  than  hit  ever  was. 
And  nat  so  sone  departed  uas 
That  he  fro  him,  that  he  ne  mette 
With  the  thridde ;  and,  or  he  lette    (980) 
Any  stounde,  he  tolde  him  als ;  aoji 

Were  the  tyding  sooth  or  fals, 
Yit  wolde  he  telle  hit  nathelees. 
And  evermo  with  more  encrees 
Than  hit  was   erst.      Thus   north    and 

souths  2075 

Went  every  fword  fro  mouth  to  mouthe, 
And  that  encresing  ever-mo, 
As  fyr  is  wont  to  quikke  and  go 
From  a  sparke  spronge  amis, 
Til  al  a  citee  brent  up  is.  (990)  3080 

And,  whan  that  was  ful  y-spronge, 
And  woxen  more  on  eveiy  tonge 
Than  ever  hit  was,  fhit  wente  anoon 
Up  to  a  windowe,  out  to  goon  ; 
Or,  but  hit  mightG  out  thor  i>aoe,         2085 
Hit  gan  out  crepe  at  som  crevace, 
And  fleigh  forth  faste  for  the  nones. 
And  somtyme  saugh  I  tho,  at  ones, 
A  lenng  and  a  sad  soth-sawe, 
That  gonne  of  aventure  drawe  (1000)  2090 
Oat  at  a  windowe  for  to  pace  ; 
And,  when  they  metten  in  thnt  place, 


Tliey  were  a-chekked  bothe  two, 
And  neither  of  hem  moste  out  go ; 
For  other  so  they  gonne  croude,  2095 

Til  eche  of  hem  gan  oryen  loude, 
*  Lat  me  go  first ! '     '  Nay,  but  lat  me  ! 
And  here  I  wol  ensuren  thee  ( >- 

With  the  nones  that  thou  wolt  do  so, 
That  i  shaT never  fro  thee  go,    (loio)  2100 
But  be  thjm  owne  sworen  brother  ! 
We  wil  medle  us  eoh  with  other, 
That  no  man,  be  he  never  so  wrothe, 
Shal  ban  fthat  oon  of  two,  but  bothe 
At  ones,  al  beside  his  leve, 
Come  we  a-morwe  or  on  eve, 
Be  we  cryed  or  stille  y-rouned.' 
Thus    saugh    I    fals    and    sooth 

penned 
Togeder  flee  for  00  tydinge. 

Thus  out  at  holes  gonne  wringe 
Every  tyding  streight  to  Fame ; 
And  she  gan  yeven  eche  his  name, 
After  hir  disposicioun, 
And  yaf  hem  eek  duracioun. 
Some  to  wexe  and  wane  sone. 
As  dooth  the  faire  whyte  mone. 
And    leet    hem    gon.      Ther    mighte  I 


2105 


(1020) 
2111 


2115 


Wenged  wondres  faste  fleen, 
Twenty  thousand  in  a  route. 
As  Eolus  hem  blew  aboute.         (1030)2120 

And,  lord  !  this  hous,  in  alle  tymes, 
Was  ful  of  shipmen  and  pilgrymes. 
With  scrippes  bret-ful  of  lesinges, 
Entremedled  with  tydinges. 
And  eek  alone  by  hem-selve.  2125 

O,  many  a  thousand  tymes  twelve 
Saugh  I  eek  of  these  pardoneres, 
Currours,  and  eek  messangeres, 
With  boistes  crammed  ful  of  lyes 
As  ever  vessel  was  with  lyes.      (1040)2130 
And  as  I  alther-fastest  wente 
Aboute,  and  dide  al  myn  entente 
Me  for  to  pleye  and  for  to'lere, 
And  eek  a  tyding  for  to  here, 
That  I  had  herd  of  som  oontree  2135 

That  shal  not  now  be  told  for  me  ; — 
For  hit  no  nede  is,  redely ; 
Folk  can  singe  hit  bet  than  I ; 
For  al  mot  out,  other  late  or  rathe, 
Alle  the  sheves  in  the  lathe ; —  (1050)  2140 
I  henle  a  gret  noise  withalle 
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In  II  (•«»rm'r  «»t"  tlu*  hallo, 

TluT  Illi-ll  nf  lov»;  tyliiiffS  tolile, 

Ami  I  jraii  thi<lorwanl  U'lmldo : 

F«»r  I  s;iut;li  n.'niiiiiirt*  ovi'iy  wif^ht,      2145 

A.^;  I'astu  as  that  thi\v  hiuMen  might; 

-Vn«l     tvi-riih     cryoil,    '  "What    thing    is 

that  y 
Ami  Sum  sov«U.'  I  not  novor  what. 
Au'l  whan  tluy  were  alio  on  an  hepe, 
Th«i  iM'himlo  Roun»;  ni»  lepc,        (1060)  2150 


And  cUunben  up  on  othere  faito, 
And  up  tho  fnom  on  hye  caste, 
And  troden  fast«  on  othere  helei 
And  stampe,  as  men  don  after  ele& 

Atte  lasto  I  sangh  a  man, 
Which  that  I  [nevene]  naught  ne  cu  : 
But  he  semcd  fur  to  bo 
A  man  of  greet  auctoritec  . . .    fiabSj  ^ 

iUn/iniehed.) 


THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 


Tkxt  a  (Earlier  Version), 
The  prdoge  of  .ix.  goode  Wimmen, 

A  THOUAAVD  Bythes  have  I  herd  men 

teUe, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  peyne  in 

heUe; 
And  I  acorde  wel  that  hit  be  so ; 
Bnt  natheles,  this  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther  nis  noon  that  dwelleth  in  this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  helle  or  heven  y-be, 
Ke  may  of  hit  non  other  wesres  witen, 
But  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  fbnnde  hit 

writen; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  prove. 
But  goddes  forbode,  bat  men  shnlde  leve 
Wel  more  thin^  then  men  han  seen  with 

y6!  II 

Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  ly6 
For  that  he  seigh  it  nat  of  yore  ago. 
Ood  wot,  a  thing  is  never  the  lesse  so 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see, 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  saogh  nat  al,  parde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  flnde, 
niroogh  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde, 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeven  credence,  in  every  skilftil  wyse,  ao 
And  trowen  on  these  olde  aproved  stories 
Of  hoUnesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of  other  sundry  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-wesre,       ^5 
T-loren  were  of  remembraonoe  tiie  keye. 
Wel  oghte  ns  than  on  olde  bokes  leve, 


Text  B  (Later  Vertion). 
The  prologe  of  ,ix.  goode  Wimmen. 

A  THorsAKD  tymes  have  I  herd  men 

telle, 
That  ther  is  joye  in  heven,  and  i)eyne  in 

heUe; 
And  I  acorde  wel  that  hit  is  so ; 
Bnt  natheles,  yit  wot  I  wel  also, 
That  ther   nis  noon   dwelling   in    this 

contree,  5 

That  either  hath  in  heven  or  helle  y-be, 
Ne  may  of  hit  non  other  weyes  witen, 
Bnt  as  he  hath  herd  seyd,  or  fonnde  hit 

writen; 
For  by  assay  ther  may  no  man  hit  preve. 
Bnt  god  forbede  bnt  men  shnlde  leve     10 
Wel  more  thing  then  men  han  seen  with 

y6! 
Men  shal  nat  wenen  every-thing  a  ly6 
Bnt-if  him-self  hit  seeth,  or  elles  dooth  ; 
For,  god  wot,  thing  is  never  the  lasse 

sooth,  14 

Thogh  every  wight  ne  may  hit  nat  y-see. 
Bernard  the  monk  ne  sangh  nat  al,  pEirde ! 

Than  mote  we  to  bokes  that  we  finde, 
Through  which  that  olde  thinges  been  in 

minde. 
And  to  the  doctrine  of  these  olde  wyse, 
Yeve  credence,  in  every  skilful  wyse,    ao 
That  tellen  of  these  olde  approved  stories. 
Of  holinesse,  of  regnes,  of  victories, 
Of  love,  of  hate,  of -other  sundry  thinges, 
Of  whiche  I  may  not  maken  rehersinges. 
And  if  that  olde  bokes  were  a-weye,       25 
Y-loren  were  of  remembraunce  the  keye. 
Wel  oghte  us  than  honouren  and  beleve 
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Ther-as  ther  ig  non  other  assay  by  preve. 

And,  as  for  me,  though  that  my  wit  be 

lyte, 

On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And  In  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence ; 

And  to  hem  yeve  swich  lost  and  swich 

credence, 
That  ther  is  wel  unethe  game  noon 
That  from  my  bokes  make  me  to  goon, 
Bnt  hit  be  other  np-on  the  haly-day,      35 
Or  elleg  in  the  joly  tyme  of  May  ; 

Whan  that  I  here  the  8ma1e  fonles  singe. 

And  that  the  flonres  ginne  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  stndie,  as  histing  that  sesoun  ! 
Now  have  I  therto  this  condioioon    40 
That,  of  alle  the  flonres  in  the  mede. 
Than  love  I  most  these  flonres  wh3rte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  oar  tonn. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  affeccionn,  44 
As  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  Hay, 
That  in  my  bed  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  mede 
To  seen  these  flonres  agein  the  sonne 

sprede, 
Whan  it  up-riseth  by  the  morwe  shene,  49 
The  longe  day,  thus  walking  in  the  grene. 
And  whan  the  sonne  ginneth  for  to  weste. 
Than  closeth  hit,  and  draweth  hit  to  reste. 
So  gore  hit  is  afered  of  the  night, 
Til  on  the  morwe,  that  hit  is  dayes  light. 
This  dayesye,  of  alle  flonres  flour,  tis 

Fulfild  of  vertu  and  of  alle  honour, 
And  ever  y-lyke  fair  and  fresh  of  hewe, 
As  wel  in  winter  as  in  somer  newe. 


[Of.  a  51-3,  above.J 


These  bokes,  ther  we  han  non  other  preve. 
And  as  for  me,  thogh  that  I  can  but 

lyte, 

On  bokes  for  to  rede  I  me  delyte,  30 

And    to    hem   yeve    I    fe3rth    and    Ail 

credence, 
And  in  myn  herte  have  hem  in  reverence 

So  hertely,  that  ther  is  game  noon 
That  f^  my  bokes  maketh  me  to  goon. 
But  hit  be  seldom,  on  the  holyday ;        35 
Save,  certeynly,  whan  that  the  month  of 

May 
Is  comen,  and  that  I  here  the  foules 

singe, 
And  that  the  flonres  ginnen  for  to  springe, 
Farwel  my  book  and  my  devocioun  ! 

Now  have  I  than  swich  a  oondicioun, 
That,  of  alle  the  floures  in  the  mede,     41 
Than  love  I  most  these  floures  whyte  and 

rede, 
Swiche  as  men  callen  daysies  in  onr  toun. 
To  hem  have  I  so  greet  afiecoionn,  44 
Ab  I  seyde  erst,  whan  comen  is  the  May, 
That  in  my  bod  ther  daweth  me  no  day 
That  I  nam  up,  and  walking  in  the  medo 
To  seen  this  flour  agein  the  sonne  sprede. 

Whan  hit  upryseth  erly  by  the  morwe  ; 
That  blisfnl  sighte  softneth  al  my  sorwe. 
So  glad  am  I  whan  that  I  have  presence 
Of  hit,  to  doon  al  maner  reverence,        5s 

As  she,  that  is  of  alle  floures  flour, 
Fulfllled  of  al  vertu  and  honour,  54 

And  ever  y-lyke  fair,  and  fresh  of  hewe  ; 
And  I  love  hit,  and  ever  y-lyke  newe. 
And  ever  shal,  til  that  myn  herte  dye  ; 
Al  gwere  I  nat,  of  this  I  wol  nat  lye, 
Ther  loved  no  wight  hotter  in  his  lyve. 
And  whan   that  hit  is  eve,  I  renne 

blyve,  60 

As  sone  as  ever  the  sonne  ginneth  wesrte. 
To  seen  this  flour,  how  it  wol  go  to  z«st«. 
For  fen  of  night,  so  hateth  she  derkneese ! 
Hir  ohere  is  pleynly  sprad  in  the  bnght- 

nesse 
Of  the  Sonne,  for  ther  hit  wol  unclose.  65 
Alias!  that  I  ne  had  English,  xyme  or 

prose, 


(profojue.    (^190  (Peretone.) 
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Fain  wolde  I  preiseiL,  if  I  coade  aright ;  59 
But  wo  18  me,  hit  lyth  nat  in  my  might ! 


For  wel  I  wot,  that  folk  han  her-befom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  a-wey  the  cbm ; 
And    I   come   after,   glening   here   and 

there, 
And  am  fal  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  they  han  left.  65 
And,  if  hit  hf^ppe  me  rehersen  eft 
That  they  han  in  her  Areeshe  Bongee  sayd, 
I  hopethat  they  wil  nat  hen  evel  apayd, 
Sith  hit  is  seid  in  forthering  and  honour 
^f  hem  that  either  serven  leef  orflonr.  70 


[Of.  p.  35^061  2,11  188-196.] 
For  trusteth  wel,  I  ne  have  nat  under- 
take 
As  of  the  leef,  ageyn  the  flour,  to  make  ; 
Ke  of  the  flour  to  make,  ageyn  the  leef, 
Xo  more  than  of  the  com  ageyn  the 

sheef. 
For.  as  to  me,  is  leefer  noon  ne  lother ;  75 
I  am  with-holde  yit  with  never  nother. 
I  not  who  serveth  leef,  ne  who  the  flour; 
That  nis  nothing  the  entent  of  my  labour. 
f^»r  this  werk  is  al  of  another  tunne,     79 
Of  y^de  story,  er  swlch  jtocf  wasbegunne. 
But  wheffoK,  ^lat  I  spak,  to  yeve  cre- 
dence ~'  ~~  — 
To  bokes  olde  and  doen  hem  reverence,\ 
Is  for  men  shulde  autoritees  beleve, 
Ther  as  ther  lyth  nob  other  assay  by 

preve. 
For  myn  entent  is,  or  I  firo  yow  fare,     85 
The  naked  text  in  English  to  declare 
Of  many  a  story,  or  elles  of  many  a  geste, 
As  autours  ieyn ;  leveth  hem  if  yow  leste ! 


Sufflsant  this  flour  to  pre3rse  aright .' 
But  helpetl\,  ye  that  han  conning  and 

might, 
Ye  lovers,  that  can  make  of  sentement ; 
In  this  cas  oghte  ye  be  diligent  70 

To  forthren  me  somwhat  in  my  labour. 
Whether  ye  ben  with  the  leef  or  with  the 

flour. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that  ye  han  her-bifom 
Of  making  ropen,  and  lad  awey  the  com ; 
And  I   come   after,  glening   here    and 

there,  75 

And  am  ful  glad  if  I  may  finde  an  ere 
Of  any  goodly  word  that  ye  han  left. 
And  thogh  it  happen  me  rehercen  eft 
That  ^^e  han  in  jraur  fresshe  songes  sayd, 
For-bSeUi  me,  and  beth  nat  evel  apayd, 
Sin  that  ye  see  I  do  hit  in  the  honour  81 

Of  love,  and  eek  in  service  of  the  flour, 

ftvhom  that  I  serve  as  I  have  ynt  of 

might. 
She  is  the  clemesse  and  the  verray  light, 
That  in  this  derke  worlde  me  wynt  and 

ledeth,  85 

The  herte  in-with  my  sorowftd  brest  yow 

dredeth, 
And  loveth  so  sore,  that  ye  ben  verrayly 
The  maistresse  of  my  wit,  and  nothing  L 
My  word,  my  werk,  is  knit  so  in  your 

bonds, 
That,  as  an  harpe  obeyeth  to  the  honde  90  <^ 
And  maketh  hit  soime  after  his  finger-^. 

iage»  *!* 

Bight  so  mowe  ye    out  of   myn    herte 

bringe 
Swich  vois,  right  as  yow  list,  to  laughe 

or  pleyne. 
Be  ye  my  gyde  and  lady  sovereyne ; 
As  to  myn  erthly  god,  to  yow  I  calle,    95 
^Bothe  in  this  werke  and  in  my  sorwes 
_*llfi^--  ^"         - 

'^But  wkerfor  that  T  simk,  to  give  cre- 
dence 
To  ol^e  ^r^,  and  doon  hem  reverence. 
And  that  men  mosten  more  thing  beleve 
Then  men  may  seen  at  eye  or  elles  preve? 

That  shal  I  seyn,  whan  that  I  see  my 
tyme ;  101 

I  may  not  al  at  ones  si>eke  in  ryme. 
My  besy  gost,  that  thrusteth  alwey  newe 
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Whan  passed  was  almost  the  month  of 

May, 
And  I  had  romed,  al  the  someres  day,  90 
The  grene  medew,  of  which  that  I  yow 

tolde, 
Upon  the  fresshe  daysy  to  beholde, 
And  that  the  sonne  out  of  the  sonth  gan 

weste. 
And  closed  was  the  flour  and  goon  to 

reste 
Tor  derknesse  of  the  night,  of  which  she 

dredde,  95 

Hoom  to  mjm   hons    ful  swiftly  I  me 

spedde ;    ^ 
And,  in  a  litel  erber  that  I  haye, 
Y- benched  newe  with  turves  fresshe  y- 

grave, 
I  bad  men  shulde  me  my  couche  make  ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake,  100 
I  bad  hem  strowe  floures  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  layd,  and  had  myn  eyen  hed, 
I  fel  a-slepe  with-in  an  houre  or  two. 
He  mette  how  I  was  in  the  medew  tho, 
And  that  I  romed  in  that  same  gyse,    105 
To  seen  that  flour,  as  ye  han  herd  devyse. 
Fair  was  this  medew,  as  thoughte  me 

overal  ; 
With  floures  swote  enbrowded  was  it  al ; 

As  for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  erbe,  or 

tree, 
Comparisoon  may  noon  y-maked  be.    no 
For  hit  surmounted  pleynly  alle  odoures, 
And  eek  of  riche  beaute  alle  floures. 
Forgeten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat 
Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat, 
And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  had 

greved.  115 

ITow  had  the  atempre  sonne  al  that  re- 

leved. 
And  clothed  him  in  grene  al  newe  agayn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fayn, 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped,  119 

t'pon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood. 


To  seen  this  flour  so  yong,  so  fresh  of 

hewe, 
Constreyned  me  with  so  gledy  desyr,   105 
That  in  my  herte  I  fele  yit  the  fyr. 
That  made  me  to  ryse  er  hit  wer  day — 
And  this  was  now  the  firste  morwe  of 

May— 
With  dredful  herte  and  glad  devocionn. 
For  to  ben  at  the  resnreccionn  1 10 

Of  this  flour,  whan  that  it  shnld  unclose 
Agayn  the  sonne,  that  roos  as  rede  as 

rose, 
That  in  the  brest  was  of  the  beste  that 

day, 
That  Agenores  doghter  ladde  away.      114 
[Cf.  p.  354,  coL  2,  IL  197-aia] 


And  doun  on  knees  anon-right  I  me  sette, 
And,  as  I  coude,  this  fresshe  flour  I  grette ; 
Kneling  alwey,  til  hit  unclosed  was. 
Upon  the  smale  softe  swote  gras. 
That  was  with  floures  swote  enbrouded  aL 

Of  swich  swetnesse  and  swich  odour 
over-al,  ijo 

That,  for  to  speke  of  gomme,  or  herbe,  or 
tree, 

Gomparisoun  may  noon  y-maked  be ; 

For  hit  surmounteth  pleynly  alle  odoures. 

And  eek  of  riche  beautee  alle  floures. 

Forgeten  had  the  erthe  his  pore  estat  laf 

Of  winter,  that  him  naked  made  and  mat. 

And  with  his  swerd  of  cold  so  sore  greved : 

Now  hath  the  atempre  sonne  .al  that  re- 

leved 
That  naked  was,  and  clad  hit  new  agajn. 
The  smale  foules,  of  the  seson  fajm,      i  jo 
That  from  the  panter  and  the  net  ben 

scaped, 
Upon  the  fouler,  that  hem  made  a-whaped 
In  winter,  and  distroyed  had  hir  brood. 
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In  his  deepyt,  hem  thoughte  hit  did  h«m 

good 
To  nnge  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  degpyse 
'Hie  fonle  cherl  that,  for  hia  ooyetyse,  124 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  hia  aophiatrye. 
This  was  hir  aong — '  the  fooler  we  defye!' 
Somme  songen  [lajresj  on  the  brannchea 

dere 
Of  loTe  and  [May],  that  joye  hit  was  to 

here. 
In  worship  and  in  preyaing  of  hir  make, 
And  of  the  newe  blisftd  someree  sake,  130 


That  songen,  *  blisMd  be  uoynt  Valentyn  I 
[For]  at  his  di^  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
With>oate  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  I' 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete. 
■fThey  dide  honour  and  humble  obei- 
saonoes,  135 

And  after  diden  other  observannces 

Right  [plesing]  nn-to  love  and  to  nature ; 
80  eoh  of  hem  [doth  wel]  to  creature. 
This    song   to   herkne  I   dide   al  myn 
entente,  139 

For-why  I  mette  I  wiste  what  they  mente. 


In  his  despyt,  hem  thooghte  hit  did  hem 
good  134 

To  singe  of  him,  and  in  hir  song  despyse 
The  fonle  oherl  that,  for  his  covetyse, 
Had  hem  betrayed  with  his  sophistiye. 
This  was  hir  song — '  the  fooler  we  defye, 
And  al  his  craft!'    And  somme  songen 
dere  139 

Lajres  of  love,  that  joye  hit  was  to  here, 

In  worshipinge  and  preisinge  of  hir  make. 
And,  for  the  newe  blisftil  somers  sake. 
Upon  the  braonohes  ftil  of  bloemes  softe. 
In  hir  delyt,  they  tomed  hem  fhl  ofte,  144 
And  songen,  *  blessed  be  seynt  Valentyn ! 
For  on  his  day  I  chees  yow  to  be  myn, 
Withooten  repenting,  myn  herte  swete  !* 
And  therwith-al  hir  bekes  gonnen  mete, 
Telding  honoor  and  homble  obeisaonces 

To   love,    and   diden   hir   other   obser- 
vannces 150 
That  longeth  onto  love  and  to  nature ; 
Construeth  that  as  yow  list,  I  do  iio  cure. 
And  the  that  hadde    doon   unkinde« 


As  dooth  the  tydif,  for  new-fkngelnei 
Besoghte  mercy  of  hir  trespassinge,      155 
And  humbldy  songen  hir  repentinge, 
And  sworen  on  the  bloemes  to  be  trewe, 
So  that  hir  makes  wolde  upon  hem  rewe. 
And  at  the  laste  maden  hir  aoord. 
Al  founde  they  Daunger  for  a  tyme  a 

lord,  160 

Yet  Pitee,  through  his  stronge    gentil 

might, 
Forgaf,  and  made  Mercy  passen  Right, 
Through  innocence  and  ruled  curte^ye. 
But  I  ne  depe  nat  innocence  folye, 
Ne  fals  pitee,  for  *  vertu  is  the  mene,'  165 
As  Etik  saith,  in  swich  manere  I  mene. 
And  thus  thise  foules,  voide  of  al  mal3rce, 
Acordeden  to  love,  and  laften  vyce 
Of  hate,  and  songen  alle  of  oon  aoord, 
♦Welcome,   somer,   our    govemour   and 

lord!»  170 

And  Zephirus  and  Flora  gentilly 
Yaf  to  the  floures,  softe  and  tenderly, 
Hir  swote  breth,  and  made  hem  for  to 

sprede, 
As  god  and  goddesse  of  the  floury  mede ; 


354 
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(Cf.  p.  351,  col.  1,^71-80.] 


[Cf.  p.  35a,  coL  1, 11.  93-106.] 


TU  at  the  laste  a  larke  song  above ;  141 
*  I  see, '  qaod  she,  *  the  mighty  god  of  love  I 
Lo !  yond  he  cometh,  I  see  his  winges 

spredel' 
Tho  gan  I  loken  endelong  the  mede, 


In  which  me  thoghte  I  migfate,  day  by 

day,  175 

Dwellen  alwey,  the  joly  month  of  May, 
Withoaten     sleep,    withoaten    mete   or 

drinke. 
A-doon  All  softely  I  gan  to  sinke ; 
And,  leninge  on  myn  elbowe  and  my 

syde,  179 

The  longe  day  I  shoop  me  for  to  abyde 
For  nothing  elles,  and  I  shal  nat  lye, 
But  for  to  loke  upon  the  dayeeye. 
That  wel  by  reson  men  hit  calle  may 
The  *  dayeiye '  or  elles  the  *  ye  of  di^,* 
The  emperice  and  floor  of  floores  alle.  185 
I  pray  to  god  that  faire  mot  she  fidle, 
jLnd  alle  that  loven  flonres,  for  hir  sake  ! 
^Bnt  natheles,  ne  wene  nat  that  I  make 
In  preysing  of  the  flour  agayn  the  leef^ 
No  more  than  of  the  com  agayn  the 

sheef  t  190  - 

For,  as  to  me,  nis  lever  noon  ne  lother ; 
I  nam  with-holden  yit  with  never  noth^^ 
Ne  I  not  who  serveth  leef^  ne  who  ^£e 

floor; 
Wei  brooken  they  hir  service  or  laboor ; 
^or  this  thing  is  i4  of  another  tonne,   195 
Of  olde  4Cory,  er  swich  thing  was  bie^ 

gonne. 
Whan  that  the  sonne  oot  of  the  sooth 

gan  weste, 
And  that  this  floor  gan  dose  and  goon  to 

reste 
For  derknesse  of  the  night,  the  which  she 

dredde, 
Hoom  to  m3m  hoos   fol    swifUy  I  me 

spedde  aun 

To  goon  to  reste,  and  erly  for  to  xyse. 
To  seen  this  floor  to  sprede,  as  I  tlevyse. 
And,  in  a  litel  herber  that  I  have, 
That  benched  w»s  on  torves  iresshe  y- 

grave,  204 

I  bad  men  sholde  me  my  oooohe  make ; 
For  deyntee  of  the  newe  someres  sake, 
I  bad  hem  strawen  floores  on  my  bed. 
Whan  I  was  leyd,  and  had  myn  eyen 

hed, 
I  fel  on  slope  in-with  an  hoore  or  two ; 
Me  mette  how  I  lay  in  the  medew  tho,  310 
To  seen  this  floor  that  I  so  love  and  drede. 

And  from  a-fer  com  walking  in  the  mede 


(fhrebgtu.    {Zwo  (Pereione.) 
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And  mw  bim  oome,  and  in  hu  bond  a 
qMoe,  145 

Cktbcd  in  ryal  abite  al  of  grono. 
A  fm  of  gold  ibe  badde  next  bir  beer, 
A&d  vp-vn  tbat  a  wh^-t  coroon  ghe  beer 
With  nuuiy  floorea,  and  I  sbal  nat  lye  ; 
For  a1  the  world,  ligbt  as  tbo  daycM^-e  150 
I-eofoned  is  witb  wbyte  levee  l>*te, 
^Smkh  vera  tbe  floarcs  of  bir  coroan 

whj-te. 
F'lrnf  0  pcrlc  tyn  and  oriental 
Kir  irbjte  coroan  was  y-makcd  al ; 
For  vhicb  the  wb>-te  coronn,  above  the 
rene,  155 

Vale  hir  lyk  a  daysic  fur  to  sene, 
Coaadend  irelL  tbe  fret  of  gold  abovo. 

VTlothed  waa  this  migbty  gtui  of  love 
^alk,  jr-bmuded  fnl  of  grcnc  grcvos ; 
Aprinnd  <in  his  heiMl  <»f  rosc-lcvoB      i6i> 
Stoked  il  with  lille  fluarcs  newo  ; 
Btt  of  hii  face  I  can  nat  sej-n  the  buwe. 


For  Kkirly  bis  face  sboon  so  bri|(^hto, 

^  with  the  Rlecm  a-stonod  wus  the 
iiRhto ;  1(14 

A  forioBjswti-oy  I  inightc  bim  nat  lieholdo. 

°Qt  tt  the  bistc  in  bamie  I  saw  bim 
holdo 

'**  fyry  dartos,  us  the  glotles  rwle  ; 

And  ungellicb  his  wcnges  gun  he  sprede. 

^d  tl  be  that  men  se^-n  that  blind  is  ho, 
**tite  mo  thoughto  be  might e  wol  y-«*^c  ; 
'^ffiem*-\y  on  me  be  gun  biholilo,  171 
^'tlut  bis  hiking  doth  myn  hortc  eoMo. 
^  br  the  luuide  he  held  tbu  noblo 

4n»no, 
^•ttMd  witb  wbyte,  and  clothed  ul  in 

pwie. 
» Womanly,  so  lienigne,  and  bo  moke,    1 75 
'^  in  this  world,  tb(»gh  tbat  men  wuldu 

Half  hir  beantee  sliolde  men  nat  Andu 
|*«n«tam  that  forme<l  is  by  kinde, 


Hir 


i  was  Alceste  tbo  debonayre  ; 


'  1**I  to  g« n1  t hat  o\-er  falle  alio  fay ro !   180 
Fir  ne  hadde  comfort  been  of  hir  pre- 
sence, 
■•d  h«  deed,  witbonten  any  defence, 


Tbe  god  of  love,   and  in   bis   bandc   a 

qnene ; 
And  she  was  clad  in  ronl  habit  grene. 
A  fr(>t  of  gold  she  baddc  noxt  bir  beer,  J15 
And  upon  tbat  a  whyt  coronn  slie  beer 
Witb  floronns  smale,  and  I  sbal  nat  lye : 
For  al  the  world,  r>-ght  as  a  da>esyo 
Y-con»nned  is  with  whyte  leves  Ij-tc,    jui 
So    were    the   floronns    of    bir    cortmn 

wh.\te. 
For  of  o  porle  fyne,  oriental. 
Hir  wliyte  coronn  was  y-mnkod  al ; 
For  wliifh  the  wh>to  coronn,  uU>vc  the 

grono, 
Made  hir  lyk  a  da>-sie  for  to  Bono, 
Considore^l  ook  hir  fret  of  guild  above.  jj5 

Y-clothe<i  WHS  this  mighty  pnl  of  love 
In  silke,  enbnmded  fnl  of  grcno  grovoii, 
In-with  a  fret  of  rede  nMo-lovos. 
Tbo  frcssbcst   sin   the   world   was    iirKt 

big«>nne.  sji; 

His  gilte  h(H>r  was  corounod  with  a  sonne, 
In-st<Hlo  of  gold.  fi»r  bovinc.*sse  and  wigbto : 
Therwith  uie  thougbte  his  face  6b<K>n  so 

brigbte 


Tbat  wol  nnnothos  mights  I  him  Kdifildo  : 
And  in  Iiis  hunde  mo  thoughto  I  saugh 

him  holdo 
Two  fyrj'  dartcs,  us  the  glodos  ro*lo  :      juji 
And    aungoUykii    his    wingos    muigli     I 

R]>nHlo. 
And  nl  I»g  thnt  im-n  R4>yn  that  hliiid  is  ho, 
Al-guto  mo  thougIit«>  that  ho  niif^htu  soe: 
ForKtt'mi'ly  on  mo  ho  gun  bihoMo, 
So  that  his  hiking  doth  myn  Iiortu  roldo. 
And    by  the   liumlo   ho   bohl   this   noblo 

quono,  J4 1 

C-orounod  with  why  to,  und  clot  bod  nl  in 

Rrono, 
S)  womanly,  ho  l>onigno,  and  so  moke, 
That  in  this  world,  thogh  tbat  mon  wolde 

soko. 
Half  hir  l)oantoo  shuMo  nu-n  nat  Undo  J45 
In  croatnro  that  formi-<l  in  hy  kinde. 
[Cf.  J).  ^157.  col.  2,  IL  JT'Vo.J 


K  2 


35^ 


Z^  £^eHb  of  6oob  QSDomen. 


For  drede  of  Lovei  wordei  and  bis  chere, 

As,  whan  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 

Byhind  this  god  of  love,  np-on  this  grene, 

I  saw  cominge  of  ladyte  nyntene  186 

In  ryul  abite,  a  tai  esy  pas, 

And  after  hem  00m  of  wemen  swich  a  tras 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  made  of  erthe. 

The  thredde  part  of  wemen,  ne  the  ferthe, 

Ne  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee  191 

Hadden  ever  in  this  world  y-be ; 

And  trewe  of  love  thise    wemen  were 

echoon. 
Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye  195 

This  floor,  whioh  that  I  olepe  the  dayesye, 
Ful  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at-ones. 
And  kneled  ^oon,  as  it  were  for  the 

nones. 
And  after  that  they  wenten  in  compas, 
Daonsinge  aboute  this  floor  an  esy  pas,  aoo 
And  songen,  as  it  were  in  carole-wyse. 
This  balade,  which  that  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


Balade. 

Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  dere ; 
Ester,  ley  thoa  thy  meknesse  al  a*donn ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  firendly  manere ;  205 
Penalopee,  and  Maroia  Catonn, 
Mak  of  your  W3rfhod  no  oomparisoun ; 
Hyde  ye  your  beautes,  Isonde  and  Elejrne, 
Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Thy  faire  bodye,  lat  hit  nat  appere,      a  10 
Lav3rue ;    and  thou,  Lucresse  of  Borne 

toon, 
And  Polizene,  that  boghte  love  so  dere, 
Eek  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passioon, 
Hyde  ye  your  tronthe  in  love  and  yoor 

renonn ; 
And  thou,  Tisbe,  that  hast  for  love  swioh 

peyne :  215 

Alceste  is  here,  that  al  that  may  desteyne. 

Herro,  Dido,  Landomia,  alle  in-fere, 
Eek  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophoon, 
And  Canaoe,  espyed  by  thy  chore, 
Ysiphile,  betrayed  with  Jasonn,  320 


[Cf.  p.  357i  oot  «!  U.  ^80-996.] 


And  therfor  may  I  seyn,  as  thinketh  me. 
This  song,  in  preysing  of  this  lady  fire. 

Balade. 
Hyd,  Absolon,  thy  gilte  tresses  olere ;  249 
Ester,  ley  thoa  thy  meknesse  al  ardonn ; 
Hyd,  Jonathas,  al  thy  fondly  manere ; 
Penalopee,  and  Maroia  Catonn, 
Mak  of  yoor  wyihod  no  oomparisoon ; 
Hyde  ye  yonr  beantes,  Isonde  and  Eleyne, 
My  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  mi^  dis- 
tejme.  255 

Thy  faire  body,  lat  hit  nat  appere, 
Lavyne;   and  thon,  Lacresse   of  Borne 

tonn. 
And  Polixene,  that  boghten  love  so  dere. 
And  Cleopatre,  with  al  thy  passionn, 
Hyde  ye  your  tronthe  of  love  and  your 

renonn ;  261) 

And  thon,  Tisbe,  that  hast  of  love  swich 

peyne; 
My  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  may  dia- 

teyne, 

Herro,  Dido,  Landomia,  alle  y-fere, 
And  Phyllis,  hanging  for  thy  Demophoon, 
And  Canace,  espyed  by  thy  chere,         a6s 
Ysiphile,  betraysed  with  Jasoon, 


(pfofbgue*    (tioo  (Per0tott0.) 
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«f  TOUT  tronllM  in  lore  no  boit  ne 
mm; 

Tpermiitre  or  Adriane,  ne  pleyne ; 
it«  if  here,  that  al  thAt  may  desteyne. 


in  th«t  this  balade  al  y-eongen  was, 


[Cf.  pp.  355-6,  ooL  1, 11.  179-198.] 


*  tke  iofte  and  swote  grene  graa,    2^5 
^  *BtteD  hem  fol  softely  adonn, 
"^  alle  in  compas,  alle  enveronn. 
'  iU  the  god  of  love,  and  than  this 
9«ene 

^tbe  whyte  ooronn,  clad  in  grene  ; 
iithan  al  the  remenant  by  and  by, 
^wwe  of  degree,  ttd  cnrteisly ;    231 


Kaketh  of  your  tronthe  neyther  boost  ne 

Bonn; 
Nor  Ypermistre  or  Adriane,  ye  tweyne ; 
My  lady  oometh,  that  al  this  may  dis- 

teyne. 

This  balade  may  AU  wel  y^4ongen  be,  370 
As  I  have  sejrd  erst,  by  my  lady  free ; 
For  oerteynly,  alle  these  mow  nat  sniSyse 
To  apperen  with  my  lady  in  no  wyse. 
For  as  the  sonne  wol  the  fyr  disteyne, 
So  passeth  al  my  lady  sovereyne,  275 

That  is  so  good,  so  fair,  so  debonaire ; 
I  prey  to  god  that  ever  falle  hir  faire  I 
For,  nadde  comfort  been  of  hir  presence, 
I  had  ben  deed,  withoaten  any  defence, 
For  drede  of  Loves  wordes  and  his  chore; 
As,  when  tyme  is,  her-after  ye  shal  here. 
Behind  this  god  of  love,  npon  the  grene, 
I  saugh  cominge  of  ladyfie  nyntene 
In  real  habit,  a  fol  eey  paas ; 
And  after  hem  com  of  women  swich  a 

traas,  285 

That,  sin  that  god  Adam  had  maad  of 

erthe, 
The  thridde  part  of  mankynd,  or  the 

ferthe, 
Ke  wende  I  nat  by  possibilitee. 
Haul  ever  in  this  wyde  worlde  y-be ; 
And  trewe  of  love    thise  women  were 

echoon.  290 

Now  whether  was  that  a  wonder  thing 

or  noon. 
That,  right  anoon  as  that  they  gonne 

espye 
This  flour,  which  that  I  clepe  the  dayesye, 
Ful  sodeinly  they  stinten  alle  at  ones. 
And  kneled  doan,   as   it   were  for   the 

nones,  295 

And  songen  with  o  vois,  *  Hele  and  honour 
To  tronthe  of  womanhede,  and  to  this  flonr 
That  berth  onr  alder  prys  in  figaringe  ! 
Hir  whyte  coronn  berth  the  witnessinge !' 
And   with    that    word,   a-compas  en- 

vironn,  300 

They  setten  hem  ful  soflely  adoan. 
First  sat  the  god  of  love,  and  sith  his 

qnene 
With  the  wh3rte  ooronn,  clad  in  grene ; 
And  sithen  al  the  remenant  by  and  Vy, 
As  they  were  of  estaat,  fol  cnrteisly ;     305 
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Ke  nai  a  word  was  ipoken  in  the  place 
The  moon  tan  ce  of  a  fdrlong-wey  of  space. 

I,  lening  fastB  by  nnder  a  bente, 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente, 
Asstilieasanyttoon;  tUatthelaste,    236 
-The  god  of  love  on  me  his  eye  caste, 
And  seyde,  *who  resteth  ther?'  and  I 

answerde 
Un-to  his  axing,  whan  that  I  him  herde, 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I ' ;  and  cam  him 

neer,  340 

And  sained  him.     Qnod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer 
In  my  presence,  and  that  so  boldely  f 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  werm   to  comen   in    my  sight   than 

thou.* 
*And  why,   sir,*  qnod  I,  *and  hit  lyke 

yow  ? '  245 

'  For  thon,'  qnod  he,  *  art  ther-to  nothing 

able. 
My  servaonts  been  alle  wjrse  and  hononr- 

ablo. 
Thon  art  my  mortal  fo,  and  me  warreyest. 

And  of  myne  olde  servannts  thou  mis- 

seyest. 
And  hinderest  hem,  with  thy  translacioun, 
And  lettest  folk  to  han  dovocionn         251 
To  serven  me,  and  baldest  hit  folye 
To  troste  on  me.     Thon  mayst  hit  nat 

denyo ; 
For  in  pleyn  text,  hit   nedeth   nat   to 

glose, 
Thon  hast  translated  the  Bomanns  of  the 

Rose,  3fi5 

That  is  nn  heres3re  ageyns  my  lawe. 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 
And  tbinkest  in  thy  wit,  that  is  fal  cool. 
That  he  nis  bnt  a  verray  propre  fool 
That    loveth   paramonrs,  to  harde  and 

bote.  260 

Wei  wot  I  ther-by  thon  beginnest  dote 
As  olde  foles,  whan  hir  spirit  faj'leth ; 
Than  blame  they  folk,  and  wite  nat  what 

hem  ayleth. 
Hast  thon  nat  mad  in  English  eek  the 

book 
How  that  Crissesrde  Troilus  forcook,      265 
In  shewinge  how  that  wemen  han  don 

mis? 


Ne  nat  a  word  was  spoken  in  the  place 
The  monntance  of  a  fnrlong-w^  cf  spac^. 
I  kneling  by  this  flonr,  in  good  entente 
Abood,  to  knowen  what  this  peple  mente. 
As  stille  as  any  stoon  ;  til  at  the  laste,  310 
This  god  of  love  on  mo  his  eyen  caste. 
And  seyde,  *who  kneleth  ther?*  and  I 

answerde 
Unto  his  asking,  whan  that  I  hit  herde, 
And  seyde,  *  sir,  hit  am  I  * ;  and  com  him 

neer, 
And  sained  him.    Qnod  he,  *  what  dostow 

heer  315 

So  nigh  myn  owne  flonr,  so  boldely  ? 
For  it  were  better  worthy,  trewely, 
A  worm  to  neghen  neer  my  flonr  than 

thon,* 
*And  why,  sir,*  qnod  I,   *and  hit  lyke 

yow?' 
*  For  thon,*  qnod  he,  *  art  ther-to  nothing 

able.  $»i 

Hit  is  my  relik,  digne  and  delytable. 

And  thon  my  fo,  and  al  my  folk  wer- 

reyest, 
And  of  myn  olde  servannts  thon  mis- 

seyest. 
And  hindrest  hem,  with  thy  translacionn. 
And  lettest  folk  trom  hir  devocionn       325 
To  serve  me,  and  boldest  hit  folye 
To  serve  Love.  Thon  mayst  hit  nat  denye; 

For  in  pleyn   text,  with-onten  nede  of 

glose, 
Thon  hast  translated  the  Bomannoe  of 

theBose, 
That  is  an  heresye  ageyns  my  lawe,      330 
And  makest  wyse  folk  fro  me  withdrawe. 


And  of  Criseyde  thon  hast  seyd  as  tiiee 

liste, 
That  maketh  men  to  wommen  lane  triste. 
That  ben  as  trowe  as  ever  was  any  steeL 


((hrofeg;tt«.    (^190  (Pemone.) 
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But  urthrlf.  answiera  me  now  to  this. 
Why  Boldest  thoa  m  wel  hmn  eeyd  good- 

Of  vemen^es  tlKm  hast  aeyd  wikkedneese? 
Was  thcr  no  good  metere  in  thy  minde, 
Xe  in  alle  thy  bokes  condeet  thoa  nat 
linde  371 

8am  gtoiy  of  wemen  that  were  goode  and 

trewe? 
TU !  god  wot,  lixty  bokei  oldo  and  newe 
Hact  thoa  thy-aelf,  alle  ftOle  of  storiei 

grete. 
That  bothe    Bomaina    and   eek   Orekes 
tiwte  275 

Of  nndiy  wemen,  which  lyf  tliat  they 

ladde, 
And  erer  an  handred  gode  agejm  oon 


3  dreynt,  for  they  woldcn  nat  bo 


Of  thyn  answere  avyse  thee  right  weel ; 


This  knoweth  god,  and  alle  clorkei  eke, 
TUt  men  twicho  matores  for  to  seko.  J79 
What  teith  Valerie,  Titos,  or  Claadian  ? 
Wlttt  Rith  Jerome  ageyns  Jovinian  ? 
Bov  dene   maydens,    and    how    trewe 

How  itcdfast  widwee  daring  al  hir  l^-ves, 
T«Ueth  Jerome ;  and  tliat  nat  of  a  fewe, 
Bot,  I  dar  teyn,  an  haudrod  on  a  rewo ; 
^^  hit  is  pitee  for  to  rede,  and  ronthc, 
^  «o  that  they  cndurcn  fi>r  hir  troathe. 
F«  to  hir  love  wore  they  so  trewe, 
That,  rather    than   they  wolde  take  a 

newe, 
They  ehnaen  to  Ije  dcdo  in  sandry  wyec, 
^d  dejrden,  as  the  story  wol  dovyso ;    291 
^^  Mme  were  brend,  and  some  were  cat 

thehals, 
^ionied« 

^'"•Me  keped  they  hir  maydonhed, 

^  ellei  wedlok,  or  hir  widwohed.  ^95 

^  this  thing  was  nat  kept  fur  holi- 


^  •!  for  verray  verta  and  clennesso, 
'^  ^  men  shuldo  sctte  on  hem  no  lak ; 
J^  yit  they  woren  hcthen,  al  tlio  pak, 
J**  ^tn  so  sore  adrad  of  alio  shame.  300 
•J**  olde  wemen  kepte  so  hir  name,  i 

*htt  ia  this  world  I  trow  men  shal  nat  ' 
finds  ! 

A  ttsa  thai  eonde  be  so  trewe  and  kinde,  I 
A*«as  the  lesie  woman  in  that  tyde.  | 
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WhftfcBeithalaotheepifltelBofOvyde  305 
Of  trewe  wyveg,  and  of  hir  labour  ? 
What  YinoMit,  in  his  Storial  Mironr  ? 
Eek  al  the  world  of  antonzs  maystow 

here, 
Cristen  and  hethen,  trete  of  gwioh  matere ; 
It  nedeth  nat  alday  thus  for  t'endyte.  310 
But  yit  I  sey,  what  eyleth  thee  to  wryte 
The  draf  of  gtories,  and  forgo  the  com  ? 
By  seint  Yenos,  of  whom  that  I  was  bom, 
Although  [that]  thou  reneyed  hast  my 

As  othere  olde  foles  many  a  day,  315 


Thoa  shalt  repente  hit,  that  hit  shal  be 

Bene!' 
Than    spak   Alceste,    the    worthieste 

qnene. 
And  seyde,  *god,  right  of  your  cnrteeye, 
Te  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Ageyns  these  points  that  ye  han  to  him 

meved ;  330 

A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved. 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  rightful  and  eek  meroiable. 
He  shal  nat  rightfully  his  yre  wreke    324 
Or  he  have  herd  the  tother  party  speke. 
Al  ne  is  nat  gospel  that  is  to  yow  pleyned ; 
The   god   of  love   berth   many   a  tale 

y-feyned. 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour. 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusour. 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  thing 
For  hate,  or  fbr  jelous  imagining,         331 
And  for  to  han  with  yow  som  daliaunce. 
Envye  (I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  misohaunoe !) 

Is  lavender  in  the  grete  court  alway. 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  hous  of  Cesar;    thus  seith 

Dante ;  336 

Who-so  that  goth,  alwey  she  moot  [nat] 

wante. 
This  man  to  yow   may   wrongly    been 

accused, 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  excused. 
Or  elles,  sir,  for  that  this  man  is  nyoe,  340 
He  may  translate  a  thing  in  no  nialyoe. 
But  for  he  useth  bokes  for  to  make, 


For,  thogh  that  thou  reneyed  hast  my 
lay,  336 

As  other  wrecches  han  doon  many  a  day. 
By  sesmt  Venus,  that  my  moder  is. 
If  that  thou  live,  thou  shalt  repenten 

this 
So  oraelly,  that  hit  shal  welbe  sene  !*  340 

Tho  spak  this  lady,  clothed  al  in  grene. 

And  seyde,  *god,  right  of  your  curtesya, 
Te  moten  herknen  if  he  can  replye 
Agayns    al    this  that  ye    han    to    him 

meved; 
A  god  ne  sholde  nat  be  thus  agreved,  345 
But  of  his  deitee  he  shal  be  stable, 
And  therto  gracious  and  merciable. 
And  if  ye  nere  a  god,  that  knowen  al. 
Than  mighte  hit  be,  as  I  yow  tellen  shal ; 
This  man  to  you  may  falsly  been  ac- 
cused, 350 
Ther  as  by  right  him  oghte  been  excused 
For  in  your  court  is  many  a  losengeour. 
And  many  a  queynte  totelere  accusour. 
That  tabouren  in  your  eres  many  a  Bonn, 
Bight  after  hir  imaginacioun,  355 
To  have  your  daliance,  and  for  envye ; 
These  been  the  causes,  and  I  shall  nat 

lye. 
Envye  is  lavender  of  the  court  idway ; 
For  she  ne  parteth,  neither  night  ne  day. 
Out  of  the  hops   of  Cesar;    thus  seith 
Dante ;  360 

Who-so  that  goth,  algate  she  wol  nat 
wante. 

[Of.  11.  350-1  above.] 


And  eek,  paraunter,  for  this  man  is  nyoe. 
He  mighte  doon  hit,  gessing  no  malyce. 
But  for  he  useth  thinges  for  to  make ; 


(Profo^e.    {Zwo  QOtteiow.) 


361 


And  takth  non  lieed  of  what  motere  he 

take; 
Therfor    he    wroot   the    Bose    and    eek 

Crisseyde 
Of  innocence,  and  niste  what  he  sejde ; 
Or  him  was  boden  make  thilke  tweye    346 
Of  8om  penone,  and  dorste  hit  nat  with- 

aeye; 
For  he  hath  writen  many  a  book  er  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevonsly  anus 
To  translaten  that  olde  olerkes  wryten,  550 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Desp3^  of  love,  and  hadde  him-self  y- 

wroght. 
This  sholde  a  rightwys  lord  han  in  his 

thoght, 
And  nat  be  lyk  tiraunts  of  Lnmbardye, 
That  nsen  wilfnlhed  and  tiranuye,       355 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  natnrel, 
Him  oghto  nat  be  tirannt  ne  crael, 
As  is  a  fermotir,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 
And  that  him  oweth,  of  verray  daetee,  360 
Shewen  his  i>eple  plejm  benignitee, 
And  wel  to  here  hir  excnsaoionns, 
And  hir  compleyntes  and  jieticionns, 
In  daewe  tjone,  whan  they  shal  hit  profre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre : 
Akingtokepehisligesinjnstyce;        366 
With-oaten  donte,  that  is  his  ofiyce. 
And  therto  ia  a  king  fill  depe  y-swom, 
Fol  many  an  hundred  winter  heer-bifom ; 
And  for  to  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree,   370 
As  bit  is  right  and  skilfol  that  they  be 
Enhannced    and    hononred,    and    most 

dare — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 


This  shal  he  doon,  bothe  to  pore  [and] 

riche, 
Al  be  that  her  estat  be  nat  a-liche,        375 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassionn. 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kind  of  the  lionn  ! 
For  whan  a  flye  offendeth  him  or  bjrteth, 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  genterye,  380 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye. 
As  doth  a  corre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  corage  oghte  been  areste, 
And  weyen  every  thing  by  eqnitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


Him  rekketh  noght  of  what  matere  he 
take ;  365 


Or  him  was  boden  maken  thilke  tweye 
Of  som  persone,  and  dorste  hit  nat  with- 

seye; 
Or  him  repenteth  utterly  of  this. 
He  ne  hath  nat  doon  so  grevously  amis 
To  translaten  that  olde  clerkes  wiyten,  370 
As  thogh  that  he  of  malice  wolde  endyten 
Desp3^  of  love,  and    had    him-self  hit 

wroght. 
This  shulde  a  rightw3ni  lord  have  in  his 

thoght. 
And  nat  be  lyk  tiraunts  of  Lumbardye, 
Than  han  no  reward  but  at  tirannye.     375 
For  he  that  king  or  lord  is  naturel, 
Him  oghte  nat  be  tiraunt  ne  cruel, 
As  is  a  fermour,  to  doon  the  harm  he  can. 
He  moste  thinke  hit  is  his  lige  man, 


And  is  his  tresour,  and  his  gold  in  cofre. 
This  is  the  sentence  of  the  philosophre :  381 
A  king  to  kei)e  his  ligos  in  justyce; 
With-outen  doute,  that  is  his  offyce. 


Al  wol  he  kepe  his  lordes  hir  degree, 
As  hit  is  right  and  skilful  that  they  be  385 
Enhaunced    and    honoured,    and    most 

dere — 
For  they  ben  half-goddes  in  this  world 

here — 
Yit  mot  he  doon  bothe  right,  to  pore  and 

riche, 
Al  be  that  hir  estat  be  nat  y-liche. 
And  han  of  pore  folk  compassioun.      390 
For  lo,  the  gentil  kynd  of  the  leoun ! 
For  whan  a  flye  oflondeth  him  or  byteth. 
He  with  his  tayl  awey  the  flye  smyteth 
Al  esily ;  for,  of  his  genterye,  394 

Him  deyneth  nat  to  wreke  him  on  a  flye, 
As  doth  a  curre  or  elles  another  beste. 
In  noble  corage  oghte  been  areste. 
And  weyen  every  thing  by  equitee, 
And  ever  han  reward  to  his  owen  degree. 


N3 
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For,  sir,  hit  is  no  xnaystrie  for  a  lord   386 
To  dampne  a  man  with-onto  answere  or 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  ia  ftd  fonl  to  nse. 
And  if  so  he  he  may  him  nat  excuse, 
[Bat]  azeth  mercy  with  a  sorwefol  herte. 
And   profireth   him,  right   in    his  hare 

gherte,  391 

To  heen  right  at  yonr  owne  jngement. 
Than  oghte  a  god,  hy  short  avysement, 
Considre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas,  395 

Yow  oghte  heen  the  lighter  meroiable ; 
Leteth    your    yre,    and    beth   somwhat 

tretable ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning, 
And  forthered  your  lawe  with  his  making. 
Whyl  he  was  yong,  he  kepte  your  estat  ; 
I  not  wher  he  he  now  a  renegat.  401 

But  wel  I  wot,  with  that  he  can  endyte, 
He  hath  maked  lewed  folk  delyte 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  Uiat  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame,  405 

And    eek    the    Deeth   of  Blaunche  the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse, 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halydayes. 
That  highten  Balades,   Boundels,  Yire- 
«     layes ;  411 

And  for  to  speke  of  other  besinesse, 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Bofice ; 
And  of  the  Wreched  Engendring  of  Man- 

kinde, 
As  man  may  in  i)ope  Innocent  y-finde ;  415 
And  mad  the  Lyf  also  of  seynt  Cecyle ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whyl, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne  ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  peyne  ; 
He  hath  mad  many  a  lay  and  many  a 

thing.  430 

Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  king, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  queue  of  Trace, 
I  axe  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace. 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  lyve ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that  as 

blyve,  425 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 


For,  sir,  hit  is  no  maystrie  for  a  lord    400 
To  dampne  a  man  with-oute  answere  of 

word; 
And,  for  a  lord,  that  is  ful  foul  to  use. 
And  if  so  be  he  may  him  nat  excuse. 
But  asketh  mercy  with  a  dredfnl  herte, 
And  profreth    him,  ri^t   in    his   bare 
sherte,  405 

To  been  right  at  your  owne  jngement, 
Than  oghte  a  god,  by  short  avysement, 
C!onsidre  his  owne  honour  and  his  trespas. 
For  sith  no  cause  of  deeth  lyth  in  this 

cas, 
Yow  oghte  been  the  lighter  meroiable ;  410 
Leteth  your  yre,  and  beth  somwhat  tret- 
able ! 
The  man  hath  served  yow  of  his  conning. 
And  forthred  wel  your  lawe  in  his  making; 


Al  be  hit  that  he  can  nat  wel  endyte, 
Yet  hath  he  maked  lewed  folk  delyte  415 
To  serve  you,  in  preysing  of  your  name. 
He  made  the  book  Uiat  hight  the  Hous  of 

Fame, 
And  eek  the    Deeth    of   Blaunche    the 

Duchesse, 
And  the  Parlement  of  Foules,  as  I  gesse. 
And  al  the  love  of  Palamon  and  Arcyte  420 
Of  Thebes,  thogh  the  story  is  knowen  lyte ; 
And  many  an  ympne  for  your  halyday^ 
That  highten  Balades,   Boundels,  Yii«- 

layes; 
And,  for  to  speke  of  other  holynesse, 
He  hath  in  prose  translated  Botee,       425 


And  mad  the  I^  also  of  seynt  Cei^le ; 
He  made  also,  goon  sithen  a  greet  whj^, 
Origenes  upon  the  Maudeleyne ; 
Him  oghte  now  to  have  the  lesse  peryne ;    . 
He  hath  mad   many  a  lay  and  many 

a  thing.  430 

*  Now  as  ye  been  a  god,  and  eek  a  kin^, 
I,  your  Alceste,  whylom  quene  of  Trace, 
I  aske  yow  this  man,  right  of  your  grace. 
That  ye  him  never  hurte  in  al  his  l3rve  ; 
And  he  shal  sweren  yow,  and  that   as 

blyve,  4^:15 

He  shal  no  more  agilten  in  this  wyse ; 
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But  lieiluU  malum,  as  ye  wil  devyse, 
Of  wemen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyve, 
^^Mo  je  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  wyve, 
And  forthren  yom,  as  mnohe  as  he  mis- 

•ajde  430 

Or  in  the  Rose  or  elles  in  Criseyde.' 
Hw  god  of  love   answerde   hir  thus 

anoonf 
'ICadsme/  quod  he,  '  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe, 
lliat  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  455 

Tome  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
That,  if  that  I  wol  save  my  degree, 
I  ouo'  ne  wol  nat  wame  your  requeste ; 
Al  Ifth  in  yow,  doth  with  him  what  yow 

l««te,  439 

And  al  fur>'eve,  with-outen  lenger  space  ; 
For  who-sn  yovoth  a  yift,  or  doth  a  grace, 
^  hit  by  t>'me,   his  thank  is  wel  the 

more; 
And  demeth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Oothanke  now  my  lady  hcer,*  quod  he. 
I  r(K4,  and  donn   I  sette  me  on  my 

knot',  445 

And  sej-de  thns :  '  Madame,  the  god  above 
Fo»yelilc  y*»w,  that  yc«  the  g<Hl  of  love 
Han  maked  mo  his  wratho  to  f<ir>ivo  ; 
And  yeve  mo  grace  so  long  for  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  what  ye  be,  450 
That  han  mo  holpon,  and  put  in  swich 

degTPe. 
^  trewely  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
^Vight  have    agilt,    ne    doon    to    love 

tn^pas. 
'w^hy  a  trewn  man,  with-outon  dredo, 
^h  nat  to  partcn  with  a  thevcs  tleilo  ; 
^'«  •  trewt-  lover  <>ght«  me  nat  blame,  456 
Th(4^tbat  I  si>eko  a  i'als  lover  som  shame. 
Thty  nghto  rather  with  mo  for  to  lit»ldo, 
'w  that  I  of  C-reseyde  wroot  or  tolde, 
^  of  the  Boec ;    what-so  m>'n   auctour 

ttente,  460 

Altit«,  grid  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
^*  forthren   tronthe    in    love    and    hit 

theryt-e ; 
^  ti>  be  war  fro  fal^mcsse  and  fro  vyoe 
^  i^iih  ensample  ;  this  was  my  men- 

^  ihe  answerde,  •  lat  be  thyn  argn- 
"»«•;  4f>5 


Bat  he  shal  maken,  as  ye  wil  devyse, 
Of  wommen  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  ly\'e, 
Wher-so  ye  wil,  of  maiden  or  of  vryye. 
And  forthren  yow,  as  mache  as  he  mis- 

scyde  440 

Or  in  the  Hose  or  elles  in  Creseyde.' 
The  god   of   love  answerde  hir    thns 

anoon, 
*  Madame,'  qnod  he,  *  hit  is  so  long  agoon 
That  I  yow  knew  so  charitable  and  trewe. 
That  never  yit,  sith  that  the  world  was 

newe,  445 

To  me  ne  fond  I  better  noon  than  ye. 
If  that  I  wolde  save  my  degree, 
I  may  ne  wol  nat  weme  yonr  reqneste  ; 
Al  l>'th  in  yow,  doth  with  him  as  yow 

leste. 
I  al  foryeve,  with-outon  lenger  space ;  450 
For  who-so  yeveth  a  yift,  or  d<»th  a  grace, 
Do  hit  by  tyme,  his  thank  is  wel  the 

more; 
And  dcmcth  ye  what  he  shal  do  therfore. 
Go  thanke  now  my  lady  heer,'  quod  he. 
I  roos,  and  doun  I  sotte  me  on  my 

knee,  455 

And  scyde  thus  : '  Madame,  the  goil  above 
Foryelile  yow,  that  ye  the  god  of  love 
Ilun  makoil  mo  his  wrathe  to  for^-ive  ; 
And  yevo  me  grivce  so  li»ng  fi>r  to  live, 
That  I  may  knowe  soothly  whnt  yo  1)0,  460 
That   hun   me  holpe    and   ]»ut    in    this 

dogn»e. 
But  trcwt»ly  I  wende,  as  in  this  cas, 
Naught    have    agilt,    ne    doon    to    lovo 

trcspas, 
Forwhy  a  trewe  man,  with-outon  drede. 
Hath  nat  to  parton  with  a  theves  dede  ; 
Xe  a  trowe  lover  oghte  me  nat  ]>lame, 
Thogh  that  I  siH>ke  a  fals  lover  soin  shame. 
They  oghte  rather  with  me  for  to  holde. 
For  that  I  of  Creseyde  wrfK>t  or  tolde, 
Or  of  the  Bose ;   what-so  m.vn   auctour 

mente,  470 

Algato,  g»xl  wot,  hit  was  myn  entente 
To   forthren    trouthe    in    love   and    hit 

ohorj'cte  ; 
And  to  be  war  fro  falsnesse  an<l  fro  ^-yc^ 
By  swich  onsamx)le  ;  this  was  my  men- 

inge.' 
And  she  answerde,  'lat  be  thj-n  argn- 
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For  Love  ne  wol  nat  countrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  this  at  me ! 
Thoa  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  aeyn  what  penance  thoa  shalt 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  nnderstond  hit  here : 
Thoa  shaltf  whyl  that  thoa  livest,  yeer  by 

yere,  47 » 

The  moete  party  of  thy  lyve  spende 
In  maldng  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wemen,  maidenes  and  wyves,  474 
That  were  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves  ; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  lyf  ne  doon  nat  bat  assayen 
How  many  wemen    they  m^  doon    a 

ghame ; 
For  in  yoar  world  that  is  now  holden 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lesteth  nat  a  lover  be,  480 
Spek  wel   of  love;    this  penance  yeve 

I  thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  chaige  his  servants,  by  any 

weye, 
To  forthren  thee,  and   wel  thy  labour 

quyte ; 
Qo  now  thy  wey,  thy  penance  is  bat  lyte.' 


The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  than  he 

seyde,  486 

'  Wostow,'  qaod  he,  *  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  qaene,  or  coantesse,  or  of  what  degree. 
That  hath  00  litel  penance  yoven  thee, 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
Bat'pitee  renneth  gone  in  gentil  herte ; 
That  mayst  thoa  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.' 
And  I  answerde,  '  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  bat  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 

*  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,'  495 
Qood  Love,  *■  and  that  thoa  knoweet  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  avyse  thee. 
Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  Ijrth  in  thy  cheste, 
The  gret  goodnesse  of  the  quene  Aloeste, 
That  tamed  was  into  a  dayesye  :  500 

She  that  for  hir  hasbonde  chees  to  dye, 


For  Love  ne  wol  nat  ooantrepleted  be 
In  right  ne  wrong ;  and  leme  that  of  me ! 
Thoa  hast  thy  grace,  and  hold  thee  right 

ther-to. 
Now  wol  I  sesoi  what  penance  thoa  shall 

do 
For  thy  trespas,  and  nnderstond  hit  here: 
Thoa  shalt,  whyl  that  thoa  livest,  yeer 

by  yere,  481 

The  moste  party  of  thy  tyme  spende 
In  making  of  a  glorious  Legende 
Of  Gode  Wommen,  maidenes  and  wyves, 
That  weren  trewe  in  lovinge  al  hir  lyves; 
And  telle  of  false  men  that  hem  bitrayen, 
That  al  hir  lyf  no  doon  nat  but  assayen 
How  many  wommen  they  may  doon  a 

shame; 
For  in  5roar  world  that  is  now  holde  a 

game. 
And  thogh  thee  lyke  nat  a  lover  be,     490 
Spek  wel  of  love ;   this  penanoe  yive  I 

thee. 
And  to  the  god  of  love  I  shal  so  preye, 
That  he  shal  charge  his  servants,  by  any 

weye. 
To  forthren  thee,   and  wel  thy  labour 

quyte; 
Go  now  thy  wey,  this  penance  is  but  lyte. 
^nd  whan  this  book  is  maad,  yive  hit  the 

queue  496 

On  my  behalfe,  at  Eltham,  or  at  Shene.*^ 

The  god  of  love  gan  smyle,  and  Chan  he 

seyde, 
*  Wostow,'  quod  he,  *  wher  this  be  wyf  or 

mayde, 
Or  quene,  or  countesse,  or  of  what  degree, 
That  hath  so  litel  penance  yiven  thee,  501 
That  hast  deserved  sorer  for  to  smerte  ? 
But  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte  ; 
That  maystow  seen,  she  kytheth  what 

she  is.'  5(H 

And  I  answerde,  *  nay,  sir,  so  have  I  blis. 
No  more  but  that  I  see  wel  she  is  good.' 

*  That  is  a  trewe  tale,  by  myn  hood,' 
Quod  Love,  *  and  that  thou  knovrest  wel, 

pardee. 
If  hit  be  so  that  thou  av3r8e  thee.  509 

Hastow  nat  in  a  book,  lyth  in  thy  cheste, 
The  grete  goodnesse  of  the  quene  Aloeste, 
That  turned  was  into  a  dayeiye  : 
She  that  for  hir  husbonde  ohees  to  dye. 


(Prefojfue.    {Zwi  (Pemone.) 


36s 


.Vnd  «ek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he, 

Aod  Eitnlei  reeoned  hir,  pardee, 

Aod  brogfate  hir  OQt  of  helle  agayn  to 

AihI  I  aniwerde  a^yn,  and  eejrde,  *yi8, 
2?uv  knowe  I  hir !    And  is  this    good 

Alccffte, 
1^  dMyeaj^t  and  myn  owne  hcrtes  reste? 
NWfele  I  wel  the  ({o^n<^iBO  of  this  wyf, 
llat  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  fTpte  bonnteo  doablcth  hir  renoan ! 
Vel  hath  she  quit  mc  myn  affeocionn 
Aat  I  liAve  to  hir  flunr,  the  dayG83*e  ! 
^owmider  is  th<igh  Jove  hir  stollifyOf 
Aiielleth  Alston,  f«>r  hir  goodnesse  ! 
Hirvhyte  ooronn  lierth  <»f  hit  witnesse  ; 
fwabo  many  vertues  haddo  she,         516 
Ai  imale  fi'mres  in  hir  coronn  be. 
In  muemhraunce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
(^Ittlla  nuule  the  dayesy  and  the  flonr  519 
T*cnroned  al  with  whj-t,  as  men  may  see; 
And  Mars  3-uf  to  hir  coronn  recti,  itardoe, 
h»  itede  ftf  mbics,  st't  among  the  whj'te.* 
Hie rwith  this  qacno  wcx  reed  for  shame 

•lyte,  5^3 

^luui  the  was  proysotl  so  in  hir  presence. 
Than  lej-de  Ln\-o,  '  a  fnl  grct  negligence 
^aihit  to  thoo,  to  write  unstedfnstncsse 
W  VAien,  sith  thou  knowest  hir  good- 

^  pnef,  an<l  cek  by  stories  heer-biforn  ; 
^  be  the  chaf,  and  wr>*t  wel  of  the  com. 
^7  noldest  thou  han  writen  of  Alceste. 
And  leten    Criseide    been    arslepe    and 

Krte?  531 

'w  of  Alceste  shnlde  thy  wryting  bo, 
^intbat  thou  wost  that  kalendcr  is  she 
^  ipoodnosse,   for   she   taughte   of  f3m 

loringe. 
And  namely  of  wyf  hoo<l  the  livingo,     535 
-^  »lle  the  boandtfs  that  she  oghto  keix) ; 
^Tlitel  wit  was  thilke  tyme  n-slopo. 
°nt  ikiw  I  charge  thee,  up<m  thy  lyf, 
^^  in  thy  Legend  thou  make  of  this 

^°*ii  thou  hast  othcre  smalc  maa<l  Ijo- 

fore;  540 

***^  fcre  now  wel,  I  rharge  thoo  no  more. 


And  eek  to  goon  to  helle,  rather  than  he, 
And  Ercnlcs  rescowe<l  hir,  pardee,  515 
And  broghte  hir  out  of  helle  agayn  tu 

Wis?' 
And  I  nnswerde  ageyn,  and  scyde,  *yis. 
Now   knowe   I  hir !    And  is   this  go«id 

Alceste,  518 

The  doyesye,  and  nij-n  owne  hertes  restc  ? 
Now  felo  I  wel  the  goodnesse  of  this  wj-f, 
That  bothe  after  hir  deeth,  and  in  hir  lyf, 
Hir  grcte  bountee  doublet Ii  hir  renouu  ! 
Wel  hath  she  <init  me  myn  affeccioun 
Tliat  I  have  to  hir  flonr,  the  dayesye  ! 
No  wonder  is  thogh  Jove  hir  stellifj'o,  5^5 
As  telleth  Agaton,  for  hir  goodnesse ! 
Hir  whyte  coronn  l)orth  of  hit  witnesse  ; 
For  also  many  vertuos  hadde  she. 
As  smnle  flonres  in  hir  coroun  l)e.        5J9 
In  romcmbrannce  of  hir  and  in  honour, 
Cil»olIu  made  the  daycsj'  and  the  flour 
Y-corone<I  al  with  whj't,  as  men  may  sec; 
And  Mars  yaf  to  hir  coronn  reed,  pardee. 
In  stede  of  rubies,  sot  among  the  whyte.* 
Tlierwith  this  queue  wex  reed  for  shame 

tt  l>'t<',  5.A5 

\Vhan  she  was  preyscd  so  in  hir  prcscnco. 
Than  soj'de  I»ve,  '  a  ful  grct  iiegligoncc 
Was  hit  to  thee,   that   ilke   tyme  thou 

made  538 

**  Hj'd,  Abs<»li>n,  thy  tresses,"  in  biilade. 
That  tliou  forgeto  hir  in  thy  song  tosette, 
Sin  that  thou  art  so  gretly  in  hir  dette, 


And  wost  so  wel,  that  kalonder  is  slio 

T»»  any  woman  that  wiil  lover  1k> 

For    she    tatighto   al    the    craft    of   t'yii 

lovinge. 
And  namely  of  wj-f  hood  the  livingo,    545 
And  alle  the  bouiidos  that  shi'  oirhte  ki.'iH» ; 
Thy  litol  wit  was  thilke  iynut  a-sleiio. 
But  now  I  chargn  thee,  iip<»n  thy  lyf, 
That   in  thy  Ix>gond  thou  make  of  this 

wyf. 
Whan  thou  hast  other  smale  y-maad  l>e- 

forc ;  550 

And  fart*  ni»w  wel,  I  charge  thee  no  more. 

Ihit  er  I  go,  thus  muche  I  wol  theo 

telle, 
Xe  slial  ni»  trewe  lover  come  in  hcllc 
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Z^  B^itnl  of  £(oob  QSDomett* 


At  CleopAtre  I  wol  that  thou  beginne ; 
And  so  forth  ;  and  my  love  so  shalt  thou 
winne.'  543 


And  with  that  word  of  sleep  I  gan  a-awake, 
And  right  thos  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Thise  other  ladies  sittinge  here  arowe 
Ben  in  thy  halade,  if  thou  canst  hem 

knowe,  555 

And  in  thy  bokes  alle  thoa  shalt  hem 

finde; 
Have  hem  now  in  thy  Legend  alle  in 

minde, 
I  mene  of  hem  that  been  in  thy  knowinge. 
For  heer  ben  twenty  thousand  mo  sittinge 
Than    thoa    knowest,    that    been    good 

wommen  alle  560 

And  trewe  of  love,  for  anght  that  may 

be&Ue; 
Make  the  metres  of  hem  as  the  leste. 
I  mot  gon  hoom,  the  sonne  draweth  weste. 
To  Paradys,  with  al  this  oompanjre ; 
And  serve  alwey  the  fresshe  dayesye.  565 
At  Cleopatre  I  wol  that  thoa  beginne ; 
And  so  forth ;  and  my  love  so  shidt  thoa 

winne. 
For  lat  see  now  what  man  that  lover  be, 
Wol  doon  so  strong  a  peyne  for  love  as 

she. 
I  wot  wel  that  thou  maytt  nat  al  hit 

ryme,  570 

That  swiche  lovers  diden  in  hir  tyme ; 
It  were  to  long  to  reden  and  to  here  ; 
Saffyoeth  me,  thoa  make  in  this  manere, 
That  thoa  reheroe  of  al  hir  lyf  the  grete. 
After  thise  olde  aaotoors  listen  to  trete. 
For  who-80  shal  so  many  a  storie  telle,  576 
Sey  shortly,  or  he  shal  to  longe  dwelle.* 
And  with  that  word  my  bokes  gan  I  take. 
And  right  thus  on  my  Legend  gan  I  make. 


Explicit  prohemium. 


L  THE  LEGENI>  OF  CLEOPATRA. 


IndpU  Legenda  CUopaMe,  Martiria, 
EgipH  regine, 

ArrBR  the  deeth  of  Tholomee  the  king,  580 
That  al  Egtpte  hadde  in  his  governing, 
Begned  his  quene  Cleopataras ; 
Til  on  a  tyme  befel  ther  swiche  a  cas, 
That  out  of  Borne  was  sent  a  senatour, 
For  to  conqueren  regnes  and  honour   585 
Unto  the  toun  of  Bome,  as  was  usannce, 
To  have  the  world  unto  her  obeisaunce ; 


And,  sooth  to  sejre,  Antonius  was  his 

name. 
So  fU    hit,    as    Fortune    him   oghte    a 

shame  (10) 

Whan  he  was  fallen  in  prosperitee,      590 
Bebel  unto  the  toun  of  Bome  is  he. 
And  over  al  this,  the  suster  of  Cesar, 
He  lafte  hir  falsly,  er  that  she  was  war. 
And  wolde  algates  han  another  wyf ; 
For  whiohe  he  took  with  Bome  and  Cesar 

stryf.  595 


Zit  Be^enb  of  ttc^paha. 
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Katheles,  for-sooth,  this  ilke  senatomr 
Was  a  fdl  worthy  gentil  werrejronr, 
And  of  his  deeth  hit  was  ftil  greet  damage. 
Bat  love  had  broght  this  man  in  swiche 

a  rage,  (ao) 

And  him  so  narwe  bonnden  in  his  las, 
Al  for  the  love  of  Cleopataras,  6oi 

That  al  the  world  he  sette  at  no  value. 
Him  thonghte,  nas  to  him  no  thing  so 

dne 
As  Gleopatras  for  to  love  and  serve ;    604 
Him  roghte  nat  in  armes  for  to  sterve 
In  the  defence  of  hir,  and  uf  hir  right. 
This  noble  qnene  eek  lovede  so  this 

knight, 
Throogh  his  desert,  and  for  his  ohivalrye ; 
As  certeinly,  bnt-if  that  bokes  lye,       (50) 
He  was,  of  persone  and  of  gentUesse,  610 
And  of  discrecionn  and  hardinesse. 
Worthy  to  any  wight  that  liven  may. 
And  she  was  fair  as  is  the  rose  in  May. 
And,  for  to  maken  shortly  is  the  beste. 
She  wex  his  wyf,  and  hadde  him  as  hir 

leste.  615 

The  wedding  and  the  festeto  devyse, 
To  me,  that  have  y-take  swiche  empryse 
Of  so  many  a  storie  for  to  make,  (39) 

But  were  to  long,  lest  that  I  sholde  slake 
Of  thing  that  bereth  more  effect  and 

charge ;  620 

For  men  may  overlade  a  ship  or  barge  ; 
And  forthy  to  th'effect  than  wol  I  skippe. 
And  al  the  remenant,   I  wol    lete  hit 

slippe. 
Octovian,  that  wood  was  of  this  dede, 
Shoop  him  an  ost  on  Antony  to  lede    625 
Al-oaterly  for  his  destracoionn. 
With  stonte  Bomains,  crael  as  leoon  ; 
To  ship  they  wente,  and  thus  I  let  hem 

saile. 
Antonios  was  war,  and  wol  nat  fkile  (50) 
To  meten    with   thise    Bomains,  if  he 

may;  630 

Took   eek   his   reed,    and   bothe,   npon 

a  day. 
His  wyf  and  he,  and  al  his  ost,  forth 

wente 
To  sbippe  anoon,  no  lenger  they  ne  stente  ; 
And  in  the  see  hit  happed  hem  to  mete — 
Up  goth  the  trompe— and  for  to  shonte 

and  shete,  ^ 


And  peynen  hem  to  sette  on  with  the 

Sonne. 
With  grisly  soon  out  goth    the    grete 

gonne. 
And  heterly  they  hnrtlen  al  at  ones, 
And  fro  the  top  donn  cometh  the  grete 

stones.  (60) 

In  goth  the  grapenel  so  ftil  of  crokes    640 
Among  the  ropes,  and  the  shering-hokes. 
In  with  the  polax  presseth  he  and  he  ; 
Behind  the  mast  beginneth  he  to  flee. 
And  out  agajm,  and  dryveth  him  over- 
horde;  644 
He  stingeth  him  npon  his  speres  orde  ; 
He  rent  the  sail  with  hokes  lyke  a  sjrthe  ; 
He  bringeth  the  cuppe,  and  biddeth  hem 

be  blythe ; 
He  ponreth  pesen  npon  the  hacches  slider ; 
With  pottes  fal  of  lym  they  goon  to> 

gider ;  (70) 

And  thns  the  longe  day  in  fight  they 

spende  650 

TU,  at  the  laste,  as  every  thing  hath  ende, 
Antony  is  shent,  and  put  him  to  the 

flighte. 
And  al  his  folk  to-go,  that  best  go  mighte. 
Fleeth  eek    the   queen,   wi^   al  her 

pnrpre  sail. 
For  strokes,  which  that  wente  as  thikke 

as  hail ;  655 

No  wonder  was,  she  mighte  hit  nat  endure. 
And  whan  that  Antony  saw  that  aven- 

ture, 
*  Alias!*   quod  he,  *the  day  that  I  was 

bom! 
My  worshipe  in  this  day  thus  have  I 

lom!»  (80) 

And  for  dispeyr  out  of  his  witte  he  sterte, 
And  roof  him-self  anoon  through-out  the 

herte  661 

Er  that  he  ferther  wente  out    of  the 

place. 
His  wyf,  that  coude  of  Cesar  have  no 

grace. 
To  Egipte  is  fled,  for  drede  and  for  dis- 

tresse; 
But  herkneth,  ye  that  speke  of  kinde- 

nesse.  66$ 

Te  men,  that  fidsly  sweren  many  an  00th 

That  ye  wol  djre,  if  that  your  love  be 

wrooth, 
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Z^  Bt^tnl  of  <Boob  (S^ometu 


Heer  xnay  3^0  seen  of  women  whiche  a 

tronthe ! 
This  wofnl  Cleopatre   hath  mad  iwich 

routhe  (90) 

That  ther  nis  tonge  noon  that  may  hit 

telle.  670 

But  on  the  morwe  she  wol  no  longer 

dwelle. 
But  made  hir  subtil  workmen  make  a 

shrjne 
Of  alle  the  rubies  and  the  stones  fyne 
In  al  Egipte  that  she  ooude  espye ; 
And  putte  ful  the  shrjrne  of  spycerjra,  675 
And  leet  the  cors  embaome;  and  forth 

she  fette 
This  dede  cors,  and  in  the  shrjrne  hit 

shette. 
And  next  the  shryne  a  pit  than  doth  she 

grave  ; 
And  alle  the  serpents  that  she  mighte 

have,  (100) 

She  putte  hem  in  tliat  grave,  and  thus 

she  seyde :  680 

*  Now  love,  to  whom  my  sorwef^l  herte 

obeyde 
So  ferforthly  that,  fro  that  blisfol  houre 
That  I  yow  swor  to  been  al  frely  youre, 
I  mene  yow,  Autonius  my  knight !       684 
That  never  waking,  in  the  day  or  night. 


Te  nere  out  of  myn  hertes  remembraunoe 
For  wele  or  wo,  for  oarole  or  for  daunce  ; 
And  in  my-self  this   covenant  made  I 

tho,  (109) 

That,  right  swioh  as  ye  felten,  wele  or  wo. 
As  ferforth  as  hit  in  my  power  lay,      690 
Unreprovable  unto  my  W3rfhood  ay, 
The  same  wolde  I  felen,  lyf  or  deeth. 
And  thilke  covenant,  why!  me  lasteth 

breeth, 
I  wol  fulfllle,  and  that  shal  wel  be  sene ; 
Was  never  unto  hir  love  a  trewer  quene.' 
And  with  that  word,  naked,   with   ful 

good  herte,  696 

Among  the  serpents  in  the  pit  she  sterte. 
And  ther  she  ohees  to  han  hir  burjdnge. 
Anoon  the    neddres   gonne  hir    for    to 

stinge,  (lao) 

And  she  hir  deeth  receyveth,  with  good^ 

chere,  700 

For  love  of  Antony,  that  was  hir  so  dero: — 
And  this  is  storial  sooth,  hit  is  no  fable. 
Kow,  er  I  flnde  a  man  thus  trewe  and 

stable. 
And  wol  for  love  his    deeth    so  fireely 

take, 
I  pray  god  lat  our  hedes  never  ake !      yos 

Explicit  Legenda  CUopatrit,  MarUria, 


II.   THE  LEGEND  OF  THISBE  OF  BABYLON. 


Jncipit  Legenda  Tetibe  Babilonie,  Martiria. 

At  Babiloine  whylom  fil  it  thus, 
Tlie  whiohe  toun  the  queen  Semi  ramus 
Leet  dichen  al  about,  and  walles  make 
Ful  hye,  of  harde  tyles  wel  y-bake. 
Ther  weren  dwellinge  in  tliis  noble  toun 
Two  lordes,  which  that  were  of  greet 

renoun,  711 

And  woneden  so  nigh,  upon  a  grene. 
That  ther  nas  but  a  stoon-wal  hem  bi- 

twene. 
As  ofte  in  grete  tonnes  is  the  wone. 
And  sooth  to  sejoi,  that  o  man  hadde 

a  sone,  715 

Of  al  that  londe  oon  of  the  lustieste.    (11) 
That  other  hadde  a  doghter,  the  faireste. 


That  estward  in  the  world  was  tho  dwel* 

linge. 
The  name  of  everich  gan  toother  springs 
By    wommen,    that    were    neighebores 

aboute.  720 

For  in  that  contree  yit,  withouten  doute. 
Maidens  been  y-kept,  for  jelosye, 
Ful  streite,  lest  they  diden  som  folye. 

This  yonge  man  was  deped  Piramos, 
And  Tisbe  hight  the  maid,  Naso  seith 

thus ;  715 

And  thus  by  report  was  hir  name  y-shove 
That,  as    they  wexe    in    age,   wex    hir 

love ;  {22) 

And  certein,  as  by  reson  of  hir  age, 
Ther    mighte    have    been    bitwix    hem 

manage,  729 
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<^  tiat  hir  fSidres  XM>ldA  hit  nat  asiente ; 
'^^  bothe  in  love  j-lyke  tore  th^  brente, 
^^  aooQ  of  alle  hir  frendes  mi^to  hit 

kite 
^^  prively  tom^yme  yit  they  mette 
^y  ilei^hte,  and  speken  som  of  hir  desyr ; 
^■»  wiy  the  gleed,  and  hotter  is  the  fyr ; 
F*Of  bede  a  love,  and  it  is  ten  to  wood.  736 
This  wal,  which  that  bitwix  hem  bothe 
•tood,  (32) 

^aa  cloven  a-two,  right  fro  the  topi)e 

adfian, 
^f  oldo  tyme  of  his  fnndacionn  ; 
3nt  yit   thia  clifte  wus   so  narwe  and 
lyte,  740 

[t  naa  nat  sene,  dere  y-nogh  a  myte. 
Bat  what  is  that,  that  love  can  nat  espjre? 
Ve  lovers  two,  if  that  I  shal  nat  l^'e, 
Ve  funnden  first  this  litel  narwe  clifte  ; 
And,  with  a  soun  as  anttto  as  any  shriftc, 
They  lete  hir  wordes  through  the  clifte 
pace.  (41)  746 

And  toI'Jcn,  whyl  that  they  stode  in  the 

place, 
Al  hir  complcynt  of  love,  and  ol  liir  wo, 
At  every  tyme  whan  they  dorste  so. 

Vpon  that  o  ^yde  of  the  wal  st^KKl  ho. 
And  on  that  other  syde  stood  Tisbe,      751 
The  fwute  sonn  of  other  to  rocoj'\*o, 
Aad  thas  hir  wardeins  woldo  they  do- 

e*yve. 

And  every  day  this  wal  they  wolde  threte, 

-^  vifishe  to  god,  that  it  were  doou 

y-*«te.  (5»))  755 

^ni  wftlde    they    sej-n — 'alias!    thou 

vikked  whI, 
""*»|fh  thyn  envye  thon  us  lettest  al ! 
^y  nilt  thou  cleve,  or  fallen  ul  a-two  ? 
^•»t  the  leste,  but  thou  woMest  so, 
^^  voldestow  but  ones  lete  us  mete,   760 
^  out  that  we  mightc  kisscn  swetc, 
"*»  were  we  covered  of  our  cares  colUo. 
^  n«hele«,  yit  be  we  to  thee  holdo 
In  u  mnrhe  as  thou  sufTrest  for  to  goon 
"w  vordes  through  thy  lyme  and  wk 
%  ftoon.  (60)  7<>5 

lit  A^hte  we  with  thee  l»en  wcl  apayd.* 

And  whan  th  ise  ydel  wordes  weren  sayd, 
">*  «olde  wal  they  woldon  kisso  of  stoon, 
^"^  *»k«  hir  leve,  and  forth  they  wolden 
loon. 


And  this  was  gladly  in  the  e\*en-tydo  771) 
Or  wonder  erly,  lest  men  hit  espyde ; 
And  longe  t3'me  they  wroghte   in   this 

manero 
Til  on  a  day,  whan  Phebus  gan  to  clere, 
Aurora  with  the  stremes  of  hir  heto 
Had  drj-od  up  the  dew  of  hcrbes  wete;  775 
Unto  this  clifte,  as  it  was  wont  to  be,  (71 ,' 
Com  Fyramus,  and  after  com  Tisbe, 
And  plighten  trouthe  fully  in  hir  fey 
That  ilke  same  night  to  stele  awey, 
And  to  beg>'le  hir  wardeins  overichoon,  780 
And  forth  out  of  the  citee  for  to  goou  ; 
And,  for  the  feldes  been  so  brode  and 

wyde. 
For  to  mete  in  o  place  at  o  tydc. 
They  sotte  mark  hir  meting  sholdc  be 
Ther  king  Ninus  was  graven,  under  a 
tree ;  (80)  785 

For  oldo  x>ayens  that  ydoles  heried 
Use<lGn  tho  in  feldes  to  ben  beriod  ; 
And  faste  by  this  grave  was  a  welle. 
And.  shortly  of  this  tale  for  to  telle. 
This     covenant    was    affermed    wonder 
faste ;  790 

And  longe  hem  thoughto  that  the  sonne 

hifite, 
Tliat  hit  nere  g<>on  under  the  sec  adoun. 

This  Tisbe  liath  so  greet  atfeccioun 
And  Bf>  greet  lyking  Piramus  to  see, 
That,  whan  she  seigh  her  t^nne  mightc 
be,  (90)  795 

At  night  she  stal  awey  ful  prively 
With  her  face  y-wimplcd  snbtUly  ; 
For  alle  her  frendes — for    to    save  her 

tnmthc — 
She   hath  for^sake ;    alhis!   and    tliat   is 

rout  he 
That  ever  woman  woldo  l)0  so  trewe    8o») 
To  tnisten  man,   but  hIio   tho   bet  him 

kncwe ! 
And  to  tho  tree  she  goth  a  ful  go<Hl  pas, 
For  love  nmdo  hor  so  Imrdy  in  thiii  ens  ; 
And  by   tho   welle  adoun   she  gan    her 
dresse.  844 

Alios  !  than  comth  a  wildo  loonci*se   ( ux)  > 
Out  of  the  wodo,  withouton  more  areste, 
With  blody  mouthe,  of  strungliiig  of  a 

besto. 
To  drinkcn  of  tho  wello,  thor  as  she  sat ; 
And,  whan  that  Tisbe  had  esp>-ed  that, 
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i^h*L^  rLst  her  tip,  with  fitrtJ  iJrnry  h«rtc^  Sio 
And  in  a  cave  with  dredfnl  fcwjt  uhii  at  arte, 
Fur  hy  the  m*>nts  shu  sciglj  kit  wel  iritb* 

alle,  BiJ 

And,  na  shD  ran^  hi?r  winii>ol  leet  slio  fiiUe, 
Anrl   tm>k   norm   heed,,  £0    si>re    ghe   woa 

o-whaped.  (|<H>) 

An<l  i'ok  so  glml  ♦>f  that  she  waa  escapod  ; 
Anil   thn^  she  sit,   ami    darkotk  wonder 

Wliivn  that  UiIm  leoneasd  hath  dronke  her 

AJM»ute  tho  wolln  ffan  shn  for  to  wiodo. 
And   rif^lit  anocm   the   wini|iel   i^nii  ftbe 

ijudipi, 
Auil  with   her  hlody  month  hit  al  t*^ 

rente,  Bjq 

Whan  this  wm  dt*on,^  no  len^T  she  ne 

stpnte, 
But  to  the  4*H>da  her  woy  than  hAth  dlid 

nenie. 
And,  ut  the  histu,  thl^i  Piramna  b  comei. 
But  111  to  l^nip?^  alias  1  nt  bi>oin  wn*  ho. 
Thf  moni?^  !]Li(M)ii,  int^ii  Tnip;h  te  wnt  y-aeo,  ft35 
And   in   his  weye,   ins  thiit  he  com   ful 

fjurt^,  (iJi) 

Hi  a  e,\'i?n  tn  thn  ^froutifle  adcmn  he  c^te. 
And  in  the  m^tnle^  aa  he  hoh(?ld  ^loun, 
H^'  K$4t;h  the  9ti>piie!3  hrrnlo  of  A  1«)0Q£|, 

herti'  he  sciJeLiiIy  nifrofia,    fija 
he«r 


And  kiste  hit  ofte,  and  weep  on  hit  *'«1 

Bore, 
And  Bcido,  ^wimpel,  klhu!   ther  iiii    3ra<^ 

Bat    thoa   «halt  fele  a«   wel  ths  bkM>l 

of  me 
As  tbon  hast  felt  the  bloding  ofl^tHml  ^ 
And  with  that  wordle  h«  HizMot  him  to^Mn 

hert«.  »*;■> 

Ths  blotxl  ont  of  the  wi>iii]de  m  hrcKlr 

Btorte 
As  water,  whan  the  eondnjt  bnoken  iL 
Now   Tinb^p    which    that  wi£t«  lut    of 

this, 
Bnt  sitting  in  lier  drede,  aiie  th^aghtA  thiu& 
*  tf  hit  fiofalio  tbat  mj*  PimnHH  Ssj 

Be  comtJii  hid^rt  JWad  ntay  me  nat  y-fln  Jis, 
H«  may  me  hold  en  fald  and  eck  tmlundt^' 
At)d  ettt  Sibe  ccmtbL,  aiid  alt«&r  bim  ^ 

<»pyen  ;i^' 

Bothe  with  her  herie  and  wfth  ber  jfo^ 
A^d  thikghte,   'I   wol   him  teUea  uf  luf 

lirede  Sw 

Botbe  of  the  leonesse  and  tH  my  d«(k' 
And  at  the  lasts  her  lovo  than  batJi  ib* 

founde 
Betini;  with  hit  hetea  on  the  groaad«, 
Al  hludy,  and  thorwith-al  a-lidJk  ih^  st«7ti, 
And   lykfl    the   wawes  qn^ppc  ^n  ha 

herte,  iiA^l*^ 

And  palo  aa  box  ihe  wiex,  and  in  a  ibr^^** 
^_and  gATi  hlin  vel  t<} 

lertfl  don. 
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And  therwith-^d  she  llfteth  np  his  heed. 
This  wofdl  man,  that  was  nat  ftdly 

deed, 
Whan  that  he  herde  the  name  of  Tishe 

ciyen, 
On  her  he  caste  his  hevy  deedly  yen    885 
And  doon  again,  and  yeldeth  up   the 

gost.  (181) 

Tisbe  rist  np,  vithonten  noise  or  host, 
And  seigh  her  wimpel  and  his  emi^ty 

shethe. 
And  eek  his  swerd,  that  him  hath  doon 

t6  dethe ; 
Than  spak  she  thns :  '  Ky  woftil  hand,* 

quod  she,  890 

*Is  strong  y-nogh  in  swiche  a  werk  to 

me; 
For  love  shal    yive   me   strengthe  and 

hardinesse 
To  make  my  wonnde  hurge  y-nogh,  I  gesse. 
I  wol  thee  folwen  deed,  and  I  woL  be 
Felawe  and  cause  eek  of  thy  deeth,*  qaod 

she.  (190)  895 

'And  thogh  that  nothing  saye  the  deeth 

only 
Mighte  thee  f^  me  departe  trewely, 
Thoa    shalt  no  more   departe    now  fto 

me 
Than  fro  the  deeth,  for  I  wol  go  with 

thee! 


'And  now,  ye  wrecched  jelons  fadres 

onre,  900 

We,  that  weren  whylom  children  yonre. 
We  prayen  yow,  withonten  more  envye, 
That  in  o  grave  y-fere  we  moten  lye, 
Sin  love  hath  brooght  us  to  this  pitons 

ende !  (199) 

And  rightwis  god  to  every  lover  sende,  905 
That  loveth  trewely,  more  prosperiiee 
Than  ever  hadde  Piramus  and  Tisbe ! 
And  lat  no  gentil  woman  her  assure 
To  patten  her  in  swiche  an  aventore. 
But  god  forbede  but  a  woman  can        910 
Been  as  trewe  and  loving  as  a  man ! 
And,  for  my  part,  I  shal  anoon  it  kythe ! ' 
And,  with  that  worde,  his  swerd  she  took 

as  swythe, 
That  warm  was  of  her  loves  blood  and 

hoot,  (309) 

And  to  the  herte  she  her-selven  smoot.  915 

And  thus  ar  Tisbe  and  Piramus  ago. 
Of  trewe  men  I  finde  bnt  fewe  mo 
In  alle  my  bokes,  save  this  Pinunns, 
And  therfor  have  I  spoken  of  him  thus. 
For  hit  is  d^yntee  to  ns  men  to  finde  920 
A  man  that  can  in  love  be  trewe  and 

kinde. 
Heer  may  ye  seen,  what  lover  so  he  be, 
A  woman  dar  and  can  as  wel  as  he. 
ExpUcU  l^genda  Tesbe, 


IIL   THE  LEGEND  OF  DIDO,  QUEEN  OF  CAKTHAGE. 


IndpU  Legenda  Didonia  MartMa^ 
Cdrtagifda  reghte, 

GiiOBT  and  honour,  Virgil  Hantaan, 
Be  to  thy  name !  and  I  shal,  as  I  can,  9^ 
Folow  thy  lantern,  as  thoa  gost  bifom. 
How  Eneas  to  Dido  was  forsworn. 
In  thyn  Eneld  and  Naso  wol  I  take 
The    tenoar,    and    the    grete    effectes 

make. 
Whan  Troye  broght  was  to  destrao- 

cioon  930 

By    Orekes    sleighte,    and    namely   by 

Sinonn, 
Feyning  the  hors  y-offred  to  Minerve, 
Tfa^oagh    which    that   many  a   Trqyan 

mostesterve;  (10) 


And  Ector  had,  after  his  deeth,  appered. 
And    fyr  so  wood,    it    mighte  nat    be 

stored,  935 

In  al  the  noble  toor  of  Ilioan, 
That  of  the  citee  was  the  ohe^  dangeoon ; 
And  al  the  contree  was  so  lowe  y-broght, 
And    Priamas    the   king   fordoon    and 

noght; 
And  Eneas  was  charged  by  Yenas        940 
To  fleen  aw^,  he  took  Ascanios, 
That  was  his  sone,  in  his  right  hand,  and 

fledde; 
And  on  his  bakke  he  bar  and  with  him 

ledde  (20) 

His  olde  fader,  cleped  Anchises, 
And   by  the   weye    his  wyf  Creosa  he 

lees.  945 
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And  modiel  sorwe  hadde  he  in  his  minde 
£r  that  he  conde  his  felawshippe  finde. 
But,  at  the  laste,  whan   he   had  hem 

fonnde,  94^ 

He  made  him  redy  in  a  certein  stonnde, 
And  to  the  see  fal  faste  he  gan  him  hye, 
And  saileth  forth  with  al  his  companye 
Toward  Itaile,  as  wolde  destinee. 
Bat  of  his  aventores  in  the  see  (30) 

Nis  nat  to  porpos  for  to  speke  of  here. 
For  hit  aoordeth  nat  to  my  matere.      955 
But,  as  I  seide,  of  him  and  of  Dido 
8hal  be  my  tale,  til  that  I  have  do. 
So  longe  he  sailed  in  the  salte  see 
Til  in  Libye  nnnethe  aryved  he, 
With  shippes  seven  and  with  no  more 

nav3re;  960 

And  glad  was  he  to  londe  for  to  hye, 
So  was  he  with  the  tempest  al  to-shake. 
And  whan  that  he  the  haven  had  y- 

take,  (40) 

He  had  a  knight,  was  called  Achates ;  964 
And  him  of  al  his  felawshippe  he  ohees 
To  goon  with  him,  the  centre  for  tespye  ; 
He  took  with  him  no  more  companye. 
But  forth  they  goon,  and  lafte  his  shippes 

ryde, 
Hisfereandhe,with-oiitenany  gyde.  969 
So  longe  he  walketh  in  this  wildemesse 
Til,  at  the  laste,  he  mette  an  hnnteresse. 
A  bowe  in  honde  and  arwes  hadde  she. 
Her  clothes  cntted  were  onto  the  knee ;  (50) 
But  she  was  jrit  the  fairest  oreatnre 
That  ever  was  y-formed  by  nature ;       975 
And  Eneas  and  Achates  she  grette, 
And  thus  she  to  hem  spak,  whan  she  hem 

mette. 
*Sawe  ye,*  quod  she,  *  as  ye  han  walked 

wyde. 
Any  of  my  snstren  walke  yow  be^yde, 
With  any  wilde  boor  or  other  beste     980 
That  they  han  hunted  to,  in  this  foreste, 
Y-tnkked  up,  with  arwes  in  her  cas  ? '  (59) 

*Nay,  soothly,  lady,*  quod  this  Eneas; 
*  But,  by  thy  beaute,  as  hit  thinketh  me, 
Thou  mightest  never  erthely  wonunan  be, 
But  Phebus  suster  artow,  as  I  gesse.    986 
And,  if  so  be  that  thou  be  a  goddesse. 
Have  mercy  on  our  labour  and  our  wo.* 
*  I  nam  no  goddes,  soothly,*  quod  she 

tho; 


*  For  maidens  walken  in  this  comtree  here. 
With    arwes   and    with   bowe,   in   this 

manere.  991 

This  is  the  regne  of  Libie,  ther  ye  been. 
Of  which  that  Dido  lady  is  and  queen  * — 
And  shortly tolde  him  al  the  occasioun  (71) 
Why  Dido  00m  into  that  r^ioun,  995 
Of  which  as  now  me  losteth  nat  toxyme ; 
Hit  nedeth  nat ;  hit  nere  but  los  of  tyme. 
For  this  is  al  and  tom,  it  was  Yenus, 
His  owne  moder,  that  spak  with  him  thus ; 
And  to  Cartage  she  bad  he  sholde  him 

dighte,  1000 

And  vanished  anoon  out  of  his  sighte. 
I  ooude  folwe,  word  for  word,  Virgyle, 
But  it  wolde  lasten  al  to  longe  a  whyle.  (So) 
This  noble  queen,  that  cleped  was  Dido, 
That  whylom  was  the  wyf  of  Sitheo,  1005 
That  fairer  was  then  is  the  brighte  Sonne, 
This  noble  toun  of  Cartage  hath  begonne ; 
In  which  she  regneth  in  so  greet  honour. 
That  she  was  holde  of  alle  quenee  flour. 
Of  gentilease,  of  freedom,  of  beautee ;  loio 
That  wel  was  him  that  mighte  her  ones 

see; 
Of  kinges  and  of  lordes  so  desyred,       (89) 
That  al  the  world  her  beaute  hadde  y- 

fyred; 
She  stood  so  wel  in  every  wightes  grace. 
Whan  Eneas   was   come    nn-to   that 

place,  1015 

Unto  the  maister-temple  of  al  the  toun 
Ther  Dido  was  in  her  devocioun, 
Fnl  prively  his  wey  than  hath  he  nome. 
Whan  he  was  in  the  large  temple  come, 
I  can  nat  seyn  if  that  hit  be  possible,  ioju 
But  Yenus  hadde  him  maked  invisible — 
Thus  seith  the  book,  with-outen  any  lees. 
And  whan  this  Eneas  and  Achates    (100 1 
Hadden  in  this  temple  been  over-al. 
Than  founde  they,  depeynted  on  a  wal. 
How  Troye  and  al  the  lond  destroyed  was. 

*  Alias !  Umt  I  was  bom,*  quod  Eneas,  1027 

*  Through-out  the  world  our  shame  is  kid 

so  wjrde, 
Now  it  is  peynted  upon  every  syde ! 
We,  that  weren  in  prosperitee,  1030 

Be  now  disslaundred,  and  in  swich  dep«e. 
No  lenger  for  to  liven  I  ne  kepe  !  * 
And,  with  that  worde,  he  braat  out  for  to 

wepe  (110) 
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So   tendrely,    that   xtmthe   hit  was   to 

■ene. 
This  freashe  hidy,  of  the  oitee  qaene,  io35 
Stood  in  the  temple,  in  her  eetat  royly 
So  richely,  and  eek  so  fkir  with-al, 
So  yon^,  so  lusty,  with  her  eyen  glade, 
That,  if  that  god,  that  heven  and  erthe 

made, 
Wolde  han  a  love,  for  beaate  and  good- 

nesse,  1040 

And  womanhod,  and  tronthe,  and  seemli- 

nesse, 
Whom  sholde  he  loven  but  this   lady 

swete? 
There  nis  no  womman  to  him  half  so 

mete.  (ix>) 

Fortune,  that  hath  the  world  in  govem- 

annee, 
Hath    sodeinly    broght    in     so  newe  a 

chaonce,  1045 

That  never  was  ther  yit  so  fremd  a  cas. 
For  al  the  companye  of  Eneas, 
Which  that  he  wende  han  loren  in  the 

see, 
Aryved  is,  nat  f er  fto  that  citee ; 
For  which,  the  grettest  of  his  lordes  some 
By  aventore  ben  to  the  citee  come,      105 1 
Unto  that  same  temple,  for  to  soke 
The  qnene,  and  of  her  soooor  her  beseke ; 
Swich  renoon  was  ther  spronge  of  her 

goodnesse.  (131) 

And,  whan  they  hadden  told  al  hir  dis- 

tresse,  i<>55 

And  al  hir  tempest  and  hir  harde  cas. 
Unto  the  qnene  appered  Eneas, 
And  openly  beknew  that  hit  was  he. 
Who  hadde  joye  than  but  his  meyneo, 
That  hadden  fonnde  hir  lord,  hir  gover- 

nonr  f  1060 

The  qnene  saw  they  dide  him  swich 

honour. 
And  had  herd  ofte  of  Eneas,  er  tho, 
And  in  her  herte  she  hadde  routhe  and 

wo  (140) 

That  ever  swich  a  noble  man  as  he 
Shal  been  disherited  in  swich  degree ;  1065 
And  saw  the  man,  that  he  was  lyk  a 

kni^t, 
And  snffisaunt  of  persone  and  of  might. 
And  lyk  to  been  a  veray  gentil  man ; 
And  wel  his  wordes  he  besette  can. 


And  had  a  noble  visage  for  the  nones,  1071) 
And  formed  wel  of  braunes  and  of  bones. 
For,  after  Venus,  hadde  he  swich  fair- 

nesse, 
That  no  man  might  be  half  so  fair,  I 

gesse.  (150) 

And  wel  a  lord  he  semed  for  to  be. 
And,  for  he  was  a  straunger,  somwhat 

she  <o75 

Lyked  him  the  bet,  as,  god  do  bote, 
To  som  folk  ofte  newe  thing  is  swote. 
Anoon  her  herte  hath  pitee  of  his  wo. 
And,  with  that  pitee,  love  com  in  also ; 
And  thus,  for  pitee  and  for  gentilesse,  1080 
Refresshed  mioste  he  been  of  his  distresse. 
She  seide,  certes,  that  she  sory  was 
That  he  hath  had  swich  peril  and  swich 

cas;  (160) 

And,  in  her  frendly  speche,  in  this  manere 
She  to  him  spak,  and  seide  as  ye  may 

here.  10S5 

*  Be  ye  nat  Venus  sone  and  Anchises  ? 
In  good  feith,  al  the  worship  and  encrees 
That  I  may  goodly  doon  yow,  ye  shul 

have. 
Tour  shippes  and  your  meynee  shal  I 

save;' 
And  many  a  gentil  word  she  spak  him  to ; 
And  comaunded  her  mesBageres  go     1091 
The  same  day,  with-outen  any  faile, 
His  shippes  for  to  soke,  and  hem  vitaile. 
She  many  abeste  to  the  shippes  sente,  (171) 
And  with  the  wyn  she  gan  hem  to  pre- 

sente ;  1095 

And  to  her  royal  paleys  she  her  spedde. 
And  Eneas  alwey  with  her  she  ledde. 
What  nedeth  yow  the  feste  to  descry ve  ? 
He  never  beter  at  ese  was  his  lyve, 
Ful  was  the  feste  of  deyntees  and  rioh- 

esse,  iioQ 

Of  instruments,  of  song,  and  of  gladnesse. 

And  many  an  amorous  loking  and  devys. 

This  Eneas  is  come  to  Paradjrs        (180) 

Out  of  the  swolow  of  helle,  and  thus  in 

joye  1104 

Bemembreth  him  of  his  estat  in  Troye. 
To  daunoing-ohambres  f^  of  parements, 
Of  riche  beddes,  and  of  ornaments, 
This  Eneas  is  lad,  after  the  mete. 
And  with  the  queue  whan  that  he  had 
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And  spyces  parted,  and  the  wyn  agoon, 
Unto  his  ohambres  was  he  lad  anoon    1 1 1 1 
To  take  his  ese  and  for  to  haye  his  teste, 
With  al  Ms  folk,  to  doon  what  bo  hem 

leste.  (190) 

Ther  naa  coorsere  wel  y-brydled  noon, 
Ke  stede,  for  the  j  asting  wel  to  goon,  1 1 15 
Ke  large  palfrey,  esy  for  the  nones, 
Ne  juwel,  fretted  ful  of  riche  stones, 
Ke  sakkes  ftd  of  gold,  of  large  wighte, 
Ne  ruby  noon,  that  shynede  by  nighte, 
Ne  gentil  hantein  &aoon  heronere,     iiao 
Ne  hound,  for  hert  or  wilde    boor    or 

dere, 
Ne  coupe  of  gold,  with  florins  newe  y-bete, 
That  in  the  lond  of  Libie  may  be  gete, 
That  Dido  ne  hath  hit  Eneas  y-eent ;  (201) 
And  al  is  payed,  what  that  he  hath  spent. 
Thus  can  this  f  noble  queue  her  gestes 

calle,  1126 

As  she  that  can  in  freedom  passen  alle. 

Eneas  sothly  eek,  with-outen  lees, 
Hath  sent  un-to  his  shippe,  by  Achates, 
After  his  sone,  and  after  riche  thinges, 
Both  ceptre,  clothes,  broohes,  and  eek 

ringes,  1131 

Som  for  to  were,  and  som  for  to'presente 
To  her,  that  all  thise  noble  thinges  him 

sente ;  (210) 

And  bad  his  sone,  how  that  he  sholde 

make 
The  presenting,  and  to  the  quene  hit 

take.  1135 

Repaired  is  this  Achates  again. 
And  Eneas  ful  blisful  is  and  fain 
To  seen  his  yonge  sone  Asoaniua 
But  natheles,  our  autour  telleth  us, 
That  Cnpido,  that  is  the  god  of  love,   X140 
At  preyere  of  his  moder,  hye  above, 
Hadde  the  lyknes  of  the  child  y-take, 
This  noble  quene  enamoured  to  make  (220) 
On  Eneas ;  but,  as  of  that  scripture, 
Be  as  be  may,  I  make  of  hit  no  cure.    1145 
But  sooth  is  this,  the  quene  hath  mad 

swich  chere 
Un-to  this  child,  that  wonder  is  to  here ; 
And  of  the  present  that  his  fader  sente 
She  thanked  him  tal  ofte,  in  good  entente. 
Thus  is  this  quene  in  plesaunce  and  in 

Joy©i  1150 

With  al  this  newe  lusty  folk  of  Troye. 


And  of  the  dedes  hath    she   more  en- 

quered 
Of  Eneas,  and  al  the  story  lered  (a^) 

Of  Troye;   and  al  the  longe  day  th^ 

tweye 
Entendeden  to  speken  and  to  pleye ;     1 155 
Of  which  ther  gan  to  breden  swich  a  fyr, 
That  sely  Dido  hath  now  swich  desyr 
With  Eneas,  her  newe  gest,  to  dele. 
That  she  hath  lost  her  hewe,  and  eek  her 

hele. 
Now  to  th'effect,  now  to  the  firuit  of  al,  1 160 
Why  I  have  told  this  story,  and  tellen 

shaL 
Thus  I  beginne  ;  hit  fll,  upon  a  night. 
When  that  the  mono  up-reysed  had  her 

light,  (a4o) 

This  noble  quene  un-to  her  reste  wente ; 
She  syketh  sore,  cuid  gan  her-self  tur- 

mente.  1165 

She  waketh,  walweth,  maketh  many  a 

brayd, 
As  doon  thise  loveres,  as  I  have  herd  sayd. 
And  at  the  laste,  unto  her  suster  Anne 
She  made  her  moon,  and  right  thus  spak 

she  thanne. 
*  Now,  dere  suster  myn,  what  may  hit 

bo  ii7» 

That  me  agnsteth  in  my  dreme?*  quod 

she. 
'  This  ilke  Troyan  is  so  in  my  thoght, 
For    that   me   thinketh   he    is   so   wel 

y-wroght,  (250) 

And  eek  so  lykly  for  to  be  a  man, 
And  therwithal  so  mikel  good  he  can,  1175 
That  al  my  love  and  lyf  lyih  in  his  eure. 
Have  ye  not  herd  him  telle  his  aventure? 
Now  certes,  Anne,  if  that  ye  rede  hit  me, 
I  wolde  fain  to  him  y-wedded  be ;  1179 
This  is  th^effect ;  what  sholde  I  more  s^e? 
In  him  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye.' 
Her  suster  Anne,  as  she  that  coude  her 

good, 
Seide  as  her  thoughte,  and  somdel  hit 

with-stood.  (j6o) 

But  her-of  was  so  long  a  seimoning, 
Hit  were  to  long  to  make  rehersing ;   1 185 
But  fynally,  hit    may  not    been   with- 

stonde; 
Love  wol  love — for    no  wi^ht  wol    hit 

wonde. 
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The  dawening  up-rist  out  of  the  see  ; 
This  tanarooB  quene  chargeth  her  xneynee 
Hie  nettet  drease,  and  speres  brode  and 

ken«;  1190 

Aa  Jmnting  wol  this  lusty  Aresshe  quene ; 
8opRketh  her  this  newe  joly  wo. 
Tb  boniial  her  lusty  folk  y-go;        (270) 
ra4otiia  court  the  honndesbeen  y-broght, 
•And  vpon  ooonwrs,  swift  as  any  thoght, 
Baryongeknighteshoyenalaboute,   1196 
And  of  her  wommen  eek  an  huge  route. 
Vp^n  s  thikke  palfi«y,  i»aper-whyt, 
"Vl^  ndel  rede,  enbrouded  with  delyt, 
Of  fold  the  barres  up-enboesed  hye,    laoo 
SikDido,  al  in  gold  and  perre  wxye; 
Aod  ihe  is  fidr,  as  is  the  brighte  morwe, 
Ibifthdethsekefolkof  nightes  sorwe.  (280) 

Cp-on  a  cooiser,  startling  as  the  fyr, 
lUa  mighte  tome  him  with  a  litel  wyr, 
St  Eneai,  lyk  Phebus  to  devyae ;        1206 
80  wag  he  fresshe  arayed  in  his  wyse. 
1^  ibmy  biydel  with  the  bit  of  gold 
0«TBrneth  he,  right   as    him-self  hath 

wold. 
•And  forth  this  noble  quene  thus  lat  I 

i^de  1210 

Aahnnting,  with  this  Troyan  by  her  syda 

The  herd  of  hertes  fonnden  is  anoon, 
^^  'hey !  go  bet !  prik  thou  !  lat  goon, 

let  goon  !  (290) 

^7  nil  the  leoun  oomen  or  the  here, 
Hut  I  mighte  ones  mete  him  with  this 

ipere?'  1215 

Tluttaeyn  thise  yonge  folk,  and  up  they 

kille 
T'^eee  f  hertes  wilde,  and  ban  hem  at  hir 

ville. 
AoMmg  al   this   to-romblen    gan   the 

herui, 
The  tkonder  rored  with  a  grisly  steven ; 
1^0^  com  the  rain,  with  hail  and  sleet 

lofaste,  1220 

^^  herenes  fyr,  that  hit  so  sore  agaste 
"^  noble  quene,  and  also  her  meynee, 
*«t  eeh  of  hem  was  glad  a-wey  to  flee.  (300) 
^"dehortly,  fro  the  tempest  her  to  save, 
^  fl«dde  her-self  into  a  litel  cave,     1225 
^^  with  her  wcnto  this  Eneas  al-so  ; 
jfj***»  with  hem  if  ther  wente  any  mo  ; 
"*•  ftQtoor  maketh  of  hit  no  mencioun. 
^*1  lieer  began  the  depe  a£feccioun 


Betwix  hem  two ;    this   was    the   firsto 

morwe  1230 

Of  her  gladnesse,  and  ginning  of  her 

sorwe. 
For  ther  hath  Eneas  y-kneled  so,       (309) 
And  told  her  al  his  herte,  and  al  his  wo, 
And  sworn  so  depe,  to  her  to  be  trewe, 
For  wele  or  wo,   and  chaxmge   for  no 

newe,  1^35 

And  as  a  fals  lover  so  wel  can  pleyne. 
That  sely  Dido  rewed  on  his  jpeyne^ 
And  took  him  for  husband,  fto  been  his 

wyf 
For  ever-mo,  whyl  that  hem  laste  lyf. 
And  after  this,  whan  that  the  tempest 

stente,  1240 

With  mirth  out  as  they  comen,  hoom 

they  wente. 
The  wikked  £ftme  up  roos,  and  that 

anon,  (319; 

How  Eneas  hath  with  the  quene  y-gon 
In-to  the  cave  ;  and  domed  as  hem  listo  ; 
And  whan  the  king,  that  Yarbas  hight, 

hit  wiste,  1245 

As  he  that  had  her  loved  ever  his  lyf, 
And  wowed  her,  to  have  her  to  his  wyf, 
Swich  sorwe  as  he  hath  maked,  and  swich 

chore, 
Hit  is  a  routhe  and  pitee  for  to  here. 
But,  as  in  love,  al-day  hit  happeth  so,  1250 
That  oon  shal  laughen  at  anothers  wo  ; 
Now  laugheth  Eneas,  and  is  in  joye 
And  more  richesse  than  ever  he  was  in 

Troye.  (330) 

O  sely  womman,  fol  of  innocence,    1254 
Fnl  of  pitee,  of  trouthe,  and  conscience, 
What  maked  yow  to  men  to  trusten  so  ? 
Have  ye  swich  routhe  upon  hirfeined  wo. 
And    ban    swich    olde    ensamples    yow 

beforn  ? 
See  ye  nat  alle,  how  they  been  for-swom  ? 
Wher  see  ye  oon,  that  he  ne  hath  laft  his 

leef,  1260 

Or  been  unkinde,  or  doon  hir  som  mis- 

cheef, 
Or  pilled  her,  or  hosted  of  his  dede  ?  (339) 
Ye  may  as  wel  hit  seen,  as  ye  may  ro<le ; 
Tak  heed  now  of  this  grete  gentil-man, 
This  Troyan,  that  so  wel  her  plesen  can, 
That  feineth  him  so  trewe  and  obeising. 
So  gentil  and  so  privy  of  his  doing,      1267 
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And  can  m  wol  (ioon  n\lti  hia  oboisanne^, 
And  ■wftiicn  her  at  1.nstea  and  &t  dAtmcw^ 
And  when  slue  g^th  to  tumple  and  hoom 
tt^eyn,  i^JO 

And  fflflteii  til  ho  huth  hia  l*4j  iejTi, 
And  bero  in  his  devyaea^  for  har  aako, 
Noot  I  nut  wkat ;  iiad  Bong^  wolde  b4» 

JoiSten,  etnd  doon  ti{  jirmi^fl  many  t  hinges, 
Spnde  herlettrea,  tokens,  brvchea,  HngM-^ 
Kqw  horkneth,   how  he  nhoX  his    lady 
mrval  u?* 

Tlier-jiB  he  waa  in  peril  for  to  8terv« 
For  hun^r,   tiud  Ibr  miBohaof    in  the 

And  de«olAt,  and  fled  frnni  Ma  eontfve., 
And  al  hia  folk  with  tempest  al  to-drivftn, 
Bhis  hflth  her  body  iind  oqk  her  name 

yiven  laSi 

tu^ta  hiet  hond^  ther-as  aha  miifhte  lia^'e 

been 
Of  other  loud  than  of  Cartage  a  qneen^ 
And  livijd  in  joyo  y-nogh  ;  iwhat  woldo  ye 

mors  ?  (S^^) 

Thia  EiUMis^  that  hath  m  d*po  y-«woro, 
Is  wery  of  hi  a  c  rftft  wit  h-ui  a  throwe ;    ij86 
TliG  hote  emeat  \s  al  ovpr-blowe. 
Ami  prively  ho  dnih  hiH  ahipx^^  dight^, 
And  ahftfinth  him  to  fft*le  ft-weyby  ii%ht«. 


Ylh  wil  mit  fm  ytjur  wyf  tliiiii  ftmU  fl«aqi  J 
That  I  woa  hurn  !  aIIaa  ■  aaIiM  ihal  I^T*] 

To  telle  inab(»rt,  this  noble  ^iiiMttt 
Sho  ceketb  halwee,  and  d<irUi  tvsritf^i 
Sho  knelethf   orjeth,   ihftl  fviObfi  ii  t 

dovyse ;  ^^ 

Conjiireth  hicn,  and  proftiith  bimto^ 
His  tbral,  liiiS  ««rvant  in  the  Im^gm; 
Sbfl  fiOleth  him  t^  fotfli,  and  swvwni 

th^ra  (« 

Di«cho^ole,  wiUi  her  hri^rhte  ifilt*  1ih«* 
A&d  «eith^   *  Imma  mercy  I   lei  m*  *i* 

ytiw  ryd^  I  tj'* 

Thiflp  loTdea,  wbicU  that  wonen  a»1»^ 
Wil  me  dostmyen  only  f<^rymimlA 
And,  so  ye  wil  me  ncjw  to  wyre  tri*k 
As  yo  han  awortj,  than  wo!  I  yifs  ] 

!eFo 
To  sleen  ma  with  your  vwefd  now  acni  • 

eve ! 

For  than  yit  Bhat  I  dyen  aa  ycrar  vjt 
I  am  with  childef  and  yiite  my  child  ^ 

lyl".  ^nl 

Me«?y,  lo«l  [  hAV&  pite  in  ytrar  tbflgbi  1 ' 
Bu  t  a1  tbi»  tsh  iu^  aviuleth  her  rigbt  no^t ; 
For  on  a  nigbt,  aleping^,  be  let  httr^ 
Arid  stixl  ii-wej'  un-to  his  entupanyet  ijij 
And.  as  A  tmltoar,  fiirth  he  jn^n  tn  sail* 
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And  bad  her  norioe  and  her  snster  goon 
To  feochen  fyr  and  other  thing  anoon, 
And  seide,  that  she  wolde  sacrifye. 
And,  whan  she  mighte   her  ^nne  wel 

espye, 
Up-on  the  fyr  of  sacrifys  she  sterte,    1350 
And  with  his  swerd  she  roof  her  to  the 
herte. 
Bat,  as  mjn  antonr  seith,  right  thns 
she  s^de ;  (429) 

Or  she  was  hurt,  before  that  she  deyde, 
She  wroot  a  lettre  anoon,  that  thns  be- 
gan. — 
*  Bight  so,*  qnod  she,  *  as  that  the  whyte 
swan  X555 

Ayeins  his  deeth  beginneth  for  to  singe, 
JSight  so  to  yow  make  I  my  compleyninge. 


Nat  that  I  trowe  to  geten  yow  again, 
For  wel  I  woot  that  it  is  al  in  vain, 
Sin  that  the  goddes  been  oontraire  to  me. 
But  sin  my  name  is  lost  through  yow,' 

qnod  she,  1361 

*  I  may  wel  lese  a  word  on  yow,  or  letter, 
Al-be-it  that  I  shal  be  never  the  better ; 
For  thilke  wind    that  blew  your    ship 

a-wey,  (44«) 

The  same  wind  hath  blowe  a-wey  yonr 

fey.'—  1365 

Bat  who   wol  al  this  letter  have  in 

minde, 
Bede  Ovide,  and  in  him  he  shal  hit  finde. 

ExpUcU  Legenda  Didoma  Martirii^ 
Cartaginis  regine. 


IV.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPSIPYLE  AND  MEDEA. 


IndpU  Legenda  Teijphile  et  Mfedety 

Martirunu 
Fast  I.  Thv  Lxgehtd  or  Htpszftlk. 

Thov  rote  of  false  lovers,  dak  Jasoon ! 
Thon  sly  devoarer  and  confosioun 
Of  gmtil-wommen,  tender  creatores,  1370 
Thoa  madest  thy  reclaiming  and   thy 

lores 
To  ladies  of  thy  statly  apparannoe, 
And  of  thy  wordes,  farced  with  plesannoe, 
And    of  thy    feyned  troathe   and    thy 

manere, 
"With  thyn  obeisaonce  and  thy  homble 

chere,  (8)  1375 

And  with  thy  coanterfeted  peyne  and  wo. 
Ther  other  falsen  oon,  thon  falsest  two ! 
0 !  ofte  swore  thoa  that  thoa  woldest  dye 
For  love,  whan  l^oa  ne  feltest  maladye 
Save  foal  delyt,  which  that  thoa  caUest 

love !  ^  1380 

If  that  I  live,  thy  name  shal  be  shove 
In  English,  that  thy  sleighte  shal  be 

knowe! 
Have  at  thee,  Jasonn !  now  thyn  horn  is 

blowe ! 
Bat  oertes,  hit  is  bothe  roathe  and  wo 
That  love  with  false  loveres  werketh  so ; 


For  they  shal  have  wel  better  love  and 
chere  1386 

Than  he  that  hath  aboght  his  love  fU 
dere,  (ao) 

Or  had  in  armes  many  a  blody  box. 

For  ever  as  tendre  a  capoan  et  the  fox, 

Thogh  he  be  fals  and  hath  the  foal  be- 
trayed, 1390 

As  shal  the  good-man  that  ther-for  hath 
payed; 

Al  have  he  to  the  capoan  skille  and 
right. 

The  false  fox  wol  have  his  part  at  night. 

On  Jasoan  this  ensample  is  wel  y-sene 

By  Isiphile  and  Medea  the  qaene.  1395 
In  Teesalye,  as  Onido  telleth  as, 

Ther  was  a  king  that  highte  Pelleas,  (30) 

That  had  a  brother,  which  that  highte 
Eson; 

And,  whui  for  age  he  mighte  nnnethes 

He  yaf  to  PeUens  the  governing  1400 

Of  al  his  regno,  and  made  him  lord  and 

king. 
Of  which  Eson  this  Jasoan  geten  was. 
That,  in  his  tyme,  in  al  that  lond,  ther  nas 
Nat  swich  a  famons  knight  of  gentilesse, 
Of  freedom,  and  of  strengthe  and  lasti- 

nosse.  1405 


:3# 


ZU  Bi^tnb  of  <Boo*  (Bomin, 


Atttir  Jils  fitdcr  do^th,  In*  Uar  him  so     (39) 
ThfU  Iher  mtd  Tnwm  tlmt  UsUi  be«Tk  bis  fo^ 
But  iJiile.  hiiu  nl  Ihrnrnir  tmd  eompanyfl.^ 
OrwliU'li  this  J^oll(?us  hiith  j^reet  cnTyo, 
Tina(5fjnivif[  thflt  Jasoim  uiighto  lie        1410 
ETihAiti)si?d  stjj  and  ]jiit  in  swit?li  di^giiw 
'V\'ith  lovo  fdlnrciorf  of  liisj  reuiHitin^ 
Tlmt  Irom  hij  ropnti  he  may  l>p  put  adonn. 
And  lis  IjIs  wil:,  n-nif^Ut^  crjuipnssed  bo 
Hipw  JasLinn  mifllito  lieiJt.  destroy  oil  he  1415 
WiMniitt"  Rluniidpr  of  IiL^  c^nrnpnament. 
And  rtt  the  Iftstn  lif?  trwdt  nvi94?meTit       (ju) 
T<^  feeiiden  hitn  in-h*  aom  fpr  contrefl' 
Tlier  ft3  t)iia  Jeisnuji  uiiiy  dcStroyiKJ  l>e. 
TEiis  WI13  hia  wit;  ill  iiiEidQ  ha  to  Jasoan 
C'n>t  rht^TO  <pf  hivo  ivnd  of  alfflccioont   J4'* 
For  ilrtdfi  li'st  hia  h^rde^d  hit  oapydq. 
So  til  lut  fill,  ai3  Jknio  nmntth  wydq, 
Thcr  wti3  Hwirh  tyding  ovtir-iil  iind  swicli 

Thnt  in  iin  yJi>  th*it  ciilk^d  was  CoTcn^^  14^5 

Ilt>yoiid(*  Tuiyt,  c^ivtwnrd  in  the  seo^ 

Thjit  ihtT-iti  wns  a  mTn^  that  men  mighta 

soc,  (60) 

TliHt  had.  a  flL'itist  of  g^rdd,  that  dhooti  So 

hri)i:ljli\ 
Tlmt  ntvwhor  -wtva  ther  ttwich  an-^tber 

srjjhtr-;  i4afj 

jlnt  hit  wjw  ki'|.f  nlwjiy  wjfh  JL  siniffcmii, 


!#*' 


lAt  Boe  naw,  dafstow  taken  thi«  Tia^a 
Jasaiin  wits  yong,  And  iojrtj  of  oor«g«^ 
And   under-took  to   doon   this  iLke  m 

pryse. 
An»oii  ATigim  his  £Hi|i|ies  gnu  d«v|itto 
With  JiisoTin  wento  tbe  strongs  Erqni^ 
And   mjiTky  &n-c>thor  that  he   with 

cht^txa,  ..^j^^ 

But  whd^so  iureth  who  is  with  him  | 
lilt  him  go  roderiL  A  rgonAQticon^ 
For  he  wol  teUe  a  tato  Irmg  y-now. 
Philototea  unoon  thi?  sail  up^dpow, 
Whan  that  tha  wiad  vtsls  good,  uul  |i*n 

him  hye  x^fe 

Oat  of  his  control  oalle4  TcssaHy^ 
So  lung  he  sailed  in  the  8alt«  b«« 
Til  tn  the  ylo  f  Lemnrmn  aryved  he-- 
A I  liXj  this  imt  rehersed  of  Gnido, 
Vt^t  seith  Ovydo  in  his  Epistlts  so —  i#6s 
Atid  of  this  jle  laiiy  was  and  qntuti 
The  fairfi  yonge  Uijjhileo,  the  sh^at,  (itn) 
That    whyloni   Thoos    dfjght«r  wMj  t^ 

king. 
IsiphUee  was  goon  in  her  playing  r  i|^ 
Ami,  roniinj^  on  the  cly^-cs  hy  the  ««, 
Under  a  banke  AmK>n  teipyod  sha 
Wh(3r  that  tho  ship  of  Jasonn  gnji  aiyf*. 
Of  her  goodnesae  adotin  shv  0&ndt*th  h^yn 
Ti.>  wit^n  yif  that  &ny  strAnugo  wi^t  i^fA 


Z^  £eg€iib  of  l^ppeip^fe  anb  Qtlebea. 
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IX  that  the  wind  be  better  in  onr  weje.' 
muslAdyromethbytheolif  topleye,  (150) 
V£«h  her  meynee,  endelong  the  stronde, 
k^Kact  fynt  this  Jafcmn  and  this    other 
•tonde,  1499 

Ixk  spekinge  of  this  thin^,  as  I  yow  tolde. 

This  Erenles  and  Jasoon  gan  beholde 
HLow  that  the  qnene  hit  was,  and  faire 

her  grette 
Anon-right  as  they  with  this  lady  mette  ; 
And  the  took  heed,  and  knew,  hy  hir 

manere, 
By  hir  an^,  by  wordes  and  by  chore,  1505 
That  hit  were  gentil-men,  of  greet  degree. 
And  to  the  castel  with  her  lodoth  she 
ThiM  ftraunge  folk,  and  doth  hem  greet 
honoor,  (141) 

And  azeth  hem  of  travail  and  labour 
Tliat  they  han  snffred  in  the  salte  see ;  1510 
8oth«t,  within  a  day,  or  two,  or  three, 
She  knew,  by  folk  that  in  his  shippes  bo, 
TW  hit  was  Jasonn,  fhl  of  renomcc, 
Asd  Emles,  that  had  the  grete  los,  1514 
X^t  Kghten  the  aventares  of  Colcos ; 
And  dide  hem  honour  more  then  before, 
And  with  hem  deled  ever  longer   the 
more,  (150) 

For  they  ben  worthy  folk,  with-onten  lees. 
And  namely,  most  she  spak  with  Ercoles ; 
To  him  her  horte  bar,  he  sholde  be     15^0 
8id,  wjn^  and  trewe,  of  wordes  avisee, 
^''^thoaten  any  other  affoccioon 
Of  love,  or  evil  imaginaoionn. 

^^  Ereales  hat  h  so  this  Jasonn  preysed, 
^^  to  the    Sonne    he    hath    him    np 
•wyiwl,  1525 

T^  hslf  to  trewe  a  man  ther  nas  of  love 
rnder  the  oope  of  heven  that  is  above ; 
And  he  was  wys,    hardy,    secreo,    and 
riche.—  (161) 

WUuM  three  pointes  ther  nas  noon  him 

liehe; 
Of  freedoin  passed  he,  and  Instihede,  1530 
AUt  the  that  liven  or  ben  dedo ; 
Ther-to  so  greet  a  gentil-man  was  he, 
And  of  Teasalie  lykly  king  to  be. 
Ther  nas  no  lak,  but  that  he  was  agast 
To  kfre,  and  for  to  speke  shamefast.    1535 
Mb  hadde  lever  him-self  to  mordre,  and 
dye  (169) 

Than  that  men  shnlde  a  lover  him  espye: — 


*  As  wolde  almighty  god  that  I  had  yivo 
My  blood  and  flesh,  so  that  I  mighto  livo, 
With  the  nones  that  ho  hadde  o-whor 

a  wyf  1540 

For  his  estat ;  for  swioh  a  Insty  lyf 
She  sholde  lode  with  this  lasty  knight !  * 
And  al  this  was   comitassed  on    tho 

night 
Betwizo  him  Jasonn  and  this  Ercnles. 
Of  thise  two  heer  was  mad  a  shrowed  lees 
To  como  to  hous  npon  an  innocent ;     1546 
For  to  be-doto  this  queen  was  hir  assent. 
And  Jasoun  is  as  coy  as  is  a  maide,    (i8n 
He  loketh  pitously,  but  noght  he  saidc, 
But  frely  yaf  he  to  her  conseileros       1550 
Yiftes  grote,  and  to  her  officeros.     ^ 
As  wolde  go<l  I  leiser  hadde,  and  tyme, 
By  proces  al  his  wowing  for  to  ryme. 
But  in  this  hons  if  any  fills  lover  be, 
Bight  as  him-self  now  doth,  right  so  dido 

he,  1555 

With  fejming  and  with  every  sotil  dede. 

Ye  goto  no  more  of  me,  but  ye  wil  redo 

Th 'original,  that  telleth  al  the  cas.     (191) 

The  sommo  is  this,  that  Jasoun  wedded 

was 
Unto  this  qnone,  and  took  of  her  suh- 

staunce  i5^x> 

What-so  him  liste,  unto  his  pnr\*oyannce  ; 
And  upon  her  begat  ho  children  two, 
And  drow  his  sail,  and  saw  her  nover-mo. 

A  Icttre  sento  she  to  him  certoin. 
Which  woro  to  long  to  wrj'ton  and  to 

sein,  1565 

And  him  reproveth  of  his  grete  untroutho, 
And  preycth  him  on  her  to   have   som 

routhe.  (2<x>) 

And  of  his  children  two,  she  scide  him 

this, 
That  they  bo  lyko,  of  alio  thing,  y-wis. 
To  Jasoun,  save  tliey  coudo  nat  begylo ; 
And  prcyo<l  god,  or  hit  were  longe  whylo, 
That  she,  that  had  his  horto  y-raft  hor  fro, 
Moste  findcn  him  to  hor  untrewo  al-so, 
And  that  she  mosto  bothe  her  children 

spillc,  1574 

And  alio  tho  that  suffrcth  him  his  willo. 
And  trow  to  Jasoun  wiis  sho  al  her  }yf, 
Ajid  ever  kopto  her  chast,  as  for  his  wyf ; 
Ne  never  had  she  jojro  nt  her  herte,    (211) 
But  dyed,  for  his  love,  of  sorwes  smerte. 


sBo 


Z^t  BtjtfA  of  <Boob  (S^omen. 


Pakt  n.     Thk  Lkokvd  of  Msdka. 

To  Ck>loo8  oomen  ia  this  dak  Jafloon, 
That  is  of  love  devonrer  and  dragonn.  1581 
As  matere  appetyteth  forme  ol-wey, 
And  from  forme  in-to  forme  hit  panen 

may, 
Or  as  a  welle  that  were  hotomlees, 
Right  so  can  fals  Jasonn  have  no  pees. 
For,  to  desyren,  through  his  appetyt,  1586 
To  doon  with  gentil  wommen  his  delyt, 
This  is  his  lost  and  his  felioitee.  (aai) 

Jasonn  is  romed  forth  to  the  citee, 
That  whylom  doped  was  Jaconitos,    1590 
That  was  the  maister>toun  of  al  Colooe, 
And  hath  y-tohl  the  cause  of  his  coming 
Un-to  Oetes,  of  that  oontre  king, 
Preying   him    that  he  moete  doon  his 
assay  1594 

To  gete  the  flees  of  gold,  if  that  he  may ; 
Of  which  the  king  assenteth  to  his  bone, 
And  doth  him  honour,  as  hit  is  to  done. 
So  ferforth,  that  his  doghter  and  his  ^yr, 
Medea,  which  that  was  so  wys  and  fair 
That  fairer  saw  ther  never  man  with  ye. 
He  made  her  doon  to  Jasoun  companye 
At  mete,  and  sitte  by  him  in  the  halle. 

Now  was  Jasonn  a  semely  man  with- 
aUe,  (336) 

And  lyk  a  lord,  and  had  a  greet  renoun, 
And  of  his  loke  as  real  as  leoun,  1605 

And  goodly  of  his  speche,  and  famulere. 
And  coude  of  love  id  craft  and  art  plenere 
With-oute  boke,  with  everich  observaunce. 
And,  as  fortune  her  oghte  a  foul  mes- 

chaunce, 
She  wex  enamoured  upon  this  man.    1610 

*  Jasoun,*  quod  she,  *  for  ought  I  see  or 
can, 
As  of  this  thing  the  which  ye  been  aboute. 
Ye  han  your*self  y-put  in  moche  doute. 
For,  who-so  wol  this  aventure  acheve, 
He  may  nat  wel  asterten,  as  I  leve,     1615 
With-outen  deeth,  but  I  his  helpe  be.  (249) 
Bat  natheles,  hit  is  my  wille,'  quod  she, 
*  To  forthren  yow,  so  that  ye  shal  nat  dye, 
But  tnmen,  sound,  hoom  to  yonr  Tessalye.* 

'  My  righte  lady,'  quod  this  Jasoun  tho, 
'  That  ye  han  of  my  dethe  or  of  my  wo 
Any  reward,  and  doon  me  this  honour, 
I  wot  wel  that  my  might  ne  my  labour 


May  nat  deserve  hit  in  my  lyves  day ;  1624 
God  thanke  jrow,  ther  I  ne  can  ne  may. 
Tour  man  am  I,  and  lowly  you  beseche, 
To  been  my  help,  with-oute  more  speche ; 
But   oertes,  for   my  deeth   shal  I  nat 

spare.'  (261) 

Tho  gan  this  Medea  to  him  dedaxe 
The  peril  of  this  cas,  ftt>  point  to  point. 
And  of  his  batail,  and  in  what  di^oint 
He  mote  stande,  of  which  no  creature, 
Save  only  she,  ne  mi^^te  his  lyf  assure. 
And  shortly,  to  the  point  right  for  to  go, 
They  been  accorded  Ail,  betwix  hem  two, 
That  Jasoun  shal  her  wedde,  as  trewe 

knight ;  1636 

And  term  y-setfto  come  sone  at  ni^t  (2^) 
Unto  her  ohambre,  and  make  ther  his 

00th, 
Upon  the  goddes,  that  he,  for  leef  ne 

looth^  1639 

Ne  sholde  her  never  falsen,  night  ne  di^. 
To  been  her  husbond,  whyl  he  liven  may, 
As  she  that  from  his  deeth  him  saved 

here. 
And  her-upon,  at  night  they  mette  y-fere, 
And  doth  his  ooih,  and  goUi  "with,  her  to 

bedde.  1644 

And  on  the  morwe,  upward  he  him  spedde; 
For  she  hath  taught  him  how  he  shal 

nat  faile  (279) 

The  flees  to  winne,and  stinten  his  bataile ; 
And  saved  him  his  lyf  and  his  honour : 
And  gat  him  greet  name  as  a  conqueronr 
Bight  through  the  sleight  of  her  en- 

ohantement.  1690 

Now  hath  Jasoun  the  flees,  and  hoom 

is  went 
With  Medea,  and  tresor  fVil  gret  woon. 
But  unwist  of  her  £Ader  is  she  goon 
To  Tessaly,  with  duk  Jasoun  her  lee^ 
That  afterward  hath  broght  her  to  me8> 

cheef.  1655 

For  as  a  traitour  he  is  firom  her  go. 
And  with  her  lafte  his  yonge  ohildrai 

two,  (J90) 

And  falsly  hath  betrajred  her,  alias ! 
And  ever  in  love  a  cheef  traitour  he  was ; 
And  wedded  yit  the  thridde  wjrf  anon,  1660 
That  was  the  doghter  of  the  king  Croon.. 

This  is  the  meed  of  loving  and  gaerdoun 
That  Medea  received  of  Jasoun 


C9e  Bt<jitni  of  ittCvtHti. 
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Li^ht  for  her  tnmthe  and  for  her  kinde- 


That  loved  him  better  than  hei^self,  I 

hjod  lefte  her  fiider  and  her  heritage. 
Aad  of  Jaaonn  thia  ifl  the  Taaealagef  (300) 
Thatt  in  hia  dajea,  naa  ther  noon  y-founde 
80  hk  a  lorer  going  on  the  gronnde. 

And  thdibr    in    her  lettre    thus    she 
Hjde  1670 

not,  whan  ahe  of  hia  fialaneaae  him  om- 
tffjda, 

'  Whjr  Ijked  me  thj  jrelow  heer  to  see 

Vflts  then  the  bonndea  of  mjm  honeatee, 


Why  lyked  me  thy  yonthe  and  thy  fair- 

nease, 
And  of  thy  tonge  the  infinit  graoioos- 

nesse  ?  1675 

0,  haddest  thou  in  thy  conquest  deed 

y-be, 
Fal  mikel  nntronthe  had  ther  dyed  with 

thee!'  (310) 

Wei  can  Ovyde  her  lettre  in  vers  endyte, 

Which  were  as  now  to  long  for  me  to 

wryte. 

Explicit  Legenda  YtiphOe  et  Medee, 
Martirum, 


Y.  THE  LEGEND  OF  LUCRETIA. 


he^  Legemda  Luencie  Some,  MartirU, 

Xsv  moot  I  s^yn  the  exiling  of  kingea 
or  Boom,  for  hir  horrible  doinges,       1681 
<iad  of  the  laste  king  Tarquinios, 
As  itith  Ovyde  and  Titos  Livins. 
But  Car  that  eanae  telle  I  nat  this  stone, 
Bat  iot  to  praise  and  drawen  to  memorie 
lbs  nm^  wyf,  the  verray  trewe  Lnoresse, 
1^  for  her  wyf  hood  and  her  stedfast- 

Me,  «687 

"Moaly  that  thiae  payens  her  oomende, 
^^  that  eleped  is  in  onr  legende  (10) 
^  irate  Aottin,  hath  greet   oompas- 

iioaa  1690 

^^  Locrcase,  that  starf  at  Borne  toon ; 
^■^  in  what  wyae,  I  wol  bat  shortly  trete, 
And  of  this  thing  I  tonche  but  the  grete. 

^fhtn  Ardea  beseged  was  abonte 
Witb  Bflm^iwy^  that  fnl  steme  were  and 

itottte,  1695 

'■*  V)iig©  lay  the  sege,  and  litel  wroghte, 
^  that  th^  were  half  ydel,  as    hem 

tho^te;  (18) 

iad  in  his  pley  Tarqoinins  the  yonge 
^  for  to  jape,  for  he  was  light  of  tonge, 
^  sejde,  that '  it  was  an  ydol  lyf ;  1700 
So  man  did  ther  no  more  than  his  wyf ; 
•Aad  lat  na  speke  of  wyves,  that  is  best ; 
Alias  eveiy  man  his  owno,  as  him  lest, 
lad  with  onr  speche  lat  ns  ese  onr  herte.' 
A  knight,  that  highte   Colatyne,  up 
sterte,  1705 


And  seyde  thns,  *  nay,  for  hit  is  no  node 
To  trowen  on    the  word,  bnt    on    the 

dede. 
I  have  a  wyf,'  qnod  he,  *  that,  as  I  trowe. 
Is  holden  good  of  alle  that  ever    her 

knowe ;  (30^ 

GK>  we  to-night  to  Borne,  and  we  shul 

see.'  1710 

Tarqninins  answerde, '  that  lyketh  me.' 

To  Borne  be  they  come,  and  faste  hem 

dighte 
To  Colatjrnes  hons,  and  doun  they  lighte, 
Tarquinios,  and  eek  this  Colatyne. 
The  hnsbond  knew  the  estres  wel  and 

fyne,  1 715 

And  privoly  into  the  hoos  they  goon  ; 
Nor  at  the  gate  porter  was  ther  noon  ; 
And  at  the  chambre-dore  they  abydo.  (39) 
This  noble  wyf  sat  by  hor  boddes  8>*de 
Dischevele,  for  no  malice  she  ne  thoghte ; 
And  softe  wolle  oar  book  seith  that  she 

wroghte  17J1 

To  kepen  her  fro  slouthe  and  3rdclncsse  ; 
And  bad  her  servants  doon  hir  bosinesse. 
And  axeth  hem,  *what  t3'ding8  heren  ye? 
How  seith  men  of  the  sego,  how  shal  hit 

be?  17^5 

Gkxl  wolde  the  walles  weren  falle  ndoan ; 
Mjn  hosbond  lb  so  longe  ont  of  this  tonn, 
For  which   the  dreed   doth   me  so  sore 

smerte, 
Bight  as  a  swerd  hit  stingeth   to  myn 

herte  (50) 
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Zit  £^en>  of  &^c\  QOomen. 


Wlukn  I  think  aa  tiie  h^  cr  of  tliai  pU«e ; 
0od  BHVf^  mj  lord,  I  preye  liiEa  for  lii» 

gT*W  :^—  17JI 

And  thcr-with-iil  fhl  tenderer  sb«  wtep. 
And  of  lier  werk  sfae  took  at>  mam  fceep. 
But  mek^Iy  Abe  leet  her  eyien  fijle ; 
And  thilk«  ^emblftut  sat  bor  wel  witli-all& 
And  e«k  ber  t^rea^  ful  ol"  bancvte^      17^ 
Embeliaabofl  htr  wj-fiy  clwatiteA  i 
Ki^T  coiintcnftiit3rc«  U  lo  li«r  berttt  ii%iM, 
Fur  tbij  acordedim  in  dodo  wad  ct^o.  (6d) 
And  with  thAt  word  her  h^ubood  Cola^jniL, 
Or&he  of  hLm  wns  w&r,  com  sterting  in. 
And  seide,  'dre^d  tbco  nc^bt,  fof  I  Am 

here  ! '  174J 

And  fibe  anoon  xip  iws«,  with  bliaftU  cher«, 
And  kist«  him,  na  df  wyvea  i»  the  woiMw 

T&rqmnjns,  tlib  prox^de  king«fl  M«l«, 
Conceived  hnth    Liir    bei^t^    ftnd    h«r 

cbere,  1746 

Herfi!low  bera-,  bershAp^and  hermiknerQ, 
Her  h«Wf  her  wvrdtsa  that  aha  ha^th  do^ 

And  by  no  GrflHiQ  her  boiuiloe  iM»  n«t 

fej^ed ;  (jo) 

And  cttug^bt<?  to  thi4  hid^  awleh  d^?aytj 
TbAt  in  his  bf^Hci  breade  m  ftt:xy  fy^     >75[ 
So  woodly,  tbikt  hi*  wit  was  9\  ((rr^eiaiL 
For  wol,  tb^igbt<i  he,  Ah«  sholda  lut  bs 


But  nvtheleA,  nat  ptulmwae,  but  d#t« 
Or  an  i:Lnrightfii]  tAient  n^ith  ilu^p?^ :  C* 
^For^  nMQ,p%  her,  alio  nhnJ  Kif  limina 

be; 
Hap  helpeth  hmrAy  tatm  tliUty^*  qsod  te; 

*  What  end*  tb*t  1  mmk^,  hit  ibaJ  fe*«;' 
And  girt  him  with  hi*  awardif^  an4  ps 

to  go;  iRI 

And  forth  he  tit  tH  he  1**  E«n6  ii  JWb** 
And  al  aloon  his  w«y  thAn  bAib  hi  RMi 
Unto  the  hoose  oi  Col»ty^  1^1  fif bt 
Doon  WHS  the  Sonne,  and  day  li*<li  1*** 

his  light ;  i»o\ 

And  in  be  coni  nn-to  a  pffty  b^k«,  ■!* 
And  in  the  nijg^ht  fol  theefly  fan  lu  Ftilk«, 
Whan  every  njgbt  wa*  to  his  rwtolin^ 
Na  no  wi^ht  had   of  tr^sona  nkb  t 

tbogbt 
W*re  hit  by  wijidow  or  hy  othcf  ^  \pi 
With  Bwerde  y-drnwe,  shortly  he  yjimdj  a 
Th«r  aa  the  lay,  thi«  noble  wjf  Lsoir^ 
And,  AA  Abe  wook.  her  bed  sh«  fdu  ^a^t 

*  WhAt  be»te  ia  that,*   qtfcod  ih*,    tW 

weyMli  tbns  ?* 

*  I  Am  tbo  kingtf  •ana,  Iki^tiiaUMv'  H^ 
Qtiod  he,  *btit  And  th<*tt  0rj%  ori*** 

Or  if  tbou  any  cr£Al^ar«  awmkiv 

By  tbilke  god  thAt  farm#d  num  os  Ip^ 
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*  Ab  vrbdy  Japiter  my  aonle  save, 
As  I  shal  in  the  stable  alee  thy  knave, 
And  leye  him  in  thy  bed,  and  londe  crye, 
That  I  thee  finde  in  snohe  avoaterye ;  (130) 
And  thus  thoa  shalt  be  deed,  and  also 

lese  1810 

Thy  name,  for  thou  ihalt  non  other  ohese.' 

Tluae  Bomain  wyves  loveden  so  hir 

name 
At  thilke  tyme,  and  dredden  lo  the  ■hame, 
That,  -what  for  fere  of  slaandre  and  drede 

ofdeeth,  1814 

She  loste  bothe  at-ones  wit  and  breeth, 
And  in  a  twough  she  lay  and  wex  so 

deed. 
Men  mighte  smyten  of  her  arm  or  heed ; 
She  feleth  no-thing,  neither  fonl  ne  fair. 
Tarquinios,  that  art  a  kinges  eyr,  (140) 
And  sholdeat,  as  by  linage  and  by  right, 
Doon  as  a  lord  and  as  a  verray  knight, 
Why  hastow  doon  disp3rt  to  ohivalrye  ? 
Why  hastow  doon  this  lady  vilanye? 
Alias !  of  thee  this  was  a  vileins  dede ! 

Bat  now  to  pnrpos ;  in  the  story  I  rede. 
Whan  he  was  goon,  al  this  mischannce  is 

falle.  1826 

This  lady  sente  after  her  frendes  alle, 
Fader,  moder,  hnsbond,  al  y-fere ;      (149) 
And  al  dischevele,  with  her  heres  clere, 
In  liabit  swich  as  women  nsed  tho      1830 
Unto  the  bar3mig  of  her  frendes  go. 
She  sit  in  halle  with  a  sorwefnl  sighte. 
Her  frendes  axen  what  her  aylen  mighte, 
And  who  was  deed?    And  she  sit  ay 

wepinge, 
A  word  for  shame  ne  may  she  forth  ont- 

bringe,  1835 

Ke  upon  hem  she  dorste  nat  beholde. 
But  atte  laste  of  Tarqniny  she  hem  tolde, 
This  rewfU  oas,  and  al  this  thing  horrible. 
The  wo  to  tellen  hit  were  impossible,  (160) 
That  she  and   alle   her  Arendes   made 

atones.  1840 

Al  hadde  folkes  hertes  been  of  stones. 
Hit  mi^te  have  maked  hem  upon  her 

rewe, 
Her  herte  was  so  wyfly  and  so  trewe. 
She  seide,  that,  for  her  gilt  ne  for  her 

Uame, 
Her  hnsbond  sholde  nat  have  the  fonle 

name,  1845 


That  wolde  she  nat  soffire,  by  no  wey. 
And  they  answerden  alle,  upon  hir  fey. 
That  they  foryeve  hit  her,  for  hit  was 

right ;  (169) 

Hit  was  no  gilt,  hit  lay  nat  in  her  might ; 
And  seiden  her  ensamples  manyoon.  1850 
Bnt  al  for  noght;    for  thus  she  seide 

anoon, 
*  Be  as  be  may,'  quod  she,  *  of  forgiying, 
I  wol  nat  have  no  forgifb  for  no-thing.* 
But  prively  she  caughte  forth  a  knyf,  1854 
And  therwith-al  she  rafte  her-self  her  lyf ; 
And  as  she  fel  adoun,  she  caste  her  look, 
And  of  her  clothes  yit  she  hede  took ; 
For  in  her  falling  yit  she  hadde  care 
Lest  that  her  feet  or  swiche  thing  lay 

bare ;  (180) 

So  wel  she  loved  clennesse  and  eek  trouthe. 

Of  her  had  al  the  toun  of  Bome  routhe. 

And  Brutus  by  her  chaste  blode  hath 

swore  1862 

That  Tarquin  sholde  y-banisht  be  ther-fore, 
And  al  his  kin ;  and  let  the  peple  calle. 
And  openly  the  tale  he  tolde  hem  alle. 
And  openly  let  carie  her  on  a  here      1866 
Through  al  the  toun,  that  men  may  see 

and  here 
The  horrible  deed  of  her  oppressioun. 
Ne  never  was  ther  king  in  Bome  toun  ( 190) 
Sin  thilke  day ;  and  she  was  holden  there 
A  seint,  and  ever  her  day  y-halwed  dere 
As  in  hir  la  we :  and  thus  endeth  Lucresse, 
The  noble  wyf,  as  Titus  bereth  witneese. 
I  tell  hit,  for  she  was  of  love  so  trewe, 
Ne  in  her  wille  she  chaunged  for  no  newe. 
And  for  the  stable  herte,  sad  and  kinde. 
That  in  these  women  men  may  alday 

finde ;  1877 

Ther  6b  they  caste  hir  herte,  ther  hit 

dwelleth. 
For  wel  I  wot,  that    Crist  fhim-selve 

teUeth,  (200) 

That  in  Israel,  as  wyd  as  is  the  lond,  1880 
That  so  gret  feith  in  al  the  lond  he  ne 

fond 
As  in  a  woman ;  and  this  is  no  lye. 
And  as  of  men,  loketh  which  tirannye 
They  doon  alday ;  assay  hem  who  so  liste. 
The  trewest  is  ttd  brotel  for  to  triste.  1885 

Explicit  Legenda  Lucrecie  Rome^  Martirig, 
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IncipU  Legenda  Adriam  de  Athenea, 

JuoK  infemaL,  Minos,  of  Crete  king, 
Now  Cometh  thy  lot,  now  oomettow  on 

the  ring; 
Nat  for  thy  sake  only  wryte  I  this  storie. 
Bat  for  to  olepe  agein  nnto  memorie  1889 
Of  Theseus  the  grete  nntroathe  of  loye ; 
For  which  the  goddes  of  the  heven  above 
Ben  wrothe,  and  wreohe  han  take  for  thy 

sinne. 
Be  reed  for  shame !  now  I  thy  lyf  beginne. 
Minos,  that  was  the  mighty  king  of 

Crete, 
That  hadde  an  hundred  citees  strongo 

and  grete,  (10)  i8g5 

To  scole  hath  sent  his  sone  Androgens, 
To  Athenes ;    of  the  whiche  hit  happed 

thas. 
That  he  was  sli^yn,  leming  philosophye, 
Bight  in  that  oitee,  nat  bat  for  envye. 

The  grete  Minos,  of  the  whiche  I  spek«, 
His  sones  deeth  is  oomen  for  to  wreke ; 
Aloathoe  he  bisegeth  harde  and  longe. 
Bat  natheles  the  walles  be  so  stronge. 
And  Nisas,  that  was  king  of  that  citee, 
So  chivalrous,  that  litel  dredeth  he ;  1905 
Of  Minos  or  his  ost  took  he  no  cure,    (ji) 
Til  on  a  day  befel  an  aventure, 
That  Nisus  doghter  stood  upon  the  wal, 
And  of  the  sege  saw  the  maner  aL      1909 
80  happed  hit,  that,  at  a  scarmishing. 
She  caste  her  herte  upon  Minos  the  king. 
For  his  beautee  and  for  his  ohivalrjre, 
So  sore,  that  she  wende  for  to  dye. 
And,  shortly  of  this  proces  for  to  pace, 
She  made  Minos  winnen  thilke  place,  1915 
So  that  the  citee  was  al  at  his  wille,    (31) 
To  saven  whom  him  list,  or  elles  spille  ; 
But  wikkedly  he  quitte  her  kindenesse, 
And  let  her  drenohe  in  sorowe  and  dis- 

tresse,  1919 

Nere  that  the  goddes  hadde  of  her  pite ; 
But  that  tale  were  to  long  as  now  for  me. 

Athenes  wan  this  king  Minos  also, 
And  Alcathoe  and  other  tonnes  mo ; 


And  this  th'effect,  that  Minos  hath  so 

driven 
Hem  of  Athenes,  that  they  mote   him 

yiven  (40)  1935 

Fro  yere  to  yere  her  owne  children  dere 
For  to  be  slayn,  as  ye  shul  after  here. 
This  Minos  hath  a  monstre,  a  wikked 

heste, 
That  was  so  cruel  that,  without  areste, 
Whan  that  a  man  was  broght  in  his 

presence,  1990 

He  wolde  him  ete,  ther  helpeth  no  de- 
fence. 
And  eveiy  thridde  jreer,  with-outen  doote, 
They  casten  lot,  and,  as  hit  com  abonte 
On  riche,  on  pore,  he  moete  his  sone 

take,  (49)  '93+ 

And  of  his  child  he  moste  present  make 
Unto  Minos,  to  save  him  or  to  spille, 
Or  lete  his  beste  devoure    him  at  his 

wille. 
And  this  hath  Minos  don,  right  in  despyt ; 
To  wreke  his  sone  was  set  id  his  deljrt, 
And  maken  hem  of  Athenes  his  thral  1940 
Fro  yere  to  yere,  whyl  that  he  liven  shal; 
And  hoom  he  saileth  whan  this  toon  is 

wonne. 
This  wikked  custom  is  so  longe  y-ronne 
Til  that  of  Athenes  king  Egeus 
Mot  sende  his  owne  sone,  Theseus,      1945 
Sith  that  the  lot  is  £eJlen  him  upon,    (61) 
To  be  devoured,  for  grace  is  ther  non. 
And  forth  is  lad  this  woful  yonge  knight 
Unto  the  court  of  king  Minos  fal  right, 
And  in  a  prison,  fetered,  cast  is  he      1950 
Til  thilke  tyme  he  sholde  y-freten  be. 

Wei  maystow  wepe,  O  woful  Theseus, 
That  art  a  kinges  sone,  and  dampned 

thus. 
Me  thinketh  this,  that  thou  were  depe 

y-holde  1954 

To  whom  that  saved  thee  fro  cares  oolde ! 
And  now,  if  any  woman  helpe  thee,     (71) 
Wei  oughtestow  her  servant  for  to  be. 
And  been  her  trewe  lover  yeer  by  yen  1 
But  now  to  come  ageyn  to  my  matera. 
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The  tour,  ther  as  this  Thesena  is  throwe 

Donn  in  the  botom  derke  and  wonder 

lowe,  1961 

Was  joyning  in  the  walle  to  a  foresme  ; 

And  hit  was  longing  to  the  doghtren 

twesme 
Of  king  Minos,  that  in  hir  ohambres  grete 
Dwelten    above,    toward    the    maister- 
strete,  (80)  19^ 

In  mochel  mirthe,  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Not  I  nat  how,  hit  happed  ther,  per  cas, 
As  Theseus  oomplejmed  him  by  nighte, 
The  kinges  doghter,  Adrian  that  highte. 
And  eek  her  suster  Phedra,  herden  al  1970 
His  oompleyning,  as  they  stode  on  the  wal 
And  lokeden  upon  the  brighte  mone ; 
Hem  leste  nat  to  go  to  bedde  sone. 
And  of  his  wo  they  had  compassionn ; 
A  kinges  sone  to  ben  in  swioh  prisonn 
And  be  devoored,  thonghte  hem   gret 
pitee.  (91)  1976 

Than  Adrian  spak  to  her  snster  free, 
And  seyde,  *  Phedra,  leve  suster  dere, 
This  wofdl  lordes  sone  mi^  ye  nat  here. 
How  pitoQsly  compleyneth  he  his  kin, 
And  eek  his  pore  estat  that  he  is  in,    198 1 
And  gilteless  ?  now  certes,  hit  is  ronthe ! 
And  if  ye  wol  assenten,  by  my  tronthe. 
He  shal  be  holpen,  how  so  that  we  do  !* 
Phedra  answerde,  *  y-wis,  me  is  as  wo 
For  him  as  ever  I  was  for  any  man ;  1986 
And,  to  his  help,  the  beste  reed  I  oan  (102) 
Is  that  we  doon  the  gayler  prively 
To  come,  and  speke  with  ns  hastily, 
And  doon  this  wofol  man  with  him  to 
oome.  1990 

For  if  he  may  this  monstre  overcome. 
Than  were  he  quit;  ther  is  noon  other 

bote. 
lAt  us  wel  taste  him  at  his  herte-rote, 
That,  if  so  be  that  he  a  wepen  have, 
Wher  that  he  dar,  his  lyf  to  kepe  and 
save,  (lie)  1995 

Fighten  with  this  fend,  and  him4efende. 
For,  in  the  prison,  ther  he  shal  descende, 
Ye  wite  wel,  that  the  best«  is  in  a  place 
That  nis  nat  derk,  and  hath  ronm  eek 

and  space 
To  welde  an  ax  or  swerd  or  staf  or  knyf. 
So  that,  me  thinketh,  he  sholde  save  his 
lyf;  300I 


If  that  he  be  a  man,  he  shal  do  so. 
And  we  shnl  make  him  holies  eek  also 
Of  wexe  and  towe,  that,  whan  he  gapeth 
faste,  J004 

Into  the  bestes  throte  he  shal  hem  caste 
To  slake  his  hanger  and  enoombre  his 
teeth ;  (lai) 

And  right  anon,  whan  that  Thesens  seeth 
The  beste  achoked,  he  shal  on  him  lepe 
To  sleen  him,  or  they  comen  more  to-hepe. 
This  wepen  shal  the  gayler,  or  that  tyde, 
Fol  privily  within  the  prison  hyde  ;   aoi  i 
And,  for  the  hons  is  crinkled  to  and  fro. 
And  hath  so  qneinte  weyes  for  to  go — 
For  hit  is  shapen  as  the  mase  is  wroght — 
Therto  have  I  a  remedie  in  my  thoght. 
That,  by  a  clewe  of  twyne,  as  he  hath 
goon,  (131)  aoi6 

The  same  wey  he  may  retnme  anoon, 
Folwing  alwey  the  threed,  as  he  hath 

come. 
And,  whan  that  he  this  beste  hath  over- 
come. 
Then  may  he  fleen  awey  out  of  this  drede. 
And  eek  the  gayler  may  he  with  him 
lede,  ao3i 

And  him  avannce  at  hoom  in  his  contree, 
Sin  that  so  greet  a  lordes  sone  is  he. 
This  is  my  reed,  if  that  he  dar  hit  take.' 
What  sholde  I  longer  sermonn  of  hit 
make  ?  2035 

The  gayler  oometh,  and  with  him  Thesens. 
And  whan  thise  thinges  been  acorded 
thus,  (14a) 

Adoun  sit  Theseus  upon  his  knee  :^ 
'  The  righte  lady  of  my  lyf,*  quod  he, 
*I,  sorweftd  man,  y-dampned  to  the  deeth. 
Fro  yow,  whyl  that  me  lasteth  lyf  or 
breeth,  2031 

I  wol  nat  twinne,  after  this  aventure. 
But  in  your  servise  thus  I  wol  endure. 
That,  as  a  wrecohe  unknowe,  I  wol  yow 
«erve  2034 

For  ever-mo,  til  that  myn  herte  sterve. 
Forsake  I  wol  at  hoom  myn  heritage,  (151) 
And,  as  I  seide,  ben  of  your  court  a  page. 
If  that  ye  vouche-sauf  that,  in  this  place. 
Ye  graunte  me  to  han  so  gret  a  grace 
That  I  may  han  nat  but  my  mete  and 
drinke ;  2040 

And  for  my  sustenance  jrit  wol  I  swinke, 
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Hight  AK  yow  lifit^   that    Minov  so    no 

uHght — 
6m   that  lio  saw  m<j  nevar  with  eyicii 

Bight — ► 
Ko  i:if>  man  ellcs,  ahal  me  oQiiii«  eepj« ; 
So  slyly  fuid  so  wfltl  »hfU  ntfi  gj«,       X145 
And  tne  bo  wel  dbfi^ro  iwd  jioIowo,  {t^t) 
That  in  ttiid  world  thar  ahid  no  inaii  me 

Tu  hftn  £ny  lyf^  i^d  for  ta  hnn  preBencs 
Of  3?ow»  thiit  doon  to  mo  this  tixceUence. 
And  to  my  fiuler  «bAt  I  s^nden  hero   ao^Q 
Hiia  worthy  mAn^  thit  i^  now  ycmr  ga^- 

And^  him  to  guerdon,  that  ho  shal  wel  be 
Don  of  tbfs  ^r«tto»t  men  of  my  con  tree* 
Aiad  yif  I  dyrato  »i?yn,  my  lady  hrijfht^ 
I  am  A  >ingc!«  sonci,  and  eek  a  knight ; 
A8  woldo  g«>df  yif  that  hit  mighte  ho  (i;i) 
Ye  wiEjren  in  my  centre*,  tkltc  throe^ 
And  I  with  yow,  to  bore  yow  company g^ 
Than  ahtildo  ytj  0oen  yif  thAt  I  ther-of  lye  I 
And,  if  I  profro  3*0 w  in  low  manom    3o6ci 
To  h^n  your  pagu  and  florven  yow  right 

hero, 
But  I  yrvw  si^rvo  iu  lowly  In  thai  pla««, 
I  prey  tft  Mnr*  to  yivo  mo  Kwioho  a  grtkce 
Tliat   ahamoa  deeth  on  mo    ther   mot« 


God  Eliildo  hit^  for  tho  nhjwn*  of  ir<Hiii  it 

allol 
And  levG  me  nover  swicli  a  eai.  WMvl 
But  «endo  yow  grace  «nd    d«|^lt  ll 

herti^  alAOi 
Yow  to  defends  &nd  knightly  ileos  jfsw 

fo,  «*! 

And  lijvo  heraft^r  that  i  m^y  yow  M< 
To  mo  and  to  my  snater  hpTit  sm  kuvk 
That  I  repent*  nat  to  gi^e  yow  lyf !  t»fl 
Yit  w<jro  hit   better  tJiat  I  nwln  ri^ 

wyi". 
Bin  thai  ye  been  rs  genUl  1»ts  av  X»  iWP 
Aiid  have  a  r&hmne,  luit  bat  f)tft<^  !■?> 
Tlien  that  I  snffhsd  giltlei  yow  t&  *ifWi 
Or  that  I  Iflt  yow  m»  a  p^s  »rTfl ; 
Hit  ia  n<^t  profit,  oa  tinto  your  ktnmii^, 
But  whut  Is  that  that  ntan  nil  do  te 

tiTtsdof 
And  to  my  inster,  iin  thai  hit  is  pi 
That  ahe  mot  goon  with  too,  if  ihxA  I 
Or  olles  rniffm  deetb  na  wel  ai»  I, 
Tliftt  ye  unto  ytvur  «ouo  as  trtwdy 
Tikyin  her  bo weddoti  at ynnjr  hni.*ni-c< 
Thia  ia  the  fynal  bndo  of  al  thu  tlibf  ;^ 
y©  sw^re  hit  heor,  <ia  «1  ihM  mftj  ^ 

*wom*' 
*  Ya,  hidy  mnT3.'  q«oil  hr,  '  ^r  olI«at*«3 
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Al  softely,  *  now,  raster  myn,*  quod  she, 
*  Now  be  we  duchesses,  bothe  I  and  ye, 
And  sikered  to  the  regals  of  Athenes,  {243) 
And  bothe  her-after  lykly  to  be  queues. 
And  saved  fro  his  deeth  a  kinges  sone, 
As  ever  of  gentil  women  is  the  wone  2131 
To  save  a  gentil  man,  emforth  hir  might, 
In  honest  cause,  and  namely  in  his  ri^t. 
He  thinketh  no  wight  oghte  her-of  us 

blame, 
Xe  beren  us  ther-for  an  evel  name.*  2155 
And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  make. 
This  Theseus  of  her  hath  leve  y-take,  (152) 
And  eveiy  point  ^performed  was  in  dede 
As  ye  have  in  this  covenant  herd  me  rede. 
His  wepen,  his  dew,  his  thing  that  I  have 

said,  3140 

Was  by  the  gayler  in  the  hous  y-laid 
Ther  as  this  Minotaur  hath  his  dwelling, 
Bight  faste  by  the  dore,  at  his  entring. 
And  Theseus  is  lad  unto  his  deeth,     3144 
And  forth  un-to  this  Minotaur  he  geeth. 
And  by  the  teching  of  this  Adriane  (a6i) 
He  overcom  this  beste,  and  was  his  bane ; 
And  out  he  cometh  hy  the  dewe  again 
Ful  prevely,  whan  he  this  beste  hath 

slain ;  2149 

And  by  the  gi^ler  geten  hath  a  barge. 
And  of  his  wyves  treeor  gan  hit  charge. 
And  took  his  wyf,  and  eek  her  suster  free, 
And  eek  the  gayler,  and  with  hem  alle 

three 
Is  stole  awey  out  of  the  lond  by  nighte, 
And    to   the    centre    of  Ennopye   him 

dighte  2155 

Ther  as  he  had  a  frend  of  his  knowinge. 
Ther  festen  they,  ther  daunoen  they  and 

singe ;  (a/a) 

And  in  his  armes  hath  this  Adriane, 
That  of  the  beste  hath  kept  him  from  his 

bane ;  2159 

And  gat  him  ther  a  newe  barge  anoon. 
And  of  his  contree-folk  a  ftil  gret  woon, 
And  taketh  his  leve,  and  hoomward  sail- 

eth  he. 
And  in  an  yle,  amid  the  wilde  see, 
Ther  as  ther  dwelte  creature  noon 
Save  wilde  bestes,  and  that  fol  many 

oon,  2165 

He  made  his  ship  a-londe  for  to  sette ; 
And  in  that  yle  half  a  day  he  lette,   (2S3) 


And  seide,  that  on  the  lond  he  moste  him 

reste. 
His  mariners  han  doon  right    as  him 

leste; 
And,  for  to  tellen  shortly  in  this  cas,  2170 
Whan  Adriane  his  wyf  a-slepe  was, 
For  that  her  suster  fairer  was  than  she, 
He  taketh  her  in  his  bond,  and  forth 

gothhe 
To  shippe,  and  as  a  traitour  stal  his  way 
Whyl  that  this  Adriane  a-slepe  lay,    2175 
And   to    his    oontree-ward    he    saileth 

bljrve—  (291) 

A   twenty    devil    way    the    wind    him 

diyve  I — 
And  fond  his  fader  drenched  in  the  see. 

Me  list  no  more  to  speke  of  him,  parde ; 
Thise  false  lovers,  poison  be  hir  bane ! 
But  I  wol  tume  again  to  Adriane       ai8i 
That  is  with  slepe  for  werinesse  atake. 
Ful  sorwefdlly  her  herte  may  awake. 
AUas!   for    thee    my  herte    hath   now 

pite! 
Right  in  the  dawening  awaketh  she,  2185 
And  gropeth  in  the  bedde,  and  fond  right 

noght  (301) 

*  Alias!'    quod    she,   'that  ever    I   was 

wroght ! 
I  am  betrayed !'  and  her  heer  to-rente, 
And  to  the  stronde    bar-fot   faste    she 

wente. 
And  cryed,  *  Theseus !  myn  herte  swete  I 
Wher  be  ye,  that  I  may  nat  with  yow 

mete,  2 191 

And  mighte  thus  with  bestes  been  y- 

slain?' 
The  holwe  rokkes  answerde  her  again ; 
No  man  she  saw,  and  yit  shyned  the 

mone,  ^'SM- 

And  bye  upon  a  rokke  she  wente  sone, 
And  saw  his  barge  sailing  in  the  see.  (311) 
Cold  wex  her  herte,  and  right  thus  seide 

she. 
*Meker  than  ye  finde  I  the  bestes  wilde !' 
Hadde  he  nat  sinne,  that  her  thus  be- 

gylde? 
She  cryed,  *  O  tume  again,  for  routhe  and 

sinne !  2200 

Thy  barge  hath  nat  al  his  meiny  inne ! ' 
Her  kerchef  on  a  pole  up  stikked  she, 
Ascaunce  that  he  sholde  hit  wel  y-see. 
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And  him  romombre  that  she  wasbchinde, 
Ami  turmj  atjain,  anil  ou  tho  stn>nd«.'  hor 

lindo  :  (310;  -1-105 

But  al  for  mit^ht  ;  his  wey  ho  ia  y-goon. 
And  «loun  pho  III  a-suown  npoii  a  stooD  ; 
An<l  nx)  sho  rist,  ami  kisto,  in  al  her  care, 
Tht'  stt-pi"'-*  ''this  i;-..t.  thor  he  hath  faro. 
Ami  t«.»  licT  ImmMo  ri^'lit  thus  sho  sptfketh 

tho  : —  jjio 

•  Thou  Wil,'  quotl  sho,  *  that  hast  rccoj-ved 

two, 
Tin  Ml  shalt  answ<-i-«»  of  tw«>,  and  nat  of 

oon  ! 
Wlmr  is  thy  ^n-ttor  ]iart  away  y-g«>on  ? 
Alias  I  wliiT  shal   I.  wrocchod  wight,  bo- 

coim-  I 
For.  th<»{?h  80  Ix)  that  ship  or  boot  hoor 

conn>,  2J15 


Hoom    to    my  controe    dar   I  lut  ^ir 

drcdo ;  :j3i' 

I  can  my-8(dven  in  thi5  cb»  nat  rede !' 
Wliat  slial  I  telle  marc  her  compMs* 

ing? 
Hit  is  so  I<»ng,  hit  wore  an  hc\7  thing. 
In  her  epistle  Xa»o  telU*th  al ;  tm 

But  shortly  to  the  enclc  I  telle  shdl. 
Tlio  g(Kldes  have  her  lioli^en,  fur  pitee: 
And,  in  tho  siguo  of  Taurus,  men  nay 

see 

TIio  stones  of  her  coronn  sh\-no  cl*i*.— 

I  wol  no  more  spoke  of  tills  uwtere; 

But  thus  this  false  lover  can  boj^le  2un 

His  trowo  love.     The  devil  fhini  qajte 

his  whyle !  M' 

Explicit  Lrgenda  Adriane  di  Atkeinf- 


VII.    THE  LEGEND  OP  PHILOMELA. 


Inciint  L^flt^mJn  Philomene. 
Thus  tlatijr  funiuuttm. 
Tiroir    yivcr   of    the.    formos,    that 
wrtijfht 


liast 


And  wedde<l  had  ho,  with  a  blinfal  dure. 
King  Pandiouos  faire  doghtor  derp,     » 
That  highto  Prr»gno,  flour  of  her  contree, 
Th<»gh  Juno  list  nat  at  tho  festo  be. 
Xo  Yini-uens,  that  gcnl  of  wedding  i*i 
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This  Tereos  let  make  his  shippes  yare, 
And  into  Grece  him-self  is  forth  y-fare 
Unto  his  fader  in  lawe,  and  gan  him 

preye 
To  Tonche-sanf  that,  for  a  month    or 

tweye, 
That  Philomene,  his  wyves  soster,  mighte 
On   Profile  his  wyf  bat  ones    have    a 

sighte —  2375 

*  And  she  shal  come  to  3row  again  anoon. 
Myself  with  her  wol  bothe    come  and 

goon,  (50) 

And  as  myn  hertes  lyf  I  -wol  her  kepe.' 
This  olde    Pandion,    this    king,    gan 

wepe 
For  tendemesse  of  herte,  for  to  leve   2280 
His  doghter  goon,  and  for  to  yive  her 

leve; 
Of  al  this  world  he  lovede  no-thing  so ; 
Bat  at  the  laste  leve  hath  she  to  go. 
For  Philomene,  with  salte  teres  eke, 
Oan  of  her  fader  grace  to  beseke         2285 
To  seen  her  soster,  that  her  longeth  so ; 
And  him  embraceth  ^th  hgr  armes  two. 
And  therwith-al  so  yong  and  fair  was  she 
That,  whan  that  Terfias  saw  her  beaatee, 
And  of  array  that  ther  was  noon  her 

liche,  (63)  2290 

And  yit  of  boontee  was  she  two  so  riche, 
He  caste  his  fyry  herte  npon  her  so 
That  he  wol  have  her,  how  so  that  hit  go. 
And  with  his  wyles  kneled  and  so  preyde. 
Til  at  the  laste  Pandion  thos  seyde : — 
*Kow,  sone,'  qaod  he,  *  that  art  to  me 

so  dere,  2296 

I  thee  betake  my  yonge  doghter  here,  (70) 
That  bereth  the  key  of  al  my  hertes  lyf. 
And  grete  wel  my  doghter  and  thy  wyf. 
And  yive  her  leve  somtyme  for  to  pleye, 
That  she  may  seen  me  ones  er  I  deye.' 
And  soothly,  he  hath  mad  him  riche 

feste,  2502 

And  to  his  folk,  the  moste  and  eek  the 

leste. 
That  with  him  com;  and  yaf  him  yiftes 

gret«, 
And  him  convqj^th  through  the  maister- 

strete  2305 

Of  Athenes,  and  to  the  see  him  broghte. 
And  tometh  hoom;    no  malice  he   ne 

thoghte.  (80) 


The  ores  polleth  forth  the  vessel  fiEiste, 
And  into  Trace  arriveth  at  the  laste, 
And  np  into  a  forest  he  her  ledde,      23  lu 
And  to  a  cave  privily  him  spedde  ; 
And,  in  this  derke  cave,  yif  her  leste, 
Or  leste  noght,  he  bad  her  for  to  reste  ; 
Of  whiohe  her  herte  agroos,  and  seyde 

thus, 
*  Wher  is  my  soster,  brother  Tereos?*  2315 
And  therwith-al  she  wepte  tenderly, 
And  qaook  for  fere,  pale  and  pitonsly, 
Bight  as  the  lamb  that  of  the  wolf  is 

biten ; 
Or  as  the  colver,  that  of  the    egle  is 

smiten, 
And  is  oat  of  his  olawes  forth  escaped,  2320 
Yet  hit  is  afered  and  awhaped 
Lest  hit  be  bent  eft-sones,  so  sat  she. 
Bat  atterly  hit  may  non  other  be. 
By  force  hath  he,  this  traitoor,  doon  that 

dede, 
That  he  hath  reft  her  of  her  mayden- 

hede,  2325 

Maugree  her  heed,  by  strengthe  and  by 

his  might.  (99) 

Lo !  here  a  dede  of  men,  and  that  a  right ! 
She     oryeth    ^soster!'    with    ful    load 

stevene. 
And  *  fader  dere ! '  and  '  help  me,  god  in 

hevene ! '  2329 

Al  helpeth  nat ;  and  yet  this  false  theef 
Hath  doon  this  lady  yet  a  more  mischeef, 
For  fere  lost  she  sholde  his  shame  crye, 
And  doon  him  openly  a  vilanye, 
And  with  his  swerd  her  tong  of  kerveth 

he, 
And  in  a  oastel  made  her  for  to  be      2335 
Ful  privily  in  prison  evermore, 
And  kepte  her   to  his  osage    and   his 

store,  (no) 

So  that  she  mighte  him  nevermore  asterte. 
O  sely  Philomene  !  wo  is  thyn  herte ; 
God  wreke  thee,   and   sende    thee  thy 

bone  I  2340 

Now  is  hit  tyme  I  make  an  ende  sone. 

This  Tereas  is  to  his  wyf  y-come. 
And  in  his  armes  hath  his  wyf  y-nome, 
And   pitonsly  he  weep,  and  shook  his 

heed, 
And  swor  her  that  he  fond  her  saster 

deed  j  2345 
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For  whioh  this  sely  Progne  hath  swioh 

wo,  (119)  2346 

That  ny  her  lorwefol  herte  brak  a-two ; 
And  thuB  in  teres  lete  I  Progne  dwelle, 
And  of  her  soster  forth  I  wol  yow  telle. 
This  woAil  lady  lemed  had  in  yonthe 
So  that  she  werken  and  enbronden  coathe, 
And  woven  in  her  stole  the  radevore 
As  hit  of  women  hath  be  woned  yore. 
And,  shortly  for  to  seyn,  she  hath  her 

fiUe 
Of  mete  and  drink,  and  clothing  at  her 

wille,  2355 

And  oonde    eek    rede,  and  wel  y-nogh 

endyte, 
Bat  with  a  penne  conde  she  nat  wryte ; 
Bat  lettres  can  she  weven  to  and  fro,   (131) 
So  that,  by  that  the  yeer  was  al  a-go, 
She  had  y-woven  in  a  stamin  large     3360 
How  she  was  broght  from.  Athenes  in  a 

barge, 
And  in  a  cave  how  that  she  was  broght ; 
And  al  the  thing  that  Tereos  hath  wroght, 
She  waf  hit  wel,  and  wroot  the  story 

above, 
How  she  was  served  for  her  snster  love  ; 
Andtoaknavearingsheyafanoon,  2366 
And  prayed  him,  by  signes,  fortogoon  (140) 
Unto  the  quene,  and  beren  her  that  clooth. 
And  by  signes  swor  him  many  an  00th, 
She  sholde  him  yeve   what   she   geten 

mighte.  2370 

This  knave  anoon  unto  the  qoene  him 

dighte, 


And  took  hit  her,  and  al  the  maner  tolde. 
And,  whan  that  Progne  hath  this  thing 

beholde, 
No  word  she  spak,  for  sorwe  and  eek  for 

rage; 
But  feyned  her  to  goon  on  pilgrimage  2375 
To    Baohns    temple;    and,    in    a    litel 

stoonde, 
Her  dombe  snster  sitting  hath  she  fonnde, 
Weping  in  the  oastel  her  aloon.  (151) 

Alias!  the  wo,  the  compleint,  and  the 

moon 
That    Progne    upon    her   dombe   snster 

makoth !  2380 

In  armes  everioh  of  hem  other  taketh. 
And  thus  I  lete  hem  in  hir  sorwe  dwelle. 
The  remenant    is    no  charge    for  to 

teUe, 
For  this  is  al  and'som,  thns  was  she 

served. 
That  never  harm  a-gilte  ne  deserved  2385 
Unto  this  crael  man,  that  she  of  wiste. 
Ye  may  be  war  of  men,  yif  that  yow 

liste.  (t6o) 

For,  al  be  that  he  wol  nat,  for  his  shame, 
Doon  BO  as  Tereos,  to  lese  his  name, 
Ne  serve  yow  as  a  mordronr  or  a  knave, 
Fol  litel  whyle  shal  ye  trewe  him  have. 
That  wol  I  seyn,  al  were  he  now  my 

brother,  3392 

Bot  hit  so  be  that  he  may  have  non 

other.  (166) 

Explicit  Legenda  PhUomene, 


VIII.   THE  LEGEND  OF  PHYLLIS. 


IncipU  Legenda  PhiUts, 
Bt  prove  as  wel  as  hy  anctoritee. 
That  wikked  froit  cometh  of  a  wikked 

tree,  2395 

That  may  ye  finde,  if   that  it    lyketh 

yow. 
Bat  for  this  ende  I  speke  this  as  now. 
To  telle  yon  of  false  Demophon. 
In  love  a  falser  herde  I  never  non, 
Bat-if  hit  were  his  fader  Theseos.       2400 


•Gk)d,  for  his  grace,  fro  swich  oon  kepe 

us'.' 
Thus  may  thise  women  prajren  that  hit 

here.  (9) 

Now  to  th'effect  tame  I  of  my  matere. 

Destroyed  is  of  Troye  the  citee ;      2404 
This  Demophon  com  sailing  in  the  see 
Toward  Athenes,  to  his  paleys  large ; 
With  him  com  many  a  ship  and  many  a 

barge 
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Fal  of  liis  folk,  of  whieh  ftil  many  con 
I9   woonded  wre,  and  aeek,  and  -wo  be- 

goon.  2409 

And  they  han  at  the  sege  longe  y-Utin. 
Beliindd  him  com  a  wind  and  eek  a  rain 
That  ihouf  so  sore,  his  huI  ne  migbte 

■tonde,  (19) 

Him  were  lever  than  al  the  world  a-londe, 
Sw  hanteth  him  the  tempest  to  and  fro. 
So  derk  hit  was,  hecoade  nowher  go ;  2415 
And  with  a  wawe  hrosten  was  his  stere. 
Ula  ihip  was    rent    so    lowo,  in  swich 


That  carpenter  ne  conde  hit  nat  amende. 
The  Ke,  by  nighte,  as  any  torche  brendc 
For  wood,  and  poaseth  him  now  np  now 
dvon,  2420 

Til  Xeptane  hath  of  him  compassioon, 
Axid   Thetis,  Chorus,  Triton,    and  they 

alle, 
AnJ  maden  him  npon  a  lond  to  falle,  (y>) 
Wherof  that  Phillis  lady  was  and  qacne, 
Xiigaij^as  doubter,  fairer  on  to  seno  2425 
Thsn  is  the  floar  again  the  brighto  sonno. 
XTzmethc  is  Demctpbou  to  lundo  y-wonne, 
^V^yk  antl  cek  wer>-,  and  bis  folk  ibr- 

p}-ncd 
Of  vexiuesso,  and  also  cnfam^'ned  ;     2439 
And  to  the  decth  he  almc jet  was  y-driven. 
Hiivj^e  f<ilk  to  conseil  han  him  ^dvcn 
Tw  Mken  help  and  socoor  of  the  qneen, 
Aiulloken  wliat  bis  grace  migbte  been,  (40) 
Anil  makon  in  that  lond  som  cbevisauncc, 
To  k(f|i«n  him  fro  wo  and  fro  mischaonco. 
^•^Mvk  was  he,  and  almost  at  the  deetb  ; 
^  BiUrthe  mighto  he  si>Gke  or  drawe  his 
brwth,  243J 

And  Ijth  iu  Rodope>'a  bim  for  to  reste. 
>Nltaii  he  may  wulkc,  him  thoogbte  hit 

vsi  the  beste 
^*fc>  the  court  to  sekcn  for  socour.     2440 
*««a  kncwe  him  wel,  and  diden    bim 

honour ; 
'^  tt  At  hones  dnk  and  lord  was  ho, 
iJjjTlwieus  bis  fader  baddo  y-be,  (.wj 

T^  in  Lis  tymc  was  of  greet  renoun, 
^''  man  go  grcft  in  al  his  regioan  ;    2445 
•^ndljk  his  fader  efface  and  of  stature, 
^d  fall  of  love ;  bit  com  bim  of  nature  ; 
^doth  the  fox  Renard,  the  foxes  sono, 
^kinde  he  conde  his  olde  faders  wone 


Withonte  lore,  as  can  a  drake  swimme, 
^\lian  bit  is  caught  and  caried  to  the 

brimme.  2451 

This  honourable  Phillis  doth  bim  chere, 
Her  lyketb  wel  his  port  and  his  manere. 
But  for  I  am  agroted  beer-bifom  (61  > 

To  wrj'to  of  hem  that  been  in  love  for- 
sworn, J455 
And  eek  to  baste  me  in  my  Icgende, 
Which  to  pcrforme  god  me  grace  sonde, 
Therfor  I  passe  shortly  in  this  wyso  ; 
Ye  han  wel  herd  of  Theseus  devyse 
In  the  betraising  of  fair  Adriane,       246i> 
That  of  her  pito    kepte  him  from   bis 

bone. 
At  shorte  wordes,  right  so  Domophon 
The  some  woy,  the  some  path  hath  gon  (70) 
That  dide  bis  false  fader  Theseus. 
For  unto  Phillis  bath  be  sworen  thus,  246s 
To    wedden    her,  and    her  bis  trouthe 

plighto. 
And  piked  of  her  al  the  good  he  migbte, 
Wlian  be  was  hool  and  sound  and  hadde 

his  reste ; 
And  doth  with  Phillis  what  so  that  him 

lesto. 
An<l  wel  coudo  T,  yif  that  me  lesto  so,  3470 
TvUcn  al  bis  d<»ing  to  and  fro. 

He  scide,  unto  his  contree  raosto   he 

soile, 
For  thcr  he  wolde  her  wedding  npparaile 
As  fil  to  her  honour  and  bis  also.  (81; 

And  openly  bo  took  bis  Icve  tho,  ^475 

And  bath  her  sworn,  bu  woldo  nat  sojoruc, 
But  in  a  month  bo  woldo  again  roti>mo. 
And  in  that  lond  let  make  bis  ordinaunce 
As  verray  lonl,  and  took  tho  obeisaunce 
Wol  and    boomly,   and   lot  bis   shipx>cii 

digbto,  J4811 

And  boom  ho  goth  the  ucxto    woy   ho 

migbte ; 
For  unto  Phillis  yit  no  com  bo  noght. 
And  that  bath  she  so  bardu  and  sore 

aboglit,  (90; 

Alius !  that,  as  the  stories  us  rccorde. 
She  was  bor  owne  dcoth  right  with  a 

corde,  2485 

\\1ian  thiit  slio  saw  that  lJemi>phon  her 

t  rayed. 
But  to  bim  first  she  wroot  and  fitsto 

him  prayed 
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He  wolde  come,  and  her  deliyer  of  peyne, 
Ab  I  reherse  shal  a  word  or  tweyne. 
Me  list  nat  voache-saof  on  him  to  swinke, 
Ne  spende  on  him  a  penne  fol  of  inke,  2491 
For  falB  in  love  was  he,  right  as  his  syre ; 
The  devil  sette  hir  sonles  bothe  a-fyre ! 
Bnt  of  the  lettre  of  Phillis  wol  I  wryte 
A  Word  or  tweyne,  al-thogh  hit  be  bnt 

lyte.  (loa)  2495 

*  Thyn  hostesse,'  qnod  she,  *  O  Demophon, 
Thy  Phillis,  which  that  is  so  wo  begon. 
Of  Bodopeye,  npon  jrow  moot  compleyne, 
Over  the  terme  set  betwix  ns  tweyne, 
That  ye  ne  holden  forward,  as  ye  seyde ; 
Yonr  anker,   which    ye   in    onr    haven 

leyde,  2501 

Highte  ns,  that  ye  wolde  comen,  out  of 

donte. 
Or  tliat  the  mone  ones  wente  abonte.  (no) 
Bnt  tymes  fonre  the  mone  hath  hid  her 

face 
Sin  thilke  day  ye  wente  fro  this  place,  3505 
And  fonre  tymes  light  the  world  again. 
Bnt  for  al  that,  yif  I  shal  soothly  sain, 
Yit  hath  the  streem  of  Sitho  nat  y-broght 
From  Athenes  the  ship;   yit  comth  hit 

noght. 
And,  yif  that  ye  the  terme  rekne  wolde, 
As  I  or  other  trewe  lovers  sholde,        251 1 
I  ple3^e  not,  god  wot,  befom  my  day.' — 
Bat  al  her  lettre  wiyten  I  ne  may  (i3o) 
By  ordre,  for  hit  were  to  me  a  chazge ; 
Her  lettre  was  right  long  and  ther-to 

large ;  2515 

Bnt  here  and  there  in  ryme  I  have  hit 

laid, 
Ther  as  me  thonghte  that  she  wel  hath 


She  seide,  '  thy  sailes  comen  nat  again, 
Ne  to  thy  word  ther  nis  no  fey  certein  ; 
Bnt  I  wot  why  ye  come  nat,'  qnod  she  ; 
*  For  I  was  of  my  love  to  yon  so  free.      252 1 
And  of  the  goddes  that  ye  ban  forswore, 
Yif  that  hir  vengeance  falle  on  yow  ther- 
fore,  (130) 

Ye  be  nat  snffisaunt  to  here  the  peyne. 
To  moche  tmsted  I,  wel  may  I  pleyne,  2525 


Upon  yonr  linage  and  yonr  faire  tonge, 
And  on  yonr  teres  falsly  ont  y-wronge. 
How  conde  ye  wepe  so  by  craft?'  qnod 

she; 
'  May  ther  swiche  teres  feyned  be  ? 
Now  certes,  yif  ye  wolde  have  in  memorie, 
Hit  oghte  be  to  yow  bnt  litel  glorie     2531 
To  have  a  sely  mayde  thns  betrayed ! 
To  god,*  qnod  she,  *  preye  I,  and  ofte  have 

prayed,  (i4i») 

That  hit  be  now  the  grettest  piys  of  aUe, 
And  moste  hononr  that  ever  yow  shal 

befalle !  2535 

And  whan  thyn  olde  anncestres  pe3mted 

be, 
Tn  which  men  may  hir  worthinesae  see, 
Than,  preye  I  god,  thon  peynted  be  also. 
That  folk  may  reden,  for>by  as  they  go, 
**  Lo !  this  is  he,  that  with  his  flaterye  2540 
Betrayed  hath  and  doon  her  vilanye 
That  was  his  trewe  love  in  thoghte  and 

dede!" 
Bnt  sothly,  of  00  point  jrit  may  they  rede, 
That  ye  ben  lyk  yonr  fader  as  in  this ;  (151) 
For  he  begyled  Adriane,  y-wis,  2545 

With  swiche  an  art  and  swiche  sotelte 
As  thon  thy-selven  hast  begyled  me. 
As  in  that  point,  al-thogh  hit  be  nat  fayr, 
Thon  folwest  him,  oertein,  and  art  his  eyr. 
Bnt  sin  thns  sinfully  ye  me  begyle,    2551) 
My  body  mote  ye  seen,  within  a  whyle. 
Right  in  the  haven  of  Athenes  fletinge, 
With-onten  sepulture  and  buiyinge  ;  (i6o> 
Thogh  ye  ben  harder  then  is  any  stoon.* 
And,  whan  this  lettre  was  forth  sent 

anoon,  2555 

And  knew  how  brotel  and  how  faU  be 

was. 
She  for  dispeyr  for-dide  herself,  alias  ! 
Swich  sorwe  hath  she,  for  she  besette  her 

so. 
Be  war,  ye  women,  of  yonr  sotil  fo,     3559 
Sin  yit  this  day  men  may  ensample  see  ; 
And  tmsteth,  as  in  love,  no  man    bnt 

me.  {16S) 

Explicit  Legenda  Phiais, 


dt  2<y"^  or 


IX.   THE  LEGEND  OF  HYPEianfESTEA. 


Imeipit  Ltgtmda  Yptrwagrt. 

Iv  Grece  vhylozn  ««x«z.  bn«£»:.  rv:-. 
Of  vlikbe  that  oon  vm  called  I>ft:^:'. 
Thit  manr  a  Kfik^  haih  r^  Lis  bc-ij  'w^szz.i. 
A*  nricbe  iklie  ioren  <fAe  OL-cSi*.        ^5:5 
Anoiif  his  sones  alie  th«r  vm  .j.^ 
Thst  Alderxui>st  he  I'j'vei*  <^  irsxT^'JL  •.•z^ 
Aod  vhan  this  child  vms  1^*7:^  iLis  1*^:.^: 
Shoop  him    a    ziAJXi*.   acd    eaZei    11=: 

llitt  other  bn:<hc-TcaU«dvas^is?<:.  2*7 - 
T^  vms  vf  I'lVe  as  ialf    as  ex^r  hlii. 

Aodinsiiy  a  ilnfrbt^r  sax  h«  i^  his  Itt?  : 
Of  which  he  si*<  uj.^'S.  Lis  rijpiT*  »tt-= 
A  dQf(ht«r  d<T*.  and  did*  h*rr  f-.-r  M-  '.*11* 
V|»nnistra.  yiin^**:  «.■<  htn.  all-r  s^'z 

Thewhiche  rhiJd.  i^f  her  i^atii-.t-E*. 
^■*«1W  crO(l«'  th^wes  l^*m  v^s  iL^:. 
Ai!>k«d  to  the  p^Kldc*.  or  *L*  was  •••r:- 
^t  .^'  the-  sh«fv    she   sLoId«    bt    rl? 

cirn;  :^ 

^*  Winles.  that  wt  cl^pti.  I»B«tli:.e*.  r^** . 
''•til  shapc-n  h^r  tha:  ihr  i:.":  --riw  •< 
PitoQic.  ladd*^.  wj-se.  ar.  i  ir*-**  as  ft-i*i : 
A^  t*»  this  icujua  Li:  acr^-r  i-e-tL  w«l. 
f'".  thfioirh   thai   V«ciis  rx:  Ler  eT«>E;': 

h«aQte«. 
^"U  Jai>it<-r  cnij^'UXiei  fi»>  was  sLt  if-? 
That  t<ini(ivnce.  ir»^u:h*,   aai  dreei  ••: 

■ham«-. 
Aft'i  „f  Ltr  wj-ilif-  •!  for  ^  •  keit  h»:r  nax;^* . 
^ii.thiini;fat«f  h'-r.  was  i^Ii'.i:«:^  as  L<  r>:. 
^^  rt'lf  Mars  was.  that   trme  of  th-r 

jvre. 
^*f«Uf-.that  his  irudice  is  him  rar^.    j-  >« 
^Pruitd  liath  V«rnus  his  rnitl  tmlt :    j 
■^^Tiai  with  Venus  a&d  "^'t  h*rr  f.f.i  r'-«»S'>Gi. 
Of  hrnues.  Mars  his  vexum  i^  a^ioun. 
^t  Yi^-rmistra  dar  i^at  haz.d]^  a  \.i*yt 
In  aiaiiro.  th^Jiph  she  shold<!r  lewt  h^r  1;.  i. 
^t  Dstheles.  as  heven  i^an  th'i  tome.  2cr/j 
''o  Uddo  aspectea  hath  she  of  Satnme. 

O 


As  I  il^al  hrns  "  h'r^  ^.ttc-:^ :<=!;. 

T  ■  I*a=A:-  aiii  JE^asMS  al»:—  ^dco 

Al-titri.  ^.   :*  li-fcs  ii*T  wtr*  :recLrt=. 
•.-■ .  ii, 

r  r  ti K.'.  TTTJS  r-fc«  ^larei  =. -  '--a^ — 

B^wix  Y;»=r=-i*;T»  ar.i  Liii  I--r.'--. 

Xz.  i  :.a?T-==.  r»  J  :1*  a  iAj  Lit  sLal  •.*  »:- :  ar*  « 


:  1  n.  s:- 


;  wasL: 


V-*  . 


nriiTiT; 


T;--r  ij:Tkj  i*  WT»  cLt.  tLr  iTXi*  i#  zmK*  It. 
A- i  tl-is  Liz.  •  L&*J:  -f  Lis  fairu  Is^icL-tr 
TL-=   i  «i:-r  w*.ii*ii.  a=.i  «cL<e  ci  Les. 

TL'  t-rcL**  lrtrs.*z.  ari  tL*  laicp^r^ 

TLt  s*.'.  rii'.«e«  'tis*!.  fJ  r»-:T  iizLt^  :       *. 
T:.>i.-^:ls    -:  -.:  tl-r  :yrr  rri^:!  *  j:-. 
Ti.r  ±.iz.   tL*  I«-   is  !*=.•:    =i    :t  tL* 

T  '  i:-ai-i-  jT&rlii::  is  ar.i  c  r.-^^*-*  Ly*  : 
F-1  J  ti-r  ;  l**:^   -r  «-  -r.  •-•:  nuur:raI:T^. 

A*  rillj:-  •>ZL.r  ■"&*  'Lr  jl*:vr.  :i5>Aeie. 
A:.  1  tLi*  T*  A*  ii.  :i.r  j'iltys  •■:  Ei^l?:^. 

T:-«:  Li.  Lis  L.:i*  wa*  I.rL  r.zi:*.  as  LiiL. 

Ai. ;    *:.-»   *.Lv    ,Ut   '.Lej   "irj-T--::   :•.•   kz. 

TL-    :.-r:.  It?  t^ikrXi  Uvt.  a:.!  h'-.-xr.  :LtT 

•»-r. :-.  '-•ui 

TLv  :.  .'L:  is  '.•■r:i«:.  tLe  >  ry-i  sLal  «»•  to 

r— ;  .r  : 
IVji-s:--  t  •  :;i5  ':han:.f  r<r  :astr  Lim  sj»!-iie, 
Ar.i  I  .•■-.;■.>■  L'.-  '.■•.  j.:«  i-zht-r  call'-. 
\\"t^t;.  :i.;it  :L»-  L"~3  wa»  voided  oi  ht* ir. 

all..  ^-'5 

H*:    l-k"!    ••:.     LL$    d'^Lt«r  with    ^I^ 

.  L.  r.-. 
Ai.i  r-.  h-r  «iiAk.  as  yv  shnl  after  here. 
•My    r:zl-t-.-    -J-igLt^r.    trcs«jr    vi   toys, 

L-nv  ! 
Sin  fLmm  that  day  that  shapen  was  my 

sherte, 
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Or  by  the  fatal  snstren  had  my  dom,  3630 
80  ny  myn  herte  never  thing  me  com  (70) 
As    thou,     mjm     Ypermistra,     doghter 

dere ! 
T^  heed  what   I    thy  fader    sey  thee 

here. 
And  "werk  after  thy  wyser  ever-ma 
For  alderfirste,  doghter,  I  love  thee  so  2635 
That  al  the  world  to  me  nis  half  so  leef ; 
Ne  I  nolde  rede  thee  to  thy  mischeef 
For  al  the  gode  under  the  colde  mono ; 
And  what  I  mene,  hit  shal  be  seid  right 

Bone, 
With  protestacioon,  as  in  this  wyse,  2640 
That,  but  thon  do  as  I  shal  thee  devyse, 
Thou  shalt  be  deed,  by  him  that  al  hath 

wroght !  (81) 

At  shorte  wordes,  thou  n'escapest  noght 
Out  of  my  paleys,  or  that  thou  be  deed, 
But  thou  consente  and  werke  after  my 

reed;  3645 

Tak  this  to  thee  for  fol  oonclusioun.' 

This  Ypermistra  caste  her  eyen  doun. 
And   quook  as  dooth    the  leef  of  aspe 

grene; 
Deed  wex  her  hewe,  and  lyk  as  ash  to 

sene,  3649 

And  seyde,  'lord  and  fader,  al  your  wille. 
After  ray  might,  god  wot,  I  shal  fulfiUe, 
So  hit  to  me  be  no  confusioun.'  (91) 

'  I  nil,'  quod  he, '  have  noon  excepcioun ' ; 
And  out  he  oaughte  a  kny  f,  as  rasour  kene ; 
'Hyd  this,'  quod  he,  'that  hit  be  nat  y- 

sene ;  2655 

And,  whan  thjrn  husbond  is  to  bedde  y-go, 
Whyl  that  he  slepeth,  cut  histhrotea-two. 
For  in  my  dremes  hit  is  warned  me 
How  that  my  nevew  shal  my  bane  be, 
But  whiche   I  noot,  wherfor  I  wol  be 

siker.  3660 

Yif  thou  sey  nay,  we  two  shul  have  a 

biker  (100) 

As  I  have  seyd,   by  him    that  I  have 

sworn,' 
This  Ypermistra  hath  ny  her  wit  forlon ; 
And,  for  to  passen  harmles  of  that  place, 
She  graunted  him  ;  ther  was  non  other 

grace.  3665 

And  therwith-al  a  costrel  taketh  he, 
And  seyde,  '  herof  a  draught,  or  two  or 

three; 


Yif  him  to  drinke,   whan  he  goth  to 

reste, 
And  he  shal  slepe  as  longe  as  ever  thee 

leste, 
The  narcotiks  and  opies  been  so  stronge : 
And  go  thy  wey,  lest  that  him  ibin^e 

longe.'  (no)  ^671 

Out  comth  the  bryd,  and  with  fnlwber 

ohere, 
As  is  of  maidens  ofte  the  manere, 
To  chambre  is  broght  with  revel  and  with 

songe. 
And  shortly,  lest  this  tale  be  to  longe,  2675 
This  Lino  and  she  ben  sone  broght  to 

bedde; 
And  every  wight  out  at  the  dore  him 

spedde. 
The  night  is  wasted,  and  he  fel  a-slepe : 
Ful  tenderly  beginneth  she  to  wepe. 
She    rist   her   up,    and    dredfully  she 

quaketh,  >6&) 

As    doth    the    braunohe   that  Zepbinu 

shaketh,  {no) 

And  husht  were  alle  in  Argon  that  cit«e. 
As  cold  as  any  frost  now  wexeth  she ; 
For  pite  by  the  herte  her  streyneth  so, 
And  dreed  of  deeth  doth  her  so  mochewo, 
That  thryes  doun  she  fil  in    swiche  a 

were.  a6i86 

She  rist  her  up,  and  stakereth  heer  and 

there. 
And  on  her  hande«  faste  loketh  she. 
'Alias !  and  shul  my  handes  blody  be  ? 
I  am  a  maid,  and,  as  by  my  nature,  269U 
And  by  my  semblant  and  by  my  vesture, 
Myn  handes  been  nat  shapen  for  a  knyf. 
As  for  to  reve  no  man  fro  his  lyf.       (i.M' 
What  devil  have  I  with  the  knyf  to  do  ? 
And  shal  I  have  my  throte  oorve  a^two? 
Then  shal  I  blede,  alias!   and  me  be> 

shende ;  2696 

And  nedes  cost  this  thing  mot  hare  an 

ende; 
Or  he  or  I  mot  nedes  lese  our  \yt 
Now  certes,'  quod  she,  '  sin  I  am  his  wyf, 
And  hath  my  feith,  yit  is  it  bet  for  me 
For  to  be  deed  in  wyfly  honestee  (140)  2701 
Than  be  a  traitour  living  in  my  shame. 
Be  as  be  may,  for  emest  or  for  game. 
He  shal  awake,  and  ryse  and  go  his  way 
Out  at  this  goter,  or  that  hit  be  day!'— 
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And  mop  All  tenderly  npon  his  fiuie,   2706 
And  in  her  armee  gan  him  to  embrace, 
And  him  the  roggeth  and  awaheth  softe  ; 
And  at   the  window  leep    he    fro  the 

lofte 

Whan  the  hath  warned  him,  and  doon 

him  bote.  2710 

This  Lino  swifte  was,  and  light  of  fote, 

And  from  his  wyf  he  ran  a  fal  good  pas. 

This  Kly  woman  is  so  wayk,  alias !    (152) 

And  hdples  so,  that,  or   that  she  fer 

vente, 
Her  cruel  fader  dide  her  for  to  hente.  2715 


Alias !  Lino !  why  art  thou  so  nnkindc  ? 
Why  ne  haddest  thou  remembred  in  thy 

minde 
To  taken  her,  and  lad  her  forth  with 

thee? 
For,  whan  she  saw  that  goon  uwey  was  he, 
And  that  she  mighte  nat  so  faste  go,    2720 
Ne  folwen  him,  she  sette  her  doon  right 

tho,  (160) 

Til  slie  was  caught  and  fetered  in  prisoun. 

This  tale  is  seid  i'or  this  conclosionn. .  . 

{UnftnUhed.) 


05 


A  TREATISE   ON   THE 
ASTROLABE. 


PBOLOGUS. 


LiTEL  Lowis  my  sone,  I  have  peroeived 
wel  by  certejme  evidences  thyn  abilite  to 
lome  sciencez  touchinge  noombres  and 
proporcionns ;  and  as  wel  oonsidere  I  thy 

5  bisy  preyere  in  special  to  leme  the  Tretis 
of  the  Astrolabie.  Than,  for  as  mechel 
as  a  philosofre  seith, '  he  wrappeth  him  in 
his  frend,  that  condesoendeth  to  the 
rightfnl  preyers  of  his  frend,*  ther-for 

lo  have  I  gevon  thee  a  soffisannt  Astrolabie 
as  for  oore  orizonte,  compowned  after  the 
latitude  of  Oxenford;  up^n  which,  by 
mediacion  of  this  litel  tretis,  I  purpose  to 
teche  thee  a  certein  nombre  of  conolu- 

15  sions  apertening  to  the  same  instroment. 
I  seye  a  certein  of  conclnsiouns,  for  three 
causes.  The  furste  cause  is  this :  truste  wel 
that  oUe  the  conclnsiouns  that  ban  ben 
foundo,    or    elles    possibly    mighten    be 

20  founde  in  so  noble  an  instrument  as  an 
Astrolabie,  ben  un-knowe  perfitly  to  any 
mortal  man  in  this  regioun,  as  I  suppose. 
A-nother  cause  is  this ;  that  sothly,  in  any 
tretis  of  the  Astrolabie  that  I  have  seyn, 

35  there  ben  some  conclusions  that  wole  nat 
in  alle  thinges  performen  hir  bihestes ; 
and  some  of  hem  ben  to  harde  to  thy 
tendre  age  often  yeer  to  oonseyve.  This 
tretis,  divided  in  fyve  parties,  wole  I  she  we 

30  thee  under  ful  lighte  rewles  and  naked 
wordes  in  English;  for  Latin  ne  canstow 


yit  but  smal,  my  lyte  sone.  But  natheles, 
suffyse  to  thee  thise  trewe  condusiouns  in 
English,  as  wel  as  suffyseth  to  thise  noblo 
clerkes  Grekes  thise  same  conclnsiouns  in  35 
Greek,  and  to  Arabiens  in  Arabik,  and  to 
Jowes  in  Ebrew,  and  to  the  Latin  folk  in 
Latin ;  whiohe  Latin  folk  han  hem  Airst 
out  of  othre  diverse  langages,  and  writen 
in  hir  owne  tonge,  that  is  to  sein,  in  40 
Latin.  And  god  wot,  that  in  alle  thise 
langages,  and  in  many  mo,  han  thise 
conclnsiouns  ben  suffisantly  lemed  and 
taught,  and  yit  by  diverse  rewles,  right  as 
diverse  pathes  leden  diverse  folk  the  45 
righte  wey  to  Bome.  Now  wol  I  prey 
meekly  every  discreet  persone  that  redeUi 
or  hereth  this  litel  tretis,  to  have  my 
rewde  endyting  for  excused,  and  my 
superfluite  of  wordes,  for  two  causes.  The  50 
firste  cause  is,  for  that  curious  endyting 
and  hard  sentence  is  ful  hovy  atones  for 
swich  a  child  to  leme.  And  the  seoonde 
cause  is  this,  that  sothly  me  semeth  betre 
to  wryten  un-to  a  child  twyes  a  good  55 
sentence,  than  he  forgete  it  ones.  And 
Lowis,  yif  so  be  that  I  shewe  thee  in  my 
lighte  English  as  trewe  oonolnsianns 
touching  this  matere,  and  naught  only  as 
trewe  but  as  many  and  as  subtil  con-  60 
clusiouns  as  ben  shewed  in  Latin  in  any 
commune  tretis  of  the  Astrolabie,  pon  me 
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the  more  thaxik ;  and  preje  god  ntve  tho 
king,  that  is  lord  of  this  langage.  and  alio 

^  that  him  f^h  bereth  and  obeyeth.  e\-ci^ 
0(^h  in  hii  degree,  the  more  and  the  lane. 
Bat  cmiiidere  wel,  that  I  ne  nsarpe  nat  to 
have  fonnde  this  werk  of  my  lalxmr  or  of 
■nyn  mgyn.     I   nam   but  a  lewd  com- 

^  piUtour  (if  tho  labour  of  olde  Astro- 
l«^KieiM,And  ha\'o  hit  translated  in  m>-n 
^njfUgh  onlj*  for  thy  doctrine  ;  and  with 
this Bwertl  shal  I  slecn  en\7o. 

I-  The  firste  partie  of  this  trctis  shal 

^  i^'lipne  the  fignn?s  and  the  membres  of 
^hjn  A«tn>lAbie,  bi-canse  that  thoa  shalt 
^A<ui  tho  grcttre  knowing  of  thyn  ownc 
*  n.«tnunent. 

11.  The  second  partie  shal  toche  tlioc 

•'•^  ^>rkon  tho  wm*y  prnctik  nf  tho  forseide 
<^»nrlauiinn8,  as  ferforth  and  as  narwc 
<^  may  be  showed  in  so  smol  an  instra- 
***nit  pi>rtatif  aboute.  For  wel  wot  ever>' 
^*tnlogien  that  smalcst  t'rnocions  ne  wol 

^  tUrt  ben  shewed  in  so  smal  an  instrument, 
•«  in  inbtil  tables  calcaled  for  a  cause. 

IIL  The  thriddo  partie  shal  contif-nen 
'lirene  tallies  of  longitudes  and  latitudes 
"f  iterrcs  fixo   for   the  Astn^labio,  and 

'O  taUes  of  declinacions  of  the  Sonne,  and 
**W«  of  ]ongitnd(.*s  of  citeez  and  of 
**'*a«8;  and  as  wel  for  the  governance 


of  a  clokke  as  for  to  finde  the  altitude 
meridian  ;    and  many  another  notable 
conclusioun.  after  the  kalendrcs  of  the  95 
reverent  clerkes,  frere  I.  Somer  and  frere 
X.  Lenne. 

IV.  The  ferthe  partie  shal  licn  a  theorik 
to  declare  the  mocvingo  of  the  celestial 
bodies  with  the  can.se<i.  The  whiche  lou 
ferthe  partie  in  special  shal  shewen  a 
tahle  of  the  verray  moeving  of  the  mone 
from  houre  to  houre,  every  day  and  in 
every  signe,  af\or  thyn  almenak ;  upon 
which  table  ther  folwith  a  canon,  snffi-  105 
sant  to  teche  as  wc-l  the  maner  of  the 
ifiyrking  of  that  same  conclusif»un,  as  to 
knowe  in  oure  ^(rizfmte  with  which  de- 
gpree  < if  the  zridiac  that  tho  mone  ariseth 

in  any  latitude ;  and  the  arising  of  any  no 
planete  after  his  latitude  fro  the  ccliptik 
b-ne. 

V.  The  fifte  partie  shal  ben  an  intro- 
duetorie  after  thestatutz  of  oure  doctours. 

in  which  thou  maist  leme  a  gret  part  of  115 
the  gitneral  rewles  of  theorik  in  astrologie. 
In  which  fit^e  imrtie  shaltow  finde  tables 
of  ofiuacions  of  houses  aftur  the  latitu<Ie 
<»f  Oxenffird  ;  ami  tables  of  dignetosi  of 
planet es.  and  other  notefnl  thinges.  yif  lio 
go'l  wol  vouche-sanf  an^l  his  modur  the 
mayde.  mo  than  I  bchete,  &c. 


PAET  I. 


***»«  BIOiyXETn  TlIK   nKSCRIPTIOH  OK  iiir 
ASTBOLABIK. 

I*  Thyn  Astrolabie  hath  a  ring  to 
Patten  <»n  the  thoumbe  of  thy  right 
***^*i  in  taking  the  heighte  of  thinges. 
^^  tak  keep,  for  from  liennes-forth  want. 
S  I  Wol  clepe  the  heighte  of  any  thing  that 
'■taken  by  thy  rewlo,  the  altitude,  with- 
*•«•  mo  wordesL 

^  This  ring  renneth  in  a  maner  turt't, 
■•■^  to  tho  m'Mler  of  thj-n  Astrolnbio,  in 
**  n)«m  a  space  that  hit  desturU>th  nat 
^■^  iastnunent  to  hangen  after  his  righte 


3.  Tho  Moder  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  the 
thikkfste  plate,  i)erce<l  with  a  large  h<de. 
that  ressej-v-eth  in  hir  wombe  tho  thinno 
plates  comp*)wne<l  for  diverse  ol.\Tiiatz, 
ami  thy  riet  shaiien  in  manere  of  a  not  or  5 
of  a  webbe  of  a  loppe  :  and  for  the  more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  tlie  figure. 

4.  This  mo«ler  is  dov>-dcd  on  the  luik- 
half  with  a  lyno^  that  comet h  dcssencl- 
inge  fro  tho  ring  down  to  the  nethoreste 
l>ordure.  The  whiche  Ij-ne,  fro  the  for- 
8ei<le  ring  un-to  tho  centre  of  the  largi*  5 
hole  amiflde.  is  elt'iKHl  the  south  IjTie,  i»r 
elles  the  lynn  meri<lionaI.  And  tho 
rcmenant  of  this  I.^-no  downe  to  the  lx>r- 
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dure  is  doped  the  north  lyne^  or  elles  the 
lo  lyne  of  midnight.      And  for  the  more 
declaracioon,  lo  here  the  figure. 

6.  Over-thwart  this  for-seide  longe 
lyne,  ther  crosseth  him  another  lyne  of 
the  same  lengthe  fVom  est  to  west.  Of 
the  whiche  lyne,  from  a  litel  croys  +  in 
5  the  hordiire  nn-to  the  centre  of  the  large 
hole,  is  cleped  the  Est  lyne,  or  elles  the 
lyne  Orientale ;  and  the  remenant  of  this 
lyne  fro  the  forseide  +  nn-to  the  bordure, 
is  cleped  the  West  lyne,  or  the  Ijme  Ocoi- 
lo  dentale.  Now  hastow  here  the  fonre 
quarters  of  thin  astrolabie,  devjrded  after 
the  foure  principals  plages  or  quarters  of 
the  firmament.  And  for  the  more  declar- 
aoionn,  lo  here  thy  figore. 

6.  The  est  side  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is 
cleped  the  right  side,  and  the  west  side 
is  cleped  the  left  side.  Forget  nat  this, 
litel  Lowis.     Pat  the  ring  of  thyn  Astro- 

5  labie  upon  the  thonmbe  of  thy  right 
hand,  and  thanne  wole  his  right  syde  be 
toward  thy  left  syde,  and  his  left  syde 
wol  be  toward  thy  right  syde;  tak  this 
rewle  general,  as  wel  on  the  bak  as  on 

iu  the  wombe-side.  Upon  the  ende  of  this 
est  lyne,  as  I  first  seide,  is  marked  a  litel 
+  ,  wher-as  evere-mo  generaly  is  con- 
sidered the  entring  of  the  first  degree  in 
which  the  sonne  aryseth.     And  for  the 

15  more  decloracioun,  lo  here  the  figore. 

7.  Fro  this  litel  +  np  to  the  ende  of 
the  lyne  meridional,  under  the  ring, 
shaltow  finden  the  bordnre  devyded  with 
90  degrees ;  and  by  that  same  proporcioun 

5  is  every  quarter  of  thin  Astrolabie  de- 
vjded.  Over  the  whiche  degrees  ther 
ben  noumbres  of  angrim,  that  devyden 
thilke  same  degrees  fro  fyve  to  fjrve,  as 
sheweth  by  longe  strykes  by-twene.     Of 

10  whiche  longe  strykes  the  space  by-twene 
contienith  a  mile-wey.  And  every  degree 
of  the  bordure  contieneth  foure  minutes, 
that  is  to  8e3m,  minutes  of  an  houre. 
And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the 

15  figure. 

8.  Under  the  compas  of  thilke  degrees 
ben  writen  the  names  of  the  Twelve 
Signes,  as  Aries,  Taurus,  Gemini,  Cancer, 
Leo,  Virgo,  libra,  Scorpio,  Sagittarius, 


Gapricomus,  Aquarius,  Pisces ;  and  the  5 
nombres  of  the  degrees  of  tho  signes  ben 
writen  in  augrim  above,  and  with  longe 
devisiouns,  fro  fyve  to  fyve  ;  devyded  fro 
tyme  that  the  signe  entreth  un-to  the 
laste  ende.  But  understond  wel,  that  10 
thise  degrees  of  signes  ben  everich  of  hem 
considered  of  60  minutes,  and  every 
minute  of  60  seoondes,  and  so  forth  in-to 
smale  fraccions  infinit,  as  seith  AUca- 
bucius.  And  ther-for,  know  wel,  that  15 
a  degree  of  the  bordure  contieneth  foure 
minutes,  and  a  degree  of  a  signe  con- 
tieneth 60  minutes,  and  have  this  in 
minde.  And  for  the  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure.  ao 

9.  Next  this  folweth  the  Cerole  of  the 
Dayes,  that  ben  figured  in  maner  of 
degrees,  that  oontienen  in  noumbre  565  ; 
divyded  also  with  longe  strykes  fro  fyve 
to  fyve,  and  the  nombres  in  augrim  5 
writen  under  that  cercle.  And  for  more 
declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

10.  Next  the  Cercle  of  th6  D^yes,  fol- 
weth the  Cercle  of  the  names  of  the 
Monthes;  that  is  to  seyen,  Januare, 
Februare,  Maroius,  Aprile,  M^yus,  Juin, 
Julius,  Augustus,  Septembre,  October,  5 
Novembre,  Decembre,  The  names  of 
thise  monthes  were  cleped  in  Arabiens, 
somme  for  hir  propretees,  and  some  by 
statute  of  lordes,  some  by  other  lordes  of 
Rome.  £ek  of  thise  monthes,  as  lyked  10 
to  Julius  Cesar  and  to  Cesar  Augustus, 
some  were  compowned  of  diverse  nom- 
bres of  dayes,  as  Juil  and  August  Thanne 
hath  Januare  31  dayes,  Februare  aS, 
March  31,  Aprille  30,  Mi^  31,  Junius  30,  15 
Julius  31,  Augustus  31,  September  30, 
Octobre  31,  Novembre  30,  December  31. 
Natheles,  al-though  that  Julius  Cesar 
took  a  dayes  out  of  Feverer  and  put  hem 

in  his  moneth  of  Juille,  and  Augustas  ao 
Cesar  cleped  the  moneth  of  August  after 
his  name,  and  ordeyned  it  of  31  dayes, 
3rit  truste  wel,  that  the  sonne  dwelletli 
ther-for  nevere  the  more  ne  lesse  in  oooi 
signe  than  in  another.  3^ 

11.  Than  folwen  the  names  of  the 
Halidayes  in  the  Kalender,  and  next 
hem  the  lettres  of  the  Abo.  on  which 


Zit  JSietvotait :  ^ar^  i. 


399 


xYieyfullen.     And  for  the  more  declara- 
;  oionn,  lo  here  thy  fig^ore. 

11  Next  the  forseide  Cercle  of  the 

X\m!.,  nnder  the  oros-lyne,  is  marked  the 

■eale,  m  maner  of  two  sqnyreSf  or  elleg  in 

manere  of  laddrea,  that  serveth  hy  hise 

5  la  pojmtef  and    his    devisionns    of  ful 

nuj  a  nihtil  oondnsioiin.     Of  thig  for- 

wide  Male,  fro  the  crooa-lyne  nn-to  the 

Tcrre  angle,  is  cleped  "t  umbra  versa,  and 

the  nether  partie  is  cleped  the  f  umbra 

Kivede,  or  elles  wnbra  extetua.    And  for 

the  more  declaracionn,  lo  hero  the  tigiirc. 

18.  Thanne  hastow    a  brood    Rewle, 

that  hath  on  either  ende  a  square  plate 

peited  with  a  certein  holes,  some  more 

and  smne  lease,  to  re88ey>'en  the  stremes 

^  (if  the  lonne  by  day,  and  eek  by  mcdia- 

Hnnof  thyn  eye,  to  kno^'o  the  altitude 

of  itenrfs  liy  ni^hte.    And  for  the  more 

tlcdancioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

14.  Thanne  is  ther  a  large  Pyn,  in 
maner  of  an  extroe,  that  goth  thorow 
the  hole,  that  halt  the  tablets  of  the 
dTnatea  and  the  riet  in  the  worn  be  of 

5  the  Koder,  thorw  which  Pyn  ther  goth 
*  Utel  wegge  which  that  is  clepi>d  '  the 
1>^'  that  streyneth  alle  thise  parties  to- 
Ixpt ;  this  forseide  grete  P^,  in  maner 
^  *n  extree,  is  imagine<l  to  bo  the  Pol 

luAitik  in  thyn  Astrolabie.  And  for  the 
I'm  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

15.  The  wombo-«ide  of  thyn  Astrolabie 
■  ■I*)  devyded  with  a  longo  croys  in 
**»  (piarters  from  est  to  west,  fro  aouth 
to  north,  fro  right  sydo  to  loft  syde,  as  is 

5  the  bak*^e.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
«wui,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

18.  The  bordnre  of  which  wombe-side 
i*<fev7ded  i^  the  pogmt  of  the  est  lyne 
•*^the  pnynt  of  the  south  lyne  under 
the  rin|p,  in  ^)  degres ;  and  by  that  same 

*  p^pnitioon  is  everj*  quarter  devyded  as 
"  the  hak*fyile,  that  amonteth  360  de- 
C**^  And  understond  wcl,  that  degrees 
^thja  bordure  ben  answering  and  con- 
"•■^trik  to  the  degrees  of  the  Equinoxial, 
that  ii  devyded  in  the  same  nombre  as 
^^^  others  cercle  is  in  the  heye  hevenc. 
"^  laDie  borduro  is  devyded  also  with 
'3  letties  capitals  and  a  smal  croys  + 


above  the  south  I^tio,  that  Bliowctli  tho 
34  houres  e^uula  of  tho  clokko ;  and,  as  15 
I  have  said,  5  of  thise  degrees  moken 
a  mile-wey,  and  3  mile-wey  maken  an 
hourc.  And  every  degree  of  this  bordure 
contenetli  4  minutes,  and  every  minut 
60  secoundes  ;  now  have  I  told  thee  twye.  an 
And  for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

17.  The  plate  under  thy  riet  is  dos- 
cryved  with  3  principal  cen-les ;  of  whir.ho 
the  lesto  is  cleped  tlio  ccrflo  of  Cancer, 
by-cause  that  the  hevo«l  of  Cancer  tumetli 
evermor  consent  rik  np-<»n  the  same  5 
cercle.  In  this  heved  of  Cancer  is  tho 
grettcst  declinacioun  northwanl  of  tho 
Sonne.  And  ther-for  is  he  cleped  tlio 
Solsticioun  of  Somer ;  wliiche  declina- 
cioun, aftur  Ptholome,  is  23  degrees  10 
and  50  minutes,  as  wel  in  Cancer  as  in 
Capricorne.  Tliis  signo  of  Cancer  is 
cleped  the  Tropik  of  Somer,  of  trapo$, 
that  is  to  se^Ti  ^aga^'nward  ;'  for  thanne 
by-ginneth  the  sonne  to  imissc  fro  us-  15 
ward.  And  for  the  more  <Ieclaracioun, 
lo  hero  the  figure. 

The  middel  cercle  in  wj-dnesse,  of  thise 
3,  is  clei)ed  the  Cercle  K<ininoxial ;  up-on 
whiche  tumeth    evermo    tho    hedes    of  20 
Aries  and  Libra.     And  understond  wel, 
that  evermo  this  Cercle  Ekiuinoxial  tum- 
eth justly  fro  vorrey  est  to  verrey  west ; 
as  I  have  shewed  thee  in  the  spore  solide. 
This  same  cercle  is  cl<*po<l  also  the  Weyere,  25 
equator,  of  the  day  ;  for  whan  the  simne 
is  in   the   lievedoH  of  Arios  ami  Libra, 
than  bon  the  dayes  and  tho  nightos  ilyko 
of  lengtho  in  al  tho  worM.     Ami  thor- 
fore   lien  thise    two    signes    called    the  50 
Equinoxies.  And  alle  that  moeveth  with- 
in the  hevedes  of  thise  Aries  and  Libra, 
his  moeving  is  clepe<l  north-wanl;   and 
alio  that  moeveth  with-outo  thise  heve<les, 
his  moeving  is  clepe<l  south-ward  as  fro  35 
the  equinfixiaL     Tak  keep  of  thise  lati- 
tudes north  and  sowth,  and  forget  it  nat. 
By  this  Cercle  F.qnin»»xial  ben  considereil 
the  74  houres  of  the  clokke  ;  for  everemo 
the  arysing  of  15  degrees  of  the  equinoxial  40 
maketh  an  houre  equal  of  the  clokke. 
This  equinoxial  is  cIcimkI  the  girdel  of 
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the  firste  moeving^  or  elles  of  the  angulut 
prinU  mottu  vel  primi  mobilis.    And  noto, 

45  that  ilwte  n^oeving  m  oleped  *inoeving' 
of  the  firste  moevable  of  the  8  spero, 
whiche  moeving  is  fro  eet  to  west,  and 
eft  agayn  in>to  est;  nlso  it  is  depid 
*^irdel*  of  the    first    moeving,    for   it 

50  departeth  the  fizste  moevable,  that  is  to 

seyn,  the  spere,  in  two  ilyke    parties, 

evene-distantx  fro  the  poles  of  this  world. 

The  wjdeste  of  thise  three  principal 

cercles  is  oleped  the  Cercle  of  Capricome, 

55  by-canse  that  the  heved  of  Caprioome 
tnmeth  evermo  oonsentrik  np-on  the 
same  cerole.  In  the  heved  of  this  for- 
seide  Caprioome  is  the  grettest  declina- 
cioun  southward  of  the  sonne,  and  ther* 

60  for  is  it  cleped  the  Solsticiotin  of  Winter. 
This  ^i^e  of  Caprioome  is  also  cleped 
the  Tropik  of  Winter,  for  thanne  bygin- 
neth  the  sonne  to  come  agayn  to  os-ward. 
And  for  the  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here 

65  thy  figure. 

18.  Upon  this  forseide  plate  ben  com- 
passed oertein  oeroles  that  highten  Al- 
micanteras,  of  which  som  of  hem  semen 
perfit  cercles,  and  somme  semen  inperfit. 

5  The  centre  that  standith  a-middes  the 
narwest  cercle  is  cleped  the  Senith  ;  and 
the  nether^t  cercle,  or  the  firste  cercle, 
is  depid  the  Orisonte,  that  is  to  8e3m, 
the  cercle  that  devydeth  the  two  emi- 

ID  speries,  that  is,  the  partie  of  the  hevene 
a-bove  the  erthe  and  the  partie  be-nethe. 
Thise  Almicanteras  ben  oompowned  by 
two  and  two,  al-be-it  so  that  on  divers 
Astrolabies  some  Almicanteras  ben  de- 

15  vyded  by  oon,  and  some  by  two,  and 
somme  by  three,  after  the  qoantite  of  the 
Astrolabie.  This  forseide  senith  is  im- 
agened  to  ben  the  verrey  point  over  the 
crowne  of  thyn  heved ;    and  also  this 

20  senith  is  the  verrey  pool  of  the  orisonte 
in  every  regionn.  And  for  the  more 
dedaracioon,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

19.  From  this  senith,  as  it  semeth,  ther 
come  a  manor  crokede  strykes  lyke  to 
the  clawes  of  a  loppe,  or  elles  like  to  the 
work  of  a  womanes  calle,  in  kerving  over- 

5  thwart  the  Almikanteraa  And  thise 
same  strykes  or  divisiouns  ben  deped 


Asimuthz.  And  they  devyden  the  ori- 
sonte of  thyn  Astrolabie  in  four  and 
twenty  devisionns.  And  thise  Azimntz 
serven  to  knowe  the  eostes  of  the  firm*-  10 
ment,  and  to  othre  oondosioaia,  as  for 
to  knowe  the  oenitii  of  the  sonne  and  of 
every  sterre.  And  for  more  deolaradoun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  Next  thise  asimuts,  under  the 
Cerde  of  Cancer,  ben  tlier  twdve  de- 
visionns embelif,  moohe  like  to  the  shap 
of  the  azimutes,  that  shewen  the  spaces 
of  the  houres  of  planetes ;  and  for  more  5 
dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

21.  The  Biet  of  thyn  Astrolabie  with 
thy  Eodiak,  shapen  in  maner  of  a  net 
or  of  a  loppe-webbe  after  the  o]de  des- 
cripdoun,  which  thow  mayst  tornen  up 
and  doun  as  thy-self  lyketh,  conteneth  5 
certein  nombre  of  sterres  fixes,  with  hir 
longitudes  and  latitudes  determinat ;  jif 
so  be  that  the  makere  have  nat  erred. 
The  xuunes  of  the  sterres  ben  writen  in 
the  margin  of  the  rtet  ther  as  they  sitte ;  10 
of  whiche  sterres  the  smale  poynt  is 
cleped  the  Centre.  And  understond  also 
that  alle  sterres  sittingo  with-in  the 
Bodiak    of  thyn   Astrolabie  ben  clcfped 

*  sterres  of  the  north,'  for  they  arysen  15 
by  northe  the  est  lyne.    And  idle  the 
remenant  fixed,  out  of  the  sodiak,  ben 
deped  '  sterres  of  the  south ; '  but  I  s^ 
nat  that  theyarysen  alle  bysouthe  the 
est  lyne ;    witnesse    on  Aldeberan   and  » 
Algomeysa:    Generally  understond  this 
rewle,  that  thilke  sterres  that  ben  deped 
sterres  of  the  north  arysen  rather  than 
the  degree  of  hir  longitude,  and  alle  the 
sterres  of  the  south    arysen  after  the  25 
degree  of  hir  longitude ;  this  is  to  seyn, 
sterres  fixed  in  thyn  Astrolabie.     The 
mesure  of  this  longitude  of  sterres  is 
taken  in  the  lyne  eoliptik  of  hevene, 
under  which  lyne,  whan  that  the  sonne  30 
and  the  mone  ben  lyne-right  or  eUes  in 
the  superfice  of  this  lyne,  than  is  the 
edips  of  the  sonne  or  of  the  mone ;  as 
I  sbal  dedare,  and  eek  the  cause  why. 
But  sothly  the  Eoliptik   "Lyne   of  thy  35 
sodiak  is  the  outtereste  bordure  of  thy 
sodiak,  ther  the  degrees  ben  marked. 
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TbyZodiftk  of  thyn  Astrolabio  is  shapen 

^A  a  compaa  which  thai  oonteneih  a  Inrgo 

^Vinde,  aa   after  the  qnantite   of  thyn 

i^flknUne ;  in  enaample  that  the  aotliak 

bk  Wvene  ia  imasened  to  ben  a  sapcrfice 

eoateiuiic  <^  latitude  of  twelve  degrees, 

vbeiM  al  the  remenant  of  cercles  in  tbo 

45  k«T«iie  ben  inuqpned  verrey  lynee  with- 

QVte  eny  latitude.   Amiddca  this  colcstinl 

wiak  js  imagined  a  lyne,  which  that  is 

elepcd  the  Ecliptik  lyne,  nnder  which 

IjM  ii  crermo  the  wey  of  the  sonnc 

p  Tkoi  Len  ther  six  degrees  of  the  sodlak 

oi  that  oon  side  of  the  lyne,  and  six 

^tgnta  on  that  other.    This  sodiak  is 

derided  in  twelve  principal  devisionns, 

that  (leparten  the  twelve  sigiics.     And, 

55^tbestreitnes  of  thin  Astrolabio,  than 

ii  etviy  smal  devisinnn  in  a  signe  dc- 

ptitid  by  two  degrees  and  two ;  I  mene 

dcgiiu  eontening  sixty  minntos.     And 

tUi  foneide  hevenissh  sodiak  is  clepcd 

4>tba  Ceitle  of  the  Signes,  or  the  Cerclo 

^  the  Bestes ;    for  sodia  in  langage  of 

Gnek  inwnoth  *  bestes '  in  lintin  tongo  ; 

ud  in  the  eodiok  ben  the  twelve  signes 

that  ban  names  of  bestes ;  or  elles,  for 

9$  vhaa  the  aonno  entreth  in  any  of  the 

>>|BM|  he  taketh  the  propretee  of  swich 

^Ntts;  or  elles,  for  that  the  sterres  that 

Others  fixed  ben  disposed  in  signes  of 

Witfls,  or  shape  like  bestes;    or  elles, 

7»*W  the   planetes   ben    nn<lor    thilko 

■P«ii  they  canaen  ns  by  hir  influence 

"peiKiuuns  and  cffectcs  lyk  to  the  opcra- 

^'''vni  of  bestes.     And  nndcratonde  also, 

tW  «haa  an  hot  planete  cometh  in-to 

73  an  hoi  sifne,  than  encrcsseth  his  hcte  ; 


and  yif  a  planeto  \)o  cold,  thannc  amen- 
nseth  his  coldnease,  by-canso  of  the  bote 
signe.  And  by  this  conclusionn  maystow 
take  ensamplo  in  alio  tlie  si^cs,  be  they 
moist  or  drye,  or  moeblo  or  fix ;  rckcning  81) 
the  qualitee  of  the  planeto  as  I  flrjt 
seide.  And  overich  of  thine  twelve  signes 
hath  refspocto  to  a  ccrtoin  xxircello  of  the 
body  of  a  man  and  hath  it  in  governance ; 
as  Aries  hath  thj-n  hovod,  and  Tanms  thy  85 
nekke  and  thy  throto,  Oomini  thjTi 
armholcs  and  thyn  armcs,  and  so  forth  ; 
as  shal  l)o  shewed  more  yiloyn  in  the  fifto 
partie  of  this  tret  is.  This  z<Mliak,  which 
that  is  part  of  tlie  eiglito  spero,  over-  9<^ 
ker\'eth  the  cquinoxial ;  and  he  over- 
kor\''oth  him  again  in  ovone  i)artics ;  and 
that  on  half  declinoth  southward,  and 
that  other  northward,  as  plejTily  de- 
clareth  the  trotis  of  the  spero.  And  for  95 
more  dcclaracionn,  lo  hero  tliy  figure. 

22.  Thanne  hostow  a  label,  that  is 
schapen  lyk  a  rcwle,  save  that  it  is  streit 
and  hath  no  plates  on  either  endo  with 
holes ;  but,  with  the  smalo  i>oint  of  the 
forseide  label,  shaltow  calcule  thyne  5 
equaciouns  in  tlio  In^nlnro  of  thin  Astro- 
labic,  as  by  thyn  almnr>'.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  hero  thy  figure. 

23.  Thyn  Almury  is  doped  the  Denticle 
of  Capricome,  or  elles  the  Calculer.  This 
same  Almurj'  sit  fix  in  the  hood  of  Capri- 
come, and  it  sorv-oth  of  many  a  nocos- 
sario  conclusionn  in  equaciouns  of  t hinges,  5 
as  shal  bo  sliewcd ;  and  for  the  more 
declaracioun,  lo  hero  thy  figure. 

Here  endtth  the  deftcripciun  of  the 
Aiitrolabie. 


PART  II. 


">«t  BTOISSKX   THE   COVCLUSIOKS   OF 
THK    ASTBOLABIK. 

'•  ^^Jiftde  the  degree  in  which  the  mmne  is 

^  ^  day,  t^/ter  hir  court  a-boute. 

aeaaiie  and  knowe  which  is  the  day 

'■y  BMmthe ;    and  ley  thy  rewle  up 

_7  "ym  day;    and    thanne    wol  the 

'^"^  point  of  thy  rcwle  sittcn  in  the 


bortlure,  up-on  tho  degree  of  thy  sonnc.  5 
£n.sample  as  thus  ;  the  y<«or  of  onro  lord 
1391,  tlio  Ii  daj'  of  March  at  midday, 
I  woldo  knowe  the  di'greo  of  the  sonne. 
I  Bonghte  in  tho  bak-half  of  myn  Astro- 
labio, and  fond  tho  conrlo  of  the  <layofl,  10 
the  which  I  knowe  by  tho  names  of  tlio 
monthos  writon  under  the  same  cerclo. 
Tho  leido  I  my  rowlo  over  this  forseidu 
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d^jTi  ftnd  foiLd  the  point  nf  zEhj  r»«l9  in 
15  tho  lioHiiiro  op^on  t!i«  flnte  doirreo  of 
ArieiiT  *  litel  witb4n  tlie  Joignw  ;  ftnd 
tJina  knnwe  I  thifl  l^oncituioQn«  Amiilier 
tiA>%  1  woldu  knowe  the  d«g;r<^  «if  my 
sonti^,  luitl  Uua  v?na  at  midday  in  ttie 
>  J  I  !i  dny  »t  Porombro  j  1  fomi  tho  di^  of 
tli<^  nirmtlio  iu  mjinef  as  I  wide;  tbn 
Ipifl**  I  my  rewlo  n|w>ri  thia  foraeide  li 
iIa>',  find  ftjtid  tbo  iK)mt  of  my  rewle  in 
thf>  iHirduro  np-on  tba  ft  rat  degitm  of 
J5  Ciiiiricwmi!,  n  Kte  with-in  the  degree^ 
ttud  thati  Ucirtdi?  I  *pf  thiB  concimtioun  the 
i^\  ojqwriontie*  And  fttr  tho  more  4c*cJ.ai^ 
Holoun,  ]u  lii'tc  thy  iigtln>. 


Put  the  ring  of  thyn  AfltrolAhie  np-^m 
thy  right  thomnlwt  and  tnme  thy  lift 
iydp  a^yn  thn  light  of  the  »cm?io.  And 
rvmfffV  thy  rcwio  np  imd  diiiin,  til  thnt 

5  trl^fi  Jtl^emea  of  the  mtk^i>  $hjiiG  thori^h 
botbi;  holes  of  thy  rewlo.  Lfjko  thimne 
how  m^ny  dffiTPfis  thy  rewle  [a  ju-eie^fl 
frrv  the  litol  crois  ni>-on  thyn.  est  litje,  iMid 
Ink  I  her  th^  altitadt]  fif  thy  Aornio:.     And 

r<»  in  thifl  MLme  wyse  mnistow  Jtnowe  by 
iiltfhu*  tlio  mJtitudi?  *>f  tho  moiiOf  or  fif 


degree  of  thy  aanno  nr  M  mimy  tliiD^ 
kjuitema  ^f  he>^li1^  os  km*  thu  iihitnli 
of  tKc  jiTiiine  tak^^n  by  Ihy  riiwbi,  Irf  **r 
thy  hkbcd,  n}>-(^£i  the  tlfipreii  etf  tbi>  hiii^: 
tmd  tLwune  wed  lh«  potal  of  thj  If^Mit 
tlifen  in  tho  botilur*,  tip^Jm  thift  mtpj 
tyd  of  thfl  diiy,  EnsAm|di^  ac  rha< :  t^ 
yeer  <if  cjut?  lurd  Jint,  th«t  tj  dnjr  <rf 
If&rdb,  I  wold  knowv*  tlm  tjii  nf  tiuttlnjr. 
I  took  tlie  ^titfiilii  of  iny  tnmv,  tad  « 
fond  tbfit  it  iiaji  15  dcirnN?«  jLtid  vi  ^ 
minnt«fl  of  hej^ht«  ija  thv  b'jnlnfvi'iiiitbi 
bak-syde,  Tho  tan]<Ml<;  J  mjn  Aatroli* 
bisi  »nd  hy-cantfe  thAt  it  in^ut  tifiint 
midilaji,  I  tnmedo  my  riet^  lu^t!  »-«<  ti*JJ 
dpifroe  *J*  th<5  s*:*iini\  tbiit  ii  Ut  m^n,  t!i# 
I  d«gr^  (if  Ajri*«,  on  thm  right  fjrdi  <rf 
myn  Aetivilahi^  np-on  th**  J5  4ifnptf  ^ 
AT)d  3tJ  of  mmnt^  of  h<»ywht<  mnonit  nn 
Almikimtprn^  -  tho  leJile  I  toy  hkhtl  11^ 
th<*  de^cw  of  my  !»»ftna,  ttnd  fit»*l  li* 
isnyntrt  ifftny  l»bfl  in  the  bnrdiu^  «M^ 
tt  cJ^pital  iettiw  that  ta  dfipci4  i^n  X ;  i^ 
rekcned  I  allfl  tht\  ftApitAll**  liMM  ft* 
the  lyne  tif  tnidntiarht  ixn^to  UiM  fmadii* 
lettrc  X,  and  fond  tbjht  k%  wu  1/  n<  tbi 
t-lr^kke  *if  the  day.  Tbo  l^ke*!  I  dT"« 
nj>-ppn  thf"  est  i"*fi&>rite,  And  fujij  th^ 
the    j(t   d<»(rrt'e    tti    <i(>tininid    jis^^miiDi; 
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WM  pAssed  fS  of  the  clokke  the  space  of 
-|  2  degrees.  Tho  loked  I  doan  up-on  myn 
est  orisonte,  and  fond  ther  f  23  degrees  of 

^  Libra  assending,  whom  I  tok  for  myn 
assendent ;  and  thus  lemed  I  to  knowe 
ones  for  ever  in  which  manere  I  shnld 
come  to  the  hoare  of  the  night  and  to 
myn  aasendent ;   as  verr^ly  as  may  be 

70  taken  by  so  smal  an  instrument.  Bat 
natheles,  in  general,  wolde  I  wame  thee 
for  evere,  ne  mak  thee  nevere  bold  to 
hare  take  a  jnst  ascendent  by  th3m 
Astrolabie,  or  elles  to  have  set  justly 

75  a  clokke,  whan  any  celestial  body  by 
which  that  thow  wenest  goveme  thilke 
thinges  ben  ney  the  south  l3me  ;  for  trust 
wel,  whan  that  the  Sonne  is  ney  the 
meridional  lyno,  the  degree  of  the  sonne 

^  renneth  so  longe  consentrik  upK>n  the 
almikanteras,  that  sothly  thou  shalt  erre 
fro  the  just  assendent.  The  same  con- 
clnsioun  sey  I  by  the  centre  of  any  sterre 
fix  by  night ;  and  more-over,  by  experi- 

X5  ence,  I  wot  wel  that  in  oure  orisonte, 
from  1 1  of  the  clokke  un-to  oon  of  the 
clokke,  in  taking  of  a  just  assendent  in 
a  portatif  Astrolabie,  hit  is  to  hard  to 
knowe.     I  mene,  from  1 1  of  the  clokke 

cyD  biforn  the  houre  of  noon  til  oon  of  the 
clokke  next  folwing.  And  for  the  more 
declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

4.   Special  declaracion  of  i\6  astendent 

The  assendent  sothly,  as  wel  in  alle 
nativites  as  in  questiouns  and  elecciouns 
f»f  tymes,  is  a  thing  which  that  thise 
astrologiens  gretly  observen  ;  wher-fore 
5  me  aemeth  convenient,  sin  that  I  speke 
of  the  assendent,  to  make  of  it  special 
declaracioun.  The  assendent  sothly,  to 
take  it  at  the  largeste,  is  thilke  degree 
that  assendeth  at  any  of  thise  forseide 

lu  tymes  upon  the  est  orisonte ;  and  there- 
for, yif  that  any  planet  assende  at  that 
same  tyme  in  thilke  for-seide  -j-degree  of 
his  longitude,  men  aeyn  that  thilke 
planete  is  in  horotcopo.     But  sothly,  the 

f5  hons  of  the  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
the  firste  hous  or  the  est  angle,  is  a  thing 
more  brood  and  large.  For  after  the 
■tatatz  of  astrologiens,  what  celestial  body 


that  is  5  degres  above  thilk  degree  that 
assendeth,  or  with-in  that  noumbre,  that  20 
is  to  seyn,  nere  the  degree  that  assendeth, 
yit  rikne  they  thilke  planet  in  the  as- 
sendent.   And  whot  planete  that  is  under 
thilke  degree  that  as^iendith  the  space 
of  "^2$  degrees,  yit  seyn  they  that  thilke  25 
planete  is  lyk  to  him  that  is  in  the  hous 
of  the  assendent ;  but  sothly,  yif  he  passe 
the  bondes  of  thise  forseide  spaces,  above 
or  bynethe,  they  seyn  that  the  planete  is 
fading  fro  the  assendent.    Yit  sein  thise  3" 
astrologiens,  that  the  assendent,  and  eke 
the  lord  of  the  assendent,  may  be  shapen 
for  to  be  fortunat  or  infortunat,  as  thus  : 
a  fortunat  assendent  clepen  they  whan 
that  no  wikkid  planete,  as  Satume  or  35 
Mars,  or  elles  the  Tail  of  the  Dragoun, 
is  in  the  hous  of  the  assendent,  ne  that 
no  wikked  planete  have  non  aspecte  of 
enemite  up-on  the  assendent ;  but  they 
wol    caste    that   they  have   a   fortunat  40 
planete  in  hir  assendent  and  yit  in  his 
felicitee,  and  than  sey  they  that  it  is  wel. 
Forther-over,  they  seyn  that  the  infor- 
tuning  of  an  assendent  is  the  contrarie 
of  thise  forseide  thinges     The  lord  of  45 
the  assendent.  sey  they,  that  he  is  for- 
tunat, whan  he  is  in  good  place  fro  the 
assendent  as  in  angle ;  or  in  a  succedcnt, 
where-as  he  is  in  his  dignitee  and  con- 
forted  with  frendly  aspectes  of  planetes  ^ 
and  wel  resceived,  and  eek  that  he  may 
seen  the  assendent.  and  that  he  be  nat 
retrograd  ne  combust,  ne  joigned  with 
no  shrewe  in  the  same  signe  ;  ne  that  he 
be  nat  in  his  descencioun.  ne  joigned  with  55 
no  planete  in  his  discencioun,  ne  have 
up-on  him  non  aspecte  infortunat ;  and 
than  sey  they  that  he  is  weL    Natheles, 
thise  ben  observauncez  of  judicial  matiere 
and  rytes  of  payens,  in  which  my  spirit  60 
ne  hath  no  feith,  ne  no  knowing  of  hir 
horo9Copnm;   for   they  seyn  that  every 
signe  is  departed  in  3  evene  parties  by 
10  degrees,  and  thilke  porcionn  they  clepe 
a  Face.    And  al-thogh  that  a  planete  65 
have  a  latitude  fro  the  ecliptik,  yit  sey 
some  folk,  so  that  the  planete  arsrse  in 
that  same  signe  with  any  degree  of  the 
forseide  face  in  which  his  longitude  is 


404 


Zii  MsttotcAt :  (patt  n. 


70  rekned,  that  jrit  is  the  planete  in  horo- 
$copOy  bo  it  in  nativite  or  in  eleccioon,  &o. 
And  for  the  more  declaracioon,  lo  here 
the  fi(^ure. 

6.  To  knotoe  the  verrey  equacioun  of  the 

degree  o/the  tonne^  yif  tobe  that  UfaUe 

bjf-4wixe  thyn  AlnUkanteroM. 

For  as  moche  as  the  ahnikanteras  in 

th5m  Astrolabio  been  compouned  by  two 

and  two,  where-as  some  almikanteras  in 

sondry  Astrolabies    ben   compouned  by 

5  oon  and  oon,  or  elles  by  two  and  two, 

it  is  necessarie  to  thy  lemin^  to  teche 

thee  first  to  knowe  and  worke  with  th3m 

owne  instrument.     Wher-for,  whan  that 

the  degree  of  thy  sonne  falleth  by-twixe 

to  two  almikanteras,  or  elles  yif  thyn  almi- 
kanteras ben  graven  with  over  grot 
a  point  of  a  compas,  (for  bothe  thiso 
thinges  may  causen  errour  as  wel  in 
knowing  of  the  tyd  of  the  day  as  of  the 

15  verrey  assendent),  thou  most  werken 
in  this  wyse.  Set  the  degree  of  thy 
Sonne  up-on  the  heyer  almikanteras 
of  bothe,  and  waite  wel  wher  as  thin 
almury  toucheth  the  bordure,  and  set 

ao  ther  a  prikko  of  inke.  Set  doun 
agayn  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-on 
the  nethere  almikanteras  of  bothe,  and 
set  ther  another  prikke.  Bemewe  thanne 
th3m  almury  in  the  bordure  evene  amid- 

25  des  bothe  prikkes,  and  this  wol  lede 
justly  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  to  sitte 
by-twixe  bothe  almikanteras  in  his  right 
place.  Ley  thanne  thy  label  over  the 
degree  of  thy  sonne;    and  find  in  the 

30  bordure  the  verrey  tyde  of  the  day  or  of 
the  night.  And  as  verreyly  shaltow 
finde  up-on  thyn  est  orisonte  thyn  assen- 
dent. And  for  more  declaraoioun,  lo 
here  thy  figure. 

6.  To  Tcnowe  the  spring  of  ike  dawing  and 
the  ende  cf  the  evening^  the  which  ben 
called  the  two  crepuaculit: 
Set  the  nadir  of  thy  sonne  up-on  18 
degrees  of  heighte  among  thyn  almikan- 
teras on  the  west  ^yde,  and  ley  thy  label 
on  the  degree  of  thy  sonne,  and  thanne 
5  shal  the  po3mt  of  thy  label  schewe  the 
spring  of  day.    Also  set  the  nadir  of  thy 


Sonne  up-on  18  degrees  of  heighte  a-mong 
thjm  almikanteras  on  the  est  side,  and 
ley  over  thy  label  up-on  the  degree  of  the 
sonne,  and  with  the  point  of  thy  label  w 
find  in  the  bordure  the  ende  of  the 
evening,  that  is,  verrey  night.  The  niulir 
of  the  Sonne  is  thilke  degree  that  ia 
opposit  to  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  in  the 
leventhe  signe,  as  thus :  every  degree  15 
of  Aries  1^  ordre  is  nadir  to  every  degree 
of  Libra  by  ordre ;  and  Taurus  to  Scor- 
pion; Gemini  to  Sagittare;  Cancer  to 
Capricome ;  Leo  to  Aquarie ;  Virgo  to 
Pisces ;  and  yif  any  degree  in  thy  sodiak  20 
be  dirk,  his  nadir  shal  declare  him.  And 
for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

7.  7b  knowe  the  arch  of  the  day^  that  $nmi 

folk  caUen  the  day  artificials  from  the 

Sonne  arysing  tU  hit  go  to  resle. 

Set  the  degree  of  thy  sonne  up-on  thyn 
est  orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  on  the 
degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the  poynt 
of  thy  label  in  the  bordure  set  a  prikke. 
Turn  thanne  thy  net  aboute  til  the  5 
degree  of  the  sonne  sit  up-on  the  west 
orisonte,  and  ley  thy  label  up-on  the 
same  degree  of  the  sonne,  and  at  the 
point  of  thy  label  set  a-nother  prikke. 
Bekne  thanne  the  quantitee  of  tyme  in  fo 
the  bordure  by-twixe  bothe  prikkes,  and 
tak  ther  thyn  ark  of  the  day.  The  reme- 
nant  of  the  bordure  under  the  orisonte  is 
the  ark  of  the  night.  Thus  maistow 
rekne  bothe  arches,  or  eveiy  porcion,  15 
of  whether  that  thee  lyketh.  And  by 
this  manere  of  wyrking  maistow  see  how 
longe  that  any  sterre  fix  dwelleth  arbove 
the  erthe,  fro  tyme  that  he  lyseth  til  he 
go  to  reste.  But  the  day  natural,  that  » 
is  to  seyn  24  houres,  is  the  revolucionn  of 
the  equinoxial  with  as  moche  partie  of 
the  Eodiak  as  the  sonne  of  his  propre 
moevinge  passeth  in  the  mene  whyle. 
And  for  the  more  dedaraoioun,  lo  here  25 
thy  figure. 

a  To  turn  the  houres  in-equates  in  hourtf 
equales. 

Knowe  the  nombre  of  the  degrees  in 
the  houres  in-equales,  and  departe  hem 
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by  15,  and  tak  ther  thyn  honres  equales. 
And  for  the  more  deolAraoioim,  lo  here 
5  thy  figure. 

9.  To  knowe  the  quantUee  of  iht  day  vul- 

garty  that  U  to  teyen^  fnmt  spring  q/  the 

day  un'4o  verrey  night 

Know  the  qoantitee  of  thy  crepoflonliB, 

as  I  have  tanght  in  the  ohapitre  bi-fom, 

and  adde  hem  to  the  arch  of  thy  day 

artificial ;  and  tak  ther  the  sitace  of  alle 

5  the  hole  day  vulgar,  on-to  verrey  night. 

The  same   manere    maystow  worke,  to 

knowe  the  qnantitee  of  the  vulgar  night. 

And  for  the  more  dedaraoioun,  lo  here 

the  figure. 

10.  To  knoioe  the  qyanHte  of  howru 
inequalea  by  day. 
Understond  wel,  that  tluse  houres  in- 
equalea ben  cleped  houres  of  planetes, 
and  underston'd  wel  that  som-tyme  ben 
they  lengere  by  day  than  by  night,  and 

5  som-tyme  the  contrarie.  But  understond 
wel,  that  evermo,  generaly,  the  hour  in- 
equal  of  the  day  with  the  houre  in-equal 
of  the  night  contenen  30  degrees  of  the 
bordure,     whiche    bordure    is    ever-mo 

10  answering  to  the  degrees  of  the  equi- 
nozial ;  wher-for  departe  the  arch  of  the 
day  artificial  in  12,  and  tak  ther  the 
qnantitee  of  the  houre  in-equal  by  day. 
And  yif  thow  abate  the  quantitee  of  the 

15  houre  in-equal  by  daye  out  of  30,  than 
shal  the  remenant  that  leveth  performe 
the  houre  inequal  by  night.  And  for 
the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the  figure. 

11.  To  knowe  the  qttajitiU  of  houre$  equales. 
The  quantitee  of  houres  equales,  that 
is  to  seyn,  the  houres  of  the  dokke,  ben 
departed  by  15  degrees  al-redy  in   the 
bordure  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  wel  by 
5  night    as    by    di^,  generaly  for   evere. 
What  nedeth  more  declaracioun  ?  Wher- 
for,  whan  thee  list  to  know  how  manye 
houres  of  the  clokke  ben  passed,  or  any 
part  of  any  of  thise  honres  that  ben 
JO  pnMcd,  or  elles    how  many  houres   or 
pATtie  of  honres  ben  to  come,  fro  swich 
a  tyme  to  swich  a  tyme,  by  day  or  by 
nigrbte,  kno^e  the  degree  of  thy  sonne, 


and  ley  thy  label  on  it ;  tume  thy  riet 
aboute  joyntly  with  thy  label,  and  with  15 
the  point  of  it  rekne  in  the  bordure  fro 
the  sonne  axyse  un-to  the  same  place 
ther  thou  desirest,  by  day  as  hy  nighte. 
This  oondusioun  wol  I  declare  in  the 
laste  ohapitre  of  the  4  partie  of  this  tretis  ao 
BO  openly,  that  ther  shal  lakke  no  worde 
that  nedeth  to  the  declaracioun.  And 
for  the  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  the 
figure. 

12.  Special  declaracioun  of  the  houres 
of  planetes. 

Understond  wel,  that  evere-mo,  fro  the 
aiysing  of  the  sonne  til  it  go  to  rests,  the 
nadir  of  the  sonne  shal  shewe  the  houro 
of  the  planete,  and  fro  that  tyme  forward 
al  the  night  til  the  sonne  aryse ;  than  5 
shal  the  verrey  degree  of  the  sonne  shewe 
the  houre  of  the  planete.  Ensamplo  as 
thus.  The  13  day  of  March  fil  up-on  a 
Saterday  per  aventure,  and,  at  the  aris- 
ing of  the  sonne,  I  fond  the  secounde  10 
degree  of  Aries  sitting  up-on  myn  est 
orisonte,  ol-be-it  that  it  was  but  lite ; 
than  fond  I  the  a  degree  of  Libra,  nadir 
of  my  Sonne,  dessending  on  my  west 
orisonte,  up-on  which  west  orisonte  every  15 
day  generally,  at  the  sonne  ariste,  entreth 
the  houre  of  any  planete,  after  which 
planete  the  day  bereth  his  name ;  and 
endeth  in  the  nexte  stryk  of  the  plate 
!  under  the  forseide  west  orisonte ;  and  ao 
evere,  as  the  sonne  dimbeth  uppere  and 
uppere,  so  goth  his  nadir  dounero  and 
dounere,  teching  by  swich  strykes  the 
houres  of  planetes  by  ordre  as  they  sitten 
in  the  hevene.  The  first  houre  ineqtial  2$ 
of  every  Satterday  is  to  Satume ;  and 
the  secounde,  to  Jupiter ;  the  3,  to  Mars ; 
the  4,  to  the  Sonne ;  the  5,  to  Venus ;  the 
6,  to  Mercurius ;  the  7,  to  the  Mone  ;  and 
thanne  agayn,  the  8  is  to  Satume ;  the  9,  30 
to  Jupiter;  the  10,  to  Mars;  the  it,  to 
the  Sonne;  the  la,  to  Venus;  and  now 
is  my  Sonne  gon  to  rests  as  for  that 
Setterday.  Thanne  sheweth  the  verrey 
degree  of  the  sonne  the  houre  of  Mercuric  35 
entring  under  my  west  orisonte  at  eve ; 
and  next  him  snocedeth  the  Mone ;  and  so 
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forth  by  ordre,  planete  after  planete,  in 
kotire  after  hoare,  al  the  night  longe  til  the 

4«>  Sonne  aryse.  Now  ryseth  the  tonne  that 
Sonday  by  the  morwe ;  and  the  nadir  of 
the  Sonne,  np-on  the  west  orizonte, 
sheweth  me  the  entring  of  th«  honre  of 
the  forseide  sonne.    And  in  this  maner 

45  iuooedeth  phinete  nnder  planete,  fro 
Satnme  nn-to  the  Mone,  and  fro  the 
Mone  np  a-gayn  to  Satome,  honre  after 
houre  generaly.  And  thus  kn6we  I  this 
condnsioon.     And  for  the  more  deolara- 

50  cioon,  lo  here  the  figore. 

18.  To  kmwe  the  alUtude  of  ihit  mmne  in 
middes  of  the  day,  that  i$  deped  the 
aUUttde  meridian. 

Set  the  degree  of  the  sonne  tip-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikene  how  many 
degrees  of  almikanteras  ben  by-twixe 
thyn  est  orisonte  and  the  degree  of  the 
5  sonne.  And  tak  ther  thyn  altitude 
meridian ;  this  is  to  se3me,  the  heyest  of 
the  sonne  as  for  that  day.  So  maystow 
knowe  in  the  same  lyne,  the  heyest 
QOTXTB  that  any  sterre  fix  cllmbeth  by 
10  night ;  this  is  to  sejoi,  that  whan  any 
sterre  fix  is  passed  the  lyne  meridional, 
than  by-ginneth  it  to  descends,  and  so 
doth  the  sonne.  And  for  the  more 
declaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figore. 

14.  To  knowe  the  degree  of  the  $onne  by 
thy  riety  for  a  maner  curiotiteey  dc 

Sek  bysily  with  thy  rewie  the  heyest 
of  the  Sonne  in  midde  of  the  day ;  tnme 
thanne  thyn  Astrolabie,  and  with  a 
prikke  of  ink  marke  the  nombre  of  that 
5  same  altitnde  in  the  lyne  meridionaL 
Tume  thanne  thy  riet  abonte  til  thon 
f3mde  a  degree  of  thy  zodiak  acording 
with  the  prikke,  this  is  to  seyn,  sittinge 
on  the  prikke ;  and  in  sooth,  thou  shalt 

10  finde  but  two  degrees  in  al  the  Eodiak 
of  that  condicioun ;  and  yit  thilke  two 
degrees  ben  in  diverse  signed;  than 
maistow  lightly  by  the  sesonn  of  the  yere 
knowe  the  signe  in  whiche  that  is  the 

15  sonne.  And  for  the  more  declaracionn, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 


16.  To  know  wTUch  day  ie  lyk  to  which  day 
aeoflenffthey  dc 
lioke  whiche  degrees  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro 
the  hevedes  of  Cancer  and  Caprioorn; 
and  lok,  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  of 
thilke  degrees,  than  ben  the  dayes  y-lyke 
of  lengthe.  This  is  to  Bejm,  that  as  long  5 
is  that  day  in  that  monthe,  as  was  gwich 
a  day  in  swich  a  month ;  ther  varieth 
but  lite.  Also,  yif  thou  take  two  dayes 
naturaly  in  the  yeer  y-lyke  fer  fro  eyther 
pointe  of  the  equinoxial  in  the  opposit  w 
parties,  than  as  long  is  the  day  artificial 
of  that  on  day  as  is  the  night  of  that 
othere,  and  the  contrarie.  And  for  the 
more  declaracionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

16.  This  chapitre  i$  a  maner  dedaradomn 

to  ccnclusiounK  thatfolwen. 
Understond  wel   that    tlvy  eodiak  is 
departid  in  two  halfe  cercles,  as  fro  the 
heved  of  Capricome  un-to  the  heved  of 
Cancer ;  and  agajruward  fro  the  heved  oi 
Cancer  un-to  the  heved  of  Capricome.  5 
The  heved  of  Capricome  is  the  lowest 
point,  wher-as  the  sonne  goth  in  winter ; 
and  the  heved  of  Cancer  is  the  heyest 
point,  in  whiche  the  sonne  goth  in  somer. 
And  ther-for  understond  wel,  that  any  •<> 
two  degrees  that  ben  y-lyke  fer  fro  any 
of   thise  two  hevedes,   truste  wel  that 
thilke  two  degrees  ben  of  y-lyke  decli- 
nacioun,  be  it  southward  or  northward ; 
and  the   dayes  of  hem   ben  y-lyke  of  15 
lengthe,  and  the  nightes  also;  and  the 
shadwes  y-lyke,  and  the  altitudes  y-lyke 
at   midday    for    evere.     And   for  niore 
deolaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

17.  To  knowe  the  verrey  degree  of  o*v 
maner  sterre  straunge  or  tmstraunge  aJUr 
his  longitude^  though  he  be  indetenmMt 
in  thyn  Astrolabie  ;  sothly  to  the  trowtkt, 
thus  he  shal  be  knowe, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  this  sterre  whan  he 
is  on  the  est  side  of  the  lyne  meridional 
as  ney  as  thou  mayst  gesse;  and  tak 
an  assendent  a-non  right  by  som  maner 
sterre  fix  which  that  thou  knowest ;  and  5 
for-get  nat  the  altitude  of  the  firste  sterre, 
ne  thyn  assendent.  And  whan  that  ^1^ 
is  don,  espye  diligently  whan  thii  1 
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flrste  sterre  paAseth  any-thing  the  south 

10  westward,  and  hath  him  a-non  right  in 
the  same  noomhre  of  altitade  on  the 
west  side  of  this  lyne  meridional  as  he 
was  caught  on  the  est  side ;  and  tak 
a  newe  assendent  arnon  right  by  som 

15  maner  sterre  fixe  which  that  thou  know- 
est;  and  for-get  nat  this  seconnde  as- 
sendent. And  whan  that  this  is  don, 
rikne  thanne  how  manye  degrees  hen 
by-twixe   the   firste  assendent  and  the 

x>  seconde  assendent,  and  rikne  wel  the 
middel  degree  by-t  wene  bothe  assendentes, 
and  set  thilke  middel  degree  np-on  thin 
est  orisonte;  and  waite  thanne  what 
degree  that   sit  up-on   the    lyne  meri- 

25  dional,  and  tak  ther  the  verrey  degree 
of  the  ecliptik  in  which  the  sterre  stond- 
eth  for  the  tyme.  For  in  the  ecliptik 
is  the  longitude  of  a  celestial  body 
rekened,  evene  fro  the  heved  of  Aries 

30  un-to  the  ende  of  Pisces.  And  his  latitude 
is  rikned  after  the  qnantitee  of  his  decli- 
nacion,  north  or  south  to-warde  the 
poles  of  this  world ;  as  thua  Yif  it  be 
of  the  Sonne  or  of  any  fix  sterre,  rekene 

35  his  latitude  or  his  declinacioun  fro  the 
equinoxial  cercle ;  and  yif  it  be  of  a 
planete,  rekne  than  the  quantitee  of  his 
latitude  fro  the  ecliptik  lyne.  Al-be-it 
so  that  fro  the  equinoxial  may  the  decli- 

40  nacion  or  the  latitude  of  any  body  celes- 
tial be  rikned,  after  the  site  north  or 
south,  and  after  the  quantitee  of  his  de- 
dinacion.  And  right  so  may  the  latitude 
or  the  dedinacion  of  any  body  celestial, 

45  save  only  of  the  sonne,  after  his  site 
north  or  south,  and  after  the  quantitee 
of  his  declinacioun,  be  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik  lyne ;  fro  which  lyne  alia  planetes 
som  tyme  declynen  north  or  south,  save 

50  only  the  for-seide  sonne.  And  for  the 
more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

18.  To  knowe  the  degrees  of  the  longitudes 
of  fixe  tterree  after  that  they  ben  deter- 
mimU  in  thin  Adrolabie,  yif  90  be  that 
they  ben  trewty  aeU 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  tak  keep  of  thy 
ssodiak,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any  signe 


that  sit  on  the  same  lyne  meridional  at 
that  same  tyme,  and  tak  the  degree  in  5 
which  the  sterre  standeth  ;  and  with 
that  same  degree  comth  that  same  sterre 
un-to  that  same  lyne  fro  the  orisonte. 
And  for  more  declaracioun,  lo  here  thy 
figure.  lu 

19.  To  knowetoilh  which  degree  cf  the  zodiak 
any  sterre  fixe  in  thyn  Astrolabie  aryseth 
up-on  the  est  orisonte^  al-4hogh  his  dwell- 
ing be  in  CMiother  eigne. 

Set  the  centre  of  the  sterre  up-on  the 
est  orisonte,  and  loke  what  degree  of  any 
signe  that  sit  up-on  the  same  orisonte  at 
that  same  tyme.  And  understond  wel, 
that  with  that  same  degree  aryseth  that  5 
same  sterre;  and  this merveyllous  arysing 
with  a  strange  degree  in  another  signe 
is  by-cause  that  the  latitude  of  the  sterre 
fix  is  either  north  or  south  fro  the  equi- 
noxiaL  But  sothly,  the  latitudes  of  i<> 
planetes  ben  comunly  rekned  fro  the 
ecliptik,  bi-cause  that  non  of  hem  de- 
clineth  but  fewe  degrees  out  fro  the  brede 
of  the  sodiak.  And  tak  good  keep  of 
this  chapitre  of  arysing  of  the  o«lestial  15 
bodies ;  for  truste  wel,  that  nejrther  mone 
ne  sterre  as  in  oure  embelif  orisonte 
aryseth  with  that  same  degree  of  his 
longitude,  save  in  00  cas;  and  that  is, 
whan  they  have  no  latitude  fro  the  ^o 
ecliptik  lyne.  But  natheles,  som  tyme 
is  everiche  of  thise  planetes  under  the 
same  lyne.  And  for  more  declaracioun, 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

20.  To  knowethe  declinacioun  of  any  degree 
in  the  zodiakfro  the  equinoxuU  cerde^  dr. 

Set  the  degree  of  any  signe  up-on  the 
lyne  meridional,  and  rikne  his  altitude 
in  almikanteras  fro  the  est  orizonte  up 
to  the  same  degree  set  in  the  forseide 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a  prikke.  Tume  up  5 
thanne  thy  riet,  and  set  the  heved  of 
Aries  or  Libra  in  the  same  meridional 
lyne,  and  set  ther  a-nother  prikke.  And 
whan  that  this  is  don,  oonsidere  the 
altitudes  of  hem  bothe ;  for  sothly  the  10 
<lifference  of  thilke  altitudes  is  the  decli- 
nacion  of  thilke  degree  fro  the  equinoxial. 
And  yif  so  be  that  thilke  degree  be  north- 
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ward  fro  the  eqainoxia!,    than    is    his 
15  deolinacion  north  ;  ylf  it  be  sonthward, 
than  is  it   south.    And    for   the    more 
dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  fignre. 

21.  7b  knotoe  for  what  latitude  in  any 
reffioun  the  almika»Ueraa  of  any  table 
ben  compouned, 

Bikne  how  manye  degrees  of  almikan- 
teras,  in  the  meridional  lyne,  be  fro  the 
cercle  equinoxial  nn-to  the  senith  ;  or 
olles  fro  the  pool  artik  nn-to  the  north 
5  orisonte ;  and  for  so  gret  a  latitude  or  for 
so  smal  a  latitude  is  the  table  oomponned. 
And  for  more  dedaracion,  lo  here  thy 
figure. 

22.  To  knowe  in  epedal  the  latUude  qf 
cure  countray^  I  mene  <\fter  the  latitude 
o/Oxef^ord^  and  the  heighte  cfourepol. 
Understond  wel,  that  as  fer  is  the  heved 

of  Aries  or  libra  in  the  equinoxial  from 
oure  orisonte  as  is  the  senith  from  the  pole 
artik ;  and  as  hey  is  the  pol  artik  fro  the 
5  orisonte,  as  the  equinoxial  is  fer  fro  the 
senith.  I  prove  it  thus  by  the  latitude 
of  Oxenford.  Understond  wel,  that  the 
heyghte  of  oure  pool  artik  fro  oure  north 
orisonte  is  51  degrees  and  50  minutes ; 

ID  than  is  the  senith  from  oure  pool  artik 
38  degrees  and  10  minutes ;  than  is  the 
equinoxial  from  oure  senith  51  degrees 
and  50  minutes ;  than  is  oure  south 
orisonte  from  oure  equinoxial  38  degrees 

15  and  10  minutes.  Understond  wel  this 
rekning.  Also  for-get  nat  that  the  senith 
is  90  degrees  of  heyghte  fro  the  orisonte, 
and  oure  equinoxial  is  90  degrees  from 
oure  pool  artik.     Also  this  shorte  rewle 

so  is  soth,  that  the  latitude  of  any  place  in 

a  regioun  is  the  distance  fro  the  senith 

unto   the    equinoxial      And    for    more 

dedaracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

28.  To  prove  evidently  the  latitude  of  any 

place  in  a  regioun^  by  the  preve  of  the 

heyghte  of  the  pel  artik  in  that  same 

place. 

In  some  winters  night,  whan  the  fir- 
mament isclere  and  thikke-sterred,  waite 
a  tyme  til  that  any  sterre  fix  sit  lyne-right 
perpendiculer    over  the  pol  artik,   and 
5  depe  that  sterre  A.    And  wayte  a-nother 


sterre  that  sit  lyne-right  under  A,  and 
under  the  pol,  and  depe  that  sterre  F. 
And  understond  wel,  that  F  is  nat  con- 
sidered but  only  to  declare  that  A  nt 
erene  overe  the  pooL  Tak  thanne  a-non  10 
right  the  altitude  of  A  from,  the  orisonte, 
and  forget  it  nat  Lat  A  and  F  go  fiarwel 
til  agayns  the  dawening  a  gret  whyle; 
and  come  thanne  agayn,  and  abyd  til 
that  A  is  evene  under  the  pol  and  under  15 
F ;  for  sothly,  than  wol  F  sitte  oyer  the 
pool,  and  A  wol  sitte  under  the  pool 
Tak  than  eft-sones  the  altitude  of  A  from 
the  orisonte,  and  note  as  wd  bis  secoonde 
altitude  as  kis  flrste  altitude  ;  and  wbsn  so 
that  this  is  don,  rikne  how  manye  degrees 
that  the  flrste  altitude  of  A  exoedeth 
his  seoonde  altitude,  and  tak  half  tliilke 
pordoun  that  is  exoeded,  and  adde  it  to 
his  seconde  altitude ;  and  tak  ther  the  '5 
devadoun  of  thy  pool,  and  eke  the 
latitude  of  thy  regioun.  For  thise  two 
ben  of  a  nombre;  this  is  to  seyn,  sf 
many  degrees  as  thy  pool  is  devat,  so 
michd  is  the  latitude  of  the  regioun.  3  * 
Ensample  as  thus :  par  aventure,  the 
altitude  of  A  in  the  evening  is  56  degrees 
of  heyghte.  Than  wol  his  seconde  altitude 
or  the  da  wing  be  48  ;  that  is  8  lasse  than 
56,  that  was  his  flrste  altitude  at  even.  35 
Take  thanne  the  half  of  8,  and  adde  it  to 
48,  that  was  his  seconde  altitude,  and 
than  hastow  52.  Now  hastow  the  heyghte 
of  thy  pol,  and  the  latitude  of  the  regioun. 
But  understond  wel,  that  to  prove  this  4^ 
conclusioun  and  many  a-nother  fair  con- 
olusioun,  thou  most  have  a  plomet  hang- 
ing on  a  lyne  heyer  than  thin  heved 
on  a  perche ;  and  thilke  lyne  mot 
hange  evene  perpendiculer  by-twixe  the  45 
pool  and  thyn  eye  ;  and  thanne  shahow 
seen  jdf  A  sitte  evene  over  the  pod  and 
over  F  at  evene ;  and  also  yif  F  sitte 
evene  over  the  pool  and  over  A  or  d^. 
And  for  more  dedaradon,  lo  here  thy  5> 
figure. 

24.  Another  dmdueioun  to  prove  theheyghle 
ofthepool  artik  fro  the  orieomte, 

Tak  any  sterre  flxe  that  nevere  dis- 
sendeth  under  the  orisonte    in    thilke 
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n^fmk^  md  ooiiiiid«re  his  h^yeit  altitnde 
ud  hifl  lowest  altitnde  fro  the  orisonte ; 
5  and  make  a  nombre  of  bothe  thise  alti- 
tsdei  Tak  thanne  and  abate  half  that 
BomlnVf  and  tak  ther  the  elevacioon  of 
tke  pol  artik  in  that  same  regionn.  And 
fcr  more  dedaracioan,  lo  here  thy  figore. 

SS.  A-motker  amclusioun  to  prove  the 
latitude  of  the  regioun^  <fc. 

rndentond  wel  that  the  latitude  of 

Oj  plaee  in  a  r«gioan  is  verreyly  the 

9te«  Vy-twize  the  senith  of  hem  that 

ivellen  there  and  the  eqninoxial  cerklo, 

Siofth  or  soathe,  taking  the  mesare  in 

tke  meridional  lyne,  as  sheweth  in  the 

•fanikanteras  of  thyn  Astn>labie.     And 

ftiike  space  is  as  xnoche  as  the  pool  artik 

iilicy  in  the  same  place  fro  the  orisonte. 

**ABd  than  is  the  depressionn  of  the  pol 

iBtsrtik,  that  is  to  se3m,  than  is  the  ik>1 

tttaitik  by-netho  the  orisont«,  the  same 

luntite  of  space,  neither  more  no  Lisse. 

Ibuine,  yif  thow  desire  to  knowe  this 

QhtitiHie  of  the  regionn,  tak  tlie  altitnde 

^  the  Sonne  in  the  middel  of  the  day, 

^n  the   Sonne  is  in  the  hovedes  of 

Ariel  or  of  I^bra ;  (for  tlianno  moeveth 

Um  lonnG  in  the  lyne  equinoxial) ;  and 

feaUte  the  nombre  of  that  same  sonucs 

■kitndle  out   of  90,   and  thanne  is  the 

ROMiiaant  of  the  noambre  that  levutli 

tke  Istitnde  of  the  regioun.     As  thus : 

I  iQppose  that  the  sonne  is  thilke  day 

4tt  noon  38  degrees  and    10  minutes  of 

k^te.   Abate  thanne  tliisc  df^grces  and 

Bunotcs  out  of  90;    so  levc'th  there  51 

difrees   and    50  minutes,  the  latitude. 

Ilpy  nat  this  but  for  cnsamplo ;  for  >vcl 

|o  I  wuC  the  latitude  of  Oxcnforde  is  certein 

Binntes  lasse,  as  I  mighte  prove.    Now 

jif  so  be  that  thee  semoth  to  long  a  tary- 

inge.  to  abyile  til  that  the  soime  bo  in 

the  hevedes  of  Aries  or  of  Libra,  thanne 

r  vaite  whan  the  sonne  is  in  any  other 

degree  of  the  zo<liak,  and  c<msidore  the 

degree  of  his  dcclinacion  fro  the  oqni- 

Bosial  lyne ;   and  yif  it  so  be  that  the 

•onnes  declinacion  be  northward  fro  the 

aqninnrnal,  abate  thanne  fro  the  s^nnes 

altitude  at  noon  the  nombre  of  his  do- 


clinacion,  and  thanne  hastow  tho  heyghte 
of  the  hevedes  of  Aries  and  Libra.  As 
thus :  my  sonne  is,  par  aventuro,  in  tlie 
fflrste  degree  of  Ijooun,  f 58  degrees  anl  45 
10  minutes  of  heyghte  at  n(x>n  and  liis 
declinacion  is  almitst  -fao  degrees  north- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial;  abate  thanno 
thilke  fao  degrees  of  dcclinacion  out 
of  tho  altitude  at  noon,  than  leveth  thee  50 
38  degrees  and  oddc  minutes  ;  lo  ther  the 
heved  of  Aries  or  Libra,  and  thyn  otiui- 
uoxial  in  that  regioun.  Also  yif  so  1>o 
that  the  sonncs  dcclinacionn  hv.  south- 
ward fro  the  equinoxial,  addo  thanne  55 
thilke  declinacion  to  the  altitude  of  the 
Sonne  at  noon  ;  and  tak  ther  the  licvcnles 
of  Aries  an<l  Libra,  and  thyn  equinoxial. 
Abate  thanne  the  heyghte  of  the  equi- 
noxial out  of  90  degrees,  an<1  thanne  6i» 
lovoth  there  the  distans  of  the  pole,  51 
degrees  and  50  minutes,  of  that  regioun 
fro  the  e<iuinoxial.  Or  elles,  yif  thee 
lest,  take  the  heyest  altitude  fro  the 
equinoxial  of  any  sterre  fix  that  tliou  65 
knowcst,  and  tuk  hisuethere  elongacioun 
lengthing  fn>  tho  same  equinoxial  lyne, 
and  wirko  in  the  manor  forseiiL  And 
for  more  declaracion,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

26.  Declaracioun  of  the  as»en«ioun  cf 
riffties^  ii'C. 

Tlie  excellence  of  the  spere  solido, 
amongos  other  noble  conclusiouiifl,  shew- 
eth mauifestc  tho  diverse  assonciouns 
of  signes  in  diverse  places,  as  wcl  in  tlio 
righte  cerrlc  as  in  tho  enil»clif  oorcle.  5 
Thise  auctours  wrj'ten  that  thilke  signo 
is  cloi>od  of  right  afuronsioun,  with  which 
more  part  of  the  cerclo  efiuinoxial  and 
lasne  iMirt  of  tho  xoiliak  ascendeth  ;  and 
thilke  signe  asst^ndoth  euiWIif,  with  k* 
whichc  Insse  ])art  of  tho  (Kjuinoxial  and 
moro  ])art  of  the  z<Mliak  aKsendeth. 
Ferther-over  thi»y  8<»yn,  that  in  thilke 
cuntri\v  where  as  tlu»  8i>nith  of  liom  tliat 
dwellc'U  there  is  in  tho  e(|uinoxiaI  lyne,  15 
an«l  lier  oriik>nto  luiSHing  by  the  iiolcg 
of  this  worhle,  thilke  foike  hanthis  right 
cercle  and  the  right  orisonte  ;  and  evcro- 
mo  tho  arch  of  the  day  and  the  arch  of  the 
night  is  ther  j^-like  long,  and  the  sonne  2k> 
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twyna  i*VQry  yo«r  pfLssisngt*  tbcjpow  the 
Scnitli  of  licr  herefj  ;  onfl  two  Bomerftu 
and  two  winterea  in  a  yeer  kan  this 
frirs^iilci  ptx^iilo.     And  th«  ■imikimierfta 

3.^  in  h^'F  Astmlnbies  b«n  rtraigilito  M  ik  Ij^e* 
AD  ELS  slii^weth  in  ttiii  fl^rc^  Thu  ntilite 
to  kni>we  the  luAeiicicnias  in  the  ri^lita 
ceralo  1.1  tijia :  trnnte  we\  tJmt  by  medijv- 
oionn  of  thilkp  n^s^ndonns  tbkc^  8*tPo- 

5u  l^igiptid,  by  bir  tobies  ftud  hir  inetru- 
mentK,  knowen  vcrreyly  the  oM^dotm 
of  every  itt'gree  ftad  minut  in  oJ  the  *r>dial^ 
a«  lilial  hv  »]xcwerL  And  no^o,  that  thia 
forseid    rigbto   orisonto,  th^t   i«  <aeped 

.15  orison  rar/ifM,  divydeth  the  equin»xU] 
iEL-to  night  angles ;  iind  the  coibQlii'  ori- 
Bonie^  wb(?r-iM  thd  pol  la  isahaias&l  np-t>Q 
tha  oriftrtntOn  ovdirkftrvoth  the  cqiunoxJal 
in  embplir  i^nglefl,  $^  ehenfl&th  bi  th*  figtii%. 

4n  And  for  tbu  mora  dooljunclcm^  lo  hje» 
theflfftiro. 

U^.  Thh  is  th^  concluaioun  to  Jl-notce  tht 
OM^cit/unw  0/  giffjiea  in  the  right  cerclf^ 
that  it,  tirCHlut  direefm^  ttc. 

Set  the  her^  of  ifi'hat  sI^tlq  th^  liste 
to  kncKwe  his  asiendiDg  m.  the  ri^ht  een?la 
U])-OD  the  lytie  meridi^vtiAl  ;  and  wiiitu 
vher 


sigue  Blue  mp^n  Iho  (M£  i^riai»iic«  •»! 

tottcboth  the  bfiTilurtf,  and  «rl  ife** 
^nf>tber  prikku.  RikQe  thjinnt  tki 
motuubre  of  (ic<^f^«id  in  the  borliile  t^ 
twijte  botho  prikkap»  nnd  t*k  Uutr  iW 
afisent^ioun  of  the  slgni^  in  the  tthbdif 
oerci«L,  And  undemtotLd  wt'l,  that  JiUi 
^gaea  in  tiiy  BodicLk^  fzo  tho  ht/nd  of  if 
Arie#  nnto  the  ende  of  Vir^,  bim  «Xe^ 
signeB  uf  tho  north  in^  %hv  eqainoiiil; 
and  thdHw  sigTii^  wrysen  by-tviac*  1^  I 
verrcy  est  and  the  verri*y  oorth  in  ipw« 
oHftsnto  gcn&nUy  for  ev&rc.  Ami  aU«*j 
Atgnos  fro  the  hewd  of  Libira  tiu-ta  lJit 
fjudo  of  PiacMi  ben  cleped  aigi:^^  of  Uu 
soQth  ffo  the  equitiuxi^  ;  and  thitecipadi 
nr^'Bon  ^>VHr-mo  by-twixe  the  vertef  ^ 
luid  the  v&TTfy  ntnth  i&  outd  ottaoatA 
AJso  oTviy  Aigno  by-twi^te  tb«  hvnd  d 
Citprieoma  im-to  the  ende  of  fv«{aNf 
arymih  «ri  otu*  odicinte  in  Li«ae  thmu  t« 
hcntr^  eqaaleB;  and  tkue  same  idffi^. 
fro  the  hered  of  Oapric<^nie  un-tu  tiul 
endo  of  G^'ioinia,  ban  oleped  ''  toTttuii 
aignoB  ^  or  ^  crokcd  sigiieB»*  fot  th«yBn*a 
Qmbeljf  on  <mre  <H-isonto  ;  and  thist  tt*- 
ktti.\o  ^Lgnes  ^wn  obedient  to  th» 
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Sonne  in  the  almikanteras  of  his  altitude, 
on  thilke  side  that  the  sonne  stant,  as  is 
the  manere  in  taking  of  hoores ;  and  ley 
thy  label  on  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  and 

lo  rikene  how  many  degrees  of  the  bordnre 
ben  l^-twixe  the  lyne  meridional  and  the 
point  of  thy  label;  and  note  wel  that 
noomfare.  Tome  thanne  apga3m  thyn 
Astrolabie,  and  set  the  point  of  thy  gret 

15  rewle,  ther  thon  takest  th3me  altitudes, 
up-on  as  many  degrees  in  his  bordure  fro 
his  meridional  as  was  the  point  of  thy 
label  fro  the  lyne  meridional  on  the 
wombe-syde.    Tak   thanne   thyn  Astro- 

ao  labie  wiUi  bothe  handes  sadly  and  slely, 
and  lat  the  sonne  shyne  thorow  bothe 
holes  of  thy  rewle ;  and  sleyly,  in  thilke 
diyninge,  lat  thyn  Astrolabie  couch  adoun 
erene  up-on  a  smothe  grond,  and  thanne 

35  wol  the  verrey  lyne  meridional  of  thyn 
Astrolabie  lye  evene  south,  and  the  est 
lyne  wole  lye  est,  and  the  west  lyne  west, 
and  north  lyne  north,  so  that  thou  werke 
softly  and  avisely  in  the  couching  ;  and 

JO  thus  hastow  the  4  quarters  of  the  firma- 
ment. And  for  the  more  declaraoioun, 
lo  here  the  figure. 

30.  2b  tnowe  the  altitude  of  planetee  fro 

the  vey  of  the  aorme^  whether  ao  they  he 

north  or  aouth  Jh>  theforeeide  wey. 

Lok  whan  that  a  planete  is  in  the  lyne 

meridional,  yii  that  hir  altitude  be  of  the 

same  heyghte  that  is  the  degree  of  the 

sonne  for  that  day,  and  than  is  the  planete 

5  in  the  verrey  wey  of  the  sonne,  and  hath 

no  latitude.     And  jrif  the  altitude  of  the 

planete  be  heyere  than  the  degree  of  the 

Sonne,  than  is  the  planete  north  fro  the 

w^  of  the  sonne  swich  a  quantite  of  lati- 

10  tude  as  sheweth  by  thyn  almikanteras. 

And  yif  the  altitude  of  the  planete  be  lasse 

than  the  degree  of  the  sonne,  thanne  is 

the  planete  south  fh>  the  wey  of  the  sonne 

swich  a  quantite  of  latitude  as  sheweth 

15  by  thyn  almikanteras.    This  is  to  sejoi, 

fro  the  wey  wher-as  the  sonne  wente 

thilke  day,  but  nat  firom  the  wey  of  the 

sonne  in  every  place  of  the  zodiak.    And 

for  the  more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  the 

20  jflgrure. 


81.  To  knowe  the  aenith  of  the  aryeing  of 
the  eorme^  thig  is  to  seyn,  the  partie  of  the 
oriaottte  in  which  that  the  aarme  aryaeth. 

Thou  most  first  considere  that  the 
sonne  aryseth  nat  al-wey  verrey  est,  but 
some  tyme  by  north  the  est,  and  som 
tyme  by  southe  the  est.  Sothly,  the  sonne 
aryseth  never-mo  verrey  est  in  oure  ori-  5 
sonte,  but  he  be  in  the  heved  of  Aries  or 
Libra.  Now  is  thyn  orisonte  departed  in 
24  parties  by  thy  azimuts,  in  significacion 
of  24  parties  of  the  world ;  al-be-it  so 
that  shipmen  rikne  thilke  parties  in  32.  10 
Thanne  is  ther  no  more  but  waite  in 
which  azimut  that  thy  sonne  entreth  at 
his  aiysing ;  and  take  ther  the  senith  of 
the  arysing  of  the  sonne.  The  manere  of 
the  devisioun  of  thyn  Astrolabie  is  this  ;  15 
I  mene,  as  in  this  cas.  First  is  it  devided 
in  4  plages  principals  with  the  lyne  that 
goth  from  est  to  west,  and  than  with 
a-nother  lyne  that  goth  firo  south  to  north. 
Than  is  it  devided  in  smale  parties  of  ao 
azimutz,  as  est,  and  est  by  southe,  whereas 
isthefirst«  azimut  above  the  est  lyne;  and 
so  forth,  fro  partie  to  partie,  til  that  thou 
come  agayn  un-to  the  est  lyne.  Thus 
maistow  understond  also  the  senith  of  25 
any  sterre,  in  which  partie  he  lyseth, 
&0.  And  for  the  more  declaracion,  lo 
here  the  figure. 

82.  To  knowe  in  which  partie  of  thefirmo' 

ment  ia  the  conjunccioun. 

Considere  the  tyme  of  the  oonjunccion 
by  thy  kalender,  as  thus ;  lok  how  many 
houres  thilke  conjunccion  is  fro  the  mid- 
day of  the  day  precedent,  as  sheweth  by 
the  canoun  of  thy  kalender.  Rikne  5 
thanne  thilke  nombre  of  houres  in  the 
bordure  of  thyn  Astrolabie,  as  thou  art 
wont  to  do  in  knowing  of  the  houres  of 
the  day  or  of  the  night ;  and  ley  thy  label 
over  the  degree  of  the  sonne ;  and  thanne  10 
wol  the  point  of  thy  label  sitte  up-on  the 
hour  of  the  conjunccion.  Loke  thanne  in 
which  azimut  the  degree  of  thy  sonne 
sitteth,  and  in  that  partie  of  the  firma- 
ment is  the  conjunccioun.  And  for  the  15 
more  declaraoioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 
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88.  To  knawe  the  zenith  cf  the  aUUude  cf 
theMmne^  dx. 
This  it  no  more  to  seyn.  but  any  tyme 
of  the  day  tak  the  altitude  of  the  sonne ; 
and  by  the  aamut  in  which  he  stondeth, 
mayston  seen  in  which  partie  of  the  flr- 

5  mament  he  is.  And  in  the  same  wyse 
maystoa  seen,  by  the  night,  of  any  sterre, 
whether  the  sterre  sitte  est  or  west  or 
north,  or  any  partie  by-twene,  after  the 
name  of  the  asimut  in  which  is  the  sterre. 

lo  And  for  the  more  dedaracionn,  lo  here 
the  figure. 

84.  To  knowe  eothly  the  degree  of  the 
longitude  of  the  mone^  or  of  any  planete 
that  hath  no  latUudefor  the  tyme  fro  the 
eclipUk  lyne. 

Tak  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
rikne  thyn  altitude  up  among  thyne  al- 
mikanteras  on  which  syde  that  the  mone 
stand e;  and  set  there  a  prikke.  Tak 
5  thenne  anon-right,  up-on  the  mones  syde, 
the  altitude  of  any  sterre  fix  which  that 
thou  knowest,  and  set  his  centre  up-on 
his  altitude  among  thyn  almikanteras 
ther  the  sterre  is  founde.  Waite  thanne 
ID  which  degree  of  the  sodiak  toucheth  the 
prikke  of  the  altitude  of  the  mone,  and 
tak  ther  the  degree  in  which  the  mone 
standeth.  This  condnsioun  is  verrey 
sooth,  yif  the  sterres  in  thyn  Astrolabie 
15  stonden  after  the  trowthe :  of  comune, 
tretis  of  Astrolabie  ne  make  non  excep- 
cioun  whether  the  mone  have  latitude,  or 
non  ;  ne  on  whether  syde  of  the  mone  the 
altitude  of  the  sterre  fix  be  taken.  And 
20  tioto,  that  yif  the  mone  shewe  himself  hy 
light  of  day,  than  maystow  wyrke  this 
same  conclusioun  by  the  sonne,  as  wel  as 
by  the  fix  sterre.  And  for  the  more  de- 
claracioun,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

85.  This  ie  the  workinge<{f  the  condueioun^ 
to  knowe  yif  that  any  planete  be  directe 
or  retrograde, 

Tak  the  altitude  of  any  sterre  that  is 

cleped  a  planete,  and  note  it  weL     And 

tak  eek  anon  the  altitude  of  any  sterre 

fix  that  thou  knowest,  and  note  it  wel 

5  also.     Come  thanne  agayn  the  thridde  or 


the  ferthe  night  next  folwing ;  for  thanne 
shaltow  aperoeyve  wel  the  moeving  of 
a  planete,  whether  so  he  moeve  forthward 
or  bakward.  Awaite  wel  thanne  whsn 
that  thy  sterre  fix  is  in  the  same  altitude  10 
that  she  was  whan  thou  toke  hir  firste 
altitude  ;  and  tak  than  eftsones  the  alti- 
tude of  the  forseide  planete,  and  note  it 
wel.  For  trust  wel,  yif  so  be  that  tlie 
planete  be  on  the  right  syde  of  the  men- 15 
dional  lyne,  so  that  his  seoonde  altitude 
be  lasse  than  his  flrate  altitude  wu. 
thanne  is  the  planete  directe.  And  y\i' 
he  be  on  the  west  ayde  in  that  oondicion, 
thanne  is  he  retrograd.  And  yif  so  be  ^ 
that  this  planete  be  up^n  the  est  syde 
whan  his  altitude  is  taken,  so  that  his 
secounde  altitude  be  more  than  his  Ante 
altitude,  thanne  is  he  retrograde,  and  yif 
he  be  on  the  west  syde,  than  is  he  directe.  i$ 
But  the  oontrarie  of  thise  parties  is  of  the 
oours  of  the  mone  ;  for  sothly,  the  mone 
moeveth  the  contrarie  fVom  othere  plan- 
etes  as  in  hir  episicle,  but  in  non  other 
manere.  And  for  the  more  deolaiadoon,  ^> 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

86.  The  condueioum  afequacumns  a/ 
Aotiset,  after  the  Aetrolabie,  Ac 

Set  the  by-ginning  of  the  degree  that 
assendeth  up-on  the  ende  of  the  8  houre 
inequal;   thanne  wol  the  by-ginning  of 
the  2  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night.   Bemeve  thanne  the  degree  that  5 
assendeth,  and  set  him  on  the  ende  of  the 
10  hour  inequal;  and  thanne  wol  the 
byginning  of  the  3  hous  sitte  up^m  the 
midnight  lyne.    Bring  up  agayn  the  nune 
degree  that  assendeth  first,  and  set  him  ^ 
up-on  the  orisonte ;  and  thanne  wol  the 
beginning  of  the  4  hous  sitte  np^n  th« 
lyne  of  midnight.    Tak  thanne  the  nadir 
of  the  degree  that  first  assendeth,  and 
set  him  on   the    ende   of  the  2  houre  15 
inequal ;  and  thanne  wol  the  beginning 
of  the  5  hous  sitte  up-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night ;  set  thanne  the  nadir  of  the  asaen- 
dent  on  the  ende  of  the  4  houre,  than  w«I 
the  beginning  of  the  6  house  sitte  on  the  >> 
midnight  lyne.     The  beginning  of  the 
7  hous  is  nadir  of  the  aaendent,  and 
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the  begmning  of  the  8  hooB  ia  nadir  of 
the  2 ;  and  the  beginning  of  the  9  hona  is 

35  nadir  of  the  3 ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hoos  is  the  nadir  of  the  4 ;  and  the  be- 
ginning of  the  II  hoos  is  nadir  of  the  5 ; 
and  the  beginning  of  the  13  hons  is  nadir 
of  the  6.    And  for  the  more  declaraoion, 

30  lo  here  the  figure. 

37.  A-noth^  manere  0/ equaciottfis  of 
Jumset  by  the  Attrolabie. 

Tak  thyn  assendent,  and  thanne  hastow 
thy  4  angles ;  for  wel  thou  west  that  the 
oppoeit  of  thyn  assendent,  that  is  to  seyn, 
thy  beginning  of  the  7  hons,  sit  np-on  the 
5  west  oriconte  ;  and  the  beginning  of  the 
10  hoos  sit  np-on  the  lyne  meridional ; 
and  his  opposit  np-on  the  lyne  of  mid- 
night. Thanne  ley  thy  label  over  the 
degree  that  assendeth,  and  rekne  fro  the 
10  point  of  thy  label  alle  the  degrees  in  the 
bordure,  til  thou  ^oome  to  the  meridional 
lyne  ;  and  departe  alle  thilke  degrees  in 

3  evene  iMtrties,  and  take  the  evene 
eqnacion  of  3  ;    for  ley  thy  label  over 

15  everich  of  5  parties,  and  than  maistow 
see  by  thy  label  in  which  degree  of  the 
sodiak  [is]  the  beginning  of  everich  of 
thise  same  houses  fro  the  assendent : 
that  is  to  se3m,  the  beginning  of  the 

JO  li  house  next  above  thyn  assendent ;  and 
thanne  the  beginning  of  the  1 1  house ; 
and  thanne  the  10,  np-on  the  meridional 
lyne;  as  I  first  seide.  The  same  wyse 
wirke  thou  fro  the  assendent  donn  to  the 

25  lyne  of  midnight ;  and  thanne  thus 
hastow  other  3  hooses,  that  is  to  sejm, 
the  beginning  of  the  a,  and  the  3,  and  the 

4  honses ;  thanne  is  the  nadir  of  thise 
3  honses  the  beginning  of  the  3  honses 

.v>  that  folwen.  And  for  the  more  declara- 
oionn,  lo  here  thy  figure. 

3$.  Tofindt  ihA  lyne  merydUmal  to  dwells 
fist  in  any  certein  place. 

Tak  a  rond  plate  of  metal ;  for  warping, 
the  brodere  the  bettre ;  and  make  ther- 
npon  a  jnst  compas,  a  lite  with-in  the 
bordure ;  and  ley  this  ronde  plate  np-on 
5  an  evene  grond,  or  on  an  evene  ston,  or 
on  an  evene  stok  fix  in  the  gronde  ;  and 


ley  it  even  by  a  level.    And  in  centre  of 
the  compas  stike  an  evene  pin  or  a  wyr 
upright;  the  smallere  the  betere.     Set 
thy  pin  by  a  plom-rewle  evene  upright ;  10 
and  let  this   pin    be  no   lengere    than 
a  quarter  of  the  diametre  of  thy  compas, 
fro  the  centre.    And  waite  bisily  about  e 
10  or  II  of  the  olokke;   and  whan  the 
Sonne  shyneth,  whan  the  shadwe  of  the  15 
pin  entreth  any-thing  with-in  the  cercle 
of  thy  plate  an  heer-mele,  and  mark  ther 
a  prikke  with  inke.    Abyde  thanne  stille 
waiting  on  the  sonne  after  i  of  the  clokke, 
til  that  the  schadwe  of  the  wyr  or  of  the  20 
pin  passe  ony-thing  out  of  the  cercle  of 
the  compas,  be  it  never  so  lyte  ;  and  set 
ther  a-nother  prikke  of  inke.    Take  than 
a  compas,  and  mesure  evene  the  middel 
by-twixe  bothe  prikkes ;  and  set  ther  a  '5 
prikke.    Take  thanne  a  rewle,  and  draw 
a  stryke,  evene  a-ljme  fro  the  pin  un-to 
the  middel  prikke ;  and  tak  ther  thy  Ijnie 
meridional  for  evere-mo,  as  in  that  same 
place.    And  yif  thow  drawe  a  cros-lyne  30 
over-thwart  the  compas,  justly  over  the 
lyne  meridional,  than  hastow  est   and 
west  and  south ;  and,  i>ar  consequence, 
than  the  nadir  of  the  south  lyne  is  the 
north  lyne.    And  for  more  declaracioun,  35 
lo  here  thy  figure. 

89.  Deecripdon  qf  the  meridional  lyne^  of 
longitudeey  and  latitudes  of  citeee  and 
townee  from  on  to  a-nother  of  dymatz. 
This  lyne  meridional  is  but  a  maner 
descripcion  of  lyne  imagined,  that  passeth 
upon  the  poles  of  this  world  and  by  the 
senith  of  oure  heved.  And  hit  isy-cleped 
the  lyne  meridional ;  for  in  what  place  5 
that  any  maner  man  is  at  any  tyme  of 
the  yeer,  whan  that  the  sonne  by  moeving 
of  the  firmament  cometh  to  his  verrey 
meridian  place,  than  is  hit  verrey  midday, 
that  we  depen  oure  noon,  as  to  thilke  10 
man ;  and  therfore  is  it  doped  the  lyne 
of  midday.      And  nota,  for  evermo,  of 
2  citees  or  of  2  tonnes,  of  whiche  that  o 
toun  aprocheth  more  toward  the  est  than 
doth  that  other  toun,  truste  wel  that  15 
thilke    tonnes    han    diverse    meridians. 
Nota  also,  that  the  arch  of  the  equinoxial. 
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tbJit  {a  eonecynecl  or  bounded  by-twlato  the 
t  meridian  Sf  lb  cltped  Urn  longitado  of 

»  tbe  tonn.  And  ^Hf  bo  b«  tliat  two  tcrnnea 
b^To  y-ljke  mt^ridiAn,  or  oon  xneddiiMit 
tbJUi  b  tha  dJitonce  of  hem  both*  y4ykQ 
1^  fro  the  list ;  and  the  rantrario.  And 
m  tlii9  m&nere  they   cba^tange  nat    her 

J5  meiitliiui,  but  enthly  they  chjmngnii  h«r 
almtk^ntorfui ;  for  the  etihAti«i^  of  Ike 
pool  and  the  dbtotice  of  the  iovmei  Th& 
loDgknde  «pf  n  cljmai  i<  a  lyne  imagined 
fro  eat  to  w«rt^  ydyke  diBtotit  by-twene 

^L^  them  lille.  The  Intitnde  of  &  djmAt  is  a 
lyne  iamgineil  from  nortJi  to  wmth  the 
space  of  the  ertbii,  fro  the  l^r^nninj^  of 
tho  firrt«  nlymftt  unto  tb*  Teirey  ende  of 
the  Bunie   cdkimt^  evene  liireot*  AgAyns 

35  the  pcib»  artik.  Thn*  Sfiyn  some  nnctoara; 
nnd  sommo  of  horn  »pj-ij  that  yif  tnen 
clep«ii  the  bititndQ^  thay  mene  the  srch 
meridiim  thiit  b  ewmtiened  or  mboreept 
by-twixe  the  UDith  and  the  oqninoxiflL 

40  Hwmno  Bcj  they  that  the  diBtannco  fro 
the  eqninaotjat  Unto  the  eude  of  a  elymAt, 
eve  no  n^yna  tiie  pole  Artyk,  i»  the  lati- 
tndf?  of  a  clyinat  for  voibe.  And  for 
more  derlanvcionnf  to  here  tby  tigure. 


iO*    Tty    krtotre    fdth    trhjyh    (Ifgrrc   €>/  thi 


And  thanne  ssito  I  the  poiii^t  of  Fttfvej«ljl 
in  the  same  st^o^  bynatiitP  thnt  thf  lifi» 
tnde   wuA  ntirth,  Pi>-oii   tl^4»  iMiiuilii  4 
VenuB,  that  is  t^  siiyii^  La  tiMA  ^cfm  in 
the  heved  of  Otpdtuiflsa  ;  AUd  tlioi  hi«t 
I  J   di'gre^   hy-twbce  xnf  Vmt  pfiliH0; 
ThfliU   Jwid*  I  dottu    nuftfily  Byr  Non^i^ 
tuid   iotte  the   de«TiM%   of  Ijio  WiMi 
up^n  tho  ori^nte^;  tJio  tok  1  mid  >ci^l* 
lay  Ifrbel  Ju  uiauer  of  a  ];i?yre  t4,liJM  litf 
in&ac*W0   ilistinctty   the    pfikii^    ttfiBffV 
oompad,     Tho  tok  I   ibU  ieivmidn  laM» 
and  leido  it  fix  m^itr  iho  d«irrM  (rf  mj" 
longitudo  J  tho  tok  1  np  tny  oc^fMf,  «fli 
aettjj  the  point  of  A  io  tho  **»  u«  t^ 
Label,  r£  evene  aj  I  ooodo  gniv  ni^f  tk»  S' 
e{;Uptik  lyne,  in  tb#  andfl  of  tbi  kav^ 
tnde;  and  letto  tho  polot  of  f  ia4lia| 
in  my  label  upon  thti'  S|]4^  nf  tlu  liti^ 
tnde,  inwarde  junl  over  thftVorftek,*^ 
i«  to  «oyn,  north-ward  flw  the  iritflft>li 
Thf^n  leide  I  doun  injr  Ofsaipiui,  and  loMi 
wel  in  the  wt»y  upoQ  tho  porlkke  of  Aw* 
of  F ;   tho  tiirueti  I  my  riirt  ta  tliil  tl* 
prikke  of  P  wX  up-oti  Xho  orivnf*^  dm 
Sft w  t  T?oi  that  tiie  bt»dy  uf  Viniii^  m  iir  U 
latitude    of    a    de^rw*    wpptfliitri«iJk, 
fts»endi?di,   io  thr-   viidu  t>f  I  ho  6  it*<n*i 
iti   the  hevcd  J»r  fVi|in*-j>nu'.      ^nJ 
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longitude ;  tho  setie  I  the  point  of  A  on 
my  label,  evene  over  the  ecliptik  lyne,  in 
the  ende  evene  of  the  degree  of  the  longi* 
tade,  and  aette  the  point  of  F  endlang  in 

75  my  label  the  space  +of  3  degrees  of  the 
latitude  fro  the  zodiak,  this  is  to  seyn, 
sonthward  fro  the  ecliptik,  toward  the 
bordnre;  and  turned  my  riet  til  the 
prikke    of   F    sat    up-on  the    orisonte; 

fbthanne  saw  I  wel  that  the  body  of 
Jnpiter,  in  his  latitude  of  5  d^rees 
meridional,  ascended  with  14  degrees  of 
Pisces  in  horoKopo,  And  in  this  maner 
maistow  wirke  with  any  latitude  men- 

f'S  dional,  as  I  first  seide,  save  in  Capricome. 
And  yif  thou  wolt  pleye  this  craft  with 


tho  arysing  of  the  mone,  loke  thou  rekno 
wel  hir  cours  houre  by  houre ;  for  she  ne 
dwelleth  nat  in  a  degree  of  hir  longitude 
but  a  litel  whyle,  as  thou  wel  knowest ;  <r> 
but  natheles,  jrif  thou  rekne  hir  verreye 
moeving  by  thy  tables  houre  after  houre, 
*)iJiou  shalt  do  wel  y-now. 

Erplieit  tradatut  de  Conehisiofdbus  Adro- 
labii,  eampilatus  per  CM/Hdum  Chau- 
Hen  ad  FUium  tuum  Lodewicum^ 
acolarem  tunc  temporia  Oxonie^  ac  8ub 
tutela  illiua  nobilissimi  philo9ophi  Ma- 
gittri  N,  Strodey  etc 


SUPPLEMENTARY  PROPOSITIONS. 


41.  Umbra  Seeta, 

Yif  it  so  be  that  thou  wilt  werke  by 
umbra  recta^  and  thou  may  come  to  the 
bas  of  the  toure,  in  this  maner  thou 
schalt  werkc.    Tak  the  altitude  of  the 

5  tour  by  bothe  holes,  so  that  thy  rewle 
ligge  even  in  a  p<^ynt.  Ensample  as 
thoB :  I  see  him  thorw  at  the  poynt  of  4  ; 
than  mete  I  the  space  be-tween  me  and 
the  tour,  and  I  finde  it  20  feet ;   than 

10  be-holde  I  how  4  is  to  la,  right  so  is  the 
space  betwixe  thee  and  tho  tour  to  the 
altitade  of  the  tour.  For  4  is  the  thridde 
part  of  12,  so  is  the  space  be-tween  thee 
and  the  tour  the  thridde  part  of  the 

15  altitude  of  the  tour ;  than  thryes  20  feet 
is  the  heyghte  of  the  tour,  with  adding  of 
thyn  owne  persone  to  thjni  eye.  And 
this  rewle  is  so  general  in  umbra  recta, 
fro  the  poynt  of  oon  to  12.     And  yif  thy 

20  rewle  fiUle  upon  5,  than  is  5  12-purtyes  of 
the  hoyght  the  space  be-tween  thee  and 
the  toure;  with  adding  of  thyn  owne 
heyght. 

42.  Umbra  Verta, 

Another  maner  of  werkinge,  by  vmbra 
verm,    Tif  so  be  that  thou  may  nat  come 


to  the  has  of  tho  tour,  I  see  him  thorw 
the  nombre  of  i ;  I  setto  ther  a  prikke  at 
my  fote ;  than  go  I  neer  to  the  tour,  and  5 
I  see  him  thorw  at  the  po3rnt  of  2,  and 
there  I  sette  a-nothor  prikke;  and  I 
beholde  how  i  hath  him  to  12,  and  ther 
finde  I  that  it  hath  him  twelfe  sythes; 
than  beholde  I  how  2  hath  him  to  12,  and  »<> 
thou  shalt  finde  it  sexe sythes;  than  thou 
shalt  finde  that  as  12  above  6  is  tho 
numbre  of  6,  right  so  is  the  space 
between  thy  two  prikkes  the  space  of  6 
tymes  thyn  altitude.  And  note,  that  at  15 
the  ferste  altitude  of  i,  thou  settest  a 
prikke ;  and  afterward,  whan  thou  seest 
him  at  2,  ther  thou  settest  an-other 
prikke ;  than  thou  findest  between  two 
prikkys  60  feet;  than  thou  shalt  finde  20 
that  10  is  the  6-party  of  60.  And  then  is 
10  feet  the  altitude  of  the  tour.  For 
other  poyntis,  yif  it  fiUe  in  tim^ra  verta, 
as  thus  :  I  sette  caas  it  fill  upon  f  2,  and 
at  the  secunde  upon  fa ;  than  schalt  thou  25 
finde  that  2  is  6  partyes  of  12 ;  and  3  is  4 
partyes  of  12;  than  passeth  6  4,  by 
nombre  of  2  ;  so  is  the  space  between  two 
prikkes  twyes  the  heyghte  of  the  tour. 
And  yif  the  differens  were  thryes,  than  30 
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dmlde  it  be  threo  tymw ;  ftod  thue  mA^st 
thou  warlfB  fm  a  tc>  u  ;  and  yif  it  bo  4,  4 
tyme*  I  or  5,  5  t  j-mfis  ;  ei  sic  de  c^rig, 

43.   Tinlfm  Ittrttt. 

Ajn-^thLiir  tnAUpr  of  wTrtmg  be  itm&fn 
rectii.  Yif  it  w>  bu  that  thou  miijmt  nnt 
come  %i>  the  boos  of  tho  totir,  in  thin 
mnner  tbon  »cliiitt  warka  Sotte  thy  rsivle 

5  upon  I  tUl  thou  sea  tho  i^Uitndct,  and 
sotto  &t  thy  fViot  «  prkkice.  Tbaa  »©tte 
thj  rewlo  upon  a,  uiil  beholdfl  wbat  U 
thi^  differensia  be^tweeti  1  and  a^  and  thoo, 
ilialt  lindQ  that  it  is  r.    Than  mcto  tJie 

111  ifHLce  Wtwoii^n  two  prikkofl^  and  that  let 
tfaa  ]j  partJo  of  the  &I{ttu4o  of  the  ii>ar. 
And  jdf  thisr  wore  3,  it  weiHj  tho  6  fvirtyci ; 
and  jif  ther  wore  5,  thi>  4  jmrtj-^ ;  H  tie 
tlMnapft.     Aii4  iiot«^  yif  it  were  5,  it  were 

J5  *hn  5  jH^rty  of  13  ;  and  7,  7  party  of  ij  ; 
and  not**,  at  the  nltitmio  of  thy  ton  el  n- 
BjfiniiT  adde  tho  statnro  of  thyn  beyghto 
to  thyn  eye. 


41,  Amithtr  maner  pr^ncluMtin^  Uj  knofw  the 


what  u  ombre  that  mfi»n  fl,  Wt  tj]  tj 
tym^^  that  thcra  oouk^  U>  :ti^  of  |jt%  i^  dr 
ind  that  thou  flattest  in  4ir»fll<p  i  wtjih 
in  tby  slat«  Tind#rtlijr  m^  MMi*dd«Ul 
tcHgeder,  and  that  ii  Uiy  ixw»«  b«^A« 
tbo  lAaie  mendiAD  of  tbc  iVmxfiilM,  Ihf 
tbo  Basnet  y«ro  vhicho  th«t  than,  bMi 
porposeti.  And  if  hit  »!  b«  tlut  hit  pim 
M\  conaider  wel  that  t^  1  |o  71  bmi  «ii^ 
^eparul^  aixd  &n  » to  jotki  b«u  amil  nJlrnHi 
and  if  thy  notnber*  {MUM  ta,  th^u  t»Li 
IhAt  tlion  lindoat  in  4inM4«  Af  pn,  ajvi  if 
hit  bc<  mnts,  a«  6  or  iB,  thiia  tAk^  ttei 
thon  findest  in  direett^  thertHif,.  tW  i.>^ 
jiayfln,  d^eft,  degr&fla,  jninnt**,  *k(1  ^ 
oonnde«^  and  adde  toig^er^  tm-i.<t  ^ 
rote ;  fuid  Ihofl  t<i  nialco  rot#&  iJul  «^ 
that  if  hit  BO  b#  that  the  yen  of  r«u«  l(«l 
be  flamis  than  th«  rot«,  which  lathtym 
of  onro  h^fd  1^97,  than  Jtholt  tboo  «i^ 
in  tht  iftau»  W7*B  fnnst  thy  itild  ii  Ibf 
ilate,  (m4  ftfter  en  ton  in-to  thy  tiUtk 
the  came  yeam  that  t«  . 
be-^foT«;  atid  than  ooni-iii 
ftigncis,  dflgf^»e«,  tninutci 
thyn  sntringe  ecmteyneth.  And  m  ' 
ihfit  thftr  ht»  3  entr^^jt,  than  idd*  hm 
t^Tgied^r,  and  iift*i.r  witit-ctrave  htfnln 
th<?  n¥tK\  tl]*^  yt'Ff'  of  onro  lord  iMf* 


«  ui'to  thyli2dtis 

ani.id<ir  hov  a^| 
tt4»,  and  M(!«tffl 
m«th.     And  »  *i 
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45.    Another  manere  to  knowe  the  mene 
mote. 

Whan  thoa  volt  make  the  xnene  mote 
of  eny  phmete  to  be  ly  Arseohieles  tables, 
take  thy  rote,  the  whiche  is  for  the  yere 
of  oQxe  lord  1397 ;  and  if  so  be  that  thy 
5  yere  be  passid  the  date,  wxyte  that  date, 
and  than  myte  the  nombere  of  the  yeres. 
Than  with-drawe  the  yeres  ont  of  the 
yeres  that  ben  passed  that  rote.  En- 
sampol  as  thus :  the  yere  of  oore  lord 

10  1400,  fl  wolde  witen,  precise,  my  rote ; 
than  wroot  I  Airst  140a  And  under  that 
nombere  I  wrote  a  1397 ;  than  withdrow 
I  the  laste  nombere  oat  of  that,  and  than 
fond  I  the  reeidne  was  3  yere ;  I  wist« 

15  that  3  yere  was  passed  fro  the  rote,  the 
whiche  was  writen  in  my  tables.  Than 
after-ward  soghte  I  in  my  tables  the  annia 
coUecUe  et  expaneity  and  amonge  myn 
expanse  yeres  fond  I  3  yeer.    Than  tok 

ao  I  alle  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
that  I  fond  directe  under  the  same 
planete  that  I  wroghte  for,  and  wroot  so 
many  signes,  degre^es,  and  minutes  in  my 
•late,  and  after-ward  added  I  to  signes, 

25  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  I  fond  in  my  rote  the  yere  of  cure 
lord  1397;  and  kepte  the  residue;  and 
than  had  I  the  mene  mote  for  the  laste 
day  of  Deoembere.    And  if  thou  woldest 

30  wete  the  mene  mote  of  any  planete  in 
March,  Aprile,  or  May,  other  in  any  other 
tyme  or  moneth  of  the  yere,  loke  how 
many  noonethes  and  dayes  ben  passed 
from  the  laste  day  of  Deoembere,  the  yere 

35  of  oore  lord  1400 ;  and  so  with  monethes 
and  dayes  entere  in-to  thy  table  ther 
thoa  findest  thy  mene  mote  y-writen  in 
monethes  and  dayes,  and  take  alle  the 
signea,  degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes 
40  that  thou  findest  y-write  in  directe  of  thy 
monethes,  and  adde  to  signes,  degrees, 
minotfis,  and  secoundes  that  thou  findest 
with  thy  rote  the  yere  of  oure  lord  1400, 
and  the  residue  that  leveth  is  the  mene 
45  mote  for  that  same  day.  And  note,  if  hit 
so  be  that  thou  woldest  wete  the  mene 
mote  in  any  3rere  that  is  lasse  than  thy 


rote,  with-drawe  the  nombere  of  so  many 
yeres  as  hit  is  lasse  than  the  yere  of  oure 
lord  a  1397,  and  kepe  the  residue ;  and  so  50 
many  yeres,  monethes,  and  dayes  entere 
in-to  thy  tabelis  of  thy  mene  mote.  And 
take  aUe  the  signes,  degrees,  and  minutes, 
and  secoundes,  that  thou  findest  in 
directe  of  alle  the  yeres,  monethes,  and  55 
dayes,  and  wiyte  hem  in  thy  slate ;  and 
above  thilke  nombere  wiyte  the  signes, 
degrees,  minutes,  and  secoundes,  the 
whiche  thou  findest  with  thy  rote  the 
yere  of  oure  lord  a  1397 ;  and  with-drawe  60 
alle  the  nethere  signes  and  degrees  fro 
the  signes  and  degrees,  minutes,  and 
secoundes  of  other  signes  with  thy  rote ; 
and  thy  residue  that  leveth  is  thy  mene 
mote  for  that  day.  6$ 

46.  For  to  knowe  at  what  houre  of  the  day, 
orq/the  nighty  thai  heftode  or  ebbe  *. 

First  wite  thou  certeinly,  how  that 
haven  stondeth,  that  thou  list  to  werke 
for ;  that  is  to  say  in  whiche  place  of  the 
fimuunent  the  mone  being,  maketh  fulle 
see.  Than  awayte  thou  redily  in  what  5 
degree  of  the  zodiak  that  the  mone  at 
that  tyme  is  inne.  Bringe  furth  than 
the  labelle,  and  set  the  point  therof  in 
that  same  cost  that  the  mone  maketh 
fiode,  and  set  thou  there  the  degree  of  10 
the  mone  according  with  the  egge  of  the 
labeL  Than  afterward  awayte  where  is 
than  the  degree  of  the  Sonne,  at  that 
tyme.  Bemeve  thou  than  the  label  fro 
the  mone,  and  bringe  and  sette  it  justly  15 
upon  the  degree  of  the  sonne.  And  the 
point  of  the  label  shal  than  declare  to 
thee,  at  what  houre  of  the  day  or  of  the 
night  shal  be  fiode.  And  there  also 
maist  thou  wite  by  the  same  point  of  the  20 
label,  whether  it  be,  at  that  same  tyme, 
fiode  or  ebbe,  or  half  fiode,  or  quarter 
fiode,  or  ebbe,  or  half  or  quarter  ebbe ;  or 
ellis  at  what  houre  it  was  last,  or  shal 
be  next  by  night  or  by  day,  thou  than  25 
shalt  esely  knowe,  &c.  Furthermore,  if 
it  BO  be  that  thou  happe  to  worke  for  this 
matere  aboute  the  tyme  of  the  conjunc- 
cioun,  bringe  furthe  the  degree  of  the 
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5u  mono  with  the  labelle  to  that  coste  as  it 
is  before  seyd.  But  than  thoa  shalt 
onderstonde  that  thou  may  not  bringe 
fYirthe  the  hibel  ftro  the  degpree  of  the 
mone  as  thoa  dide  before;  for-why  the 

55  Sonne  is  than  in  the  same  degree  with 
the  mone.  And  so  thou  may  at  that 
t3ane  by  the  point  of  the  hibelle  on- 
removed  knowe  the  honre  of  the  flode  or 
of  the  ebbe,  as  it  is  before  seyd,  &o.    And 

40  evermore  as  thou  flndest  the  mone  passe 


fro  the  Sonne,  so  remeve  thou  the  ]ftb«Ile 
than  fro  the  degree  of  the  mone,  and 
bringe  it  to  the  degree  of  the  Sonne. 
And  works  thou  than  as  thou  dide  before, 
&C.  Or  elles  knowe  thou  what  honre  it  45 
is  that  thoa  art  inne,  by  thyn  ixutra- 
ment.  Than  bringe  thoa  ftuth  fro 
thennes  the  labelle  and  ley  it  upon  tht 
degree  of  the  mone,  and  therby  msy 
thoa  wite  also  whan  it  was  flode,  orwhaa  5" 
it  wol  be  next,  be  it  night  or  di^;  &c 


THE   CANTERBURY  TALES. 


GKOUP  A,     THE  PROLOGUE. 


Here  biginnetfa  the  Book  of  the  Tales  of  Caimterbiiry. 


WuAs  that  Aprille  with  his  shoures  sote 
The  droghte  of  Harche  hath  perced  to 

the  rote, 
And  bathed  every  veyne  in  swich  liconrf 
Of  which  vertn  engendred  is  the  floor ; 
Whan  Zephims  eek  with  his  swete  breeth  5 
Inspired  hath  in  every  holt  and  heeth 
The  tendre  croppes,  and  the  yonge  sonne 
Hath  in  the  Bam  his  halfe  conrs  y-ronne, 
And  smale  fowles  maken  melodye, 
That  slepen  al  the  night  with  open  y^,  10 
(So  priketh  hem  natore  in  hir  oorages) : 
Than  hmgen  folk  to  goon  on  pilgrimages 
(And    palmers   for   to    seken    straunge 

strondes) 
To  feme  halwes,  couthe  in  sondry  londes ; 
And  specially,  from  every  shires  ende   15 
Of  Engelond,  to  Caunterbnry  they  wende, 
The  holy  blisinl  martir  for  to  seke, 
That  hem  hath  holpen,  whan  that  they 

were  seke. 
Bifel  that,  in  that  seson  on  a  day, 
In  Sonthwerk  at  the  Tabard  as  I  lay     20 
Bedy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Caanterbniy  with  ftd  devout  corage, 
At  night  was  come  in-to  that  hostelrye 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  companye, 
Of  sondry  folk,  l>y  aventnre  y>falle         25 
In  felawihipe,  and  pilgrims  were  they  alle, 
That  toward  Caunterbnry  wolden  ryde  ,* 
The  chambres  and  the  stables  weren  wyde, 
And  wel  we  weren  esed  atte  beste. 
And  shortly,  whan  the  sonne  was  to  reste, 


So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  everiohon,  31 
That  I  was  of  hir  felawshipe  anon, 
And  made  forward  erly  for  to  rs^ee, 
To  take  onr  wey,  ther  as  I  yow  devyse. 
Bnt  natheles,  whyl  I  have  tyme  and 

space,  35 

£r  that  I  ferther  in  this  tale  pace, 
Me  thinketh  it  aoordannt  to  resonn. 
To  telle  yow  al  the  oondlcioun 
Of  eoh  of  hem,  so  as  it  semed  me, 
And  whiche  they  weren,  and  of  what 

degree;  40 

And  eek  in  what  array  that  they  were 

inne: 
And  at  a  knight  than  wol  I  first  biginne. 
A  KsioHT  ther  was,  and  that  a  worthy 

man.  Knight. 

That  fro  the  tyme  that  he  first  bigan 
To  ryden  out,  he  loved  chivalrye,  45 

Trouthe  and  hononr,  fredom  and  cur-  , 

teisye.  ' 

Fnl  worthy  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre, 
And  therto   hadde    he   riden  (no  man 

ferre) 
As  wel  in  Cristendom  as  hethenesse. 
And  ever  honoured  for  his  worth  inesse.  50 
At  Alisaundre  he  was,  whan  it  was 

wonne ; 
Ful  ofte  tyme  he  hadde  the  bord  bigonno 
Aboven  alle  naciouns  in  Pruce. 
In  Lettow  hadde  he  reysed  and  in  Buoe, 
No  Cristen  man  so  ofte  of  his  degree.    55 
In  Qemade  at  the  sege  eek  hadde  he  be 


P  2 


420 


A.    Zl^  ^rofo^e. 


[t.  57-142. 


Of  Algezir,  and  riden  in  Belmarye. 
At  Jjyeya  was  he,  and  at  Satalje, 
Whan   they  were  wonne ;    and  in  the 

GreteSee 
At  many  a  noble  arjrve  hadde  he  be.      60 
At  mortol  bataUles  hadde  he  been  flitene, 
And  fonghten  for  onr  feith  at  Tramissene 
In  listes  thryes,  and  ay  slayn  his  fo. 
This  ilke  worthy  knight  had  heen  also 
Somtyme^with  theiord  of  Palatye,        6$ 
Ageyn  another  hethen  in  Torkye  : 
And  eTermore  he  hadde  a  sovereyn  prya. 
And  though  that  he  were  worthy,  he  was 

wys, 
And  of  his  port  as  meke  as  is  a  mayde. 
He  never  yet  no  vileinye  ne  sayde  70 

In  al  his  lyf,  un-to  no  maner  wight. 
He  was  a  verray  parfit  gentil  knight. 
But  for  to  tellen  yow  of  his  array. 
His  hors  were  gode,  but  he  was  nat  gay. 
^^Of  Aistian  he  wered  a  giponn  75 

Al  bismotered  with  his  habergeoon ; 
For  he  was  late  y-come  from  his  viage, 
And  wente  for  to  doon  his  pilgrimage. 
With  him  ther  was  his  sone,  a  yong 

Squtbb,  Sqnyer. 

A  loyyere,  and  a  Insty  bacheler,  80 

With  lokkes  omlle,  as  they  were  leyd  in 

presse. 
Of  twenty  yeer  of  age  he  was,  I  gesse. 
Of  his  stature  he  was  of  evene  lengthe, 
And   wonderly   deliver,    and   .greet    of 

strengthe. 
And  he  had  been  Bomtyme  in  chivachye,  85 
In  ilaundres,  in  Artoys,  and  Picardye, 
And  bom  him  wel,  as  of  so  litel  space, 
In  hope  to  stonden  in  his  lady  grace. 
Embronded  was  he,  as  it  were  a  mede 
Al  fnl  of  firesshe  floores,  whyte  and  rede.  90 
Singinge  he  was,  or  flc>ytinge,  al  the  day; 
He  was  as  fresh  as  is  the  month  of  May. 
Short  was  his  goone,  with  sieves  longe 

and  wyde. 
Wei  oonde  he  sitte  on  hors,  and  faire  ryde< 
He  coade  songes  make  and  wel  endyte,  95 
Juste  and  eek  daunce,  and  wel  purtreye 

and  wryte. 
80  hote  he  lovede,  that  by  nightertale 
He  sleep  namore  than  dooth  a  nightingale. 
Curteys  he  was,  lowly,  and  servisable. 
And  cazf  bifom  lus  fader  at  the  table.  100 


A  Yeuak  hadde  he,  and  servaunts  namo 
At  that  tyme,  for  him  liste  ryde  so ; 
And  he  was  clad  in  cote  and  hood  of 

grene ;  Teman. 

A   sheef   of   pecok-arwes   brighte   and 

kene 
Under  his  belt  he  bar  taX  thriftily ;      105 
(Wel  coude  he  dresse  his  takel  yemanly : 
His  alwes  droup^  noght  with  fethens 

lowe),    ■ 
And  in  l^is  hand  he  bar  a  mighty  bove. 
A  not-heed  hadde  he,  with  a  broun  viage. 
Of  wode-craft  wel  ooude  he  al  the  usage.  1 10 
Upon  his  arm  he  bar  a  gay  bracer, 
And  by  his  syde  a  swerd  and  a  bokeler, 
And  on  that  other  syde  a  gay  daggere, 
Haxneised  wel,  and  sharp  as  point  of 

spere; 
A  Cristofre  on  his  brest  of  silver  sbene.  115 
An  horn  he  bar,  the  bawdrik  was  of 

grene; 
A  forster  was  he,  soothly,  as  I  gesse. 

Ther  was  also  a  Nonne,  a  Pkiorubx, 
That  of  hir  smyling  was  taX  simple  and 

coy ;  Prioffcase. 

Hir  gretteste  ooth  was  but   l^  agynt 

Loy;  i» 

And  she  was  oleped  madame  E^len^e. 
Fnl  wel  she  song  the  service  divyne, 
Entuned  in  hir  nose  Ail  semely ; 
AndFrenshshe  spak  ftilfiure  and  fiotidy, 
After  the  scole  of  Stratford  atte  Bowe,  125 
For  Frensh  of  Fftris  was  to  hir  nnknowe. 
At  mete  wel  y-taught  was  she  with-alle ; 
She  leet  no  morsel  firom  hir  lippes  fiJle, 
Ne  wette  hir  fingres  in  hir  sauce  depe. 
Wel  coude  she  oarie  a  m<»8el,  and  wel 

kepe,  150 

That  no  dxope  ne  fllle  up-on  hir  brest 
In  ourtei^ye  was  set  fdl  muohe  hir  lest 
Hir  over  lippe  wyped  she  bo  dene, 
That  in  hir  ooppe  was  no  ferthing  SNte 
Of  grece,  whan  she  dronken  hadde  hir 

draughte.  135 

Ful  semely  after  hir  mete  she  ranghte, 
And  sikerly  she  was  of  greet  disport, 
And  taX  plesaunt,  and  amiable  of  port. 
And  i>eyned  hir  to  oountrefete  ohere 
Of  court,  and  been  estatllch  of  manere,  140 
And  to  ben  holden  digne  of  reverence. 
But,  for  to  speken  of  hir  eonscienoe, 
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Sbeirai  to  eharitaUe  «nd  so  pitoos, 
She  volde  wepe,  if  that  she  sawe  a  movs 
Gnght  in  a  trappe,  if  it  were  deed  or 
Uedde.  i45 

Of  Bnale  hoondes  had  she,  that  she  fedde 
l^ith  rocted  flesh,  or  milk  and  wastel- 

breed. 
But  Kne  iraep  she  if  oon  of  hem  were 

deed, 
Oxif  men  smoot  it  with  a  yerde  smerte : 
And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  herte. 
Pvl  Minely  hir  wimpel  pinched  was ;  151 
Hir  nose  tretys ;  hir  es^n  greye  as  glas ; 
Hirmoath  Ail  smal,  and  ther-to  softe  and 

reed; 
Botiikerly  she  hadde  a  fair  forheed ; 
ItvuahnastaspannebnK>d,Itrowo;  155 
For,  hardily,  she  was  nat  undergrowe. 
^  fetis  was  hir  cloke,  as  I  was  war. 
Of  B&al  coxal  abonte  hir  arm  she  bar  - 
A  peire  of  bedes,  ganded  al  with  grene ; 
And  ther^u  heng  a  broche  of  gold  ful 
■hene,  i6u 

Ob  vhich  ther  was  first  write  a  crowneil  A, 
And  ftilar,  A  mar  vindt  omnia,        Nonne. 

Another  Noxxe  with  hir  hadde  she. 

Hut  was  hir  chapoleyuo,  and  Fkkxsteb 

niKEK.  3  Preestes. 

A  UoxK  ther  was,  a  fair  for  the  niaistryc, 

•^  OQtriydere,  that  lovede  vencrye ;     i6() 

A  nanly  man,  to  been  an  abbot  able. 

^  many  a  deyntee  hors  hadde  he  in 

itaUe :  Monk. 

And,  whan  he  rood,  men    mighte  his 

btydelhere 
^^ini^  in  a  whistling  wind  as  clere,  170 
And  eek  as  londo  as  dooth  the  chapel- 

beUe 
Ther  as  this  lord  was  kei>er  of  the  celle. 
^  Role  of  soint  Mauro  or  of  seint 

Beneit, 
%-caQie  that  it  was  old  and  som-del 

*««ilke  monk  leet  oldo  thiugcs  pat-e,  175 
And  held   alter   the   no  wo   wurM   the 

"pace. 
**  yif  nat  of  that  text  a  pullcnl  lien, 
"^  leith,  that  hnntcrs  bcou  nut  holy 

^  »«; 

»t  that  a  monk,  whan  he  is  cloister  lees, 
''lybied  til  a  fish  that  is  watcrlees ;   i>^i> 


This  is  to  seyu,  a  monk  out  of  his  doistre. 
Bnt  thilke  text  held  he  nat  worth  an 

oistro; 
And  I  seyde,  his  opiuioim.  was  good. 
What  sholdo  he  stndie,  and  make  him- 

selven  wood. 
Upon  a  book  in  cloistre  alwey  to  poure,  185 
Or  swinken  with  his  handes,  and  laboure, 
As  Austin  bit  ?    How  shol  the  world  1m) 

served? 
Lat  Austin  have  his  s  wink  to  him  reserved. 
Theribre  he  was  a  pricasour  aright ; 
Qrehoundes  he  hadde,  as  swifte  as  fowel 

in  flight ;  190 

Of  priking  and  of  hunting  for  the  hare 
Was  al  his  lust,  for  no  cost  wolde  ho 

spare. 
I  seigh  his  sieves  ptirfiled  at  the  bond 
With  grys,  and  that  the  lyneste  of  a  lond ; 
And,  for  to  festne  his  hood  under  his 

chin,  ujs 

Ho  hadde  of  gold  y-wroght  a  curious  pin : 
A  love-knotte  in  the  gretter  cnde  ther  was. 
His  heed  was  balled,  that  ahoou  as  uuy 

glas, 
And  eek  his  face,  as  ho  had  been  anoint. 
Ho  was  a  lord  hil  fat  and  in  good  point ;  Jtx) 
His  eyen  stepe,  and  rollinge  in  his  heed, 
That  stomed  as  a  fomeys  of  a  Iccil ; 
His  botes  sonple,  his  hors  in  greet  estat. 
Xow  certeinly  he  was  a  fair  prelat ; 
He  was  nat  polo  as  a  for-pjTietl  goost.  jns 
A  fat  swiui  loved  ho  best  uf  any  roost. 
His  piilfrey  was  as  broun  as  is  a  l>erj'e. 
A  Fkkke  ther  wad,  a  wantown  and  a 

iner>-e,  Frere. 

A  liniit(>ur,  a  ful  solempne  man.  ^x^ 

In  alio  the  onlros  fouro  is  noon  that  can 
So  mucbe  of  lUiliauuco  and  fair  langof^e. 
Ho  hofldo  moad  ful  many  a  mariago 
Of  yougu  wouimeu,  at  his  owno  cc»st. 
Un-to  his  onlro  ho  was  a  noble  i^^st. 
Ful  wel  bil«>ved  and  ftunulicr  was  ho    215 
With  fnuikolejiis  ovcr-al  in  his  contrco, 
And  eek  with  wuithy  wouuueu  uf  the 

toiin  : 
For  ho  hud  power  of  coiifessioun, 
'  A3  seyilo  hini-self,  jnr)re  than  a  curat. 
For  of  his  onlro  he  was  liceutiat  220 

Ful  swotely  h«T«lo  he  r.'i»ufessi«iun, 
And  i>lesaunt  was  his  absolucioun  ; 
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He  was  an  eey  man  to  yeve  penaonce 
Ther  as  he  wiste  to  ban  a  good  pitaaooe  ; 
For  unto  a  jwvre  ordre  for  to  yive        225 
Is  signe  that  a  man  is  wel  y-shrive. 
For  if  he  yaf,  he  dorste  make  avannt, 
He  wiste  that  a  man  was  repentannt. 
For  many  a  man  so  hard  is  of  his  herte, 
He  may  nat  wepe   al-thogh    him   sore 

smerte.  250 

Therfore,  in  stede  of  weping  and  preyeres, 
Men  moot  yeve  silver  to  the  povre  freres. 
His  tipet  was  ay  farsed  ftil  of  kn3ryes 
And  pinnes,  for  to  yeven  faire  wyves. 
And  certeinly  he  hadde  a  mery  note  ;  235 
Wel  conde  he  singe  and  pleyen  on  a  rote. 
Of  yeddinges  he  bar  utterly  the  prys. 
His  nekke  whyt  was  as  the  flour-de-lys ; 
Ther-to  he  strong  was  as  a  champioun. 
He  knew  the  tavemes  wel  in  every  toun, 
And  everich  hostiler  and  tappestere    241 
Bet  than  a  lazar  or  a  beggestere  ; 
For  un-to  swich  a  worthy  man  as  he 
Acorded  nat,  as  by  his  faoultee,  244 

To  have  with  seke  lacars  aquejmtaunce. 
It  is  nat  honestf  it  may  nat  avaunce 
For  to  delen  with  no  swich  poraiUe, 
But  al  with  riche  and  sellers  of  vitaille. 
And  over-alf  ther  as  profit  sholde  aiyse, 
Curteys  he  was,  and  lowly  of  servyse.  250 
Ther  nas  no  man  no-wher  so  vertnons. 
He  was  the  beste  beggere  in  his  hous  ; 
f  And    yaf    a    corteyn    ferme    for   the 

grannt ;  252  b 

f  Noon  of  his  bretheren  cam  ther  in  his 

haunt ;  252  c 

For  thogh  a  widwe  hadde  noght  a  sho, 
So  plesaunt  was  his  *  In  principioy* 
Yet  wolde  he  have  a  ferthing,  er    he 

wente.  sk^ 

His  purohas  was  wel  bettre  than  his  rente. 
And  rage  he  coude,  as  it  were  right  a 

whelpe. 
In    love-dayes   ther   coude    he   muchel 

lielpe.  (260) 

For  there  he  was  nat  lyk  a  cloisterer, 
With  a  thredbar   cope,  as    is  a  povre 

scoler,  260 

But  he  was  lyk  a  maister  or  a  pope. 
Of  double  worsted  was  his  semi-cope, 
That  rounded  as  a  belle  out  of  the  presse. 
Somwhat  he  lipsed,  for  his  wantownesse. 


To  make  his  English  swete  upon  hit 

tonge;  265 

And  in  his  harping,  whan  that  he  bad 

songe, 
His  eyen  twinkled  in  his  heed  aright, 
As    doon    the    sterres     in    the    frosty 

night.  (j'jo) 

This  worthy  limitoor  was  cleped  HabenL 

A  Makchakt  was  ther  with  a  forked 

herd,  Marchant 

In  mottelee,  and  hye  on  horse  he  sat,  271 
Up-on  his  heed  a  Flaundrish  bever  hat ; 
His  botes  clasped  faire  and  fetisly. 
His  resons  he  spak  iul  solempnely,      274 
Sonninge  alway  th'encrees  of  his  winning. 
He  wolde  the  see  were  kept  for  any  thing 
Bitwixe  Middelburgh  and  Orewelle. 
Wel   conde    he    in    eschaunge  iheeldet 

selle.  (J«o^ 

This  worthy  mim  fol  wel  his  wit  Wwtte ; 
Ther  wiste  no  wight  that  he  was  in  dette, 
So  estatly  was  he  of  his  govemannce,  281 
With  his  bargaynes,  and  with  his  chevi- 

saunce. 
For  sothe  he  was  a  worthy  man  with-alle, 
But  sooth  to  seyn,  I  noot  how  men  him 

calle.  Clerk. 

A  Clkkk  ther  was  of  Oxenford  also, 
That  un-to  logik  hadde  longe  y-go.      tS6 
As  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake, 
And  he  nas  nat  right  fat,  I  undertake ;  (290^ 
But  loked  holwe,  and  ther-to  soberly. 
Ful  thredbar  was  his  overest  ooortepy ;  ^ 
For  he  had  geten  him  yet  no  benefyce, 
Ne  was  so  worldly  for  to  have  oflfyce. 
For  him  was  lever  have  at  his  beddei 

heed 
Twenty  bokes,  clad  in  blak  or  reed. 
Of  Aristotle  and  his  philosophye,        ^ 
Than  robes  riche,  or  fithele,  or  gaytMitrye. 
But  al  be  that  he  was  a  philosophre, 
Yet  hadde  he  but  litel  gold  in  cofre ;  (.vx>) 
But  al  that  he  mighte  of  his  freendes 

hente, 
On  bokes  and  on  leminge  he  it  spente,  yx* 
And  bisily  gan  for  the  soules  preye 
Of  hem  that  yaf  him  wher-with  to  scoleye. 
Of  studie  took  he  most  cure  and  most 

hede. 
Noght  o  word  spak  he  more  than  was 

nede. 
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And  that  was  seyd  in  forme  and  rover- 

enoe,  305 

And   short    and  qnik,   and    ftil    of   hy 

sentence. 
Sonninge  in  moral  vertu  was  his  speche, 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme,  and  gladly 

teche.  ManofLawe.  (310) 

A  SsBesAXT  or  tbm  La  we,  war  and  wys. 
That  often  hadde  been  at  the  parvys,  310 
Ther  was  also,  fnl  riche  of  excellence. 
Discreet  he  was,  and  of  greet  reverence  : 
He   aemed  swich,  his  wordes  weren  so 

wyse. 
Jnstyoe  he  was  ftd  often  in  asi^yse,       314 
By  patente,  and  l^  plejm  commissioon ; 
For  his  science,  and  for  his  heigh  re- 

nonn 
Of  fees  and  robes  hadde  he  many  oon. 
So    greet    a    pnrchasoor   was    no-wher 

noon.  (320) 

Al  was  fee  simple  to  him  in  effect, 
His  purchasing  mighte  nat  been  infect.  320 
No-wher  so  bisy  a  man  as  he  ther  nas. 
And  yet  he  semed  bisier  than  he  was. 
In  t«nnes  hadde  he  caas  and  domes  alle, 
That  firom  the  lyme  of  king  William  were 

fiOle. 
Therto  he  conde  endyte,  and  make  a 

thing,  335 

Ther   conde   no   wight   pinche   at    his 

wryting; 
And  every  statnt  conde  he  plejm  by  rote. 
He  rood  bnt  hoomly  in  a  medlee  cote  (330) 
Girt  with  a  ceint  of  silk,  with  barres 


Of  his  array  telle  I  no  lenger  tale.        330 

A  FaAaaKUBTK  was  in  his  companye ; 
Whyt  was  his  herd,  as  is  the  daye^ye. 
Of  his  oomplexioon  he  was  sangwyn. 
Wei  loved  he  by  the  morwe  a  sop  in 
wyn.  Frankeleyn. 

To  liven  in  delyt  was  ever  his  wone,    335 
For  he  was  Epiooms  owne  sone, 
That  heeld  opinioxin,  that  pleyn  delyt 
Was  verraily  felicitee  parfyt.  (340) 

An  honsholdere,  and  that  a  greet,  was  he  ; 
Heint  Jnlian  he  was  in  his  contree.  340 
His  breed,  his  ale,  was  alwey  after  oon ; 
A  bettre  envyned  man  was  no-wher  noon. 
W^ith-onte  bake  mete  was  never  his  hons, 
Of  fish  and  flesh,  and  that  so  plentevons, 


It    snewed    in  his    hoos    of  mete    and 

drinke,  345 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  men  conde  thinke. 
After  the  sondry  sesons  of  the  yeer,  (349) 
80  channged  he  his  mete  and  his  soper. 
Fnl  many  a  fat  partrich  hadde  he  in 

mewe. 
And  many  a  breem  and  many  a  luce  in 

stewe.  350 

Wo  was  his  cook,  but-if  his  sance  were 
Poynannt  and  sharp,  and  redy  al  his  gerc. 
His  table  dormant  in  his  halle  alway 
Stood  redy  covered  al  the  longe  day. 
At  sessioons  ther  was  he  lord  and  sire ;  355 
Fed  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of  the  shire. 
An  anlas  and  a  gipser  al  of  silk  (359) 

Heng  at  his  girdel,  whyt  as  mome  milk. 
A  shirreve  hadde  he  been,  and  a  countonr ; 
Was  no-wher  snch  a  worthy  vavasonr.  3O0 
An  Hadebdabshsr  and  a  CAitPEirrER, 

Haberdassher.    Carpenter. 
A  Wkdbk,  a  Dtkub,  and  a  Tapicxk, 

Webbe.   Dyere.   Tapicer. 
Were  with  ns  eek,  clothed  in  o  liveree, 
Of  a  solempne  and  greet  fratemitee.    364 
Fol  fresh  and  newe  hir  gere  apyked  was ; 
Hir  knyves  were  y-chi^>ed  noght  with 

bras, 
Bnt  al  with  silver,  wroght  ftd  dene  and 

weel,  (369) 

Hir  girdles  and  hir  ponches  every-deeL 
Wei  semed  ech  of  hem  a  fair  burgeys, 
To  sitten  in  a  yeldhalle  on  a  deys.        370 
Everich,  for  the  wisdom  that  he  can, 
Was  shaply  for  to  been  an  alderman. 
For  catel  hadde  they  y-nogh  and  rente. 
And  eek  hir  wyves  wolde  it  wel  assente ; 
And  elles  certein  were  they  to  blame.  375 
It  is  ful  fair  to  been  y-clept  *  ma  dame^* 
And  goon  to  vigilyCs  al  bifore, 
And  have  a  mantel  rojralliche  y-bore.  (380) 
A  Ck>oK  they  hadde  with  hem  for  the 

nones.  Cook. 

To  boille  the  chiknes  with  the  mary- 

bones,  380 

And  pondre-marchant  tart,  and  galingale. 
Wel   conde   he   knowe    a    dranghte   of 

London  ale. 
Ho  conde  roste,  and  sethe,  and  broille, 

and  frye, 
Maken  mortrenx,  and  wel  bake  a  pye. 
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Bnt  greet  harm  was  it^  M  it  thcmgbt« 
me,  3*^5 

ThAt  on  hiB  Bhino  t%  monuftl  luwclile  lie  ^ 
For  ttlftjikinaiig^,  that  ins4e  lie  with  the 

A  SniPUAH  waa  tier,  woaing  fer  hy 

wf^sU  i  ShipmaiiK 

Ffir  AXi^ht  I  woot,  lio  wrta  of  Dertemouthe* 
H*  rood  ttp-on  a.  rouncyt  na  iie  c(mtli«f,  ^ijo 
Tn  (^  gi>wiio  of  f»JiUii^  to  tt0  kiiee. 
A  dag^f^ra  hanging  ou  A  \a^a  hadde  he 
Abonte  his  nekke  undej*  bis  arm  lultnm. 
The  hr*te  somer  had  maad  hia  hewe  al 

broun  ; 
Aiid^  certeinl J,  ho  wae  a  if ood  f&law&  J95 
Fdl   many  el  ^Iratightft  of  wyn  had  ho 

y*drawe 
From  BardetiJi-watd,  why!  that  th«  cbAp- 

man  tle^p. 
Of  njrco  QiiEifioienco  took  he  ntt  luep,  t4<^) 
If  that  ha  fiitjght,  imd  bAdde  tho  hyer 

honil, 
By  water  ho  sent©  hom  hoom  to  evory 

loDd.  400 

But  of  his  cralt  to  rekeno  w el  hia  tyden^ 
His  Btrsoi^  and  hia  dutrngsra  him  Y^aydem, 
Hifl  herborw©  and   his  mon«,  hi«  IoOj^- 

Tber  naa    n&m    swieh    trom  Htdle   to 

Harj  ly  ha  M'as,  antl  fk-jfa  t*i  unilextoke  ;  4l"^5 
Witt  many  li  tempfist  hodde  his  bartl 

hQQXX  shakL<. 
Hi»  knew  wel  ollu  the  havflixua,  us  they 

wef^  Uuij,) 

Frntn  Gootlond  to  tlio  cape  uf  Fmiatc<r«, 
A?id    eT»:50'  cJT^e   m   Brita^o   and  in 


.^ 


And    where    engendred^    and    of  Tplm^^ 

hnmour; 
He  was  a  v^&rmj  parflt  prvctwmr, 

ThM  GKOMA  y*kaov^^  and  oif  hia  harm  t2»' 

AQtm  be  yttf  th?  seko  maii  hia  bot£. 
Ful  rfidy  hfttide  he  hia  aiKiihecariML,    m-^ 
To  aeude  hmi  droggea  and  hij  lfltQarii»-<w 
Fur    ech   of   hem    vasde    i/ther   kff        '^* 

Hir  fretidschipe  uaa  nat  nev«  to  bsfms:^^** 

Wei  know  he  th'ohlfi  Eai?iUA^iitf^       (4J^^9^^^ 

And  Beuioonde^  and  eek  KnAi%  «  r^  J" 

Old  YpocfMi,  Hiaiy»  ft&d  aaUeo; 

SerapifTxii  Haaic,  and  ATioea  4 

AYorroi^j  Di4tiui8ei«i]^  and  Omstaa^ 

Bflmard^  atid  G»t««d&n,  And  Gilbeitytu— • 

0£  hi^  djet«  ti]««tira.hle  w«a  hf,  i^^-^ 

Fur  it  waa  cpf  iin  sitp«i^iiit«iFf 

Bnt  of  greet  Qorlsaing  and  lUgeatihlf. 

Hia  stndie  waa  hut  UuA  on  tliii  bLbl«. 

tn  ^nufirwin  Hod  iii  p«js  ho  blad  «aa  aJU^ 

Ij^-nf^d  with  t4[iifii.ta  and  with  sondal; 

And  yot  h^^  waa  hnt  ^y  o4  dis|KMniMi  7 

He  k0|it«i  that  he  wan  in  peptilemo^ 

For  gold  in  phlGLk  ia  a  «i}rdi*I, 

Thertbre  he  lovedc  gold  in  apeci«L 

A  good  Wtr  Wttd  ther  of  bii>-d«  B^^ 
Bnt  she  waB  Som-del  deef,  and  that 

MXth!^  VfyfnrBi 

Of  flloatIi^4iiAking  aha  haddo^  swichf 

hatuit,  { 

She  [KBfised  hem  of  Yprea  and  of  Oa«m' 
In  al  the    pAriflihe  wyl*   ne 

noon 
That    to    th'  otfring   liijbi«   hir   ihf^X^ 


-n 
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Withouten  other  coxupanj*e  in  yrmthe ; 
Bat  therot'  neileth  oat  to  g|>eke  as  nouthe. 
And  ihzyes  hadde  she  been  at  Jemsalem  : 
She   hadile    pcMsed    many   a    straonge 
■treem ;  464 

At  Rome  she  hadde  been,  and  at  Boloig^e, 
lu  Gslice  at  seint  Jame,  and  at  Coloii^e. 
^  i*oade  moche  of  wandring  by  the 

weye: 
C«t-tothed  was  she,  soothly  for  to  seye. 
I'lMU  an  amblere  esil^'  she  sat,  (471 ) 

Y-wimpled  wel,  and  on  hir  heed  an  hat 
Ai  hrood  as  is  a  bokeler  or  a  targe ;      471 
A  fnot-mantel  abonte  hir  hipes  laifpe, 
Anil  on  hir  feet  a  paire  of  spores  sliarpe. 
In  felawschip  wel  coade  she  hiughe  and 

mrpe. 
^  reim>d>*es    of    love    she    knew    per- 
chaimce,  475 

I''or  iLc  coade  of  that  art  the  olde  dannce. 
Persoun. 
A  guod  man  was  ther  of  relii^ioun^ 
And  was  a  povre  Pemocs  of  a  toau  ;  1 480) 
^t  riche  he  was  of  holy  thof^ht  and  work. 
H«  yKu  ttlaty  a  lemed  man,  a  clerk,       4811 
"*t  Cristes  gosiKfl  trewely  wolde  prechc; 
^  parisihens  devoutly  wolde  he  teche. 
°^oiCne  he  was,  and  wonder  diligent. 
And  in  adveniitee  fal  pa<-ient : 
And  nrich  ho  was  y-preved  oitv  8>-thes. 
^  ]ooth  were   him  to  cnrson  for  his 
tjtht«,  48<> 

*»t  mther  wiJde  he  yeven,  out  of  doute, 
'  n>tu  his  puvre  parissheus  aboute     (490; 
^liiaolfriug,  and  cek  of  his  substaunce. 
He  ctiuile  in  litel  thing  han  suAisaunce. 
<^rd  «H«  his  parisshe,  and  houses  fer 
a-Kiuder,  491 

p»t  htf  ne  lalte  nat,  fur  n*yii  nt*  t  bonder, 
*1  ttilmes  nur  in  meschiof,  to  viii^'te 
^'^  ferreste  in  his  parisshe,  muche  and 

Ijte. 
M^-<m  his  feet,  and  in  his  hand  a  star.  405 
^^is  nolile  ensampio  to  his  slieep  lie  yaf. 
*«*t  first  he  wroghte,  and  atterwanl  hv 

tanghte ; 
^'***  •»f  the  gospel  he  tho  w<irdefl  caughto  ; 
ijj^'l  ihia  figure  he  ad«led  t-ek  thor-to.  iKm* 
T^t  if  g*>ld  mste,  wlmt  shal  iron  do?  5<«> 
y*  U  a  preest  be  foul,  on  whom  we  tnixte, 
*•  *wnder  is  a  lewed  man  to  nist«  ; 


I 

i 


And  shame  it  is.  if  a  preest  take  keep. 
A  shiten  shepherde  and  a  dene  sheep. 
Wel  ffghte  a  preest  ensample  for  to  yive. 
By  his   clcnnesse,   how  that   his  shvej) 
shold  live.  50^; 

He  sette  nat  his  benefice  to  byre. 
And  U'et   his  sheep   encombre*!   in  the 
myre,  (510- 

And  ran  t«»  Dindou.  uii-to  s^ynt  Poules. 
I  To  seken  him  a  chaunterio  for  soules.  j^ut 
Or  with  a  hretherhecl  to  been  withholds  ; 
I  But  dwelte  at  hof>m,  and  kepte  wel  his 
!  folde. 

■  So  that  the  wolf  ne  made  it  nat  miscarie  : 
I  He  was  a  shopherde  and  no  mercenarie. 
And  though  he  holy  were,  and  vcrtuouA. 
I  Ho  was  to  sinful  man  nat  despitous,     51^1 
Xe  of  his  speohe  daungorr>us  ne  dignv. 
But  in  his  tecliing  discreet  and  lienigiie. 
To  drawen  folk  to  heven  by  faimesse  '5ii> 
I  By  good  ensampio,  was  his  bisinesse  :  5^* 
I   But  it  were  any  iiersone  obstinat, 
I  Wliat-so  he  were,  of  heigh  or  lowe  estat. 
Him  woltie  he  snib)>en  shar|>ly  f<»r  the 

nones. 
A   )K>ttre   preest,    I   trowe   that    uowIu*r 

nr>on  is. 
He  wa^-t*"*!  after  no  pf»mpe  and  reverence. 
Xo  maked  him  a  spyce<l  conscience.  5^6 
But  Cristes  lore,  and  his  ap^istbw  twelvi*, 
He  taughte,  and  iirst  he  folwed  it  him- 
Si'lve.  '5*o- 

With  him  ther  was  a  Pix)wmax,  was  his 
brother.  Plowman. 

That   hadilu  y*hid   of   dong  ful  many  a 
flit  her.  5<o 

A  trewo  s winker  and  a  g«MMl  was  ho, 
Livinge  in  i>ees  and  parlit  (■hariroe. 
Oud  li>ve<l  he  best  with  al  hLs  hole  hertc 
At    alio    tymes,    thogli    him    gamed    or 

snierte. 
And  thnnne  hi^i  neighelxiur  right  as  hini- 
s»'lve.  5.^^ 

Ho  woldo  thresshe,  an<l  ther-to  <lyke  and 

delve. 
For  Cristi'S  suike.  for  ever>'  povre  wight, 
Withouten  hyr*\  if  it  lay  in  hi<»  might. 
Hi.stythes  payed  he  ful  faire  and  w«'l.  (541) 
Hot  he  <»t'his  propn;  s^^ink  ami  his  cat«'l. 
In  a  tabard  he  nxKl  uiwrn  a  mere.  541 

Titer  was  also  a  Beve  and  a  Millere. 
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A  SoxnnoTir  and  a  Pardoner  also, 

A  Maonciple,  and  my-«elf;    ther  were 

namo. 
The  MiLLKB  was  a  stoat  carl,  for  the 

nonea,  Miller. 

Fal  big  he  was  of  brann,  and  eek  of 

bones ;  546 

That  proved  wel,  for  over-al  ther  he  cam, 
At  wrastling  he  wolde  have  alwey  the 

ram.  (550) 

He  was  short-sholdred,  brood,  a  thikke 

knarre, 
Ther  nas  no  dore  that  he  nolde  here  of 

harre,  550 

Or  breke  it,  at  a  renning,  with  his  heed. 
His  herd  as  any  sowe  or  fox  was  reed, 
And  tiier-to  brood,  as  thongh  it  were 

a  spade. 
Up-on  the  cop  right  of  his  nose  he  hade 
A  werte,  and  ther-on  stood  a  toft  of  heres, 
Reed  as  the  bristles  of  a  sowes  eres ;     556 
His  noee-thirles  blake  were  and  wyde. 
A  swerd  and  bokeler  bar  he  by  his  syde ; 
His  mouth  as  greet  was  as  a  greet  fomeys. 
He  was  a  janglere  and  a  goliardeys,     560 
And  that  was  most  of  sinne  and  har- 

lotryes.  (563) 

Wei  ooude  he  stelen  com,  and  toUen 

thiyes; 
And  yet  he  hadde  a  thombe  of  gold, 

pardee. 
A  whyt  cote  and  a  blew  hood  wered  he. 
A  baggepype  wel  ooude  he  blowe  and 

sowne,  565 

And  ther-with-al  he  broghte  us  out  of 

towne.  Maundple. 

A  gen  til  KAimciPUB  was  ther  of  a  temple, 

Of  which  aohatours  mighte  take  ezemple 

For  to  be  wyse  in  bying  of  vitaille      (571) 

For  whether  that  he  pajrde,  or  took  by 

taille,  570 

Algate  he  wayted  so  in  his  achat, 
That  he  was  ay  bifom  and  in  good  stat. 
Now  is  nat  that  of  Ood  a  ftd  fair  grace, 
That  swich  a  lewed  mannes  wit  shal  pace 
The  wisdom  of  an  heep  of  lemed  men?  575 
Of  maistres  hadde  he  mo  than  tluyee 

ten, 
That  were  of  lawe  escpert  and  carious ; 
Of  which   ther  were  a  doseyn  in  tliat 

hoos 


Worthy  to  been  stiwardes  of  rente  and 

lond  (581) 

Of  any  lord  that  is  in  Engelond,  580 

To  make  him  live  by  his  propre  good, 
In  honour  dettelees,  but  he  were  wood, 
Or  live  as  scarsly  as  him  list  desire ; 
And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  shire 
In  any  cas  that  mighte  falle  or  happe ;  585 
And  jrit  this  maunciple  sette  hir  aller 

cappe.  Reve. 

The  Revs  was  a  sdendre  oolerik  man, 
His  herd  was  shave  as  ny  as  ever  he 

can,  (590) 

His  heer  was  by  his  eres  round  y-shom. 
His  top  was  dokked  lyk  a  preest  bifom. 
Ful  longe  were  his  legges,  and  fol  lene, 
Y-lyk  a  staf,  ther  was  no  calf  y-eene. 
Wel  coude  he  kepe  a  gemer  and  a  binne; 
Ther  was  noon  auditour  coude  on  him 

winne. 
Wel  wiste  he,  by  the  droghte,  and  by  the 

reyn,  S9S 

The    yelding   of  his   seed,  and    of  hii 

greyn. 
His  lordes  sheep,  his  neet,  his  dayeiye, 
His  swjrn,  his  hors,  his  stoor,  and  his 

pultrjre,  (600) 

Was  hoolly  in  this  reres  governing,     509 
And  by  his  oovenaunt  yaf  the  rekening, 
Sin  that  his  lord  was  twenty  3reer  of  age ; 
Ther    ooude    no    man    bringe    him    in 

arrerage. 
Ther  nas  baillif,  ne  herde,  ne  other  hyne, 
That  he  ne  knew  his  sleigfate  and  his 

oovyne;  604 

They  were  adrad  of  him,  as  of  the  deetlu 
His  woning  was  fal  fnir  up-on  an  heeth. 
With  gn:'ene  trees  shadwed  was  his  place. 
He  ooude  bettre  than  his  lord  purchaoe. 
Ful  riche  he  was  astored  prively,        (611) 
His  lord  wel  ooude  he  plesen  subtilly,  610 
To  yeve  and  lene  him  of  his  owne  good. 
And  have  a  thank,  and  yet  a  cote  and 

hood. 
In  youthe  he  lemed  hadde  a  good  mister; 
He  was  a  wel  good  wrighte,  a  carpenter. 
This  reve  sat  up-on  a  fal  good  stot,       615 
That  was  al  pomely  grey,  and  hi^te 

Scot. 
A  long  suroote  of  pers  up-on  he  hade, 
And  by  his  syde  he  bar  a  rusty  blade.  <6jo) 


Of  Xoithfolk  «M  tiaf  r«-s=t.     c  -«^::^-:i  I  J  r  -  ^-s  .--=r?  i.r  ?^  LI-.-,  --tt'  ^tf-ii.-: 
telle.                                                      ■-■-        3-rrs   ^   --li:    ir-_:ir_iA:iK»   jjtil".      «.- , 

Tnkktid  he  wa«.  m  2f  *  rr*r*  *,':•  i=^  S--r  ▼-_  I  v  .  r  ^.  .--.  r-riT  -^  --..- 

And  erwr  he  naod  tie  z_z;Lr^*is    .?    cr  It      i--=_u     •t^--:    r.-    c_"-    il^jl    -i- 

rcnxtCL  -t-.:t— 

A  Sousocv  !■»•  titr  -rrii  la  —  ii-^r  i"  r     nrs   t  ■.    r^.—     r-piT    i^    idi..Cz 

place.  Si  III  ii  u."  !;i— "Ji— 

That  hadiie  a  rjrr-rM»i  licmrtr-iKi  z*:^.  .*_i  i  »_«  -cir  i_=i    7  1  ts*rfzf,—.  re 

F'T  »wK:e£e«2Z.  k*  «^a  Triti.  tT-ts.  lor^  -_  Iz.  ix^n^r  -*.: :.-:  i-t  iT  z_*  .-»::.:  4^t« 

A«  ho^    h«  w»«.   «£i    Wzt^T-.rzi.    u    i.  Tz-r  -   :ut  r-'lrf    r -Ji-  :_:...-*:. 

sparve:  -.J-  j-i .    cz.  t-b-  .:_jr   . .  ^iz^cJ.  1:1-  -^ki  L.  1 

With  fcalleii  i r : ■»«  : Ixt*.  *=.  i ;  ilis-i  :«=r:  r—  _ 

Of  liig  Tin^  •:hilirt=.  ■»<=«  ir^r-         ■  .•_  r^  ~-j_=.  _  Ij,.  _t  i.T  fct  1^-  -  !:-<  1-r^i 

Th*p  Ea«  'iTiik-iilTer.    L^u^t^   z.^    :nzi-  .^j  rr---  u  "  iTTrr  rr  1^  L-i-^Li-s 

BiTa*.  cercce.  n*  cill«    r  tAnr-  -  •_=_   ■  -.  '■'■"  --  j__i_  "ll-t  r  •.■!  a  ftz.^1  Pax;..  :•  i 

byte,  T^i.'.  srr-.jriz  -sjrf  ;•  c^-  rr:  li-i  :■  zr: 
"HxAs  him  zslgh-u  ZjtLiitz.    r  i-i  -"i^tlx-rf  1  i:.i.  Parirce 

whyte.  Ill  1  --.^  It  >.r^     ■?•  n  zJ.Liz.  1  "t.  ■ 
X.ir .rf  the  kn-.-l ^*t  firLrj*-    -  i_i  ZAL-.f.  zz.^.  --     - 

^fcl  1'tre.l  he  7wie«k.    T=--^-*    *^-    -^  — :— *  =■  =-^   —  "-^^  '■   '• :"   ^  f.-  '-.ztL   ir 

Ifekes.  ""^ti  -r-  -T  -r  -tt    :  i_-_r  *.  rrv-.-:  i  *  ::: 

Aad  ftiT  to  •lriiJtt=.  KT.rx  -wr.-.  rrr-l  ij  7i-«    T!k.-l.i.Tr  i^.  .^    Ir-^r   j^  y^'.    ■. 

U«id. 

Than  wt.M*    •:«  s;<X£.  ai.-    .rri    -j   ^:  L-:  *:..  -Ir  .■:  Itzj  a^   1>:1  ^  ?:r-k-. 

were  w—j«i.  £-1 

Aa.i  vhan  thjit  Le  "^kI  ir  zjl-i.  Lj.     ■:  "i-r:  I:-    1;.  ^-^  1-::i,k  Lis  1  ^u.;^ tLa:  1^  La  -.  1 


Than  wolde  he  fp^ke  =.  .•  -■  . r  i  ■  -•  L^-.yz.  53  r*  :  It 

A  teveterzcetf  h^il«  Lur.  •^v  -r  u.T>:<r  L--   ■"■   -  -  -   it   Iat.   :-  ;■  '.y  rj  .. 

That  he  h»I  lemw  '.-^it  ••:  «•:  =.  ir-  r—    -  - .  .  - 

Xo  wonder  ul  he  htrie  -t  «1  il-=  -*y  r:-":  -•■:.:.  r  .   L:-r.  i.-:  ■».. rt- :  L-. 

A&deek  je  kx."W*i.  -^iL  i..-w  Tl^r  a  ,»y  7  z  .-.  ~i*  rm-s^.-l  ~:  i-  lis  -* .»!.:. 

Can  clepen  'Waste.'  as  ■««:;  u  .i:.  :1t  M.-.  •!  :irLv..  1-  r-..:.C    :  ''l.<- i.-. 

pope.  :  .<.  It-    :  .  f.w-   h:^    -^i  1-^    -■=    - 

But  irhf>4o  coa'ie   in  •  ti-:r  'J-.i-ir   L.:..  a^-. 

trope.  -^  ^-*-.l-.    ^l.*^■:I.i^■    tvcr:   La  i  Ic  1-. 

ThazuM  hadde  h«r  sf <z:t  al  hi*  3  L^  •»  ;  i. y-r  Latt. 

Ay  'Qnutiu  'ptid  lyrif  *  w-  1  i-.  Lt:  ir-.-. 

^  «MageZitiIharI"t  ai.i  A  ki:.  J?      -.; 

■A  hettre  felawe  sh<.>Ide  ir.*:!:  L-eL:  is.  i-c. 

He  «(dde  saffre.  top  a  'jTmr:  •■!  -a^i..  i.  -:■:.  ..>. 

-^  ?ood  felawe  to  have  Lw  ■:•■-■.::■■  --z.      •  ->  A  ••   -.  ?  L.  L.i  ■  Le  as  m^xi  us  h.»:h  .1  f  • '. 

A  tvelf.mnnth. acd  excns*:  hii:-  a:t-r  rvJl-:  :  N-.  '-r  ;  L.» :  U  Li.  l.v  i.-vvr  si:- 1  io  ln^o 

Fill  iiriv«ly  a  tinch  e*-k  c.-a-it  Lt  j  "zU^.  A*  «::.  rho  i:  was  .t5  ::  w*  re  l.»:o  y-sli.t\  i- . 

■^ft'l  if  he  IVind  o-wher  a  z-^-i  r^lA'Ar,  I  :r  ■■»«  he  wtri-  a  z>.\  i::.ir  %t  a  man.    >  1 

"«  wMile  t<:chen  Lin.  :«•  have  :-••£.  »■*.:-.  B-.t   ■:  his  uratt.  :p»  IWr»ik  ixit..»  Woxv. 

^o  »wich  caa.  olf  the  erchflekres  turs.  '  ^c  X..-  w.is  thrr  swi^  L  iUiL-rhrr  ]iani<^r.t  r. 

B^if  a  laaiuicf  acmle  were  in  his  I'Tlts  -.  F.-r  in  hii  uiali:  hv  ha«.idv  a  i-ilwi.-K-«.T. 

^  5 


A-.^rn:  : 

;  ha  :  L. 

hv  s-.wi-i  ..-  h;s  .a: 

1^. 

Hi5-«^..: 

:ay  • :: 

-hiniinhislaii,. 
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A.    tr^e  $rofo0ttc. 


[t.  697-774. 


Which    that,  he    seyde,   was   our    lady 

veyl :  695 

He  seyde,  he  hadde  a  i^oliet  of  the  seyl 
That  s^ynt  Peter  hadde,  whan  that  he 

wente  (699) 

Up-on  the  see,  til  Jesn  Crist  him  hente. 
He  hadde  a  croyg  of  latoun,  ful  of  stones, 
And  in  a  glas  he  hndde  pigges  bones.  700 
But  with  thise  relikes,  whan   that   he 

fond 
A  povre  person  dwelling  np-on  lond, 
Ux>-on  a  day  he  gat  him  more  moneye 
Than  that  the  person  gat  in  monthes 

tweye. 
And  thus,  with  feyned  flaterye  and  japes, 
He  made  the  person  and  the  peple  his 

apes.  706 

Bnt  trewely  to  tellen,  atte  laste,         (709) 
He  was  in  chirche  a  noble  eoclesiaste. 
Wei  conde  he  rede  a  lessonn  or  a  storie, 
Bat  alderbest  he  song  an  ofFertorie  ;     710 
For  wel  he  wiste,  whan  that  song  was 

songe, 
He  moste   preche,  and  wel   affyle   his 

tonge, 
To  winne  silver,  as  he  ful  wel  coude ; 
Therefore  he  song  so  meriely  and  loude. 

Now  have  I  told  you  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
Th*estat,  th*array,  the  nombre,  and  eek  the 

cause  716 

Why  that  assembled  was  this  oompanye 
In  Southwerk,  at  this  gentU  hostelrye, 
That  highte  the    Tabard,  faste  by  the 

BeUe.  (7^0 

But  now  is  t3rme  to  yow  for  to  telle      720 
How  that  we  baren  us  that  ilke  night, 
Whan  we  were  in  that  hostelrye  alight. 
And  after  wol  I  telle  of  our  viage, 
And  al  the  remenaunt  of  our  pilgrimage. 
But  first  I  pray  yow,  of  your  curteisye,  725 
That  ye  n'arette  it  nat  my  vileinye, 
Thogh   that    I   pleynly    speke    in    this 

matere,  (729) 

To  telle  yow  hir  wordes  and  hir  chere  ; 
Ne  thogh  I  speke  hir  wordes  properly. 
For  this  ye  knowen  al-so  wel  as  I,         750 
Who-so  shal  telle  a  tale  after  a  man, 
He  moot  reherce,  as  ny  as  ever  he  can, 
Everich  a  word,  if  it  be  in  his  charge, 
Al   speke    he    never    so    rudeliche   and 

large; 


Or  elles  he  moot  telle  his  tale  untrewe,  735 
Or  fe3me  thing,  or  finde  wordes  newe. 
He  may  nat  ^>are,  al-thogh  he  were  his 

brother ;  (750) 

He  moot  as  wel  seye  o  word  as  another. 
Crist  spak    him-self  ful    brode  in   holy 

writ. 
And  wel  ye  woot,  no  vileinye  is  it.       740 
Eek  Plato  seith,  who-so  that  can  him 

rede. 
The  wordes  mote  be  oosin  to  the  dede. 
Also  I  prey  yow  to  foryeve  it  me, 
Al  have  I  nat  set  folk  in  hir  degree 
Here  in  this  tale,  as  that  they  sholde 

stonde ;  745 

My  ydt  is  short,  ye  may  wel  understonde. 
Greet  chere  made  our  hoste  us  everichon, 
And  to  the  soper  sette  us  anon ;  (750/ 

And  served  us  with  vitaille  at  the  beste. 
Strong  was  the  wyn,  and  wel  to  drinke 

us  leste.  75" 

A  semely  man  our  hoste  was  with-alle 
For  to  han  been  a  marshal  in  an  halle ; 
A  large  man  he  was  with  eyen  stepe, 
A  fairer  buxgeys  is  ther  noon  in  Chepe : 
Bold  of  his  speche,  and  wys,  and  wel 

y-taught,  755 

And  of  manhod  him  lakkede  right  naught 
Eek  therto  he  was  right  a  mery  man, 
And  after  soper  pleyen  he  bigan,        {jto} 
And    spak  of  mirthe    amonges   othere 

thinges. 
Whan  that  we  hadde  maad  our  reken- 

inges;  7» 

And  seyde  thus :  *  Now,  lordinges,  trewely, 
Ye  been  to  me  right  welcome  hertely : 
For  by  my  trouthe,  if  that  I  shal  nat 

lye, 
I  ne  saugh  this  yeer  so  mery  a  oompanye 
At  ones  in  this  herberwe  as  is  now.      7t>s 
Fayn  wolde  I  doon  yow  mirthe,  wiste 

I  how. 
And  of  a  mirthe  I  am  right  now  bitho^t. 
To    doon   yow   ese,  and   it   shal   C4j«te 

noght.  (77^ 

Ye  goon  to  Caunterbury;    God  yow 

spede, 
The    bUsful    martir    quyte    yow    your 

mede.  77*> 

And  wel  I  woot,  as  ye  goon  by  the  weye. 
Ye  shapen  yow  to  talen  and  to  pleye  ; 


T.r7H44-] 
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9m 

Aftd  tlHTfrvm  ml  f  malrnmi  jtt-  djoiort. 
As  I  Mjrde  ent,  and  doon  ymw  ■om  con- 
fort.  776 
And  il'yow  lyketh  alle,  by  oon  aaent, 
^*"wfortoMoiiden«tiiijjng«meiit,    ^;«o> 
Axiil  for  to  werken  as  I  ihal  ytm  M7«. 
Tr>-nioirire,  whim  ye  jydem  \*y  the  weye, 
Xuw.  hj  my  Ikder  aimle,  that  is  dee^l,  781 
Bui  ye  be  mexye.  I  wol  yeve  yow  myn 

hee<I. 
Rt.dil  up   your    hond,    nithoaten    more 
speche.' 
Our    cooBseil   was   nat   loxige    for   to 
leche; 
t's  thon^hte  it  was  nog^ht  worth  to  make 
it  trys,  7^5 

An«l    ^rannted    him    withonten    more 

Ai:«l  had  him   seye  his   venlit,  as  him 

leste. 

'  I^rdinges,-   qno<l  he,  *now  herkneth 

forthcboste;  <7\^y) 

fi^iT  Uk  it  not,  I  prey  y«^»w.  in  de«deyn ; 

*^is  is  the  po>'nt,  to  si^eken  short  aiul 

pleyn,  7«>o 

That  erh   of  yow,   to  sborte  with  your 

weye, 
Ui  this  xiBge,  shal  telle  tales  tweye. 
T'l  Camnterlifuy-warih     ment-  i'  -^^ 
And  hom-ward    he    shal    tellen    othere 

two, 
^aventures  that  whylom  han  bifalle.  71*5 
Axul  which  of  yow  that  bereth  him  best 

nfalle, 
"Hiat  is  to  sejrn,  that  telleth  in  this  cas 
^Talesof  best  HenKuce  and  most  bq\a»,  i.^^oo) 
Slial  huve  a  ervper  tit  titat  aU^r  ci«t 
Herj  in  this  place,  sitting  by  this  iKJSf,, 
^Tuua  that  we  come  agayn  fro  Canntor- 
buy.  801 

And  for  to  make  yow  the  more  mery, 
I  ^«»l  my-selven  glaiUy  with  yow  rj'«le, 
^«ht  at  myn  owne  cost,  and  be  yonr 

Anil  wbo4o  wol  my  jngcment  witliscye 
^^  paye  al   that  we  siH?nden   by  the 
^eye.  i-\.6 

^^'^  if  ye  Tonche-sanf  that  it  l)e  so, 
*^  "tte  anon,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  (8i«»j 


Aad  t  wdJ  «f|y  sbafie  me  therfore.* 
Thii  thins  '*'^9  gnannted.  and  oar  othfs 
swf»re  810 

With  fnl  plad  herte.  and  preyden  him 

also 
That  he  wold  voncho  aanf  for  to  do  so, 
And  thjit  be  wulde  lt«tetL  ocir  ftrTtaneoor. 
And  <tf  iflar  tal^  jnK?  nad  rrportoiir, 
And  sttte  a  w^per  Mt  m  «Tt«yn  piys       815 
And  — ?  --■  1 !  retili*d  been  at  hii  deTjfl; 
In  hei^h  and  lowe;   and  thus,  by  <H*n 

assents 
Wp  h^^n  aconl«d  to  his  jugement.      ■  «ji>) 
And  thcT^npNotj  th«  ^yn  was  fet  anon  ; 
Wc  flTotik^n^  And  to  r»t«  weiii«  eohon, 
With-onten  ajiy  len^r  taiyin^^,  Sji 

A  -m  orw*,  wh&a  tkut  day  bigan  to  sprinse. 
Up    roos   our   host,  and  was   our  aller 

cok. 
And  gadrede  us  togidre.  alle  in  a  flok. 
And  forth  we  riden.  a  litel  more  than 

pas,  Hjs 

Un-to  the  watering  of  seint  Thomas. 
And  there  our  h<iSt  bigan  his  hors  arest*'. 
And  sc-yde :  '  Lordinges,  herkneth.  if  y».w 

leste.  .s.?t)) 

Ye  wo<^>t  your  forwanl.  and  T  it  yow  re- 

conle. 
If  even-*>ug  and  morwe>9(>ug  a<.orde,    8.?o 
Lat    see  now  who  shal  telle  the  Jirste 

tale. 
As  over  mote  I  drinke  wyn  or  ale, 
Whi>-s«>  1(0  rt-Wl  to  my  jugomont 
Shal  ii«ye  tor    al    that    bj-  the   woye  is 

si>ont. 
Xow    ilrawoth   cut,    er    that    we    forror 

twinne ;  8^5 

He  which  that  hath  the  shortest  slml 

biginne. 
Sire  knight.'  quod  he,  '  my  maistor  and 

my  lord,  ■«») 

Now  draweth  cut,  for  that  is  myn  a<'ord. 
Cometh  neer,*  quod  he,  '  my  Ijidy  prior- 

esse; 
And  ye,  sir  clerk,  lat  be  y<mr  s1iamt)ist- 

nesse,  840 

N'o  stntlieth   noght ;    !(•>•  hond  to,   every 

man.' 
Anon  to  (Ira wen  over>'  wight  bigan, 
An<l  shortly  for  to  tellen,  as  it  was. 
Were  it  by  11  venture,  or  sort,  or  cas, 
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A     t^c  %nis^tu  Zatt. 


[r.  847-^890. 


Tim  jjrstln?  is  tljifl,  tht>  i^nt  ill  to  th^  knight^ 
Of  wbii^li  fol  blythe  nnd  glad  ^^43  crf^ry 

Anfi  telle  lie  mnjrto  lua  tnli*,  aa  wAai^s^niip 
By  frtrwriril  hi\i\  l>y  oi^nnjHr'sirirmii,  (850) 
As  ye  hnis  Jiorri  :  M'\ii\t  nr^ilt^th  wonlesmo? 
And    irliftn    tins    p^de     man    BAagli     jt 

A3  lie  that  ^ys  VtTis  and  ol>frlierLt 

To  kept?  liis  tWr^vard  liy  lila  Iree  iissent. 


H«    *«yid*  1    '  Sin    I    ibAl   b^gritm*  t^ 

Whtu^   welcome    be  the  eut,   n.  0«ddi* 

nftme! 
Now  Int  uff  Tyil««,  luid  herknrth  wluu  I 

And  wjdi  that  word  we  riden  IWrtb  «fir 
w^ye ;  (B^i 

And  lie  higiui  with  riglit  &  meiT  ebon 
Hk  talo  Knoo,  knd  fleyde  In  thtc  m&nei^. 


Here  endetti  the  prolog  of  thla  book;  and  here  bigloneth  Hie 
which  is  the  &ilr^te«  Tale. 


THE    KNIGHTES    TALE. 


T.  891-97*.] 
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1  wol  Dttt  ]«tt«n  eek  noon  of  this  route  ; 
Lftt  eTciy  feUwe  telle  his  tale  aboate,  890 
And  Uit  see  now  who   shal  the    soper 
winne;  (33) 

And  ther  I  lefte,  I  wol  ageyn  biginne. 

This  dnk,  of  whom  I  make  mencioun, 
When  he  was  come  almost   nnto  the 

tonn. 
In  al  his  wele  and  in  his  moste  pryde,  895 
He  was  war,  as  he  caste  his  eye  aayde, 
Wber  that  ther  kneled  in  the  hye  weye 
A  ccmpanye  of  ladies,  twejre  and  twejre, 
Kch  after  other,  clad  in  clothes  blake ;  (41) 
But  swich  a  cry  and  swich  a  wo  they 
make,  900 

That  in  this  world  nis  creature  livingo, 
That  herde  swich  another  weymenting^ ; 
And  of  this  cry  they  nolde  never  stenten, 
Til  they  the  reynes  of  his  brydel  henten. 
'  ^What  folk  ben  ye,  that  at  myn  hoom- 
cominge  905 

Pertnrben  so  my  feste  with  ciyinge  ?  * 
Qnod  Theseus,  *  have  ye  so  greet  envye 
Of  myn  honour,  that  thus  oompleyne  and 
crye?  (50) 

O*"  who  hath  yow  misboden,  or  offended  ? 
And  telleth  me  if  it  may  been  amended ; 
A^d  why  that  ye  ben  clothed  thus  in 
blak?'  911 

The  eldest  lady  of  hem  alle  spak, 
^lien  she  hadde  swowned  with  a  deedly 

chere, 
Tliat  it  was  routhe  for  to  seen  and  here, 
And  leyde  :  *  Lord,  to  whom  Fortune  hath 
yiven  915 

^ictorie,  and  as  a  conquerour  to  liven, 
^o^t  greveth  us  your  glorie  and  ycmr 

honour; 
^^  we  biseken  mercy  and  socour.       (60) 
Have  mercy  on  our  wo  and  our  distressc. 
^om  drope  of  pitee,  thurgh  thy  gentil- 
Mse,  qao 

^p-on  us  wrecched  wommen  lat  thou  falle. 
^or  oertes,  lord,  ther  nis  noon  of  us  alle, 
^^  ihe  nath  been  a  duchesse  or  a  queno ; 
^ow  be  we  caitifg,  as  it  is  wel  sene  : 
Thanked  be  Fortune,  and  hir  false  wheel, 
^^  noon  estat  assureth  to  be  weel  926 
^'^  certes,  lord,  t'abjrden  your  presence, 
^en  in  the  temple  of  the  goddessc 
Clemence  (ya) 


Wo  ban  ben  waytingo  al  this  fonrtenight ; 

Nuw  help  us,  lonl,  sith  it  is  in  thy  might. 

I  wrecche,  which  that  wex>o  and  waillo 

thus,  931 

Was  whylom  wyf  to  king  Capanens. 
That  starf  at  Thebes,  cursed  be  that  day! 
And  alle  we,  that  been  in  this  array, 
And  maken  al  this  lameutacioun,         935 
We  losten  alle  our  housbondes  at  that 

toun, 
Whyl  that  the  sego  ther-abonte  lay. 
And  yet  now  th'oldo  Creon,  weylaway  ! 
The  lord  is  now  of  Thebes  the  citee,     (81 ) 
Fulfild  of  ire  and  of  iniquitC^,  940 

He,  for  despyt,  and  for  his  tirannjre, 
To  do  the  dede  bodyes  viloinye. 
Of  alle  our  lordes,  whiche  that  ben  slawe, 
Hath  alle  the  bodyes  on  an  beep  y-drawe, 
And  wol  nat  suffren  hem,  by  noon  assent, 
Neither  to  been  y-buried  nor  y-brent,  946 
But  maketh  houndes  ete  hem  in  despyt.' 
And  ^^-ith  that  word,  with-outen  more 

respj-t,  (90) 

They  fiUen  gruf,  and  cryden  pitously, 
^  Have   on    us  wrecched  wommen    som 

mercy,  9511 

And  lat  our  sorwo  sinken  in  thyn  horte.' 
This  gcntil  duk  donn  from  his  courser 

stcrto 
With  herte  pitous,  whan  he  herde  hem 

si>okc. 
Him  thonghte  that  his  herte  wolde  l)reke, 
Wlian  he  saugh  hem  so  piti>ns  and  so 

mat,  955 

That  whylom  weren  of  so  greet  estat. 
And  in  liis  armes  he  hem  alle  up  hentc, 
And  hem  conforteth  in  ful  good  entente  ; 
And  swoor  his  00th,   as  he  was  trowe 

knight,  (u)i) 

Ho  wolde  doon  so  forforthly  his  might  960 
l'l)-on  the  tyraunt  Croon  hem  to  wreke. 
That  al  the  peple  of  Grece  sholde  spoke 
How  Creon  was  of  Tlieseus  y-served, 
As  he  that  hadde  his  dceth  ful  wel  do- 

8er\'e<l.  964 

An«l  right  ancx>n,  with-onten  more  abood, 
His  biinor  ho  desplayeth,  and  forth  rood 
To  Tlic1)es-ward,  and  al  his  host  bisyde  ; 
No  neor  Atheni^  wolde  he  go  ne  rydc, 
No  take  his  cse  fully  half  a  day,  (in) 

But  onward  on  his  woy  that  night  he  lay: 
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And  s«]ito  luiortii  IiMilitathe  qnone,      971 
Ami  Emolye  liir  .v«.»n^'c  suster  fiheiie, 
I'n-to  thf  touii  of  Athoui-s  to  dwelle; 
Aim[  t'innh   he    rit ;   ther  nia  naxnore  to 

telle. 
The   rede  statuo  of  Mars,   with   Bi^ero 

and  tarjje,  975 

S4»  shyneth  in  liis  whyto  baucr  large, 
That  alle  th»^  feeUles  pliteren  npand  donn ; 
A II' I  l»y  his  liantr  lK»rn  is  hia  i»enoini  (lio) 
Of  j2r«»lil   ful  richo,   in   which  ther  was 

y-U'to 
Thf!  Minotaur,  which  that  he  slough  in 

Cnte.  9«*i 

Tlius  rit  this  ilnk.  thus  rit  thiscon<ineronr, 
And  iji  his  host  of  ohivalr>'o  the  flour, 
Til  that  h«'  <-an»  to  Thel»es,  and  alighte 
Kuire  in  a  teold.  ther  as  he  thoght^  fighte. 
ihil  shortly  fi.r  to  speken  of  this  thing,  9K5 
With  Creoii,  which  that  was  of  TheVies 

kinj?. 
He   fauj;ht,   and   slonjrh   him   manly  as 

a  kniirht 
Til  I'lcyn  liatailh',  and  jmtte  the  folk  to 

Hijrht  ;  (iV)) 

A  111  I  l-y  assjuit  ho  wnn  the  citoc  after, 
Au«l  rente  n<l(»nn  l^.tho  wal,  and  sparre, 

and  rafti-r ;  09*) 

Ai.d  to  tln'  Ijiilycs  ho  r'-sti»r»*«l  a^uyn 


And  so  bifel,  that  in  the  tas  they  foianJe, 
Thnrgh-girt  with  many  ft  gm-ooi  Uody 

wonnde,  lom 

Two  ^^'ongc  knightes  ligging  1>y  and  by, 
Botlie  ill  (K)ii  armes,  wnight  fol  richelr, 
Of  whichc  two,  Areita  liiglit  that  uon, 
And  that  other  knight  hight  raUmAn. 
Xat  fully  qnike,  ne  fully  dede  th*y  wer*, 
But  by  hir  cote-armures.  and  liyhircierF, 
The  heraudes  knewe  hem  best  in  sf>e*^ 
As  thoy  that  wercn  of  the  bluod  n^'idicx)/ 
Of  Thebes,  and  of  sustren  two  y-htm. 
Out  of  the  tas  the  pilours  han  h(>m  tirfii, 
And  lian    liem    caried  softo  nn-to  tbe 

tento  woi 

Of  Theseus,  and  he  ful  sone  hem  Kute 
To  Atheni^s,  to  dwcllen  in  prisoun 
Pen^tuelly,  he  nolde  no  ntunsonn. 
And  whan  this  worthy  itnk  hath  thns 

y-ilon,  HW5 

He  t(M>k  his  host,  and  hf>om  lie  pyxlaot^i 
With  laurer  erowneil  as  a  conqucnmr: 
Ami  there    he  livoth,   in  jt.j-e  und  in 

honour,  -i?*. 

Terme  iA'  liis  lyf ;    what  netleth  wi«ria 

mo? 
And  in  a  tour,  in  angwisli  and  in  iro.  low 
Dwcllen  this  Palamonn  and  cek  Arcite, 
P<»r  evemvor**^   ther  uu\.y  t>«»  vAA  hftW 


T.  1053-1130.] 
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And  in  the  gardin,  at  the  sonne  up-riBte, 
She  walketh  np  and  doon,  and  as  hir 

liste 
She  gadereth  floures,  party  whyte  and 

rede, 
To  make  a  eotil  gerland  for  hir  hede, 
And  as  an  aungel  hevenly  she  song.    1055 
The  grete  tonr,  that  was  so  thikke  and 

strong, 
Which  of  the  castel  was  the  chief  don- 

geonn,  (199) 

(Ther-as  the  knightes  weren  in  prisonn, 
Of  whiche  I  tolde  3^w,  and  tellen  shal) 
Waseyenejoynanttothegardin-wal,  1060 
Ther  as  this  Emelye  hadde  hir  pleyinge. 
Bright  was  the  sonne,   and   cleer  that 

morweninge, 
And  Palamon,  this  wofhl  prisoner, 
As  was  his  wone,  by  leve  of  his  gayler, 
Was  risen,  and  romed  in  a  chambre  on 

heigh,  1065 

In  which  he  al  the  noble  citee  seigh, 
And  eek  the  gardin,  tvd  of  brannches 

grene,  (209) 

Ther-as  this  fresshe  Emelye  the  shene 
Was  in  hir  walk,  and  romed  up  and 

doun.  1069 

This  sorweftil  prisoner,  this  Palamonn, 
Ooth  in  the  chambre,  roming  to  and  fro, 
And  to  him-self  compleyning  of  his  wo ; 
That  he  was  bom,  fol  ofte  he  seyde, '  alas !' 
And  so  bifel,  by  aventore  or  cas. 
That  thnrgh  a  window,  thikke  of  many 

a  barre  1075 

Of  yren  greet,  and  square  as  any  sparre. 
He  caste  his  eye  npon  Emelya, 
And  ther-with-al  he  bleynte,  and  cxyde 

»a!»  {230) 

As  thongh  he  stongen  were  on-to  the 

herte.  1079 

And  with  that  cry  Arcite  anon  np-sterte, 
And    seyde,   'Cosin    myn,    what    eyleth 

thee. 
That  art  so  pale  and  deedly  on  to  see  ? 
Why  cr3rdestow?    who  hath  thee  doon 

offence  ? 
For  GkKldes  love,  tak  al  in  pacience    1084 
Onr  prisonn,  for  it  may  non  other  be  ; 
Fortune  hath  yeven  us  this  adversitee. 
Sam  wikke  aspect  or  disposicioun 
Of  Satnme,  l^  sum  constellacioun,    (a$o) 


I 


Hath  yeven  us  this,  al-though  we  hadde 

it  sworn ; 
So  8too<l  the  heven  whan  that  we  were 

bom ;  uxjn 

We  moste  endure  it :  this  is  the  short  and 

pleyn.' 
This    Palamon    answerde,  and    seyde 

ageyn, 
'  Cosyn,  for  sothe,  of  this  opinioun 
Thou  hast  a  yeyn  ima^nacioun. 
Tliis  prison  caused  me  nat  for  to  crye.  1095 
But  I  was  hurt  right  now  thurgh-ont 

myn  ye 
In-to  myn  herte,  that  wol  my  bane  be. 
The  faimesse  of  that  lady  that  I  see  (240) 
Yond  in  the  gardin  romen  to  and  fro, 
Is  cause  of  al  my  crjring  and  my  wo.  1 100 
I  noot  wher  she  be  womman  or  goddesse ; 
But  Venus  is  it,  soothly,  as  I  gesse.' 
And  ther-with-al  on  kneSs  doun  he  fil. 
And  seyde :  •  Venus,  if  it  be  thy  wil 
Yow  in  this  gardin  thus  to  transfigure  1 105 
Bifore  me,  sorweful  wrecche  creature. 
Out  of  this  prisoun  help  that  we  may 

scapen. 
And  if  so  be  my  destinee  be  shapen    (^50) 
By  eteme  word  to  dyen  in  prisoun, 
Of  our  linage  have  som  compassioun,  1 1 10 
That  is  so  lowe  y-broght  by  tirannye.* 
And  with  that  word  Arcite  gan  espye 
Wher-as  this  lady  romed  to  and  fro. 
And  with  that  sighte  hir  beautee  hnrte 

him  so,  1 1 14 

That,  if  that  Palamon  was  woun<Ie<l  Rorc, 
Arcite  is  hurt  as  muche  as  he,  or  more. 
And  with  a  sigh  he  seyde  pitously  :    (259) 

*  The  fresshe  Iwautee  slooth  mo  sodeynly 
Of  hir  that  rometh  in  the  yonder  place  ; 
And,  but  I  have  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace, 
That  I  may  seen  hir  atte  leeste  weye,  iiii 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  ther  nis  namoro  to  soye.' 

This  Palamon,   whan   he  tho  wordes 
henle, 
Dispitously  he  loked,  and  answerde  : 

*  Whether  seistow  this  in   emest  or  in 

pley?'  ii?5 

'Nay,'  quod  Arcite,  'in  emest,  l»y  my 
I  fey! 

I  God  help  me  so,  me  list  ful  yvele  pleye.* 
I       This  Palamon  gan  knitte  his  browcs 

tweye :  (^70) 
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'It  ncFB/  qmad   hd^   'io  died  mt  ^ro^t 

Fortd  b6  fftls,  nc  for  to  be  trAjtdur     iiuo 

To  me,  that  nm  thy  coein  «D(1  thy  bnsthiw 
T-fiwom  fill  dGp«i  And  Qch  c>f  as  til  oyier^ 
Thut  never,  lor  to  dyen  in  the  p^yne,, 
Til  that  tlie  deetb  departs  aliAt  us  t  w^ryne, 
Hteither  of  n^  itk  love  to  hitidncfi  other,  1 135 
Nl-^  in  non  other  cftfl,  my  Ioto  hrotUer  j 
Bnt  that  thota  ahohbattr^welyfortJirenro* 
In  ttvery  pas,  and  I  fihal  fortbr^D  tb»e.  (iikjj 
Til  is  Tin*  thytj  4M>tb ,  and  tnyn  also,  oerteyis ; 
I  wot  right  T^eU  thoti  darat  it  n*t  withsejTi* 
Thna  artow  of  my  totinm^ilt  oat  of  dodte. 
And  now  thon  voidest  fdUlj  bc*n  abonte 
To  loTo  my  Indyr  -whom  I  love  and  Berve, 
And  <jFer  ahaL,  til  that  myn  horte  pterre. 
Now  cort^  fak  Arcite^  thoti  sti»lt  nat  »i. 
I  Jo ved  lilf  fLtst,  and  tolil  e  thm  my  wo  1 146 
As  to  my  counA&il,  and  my  brother  Awvni 
To  fortliTO  md:,  as  I  liave  UAd  hifixnLi  (J90) 
f^r  wbieh  thoti  art  y-bonnden  as  a  kni^lit 
To  liel])oxL  Die,  if  it  tay  in  thy  miKkt,  1150 
Or  cllea  art^w  fak^  1  dar  wd  Hoyti/ 

This  Art'ltfl  ful  proudly  flpak  ajjwyn, 
'Thou  tdialt,'  quod  be,    ^he  r^iher  faU 

than  I ; 
B^it  tlionart  fall,  T  tell^  the©  utterly^ 
F^  ►r  jvj  r  '^i  FJ1 H  3 1^  r  I J  <>ve<i  h  ir  Ji  rut  er  tho w.  j  155 


That  tlirm  and  I  be  dampned  t*.^  primp 

PeiT^etti^Uy  ;  ns  gajr&eth  n**  w 

Wb  stryvp  na  dide  tbe  bonadM  frff  lit 

boon,  Ti;7 

Thfly  foTi|rht«  al  day,  and  ywA  hirptrtTif 

noon ;  fm 

Ther  cam  a  Icjrtc^  wlijl  tliat  tilts'  *^ 

wrotb«, 
And  liar   aw«y  tb*   boofi    bitwjie  hm 

botba.  )i^ 

And  tharfoT^i  at  th^  king^  cooA  ajf 

bpotheTii 
Ech  man  for  him-^cdT  thur  ii  non  oUi«i 
Ijoy^  if  thefl  lust ;  for  I  lov*  a&d  ay  ihsl^ 
Ajid  Roritlily,  lev*  brf>tber,  tlu*  k  aL 
H(4£^  in  this  pnaonn  moi«  v#  endarsy  1 
And  Gv&rich  of  ti»  take  lii*  aventTirfc' 
Bre*t  waa  tha  atiyf  and  laac  hit* 

bem  tweyo. 
If  that  I  badd«  leyser  for  t«L>  mf^  ■     Li| 
Btit  to  th*eff(pot.    It  bapp«d  on  a  itar< 
fTo  telle  it  yow  at  ah^>rtly  as  I  mar)  ^1* 
A  worthy  dnk  that  higbto  PerntliM* 
Tlmt  fplawe  was  nti-to  duk  Tbj^rai 
Sin  thillt*  day  that  th^y  itf^re 

Ij-te, 
Waa  coma  to  Atheo**,  bis  felaws  tor 
And  foF  to  pi  fly e,  aa  h^  wa»  woai  tfl^  1 
F*ir  ii;  thi^  wcsrlil  lir>  l*"»voii  my  nc 
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a  Bwerd  he  sholde  lose  liui 
1215 


That  with 

heed; 
Ther  nas  non  other  remedye  ne  reed, 
But  taketh  his  leve,  and  homward  he  him 

ipedde ;  (359) 

I«et  him  be  war,  his  nekke  Ijth  to  wedde ! 

How  preet  a  sorwe  saifreth  now  Arcite ! 

The  deeth  he  feleth  thorgh  his  herte 

smyte ;  1220 

He  wepeth,  wayleth,  crjreth  pitonsly ; 
To  ileen  him-0elf  he  wajrteth  prively. 
He  eeytle,  *  Alias  that  day  that  I  was  bom ! 
Now  is  my  prison  worse  than  bifom  ; 
Xow  is  me  shape  eternally  to  dwelle  1225 
Noght  in  porgatorie,  but  in  helle. 
Alias !  that  ever  knew  I  Perothens ! 
For  elles  hadde  I  dwelled  with  Theseos 
Y-feteied  in  his  prisoun  ever-mo.        (371) 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  blisse,  and  nat  in  wo. 
Only  the  sighte  of  hir,  whom  that  I  serve, 
Though  that  I  never  hir  grace  may  deserve, 
Wolde  han  snffised  right  y-noogh  for  me. 
O  den  oosin  Falamon,'  quod  he, 
'  Thyn  is  the  victorie  of  this  aventnre,  1235 
Fal  blisfdlly  in  prison  maistow  dure ; 
In  prison  ?  oertes  nay,  but  in  paradyv ! 
Wei  hath  fortune  y-tumed  thee  the  dys, 
That  hast  the  sighte  of  hir,  and  I  th'ab- 

sence.  (381)  1239 

For  possible  is,  sin  thou  hast  hir  presence. 
And  art  a  knight,  a  worthy  and  an  able, 
Tliat  by  som  cas,  sin  fortune  is  channge- 

able, 
Thoa  mayst  to  thy  desjrr  som-t3rme  atteyno. 
Bat  I,  that  am  exyled,  and  barejrne 
Of  alle  grace,  and  in  so  greet  despeir,  1245 
That  ther  nis  erthe,  water,  fyr,  ne  eir, 
Ke  cxeatnze,  that  of  hem  makod  is, 
That  may  me  helpe  or  doon  confort  in  this: 
Wei  onghte  I  sterve  in  wanhope  and  dis- 

treose;  (391) 

Farwel  my  lyf,  my  lost,  and  my  gladnesse ! 
Alias,  why  pleynen  folk  so  in  commane 
Of  pnrveyaonce  of  Gkxl,  or  of  fortone. 
Thai  yeveth  hem  fol  ofte  in  many  a  gyse 
Wei  bettre  than  they  can  hem-self  devyse  ? 
Som  man  desjrreth  for  to  han  richessc,  1 255 
That  cause  is  of  his  mordre  or  greet  sik- 

And  som  man  wolde  ont  of  his  prison  fayn , 
Tbat  in  his  hons  is  of  his  meyuee  slayn. 


Infinite  harmes  been  in  this  matere ;  (401) 
We  witen  nat  what  thing  we  preyen  here. 
We  faren  as  he   that   dronke  is  as  a 

moos;  1261 

A  dronke  man  wot  wel  he  hath  an  hons. 
Bat  he  noot  which  the  righte  wey  is  tli  ider ; 
And  to  a  dronke  man  the  wey  is  slider. 
And  oertes,  in  this  world  so  faren  we ; 
We  seken  faste  after  felioitee,  ia66 

But  we  goon  wrong  fal  often,  trewely. 
Thus  may  we  seyen  alle,  and  namely  I,  (4 10) 
That  wende  and  hadde  a  greet  opinioun. 
That,  if  I  mighte  escapen  from  prisoun, 
Than  hadde  I  been  in  joye  and  perfit 

hele,  1271 

Ther  now  I  am  exyled  Aro  my  wele. 
Sin  that  I  may  nat  seen  yow,  Emelye, 
I  nam  but  deed  ;  ther  nis  no  remedye' 

Up-on  that  other  eyde  Palamon,      1275 
Whan  that  he  wiste  Arcite  was  agon, 
Swich  sorwe  he  maketh,  that  the  grete 

tour 
Besouneth  of  his  youling  and  clamour. 
The  pure  fettros  on  his  shines  grete  (421) 
Weren  of  his  bittre  salte  teres  weto.   1280 
*  Alias ! '  quod  he,  *  Arcita,  oosin  myn. 
Of  al  our  stryf,  God  woot,  the  fruyt  is  thyn. 
Thow  walkest  now  in  Thebes  at  thy  large, 
And  of  my  wo  thou  yevest  litel  charge. 
Thou  mayst,  sin  thou  hast  vnsdom  and 

manhede,  1285 

Assemblen  alle  the  folk  of  our  kinrede, 
And  make  a  werre  so  sharp  on  this  citee, 
That  by  som  aventure,  or  som  tretee, 
Thou  mayst  have  hir  to  lady  and  to  wyf, 
For  whom  that  I  fmot  nedes  lese  my  lyf. 
For,  as  by  wey  of  possibilitee,  (433)  1291 
Sith  thou  art  at  thy  large,  of  prison  free, 
And  art  a  lord,  greet  is  thyn  avauutage, 
More  than  is  myn,  that  sterve  here  in  a 

cage.  1294 

For  I  mot  wepe  and  wayle,  whyl  I  live, 
With  al  the  wo  that  prison  may  me  yive. 
And  eek  \*'ith  iK*yno  that  love  me  yiveth 

also,  (430) 

That  donbleth  al  my  torment  and  my  wo.' 
Ther-with  the  fyr  of  jelousye  up-stcrte 
With-inno  his  br(Mt,  and  hente  him  by 

the  herte  1300 

So  woodly,  that  he  lyk  was  to  biholde 
The  lK>x-treo,  or  the  osshen  dede  and  colde. 
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Tho   ipyclfli  lie;    *0   cmel    gttdtleft,   tbat 

go  Fern© 
Hii*  wflrlrl  with  1>]ti[1in|f  of  ytmr  trord 

eterue, 
AiicI  wryten  in  tho  tftbl4  <if  atlintnuiitl  130$ 
Youp  parlcmGut,  And  ytwir  elerne  gmunt. 
What  U  mA3ikind<^  uiffre  mi-t<t  yuw  hnUle 
Thtm  is  tli$  ihfl*ii,  thnt  rotOteth  in  tlie 

foldfl¥  C4-M) 

Fnr  jsliijm  is  nian  riglit  fi»  Hiir»ther  beate^ 

And  Imtli  ^likuoanc,  Mid  gm^t  ailveraite*, 
And  i>fte  tyxnee  j^lteleea^  p^ril^  !        iiu 
What  goTeT»aniico  is  in  this  pr^cleiioft, 
That  ffilttil^^s  torjnoiit^th  inDocencc? 
Ami  yet  encrefictli  this  &1  my  j>©nAiinees 
TliAt  man  is  bonnden  to  his  i>bs«rva-anoe, 
F'lr  Giidde*  sakf,  to  lett«ii  of  his  wiUe, 
Ther  aa  n  liewt  itiny  nl  his  lust  fWfille.  (460) 
And  wlian  a  bi^«st  is  deed,  he  hatli  no 

lit-yne  ; 
Bat  man  aitcr  his  deeth  moot  w«pe  luid 

pleynB^  i^mj 

T!»on^}j  in  this  world  h«  hnvocurp  and  wo; 
With-outen  douto  it  may  itourlen  m, 
Th'  sjiswere  of  thia  I  let^s  to  divynis, 
But  w¥l  1  ipffoot,  thnt  in  tbis  world  grat 

pyne  ia^ 
AIIas!  1  fte*  a  5fris*?nt  or  a  theet'T  11J5 


For  crrtti^ino  a*  imfc  of  ttiAt  pjotntrfi^ 
N«  li«T«r-mo  he  sliftl  his  lady  ih. 

Yow  loveres  iixe  I  now  this  qtustii^Sfe 
Who  hath  the  worws^  Aj^ite  or  1 
That  ixm  may  seen  bis  Wly  ib^  hf  ^^ 
BTit  lu  prison  b«  mopot  dl  w^^e  alwt^, 
Thftt  -jthfr  whfrr  him  lirt-  tiuir  l^^wf 
Bnt  Bftjn  bis  l*Ji\y  abii3  ho  tK-^FMDiJv  (jg 
Now  li^meth  as  yow  li«tf^  yi.  tlul  <«a, 
Fi*r  T  wol  t*lle  forth  as  I  hlirsn, 
Exptldl  prim*  F«fi^ 
Seqoltiir  pars  aecimds^ 

Wbttti  t!iat  Arritfl  to  Th^U-s  ioiiikb« 
P^l  afie  ft  day  h@  sweltfl  and  M^  'iU« 
For  se«n  his  lady  sbal  ho  ntvar^iM   Jfl 
And  shortly  to  ens^'ATid^D  a]  bisvo^  tpf^ 
So  tiincbc*  Borwc  bflul  ticvf^r  < 
That  is,  or  shaJ,  wbyl  th»t  the  1 

clnr©.  13ft* 

His  sleep,  hUmttij^  his  ilrinit  tsbiln  h"i^ 
That  lene  he  we«t  flJid  drro  mhmtbaSi 
His  eyen  hoi  we,  and  ^is^  *o  UiboW*; 
His  howe  fklwei,  aod  pailv  as  1 
And  scjlitAiie  be  waa,  and  «v*r  alloDi^  X 
And  waUllnig:  a!  the  nighit 

moRe. 
Ami  if  ho  hprdti  song  o^  i 
Tht-n  wi>]tlc>  hi*  wepe*  ha  plights  1 
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His  slepy  yerde  in  liontl  he  bar  uprighte ; 
Au  hat  he  werede  up-on  his  heres  brighte. 
Arrayed  was  this  god  (as  he  took  keep) 
As  he  was  whan  that  Argus  took  his  sleep ; 
And  seyde  him  thns :  *  T  Ath^nifs  shaltou 
wende ;  {^i^^)  1391 

Ther  is  thee  shai)en  of  tlij'  wo  an  ende.' 
And  with  that  wonl  Arcite  wook  and  sterte. 
*  Now  trewely,  how  sore  that  me  smerte/ 
Quod  he,  'V  Ath^nf*8  right  now  wol  I  fare ; 
Xe  for  the  drede  of  deeth  shal  I  nat  spare 
Tu  see  my  Udy,  that  I  love  and  serve ; 
In  hir  presence  I  recche  nat  to  sterve.'  (540) 
And  with  that  word  he  caughte  a  greet 
mironr,  1599 

And  saagh  that  chaonged  was  al  his  colonr, 
And  saogh  his  visage  al  in  another  kinde. 
And  right  anuon  it  ran  him  in  his  minde, 
That,  sith  his  face  was  so  disfigured 
Of  maladye,  the  which  ho  hadde  endured, 
He  mighte  wel,  if  that  he  bar  him  lowe, 
Live  in  Ath^nes  ever-more  unknowe,  1406 
And  seen  his  latly  wel  ny  day  by  day. 
And  right  anon  ho  chaunged  his  array, 
And  cladde  him  as  a  povre  laborer,    (551) 
And  al  allone,  save  oonly  a  s<|nyer,     14 10 
That  knew  his  privetee  and  al  his  cas. 
Which  was  ilisgyse<l  povrely,  as  he  was, 
T  Atlt^nM  is  he  g«»on  the  nexto  way. 
And  to  the  court  he  wcnto  up-on  a  day. 
And  at  the  gate  he  profreth  his  servyse, 
To  dmgge  and  drawe,  what  so  men  wol 
de\->*8e.  1416 

And  shortly  of  this  matere  for  to  seyn. 
He  fil  in  office  with  a  chamberlojm,    (561)) 
The  which  that  dwelling  was  with  Emelyo ; 
For  he  was  wjrs,  and  coude  sfM>n  aspye  1430 
Of  every  servaunt,  which  that  serveth 

here. 
Wel  coude  he  hewen  wode,  and  water  here, 
For  he  was  jrong  and  mighty  for  the  nones, 
And  ther-to  he  was  strong  and  big  of  bones 
To  duon  that  any  wight  can  him  de\'>*8e. 
A  yeer  or  two  he  was  in  this  ser\'yse. 
Page  of  the  chambreof  Emelyethe  brighte ; 
And  *  Philostrate '  he  seide  that  he  highte. 
Bat  half  so  wel  bik^ed  a  man  as  he  (571 ) 
Ne  was  ther  never  in  court,  of  his  degree : 
He  was  so  gentil  of  condicioun,  14.^1 

Tbat  thnrghont  al  the  court  was  his  re- 
noon. 


They  seyden,  that  it  were  a  charitee 
Tliat  Tlieseus  wolde  cnhauncen  his  degree, 
And  putten  him  in  worshipful  senyRe, 
Ther  as  ho  mighte  his  vertu  excercyse. 
And  thus,  witli-inne  a  whyle,  his  name  is 

spronge  14.^7 

Botlie  of  his  dedes,  and  his  goode  toiigo. 
That  Theseus  hath  taken  him  so  neer  (581) 
Tliat  of  his  chambre  ho  made  h  im  a  squyer. 
And  yaf  him  gold  to  mayntene  his  degree  ; 
And  eek  men  broghte  him  out  of  his 

coiitree 
Yrom.  yeer  to  yeer,  ful  prively,  his  ronto ; 
But  honestly  and  slyly  he  it  8i)ento, 
That  no  man  wondred  how  that  he  it 

haddc.  1445 

And  three  yeer  in  this  wyso  his  lyf  he 

la<lde. 
And  bar  him  so  in  ]>ee8  and  eek  in  werre, 
Ther  nas  no  man  that  Tlieseus  liath  derre. 
And  in  this  blisse  lete  I  now  Arcito,  (591) 
And  spoke  I  wol  of  Palamon  a  \yt**.  1450 
In  derknesse  and  horrible  and  stning 

pris<.)un 
This  seven  yeer  hath  seten  Palamouu, 
Fori)yned,  what  for  wo  and  for  distresso  • 
Wlio  feleth  double  soor  and  hevinesse 
But  Palam<m?  that  love  destreyiiotli  so, 
That  wood  out  of  his  wit  he  gooth  for  wo ; 
And  eek  therto  he  is  a  priwrner  1457 

Perpetuelly,  noght  oonly  for  a  yeer.   f^nju) 
Who  coude  ryme  in  English  pniprely 
His  martirdom  ?  for  sotho,  it  am  nut  I ; 
Therefore  I  i)a8se  as  lightly  as  J  may. 

It  fel  that  in  the  seventho  yeer,  in  May, 
The  thriddo  night,  (h8  olde  lx»k<««  twyu. 
That  al  this  storio  t4;llon  nion*  ph'yn.) 
Were  it  by  aveuturo  or  d<.>Htino«>,  14^,5 

i\b,  whan  a  thing  is  shaiN-n,  it  shal  lie.; 
Tliat,  S(»no  after  the  midnight,  Palnnionn, 
By  helping  of  a  froend,  brak  his  ])riHoun, 
And  flceth  tlie  citee^  fastn  as  h<i  iimy  go ; 
For  he  IumI  yivo  his  giiyler  drinko  imi  i^jii 
Of  a  clarree,  nnuul  of  a  corU-yn  wyn.  ftt\) 
With  nercotik«fH  and  opie  of  Th«'U;H  fyn. 
That  al  that  night,  th<^h  that  ni<'n  woldn 

him  shak<'. 
The  gaylfr  nh'f]*.  li"  mighU:  nat  awiiki' : 
And  thus  he  fleeth  as  fnste  as  <*vit  h<t 

may.  147c 

Thff  night  was  short,  and  fast**  by  th«'  day, 
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And  til  a  jbttovb,  faiste  tiier  besyd*^,      (6jcj) 
With   (IrerJikl  foot  thftn   stalteth   PaJ®- 

Poor  dit^nly,  this  wiw  Ma  oi^inioun,      1480 
That  in  tli«t  fifruve  he  wodJe  him  hyde  ^ 

day, 
Atld  in  the  night  thuD  wolde  he  tnke  hid 

wfty 
To  Thebea-wajrl,  hie  iVet-ndc*  tor  to  pi*^ 
On  TheaeuB  W  helpo  him  t^>  wenf«;^e  j 
And  ahortly^  outher  he  wolde  Irao  Iujb  Igrfj 
Or  winnen  Emcij^  nn-to  his  wyf  j       14^6 
Thia  ifl  th'offeot  and  his  entente  pleyn, 

Kow  wol  I  tome  ma-to  Arcite  fiee^jm^  (<J,io) 
That  litol   wiste   hyw   uy  tJiat  waa  bia 

Ti]  thAt  tortime  hud  bro^lit  Mm  ixi  tlie 
snare.  1490 

The  biey  larke,  tnijssager  of  d^, 
Saluettt  in  hir  !sc>ng  the  morwtig:n»yj 
And  fyiy  Pbebu*  rywth  np  so  brightOi 
That  al  tbe  cirient  hingheth  of  tlie  Uglitfi, 
And  with  his  stremea  dryeth  in  the  ^reves 
The  £tilv^r  dropea,  himg^ing  on  the  levei. 
And  Areitei  that  is  in  the  com*  royal 
With  Theaena,  bis  Sfiuyer  prindpal,  (640) 
Tg  rLsen,  un<l  lokihth  h,>ii  the  myrle  day. 
Au  i.  Ii»r  M  *ht*m  liia  <t)js»er4'niin«.'ti  to  May, 


But  aooth  is  s^ydt  gem  aith«n  mMn:^  ^iM^ 
That  *  feeld  h^th  ©yea,  aad  the  «od*  hill 
i'refi.'  153-4 

It  is  (ni  fair  a  man  !<;■  bere  bind  ensie, 
For  al-dAy  meteth  men  &t  niuet  itcvvae. 
Fill  iitel  woot  Aroit«  of  hia  £&!■*«,     1^ 
That  wae  so  ny  to  herknen  aJ  Ma  aim. 
For  in  the  hoah  fao  aitt@th  now  ftjl  «t01t 

WbAn  that  Arcite  bail  rumed  «!  Ml  fll^t 
And  Bougcu  al  the  rotrndel  liistfly,  ^e^jO 
In-to  A  stttdie  he  M  md^^yh^t  ^^ 

Aa  doon  tliiae  loverea  in  Mr  ^neynts  ^em 
Niiw  in  the  croppe,  now  dcwan  in  Uw  Im^ 
Now  ap^  nfjw  dotm,  as  bok«t  in  a  wrik 
Right  aa  the  FrtOny,  BootUy  fcr  to  tdZk 
X^jw  it  shynathf  now  it  reyitetli  h^  kSS 
Hight  so  can  gefy  Veniia  crrasnatM 
The  hertes  of  Mr  folk ;  ri^t  ■■  lur  dif 
Is  geotnl,  right  bo  channg^^  ah^  «tnr. 
Selde  ifl  the  Friday  al  the  vyke  y-l^ki^ 

Whan  that  Arcit^  had  mmg^  h«  |uia 
syke,  mil  y49 

And  aotte  him  do!Ui  withi-omtaciiitye(^« 
^  AJos !  ^  qnod  he,  ^  that  day  that  I  wailicnt 
How  longe^  Juno,  thnrgh.  thy  cmeli^t 
Woltow  werp^yen  Thebea  tbe  cliefr  f 
Alias !  y-broght  ia  to  ooni^ialortm  LHf 
The  blood  royal  of  C^dme  JLad  Anii^hioat] ; 
Of  Oadmiia,   whioii   tLid.t  wul^  tJie  nrfti: 
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Te  aleen  me  with  yoor  eyen,  Emelye ; 
Ye  been  the  cause  'wherfcHr  that  I  dye.  (710) 
Of  al  the  remenant  of  myn  other  care 
Ke  tette  I  nat  the  monntamice  of  a  tare, 
So  that  I  ooade  don  aught  to  your  ple- 

aannce !  *  1571 

And  with  that  word  he  fll  dotin   in  a 

traunce 
A  longe  iyme ;  and  after  he  np-sterte. 
This    Palamoun,  that    thonghte    that 

thorgh  his  herte  (716)  1574 

He  felte  a  cold  swerd  sodeynlicho  glyde, 
For  ire  he  qnook,  no  lenger  wolde  he  Vyde. 
And  whan  that  he  had  herd  Arcites  tale, 
A»  he  were  wood,  with  face  deed  and  pale, 
He  tterte  him  np  out  of  the  boskes  thikke, 
And  seyde :  *  Arcite.  falae  traitoor  wikke, 
Now  artow  hent,  that  lovest  my  lady  so, 
For  whom  that  I  have  al  this  -peyne  and 

wo,  1583 

And  art  my  blood,  and  to  my  coonseil 

sworn. 
As  I  All  ofte  have  told  thee  heer-blfom. 
And  hast  by-japed  here  dnk  Theseus,  1585 
And  falsly  chaonged  hast  thy  name  thus ; 
I  wol  be  deed,  or  elles  thou  shalt  dye. 
Thou  shalt  nat  love  my  lady  Emelye,  (750) 
Bat  I  wol  love  hir  only,  and  namo ; 
For  I  am  Palamoun,  thy  mortal  fo.     1590 
And  though  that  I  no  wepne  have  in  this 

place. 
Bat  out  of  prison  am  astert  by  grace, 
I  drede  no^t  that  outher  thou  shalt  dye. 
Or  thou  ne  shalt  nat  loven  Emelye. 
Chees  which  thou  wilt,  for  thou  shalt  nat 

asterte.'  1595 

This  Arcite,  with  ful  despitous  herte. 
Whan  he  him  knew,  and  hadde  his  tale 

herd. 
As  ilezs  as  leoun,  pulled  out  a  swerd,  (740) 
And  seyde  thus :  *  by  Ood  that  sit  above, 
Nere  it  that  thou  art  sik,  and  wood  for  love, 
And  eek  that  thou  no  wepne  hast  in  this 

place,  1601 

Thou  sholdest  never  out  of  this  grove  pace, 
That  thou  ne  sholdest  dyen  of  myn  bond. 
For  I  defye  the  seurtee  and  the  bond 
Which  that  thou  seyst  that  I  have  maad 

to  thee.  1605 

Wliat,  vemy  fool,  think  wel  that  love  is 

free,  (748) 


And  I  wol  love  hir,  mangre  al  thy  might ! 
But,  for  as  muche  thou  art  a  worthy  knight, 
And  wilnest  to  darre3me  hir  by  batayle, 
Have  heer  my  tronthe,  to-morwe  I  wol 
nat  fayle,  16 10 

With-outen  witing  of  any  other  wight. 
That  here  I  wol  be  founden  as  a  knight. 
And  bringen  hamejrs  right  y-nough  for 

thee; 
And  chees  the  beste,  and  leve  the  worste 

for  me. 
And  mete  and  drinke  this  night  wol  I 
bringe  1615 

Y-nough  for  thee,   and  clothes  for  thy 
beddinge.  (758) 

And,  if  so  be  that  thou  my  lady  winne, 
And  slee  me  in  this  wode  ther  I  am  inne, 
Thou  mayst  wel  have  thy  lady,  as  for  me.* 
This  Palambn  answerde :    '  I  graunte  it 
thee.'  1620 

And  thus  they  been  departed  til  a-morwe, 
When  ech  of  hem  had  leyd  his  feitb  to 
borwe. 
0  Cuplde,  out  of  alle  charitee  ! 
O  regne,  that  wolt  no  felawe  have  with 

thee! 
Fal  sooth  is  soyd,  that  love  ne  lonishii>o 
Wol  noght,  his  thankes,  have  no  felawo- 
shipe ;  1626 

Wel  finden  that  Arcito  and  Palamoun. 
Arcite  is  riden  anon  un-to  the  toun,  (770) 
And  on  the  morwe,   er  it  were   dnyes 

light, 
Ful  prively  two  hameys  hath  he  dight ,  1 630 
Botho  suffisaunt  and  mete  to  darreyne 
The  bataillo    in   the   feeld    bitwix   hem 

tweyne. 
And  on  his  hors,  allone  as  ho  was  boru, 
He  carieth  al  this  hameys  him  bifom  ; 
And  in  the  grove,  at  tyme  and  place  y-sct, 
This  Arcite  and  this  Palamon  ben  met. 
Tho  chaungen  gim  the  colour  in  hir  face ; 
Right  as  the  hunter  in  the  regne  of  Trace, 
That  stondeth  at  the  gappe  with  a  spere, 
^Vhan  hunted  is  the  leoun  or  the  here, 
And  hereth  him  come  russhing  in  the 
greves,  (783)  1641 

And  breketh  bothe  bowes  and  the  lov<?8, 
And  thinkcth,  'heer  cometh  my  mortel 

enemy, 
With-oute  faile,  he  moot  be  deed,  or  I ; 
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Or  Li^  niot  sk'E:"!!  mp,  it'tliiit  mi*  mijLa^pp^:' 
Su    iiTdim    thpy.    m    tlmungin^  <>f   Mr 

Urwo^  1647 

Art  fiTBis  i?v(?rioh  of  hvm  ntber  kn^Wf?.  (790) 
Tln^r  iikLft  nil  ginnl  'iny,  114*  no  ^ihtirkg; 
J  in  J  .^ri4ifht,  with-out<'ri  wordorrelierfliiig, 
Kvt  ri(  li  i*t  Lt'ni  hsilji  lur  to  Armen  oth&r, 
Aia  frrciidl;^  im  h(^  ^v('^L>  hiM  iiwitb  brother  j 
Aii'l  dl^i  r  that,  with  j?lii%riio  sperea strongs? 
Tln\V  t'-yuwi  H-h  lit  otlnir  wuiirli^f  loiig^, 
Tlioii  mighto.^t  WfJit^  tliwt  iliis  FhIoielouu 
In  hisj  ti^htinu  wli^  j*  w*i^"1  I&mii,      1*^56 
And  as  a  trin'!  t yR:ri*  vms  Ai^ito ; 
As  w II tit*  h>r^'S  Er"iin»^  tliL^y  to  ttmyter  (Wooj 
TliLit    ifntlu'ii   Mh^-te    Its    ftiom  ibr    ir* 

wf  N  hIh 
I  |4  to  the  micle  tbighte  tliey  in  liir  blood, 
A  t M i  in  t  h  ia  mydt*  1 1 ete  liom  fight mg: d welle j 
Ami  lurth  I  wnl  nl'Theseui  yow  ttiUe, 

Tbt)  duistiiu-t',  mini  tit  IV  gont^ral, 
Tlml  exfuitc'th  h\  tin?  w^trlil  over-al 
Tilt*  |(ur\-fjiiiLnct',  tLjit   Gud   hath  9&yn 

btt'jTii,  166^ 

Sif  stmnR  It  is,  timt,  thoUK^  tho  world 

Inn  I  swonn 
Tin*  trmtrfirn?  nfa  rliii^^.  by  ye  «r  im>% 
Vi't  iKHirtyi^ie  il  slml  I'ullt^n  mi  ji  lUxy  (ftm) 


lu  whielL  tber  wil4  lui  bert,  1 

t^ibtfi,  t«u) 

Diik    Theseus    the  streiehte    yrey    hnth 

liolde.  tiiyo 

.\nd  to  tkiP  lAtmde  iia  rydeth  Mm  fnl  ri^ht^ 
For  thider  was  the  h«rt  wont  Jmve  his 

fliirht, 
And  over  u  brook,  and  lo  furtli  on  his  weye. 
This  duk  wol  hau  a  oours  at  Mm^  or  tw«>>-¥f 
With  hound es,  awLi^he  aa  that  htm  list 

Qoomiuiile.  1^195 

And  wbau  this  duk  wa*  come  xui-to  th« 

lauudo, 
Under  tb«  sf^nuo  he  loketh^  and  aiion 
He  waM  war  of  Aruite  &z]d  fklamodif  [^40) 
Thnt  fought  lau  breme^  asit  werci  bores  twti; 
ThebrigbteawBrdesTrentian  to  and  fro  1700 
E^y  hldoQsly,  that  with  the  lc«st^  strotik 
It  setmed  as  it  wolde  felle  an  oyk  ; 
But  what  they  wem,  no-thiug  he  ne  woot. 
This  duk    his    courser  with   his   Sfrarvs 

suiotd, 
And  nt  a.  start  he  whs  bitwix  hem  two,  17115 
And  jialknl  ont  p.  swt?rd  &nd  cry&d^  *ho  i 
KmnoreT  up  pe>Tn?  <tf  lesiug  of  y^xnr  heed. 
By  m.tght3'Mnr^,  h^  slunlanon  bedeeilT  ^&^) 
TliAt  smjiet  U  any  bIp  lok,  that  I  nuij^  seent 
Bnt  telktti  uw  what  mister  m«u  ye  brf^n^ 
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And  this  if  he  that  krreth  Emelye.      1731 
For  nth  the  day  is  oome  that  I  shal  dye, 
I  make  plesmly  my  confeosioim, 
That  I  am  thilke  'wcfol  Palamoun, 
That  hath  thy  pruon  broken  wikkedly. 
I  am  thy  mortal  fb,  and  it  am  I  1736 

That  loveth  io  hote  Emelye  the  brighte, 
That  I  wol  dye  present  in  hir  sighte.  (880) 
Therfore  I  axe  deeth  and  my  ju'wyse ; 
But  alee  my  felawe  in  the  same  wyse,  1740 
For  bothe  han  we  deserved  to  be  slayn.' 

This  worthy  dnk  answerde  anon  agayn, 
And  seyde,  *  This  is  a  short  conolosioan  : 
Yonre  owne  month,  by  yonr  confessioon, 
Hath  dampned  yon,  and  I  wol  it  recorde, 
It  nedeth  no^t  to  pjme  yow  with  the 

corde.  1746 

Te  shol  be  deed,  by  mighty   Mars  the 

rede!' 
The  qoene  anon,  for  verray  womman- 

hede,  (890) 

Oan  for  to  wepe,  and  so  dide  Emelye, 
And  alle  the  ladies  in  the  companye.  1750 
Oret  pitee  was  it,  as  it  thonghte  hem  alle, 
That  ever  swich  a  chaunce  sholde  falle ; 
For  gentil  men  they  were,  of  greet  estat, 
And  no-thing  but  for  love  was  this  debat ; 
And  WKWB  hir  blody  wonndes  wyde  and 

sore;  1755 

And  alle  crjrden,  bothe  lasse  and  more, 
*Have  mercy,  lord,  np-on  us  wommen 

aUe!' 
And  on  hir  bare  knees  adonn  they  falle. 
And  wolde  have  kist  his  feet  ther-as  he 

stood,  (901) 

Tilat  thelasteaslaked  washismood;  i^ 
For  pitee  renneth  sone  in  gentil  herte. 
And  thoogh  he  first  for  ire  qnook  and 

sterte, 
He  hath  considered  shortly,  in  a  clause, 
Tba  trespas  of  hem  bothe,  and  eek  the 

cause: 
And   al-though    that   his   ire   hir    gilt 

accused,  (907)  1765 

Yet  in  his  reson  he  hem  bothe  excused  ; 
As  thus :  he  thoghte  wel,  that  every  man 
Wol  helpe  him-self  in  love,  if  that  he  can, 
And  eek  delivers  him-self  out  of  prisoun  ; 
And  eek  his  herte  had  compassioun  1770 
Of  wommen,  for  they  wepen  ever  in  oon ; 
And  in  his  gentil  herte  he  thoghte  anoon, 


And  softe  un-to  himself  he  seyde :  *  fy 
Up-on  a  lord  that  wol  have  no  mercy, 
But  been  a  leoun,  bothe  in  word  and 

dede,  1775 

To  hem  that  been  in  repentannce  and 

drede 
As  wel  as  to  a  proud  dospitous  man  (919) 
That  wol  majrnteyne  that  he  first  bigan  ! 
Tliat  lord  hath  litel  of  discreoioun. 
That  in  swich  cas  can  no  divisioun,     1780 
But  weyeth  pryde  and  humblesso  after 

oon.' 
And  shortly,  whan  his  ire  is  thus  agoon, 
He  gan  to  loken  up  with  eyen  lighte, 
And    spak    thise    same    wordes    al    on 

highte : — 
*  The  god  of  love,  a !  benedidU^  1785 

How  mighty  and  how  greet  a  lord  is  he  ! 
Ayeins   his    might    ther  gayneth  none 

obstacles. 
He  may  be  deped  a  god  for  his  miracles ; 
For  he  can  maken  at  his  owne  gyae   (931) 
Of  everich  herte,  as  that  him  list  devyse. 
Lo  beer,  this  Arcite  and  this  Palamonn, 
That  quitly  weren  out  of  my  prisoun,  1792 
And  mighte  han  lived  in  Thebes  royally. 
And  witen  I  am  hir  mortal  enemy. 
And  that  hir  deeth  lyth  in  my  might 

also;  1795 

And  yet  hath  love,  maugree  hir  eyen  two, 
Y-broght  hem  hider  bothe  for  to  dye ! 
Now  loketh,  is  nat  that  an  heigh  folye  ? 
Who  may  been  a  fool,  but-if  he  love  ?  (t>4i) 
Bihold,  for  Goddes  sake  that  sit  above,  1800 
Se  how  they  bledo !  be  they  noght  wel 

arrayetl  ? 
Thus    hath  hir    lord,   the  god  of  love, 

y-payed 
Hir  wages  and  hir  fees  for  hir  servj'so  ! 
And  yet  they  wenen  for  to  been  ful  wyse 
Tliat  serven  love,  for  aught  that   may 

bifalle !  1805 

But  this  is  yet  the  beste  game  of  alle, 
That  she,  for  whom  they  han  this  jolitee, 
Can  hem  ther-for  as  muoho  thank  as  me ; 
She  woot  namore  of  al  this  hote  fare,<'(/5i) 
By  Go<l,  than  woot  a  cokkow  or  an  hare  ! 
But  al  mot  been  assayed,  hoot  and  cold ; 
A  man  mot  been  a  f(K>l,  or  yong  or  old  ; 
I  woot  it  by  my-self  ful  yore  agoon  :    1813 
For  in  my  tyme  a  servant  was  I  oon. 
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Au'i  tlifrt.^rts  sin  I  km  we  m'l^ve*  peyne, 
And  w<Mht  liow  &>ro  it  can  a  man  diiitreiyneT 
A^  hv  That  imtli  Ijoii  ( wi^lit  otto  m  his  liu, 
I  y  1 » ^v  ii iiyt- V  <;+  ftl  i n  M >Uy  t h  i ji  1 0*^110^,    (yfrt ) 
At  ri>»iuestoi5t'tli(ni  qutuif^thM  kneleth  here, 
A  inl  ff\i.  or  Kmt'lyo.  niy  si]^t«r  iler*,    iSm 
.Vijil  ^'iii  ^liul  iNtthii  atioii  un-to  me  swere^ 
Til  lit  never-moyfl  shni  my  <xiutree  dere^ 
X*'  in  (ike  wem?  wii-^m  mu  tiiffht  n^  day, 
Jint  Itt^ii  uij*  fVfHsnduA  in  nl  tluit  ye  niaj  ; 
I  yow  t+ir^'i^iie  IhiA trespiis  evcrj'  d^L'  i*ta5 
And  thi^y  him  si*i>ro  hLa  uxing  iftyrti  and 

Au'l  h  imftf  Inrdshipeaad  of  mercy  preyde^ 

And  ho  hem  graiintetU  ffraco,  and  ibnit  ho 

fieydtfi '.  u^TO) 

'Tit  flpeke  iif  n-yal  linJi^e  an' I  riehea^, 

Tliongh  ibnt  she  ^ere  11  ij^">m*  '>r  n  prip- 

Rill  '>t  ynvi^  Imtho  is  worthy,  dotit^eh^t'S^ 
Thi  Ave<iden  vhtin  tyrtw  ib,  but  nntheleea 
I  sptke  OS  lor  my  itiujt^jr  Enielye, 
F4>r  whnm  y«?  htivt-  tliis  etry^f  iiniljph>iieiy]@; 
■\'e  yi>'\f*t  yu  mr-sidl  ^  uln*  nn\y  not  wed  den  two 
Vt  onffl,  thouifh  yt^  fij^litt-n  tivcr-uio  :  iKj|6 
That  fH>ti  ul'yfiw,  id  \»}.  him  kwith  or  leor* 
Ui'  nrnvit  ifo  ]>yi>eii  in  an  ivydeet";       i\^*} 
Tliia    I3  t'*  si',ni,  iih^   may  u^t  now  h&li 

lN.th^ 


May  with  hia  hnndred^  aa  I  irpftk  of  ttow, 
Sl&en  his  eontmric,  or  ont  of  listed  djyr^ 
Him  shal  I  jeve  Emelya  to  wyvB,  i860 
To  whom  that  fortune  y&reth  h>  fair  a 

grace. 
Thf  Itirto«  shal  I  maken  in  this  plae^, 
And  Goil  $0  wiAly  on  my  ftnnle  re  wo, 
Ab  I  slial  even  jiige  been  and  trewo,    1864 
Ye  fihul  min  otlier  ende  with  i3ie  juakeu, 
Tlmt  twn  of  ywwne  ithal  be  d&ed  or  taken. 
And  if  yow  thinketh  tlus  is  wely^flayd, 
Soyotli  your  ftiys,  and  h^ddeth  yow  apa^j'iL 
This  b  j'onr  ende  mid  ynnr  condnaaoon.' 
Wlio  loketh  liKhtly  now  hut  Pfthnn^nn? 
Whoitiinn^4h  npforjoyebnt  Arcit«t  tHjt 
Wiii}  Cimtli©  t«Up,  or  who  ooutho  it  eudyU^^ 
The  joy^  tJmt  is  mftltfKl  iu  the  plftc^ 
Wliikti  Tho^c^QA  htith  d^HJii  so  f^ir  a  gt1u^«? 
Bnt  ihiiin  on  kaoofl  wen  to  ereiy  roanvr 

wiffht,  iftr5 

Atld  tliankfid  him  with  al  her  hert«  nud 

might, 
And  nAmi?]y  tho  ThehntiB  oft*  Sjjihe. 
And  thnj!  with  govl  htmp^  and  with  herte 

!>lytho  ^tojQ> 

They  tAke  hir  ler«,  ftnd  hom^wanl  gatam 

they  r>'i1e 
To  Thebes^  with  Ills  old(»  wallea  wy4e.  fBSi.« 
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Ke  imrtreywir,  ne  kerver  of  images. 
That  Theteos  ne  yaf  him  mete  and  wages 
The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  devyse.  1901 
And  for  to  doon  his  ryte  and  sacrifyse, 
He  est-ward  hath,  np^n  the  gate  above, 
In  worship  of  Venus,  goddease  of  love, 
I>on  make  an  anter  and  an  oratorio  ;  1905 
And    west-ward,  in  the  minde  and  in 

memorie 
Of  Mars,    he  maked  hath  right  swich 

another, 
That  coste  largely  of  gold  a  fother.   (1050) 
And  north-ward,  in  a  tooret  on  the  wal. 
Of  alabastre  whyt  and  reed  coral        1910 
An  oratorie  riche  for  to  see. 
In  worship  of  Dyane  of  chastitee, 
Hnth  Theseus  don  wroght  in  noble  wjrse. 

But  yet  hadde  I  foiyeten  to  devyse 
The  noble  kerving,  and  the  portreitures. 
The  shap,  the  countenannce,  and    the 

figures,  1916 

That  weren  in  thise  oratories  three. 
First  in  the  temple  of  Venus  maystow 

see  (looo) 

Wroght  on  the  wal,  ful  pitous  to  biholde, 
The  broken  slepes,  and  the  sykes  colde  ; 
The  sacred  teres,  and  the  waymenting ; 
The  fyry  strokes  of  the  desiring,  1922 

That  loves  servaunts  in  this  lyf  enduron  ; 
The  othes,  that  hir  covenants  assuren  ; 
Plesaunce  and  hope,  desyr,   fool-hardi- 

nesso,  i9'5 

Beautee  and  yontho,  bauderie,  richosse, 
Chiurmes  and  force,  lesinges,  flaterye, 
Dispense,  bisynesse,  and  jelousye,     (1070) 
ThAt  wered  of  yelwe  gohles  a  gcrland. 
And  a  cokkow  sitting  on  hir  hand  ;     1930 
Fetftes,  instruments,  caroles,  daunecs, 
Lost  and  arr^y,  and  aUe   the  circuiu- 

stannces 
Of  love,  whiche  that  I  rekne  and  rekno 

shal. 
By  ordre  weren  peynted  on  the  wal,  1934 
And  mo  than  I  can  make  of  mencioun. 
For  soothly,  al  the  mount  of  Citheroun, 
Ther  Venus  hath  hir  principal  dwelling. 
Was  shewed  on  the  wal  in  portre.Wng, 
With  al  the  gardin,  and  the  Instinesse. 
Kst  was  foryeten  the  porter  Ydolnesse, 
Ke  Narcisos  the  faire  of  yore  agon,      194 1 
Ne  yet  the  folye  of  king  Salamon,     (1084) 


Ne  yet  the  grete  strengthe  of  Hercules— 
Th'enchauntemctots  of  Medea  and  Circes— 
Ne  of  Tumus,  with  the  hardy  fiers  corage. 
The  riche  Cresns,  caytif  in  servage.  1946 
Thus    may    ye    seen    that    wisdom    ne 

riohease, 
Beautee  ne  sleighte,  strengthe,  ne  hardi- 

nesse,  (i„9o) 

Ne  may  with  Venus  holdo  champartye  ; 
For  as  hir  list  the  world  than  may  she 

Rye.  i95«) 

Lo,   aUe  thise  folk  so  caught  were  in 

hir  las, 
Til  they  for  wo  ful  ofke  seydo  *  alias  ! ' 
Sufiyceth  heer  ensamples  oon  or  two, 
And  though  I  coude  rokne  a  thousand  mo. 
The  statue  of  Venus,  gloritms  for  to  see. 
Was  naked  fleting  in  the  large  see,     1956 
And  fro  the   navele    doun    all  covered 

was 
With  wawes  greno,  and  brighte  as  any 

glas.  (fioo) 

A  citole  in  hir  right  hand  hadde  she. 
And  on  hir  heed,  ful  semely  for  to  see,  i960 
A  rose  gerland,  fresh  and  wel  smell inge  ; 
Above  hir  heed  hir  dow>*es  flikeringe. 
Bifom  hir  stood  hir  sone  Cupido, 
Up-on  his  shuldres  winges  ha4ldo  he  two ; 
And  blind  he  was,  as  it  is  ofte  seno ;    19^)5 
A  bowe  ho  bar  and  arwos  brighte  and 

kene. 
Why  sholde  I  noght  as  wel  eek  telle 

yow  al 
The  iwrtreiture,  that  was  up-on  the  wal 
With-inne  tho  temple  of  mighty  Mnrstho 

re<lo?  (im) 

Al  po^Titixl  was  tho  wal,  in  lengtho  an<i 

brede,  1970 

Lyk  to  tho  estres  of  the  grisly  place, 
That  highte  the  grete  temple  of  Mars  in 

Trace, 
In  thilke  colde  frosty  regioun, 
Tlier-ns  Mars  hath  his  sovore^-n  mansioun. 
First  on  the  wal  was  i)eynted  a  foreste, 
In  which  th«*r  dwolloth  neither  man  ne 

beste,  1976 

With  knotty  knarry  bareyn  tre&a  olde 
Of  stubltes  shariK)  and  hidous  to  biholdo  ; 
In  which  ther  nin  a  rumliel  and  a  swough. 
As  though  a  storm  sholde  bresten  evorj- 

bough  :  1980 
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Anil  downward  from  an  biU^,  tmilor  ft 

Ther  stood  the    temple  of  Mar«  armt- 

pftteute, 
^Vrr-cltt    III    fit'    ImrjitHl    ?rteol.    nf  wMeli 

Tbentrpo 
^V'ft3  liKig  Eiinl  struit^  junl  giifltljfi>rto*e& 
And  thur-oiit  rnui  ji  rflce  smd  snch  aveae, 
Tlint  it  n\iid(5  jil  tho  gato^  iVir  to  rese,  igi86 
Tbp  UHirthren  liffLt  in  nt  rhty.  tK-res  ah{H»n, 
Fur  wiTiJ^l'jwi'  i>n  the  vveiI  ni^  virn^  finer  Efjon, 
Tlmrgh  whioh  xnen   mifjhten  nny  ligrbt 

ilisceme,  (113O 

Tlu*  <lrtres  -ft  crt^  nlle  t*i  nQamiuit  6^1116^ 
Y  rk'nebeil  overt  h wart  and  i^udelonj^  rggt 
With    iren  tonpli  ;   mid.   fur  to  mikt©  it 

stjrqxg. 
Every  viler.  The  tomplp  to  guetone^ 
Wii.3  I'lnnt^'pn  rt,  iif  iron  hri^ht  ati^l  sheil6. 
Ther  aimch  1  tirst  the  dt  rke  imo^ninfif 
Ot  iVlnEiySi  and  zil  the  cnmpsk^ing  ;      1996 
The  rmil  jri\  reed  as  any  ^ledc  ;       fiT.ig) 
TIk'  pykqiitrs,  ntid  e^k  the  pale  dretlo ; 
Thy  BinylerwiMi  tho  kiiy't'tindertheekike; 
The    shopne    hrenning  with   the    hlake 

^^oke ;  3QOO 

The  freson  r>f  the  znordrtn|^  in  the  hedde ; 
TI10  ojicn  "werne,    with   wotmdeB    al    lii* 


The  mywe  f retail  th©  child  riffht  in  the 
cjadel ;  (ti6i) 

The  cook  j*«calded^  for  a1  hi«  longe  l&deL 
Koght  WHS  foT^'eten  by  th'mfoTtiinQ  of 
Mftzie ;  Jo*i 

The  csarter  over-riden  with  hu  caxte^ 
Under  the  wheel  ful  lowe  he  laj  adtms, 
Thar  were  (dio^  of  Martha  clivifliom), 
The   haj-bofur,   and  the  bocher,  And  the 
smith  xas 

That  forg«th  sharps  swonle^  on  his  fitith. 
And  al  above,  depeynter!  in  a  tour,    (11*9) 
Saw  T  conquest  sittings  in  greet  honour, 
With  the  sharpe  swerdo  over  hia  he«d 
Hanginjjo  tuy  a  sotil  trwyii««  thr^ed.     Jt»jo 
Depeytltcd  was  the  shinghtre  of  Jnllns, 
Of  grete  Nero,  and  of  Anton  ins ; 
Al  Ikj  tbftt  thilke  tyme  they  were  nuLhofm^ 
Yet  WHS  hir  deeth  depeynted  ther-hifom. 
By  mivnasinge  or"  Mars,  right  by  figure  i 
&3  was  it  shewiHl  in  that  iKartreiture 
As  isd^poynted  in  the  Bterres  abovc^  ^.i'?^) 
Who  sbal  bo  slajTi  or  ellea  de^xl  fdr  lov^ 
SnflTyi^eth  <Km  en  sample  in  stoHes  olde, 
I  may  not  rokne  hcpi  aUe,  tliogh  I  woldo. 
The  statne  of  Mnrt  up-an  &  carte  stocMl^ 
Armed,  and  lokc*d  pnjn  oa  he  wote  wtckkIi 
And  over  hia  heed  tbere^hyneu  twofignres 
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Ther  Miiigh  I  Attheon  an  hert  y-maked, 
For  vengeaunce  that  he  saugh  Diane  al 

naked; 
I  sangh  how  that  his  hoondes  have  him 

caught. 
And  fireten  him,  for  that  they  knewe  him 

nanght.  (1210) 

Yet  p^ynted  was  a  litel  forther-moor, 
How  Atthalante  hunted  the  wilde  boor, 
And  MeleagrOf  and  many  another  mo,  2071 
For  which  Diane  wroghte  him  care  and  wo. 
Ther  sangh  I  many  another  wonder  storie, 
The   whiche    me    list   nat    drawen    to 

memorie.  2074 

This  goddesse  on  an  hert  fnl  hye  seet, 
With  smale  hoondes  al  abonte  hir  feet ; 
And  nndemethe  hir  feet  she  hadde  a 

mone,  (1219) 

Weadng  it  was,  and  sholde  wanie  sone. 
In  gande  grene  hir  statue  clothed  was. 
With  bowe  in  honde,  and  arwes  in  a  cas. 
Hir  eyen  caste  she  ful  lowe  adoun,      3081 
Ther  Hnto  hath  his  derke  regioun. 
A  -womman  travailinge  was  hir  bifom, 
Bat,  for  hir  child  so  longe  was  unborn, 
Fol  pitously  Luoyna  gan  she  calle,      2085 
And  teyde,  *  help,  for  thou  mayst  best  of 

alle.' 
Wei  couthe    he  peynten    lyfly    that    it 

wroghte,  (1229) 

With  many  a  florin  he  the  hewes  boghte. 

Xow   been    thise    listes    maad,    and 

Theseus, 
That  at  his  grete  cost  arrayed  thus    2090 
The  temples  and  the  theatre  every  del, 
Whan  it  was  doon,  him  lyked  wonder 

weL 
Bat  stints  I  wol  of  Theseus  a  lyte, 
And  speke  of  Pahunon  and  of  Arcite. 

The  day  approcheth  of  hir  retouminge, 
That  everich  sholde  an  hundred  knightee 

bringe,  2096 

The  hataille  to  darreyne,  as  I  yow  tolde ; 
And  til  Athines,  hir  covenant  for  to  holde. 
Hath  everich  of  hem  broght  an  hundred 

knightes  (134O 

Wei  armed  for  the  werre  at  alle  rightes. 
And  sikerly,  ther  trowed  many  a  man  2  loi 
nat  never,  sithen  that  the  world  bignn, 
Am  for  to  speke  of  knighthod  of  hir  hond. 
As  te  «■  Ood  hath  makedsee  or  lond, 


Xas,  of  so  fewe,  so  noble  a  companyc.  2n»5 
For  eveiy  wight  that  lovede  chivalrye. 
And  wolde,  his  thankes,  hon  a  passant 

name, 
Hath  preyed  that  he  mighte  ben  of  that 

game;  {^^5^^) 

And  wel  was  him,  that  ther-to  chosen  was. 
For  if  therftUe  to-morwe  swich  a  cas,  2  no 
Ye  knowen  wel,  that  every  lusty  knight. 
That   loveth  paramours,  and    hath   his 

might, 
Were  it  in  Kngelond,  or  elles-where, 
They  wolde,  hir  thankes,  wilneu  to  Ije 

there. 
To  fighte  for  a  lady,  ben'cite  !  2  \  15 

It  were  a  lusty  sighte  for  to  sec. 

And  right  so  fcrden  they  with  Palamon. 
With  him  ther  wenten  knightes  many 

oon;  (1260) 

Som  wol  ben  armed  in  an  habergeoun, 
In  a  brest-plat  and  in  a  light  gipoun ;  2120 
And  somme  woln  have  a  peyre  plates 

large; 
And  somme  woln  have  a  Pruce  sheld,  or  a 

targe; 
Somme  woln  ben  armed  on  hirlegges  weel, 
And  have  an  ax,  and  somme  a  mace  of 

steel.  2124 

Ther  nis  no  newe  gyse,  that  it  nas  old. 
Armed  were  they,  as  I  have  you  told, 
Everich  after  his  opinioun. 
Ther  maistow  seen  coming  with  Pala- 

moun  (1270) 

Ligurge  him-self,  the  grete  king  of  Trace ; 
Blak  was  his  berd,  and  manly  was  his 

face. 
The  cerclos  of  his  eyen  in  his  heed,      2 131 
They  gloweden  bitwixe  yelow  and  reed  • 
And  lyk  a  griffon  loked  ho  aboute, 
With  kempe  heres  on  his  browes  stoute  : 
His  limes  grete,  his  braunes  hardo  and 

stronge,  2135 

His  shuldres  brode,  his  armcs  rouudo  and 

longe. 
And  as  the  gyse  was  in  his  contree, 
Ful  hye  ui>-ou  a  char  of  gold  sto^xl  he, 
With  foure  whyte  boles  in  the  trays.  (1281) 
In-stede  of  cote-armure  over  his  hamays, 
With  nayles  yelwe  and  brighte  as  any 

gold,  2141 

He  hadde  a  beres  skin,  col-blak,  for-oM. 
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Hi3  li  >n^  lieer  wiis  kemlid  )dlj  inde  ]iiu  hnkf 
As  auy  ravent-s  iV^iher  it  shotin  fqr-bl^k  : 
A    wrdlie    ui    gfiiil    jurtu-greet^    of    Uugo 

'wi(^hfi>,  J145 

Vjnm  his  hcffl^  Hvt  Ail  ul  atouea  brighte, 
Of  t^tie  nU'ien  jukI  t>t  ■[yainiiuuta. 
ATMJHte    Ilia    cliwf     tlicr  wenten    whyte 

jilji  lentil,  {1*90) 

TwL'iny  mill  mo,  aji  gift^  as  iiujateer^ 
To  hmittiii  At  the  Innm  or  the  tleer,     3150 
Aud      Mw£>(l     luiii,     "^itli     moflel     JJEtSte 

j'-lKjundi*, 
Culerg;  of  |^ilil,  iiinl  t^mLis  lylt-d  rDoiide^ 
Ail  Lmitlrtiil  lorik-Ei  biuliie  I113  In  hi£  itftlte 
Ania-ii  tul  -ft^?!,  T*iih   hertes  sterna  ftnd 

fltoVltO, 

With  Arcita,  in  sforios  nsTOf^n  fiudfi,  3155 
Tlie  grete  Eiiiotrt*\i«,  Tin;  kJnsf  oflnUo^ 
t'ji^in  afltetlti  hay\  tmiund  ia  Bt««K 

Ciiui  Tjdingf  lyk  tho  e^»l  nf  unnta,  Matv, 
Hiuixjic-amiurti  wiianf  cloth  ul  Ttira,  jiiw 
r+iui'hetl  with  jttrk^ij  v*h>'1t)  And  ronndo 

His  sadt'l  was  of  br^^nd  gi-dd  nowe  y-bet^a  ^ 
A  mHDtfk't  ii^H»n  his  shiildre  hangmi^ 
Bret-tVd  nf  riihi^^a  rt'd^^  as  fyr  B{«rktiitg«. 
Wis  f-rsstn'  hiMT  lyk  rinf^es  waay-ronneT  Ji<>5 
Ami  rhjit  wiui  ytahiw^  Ami  g1it^s^ed  as  thti 


And  in  thifl  tpyso  thite  Ifiecde*^  aUq  uut 

Bvu  on  tbii  Sonday  to  the  citAe  ««9n«  {t^jo} 

Abimte  piymeT  and  In  the  tonzi  aJi^t. 
ThU  Thes^ns,  tiiU    duk^   this  woiiliy 

knight*  115^ 

Whou  he  had  broght  hem  m^to  him  citec^ 
And  i lined  hem,  everich  m  his  degrve^ 
He  fest«th  hem,  and  dooth  n>  greet  laboqr 
To  esen  hem^  aud  do<:>&  hem  al  honour^ 
That  yet  men  w«neth  that  nn  man,ne«  wit 
Of  noon  efftat  ne  comle  amendcn  it.     JT96 
The  minstmloye^  the  service  at  the  fetb^ 
The  grete  yiftes  to  the  mtkste^  and  kwte. 
The  richo  Am*y  of  Theaem  jiiyeyA,     f  M4') 
Xe  whe  sat  &rst  ne  laat  uj^-on  Hie  deya, 
Whutlaili^  fuireBt  been,  or  lieitt  ilaunslni^, 
Or  whkh  of  hem  cau  dAtincen  beat  and 

iinge,  im^ 

Ne  who  mtwt  felingly  speketh  wf  Iotto  j 
What  haxU^ea  sittoa  uti  the  jjerch©  above. 
What  buuudL^  ligg^ti-  on  thct  fliw^r  ado^m; 
Of  id  this  makf^  I  now  no  meueloxm  ;  2ta& 
But  al  th'etfect,   that  tliinketh  ma  th« 

iMSBtd 

IXivv  eomth  the  poynti  and  berkneth  if 

yow  leste.  (iJ5'>)' 

The  Sonday   ii%ht*   er  day   liijrrni    t^j 
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Bat  meroy,  lady  bright,  that  knowest  weel 
If  y  thonght,  and  seest  what  hannes  that 

I  feel, 
CoBsideTe  al  this,  and  rewe  up^n  my 

sore, 
As  wisly  as  I  shal  for  evermore,  2234 

Emforth  my  might,  thy  trewe  servant  be, 
And  holden  werre  alwey  with  chastitee ; 
That  make  I  myn  avow,  so  ye  me  helpe. 
I  kepe  noght  of  armes  for  to  yelpe,  (1380) 
"Se  I  ne  axe  nat  to-mor^^e  to  have  victorie, 
Ne  renoon  in  this  cas,  ne  veyne  glorie  2340 
Of  pris  of  armes  blowen  np  and  doon, 
But  I  wolde  have  folly  posseasioon 
Of  Emelj-e,  and  dye  in  thy  servyse  ; 
find  thon  the  maner  how,  and  in  what 

w>-«e. 
I  recche  nat,  bnt  it  may  bettre  be,      2245 
To  have  victorie  of  hem,  or  they  of  me, 
S4»  that  I  have  my  lady  in  m3me  armes. 
For  thoogh  so  be  that  Mars  is   g(.»d  of 

armes,  ^1390) 

Your  vertn  is  so  greet  in  hevene  above. 
That,  if  yow  list,  I  shal  wel  have  my  love. 
Thy  temple  wol  I  worshipe  evermo,     2251 
And  on  thyn  aater,  wher  I  ryde  or  go, 
I  wnl  don  sacrifice,  and  fjrres  bete. 
And  if  ye  wol  nat  so,  my  lady  swete,  2254 
Than  preye  I  thee,  to*morwe  with  a  s^iere 
That  Aroita  me  thnrgh  the  herte  bere. 
ThAnne  rekke  I  noght,  whan  I  have  lost 

mylyf,  (1399) 

Thoogh  that  Arcita  winne  hir  to  his  wyf. 
This  is  th'effect  and  ende  of  my  preyere, 
Yif  me  my  love,  thon  blisful  lady  dere.* 

Whan  th'orisoTin  was  doon  of  Palamon, 
His  sacrifice  he  dide,  and  that  anon  2262 
Fnl  pitoosly,  with  alle  circnmstannces, 
Al  telle  I  noght  as  now  his  observannces. 
Bnt  atte  laste  the  statne  of  Venus  shook, 
And  made  a  eigne,  wher-by  that  he  took 
Thml  his  preyere  accepted  was  that  day. 
For  thogh  the  signs  shewed  a  delay,  (1410) 
Yet  wiste  he  wel  that  graonted  was  his 

bone; 
And  with  glad  herte  he  wente  him  hoom 

All  sons.  2270 

The  thridde  hoore  ineqnal  that  Palamon 
B%an  to  Venus  temple  for  to  goon. 
Up  roos  the  sonne,  and  np  rooe  Emelye, 
And  to  tb«  temple  of  Diane  gan  hye. 


Hir  maydens,  that  she  thider  with  hir 

lad<le,  2275 

Pol  reilily  with  hem  the  fyr  they  hadde, 
Th'encens,  the  clothes,  and  the  remenant 

al 
That  to  the  sacrifyce  longen  shal ;  ( 1420) 
The  homes  ftille  of  meth,  as  was  the  gyse ; 
Ther  lakked  noght  to  doon  hir  sacrifyse. 
Smoking  the  temple,  ful  of  clothes  faire, 
This  Emelye,  with  herte  debonaire,  2282 
Hir  body  wessh  with  water  of  a  welle ; 
But  how  she  dide  hir  lyte  I  dar  nat  telle, 
Bnt  it  be  any  thing  in  general ;  2285 

And  yet  it  were  a  game  to  heren  al ; 
To  him   that  meneth  wel,  it  were  no 

t^harge  : 
But  it  is  good  a  man  ben  at  his  large.  (1430) 
Hir  brighte  heer  was  kompt,  nntressod  al ; 
A  coroune  of  a  grene  ook  cerial  2290 

Up-on  hir  heed  was  set  ful  fair  and  mete. 
Two  fyres  on  the  anter  gan  she  bete, 
And  dide  hir  t hinges,  as  men  may  biholde 
In  Stace  of  Thel>e8,  and  thise  bokes  olde. 
Whan  kindled  was  the  fyr,  with  pitous 

chere  2295 

Un-to  Diane  she  spak,  as  ye  may  here. 

'  O  chaste  goddesse  of  the  wodes  grene, 
To  whom  bothe  heven  and  erthe  and  see 

is  sonc,  (1440) 

Queue  of  the  regne  of  Pluto  derk  and 

lowe, 
Goddesse  of  maydens,  that  myn  herte  hast 

knowo  23<x) 

Ful  many  a  yeer,  and  wooet  what  I  <le«iro. 
As  keep  mo  fro  thy  vengcaunce  and  tli^'n 

ire. 
That  Attheon  al>oughte  cruelly. 
Chaste  goddesse,  wel  wostow  that  I 
Desire  to  been  a  mnyden  al  my  lyf,     2305 
Ne  never  wol  I  be  no  love  ne  wyf, 
I  am,  thou  woost,  yet  of  tliy  comi>anyo, 
A  mayde,  and  love  hunting  and  venerj'o, 
And  for  to  walken  in  the  wodes  wiMc, 
And  noght  to  been  a  wyf,  and  bo  with 

childe.  (i45'»^  ^3><> 

Noght  wol  I  knowe  companye  of  man. 
Now  help  me,  lady,  sith  ye  may  and  can, 
For  tho  thre  formes  that  thou  hast  in  the<>. 
And  Palamon,  that  hath  swich  love  to  me, 
And  eek  Arcite,  that  loveth  me  so  sore, 
This  grace  I  preye  thee  with-onte  more, 
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Aa  uetide  love  Rnd  p^^  IntwiKe  hem  two  j 
Ami  fro  me  turce  ftWtjy  hir  lnjrtiia  go,  (i4(5p) 
Tliftt  al  hir  hot^j  lovo*  and  lur  d^^yr^ 
And  id  hir  hlsy  torm^Jttt,  ^nd  liir  fyr  3320 
Be  qneynt,  or  tiuTietl  Ui  an+ither  place  j 
And  if  BO  bo  thou  wolt  not  do  me  grace, 
Dr  if  my  destino^^  be  shapen  so, 
that  I  ah&l  nedes  hAve  oon  ot  hem  two^ 
Aa  seDd«  me  him  that  miiet  dBaireih  me. 
BIholdf  gioddesse  of  clene  chsMtit^^,     3^16 
The  bittTfl  tore»  that  cm  my  chehea  fnOe. 
Sin  thon  are  mjaj^cie,  and  keper  of  ua  alle, 
My    nmjflenhede    th^m    kope    and    wel 
consur^e,  (14.71) 

Atid  whyl  I  live  a  mayd<j,  I  wol  thee 

The  f>T^s  brenne  np-oii  the  aateralere, 
Wliyl  Emelyo  vrtus  thos  in  hir  preyero  ; 
But  Bodeiiily  ahe  sangh  a  sij^hte  queynte, 
For  right  anon  oon  of  the  fyreet  queynte» 
And  q^aikod  figayii^  Bind  after  thn%  anon 
Tlmt  otbef  fyr  waa  qneyjit,  and  al  OL^»n  ; 
And  HA  it  qnoynte,  it  mado  «  whist^sling^, 
Aa  doon  thi^e  w^to  brondefi  In  hir  breai* 
ninjyp^  (i+Sij) 

And  nt  the  brottdcs  etide  ont-ran  anoon 
As  it  were  bloily  dropos  many  win  j    J340 
For  ivhich  so  sore  agast  was  Emelye, 


mwili^^ 


For  which  this  Einelye  offt^nefl  waa^ 
And  aeydef  ^  Bliat  amiTontoth  this,  uUmI 
I  pntte  mo  in  thy  protecciouni 
Diane,  and  In  tby  diApoflintoon/ 
And   hcKpm  she    ^ooth  aiiou   tJie 

i^eye.  jj^s 

This  is  th'eff&ct,  ther  is  QAmore  to  afi;y^ 

The  next«  honre  of  Uus  folwin^t  ttiiir 
Arcite  nn-^to  the  temple  wulked  is     (ifto) 
Of  iierso  Mam,  to  duQD,  hi?  socrifyseT 
With  allethe  iyt*f  of  his  [lAyen  wywL  sjjjio 
With  pitoQA  hert«  tmd  heigh  deTocioiuiL, 
Eight  thns  to  Mais  he  seyde  Ma  onasftm  * 

*  O  stroniirv  godt  tlmt  in  the  r«gii««  0dl4« 
Of  Trace  honoured  art,  and  lord  y-hold*^ 
And  ha0t  in  every  rogne  «nd  erery  lond 
Of  armes  al  the  brydel  in  thyn  hond^  jj7$ 
And  hem  fortunest  as  thee  IJat  deyjwx 
Accept  of  me  my  pitona  aacri^ae.     {tsxjll 
Tf  Eo  be  that  my  yoatbe  may  deserve. 
And  that  my  might   be  worthy  for  to 

Thy   godhede,  that  I  mj^  baen  oon 

ihyne. 
Than  preye  I  thoe  to  rewe  TiiM«n  my  I 
For  tJiiike  p^ynj©,  aud  thilk*  hotis  trr^ 
In  which  thou  why  lorn  brendeist  fittdetyr^ 
Whan  that  tbon  tiA^dest  the  gret^  bdaul«* 


oon  ^i^^ 
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For  thilke  fyr  that  whylom  brente  Ihoe, 
Am  wel  M  thilke  fyr  now  brenneth  mo  ; 
And  do  that  I  to-morwo  have  victorio.  3405 
Myn  be  the  travaille,  and  thyn  bo  the 

glorie ! 
Thy  soverein  temple  wol  I  moet  hononren 
Of  any  place,  and  alwey  most  labonren 
In    thy  plesaonce  and    in    thy  craftes 
Btronge,  (1551) 

And  in  thy  temple  I  wol  my  banor  honge, 
And  alle  the  armes  of  my  companye ;  241 1 
And  erere-mo,  un-to  that  day  I  dye, 
Etome  fyr  I  wol  biforn  thee  finde. 
And  eek  to  thia  avow  I  wol  me  binde  : 
My  herd,  myn  heer  that  hongeth  long 

adonn,  2415 

That  never  yet  ne  felte  offensioun 
.  Of  nwoor  nor  of  shore,  I  wol  thee  jrive, 
And  been  thy  trewe  servant  whyl  I  live. 
Now  lord,  have  rontho  up-on  my  sorwes 

■ore,  (1561) 

Yif me  fvictorie,  I  aske  thee  namore.'  2420 
The  preyore  stinto  of  Arrita  the  strongo, 
The  ringes  on  the  temple-dore  that  honge, 
And  eek  the  dorcs,  clateroden  fol  faste. 
Of  which  Arcita  som-what  him  agaste. 
The  fyres  bronde  np-on  the  anter  brighte, 
Tbat  it  gan  al  the  temple  for  to  lighte ; 
And  swete  smel  the  gronnd  anon  up-yaf, 
And  Arcita  anon  his  hand  up-haf,    (1570) 
And  more  enccns  in-to  the  fyr  ho  caste, 
With  othero  lytes  mo ;  and  atte  Inste  24.^0 
The  statne  of  Mars  bigan  his  hauberk 

ringe. 
And  with  that  soon  he  herde  a  mormor- 

inge 
Fol    lowe    and    dim,  that    sayde    thus, 

•Victorie': 
For  which  he  yaf  to  Mars  honour  and 

glorie. 
And  thus  with  joye,  and  hope  wel  to  fare, 
Arcite  anon  un-to  his  inne  is  fare,      2436 
As  fii^jn  as  fowel  is  of  the  bright  e  sonne. 
And  right  anon  swich  stryf  ther  is  bi- 

gonne  (15^) 

For  thilke  graunting,  in  the  heveno  above, 
Bttwixe  Venus,  the  goddosse  of  love,  2440 
And  Mars,  the  steme  god  armipotente, 
That  Jupitar  was  bisy  it  to  stente ; 
Til  that  the  pale  Satnmns  the  coldo, 
Tliat  knew  00  manye  of  aventuree  oldc, 


Fond  in  his  olde  oxperionce  an  art,    2445 
That  he  ful  sone  both  plcsed  every  part. 
As  sooth  is  sayd,  oldo  hath  greet  avantago ; 
In  oldo  is  bothe  wisdom  and  usago  ;(i59o) 
Men  may  the  oldo  at-ronue,  and  noght 

at-rede. 
Satumo  anon,  to  stinten  stryf  and  drede, 
Al  bo  it  that  it  is  agayn  his  kyndo,     2451 
Of  al  this  stryf  he  gan  remedio  fynde. 

'  My  dero  doghtor  Venus,' quod  Satumo, 
'  My  cours,  that  hath  so  wydo  for  to  tumo. 
Hath  more  power  than  wot  any  man.  2455 
Mjm  is  the  drenching  in  the  soe  so  wan  ; 
Myn  is  the  prison  in  the  dcrko  coto  ; 
Myn  is  the  strangling  and  hanging  by  the 

throto ;  ( lUjo) 

The  murmure,  and  the  cherlos  rebelling, 
The  grojTiing,  and  the  pryvee  empoyson- 

ing :  3460 

I  do  vengeance  and  pleyn  correccioun 
Whyl  I  dwelle  in  the  signe  of  the  Looun. 
Myn  is  the  mine  of  the  hye  halles. 
The  falling  of  the  toures  and  of  tho  walles 
Up-on  the  mynour  or  the  cari>enter.  2465 
I  slow  Sompsoun  in  shaking  tho  pilcr  ; 
And  myne  be  tho  maladyos  coldo, 
Tho  derke  tresons,  and  the  castes  olde  ; 
My  loking  is  tho  fader  of  pestilence.  (1611) 
Now  weep  namore,  I  shal  doon  diligence 
Thot  Palamon,  that  is  thyn  owne  knight, 
Shal  have  his  lady,  as  thou  hast  him  hight. 
Though  Mars  shal  helpo  his  knight,  yet 

nathelees 
Bitwixe  yow  ther  moot  be  som  tymo  pees, 
Al  bo  yo  noght  of  o  complcxionn,         2475 
That  causeth  al  day  swich  divisioun. 
I  am  thin  aycl,  rcdy  at  thy  willo  ; 
Weep  thou  namore,  I  wol  thy  lust  ful- 

fiUe.'  ( 1620) 

Now  wol  I  stinten  of  tho  goddos  above, 
Of  Mars,  and  of  Venus,  gnddosso  of  love. 
And  telle  yow,  as  ploynly  as  I  can,     2481 
The  groto  cfTect,  for  which  that  I  bigan. 
Explicit  terda  pars. 
Seqnitur  pars  quarta. 
Greet  was  tho  festo  in  Athcncs  that  day, 
And  eck  tho  lusty  soson  of  that  May 
Made    every    wight    to    been    in    swich 

plosaunco,  2485 

That  al  that  Monday  justen   they  and 

daonce, 
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And  fipirTn!on  it  in  Vpi^ns  hcigh  eervpn*, 
Bstt  Ity  till?  enusti  thnt  tlioy  sh^^ttde  ryset 
Erly^  for  to  boi  ii  the  grrtfl  fiRht^         (i^jO 
Tntn  hir  rostt^  wontj?  tli^y  nt  nip^ht.    ^490 
Antl  nn  iho  morwc,  wUitn  that  da^  gnn 

rif  Lt^rs  iitnl  hrtmcji's.  noyso  and  clat^iingc 

ThiT  was  in  bosteli^^oa  iil  iilK»uto  ; 

And   to   the  piilc?ya   r -od    tJior  many   a 

Orhinha,  M[t-fm  sted&^  mid  pahVpTrsj,   2495 
ThtT  niiiij^low  Bien  devj-sUiff  of  hemeyB 
Su  niifMniih  and  so  ritho^  u^d  wroght  so 

Of  ^iddflmitkric-T  of  lirowding,  nnd  of 
Bt*Hd;  (ifi^r*; 

Tlie  Jtlu'iddt'j  hrtgJito.  testers^  (tnd  tmp- 
pitriia  ; 

Gftld4uiw^n    helmefl.   hnnberks^   eoto-ar- 

Tjfhrdf.g  in  pfininicnts  oti  hir  i^mirsenis^ 
Kniphtos  of  reti?mu\  nnil  Qifk  sqayereti 
XjiilJUR^  (hf^siKiT'5,  Jind  hcljTiPS  bokcliji^» 
Oij^rj^iDl^o  of  fiheeldii's,  with  lajner^  la- 

Tli^r  ns  iic-Ofl  \<^.  ih^y  wtTon  ncH-thinjif  ydel ; 
Tilt  t'tmy  Bttdrs  on  tho  p^hlon  brydel  3^^ 
(iniiwiTipf^,  nnd  fiLKt*' thi^  nrmnrors  nlfio 


The  gret«  Thesciu,  thni  of  bis  «I$ep 

nwAked 
With  minstralc^  mid  nfr^se   tluit  -wwt 

makiMl, 
H«?ld  yot  the  chiunhre  of  his  palejs  richo, 
Til  that  the  Theboufl  kni^htw,  bathfl  y- 

liche  2536 

HojiourfMl,  w«r&  into  the  poJej^s  fet. 
Duk  Theseus  wits  n%  a  wIucIqw  aet,  0<57o) 
Atrnjred  right  as  he  wore  a  (fod  in  iTuns. 
The  i^ple  pro^iiiBeth  thider-wjinl  ftil  «(nie 
Him  ihr  to  seen,  and  doon  h(>Lgh  reT^pr^ncsit 
And   etik  to  htirkua    his   hisg^   and   his 

An  hemud  on  n  scafTohl  made-  tkn  ho, 
Til  id  the  noyea  of  peple  was  y-do ; 
And  whan  hi*  ea^u^h  the  pop!*  of  ikonfse  &t 
stiJle,  35j(5 

Tlio  fib  owed  ht  the  mi|jhty  duk<»  willo, 

^The  lord  Imth  of  hift  heigh  discriKxIcMUi 
Considerefl ,  t  bat  i  t  we  re  ( \i\st  mcc  ioun  { i6flo) 
Tn  gentil  blotfd,  to  Hghten  in  tho  gywo 
Of  mortal  bataille  now  in  thu  enopTyvc  ; 
Wherfore,  t«  fihftpen  that  they  ehul  not 
f^J^,  J54» 

«   He  wol  bis  flrsto  purpna  modiiye. 
I  No  man  tborfor,  np  peync  of  los  of  Ijf^ 
t  No  ninner  shitt,  imi  pidlfuc,  no  short  knyf 
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The  VOJ8  of  peplo  tonchede  the  hovone, 
So  loude  crydcn  they  with  xnery  stevene  : 
*  God  save  swich  a  lord,  that  is  so  good, 
He  wilneth  no  destmccioun  of  blood  !  * 
Up  goon  the  trompes  and  the  melodye.  2565 
And  to  the  listos  rit  the  companye 
Qy  ordinaunce,  thurgh-out  the  citeo  large, 
Hanged  with  cloth  of  gold,  and  nat  with 

sargo.  (1710) 

Ful  lyk  a  lord  this  noble  duk  gnn  rydo, 
Thisc  two  Thebanes  np^n  cither  syde ;  2570 
And  alter  rood  the  qiicne,  and  Emclye, 
And  aft«r  that  another  companye 
Of  oon  and  other,  after  hir  degree. 
And  thns  they  passen   thorgh-ont  the 

citeo. 
And  to  the  Ustes  come  they  by  tymo.  2575 
It  nas  not  of  the  day  yet  fully  pryme, 
"Whan  set  was  Theseus  ful  riche  and  hye, 
Ipolita  the  quene  and  Emelye,  (1720) 

And  other  ladies  in  degrees  abonte. 
Un-totho  seetes  preesseth  al  the  route.  2580 
And  west-ward,  thurgh  the  gates  under 

Marte, 
Areite,  and  eok  the  hundred  of  his  parte. 
With  baner  reed  is  cntred  right  anon  ; 
And  in  that  solve  moment  Palamon 
Li  under  Venus,  est- ward  in  the  place,  2585 
With  baner  whyt,  and  hardy  chere  and 

face. 
In  al  the  world,  to  sc>ken  up  and  donn, 
So  even  with-outen  variacioun,  (1730) 

Tber  ncre  swiche  companyes  tweye. 
For  ther  nas  noon   so  w>'s  that  coude 

■ejre,  2590 

That  any  hadde  <»f  other  avauntage 
Of  worth inesso,  no  of  cstaat,  ne  age. 
So  even  were  they  chosen,  for  to  gesse. 
And  in  two  renges  faire  they  hem  dresse. 
"Whan  that  hir  names  rad  were   everi- 

choon,  2595 

That  in  hir  nombrc  gyle  were  ther  noon, 
Tfao  were  the  gates  shet,  and  ciyed  was 

loude  : 
•Do  now  your    devoir,  yonge    knightes 

proude!'  (1740) 

The  herandes  lefte  hir  priking  up  and 

doun ;  2599 

Xow  ringcn  trompes  loude  and  clarionn  ; 
Ther  is  nomore  to  scyn,  but  west  and  est 
In  goon  the  speres  ful  sadly  in  arest  ; 


In  goth  the  sharpe  spore  in-to  the  syde. 
Ther  seen  men  who  can  juste,  and  who 

can  ryde ; 
Ther    shiveren    shaftes    up-on    sheeldes 

thikke ;  2605 

Ho    feleth    thurgh  the  hert^-epoou   the 

prikke. 
Up  springen  speres  twenty  foot  on  highte ; 
Out   goon    the    swerdes    as    the    silver 

brighte.  (1750) 

The  helmcs  they  to-hewen  and  to-shrede  ; 
Out  brest  the  blood,  with  sterne  stremes 

rede.  2610 

With  mighty  maces  the  bones  they  to- 

breste. 
He  thurgh  the  thikkeste  of  the  throng 

gon  threste. 
Ther  stomblen  stedes  stronge,  and  doun 

goth  al. 
He  rolleth  under  foot  as  dooth  a  bal.  2614 
He  fojmcth  on  his  feet  with  his  tronchoun, 
And  ho  him  hurtleth  with  his  hors  adoun. 
He  thurgh  the  body  is  hurt,  and  sithen 

y-take, 
Maugrce  his  heed,  and  broght  un-to  the 

stake,  (i/Cx)) 

As   forward   was,    right  ther    he   moste 

abyde ; 
Another  lad  is  on  that  other  syde.       262i> 
And  som  tyme  dooth  hem  Theseus  to  reste. 
Hem  to  refresshe,  and  drinken  if  hem 

Icste. 
Ful  olto  a-day  han  this©  Thebanes  two 
Togidre  y-met,  and  wroght  his  felnwe  wo; 
Unliorsed  hath  ech  other  of  hem  twoye. 
Ther  nns  no  tygre  in  the  ^-alo  of  Galgo- 

phoye,  2626 

^^^lan  that  hir  whelp  is  stole,  whiui  it  is 

lyto. 

So  cruel  on  the  hunte,  as  is  Areite    (i77«>) 
For  jelous  herte  upon  this  Palanioun  : 
Xo  in  Belmarye  ther  nis  so  fcl  looun,  2630 
That  hunted  is,  or  for  his  hunger  wood, 
Xe  of  his  prayo  dosireth  so  the  blood, 
As  Puhimon  to  sleen  his  fo  Areite. 
The  jeloiw  strokes  on  hir  helmes  bj-te  ; 
Out  rennet  h   blood   on   both    hir    sydes 
rode.  2^35 

Som  tyme  an  ende  ther  is  of  every  dede ; 
For  er  the  sonne  un-to  the  reste  wente, 
The  stronge  king  Emetreus  gan  hento 
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This  riilftmt>n,  US  ho  fnugUt  with  Arcite, 
Anil  iiiii.lt  hlA  flworil  dene  in  hiu  fli?5h   to 

And  liy  tlio  fori.'o  of'  iwfiity  is  he  tttJco 
In.vtihlen,  ami  y-drawe  unt<^  tho  staJce. 
Ami  in  the  rff«  <Hia  tif  this  PiiUimoim 
Ttio-strrmii^'  kiiiq:  iJffiir^o  ifl  Ijom  Adoun  ; 
Ami  king  EtiictroTifl,  i<»r  al  hia  Btningthe, 
Is  bom  mit  'if  hiBi  sitiU'l  ii  swfrdca  lengths^ 
Nj  hiUv  him  J'iihauipii  er  by  wi^re  tAke; 
But  ftl  for  m't'liir  lit'  HfLS  bru(jbt  to  the 

l{ishardybLHrti.Hinit^hh>liimhtdpt^nmij^bt; 
He  mt^ti}  i^hydv,  whiiu  tliiit  hti  was  caught 
By  tVirce,  lui  1  pok  hy  toiuposickncm.  5651 
Who  K.irttxlU  utiw  but  woful  FolamociiL, 
Thiit  imwtt  nuniMio  E'H.ii  (i^^nyii  t«.i  flghto? 
And  \vJmii  that  Thi-stua  had  svyu  thij 
Eiitjht.s  «^ 

Tn-to  Uii.'  t'.lk  tlnit  li'^htf^n  thiu  echoon 
He  r:Ty(h  ,  *  Ho  !  iiiiiiiiiru,  fur  it  ia  doon ! 
T  wnl  hi>  trr  ut' jug*',  jiinl  iio  piirtye. 
Arcito  tjrTUi.4rtS  shiil  hi^vc  Eniolye,  ((itoo) 
Thill   ^y  his  furtujae  hnih  hir  fairo  y- 

WuJUlt'.' 

Aiirm  thfjr  [^  n  iioysr^nf  ]>eplobigoime  jfifiti 
tVr  jitye  uJ  ttiis^  ft'>  hmdii  nnd  hoigh  witli- 


A jid  eho  ]i)En*7n  him  caste  a  froendlltb  jrf, 
^  For  wommen,  as  to  apeken  ia  comtuiei, 
Thciy  folwen  id  the  favotir  of  fortune); 
And  sh(7<  was  al  his  ehere,  as  in  his  llertCL 
Out  of  the  i^und  a  furio  infii!rt>&l  stert«, 
Ftvra  Plutw  st'Gt,  at  roqucste  of  SflttvmeH, 
For  which  hia  hora  for  ftru  gswi  to  ttirno, 
And  Itiop  SHyde,  and  fouuiLrod  a»  he  lesp  j 
Andf  or  that  Arcite  maj  taken  It^p,  fiSw) 
Hci  pigbtp  him  on  the  pomul  of  hi«  hf?«U, 
That   in  tho  place  he   hiy   ii«   lie   wcm 

deedf  1690 

His  iirest  to-br<«t<m  with  his  sadel-bowe. 
As  bhik  he  lay  &a  ^ny  role  or  er*>we, 
So  was  the  bhxjd  y-ivjnti;Gn  in  his  face. 
AnDii  he  was  y-lx^m  (>nt  of  the  phbce 
With  Jierto  Btyar^  Ut  Thos^us  palejs.     j6gs 
Tho  wa*  he  corvfin  ont  of  his  hameys. 
And   in  a  bml  y-hrcmgLt  fnl   faire  and 

blyve, 
For  be  was  y&i  in  memorie  and  alyrei  (18401) 
And  ftlway  ciyiiii^  al\er  Eme^^e. 

Duk  Tbpaeufli  wit  U  fll  bis  oompemyv!',  tjoa 
Is  comon  boom  t<j>  Athene.4  hid  citee^ 
With  aUe  hLt«Ht  and  Jfroe^  KiloinpiiittcfL 
Al  be  it  that  this  arentari}  was  falle^ 
He  nolde  nogbt  rlisounfort^'^n  hv-tn  alle. 
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O  pexvone  allone,  with-onten  mo,         2725 
And  haried  forth  by  arme,  foot,  and  to, 
And  eek  his  stcde  driven  forth  with  staves, 
With    footmen,   bothe    yemen   and  oek 

knaves,  {1S70) 

It  nas  aretted  him  no  vileinye,  2729 

Ther  may  no  man  elepen  it  cowardye. 

For  which  anon  duk  Theseus  leet  crye, 
T<»  stinten  alle  rancour  and  envye, 
The  gree  as  wel  of  o  syde  as  of  other. 
And  either  sj-do  y-lyk,  as  otheres  brother ; 
And  3?af  hem  yiftes  alter  hir  dcg^^ee,   2735 
And  fully  heold  a  feste  dayes  three ; 
And  conveo'od  the  kinges  worthily 
Oat  of  his  toun  a  joumee  largely.     (1880) 
And  hoom  wente  every  man  the  rights 

way. 
Ther  was  namoro,  but  *  far  wel,  have  good 

day ! '  27*0 

Of  this  bataillo  I  wol  namore  endyte. 
Bat  sjieko  of  Piilamon  and  of  Arcite. 
Swelleth  the  brcst  of  Arcite,  and  the 

•ore 
Encreesscth  at  his  herte  more  and  more. 
The  dothcred  blood,  for  any  lechecrafb, 
Cormpteth,  and  is  in  his  boak  y-laft,  3746 
That  neither  veync-bloo<l,  ne  ventusinge, 
Ne  drinke  <»f  herbes  may  bon  his  helpinge. 
The  verta  expulsif,  or  animal,  (1891) 

Fro  thilke  verta  clcped  nataral  2750 

Xe  may  the  venim  voydcn,  ne  expelle. 
The  pjrpes  of  his  longes  gonne  to  swello, 
And  evexy  lacerte  in  his  brcst  adoan 
Is  shent  with  venim  and  cormpcionn. 
Him  gnyneth  neither,  for  to  gete  his  lyf, 
Vomyt  upward,  ne  dounward  laxatif ;  2756 
Al  is  to-brosten  thilke  regioun, 
Nature  hath  now  no  dominacioun.  figm) 
And  certeinly,  ther  nature  wol  nat  wiivhe, 
Far-wcl,   phisyk!    go    her   the    man   to 

chirche !  2760 

This  al  and  som,  that  Arcita  mot  dye. 
For  which  he  sendeth  after  Emelj'e, 
And  Palamon,  that  was  his  cosin  dere ; 
Than  seyde   he  thus,   as  ye  shul  after 

here. 
*  Naught  may  the  woful  spirit  in  myn 

herte  2765 

Declare  o  po3mt  of  alle  my  sorwes  smerto 
To  jow,  my  lady,  that  I  love  most ; 
Bat  I  biquethe  the  service  of  my  gost  (1910) 


To  yow  aboven  every  creature. 
Sin  that  my  lyf  may  no  longer  dure.  2770 
Alias,  the  wo !  alias,  the  peynes  strong^. 
That  I  for  yow  have  suffred,  and  so  longe ! 
Alias,  the  deeth  !  alias,  myn  Emelyc  ! 
Alias,  departing  of  our  companye  !     2774 
Allas»  myn  hertes  queue !  alias,  my  wyf ! 
Myn  hertes  lady,  ondere  of  my  lyf ! 
What  is  this  world?  what  asketh  men  U> 

have? 
Now  with  his  love,  now  in  his  colde  grave 
Allono,  with-outen  any  companye.    (192U 
Far-wel,  my  swete  fo  1  mjm  Emelye !  2780 
And  softe  tak  me  in  your  armes  tweye, 
For  love  of  Go<i,  and  herkneth  what  I  seyo. 

I  have  heer  with  my  cosin  Palamon 
Had  stryf  and  rancour,  many  a  day  agon. 
For  love  of  yow,  and  for  my  jelousyo.  2785 
And  Jupiter  so  wis  my  soule  gye. 
To  spekon  of  a  servant  proprely. 
With  alle  circumstaunces  trewely,    (1950) 
That  is  to  sejm,   trouthe,   honour,  and 

knighthede, 
Wisdom,   humblesse,  estaat,   and  heigh 
kinrede,  a-jiyit 

Fredom,  and  al  that  longeth  to  that  art, 
So  Jupiter  have  of  my  soule  part. 
As  in  this  world  right  now  no  knowe  I  mm 
So  worthy  to  bon  loved  as  Palamon,  271)4 
That  servcth  yow,  and  wol  don  al  his  lyt. 
And  if  that  ever  ye  shul  been  a  wj'f, 
Foryet  nat  Palamon,  the  gcntil  man.* ( 1939) 
And  with  that  word  his  specho  faille  gan. 
For  from  his  foet  up  to  his  brost  was  corn** 
The  cold  of  deeth,  that  hadde  him  over- 
come. 28(M) 

And  yet  more-over,  in  his  armes  two 
The  vital  strengtho  is  lost,  and  al  ago. 
Only  the  intellect,  with-outon  more. 
That  dwelled  in  his  herte  syk  and  sore, 
Gan  faillon,  when  the  herte  felte  deeth, 
]>usked  his  eyen  two,  and  failled  breeth. 
But  on  his  lady  yet  c^iste  he  his  y?:  (1949) 
His  lasto  word  was,  '  mercy,  Emelye  ! ' 
His  spirit  chaungcd  hous,  and  wontc  ther, 
As  I  cam  never,  I  can  nat  tellen  wher.  3810 
Thorfor  I  stinte,  I  nam  no  divinistre  ; 
Of  soules  finde  I  nat  in  this  registre, 
Ne  me  ne  list  thilke  opiniouns  to  telle 
Of  hem,  though  that  they  wrjrten  wher 
they  dwelle. 
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ArtrUo  f-?  ei>ld,  tlmr  MiLeft  Ills  aimlp  gyo  ; 
X<!W  wul  T  Eiitrkeii  forth  of  Emelye.  jfliti 
SI  \  rij^h  to  K  ni  1  ?3  j'ti ,  ft  n  1 1  li  owl  ot  Ji  PuloniqiiL^ 
Anii  TliosiL'Lifl  hy  KUiiti^r  tsMik  uiicki  iig6tTj 
!S^viiWtiin!:;i>./iiul  luir  liirlYi>tli£*i^orija  ikWHy, 
Whlll  hel]»i'tli  it  to  tiirk^n  forth  thtr  dfl>'. 
To  telhtu    li.tw  dht>  wci^m  hothti  ove  and 

>'(»t'  ill    |i4wirh   tivA  Wi>inint»ii    hjivo  swlch 

Wliun  rhrtt  hir  hiMinhmiis  U^n  fnttn  hom 

Tfint  iitr  tho  UM^rr:  pnrt  thf^y  9(>rwen  ao^ 

Thut  ut  UiL'  Irwito  ruTlninly  thr>-  dyfi, 

Inliiitt^  Ivi^n,  tilt-  Hi*rweit  niul  the  t«j%9 
i  >r  i>lij(>  folk.  iLii  J  lij)  k  I  it  tindrt?'  y«?rf«,  ^  itjju) 
J 11  Eilthu  tHiuii,  fiir  ih'^tli  of  this  Thehan  ; 
For  him    thi  r   wiL'pL-th    1  Hit  ho    cHld   and 
nitiii  ^  jiSjo 

So  ^rt'i't  u  iivrjuiif;  was  thpriiimQ^  certayn, 
\\'haji  Kl  t  Hr  VVIL1  v'-l  m  t^rht ,  id  I'j  o^h  y-ala^n. 
Tit  Tr^iyu  ;  a  I  hi  3  [  \\Hi  jiitet)  that  was  ther^ 
C^nn'i-hiEiif  jjf  idielvus^  n-ndinid^  ei?k  t>f  ho^r, 
'  Why  wuldi^st»*w  ht.'  ilcud,'  thL$w  Wf/nimpn 

'  ABd  hiiddi^-^I  f^ohi  ,A--iiiiui^h.  ^ind  Kuielyt^f" 


Haddjoii  for  love  the  bat&iUe  hcrm  faitw^oe^ 

Thai  in  that  »elv<»  {^^07^1  ■woleaiid  gf«iie« 
Hi  cr  (LS  bc^  bad  de  his  nmoroufl  desire^    iSaitt 
Hia  tomjdfjynt,  and  for  lovQhifl  hole  firoc^ 
Ho  woldt^  mako  a  f>r,  in  whith  th'ofllc# 
FuEJtiraL  ha  mighto  nl  occomplJee  \ 
And  Io<it  cotnaandp  anon  to  haJLke  And 

The  oku*  ohlp,  and  lejnc  hem  nn  n  rewe 
In  Col  ^rf  til  a  wel  nrffiywi  fT>r  to  hreimti ; 
HiH  offitcra  with  swirtc  foet  thpy  renae 
And  lydi?  aniin  nt  hia  ctimanTidemetit^ 
And  after  thia,  Thnitpiis  hiitb  3^«sent    jS;ti 
AlTtcr  a  hero,  and  it  hI  oTor-ainTftdde 
With  cloth  of  gold,  iho  richetfl  tlut  he 

hnddo. 
And  tr{  tho  sattitj  Buytc  bo  cladde  Art^ite; 
F|inn  hio  hnndea  haddo  bfl  glorcs  whjic; 
Eok  titi   his  hetsd    il    cmuno   of    h^xmr 

greno,  aSjs 

And  in  lits  htmd  a  ffwenl  fnl  bright  and 

Hp  itiyde  him  bara  tho  vistkgc  on  the  b<<r«i, 
llierw'itli  hi)  weep  that  jiitoo  was  t*>  hcrv. 
And  for  the  peplo  lahohle  aeen  hixn  tillt^ 
ynxiin  it  waa  day^  ho  broghte  him  to  the 
haUe,  ^Sh^o 

That  rtjr^th  nf  th<!  rrying-  fl«d  thp  Sonn. 
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With  alakke  pas,  and  eyen  rede  and  vrete, 
Thargh-<mt  the  citee,  by  the  maiater-strete, 
That  sprad  vrsM  al  with  blak,  and  wonder 

hye 
Right  of  the  same  is  al  the  strete  y-wryo. 
Vp-on  the  right  hondwente  old  Egens,  3905 
And  on  that  other  sydo  dak  Theseus, 
With  vessels  in  hir  hand  of  gold  fal  fjm, 
Al  fal  of  hony,  milk,  and  blood,  and  wyn  ; 
Bek  Palamon,  with  fnl  greet  compan3re ; 
And  after  that  cam  wofal  Emclye,      2910 
With  fyr  in  honde,  as  was  that  tyme  the 

«y»e,  (3t)53) 

To  do  th*office  of  faneral  serryse. 

Heigh  labour,  and  ful  greet  apparaillinge 
Was  at  the  service  and  the  fyr-makinge. 
That  with  his  grono  toptheheven  raughte. 
And  twenty  fadme  of  brede  the  armes 

straoghte ;  2916 

This  is  to  se^-n,  the  bowos  were  so  bro<le. 
Of  St  roe  flrst  ther  was  leyd  ful  many  a 

lode.  (2o6«>) 

Hat  how  the  fyr  was  maked  up  on  highte, 
And  eek  the  names  how  the  treCs  highte. 
As  ook,   firre,   birch,   asp,   alder,   holm, 

popler,  3931 

Wilow,  elm,  plane,  ash,  box,  cbasteyn, 

lind,  lanrer, 
Mapol,  thorn,  beech,  hasel,  ew,  whippel- 

troe, 
Hoiw  they  weren  fuld,  shal  nat  be  told  for 

mo; 
Xe  how  the  goddcs  ronnen  up  and  doun, 
Disherited  of  hir  habitacioun,  3936 

In  which  they  woneden  in  roste  and  pees, 
Nymphes,  Faunes,  and  Amadrides ;  (3070) 
Ne  how  the  bestcs  and  the  briddcs  alle 
Fledden  for  fere,  whan  the  wodo  was fallo ; 
Xe  how  the  ground  agast  was  of  the  light, 
That  was  nat  wont  to  seen  the  sonne  bright ; 
Xe  how  the  fyr  was  couched  first  with  st  ree. 
And  than  with  drye  stokkes  cloven  a  three. 
And  than  with  grene  wode  and  spycerye. 
And  tlian  with  cloth  of  gold  and  with 

perrye,  3:^36 

And  gerlandes  hanging  with  fnl  many 

a  floar. 
The  mirre,  th'encens,  with  al  so  greet 

odoar; 
Xe  how  Arcite  lay  among  al  this,     (3081) 
Xe  what  richcis  abcmte  hla body  is ;  3940 


Xe  how  that  Emelye,  as  was  the  gyse, 

Putte  in  the  fyr  of  funeral  servjrse ; 

Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  men  made  the 

fyr, 
No  what  she  spak,  ne  what  was  hir  dcsyr ; 
Ne  what  jewoles  men  in  the  fjrr  tho  caste. 
Whan  that  the  fyr  was  greet  and  brento 

faste ;  3946 

No  how  som  caste  hir  sheeld,  and  som  hir 

spere, 
And  of  hir  vestiments,  whicho  that  they 

were,  (3050) 

And  cuppes  ful  of  wyn,  and  milk,  and 

blood. 
Into  tho  fyr,  that  brente  as  it  wore  wood ; 
No  how  tho  Grekcs  with  an  huge  route 
Thryf  8  riden  al  tho  fyr  abonte  3953 

Up-on  the  left  hand,  with  a  loud  shoutinge. 
And  thry(>s  with  hir  eperoa  clatcringe ; 
And  thr>'es  how  the  ladies  gon  ne  crye ;  3955 
No  how  that  lad  was  hom-wnrd  Emelye ; 
Ne  how  Arcite  is  brent  to  asshon  colde ; 
Ne  how  that  liche-wnko  was  y-holdo  (2 100) 
Al  thilke  night,  ne  how  the  Grekes  pleye 
Tho  wake-plcyes,  ne  kepe  I  nat  toseye ;  396t> 
Who  wrastleth  best  naked,    with    oille 

enoynt, 
Ne  who  that  bar  him  best,  in  no  disjojmt. 
I  wol  nat  tcllen  eek  how  that  they  goon 
Hoom  til  Athenes,  whan  the  pley  is  doon  ; 
But  shortly  to  the  poynt  than  wol  I  wende, 
Andmakenofmy  longetaloanende.  3966 
By  processo  and  by  longtho  of  certeyn 

yores 
Al  stinted  is  the  mooming  and  tho  teres. 
Of  0  rekes,  by  oon  general  assent,      (2111) 
Than  scmed  me  ther  was  a  ^Hirlemcnt  3970 
At  Athenes,  up-on  certeyn  poyntsand  cas; 
Among  the  whiche  i>oynts  y>spokon  was 
To  have  with  certejrn  contrees  alliaunce, 
And  have  fully  of  Thebans  obeisaunce. 
For  which  this  noble  Theseus  anon     3975 
Leet  sendon  after  gentil  Palamon, 
Unwist  of  him  what  was  tho  cause  and 

why; 
But  in  his  blake  clothes  sorwefiilly  (3120) 
He  cam  at  his  comaundemente  in  hye. 
Tho  sente  Theseus  for  Emclye.  39^0 

Whan  they  were  set,  and  bust  was  al  the 

place, 
And  Theseus  abiden  hadde  a  space 
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[t,  3tjS5-3o6R. 


Kr  any  word  cum  from  liij^  wyse  brefit^ 
His  eycn  SDtttr  lio  tbor  a&  wiiB  his  leat, 
And  wiih  a  sad  vima^i*  1ig  syk&d  BiiUa,   ^9185 
A  ml  iifl4.'r  til  at  right  thBsbcBejdebiBwilJb, 
'  Tbu  first e  inoevflre  of  llio  pause  Above, 
Wliitn  bo  liTst  miulu  tbe  fbire  chejuo  of 

(trupt  was  tb>ffoct,  and   lieigb  wa*  bi^ 

<?UtCTlt«  ; 

VVi'tl  wiijt«  li(j  whj%  fuid  what  tber<of  he 

mc<nt(>;  J990 

For  with  tbflt  fiiiru  eheynp  of  love  be  bond 
The  lyr,    the    eyr^   tho   water,   nXid    the 

hmd 
In  oert*>yii  botimleB,  that  they  may  tiat  flee ; 
That  sariif  jirinco  and  that  mut'vero,'  quod 

Ins 
'  Hath  ^tnblitiaed,  iij  this  wrenched  world 

aiiunii^  lyKtS 

Ccrt»>yiic?  thiyos  (iiul  durfLcionn 
TttJil  that  is  eiiffeiidrcMi  in  tliiaploce^  {JU9) 
Over  the  whin  ho  day  they  may  nat  paoe, 
AJ  mo  we  thoy  yvi  tiio  do^^ea  wel  abrec^ge  ; 
Tb t3 r n cod t th  iitm & uttorit^e  allegge,    yuan 
For  it  in  prevtd  by  oxpericnceT 
But  that  njo  iifit  de<.-bkreii  my  sentence. 
Tlian  may  jjien  by  tbia  ordre  wel  diflcern*^ 
That  thilke  mctevere  etnhlc  is  and  eterne* 
Wcl  m&Y  mt'iU  krnjwe>  bttt  it  be  a  fool .  jooj 


The  j^rcte  totiiieis  see  we  vsuie  and  wend#. 
Than  may  j«  »ee  tb«l  «1  ihk  thing  balli 

'  Of  man  and  wommnn  seen  w©  wt^l  ttlao,, 
That  nftlfith^  in  oon  of  ibiio  ierxBOS  tnKk, 
Tbia  ifl  to  fieyn,  in  ycmtho  or  elles  iM?e,  (^Jt^i) 
He  mcN»t  ben  deed,  tlii^  king  as   sh»l  A 

page;  3030 

Som  in  bis  bed,  »m  in  th«  dep«  f«o, 
S<)m  Ln  tbe  large  f^^ld^  a^  mqn  vany  «e  ^ 
Tht»T  belpeth  nn^bt,  n1  g^jth  that  ilk©  wey<^ 
Thanne  may  I  myn  that  al  this  tiling  moot 

deye.  ^u 

What  maketb  ibis  bat  Jupiter  th^  king? 
Tho  which  is  prince  and  eaiue  of  aU^*  tbin^ 
{3onverting  al  irn-to  hia  propre  well**. 
From  which  it  is  deryvcd,  fiooih  to  te'lle^ 
And  here-agayna  no  creature  on  ^yre  faiSi) 
Of  no  dpgnei?  avnilleth  for  to  stry-ve.    3040 
*  Tbannr  is  it  wisdom,  as  it  tbinktith  me, 
To  makon  vortu  of  nect^aitee, 
And  taJto  it  wt^l^  that  we  may  nat  utbne, 
And  namely  that  to  xa  alle  iA  dnev 
And  who-so  gmdDbetli  ou^ht,  be  dootb 

folje,  jDfs 

And  rebel  is  to  him  that  nl  may  icy^^ 
And  c£rteinl3'^  a  man  hath  mnst  bodHKir 
Todyen  in  hi^  i\xc(*llonce  ondiioarf  (2190) 
Whan  he  ia  aiker  of  bia  1 


T.  3069-313$.] 
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*  What  may  I  conolnde  of  this  longe  serie, 
Bot,  after  wo,  I  rede  ns  to  be  merie,  (3210) 
And  thanken  Japiter  of  al  hia  grace  ? 
Andf  er   that  we    departen    from    this 

place,  3070 

I  rede  that  we  make,  of  sorwes  two, 
O  parfyt  joye,  lasting  evor^mo ; 
And  loketh  now,  wher  most  sorwe  is  her- 

inne, 
Ther  wol  we  first  amenden  and  biginne. 

*  Soster,'  quod  he,  *  this  is  my  folle  assent, 
With  alth^avysheerofmyparlement,  3076 
That  gentil  Palamon,  yoor  owne  knight, 
That  aerveth  yow  with  wille,  herte,  and 

might,  (3320) 

And  ever  hath  doon,  sin  that  ye  first  him 

knewe,  3079 

That  yeshul,  of  yoor  grace,  np-on  him  re  we, 
And  token  him  for  housbonde  and  for 

lord: 
Leen  me  yoor  bond,  for  this  is  onr  acord. 
Lat  see  now  of  j'oar  wommanly  pitee. 
He  is  a  kingos  brother  sone,  pardee ; 
And,  though  he  were  apovre  bachcler,  3085 
Sin  he  hath  served  yow  so  many  a  yeer. 


And  had  for  yow  so  greet  adversitee. 

It  mostebeen  considered,  leveth  me ;  (3330) 

For  gentil  mercy  oghte  to  passen  right.' 

Than  sey  de  ho  thus  to  Palamon  f  ol  right ; 
*  I  trowe  ther  ncdcth  litel  sermoning  3091 
To  make  yow  assente  to  this  thing. 
Com  neer,  and  tak  your  lady  by  the  bond.' 
Bitwixcn  hem  was  maad  anon  the  bond. 
That  highte  matrimoine  or  mariage,  3095 
By  al  the  coonseil  and  the  baronage. 
And  thus  with  alle  blisse  and  melodye 
Hath  Palamon  y-wedded  Emelye.     (3340) 
And  God,  that  al  this  wyde  world  hath 

wroght, 
Sendo  him  his  love,  that  hath  it  dere 

o-boght.  3100 

For  now  is  Palamon  in  alio  wele. 
Living  in  blisse,  in  richesse,  and  in  hele ; 
And  Emelye  him  loveth  so  tendrely. 
And  he  hir  serveth  al-so  gentilly. 
That  never  was  ther  no  word  hem  bitweno 
Of  jcloasye,  or  any  other  tene.  3106 

Thus  endeth  Palamon  and  £melye  ; 
And  God  save  al  this  faire  companye ! — 

Amen.  (2350) 


Here  it  ended  the  Knightea  Tale. 


THE    MILLER'S    PROLOGUE. 


Here  folwen  the  wordea  bitwene  the  Host  and  the  Hillere. 


%Vhav  that  the  Knight  had  thus  his  talo 

y-toW, 
In  al  the  route  nas  ther  yong  ne  old  31 10 
That  he  ne  seyde  it  was  a  noble  storio, 
And  worthy  for  to  drawcn  to  memorio ; 
And  namely  the  gentils  evcrichoon. 
Our  Hoste  lough  and  swoor,  *  so  moot  I  goon. 
This  gooth  aright ;  nnbokeledisthemale ; 
Lat  see  now  who  shal  telle  another  tale  : 
For  trewely,  the  game  is  wel  bigonne.  31 17 
Kow  tellath  ye,  sir  Honk,  if  that  yo  conne, 

Q 


Sum  what,   to  (jnyte  with  the  Knightes 
tale.'  (II) 

The    Miller,    that    for-dronken    was    al 
pale,  3i3ii 

So  tliat  unnethe  up-on  his  hors  ho  sat. 
Ho  nolde  avolcn  neither  hoo<l  no  hat, 
Ne  abyde  no  man  for  his  curtcii<yo, 
But  in  Pilates  vois  he  gan  to  cr>'<^, 
And  swoor  by  armos  and  by  blood  and 
bones,  31 '5 

*  I  can  a  noble  tale  for  the  nones, 

3 
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A.     Z$t   gUiffer'fl  ^t&r03U«.  [t.  313^3186, 


"VViOi  which  I  wol  now  quyte  the  Kniirhiea 

Owr  Hosto  BOTi(jh  tlmt  he  -waa  dronkfl  of 

And  ti('3'dt* :  '  11^3  d,  Eobm,  mylcvobroCbert 

Sum  bt^ttru  niAii  Khal  tf^Ue  na  fir^  sm^jQi&t  i 

Abyd,  i\nd  liit  tu3  wt'rken  thriltilyj       3131 

*By  ^ttJd«a  aou3,'  quod  he,  *th»t  wol 

uiit  I  ; 
t\jr  I  ^'<.>l  speki>,  nr  cllofl  go  my  w&y/ 
Go  J    Hoftt<ii    litiKWijnle  !    *  teJ  On,  *  d«v«l 

wey  I 
Tlioii  art  34  f(>r>l,  th_v  wit  L^  tn-erco^e,*  315S 
*N<>w  hyrltjirth/  quoil  tha  Miller,  *odlo 

jLnd  eomi) ! 
Biit  first  I  iQflko  d  pi^t^i>^ifa<^oilQ 
Thrtt  I  fim  clrouke^  I  knowe   it  by  my 

stmn ;  1(30) 

And  thc-rfore^  if  tJiat  I  tni^spi^e  or  sfiye, 
W">-*(i    it   the   Ak'   rtf  Southwerk,    I   yow 

rft\VO;  i(i4o 

Fur  I  wmI  ttik'  a  It  freudt'  and  a  l>i:' 
Iktthe  <.tf  a  Cfir|Ffiit4.'i-,  Rud  fif  hln  wyf^ 
How  that  11,  clerk  hath  ^t  the  >rri|fhtc?s 

ciijipo,* 
Thfi  K  uve  nns  vci'  rdtf  miii  soyde,  *  sti  at  tiiy 

Tjit  ^t^  thi"  l*>woil  drnukcTi  hftrh>tTry©.  3145 


f  And  over  a  tb^nmnd  gode  ayejiia  otm 

badde,  jt5!? 

fThat  knowfistow  wel  il^y-wlf,  bnt-if  Ukiaa 

Why  flrtow  Anfpy  with  my  t«ilo  now  f 
I  bAiVfl  a  wjf,  pardoe,  ob  well  b£  thou,  tfo) 
Yet  nifhle  I,  for  the  oxea  in  ray  plQeT^^f 
Taken  np^n  me<  more  than  y^no^h^    $i6a 
Ab  demon  of  my-B*jLf  that  t  were  oon  ■ 
I  wol  believe  wel  that  I  am  noon. 
An  hiHifibood  ahtJ  uat  been  inquisltif 
Of  goddes  pri^etee,  nor  of  hi*  wyf. 
So  he  may  finde  gmJdB§  foywiii  there^  3165 
Of  the  remenAut  nedeth  nat  enqtierfl/ 
Wliat  sholde  I   more  aeyn^    bnt    thia 

Milk^i^ 
He  nol  de  hie  wordijs  for  nr»  oiiui  forberts  {^*^'i 
Bui  tolde  his  cherlea  tide  in  hla  maj^are  ; 
Me  thinketh  that  lahal  reherc*  itherc.  11  j^i* 
And    therefore    every     gentil     uilght    I 

preye^ 
For  goddes  lore^  demeth  nat  that  I  s^yo 
Of  cvd  entente,  bnt  that  I  moot  r«h eroa 
Kir  tJk]«s  allf?,  he  tht^y  bf^ttr«  or  wdBC^ 
Or  elles  ftdBim  eom  of  my  mature^         3175 
And  therfore^  whoKSd  list  it  niut  y-berp^ 
Tnme  over  the  leef,  and  rhc^  luiothef 

tftle;  i6(>| 


T.  3187-3260.] 
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THE    MILLERES   TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Hlllere  his  tale. 


Whti/)m  ther  was  dwellinge  at  Oxenford 
A  richo  gnof,  that  gestes  heeld  to  bord, 
And  of  hiB  craft  he  was  a  Carpenter. 
With  him  ther  was  dwellinge  a  povre 
■coler,  3190 

Had  lemed  art,  bat  al  his  fantasyo 
Was  tamed  for  to  leme  astrologyo, 
And  coado  a  certeyn  of  conclasiouns 
To  demen  by  interrogacioans, 
If  that  men  axed  him  in  certein  hoares,  31 95 
Whan  that  men  sholde  have  droghte  or 
elles  shoares,  ( 10) 

Or  if  men  axod  him  what  sholde  bifalle 
Of  every  thing,  I  may  nat  rekene  hem  alle. 

This  clerk  was  clepod  hendo  Nicholas ; 
Of  deme  love  he  conde  and  of  solas ;  3J00 
And  ther-to  he  was  sleigh  and  ful  privee, 
And  lyk  a  maydcn  meko  for  to  sec. 
A  chambro  haddo  he  in  that  hosteliye 
AUone,  with-oaten  any  companyc, 
Falfetislyy-dight  with  herbes  swote ;  3^5 
And  he  him-self  as  swete  as  is  the  rote  (ao) 
Of  lioorys,  or  any  cetewale. 
His  Almageste  and  bokes  grete  and  smale, 
His  astrelabie,  longinge  for  his  art. 
His  aofljim-stones  layen  faire  a-part  3210 
On  shelves  coached  at  his  beddes  heed  : 
His  presse  y-covered  with  a  falding  reed. 
And  al  above  ther  lay  a  gay  saatrye, 
On  which  he  made  a  nightes  melodye 
So  swetely,  that  al  the  chambre  rong ;  3215 
And  AngelHS  ad  virginem  he  song ;        (30) 
And  after  that  he  song  the  kinges  note  ; 
Fal  often  blessed  was  his  mory  throte. 
And  thus  this  swete  clerk  his  tyme  spente 
Alter  his  freendes  finding  and  his  rente. 

This  Carpenter  had  wedded  newe  a  y^'yf 
Which  that  ho  lovede  more  than  lus  lyf ; 
Of  ei^tetene  3reer  she  was  of  age. 
Jaloos  he  wa«,  and  heeld  hir  narwo  in  cage, 

Q 


For  she  was  wilde  and  yong,  and  he  was 

old,  (39)  3225 

And  demed  him-self  ben  lyk  a  ookewold. 
He  knew  nat  Catoan,  for  his  wit  was  rade. 
That  bad  man  sholde  wedde  his  similitude. 
Men  sholde  wedden  after  hir  estaat. 
For  youtho  andeldeisoftenatdebaat.  3330 
Bat  sith  that  he  was  fallen  in  the  snare, 
He  moste  endare,  as  other  folk,  his  care. 
Fair  was  this  yonge  wyf,  and  ther-with-al 
As  any  wesele  hir  body  gent  and  smaL 
A  ceynt  she  werede  barred  al  of  silk,  3235 
A  barmclooth  oek  as  whyt  as  mome  milk 
Up-on  hir  lendcs,  ful  of  many  a  gore.   (51) 
Whyt  was  hir  smok  and  broaded  al  bifore 
And  eek  bihindc,  on  hir  coler  aboate. 
Of  col-blak  silk,  with-inne  and  eek  with- 

oute.  324«) 

The  tapes  of  hir  whyte  volaper 
Were  of  the  same  sojrte  of  hir  coler ; 
Hir  filet  brood  of  silk,  and  set  fal  hyo  : 
And  sikerly  she  haddo  a  likcroas  y^.  3244 
Ful  smale  y-pulled  were  hir  browes  two, 
And   tbo  were  bent,  and  blake  as  any 

sloo.  (60; 

She  was  ful  more  blisful  on  to  see 
Than  is  the  newo  pero-jonctto  tree  ;    3248 
And  softer  than  the  wollo  is  of  a  wether. 
And  by  hir  girdel  liecng  a  purs  of  lether 
Tasscld  with  silk,  and  perled  with  latoun. 
In  al  this  world,  to  seken  np  and  donn, 
Thojre  nis  no  man  so  wys,   that  coade 

thonche 
So  gay  a  popelote,  or  swich  a  wenche.  3254 
Ful  bright<;r  was  the  shjrning  of  hir  hewe 
Than  in  the  tour  the  noble  y-forged  newe. 
But  of  hir  song,  it  was  as  loude  and  yeme 
As  any  swalwe  sittinge  on  a  heme.  (72) 
Ther-to  she  coade  skippe  and  make  game. 
As  any  kide  or  calf  folwinge  his  dame.  3260 
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Hii-  ijiciiith  was  sweto  ea  hragat  ur  Uid 

Or  honl  of  Apples  leytl  in  hoy  or  lieetli. 
Wiaiiixigc  sluj  vfn.%  fia  ia  n  j<>ly  i?o]t, 
Ijfpijg  iks  n  mnat,  itnd  iiptigUt  aa  a  Iwlt 
A  b  rtMX"  h  sh  L»  bail  r  » ji-ii  <  1 1  h  i  r  luwo  colcr^  3^^ 
Ah  ^JTw-^i  A3  id  ttn:h  1  Mid  of  Ji  iKJflor.  (80) 

Hirabot's  ivom  \acmi  on  bir  logges  bj'o  ; 
Sba  Wiia  ft  vo'^i^^r"^]*',  f^  piggnahaye 
Ft>r  ftiiy  binl  to  logg^^Ti  in  liLi  boddc^ 
Or  ycit  I  of  any  ffn,><l  yemau  to  wodd^&*  32;^ 

Now  iin?,  ft  rid  e;t  siro^  so  hii'ol  tho  c«is, 
Tbiit  on  a  dny  tbia  lit'cdo  Nkh(»Iaa 
Pil  wilb  Ibis  yon  go  wyf  to  rngc^md  ploy*» 
W'byl  that  lilr  boiisbtmd  wiis  ftt  OseiUjyej 
Ad lUrkfa  ben  ful  siibtLleimtl fiil ijae^'ute ; 
And  pnvoly  he  tmighto  bir  by  the  <iQcjTat«, 
And  si\vdc,   'y-wia,  but   if  ich  bftvo   my 

FfPr  ill  rno  bjvo  nf  tboe,  li'mnian,  I  ftpUlfl/ 
A  nd  ho^ld  bir  hnrfle  by  tbi?  haimi:ho-boiiesi, 
AtJ'l  fifjdi*,  *lpmnmii,  b>vo  luo  &I  Ht-ones, 
Or  I  wol  dj  en,  tiUi^  pxl  mo  save ! '  3281 
And  shu  eif»ri>n|?  nif  a  colt  dotb  in  tbe  Lmve, 
And  witb  bir  hi^tnl  eho  wryeU  ^nsta  nwey^ 
AnJmi'yde, '  Ivi'ol  nat  kiast'  ibee,  by  my  fey, 
Wby^  hit  ho,'  ^iUMi  i;bo^  '  Iftt  bc^  XicbotAfi,, 
Or  I  wnl  crj-e  out  ''brirrow**  and  '''olbia,*' 
l>ih  v,t'y  you.r  Lan<le.B  for  vi>u.r  cartoifiyt;  \  * 


Than  fll   it  tbti«,  thsl  to  tha  ptirisli- 
abiri^be,  (wi) 

Crtstea  0^*110  werkei  tor  td  wircke, 
Tliifl  guida  wyf  wbuto  on  an  hnliday  ; 
Hir  forb  eed  sbonti  as  bri^bt  0m  any  day,  u  10 
So  was  it  irasalien  whan  sho  leet  hir  wvrlu 

Now  was  thcr  of  that  chirche  a  paruli- 
clerk, 
The  whicli  that  wiu  y-cWpod  Absolom. 
Cral  was  bis  hecr,  and  ^  thfit  ^14,  tt  sbooA, 
And  ^tronttHl  as  a.  funno  la^ii^  and  brodv; 
Fill  straight  and  evon  lay  his  joly  «liod«. 
His  rodo  wiis  rood,  Ui«  eyen  st«y«  a*  goo* ; 
With  PowIm  window  oorvieni  on  hia  Kboca^ 
In  hosea  rodo  h$  won  to  fetbly.  (ijj) 

y-<:tad  bo  w&a  lul  smal  imd  propreJy,  5jj«* 
Al  in  a  kirtel  of  a  light  wachot ; 
Ful  fftiftv  and  tbikke  li^n  the  poyntcsaet. 
And  thtir-ttpHjn  ho  haddo  a  gay  siu-plyi 
Ah  wbyt  as  Ia  tha  blosmti  ttpon  the  lya 
A  moiy  child  ho  waea^  ttfj  gCKl  me  save,  ^335 
W(j1  cottde  b©  latcn  blood  imd  clippe  and 
fihavo^  [140) 

An  d  m  ak^  a  chartre  oflond  or  aeqn  i  tiuuiee. 
In  twenty  manero  conds  he  trixrpo  &d4 

dnnnt'o 
After  the  soole  ot  Oxenforde  tho, 
And  with  hla  logg^  cAsten  to  and  fro^  jj[ju 
And  pleyan  Boflggs  on  a  amall  rtibibie :: 
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And  Absolon  his  giteme  hath  y-take, 
For  paramours,  he  thoghto  for  to  wake. 
And  forth  hegooth,  jolifandamoroos,  3355 
Til  he  cam  to  the  carpenteres  hons    (170) 
A  litel  after  cokkes  hadde  y-crowe ; 
And  dressed  him  np  by  a  shot-vrindowo 
That  was  np-on  the  carpenteres  waL 
He  singeth  in  his  vois  gentil  and  smal, 

•  Now,  dere  lady,  if  thy  will©  be,  3361 
I  preye  yow  that  yo  wol  rewe  on  me,' 
Fnl  wel  acordaunt  to  his  gitemingc. 
This  carpenter  awook,  and  herde  him 

singe, 
And    Rpak    nn-to    his    wyf,  and    seydo 

anon,  3365 

'  What !  Alison  !  herestow  nat  Alisolon 
That  chaanteth  thus  under  our  bonres 

wal?'  (i8i) 

And  she  answerdo  hir  hoosbond  ther- 

with-al, 

*  Yis,  god  wot,  John,  I  here  it  every-del.' 

This  passcth  forth ;  what  wol  ye  bet 
than  wel  ?  3370 

Fro  day  to  ilay  tliis  joly  Absolon 

So  woweth  hir,  that  him  is  wo  bigon. 

He  waketh  al  the  night  and  al  the  day ; 

Ho  kempte  liiso  lokkcs  brode,  and  mode 
him  gay ;  3374 

He  wowoth  hir  by  menes  and  brocage, 

And  swoor  he  woldo  been  hir  owno 
I«gc;  (190) 

He  singeth,  brokkinge  as  a  nightingale  ; 

He  sente  hir  piment,  meeth,  and  spyced 

And  wafres,  p3Ti°S  ^ote  oat  of  the  glede ; 
And  for  she  was  of  tonne,  ho  profro<l 
mede.  3380 

For  som  folk  wol  ben  wonnen  for  richesso, 
And  som  for  strokes,  nnd  som  for  gentil- 


Somtjrme,  to  shcwe  his  lightncsse  and 
maistrye, 
He  pleyeth  Herodes  on  a  scaffold  liyc. 
Bat  what  availleth  him  as  in  this  cas?  3385 
8he  loveth  so  this  hende  Nicholas,      (mx)) 
That  Absolon  may  blowo  the  bnkkes  horn ; 
He  ne  hadde  for  his  labour  bnt  a  fcom  : 
And  thos  she  maketh  Absolon  hir  ape. 
And  al  his  cmost  tumeth  til  a  jape.    3390 
Fnl  sooth  is  tJiis  proverbs,  it  is  no  lye. 
Men  sqm  right  thus,  *  olwey  the  nyo  slye 


Maketh  the  fcrre  levc  to  be  looth/ 
For  though  that    Absolon   be  woo<l    or 
wrooth,  3394 

By-cause  that  he  fer  was  from  hir  sighte. 
This  nye  Nicholas  stood  in  his  lighto.  (jio) 
Now  here  thee  wel,  thou  hende  Nicho- 
las! 
For  Absolon  may  waille  and  singe  'alias.* 
And  so  bifel  it  on  a  Saterday, 
This  carpenter  was  goon  til  Osenay ;  34»)c> 
And  hendp  Nicholas  and  Alisoun 
Aconled  been  to  this  condusioun, 
That  Nicholas  shal  shapcn  him  a  wyl« 
This  sely  jalous  housbond  to  bigylo  ; 
And  if  so  be  the  game  wente  aright,  3405 
She  sholde  slopen  in  his  arm  al  night. 
For  this  was  his  desyr  and  hir  also.    {221) 
And  right  anon,  with-onten  wordos  mo, 
This  Nicholas  no  lenger  woldo  tario, 
But  doth  ful  softo   un-to  his  chambre 
carie  3410 

Bothe  mete  and  drinke    for    a  day  or 

tweye, 
And  to  hir  housbondo  bod  hir  for  to  coyo, 
If  that  ho  axed  alter  Nicholas, 
She  sholde  seye  she  niste  whero  he  was, 
Of  al  that  day  she  saugh  him  nat  with  y6  ; 
She  trowed  that  ho  was  in  maladyo,  (230) 
For,  for  no  cry,  hir  mayde   coudo  him 
calle;  3417 

He    nolde    answcre,    for  no-thing    that 
mighte  falle. 
Tliis  passeth  forth  al  thilke  Saterday, 
That  Nicholas  stillo  in  his  chambre  Iny, 
And  cot   and  sleep,  or   dido  what   him 
lesto,  34J1 

Til  Sonilay,  that  the  Ronno  gooth  to  reste. 
This  sely  carpenter  hath  greet  mor\'cylo 
Of  Nicholas,  ()r  what  thing  miglito  him 

And  seydo, '  I  am  adrod.  by  seint  Thomas, 
It  stondeth  nat  aright  with  Nicholas.  (^40) 
Oo<l  shildo  that  lie  dcyde  so<leynly  ! 
Tliifl  world  is  now  fnl  tikel,  sikerly ; 
I  sangh  to-day  a  rors  y-l>om  to  chirche 
Tlmt  now,  on  Moiid:iy  last,  I  saugh  him 
wirche.  3430 

Go  up,*  quod  he  un-to  his  knave  anoon, 
'  Clepe  at  his  dore,  or  knokke  with  a  stoon, 
Loke  how  it  is,  and  tel  mo  boldely.' 

This  knave  gooth  him  up  ful  Ftnrdily, 
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Ami  nt  tlio  tUaTnbre-iIijrB,  VthyX  that  he 
stimd,  34  S5 

Ho  crv<ifl  mid  ktiokked  liS  that  he  Tif ere 
wtwKl :   -  (350) 

'  Whivt !     lnjw !     wliiit    do   ^'0,    umister 

How  may  ytj  Blei^n  nl  tho  l^mgo  day?* 

But  nl  for  nn^lit,  hn  liordo  tiat  a.  ward  j 
An  lii>l€  lie  fond,  fnl  hiwc  up-fln  a  Iwvrdj 
TlitT  as    the    cat  mob  wont    in  ftn*  to 
tr-^pt^;  J44' 

And  al  thut  liole  he  lookod  in  fill  depo^ 
And  at  tlio  lutite  liL^hadde  of  him  ftciglite. 
Thia  XitJuilHs  Hi*t  pjijnng  over  np^ri^hte^ 
As  he  Inid  kykfnl  em  the  ntiwo  mone,  ^45 
Adoun  lie  gtiyth,  iind  tiikle  Uis  nmUiber 
Hono  (360) 

In  what  army  ho  sitiiiKh  thb  Oke  m&n. 
Thb  can  sent  or  tf*  hlossen  him  bigftja^ 
And  soydt,  *  h(?lp  115,  ut^Lutu  Frideswryde  [ 
A  rnaii  wm^t  lite  I  \\'li(vt  lihn  ehal  iiit>*d0. 
This  man  i<^  fullo,  with  hiA  lutromye^  3451 
Tn  snm  woodiir-siw*  <tr  in  pom  agonye  j 
I  thoi^hlo  ay  we  I  huw  that  it  B!i.<*ldo  be  I 
Mi^n  sliolde  nat  knnwo  "f  Kwdclesprivotee. 
\^\  hhASi>l  \n3  alwr3-  Ik  lew^d  rnxn^       MBH 
That  iio|»ht  hilt  only  hia  biltjve  CAii !    (jT^i) 
.su  |-Vniu  iinittlior  ctt*rk  with  a^trotnyi^  i 


*Wliat!    Kichrjliiy!    what,   liowl    wh^t 

lokti  adoun  ! 
AwaV^^,  and  thx^nk  on  Ci*Jdt4Qfi  paasiottn  | 
I  cmnclio  tbflit !  nmi  dv^  and  tVo  wighttifi  1' 
I  Ther-with  the  nightrflpel  s*ytlo  be  *«£m- 
ri|;hu?9  mBc> 

On  foiire  halrai  of  the  hooi  Abcmte, 
And  cm  the  tlti%«lifbld  of  the  dure  witli-' 
onto  : — 
*  Jet  11  Crist,  and  jsPynt  Benedight, 
Blosse  this  hons  from   every   wikked 

wight. 
For   nigh  tea  verye,    the  white   pater- 
fioatfrf —  34S5 

Where  wentestow,  eeynt  Petree  sftster?' 
And  atto  laste  thia  hondo  Nichohia     (loi> 
j  Gan  for  to  syke  sore^  and  fieyde^  *  allae  I 
j  Shal  al  tie  worhl  ho  lo<t  eft*mi^  ncm^* 
This      carpenter      tmswerdc,      'wh»t 
fiojTjt*jw  f  J4ytj 

Wliat  [   thenk  on  god,  a^  wo  don,  men 
that  ^winke.' 
Thifl    Nii^hohu  aniwerde,   ^fe<:^he  me 
drinke  ; 
And  nfler  wol  I  speke  in  priveteo 
Of  eerteyn  thiiig  that  tc^neheth  nue  and 
thee ;  5194 

I  Wol  tell*>  it  noil  other  rnan^  certeyn, ' 
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Roy  what  tbon  wolt,  I  shal  it  never  telle 
To  child  ne  wyf,  hy  him  that  harwed 
heUe!* 

*  Now  John/  quod  Nicholas,  *  I  wol  nat 

lye; 
I  have  y-foande  in  myn  astrologye, 
As  I  have  loked  in  the  mone  bright,    5515 
That   now,  a  Monday  next,  at  quarter- 
night,  (330) 
Shal  falle  a  reyn  and  that  so  wilde  and 

wood, 
That  half  so  greet  was  never  Note  flood. 
This  world,'  ho  seyde,  *in  lasse  than  in 

an  hour 
Shal  al  be  dreynt,  so  hidons  is  the  shonr; 
Thus  shal  mankynde  drenche  and  lese 

hirlyf.*  3521 

This  carpenter  answerde,  *  alias,  my  wyf ! 

And  shal  she  drenche?  alias!  myn  Ali- 

sonn!' 
For  sorwe  of  this  he  fil  almost  adoun. 
And  seyde,  'is  ther  no  remedie  in  this 

cas?'  35*5 

*  Why,    yis,    for    gode,'    quod    hende 

Nicholas,  (340) 

•  If  thou  wolt  werken  after  lore  and  reed ; 
Thou  mayst  nat  werken  after  thyn  owene 

heed. 
For  thus  seith  Salomon,  that  was  ful 

trewe, 
**  Werk  al  by  oonseU,  and  thou  shalt  nat 

rewe.**  $5M> 

And  if  thou  werken  wolt  by  good  conseil, 
I  undertake,  with-outen  mast  and  seyl. 
Yet  shal  I  saven  hir  and  thee  and  me. 
Hastow  nat  herd  how  saved  was  NoO, 
Wlian   that  our  lord  had  warned   him 

bifom  3535 

That  al  the  world  with  water  sholde  be 

lorn  ?  •  (350) 

'Yis,'  quod  this  carpenter,  *fnl  yore 

'  Hastow  nat  herd,'  quod  Nicholas,  'also 
The  sorwe  of  N06  with  his  felawshipe,  3539 
£r  that  ho  mighte  gete  his  W3rf  to  shipe  ? 
Him  had  be  lever,  I  dar  wel  undertake. 
At  thilke  tyme,  than  alio  hise  wetheres 

blake, 
That  she  hadde  had  a  ship  hir-self  aUone. 
And  ther-fore.  wostou  what  is  best  to 

done?  3544 


This  asketh  haste,  and  of  an  hastif  thing 
Men  may  nat  precho  or  makcn  tar3ring. 

Anon  go  gete  us  faste  in-to  this  in  (361) 
A  kneding-trogh,  or  ellcs  a  kimelin. 
For  ech   of  us,   but  loke  that  they  bo 

large. 
In  whiche  we  mowe  swimme  as  in  a  barge, 
And  han  ther-inne  vitaille  suffisant    3551 
But  for  a  day ;  fy  on  the  remenant ! 
The  water  shal  aslake  and  goon  away 
Aboute  pryme  uiM>n  the  nexte  day. 
But  Bobin  may  nat  wite  of  this,   thy 

knave,  (369)  3555 

No  eek  thy  mayde  Gille  I  may  nat  save ; 
Axe  nat  why,  for  though  thou  aske  me, 
I  wol  nat  teUen  goddes  privetee. 
Suffiseth  thee,  but  if  thy  wittes  madde, 
To  han  as  greet  a  grace  as  Nod  hadde.  3560 
Thy  wyf  shal  I  wel  saven,  out  of  doute, 
Go  now  thy  wey,  and  speed  thee  heer- 

aboute. 
But  whan  thou  hast,  for  hir  and  thee 

and  me, 
Y-geten  us  thise  kneding^tubbes  three, 
Than  shaltow  hange  hem  in  the  roof  ful 

^^y  3565 

That  no  man  of  our  purvejraunce  8i)ye. 
And  whan  thou  thus  hast  doon  as  I  have 

seyd,  (381) 

And  hast  our  vitaille  faire  in  hem  y-Ieyd, 
And  eek  an  ax,  to  smyte  the  corde  atwo 
When  that  the  water  comth,  that  we 

niay  go,  3570 

And  broke  an  hole  an  heigh,  up-on  the 

gable. 
Unto  the  gardin-ward,  over  the  stable, 
That  we  may  frely  passcn  forth  our  way 
Whan  that  the  grete  shour  is  goon  away — 
Than  shaltow  swimme  as  myrie,  I  under- 

tak©!  3575 

As  doth  the  whyte  doke  after  hir  drake. 
Than  wol  I  dope,  ''how!  Alison!  how! 

John !  (391) 

Be  myrie,  for  the  flood  wol  passe  anon." 
And    thou    wolt    seyn,   "hayl,    maister 

Nicholay ! 
Good  morwe,  I  se  thee  wel,  for  it  is  day." 
And  than  shul  we  be  lordes  al  our  lyf  3581 
Of  al  the  world,  as  Nod  and  his  wyf. 

But  of  o  thyng  I  wame  thee  Ail  right, 
Be  wel  avysed,  on  that  ilke  night        3584 
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€U  gnieferw  tatt. 


[t-  a5S5-3«6«. 


Thikt  iiof>n  of  us  no  epokc^  nnt  a  warii^  (4«i) 
Xl'  clc?pi%  HP  fTyp,  but  lipon  in  h\a  prjfyero  j 
Ffpf  it  is  grnidu^  <iwpd  JiOsto  dqrG. 

Tliy   wyt'  and    tlniu    mote    Imngt^    fcr 

For  Uiflt  bitwbto  yow  phal  bfl  do  sinne 
Xo  moro  in  bjoking-  tlmn  ther  shikl  in 
dciJi';;  3591 

Thin  ordinAiiPfl  is  Bojd^  pj,  god  tboe  BiK?d«! 
Tom"r*8  ot  ui^ht,  whan  iii«ii  bom  ftUe 

In -to  onr  kuedmp-tnbbea  wnl  we  crepe. 
And  slttfln  tber,  nliyding  gi^ddes  j^rocik 
Go  now  thy  w^iy,  I  liave  no  longer  spiu^ 
Ta  iiinke  id'  this  no  le tiger  sermoning,  (411) 
Men  fityn  tliiis,  '*  st^nd  tbo  wyjaeij  And  sey 
no-tUing;"  ^q^ijIiE 

Tlioti  nrt  mi  v-yn^  it  Bt^dcth  thee  i>at  t££Jifi  \ 
Gi>,  BJivt'  our  lyf,  jxnd  Hint  I  thtc  biseoban' 
TliJs  sply  rAqK'ritiLjf  goth  i'utih  hia  wey. 
nil  oftG  he  nrith  -  alliiH '  and  *  weylnwey/ 
And  io  his  wyf  ho  toMe  his  priTet*«  ; 
And  abo  was  wnr,  ami  Xncsw  it  bet  than 
hv,  i^iii}  1^604 

Wlmt  al  tUia  qnt'jTitti  cast  wfta  for  to  geye. 
fiitt  iiAthtdeea  sheferde  ns  f;he  wolde  deye, 
Auil  fK'yde,  *  (vlliis  *  gii  forth  thj' wey  &non^ 
Hfl|i  tT**  to  wnpp,  *nr  tag  Infn  lust  oebon  ; 


Saflyftinge  right  ynogh  n^  for  n  day. 
But  &T  lliAt  ht]  had  maad  al  tbi«  flprmy, 
Ho  Bcnte  his  knave,  and  <^ok  hi*  w«.aelif» 

alfio,  36ja 

I'p-on  his  node  to  I^indau  for  tp  gQi, 
And  on  the  Mondj^y,  wban  it  draw  to 

night, 
He  Rhetto  hisdore-with-onte  catidcl-ligbl, 
And  dresse^l  al  thing  nit  it  dliolde  be.  36=15 
And  fthitHly,  up  they  clomben  &lle  three ; 
They  sitten  still  e  wol  a  farUing-way.  U51) 
'  Kow,  PaUir^ttM/Tj  clom  ! '  seyde  Nich<v 

And  '  dom^'  quod  Jcilii:i,and  '^ol(nn,'^ii|3filA 

Aliaoun. 
Tbia  carpenter  seyde  his  derociinui,    ^640 
And  stllle  he  sit,  and  biddetli  hkprc^F», 
Awaytinge  on  the  reyn,  if  he  it  here. 
The  dedo  sleop,  for  wory  biainease, 
Fil  on  thifl  carpenter  rig^ht,  ns  I  gosae, 
Aboutc  corrfew*tyme,  or  litel  monti ;     31645 
Fur  travail    of    his    goost    he    2*™^°^ 

flore,  <4fi(i) 

And  eft  lie  rontetlt,  for  hLi  heefl  midl^. 
Doan  of  tb<?  laddre  staUkoth  NicholAy^ 
And  Alisnnn,  fnl  sniXe  ndoun  ahe  speddai 
With-oaten    wonlcs    mo,  they  goon    f» 

l*ddo  ,05" 

Tliipr-as  the  ejirpenter  l&  wont  to  lye. 


T.  3«9-374i.] 
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Or  elies  he  is  at  his  hons,  oerteyn  ;     3^169 
Wher  that  he  be,  I  can  nat  sothlj  seyn/ 

This  Abflolon  fal  jolj  was  and  light, 
And  thoghtc,  *■  now  is  t jme  wake  al  night ; 
For  sikirly  I  saogh  him  nat  stiringe  3673 
Aboate  his  dore  sin  day  bigan  to  springe. 
So  moot  I  thiyve,  I  shal,  at  cokkes  crowo, 
Fol  prively  knokken  at  his  windowe  (490) 
That  stant  fnl  lowe  up-on  his  boores  waL 
To  Alison  now  wol  I  tellen  al 
My   love-longing,   for    yet    I    shal    nat 

misso 
That  at  the  lesto  wey  I  shal  hir  kisse.  3680 
Scan  mancr  confort  shal  I  have,  parfay. 
My  mouth  hath  icched    al    this  longe 

da^-; 
That  is  a  signe  of  kissing  atte  leste. 
Al  night  me  mette  eek,  I  was  at  a  feste. 
Therfor  I  wol  gon   slope  an   honre   or 

tweyc,  3685 

.\jid  nl  the  night  than  wol  I  wake  and 

pleyo.*  (500) 

Whan  that  the  firste  cok  hath  crowe, 

anon 
Up  rist  this  joly  lover  Absolon, 
Ami  him  arrayeth  gay,  at  point-devys. 
Bat  first  he  chewcth  greyn  and  lycorys. 
To  smellen  swete,  er  he  had  kcmbd  his 

heer.  3691 

Under  his  tonge  a  trewe  love  he  beer, 
F«>r  thereby  wende  ho  to  ben  gracious. 
Ho  rometh  to  the  carpcntcres  hons. 
And    stille    ho    stant   under    the    shot- 

windowe  ;  (509)  3695 

Uo'to  his  brest  it  raughte,  it  was  so  lowo  ■ 
And  0oite  he  coghcth  with  a  semi-soun — 
*  What  do  ye,  hony-comb,  swete  Alisoun  ? 
My  faire  brid,  my  swete  cinamome, 
Awaketh,  lemman  myn,  and  si>eketh  to 

me !  $700 

Wei  litel  thenken  ye  up-«n  my  wo, 
That  for  your  love  I  swete  ther  I  go. 
No  wonder  is  thogh  that  I  swelte  and 

swete ; 
I  moome  as  doth  a  lamb  after  the  tete. 
Y-wifl,  lemman,  I  have  swich  love-long- 

inge*  37f>5 

That  lyk  a  tortel  trewe  is  my  moominge ; 

I  may  nat  ete  na  more  than  a  mayde.*  (521) 

*Go  fro  the  window,  Jakke  fool,'  she 

nyde, 


*  As  help  me  god,  it  wol  nat  be  "  com  ba 
me,"  3709 

I  love  another,  and  dies  I  wore  to  blnmc, 
Wei  bet  than  thee,  by  Jesu,  Absolon ! 
Go  forth  thy  wey,  or  I  wol  caste  a  ston. 
And  lat  me  slope,  a  twenty  devol  wey  ! ' 

*  Alias,'  quod  Absolon,  *  and  weylawey ! 
That  trewe  love  was  ever  so  yvel  biset ! 
Than  kisse  me,  sin  it  may  bo  no  bet,  (530) 
For  Jesus  love  and  for  the  love  of  mo.' 

'  Wiltow  than  go  thy  wey  thor-witli  ?  ' 

quod  she. 
*Ye,  certes,  lemman,'  quod  this  Ab- 
solon. 
*Thanne  make  thee  redy,'  quo<l  she, 
*  I  come  anon  ; '  37^41 

f  And  un-to  Nicholas  she  seyde  stille, 
•f'  Now  bust,  and  thou  shalt  laughen  al 
thy  fillo.' 
This  Absolon   doun  sette  him  on  his 
knees, 
And  seyde,  '  I  am  a  lord  at  alle  degrees ; 
For  after  this  I  hope  ther  cometli  more  I 
Lemman,  thy  grace,  and  swete  brid,  thyn 
ore!'  (540)3720 

The  window  she  undoth,  and  that  in 
haste, 
'  Have  do,'  quod  she,  'com  of,  and  Rpee«l 

thee  faste. 
Lest  that  our  neighebores  thee  cspyc.' 
This  Absolon  gan  W3rpe  his  mr>uth  fnl 
tlTo ;  373" 

Derk  was  the  night  as  pich,  or  ob  the  colo, 
And  at  the  window  ont  she  puttc  hir  hole. 
And  Absolon,  him  fil  no  hot  no  wcrs. 
But  with  his  mouth  he  kiste  hir  nake<l 

ors 

Fnl  savourly,  er  ho  was  war  of  Ibis.    3735 

Abak   he  stertc,   and  thoghte  it  was 

amis,  (55«)i 

For  wel   he   wiste  u  womman  hath  no 

herd; 

He  felte  a  thing  al  rough  and  long  y-herd. 

And  seyde,  '  fy  !  alias  !  what  have  I  do  ? ' 

'Tehee!'    quod    she,   and    clapte    tho 

window  t4> ;  3740 

And  A1>Bolon  goth  forth  a  sory  pas. 

*  A  herd,  a  bcrd  ! '  quod  hende  Nicholas, 
'  By  goddes  corput^  this  goth  fairo  ond 

weel!' 
This  sely  Absolon  herde  every  dool,  3744 
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[t-  3743-^30. 


Aiifl  iiii  liiB  llpjie  lip  ifiUi  for  angior  hyie  j 
And    fJt  bitn-self  tie  jipydo,   'I  ehal  tlioo 
rjiiTt'ter  (560) 

\Vhii  mhlietU  now^  whd  ^mieth  now  IlIb 

W'itU  (lufirt,  with  ifrmti,  mth  straw,  wltli 

Bat  ATjSi)lp*n,  tlirtt  <?i'i1rh  tul  nfte,  *  Allftft  f 
My  soule  Ipitnkp  J  iiii-t^i  SathajiajK,       3750 
But   vae  Tvpr  Jevot  thun   al   thi»  Umn/ 

qucwl  hi*, 
'  fJt'  tills  iies|>yt  iiwrnki;»ii  for  to  Ij*  I 
Alius ! '  quoil    h*^,  ^  lUlns !   I  nw  badde  y- 

His  lioti!  lovtj  WI13  foM  mid  aX  y-qneynt  j 
For  ln>  tJmt  ryjtio  that  ho  htwi  kist«  htr 

OF  iJurHinntim  he  sett*  nnt  a  kcrR,        (570) 
t*or  he  wiiA  hc'le<l  ol'hb  mnhplye  ; 
Ful  lAiii  imnvniours  ho  pan  dofTye^ 
And  ¥.j?ep  fls  i:hj<»th  ji  ehiJd  that  isiy-bote. 
A  fiolle  pims  he  iA*iite  ovu^r  the  strete  5760 
tn-til  a  fiuiith  mtiii  tlei^ed  dfton  Oen'eya, 
TliHt  iin  his  forg**  smlthc^il  phmf^h-hftmei^'S ; 
He  shtirpt^th  abfUEir  nnd  rultor  bmly. 
Til  La  Absnlcn  kn^ikki^tb  al  esUy^ 
And  aoydt*,    '  iinilfJT    f^crveye^   and    that 
uiHin.'  ijfif 


And    cHUgfhtd   tb«    cwJteX   hy   tli«    ooliJo 

Fill  fiDft€  mit  at  thu  dor^  he  gftU  to  ttela^ 
And  ^vpQ  t*  im-tfl  thu  carpenterea  wiU.  (6(h> 
H«   poghoth   first,   and   knokketh    ibtM^ 

with-al 
Upon  the  irindowe,  ri^bt  tm  h^  did*  ©r* 

This  AlLsim  unMweTfiB, '  Who  ia  ther  jj«jo 

That  knokkpth  »o  ?  I  wa^iuite  it  a  thecf/ 

'Why,  nay/  qnwl  be»  ^god  wtiot,  my 

Bwoto  lc*fT 
I  am  thyn  Ahsolont  tny  dereling ! 
Of  gohi/   qnod   het,   'I  hiLVu  the^  brc^t 

a  ritig; 
My  modvT  yaf  it  mo,  set  god  mc  uara,  tt;!^^ 
Fnl  fyn  it  is,  and  ther-to  wed  y-grave ;  (6to) 
Tlufl  wol  I  ycsT*j  thoe,  if  thon  luo  kiase  !' 

This  Xleholas  was  risen  for  tfl  |ii«se, 
Ajid   th4:i£rhtd  ho  wolde  aoienden  al  tba 

Bo  sholde  kiss&  hia  era  er  that  he  ^o&pfv 
And  np  the  windows  di<ie  lie  hastily. 
And  out  hiB  ers  he  pntteth  prively 
Over  the  battok,  to  the  hannche-bom ; 
And    ther-wttli    ipak    tbia    clerk,    tkia 

Ahsolon, 
*  SiK^k,  iweto  hridf  I  soot  nat  wK«r  tliaa 

jirt,'  3fli!5 


T.  38JI-3880.]  A.    Zi<  (Sit«»t'»  (pv9h«^t. 
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Up-on  the  floor ;  and  ther  aswowne  he  lay. 

Up  sterte  hir  Alison,  and  Nicholay, 
And  cryden  *oat*  and  'harrow'  in  the 

Btrete.  (630)  3825 

The  neighebores,  bothe  smale  and  ^eto, 
In  ronnen,  for  to  ganren  on  this  man, 
That  3ret  aswowne  he  lay,  bothe  pale  and 

wan  ; 
For  with  the  fal  he  brosten  hadde  his 

arm; 
But  stonde   he    moete   un-to   his  owne 

harm.  3830 

For  whan  he  spak,  he  was  anon   bore 

donn 
With  hende  Nicholas  and  Alisoun. 
They  tolden    every  man    that   he    was 

wood, 
He  was  agast  so  of '  Now^lis  flood  * 
Thnrgh  fantasjne,  that  of  his  vanitee  3835 
He  hadde  y-boght  him  kneding^tubbes 

three.  (650) 


And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  the  roof  above ; 
And  that  ho  pre3red  hem,  for  goddes  love. 
To  Bitten  in  the  roof,  par  companye,    3839 

The  folk  gan  langhen  at  his  fantasye ; 
In-to  the  roof  they  kyken  and  they  gape, 
And  turned  al  his  harm  nn-to  a  jape. 
For  what  so  that  this  carpenter  answerde. 
It  was  for  noght,  no  man  his  reson  herde ; 
With  othes  grete  he  was  so  sworn  adoon. 
That  he  was  holden  wood  in  al  the  tonn  ; 
For  every  clerk  anon-right  heeld  with 

other.  (661)  3847 

They  seyde,  *the  man  is  wood,  my  leve 

brother ;  * 
And  every  wight  gan  langhen  of  this  stryf. 
Thas  BW3rved  was  the  carpenteres  wyf, 
For  al  his  kepin^  and  his  jalon^sre ;    3851 
And  Absolon  hath  kist  hir  nether  ye ; 
And  Nicholas  is  scalded  in  the  tonte. 
This  tale  is  doon,  and  god  mvo  al  the 

route!  (668)3854 


Here  endeth  the  Blillere  his  tale 


THE   REEVE'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Reves  tale. 


Wham  folk  had  langhen  at  this  nyce  cas     I 
Of  Absolon  and  hende  Nicholas,  3856  , 

Diverse  folk  diversely  they  seydo  ; 
Bat,  for  the  more  part,  they  longhe  and 

pleyde, 
Se  at  this  tale  I  sangh  no  man  him  grevc, 
But  it  were  only  Osewold  the  Reve,    3860 
By-canae  he  was  of  carpenteres  craft. 
A  litel  ire  is  in  his  herte  y-laft, 
He  0an  to  gmcche  and  blamed  it  a  lyte. 
*So  theelk,'  quod  he,  'ful  wel  conde 

I  yow  qnyte  (i<>) 

With  blaring  of  a  proud  milleres  ye,  3865 
If  that  me  listo  speke  of  ribaudye. 
Bat  ik  am  old,  me  list  not  pley  for  age ; 
Gms-tyme  is  doon,  my  fodder  is  now 

forage, 


This  whj'te  top  wrytoth  myno  olde  yeres, 
Myn  herte  is  al-so  mowled  as  myne  heres, 
Bnt-if  I  fare  as  dooth  an  open-ers  ;  3871 
That  ilko  fruit  is  ever  leng  the  wers. 
Til  it  be  roten  in  mullok  or  in  stree. 
We  olde  men,  I  drede,  so  fare  wo ;  (x)) 
Til  we  bo  roten,  can  we  nat  be  rype ;  3875 
We  hoppen  ay,  whyl  that  the  world  wol 

pype. 
For  in  oure  wil  ther  stiketh  ever  a  nayl, 
To  have  an  hoor  heed  and  a  greno  tayl, 
As  hath  a  leek ;  for  thogh  our  might  be 

goon. 
Our  wil  desireth  folic  ever  in  oon.       3880 
For  whan  we  may  nat  doon,  than  wol  we 

si>eke; 
Yet  in  our  asshen  olde  is  fyr  y-reke. 
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[t,  38«>"39+4' 


Fonrfl  g]f^6v  lion  tps,  whlclie  I  Jiliol 

AvanntinfT,  lyin;:.  nTiff<*r^  ooTpHyw  ;      fjo) 
Thisr'  (VniTU  Rriirktrs  lim^pn  nn-to  e^liJc'^ 
Our  oMo  lemt'fl  mf>^o  "Vtel  Ijcen  nmreld<*^ 
But  wil  ii«>  sLal  uiLt  fiilllcn,  Umt  is  Eootli, 
Anil  yA  ik  liflVfi  ivlwoy  n  colt**fl  tooth,  jflfiS 
As  many  ft  jT^tr  iw  it  is  ]}asgcftl  ln^nne 
SiD  (hnt  my  tniipo  of  lyl'  Ijii^n  to  ronco. 
Far  Riktrly,  wliaii  I  wan  Itort,  nnon     jS^j 
l>ntth  i|mph  fh^i  tap]ie  of  lyf  Rnd  left  it 

And  f'Vnr  slth  luitli  bo  tJn?  tn|»pf  y-ronnc, 
T;l  that,  nlnifist  nl  nnptj-  U  Ujq  fnnno.  (40) 
TLu  E+rr'PTn  of  lyf  imw  dropiii«*th  on  Iho 

Tln^H  Eolj  ton^o  mny  wel  rin.gi>  and  cbunlMJ 
CJf  wT^'^hf  <It;c  sK(^  thxLt  ]^  Hissed  ia  fnl  yore  j 
With  rddfi  iiAU,  Rjivd  dotfigir^,  ia  tiHtnOttj/ 
Whfin  that  tmr  hos^t  Imddc  herd  thia 
Borniouiiig^ 
Up  gsm  to  Rpel^o  lis  lordly  lu  m  king;  ^n^oo 


H«  fe&ido,  ^  what  nmrnuLtcth  i^  Ihii  irit  f 
Whftt  shnl  we  upeke  nlday  of  holy  writ  ? 
The  devel  miLde  a  reve  for  to  prcche^, 
And  cif  n.  Bouler  a  Elitpmon  or  nt  lec1x«t.  fj?oJ 
Sey  forth  thy  tale^  fl^nd  tarie  nai  the  tymt*, 
Jv«,  Depeford !  mid  it  is  lialf-wny  prytnp. 
Lo,  Grouowich,  ther  xxuiny  a  slirGw<»  In 

It  wore  ol  tymo  thy  talo  to  liigixiDCL* 

*  NoTw,  sir^s/  quod  t  JiisOsemrold  the  B^vft, 
*■  I  pmy  yow  nUo  that  ye  nat  yow  gr^Tft, 
Thogh  I  nnawero  tmd  ^^omdcl  set^  hJi 
howve;  ^11 1 

For  lovofiil  ifl  with  form  force  of^<nr\tk 
Tliis  dronki^  trdUtJ-D  hiitli  y-tolii  hm  hetr. 
How  thftt  bigylcd  was  a  cjirpoot^er,  itg%\ 
reravejitiiro  in  Bcona^  for  I  am  non.  39*5 
And^  by  yvmr  love,  I  Ehal  him  qnyt*?  ntitwjf); 
night  in  bin  filierleii  term^  wol  I  $rpQk«i. 
I  pniy  to  gffli  his  nokkt^  Tuote  brckt^ 
He  can  wol  10  Tnyn  yB  seen  n  stalkft^  [5*119 
But  in  Lis  owne  ho  oaii  nat  a«on  a  bolkti^ 


»•  3W5-4028.] 
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For  Simkin  wolde  no  wyf,  as  he  sayde, 
Bat  she  were  wel  y-norissed  and  a  mayde, 
To  saven  his  estaat  of  jromanrye.         3949 
And  she  was  proud,  and  pert  as  is  a  pyo. 
A  ful  fair  sigh  to  was  it  on  hem  two ;    (31) 
On  haly-dayes  bifom  hir  wolde  he  go 
With  his  tipet  bounden  about  his  hcod, 
And  she  cam  after  in  a  gsrte  of  reed ; 
And  Simkin  hadde  hosen  of  the  same. 
Ther  dorsto   no  wight   clepon    hir  but 

*  dame/  3956 

Was  noon  so  hardy  that  wente  by  the 

weyo 
That  with  hir  dorste  rage  or  ones  pleye, 
Dat-if  he  wolde  be  slayn  of  Simkin    3959 
With  panade,  or  with  knyf,  or  bojrdokin. 
For  jalous  folk  ben  perilous  evermo,    (41) 
Algate  they  wolde  hir  wyves  wenden  so. 
And  oek,  for  she  was  somdel  smotcrlich, 
She  was  as  digne  as  water  in  a  dich  ; 
-\nd  ful  of  hoker  and  of  bisemare.       3965 
Hir  thoughte    that   a    lady  sholde    hir 

spore, 
What  for  hir  kiuredo  and  hir  nortelryo 
Tliat  she  had  Icrned  in  the  nonnerye. 

A  doghter  hoddo  thry  bitwixo  hem  two 
t>t'  twenty  ycer,  with-ontcn  any  mo,   3970 
Suvinge  a  chil<l  that  was  of  half-yocr  ago  ; 
In  cradel  it  lay  and  was  a  propro  page. 
Tliia  wcnche  thikko  and   wcl  y-growen 

wa«7  (53) 

With  camuse  noso  and  yCn  croye  as  glas  ; 
With  buttokefl  brodo  and  brestcs  rounde 

and  bye,  3975 

Cut  right  fair  was  hir  hcor,  I  wol  nat  lye. 
The  person  of  the  toun,  for  rho  was  feir, 
In  purpos  was  to  makcn  hir  his  heir 
Bothe  of  his  catol  ond  his  messuage,  3979 
And  straunge  he  made  it  of  hir  mariage. 
His  purpos  was  for  to  bistowe  hir  bye  (61) 
In-to  som  worthy  blood  of  auncctryo  ; 
For  holy  chirches  good  moot  been   dc- 

sjicndcd 
f  >n  holy  chirches  blood,  tliat  is  descended. 
Tberforo  ho  wolde  his  holy  blood  honoure, 
Though  that  he  holy  chirche  sholde  do- 

Toupc.  3986 

Oretsoken  hath  this  miller,  outof  doute, 

Wit  h  whete  and  malt  of  al  t  ho  land  abonto ; 

And  namclicho  ther  was  a  greet  coUeggc, 

Menclepenthe  Soler-halle  atCantebregge, 


Ther  was  hir  whete  and  e«k  hir  malt 

y-grounde.  (71)  3991 

And  on  a  day  it  happed,  in  a  stoundc, 
Sik  lay  the  maunciplo  on  a  maladye ; 
Men  wenden  wisly  that  he  sholde  dye. 
For  which  this  miller  stal  bothe  mele  and 

corn  3995 

An  hundred  tyme  more  than  bifom  ; 
For  ther- bifom  he  stol  but  cnrteisly. 
But  now  he  was  a  theef  outrageously, 
For  which  the  wardeyn  chidde  and  made 

fare.  (79) 

But  ther-of  setto  the  miller  nat  a  tare ;  4000 
He  craketh  boost,  and  swoor  it  was  nat  so. 
Than  were  ther  yongepovreclerkes  two, 
That  dwelten  in  this  hallo,  of  which  I  seyc. 
Testif  they  were,  and  lusty  for  to  pleye, 
And,  only  for  hir  mirtho  and  rcvelrj'c, 
Up-on  the  wardeyn  bisily  they  crye,  4006 
To  yove  hem  love  but  a  litel  stonndo 
To  goon  to  mille  and  seen  hir  com  y- 

grounde ; 
And  hardily,  they  dorsto  leye  hir  nekko, 
The  miller  shold  nat  stele  hem  half  a 

pekke  (90)  4010 

Of  com  by  sleighte,  no  by  force  hem  revo ; 
And  at  the  loste  the  wardeyn  yaf  hem  leve. 
John  bight  that  oon,  and  Alcyu  bight 

that  other ; 
Of  o  toun  were  they  bom,   that  high  to 

Strother,  4014 

Fer  in  the  north,  I  can  nat  telle  where. 

This  Aleyn  makcth  roily  al  his  gore. 
And  on  an  hors  tho  sak  ho  casto  anon. 
Forth  goth  Alcyn  tho  clerk,  an<l  also  John, 
With  gootl  sword  and  with  bokeler  by  hir 

sj'de.  (99)  4019 

John  knew  the  wcy,  hem  nedcdo  no  gyde. 
And  at  tho  mille  tho  sak  adoun  ho  layth. 
Alcyn  spak  first,  *  al  hayl,  Symond,  y-fayth ; 
How  fares  thy  faire  doghter  and  thy  wyT?' 
'  Aleyn !  welcome,'  quod  Simkin, '  by  my 

lyf, 

And  John  also,  how  now,  what  do  ye  heer  ? ' 
'Sjrmond,'  quod  John,   'by  god,  ne<l« 

has  na  peer ;  40^ 

Him  l)o{^s  ser\'o    him-selvu  that  has  na 

swnyn, 
Or  cllcs  he  is  a  fool,  as  clerkos  sayn. 
Our  manciple,  I  hoi)e  ho  wil  bo  deed,  402^) 
Swa  werkes  ay  tho  wangea  in  his  heed. 


470 


A.    Z^t  gPlepee  ^af«. 


4039-4104, 


Afjid  forthy  ii  I  r^^nnc,  and  eek  AlByii^  (111) 
Tt.t  grim U^  our  curii  ftnd  cnrio  it  hnJm  iigajrn; 
I    i^rny  j'uw   spe<lt3   i«    hot  ben   that  je 

^  It  R]jal  1j«  ilofin,'  qiiiHl  Siinlui^  '  t^  my 

fay ;  40^ 

Whnt  wol  yo  Jmui  isliyl  tliHt  it  is  in  liAadof  ^ 

'  By  i^A,  right  Ijy  thp  hoper  vil  I  aUmdo/ 

QntKl  Jet] in,  'nnd  eo  huw  that  the  cojTl 

gas  in  ; 
Vot  Kin^h  I  never,  ly  my  fader  kin^  4038 
l^ifw  thEit  the  hMjvr  wajctges  tij  and  frlL' 

Aleyn  jinswenio, '  J^thn,and  iviltowsil^ 
Tha.ti  wil  I  he  bynrtiii',  hy  iny  croun,  (1  Ji) 
And  H(j  bow  thftt  the  meie  tiiUos  dmm 
In -to  tilts  tniuijh  \  thut  Mid  b>o  my  disport. 
For  Jtdiu,  iu  ihith,  I  may  h^&n  of  your 

sort ; 
I  13  as  ille  n  millt^r  rj  ari?  ye.'  404s 

This  miller  fiuiyleil  <if  iiir  tiycetee, 
And  tlKighte,  ^al  this  nia  doon  bnt  for  a 

wyle  ; 
Tlicy  wene  that  nn  man  mayhem  higyla ; 
ttntf  liy  iny  tiirilt,  yet  shal  I  tdere  hir  yft 
Fiir  xd  tlic  filn^iffhtc  in  iur  pbildfiojihye,  4j(\i;o 
The  mrjre  qiit«j~nt-t'  crekos  that  th^y  mukfl^ 
The  iiuire  vro]  I  ntirtlo  vrUan  1  t^ke.  (132) 
III   st*:"tle  of  flunr,  j^et  woL  I  yeve  hem 

liren. 


Til  that  hir  com  was  i&ire  ajid  kitsJ  y- 

gMJtuidc. 
And   whan  the  mde  £i  ukked  snd  |v 

hoiLDde,  (fipn)  41170 

Thb  dpbngoth  r>nt  ajid  f^nt  his  hors  awiti^^ 
And  gftn  to  ciyo  ^  harrow  '  and  '^  weyUvny ! 
Our  hom  is  lorn  1  Alayn,  for  goddes  buitt, 
St*p  on  thy  tb«t,  com  gut,  nmn^  nl  at  aoctt  { 
AlJad^  our  witrcU^yn  has  3iifl  palfrey  h/m** 
ThiB  AJeyn  al  foi^t^  hoth^  mole  wid  00  m, 
Al  woB  out  of  hill  mynde  hb  bonsbondfye, 
'■  What  ?  wliilk  ^&y  is  he  geen  ? '  he  gan 

to  tiye. 
The  wyf  cam  leping  iowiud  with  a  rtm, 
She  ^yd^  '  alhis !  y^our  hoT«  gtith  to  thft 

fen  (160]  40$t> 

With  wildo  mares,  a«  fasto  as  ho  may  gCK 
Unthank   cume  cm  hi^  h&Qd  that  babd 

him  tK3f 
And  he  that  bcttr-o  ^holdfi  hmo.  knit  the 

reyne/ 
^Alhls,'  iinotl  Johnt  'Aleyn^  for  CrifftM 

peyne, 
XiBy  daun  thy  AWexd .  and  I  wil  myn  fdswA^ 
I  i§  fal  wight^  g(>d  ^  j,iat«  ad  is  a  raa ;  41186 
By  goddes  horto  he  eal  nat  «Qa|H]  tis  bathft. 
Why  nadst-ow  pit  tbo  captil  in  thja  lathe  I 
Il-hayl,  liy  g<>ili  Aloyn,  tlirm  is  a  fotiis^!' 
Tliifi  Sfly  (.'lorkcft  htin  ful  fiifit*  y-nimitj 
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Weiy  and  weet,  ag  beste  is  in  the  reyn, 
Comth  sely  John,  and  with  him  comth 

Aleyn. 
*  Alias,'  quod  John,  '  the  day  that  I  was 

bom! 
Now  are  we   drive  til  hething  and  til 

Bcom.  (190)  4110 

Onr  com  is  stole,  men  wil  us  foles  calle. 
Bathe  the  wardeyn  and  onr  felawes  alle. 
And  namely  the  miller ;  weylavray  ! ' 
Thus  pleyncth  John  as  ho  goth  by  the 

wmr 
Toward  the  mille,  and  Bayard  in  his  bond. 
The  miller  sitting  by  the  fyr  he  fond,  41 16 
For  it  was  night,  and  forther  mighto  they 

noght; 
Bat,  for  the  love  of  god,  they  him  bisoght 
Of  herberwe  and  of  ese,  as  for  hir  peny. 

The  miller  seydo  agayn,  *  if  ther  be  eny, 
Swich  as  it  is,  yet  shal  ye  have  jronr  part. 
Hyn  hoQs  is  streit,  but  yc  ban  Icmed  art ; 
Ye  oonne  by  argumentes  make  a  place 
A  myle  brood  of  twenty  foot  of  space.  (204) 
Lat  see  now  if  this  place  may  sufi^'se,  4125 
Or  make  it  roum  with  speche,  as  is  youro 

*  Now,  Symond,'  seydo  John,  '  by  seint 

Cutberd, 
Ay  is  thou  meiy,  and  this  is  faire  answerd. 
I  have  herd  seyd,  man  sal  taa  of  twa 

thinges  4129 

Slyk  as  he  fjmdes,  or  taa  slyk  as  he  bringes. 
But  specially,  I  pray  thee,  hoste  derc,  (211) 
Get  us  som  mcto  and  drinke,  and  make 

us  chere. 
And  we  wil  itayon  trewely  atte  fullo. 
With  empty  hand  men  may  na  haukes 

tuUe; 
Ix>  here  our  silver,  r<»dy  for  to  spcndo.'  4 155 
This  miller  in-to  toun  his  doghter  sende 
For  ale  and  breed,  and  rosted  hem  a  goos. 
And  bond  hir  hors,  it  sholde  nat  gon  loos ; 
And  in  his  owne  chambre  hem  made  a 

bed  (219)  4139 

TVith  shetes  and  with  chalons  faire  y-8pro<l, 
Xoght  from  his  owne  bed  ten  foot  or  t  wolve. 
His  doghter  hadde  a  bed,  al  by  hir-selve. 
Bight  in  the  same  chambre,  by  and  by ; 
It  mighte  be  no  bet,  and  cause  why,  4144 
Ther  was  no  roumer  herberwe  in  t  he  place. 
Tbey  sonpen  and  they  spoke,  hem  to  solace. 


And  drinken  over  strong  ale  atte  beste. 
Aboute  midnight  wente  they  to  reste. 
Wei  hath   this  miller  vemisshed  his 

heed; 
Ful  pale  he  was  for-dronken,  and  nat 

reed.  4150 

He  yexeth,  and  he  speketh  thurgh  the 

nose  (231) 

As  he  were  on  the  quakke,  or  on  the 

pose. 
To  bcdde  he  gooth,  and  with  him  goth 

his  wyf. 
As  any  jay  she  light  was  and  jolyf^ 
So  was  hir  joly  whistle  wel  y-wet.         4 155 
The  cradel  at  hir  beddcs  feet  is  set. 
To  rokken,  and  to  yevetho  child  to  souke. 
And  whan  that  dronken  al  was  in  the 

crouke. 
To  bedde  went  the  doghter  right  anon  ; 
To  bedde  gooth  Aleyn  and  also  John  ;  4160 
Ther  nas  na  more,  hem  ncdede  no  dwale. 
This  miller  hath  so  wisly  bibbed  ale,  (242) 
That  as  an  hors  ho  snorteth  in  his  sleep, 
Xe  of  his  tayl  bihindo  ho  took  no  keep. 
His  W3^  bar  him  a  bnrdon,  a  ful  strong, 
Men  mighto  hir  routing  here  two  furlong ; 
The  wenche  routeth  eok  p<ir  companye. 

Aleyn  the  clerk,  that  herd  this  melodye. 
Ho  poked  John,  and  seyde,  '  slepestow  ? 
Henicstow  ever  slyk  a  sang  er  now  ?  4171) 
Lo,  whilk  a  complino  is  y-mel  hem  alle ! 
A  wilde  fyr  up-on  thair  body^  falle !  (252) 
Wha  herkned  ever  slyk  a  ferly  thing  ? 
Yc,  they  sal  have  the  flour  of  il  ending. 
This  lange  night  ther  tydcs  me  na  reste  ; 
But  yet,  na  fors  ;  al  sal  lie  for  the  beste. 
For  John,'  seyde  he,   'als  ever  moot  I 

thrjrve. 
If  that  I  may,  yon  wonche  wil  I  swj-x't*. 
Som  esement  has  lawe  y-shaiien  us ;   4171) 
For  John,  ther  is  a  lawe  that  says  thus. 
That  gif  a  man  in  a  i>oint  boy-groved,  (261) 
That  in  another  ho  sal  be  releved. 
Our  com  is  stoln,  shortly,  it  is  na  nay. 
And  wo  ban  had  an  il  fit  al  this  day. 
And  sjn  I  sal  have  neon  amendemcnt,  4185 
Agjiyn  my  log  I  wil  have  esement. 
By  goddcs  saule,  it  sal  neen  other  Iw  ! ' 

This  John  answcrde,  'Alayn,  avysethee. 
The  miller  is  a  perilous  man,'  he  seyde, 
*■  And  gif  that  he  out  of  his  sleep  abreyde 
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lie  miirhtfl  dtmn  ua  bittUo  a  vilflinye/  (27^1) 

AJpyn  ftaBwcnle,  '  I  count  Jiim  n&t  a 

flji'G! ; '  4  iga 

And  up  bo  rist^  ami  hy  tlio  wsnclio  lia 

Tliis  W(?iicho  Iftj  iipriglit.  ftnd  fiiete  d^pt*™, 
Til  liGSO  ny  hils,  lt  she  ifLtghtc  ospyc,  4195 
That  it  Imd  liepii  to  lato  fHr  to  crypi 
Ami  shortly  J<tr  t^s.  si'yii,  tUt-y  wcro  at  on  ; 
Xowyiley,  Aleyn  !  fnr  I  wol  ^E>oke  of  John. 
Thin  John  lyth  still 0  A  fiirh>ng-wpy  or 

And  to  hini-st'If  he  niaketh  mnthe  and 
wo:  {2B0)  4300 

■  AlhL3 1 '  rjaoil  he^  '  this  ia  a  wiUced  japo ; 
Xkw  limy  1  st-yn  that  I  in  hut  an  A|>8l 
Vf?t  hius  m^*  ft'livwe  som-what  for  hiE  harm  i 
H{>  has  tht  mHlons  d^i^htur  in  his  ami. 
1T(-  nntitivd  him,  mn\  Inia  his  n(>dos  sped, 
Ainl  I  lyn  ns  a  doif-fri'^k  iu  my  lied  ;      4:106 
And  wht'n  this  Jji|n>  ia  tahl  luir^ther day, 
I  .?iil  l«?s'n  hjiliio  11  ilrtf^  n  cokenay ! 
1  wtl  tiry:*i%  an<l  uuntr-'  it^  hy  ray  fayth  ! 
"  rnhfitd}'  ia  unsely/'  thuii  men  Hayth/ 
And  till  he  roo*{  luid  Biiftrly  ho  went©  {ii)i) 
t.'n-to  ilio  cj^dfll,  and  in  his  himd  it  hentc^ 
A^mI  luinr  it  sotlo  un-t*j  htg  heddes  fe^i, 
Sriinio  n-ftf^r  thii*  Hiti  1%'5't'  hir  rontin^  l&et^ 
111   EKiii  uwaku.  iUid   wonte  ht 


He  pHkeih  hardo  and  dape  aa  he  van 

mnd,  1511) 

This  joty  lyf  han  tliiJie  two  i^lerkefl  lad 
Til  thtvt  the  ihridde  cok  higan  io  Bmge'. 

Ah'yn  wcx  wory  in  thtt  duwefiingc?^  4x^4 
For  he  hiul  B*x>iiken  id  tho  longe  nlg^t; 
And  seyde,  '  for  wpl,  Miilin,  swettt  wl^lit! 
Tho  djiy  iu  cotnc,  I  may  no  lengcr  hyde ; 
Bttt  evermo^  wher  so  I  ^o  *jr  ryde, 
I  b  thyiii  awen  tdefk^  ivrn.  hnve  I  te^l !' 
*  'Sow  dero  Iqeoisild/  quod  ahe,  *gn,  far 

w&el !  { jjo)  4»|(i 

But  er  thou  go,  o  thin|r  I  wol  t|i«e  t«Ul^ 
Whan  that  thou  weud^t  horn  ward   hf 

tho  mello, 
Bight  ut  th<»  outroo  of  thg  dor«  blliindje. 
Thou  Shalt  a  cako  of  half  a  brasshel  find* 
That  was  y-makcd  pf  thyii  owne  meJe, 
Which  that  I  heolp  my  lodcr  for  to  stdk. 
And,  gtHle  knimari,  god  thee  save  and 

kepo  : '  4J47 

And  with  that  word  atnioct  uho  gan  tv 

wepe, 
A!i?3^  Til>-ristj  and  thought*,  *■  pt  tliHt 

it  dawo,, 
t  wol  go  i!n?]j«a  In  by  my  fclawQ;         4^50 
And  fn.md  tho  cradtl  with  hiai  baud  aiton, 
*  By  g(MJ,'  thoghto  he,  '  al  wtttng  T  bav« 
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Who  donte  be  80  bold  to  disparage     (551) 
Ify  doghteFf  that  is  come  of  swicb  linage?  ' 
And  bjr  the  throte-boUe  he  caoghte  Alayn. 
And  he  hente  hyia  deepitonsly  agayn, 
And  on  the  nose  he  smoot  him  with  his 

feat.  42JS 

Boon  ran  the  blodystreemnpon  hisbrest ; 
And  in  the  floors  with  nose  and  month 

to-broke, 
They  walwe  as  doon  two  pigges  in  a  poke. 
And  up  they  goon,  and  donn  agayn  anon, 
Til  that  the  miller  spomed  at  a  stoon,  4280 
And  donn  he  fil  bakward  up-on  his  wyf, 
That  wiste  no-thing  of  this  nyce  stryf ; 
For  she  was  falle  aslepe  a  lyte  wight  (363) 
With  John  the  clerk,  that  waked  hadde 

al  night. 
And  with  the  fal,  out  of  hir  sleep  she 

breyde —  4385 

*Help,    holy  croys  of  Bromeholm,*  she 

seyde, 
*■  In  manus  tuas  !   lord,  to  thee  I  callo  ! 
Awak,  Symond !  the  feend  is  on  us  falle, 
Myn  herte  is  broken,  help,  I  nam   but 

deed; 
There  Ij'th  oon  up  my  wombe   and   up 

myn  heed ;  4290 

Help,  Simkin,  for  the  false  clerkes  fighte.' 

This  John  sterte  up  as  faste  as  ever  he 

mighte,  {i7») 

And  graspcth  by  the  walles  to  and  fro, 
T<»  findo  a  staf ;  and  she  sterte  up  also. 
And  knew  the  ostres  bet  than  dido  this 

John,  4395 

And  by  the  wal  a  staf  she  fond  anon. 


And  saugh  a  litel  shimering  of  a  light. 
For  at  an  hole  in  shoon  the  mone  bright ; 
And  by  that  light  she  saugh  hem  bothe 

two, 
But  sikorly  she  niste  who  was  who,    4300 
But  as  she  saugh  a  whyt  thing  in  hir  y^. 
And  whan  she  gan  the  whyte  thing  espye, 
She  wende  the  clerk  hadde  wered  a  voln- 

peer.  (383) 

And  with  the  staf  she  drongh  ay  neer  and 

neer,  43»\| 

And  wende  ban  hit  this  Aleyn  at  the  fulle, 
And  smoot  the  miller  on  the  pyled  skulle, 
That  doun  he  gooth  and  cryde,  '  harrow ! 

I  dye  I' 
Thise  clerkes  bete  him  weel  and  leto  him 

lye; 
An<l  greythen  hem,  and  toke  hir  hors  anon. 
And  eek  hir  mele,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon.  C^9o)  4310 

And  at  the  mille  yet  they  toke  hir  cake 
Of  half  a  busshel  flour,  ful  wel  y-bake. 
Thus  is  the  proudo  miller  wel  y-bete. 
And  hath  y-lost  the  grinding  of  tiie  whcte, 
And  payed  for  the  soper  every-deel    4315 
Of  Aleyn  and  of  John,  that  bette  ]iim  weel. 
His  yryi  is  swyved,  and  his  doghter  als  ; 
Lo,  swich  it  is  a  miller  to  be  fals ! 
And  therfore  this  proverbe  is  seyd  ful 

sooth,  4319 

'  Him  thar  nat  wene  wel  that  jrvel  dooth  ; 
A  gylour  shal  him-se]f  bigj'lcd  be.'      (401 ) 
And  God,  that  sitteth  heighe  in  magestee, 
Save  nl  this  companye  grete  and  smale  ! 
Thus  have  I  quit  the  miller  in  my  talc. 


Here  is  ended  the  Reves  tale. 
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A.    €^t  Cooft*a  (|)t^fo3ue. 


[t,  43n'^37^ 


THH   COOK^S    PROLOGUE, 


The  prologa  of  the  Cokee  t&le. 


TiiK  CthOt  tif  Li^iitl  ill,  wbyl  the  B«vb  epak^ 
Fi^T  jojp,  liim  tlnniglito^  lie  clawml  him 
on  tho  bftk^  ^3jft 

'  HiV  I  hn  ! '  qnofl  hi\  '  fnr  Cristea  paftiioiu)^ 
Tliis  miller  hnJclc  a  sharp  cdncltuiann 
riMiii  hijj  jiritirtiiJ  14.^11 1  iifherbergage  ! 
Wvl  seyJu  SiiIoiiii>iL  ill  Ills  laDgoge^i      4J30 
'■  Xli    hriiigc  imt  t^vor}^  iimii  in -to  thjii 

Fitr  hi^rborwinii  by  piehta  £■  p^rilotis. 
Wrl  i>g\iUi  XL  riinu  n^-^-SfiJ  for  to  Iw  (g) 

WlioiJi  tlijit  hu  brnprhtL^  iii-tn  hifl  priv^steti. 
I  prtiy  itf  fjjul^  Shi  yuvij  mo  sorwoand  cnrcT 
If  ovpr,  nit h  I  lijii^ii to  Hop^o  of  Wttro,  4,^jfj 
Hc^rilc  I  a  mil  lor  bctttc  y-aet  i^-w^rt* 
Uf*  hndilc  a  jrkyo  ■.!'  uiilUlu  in  tho  derk. 
Jint  fjiwl  ff.ir^it'il^^  tbiit  wpi  fitiniot]  hono  ; 
And  thi?r/iire,  if  yt?  Vin:it'3i<*-ainf  t*  lipro 
A  t«lo  it{  iiir,  thiit  :im  iv  iiovro  in&a^    4341 
I  \vm1  ynvf  toller  fli^  v.'rl  aa  (-vc-t  I  can 
A  1:!*^1  jfii>y  tliut  ill  ill  nir  citoo/ 


How  telle  on,  Roger,  loke  tbj*t  it  bo  goofi ; 
For  many  a  postee  hastow  laten  bloodf 
And  mnny  a  Jnkko  of  Dover  lmftU>w  sold 
That  hath  bwn  twyiwhoot  imd  tw^'escoid 
Of  many  a  pilgrim  bastow  Criates  curtt 
For  of  thy  persly  >T^t  they  fiin?  tlifl  wqts. 
'fhftt  th<?y  hail  oten  with  thy  stubboI-gOTS; 
For  in  thy  shoppc  id  mnny  f\  flyo  loo*.  faSj 
Xow  telle  i>n,  g«*ntil  bo|^cr,  by  thy  luinuv 
But  y^t  t  pray  tbe<^,  be  nnt  wrooth  forgam«i 
A  mun  mdy  seyo  ful  Booth  m  giuno  ajwl 

*  Thon  Sfliitt  fsil  Hooth,*  quod  Roger,  *by 

my  fey^ 
But  ''sooth  liley,  qnaad pley/'  iul tbo  FIem> 

ing  aeith  j  (xij 

And  thcr-foni,  Heiry  BoiUyf  by  thy  f^iih^ 
B*.  thoa  nat  wrooth,  or  we  depuxten  l*eer» 
Tliongh  that  my  tiilu  Ijo  of  an  hofttlloor. 
Bnt  ii!Uhi>lc*-^  I  wol  ntii  telle  it  yit^      4j6i 
But  or  wo  ]iartt\  ^ -wi?),  th<m  slmlt  bo  qoitk' 
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Til  that  he  hadde  al  the  sighte  y-seyn, 
Aud  daanced  wel,   ho  vroldc  nat  come 

agejn.  4380 

Aud  gadered  him  a  meinoo  of  his  sort 
To  hoppo  and  singe,  and  maken  swich 

disport. 
And  ther  they  setten  steven  for  to  mote 
To  pleyen  at  the  dys  in  swich  a  strete.  (ao) 
For  in  the  tonne  nas  ther  no  prentys,  4385 
Tliat  fairer  coude  caste  a  paire  of  dys 
Than  Perkin  condc,  and  ther-to  he  was  free 
Of  his  dispense,  in  pUico  of  privetee. 
Tliat  fond  his  maister  wcl  in  his  chaffare ; 
For  often  tyme  he  fond  his  hox  fol  bare. 
For  sikcrly  a  prentis  rovelour,  4391 

That  hannteth  dys,  ric  t,  or  paramour, 
11*3  maister  shal  it  in  his  shoppe  abyo, 
Al  have  he  no  part  of  the  minstralcye ;  (30) 
For  tholto  an<l  ri«.t,  tliey  l)cn  convertible, 
Al  conne  ho  pleyo  on  gitemo  or  ribible. 
Revel  and  trout  ho,  as  in  a  low  degree, 
They  been  ful  wrotho  ul  daj',  as  men  may 

SCO. 

This  joly  prcutis  with  his  maister  bood, 
Til  he  werony<»utof  hIaprentishiXKl,  44oi> 
Al  were  he  snibbed  Ix'tho  crly  and  late. 
And  s'^imt^'mo  lad  with  revel  to  Newgate ; 
I^ut  atto  lasto  his  maister  him  bithoghte. 


Up-on  a  day,  whan  he  his  i>aper  soghte,  (40) 
I  Of  a  proverbe  that  seith  this  same  word, 
*  Wei  bet  is  roten  appel  out  of  hord    44(/> 
Than  that  it  rotio  al  tho  remenaunt.' 
So  farcth  it  by  a  riotous  scrvaunt ; 
It  is  wel  lasjo  harm  to  Icto  him  ]>aco, 
Than  he  shendo  alio  tho  servants  in  tho 

place.  4410 

Therforo  his  maister  yaf  him  acquitance, 
And  bad  him  go  with  sorwo  and  with 

meschance  ; 
And    thus    this   joly  prentis  hadde   his 

love. 
Now  lat  him  rioto  ol  the  night  or  love.  (50) 
And  for  ther  is  no  theef  with-outo  a 

louke,  4415 

That  holpeth  him  to  wosten  and  to  souko 
Of  that  ho  brybo  con  or  borwe  may, 
Anon  he  sente  his  bed  and  his  array 
Un-to  a  compeer  of  his  owno  sort. 
That  lovededys  and  revel  and  disport,  4420 
And  hadde  a  wyf  that  heeld  for  c(»unt- 

onance  (57) 

A  shoppe,  and  swyved  for  hir  sustenanco. 


Of  this  Cokes  tale  maked  Chancer 
na  more. 


GROUP  B. 

INTRODUCTION   TO  THE   MAN   OF 
LAWS   PROLOGUE. 


The  wordes  of  the  Hoost  to  the  company e. 


OuB  Hoste  sey  wel  that  tho  brighte  sonne 
Th'ark  of  his  artiAcinl  day  had  ronne 
The  foorthe  part,  and  half  an  honre,  and 

more; 
And  though  he  were  not  dojie  exitort  iu 

lore, 
H«  wisto  it  was  the  eightetethe  daj'         5 
Cf  April,  thai  is  messager  to  May ; 


And  sey  wel  that  tho  shadwo  of  everj'  troo 
Was  OS  in  lengtho  tho  same  qnantitco 
That  was  tho  Ixxly  erect  that  caused  it. 
And  thcrfor  by  tho  shadwo  ho  took  his  wit 
That  Phebus,  which  that  shoon  so  cloro 

and  brighte,  1 1 

Degrees  was  fy^-e  and  fourty  clombo  on 

highte ; 
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Ari'l  for  that  day,  lu  in  that  IfktEtndo, 
Tt  vrim  t<jii  of  tlie  t  Lokko,  Uta  gan  donaliLdt], 
And  6*:^]  ey  n  I5"  h  e  [>Hgh  t  ('  h  in  lion  sbcmte, 
'  Ijonliiigt's/fluoiL  ho,  'I  wume  yow,,  a1 

this  rtjtito,  16 

The  foiirtLe  ]i«rty  e if  this  day  b  goau  ; 
Xu.w,  for  tlie  litio  nf  gotl  and  of  jioint 

John, 
T^'^SGtli  nn  tyino,  iis  feiforth  fui  je  may  ; 
Ijjrri  LDg¥fi,  the  tyriie  wiifteth  iii^ht  and 

djiy,  *i 

Aiidstcleth  fromns,  what  jirivelysleptn^, 
And  what    tkiirig]i    Tic^eligpne^    in    crnr 

As  di*<trh  the  streem^  that  tnmeth  ncrer 

Wflrfin  K*:'iK^k,ftiid  [lumy  iLphiloflophjwJ5 
Jhwftileii  tyme,  iintro  tJum  gold  in  00^. 
'■  Fi^r  Ufs  fbf  tfitpl  nvfty  men vb  red  be, 
Hut  litfl  nf  tymo  fihondpth  u*,"  qtiod  he. 
It  Will  lint  rnnu*  ngajti,  with-onten  dredfl, 
Xii»  more  thftii  W(t1  MalkLna  maydenhedB^ 
\Vh(*iiphn  hflth  hiRt  it  in  hir  wnntowneMe; 
T^it,  \iA  nul"  lannlffn  thim  In  ydoliifsa&     51 
Sir  xnftn   (pf  1ft wp/  cjuod   hi?,   'sr*  hnvo  ye 

hlEa, 
Ti'l  Tis  fl  tiih''  nnnn,  as  Innvanl  Is  ; 


111  hiE  Epiflollefl,  that  heen  ful  olde.      5$ 
What  fihfildo  I  tetleiL  hem,  «m  tii^  \)en 

tolde  P 
I  El  yoTithe  he  made  nf  C^J^  and  Alcion. 
And  aithen  hnth  he  epftka  of  ev^rtcboii, 
Thisfl  nohle  wyves  and  thiee  lovefQ«  »k^ 
Wbr>-flo  that  wol  hia  laii^  vtdtitn^  nekvCfi 
Cleped  the  Scintca  I^c^nd^  of  Cupyilcs 
Thr^r  may  ha  s^Qa  the  lorg^  woimde»  wj^e 
Of  Lapressc,  and  of  Bittiilati  Tbbw^ ; 
Thtf  award  of  I^idrj  for  the  falae  "Bnm  ; 
Thv  tP&e  "f  FhillLiB  for  hir  D^jnophon  ;  W 
The  ph^iiite  of  Dianire  and  Hermioa, 
Of  Adriane  and  nf  Iidphilee ; 
The  lia»yne  yle  stondinji  in  th^  sae  ; 
The  dreynte  Lennder  for  his  Km ; 
The  teiT*  of  Eleyne,  and  eek  the  mm      jo 
Of  Brixsoyde,  and  of  thee,  Ijidomi*  ; 
The  rroeltee  itf  tliee,  queen  Medf^ 
Thy  litel  children  bandog  by  the  hak 
¥itT  thy  Jaonn,  th»t  waa  of  love  ao  fsda! 
O  YpermirtrftT  Ponolopee,  AJeeat«,  y$ 

Your  wyHicid  he (M>mendeth  with  the hf^t¥l 

But  cprteinJy  no  word  Jie  wrytotJi  h« 
Of  thilki?.  wikk«<>  cnsattiple  of  C»inic^w. 
That  lovede  hir  owtia  brother  siofiill^  ; 
Of  twiclie  cursod  stimf^  I  ley  **  fr^' ;     *" 
Or  olh*s  iif  Tvrtt  ApoU<mitia. 
Hiiw  tlirit  thi^  riirsM  kinjg'  Antiocbns 
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Tu    Asken    help  ihee  sluuneth  in  thyn' 

horte; 
If  thon  noon  aake,  with  node  artow  so 

wounded, 
That    verniy  nede    nnwrapi>eth    al  thy 

woonde  hid ! 
Haufn^ee  thyn  heed,  thon  most  for  indU 

f^nce  1(14 

Or  stele,  or  begge,  or  borwe  thy  desi>ence  ^ 

Thou  blamest  Crist,  and  seyst  ful  bitterly. 
He  misdeparteth  richesse  tcmi>oral ; 
Thy  noigheboar  thou  wytest  sinfully,  (:o) 
Andse>'Bt  thou  hast  to  lyte,  and  he  hath  al. 

•  Parfay,'sei8tow,  'somtyme  ]ie  rekne  slial, 
\%1ian  that  his  tayl  shal  brennen  in  the 

glede,  1 1 1 

For  he  noght  helpeth  needfnllo  in  hir 
nede.' 

Herkne  what    is    the    sentence    of   the 

wyse: — 
'  Bet  is  to  dyPn  than  have  indigence  ; '  1 14 

*  Thy  selve  neighebonr  wol  thee  desp3r8e ; ' 


If  thou  he  povre,  farwel  thy  reverefice  I 
Yet  of  the  wyse  man  tak  this  sentence : — 
*Alle  the  dayes  of  povre  men  ben  wikke ;' 
Be  war  thorfor,  er  thou  come  in  that 
.     prikke !  (ai) 

'If  thou  bo  povre,   thy  brother  hateth 
thee,  120 

And  alio  thy  freendes  fleen  fro  thee,  alas !  * 
O  riche  marchannts,  ful  of  wele  ben  ye, 

0  noble,  o  prudent  folk,  as  in  this  cas ! 
Your  bagges  been  nat  filled  with  ambes  as, 
But  with  gia  cink^  that  renneth  for  your 

chaunce ;  135 

At  Cristemaaso  merie  may  ye  daunce ! 

Ye  seken  lond  and  see  for  your  winningcs. 
As  wyse  folk  ye  knowen  al  th*^^aat    (30) 
Of  regnos ;  ye  ben  fadres  of  tydinges 
And  talcs,  bothe  of  pees  and  of  debat.  lyi 

1  were  right  now  of  tales  desolat, 

Nere  that  a  marchaunt,  goon  is  many  a 

yere, 
Me  taughte  a  tale,  which  that  ye  shal  here. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  MAN   OF  LAWE. 


Here  beginneth  the  Man  of  Lawe  his  Tale. 


Iir  Surrie  whj^ojja,  dwelte  a  companye 
Of  chapmen  fSche^  and  therto  sadde  and 

trewe,  135 

That  wyde-wher  sonten  her  spycerye, 
ClcAhes  of  gold,  and  satins'richo  of  hewe ; 
H^chaffar  was  so  thrifly  and  so  newe,  (40) 
That  eTsry  wight  hath  deyntee  to  chaifare 
With  hen^  and  eek  to  sellen  hem  hir 

ware.  *^     140 

Now  liel  it,  that  the  maistres  of  that  sort 
Han  shapen  hem  to  Bome  for  to  wende  ; 
Were  it  for  chapmanhode  or  for  disport, 
Xon  other   meenge  wolde    they  thider 


But  comen  hem-self  to  Rome,  this  is  the 
endo ;  145 

And  in  swich  place,  as  thoughte  hem 
avantage 

For  her  entente,  they  take  her  herbergagc. 

Sojourned  han  thise  marchants  in  that 
toun  (5t); 

A  certein  tyme,  as  fel  to  hir  plesance. 
And  so  bifel,  tliat  th'excellent  renoun  150 
Of  th'omperoures  doghter,  dame  Cnstance, 
Reported  was,  with  every  circumstance, 
Un-to  thise  Surrien  marchants  in  swich 

wyse. 
Fro  day  to  day,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 
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TJiis  -was    tlm    commn&is  T^>i»  of  oveiy 
man —  155 

'  Ottr  EmiKTonr  ni"  Homo,  god  him  mm, 
A  kh'irhtcr  Imi  h  tlmt,  hjti  tlie  worM  bigan, 
To  roll  ne  na  wnI  liir  p^Mn-Jriesfto  as  bcantcie^ 
Nas  novor  s^virh  i:irn:>tln'r  iw  m  she  ;  (61) 
I  prt'.v  to  ff  I'l  ii^  Iinnoiir  lur  snstenp,  160 
And  w»ldd  Elm  were   nf  al   Europe  the 

Tn  Lir  is  lu'tph  '^1oauteo,  with -flute  prydCj, 
Vo^  till?,  wit^Miute  RTPUftHKle  or  folye ; 
To  nlle  Lir  wcrkes  vcrtu  is  hir  gyde, 
HsitublessD  liath  aluiTi  in  liir  al  tiraimje. 
Sh^  is  inlmur  of  [lUo  curteisyB ;  (6S)  166 
Hit  Lrrte  \s  vi^rmy  ehnmbre  of  holiuQas«if 
Hir  hmirl^  miniatrp  of frotiflm  fbr  almeAac.' 

And  nl  tliU  t-oifl  wii?j  path,  n«  gndis  titswe^ 
it  lit  II*  I  w  to  jinrpo^  lilt  us  tum^ttgnyn;  ijo 
Tlitso  mnmhiiutis  liaii  dtioti  fiuoghi  hir 

shipjK^a  ihj^i\<\ 
Anl,  vfhiLu  tlity  licvii  this  hlisfol  iRft;^en 

Eoyu, 
IffXim  to  Surrj-O  bpf^n  they  went  ful  fayn. 
And  ilrniin  her  nodins  iw;  th*i?y  haxL  don  jore^ 
And  livf?n  in  wc4e;  I  i?nn  eej  yow  noxnoro. 


Xow  R'l  it^  thiit  tliisp  uiitiv^liantji  fft^fde  in 


Witli  pt^^ri^e,  whan  that  t»ehiAbirtli<*loc4, 
That  he  for  Im-e  kL  ol  d  0  hnn  h  la  dc«th.  tdki! 
For  in  the  eterres,  cler&r  tbim  i«  gias, 
Is  writen,  pHl  vrot^  wh<H»ocoude  it  rede,  t^ 
Tlio  <:leeth  of  every  nmOi  withaat^di  drBd«^ 

In  Bt^rres,  rnnny  a  wint«r  tbar-bifbrnt 
Wrb  writen  the  deeth  of  EctoT,  Acliillei, 
Of  PompeyT  Julius,  er  tb#y  were  bom  ?  f  mi) 
Thi*  etryf  of  Thel»« ;  nnd  of  EtcuIm,  joo 
Of  Sampscin,  Tumus,  and  of  Socrates 
The  deeth ;  but  menncs  witte*  been  to 

dnlle, 
Thftt  no  wight  <^an  wel  roirlo  it  ntto  Adl^ 

Tbia  Howdnn  for  bU  privee  conmO  Mnlc^ 
And,  shortly  of  tills  miiUr  for  to  paccL  jos 
He  htitb  to  hem  declared  liiji  ccntfTtte, 
And  seyde  liem  eert«ln,  *  bat  bg  mt^ito 

To  lioJi  Ciutanee  wlih-inno  iillt#l  c^woo^ 
He  nm  but  d^Nl  f  and  chaig^d  li^m,  in 

hye, 
To  sll&pdn  for  bii  lyf  iom  r^medy^u      ^1*1 

Diverse  men  diverse  tbing^s  seydaii ; 
They  ori^umpnten^  casten  up  and  donn 
Vuny  Hi  snbtil  rcsniin  forth  they  leydcai^ 
They  ^iK-kcn  oi'  itux^ik  and  nUuisiouii  \ 
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What  nodeth  enrctter  clilatocionn  ? 

I  Boyo,  by  trotis  and  ombosBodryCf 

And  by  tbo  popes  mediaciotuif 

And  al  tho  chirche,  and  al  the  chivalr^'o, 

That,  in  destmccionn  of  Maumctrj'c,  3  ,6 

And  in  oncrees  of  Cristos  biwo  dere, 

They  ben  aconlcd,  so  as  ye  shal  here  ;  (140) 

How  that  tho  sowdan  and  his  barono^ 
And  alle  his  lif^csHhiUdo  y-oristnwl  l>o,  240 
And  ho  shal  ban  Cnstanco  in  mariajjo, 
An«l  certoin  p:<>ld,  I  noot  what  quantltoc, 
And  hor-to  foundcn  snffisant  senrtoo ; 
Tliis  same  aoord  was  sworn  on  oytbcr  sydo ; 
Xow,  f.iirc  Custancc,  almighty  (j<hI  tboo 
e>'de !  -245 

Xow  woldo  s<->m  men  waiton,  as  I  (?esso, 
That  I  Kbuldo  tollcn  al  tho  pnrvoj'ance 
That  tli'emi»crour,  of  his  •▼rt'te  noblesse, 
Hath  sbapon  for  his  dogbtor  dame  Cus- 

tanco.  (151) 

Wei  may  men  knowo  that  so  grct  <  rdin- 

ance  350 

May  nr*  man  tollcn  in  a  litel  clause 
As  was  arrayed  for  so  heigh  a  canss. 

Bisohopos   ben    shapcn   with  hir  for  to 

wende, 
I»rdcs,  ladyos,  knigbtos  of  renotin, 
And  other  folk  j'-nowe,  this  is  tho  ende ; 
And  notifyc*!  is  tlmrgh-oiit  the  tonn     256 
That  eveo*  wight,  with  grot  devocioun, 
Shaldo  preyen  Crist  that  he  this  manage 
Receyrc  in  gree,  and  spede  this  viage.  (161) 

The  day  is  comen  of  hir  dopartinge,     260 
I  9(7,  the  wofol  day  fatal  is  come, 
That  ther  may  be  no  longer  tarj'inge, 
Bat  forthword  they  hem  drossen,  alio  and 

some; 
Costancc,  that  was  with  sorwc  al  over- 
come, 264 
Fal  pale  arist,  and  dressoth  hir  to  wonde  ; 
For  wel  she  seeth  ther  is  non  other  ende. 

Alios !  what  wonder  is  it  though  she  wepto. 
That  shal  be  sent  to  strange  naci«>nn(i;t); 
Fro  froendes,  that  so  tendrely  hir  kepte, 
Andtobobonndennndersahioccioan  270 
Of  oon,  she  knoweth  not  his  oondicioun. 


Honsbondcs  l>oen  alle  go<le,  and  ban  ben 

yore. 
That  knowen  wy  vos,  I  dar  say  yow  no  more. 

'  Fader,*  she  Siiydo,  '  thy  wrecched  child 

Custanee, 
Thy  yonge  doghter,  fostred  np  so  sol'te,  275 
An<l  ye,  my  mo<lor,  my  sov«rajTi  plesonce 
Over  alio  thing,  ont  taken  Crist  <m-lofto, 
Custanee,  your  child,  hir  rocomondeth 

ofto  (180) 

Un-to  your  grace,  for  I  shal  to  Surrj-f-, 
Ne  ehid  I  never  seen  yow  moro  with  yC.  28t) 

Alias  !  un-to  tlio  Barbro  nacioun 
I  moste  anon,  sin  that  it  is  your  wiUe  ; 
But  Crist,  that  starf  for  our  redcmpcioun, 
So  yeve  mo  grace,  his  hcstes  to  fulfille  ; 
I,  -wToccho   womman,  no  fors  though   I 

cpille.  285 

Wommen    are    lx>rn    to   thraldom    and 

penance, 
And  to  ben  under  mannes  go^-emonco.' 

I  trowo,  at  Troye,  whan  Pirrus  brak  tho 
wal  (190) 

Or  Ylion  brende,  at  Tliel)os  tlie  citee,  280 
>rat  Bi>me,  for  tho  liarm  t burgh  Hanil>al 
That  Roma.vns  hath  >*enquis8bc<l  tymcs 

throe, 
Nas  herd  swich  tendro  wcping  f.>r  pitee 
As  in  the  chambre  was  for  hir  depart  iiige  ; 
Bot  forth  sho  moot,  whor-so  she  wepe  or 
singe. 

O  firste  mooving  cruel  firmament,  295 
With  thy  diurnal  swoigh  that  crowdest  ay 
And  hurlest  al  from  Kst  til  Occident,  (iw* 
That  naturolly  woldc  boMe  an<»tbor  way. 
Thy  crowding  set  tho  boven  in  swich  array 
At  tho  beginning  of  this  iiors  viage,  yn> 
That  cruel  Mars  hath  slayn  this  mariagc. 

Infortunat  ascendent  tortuous. 
Of  which  tho  lonl  is  helplos  falle,  alias  ! 
Out  of  his  angle  in-to  the  derkcst  hous. 
O  Mars,  O  Atazir,  as  in  this  cas  !  3«>5 

O  feblo  mono,  unliajipy  lK>en  thy  pas  ! 
Tlion   knittost    theo  ther  thou  art  nat 

rocoj-vod, 
Ther  thou  wore  wwl,  fro  t bonnes  artow 

wejr^-ed,  (jioi 
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Tinpnidetit  en^jrtiroiir  of  Rome,  nUt%i  I  509 
Wjia  tlier  110  ^ihiloisojiKre  in  lU  thy  toun  ? 
U  BO  tymo  bet  than  athor  in  swich  cos  ? 
Of  vin^e  is  tiitjr  umm  elpiwmni, 
Nfimely  t«  fi>lk  of  hoigli  pon'Uoioan, 
Xnt  wliniv  iL  nito  is  uf  h  birthw  y-knoiff'e  ? 
AlUd  !  we  ben  ty  lewtnl  or  to  alowe.       315 

To  shippo  is  brought  this  woftilfntrei  tnayde 
J^ilempiiply,  witli  every  circamstnnc^. 
*  Now  Jtau  Crist  ba  with  yow  alle,*  sh« 

Ther    nia    namor«    but    'farflwel!    ^tre 
Ciifitftneo  t  *  119 

I?  I  le  pcyii*!t  hhiriomnhogcKNl  conn  t  enancct, 
Am^l  forth  I  lete  hir  Bii^vle  In  thu*  mnnere, 
Aiiil  tunitj  I  -wol  iigwyii  to  my  znatore, 

Tiifl  mmler  of  tlie  sowdan,  voile  of  vyoei, 
Espyl^d  bfith  bir  sun  ok  1*1**  jm  L'nteiitc, 
Hfjw  ho  wol  letfl  Ida  oldfl  eacrifjoes,      535 
Ami  risht  luion  sho  for  lur  coii»eH  aentt}; 
And  they  bon  cfimo,  to  kiiuwe  what  she 

meiitt]* 
Ami  wbdo  Assombletl  wan  thin  fuUk  in-ferc^ 
Sho  tipltts  hir  douii,  and  Aaydo  ajt  ye  flliiU 

here,  (ajj) 


'  Lonlffl,,'  quod,  she,  ^ye  knowen  everichon, 


Which  yo  dUal  hen?ii  that  I  ahal  devys?. 
And  t4i  licm  ftUo  «he  »ptkk  f%ht  m  thk 


*■  Wo  elml  fifst  foyno  tw  crktcndom  to  t&ke, 
Ck>Id  water  ahal  not  greve  us  but  a  1  jtc ; 
And  I  ahtd  awieh  a  fcat«  and  n^wl  io*k«t 
Tliat,  as  I  trowe^  I  shnl  the  BowdAa  qaytA, 
Fur  though  Eia  wyf  bQ  artdttied  lusTvr  io 

wlijie,  ^ 

She  flhal  huYo  neds  to  waAhe  aw«j  tbt 

rwie, 
Thggh  sho  a  faQtH^ful  water  withi  hir  lade^* 

O  fiowdonessv^  roto  uf  ini(itiit4<»f  {3U>) 

Virago^  thou  Semyi-ftm  the  secoonds^ 
O  jJixrpent  under  feml(uJiite«T  l^ 

Lyk  to  tb&  serpent  dep€  in  hdley^boiiDd^ 
O  fejtifid  WDmrnan^  al  thai  may  conioumd* 
Vertci  anil  inniweiiee,  thurgh  tJjy  nulyoe, 
Ii9  bred  m  t^hee^  aa  no^t  of  every  vyt^  i 

O  >SatAH.  enviotm  din  tbilke  day  565 

That  thon  Wore  chafed  from  onr  hiCrHei^ 
Wei  kn4:)we.ffU>w  to  wf muneti  tho  olda  -wtif  I 
llioa  m  adcst  Eva  brings  ns  in  lervagia.  (370) 
Thou  wolt  fordoon  this  cnAtea  mMTim& 
Thyn  infltronipiit  so,  wcylawny  tho  whjit! 
Makc^sitnw  ef  wommon^  whau  thou  volt 
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Arxyred.  ben  this  Cristen  folk  to  londe, 
In  Sturrie,  with  a  greet  aolempne  route, 
And  hastily  this  sowdan  sente  his  sonde, 
First  to  his  moder,  and  al  the  reg:ne 

abonte,  (^91) 

And  seyde,  his  vyf  was  comen,  oat  of 

doate,  390 

And  preyde  hir  for  to  ryde  agayn  the 

qaene. 
The  honoor  of  his  regne  to  snstene. 

Oret  was  the  prees,  and  riche  was  th'array 
Of  Sorriens  and  Romayns  met  y-fere  ; 
The  moder  of  the  sowdan,  riche  and  gay, 
Beceyreth  hir  with  al-so  glad  a  chore  396 
As  any  moder  mighte  hir  doghter  dere, 
And  to  the  nezte  citee  ther  bisyde  (300) 
A  softe  pas  solempnely  they  ryde. 

Koght  txowe  I  the  trinmphe  of  Julias,  400 
Of  which  that  Lucan  maketh  swich  a  bost, 
Was  Toyaller,  ne  more  carious 
Than  was  th^assemblee  of  this  blisfal  host 
Bat  this  soorpioon,  this  wikked  gost, 
The  sowdanesse,  for  al  hir  flateringe,  405 
Caste  under  this  ful  mortally  to  stinge. 

The  sowdan  comth  him-self  sone  after  this 
So  royally,  that  wonder  is  to  telle,  (310) 
And  welcometh  hir  with  alle  joye  and  blis. 
And  thus  in  merthe  and  joye  I  lete  hem 

dwelle.  410 

The  fruyt  of  this  matere  is  that  I  telle. 
Whan  tyme  cam,  men  thoughte  it  for  the 

beste 
That  revel  stinte,  and  men  goon  to  hir 

reste. 

The  t3rme  cam,  this  olde  sowdanesse  414 
Ordeyned  hath  this  feste  of  which  I  tolde. 
And  to  the  feste  Cristen  folk  hem  dresse 
In  general,  ye !  botheyonge  and  olde.  (319) 
Here  may  men  feste  and  royaltee  biholde, 
And  deyntees  mo  than  I  can  yow  devyse, 
But  al  to  dere  they  boughte  it  er  they  ryse. 

Oaodeynwo!  that  ever  art  successour  4^1 
To  worldly  blisse,  spreynd  with  bitter- 

Th*  Slide  of  the  joye  of  our  worldly  labour ; 
Wo  ooeapieth  the  fyn  of  our  gladnesse. 
Hflcke  this  oonseil  for  thy  sikemesse,  425 


Up-on  thy  glade  day  have  in  thy  minde 
The  unwar  wo  or  harm  that  oomth  bi- 
hinde. 

For  shortly  for  to  tellen  at  o  word,    (330) 
The  sowdan  and  the  Cristen  everichone 
Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  at  the  bord,  430 
But  it  were  only  dame  Custanoe  allone. 
This  olde  sowdanesse,  cursed  crone, 
Hath  with  hir  firendes  doon  this  cursed 

dede, 
For  she  hiivself  wolde  al  the  oontree  lede. 

No  ther  was  Surrien  noon  that  was  con- 
verted 435 

That  of  the  conseil  of  the  sowdan  woot, 

That  he  nas  al  to-hewe  er  he  asterted. 

And  Custanoe  han  they  take  anon,  foot- 
hoot,  (340) 

And  in  a  shippe  al  sterelees,  god  woot, 

They  han  hir  set,  and  bidde  hir  leme 
sayle  440 

Out  of  Surrye  agaynward  to  Itayle. 

A  certein  tresor  that  she  thider  ladde, 
And,  sooth  to  sayn,  vitaille  gret  plentee 
They  han  hir  yeven,  and  clothes  eek  she 

hadde. 
And  forth  she  sayleth  in  the  salts  see.  445 
O  my  Custanoe,  ful  of  benignitee, 
O  emperoures  yonge  doghter  dere,      (349) 
He  that  is  lord  of  fortune  be  thy  store ! 

She  blesseth  hir,  and  with  ful  pitous  voys 
Un-to  the  croys  of  Crist  thus  seyde  she, 
'  O  clere,  o  welful  auter,  holy  croys,  451 
Reed  of  the  lambes  blood  full  of  pitee. 
That  wesh  the  world  fro  the  olde  iniquitee. 
Me  fro  the  feend,  and  fro  his  clawes  kei>e, 
That  day  that  I  shal  drenchen  in  the 
depe.  455 

Victorious  tree,  proteccioun  of  trewe. 
That  only  worthy  were  for  to  here      (359) 
The  kingof  heven  with  his  wonndes  newe. 
The  whyte  lamb,  that  hurt  was  with  the 

spere,  459 

Flemer  of  feendes  out  of  him  and  here 
On  which  thy  limes  feithfuUy  extenden, 
Me  keep,  and  yif  me  might  my  lyf  t*amen- 

den.' 
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Tbujgliout  tliG  soe  of  Qreoo  mt^to  thi 

fit  my  to 
Of  Mumik,  rw  it  waa  liir  fiventura  ;       465 
On  tnany  n,  airj*  t»ccl  nowtnay  ihebnyt^ ; 
AlWr  luT  tl*3i»t!i  fill  oft  on  may  e\i&  WRyt«, 
Kr  tbat  llio  wildu  wiiwes  w<il  hif  dry\ie 
Uii*to  ibo  jiUoffi  tlior  ehe  «li«l  MrryvtL  (371) 

Men  miehten  u«lcen  why  she  waa  not 
ilayi]  ?  47» 

Eok  at  tlio  (f'Me  who  mightahirbody  SftV«f 
Ami  I  HTiswi.Ti!  tnj  Thai  denrnundQ  agayn^ 
\Vlir>  Siiv^^d  Jianiel  in  tha  horrible  cav©, 
TliGr  e\yr>'  ivij^ht  iavo  he,  maiHtj^r  ftml 
knfiii',  474 

Waa  whh  tho  Wun  frptp  er  lip  Astarte  ? 
Nm  Wight  liiiit  ginl,  thiit  ho  liar  in  Jiifl  bertfe 

Ufid  IibEo  t<>  shown  his  wonderful  mirftcle 
In   liir,  for  wo  Hholdo  Been  hiff  mighty 

Tnirt,  whit  h  tlmt  i!*  Ut  rv^ry  hann  tTJacle^ 
By  ferti'iii  mpiifa  oitL\nflknr*wcn  clerkM, 
iXith   thinR-  for    tort*? in    osiA<i    thnt  fnl 

rlerk  iff  4S1 

To  miinn(!'R  wit,  tlmt  fur  onr  ignonuio* 
Nt>  ronnG  imt   T^nowo  hia  prudent  pnr- 

vr^'iinco. 


Wher  tnighto  thk  wxMEiunaii  mete  »]rJ 

drinke  bare  ?  f4i»^ 

Thn^d  ywr  «id  iijoro    liow   lASUfth  hir 

vitAiUu  ?  4g(j 

Who  fodcie  the  £glpf:ien  Miu-ic  in  the  Mire, 
Or  in  deflcrtr  no  wight  bat  Cri«i,  wai 

fAill«t 
lYve  thoosuid  folk  it  wiu  lu  gnt  3ii«r- 

vaJlle 
With  loTBH  fJ^'e  and  Assh^s  two  to  fed«, 
GimI  aoAtfi  his  foison  at  hlr  gret^  nc<l& 

She  dFyrath  forth  in-to  oot  oc^^tan      505 
Thnrgh-ont  our  wildo  S€<*j  til^  attc  lasta, 
rnder  ftn  hfild  that  nomjin^^n  I  ne  can, 
For  in  K^irthumherlond  thw  wnw^  hir 

cfljft^,  Urn) 

Aiid  in  tho  s^md  hir  shiji  Rtikod  so  f*fit^ 
That  tbentifsfl  woIiIh  it  no^ht  of  ml  %  ijd^. 
Tho  willo  nf  Crist  ww  tht^t  ^e  shtdJfl 

abyde.  5i  1 

The  constable  of  iTio  (^arf*l  dotm  i»  fana 
To  sfjt'ii  this  wrak,   and  al   tho  ship  Iw 

wghtOj 
And  fond  this  w^^r^"  wotnmAji  fnl  of  oarr ; 
He  fond  also  tho  treaoir  tJiat  fihe  brogbMc 
In  hir  langthRO  morcy  ftbo  bisogliiCo       3itSi 
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Thii  constable  and  dame  Hermengild  his 

Were  payens,  and  that  oontree  every- 
where ; 
But  Hermengild  lovedo  hir  right  as  hir 
lyf»  535 

And  distance  hath  so  longe  sojourned 

there, 
In  orisonSf  with  many  a  bitter  tere, 
Til  Jesu  hath  converted  thnrgh  his  grace 
Dame  Hermengild,  constablesse  of  that 
place.  (441)  539 

In  al  that  lond  no  Criston  dnrste  route, 
Alle  Cristen  folk  ben  fled  ftro  that  contree 
Thurgh    payens,    that    conqueroden    al 

aboute 
The  plages  of  the  North,  by  land  and  see  ; 
To  Walis  fled  the  Cristianitee 
Of  olde  Britons,  dwellinge  in  this  ylo  ;  545 
Ther  was  hir  refut  for  the  mene  whylo. 

But  yet  nere  Criston  Britons  so  exyletl  (449) 
That  ther  nere  somme  that  in  hir  privetee 
Honoured  Crist,  and  hethcn  folk  bigyled  ; 
And  ny  the  castcl  swiche  ther  dwolten 

three.  550 

That  oon  of  hem  was  blind,  and  mighte 

nat  see 
But  it  were  with  thilke  yCn  of  his  minde, 
With  whicho  men  seen,  after  that  they 

ben  blinde. 

Bright  was  the  sonno  as  in  that  someres 

d«y,  554 

For  which  the  constable  and  his  wyf  also 
And  Custance  ban  y-take  the  righto  way 
Toward  the  see,  a  furlong  wey  or  two, 
To  pleyen  and  to  romen  to  and  fro ;  (460) 
And  in  hir  walk  this  blinde  man  they 

mette  559 

Croked  and  old,  with  yCn  faste  y-shette. 

'In  name  of   Crist,*  cryde  this    blinde 

Britonn, 
*I>ame  Hermengild,   yif  mo   my  sighte 

Tlftis  lady  wex  affrayed  of  the  soun, 
T<wt  thai  hir  housbond,   shortly  for  to 

Wolde  hir  for  Jesu  Cristes  lov«  ban  slayn. 


Til  Custance  made  hir  bold,  and  bad  hir 

werche  566 

The  wil  of  Crist,  as  doghter  of  his  chirche. 

The  constable  wex  abasshed  of  that  sight, 
And  seyde, '  what  omounteth  al  this  fare  ? ' 
Custance  answerde,    ^sire,  it  is  Cristes 
might,  (472)  570 

That  heli>eth  folk  out  of  the  feendes  snare.* 
And  so  ferforth  she  gan  our  lay  declare, 
That  she  the  constable,  er  that  it  were  eve. 
Converted,  and  on  Crist  made  him  bileve. 

This  constable  was  no-thing  lord  of  this 
place  (477)  575 

Of  which  I  speke,  ther  he  Custance  fond. 
But  kepte  it  strongly,  many  win  tree  space, 
Under  Alia,  king  of  al  Northumberlond, 
That  was  fnl  wys,  and  worthy  of  his  bond 
Agayn  the  Scottes,  as  men  may  wel  here. 
But  tume  I  wol  agayn  to  my  matere.  581 

Satban,  that  ever  us  waiteth  to  bigyle, 
Saogh  of  Custance  al  hir  pcrfeccioun. 
And  caste  anon  how  he  mighte  quyte  hir 

whyle, 
And  made  a  yong  knight,  that  dwelte  in 

that  tonn,  5^ 

Love  hir  so  bote,  of  foul  affeccioun, 
That  verraily  him  thoughte  he  shuldo 

spille  (489) 

But  he  of  hir  mighte  ones  have  his  willc. 

He  woweth  hir,  but  it  availleth  noght. 
She  wolde  do  no  sinne,  by  no  wcye  ;     590 
And,   for  despyt,   ho  compassed   in  his 

thoght 
To  maken  hir  on  shamful  deth  to  dcye. 
He  wayteth  whan  the  constable  was  awoyo, 
And  prively,  up-on  a  night,  he  crepto  594 
In  Hermengild^  chambro  whyl  she  slepte. 

Wery,  for-waked  in  her  orisouns, 
Hlepeth  Custance,  and  Hermengild  also. 
This  knight,   thvgh   Sathanas  tempta- 

ciouns,  (500) 

Al  softely  is  to  the  be<l  y-go, 
And  kitte  the  thn»te  of  Hermengild  a-two, 
And    leyde    the    blody    knyf   by    dame 

Custance,  6ot 

And  wente  his  wey,  ther  god  yeve  him 

meschance  I 


R  2 


4^4 


B.    Cfte  Zs^k  of  tU  2ft<»n  of  Mawt.    [t,  s<^n-¥^§* 


S^TiQ   titt«r  (KiBitL   li)i«  ecmaiaMe  boom 

Ami  e*lt  AUa,  tbftt  king-wna  of  thai  lotiJ, 
A  rul  stiu^rh  ]i  ia  wyf  fli'i:^j>itouAtjr  y-alAyn^  60^ 
For  whii:h  ful  iiJt^s  he  Vi^p  uid  wrou^blB 

Anil  hi  tbo  bed  the  blody  knyf  he  f<md 
}]y  diiine  Cvtstancb  ;  allad !  what  mi^hte 
Hilts  SL-ye?  (510) 

Ki>r  verray  wo  hir  wit  waa  jil  awcyo. 

To  king  Alin  WHS  t<>ld  a1  thia  mostihAnce, 

\rul  pok  the   Tjino,  and  wbure,  &ud   in 

what  wyse  6n 

Tiiibt  ID  JL  ship  wniitimudQU  dome  Ciut4Uice} 
As  k(>or-bLt<nTi  that  yf  han  herd  devy^e. 
rii©  kiiig(^9  htjrU*  wJ'  pi  tee  ^n  ogryaR^ 
Wlmn  h-'  ftuu^h  Sii  VFi^njj^e  tk  c«!attue6i5 
\iiUe  Lu  iliaesa  nut]  iu  tuisnventure. 

Vnr  ufl  th«  lumh  toward  hi^  doeth  b  l)Tv>^htt 
S-i  atftnt  this  iijnfic<^iit  lufore  the  king ; 
Tluij  iHUt^  kniglit  that  hnth  tbU  treflutui 

wnigbt  (5JJ) 

Ik^rl  1 1   hir  vu  bciuil  that  ih^  hAtb  doon 

Ihiilbiiig.  630 

tBta    imtbokt^a,    tbec    wa«    [falj    greet 

iiMHjruiii^ 
A  lijoii^^  tbj'  i»**[>k%  ami  ftejt^  '  Uiey  can  not. 


Sbe  ■ette  her  dotui  tm  kjb«««^  bHil  tknit 

sb(«  snyvle,  L5|o} 

^  Immurtal  |fod,  that  saredost  SoMAue 
Fro    fftlsft    hbfcniO,    and    tbtm,    morciftd 

mHjrdp,  4^ 

Mary  I  iD«ne,  do^hter  to  fieint  Anne, 
BiiQfo  whfitf  chUd  aiingeles  singu  OKoae, 
If  I  b«  giltlees  of  thiB  t'elonyWi 
My  eocuur  bo,  far  oQqb  1  ah&\  ^ye  i  *      644 

Havn  yo  nat  »eyti  *im  tyme  A  pale  fw% 
Among:  a  precu.  of liim  that  hath  be  Ud 
Toward  hia  deeth,  wher-a«  him  ^  no 

grace. 
And  ewich  a  colour  ifj  bis  face  hittb  bad, 
Men   migbta   know«  hia  face,   that  ww 

bLHtad,  1^511 

Amongi^a  alle  th«  fncve  In  that  rfmt« :  t^ 
Sa  etdJit  CudUnc^,  and  loketb  bir  i 


O  qaenes,  llvinge  in  proKperitee, 
Ducho«8e5,  and  ye  ludlea  evericbone, 
Ha  vet  h  soni  muthe  on  hir  aclTenitee; 
An  frmperuurcs  dogbter  etatit  aUone  ;   6^ 
She  hatli  no  wight  to  whom  to  make  bir 
*    inonflL 
I  O  blood  tojaJ^  thftt  itondedt  In  thi«  dred«(, 
I  Fer  b«n  thy  frccndes  at  thy  grcte  ti«le! 
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Thui  hagtoa  doon,  and  yet  holde  I  my 

pee*.' 
Of  this  mervaille  agast  was  al  the  prees ; 
As  mased  folk  they  stoden  everichone,  (580) 
For  drede  of  wreche,  save  distance  allone. 

Greet  was  the  drede  and  eek  the  repent- 
ance 680 

Of  hem  that  hadden  wrong  snspeccionn 

Upon  this  sely  innocent  Castance ; 

And,  for  this  miracle,  in  conclosioun, 

And  by  Cnstances  mediacionn, 

The  king,  and  many  another  in  that 
place,  —  685 

Converted  was,  thanke<l  be  Cristes  grace ! 

This  false  knight  was  slayn  for  his  nn- 

troathe 
By  jngement  of  Alia  hastifly ;  (590) 

And  3ret  Cnstanco  hadde  of  his  deeth  gret 

routhe. 
And  after  this  Jesns,  of  his  mercy,        6cfn 
Made  Alia  wedden  fnl  solempnely 
This  holy  mayden,  that  is  so  bright  and 

shene, 
And  thus  hath   Crist  y-maad   Cnstanoe 

a  qaene. 

But  who  was  woful,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Of  this  wedding  but  Doncgild,  and  na  mo, 
The  kinges  modcr,  fnl  of  tirannye?  696 
Hir  thooghte  hir  cursed  herte  brast  a-two ; 
She  wolde  noght  hir  sone  had  do  so;  (600} 
Hir  thonghte  a  despit,  that  he  sholde  take 
80  strange  a  creature  nn-to  his  make.  70U 

He  list  nat  of  the  chaf  nor  of  the  stree 
liaken  so  long  a  tale,  as  of  the  com. 
What  sholde  I  tellen  of  the  royaltee 
At  manage,  or  which  cours  gooth  bifom. 
Who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn  ? 
The  froit  of  every  tale  is  for  to  seye  ;    706 
Tbey  ete,  and  drinke,  and  daunce,  and 
tinge,  and  pleye. 

Tliey  goon  to  bedde,  as  it  was  skile  and 

right ;  (610) 

For,  thogh   that  wyves  been    ful    holy 

thinges, 
Tbej  moste  take  in  pacience  at  night  710 
Swich  maner  necessaries  as  been  plesinges 
To  folk  that  han  y-wedded  hem  with 
ringea, 


I  And  leye  a  lyte  hir  holinesse  Hsyde 
'  As  for  the  tyme ;  it  may  no  bet  bityde. 

On  hir  he  gat  a  knave-child  anoon,       715 
And  to  a  bishop  and  his  constable  eke 
He  took  his  wyf  to  kepe,  whan  he  is  goon 
To  Scotland-ward,  his  fo>men  for  to  seke ; 
Now  faire  Custance,  that  is  so  humble 

and  meke,  (621) 

So  longe  is  goon  with  childe,  til  that  stille 
She  halt  hir  chambre,  abyding  Cristes 

wille.  721 

The  tyme  is  come,  a  knave-child  she  ber ; 

Mauricius  at  the  font-stoon  they  him  calle ; 
I  This  constable  dooth  forth  come  a  mes- 
1  sager, 

I  And  wroot  un-to  his  king,  that  clepe<l 
was  Alle,  725 

I  How  that  this  blisfhl  tyding  is  bifaUe, 

And  othere  tydings  speedful  for  to  seye ; 
I  He  tak'th  the  lettre,  and  forth  he  gooth 

I  his  weye.  (650) 

I 

This  messager,  to  doon  his  avantage,    720 
'  I'n-to  the  kinges  moder  rydeth  swytho, 
!  And  salueth  hir  tal  faire  in  his  langage, 
I  '  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  ye  may  be  glad  and 
I  blythe, 

I  And  thanke  god  an  hundred  thousan<l 
^he; 

My  lady  queue  hath  child,  with-outen 
doute,  7u 

To  joye  and  blisse  of  al  this  regne  aboiitn. 

I  Lo,  heer  the  lettres  seled  of  this  thing, 
'  That  I  mot  here  with  al  the  haste  I  may; 

If  ye  wol  aught  un-to  your  sone  the  king, 
'  I  am  your  servant,  bothe  night  and  day.' 
I  Donegild  answerde,  *  as  now  at  this  tyme, 
I  nay ;  (64a)  74«> 

i  But  heer  al  night  I  wol  thou  take  thy 
;  reste, 

Tomorwe  wol  I  seye  thee  what  me  leste.* 

This  messager  drank  sadly  ale  and  wyn. 
And  stolen  were  his  lettres  prively 
Out  of  his  box,  whyl  he  sleep  as  a  swyn  ; 
And  countrofeted  was  Ail  subtilly  740 
Another  lettre,  wroght  ful  sinftilly, 
Un-to  the  king  direct  of  this  matere  (6511) 
,  Fro  his  constable,  as  ye  ahul  after  here. 
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Tlu.^  lottrG  Bpak,  *  the,  qupen  deli vonjd  was 
Ot'&j  horribles  a  ffcmlly  creature,  J51 

Thftt  ill  the  raistt'l  iifKiji  so  liitrdy  wa* 
TLiit  nnj*  ulijlo  Jnrsta  tLer  cmlnre, 
Tbu  rLnxJt'f  wiia  au  Llf,  liy  nventnpe 
Y-(r!i*me,  by  L'lmrHiea  fir  by  ^urcoiye,      75s 
Antl  evL'ry  iwig-ht  batctli  tiir  txunpanye.* 

^^  o   wus   this   kiii^  wlmn   lis  Uua  lettrc 
hinl  neyii,  (fy;9) 

Bwt  to  jift  wighto  lio  toblp  hb  aorwefi  S'>r&j 
Bi-t,  fif  his  owene  hmuit*  he  wroot  aifeyn, 
'  Wiikimia  the  sondf*  of  Crist  for  evormore 
Tn  mo,  that  am  now  Icrneri  in  bis  ltjr&;  761 
JjtjTti,    Tvelcx^me    bg    thy    lust    and    thy 

It^-  hifft  I  iHitte  nl  in  th^Ti  ordinfttipoe  I 

Kopcah  this  t!:liilil,  ttl  be  It  foul  or  fair, 
Mid    ct  k    my    -ivyf,    im-to    mjm    hoom- 

tuiiiinge ;  765 

^^'rist^  whim  him  ii^t^  tnt^y  setido  ma  Hii 

heir  f 

Mnre  nij^rtidi^k  thjiu  tlll«i|uiiy  lyklngB.' 
Tills  iettre  lieseh?th,  pHw^  WL^pinge,  (67UJ 
Which  U>  thu  mL'saiL^i^r  wuu^  take  Bon.«, 
Atid  ftiTtk  ho  ffcM/th  ;  ther  ja  na  ition»  to 

ilcjfjc\  770 


'  t  TTiefiSfif^er,  fnllild  tif  ilroiikenetifie, 


He  slepoih,  and  lie  moretli  in  hm  ^ytaj^ 
Al  nighty  fun-til  thti  sonDti  gsna  aryva. 

Eft  were  hia  1ettn?a  fftulna  «v«riahoii 
And  ctinntnifettj^  l«ttrcB  in  thla  vryst ; 
*■  The  king  comondetli  hia  &itisttthle  anon. 
Up  peynfl  of  hangin^^  and  tm  boi^h  jnjhK. 
That  he  ne  sholde  snjfren  in  no  inysd  7y& 
Oci0tance  in -with  his  regne  ior  t'ubyde 
Tbre  day  pa  and  a  qtmrter  of  a  tyde ;  (pw*) 

Bnl  in  the  same  Bblp  as  ho  Mr  f<md« 
Hir  and  hir  jf'onge  sooe,  and  al  hir  gere» 
Hij  fiholdti  pntte,  and  croud  e  idr  fro  the 

lend,  &}i 

And  charge  Idr  that  ahe  never  eft  com« 

thenj.' 
O  my  Cristatiee,  wel  may  thy  gKwst  haw 

fcro 
.■Lnd  iiieping  in  thy  dreem  been  in  peoali^ 
Wbi^n  Jponpgild  caste  al  this  ordinandi  t 


This  meflBagef  on  tnorwe,  wban  ]^a  we«k, 
Un-t<}  tbo  costal  halt  the  neacte  ^"^Fi  Oo^l 
And  t4  the  eonfituble  he  the  lettre  tooli ; 
And  whan  that  he  thij)  pitouff  lettre  ief^ 
FnJ   ofte  he  »4?y(le   'aUatfP    and   *wey- 
Inwey  ! '  itto 

^Ixinl   Crist/  qu*xl   he„    ^how  may  this 
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Ho  that  me  kepte  fro  the  ffUse  blame 
Whyl  I  was  on  the  londe  amonges  yow, 
Ho  can  me  kepe  from  harme  and  eek  fro 
shame  (731) 

In  salto  see,  al-thogh  I  see  nat  how.     830 
As  strong  as  over  he  was,  he  is  yet  now. 
In  him  triste  I,  and  in  his  moder  dere, 
That  is  to  me  my  seyl  and  eek  my  stcro.' 

Hir  litel  child  lay  weping  in  hir  arm,  834 
And  kneling,  pitonsly  to  him  she  seydoi 
'Pees,  litel    sone,   I  wol    do   thee    non 

harm.'  ' 

With  that  hir  kerchef  of  hir  heed  she 

breyde, 
And  over  his  litel  yCn  she  it  leyde ;    (740) 
And  in  hir  arm  she  Inlloth  it  fol  foste, 
And  in-to  heven  hir  yOn  np  she  caste.  840 

*  Moder,*  qnod  she,  *and  mayde  bright, 

Maiye, 
Sooth  is  that  thorgh  wommannes  egge- 

ment 
Mankind  was  lorn  and  damned  ay  to  dye, 
For  which  thy  child  was  on  a  crojrs  y- 

rcnt; 
Thy  blisfdl  y^n  sawe  al  his  torment ;    845 
Than  is  ther  no  comparisoon  bitwene 
Thy  wo  and  any  wo  man  may  snstene. 

Thoa  sawe  thy  child  y-slayn  bifor  thjm 

yen,  (750) 

And  3ret  now  livcth  my  litel  child,  parfay ! 
Kow,  lady  bright,  to  whom  alle  wo^ 

cry6n,  850 

Thoa  gkme  of  wommanhede,  then  foire 

may, 
Thou  haven  of  refat,  brighte  sterre  of  day, 
Rewe  on  my  child,  that  of  thy  gontillesse 
Bewest  on  every  rewful  in  distresse ! 

O  litel  child,  alias !  what  is  thy  gilt,  855 
That    never   wronghteet   sinne    as   yet, 

Pardee, 
Why  wil  thyn  harde  fader  ban  thee  spilt? 
O  mercy,  dere  constable  !*  qnod  she ;  (760) 
*As  lat  my  litel  chUd  dwelle  heer  with 

thee; 
And  if  thoa  darst  not  saven  him,  for 

blame,  860 

80  kit  him  ones  in  his  fadres  name ! ' 


Ther-with    she  loketh   bakward  to  the 

londe, 
And  seyde,   *far-wel,   honsbond  rontho- 

lees!' 
And  np  she  rist,  and  walkcth  doan  the 

stronde 
Toward  the  ship  ;  hir  folweth  al  the  prees. 
And  ever  she  preyeth  hir  child  to  holde 

his  pees ;  866 

And  taketh  hir  leve,  and  with  an  holy 

entente 
She  blesseth  hir;    and   in-to   ship    she 

wente.  (770) 

Yitaillcd  was  the  ship,  it  is  no  drede, 
Habnndantly  for  hir,  fill  longe  space,  870 
And  other  necessaries  that  sholde  node 
She  hadde  y-nogh,  heried  be  goddes  grace ! 
For  wind  and  weder  almighty  god  por- 

chaco. 
And  bringe  hir  boom!   I  can  no  bettre 

seyo ;  874 

Bnt  in  the  see  she  dryveth  forth  hir  weye. 

Explicit  secimda  pars. 
Se<tQitiir  pars  tercia. 

AUa  the  king  comth  boom,  sone  after  this. 
Unto  his  castel  of  the  which  I  tolde,  (779) 
And  axeth  wher  his  wyf  and  lus  child  is. 
The  constable  gan  abonte  his  herte  colde, 
And  pleynly  al  the  manor  he  him  tolde  880 
As  ye  ban  herd,  I  can  telle  it  no  bottre. 
And  shcwoth  the  king  his  seel  and  [eek] 
his  lettre. 

And  seyde,  *  lord,  as  ye  comannded  me 
Up  pcjme  of  deeth,  so  have  I  doon,  certein.' 
This  messager  tormented  was  til  ho     885 
Mosto  biknowe  and  tellon,  plat  and  plein. 
Fro  night  to  night,  in  what  place  he  had 

leyn. 
And  thus,  by  wit  and  snbtil  enqneringe, 
Ymagined  was  by  whom  this  harm  gan 

springe.  (791) 

The  hand  was  knowe  that  the  lettre  wroot, 
And  al  the  venim  of  this  cnrsed  dede,  891 
But  in  what  wyse,  certeinly  I  noot 
Th*effect  is  this,  that  Alia,  out  of  drede. 
His  moder  slow,  that  men  may  pleinly 
rede, 
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For  Omt  bHo  tmiWciT  waa  t**  Mr  li^eatinoo. 

ThuB  einieth   oldo   Donegild  with    meft- 

cbiiniice.  896 

Tlin  snrwp  that  tliis  Allii,  night  and  dny, 
Maki^th  for  his  w>'f  and  for  hia  child  also^ 
Ther  is  no  ttinga  that  it  t<^Do  may.  (Soi) 
But  now  wol  1  nn-t-o  Cofitt^nce  go,  900 
That  flGt*^t"h  in.  tho  9(h?,  in  jm^jtio  and  wo, 
F^vo  yepr   and    mort",    as  lyked  Cristoi 

Er  that,  bir  ^hip  tippn^hed  mk^xt  londe, 

UndEtr  ftii  hdtlit^n  casi^l,  att«  lASte, 
Of  which   the  naa^c  in   my  text  nog-ht 
I  findp,  90J 

Cnstanro  and  eek  hir  child  the  see  np- 

Almiirbty  gtirt,  that  Baveth  al  mmiiindcL, 
Havp  on  Cnatiinco  iincj  on  hir  child  som 
mindc,  (8 10) 

That  fjdltin  la  in  hpthcn  Iftnd  efVfioi]ef909 
In  point  to  BpiDe,  aa  I  shal  toU*  yoVMEle. 

iroTin  from  thti  cast  el  comth  ther  majiy 

a  wi^ht 
To  gnuron,  c^n  thii}  tihip  and  on  Custani^e. 
Bnt  ehortly^  from  the  cartel,  on  a  night, 
Tlio  lord<?s  Htywarfi^god  ycve  htm  mes- 

chaunce  I—  914 


"n^at  tkqglit  lior  unerk  aom'tyxae^  but  i^rr 

tb 'entente  tgina 

To  doon  this  ainne,  hem  imllHir  akjn  or 

shente ! 

How  may  thia  wAyk«  voa&nusi  lum  tliM 

stren^he 
Hir  to  defonde  agayn  tliis  raQ«gftt  f 
0  GolJaa^  nnmesnrabla  of  lengtha. 
How  mifhte  Ihtvid  make  thee  bo  mat*  oil 
So  yong  and  of  urmnre  no  d<»olat  ? 
How  donst^t  ha  li>ke  np^n  thy  dredful  fao#l 
Wei  may  men  uen,   it  nas  but  s^*^*^ 

grace  I  [&vi\ 

Who  yaf  Jndith  L-oiag^^  or  hardui^^M 
To  Bleen  hin^  Oiofemu»,  in  his  tente^  ^p 
And  to  dolirerea  ont  of  wrecchedn««<i 
Tho  peplo  of  god  1^  I  Bey&,  for  thii  ententes 
That,  right  as  god  spirit  of  vigour  note 
To  hem,  and  §aved  hem  oat  of  1 
So  sente  he  Diight  and  vigoTirto  ( 


Forth  goth  hir  ship  tbtughnjut  the  1 

motith  ^ 

Of  .Tubal tor  and  Septe,  dryvin^  ay, 

Som-tynie  West,  w»iir'tij<ine   Nortli    and 
Senth,  (85>> 

And  som-tyme   Eiit>,    iiH    many  a  wefy 
day. 
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Fal  many  *  day;  but  shortly,  this  is 
the  ende,  05 

Homward  to  Rome  they  ahapen  hem  to 
wende. 

This  senatonr  repaireth  vrith  viotorie 
To  Rome-ward,  sayling  ful  royally,    (871)) 
And  mette  the  ship  dryving,  as  soith  the 

storie, 
In  which  Custance  sit  ful  pitonsly.       970 
Xo-thing  ne  know  he  what  she  was,  ne 

why 
She  was  in  swich  array ;  ne  she  nil  seye 
Of  hir  estaat,  althogh  she  sholde  deye. 

He  bringeth  hir  to  Rome,  and  to  his  wyf 
He  yaf  hir,  and  hir  yonge  sono  also  ;  975 
And  with  the  senatour  she  ladde  her  lyf. 
Thus  can  our  lady  bringen  out  of  wo  (879) 
Wofiil  Custance,  and  many  another  mo. 
And  longe  tyme  dwelled  she  in  that  place, 
In  holy  wcrkes  over,  ns  was  hir  grace.  980 

The  senatoures  w.\'f  hir  aunto  was. 

But  for  al  that  she  knew  hir  never  the 

more; 
I  wol  no  longer  tarion  in  this  cas. 
But  to  king  Alia,  which  I  spak  of  yore, 
That  for    his  w^-f   wepeth  and   8>'keth 

sore,  985 

I  wol  retoume,  and  lete  I  wol  Custance 
Under  the  senatoures  governance. 

King  Alia,  which  that  haddo  his  moder 
sUyn,  (890) 

Upon  a  day  fil  in  swich  repentance, 
That,  if  I  shortly  tellen  shal  and  plain,  990 
To    Rome    he    comth,  to    receyven    his 

penance; 
And  pntte  him  in  the  poi)es  ordinance 
In  heigh  and  low,  and  Jesu  Crist  bisoghto 
Foiyeve    his    wikkcd    werkos    that    ho 
wroghte.  994 

The  fame  anon  thurgh  Rome  toun  is  bom. 
How  Alia  king  shal  come  in  pilgrimage, 
By  herbergiH>urs  that  wcntcn  him  bifom ; 
For  which  the  senatour,  as  was  usage,  (900) 
Rood  him  ageyn,  and  many  of  his  linage. 
Am  wel  to shewen  his  heighe  magnificence 
As  to  don  any  king  a  reverence*  1001 


Greet  chere  dooth  this  noble  senatour 
To  king  Alia,  and  he  to  him  also ; 
Everich  of  hem  doth  other  greet  honour ; 
And  so  bifel  that,  in  a  day  or  two,       1005 
This  senatour  is  to  king  Alia  go 
To  feste,  and  shortly,  if  I  shal  nat  lye, 
Custances  sone  wente  in  his  compcmye. 

Som    men  wolde    s^yn,  at    requeste   of 
Custance,  (911) 

This  senatour  hath  lad  this  child  to  feste ; 
I  may  nat  tellen  every  circumstance,  101 1 
Be  as  be  may,  thor  was  he  at  the  loste. 
But  soth  is  this,  that,  at  his  modrcs  heste, 
Bifom  Alia,  during  the  metes  si>ace, 
The  child  stood,  loking  in  the  kingcs  face. 

This  Alia  king  hath  of  this  child  greet 

wonder,  1016 

And  to  the  senatour  he  seyde  anon, 

I  '  Whoe  is  that  faire  child  that  stondoth 

yonder  ? '  (930) 

'  I  noot,*  quod  he,  *  by  god,  and  by  seint 

John !  1019 

A  moder  he  hath,  but  fader  hath  he  non 

j  That  I  of  woot ' — but  shortly,  in  a  stoundo, 

,  He  tolde  AUa  how  that  this  child  was 

founde. 


i  '  But  god  wot,'  quod  this  senatour  also, 
'  *  So  vertuous  a  livere  in  my  Ij-f,  1024. 

Ne  saugh  I  never  as  she,  ne  herde  of  mo 
Of  worldly  wommen,  mayden,  nor  of  wyf ; 
I  dar  wol  seyn  hir  haddo  lover  a  knyf 
Thurgh-out  hor  breste,  than  beon  a  wom- 
man  wikke ;  ^930) 

Ther  is  no  man  conde  bringo  hir  to  that 
prikko.' 

Now  was  this  child  as  lyk  un-to  Custance 
As  possible  is  a  creature  to  bo.  lojti 

This  Alia  hath  the  face  in  remembrance 
Of  damo  (Mstanco,  and  th«r-on  mused  he 
If  that  the  chiUlcs  mo<lcr  wore  aught  she 
That  was  his  wyf,  and  privoly  he  sigUtfi, 
And  spedde  him  fro  the  table  that  he 
mighte.  1036 

*  Parfay,'  thoghte  he,  *  fantome  is  in  myn 

heed! 
I  oghte  deme,  of  skilftd  jugement,      (940) 
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That  in  the  salte  seti  ]ai>'  wyf  is  deecL* 
Aiid  aftfcrtt'&rd  Le  madti  his  Bjupom^nt^ — 
*lVTiftt  woot  I,  if  that  Criat  have  bider 

>HBaii6  1041 

If y  wyi'  by  ifefi^  as  wel  aa  be  hir  ^uto 
Tu    my   con  tree    iVo    tbennea    that   slio 

wtitit^a  ? ' 

Anii,  Bfter  tjwiii  homn  with  tha  senatour 
Gotii  AJlm  ^br  tcj  ffljicii  this  WEindar  chAane& 
This  Benat^iiir  dootJi  Alia  g^&et  ho^oux^ 
And  hautifiy  he  sente  after  CoBtamice. 
But  tnistetli  weel,  bir  list*  nat  to  diiojico 
\^'liaii  that  alie  vriate  wharafor  waa  that 
Bi^n'Ie.  (951)  K149 

I  nnetliu  wp^tn  hir  ftat  she  miglita  stoude. 

WL«n  Alkk  fiaug^U  his  wyf^  faire  he  hir 

grttto, 
And  TJFeep,  that  it  w&a  rtjuth«  for  to  SdCi 
For  at  tbo  tir^tc  Irwik  hi*  cm  hir  sette 
Ho  knew  wtl  vermlly  that  it  was  shii. 
Acd  she  Ibr  6^>rwe  as;  dnmh  stimt  ^  a  U^&  \ 
So  "WHS  hir  hcrto  Rho.t  in  hir  dLstreraia  1056 
Whan  nlm  rtimectibred  his  imkiudeiieBBfi, 

Twyi^  abe  swowned  in  bia  owne  Hij^hte; 

Ho  wt«p^  iind  him  excuse: th  pitonaly  >— 

'  Nuw  i^od,^  qtiud  he,  *  and  lUlo  hid  balwea 


Tbo  preyde  abe  bir  bou»botid  mek^y. 
In  rtdief  of  hir  lon^  pitftn*  pyne,        to8u 
That  be  wold  preyo  hir  fkdef  «peciftlly 
Tbatf  of  big  ma<gciateOj  be  wolde  enclynf 
To  vxmche-aatif  aotti  day  with  him  to  dyn*; 
Sbo  preyde  bim  eek^  bo  ahold  d  by  no  wey^ 
Un-to  bir  fader  no  word  of  hir  wyt   1085 

Spm  men  wold  Boyn,  bow  thj»t  the  tihM 

aiauriee 
Doth  ihvi  measag^  nn-to  thk  amporoia- ; 
But^  fu  I  Kv^sa^  ^Ua  wiul  oat  ho  nyce  (^goj) 
To'  lum^  that  was  <jf  so  Borere^Ti  lionoor 
Aa  ha  that  ia  of  Criateu  folk  tbe  flooTj  1090 
Sen  to  any  child^  bat  it  id  bat  to  detaa 
Hewenta  blm^salff  and  so  it  may  wel  mmtt. 

Thia  omperijar  bath  ^sruunted  gientilly 
To  conxo  to  diner,  aa  be  bim  biAC3ght« ; 
And  wel  rede  I^  be  Ifiked  biAlly  1095 

Up4in  tbifl  diild,   and    on  bii    dttghtrt 

tkogbtfl. 
AI1&  gotb  to  hk  inj  and^  ina  Uj:n  p^bte, 
Airbed  for  thia  fvst^  in  QYcry  wyie  (jdiu) 
Am  ferfortb  a«  bla  conning  niay  inf^rao^ 

The  morwa  caj9d,  and  AUa  gan  him  dremt. 
And  eek  his  wyf^  tboB  omperoar  to  xcmgct ; 
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In  joye  and  bliflse  at  mete  I  lete  hem 

dwelle  (io3i)  1 1 19 

A  thonaand  fold  wel  more  than  I  can  telle. 

This  child  Maurice  was  githen  emperoor 
Maad  by  the  pope,  and  lived  Cristenly. 
To  Cristes  chirche  he  dide  greet  honour ; 
But  I  lete  al  hiB  storie  passen  by, 
Of  Custance  is  my  tale  8i>ecially.  1 125 

In  olde  Bomajm  gestes  may  men  finde 
Maurices  lyf ;  I  here  it  noght  in  minde. 

This  king  Alia,  whan  he  his  tjonesoy,  (1030) 
With  his  Custance,  his  holy  wjrf  so  swete, 
To  Engelond  been  they  <K>me  the  righte 

wey,  1 130 

Whereas  they  live  in  joye  and  in  quiete. 
But  litel  whyl  it  lasteth,  I  yow  hete, 
Joye  of  this  world,   for  tyme  wol  nat 

absrde; 
Fro  day  to  night  it  changeth  as  the  tyde. 

Who  lived  ever  in  swich  dclyt  o  day  X135 
That  him  ne  moevcd  oat  her  conscience. 
Or  ire,  or  talent,  or  som  kin  affray,  (1039) 
Envye,  or  pryde,  or  passion,  or  offence  ? 
I  ne  s^ye  but  for  this  cnde  this  sentence, 
That  litel  whyl  in  joye  or  in  plesance  1x40 
Lasteth  the  blisse  of  AUa  with  Custanoe. 


For  deeth,  that  taketh  of  heigh  and  low 

his  rente, 
When  passed  was  a  yeer,  even  as  I  gesse, 
Out  of  this  world  this  king  Alia  he  hente, 
For  whom  Custanoe  hath  ful  gret  hevi- 

nesse.  1145 

Now  lat  us  preyen  god  his  soule  blesse ! 
And  dame  Custance,  fynaUy  to  seye, 
Towards  the  toun  of  Bome  gooth  hir  weye. 

To  Rome  is  come  this  holy  creature,  (1051) 
And  fyndeth  ther  hir  frendes  hole  and 

sounde :  1151) 

Now  is  she  scaped  al  hir  aventure ; 
And  whan  that  she  hir  fader  hath  y-founde, 
Doun  on  hir  kncM  falleth  she  to  grounde ; 
Weping  for  tendrenesse  in  herte  Klythe, 
She  herieth  god  an  hundred  thousand 

sythe.  1 155 

In  vertu  and  in  holy  almes-dede  (105^) 
They  liven  alle,  and  never  a-sonder  wendo  ; 
Til  deeth  departed  hem,  this  lyf  they  lede. 
And  fareth  now  weel,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende. 
Now  Jesu  Crist,  that  of  his  might  may 

sonde  1160 

Joye  after  wo,  guverno  us  in  his  grace, 
And  kepe  us  alle  that  ben  in  this  place ! 

Amen. 


Here  endeth  the  Tale  of  the  Man  of  Lawe ;  and  next  folweth  the 
Shipmannes  Prolog. 


•.•  For  L  5583  in  Tyrwhitt's  Text,  tee  Group  D,  L  1. 
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THE    SHIPMAN'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  blgitnnisth  Uie  Shipm&iuias  Prolog. 


Ova    liofito    ^ip-on    his 

anon, 
And  Bcydo, 

This  was  a  tbriA;?  talu  fur  tbo  nonctt  i  1165 
Sir  fiarmb  prest/   quod  bo,  *for  godd^e 

ln>nna, 
Ttl  ufl  11  tnle^  lu  was  tliy  forwitrd  ;ore» 
I  see  wul  tlmt  ye  lemed  iw^u  itt  lojpfl 
C»5  mcfcho  good,  by  goddojJ  digijlteo  V 

TLc?  Ptaraone  him  Answorde,,  *  beti'HtA !  1170 
Whiit   fylqtli    I  ho    mon,    su    atnfkilly   to 

c^nr  htisLa  &aswflrdO|  ^  D  Jonkini  be  j^e 
iher*?  (10) 

1  gmdUo  u  lollfiT  ill  the  wind/  qucad  ha. 

'  How  *  gt>od  men/  quod  oiu-  host^i  ^  herlt* 
toeth  mo  J 


Ab^dethf  for  ^oddefl  djgni>  piusi&mi> 
For  wo  shal  hiui  n  prtidltuudauu  ; 
This  loller  he^fir  wil  precbeiii  us  som-whJ)L'^ 
'  :Nay,  by  my  fodor  soulft  *  tb&t  dud  ' 

mit/ 
Sci^rde  tbo  Shlpm&n ;  ^  tieer  lu  ^hml  nat 

lirothe. 
He  Bhikl  no  gospel  glcKien  hoir  no^teclit).  1  rjta 
W«  lov^i  ii-Lle  in  the  gr^Us  god,"  qiidd  Iw, 
*  Ka  wuldfi  Bowi'n  som  diOifiult^e,  (») 

Or  ?prini:c^u  c>okltel  in  oiir  tdesMi  C3«m  ; 
Atid  th(?rfor^  hostc,  I  warae  th«C9  btforaf 
My  joly  body  ihal  a  Isle  tfi|l£,  ir^j 

And  I  ihol  cUnkiE'n  yow  so  xamry  &  l*Wt| 
Tlmt  I  shai  vrakeu  ul  Ukis  ccintpiiztTQ  |     fl 
Bui  iti  ^lud  nat  bcu  of  pMlovoplijtt,  1 

Ho  i^phudci*^  ne  termcs  qQOiiito  of  Uwf  j 
Thijr  is  but  litul  Lfttin  m  my  mawsv*  i  lyo 
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For  which  he  hadde  alday  so  greet  repair 
For  his  UrgeasOf  and  for  his  wyf  was  fair, 
That  wonder  is  ;  but  herkneth  to  my  tala 
Amoni^es  alle  his  gostes,  groto  and  smalc, 
Ther  was  a  monk,  a  fair  man  and  a  bold, 
I  trowo  of  thritty  winter  ho  was  old,  iii6 
That  ever  in  oon  was  drawing  to  that  place. 
This  yongo  monk,  that  was  so  fair  of  face, 
Aqueinted  was  so  with  tho  gode  man, 
Sith  that  hir  firste  knoweliche  bigan,  t2Xi 
That  in  his  hous  as  famulier  was  he  (31) 
As  it  possible  is  any  freend  to  be. 

And  for  as  mnchel  as  this  gode  man 
And  eek  this  monk,  of  which  that  I  bigan. 
Were  bothe  two  y-bom  in  o  village,     1225 
The  monk  him  claimeth  aa  for  cosinage ; 
And  he  again,  he  seith  nat  ones  nay, 
Bnt  was  as  gUul  ther-of  as  fowel  of  day  ; 
For  to  his  herte  it  was  a  greet  plesaance. 
Thosbeon  they  knit  with  eteme  alliaonce. 
And  ech  of  hem  gan  other  for  t'assure  1331  I 
Of  bretherhcdo,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  may  i 

dure.  (43)  . 

Free  was  dann   John,  and  namely  of  ' 

dispencc,  | 

As  in  that  hons ;  and  fnl  of  diligence  1234 
To  doon  plcsannce,  and  also  greet  costoge. 
He  noght  forgat  to  yeve  tho  loeste  page 
In  al  that  hons ;  bnt,  after  hir  degree. 
He  yaf  the  lord,  and  sitthe  al  his  meynee, 
When  that  he  cam,  som  manor  honest 

thing ;  1239 

For  which  they  wore  as  glad  of  his  coming 
As  fowel  is  fayn,  whan  that  the  Sonne 

np-ryseth.  (51) 

Xa  more  of  this  as  now,  for  it  snifysoth. 

But  so  bifel,  this  marchant  on  a  day 
Shoop  him  to  make  redy  his  .array 
Toward  thetonnofBmggesfortofare,  1245 
To  bySn  ther  a  poroionn  of  ware ; 
For  which  he  hath  to  Paris  sent  anon 
A  meanger,  and  preyed  hath  dann  John 
That  he  sholde  come  to  Seint  Denys  to 

pleye  1349 

With  him  and  with  his  wjrf  aday  or  tweye, 
£r  he  to  Brogges  wente,  in  alle  wyso.  (61) 
This  noUe  monk,  of  which  I  yow  devyse, 
Hath  of  his  abbot,  as  him  list,  licence, 
Bj-e«tse  he  was  a  man  of  hei^  pmdence. 
And  eek  an  oifloer,  ont  for  to  ryde,  1255 
ToMfii  hir  grannges  and  hir  hemes  wyde ; 


And  nn-to  Seint  Bens^s  he  comth  anon. 
Who  was  so  welcome  as  my  lord  dann 

John, 
Our  dere  cosin,  fnl  of  cnrteisye  ?  1259 

With  him  broghtehe  a  jnbbe  of  Malvesye, 
And  eek  another,  iVil  of  fyn  Vomage,  (71) 
And  volatyl,  as  ay  was  his  nsage. 
And  thns  I  lete  hem  ete  and  drinke  and 

pleye. 
This  marchant  and  this  monk,  a  day  or 
tweye. 
The  thridde  day,  this  marchant    np 
aryseth,  1265 

And  on  his  nedos  sadly  him  avyseth, 
And  np  in-to  his  conntonr-hous  goth  he 
To  rokene  with  him-self,  as  wel  may  bo. 
Of  thilke  yeer,  how  that  it  with  him  Bto<Ml, 
And  how  that  he  desponded  hadde  his 
good ;  1270 

And  if  that  he  enoressed  were  or  noon.  (81) 
His  bokes  and  his  bagges  many  oon 
He  leith  bifom  him  on  his  connting-bord  ; 
Fnl  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  hord, 
For  which  fnl  faste  his  conntonr-dore  ho 
shette;  1275 

And  eek  he  noldc  that  no  man  sholde  him 

lette 
Of  his  acconntcs,  for  the  mene  tymo  ; 
And  thns  he  sit  til  it  was  jMissed  prymo. 

Dann  John  was  risen  in  the  morwo  also. 
And  in  the  gardin  walketh  to  and  fro,  1280 
And  hath  his  thinges  seyd  fnl  cnrteisly. 

This  gode  wyf  cam  walking  prively  (92) 
In-to  tho  gardin,  ther  he  walketh  softo, 
And  him  saleweth,  as  she  hath  don  ofte. 
A  mayde  child  cam  in  hir  compan3rc,  1285 
AVhich  ashir  list  she  maygovemeand  gye. 
For  yet  nnder  the  yerde  was  the  mayde. 
'  O  dere  cosin  myn,  dann  John,'  she  sayde, 
*  What  eyleth  yow  so  rathe  for  to  ryse  ? ' 
'  Nece,'  quod  he,  '  it  oghte  y-nongh  snfrjrse 
Fj've  houresfortoslepenp-on anight,  (101) 
But  it  were  for  an  old  api>alIod  wight. 
As  been  thise  wodde<l  men,  that  lye  and 

dare 
As  in  a  forme  sit  a  wcry  hare. 
Were  al  for-strauglit  with  honndes  gretc 
and  smale.  in)^ 

Bnt  dere  nece,  why  be  ye  so  pale  ? 
I  trowe  certcs  that  onr  gode  man        (nrj) 
Hath  yow  labonretl  sith  the  night  bigan. 
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Tb*t  .TOW  W(?rp  n  pclc  tfl  rC5to  ti  hastily  ? '  iay<^ 
And  with  tliRt  woni  Lu  louj^h  fill  meriJj^ 
And  ot'  hia  ownn©  thxmght  lie  wcxalretjd* 

Thi«  faire  w>-f  giin  fur  tcT  ahake  hir  becd^ 
Atid  seyde  thdij,  '  >«,  gT>d  wut  nl/  quod  she ; 
'  Xftj',  cos  In  m>Ti^  it  at  ant  nat  ao  with  roft. 
For,  hy  that  god  that  j'^it'ino  tfoulo  and  ly^ 
Til  lil  thtj  reme  *if  FrAru-e  is  ther  no  wyf  1306 
I'hut  hksae  liiat  Lath  Us  thnt  st^ry  pie  J". 
K<>r  I  iiiiiy  fliiigt!  *'^  allits"  iind  "  woylawoy^ 
That  I  wfl3ln>rn,"biittoiiPwij^bt/qtwidBhej 
'  l>!vr  I  nut  telle  how  that  it  HtAnt  witii  me. 
Wht'rfure  I  tLmkti  out  of  thi*  huid  to 
wendt*,  (iJi)  ijii 

Or  i.'U«ts  uf  mynself  to  mak«  an  end&f 
fill  till  am  I  tjrdj(?de  mid  cek  of  cAre*' 

This  monk  bigan  njWim  this  wyf  toetoiie, 
And  fiyydt?,  *  allas^  rny  noce^  ^od  fqrliode 
riuit  yty,  l«*r  any  Jhirw<?  or  Any  tlrede»  1316 
K^  irdinyouivstdt' ;  but  telleth  me  your  grief ; 
ramvoTituri*  1  ma),  iu  your  mesctiiijff 
(Vmseille  ctr  htdpe^  and  thtrtflrc  telltith  me 
A I  your  aniiy,  itft  Lt  idnil  hwu  aecreo ;  ipo 
Fi>t  on  tziy  ]K>nhcira  horo  1  make  an  ooth^ 
TUflt  tiDVPf  ill  uiy  lyf,  forliuf  uelootb,  iijj) 
Vi>  shal  1  uf  no  eoiutdl  yow  biwreye/ 

■Tlici  itaui«?  aguyii  to  yow/  quod  ahe^ 

'  1  seyt?;  i.W4 

lU-  gfKl  mid  bv  tbiiJ  wrthnrB,  1 


i|45 


ThU  twere  I  yow  en  my  pnrfai 
T«U6tb  yoQr  grief,  lest  thwIliB  c 
AaA  liMtcth  yow,  aud  g««th 
«nou/ 
^  My  dene  We,"  quod  aHie, '  o  mjr  ^ 

Ful  li©f  were  m©  tlii«  «on«eil  for  to  hs^ 
Bat  out  it  tnunt^  I  may  catncKS^  ^byde.  1  jjci 
Myn  hcnoaboDd  in  to  jne  tli*  wowte  num 
That  ever  waa^  sith  thj«t  the  world  higB& 
Bat  aith  I  am  a  wyf,  it  ait  xiat  me 
To  tellen  110  wij^lit  of  our  privet**,      tjsi 
Xoitbcr  a-bedde,  n©  in  non  other  plac« : 
Ood  ahlldo  T  ftholde  it  tellen.  for  hia  gni»  t 
A  wyf  ae  ahal  nat  wtyn  of  hlr  hDti«N)ii4« 
But  al  honour,  as  I  can  iiiident«Litide ; 
SaTe  nn-to   yow  thui;    nauiche    I    teUoa 

flhal; 
As  help  me  god,  he  ij  noght  worth  At  al  ij6«i 
In  no  d<^grc«  th«  value  ot  n  fly*?.  (t?i> 

But  yet  me  greveth  most  hia  o  igurdye : 
And  wol  JO  woot  that  wommen  miturdt^jr 
Ihjsynjn  thiiij^^  fiUpi  aJS  wet  ns  I,         ij6| 
They  woLde  that  hir  hfnucbondea  sholde  1m 
Hardy,  atid  wyao^  and  richo^  and  their-tv 

And  hnxom  ii>  hia  w^-f,  and  fresli  a-b^d<^ 
But,  by  that  ilki^  l^^rrl  tbnt  Utr  \13  hlcdile. 
For  liii  ho n o m r ,  n  1  v ^f*  1 1" 
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I  hftve,'  quod  he,  *  on  yow  so  greet  *  routhe, 
That  I  yow  swere  and  plighte  yow  my 

tnmthe. 
That  whan  your  honabond  is  to  Flanndres 

fare, 
I  wol  delivere  yow  out  of  this  care ;    1390 
For  I  wol  bringe  yow  an  hundred  frankes.' 
And  with  that  word  he  caoghte  hir  by  the 

flankes,  (aoa) 

And  hir  embraoeth  harde,  and  kigte  hir 

ofte. 
*  Ooth  now  your  wey/  quod  he,  *  al  stille 

andsofbe, 
And  lat  ns  djme  as  sone  as  that  ye  may ; 
For  by  my  chilindre  it  isprymeof  day.  1396 
Ooth  now,  and  beeth  as  trewe  as  I  shal  be.' 

*  Now,  elles  god  forbede,  sire,'  quod  she, 
And  forth  she  gooth,  as  jolif  as  a  pye, 
And  bad  the  cokes  that  they  sholde  hem 

hye,  1400 

So  that  men  mighte  dyne,  and  that  anon. 
Up  to  hir  hoosbonde  is  this  wyf  y-gon,  (31 3) 
And  knokketh  at  his  conntour  boldely. 

*  Quilaf  quod  he.     *  Peter !  it  am  I,' 
Quod  she,  *  what,  sire,  how  longe  wol  ye 

fjMte?  1405 

How  longe  tyme  wol  ye  rekene  and  caste 
Tour  sommes,  and  your  bokes,  and  your 

thlnges? 
The  derel  have  part  of  alle  swiohe  reken- 

inges! 
Ye  have  y-nough,  pardee,  of  goddes  sonde ; 
Com  doan  to^lay,  and  lat  your  bagges 

■tonde.  1410 

Ne  be  ye  nat  ashamed  that  daun  John  {321) 
Shal  fiisting  al  this  day  elenge  goon  ? 
What !  lat  us  here  a  messe,  and  go  we 

dyne.' 

*  Wyf,*  quod  this  man,  *  litel  canstow 

devyne 
The  curious  bisinesse  that  we  have.     14 15 
War  of  us  chapmen,  al-so  god  me  save. 
And  by  that  lord   that  cleped  is  Seint 

Yve, 
Seaxaly  amonges  twelve  ten  shul  thryve, 
Continuelly,  lastinge  un-to  our  age.    1419 
We  may  wel  make  ohere  and  good  visage. 
And  dryve  forth  the  world  as  it  may  be, 
And  kepen  oar  estaat  in  privetee,       (232) 
TEl  we  be  deed,  or  elles  that  we  pl^ye 
A  pflgrimage,  or  goon  out  of  the  weye. 


And  therfor  have  I  greet  necessitee    1425 
Up-on  this  queinte  world  t'avyse  me ; 
For  evermore  we  mote  stonde  in  drede 
Of  hap  and  fortune  in  our  chapmanhede. 

To  FUundres  wol  I  go  to>morwe  at  day, 
And  come  agayn,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For  which,  my  dere  wyf,  I  thee  biseke,  (24 1 ) 
As  be  to  every  wight  buxom  and  meke. 
And  for  to  kepe  our  good  be  curious. 
And  honestly  goveme  wel  our  hous.  1434 
Thou  hast  y-nongh,  in  every  maner  wyse, 
That  to  a  thrifty  houshold  may  suffyse. 
Thee  lakketh  noon  array  ne  no  vitaille, 
Of  silver  in  thy  purs  shaltow  nat  faille.' 
And  with  that  word  his  countour-dore  he 

shette. 
And  doun  he  gooth,  no  longer  wolde  he 
lette,  1440 

But  hastily  a  messe  was  ther  seyd,      (251) 
And  spedily  the  tables  were  y-leyd, 
And  to  the  diner  faste  they  hem  spedde ; 
And  richely  this  monk  the  chapman  fedde. 

At-afler  diner  daun  Jc^m  sobrely    1445 
This  chapman  took  a-part,  and  prively 
He  sejrde  him  thus,  '  cosyn,  it  standeth  so, 
That  wel  I  see  to  Brugges  wol  ye  go. 
Qod  and  seint  Austin  spede  yow  and  gyde ! 
I  prey  yow,  coein,  wysly  that  ye  ryde ;  i45i> 
Oovemeth  yow  also  of  your  diete       (361) 
Atemprely,  and  namely  in  this  hete. 
Bitwix  us  two  nedeth  no  strange  fare ; 
Fare-wel,  co^yn ;    god    shilde    yow    fro 

care. 
If  any  thing  ther  be  by  day  or  night,  1455 
If  it  lye  in  my  power  and  my  might. 
That  ye  me  wol  comande  in  any  wyse. 
It  shal  be  doon,  right  as  ye  wol  devyse. 

O  thing,  er  that  ye  goon,  if  it  may  be, 
I  wolde  prey  yow ;  for  to  lene  me        1460 
An  hundred  frankes,  for  a  wyke  or  tweye^ 
For  certein  beestes  that  I  moste  beye,  (a/a) 
To  store  with  a  place  that  is  cures. 
Qod  help  me  so,  I  wolde  it  were  youres ! 
I  shal  nat  faille  surely  of  my  day,       1465 
Nat  for  a  thousand  frankes,  a  myle-way. 
But  lat  this  thing  be  secree,  I  yow  preye. 
For  yet  to-night  thise  beestes  moot  I  b^ye ; 
And    fare-now    wel,  myn    owene   oosin 

dere, 
Oraunt  mercy  of  your  cost  and  of  your 
ohere.'  (a8o)  1470 


4g6 


ZU  ^8ipmaiine«  Zak. 


[t.  I33ii-i3ag^ 


AnffwcrdsT  antl  MjdB,  'a  coaia  Kiyo,  tUmn 

J  nil  tt. 
Now  sikprly  tliifi  ifl  a  pnml  r<H|iidj)t« ; 
My  gch^J  ^s  5i:mreB,  vthan  tbat  it  yow  lesta. 
An<i  tint  only  my  g^-kl,  bat  my  chofiaro  j 
Ta.kt>  ^kai  y<>w  list,  ^hI  Eihiidti  that  yo 

8|mrk\  1476 

But  o  thing  U,  yo  knowe  it  wel  y-iiogh| 
Clf  cIiapoioiiT  tlmt  hir  moneyo  ia  hir  plu^h. 
Wo  may  cimmico  T^^liyl  wl^^  Iiavg  a  name, 
H\it  giithik'£?4  for  to  liG,  U  is  no  gnmt;.  14^0 
I'livn  it  a|^ii3"n  wlirtti  it  lylh  in  your  eoe  ; 
Alter  my  mif^ht  Jul  fajTi    wolda  I  yow 

plpfle,*  (jgj) 

Thiso  Immlrett  iVankea  ho  fette  forth 

rinoti, 
.Vnd  prively  be  took  hmn  to  ilnna  John, 
K«i  wifjht  in  dl  this  world  widte  of  tlila 

l-rift,  14S5 

3^iivl]i(;^Q  this  marcliimt  and  daun  John 

Thiiy  dritikn^  and  speke,  aad  Totna  a  whylo 

BJid  plcy^^ 
Til  thiit  ilnuTi  .Tolm  ry-i[4r^tli  to  hia  t^bbcye. 
Thr-   iTinrAS'r*  cfjiLin,  n^d  forth  this  Um^ 

rLjint  rj^loth 
Thi  Flan n<tre3- ward;  liiii  pi^ntid  wel  bim 


And  this  ncord  pirfourned  wiui  in  ddd«t 
In  mirihc  al  ni^ht  a  biAy  1y1'  Ihi^y  1«Kle 
Til  it  was  da^%  that  dann  John  wentu  IiIa 

way. 
And  bad  the  xnc^nae  *  fuo-waL,  havci  go^ 

day !  *  (jaci)  1510 

For  DOOD  of  hem,  nc)  no  wight  in  the  tciiui^ 
Hath  of  dann  Jolin  right  no  sunpeci^tui. 
And  forth  be  lydiJth  lioom  to  his  abbey(% 
Or  whea^  him  list  ■  namor^  of  him  I  ik!^^ 
This  mjLrcbantf  whan  that  ended  was 

the  faire^  i^tj 

To  Seint  Deng's  lio  gnti  for  to  t«paiTV, 
And  with  Iilb  wyf  lie  makoth  ffiatti  atid 

And  tfiiUGitb  hiT  that  c^hafbre  is  90  dcifav 
That  n«lea  moaf  0  he  joiikb  a  chevlB&unea» 
Far  ho  was  boando  in  a  iipcNonidsaimcc  iiyrt* 
To  pay  B  twenty  thousatid  ah  wjUI  anon,  (.tjt) 
Ff»r  which  thia  march  tint  Lt  t*^  Paris  ^m. 
To  burwe  of  oorteinfti*ndflatbat  ho  haiide 
A  Gcrt4.un  fjrankea  ^  tuid  aotnmtf  with  him 

t^  laddc. 
And  whan  that  be  waacomcin-to  the  tonn, 
Fbr  grept  c  herteo  an  H  greet  aff &ceionn,  15  j6 
Un-to  daun  John  h^  gootb  him  flrsifta 

pleye ; 
Nat  for  to  KX^  or  borwe  of  him  moneye, 
Hnt  fur  to  wlto  and  seen  of  1 
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Upon  your  bench ;  she  woot  it  wol ,  corteyn , 
By  certein  tokenes  that  I  can  hir  telle 
Now,  l^  your  leve,  I  may  no  lenger  d welle, 
Onr  al^ot  wol  out  of  this  toxin  anon  ;  (361 ) 
And  in  hi«  companye  moot  I  gon.  1552 
Grete  wel  our  dame,  myn  owene  nece 

Bwete, 
And  fare>wel,  dere  cosin,  til  we  mete !  * 
Thig  Marchant,  which  that  was  ful  war 

and  wys,  1555 

Creaunced  hath,  and  pajrd  eck  in  Parys, 
To  certejm  Lombardes,  redy  in  hir  hond, 
The  somme  of  gold,  and  gat  of  hem  his 

bond; 
And  hoom  he  gooth,  meiy  as  a  papejay. 
For  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  swich  array, 
That    nedes    moste    he  winne    in   that 

viage  (37O 

A  thousand  frankes  above  al  his  coetage. 
His  wyf  ful  redy  mette  him  atte  gate. 
As  she  was  wont  of  old  usage  olgate,  1564 
And  al  that  night  in  mirtho  they  bisotte ; 
For  he  was  riche  and  clecrly  out  of  detto. 
Whan  it  was   day,   this  marchant  gan 

embrace 
His  wyf  ol  newe,  and  kisto  hir  on  hir  face. 
And  up    ho  gooth  and  makcth   it    ful 

tough. 
'  Namorc,'  quo<l  she,  *  by  god,  ye  have 

y-nough ! '  i57»> 

And  wantounly    ogayn    with    him    she 

pleyde;  (381) 

Til,  attc  laste,  that  this  Marchant  scyde, 
*  By  god,'  quod  he,  'I  am  a  litel  wrooth 
With  yow,  my  wyf,  al-thogh  it  bo  mo 

looth. 
And  woot  ye  why?   by  god,  as  that  I 

gesse,  1575 

lliat  ye  han  maad  a  maner  straungenesse 
Bitwixcn  me  and  my  cosyn  daun  John. 
Te  sholde  han  warned  me,  er  I  had  gon. 
That  ho  yow  hadde  an  hundred  frankes 

pived 
By  redy  tokene ;    and  heeld  him  yvel 

api^^ed,  1580 

For  that  I  to  him  spak  of  chcvisaunco, 
Ke  semed  so,  as  by  his  contenaunce.  (392) 
But  nathelees,  by  god  our  hcvene  king, 
I  thog^  nat  to  aace  of  him  no-thing. 


I  prey  thee,  wjrf,  ne  do  namore  so ;      1585 
Tel  me  alwey,  er  that  I  fro  thee  go, 
If  any  dettour  hath  in  myn  absence 
Y-pay6d  thee ;  lest,  thurgh  thy  necligcnce, 
I  mighte  him  axe  a  thing  that  ho  hath 

payed.'  (399)  1589 

This  wyt  was  nat  afered  nor  affrayod. 
But  boldely  she  seyde,  and  that  anon  : 
*  Mario,  I  defye  the  false  monk,  daun  John ! 
I  kei>e  nat  of  hise  tokenes  never  a  deel ; 
He  took  me  certein  gold,  that  woot  I  wcel ! 
What !  yvel  thedomonhis  monkessnoute ! 
For,  god  it  woot,  I  wende,  withouten  doute. 
That  he  had  yeve  it  me  bycause  of  yow. 
To  doon  ther-with  myn  honour  and  my 

prow, 
For  oosinago,  and  oek  for  bele  chore 
That  he  hath  had  ful  ofte  tymes  hero.  1600 
But  sith  I  see  I  stonde  in  this  disjoint,  (411) 
I  wol  answere  yow  shortly,  to  the  point. 
Ye  han  mo  slakker  dettours  than  am  I ! 
For  I  wol  pnye  yow  wel  and  redily 
Fro  day  to  day ;  and,  if  so  be  I  faille,  1O05 
I  am  j'our  wyf;  score  it  upon  my  taille, 
And  I  shal  paye,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  have  on  mj-n  arraj'. 
And  nat  on  wast,  bistowed  every  dceL 
And  for  I  have  bistowed  it  so  wcel      1610 
For  your  honour,  for  goddes  sake,  I  seye, 
As  be  nat  wrooth,  but  lat  us  laughe  and 

pleye.  (4^^) 

Ye  shal  my  joly  body  have  to  wedde ; 
By  god,  I  wol  nat  paye  yow  but  a-beddo. 
Forgive  it  me,  myn  owene  spouse  dero  ; 
Tume    hiderwonl    and    makoth    bettro 

chore.'  i6i6 

This    marchant    saugh    thcr   was    no 

rcme<lye. 
And,  for  to  chydo,  it  nere  but  greet  folytj, 
Sith  that  the  thing  may  nat  amended  bo. 
'  Now,  wj-f,'  he  scyde,  *  and  I  foryeve  it 

thee ;  16^0 

But,  by  thy  lyf,  no  bo  namore  so  large ; 
Keep  bet  our  g«xKl,  this  jrove  I  thee  in 

charge.'  (43*) 

Thus  ondcth  now  my  tale,   and  god  us 

sende 
Taling  y-nough,  un-to  our  ly^'os  cnde. 

Amen. 


Htra  •adath  the  Shipmannes  Tale. 
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] 


THE   PRIORESS'S    PROLOGUE. 


BiliQld  the  uiery  wordea  of  tlie  Ho»t  to  iht  ShlpTnftH  and  to  the 
lady  FriorcBae. 


'  Wf:i.  Beyd,  by  cftrput  dtrminu*,*  qmod  crar 

faoste,  1625 

'■  Snw  longfi  mcx>t  thou  snyle  by  the  o<»t{^ 
Rir  gentil  mtiister,  pf^ntil  mariiieer  ^ 
GihI  >*«%'«  tbia  tufink  it  thona&od  ]LMt  qiud 

yeer ! 
A  !irt  ?   iVlawt!? !   Wth  wRro  of  ffwioh«  » 

j'M*  ! 
The  nil  ink  pmtto  In  tli<}  moim^  hood  an 

niie,  1630 

Atifi  in  hl-i  Tryres  Ptk,  by  »mt  AuJtkt ! 
hrii*c4h  ii(^  inonkf:^  more  nn-to  yc«ir  In. 
But  now  ps^^  over,  and  Int  ntf  a&ke 

uboute, 


Wbo    afaAl    n<vw  t«Ue   liivt,  of   al  tllu 

Another  tftle;*    find  with  tliM  wonl  bn 
aayde^  i«^ 

Aa  cnrt*isly  n«  it  had  b«i»n  n  xn«ytlR^ 
*  My  lady  Priof^dw^  by  yoar  Icve, 
So  that  I  wiflto  I  ftbolde  y^jw  nat  ^^r^re^ 
I  woblet  dempn  tbat  ,vfj  telioti  «bold« 
A  tAli>  uf^xlf  U'  ina  were  thAi  j«  irLdd«L  i6«ti 
Now  wol  ye  TOTiche<-Banf,  my  lady  d«[r»y* 
^GLfidty,'   qnod   Bhe,   and  ec^yde  «■  j« 
Bhal  here.  [t^ 
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Lady  t  thy  bonntee,  thy  magnificence, 
Thy  rerto,  and  thy  grete  homilitee  1665 
Ther  may  no  tonge  ezpresse  in  no  science ; 
For  8om-t3rme,  lady,  er  men  praye  to  thee, 
Thon  gooet  bifom  of  thy  bcnignitee, 
A  nd  getest  u  the  light,  thurgh  thy  preyere. 
To  gyden  ns  nn-to  thy  »one  so  dere.     1670 

My  conning  is  so  wayk,  o  blisfol  qnene. 
For  to  declare  thy  grete  worthinesse,  ( jo) 
That  I  ne  may  the  weighte  nat  sostone, 
Bat  as  a  child  of  twelf  monthe  old,  or 
letse,  1674 

That  can  nnnethee  any  word  expresse, 
Right  so  fare  I,  and  therfor  I  yow  preye, 
Oydeih  my  song  that  I  shal  of  3row  seye. 
ExpliciL 

Hera  bigiimeth  the  Prioresses  Tale. 

Ther  was  in  Asie,  in  a  greet  oitee, 
Amongee  Cristen  folk,  a  Jewerye, 
Hiutened  by  a  lord  of  that  contree       1680 
For  foole  nsnro  and  lucre  of  vilanye. 
Hateful  to  Crist  and  to  his  companye ; 
And  thurgh  the  strete  men  mighte  ryde 

or  wende,  (41)  | 

For  it  was  free,  and  open  at  either  ende.     I 

A  litel  scole  of  Cristen  folk  ther  stood 
J>onn  at  the  ferther  ende,  in  which  ther  ! 

were  1686  ; 

Children  an  heep,  y-comen  of  Cristen 

Mood,  , 

That  lemed  in  that  scole  yeer  by  yere 
Swich  maner  doctrine  as  men  used  there. 
This  is  to  seyn,  to  singen  and  ho  rede,  i6(/)  I 
As  smale  children  doon  in  hir  childliede.  | 

Among  thise  children  was  a  widwes  sone, 
A  litel  clexgeon,  seven  yeer  of  age,        (51)  , 
That  day  by  day  to  scole  was  his  wone. 
And  eek  also,  wher-as  he  sangh  th'image    | 
Of  Cristes  moder,  hadde  he  in  usage. 
As  him  was  taught,  to  knele  adoun  and 

seye 
His  Ate  Marie,  as  he  goth  by  the  weye. 

Thus  hath  this  widwe  hir  litel  sone  y- 

taoght 
Our  bliaftil  lady,  Cristes  moder  dere,  1700 
To  wonhipe  ay,  and  he  forgat  it  naught, 


For  sely  child  wol  alday  sone  lere ;  (60) 
But  ay,  whan  I  remembre  on  this  matere, 
Seint  Nicholas  stant  ever  in  my  presence. 
For  he  so  yong  to  Crist  did  reverence.  17U5 

This  litel  child,  his  litel  book  leminge. 
As  he  sat  in  the  scole  at  his  prymer. 
He  Alma  redemptoris  herde  singe. 
As  children  lemed  hir  antiphoner ; 
And,  as  he  dorste,  he  drough  him  nor  and 
ner,  1710 

And  herkned  ay  the  wordes  and  the  note, 
Til  he  the  firste  vers  coude  al  by  rote.  (70) 

Noght  wiste  he  what  this  Latin  was  to 
seye. 

For  he  so  yong  and  tendre  was  of  age  ; 

But  on  a  day  his  felaw  gan  he  preye   1715 

Texxwunden  him  this  song  in  his  langage. 

Or  telle  him  why  this  song  was  in  usage  ; 

This  preyde  he  liim  to  construe  and  de- 
clare 

Ful  oite  tyme  upon  his  knowes  bore. 

His  felaw,  which  that  elder  was  than  he, 
,  Answerdo  him  thus :  *  this  song,  I  have 
I  herd  seye, 

I  Was  maked  of  our  blisful  lady  free,     (80) 
I  Hir  to  saluo,  and  eek  hir  for  to  preye 
,  To  been  our  help  and  sooour  whan  we 
I  deye,  1714 

'  I  can  no  more  exxwunde  in  this  matere ; 

I  leme  song,  I  can  but  smal  granunere.' 

I  *  And  is  this  song  maked  in  reverence 
I  Of  Cristes  moder  ? '  seyde  this  innocent  ; 

*  Now  certes,  I  wol  do  my  diligence     1749 

To  conne  it  al,  er  Cristemasse  is  went ; 

Thoiigh  that  I  for  my  piymer  shal  be 
shcnt. 

And  shal  bo  beten  thr3r9s  in  an  houre,  (90; 

I  wol  it  conne,  our  lady  for  to  honoure.* 

His  felaw  taughte  him  homward  prively, 
Fro  day  to  day,  til  he  coude  it  by  rote. 
And  than  he  song  it  wel  and  boldely 
Fro  word  to  word,  acording  with  the  note ; 
TwyGs  a  day  it  passed  thurgh  his  throte. 
To  scoleward  and  homward  whan  ho 
wente ;  1739 

On  Cristes  moder  set  was  his  entente. 


:oo 
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Aa  I  have  ecyi],  tlmr^h-ont  tho  Jowerje 
Tliis  littl  child,  its  he  €4\m  ion-nd  fro^  (100) 
Fnl  niiorily  tliAti  wolile  bo  singe,  and  cijb 

The  flwefnoa  Imth  his  hf-H^*  percedao  1745 
Of  CriiitPK  modr^r,  thnf,  ^o  hir  to  proye. 
He  can  nat  stiiito  of  giii|jriiigr  by  the  weyu. 

Onr  firsts  fn,  the  flt^riwot  SnthflJiBii, 
ThiiE  hftth  in  J«?wt^  hurte  hia  wiLiqi€>s  nest, 
U[»  «wal,  and  scidt?,    ^0  HifbHiik  peplOn, 

jdlfi3  r  T75)i> 

Is  tluM  TO  ynw  (L  thin^  Unit  b  Uonc^ 
'I'lijvt  Hwirh  II  Iwty  bIjilI  ^tiilkc^u  lig  hitn  leat 
III  ytynr  dospyt,  flucL  sin^  of  swjch  pen- 

lonrt*,  (111) 

Which  b  ftgajTi  yonf  Uwcs  iie^et«iio«  ? ' 

Fm  thtnticsfl  forth  the  .Tewes  ban   con- 
^  spyred  1755 

^      Tills  in  n^  wont  out  of  this  world  t«  cihao^^ 
All  botnicyrle  tbor-to  hiin  tboy  hyrod, 
That  In  (in  aloy  hsidde  11  privee  plaefl ; 
And  ds  tho  chihl  gan  for-by  for  to  jmoe, 
"^P    This  cRTised  Ji^w   bim  hente  and  boeld 
^  him  fiutto^  t76n 

<r       And   kittb  his  tbrot^,  nnd  in  a  pit  him, 
cn4i;o. 


With  face  pale  of  ditHle  aad  bi*y  tho^bt, 
Sb  0  b  fith  at  so^lfi  and  ellcd^wher  Jiijxi  ae^h  t» 
TU  finally  she  gnu  oo  for  cffpye  ifli 

That  he  last  *eyn  waa  in  tito  JewcuTe.  <i|ii} 

With  modr^s  pi  tea  in  hir  hr«<t  endo^ctl, 
She  gtyjth,  03  she  were  h«lf  out  of  hir 

Rjinde^ 
To  evi^ry  pjiice  wber  «h*  hfttli  vapposMi 
By  lyklihedo  hir  Utel  child  to  tSndo ;  i?*<i 
And  erer  on   Crisies  moder   moke  and 

kinds 
She  cr>du, and  atto  lasto thus shf^  wroj^ht^*, 
Amon^  tho  cuT«e>d  Jeweaa  fihe  hiin  soght^i 

She  fi-aj's^^th  and  she  prcyfiih  plvinal^ 
To  every  Jew  that  dvrelte  in  thillce  plae& 
To  telle  hir,  if  hir  child  wente  oght  for-!]y. 
Thoy  9vyii&,  *  nay  *  j  but  Jcsn,  of  his  gfTM*, 
Yftf  in  hir  thonght,  in  vat  h  A  litel  space, 
ThAt  ID  that  plflyCM*  uftor  hir  sone  tha  erj^ 
Wlier  he  wai  Dut«n  in  &  pil  biii^a.    179* 

O  grete  god,  that  parfottmeet  ihy  taud«^ 
By  tnonth  of  innocent  j^  lo  heer  tAty  mi^hi ! 
This  gvniTne  of  chastitee,  this  eniemudiv 
Ai*d  eek  of  martlrdotn  the  rnhy  bright  * 
Tber  be  with  throte  j  corven  l&y  nprijrht. 
He  *  Atm*i  red^mptorii^  gun  Ig  ^ingi^   ntMi 
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That  of  this  mordre  wiste,  and  that  anon  ; 
He  nolde  no  swich  caraednesse  obser\'e. 
Yvel  shal  have,  that  yvel  vol  deserve. 
Therfor  with  wilde  hors  he  dide  hem 
drawe,  ,  (181) 

And  alter  that  he  heng  hem  by  the  lawe. 

Up-on  his  here  ay  lyth  this  innocent  1835 
Bifom  the  chief  autor,  whyl  masse  histe, 
And  after  that,  the  abbot  with  his  covent 
Han  sped  hem  for  to  bnrien  him  ful  faste ; 
And    whan    they  holy  water    on    liim 

caste, 
Yet  spak  this  child,  whan  spreynd  was 

holy  water,  1850 

And  aong — *  O  Alma  redemptorU  mater  ! ' 

This  abbot,  which  that  was  an  holy  man 
As  monkes  been,  or  elles  oghten  be,   (191) 
This  yonge  child  to  conjure  he  bigan, 
And  seydc,  *  o  dere  child,  I  halse  thee. 
In  verta  of  the  holy  Trinitee,  1836 

Tol  me  what  is  thy  cause  for  to  singe, 
8ith  that  thy  throte  is  cut,  to  my  sem- 
inge?' 

*  If  y  throte  is  cut  nn«to  my  nekke-boon,' 
Seyde  this  child,  *  and,  as  by  woy  of  kinde, 
I  sholde  have  deyod,  ye,  longe  t^'me  agoon. 
But  Jesu  Crist,  as  ye  in  bokos  finde,  (itx)) 
Wil  that  his  glorio  laste  and  be  in  minde ; 
And,  for  the  worship  of  bis  moder  dere. 
Yet  may  I  singe  **  O  Alma "  loudo  and 
dere.  1845 

This  wello  of  mercy,  Cristes  moder  swcte, 
I  lovede  alwoy,  as  after  my  conninge ; 
And  whan  that  I  my  l3rf  sholde  forleto. 
To  me  she  cam,  and  bad  me  for  to  singe 
This  antem  vcrraily  in  my  deyinge,    1850 


As  ye  han  herd,  and,  whan  that  I  had 

songe. 
Me  tboughte,  she  leyde  a  greyn  up-on  my 

tongo.  (jig) 

Wherfor  T  singe,  and  singe  I  moot  certeyn 
In  honour  of  that  blisfVil  mayden  free. 
Til  fro  my  tonge  of-takcn  is  the  greyn ; 
And  afterward  thus  seyde  she  to  mo, 
*'  My  litel  child,  now  wol  I  fecche  thee 
Whan  that  the  greyn  is  fro  thy  tonge 
y-take ;  1858 

Be  nat  agast,  I  wol  thee  nat  forsake." ' 

This  holy  monk,  this  abbot,  him  mcne  I, 
Him  tonge  out-^caughte,  and  took  a*wey 

the  grojm, 
And  ho  yaf  up  the  goost  ful  softely.   (220) 
And  whan  this  abbot  had  this  wonder 

seyn, 
His  salte  teres  trikled  doun  as  reyn,  1864 
And  gruf  ho  fil  al  plat  upon  the  grounde* 
And  stille  he  lay  as  he  had  been  y-bounde. 

The  covent  eek  lay  on  the  pavement 
Weping,  and  herien  Cristes  mo<ler  dcro. 
And  after  that  they  r>'se,  and  forth  ben 
wont,  1869 

And  toke  awey  this  martir  fro  his  bore, 
And  in  a  tombe  of  marbul-stones  clere 
Knclosen  they  his  litel  body  swete  ;    (230) 
Ther  he  is  now,  god  levo  us  for  to  mete. 

O  yongo  Hugh  of  Lincoln,  slayn  also 

Willi  cursed  Jowes,  as  it  is  notable,    1S75 

For  it  nis  but  a  litel  whyle  ago  ; 

Preyo  oek  for  us,  we  sinful  folk  unstable, 

Thnt,  of  his  mercy,  go<l  so  mcrciablo 

On  UH  his  grete  mercy  multiplyo,        (237) 

For  reverence  of  his  moder  Marye.   Ameu« 


Here  is  ended  the  Prioresses  Tale. 


B.    Ij^rofogue  <9  ^iv  ^$9ipM,     [r.  laSn-t^jt. 


PROLOGUE  TO   SIR  THOPAS. 


BUioM  tht  ffiurye  ^ord«ft  of  tbe  Hoftt  to  Cti&iicer. 


Whmh  sf*yf!  wa^  al  tliifi  mirackj  ^Vftiy  man 
As  fuibrE*  TT115,  ilmt  wonder  waa  ta  see, 
Til  thzit  our  lioet^*  jfipcn  tha  bigi&a, 
And  tlmn  at  r^rst  hu.  lokixl  up-on  me^ 
And  »i^3*dd  tlinB,  *  what  nmn  arlow  ?  '  quod 
he;  i^s 

*Thf>tv  l^kest  as  tlmu  w<}ldeet  finde  an 

For  *?vi?r  D|iH<in  tliu  (froniid  1  see  tbea  Htare. 

Approclici  ne^  r,  iinJ  I  oka  np  mcrily. 
Now  -war  yow,  sirs,  and  lat  this  mnn  bars 

place  ; 
Mf  in  the  wiuiflt  is  ^hiipe  nfl  wel  as  I ;  1890 
TJiis  were  n  iM>pct  in  an  urm  t'onbraoe  {11} 


For  any  yvommaja^  zmal  and  fair  of  £m*^ 
He  BAitioth  elvish  by  hl^  ronteoaitncst 
For  un-^to  no  wigbt  doolh  ho  daUiuiaec. 

S&y  now  fiomwhat^  ain  ciher  folk  haa 

*»yd ;  li*;^ 

Td  ua  a  tnle  of  mJrthe,  and  that  an<Km  ;'-* 

^  Host*^,'  qniMl  r^  '  DO  both  TUftt  jvel  apnn^, 

For  other  talc  cert-etf  crti  I  noon, 

But  of  a  ryma  I  I^mpd  \oUge  aj^oou.* 

*  Ye^  that  is  good^^  qtiofl  be ;  ^  now  tkol 

we  here  igm 

Som  deyntee  thing,  mo  ihmkcib  bj?  bii 

ehere*'  {mi) 


T.  1 3672-1 3761.] 


B.     ^iv  "iC^OlfM. 


503 


Fal  many  a  mayde,  bright  in  boor, 
They  moome  for  him,  paramour, 

Whan  hem  were  bet  to  slepe ; 
Bat  h^was  ohast  ^ift  no  lechonr,        1955 
And  sweet  as  is  the  bremble-^ar  '  ** 

That  beret  h  the  rede  hepe. 

And  so  bifel  up-on  a  day, 
For  sothe,  as  I  yow  telle  may. 

Sir  Thopas  wolde  oat  ryde  ;  1940 

He  worth  apon  his  stedo  gray,  (40) 

And  in  his  honde  a  laancegay, 

A  long  swerd  by  his  syde. 

He  priketh  thargh  a  fair  forest, 
Ther-inne  is  many  a  wildo  best,  1945 

Ye,  bothe  bukke  and  hare ; 
And,  as  he  priketh  north  and  est, 
I  telle  it  yow,  him  hadde  almest 

Bitid  a  sory  care.  1949 

Ther  springcn  herbcs  grete  and  smale, 
The  lycozys  and  oetewalc,  (50) 

And  many  a  clowo-gilofre  ; 
And  notemagc  to  pntte  in  ale, 
Whether  it  be  moysto  or  stale. 

Or  for  to  leye  in  cofre.  1955 

The  briddes  singe,  it  is  no  nay. 
The  sparhaak  and  the  papejay, 

That  jitye  it  was  to  here  ;^. 
The  thrastclcok  made  eck  k^lay. 
The  wodedowve  apon  the  sprays*^*     1960 


She 


fill  loade  and  clere. 


Sir  Thopas  fil  in  love-longingo 

Al  whan  ho  herde  the  thrastel  singe. 

And  prikcKl  as  he  were  wood : 
His  faire  stede  in  his  prikinge  1965 

80  swatte  that  men  mighte  him  wringe. 

His  ^ydes  were  al  blood. 

Sir  Thopas  eek  so  wery  was 
For  prikinge  on  the  sofle  gras. 

So  fiers  was  his  corage,  1970 

That  doan  ho  leyde  him  in  tliat  plas    (ju) 
To  make  his  stede  som  solas. 

And  yaf  him  good  forage. 

*  O  seinte  Marie,  ben'dU  ! 
What  eyleth  this  love  at  me  1975 

To  binde  me  so  sore  ? 


Me  dremed  al  this  night,  pardee, 
An  elf-qaeen  shal  my  lemman  be, 
And  slepe  ander  my  gore. 

An  olf-qaoen  wol  I  love,  y-wis,  i98t) 

For  in  this  world  no  womman  is  (80) 

Worthy  to  be  my  make  [T.  1^722 

In  tonne ;  [T.  1373a 

Alle  othere  wommen  I  forsake,  [T.  13733 

And  to  an  elf-qaeen  I  me  take  1985 

By  dale  and  eek  by  doane  ! ' 

In-to  his  sadel  he  clamb  anoon, 
And  priketh  over  style  and  stoon 

An  elf-<iaeen  for  t'espye, 
Til  he  so  longo  had  riden  and  goon     1990 
That  he  fond,  in  a  privee  woon,  (90) 

The  contree  of  Fairye  [T.  13731 

80  wilde ;  [T.  13734 

For  in  that  contree  was  ther  noon 
•fThat  to  him  dorste  ryde  or  goon,       1995 

Neither  wyf  ne  childe. 

Til  that  ther  cam  a  greet  goaant. 
His  name  was  sir  Olifaant, 

A  pcriloas  man  of  dede ; 
He  seyde,  *  child,  by  Termagaant,       louo 
Bat-if  thoa  prike  oat  of  myn  haunt,  (km)) 

Anon  I  slee  thy  stede  [T.  13743 

With  mace.        [T.  13743 
Heer  is  the  queen  of  FayCrye, 
With  harpe  and  pype  and  simphonyo  nx^ 

Dwelling  in  this  place.* 

The  child  sejrde,  *  al-so  mote  I  thee, 
Tomorwe  wol  I  mete  thee 

Whan  I  have  myn  armoure ; 
And  yet  I  hope,  par  ma  fay^  aoio 

That  thou  shalt  with  this  launoegay  (no) 

Abyen  it  ful  soure ;  [T.  13753 

Thy  mawe  [T.  13753 

Shal  I  percen,  if  I  may, 
Er  it  bo  fully  pryme  of  day,  31)15 

For  hoor  thou  shalt  be  slawe.' 

Sir  Thopas  drow  abak  ful  faste ; 
This  geaunt  at  him  stones  caste 

Out  of  a  fel  staf-slinge ; 
But  faire  escapeth  child  Thopas,         3030 
And  al  it  was  thurgh  goddes  gra%      (i3u) 

And  thargh  his  fair  beringe. 
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[t.  1376; 


ML^rier  {Lmi  f  ho  iiigUtinj^ialot 

Fur  nnw  I  wul  yow  ronne  aojj 

llijw  sir  TlioprL'i  wiHi  Rytiina  «malBf 
Prikhig  Mvor  Lil  ami  dnle^ 

Kia  intMni?  men  rt^mAmlod  ha 

To  nixLk?  liiin  but  bo  p^me  and  giim^     2030 

Fur  utrli^s  imiAtu  hi;  %hte  (iju) 

"With  a  ^i^fiuiit  Mdrb  1i(?vedoiP  throe, 
For  ]tfiriainjur  flnij  J  r  ill  tea 

Of  cxm  that  phouti  iul  brjglito. 

*I)o  come/  hi*  Sf^y^lp,  *  my  minstmles,  ^155 
And  gesi«Jur!i,  for  ti*  t<  Ih^n  talc* 

AnuTi  in  inyn  iirniiiigo  ; 
Of  n pn uiii r'l  .t  t  b rt t  1  lor'n  miy f^lfis^ 
Of  popofl  iui'l  [tt  tardiiialflB^ 

An  J  t*€k  i;if  Idvo-lyltmge/  Jii44;i 

Tbpy  fetlo  hiin  lirst  tb^  Bw<jte  Wyti,    i.^'^) 
Anfl  uiotln  f^yk  hi  n  mtisclyn. 

And  f 03  ill  s|>ii  I  ryo 
Of  finngebrt*&iJ  tbut  wiMS  fnl  fyn* 

With  PDgrt'  Ibftt  itf  so  tryo, 

Hu  tlliin  next  hisi  Vib^tij  ler© 
CH' 4  lor  lib  i*f  Irike?  lyn  and  clijro 


His  wbdel  wb«  nf  nwel-lwoxk^ 
Hui  lirydfll  as  thu  eanne  sbcicmi 
Or  Ad  the  mane  li^hu 


->3MSJ 


*3jn 


(*7at 


^B  spera  ^wtti  of  %ii  cipmc*. 
That  bcKleth  werre^  and  no-thing  ] 

The  heed  ful  nh&rtri!i  y-grotiiide; 
His  strode  wiw  nl  rUppi?!-^™^'* 
It  gix^h  an  flsihel  in  tb^  w«y  aof^ 

Fnl  aofitly  and  rotinde  fT.  11(8(5 

In1c¥tic)«v     fT,  ij«t5 
Lo,  lordea  m jne^  hwr  ia  a  fill  IJ^li^ 

If  ye  wfsl  any  more  of  it,     *"     N.4i*^«^tfV  f 

To  telle  it  wol  I  fondOL  jvA) 


iTke  Second  J^ITtl 


I 


How  hold  your  mantlif  ptir  chJiriUA^   (ii 
Botho  koight  and  Lidy  fr^^ 

And  hcrkucth  to  tay  spellei 
Of  hataOlA  and  of  ehiviilfyj 
And  of  Ifttljes  lovft-drturf  xj^ 

Anon  I  wol  yow  telle. 

Men  dpoko  of  nnnA^ces  ot  prys. 
Of  Horn  dliiJrl  and  of  Yivjtys, 

Of  Bevii  and  sir  Oy, 
0  f  K  i  r  Li  1 H  n  IX  a  1 3  ^  i  Tk^vn-iJ  a  jpn*:m  r ;        *Tfn 
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PROLOGUE   TO    MELIBEUS. 


*No  more  of  this,  for  goddefl  dignitee/ 
Qaod  oure  hostef  *for  thou  makest  me  31 10 
80  wery  of  thy  verray  lewednesse 
That,  alflo  wi«ly  god  my  sonle  blesses 
Myn  eres  aken  of  thy  drasty  speche ; 
Now  Bwiche  a  rym  the  devel  I  biteche  f 
This  may  wel  be  rym  dogerel/  quod  he. 

*  Why  io?  *  quod  I,  *  why  wiltow  lette  me 
More  of  my  tale  than  another  man, 

Sin  that  it  is  the  beste  rym  I  can  ?  *     (10) 
*By  god,*   quod  he,   *for  plejmly,   at 

a  word. 
Thy  drasty  ryming  is  nat  worth  a  tord ; 
Thou  doost  nought  elles  but  despendest 

tyme,  2121 

Sir,  at    o  word,   thou  shalt   no  lenger 

ryme. 
Lat  see  wher  thou  canst  tellen  aught  in 

geste. 
Or  telle  in  prose  somwhat  at  the  leste 
In  which   ther  be  som  mirthe  or  Bom 

doctrjme.'  2125 

*  Gladly,*  quod  I,  *by  goddes  swete  pyne, 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  litel  thing  in  prose. 
That  oghte  lyken  yow,  as  I  suppose,     (ao) 
Or  elles,  certes,  ye  been  to  daungerous. 
It  is  a  moral  tale  vertuous,  3130 
Al  bs  it  told  som-tyme  in  sondry  wyse 
Of  scmdry  folk,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 


As  thus ;  ye  woot  that  every  evangelist. 
That  telleth  us  the  peyne  of  Jesu  Crist, 
Ne  saith  nat  al  thing  as  his  felaw  dooth. 
But  natheles,  hir  sentence  is  al  sooth,  a  1.^6 
And  alle  acorden  as  in  hir  sentence, 
Al  be  ther  in  hir  telling  difference.      Cv) 
For  somme  of  hem  aeyn  more,  and  sonuno 

lesse, 
Whan  they  his  pitous  passioun  expresse  ; 
I  mene  of  Mark  [and]  Mathew,  Luk  and 

John;  ai4i 

But  doutelees  hir  sentence  is  al  oon. 
Therfor,  lordinges  alle,  I  yow  biseohe, 
If  that  ye  thinke  I  varie  as  in  my  speche, 
As  thus,  thogh  that  I  telle  som-what  more 
Of  proverbes,  than  ye  han  herd  bifore. 
Comprehended  in  this  litel  tretis  here. 
To  enforce  with  the  th*effect  of  mymaterc. 
And  thogh  I  nat  the  same  wordes  seye  (41 ) 
As  ye  han  herd,  yet  to  yow  alle  I  preye, 
Blameth  me  nat ;  for,  as  in  my  sentence, 
Ye  shul  not  fynden  moche  difference 
Fro  the  sentence  of  this  tretis  lyte 
After  the  which  this  merj'  tale  I  wr3rte. 
And  therfor  herkneth  what  that  I  shal 

seye,  2155 

And  lat  me  tellen  al  my  tale,  I  preye.*  (48) 

ExpUcU, 


THE    TALE    OF    MELIBEUS. 

Here  Mginneth  Chancers  Tale  of  Melibee. 


)  1.  A  yong  man  called  Melibeus, 
mighty  and  riche,  bigat  npK>n  his  wyf 
that  called  was  Prudence,  a  doghter 
which  that  called  was  Sophie./ 

$  a.  Upon  a  day  bifel,  that  he  for  his 
desport  is  went  in-to  the  feeldes  him  to 
pl^ye.  /     His  wyf  and  eek  his  doghter 


hath  he  loft  in  with  his  hous,  of  which  the 
dores  weren  fast  y-shette.  /  Three  of  hi<i 
olde  foos  han  it  espyed,  and  setten  laddres 
to  the  walles  of  his  hous,  and  by  the 
windowes  been  entred,  /  and  betten  his  2160 
wjrf,  and  wounded  his  doghter  with  fyve 
mortal  woundes  in  fyve  sondry  places  ;  / 


5o6 


B.    Z^i  Z^ti  of  (niififieue. 


['-' 


tiJ^J 


tliLa  If  tci  6&^ti^  in  bir  foot,  in  bir  hiuiidefl, 
in  liir  crcfl,  in  hir  noSL\  ami  in  hir  month  i 
imd  Ic-JYen  Lir  for  deed,  lUid  wentea 
awey.  / 

g  &,  Whan  Mulibens  retonrfied  wna  1q^ 
^j  Lift  hoiis,  and  sangh  &l  thb  mmchUif^ 
ho,  lyk  B  nmd  man,  rendinge  hi^  cli^tkoOf 

g  1,  rrudtiiicQ  )iij9  wyf^  na  fdribrth  as 
she  durst  Of  bi^oght^  him  of  his  wiping  for 
to  Btlnta  )  /  hut   nat   for-thy  he  gan  to 

^ift5  crye  aiid  wi^pen  t^vor  lenger  tlie  morsx  / 
g  5.  This  nohlo  wyf  Prudoiico  rctmcim- 
bered  liir  np€>ii  the  e^ntence  of  Ovide,  in 
hL«  book  thnt  clepi^nl  k  The  Bomedlfi  of 
IjOvp,  ^hpr-iijj  h«  i^elth  ;  /  '  he  i«  o  fotd 
Hi  at  di^toufbciith  the  mudei'  to  wejien  in 
tlie  deoth  of  hir  qhild^  tE  ah&  have  wept 
bir  filk*,  na  for  a  c&rtoin  tymo  ;  /  aiid 
thannti  shal  man  ikxon  hia  diligc^ne^o  with 
iMniii^blo  wordt'i}  hir  to  nei^onibrteT  and 
preyen  bir  of  hir  weping  for  to  *tijate.-  / 
For  which  Ft^^un  tliis  noUe  wyf  Prndonea 
saffred  hir  hniisboiid  for  to  wejie  and  cryo 
tid  for  a  certain  Rpa<!«  ;  /  and  whan  bIipo 
siiRgh  hir  tyuivi,  she  eeyde  him  in  ihia 
wysc?»     *  AlhkSf  my  lord,'  qnod  sho,  '  why 

2170  make  ye  yonrHBidf  for  to  be  lyk  a  fii^d  ?  / 
For  Qothe,  it  aperteneth   nat  to  a  wys 


and  w«pen  with  awieh  folk  aa  wepm**f 
But  tbogh  attompriec  wepiii^  W  f* 
gnanntodi  ontragoons  woping  cat%im  li 
dofend  ed*  /  Me«tura  of  wvpmg  h  hold*  bl 
Conaiflercidii  af^fir  tbe  hint  thi^l  techg't}],  II 
Sflntk.  /  *'  Whan  that  thy  frwad  If 
deotl/^  qnod  ha,  '*  hat  nat  tlijiie  (jy«i  w 
moyst43  h«en  of  t«re»,  ne  to  mneha  drjf  i 
jklthfi^h  the  iertiS  come  to  ibyne  eyea^  IM 
hem  nnt  faUfi.''  /  And  wh&n  khoaa,  hail 
for-gmn  thy  fret^nd^  do  dUiganflei  Ut  fit* 
anotiier  freend  ;  and  this  is  more  wytdvm 
than  for  to  wepe  for  ihy  Ireaod  wbM 
that  thou  hodt  li>rn ;  for  th^r-injie  ii  Of* 
bot&  /  And  therfons  if  ye  ^n'ania  jmw 
by  sapienee,  ptit  nwey  aorwa  <m%  of  yMT 
h  arte,  /  Bjd  tnnm  br e  yow  th  at.  J««nt  Sywit 
seith  ;  *'  a  man  that  i«  jojona  and  gl&i  iM. 
berte,  it  him  conserv^th  floriwhing  in  hit 
Og^o  ;  bnt  sc>4:>th]y  aorweinl  h«9rtia  maki^h 
hm  boii«s  dry  IS."  /  He  setitb  eek  thtaudi 
^^tbat  BOTW&  in  herte  sleoth  fn^l  mMas 
a  man/'  /  Salomon  aelt  h  t  ^'  that,  df^ 
as  motthijia  in  tho  abepG^  flif<ja  onoydb  to 
thu  clothes,  and  ibo  anialu  wnrtnce  to  tJw 
tre^T  rigbt  «to  unoyoth  botwo  to  llM 
horte*"  /  Wherfoi*<>  ns  oghtc,  a<  wd  la 
tb^  dooth  of  onr  oliUiinm  as  in  the  loal  1 
of  OUT  ^wdei»  tempoi'elat  ha^^c^  iwcieiieii  /    | 
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Prudence,  this  Melibeos  leet  caUen  a  ^rect 
connfregacioon  of  folk;  /  as  sargiens, 
phiBiciens,  olde  folk  and  yonge,  and 
somxne  of  hise  olde  enemsrs  reoonsiled  as 
hy  hir  aemblaont  to  his  love  and  in-to  his 

195  grace ;  /  and  ther-with-al  ther  comen 
somme  of  bise  neighebores  that  diden 
him  reverence  more  for  drede  than  for 
love,  as  it  happeth  ofte.  /  Ther  comon 
also  fill  many  subtile  flatereres,  and  wyse 
advocats  lemed  in  the  lawe.  / 

§  9.  And  vrhan  this  folk  togidre  as- 
sembled weren,  this  Melibeus  in  sorweful 
wyse  shewed  hem  his  cas  ;  /  and  by  the 
manere  of  his  speche  it  semed  that  in 
faert«  he  Itar  a  cruel  ire,  redy  to  doon 
Tengeannce  up-on  hise  fooe,  and  sodeynly 
desired  that  the  werro  sholdo  biginne  ;  / 
but  nathelecs  jret  axed  he  hir  conseil  upon 

«K>  this  matcre^    A  siirglen,  by  licence  an^ 
'   assent  of  swiche  as  wercn  wyse,  up  roo8^ , 
and    nn-to  Melibeus  seyde  as    ye  may 
here.  / 

§  10.  *  Sir,'  quod  ho,  '  as  to  us  surgiens 
aperteneth,  that  wo  do  to  every  wight  the 
beste  that  we  can,  wher-os  we  been  with- 
holde,  and  to  our  pocients  that  we  do  no 
damage;  /  wherfore  it  happeth,  many 
tyme  and  ofte,  that  whan  twey  men  han 
everich  wounded  other,  oon  same  surgion 
beleth  hem  bothe  ;  /  wherefore  nn-to  our 
art  it  is  nat  pertinent  to  norico  worre,  ne 
parties  to  supporte.  /  But  certes,  as  to 
the  warisshinge  of  your  doghter,  al-be-it 
so  that  she  perilously  be  wounded,  wo 
shnllen  do  so  ententif  bisincsse  fro  day 
to  night,  that  with  the  grace  of  god  she 
shal  be  hool  and  sound  as  sone  as  is 

IJU5  possible.'  /  Almost  right  in  the  same 
wyse  the  phiticiens  answerden,  save  that 
they  seyden  a  fewe  wordes  more :  /  *That, 
right  as  maladyes  been  cured  by  hir 
contraries,  right  so  sliul  men  warissho 
werre  by  vcngeaunce. '  /  His  neighebores. 
All  of  envye,  his  fejrned  froendes  that 
semeden  roconsiled,  and  his  flatereres,  / 
maden  semblant  of  weping,  and  em- 
peireden  and  agreggeden  muchel  of  this 
matere,  in  preising  greetly  Melibee  of 
might,  of  power,  of  richesse,  and  of 
ftvendes,  despysinge  the  power  of  his 


adversaries,  /  and  seiden  outrely  that  he 
anon  sholde  wreken  him  on  his  foos  and 
biginne  werre.  /  32U* 

§  11.  Up  roofl  thanne  an  advocat  that 
was  wys,  by  leve  and  by  conseil  of  ot  here 
that  were  wyse,  and  seyde :  /  '  Lordinges, 
the  nede  for  which  we  been  assembled  in 
this  place  is  a  ful  hevy  thing  and  an 
heigh  matere,  /  by-cause  of  the  wrong 
and  of  the  wikkednesse  that  hath  be 
doon,  and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  greto 
damages  that  in  tyme  oominge  been 
possible  to  fallen  for  this  same  cause ;  / 
and  eek  by  resoun  of  the  grete  richesse 
and  power  of  the  parties  bothe ;  /  for  the 
whicho  rcsouns  it  were  a  ful  greet  peril 
to  erren  in  this  matere.  /  Wherfore,  aii^ 
Melibeus,  this  is  our  sentence :  we  con- 
scille  yow  aboven  alle  thing,  that  right 
anon  thou  do  thy  diligence  in  kepingo  of 
thy  propre  persone,  in  swioh  a  wyse  that 
thou  ne  wante  noon  espye  ne  wacche,  thy 
body  for  to  save.  /  And  ailer  that  wo 
conscille,  that  in  thyn  hous  thou  sctte 
sufTisant  garnisoun,  so  that  they  may  as 
wel  thy  body  as  thyn  hous  defcndo.  / 
But  certea,  for  to  moove  worre,  or  so- 
deynly for  to  doon  vengeaunce,  we  may 
nat  domen  in  so  litol  tyme  that  it  were 
profitable.  /  Wherfore  we  axon  loyser 
and  espace  to  have  deliberacioun  in  this 
cas  to  deme.  /  For  the  commune  proverbo 
seith  thus :  '*  ho  that  sone  demeth,  sonu 
shal  repento."  /  And  eek  men  seyn  that  JJ^tt 
thilke  juge  in  w}*s,  that  sone  under- 
stondeth  a  matere  and  jnggeth  by  lej'sor.  / 
For  ul-be-it  so  that  alio  tarying  be 
anoyful,  algates  it  is  nat  to  reprove  in 
yevinge  of  jugement,  ne  in  vengeance- 
taking,  whan  it  is  sufllisant  and  roson- 
ablo.  /  And  that  shewed  our  lord  Josu 
Crist  by  ensamplo;  for  whan  that  the 
womman  tliat  was  taken  in  avoutrie  was 
broght  in  his  presence,  to  knowen  what 
sholde  be  doon  with  hir  i)ersone,  ol-be-it 
so  that  he  wiste  wel  him-self  what  that 
he  wohle  answere,  yet  ne  woldo  he  nut 
answcre  sodeynly,  but  he  wolde  have 
deliberacioun,  and  in  the  ground  he 
wroot  twyes.  /  And  by  thise  causes  we 
azen  deliberacioun,  and  we  shal  thanne, 


by  the  griM^e  of  gwl,  <?oji«&iUe  theo  thing 
tbat  bIiaI  be  pTofitabl**.'/ 

%  12.  Up  fit.irt4'ii  thiLnne  thft  y<mK«  ^^^k 
nt^neBf  nnd  the  moftto  pairtio  of  that 
eompuije  han  ncomed  the  ol'Je  wyae 
iii«ii^  and  bi^nnen  to  maka  uoyse}  and 

3^^S  BBjden  :  tbivt,  /  right  bo  tus  whyl  that  iren 
ia  boot,  men  ibuUIun  smvt*,  riglit  eo»  men 
Eiboldc  wreken  hir  wrongGi  whyli)  that 
they  been  iVesshti  and  no  we  ;  and  witb 
Irrad  Tf>ys  they  crjclen,  *  werre  I  wenne  V/ 
Up  rwis  Iho  oon  of  thine  ^Ida  wyao,  And 
■with  hin  band  made  contonautico  that 
men  «bold<i  holden  ht?m  atUle  and  yt^ren 
Mm  andjcnco.  /  '  Liirdijigea,'  quod  ho, 
'  th«r  is  fnl  many  a  man  tbat  oi^yetb 
''*  werte  \  werre  V  that  woot  ful  lit^l  what 
wemre  amnnnti^thH  /  Werre  at  bia  bi- 
giunin^  bath  my  gr&ift  an  entret^  and  im 
iorgt^j  tbat  every  wight  may  cntre  wban 
bim  lyketh^  and  lightly  flntle  warre*  / 
Biit^  eertflft,  what  ende  tbat  ihal  tbei^^f 

jjjDo  bifaltef  it  is  nat  lij^ht  t«  knowo>  /  For 
Bcrtbly,  whan  that  w<»rre  U  onei  bigonne, 
ther  is  fill  many  a  child  ntiborn  of  his 
mtKler^  that  phal  (tt^rve  yong  by-cauae  of 
that  like  werre,  or  ellc»  live  in  aorwe  knd 
dye  in  wrecchedntisse,  /  And  tber-fore, 
rr  tbat  any  wi<rre  biginne^  men   mrjsto 


g  la  Y«t  bndde   ihi»  Molibeiu  in  kii 

eonseil  znany  folk,  that  priv^lj  in  hit  Rfli 
etniBeiUed  bim  ciiirteyn  thing,  and  000* 
e«ill«id  bim  the  ooatraHo  In  neumtk 
aadience,  / 

WbfUi  Melibens  hadde  b«rd  thai  tl« 
gretteflte  partie  of  bia  comieil  wintn 
iicc-ord^  that  be  ahold e  maken  nfwm 
ancMin  he  consented  U>  hlr  Donoeillini^. 
and  fully  affermcd  hir  aentenca.  /  TbKfi^fl  Js 
dvne  Fradence^  whan  that  «be  Pinglt  ba« 
thnt  biT  hooAbonde  abnop  hin&  fer  t^ 
wreken  htm  on  hia  fooa,  And  to  biginju 
WDrre,  she  in  fal  hnmble  wyme^  wb«n  tthn 
aangh  hir  tyme,  ac^tde  him  tbise  w«»rd«B;/ 
'  My  lord/  qnod  she,  *  I  jow  bisecbui  it 
bfrtely  as  I  dar  and  can^  ne  hast#  fifv 
nat  to  fa«t^,  und  for  nils  gnerdoni  m 
ye  vet  h  me  andienc«.  /  For  Pi««3  Altoom 
Beitb  :  *^  whonflo  tbat  dooth  to  that  nAhtf 
good  or  hann^  haste  thee  n^t  to  qnytiU 
it  i  for  io  this  wyse  tby  fn>end  wol  abyd«i, 
and  tbyn  enemy  shal  the  lengur  livo  in 
drede."  /  The  prororba  eeith  :  *'  be  ha«fe«t|i 
wel  that  wyaely  can  abydo";  and  In 
wlkked  baate  !■  no  proflt^Y 

§  14»  This  MeJibee  anawiiml^  un-tolili 
wyf  Pmdenc« :  ^  I  purpoae  nut,*  quod  la, 
"  to  werke  by  tby  coosetl^  for  man^  tmta^H 
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m»  bandes  of  thy  ohildren.'V  And  also,  if 
I  wolde  werke  by  thy  oonseillixxg,  certes 
my  Gonseillins  mofte  torn  tyme  be  secree, 
til  it  were  tyme  that  it  moete  be  knowe ; 
and  thif  ne  may  noght  be.  /  [fFor  it  is 
writen,  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wommen 
can  hyden  thinges  that  tliey  witen 
udght/*  /  Fnrthermoref  the  philosophre 
Miith,  **in  wikked  oonaeil  wommen  ven- 
quiashe  men  " ;  and  for  thise  reeoons  I  ne 
ow  nat  men  thy  conaeiL*]  / 

§  16.  Whanno  dame  Pmdenoe,  fnl 
<lebonairly  and  with  greet  pacienoe, 
hadde  herd  al  that  hir  hoasbonde  lyked 
fur  to  aeye,  thanne  axed  she  of  him 
licence  for  to  speke,  and  seyde  in  this 
w>'Be.  /  *  My  lord/  quod  she,  '  as  to  your 
tirste  resoun,  oertes  it  may  lightly  been 
answered.  For  I  sejre,  that  it  is  no  folie 
to  channge  conseil  whan  the  thing  is 
rhaonged ;     or    elles    whan    the    thing 

^  semeth  otherweyes  than  it  was  bifom.  / 
And  more-over  I  seye,  that  though  ye  ban 
sworn  and  bihight  to  perfoume  your 
emprise,  and  nathelees  ye  weyve  to  per- 
(oiame  thilke  same  emprise  l>y  just« 
ranse,  men  sholde  nat  seyn  therefore  that 
ye  were  a  Iyer  ne  forsworn.  /  For  the 
book  seith,  that  "  the  wj'se  man  maketh 
no  lesing  whan  he  tumeth  his  corage  to 
the  bettre."  /  And  al-be-it  so  that  your 
emprise  be  establissed  and  ordeyned  by 
greet  multitude  of  folk,  yet  thar  ye  nat 
accomplice  thilke  same  ordinaunco  but 
yow  lyke.  /  For  the  tronthe  of  thinges 
and  the  profit  been  rather  founden  in 
fewe  folk  that  been  wyse  and  ful  of 
resoon,  than  by  greet  multitude  of  folk, 
ther  every  man  cryeth  and  olatereth  what 
that  him  lyketh.  Soothly  swich  multi- 
tude is  nat  honeste.  /  As  to  the  seconde 
resoan,  where-as  ye  seyn  that  '*alle 
wommen  been  wikke,**  save  your  grace, 
oertes  ye  despysen  alle  wommen  in  this 
wyse;  and  '*he  that  alle  despyseth  alle 

Cu  Oisplewth,"  as  seith  the  book./  And 
Senek  seith  that  **who-so  wole  have 
SBpience,  shal  no  man  dispreise ;  but  he 
ahaX  i^adly  techen  the  science  that  he 
can,  with-oaten  presumpcionn  or  pryde.  / 
And  swiohe  thinges  as  he  nought  ne  can, 


ho  shal  nat  been  ashamed  to  leme  hem 
and  enquere  of  lasse  folk  than  him-self."/ 
And  sir,  that  ther  hath  been  many 
a  good  womman,  may  lightly  be  proved./ 
For  certes,  sir,  our  lord  Jesu  Crist  wolde 
never  have  descended  to  be  bom  of 
a  womman,  if  alle  wommen  hadden  ben 
wikke.  /  And  after  that,  for  the  grete 
bountee  that  is  in  wommen,  our  lord  Jesu 
Crist,  whan  he  was  risen  fro  deeth  to 
lyve,  appeerod  rather  to  a  womman  than 
to  his  apostles.  /  And  though  that  220.5 
Salomon  seith,  that  *'he  ne  fond  never 
womman  good,**  it  folweth  nat  therfore 
that  alle  wommen  ben  wikke.  /  For 
though  that  he  ne  fond  no  good  wonunan, 
certes,  ful  numy  another  man  hath 
founden  many  a  womman  ful  good  and 
trewe.  /  Or  elles  per-aventure  the  en- 
tente of  Salomon  was  this ;  that,  as  iu 
sovereyn  bountee,  he  fond  no  womman ;  / 
this  is  to  seyn,  that  ther  is  no  wight  that 
hath  sovereyn  bountee  save  god  allone; 
as  he  him-self  recordeth  in  his  Evaun- 
gelie.  /  For  ther  nis  no  creature  so  good 
that  him  ne  wanteth  somwhat  of  the 
perfeccioun  of  god,  that  is  his  maker.  /  2^70 
Your  thridde  resoun  is  this :  ye  seyn  that 
"if  ye  govome  yow  by  toy  conseil,  it 
sholde  seme  that  ye  hadde  3reve  me  the 
maistrie  and  the  lordshipe  over  your 
persone."/  Sir,  save  your  grace,  it  is  nat 
so.  For  if  it  were  so,  that  no  man  sholde 
be  conseilled  but  only  of  hem  that  hadden 
lordshipe  and  maistrie  of  his  persone,  men 
wolden  nat  be  conseilled  so  ofbe.  /  For 
soothl>',  thilke  num  that  asketh  conseil  of 
a  purpoe,  yet  hath  he  free  chois,  wheither 
he  wole  werke  by  that  conseil  or  noon.  / 
And  as  to  your  fourthe  resoun,  ther  ye 
aeyn  that  "  the  janglerie  of  wommen  hath 
hid  thinges  that  they  woot  noght,"  as 
who  seith,  that  "  a  wonmian  can  nat  hydo 
that  she  woot  '* ;  /  sir,  thise  wordes  been 
understonde  of  wommen  that  been  jan- 
gloresses  and  wikked  ;  /  of  whiche  wom-  2275 
men,  men  seyn  that  "three  thinges 
dryven  a  man  out  of  his  hous ;  that  is  to 
seyn,  smoke,  dropping  of  reyn,  and 
wikked  wsrves** ;  /  and  of  swiche  wommen 
seith   Salomon,    that    "it   were    bettre    * 
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dwdlo  in  desert,  Uuun  witli  n  vmnmmn 
that  is  ri)Otom».^  /  Auri  sir,  by  ywnf  lov<?, 
tb»t  nm  nitt  I ;  /  for  yo  hun  ftil  cifte 
assayed  my  grete  Bilc'nc^^  fmcl  my  gr^t 
P«.i<?iit!e :  iimi  pc^k  h(>w  iwd  thftt  I  can 
hjdn  tktid  hcilt?  thitiges  that  mt^iu  u^hte 
Becri?^]y  t«  Lyde,  /  Ami  Hiftthly,  am  to 
y^ur  AfUiu  ptsoun,  whcr-aa  ye  scjn^  that 
"  in  wikkt<d  eonfleil  womnwn  T^mquinbe 
nueu  ^  I    god   wootf  tbilke    n«mui  tttant 

jj8m  h«ra  in  no  «t«do.  /  For  nndezvfctmd  now, 
ye  oaken  conAcil  to  do  wikjcedniuv^;  /nnd 
H'yo  Wrile  werltpn  wikkedDewo,  jmd  your 
wyf  HMrtrpytioth  thilko  wikkwl  piorpDV, 
And  *y?&rcompth  yow  by  nttcran  and  liy 
good  eotifif'il ;  /  oertes,  yimt  wyf  ogbt« 
mthvr  t<>  Iffi  p^vikhI  than  y-btumed*/ 
Thtm  ahuJde  ye  D-ndcT^tondo  the  philo^ 
■ophre  that  with,  **  in  wlkt^M  troaseil 
wojnni(?n  vcuqiiUishcn  liLr  hrHialir>nd€S.*"  / 
And  th{?r-[us  ye  blninon  alio  wimmien  and 
hif  rt^sftnnfl,  t  ahnl  all  owe  yow  \yy  manye 
ensampk^  tliat  many  a  wommaii  bath 
ben   fill  g^ood,   nnd  yet   been ;    and    liir 

mB$  oona&ils  ftil  brwbome  and  prwfitttble.  / 
^k  »>m  men  bun  spyd,  that  '*tiMi  can- 
aeUiini^  of  wntnnipn  is  oatbef  i0  do«^,  or 
ellei  to  lit«l  i»f  prin*.'*  /  But  nl-lic-it  so, 
tlmi  f^  many  h  Vfnaitnikn  is  bii'ldo,  And 


atlone ;  A&ke  Kvu  ti»  hita.  an  bel]k  iosV 
lab1<«  to  kimw^li*/^  /  Hen^  m^jr  jm  »  liMli 
if  that  woniDacm  wsrv  Hat  ^mil<^^  aiad  ^r 
Donwlls  p:iodfl  and  prctBial)t4e,  /  attr  1*1 
god  of  hereue  woldo  ntver  ban  wn^ 
bem,  ne  trailed  horn  help  M  maa^  tal 
ratber  confuiirmn  trf*  nuui,  /  And  tlur 
seyiie  orncsia  a  clerk  in  twn  vi*rii ;  **  what  ii 
bettre  than  gold  ?  Juspro,  What  is  %«tu» 
than  jaaprQ  ?  Wudmn.  /  And  mrtwi  ii 
bettre  than  wisdom?  WamnuKft.  AnJ  ', 
wbat  is  beltm  tban  a  gtKhl  nmminuF  | 
Kr>-tbing^."  /  And  a^r^  by  nijuiy«  af  cittdv 
resona  may  ye  so^n,  tbat  nuuijv  wmntam 
bcHtin  i^Kide,  and  hlr  conwilfl  t^oode  niJ 
pmfl table.  /  And  tberfore  mr,  If  3*  wal 
triste  t<»  my  eon^il,  I  sbal  T^store  jw» 
yimr  dog^bter  bool  and  sonnd,  /  And  i«ii  ipii 
I  wol  dn  to  yf»w  So  mnclio,  that  y*  illitl 
bav^  konanr  hi  this  cansif/  /  , 

§  16.  Wbmi  Hclib««  hadd«  hia€  tJW  , 
wwrfles  of  bij  wjf  Pradent*ft,  be  117^ 
thus  J  /  *  I  se*  wd  thai  the  ifferd  rf 
SaJomitn  is  900th  ;  he  seitht  that  **ww4<i 
that  been  BpokondlscrDciUybyordinann^ 
bec^  Iionyoonibofl ;  Ibr  tbey  yeven  #*•!• 
n^Me  to  thci  Br}nle,  and  boolaotmneaiff  tc* 
tho  iKjdj,"  /  And  wyf,  by-ranati  of  ibf 
swftt^  wi»jhi|i*fl,  antl  p^k  for  1  havti 
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■hnl  ye  diyve  fro  your  hert«  three  thingcs 
that  been  eontrariooBe  to  good  confleil.  / 
that  is  to  wyn,  ire,  coTeitise,  and  hastif- 
ne«e.  / 

I  la  Fint,  be  that  axetb  conseil  of 
hino-aelf,  certes  be  moete  been  with-onten 
ire,  for  numye  eaofles.  /  The  firsto  is 
this :  be  that  bath  f?reet  ire  and  wnittho 
in  bim-eelf,  bo  weneth  alwey  that  be 
may  do  thin|(  that  be  may  nat  do./  And 
•eooondely,  be  that  is  irons  and  wroth, 

9*5  he  ne  may  nat  wel  deme ;  /  and  ho  that 
may  nat  wel  deme,  may  nat  wel  con- 
seiUe./  The  thridde  is  this;  that  "he 
that  is  irons  and  wrooth,**  as  seith  Senek, 
**  ne  may  nat  spoke  bnt  he  blame  th  i ngos '^;/ 
and  with  bis  vicionie  wordes  ho  stiroth 
other  folk  to  angre  and  to  ire./  And 
eek  sir,  ye  moste  dryvo  coveitiso  out  of 
your  horte.  /    For  the  apostle  seith,  that 

3*u  **  esiveitise  is  rote  of  alle  harmes."  /  An<i 
tmsl  wel  that  a  coveitons  man  ne  can 
nof  ht  dome  ne  tbinke,  Imt  only  to  fiilfiUe 
the  ende  of  his  coveitise ;  /  and  certes, 
Chat  ne  may  never  been  accompliced ; 
for  erer  the  more  babnndaunce  that  he 
hath  of  richesse,  the  more  be  de83a%th.  / 
And  sir,  ye  moste  also  drjrvo  out  of  your 
berte  hastifheese ;  for  certes,  /  ye  ne  may 
nat  deme  for  the  boste  a  ■ode>'n  tbnn«rht 
that  falleth  in  yonre  berte,  bat  ye  moste 
avjTSo  3i>w  on  it  ful  otto.  /  For  as  ye 
herde  bifom,  the  commune  proverbo  is 
this,  that  '*be  that  sone  demeth,  sone 

iJJ5  wpenteth.**  / 

I  19.  Sir,  ye  no  be  nat  alwey  in  lyke 
disposieionn ;  /  for  certes,  som  thing 
that  somtyme  semeth  to  j^ow  that  it  U 
good  for  to  do,  another  tyme  it  semeth 
to  yov  the  oontrarie.  / 

f  20.  Whan  ye  ban  taken  conseil  in 
yoor-salf,  and  ban  demod  by  good  delib- 
•raeion  swich  thing  as  yon  semeth  best,  / 
rede    I    yow,  that  ye  kepe   it 
w  /    Biwrey  nat  your  o<mseil  to  no  i 
,  bot-if  so  be  that  ye  wenen  sik-  ' 
erly  that,  tbni^gh  >*oar  biwreying,  3r*our  - 
eondicioon  shal  be  to   yow   the    more  i 

I50  profitable.  /  For  Jems  Syrak  seith  :  < 
**  neither  to  thy  foo  no  to  thy  freend  I 
disDOvere  nat  thy  secree  ne  thy  folic ;  /  ; 


for  they  wol  yeve  j-ow  audience  and 
lokingand  sapportacimin  in  thy  presence, 
and  scome  thee  in  tb>'n  absence.*'/ 
Another  clerk  seith,  that "  scarsly  sbalton 
fin  den  any  persone  that  may  kepe  con- 
seil secreely."  /  The  book  seith  :  "  wbyl 
that  thou  kepest  thy  conseil  in  tbjm 
berte,  thou  kepost  it  in  thy  prisoun:/ 
and  whan  thou  biwreycst  thy  conseil  to 
any  wight,  be  holdotb  thee  in  bis 
snare."/  And  therefore  yow  is  bettre  2^^^^ 
to  liyde  your  conseil  in  your  berte,  than 
prayo  him,  to  whom  ye  ban  biwrcyed 
your  conseil,  that  he  wolo  kopen  it  cloos 
and  Rtille.  /  For  Seneca  seith  :  "  if  so  bo 
that  thou  ne  mayst  nat  tbyn  oweno  con- 
seil byde,  how  darstou  prayen  any  other 
wight  thy  conseil  secreely  to  kepe?"/ 
But  natbelees,  if  thou  wene  sikerly  that 
the  biwro^dng  of  thy  conseil  to  a  persone 
wol  make  thy  condicioun  to  stondon  in 
the  bettre  plyt,  tlianno  sbaltou  tollen 
him  thy  conseil  in  this  wyse.  /  First, 
thou  shalt  make  no  semblant  whether 
thee  were  lever  ihhjs  «>r  worre,  or  this  or 
that,  ne  shewe  him  nat  thy  wille  and 
tbyn  entente ;  /  for  trust  wel,  that 
comuuly  tbise  conseillours  been  flater- 
eres,  /  namely  the  conseillours  of  grete  254(1 
lordos ;  /  for  they  onff>rren  hem  alwey 
ratlicr  to  spoken  plesanto  wordes,  onclyn- 
inge  to  the  lordos  lust,  than  wrtrdos  that 
been  trowe  or  profitablo.  /  And  tberfore 
men  seyn,  that  ''the  richo  man  liath  8i>ld 
good  conseil  but-if  he  have  it  of  him- 
self.** /  And  after  that,  thou  shalt  con- 
sidore  thy  freendos  aii<l  tb>'no  enemys.  / 
And  as  toucbinge  thy  freondes,  thou  slialt 
c4>nsidore  whiche  of  bom  been  most 
feitbful  and  most  wyse,  and  oldest  and 
mofft  approved  in  c^nseilling.  /  And  of  -1345 
bom  shalt  thou  asko  thy  conseil,  ha  the 
caas  reqniroth.  / 

§  21.  I  so^-e  that  first  ye  shul  dope  to 
your  conseil  your  freondes  tliat  lK?en 
tpowo.  /  For  8aIom<m  »'itb  :  that  '*  right 
as  the  berte  of  a  man  dolytetli  in  savour 
that  is  flote,  right  so  the  conseil  of  tn^we 
freendes  yeveth  swetonesse  to  the  soulo.'*/ 
Ho  soith  aim):  "thor  may  no-thing  be 
lykned    to    the    trowe    freend.**/      For 


fiia 
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c«rte«t  gtyld  ns  silver  liotli  unt  ao  thdcHa 
-J15D  worth  as  tho  guJe  wil  of  &  trewe  freend,  / 
Ami  eek  ba  seitlij  tlmti  '*  a  trswis  fnaiaid 
i$  A  strong  deffc^niio;  vhcHSCi  that  it 
ibicltith,  ctfrtoa  he  iina^tb  d  great  tnc- 
flour,"/  Than  no  flhnl  ye  eek  cfmaidarej 
if  that  your  trcwe  fiic«Jiiil&s  hoen  di>- 
crote  ftnd  wyse.  For  the  book  seith : 
*'  ftXe  fllwey  thy  con^il  of  hem  that  been 
wy9«."  /  And  by  thia  tomg  Ttaaoim  ahul 
yo  cl«pen  U>  y«iur  couHeil,  of  yoar  fip&andw 
tliat  hecu  of  ugo^  swioho  Ji«  bim  aoyn  s^d 
Ijeen  expert  iu  mnnya  t hinges,  And  tH»u 
approved  in  con^illing^fi.  /  For  tho 
boij-k  fieithf  that  "in  olde  men  ia  th^^ 
sapience  and  in  longe  tj-me  the  pru- 
de iicc. "  /  A  nd  TuUiuB  seith  :  tbat '  *  grete 
thinges  no  boon  oat.  ny  aocomplijCfld  by 
fltrengthe,  no  by  dolivemotae  of  body, 
but  by  gcKid  conBeil,  by  auctoritee  of  peiw 
sonea,  and  by  Hcienco ;  the  wbicie  ihrvs^ 
tUtciges  ne  haeu  nab  feble  by  tu^e^  but 
c?rti58  tlioy  enforcsn  and  finci^^sen  day 
J 155  by  day,"  /  And  thiLfine  flhui  yo  kope 
this  for  a  geuoraJ  fgiile.  Finst  abtU  ye 
clopen  to  your  conaetl  a  fewe  of  your 
freende^  that  been  e.apeeiale  ;  /  for  Sulo* 
rtifyii  scMth  ;  "■  iii[iny<^  fn^endofi  hiivr^  thi>u  ; 


f     «T«3y    WJfH 


troweith  li(f!jtly  barm  of  mr^^  wJfH 
and  li^rhtly  tn>wotb  allc  boiinlv*  In  hm- 
selll"  /  Thmi.  fthalt  eek  esch^WA  the  we- 
seLliiiig  of  uiltt  flatetiore#,  Bwiclifi  u  u)' 
forcen  hem  rather  to  preue  ytnu-  perieii 
by  flateryc  fchan  for  to  tflUe  yi>»r  Oi 
BotbfadtneiMe  of  thingea  / 

%  2B.  Wherlbre  Tulliu^  ^th ; ''  aiiM«if« 
aMe  the  pentilftne-eji  that  ItiOBu  in  fripead^ 
ship«»  th^  grottenie  ic  aat4»t^'&**  And  tbi^ 
foira  is  it  moi:^  ncide  that  thou  ^aebewa  iii^ 
drodo  flaterer^a  than,  any  otb«f  pepla/ 

j  The  bitok  eeith  :  "thrau  ihalt  rather  dnd» 

I  and  dee  t'ra  the  ffwote  wordea  of  lUttftb|i      | 
preuerea,  than  iVo  the  e^o  worde*  of  tij      | 
fjp«erid    that    seitli    thee    thy    wth**"/ 
Sal^^tuon   «eitb,  thii,t   "  tke   wokrdHr  nf  i      , 
jBat4^reTa  in  a,  fiuvo  to  caecho  with  iaw* 
oenU.'*/     He  seith  alao,  that   **he  th*l 

'  ffpeketh  to  hiff  fn^od  wurdeo  of  «wiitiuMi 
and  of  plesauQcet   setteth    &  uet  Httn 

I  hid  feet  to  ca^^t^be  bini/^  /  And  tbediQti 
B«ith  Tulliuja :  ''  eiiolyne  nat  tbyi^entfta 

'  Eatereres,  ne  tal&Btb  no  conse-il  («f  wordM 
yf  flftterye/'/     And  Caton  ^ith  :  *'  ayfP  *S^ 

I  the«  wel,  and  eftcbuwe  the  wordn*  t^ 
avretne0«e  and  of  plesauncct.'*  /  Ani.1  wl 
tlni-u    jilhfLK   orti:?h(?iie    the    coiiseilHiiij  <jf 
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no  felawshipe  with  thyne  olde  enemys; 
for  if  thoa  do  hem  bonntee,  they  wol  per- 
verten  it  in-to  wikkedneflse."  /  And  eek 
thoo  most  eaehewe  the  conMilling  of  hem 
that  been  thy  servants,  and  beren  thee 
greet  reverence;    for  peraventore    they 

|8o  sejm  it  more  for  drede  than  for  love.  / 
And  therfore  seith  a  philosophre  in  this 
wyse :  "  ther  is  no  wight  parfitly  trewe 
to  him  that  he  to  sore  dredeth."  /  And 
Tdllins  seith :  "  ther  nis  no  might  so 
greet  of  any  emperonr,  that  longo  may 
endure,  bat-if  he  have  more  love  of  the 
peple  than  drede.**/  Thou  shalt  also 
eachewe  the  conseiling  of  folk  that  been 
dronkelewe;  for  they  ne  can  no  conseil 
hyde.  /  For  Salomon  seith  :  *'  ther  is 
no  privetee  ther-as  regneth  dronke- 
nesse."/  Ye  shul  also  han  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  swich  folk  as  oonseille 
yow   a  thing  prively,  and  conseille  yow 

9^5  the  contrarie  openly.  /  For  Cassidorie 
seith :  that  *'  it  is  a  manor  sleighte  to 
hindre,  whan  he  sheweth  to  doon  a  thing 
openly  and  werketh  prively  the  con- 
trmria**  /  Thou  shalt  also  have  in  suspect 
the  conseilling  of  wikked  folk.  For  the 
book  seith :  "  the  conseilling  of  wikked 
folk  is  alwey  fnl  of  fraude : "  /  And  David 
seith:  ^^blisful  is  that  man  that  hath 
nat  folwed  the  conseilling  of  shrewes."  / 
Thoa  shalt  also  eschewe  the  conseilling 
of  yong  folk ;  for  hir  conseil  is  nat  lype.  / 
f  84.  Now  sir,  sith  I  have  shewed  yow 
of  which  folk  ye  shul  take  your  consoil, 
and  of  which  folk  ye    shul    folwe  the 

a)9o  eooaeil,  /  now  wol  I  teche  yow  how  ye 
shal  examine  your  conseil,  after  the  doc- 
trine of  Tullius.  /  In  the  examininge 
thanne  of  your  oonseillour,  ye  shul  con- 
sidere  manye  thinges.  /  Alderfirst  thou 
shalt  considero,  that  in  thilke  thing  that 
thoa  porposest,  and  upon  what  thing 
thoa  wolt  have  conseil,  that  verray 
troathe  be  seyd  and  conserved ;  this  is 
to  Mjn,  telle  trewely  thy  tale.  /  For  he 
that  seith  fals  may  nat  wel  be  conseilled, 
in  that  cas  of  which  he  lyeth.  /  And 
mikmt  this,  thoa  shalt  oonsidere  the  thinges 
thait  aoorden  to  that  thou  purposest  for 
to   do   by   thy   oonseilloozs,    if 


aocordo  therto ;  /  and  eek,  if  thy  might  2395 
may  atteine  ther-to;  and  if  the  more 
part  and  the  bettre  part  of  thy  con- 
seillours  acorde  ther-to,  or  no.  /  Thanne 
shaltou  considere  what  thing  shal  folwe 
of  that  conseilling ;  as  hate,  pees,  werre, 
grace,  profit,  or  damage;  and  manye 
othere  thinges.  /  And  in  alle  thise  thinges 
thou  shalt  chese  the  beste,  and  woyvo 
alle  othere  thinges./  Thanne  shaltow 
considere  of  what  rote  is  engendred  the 
matere  of  thy  conseil,  and  what  fruit 
it  may  conceyve  and  engendre.  /  Thou 
shalt  eek  considere  alle  thise  causes,  fro 
whennes  they  been  sprongen.  /  And  3400 
whan  ye  han  examined  your  conseil  as 
I  have  seyd,  and  which  partie  is  the 
bettre  and  more  profitable,  and  hast 
approved  it  by  manye  wyse  folk  and 
olde  ;  /  thanne  shaltou  considere,  if  thou 
mayst  parfoume  it  and  maken  of  it  a 
good  ende.  /  For  certes,  resoun  wol  nat 
that  any  man  sholde  biginne  a  thing, 
but-if  he  mighto  parfoume  it  as  him 
oghte.  /  Ne  no  wight  sholde  take  up-on 
hym  so  bevy  a  charge  that  he  mighte 
nat  hero  it.  /  For  the  proverbe  seith  : 
"he  that  to  muche  embraoeth,  distrey- 
neth  litel."  /  And  Catoun  seith  :  "  assay  2405 
to  do  swich  thing  as  thou  hast  power  to 
doon,  lest  that  the  charge  oppresse  thee 
so  sore,  that  thee  bihoveth  to  weyve 
thing  that  thou  hast  bigonne."/  And 
if  so  be  that  thou  be  in  donte,  whether 
thou  mayst  parfoume  a  thing  or  noon, 
chese  rather  to  suffre  than  biginne.  / 
And  Piers  Alphonce  seith  :  "  if  thou  hast 
might  to  doon  a  thing  of  which  thou 
most  reponte  thee,  it  is  bettre  'nay* 
than  *  ye  * ;  '*  /  this  is  to  seyn,  that  thee 
is  bettre  holdo  thy  tonge  stille,  than  for 
t<>  speko.  /  Thanne  may  ye  understonde 
by  stronger  resons,  that  if  thou  hast 
power  to  parfoume  a  wcrk  of  which  thou 
shalt  repente,  thanne  is  it  bettre  that 
thou  Buffro  than  biginne.  /  Wel  seyn  2410 
they,  that  defcnden  every  wight  to  assaye 
any  thing  of  which  he  is  in  doute, 
whether  he  may  parfoume  it  or  no.  / 
And  after,  whan  ye  han  examined  your 
oonseil  as  I  have  seyd  bifbm,  and  knowoo. 


i'4 


B.    €U  Z^lt  of  (m<fiSeii<r, 


[t*  f  f  H-'JM^ 


yxol  Umt  yo  mfty  parfo^ime  your*  em- 
priwJi  donfenne  it  thanne  iadly  tU  ifc  bo 
fvt  on  endo.  / 

g  25.  Now  k  it  rl^flo1ln  and  ijm^i  that 
I  siiowoyoWi  wboiindf  nod  wh^ifore,  that 
ye  may  &1inniigo  jrotir  i^jjtiaeil  with-outen 
jonr  roiifove.  /  Soothly^  n  inan  may 
cbaiim^cii  his  purpoB  and  his  conseil  if 
tho  causa  <^essGtb,  or  whim  a  n«wo  coju 
bitydeth.  /  F<*r  tbo  hi  we  &oitb :  that 
**  npijfik    thingcs    tliat    newoly    bityden 

i+15  bihovotli  nGwe  cons&lL"/  And  Stnek 
»&ith :  '*  if  thy  coMail  is  oomea  Ui  the 
otffl  of  thyn  chuiuJt  ehaoAg^  thy  <?on- 
miV*  /  Thuu  mayst  abo  chaunge  thy 
i:oiis&il  if  B*>  be  that  lhou  firude  tliatj  by 
ermnr  or  by  tither  (.-ansa,  harm  or  daj£&4ie« 
may  bitydci,  /  Alw>^  if  thy  cansoil  b^ 
dJahoncet,  or  elled  oomtth  of  dialiofieato 
caQ«e,  chftungo  thy  cunsaih  /  For  the 
lawi'B  Bt?>-n  :  that  *'  nlle  biheatea  thath«et^ 
dishoDesto  bc-t'n  of  hq  valne/'  /  And 
e«l£,  if  it  «0  be  that  it  be  inpoflalblef  or 

:Lpo  may  nat  goodly  bo  f rarfrriimed  or  kept,  / 
§  26,  And  takd  thia  for  a  genoml  reule, 
that  overy  con^iil  that  in  afiormod  m* 
Btmngly  tlint  it  may  u*t  bo  chamiged, 
foT  no  I'jruifiifkjnn  that  laAy  bttytle,  I 
BOyf  thiit  thilkc  roiL&nil  15  wihked.'  / 


Truatttli  me  w^/  ijnod  tlio,  *fhiit  jmt 
ooGseil  fw  in  tbis  caas  no  flbo>1de  2i4t 
OS  to  tipeke  pavperiy,  bo  c&llwd  a  t^n* 
seiihingj  bnt  a  mocionn  or  &  moevynf  «C 
folyo ;  /  in  which  conieil  ye  ban.«!itvd  ia 
many  a  p^ndj^  wyae,  /  it|l 

g  39.  First  and  forwafd^  y«  hstm  Mw4  I 
LR  th'iissciiiblitig^  of  your  cdnMilljoafm  / 
For  ye  fihotde  first  have  cteii«d  m  §^** 
folk  to  yonr  oonseil,  and  alter  ye  nuflilc 
ban  aheweNil  it  to  mo  fblk,  if  it  haAA* 
boon  DOfle.  /  Bnt  oertyea,  ye  lum  Boel^rQlf 
clepod  to  yoQF  <:onfleil  a  ^«<ot  mnltifiul* 
of  |>frple,  tvil  churf^fott  and  fiil  mxuxjf^a* 
for  tfi  her^^  /  Alfio  y^  hon  cJTred,  i^r 
thero<>nH  yo  sholden  only  biivo  clefn^l  ti\ 
yonr  confltul  yonr  t^iewc  freondec  old*  iiii 
wyio,  /  y^^  hun  y-clep*d  fftranngv  f»Us, 
jjuad  yoDE-  folk^  falu^  aAt«reJ*«,  And  inen^ 
reecnaUod,  oiid  folk  that  doos  j«« 
]vver«nce  witho^teEt  lovo.  /  And  H>\  14SS 
also  ye  haro  orred^  for  yd  ban  bfonsbt 
with  yow  to  yotir  ooofieil  ire^  oerrvtiVk 
and  hoatifneAM  t  /  the  wblcli«  tlix«# 
tblng««  boon  contrarion«e  to  tjir«ry  ewttPtU 
boneAtje  nnd  pi^fitahle ;  /  the  vhMui 
throe  tbinges!  yo  ban  nat  amictittiTt  ^ 
destrtfyiKl  hnra,  Utiithfr  in  yoi^fHNlf  Hi' 
in  ytjiit  cOEi^'illiiiTii^,  ri^  yow  oiglitcb  /    Y^ 
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the  wil  of  yonr  trewia  fireendes  olde  and 
"wjie; /  but  ye  ban  cast  alle  hir  wordet 
in  an  hochepot,  and  endyned  your  herte 
to  the  more  part  and  to  the  gretter 
nombre ;  and  ther  been  ye  condescended./ 
And  nth  ye  wot  wel  that  men  shal 
alwey  finde  a  gretter  nombre  of  foles 
than  of  wyse  men,/  and  therfoie  the 
conaeils  that  been  at  oongregaoioons  and 
mnltitades  of  folk,  ther-as  men  take 
more  reward  to  the  nombre  than  to  the 
B^nence  of  personea,  /  ye  see  wel  that  in 
svdche  oonseillinges  foles  ban  the  mais- 

MSotrie.'/  Melibens  answerde  agayn,  and 
aeyde : '  I  graonte  wel  that  I  have  erred ;  / 
bat  therms  thou  hast  told  me  heer-bifom, 
that  he  nis  nat  to  blame  that  channgeth 
hise  oonfleilloars  in  certein  caas,  and  for 
certeine  joste  causes,  /  I  am  al  redy  to 
channge  my  oonseUlotirs,  right  as  thou 
wolt  devyse.  /  The  proverbe  seith  :  that 
"for  to  do  sinne  is  mannish,  bat  certes 
for  to  perseyere  longe  in  ainne  is  werk  of 
thedeveL"*/ 
§  80.  To  tlus  sentence  answerde  anon 

H55  dame  Prudence,  andsejrde :  /  *Rxamineth,* 
qnod  she,  'yonr  conseil,  and  lat  ns  see 
the  whiche  of  hem  heai  spoken  most 
leeonaUy,  and  taught  yow  best  conseU.  / 
And  for-as4naehe  as  that  the  ezamin- 
aoumn  is  necessarie,  la^  ns  biginne  at  the 
nugiens  and  at  the  phisiciens,  that  first 
speken  in  this  matere.  /  I  sey  yow,  that 
the  Boxgiens  and  phisiciens  han  seyd 
yow  in  yonr  conseil  discreetly,  as  hem 
<'Qghte ;  /  and  in  hir  speche  seyden  f ol 
wysly,  that  to  the  office  of  hem  aper- 
teneth  to  doon  to  every  wight  honour 
and  profit,  and  no  wight  for  to  anoye ;  / 
and,  after  hir  craft,  to  doon  greet  dili^ 
gence  nn-to  the  core  of  hem  whiche  that 

\6o  they  han  in  hir  govemaonoe.  /  And 
sir,  right  as  they  han  answered  wysly 
and  discreetly,/  right  so  rede  I  that 
they  been  heighly  and  sorereynly  gaer- 
dooed  for  hir  noble  speche ;  /  and  eek 
for  they  sholde  do  the  more  ententif 
bisinesee  in  the  caraoioan  of  yonr  doghter 
deie./  For  al-be-it  so  that  they  been 
yonr  freendes,  therfore  shal  ye  nat 
snffren  that  they  serve  yow  fk^  noght;  / 


but  ye  oghte  the  rather  gnerdone  hem 
and  shewe  hem  yonr  laigesse.  /  And  as  2465 
tonchinge  the  projiosicioun  which  that 
the  phisiciens  entreteden  in  this  caas,  this 
is  to  seyn,  /  that,  in  maladyes,  that  oon 
oontrarie  is  warisshed  by  another  eon- 
trarie,  / 1  wolde  feyn  knowe  how  ye 
nnderstonde  thiike  text,  and  what  is 
yonr  sentence.'  /  *  Certes,'  qnod  Melibens, 
*I  nnderstonde  it  in  this  wyse:/  that, 
right  as  they  han  doon  me  a  contrarie, 
right  so  sholde  I  doon  hem  another.  /  2470 
For  right  as  they  han  venged  hem  on  me 
and  doon  me  wrong,  right  so  shal  I 
venge  me  upon  hem  and  doon  hem 
wrong;/  and  thanne  have  I  cnred  oon 
oontrarie  by  another.'  / 

§  81.  *  Lo,  lo ! '  qnod  dame  Pmdence, 
*how  lightly  is  every  man  enclyued  to 
his  owene  deeyr  and  to  his  owene  ple- 
sannoe !  /  Certes,*  qnod  she,  *  the  wordes 
of  the  phisiciens  ne  sholde  nat  han  been 
nnderstonden  in  this  wyse.  /  For  certes, 
wikkednesse  is  nat  contrarie  to  wikked- 
nesse,  ne  vengeannce  to  vengeannce,  ne 
wrong  to  wrong ;  but  they  been  sembla- 
ble.  /  And  therfore,  o  vengeannce  is  nat  3475 
warisshed    by   another  vengeannce,  ne 

0  wrong  l^  another  wrong ;  /  but  everich 
of  hem  enoreesceth  and  aggreggeth 
other.  /  But  certes,  the  wordes  of  the 
I^iisiciens  sholde  been  nnderstonden  in 
this  wyse:/  for  good  and  wikkednesse 
been  two  contraries,  and  pees  and  werre, 
vengeannce  and  snffiraunce,  discord  and 
accord,  and  manye  othere  thinges.  /  But 
certes,  wikkednesse  shal  be  warisshed  by 
goodnesse,  discord  by  acoord,  werre  by 
pees,  and  so  forth  of  othere  thinges.  /  3480 
And  heer-to  acoordeth  Seint  Paul  the 
apostle  in  manye  places.  /  He  seith : 
*'ne  yeldeth  nat  harm  for  harm,  ne 
wikked  speche  for  wikked  speche ;  /  but 

do  wel  to  him  that  dooth  thee  harm,  and 
blesse  him  that  seith  to  thee  harm."/ 
And  in  manye  othere  places  he  amones- 
teth  pees  and  accord./     But  now  wol 

1  speke  to  yow  of  the  conseil  which  that 
was  yeven  to  yow  by  the  men  of  lawe  and 
the  wyse  folk,  /  that  seyden  alle  by  oon  2485 
accord  as  ye  han  herd  bifore ;  /  that,  over 
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•Ufi  tbynge^,  jpe  sbold^  doan  yotir  dili- 
^utit!  tu  kei>cn.  yf>ar  p«rflotie  ami  to 
wiLruiaflUirt}  ycinr  iioni  /  Ami  «dyilen 
oIhu,  tli&t  in  this  CMiait  yo  ogliten  for  to 
werkou  fut  av^^aly  and  witli  gm&et  doli- 
beraclonn.  /  And  mr^  as  to  tJio  firvie 
pointy  thttt  toupheth  to  the  Iccping^  of 
your  perw>iie ;  /  ye  ahul  imdenBtonde  tbnt 
he  Uiat  Imth  werre  slinl  «VQrmoT«  mokely 

ji4tHi>  ttiid  dflvonHy  preyen  bifom  alio  tbiages,  / 
that  Je-STUi  Crist  of  hit  gretc  meroy  wol 
bum  him  in  hb  protect toun,  and  heen  his 
tovorejTi  helping  at  hia  ncde.  /  Fof 
certoa,  hi  this  world  ther  is  no  wight  tbat 
mny  be  Gonseilli'4  ne  kept  fluiTLiaiitly 
withotituti  The  kepLng  tjf  our  lonl  Jesu 
Cmt.  /  To  this  eent^tnoo  wicordeth  tlie 
|)ruphete  David,  that  Aeith  :  /  ^^  if  ^od  ne 
Iteiie  tbe  eitee,  in  yd  el  wiiketh  he  tlmt  it 
kepotb/'  /  Now  fiir^thaiitio  shul  ye  com- 
toitte  tlie  kcf^ing  of  yDtir  pcnsorie  to  y<m3r 
trowe  freendea  tbat  bc«n  approved  And 

M95  y-knowe ;  /  and  of  b em  shul  yc  axen  kelp 
your  persone  for  to  kope.  For  Catouu 
seith  :  '^if  tbon  bast  nedf^  of  help,  lucti  it 
of  thy  freendtfS ;  /  for  tb«r  iiia  noon  so 
g04:Hl  a  phisicien  as  thy  trewe  freand,"  / 
AjkI  (ifter  this,  thanue  sbul  je  kepo  yow 
Iro  lilb'  stninu^-*.*  liflk,  und  frti  lyeroflv  wnl 
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■umpoluiin ;  /  for^very  wys  tssjoi  lIth14I|)  0if 
bis  enemy.  /  And  Skdomou  adth : ''"  wdrfhl 
i«  he  tbat  of  alle  hath  drede ;  /  fttr  t 
ho  that  tb\irg:b  the  hardiness  cif  hi«  1 
and  thurgli  the  hardLnoKe  **¥  Mo 
linth  to  gree^  presiunpcictticif  faitn 
y\'el  bitydo*"/  Thanne  sbnl  yu  evermomi' 
oontitrewaj'te  e'mbuasheraiexiti  aitd  «Qf 
aipiaiUo,  /  For  Senek  Kith  :  tiiai  "ttt 
wyse  man  tliat  dn^utb  iiAmc*  «ibliv*wllt 
ha^mesi/  ne  bti  ne  fall&tli  it3-t#i  fwiil*, 
tbat  perils  escbewetli.^'  /  And  nl-thiF'tt  m  tyi 
tluit  it  sanm  tbat  tbon  art  in  sik^d*  ptiHA, 
yet  j^bjiltow  olwvy  do  tby  dilig«tuv  ia 
kepinge  of  tby  persone ;  /  this  ia  t«  mSf^ 
n«9  be  nat  necUgent  to  kep<;  iliy  fwnqaa, 
nat  only  fro  tby  grcttesto  enemyn  but  I 
tby  leijjste  enemy.  /  Senek  seitb : 
man  thitt  is  wel  BVyteO,  be  di^^jeth  ! 
leste  cnomy/V  Ovide  «eit3i  s  that ''tin 
litcl  we^Ie  wol  nice  thp  grete  bole  and  th# 
wiide  hert.''  /  And  thu  l>ook  sfeiUii  '*m 
litel  thorn  iu»y  prikko  a  grv^t  king  M 
sore ;  und  lui  hound  wr>I  holdc  the  wdiii« 
bxir/'/  But  natheloeS}  I  sey  nut  tbmi 
slmlt  tig  &o  coward  thAt  iJiou  duitt 
ther  wher-Aii  i^  no  drerle.  /  Tbft  beifc 
seith  t  tUjit  ^^  Mmme  folk  ban  gn«l 
tust   to    deeeyvei,    but   yi^t   they  dredm 
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§  84.  To  this  sentence  answerde  anon 
Plndence ;  *  wamestoring/  quod  ahe,  *  of 
heighe  tonrea  and  of  grete  edifices  apper- 

«525  teneth  som-tyme  to  piyde ;  /  and  eek  men 
make  heighe  toures  and  grete  edifices 
with  grete  costages  and  with  greet  tra- 
vaflle ;  and  whan  thai  they  been  aooom- 
pliced,  yet  he  they  nat  worth  a  stree^  bnt-if 
they  be  defended  by  trewe  freendes  that 
been  olde  and  wyse.  /  And  nnderstond 
wel,  that  the  gretteste  and  strongeste 
gamison  that  a  ziche  man  may  have,  as 
wel  to  kepen  his  i>ersone  as  hise  goodes, 
is  /  that  he  be  biloyed  amonges  his  sub- 
gets  and  with  hise  neighebores.  /  For 
thus  seith  Tollins  :  that "  ther  is  a  maner 
gsznison  that  no  man  may  venqnisse  ne 
disoonfite,  and  that  is,  /  a  lord  to  be 
biloved   of  hise    oiteaeins   and    of    his 

«53o  peple."  / 

§  85.  Now  sir,  as  to  the  thridde  point ; 
wherms  yonr  olde  and  wise  oonseillonrs 
■eyden,  that  yow  ne  oghte  nat  sodeynly 
ne  hastily  proceden  in  thia  nede,  /  but 
that  yow  oghte  purveyen  and  apparaillen 
yow  in  this  oaas  with  greet  diligence  and 
greet  deliberacioun ;  /  trewely,  I  trowe 
that  they  s^den  right  wysly  and  right 
sooth./  For  Tnllius  seith,  »»in  every 
nede,  er  thou  biginne  it,  apparaille  thee 
with  greet  diligence."  /  Thanne  seye  I, 
that  in  vengeance-taking,  in  werre,  in 

'535  bataille,  and  in  wamestoring,  /  er  thow 
biginne,  I  rede  that  thou  apparaille  thee 
ther-to,  and  do  it  with  greet  delibera* 
cioun.  /  For  Tullius  seith  :  that  '*  long 
apparailling  bifom  the  bataUle  maketh 
short  victorie.'*  /  And  Cassidoms  seith : 
"the  gamison  is  stronger  whan  it  is 
longe  tyme  avjrsed."  / 

§  86.  But  now  lat  ns  speken  of  the 
oonseil  that  was  accorded  by  your  neighe- 
bores,  swiohe  as  doon  yow  reverence 
withonten  love,  /  your  olde  enemys  recon- 

^540  siled,  your  flatereies  /  that  oonseilled  yow 
oerteyne  thinges  prively,  and  oi>enly  con- 
seilleden  yow  the  oontrarie ;  /  the  3ronge 
folk  also,  that  conseilleden  yoyr  to  venge 
yow  and  nu^e  werre  anon.  /  And  certes, 
sir,  as  I  have  seyd  bifom,  ye  han  greetly 
erred  to  han  doped  swioh  maner  folk  to 


your  oonseil ;  /  whicli  conseiUourS  been 
y-nogh  reproved  l>y  the  resouns  afore- 
seyd.  /  But  nathelees,  lat  us  now  de- 
soende  to  the  special.  Te  shuln  first 
precede  after  the  doctrine  of  Tullius.  /  2545 
Certes,  the  trouthe  of  this  matere  or  of 
this  conseil  nedeth  nat  diligently  en- 
quere;/  for  it  is  wel  wist  whiche  they 
been  that  han  doon  to  yow  this  trespas 
and  vileinye,  /  and  how  manye  treepas- 
sours,  and  in  what  manere  they  han  to 
yow  doon  al  this  wrong  and  al  this 
vileinye.  /  And  after  this,  thanne  shul 
ye  examinathe  seconde  condioioun,  which 
that  the  same  Tulliua  addeth  in  this 
matere.  /  Fur  Tullius  put  a  thing,  which 
that  he  olepeth  **  eonsentinge,'*  this  is  to 
seyn  ;  /  who  been  they  and  how  manye,  2550 
and  whiche  been  they,  that  consenteden 
to  thy  oonseil,  in  thy  wilAilnesse  to  doon 
hastif  vengeance.  /  And  lat  us  considere 
also  who  been  they,  and  how  manye  been 
they,  and  whiche  been  they,  that  con- 
senteden to  your  adversaries./  And 
certes,  as  to  the  firste  pojmt^  it  is  wel 
knowen  whiche  folk  been  they  that  con- 
senteden to  3^ur  hastif  wilAilnesse  ;  / 
for  trewely,  alle  tha  that  conseilleden 
yow  to  maken  sodeyn  werre  ne  been  nat 
your  freendes.  /  Lat  us  now  considere 
whiche  been  they,  that  ye  holde  so  greetly 
your  freendes  as  to  your  persone.  /  For  2555 
al-be-it  so  that  ye  be  mighty  and  riohe, 
certes  ye  ne  been  nat  but  allone.  /  For 
certes,  ye  ne  han  no  child  but  a  doghtor ;  / 
ne  ye  ne  han  bretheren  ne  cosins  ger- 
mayns,  ne  noon  other  neigh  kinrede,  / 
wherfore  that  your  enemys,  for  drede, 
sholde  stinte  to  plede  with  yow  or  to 
destroye  your  persone.  /  Ye  knowen 
also,  that  your  richesses  moten  been  dis- 
pended  in  diverse  parties ;  /  and  whan  2560 
that  every  wight  hath  his  part,  they  ne 
woUen  taken  but  litel  reward  to  venge 
thy  deeth.  /  But  thyne  enemjrs  been 
three,  and  they  han  manie  children, 
bretheren,  cosins,  and  other  ny  kinrede ;  / 
and,  though  so  were  that  thou  haddest 
slayn  of  hem  two  or  three,  yet  dwellen 
ther  y-nowe  to  wreken  hir  deeth  and  to 
slee  thy  persone.  /    And  though  so  be 


5i8 


B.     ^  Zd^  «f  (SUtiim^ 


1--  it  •r-i*- 


Bteileftiflt  tb^ii  the  kin  of  ytmr  iidFej^ 
fiiirie,  /  yt*t  nfttliwIeeB  your  kinrede  nb 
Ijtit  n.  fer  kltlredo  ;  they  boon  but  litel  «ib 

»5S5  t'»  y^jw^i  /  fi^ti^l  tb»  *^i^  *'*'  y**''*^  ejiGiii5*s 
I  won  iiy  sib  to  lii^m.  And  c«rte»,  9a  ia 
Ibftt,  hit  oondioumji  u  but  than  5rtmr4tta.  / 
Hijuiufi  IjLt  ^s  o^niaidere  ftl*i  if  the  oon- 
fi«iUing  of  hcin  tUftt  oonstiiHeni^n  jt>w  to 
tttkfiti  Bodeyn  vemgB&niioi?^  whether  it 
oocorde  to  resoan  ?  /  Atid  c«rtea^  5*11 
fciurw*  wol  ^'nny/*  /  For  Jis  by  ri^ht  and 
reBotux,  thtir  may  no  man  tnJten  VQngauuxa 
im  no  wight,  hut  the  jnga  that  hatli  the 
jnriftiiic«ioQn  of  it^  /  whan  it  iM  granDt^d 
litm  to  tivko  thilke  vcu£eanc«,  luutily  4»r 

z^jty  at  t«m  firmly ^  Ofl  tbo  hiwd  T^qnireth.  /  And 
yet  moro-uvor^  of  thilke  won!  that  TuUioB 
c3ei>oth  "cotift>uting*/'  /  thon  ihalt  eon- 
Kldoro  if  thy  tni^ht  and  thy  |>owtir  may 
con^^^nt^n  and  siiffysw  io  thy  vriifnl&dBH 
aud  to  tliy  cointeiUourii.  /  And  eartefl, 
tlii*n  may»t  wtl  se.vn  that  **  nay."  /  For 
sikerb'i  a*  for  to  Bj^kct  proproly*  w«  mny 
do  no^thinj^  bat  only  Bvrjda  thing  M  wo 
may  doon  rightfully.  /  A&d  c^rtoi,  right- 
I'nlLy  ne  mowo  yi&  talte  tio  vengeoa^  aa  of 

'575  yf*ar  propro  antztorileo.  /  Thonn^i  mow 
ye  aeon,  that  your  ivjwvr  no  <Hvni»ent'eth 
nat  nn  acfx^rdeth  ititt  with  yipur  wilftil- 


clerkos  clopcn  Onew*  and  I^ffiri^nt^  mad 
Caum  lontjimiva  Had  Vaum  prrr^nm^iua  t, 
this  is  U>  seyn^  th*  fer  eaiwe  and  the  d^t 
causct.  /  Tim  for  can««  la  iJzni^htjr  gt*d^  1^ 
that  in  cani«  of  alle  thi^i^ea,  /  Tba  n««f 
cnutfe  is  tliy  th^no^  ea«tn^'m.  /  Tlw  «MUt 
aecidcintal  wa«  hate.  /  The  canso  mttMliI 
heon  iho  fyvo  woondea  of  thy  do^hter.  / 
The  canjio  formal  is  the  in«twti«  otf  hir 
w«irking«i,  iliat  bmgbton  laddres  a«d 
cloomben  in  at  thy  -windowwt  /  Tl*4pi 
tauMe  final  yms  for  to  Bl^e  thy  dcigUttf ; 
it  letted  nat  in  ai  mnche  aa  in  bennimim  / 
Bnt  for  Ui  bim? ktsn  of  the  far  eaiia«,  at  ui 
what  tn^lo  they  nhnl  ootno,  <i(r  wfaaA  lihal 
finally  bityrU*  cif  h*?in  in  thia  caaa,  »«  cin 
I  nat  dome  bnt  by  conjwrtinge  aaad  bj 
anpiHiainffe.  /  ¥or  wa  « hnt  cappflM  t]i«i 
they  ahnl  oome  to  a  wikked  tnd^  /  Iq^ 
caua«  thai  thf»  Book  of  Decrees  letlh: 
^*  sc^lden  or  with  greet  p^yno  hw  n  cmtmm 
y-bro«;ht  to  g«>od  ends  wh*nt3«  they  f»«a 
baddely  higonno."  / 

§  38.  Now  air,  if  men  wolde  hs«  mt, 
why  that  god  lufTred  men  Ua  do  yow  t^ia 
Tileii)^'^,  oe]t«a,  I  can  nat  wel  anawnvai 
for  no  aotbfa^neue.  /  For  th'kp4«lli  m 
Bcilh,  tJmt  *■  the  wHetices  and  th«>  jngl*- 
meiitz^  of  *nir  l^nl  u'-i  almighty  tie«a  ftll 
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saffyoeth ;  /  for  if  thou  eie  of  it  out  of 
mesure,  thou  ihalt  spewe,"  and  be  nedy 
and  povre.  /  And  peraventore  Crist  hath 
thee  in  despit,  and  hath  tamed  awey  fro 
thee  hia  face  and  hise  eres  of  miaeri- 
corde;/  and  alio  he  hath  raffred  that 
thon  hast  been  poniashed  in  the  manere 
that  thow  hast  y-trespassed.  /    Thoa  hast 

10  doon  sinne  agayn  oar  lord  Crist ;  /  for 
oertes,  the  three  enemjrs  of  mankinde, 
that  is  to  sejm,  the  flessh,  the  feend,  and 
the  world,  /  thoa  hast  suffred  hem  entre 
in-to  thyn  herto  wilfully  by  the  windowes 
of  thy  body,  /  and  hast  nat  defended  thy- 
self soffisantly  agajms  hir  assaates  and 
hir  temptacioans,  so  that  they  ban 
woonded  thy  soale  in  f3rve  places ;  /  this 
is  to  seyiky  the  deedly  sinnes  that  been 
entred  in-to  thyn  herte  by  thy  fyve 
wittes.  /  And  in  the  same  manere  oar 
lord  Crist  hath  wold  and  saffred,  that  thy 
three  enemys  been  entred  in-to  thyn  boas 

^15  by  the  windowes,  /  and  ban  y-woanded 
thy  doghter  in  the  fore-seyde  manere.'  / 

§  40.  *  Cortes,*  quod  Melibee,  ^I  see  wel 
that  ye  enforce  yow  machel  by  wordes  to 
overcome  me  in  swioh  manere,  that  I  shal 
nat  venge  me  of  myne  enemys ;  /  shew- 
inge  me  the  perils  and  the  yvelee  that 
mitten  falle  of  this  vengeance.  /  Bat 
who-so  wolde  considero  in  alle  vengeances 
the  perils  and  yvoles  that  mighte  sewe  of 
vengeance-takingo,  /  a  man  wolde  never 

(uo  take  vengeance,  and  that  were  harm ;  / 
for  by  the  vengeance-takinge  been  the 
wikked  men  dissevered  fro  the  gode 
men.  /  And  they  that  ban  wil  to  do 
wikkednesse  restreyne  hir  wikked  parpos, 
whan  they  seen  the  panissinge  and  chas- 
tysinge  of  the  trespassoors.*  /  [f  And  to 
this  answerde  dame  Prndence :  *  Certes,' 
seyde  she,  *I  graante  wel  that  of  ven- 
g^ranoe  cometh  machel  jrvel  and  machel 
good;/  batvengeaance-takingaperteneth 
nat  unto  everichoon,  bat  only  onto  jagM 
and  onto  hem  that  ban  jarisdiocioan 
Dpon  the  trespasBoars.]  /  And  yet  soye  I 
more,  that  right  as  a  singaler  persone 
■inneth  in  takinge  vengeance  of  another 

^5  man,  /  xifl^t  so  sinneth  the  jage  if  he  do 
no  Tangeaaoe  of  hem  that  it  ban  de- 


served. /  For  Senek  seith  thas :  "  that 
maister,"  he  seith,  *^  is  good  that  proveth 
shrewes."  /  And  as  Cassidore  seith  :  "  A 
man  dredeth  to  do  oatrages,  whan  he 
woot  and  knoweth  that  it  displeeeth  to 
the  jages  and  sovereyns.  '*  /  And  another 
seith  :  '^  the  jage  that  dredeth  to  do  right, 
roaketh  men  shrewes.**  /  And  Seint  Paale 
the  apostle  seith  in  his  epistle,  whan  he 
wryteth  nn-to  the  Bomayns :  that  •'  the 
jnges  beren  nat  the  spere  with-oaten 
caase ;  '*  /  bat  they  beren  it  to  panisse  2630 
the  shrewes  and  misdoeres,  and  for  to 
dofende  the  gode  men.  /  If  ye  wol  thanne 
take  vengeance  of  yoar  enemys,  ye  sbol 
retoame  or  have  yoar  recoars  to  the  jage 
that  hath  the  jarisdiccion  ap-on  hem ;  / 
and  he  shal  panisse  hem  as  the  lawe 
azeth  and  reqnyretb.*  / 

§41.  *A!'  qaod  Melibee,  *tbis  ven- 
geanoe  lyketh  me  no-thing.  /  I  bithenke 
me  now  and  take  hede,  how  fortune  hath 
norissed  me  fro  my  childhede,  and  bath 
holpen  me  to  passe  many  a  strong  pas.  /  a6^ 
Now  wol  I  assayen  hir,  trowinge,  with 
goddes  help,  that  she  shal  helpe  me  my 
shame  for  to  venge.'  / 

§42.  *Certcs,'  qaod  Prudence,  'if  ye 
wol  werke  by  my  conseil,  ye  shal  nat 
assaye  fortune  by  no  wey ;  /  ne  ye  sbul 
nat  lene  or  bowe  unto  hir,  after  tha  word 
of  Senek  :  /  for  ''  thinges  that  been  folily 
doon,  and  that  been  in  hope  of  fortune, 
shullen  never  come  to  good  ende.**  /  And 
as  the  same  Senek  seith  :  '*  the  more  cleer 
and  the  more  shyning  that  fortune  is,  the 
more  brotil  and  the  sonner  broken  she 
is."  /  Trusteth  nat  in  hir,  for  she  nis  2640 
nat  stidefast  ne  stable ;  /  for  whan  thow 
trowest  to  be  most  seur  or  siker  of  hir 
help,  she  wol  faille  thee  and  deceyve 
thee.  /  And  wheras  ye  sejm  that  fortune 
hath  norissed  yow  fro  your  childhede,  / 
I  seye,  that  in  so  muohel  shal  ye  the 
lasse  truste  in  hir  and  in  hir  wit.  /  For 
Senek  seith  :  *'  what  man  that  is  norissed 
by  fortune,  she  maketh  him  a  greet 
fool.**  /  Now  thanne,  sin  ye  de^rre  and  2645 
axe  vengeance,  and  the  vengeance  that  is 
doon  after  the  lawe  and  bifore  the  juge 
ne  lyketh  yow  nat,  /  and  the  vengeance 
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ihtd  im  dvm  in  kope  «f  fmtm^M  u  pnriU 
nois  and  Qtit^rtcla^  /  tbfmi3«  hVTB  je 
iti^Ti  riUivr  remedle  bnt  ftit-  to  buve  your 
recoars  ttnto  the  eovoj^yn  jn^  that 
vengeth  fllla  vileinyoa  and  wrangea;/ 
juid  he  §hftl  Tenge  ynw  (irtor  that  him-self 
-witnessctli,  Mrbcr-ojl  hf»  leitii :  /  *"  lereth 

2650  the  Teiip&Aiid4j  to  m^,  nad  I  shal  do  it/"  / 
§  43.  M  o][bc*o  atmistetdi',  ^  if  I  ne  venge 
tne  nat  of  the*  vQeinje  that  men  httn 
doon  to  me,  /  I  e43m|)ne  or  wiime  horn 
thikt  It  (in  doon  to  laa  that  vileinje  nnd 
aUe  otbere,  to  do  mo  unoihor  vQemye^  / 
For  it  is  writen  :  "  if  thou  take  no  ven- 
gi&aiioe  of  an  old  vLleinye,  them  sfimpneat 
thynQ  ndverBariefl  to  do  thee  *  smwm 
vileinye/'  /  And  kIad^  Ibr  my  sriffranoe, 
IUC9II  vnliljeiii  do  to  me  bo  mncbel  vi!eiix^f 
that  I  mjghto  nc^itherltcre  it  ne  ^iiatone ;  / 
and  »  »holdi?  I  boon  put  n.nd  Lohten  over 

s6^  lowe.  /  For  men  seyu  ;  **  in  mucliel 
Kolfrmg©  fllinl  mnnye  tilings  faUe  nn-tfl 
thoe    'w  hie  ho     thou     Bhalt    not     mows 

^  44.  *  C^^rtcs;  qnod  Prndenoo,  '  T 
gratuifce  ytiwth^t  over  muchel  miifrannoe 
nia  mit  good  ;  /  but  yet  no  folwetb  it  nat 
thet-f'ft  til  At  overy  pirns' me  to  whom  men 
fliK>n  vilviuyi'  tnko  i»f  it  ^K^n^CAiico  ;  /  for 


httve  leTO  to  T^ngfi  yow.  /  I  fle^«  y*  bwa 
ii«l  of  «4|^t  ftj^d  pnnr^t  as  now  to  tvil^c 
yrtv.  /  Fur  if  yo  wok)  miikvii  oofB^BOHM 
tiu-to  the  mii^ht  of  yfrnr  rndTttwrnmrj^  j^ 
fthnl  flnde  in  miiuyo  tbingc^,  UiAt  t  hmm 
shewed  yow  cir  this^  that  liir  condfcknni 
tM  bettxe  than  yourp*i.  /  And  theffon 
«eyo  I,  that  it  U  ^[Ood  «#  now  that  jv 
duffre  and  be  piwiBUt,  /  ^ 

§  46^.  Fturthpr-more,  ye  knowetn  wel  tbai^ 
aft«r  tbe  cumase  S8w«,  "  it  is  a  w^cndnflm 
a  mtin  to  »tryvo  with  ft  stroAgeT  or  s  teufi 
miffbty  mnn  thuLt)  ho  ia  kLsi  a»lf ;  /  ttoi 
for  to  *tryve  witk  m  msD  eCfiTcue  £iT«ne(Jt^ 
that  Mt  ta  mjtij  With  oa  atfong  a  man  oi 
be,  it  id  pexil ;  /  and  for  to  ttiyre  with  i 
woyker  inanit  it  ill  folia"  /  And  tlierionr 
flholde  a  man  flee  stiyvinge  oi  mnehel  oi 
he  mi^hte.  /  Por  Salomon  ecilh  :  "  it  il 
n.  grei>t  wonhlp  to  a  man  to  kcpen  htm 
fro  noyao  and  atrjC"  /  Ajid  if  it  rp  itifl 
bifaUe  or  hnppe  that  a  man  of  gtvtvet 
might  and  streni^he  than  thoti  art  do 
theo  ip-evnunco,  /  studte  and  bi$i6  tliM 
miher  io  stiUe  tha  aame  j^revautice^  thas 
for  to  venge  thee,  /  For  Senek  «^th  r 
that  ^^  be  patteth  him  in  ^reet  pesrii  thai 
Btryvetb  with  a  jarrett^r  man  thou  he  it 
himHseUr"  /    And   Cfttium    Sfith  :    *'  if  a 
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of  hiM  d«f«itefl  and  of  his  sinnes,  /  the 
peynei  and  the  tribolacioons  that  he 
sulA^th  lemen  the  lease  nn-to  hym ;  / 
and  in*a»-innche  as  him  thinketh  hise 
•innes  more  hevy  and  grevoos,  /  in-ao- 
mnche  semeth  his  peyne  the  lighter  and 

>9o  the  esier  un-to  him.'*  /  Also  ye  owen  to 
endyne  and  bowe  your  herte  to  take  the 
pacience  of  oar  lord  Jesa  Crist,  as  seith 
seint  Peter  in  hise  epistles:/  "Jesa 
Crist,**  he  seith,  "hath  saffred  for  as, 
and  yeven  ensample  to  every  man  to 
folwe  and  sewe  him ;  /  for  he  dide  never 
•inne,  ne  never  cam  ther  a  vileinoos 
word  oat  of  his  month :  /  whan  men 
cursed  him,  he  carsod  hem  noght;  and 
whan  men  betten  him,  he  manaced  hem 
noghtw**  /  Also  the  grete  pacience,  whieh 
the  seintes  that  been  in  paradys  han  had 
in  tribolacioons  that  they  han  y-soffred, 

695  with-ooten  hir  desert  or  gilt,  /  oghte 
mochel  stiren  yow  to  pacience.  /  Forther- 
more,  ye  sholde  enforce  yovr  to  have 
pacience,  /  consideringe  that  the  tribo- 
lacioons of  this  world  bat  litel  whyle 
endore,  and  sone  passed  been  and 
goon.  /  And  the  joye  that  a  man 
•sketh  to  have  hy  pacience  in  tribo- 
lacioons is  perdorable,  after  that  th|^ 
apostle  seith  in  his  epistle :/  "the  joye 
uf  god,**  he  seith,  "  is  perdorable,"  that  is 

70U  to  seynt  everlastinge.  /  Also  troweth 
and  bileveth  stedefSutly,  that  ho  nis  nat 
wel  y-norissed  ne  wel  y-taoght,  that  can 
nat  have  pacience  or  wol  nat  receyve 
pacience.  /  For  Salomon  seith :  that "  the 
doctrine  and  the  wit  of  a  man  is  knowen 
by  pacience.**  /  And  in  another  place  he 
aaith  :  that "  he  that  is  pacient  govemoth 
him  by  greet  prodence.**  /  And  the  same 
Salomon  seith  :  "  the  angry  and  wrathfol 
man  maketh  noyses,  and  the  pacient  man 
atempreth  hem  and  stilleth."  /  He  seith 
also:  "it  is  more  worth  to  be  pacient 

7P5  than  for  to  be  right  strong ;  /  and  he  that 
may  have  the  lordshipe  of  his  owene 
herte  is  more  to  preyso,  than  he  that 
b/y  his  force  or  strengthe  taketh  grete 
eiteea.**  /  And  therfore  seith  seint  Jame 
in  hii  epktle:  that  "padenoe  is  a  greet 
wto  of  parieooioim.'* '  / 


§47.  *Certes,*qaodMelibee,  *Igraante 
3row,  dame  Prodence,  that  pacience  is 
a  greet  verto  of  perfeocioon ;/  hot  every 
man  may  nat  have  the  perfeccioon  that 
ye  seken ;  /  ne  I  nam  nat  of  the  nombre 
of  right  parfite  men,  /  for  myn  herte  may  27i(> 
never  been  in  pees  on-to  the  tyme  it  be 
venged./  And  al-be-it  so  that  it  was 
greet  peril  to  myne  enemys,  to  do  me 
a  vileinye  in  takinge  vengeance  op-on 
me,/  yet  token  they  noon  hede  of  the 
peril,  hot  fVdfilleden  hir  wlkkod  wil  and 
hir  oorage.  /  And  therfore,  me  thinketh 
men  oghten  nat  repreve  me,  thoogh  I 
potte  me  in  a  litel  peril  forto venge  me,  / 
and  thoogh  I  do  a  greet  ercesse,  that  is 
to  seyn,  that  I  venge  oon  ootrage  by 
another.*  /  2715 

§  48.  '  A !  *  quod  dame  Prodence,  *  ye 
seyu  yoor  wil  and  as  yow  lyketh  ;  /  hot 
in  no  caas  of  the  world  a  man  sholde  nat 
doon  ootrage  ne  exoesse  for  to  vengen 
him./  For  Caaddore  seith:  that  "as 
yvel  doth  he  that  vengeth  him  by  ootrage, 
as  he  that  doth  the  ootrage.'*/  And 
therfore  ye  shol  venge  yow  after  the 
ordre  of  right,  that  is  to  seyn  by  the  lawe, 
and  noght  by  ezcesse  ne  hy  ootrage.  / 
And  also,  if  ye  wol  venge  yow  of  the  oot- 
rage of  yoor  adversaries  in  other  manor 
than  right  comandeth,  ye  sinnen ;  /  and  2730 
therfore  seith  Senek :  that  "  a  man  shal 
never  vengen  shrewednesse  by  shrewed- 
nesse."  /  And  if  ye  seye,  that  right  azeth 
a  man  to  defenden  violence  by  violence, 
and  fighting  by  fighting,  /  certes  ye  seye 
sooth,  whan  the  defense  is  doon  anon 
with-oot«n  intervalle  or  with-ooten  tary- 
ing  or  delay,  /  for  to  defenden  him  and 
nat  for  to  vengen  him.  /  And  it  bihoveth 
that  a  man  potte  swich  attemperance 
in  his  defence,  /  that  men  have  no  2725 
caose  ne  matere  to  repreven  him  that 
defondeth  him  of  ezcesse  and  ootrage; 
for  elles  were  it  agayn  resoon.  /  Pardee, 
ye  knowen  wel,  that  ye  maken  no  de- 
fence as  now  for  to  defende  yow,  bat  for 
to  venge  yow  ;  /  and  so  seweth  it  that  ye 
han  no  wil  to  do  yoor  dede  attemprely.  / 
And  therfore,  me  thinketh  that  pacience 
is  good.    For  Salomon  seith  :  that  "  he 
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g  49,  "^  rcrtfls/  quod  Melib^e,  *  I  gmtuito 
yoWf  thnt  whuQ  a  mnn  is  mpnciont  ttad 
wmth,  of  rtifit  that  tinuhetlx  him  uog^lit 
Riiil  that  Ai>crt4?!ntth  iint  an-to  him,  though 

3;i(o  it  harmo  him,  it  la  no  wcradi^r.  /  F&r  tbo 
111  we  Hoith  :  thnt  **  hti  la  coiipiiblo  tiint 
iiiitriein**ttoth  fsmiedlptli  withswicli  thyug 
si3  &iHirt<"nfth  Tint  nn-to  him.*'/  And 
Siilomon  Sf ith  J  ihnt  "he  tlint  ontw- 
intfitteth  him  fjf  th«  noyso  or  (tryf  of 
Rmither  m&D,  15  Ijk  to  him  tli&t  tftlceth 
nn  hrmnd  by  the  erca,"  /  Fur  riglil  as  be 
that  takcth  II  bttnuiige  hoimd  hj  the  erofl 
ie  outhorM'hyle  bitcn  v^ith  the  hetuid,  / 
rif^ht  in  thi!  Baruti  v-yvm  is  if  rc^tonn  that  he 
have  huirm,  tliat  hy  his  inpnciencfl  tned- 
Itfb  htm  (tf  thfl  Tioyse  of  another  man, 
whpr-ag  it  Rport^'neth  Tiivt  uu-to  him.  / 
Byt  ye  knowpn  vrcl  that  this  divle^th^t  is 
to  Goyn,  in 5'  ^rh-i  and  my  disaae^  touch isth 

2735  mv  right  ny.  /  And  thc»rforo,  though  I 
be  wroth  iviiil  inpiifiotit,  it  in  no  mwt- 
■vfililci.  /  Ami  EAvin^e  your  graoe^  I  can 
mtt  iGfjiti  that  it  mi^ht-D  gi^e«tl]r  haniiti 
me  thuttfi^h  I  toke  vpiiijijaiinco ;  /  for  I  am 
rit^her  and  triorsi  miphry  than  myne  ene- 
iji,VH  U'ffn.  /     And    w*A   kri'-vien  yo,  tliat 


liir  ne  refniieii  hir."  /  And  tliid  Pus* 
phill«fl  eeith  iUso :  **  if  tbon  be  riftit 
happy,  thAt  ia  to  ^yti^  it  thou  be  nj^t 
riehe^  tbon  shalt  flDd  a  greet  no^nbTV  ef 
felawea  and  freemJ**.  /  ''  And  if  thy  far- 
time  cbiuige  that  thou  wcoto  povro^  /aj^ 
TFcl  freendflhipe  and  fehtweahip^  ;  /  fis 
ihtm  Bhftlt  bo  allf^ne  with-oufcpn  aoy  KnB- 
pflmye,  bnt-if  It  be  the  compqjQye  of  porre 
folk."  /  And  yH  aeitb  thin  PfemphjllBi  t;* 
moreover  :  thnt  "  they  that  boeji  tbnUle 
and  bonde  of  lixLJVge  shnllen  been  nLu4 
worthy  and  noble  by  the  ficlieftMe.'*^ 
And  Tight  so  om  by  riehess^!  ther  comm 
manye  grxHles,  right  eo  by  jiovcrte  €«w>c 
ther  nmnje  banned  «»d  yveles.  /  Fer 
greet  poverle  cflnatreyncth  a  nuin  to  dd 
mATij'o  yvelea,  /  And  thc!rfi>ro  depetli 
CASfli<1oi:e  poverto  '■'the  moder  of  minp,"/ 
that  ia  to  seyn,  tho  laodex  ef  tfver- 
thmwinge  or  full  111^16  dotm.  /  And  (hcf-  jjgs 
fore  Beith  Pierg  Alfonea  :  '^oon  of  the 
grettestj?  advermte^s  of  this  -wxirld  Uf 
wbAn  i»  free  man,  by  klnde  or  bj  bnrtfae^ 
IS  eonstreyned  by  poverte  to  et*n  the 
aJmesse  of  his  enemy/'  /  And  tlie  auoe 
seith  Innmwnt  in  oon  of  hiae  boket| 
he  ecith  :  that  '*  Bfirwoftil  and  tnish&ppj 
is  the  rondioiiuiii   of  a  i>^>vn>  Wjs^er;/ 
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Other  7Tele&  /  And  therfore  Mith  Salo- 
mon :  **  be  that  haeteth  him  to  bisily  to 
wexe  riche  shal  be  noon  innocent.**  /  He 
■eith  alao :  that "  the  riohesse  that  hastily 
oometh  to  a  man,  eone  and  lightly  gooth 
andpaasethfroaman;/  bnt  that  richesse 
that  Cometh  litel  and  litel  wexeth  alwey 

770  and  multiply eth."  /  And  sir,  ye  shnl 
geten  richesses  by  yonr  wit  and  by  yoor 
trayaille  nn-to  your  profit ;  /  and  that 
with-onten  wrong  or  harm-doinge  to  any 
other  persone.  /  For  the  lawe  seith :  that 
**  ther  maketh  no  man  himselven  riche, 
if  he  do  harm  to  another  wight" ;  /  this 
is  to  seyn,  that  nature  defendeth  and  for- 
bedeth  by  right,  that  no  man  make  him- 
self riche  un*to  the  harm  of  another 
persone.  /  And  Tnllius  seith  :  that  "  no 
sorwe  no  no  drede  of  deeth,  ne  no-thing 

tjjs  that  may  falle  un*to  a  man  /  issomuchel 
agayns  nature,  as  a  man  to  encressen  his 
owene  profit  to  the  harm  of  another  man.  / 
And  though  the  grete  men  and  the  mighty 
men  geten  richesses  more  lightly  than 
thou,  /  yet  shaltou  nat  been  ydel  ne  slow 
to  do  thy  profit;  for  thou  shalt  in  alle 
W3rse  flee  ydelnesse."/  For  Salomon 
•eith  :  that  '*ydelnesso  techeth  a  man  to 
do  manye  yvoles."  /  And  the  same  Salo- 
mon seith  :  that  "  he  that  travailleth  and 
biaieth  him  to  tilien  his  land,  shal  eten 

rpSo  breed  ;  /  but  he  that  is  ydel  and  casteth 
him  to  no  bisinesse  ne  occupaoionn,  shal 
falle  in-to  povcrte,  and  dye  for  hunger.**  / 
And  he  that  is  ydel  and  slow  can  never 
finde  covenable  tyme  for  to  doon  his 
profit.  /  For  ther  is  a  versifiour  seith  : 
that  **the  ydel  man  excuseth  hjon  in 
winter,  l^  cause  of  the  grete  cold ;  and  in 
aomer,  by  enchesoun  of  the  hete.**  /  For 
thise  causes  seith  Caton :  **  waketh  and 
endyneth  nat  yow  over  muchel  for  to 
■lepe;  for  over  muchel  reste  norisseth 
and  caoseth  manye  vices.*'  /  And  ther- 
fore seith  seint  Jerome  :  "  doth  somme 
gode  dedes,  that  the  devel  which  is  our 

ty^  enemy  ne  finde  yow  nat  unoccupied.**  / 
For  the  devel  ne  taketh  nat  lightly  un-to 
hlfl  werkinge  swiche  as  he  findeth  oocu- 
putd  in  gode  werkes.**  / 

§52.  Thanne  thus,  in  getinge  riohoios, 


ye  mosten  flee  ydelnesse./  And  after- 
ward, ye  shul  use  the  richesses,  whiche  ye 
have  geten  by  your  wit  and  by  your 
travaille,  /  in  swich  a  manere,  that  men 
holde  nat  yow  to  scars,  ne  to  sparinge,  ne 
to  fool-large,  that  is  to  seyn,  over-large 
a  spender.  /  For  right  as  men  blamen 
an  avaricious  man  by-cause  of  his  scaraetee 
and  chinoheiye,  /  in  the  same  wyse  is  he  2790 
to  blame  that  spendeth  over  largely.  / 
And  therfore  seith  Caton :  "  use,**  he  seith, 
**  thy  richesses  that  thou  hast  geten  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  men  have  no  matere 
ne  cause  to  calle  thee  neither  wrecche  ne 
ohinche ;  for  it  is  a  greet  shame  to  a  man 
to  have  a  povere  herte  and  a  riche  pur&'*  / 
He  seith  also :  **  the  goodes  that  thou  hast 
y-geten,  use  hem  l>y  mesure,**  that  is  to 
seyn,  spende  hem  mesurably ;  /  for  th^  a^jg 
that  folily  wasten  and  despeuden  the 
goodes  that  they  ban,  /  whan  they  ban 
namore  propre  of  hir  owene,  they  riiapen 
hem  to  take  the  goodes  of  another  man.  / 
I  seye  thanne,  that  ye  shul  fleen  avarice ;  / 
nsinge  your  richesses  in  swich  manere, 
that  men  seye  nat  that  yonr  richesses 
been  y-buried,  /  but  that  ye  have  hem  in 
your  might  and  in  your  weeldinge.  /  For  aSoo 
a  wys  man  repreveth  the  avaricious  man. 
and  seith  thus,  in  two  vers :  /  **  wherto 
and  why  burieth  a  man  hise  goodes  by  his 
grete  avarice,  and  knoweth  wel  that  nodes 
moste  he  dye ;  /  for  deeth  is  the  ende  of 
every  man  as  in  this  present  lyf.**  /  And 
for  what  cause  or  enchesoun  joyneth  he 
him  or  knitteth  he  him  so  faste  un-to 
hise  goodes,  /  that  alle  his  wittes  mowen 
nat  disseveren  him  or  departen  him  from 
hise  goodes  ;  /  and  knoweth  wel,  oroghte  aSo5 
knowe,  that  whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  no- 
thing here  with  him  out  of  this  world?/ 
And  ther-fore  seith  seint  Augustin  :  that 
**the  avaricious  man  is  likned  un-to 
helle ;  /  that  the  more  it  swelweth,  the 
more  desyr  it  hath  to  swelwe  and  de- 
vonre. ' '  /  And  as  wel  as  ye  wolde  eschewe 
to  be  called  an  avaricious  man  or  chinche,  / 
as  wel  sholde  ye  kepe  yow  and  goveme 
yow  in  swich  a  W3rse  that  men  calle  yow 
nat  fool-large.  /  Therfore  seith  Tnllius  :  aSio 
"  the  goodes,**  he  seith,  **  of  thyn  hous  ne 
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ehoLil?  nat  boen  kid^  ne  kept  i»o  oloo«  but 
that  ilicy  mightfl  been  opened  by  piteo 
and  de<bc>naireteci "  ;  /  that  is  to  ttcyn*  to 
j-evfln  part  to  Iiom  that  lion  grtwt  ti«de ;  / 
"ne  thy  goodna  fthuUon  nat  been  eo 
upene,  to  been  every  nuinne^  goodes.'*/ 
Afterward,  m  getinj^a  of  yonr  TicbesBca 
and  in  uaing^  bem^  ye  slml  alwey  Imve 
tb«30  tblngBS  In  yotu-  herto  ;  /  tbat  is  to 
sejn,  *jnr  k*rd  j^,  conAcienoe^  and  f^ood 

aai5  nnma.  /  First,  ye  nhol  hftTe  grod  in  yotir 
berte ;  /  &nd  for  no  licheaHi  ye  AlioU^n  do 
no-thin^t  which  may  in  any  mancjw  dia- 
plesegodf  that  iByoarcreatonrand  maker./ 
For  (tft&r  the  word  of  Solomon;  "it  i» 
b<3ttrQ  to  have  a  litel  (jood  with  the  l»v«  of 
ffod,  /  tbaXL  to  have  muchel  good  ajid 
tJ-eaonr.ttnd  lese  the  love  of  hiA  lord  (swi/'/ 
Aisd  the  prapbeto  i»oitli :  thftt  *'  bottro  it 
is  to  bMii  a  gmsd  man  And  bave  litel  good 

iSjo  and  trosour^  /  than  to  haau  hotden  a  ahrewe 
and  hav»  ^rete  richosaaa^"  /  And  jet 
seya  I  ferthomiore,  that  yv  abalde  alwey 
diion  your  blBinesAe  to  getf^yow  HcbeaaeBr/ 
so  that  ye  j^ete  hem  with  good  eonacl- 
enoo.  /  And  th 'apostle  aeitb  :  that  ^^ther 
uia  tbin^  in  thui  world,  of  which  we 
sbolden  iu^ve  S4>  ja;Toet  jeyg  as  wlia&  onr 
conscmnnu    tMirc:<th    ns    go<x]    wttnone^"/ 


therfore  seith  eeint  August  in  :  that "  thof 
been  two  tbing<^  that  am  ueeeacai-itf  and 
nedef^iUe^  /  mnd  that  ii  ^f»od  eauseiimie* 
and  good  loos ;  /  that  i»  to  oeyii,  goed 
conscienoe  tcrthyn  oweu?  persone  inwsnt 
and  good  loom  for  thy  neighebcm  oirU 
ward."/  And  ho  tJittt  tmst^jth  him  m^ 
muebel  in  bis  gode  ronsci^ncOt  /  that  h* 
diflpl(»etb  and  netteth  at  mag^ht  hU  ipAt 
name  or  tooa,  and  rekkeih  no|rht  ihiraflt 
be  kepe  nat  hifl  gode  najue,  nia  bttt  a  citnt 
cherU  / 

j$  oB.  SItv,  now  ham  I  iluwad  jvfw  hair 
3^  «btil  do  in  getinge  tiiaheme^  and  hov 
ye  ahtiUen  naen  hem ;  /  and  I  tee  w«I, 
tiittt  for  the  titist  that  ye  haa  in  pniJi* 
ridiuajfl^  ye  wyle  muev^  wem  md 
bivtaiil^  /  I  oonaeillo  yow,  tliat  ye  U» 
Ifinne  no  verre  in  trust  <if  jrocu-  TiehoMt; 
fvT  they  ne  ^nflyaen  noght  wecrrsa  to  ntflfa-  i 
teno,  /  And  the  rf ore  aeith  a  pbiJoiWfdiftt  ^ 
'^  thit,t  man  tbat  desyreth  und  wole  al^i«t 
lum  wdrre,  liba]  never  have  sulRs&nnefi  :  / 
for  the  richer  tbat  he  ia,  the  grpttet 
de«pengea  m^iate  he  naakeL^  if  he  wole  hatn 
wor^ip  and  vtetorie/^  /  And  Saloxaao 
mith  :  thnt  "  the  grett^r  rinbr  imnii  titti 
a  mau  hath,  the  mo  deApendours  htt 
bath.'"/     And  dere  at  re,  aI4M*-it  ro  th»l 
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And  dere  nr^  for  as  mnchel  as  there  is 
no  man  certein,  if  he  be  worthy  that  god 
yeve  him  yictorie,  [f  xuunore  than  he  is 
certein  whether  he  be  worthy  of  the  love 
of  god]  or  naught,  after  that  Salomon 
•eith,  /  therforeeveiyman  sholde  greetly 

8I55  drede  werres  to  biginne.  /  '  And  by-caose 
that  in  batailles  fallen  manye  perils,  /  and 
happeth  onther-while,  that  as  sone  is  the 
grete  man  sleyn  as  the  litel  man  ;  /  and, 
as  it  is  written  in  the  seconde  book  of 
SJnges,  **the  dedes  of  batailles  been 
aTentoroose  and  nothing  certeyne ;  /  for 
aa  lightly  is  oon  hurt  with  a  spere  as 
another."  /  And  for  ther  is  gret  peril  in 
werre,  therfore  sholde  a  man  flee  and 
eachewe    werre,     in     as    mnchel    as    a 

860  man  may  goodly.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
*«he  that  loveth  peril  shal  falle  in 
periL"7 

I  54.  After  that  Dame  Pmdence  hadde 
qmken  in  this  manere,  Melibee  answerde 
and  seyde,  /  *  I  see  wel,  dame  Pmdence, 
that  by  your  faire  wordes  and  by  your 
I  that  ye  ban  shewed  me,  that  the 
\  lyketh  yow  no-thing  ;  /  bnt  I  have 
nat  yet  herd  ywxr  oonseil,  how  I  shal  do 
in  this  node.'  / 

§  55.  *  Certes,*  qnod  she,   *  I  conseille 
yow  that  ye  accorde  with  yonre  adver- 

865  aaries,  and  that  ye  have  pees  with  hem.  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  hise  epistles  :  that 
**  hy  concord  and  pees  the  smale  riohesses 
wexen  grete,  /  and  by  debaat  and  discord 
the  grete  richesses  fallen  doon."  /  And 
ye  knowen  wel  that  oon  of  the  gretteste 
and  most  soveroyn  thing,  that  is  in  this 
world,  is  unitee  and  pees./  And  ther- 
fore s^yde  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist  to  hise 
apoatles  in  this  wyse  :  /  "  wel  happy  and 
blessed  been  they  that  loven  and  por- 
ebacen  pees ;  for  they  been  called  children 

970  of  god."  V  *  A  !'  quod  MeUbee,  *  now  see 
I  wel  that  y%  loven  nat  mjm  honoor 
ne  my  worshipe.  /  Ye  knowen  wel  that 
mjme  adversaries  ban  bigonnen  this 
dabaai  and  brige  by  hir  outrage  ;  /  and 
3re  see  wel  that  they  ne  requeren  ne 
pteyen  me  nat  of  pees,  ne  they  asken  nat 
to  be  reeonsUed.  /  Wol  ye  thanne  that 
Z  go  and  maka  me  and  obeye  me  to  heni, 


and  ciye  hem  mercy  ?  /    For  sothe,  that 
were  nat  my  worship.  /    For  right  as  men  2S75 
seyn,  that  "over-greet   homlinesse   en- 
gendreth  dispreysinge,**  so  fareth  it  by  to 
greet  hnmylitee  or  mekenesse.*  / 

§  5^  Thanne  bigan  dame  Pmdence  to 
maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  and  seyde,  / 
*  certes,  sir,  saof  your  grace,  I  love  your 
honour  and  your  profit  as  I  do  myn 
owene,  and  ever  have  doon ;  /  ne  ye  ne 
noon  other  syen  never  the  contrarie.  / 
And  yit,  if  I  hadde  seyd  that  ye  sholde 
ban  purchaced  the  pees  and  the  recon- 
eiliacioun,  I  ne  hadde  nat  muchel  mis- 
taken me,  ne  seyd  amis.  /  For  the  wjrse  a88u 
man  seith:  "  the  dissensionn  biginneth  by 
another  man,  and  the  reconsiling  bi- 
ginneth  by  thy-self.**  /  And  the  prophoto 
seith :  '*  flee  shrewednesse  and  do  good- 
nesse ;  /  seke  pees  and  folwe  it,  as  muchel 
as  in  thee  is.**  /  Yet  seye  I  nat  that  ye 
shul  rather  pursue  to  your  adversaries  for 
pees  than  they  shuln  to  yow ;  /  for  I 
knowe  wel  that  ye  been  so  hard-herted, 
that  ye  wol  do  no-thing  fiir  me.  /  And  2885 
Salomon  seith  :  "  he  that  hath  over-hard 
an  herte,  atte  laste  he  shal  mishappo  and 
mistyde.**  *  / 

§  57.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  dame 
Pmdence  maken  semblant  of  wratthe,  he 
seyde  in  this  wyse,  /  *  dame,  I  prey  yow 
that  ye  be  nat  displesed  of  thinges  that  I 
seye ;  /  for  ye  knowe  wel  that  I  am  angry 
and  wrooth,  and  that  is  no  wonder ;  / 
and  they  that  been  wrothe  witen  nat  wel 
what  they  doon,  ne  what  they  scyn.  /  3890 
Therfore  the  prophete  seith:  that  "trou- 
bled eyon  ban  no  deer  sighte."/  But 
seyeth  and  oonseileth  me  as  yow  lyketh  ; 
for  I  am  redy  to  do  right  as  ye  wol 
desyre;/  and  if  ye  repreve  me  of  my 
folye,  I  am  the  more  holden  to  love  yow 
and  to  preyse  yow.  /  For  Salomon  seith  : 
that  "  he  that  repreveth  him  that  doth 
folye,  /  he  shal  finde  gretter  grace  than 
he  that  deceyveth  him  by  swete  wordes.'*  *  /  ^895 

§  58.  Thanne  seide  dame  Prudence,  '  I 
make  no  semblant  of  wratthe  ne  anger 
bnt  for  your  grete  profit.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  :  "  he  is  more  worth,  that  repreveth 
or  chydeth  a  fool  for  his  folye,  shewlnge 
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liim  scmblant  of  wratthe,  /  than  he  that 
snpporteth  Itim  and  pr<>yseth  him  in  his 
iiiis'loinjjo,  uiiiL  hiuf^^lieth  at  his  folye."  / 
And  this  luiino  Salomon  scith  afterward  : 
that  "by  ihv  »i>rweliil  visage  of  a  man," 
that  i.H  t<»  soyii,  by  the  s<»ry  and  he\"y 
count fuaiinco  of  a  man,  /  '*tho  fool  cor- 

j.HK*  roc'tcth  and  amomloth  him-self.'* '/ 

Ji  .")•>.  Tlianno  soydo  Melibee,  'I  shal 
uat  conno  answero  to  so  manyo  faire 
ivsounsas  yo  put  ten  to  nic  and  showen.  / 
Si*y«^th  shoi-tly  your  wil  and  your  consoil, 
anil  I  am  a  I  roudy  to  fuliillo  and  par- 
fourni'  it."  / 

<5  Oi).  Thanno  «lam«»  Pnidence  discovered 
al  hir  wil  ti»  him.  and  soyilt',  /  '  Iconseille 
yow,'  rinud  sho,  "alH^ven  alio  thinges,  that 
yo  mako  jn't-s  l»it\v«>no  pwl  and  yow;/ 
and  lM.>th  ivconsiliMl  un-to  him  and  to  his 

j«M)5  j^raoi'.  /  For  as  1  have  soyd  yow  hecr- 
bilorn,  j:«kI  bath  sntfrod  yow  to  have  this 
tril»ubu-ioun  and  ilis«'SO  lor  your  sinnos.  / 
And  if  yo  do  as  J  soy  yow,  jtjmI  wol  sonde 
your  advL-nyuios  un-to  yow^,  /  and  maken 
horn  falb-n  at  your  iV.-ot,  ro»ly  to  do  your 
wil  and  your  comandomonts-  /  For 
.Sali>mon  scith  :  "  whan  the  (Mtndicioun 
of  man  is  jdosaunt  and  likingotogod,  /  ho 
I-  h  111  I  u  1  |^i.t  b  1 1 J  0  J )  I !  rt  iffi  iifih »/  man  lies  wi  var- 
jiiiriN'^?^.  and   o^^Tl^^[^^-v-^Lt-th  hom  tt>  luRokpn 


harmea  and  perils  that  been  in  if«m;/  s^n 
and  se>*de  to  hem  in  a  goodly  manerSf 
how  that  hem  ooghte  have  greet  repent- 
aunce  /  of  the  injnrio  and  wrong  that 
they  haddeu  doon  to  Mclibee  Mr  lord,  and 
to  hir,  and  to  hir  doghter.  / 

§  63.  And  whan  they  herden  the  good- 
licho  wordes  of  dame  Pmdence,  /  they 
wercn  so  surprised  and  ni\'iashe«l,  and 
haddcn  so  greet  joye  of  hir,  that  wonder 
was  to  telle.  /  '  A  !  lady !  *  qnod  thc>-, 
'  yo  han  shewed  un-to  us  **  the  blessingo 
of  swetnesse,"  after  the  sawe  of  David  the 
proplictti ;  /  for  the  roconsilingo  which  »V5 
we  been  nut  worthy  to  have  in  no  manere./ 
but  we  oght«  rcqueren  it  witli  greet  cuu- 
tricioun  and  hnmilitee,  /  yo  of  j-our  grete 
gixxlnesse  have  prcscntotl  unto  us.  /  Now 
see  we  wel  that  the  science  and  the  con- 
ningo  of  iSahtmou  is  ful  trowe ;  /  for  he 
seith :  that  "swcto  wordes  multiplyen 
andoncresonfreendes,andnxaken  shr«wes 
to  he  delK>iiaire  and  mcke."  /  app 

§  64,  Cortes,'  quod  they,  '  we  putten 
our  dcMle  and  al  our  materia  and  cause  al 
hooUy  in  your  goode  w^il ;  /  and  been  redy 
to  obeyo  to  the  specho  and  comandemeut 
I  of  my  lortl  Melil^co.  /  And  therfore,  dera 
fljid  beiiig^iiti  Udy,  wo  pre^en  y^m  ani 
biseko  yow  aft  mt?koly  (m  wo  r.^mi»^  bhiI 
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tracionn  and  jtaggement,  and  in  the  might 
and  power  of  hise  enemys.  /  For  Salomon 
seith  ;  "  leveth  me,  and  yeveth  credence 
to  that  I  ghal  sejm ;  I  seye,**  quod  he, 
"  ye  peple,  folk,  and  govemoars  of  holy 
ohirche,  /  to  thy  sone,  to  thy  wyf,  to  thy 

1945  freend,  ne  to  thy  hrother  /  ne  yeve  thou 
never  might  ne  maistrie  of  thy  body,  whyl 
thou  livest."  /  Now  sithen  he  defendeth, 
that  man  shal  nat  yeven  to  his  brother  ne 
to  hia  freend  the  might  of  his  body,  /  by 
a  stronger  reaonn  he  defendeth  and  for- 
bedeth  a  man  to  yeven  him-eelf  to  his 
•nemy.  /  And  nathelees  I  conseille  yon, 
that  ye  mistroste  nat  my  lord.  /  For 
I  woot  wel  and  knowe  verraily,  that  he  is 

aQ5D  debonaire  and  meke,  large,  corteys,  /  and 
noticing  deerirrons  ne  coveitous  of  good  ne 
richesae.  /  For  ther  nis  no-thing  in  this 
world  that  he  desjrreth,  save  only  worship 
and  honoar.  /  Forther-more  I  knowe 
wel,  and  am  right  sear,  that  he  shal 
no-thing  doon  in  this  nede  with-onten 
my  conseiL  /  And  I  shal  so  werken  in 
this  cause,  that,  by  grace  of  onr  lord 
god,  ye  shal  been  reconsiled  nn-to  as.'  / 

§  66.  Thanne  seyden  they  with  o  vois, 
*  worshipfal  lady,  we  patten  as  and  oar 
goodes  al  fally  in  yoar  wil  and  disposi- 

4955  cioun  ;  /  and  been  redy  to  oomen,  what 
day  that  it  lyke  nn-to  yoar  noblesse  to 
limite  as  or  asaigne  as,  /  for  to  maken  our 
obligaoioan  and  bond  as  strong  as  it 
lyketh  nn-to  yoar  goodnesM ;  /  that  we 
mowe  ftUftlle  the  wille  of  yow  and  of  my 
lord  Molibee.'  / 

§  67.  Whan  dame  Prudence  hadde  herd 
the  answores  of  thise  men,  she  bad 
hem  goon  agajrn  prively ;  /  and  she  re- 
toamed  to  hir  lord  Melibee,  and  tolde 
him   how  she  fond  hise  adversaries  fol 

•960  repentant,  /  knowleohinge  fol  lowely  hir 
rinnes  and  trespas,  and  how  they  were 
redy  to  suffren  al  pejme,  /  roquiringe 
and  preyinge  him  of  mercy  and  pitee.  / 

I  68.  Thanne  seyde  Melibee,  '  he  is  wel 
worthy  to  have  pardonn  and  foryifnesse 
of  hia  sinna,  that  ezcoseth  nat  his  sinne,  / 
but  knowleoheth  it  and  repenteth  him, 
Azinge  indnlgenca.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
**  th«r  is  the  remissioon  and  foryifhesse, 


whereas  confessioon  is  ** ;  /  for  confession  2965 
is  neighebore  to  innocence.  /  And  he 
seith  in  another  place :  "  he  that  hath 
shame  for  his  sinne  and  knowlecheth  it, 
is  worthy  remissioun."  And  therfore  I 
assente  and  conferme  me  to  have  pees ;  / 
but  it  is  good  that  we  do  it  nat  with-outen 
the  assent  and  wil  of  our  freendes.'  / 

§  69.  Thanne  was  Prudence  right  glad 
and  joyeftd,  and  seyde,  /  *  Certes,  sir,* 
quod  she,  *ye  han  wel  and  goodly  an- 
swered. /  For  right  as  by  the  conseil,  agytt 
assent,  and  help  of  your  freendes,  ye  han 
been  stired  to  venge  yow  and  maken 
werre,  /  right  so  with-outen  hir  conseil 
shal  ye  nat  accorden  yow,  ne  have  pees 
with  your  adversaries.  /  For  the  lawe 
seith  :  "  ther  nis  no-thing  so  good  by  wey 
of  kinde,  as  a  thing  to  been  unbounde  by 
him  that  it  was  y-bounde.**  *  / 

§  70.  And  thanne  dame  Pvndence, 
with-outen  delay  or  taiyinge,  sente  anon 
hir  messages  for  hir  kin,  and  for  hir  olde 
freendes  whiche  that  were  trewe  and 
wyse,  /  and  tolde  hem  by  ordre,  in  the 
presence  of  Melibee,  al  this  matere  as  it 
is  aboven  expressed  and  declared  ;  /  and  ^975 
preyden  hem  that  they  wolde  yeven  hir 
avys  and  conseil,  what  best  were  to  doon 
in  this  nede.  /  And  whan  Melibees 
freendes  hadde  taken  hir  avjrs  and  de- 
liberacioun  of  the  forseide  matere,  /  and 
hadden  examined  it  by  greet  bisinesse 
and  greet  diligence,  /  they  yave  fol  conseil 
for  to  have  pees  and  rcste ;  /  and  that 
Melibee  sholde  receyve  with  good  herte 
hise  adversaries  to  foryifnesse  and  mercy.  /  3980 

§  71.  And  whan  dame  Prudence  hadde 
herd  the  assent  of  hir  lord  Melibee,  and 
the  conseil  of  hise  freendes,  /  accordo 
with  hir  willo  and  hir  entencioun,  /  she 
was  wonderly  glad  in  hir  herte,  and 
seyde  :  /  *  ther  is  an  old  proverbe,*  quod 
she,  *  seith  :  that  "  the  goodnoase  that 
thou  mayst  do  this  day,  do  it ;  /  and 
abyde  nat  ne  delaye  it  nat  til  to-morwe."  /  2985 
And  therfore  I  conseille  that  ye  sende 
your  messages,  swiche  as  been  discrete 
and  wyse,  /  un-to  your  adversaries  ;  tel- 
lings hem,  on  your  bihalve,  /  that  if  they 
wole  trete  of  pees  and  of  accord,  /  that 
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tli«\v    shnix>    horn,   vitlwmton    delny  or 
taryinp.    t«>   conwu    un-tt)   us.'/     Wliich  j 

>  thin;;   l'.'irt'«»nriH<l   -was   in   th'<lf.  /     And 
■whaniif  tliis«'  tri'Si»as.s«»nrs  rtn«l  reiK-ntinpu 
ioliv  ot  iiir  l..li.>.  xh'M  is  t«n>tyn,  tho  nd-  j 
\irsan<  s  ot  M.-lil..'*-,  /  liad.lon  herd  what 
thisi'  iuiSsai;ors  sty«li  n  uii-t<>  liom.  /  thoy  ' 
wrn-n  riirht  irlad   and  joyolul.   and   an- 
swi-n-'h-n    lul    ni'.U»;lv   and    honipntdy,  / 
y«Mln;jf  ^ra«MS  an«l    tliaiikinerrs   to   hir  | 
l'»rd   Mililwf  anil  t«>  al  his  oompiuiyfi  ;  / 
and  sli«»iH«n  In  in.  \vith-«mt«'n  <!•  lay,  to  (r<t 
Willi   lli»'.    intssjiiri-rs,    and    ohoyo   to    tho 

>  ooinandiiiu.iit  of  ]iir  lord  Mcliheo.  / 

jj  72.   And    ii;;ht   aiii'ii   tlwy  tokon  hir 
\v.  y  fo  th-- <otiit  ot'  MrliU'i",  /  and  tokon 
with  lniii  sonmM-  of  hir  tn.«wo  frffmles.    , 
t'.  II, mU.u  tfith  for  luni  an«l  for  to  In-on 
hir    horw.rf.  /      Ami    whan    tlir-j*    woro 

r'i'iiii»ii  f>th.-  prfS.'iu '  Mi'lil'^M*,  h«;P«'ydo  ■ 

h«"'in  thi>^t--  word<s:.  'it  standfth  thus,' 
41;. .d  M.  iih'i'.  'and  ^^ooth  if  i.s.  that  , 
y<-.  /  ran  ;il»-ss,  an-I  witli-outon  .skilo  and  • 
I  ri'Sonn,  ,  han  <1<mui  i^ntf  injuries  and  | 
wroiitrr.-,  t«»  ni<-  aii'l  to  my  yyyt'  Pru<U*n<.M',  1 
ami  t««  my  .|.»uditcr  also.  /  F«ir  yo  han 
mtp  d  in-To  myr,  lions  hy  vioh-nco,  /  and  ' 
liavG  ihum  Ewi(  h  ontr-vm^,  that  alle  mon  | 
kiiiiuin   wid    ihnt  yf   hiiv+3   d"'P*n'f*d   th©   j 


Bidorc  our  gr^to  repentatince  and  Inwr 
Buhmissioun.  /  and  frraiixiton  iu»  forjw*- 
nesso  of  OUT  ontrn^i'^^nB  trt»sp»i«i  nml  ni- 
foiice.  /  For  wtd  we  kn«»wo,  tliat  y«»nr 
liljcral  graco  and  nicn.*y  Bt rc«cr'ln«n  lum 
forther  in-to  f;o<Minc*8.sc*,  than  dmin  <>r.r 
ontni^on.so  criltos  and  tn'SjtaB  in-to  M-'ik- 
k«Hlnesai»:/  nl-Uwit  that  curwtiJy  and:-'* 
dam)inahly  wo  han  agrilt  ap.iyn  y.-ur 
hei^h  h»r«l«hi]»e.'  / 

§  74.  Thanni'  M»  HIk-o  to'k  ht-m  ni>  ir^* 
tho  pnmnd  ful  l»oniirnf"l.v,  /  and  n-riA-Avl 
hir  ohlif^cionns  an«l  hir  l>«»nd»-s  )»y  hir 
otho.s  u]w»n  hir  pU"p!?o.s  and  iM.rwiS, ; 
an<l  as.si(rn«^d  hi-m  a  r**rt*vn  ihiy  t«»  r»- 
tuiirim  un-to  his  murt,  /  for  to  airr-jitt' 
antl  n.-i-vyvo  th«»  B(.>]it«>n(>(;  and  jnjji'moiit 
that  MeliU-o  wohU>  coniando  tt»  \k:  d«>«»n 
on  ]ioni  hy  the  <'ans«-s  afonr-Soyd  ;  /'  wliichi*  ;i ■-*■ 
thinp»*»<»r<h'yno<l,  every  man  n-toiirncl  to 
hia  hoim.  / 

{5  7r».  And  whan  that  dain*;  IVn«len''t: 
Kauprh  liir  tynie,  slio  freyn«'«l  an«l  «x-d 
liir  hird  Midilio*',  /  what  vinueamv  hi* 
thouKhte  t«»  taken  of  hise  a>lvi-r%iries  ?/ 

J{  7ix  To  wdiitdi  Mi-liheo  answi'rd*'.  ai:d 
seyde,  '  cert«;.s.*  umA  hv,  '  I.  thinks  and 
pttrp€>ffl^  mo  lully  /  to  dcHherite  hcnn  nf  »1 
thrtt  ever  tlie>'  bjin,  And  for  to  putte  hem 


il«-] 
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9S5  may  wflng¥>aile  Ui  food  name;  /  for  it  is 
'writen,  that  "the  olde  good  loos  or  good 
name  of  a  man  is  sone  goon  and  pasaedf 
whan  it  is  nat  newed  ne  renovelled.'*  / 
And  as  tonchinge  that  ye  sejm,  ye  wolo 
exile  yoor  adversaries,  /  that  thinketh 
me  mnchel  agayn  resoan  and  oat  of 
meenre,  /  considered  the  power  that  they 
ban  yeve  yow  iip-on  hem-sel£  /  And  it 
is  writen,  that  "  he  is  worthy  to  lesen  his 
privilege  that  misnseth  the  might  and 

140  the  power  that  is  yeven  him.*'  /  And  I 
aette  cas  ye  mig^te  enjojme  hem  that 
peyne  hy  right  and  hy  lawe,  /  which  I 
trowe  ye'  mowe  nat  do,  /  I  seye,  ye  mighte 
nat  pntten  it  to  execneioan  per-aven- 
tnre,  /  and  thanne  were  it  lyUy  to  re- 
toome  to  the  werre  as  it  was  hifom.  / 
And  therfore,  if  ye  wole  that  men  do  yow 
obeisance,  ye  moste  demon    more  cur- 

<H5  teisly ;  /  this  is  to  aeyn,  ye  moste  yeven 
more  ety  sentences  and  jngements.  / 
For  it  is  writen,  that  "he  that  most 
onrteisly  comandeth, 'to  him  men  most 
obeyen."/  And  therfore,  I  prey  yow 
that  in  this  necessitee  and  in  this  node, 
ye  caste  yow  to  overcome  your  herte.  / 
For  Senek  seith :  that  "  he  that  over- 
eometh  his  herte,  overcometh  twyes.*'  / 
And  Tnllins    seith :  "  ther  is  no-thing 

njD  so  comendable  in  a  greet  lord  /  as  whan 
he  is  debonaixe  and  meke,  and  appeseth 
him  lightly."  /  And  I  prey  yow  that  ye 
wole  finrbere  now  to  do  vengeance,  /  in 
swich  a  manere,  that  yoor  goodo  name 
may  be  kept  and  conserved ;  /  and  that 
men  mowe  have  cause  and  matere  to 
preyse  jrow  of  pitee  and  of  mercy  ;  /  and 
thAt  ye  have  no  canse  to  repente  yow  of 

JOB  thing  that  ye  doon.  /  For  Senek  seith  : 
**  he  overcometh  in  an  yvel  manere,  that 
rapenteth  him  of  his  victorie.**  /  Wher- 
fore  I  pray  yow,  lat  mercy  been  in  yonr 
minde  and  in  yoor  herte,  /  to  th'effect 


and  entente  that  god  almighty  have 
mercy  on  yow  in  his  laste  jngemenl  / 
For  seint  Jame  seith  in  his  epistle: 
"jngement  withonten  mercy  shal  bo 
doon  to  him,  that  hath  no  mercy  of 
another  wight."*/ 

§  78.  Whanne  Melibee  hadde  herd  the 
grete  skiles  and  reeonns  of  dame  Pm- 
dence,  and  hir  wise  informacioons  and 
techinges,  /  his  herte  gan  enclyno  to  the  3^^^ 
wil  of  his  wyf,  consideringe  hir  trewe 
entente;  /  and  conformed  him  anon, 
and  assented  fVilly  to  werken  after  hir 
consoil ;  /  and  thonked  god,  of  whom 
procedeth  al  vertn  and  alle  goodnesse, 
that  him  sente  a  wyf  of  so  greet  discre- 
cionn.  /  And  whan  the  day  cam  that 
hise  adversaries  sholde  apperen  in  his 
presence,  /  he  spak  nnto  hem  fhl  goodly, 
and  seydo  in  this  wyse  :  /  *  al-be-it  so  that  3<i^5 
of  yonr  pryde  and  presnmpcioon  and 
folic,  and  of  3ronr  necligence  and  nn- 
conninge,  /  ye  have  misbom  yow  and 
tre8])a88ed  on-to  me ;  /  yet,  for  as  mnch 
as  I  see  and  biholde  your  grete  hnmilitee,  / 
and  that  ye  been  soiy  and  repentant  of 
your  giltes,  /  it  constreyneth  me  to  doon 
yow  grace  and  mercy.  /  Therfore  I  re-  3070 
ceyve  jrow  to  my  grace,  /  and  foryeve 
yow  ontrely  alle  the  offences,  injuries, 
and  wronges,  that  yo  have  doon  agayn 
me  and  myne  ;  /  to  this  effect  and  to  this 
ende,  that  god  of  his  endelees  mercy  / 
wole  at  the  tjrme  of  our  dyinge  foryeven 
us  our  giltes  that  we  han  trespassed  to 
him  in  this  wrecched  world.  /  For  doute- 
lees,  if  we  be  sory  and  repentant  of  the 
sinnes  and  giltes  whiche  we  han  tres- 
passed in  the  sighte  of  our  lord  god,  /  he  3075 
is  so  tree  and  so  mcrciable,  /  that  ho 
wole  foryeven  ns  onr  giltes,  /  and  bringen 
us  to  his  blisse  that  never  hath  ende. 
Amen.*  /  3078 


Here  is  ended  Cbaucera  Tale  of  Melibee  and  of  Dame  Prudence. 


THE    MONK'S   PROLOGUE, 


The  m«ry  wcs^dea  of  the  Host  td  the  UtmM. 


Wkaw  endfKl  was  my  mle  <rf  Melibcfli, 
And  <¥f  PnidtBfP  ftnd  h  ir  b6^i)^itw^^   iu*Sc> 
Onr  hosto  pt^yde,  '  asi  I  ain  faithful  m&n^ 
And  by  the  jirt'ciiniu  (rwrj7!«r  Mtitirian^ 
I  liailrlo  lovi?r  thetn  a  i^nrA  ale 
That  gofHiq  Jiet  my  ^yt'  haddo  herd  this 

For  she  nia  nt>-thiDj3f  *if  ewich  paQi«(no<i 
As  WSLS  this  ]irf4ilN.^xi3  vryf  lh-Tideii*;o.   i^j86 
iJy  p hides  l*<^fJii'S  I  -whan  I  Iwte my  kmivcff, 
Sha  brinikftli  mo  lorth  the  grete  dabbed 
staves,  (it.ij 

Atid  ei-j'f'^h,  *'  Rb?4?  tbo  iloin^eJi  ftVfi'TichfKja^ 
Aii^l  Virt.'k.  b tills  li"t  bo  Iwik  Jiiitl  fverj'booii.  ' 


FtiT  1  am  pflrildtifl  with  Icnyf  in  facmdev 
Al  bo  It  that  I  dar  not  hir  withstonde,  ji  lo 
Fur  she  is  big  in  amruA.,  by  my  feith^ 
Thht  fihfll  he  fliide,  that  hir  nii«l<>o>tb  Ctf 

seltb, 
Bnt  lat  TLB  pasBft  awey  fro  ihk  outen. 
My  hi^rd  tlie  Uo&k/  qll<Hl  h«i,  "^  b«  m^ 

of  cliens  ; 
For  yp  flbml  telle  n  i&lc  ti**ely.  pt$ 

Lo !  Hon(?bc^tr«  At^nt  het^r  fast«  by ! 
Byd  ft>rthii  mjTi  it^weao  lord^  brsk  ntt  <?ar 

gAmB,  <.30) 

Bttt^  by  my  trnntboj  ki]a<we  laat  ytmr  nain^ 

I  WlifT  sbfil  I  t-alle  yitw  my  Inrti  dan  Jrihii, 
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Not  only  thoa^bnt  eveiy  mighty  man,  3141 
Thogh  he  were  shorn  tol  hye  upon  his  pan, 
Sholde  have  a  vryf;  for  al  the  world  is  lorn ! 
Beligionn  hath  take  up  al  the  com  3144 
Of  tredingf  and  we  borel  men  ben  shrimpes ! 
Of  feble  trees  ther  comen  wrecched  imi>e8. 
This   maketh    that  our  heires  been  so 

sclendre  (69) 

And  feble,  that  they  may  nat  wel  engendre. 
This  maketh  that  onr  wjrvos  wol  assaye 
Religions  folk,  for  ye  may  bettre  paye  3150 
Of  Venns  payements  than  mowe  we  ; 
Ood  woot,  no  lossheburghes  payen  ye ! 
Bat  be  nat  wrooth,  my  lord,  for  that  I 

pleye; 
Fol  ofke  in  game  a  sooth  I  have  herd  seye.* 
This  worthy  monk  took  al  in  pacience, 
And  seyde,  *  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence. 
As  fer  as  sonneth  in-to  honcstee,         3157 
To  telle  yow  a  tiUe,  or  two,  or  three.    (80) 
And  if  yow  list  to  horkne  hiderward, 
I  wol  yow  seyn  the  lyf  of  seint  Edward ; 


Or  elles  first  Tragedies  Wol  I  telle       3161 
Of  whiche  I  have  an  hundred  in  my  celle. 
Tragedio  is  to  sesm  a  certe3m  storie, 
As  olde  bokes  maken  us  memorie, 
Of  him  that  stood  in  greet  pro6i>eritee  3165 
And  is  y-fallen  out  of  heigh  degree 
Into  miserie,  and  endeth  wrecchedly. 
And  they  ben  versifyed  comunly  (9<») 

Of  six  feet,  which  men  clepe  exam^ron. 
In  prose  oek  been  endyted  many  oon,  3170 
And  eek  in  motre,  in  many  a  sondry  wyse. 
Lo !  this  declaring  oughte  y-nough  sutiise. 
Now  berkneth,  if  yow  lykoth  for  to  here ; 
But  first  1 3row  biseke  in  this  matero,  3 1 74 
Though  I  by  ordre  telle  nat  thise  thingee, 
Be  it  of  popes,  emperours,  or  kinges, 
After  hir  ages,  as  men  writen  finde,  (99) 
But  telle  hem  som  bifore  and  som  bihinde. 
As  it  now  comth  un-to  my  remembraunce ; 
Have  me  exoosed  of  mynignoraunoe."  3180 

ExplidL 


THE    MONKES   TALE. 


Here  biglnneth  the  Menkes  Tale,  de  Casibus  Virorum  niastriiun. 


I  WOL  biwayle  in  manor  of  Tragedie 
The  harm  of  hem  that  stode  in  heigh  de- 
gree* 
And  fiUen  so  that  ther  nas  no  remedie 
To  bringe  hem  out  of  hir  adversitee  ;    3 1 84 
For  oertein,  whan  that  fortune  list  to  fiee, 
Ther  may  no  man  the  cours  of  hir  with- 
holds; 
Lat  no  man  tmste  on  blind  prosporitee  ; 
Be  war  by  thise  ensamples  trewe  and  olde. 

LucirvB. 

At  Lnoifer,  though  he  an  angel  were, 
And  nat  a  man,  at  him  I  wol  biginne ;  3190 
Vor,th0^  fortone  may  non  angel  dere,  (11) 


From  heigh  degree  yet  fel  he  for  his  sinne 
Doun  in-to  helle,  wher  he  yet  is  inne. 
O  Lucifer  I  brightest  of  angels  alle, 
Now   artow  Sathanas,    that   maist   nat 
twinne  3195 

Out  of  miserie,  in  which  that  thou  art  falle. 

Adam. 

Lo  Adam,  in  the  feld  of  Damassene, 
With  goddes  owene  finger  wroght  was  he. 
And  nat  bigeten  of  mannes  sperme  un- 

dene, 
And  welte  al  Plaradys,  saving  o  tree.     3300 
Had  never  worldly  man  so  heigh  degree 
As  Adam,  til  he  for  misgovemaunce    {22) 
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Was  drivfi  out  rif'liis  liyc  prospcritco 

To  IftlHjiir.iinrl  tohollc,niidtome8channco. 

Sami»8ox. 

l.n  Sampson,  which  that  was  annunciat 
\\y  th'auir«'l,  1« ►!»««•  'T  liirt  nutivitoo,      3^06 
An«l  was  to  k«m1  ahni^hty  r<»nsecnit, 
And  stiMi.l  in  nobhsso,  whyl  hrmighteBec. 
Was  novrr  swich  another  as  whs  ho, 
Topj>fk('  of  stronj^hcaiul  thcrwith  hartli- 

noss«';  3310 

r.ut  to  his  w.>-\'oH  t«»M»'  h«  his  secree,  (31) 
Tliroii;;h    wlii<h    lio    shjw    him-si'lf,   for 

wn'fchriinotwo. 

Sampson,  this  nohlo  almighty  champioan, 
Withouton  w«'p«"n  s;ivo  his  Iiondes  twoye, 
11.'  slow  ami  al  ti'-n-nti'  tho  loonn,  3215 
Toward  his  wj-ddinf^  walking  by  tho  woye. 
His  lalso  wyl"  cimtlo   him  8«>  pleao   ami 

l»n'y(» 
Til  slu*  liis  consi'il  kn«'W.  and  sho  untrewo 
rii-tohisf(iM>shis<ons*'ilu:anhiwreyo,   3219 
Anil  him  tV>rso<)k,  and  ttK»k  (inothor  nowe. 

Thrco  hundred  foxofl  took  Sampson  fDrirc, 
And  alio  liir  taylos  In'  tojjidor  iHind,     (4^) 
Anil  sotti'  tin-  toxcs  tayh'S  alio  on  ftro, 
F'lr  ho  <""  nvcn-  t4i>  I  Imd  knit  rt  lirimd  ; 


Hye  on  an  hille,  that  men  mighte  bem 
see.  (611 

O  noblo  almighty  Sampson,  Icef  and  den. 
Had  tlion  nat  told  to  wommen  thy  secree. 
In  al  this  worhle  ne  hadde  been  thy  pere ! 

This  Sampson  never  sicer  drank  ne  wyn, 
Ne  on  his  heed  cam  rasonr  noon  ne  shen>. 
By  precept  of  tlie  messager  divyn,  3^47 
For  alle  Iiis  strongtlies  in  his  lieres  were : 
An«l  fully  twenty  winter,  yeer  by  yere, 
H(.i  liaddo  of  Israel  the  govemaunce.  j^w 
But  souo  shal  he  wepen  many  a  ten,  'p.' 
Fur  wommen  slial  him  bringon  to  mi*** 
channce ! 

Un-to  his  Icmman  Dalida  ho  toldo 
That  in  his  heres  al  his  strongthe  lay. 
And  falsly  to  his  fi>-mcn  she  him  solde. 
And  sleping  in  hir  barmo  ap-4in  a  day    ytff* 
Sho  mado  to  clippo  or  shere  liis  heer  awey, 
And  ina«le  his  fo-men  al  his  rnif t  esiij'fu ; 
And  whan  that  tliey  him  fondo  in  tliifl 
,  nrray, 

'  Tlicy  lM)uiidu  him  fasto,  and  patten  out  his 
I  yOn.  J*'" 

Bntorlushoorwcroclipi>odory-shavo.  iSi 
I  Thfr  was  no  bond  with  whicli  nien  might 
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With  £Uliii|r  of  the  gvete  temple  of  stoon. 
Of  Sampson  now  wol  I  na-more  seyn.  3380 
Beth  war  by  this  ensample  old  and  playn 
That  no  men  telle  hir  oonseil  til  hir  wyvee 
Of  twioh  thin^  m  they  wolde  han  secree 

f3»yn. 
If  that  it  tooohe  hir  limmee  or  hir  lyves. 

HXKCULBS. 

Of  Heronlee  the  aoyereyn  oonqoeronr  3385 
8ingen  his  workes  lande  and  heigh  renonn ; 
For  in  his  tyme  of  strengthe  he  was  the 

flaar. 
He  slow,  and  rafte  the  skin  of  the  leoun  ; 
He  of  Centanros  leyde  the  boost  adoon ; 
Ho  Arpies  slow,  the  cruel  briddesfelle ;  3190 
Ho  golden  apples  rafte  of  the  dragoon ;  ( 1 1 1 ) 
He  drow  oat  Cerberos,  the  hound  of  helle  : 

He  slow  the  oxnol  tjrrant  Bnsinis, 

And  made  his  hors  to  frete  hin;!,  flesh  and 

boon; 
He  slow  the  firy  serpent  venimous ;    3J95 
Of  Achelois  two  homes,  he  brak  oon  ; 
And  he  slow  Cacns  in  a  cave  of  stoon  ; 
He  slow  the  geannt  Anthens  the  stronge ; 
He  slow  the  grisly  boor,  and  that  anoon. 
And  bar  the  heven  on  his  nekke  longe.  3300 

Was  never  wight,  sith  that  the  world 
bigon,  (lai) 

That  slow  BO  many  monstres  as  dide  he. 

Thorgh-oat  this  wyde  world  his  name  ran. 

What  for  his  strengthe,  and  for  his  heigh 
boontec,  3304 

And  every  reanme  wente  he  for  to  see. 

He  was  so  strong  that  no  man  mighte  him 
lette; 

At  bathe  the  worldes  endes,  seith  Trophee, 

III  stede  of  bonndes,  he  a  piler  sette. 

A  lemman  hadde  this  noble  oliampioon, 
That  highte  Dianira,  fresh  as  May ;  3310 
And,  asthiseolerkes  maken  mencionn,  (131) 
She  hath  him  sent  a  slierte  fresh  and  gay. 
Alias !  this  sherte,  alias  and  weylaway ! 
Cnvenimed  was  so  sabtilly  with-alle,  3314 
That,  er  that  he  had  wered  it  half  a  day. 
It  made  his  flesh  al  firom  his  bones  falls. 

Bat  nathelass  somme  clerkes  hir  ezotisen 
By  oon  that  highte  Nessns,  that  it  maked ; 


Be  as  be  may,  I  wol  hir  noght  aoonsen ; 
But  on  his  bak  this  sherte  he  wered  al 
naked,  3320 

Til  that  h  is  flesh  was  for  the  venim  blaked. 
And  whan  he  sey  noon  other  remedye,  (14a) 
In  bote  coles  he  hath  him-selven  raked. 
For  with  no  venim  dejoied  him  to  dye. 

Thns  starf  this  worthy  mighty  Hercules  ; 

Lo,  who  may  truste  on  fortune  any 
throwe  ?  3376 

For  him  that  folweth  al  this  world  of  prees, 

Er  he  be  war,  is  ofte  y-leyd  ful  lowe. 

Ful  wys  is  he  that  can  himHMlven  knowe. 

Beth  war,  for  whan  that  fortune  list  to 
glose,  3330 

Than  wajrteth  she  hir  man  to  overthrowe 

By  swich  a  wey  as  he  wolde  leest  sup- 
pose. (152) 

Kabcoodokosob  (Nkbucradkvzzab). 

The  mighty  trone,  the  precious  tresor, 
The  glorious  ceptre  and  royal  magestee 
That  hadde  the  king  Nabugodonosor,  3335 
With  tonge  unnethe  may  discrsrved  be. 
He  twySs  wan  Jerusalem  the  citee ; 
The  vessel  of  the  temple  he  with  him  ladde. 
At  Babiloyne  was  his  soverejoi  see,     3339 
In  which  his  glorie  and  his  delyt  he  hadde. 

The  fairest  children  of  the  blood  royal  (161) 
Of  Israel  he  leet  do  gelde  anoon. 
And  maked  ech  of  hem  to  been  his  thraL 
Amonges  othere  Daniel  was  oon,  3344 
That  was  the  wysest  child  of  everichoon  ; 
For  he  the  dremes  of  the  king  ezpouned, 
Whcr-as  in  Chaldey  clerk  ne  was  ther  noon 
That  wiste  to  what  fyn  his  dremes  souned. 

This  proude  king  leet  make  a  statue  of 
goldo,  3349 

Sixty  cubytes  long,  and  seven  in  brede, 
To  which  image  bothe  yonge  and  olde  (171) 
Ck>maunded  he  to  loute,  and  have  in  drode ; 
Or  in  a  foumejrs  ful  of  flambes  rede 
He  shal  bo  brent,  that  wolde  noght  obeye. 
But  never  wolde  assente  to  that  dode  3355 
Daniel,  ne  his  yonge  felawes  tweye. 

This  king  of  kinges  proud  was  and  elaat, 
He  wende  that  god,  that  dt  in  magestee, 
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No  mighte  lum  nat  birovie  of  hii  «tAiit ; 
But  atMli^yiily  Un  htsiti  liia  digmitee,      3360 
Ami  lyk  h  VhsIo  liiin  ei^inud  for  to  be,     (181) 
And  pet  liHy  aa  an  oxe^  an^l  I'ly  thi*r-onte ; 
In  JTJTJ  with  wiJrio  bciite*  walked  he, 
TU  C4?rteiii  tj-me  wns  y-camo  about*. 

And  lylt  nn  cgles  fptheros  wexe  hia  bereft, 
Hia  na>l€,fl  lyk  a  briddea  dlawfs  were  ;  3366 
Til  gml  r<^\vssiMl  Jiim  a  torttiin  yerea. 
And  yaf  him  -uit ;  an* I  than  with nuu^ & 

tero 
Ho  tliuiikf^d  gixl,  Bcd  ever  his  lyf  in  fere 
Wiis  be  todmm  iuniaj  or  mflre  trespoee,  ^jo 
And,  til  that  ti-mp  be  h^yd  waa  on  hia 

bere, 
Hy  know  that  ^od  wns  fnl  of  might  and 

grace.  (i^) 


Hia  sone,  ^^hich  thiu  Jvighie  Balibasar, 
Tbat  beebl  tbo  rogiie  ftft«r  hiil  fAder  daj, 
He  by  h  iij  Tndor  c  nidr-  nought  he  WftTj   3375 
For  prond  1 10  i^n^  ^f  hurto  and  of  army ; 
And  eek  an  ^^cUjbifitre  wai  bo  fly^ 
MiH  hyo  r^timt  as^ared  him  in  pry  do. 
But  fortune  caste  bitn  duun,  and  tber  bo 
hiy, 


In  al  that  Innd  magieien  waJ  tiocol  ^ 

That  eonda    nxpouj^e   what    thu  letlli 

tuente  ; 
But  Daniel  expcraned  it  anooxL,  i^ 

And  Boyde,  *  kin^,  gt»d  to  thy  &d«r  1«nt« 
Qb>rie  and  horianr,  regne,  treaoiu-,  tent* 
And  he  wns  pn>ud,  and  no^^iun^  god  dc 

dradde,  f«a) 

And  thertbr  god  gret  wrodio  npnni  him 

iento. 
And  him  bimfte  the  re^ne  that  h«  hiMiB, 

He  wofl  out  cast  of  mannei  compai^ye. 
With  asa^  was  his  hahitAciotm,  |4^ 
And  eet  bey  oA  a  tieBto  in  weot  *nd  diy% 
Til  that  he  knew,  by  gnice  ^nd  by  resoajs. 
That  god  of  hoven  bath  domdnacioon 
OvUT^^&ryr^gaa  and  oveiy  creatnre ;  m^i 
And  tbanne  had  god  of  him  coii:|])A«itoan, 
And  bim  TdHtorod  his  legtta  and  hii 
figure.  im\ 

Eek  tboti,  that  art  hia  son  e,  art  promd  9^ 
And  know^at  atle  thiae  thingea  TemJIjT 
And  art  rebel  to  giotj,  and  art  hli  fa  5*'S 
Thou  drank  oek  of  hii  vesaela  boldelj; 
Thy  wyf  eek  and  thy  wenches  sinfully 
Dronkeof  the  same  veBael*Bon^iiTy*T*i**» 
And  beiie^t  tnlse  grMhIefl  cur*e<Uy  ;      j+'^J' 
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For  wli«t  man  that  hath  fireendes  thurgh 
fortune,  3434 

Kishap  wol  make  hem  enemys,  I  geese  : 
Tills  proverbe  ia  Ail  aooth  and  ful  com- 
mone. 

Ckxobia  (ZkhobiaX 

Cenobia,  of  Palimerie  qnene, 
As  writen  Peraiens  of  hir  noblesse, 
So  worthy  was  in  armes  and  so  kene,  3439 
That  no  wight  paised  hir  in  hardinessOf 
Ke  in  linage,  ne  in  other  gentillesse.  {261) 
Of  kinges  Mode  of  Perse  is  she  descended ; 
I  seye  nat  that  she  hadde  most  faimosse, 
But  of  hir  shape  she  mighte  nat  been 
amended.  3444 

From  hir  childhede  I  finde  that  she  fledde 
Office  of  wommen,  and  to  wode  she  wente ; 
And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  she  shedde 
With  arwes  brode  that  she  to  hem  sente. 
She  was  so  swift  that  she  anon  hem  hente, 
And  whan  that  she  was  elder,  she  wolde 
kille  3450 

Leoons,  lepardes,  and  beres  alto-rente,  (aji) 
And  in  hir  armes  welde  hem  at  hir  wille. 

She  doiste  wilde  beestes  dennes  seke. 
And  rennen  in  the  montaignes  al  the 

night, 
And  slepen  under  a  bush,  and  she  coude 

eke  3455 

Wrsstlen  by  verray  force  and  vorray  might 
With  any  yong  man,  were  he  never  so 

wight; 
Tlier  niighte  no-thing  in  hir  armes  stonde. 
She  kepte   hir  maydenhod  from  every 

wight. 
To  no  man  deigned  hir  for  to  be  bonde.  3460 

But  atte  laste  hir  fVendes  han  hir  maried 
ToOdenake,  a  prince  of  that  con  tree,  (38a) 
Al  were  it  so  that  she  hem  longe  taried  ; 
And  ye  shul  understonde  how  that  he 
Hadde  swiche  fantasjres  as  hadde  she.  3465 
Bat  nathelees,  whan  they  were  knit  in- 

fere, 
They  lived  in  joye  and  in  felicitee ; 
For  ech  of  ham  hadde  other  leef  and  dere. 

Sava  o  thing,  that  ahe  never  wolde  aasente 
B|f  iiow«y,thathesholdebyhirlye    3470 


But  ones,  for  it  was  hir  plejoi  entente  (291) 
To  have  a  child,  the  world  to  multiplye ; 
And  al-so  sone  as  that  she  mighte  espye 
That  she  was  nat  with  childe  with  that 

dede, 
Than  wolde  she  sufTre  him  doon  his  fan- 

tasye  3475 

EfUsone,  and  nat  but  ones,  out  of  drede. 

And  if  she  were  with  childe  at  thilke  oast, 
Na-more  sholde  he  pleyen  thilke  game 
Til  fully  fourty  dayes  weren  past ; 
Than  wolde  she  ones  suffre  him  do  tlie 

same.  34^) 

Al  were  this  Odenake  wilde  or  tame,  (301) 
He  gat  na-more  of  hir,  for  thus  she  seyde, 
'  It  was  to  wyves  lecherye  and  shame 
In  other  cas,  if  that   men   with    hem 

pleyde.'  3484 

Two  sones  by  this  Odenake  hadde  she, 
The  whiche  she  kepte  in  vertu  and  let- 

trure; 
But  now  un-to  our  tale  tume  we. 
I  seye,  so  worshipful  a  creature. 
And  wys  therwith,  and  large  with  mesure. 
So  penible    in  the  werre,  and    ourteis 

eke,  3490 

Ne  more  labour  mighte  in  werre  endure, 
Was  noon,  thogh  al  this  world  men  sholde 

seke.  (3u) 

Hir  riche  array  ne  mighte  nat  be  told 
As  wcl  in  vessel  as  in  hir  clothing ; 
She  was  al  clad  in  perree  and  in  gold,  3495 
And  eek  she  lafte  noght,  for  noon  hunting, 
To  have  of  sondiy  tonges  ful  knowing. 
Whan  that  she  leyser  hadde,  and  for  to 

entende 
To  lemen  bokes  was  al  hir  lyking,      3499 
How  she  in  yertu  mighte  hir  lyf  dispende. 

And,  shortly  of  this  storie  for  to  trete,  (3a  1) 
So  doughty  was  hir  housbonde  and  eek 

she. 
That  they  conquered  many  regnes  grete 
In  th'orient,  with  many  a  fair  citee, 
Apertenaunt  un-to  the  magestce  3505 

Of  Bome,  and  with  strong  bond  helde 

hem  tfol  faste ; 
Ne  never  mighte  hir  fo-men  doon  hem  flee, 
hy  whyl  that  Odenakes  dayes  laste. 
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Hir  ItAtAHiMt,  who^o  l«t  hem  far  to  rede, 
Agnjn  8ivpf>r  thp  Idtig  acid  otlitire  mo,  .\>tIO 
An<]  lit^'W  that  al  this  proce«  fil  in  de4etC55i ) 
Why  Blie  canqiMjrfitl  &nd  what  title  htid 

therto^ 
And  aflor  of  hir  meachii^f  luid  hlr  wo, 
How  that  she  was  bisegwl  ond  y-tak^, 
Let  him  tm-tu  my  maiatfjr  PetiArk  |C",  .^ij 
That  -writ  y-non^h  of  thid,  I  n&deTtAk& 

When  Odenako  wilb  deed,  she  mightily 
The  no^t^B  hoeldf  and  with  hir  pro|)cro 

Agnyn  hir  fooa  iho  fanght  fto  cr^ieUy, 
ThAt  titer  nas  lung  ne  prince  in  td  that 

loudfi  iu^)  35^ 

Thai  Lb  na«  glad,  if  that  he  grace  fQUde^ 
That  she  n«t  wolde  ii|x»n  his  lond  werreyB  { 
With  hir  they  mode  nUiiLniice  1^  bnxida 
To  Itoen  in  pees,  and  leto  hir  E^da  And 

pleye. 

The  cmperour  nf  Rome,  Claiidinl,         3525 
Ke  him  hifore,  tho  Eonmyn  Gtilioni 
Ne  dorste  ii^vor  bc^n  m  cnrag«oiuit 
Ke  nix>n  Ermyt),  no  noon  Egfpoien, 
Ke  Surrien^  xia  ncjon  Arnhien, 
Within  the  feld  that  dorate  with  hirfii^hto 
Lest  that  she  woldo  hem  with  hir  hdndeft 
alen  Cisr^  3531 


Amvngea  otlierii  thin^ea  ih^t  lia  wtA, 
Hir  char^  that  waa  witli  gold  wiwiq^l  9od 

perree,  fjji,J  iJ^ 

This  g3net«  B^iimyn,  this  AoreliaB, 
Hath  with  him  IriI,  fior  that  men  ab«lilf 

it  see 
BiftH-ea  hi*  trinmphe  walkctli  »he 
With  gUt#  ehejnos  «m  blr  uekkc  Innigiqf ,' 
Crfjnuned  wa*  *hf*,  as  iL^r  hir  d«gi9c,  jypil 
And  ful  of  perroe  charigv^d  hir  elotlun^. 

Allaa,  fortnne  f  ihe  that  wliyloiQ  wtm 
Ihrcdfhl  to  klngea  and  to  emperoarH, 
Now  gntireth  al  the  p^ple  on  Ut,  «Ilat! 
And  Bho    that   lielmed    waa    in  atukt 

And  wan   l^  fo«D«  tonnda  atrongv  nadL 

toiires, 
Shal  on  hlr  heed  now  were  a  \i\ 
Add  dhe    tbftt    Ihftr    tho    e^ptte    Ad 

Shal  here  a  distaff  hir  co«t  for  to  ^n^ft*^ 

(NKUo/wriotM  in  T* ;  ae«  p,  5174 

Bv  Ficj^RO  Sana  ItrASKis^ 
O    nobZ^f    o    worthy    Pe^o,    glmia 

Bpe^-nei, 
Whom  fortune  lieeld  bo  hy  in 
Wei  ouf^hten  men  thy  pltoaB 


■  atroDgv  naL     j 

A  Tilrfiiniylifl| 
e^ptte    ftJ  ^J 
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Fal  many  a  hethen  wroghtcsiow  fill  wo, 
Of  which  ihyn  owene  liges  hadde  enyye, 
And,  for  no  thing  but  for  thy  ohivalrye, 
Tkay  in  thy  hedde  han  sli^yn  thee  by  the 

morwe.  5586 

Thus  can  fortune  hir  wheel  goveme  and 

gye,  [T.  14707. 

And  out  of  joye  bringe  men  to 


I>x  Bjotammo  vm  Lumbakdia. 

Of  Velan  grete  Bamabo  Yisooimte,    3589 
Ood  of  delyt,  and  sooorge  of  Lombardye, 
Why  flholde  I  nat  thyn  infortnne  aoonnte, 
Siih  in  estaat  thou  clombe  were  so  h3re  ? 
Thy  brother  sone,  that  was  thy  doable 

•llye,  (413) 

For  he  thy  nevew  was,  and  sone-in-lawe, 
With-inne  his  prisoon  made  thee  to  dye ; 
But  why,  ne  how,  noot  I  that  thou  were 

slawe.  3596 

Dx  HuoxLno,  Ck>inT*  d«  Punc 

Of  the  erl  Hogelyn  of  Fyse  the  langonr 
Ther  may  no  tonge  telle  for  pitee ; 
Bat  litel  oat  of  F^se  stant  a  tonr, 
In  whiohe  tonr  in  prisoon  pat  was  he,  3600 
And  with  him  been  his  litel  children 

three.  (431) 

The  eldeste  scarsly  fyf  yeer  was  of  age. 
Alias,  fbrtane !  it  was  greet  craeltee 
Swiche  briddes  for  to  patte  in  swiohe  a 

cage!  3<^ 

Daxnpned  was  he  to  d^ye  in  that  prisoon. 
For  Boger,  which  that  bisshop  was  of  Fyse, 
Hadde  on  him  maad  a  fals  soggestioon,. 
Thorgh  which  the  peple  gan  opon  him 

ryse,  (4^8) 

And  patten  him  to  prisoon  in  swioh  wyse 
As  ye  han  herd,  and  mete  and  drink  he 

hadde  3<^i(> 

So  smal,  that  wel  onnethe  it  may  sofiyse. 
And  therwith-al  it  was  iaX  povre  and 

badde. 

And  on  a  day  bifil  that,  in  that  hoor, 
Whan  that  his  mete  wont  was  to  be  broght. 
The  gayler  shette  the  dores  of  the  toor. 
He  herde  it  wel, — bat  he  spak  right  noght, 
And  in  his  herte  anon  ther  fil  a  thoght. 
That  they  for  hanger  wolde  doon  him  dyen. 


qood  he,   *  alias!    that  I  was 
wroght !  *  (439)  3619 

Therwith  the  teres  fiUen  Arom  his  yfin. 

His  yonge  sone,  that  three  yeer  was  of  age, 
Un-to  him  seyde,  *  fSftder,  why  do  ye  wepe  ? 
Whan  wol  the  gayler  bringen  oor  potage. 
Is  ther  no  morsel  breed  that  ye  do  kepe  ? 
I  am  so  hongry  that  I  may  nat  slope.  3635 
Now  wolde  god  that  I  mighte  slepen  ever ! 
Than  sholde  nat  honger  in  my  wombe 

crepe; 
Ther  is  no  thing,  save  breed,  that  me 

were  lever.' 

Thos  day  \jy  day  this  child  bigan  to  ciye, 
Til  in  his  fiulres  barme  adoon  it  lay,  3630 
And  seyde,  *  far-wel,  &der,  I  moot  dye,* 
And  kiste  his  fader,  and  deyde  the  same 
day.  (452) 

And  whan  the  wofdl  fader  deed  it  sey. 
For  wo  his  armes  two  he  gan  to  byte. 
And  seyde,  *allas,  fortone !  and  weylaway ! 
Thy  false  wheel  my  wo  al  may  I  wyte ! ' 

His  children  wende  that  it  for  hanger  was 
That  he  his  armes  gnow,  and  nat  for  wo, 
And  seyde,  '  fl&der,  do  nat  so,  alias ! 
Bot  rather  eet  the  flesh  opon  as  two ;  3640 
Oor  flesh  thoo  yaf  as,  tak  oor  flesh  as  fro 
And  eet  y-noogh  : '  right  thos  they  to  him 

seyde,  (46^) 

And  after  that,  with-in  a  day  or  two. 
They  leyde  hem  in  his  lappe  adoon,  and 

deyde.  3644 

Him-self,  desi)eired,  eek  for  hanger  starf ; 
Thos  ended  is  this  mighty  Erl  of  Pyse ; 
From  heigh  estaat  fortone  awey  him  carf. 
Of  this  Tragedie  it  oghte  y-noogh  sofifyse. 
Who-so  wol  here  it  in  a  longer  wyse,  (469) 
Redeth  the  grete  i>oete  of  Itaille,        3650 
That  highte  Dant,  for  he  can  al  devyse 
Fro  point  to  point,  nat  o  word  wol  he  faille. 
[T.  1477*. 
{For  T.  14773,  ses  p.  543 ;  ybr  T.  14380, 
SM  p.  536X 

Kna 

[T.  14381. 
Al-thoogh  that  Kero  were  as  vicioos 
As  any  feend  that  lyth  fol  lowe  adoon, 
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Yflt  he,  as  teltetb  us  Bwetoniiu,  3#55 

Tills  wyde  world  haddo  iu  aii1)jecoi«iiik» 
Both  Est  and  West,  ■(  Sontli  and  Soptom- 

triouti  ; 
Of  rubks,  sapbij*ea,  anil  of  perlefl  wbyte 
Werft  alle  his  d  loth  cs  Lrouded  up  and  dcmn ; 
Por  he  in  gcmmefl  greetly  gan  del^teL  ^66a 

Hor«  ddUfMi^t,  morepompoiifl  of  flrmy,  (+*i> 
llijrt?!  prQfttd  wus  udvi?r  emperotiT  thou  be  ; 
Thftt  ilko  clnth,  that  h«  had  wered  o  dny^ 
After  thflrt  tyino  he  nuld^  it  never  hcq. 
XettcM  orgoW^Jired  hftddts  ho  gncst  plentee 
T(^  fi^bo  in  Tybrcj  wbau  him  ILste  pleja 
Hia  InsttiS  were  al  hiwo  in  hbi  d^crear 
For  fortune  as  hifi  frmud  him  wol(l«  oboya. 

Ho  Romp  bmtide  for  hb  dalicaeya  ; 
The  sonntimrs  he  slow  np-on  fl  day,    3670 
To  here  how  mc*ii  wolde  wc^hj  and  crye  ; 
And  slow  hlA  brother,  and  by  hii  aieter 
laj-  (493) 

His  mfsder  tmido  be  in  pitonn  arrays 
For  he  hir  womho  stitt43|  to  bibolda 
"ViTicr  be  cuuct^j'ved  wo* ;  bo  vi'eilA.wcy  ! 
That  h.Q  ao  Utcl  of  hia  moder  totde  1    j6;6 

Ntj  ture  out  of  hii  y0n  for  t^wt  sight  0 
No  oam,  hot  aoydo^  *  &  fair  womtnan  vna 
she.' 


*  Sir/  wolde  he  wyn,  ^  wn  emEwmiir  mart 

B«  vertTUAUf  iind  hat«  tiirnnfiye^^ — 
For  whic!^  be  tn  a  bAtb  inAdle  him  to  hUA 
On  botho  hii  armefl,  tU  hj«  nifiate  dy«. 


This  Nero  bitdde  oek  of  ucv 

In  y^rathe  ngcyn  hia  suuster  far  lo  tjipii 

Which  Rr^borward  him  thou^te  a  giM 

Tlierfor  be  mad?  hi^  dey^rn  in  LhiiVTn 
Bui  natUetes  this  ^ue<:a  Uie  vyse     37QJ 
Choef  141  a  biLtb  to  deye  in  thu  manst^ 
Ejttber  tluui  haii  miotber  tonneoty**^ 
And  thn^hath  Neifo  elayn  hit  t 


Now  fil  it  ao  that  fortnnd  11^  ju»  Itoirv 
The  by*  prydo  uf  IToro  to  dieiryM  ;     j^io 
For  though  that  bo  we™  strong,  i^t  mu 

flho  stringer ;  isiil 

Sho  tbouBbt43  tbu,%  '  by  gttd^  I  am  to  injw 
To  »ott«  ft  Juan  that  ih  fnlfild  of  ^yw 
In  h o%h  de^gTM,  axul  omperonr  bii&  ealk 
By  god,  ont  of  hu  wt©  I  *ol  him  fiyw; 
Wh<5n  he  leeat  wenetb,  soiMOt  ihai  Iw 

fidle,'  spi 

The  p«pji}  roos  np^on  hini  on  a  nj^t 

For  hU  f.ictnnte^  and  whan  he  it 
Out  of'  hi^  ♦lorf'3  aiiini  be  hivtb  bim. 
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And  to  thise  eherles  two  he  gan  to  prejre 
To  sleen  him,  and  to  girden  of  his  hoed, 
That  to  his  hody,  whan  that  he  were  deed, 
Were  no  deepjrt  y-doon,  for  his  defame. 
Him-eelf  he  slow,  he  coade  no  better  reed, 
Of  which  fortone  longh,  and  hadde  a 
game.  3740 

Dk   Ou>rEIUIO  (HoLOflBRKIs). 

Was  never  capitajna  under  a  king      (561) 
That  regnes  mo  pntte  in  sabjeocionn, 
Xe  strenger  was  in  feeld  of  alle  thing, 
As  in  his  tyme,  ne  gretter  of  renoon,  3744 
Ne  more  pompons  in  heigh  presumpcionn 
Than  Olofcme,  which  fortune  ay  kiste 
80  likoroosly,  and  ladde  him  up  and  doun 
Til  that  his  heed  was  of,  er  that  he  wiste. 

Nat  only  that  this  world  hadde  him  in 

awe 
For  lesinge  of  richesse  or  liberteo,       3750 
But  he  made  every  man  reneyo  his  lawe. 

*  Nabugodonoflor  was  god,'  soydo  lie,  (573) 

*  Noon  other  god  sholde  adoured  bo.' 
Ageyns  his  heste  no  wight  dar  trespace 
Save  in  Bethnlia,  a  strong  citeo,         3755 
Wher  Eliachim  a  prest  was  of  that  place. 

But  tak  kepe  of  the  deeth  of  Olofem ; 
Amidde  his  host  he  dronke  lay  a  night, 
With<>inne  his  tente,  large  as  is  a  bem. 
And  yit,  for  al  his  pompe  and  al  his 

might,  37^X1 

Judith,  a  womman,  as  he  lay  upright, 
81eping,  his  heed  of  smoot,  and  from  his 

tente  0»«2) 

Ful  prively  she  stal  from  every  wight. 
And  with  his  heed  unto  hir  toun  she 

wente. 

Dk  Rsok  AxTHiociio  iixcsmi. 

What  nedeth  it  of  King  Anthiochus  3765 
To  telle  his  hye  roynl  magestee. 
His  hye  prydo,  Iiis  werkes  vonimous? 
For  swich  another  was  ther  noon  as  he. 
Bede  which  that  he  was  in  Machabee, 
And  rede  the  proude  wordes  that  he  seydc. 
And  why  he  fil  fro  heigh  prosperitee,  (591} 
And  in  an  bil  how  wrechedly  ho  deyde. 


Fortune  him  hadde  enhaunced  so  in  pryde 
That  verraily  he  wende  ho  mighte  attayno 
Unto  the  sterres,  upon  every  syde,  3775 
And  in  balance  weycn  och  montayne. 
And  alle  the  flodos  of  the  see  restrayne. 
And  goddes  pepio  hadde  he  most  in  hate. 
Hem  wolde  he  sleen  in  torment  and  in 

payno, 
Wening  that  god  no  mighte  his  prydo 

abate.  (600)  37i?i) 

And  for  tliat  Nichanor  and  Thimothee 
Of  Jewes  weren  vonquiashed  mightily, 
Unto  the  Jewes  swich  an  hate  hadde  ho 
That  he  bad  greithe  his  char  ftil  hastily, 
And  swoor,  and  seyde,  ful  despitously, 
Unto  Jerusalem  he  woMo  eft-sone,      3786 
To  wreken  his  ire  on  it  ful  cruelly ; 
But  of  his  purpos  he  was  lot  ful  sono. 

Qod  for  his  manace  him  so  sore  smoot 
With  invisible  wounde,  ay  incurable,  3790 
That  in  his  guttos  carf  it  so  and  boot  (611) 
That  his  poynos  weren  importable. 
And  certoinly,  the  wreohe  was  resonable. 
For  many  a  mannos  gnttes  dide  he  po>nie  ; 
But  from  his  purpos  cursed  and  damp- 

nablo  3795 

For  al  hi3  smert  he  wolde  him  nat  re- 

streyne ; 

But  bad  anon  apparaillen  his  host. 
And  soflcynly,  er  he  of  it  was  war, 
Qod  daunted  al  his  pryde  and  al  his  boet. 
For  he  so  sore  fil  out  of  his  char,         38tM) 
That  it  his  limes  and  his  skin  to-tar,  (6^1) 
So  that  he  neither  mighte  go  no  rydo, 
But  in  a  chajror  men  abonto  him  bar, 
Al  for-brusod,  bothe  bak  and  sydo.      38*  ^ 

The  wreche  of  god  him  smoot  so  cruelly 
That  thurgh  his  body  wikked  wormos 

cropte ; 
And  ther-withnil  he  stank  so  horribly. 
That  noon  of  al  his  me3meo  that  him 

kepte, 
Whether  so  he  wook  or  elles  slepte,   3809 
No  mighte  noght  for  stink  of  him  endure. 
In  this  moschief  he  wayled  and  oek  wepte, 
And  knew  god  lord  of  every  creature. 

To  al  his  host  and  to  him^self  also      (633) 
Ful  wlatsom  was  the  stink  of  his  oareyne ; 
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No  man  ne  might?  Moi  lM)ri»  to  na  fro. 
And    in    thig    rtink    And    tliU   horriUfi 
pfiyno  5S16 

H«  fltarf  fill  wrftcchedls"  m  ft  monteyne, 
Tlin^  hatii  thisroliboiir  iLud  thtit  homleyde, 
Thftt  Hinny  a  man  m^Q  to  vep»  K&d 

Bwich  guerdon  nil  bilongetlt  tmio  pryde. 

The  fltorie  of  Alisatmdro  l«  so  comiine^ 
Th*t  <?very  wight  thltt  hath  dii<:«eioU!l 
Hiiih  hord;  ttomivhiLt  or  &1  of  hts  forttmo^ 
Thin  wyda  TrorWt  as  in  <»n<iliiKioim,  (644) 
He  van  by  Atreng^he,   or  for  bia    hye 

itincmn  s^if 

They  weiren  gliid  for  |>e*s  fin -to  Lun  sende. 
Tlie  pryd«  6f  inAn  a&d  bfi«t«  he   leyde 

adotifi^ 
Whor-so  ho  cam,  nn-to  tbe  w«»ddfi<  endo. 

rompftrisouu  mjf^ht  never  yit  be  mak«d 
Bitwixo  him  find  iLnnthijdr  eotKinerotir  ; 
For  111  this  W4irld  for  drede  of  bitn  bath 

He  imu  of  knightb  net  e  and  of  fredotm  float ; 
Fortiuie  bim  imbdo  the  heir  of  hir  bonanr ; 
Sjive  vryn  nnd  worn  men,  no4bin^  jni^bto 


Tby  MjfM  fortone  hatli  tttmed  Into  lo^  (iVfi'i 
Aod  yit  for  tliee  ne  wieep  she  nefvr  a  t#i*  t 

Who  ihiil  m«  jcvdn  teim  t«>  crimpJ«^p 
Thu  d««th  of  ^ctit  LLlGs^a  and  of  frsaucb^ 
That  ft]  the  world  w«ld^  in  hb  daciif!^^* 
And    yit  him    thou^ht«  it  lolglkte  nat 
mifymy?  ^ 

Btt  fal  wag  hli  (?orag«  of  heig-h  ^mpiyveL 
Alhta  S  who  sbal  me  helpe  to  ondyte 
Talae  foriane,  and  piioon  tfl  dempjwe^, 
The  which*  two  of  al  thi*  wo  1  iwjte  !*  |Sr« 

Da  Jruo  Cics4a£,  ^ 

By  wifldom,  manbede,  and  by  greet  Ulisaar 
Fro  humbk  bed  to  royal  maj^eatoe^    'Wj; 
l*p  rooB  he,  Jtllina  tbe  conqnereor^ 
That  w«.n  al  thWcident  by  lend  and  titv 
By  sti^nutbe  of  bond^  ftr  etlea  by  tnlii^ 
And  nn^to  Eume  mado  h«m  tribatari* ; 
And  fiitthe  of  Bome  tb^i  «mperonr  wHi  L^ 
Ti3  that  fortune  wa^  hU  wdvenari^t 

O  niigiity  C<s«*rj  tbat  In  Theiaalyfi 
Agcyn  Fomp«infl,  fiulcr  tbju  in  liiw«^  1 
That  of  th^orient  haddi^  al  tbe  cJilTalryr 
Aa  fer  aa  that  the  daj-  higutttetb  daw*, 
Tbrm  thurj^h   thy  kui^hthode   hii^  hvm 
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And  cast  the  place,  in  whiche  he  sholde 
dye  (7»0 

With  bosrdekins,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse. 

This  Julias  to  the  Capitolie  wente 
Upon  a  day,  as  he  was  wont  to  goon, 
And  in  the  Capitolie  anon  him  hente  3895 
This  false  Bmtus,  and  his  othere  foon, 
And  stikcde  him  with  boydekins  anoon 
With  many  a  woonde,  and  thus  they  lete 

him  lye ; 
Bat  never  gronte  he  at  no  strook  but  oon, 
Or  ellcs  at  two,  hut-if  his  storie  lye.    3900 

80  manly  was  this  Julias  at  herte       (731) 
And  so  wel  lovede  estaatly  honestee, 
That,  thongh  his  deedly  woundes  sore 

smerte. 
His  mantel  over  his  hippes  casteth  ho. 
For  no  man  sholde  seen  his  privitee.  3905 
And,  as  he  lay  on  de3ring  in  a  traunce, 
And  wiste  verraily  that  deed  was  he. 
Of  honestee  jrit  hadde  he  remembraunce. 

Lucan,  to  thee  this  storie  I  recomonde. 
And  to  Sweton,  and  to  +Valerie  also,  3910 
That  of  this   storie   Mmcyien  word   and 

ende,  (730 

How  that  to  thise  grete  oonqueroures  two 
Fortune  was  first  freend,  and  sithen  fo. 
No  man  ne  truste  ap^n  hir  favour  longe, 
Bat  have  hir  in  awayt  for  ever-mo.     3915 
Witnesse    on    alle    thise    conqueroures 

stronge. 

Cbescs. 

This  riche  Oesus,  whylom  king  of  Lyde, 
Of  whiche  Cresus  Cyrus  sore  him  dradde, 
Yit  was  he  caught  amiddes  al  his  pryde, 
And  to  be  brent  men  to  the  fyr  him  ladde. 
But  swich  a  reyn  doun  fro  the  welkne 
shadde  (740  39^1 

That  slow  the  fyr,  and  made  him  to  escape ; 
But  to  be  war  no  grace  yet  he  hadde. 
Til  fortune  on  the  galwes  made  him  gape. 

Whan  he  escaped  was,  he  can  nat  stente 
For  to  Inginne  a  newe  werre  agayn,    3926 


He  wende  wel,  for  that  fortune  him  sente 
Swich  hap,  that  he  escaped  thurgh  the 
rayn,  (74«) 

That  of  his  foos  he  mighte  nat  be  slayn  ; 
And  eek  a  sweven  up-on  a  night  he  mette, 
Of  which  he  was  so  proud  and  eek  so  flftyn, 
That  in  vengeaunce  he  al  his  herte  sette. 

Up-on  a  tree  he  was,  as  that  him  thoughte, 
Ther  Juppiter  him  wesh,  bothe  bak  and 
syde,  (754) 

And  Phebus  eek    a    fair    towaille  him 
broughte  3935 

To  drye  him  with,  and  ther-for  wex  his 

pryde; 
And  to  his  doghter,  that  stood  him  bisydo, 
Which  that  he  knew  in  heigh  science 

habounde. 
He  bad  hir  telle  him  what  it  signifyde. 
And  she  his  dreem  bigan  right  thus  ex- 
pounds 394^ 

'The  tree,*  quod  she,  ^the  galwes  is  to 

mene,  (7^0 

And  Juppiter  bitokneth  snow  and  reyn, 
And  Phebus,  with  his  towaille  so  dene, 
Tho  ben  the  sonne  stremes  for  to  seyn , 
Thou  shalt  anhanged  be,  fader,  certeyn ; 
Reyn  shal  thee  wasshe,  and  sonne  shal 

thee  drye ; '  394^ 

Thus  warned  she  him  ful  plat  and  ful 

pleyn. 
His    doughter,  which    that    called  was 

Phanye, 

Anhanged  was  Cresus,  the  proude  king, 
His  royal  trone  mighte  him  nat  availlo. — 
Tragedie  is  noon  other  maner  thing,  (771) 
Ne  can  in  singing  crye  ne  biwaille,     3952 
But  for  that  fortune  alwey  wol  assaille 
With  unwar  strook  the  regnes  that  ben 

proude ; 
For  when  men  trusteth  hir,  than  wol  she 

faille,  395.'? 

And  covere  hir  brighte  face  with  a  doude. 
[See  L  3565  on  p.  53(5, 
Explicit  Tragedia, 


Here  atinteth  the  Knight  the  Monk  of  his  Tale. 
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The  pcoIo^«  of  the  Koime  Preeates  Tale. 


*Ho!^    qno(l  the  knight,   ^good  air,  nn- 
morn  of  thiSj  3057 

That  ya  han  seyd  Ia  right  y-nough^  y-^9| 
And  moolif^l  m*  rre  ;  for  Litel  he¥iiie«Bd 
la  rigltt  .v-iinn^h  Ui  mochiil  folk^  I  gassed 
1  «pyG  for  me,  it  u  a  greet  diseso  ^f;Gi 

Wher^HS  men  hj»u  km   in  gre&t  w^h<» 

find  c^iM), 
To  herjen  of  liir  nodd^n  fal^  ifiHiM ! 
And    tho    contr&rie    is  joia    imd    greet 
Si -Us,  3064 

As  wlinn  n  mnn  hnth  been  in  povrs  ostaat. 
And  clymbeth  up,  itnrt  isroxeth  fortEuiAt^ 
And  tberabydeth  in  fipoffperitea^  (ii) 

Sw[ch  tiling  iji  gladj!DTn,  aa  it  thtiikf^th  nu*, 
And  of  BTi^ifib  tiling  were  goodly  for  to 


I  pneya  yow  hnrtely,  teil«  lui  atmnwiMt  eWmt 
For  fiikerty,  ner«  ^linkinif  of  your  li^Um, 
That  on  yonr  brydel  haagn  an  «TeTy  *y^ 
B/  hovon  king^  tlmt  f<ir  Hi  ^e  dy4«^»  1  H&i 
I  ^boldo  «r  thia  luui  fallen  donn  fair  iJj«p4 
Although  thti  slough  had  never  b»it  ■» 

Thi&n  hul  yoof  ialo  al  be  told  in  ny& 
For  certeinly,  aj  th&t  thi«e  clerkea  m^ 
*' Whfir-HBamftn  may  have  nocinn 
Kctght  helpeth  it  to  tellen  hi»  t 
And  «el  I  woot  tht>i  iEabstt&n4±e  is  te  iiw» 
If  wiy  thing  fihul  w^l  reporl^  b&  |K-4 
Sir,  sey  aom  what  caf  linntui^,  I  ^•ontj&tf^* 
^Nay,'  4|iiotl  this  mpnk,  *I  heye  a^hNl 
to  ideyo ;  ify 
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THE  NONNE   PREESTES  TALE. 


Here  bigiimeth  the  Nonne  Preestes  Tale  of  the  Cok  and  Hen, 
Channtecleer  and  Peitelote. 


A  poYsx  widwe,  somdel  stape  in  age, 
Wm  why  lorn  dwelling  in  a  narwe  ootage, 
Bisyde  a  grove,  stonding  in  a  dale. 
This  wid  we,  of  which  I  telle  yow  my  tale, 
Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  last  a  wjrf, 
In  pacience  ladde  a  fhl  simple  lyf,     4016 
For  litel  was  hir  catel  and  hir  rente ; 
By  honsbondrye,  of  snch  as  Gk>d  hir  sente, 
8hefond  hir-eelf^  and  eek  hir  doghtren 

two. 
Three  large  sowes  hadde  she,  and  namo, 
Three  kyn,  and  eek  a  sheep  that  highte 

Halle,  (11)  4031 

Fal  sooty  was  hir  boor,  and  eek  hir  halle, 
In  which  she  eet  fnl  many  a  solendre 

meeL 
Of  poynannt  sance  hir  neded  never  a  deel. 
No  deyntee  morsel   passed   thorgh  hir 

throte;  4035 

Hir  dyete  was  accordant  to  hir  cote. 
Repleccionn  ne  made  hir  never  syk ; 
Attempree  dyete  was  al  hir  phisyk, 
And  exeroyee,  and  hertes  snffisannoe.  4029 
The  gonte  lette  hir  no-thing  for  to  daonce, 
K'i^K^lex3^  shente  nat  hir  heed ;         (ai) 
Ko  wyn  ne  drank  she,  neither  whyt  ne 

reed; 
Hir  bord  was  served  most  with  whyt  and 

Uak, 
Milk  and  broon  breed,  in  which  she  fbnd 

nolak, 
S^ynd  baooon,  and  somtjrme  an  ey  or 

tweye,  4035 

For  she  was  as  it  were  a  manor  deye. 

A  yerd  she  hadde,  enclosed  al  abonte 
With  stikkes,  and  a  drye  dich  with-onte. 
In  which  she  hadde  a  cok,  hight  Chann- 
tecleer, 4039 
In  al  the  landof  crowing  nas  his  peer,  (yt) 
His  vois  was  merier  than  the  mery  orgon 
On  messe-dayes  that  in  the  chirche  gon ; 


Wei  sikerer  was  his  crowing  in  his  logge, 
Than  is  a  clokke,  or  an  abbey  orlogge. 
By  nature  knew  he  ech  ascencionn    4045 
Of  eqninoxial  in  thilke  toon ; 
For  whan  degrees  fifteno  were  ascended, 
Thanne  crew  he,  that  it  mighte  nat  ben 

amended.  (38) 

His  comb  was  redder  than  the  fyn  coral. 
And  batailed,  as  it  were  a  caatel-waL  4050 
His  bile  was  blak,  and  as  the  jeet  it  shoon ; 
I^k  asnr  were  his  legges,  and  his  toon  ; 
His  nayles  whytter  than  the  lilie  flonr. 
And  lyk  the  bnmed  gold  was  his  colonr. 
This  gentil  cok  hadde  in  his  govemaunce 
Sevene  hennes,  for  to  doon  al  his  plesannce, 
Whiohe  were  his  snstres  and  his  para- 

monrs,  4057 

And  wonder  lyk  to  him,  as  of  colours. 
Of  whiohe  the  faireste  hewed  on  hir  throte 
Was  cleped  faire  damoysele  Pertelote. 
Cnrteys  she  was,  discreet,  and  debonaire. 
And  compaignable,  and  bar  hir-self  so 

faire,  (52) 

Sin  thilke  day  that  she  was  seven  night 

old. 
That  trewely  she  hath  the  herte  in  hold 
Of  Channtecleer  loken  in  every  lith ;  4065 
He  loved  hir  so,  that  wel  was  him  ther- 

with. 
Bnt  snch  a  joye  was  it  to  here  hem  singe. 
Whan  that  the   brighte  sonne  gan  to 

springe,  4068 

In  swete  accord,  *  my  lief  is  faren  in  londe.* 
For  thilke  tyme,  as  I  have  nnderstonde, 
Bestes  and  briddes  conde  speke  and  singe. 
And  so  bifel,  that  in  a  daweninge,    (62) 
As  Channtecleer  among  his  wyvos  alle 
Sat  on  his  perche,  that  was  in  the  halle. 
And  next  him  sat  this  faire  Pertelote,  4075 
This  Channtecleer   gan  gronen  in  his 

throte. 
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B.    ^^e  Qtonne  pxtmitB  Tatu    [t*  t^^^i^p. 


Am  mui  tbftt  is  hlu  dreeln  ifl  df  wjcKed  *citc. 

Aiid  "Fhon  that  Portelote  tliOi  Itenlti  liiiu 

Tore,  4"7* 

Wliat  eyli?tbi  yt>w^  tii  grono  in  thk  manere^ 
Ye  iiMii  &  vorray  s]pp(.'f « fy  for  ibmue  I '  (71) 
Anil    he     iLi]iSW(>nJa     ajid    ti^yda     tlins, 

I  pfny  yow,  thnt  >"«  t&ke  It  n&t  k-^iiof : 
By  Kf^t  ino  mctte  I  was  in  nrich  maacbief 
Right  now,  tlmit  jet  myu  h^rte  b  tore 

afriebt,  4o»5 

X»w  god,'  tinod  ho,  *  my  fwevem^  T^oofae 

ttriijbtt 
And  keep  my  body  t^ui  of  fnul  prwran  t 
Mo  mette,  bow  ibat  1  romed  np  and  didim 
With  in  nt)    our   yorde,   wber-fts  I  saagh 

i%  b4?jti?, 
Wo*  lyk  an  hound^  ftnd  wold^?  hAn  mwui 

ftFeato  4090 

Ujion  my  btidy,  and  -woldo  ban  bad  mo 

deexL  (81) 

Uift  eolDur  wo*  bitwixo  yolwc  ^id  T«ed  { 
And  tiptmd  wna  bia  tail^  and  brjtbe  bi|  orea. 
With  bktk,  unlyk  tbo  romcfuint  of  bia 

borefi  [ 
H'lA  vnowto    gnukl,   witli  glowing^    eypn 

\\t  of  bjtj  Iwik  for  fpro  almost  T  deye  ; 


And  oilo  of  fatne^  ntiil  of  ancn|ji* 
Whi^n  humours  been  tc>  Uttbundstlt  lat 

wigrht.  |j*i 

Certoa  tbiB  dreensi   wblch  ye  liAii  nvt 

t^>«nigbtT 
Cometb  of  tbo  gnaio  sapetfLnitte 
Of  yoare  rede  cotrra,  pnni««^ 
Wlueb  riiuaetli  folk  to  dreden  in  bm 

dremcs  ihu 

Of  ftrwea,  juod  of  i^rwith  redf*  Icfia^i,  |i» 
Of  gretfi  b«ctce,  that  they  wed  bevu  byMt 
Of  cjoDtek,  and  of  wbeXpea  s^%a  aui  l^ftv  ^ 
Right  as  the  hnmonr  of  Hi^Baoaiy* 
OnuAath  ful  many  a  hulo,  in  tJLmvp^lbufrrf^ 
Forf<y^  c^fbLike  beiwi,  or  bolw  blakiv  4M? 
Or  etltis,  hlake  dcivel^:  wjIq  hem  ta^ 
Of  othero  humouim  oomiUi  I  t«l]»  *ln, 
Tbi^  wcrken  many  a  man  in  alwp  ful  ««^ 
But  I  Mfol  piiM»  ta  Itghtly  m  I  olo, 
Lo   Cfit<?un,^  which    tbj&t   waj    sfip  «ji 

a  man,  ^p 

Soydo  bo  nat    thoa,    ne  do  no   fbi*  d 

dremof?  i>»i 

Now,  bIiv/  quod  she^  ^wbaa  tr#  Am  Im 

the  hemes. 
For  Goddea  love,,  ax  tak  B^m  laxatyf  ■ 
Up  peril  of  iny  poul&,  Mid  of  my  lyf* 
t  connwillfl  j'ow  tb^  b»to,  I  i#u|  nal  ] 
That  Itotbe  of  c«l«re  aud  of  maJtitimli 
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Of  erbe  yve,  growing  in  oar  yerdf  that 

mery  ia; 
Fekke  hem  up  right  as  they  growe,  and 

ete  hem  in. 
Be  mery,  hoiuibond,  for  your  fader  kin ! 
Dredeth  no  dreem ;   I  can  say  3row  na- 

more.'  (149) 

*  Madame/  qnod  he,  '  graunt  mercy  of 

your  lore.  4160 

But  natheleet,  as  touching  dann  Catonn, 
That  hath  of  wisdom  such  a  greet  renoan, 
Tbongfa  that  he  had  no  dremes  for  to 

drede, 
By  god,  men  may  in  olde  hokes  rede 
Of  many  a  man,  more  of  auctoriteo    4165 
Than  ever  Catoon  was,  so  mote  I  thee, 
niat  al  the  rcvers  se3m  of  his  sentence. 
And  han  wel  foonden  by  experience. 
That  dremes  ben  significacionns, 
As  wel  of  jojre  as  tribnlacioons  4170 

That  folk  endnren  in  this  lyf  present.  (161) 
Ther  nedeth  make  of  this  noon  argument ; 
The  verray  preve  sheweth  it  in  dede. 
Oon  of  the  gretteste  auctoors  that  men 

rede 
Seith    thos,   that    whylom    two  felawes 

wente  4175 

On  pilgrimage,  in  a  fal  good  entente ; 
And  happed  so,  thay  come  into  a  toan, 
Wher«B  ther  was  swich  congregacioun 
Of  peple,  and  eck  so  streit  of  herborgago 
That  they  ne  foondo  as  muche  as  o  cotage 
In  which  they  bothe  mighte  y-logged  be. 
Wherfor  thay  most<.*n,  of  necessitee,  (17a) 
As  for  that  night,  doparten  compaignyo ; 
And  ech  of  hem  goth  to  his  hostelryo, 
And  took  his  logging  as  it  wolde  fallo.  4 185 
That  oon  of  hem  was  logged  in  a  staUe, 
Fer  in  a  yeid,  with  oxen  of  the  plough ; 
That  other  man  was  logged  wel  y-nough, 
As  was  his  aventnre,  or  his  fortune,   41H9 
That  us  govemeth  alle  as  in  commune. 

And  so  bifel,  that,  longe  er  it  were  day. 
This  man  mette  in  his  bed,  ther-as  he  lay. 
How  that    his    felawe    gan  up-on  him 

ciOle.  (183) 

And  seyde,  "  alias !  for  in  an  oxes  stalle 
This  night  I  shal  be  mordred  ther  I  lye. 
Vow  help  me,  dere  brother,  er  I  dye ;  4196 
In  alia  haate  00m  to  me,"  he  s«yde. 
This  man  oat  of  his  sleep  for  fere  abrayde ; 


But  whan  that  he  was  wakned  of  his  sleep. 
He  turned  him,  and  took  of  this  no  keep ; 
Him  thoughte  his  dreem  nas  but  a  vanitee. 
Thus  twyPsin  his  sloping  dremed  he.  (192) 
And  atte  thridde  tyme  yet  his  felawe 
Cam,  as  him  thoughte,  and  seide,  ^*  I  am 

now  slawe ; 
Bihold  my  blody  woundes,  depe  and  wyde ! 
Arys  up  erly  in  the  morwe-tyde,         4206 
And  at  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,"quod  he, 
"  A  carte  ful  of  dong  ther  shaltow  see. 
In  which  my  body  is  hid  ful  prively ; 
Do  thilke  carte  aresten  boldely.  4310 

My  gold  caused  my  mordre,   sooth    to 

sayn;"  (aoi) 

And  tolde  him  every  poynt  how  he  was 

slayn, 
With  a  ful  pitous  face,  pale  of  hewe. 
And  truste  wel,  his  dreem  he  fond  Ail 

trewe ; 
For  on  the  morwe,  as  sone  as  it  was  day. 
To  his  felawes  in  he  took  the  way ;     4216 
And  whan  that  ho  cam  to  this  oxes  stalle, 
After  his  felawe  he  bigan  to  calle. 

The  hostiler  answered  him  anon, 
And  seyde,  *'  sire,  your  felawe  is  agon,  4330 
As  sone  as  day  ho  wonte  out  of  the  toun." 
This  man  gan  fallen  in  suspeoioun,  (aia) 
Remembring  on  his  dremes  that  he  mette, 
And  forth  he  goth,  no  lenger  wolde  he 

lette,  4224 

Unto  the  west  gate  of  the  toun,  and  fond 
A  dong-carte,  as  it  were  to  donge  lond, 
That  was  arrayed  in  the  same  ^^yse 
As  ye  ban  herd  the  dcde  man  devyse  ; 
And  with  an  hardy  herte  ho  gan  to  crye 
Vengeaunce  and  justice  of  this  felonyo  : — 
'^  My  felawe  mordred  is  this  same  night, 
And  in  this  carte  he  lyth  gapinge  upright. 
I  crye  out  on  the  ministrcs,'*  qnod  he,  (223) 
*'  That  sholden  kcpe  and  rcnlenthis  citee ; 
Harrow!    alias!    her    lyth    my    felawe 

slayn ! "  4235 

Wliat  sholde  I  more  un-to  this  tale  sayn  ? 
The  peple  out-sterte,  and  caste  the  cart  to 

grounde, 
And   in  the  middel  of  the  doug  they 

founde 
The  dede  man,  that  mordred  was  al  newe. 
O  blisfdl  god,  that  art  so  just  and 

trewe !  4340 
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Lo,   bow  tliat    thtni    Mwreyeat    mordw 

alway  !  f  JJi) 

Mordre  wnl  ont,  tb^t  aoq  wb  d^  b>  d«y, 
Mgrdre  Jj  60  wlaUom  and  eibhominaHti 
To  god^  that  la  di>  jusfc  Jind  r€t9oaabl«, 
Th*t  lie  ne  wol  nrat  auflfre  it  helad  be  |  4J45 
Thoogh  it  flby<lG  a  yocr,  <>r  twrv^  or  thpee^ 
Hordr^  w<>l  out,  thi^  my  concJiuaoTitl. 
And  right  unoon^  miniRtr«a  of  that  hn-an 
Han   hont  tbo  cartor,  and  ho  mro  him 

pyiied,  (3J9) 

And  eek  th«  hoEtiler  so  jorQ  eixgyned,  4it5u 

That  thay  bikupwe  b  Lr  w  i  k  kedneaw  al^ocnci, 

And  wcro  Aii-hBiigwd  by  thp  nekke-booo. 

Here  m&y  men  seon  th*t  dnmea  beon 

to  dredc^ 
Atid  c«rt^  la  tho  snmo  book  I  rvde, 
H%ht  in  tbo  iiflxto  cbapitro  aftijr  this, 
{1  giibb*>  iiat»  BO  iiftVG  I  joye  or  bli*,)    4/56 
Two  men  that  wobie  ban  pasaod  ovgt  ae^ 
For  eert^>yii  caiifi<>,  in- to  a  fer  c*>ntr«e, 
if  thnt  tlie  wind  ne  hodde  been  contrarie. 
That  tuiulp  bom  in  a  cit^sB  for  to  tiTrio^  436U 
That  stood    ful    Diery  n.|»n  an  haven- 

fliyde.  (151) 

But  on  a  day,  ogaj'^  tiiet  even'tyd(.«, 
Tbo  wind  gan  c^nmnj^D,  and  blew  rig:bt 

OB  hom  ]o£tt\ 
Jolifaiid  ^bul  they  weiite  un-to  hirreirte. 


That  t  wol  lette  for  to  du  tay  Cluagc& 
I  ftotte  not  a  Hlraw  hj  tbjr  lirennungc^  4ji* 
Ffir  aWflTenea  been  but  Tanii«««  atnl  |«if«. 
Mon  dreme  al-day  of  owl^n  ornft^pmttlfp} 
And  eke  of  many  a  mave  tJi«crwit]i«l ; 
Men  drefiie  of  tbin^  that  never  wai  qf' 

sbaL  4i*u 

But  Biitb  I  Hefl  that  thou  wolt  heeor  frb^i«^ 
And  thuA  foF-fttentbein  wiltiilly  thy  1^^ 
Ood  wot  it  fvweth  me;   and  havir  pTni 

da>*/^ 
And  tbti$  h0  took  his  Ure,  and  «eikt«  ksi 

way. 
But  «r  that  he  hadde   hwifa  his  «vf 

y-wyled, 
Xoot  I  nat  why^  ne  what  mia^'havncii  it 

eylc4  *^^ 

Brtt  eonnetiy  the  ahippes  bokud  roiit^^  si&e 
A nd  ship  and  man  nnder  the  watc^  vtoU 
In  iigbte  c^f  othere  sliippes  it  bjndai 
That  with  bem  seylod  At  kheaani^  ^^ 
And  tb<irfof ,  Ikiro  fWtoloto  so  der*,  «3^ 
By  awidie  eiiiumtib^  rild6  maiflttfir  Iwn 
That  no  man  tbolde  boen  to  mehela* 
Of  dremea,  for  I  sty  the«,  donti^^es. 
Thiftt  many  a  dre^m  fbl  aum  ia  far  *"> 

dredfe  |J9? 

l^n^  in  the  lyf  of  Bcint  K^^tielmn  trif<l<'» 


"V 
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If  he  held  dremos  any  vaiiit(>e.  4319 

Reed  eek  of  Joseph,  and  ther  shul  ye  see 
\Vher  dremefl  ben  eomtjone  (I  sey  nat  alio) 
Warning  of  thinges  that  shul  after  falle. 
I»ke  of  Egipt  the  king,  dann  Pharao,  (313) 
His  bakere  and  his  botelor  also,  4334 

Wher  they  ne  felte  noon  effect  in  dremes. 
Who-«o  wol  sekcn  actes  of  sondry  remes, 
May  rede  of  dremes  many  a  wonder  thing. 
Lo  Cresus,  which  that  was  of  Lyde  king, 
Mette  he  nat  that  he  sat  upon  a  tree,  4329 
Which  signifieil  he  sholde  anhanged  bo  ?    1 
Jjo  heer  Andromacha,  Ectores  wyf,     (321) 
That  day  that  Ector  sholde  lese  his  lyf,       I 
She  dremed  on  the  same  night  bifom,        ' 
How  that  the  l.yf  of  Ector  sholde  be  lorn, 
If  thilke  day  he  went©  in-to  bataillo ;  4335 
She   warned    him.   but    it    mighte    nat 

availle ; 
Ho  wente  for  to  fighte  natholees, 
Bnt  he  was  slayn  an<K>n  of  Achilles. 
But  thilke  talc  is  al  to  long  to  telle,   4339 
And  eek  it  is  ny  day,  I  may  nat  dwelle. 
Shortly  I  soye,  as  for  conclusioun,      (331) 
That  1  shal  han  of  this  avisioon 
Adversitee ;  and  I  seye  forther-more, 
That  I  ne  telle  of  laxatyves  no  store. 
For  they  ben  venimons,  I  woot  it  wel ;  4345 
I  hem  defye,  I  love  liem  never  a  del. 
Now  let  ns  speke  of  mirthe,  and  stintc 

al  this ; 
Madame  Portelote,  so  have  I  blis. 
Of  o  thing  go<l  hath  sent  me  large  grace ; 
For  whan  I  see  the  beantce  of  your  face, 
Ye  ben  so  scarlet- reed  about  your  yf  n. 
It  maketh  al  my  drede  for  to  dyen  ;  (342) 
For,  also  siker  as  In  principio^ 
XuUer  ul  hcminit  confumo ;  4354 

Madame,  the  sentence  of  this  Latin  is — 
Womman  is  mannes  joye  and  al  his  blLs. 
For  whan  I  fele  a-night  your  sofke  syde, 
Al-be-it  that  I  may  nat  on  you  ryde. 
For  that  otir  perche  is  maad  so  narwe, 

alai! 
I  am  00  f^l  of  joye  and  of  solas  4360 

That  I  defye  bothe  sweven  and  dreem.* 
And  with  that  word  he  fley  donn  fro  the 

beem,  (352) 

Fcnr  it  waa  day,  and  eek  his  hennes  alle ; 
And  with  a  ohak  he  gan  hem  for  to  caUe, 
For  bo  had  fonnde  a  com,  lay  in  the  yerd. 


Royal  he  was,  he  was  namore  aferd ;  4366 
He  fathered  Pertelot«  twenty  tj'me, 
And  trad  as  ofte,  er  that  it  was  -prymc. 
He  loketh  as  it  were  a  grim  leoun ;    4369 
And  on  his  toos  he  rometh  up  and  doun. 
Him  deyneil  not  to    sette    his    foot  to 

grounde.  (361) 

He    chukketh,   whan    he    hath  a    com 

y-founde. 
And  to  him  rennen  thanne  his  wyves 

alle. 
Thus  royal,  as  a  prince  is  in  his  halle, 
Leve  I  this  Chauntecloer  in  his  pasture ; 
And  after  wol  I  telle  his  avonture.      4376 
Whan  that  the  month  in  which  the 

world  bigan. 
That  highto  March,  whan  god  first  maked 

man. 
Was  complet,  and  [y}-pas8ed  were  also, 
Sin  March  bigan,  thritty  dayes  and  two, 
Bifel  that  Chauntecleer,  in  al  his  pryde, 
His  seven  wjrves  walking  by  his  syde,  (37^) 
Caste  up  his  eyen  to  the  brighte  sonne. 
That    in    the    signe    of    Taurus    haddo 

y-ronno 
Twenty  degrees  and  oon,  and  somwhat 

more ;  4385 

And  knew  by  kynde,  and  by  noon  other 

lore, 
That  it  was  pryme,  and  crow  with  blisfiil 

stevene. 
'  The  Sonne,*  he  sayde,  '  is  clomben  up  on 

hevene 
Fourty  degrees  and  oon,  and  more,  y->^is. 
Madame  Pertelote,  my  worldes  blis,  43c/) 
Herkneth  thiso  blisful  briddes  how  they 

singe,  {^\, 

And   see   the   fresshe   fioures    how  they 

springe  ; 
Ful  is  myn  herte  of  revel  and  solas.' 
But  sodeinly  him  fil  a  sorweful  cas  ; 
For  ever  the  latter  ende  of  joyo  is  wo.  4395 
Qod  woot  that  worldly  joye  is  sone  ago ; 
And  if  a  rethor  coudo  faire  endyte. 
He  in  a  cronique  saufly  mighte  it  wryte. 
As  for  a  sovcrejrn  notabilitee.  4  ^99 

Now  every  wys  man,  lat  liim  herkne  me; 
This  storie  is  al-so  trowe,  I  undertake,  (391 ) 
As  is  the  book  of  Launcelot  de  Lake, 
That  wommen  holdo  in  ful  gret  reverence. 
Now  wol  I  tome  agayn  to  my  sent<»nce. 


54^^ 
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A  col-fox,  lul  ofHly  ini'iiiitflo,  4405 

That    ill   tho   piovo  lmiI<lo  woned  yercs 

thnM^, 
Tly  lu-itfli  inuitfiimcioun  lorH-rost, 
Tln'  Rjiino  nii^ht   tlmrj?h-<)ut  the  hcgges 

III  list 
lnt«>tlu»v»Til.tlur('lm!iiit<'cloor  tho  faire 
Win  WMiit.  au'l  I'i'k  hirt  WVV08,  to  roi)aire; 
Au«l  in  a  l)«'«l  «»1'  worti-s  stillo  ho.  lay,  (401) 
Til  it  was  passi-d  uiiii«»rn  of  tho  <lay, 
Waytiui^    his   tyiiu'   nn   (.■hauntocloer   to 

lull.., 
As  trlatlly  th^nx  this**  hoinirydoH  alle, 
That  in  awayt  lij^i-n  ti»  nionlro  men.  4415 
O  t'alst'  iniinlnT.  Inrkinjj  in  thy  den! 
0  ni'W««  S<-ari«»t.  nfwo  Ocnilon! 
Fals»«  tiissiinilour,  f)  (Invk  Siuon, 
That  hr«»:;ht«st  Tn»y«'  al  out  n-ly  tij  Ror^'o ! 
0  ChanntPch-iT,  arurs»«d  In?  that  morwo, 
That  th«»u  into  that  yiTil  flon^h  fr<.>  tho 

iH-nics  !  (.41 0  44-'> 

Th'Mi    wt-n*    lul    wi.'l    y-wnrnod    by   thy 

tln-nu'fl. 
That  thilki-  ilay  was  juTilous  to  thco. 
Ihit  what  that  pwl  ti>rwi>«>t  mot  no<lcs  1m?, 
AftiT  thi«  oi»ini'»un  of  ciTtoyn  clorkiH.  4425 
Witnrssi' on  him.  that  any  ]>orfit  clork  i«, 
That  in  st-ol..  is  trrot  altorcarioiin 
In  this  matt  Tf.  an-l  irifct  liisputioonn, 
An<l  hath  Imh  ot'  an  hundrod  thousand 


Wommannes  counacil  broghto  urn  fint  to 
wo, 

And  mado  Adam  fro  parBd.\-«  to  go, 

Thor^as  ho  was  ful  meo*.  and  wel  at  eae.— 

But    for    I    no<>t,    to  whom   it  mift:ht« 
displcso,  4450 

If  I  connscilof  wommon  wolde  blame. '441!' 

Passo  over,  for  I  tioyth*  it  in  my  game. 

Kodo  aactonrs,  wlicr  they  tretc  of  cmich 
matoro, 

And  what  thay  imcyn  of  wommen  ye  Quy 
horo. 

Thiso  liecn  the  cnkkes  wonleA,  and  dju 
myno ;  4455 

I  can  ncK»n  liarm  of  nowomnian  divyne.— 
Fuire  in  tho  sond,  to  bathe  hir  morily, 

Lj-th  Portoloti',  and  allt*  hir  siistresby, 
!  Agayn  tho  son  no ;  and  Chaunt4.*cleer  fo 
I  froo 

Song  morior  than  tho  niorxnaj-dc  in  the 
I  seo. ;  44AU 

I  For  Phisiolof^is  soith  sikerly.  ;45i) 

How  that  th(>y  Hingion  wol  and  morily. 
I  And  HO  hi  fid  that,  hj«  ho  caste  hLt  >*?, 
I  Anionic  tho  worti-g,  4»n  a  lK>tfrflj-e,      44<^4 
■j  He  was  war  of  this  fox  that  lay  ful  li»w«. 

N'i»-tliing  no  liste  him  thunno  for  to  cntwr, 

But  crydo  anon,  'cok,  cok,*  and  np  lie 
I  stoito, 

'  As  man  that  was  afTrayod  in  his  herte. 
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l[y  lord  your  tuder  (god  his  sonle  blesse !) 
And  eek  yonr  moder,  of  hir  gentilesse, 
Han  in  mjm  hons  y-been,  to  my  gret  ese ; 
And  certes,  sire,  inl  fayn  wolde  I  yow 

plese.  4488 

Bnt  for  men  speke  of  singing,  I  wol  saye, 
80  mote  I  brouke  wel  myn  oyen  tweyo. 
Save  yow,  I  herde  never  man  so  singe, 
As  dide  yoor  fader  in  the  morweninge  ; 
Certes,  it  was  of  herte,  al  that  he  song. 
And  for  to  make  his  voys  the  more  strong. 
He  wolde  so  pe3me  him,  that  with  bothe 

his  yen  4495 

He  mocte  winke,  so  londe  he  wolde  cryen. 
And  stonden  on  his  tiptoon  ther-with-al. 
And  strecche  forth  his  nekke  long  and 

smaL 
And  eek  he  was  of  swich  disorecionn. 
That  tber  nas  no  man  in  no  regionn  4500 
That  him  in  song    or  wisdom    mighte 

passe.  (49O 

I  have  wel  rad  in  4ann  Bnmel  the  Asse, 
Among  his  vers,  how  that  ther  was  a  cok. 
For  that  a  preestes  sone  yaf  him  a  knok 
Upon  his  leg,  whyl  he  was  yong  and 

»yoe,  4505 

He  made  him  for  to  lese  his  benefyce. 
Bat  certeyn,  ther  nis  no  comparisonn 
Bitwiz  the  wisdom  and  disorecionn 
Of  yonre  fader,  and  of  his  snbtiltee.  (499) 
Now  singeth,  sire,  for  seinte  Charitee,  4510 
Iiet  see,  conne  ye  yonr  fader  conntrefete?' 
This  Channtecleer  his  winges  gan  to  bete, 
Aa  man  that  conde  his  trcsoan  nat  espye. 
So  was  he  ravisshed  with  his  flaterye. 

Alias !  ye  lordes,  many  a  fals  flatonr 
Is  in  your  coortes,  and  many  a  losengeonr. 
That  plesen  yow  wel  more,  by  my  feith. 
Than  he  that  soothfastnesse  onto  yow 

seith. 
Bedeth  Ecclesiaste  of  flaterye  ; 
Beth  war,  ye  lordes,  of  hir  trecherye.  4520 
This  Channtecleer  stood  hyo  np-on  his 

tooa,  (5n) 

Streoohing  his  nekke,  and  heeld  his  eyen 

elooa, 
And  gan  to  crowe  londe  for  the  nones ; 
And  dann  Rnssel  the  fox  sterte  up  at 

ones,  4524 

And  fay  the  gargat  hente  Channtecleer, 
And  on  his  faak  toward  the  wode  him  beer. 


For  yet  ne  was  ther  no  man  that  him 

sewed. 
O  destinee,  that  mayst  nat  been  eschewed ! 
Alias,  that  Channtecleer  fleigh  fro  the 

hemes !  4539 

Alias,  his  wyf  ne  roghte  nat  of  dremes  ! 
And  on  a  Friday  fil  al  this  mesohannce.  (53 1 ) 
O  Venns,  that  art  goddesse  of  plesannce. 
Sin  that  thy  servant  was  this  Channte- 
cleer, 
And  in  thy  service  dide  al  his  poweer. 
More  for  delyt,  than  world  to  mnltiplye. 
Why  woldestow  snffre  him  on  thy  day  to 

dye?  4536 

O  Ganfred,  dere  mayster  sovemyn. 
That,   whan  thy  worthy  king  Richard 

was  slayn 
With  shot,   compleynedest  his  deth  so 

sore. 
Why  ne  hadde  I  now  thy  sentence  and 

thy  lore,  4540 

The  Friday  for  to  chyde,  as  diden  ye?  (531) 
(For  on  a  Friday  soothly  slayn  was  he.) 
Than  wolde  I  shewe  yow  how  that  I  conde 

plejme 
For  Channtecleros    drede,   and    for  his 

peyne. 
Certes,  swich  cry  ne  lamentacionn  4545 
Was  never  of  ladies  maad,  whan  Uionn 
Was  wonne,  and  Pirms  with  his  streite 

swerd. 
Whan  he  hadde  hent  king  Priam  by  the 

herd. 
And  slayn  him  (as  saith  ns  Enejfda8\ 
As  maden  alle  the  hennes  in  the  clos,  4550 
Whan  they  had  seyn  of  Channtecleer  the 

sighte.  (541) 

But  sovereynly  dame  Pertelote  shrighte, 
Ful  louder  than  dide  Hasdmbales  wyf. 
Whan  that  h  ir  honsbond  hadde  lost  his  lyf. 
And    that    the  Bomajms   hadde   brend 

Cartage ;  4555 

She  was  so  fnl  of  torment  and  of  rage, 
That  wilfolly  into  the  fyr  she  sterte. 
And  brende  hirnselven   with  a  stedfast 

herte. 
O  woAil  hennes,  right  so  oryden  ye. 
As,  whan  that  Nero  brende  the  citee  4560 
Of  Rome,  cryden  senatonres  wyves,    (551) 
For  that  hir  honsbondes  losten  alle  hir 

lyves; 
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AVuhonti-n  pilt  this  Xt-m  liath  ln!in  slajm. 

Now  wmI  1  tonu'  t«)  my  tal«!  Jiijayn  : —  I 

This  sj'ly  Aviilwe,  iiii<l  wk  hir  (.IctKhtres  ^ 

two,  4  5' '5 

Ji.-nlrn  thi.so  hi!i)n«-.s  I'ryuau'l  inakcn  wo,  i 

Ami  out  at  il<»rcs  sli-rteii  thoy  amKUi,  i 

A II' I  syon  thr  i\>x  towanl  tho  provo  goon, 

\ii<I  har  nixm  his  l)ak  tho  cok  uwav;  ' 

"I 
Aii'l  ('ry(h.'n,  '  Out  I  harrt>w  I  and  woyhi-  | 

'^^  ay  I  4571)  | 

M,i.    ha,  th<'   Imx  I '    ami   at'tor  him   thoy 

rail,  (561) 

Ait-i  I'lk  with  stav<-*5  many  nnothor  man; 
J.'.ui   (?i»lh'  our   «l"Lrt?i'.   an«l  TanM>t,  nnd  I 

(;.>ilaii<I.  I 

Ami  Malkiii.  \vith  a  di>taf  in  hir  hand;      , 
K.ui  cow  nn<l  calf,   an-l  n-k   th«  vorray  . 

ho:rcr..s  4575  ' 

>..    were    tli«\v    icr.il   tor  horkinij  of  th<« 

All. I   slioutimr  ol'  the  men  ami  wininion 

eke, 
They  ionn»'  so.  lieiii  thouijhri*  hir  ln>rto 

hivkc. 
riii'V  y<'U<'lcn  as  toen<lcs  do«in  in  h»;lle  ; 
The    'lokcs   (  ry<ku    as   inon   wohlo   h<'ni 

■ju.-llc  ;  1571:  45S0 

Tlie  civs  tor  tcro  ilo\^eii  over  the  troos  : 


A  vorrny  i^est Hence  iip-ou  yow  fal]f> !  4f  !»• 
Now  am  I  como  nn-t<»  this  wodcs  nytfc. 
Maiij;i^reo  yonr  lieod,   the  ci»k  slial  h^r 

nhyde ;  *jJ 

I  wol  him  cte  in  fcith,  and  that  amiu.'— 
The  fox  aiiflwenle,   ^  in  foitli.  it  shal  )•• 

don ,' — 
And  an  ho  si>ak  that  Wf>nl,  al  aixlolnly  4<<i)5 
Tliis  cok  brak  from  his  immth  doli^erly. 
And  hoif^he  up-on  a  tnu?  }ie  fleigh  anon. 
And  whan  the  fox  Hangh   that   he  tku» 

•  Alias  !'  unod  ho,  '  O  Chauntooleor.  oll.i?! 
I  havo  to  yow,'  rpuvl  he.  •y-'hxm  tresiMUL 
Tn-as-muohe  as  I  uiakeil  yow  aft>r>l.  r«ii 
Whan  I  yow  hcute,  and  bn»jjhte  "iit  ••! 

tho  yonl : 
But,  sin*.  1  dido  it  in  no  wikke  ont*'Ut.» . 
Com   doun,  and  I  shal   tolK*  >-ow  uImT 

I  nif  nte. 
T  shal  i5oye  s<.N>th  to  yow.  ^hI  ludp  nii-  s-»' 
'  Nay  than,'  quoil  ho,  *  I  shrowrt  us  Ixnii- 

two,  4""'' 

An«i  first  I  shrowo  my-«»df,  Imthi*  M— s 

and  bones, 
If  thou  bisj'lo  mo  oftor  tlian  onos. 
Thon  Hhalt  nii-more,  thnr^h  thy  liaitn*.-. 
Do  nio  to  sinf;o  and  winki'  with  niyn  y--. 
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EPILOGUE  TO  THE    NONNE 
PREESTES   TALE. 


*SiB  Xonnes  Freest/  onrhoste  seydeanoon, 
*  Y-blessed  be  thy  breche,  and  every  stoon ! 
This  vas  a  mery  tale  of  Chaantecleer. 
Bnt,  by  my  tronthe,  if  thou  were  seculor, 
Thou  woldest  been  a  trede-foul  a-righ t.  464 1 
For,  if  thou  have  corage  as  thon   hast 

xnight> 
Thoe  were  nede  of  hennes,  as  I  wenc, 
Ya,  mo  than  seven  tymes  seventene. 


See,    whiche   braunes   hath  this    gentil 
Freest,  4645 

So  greet  a  nekke,  and  swich  a  largo  breest ! 
Ho  loketh  as  a  sperhauk  with  hisy^n  ;  (11) 
Him  nedoth  nat  his  colour  for  to  dycn 
With  brasil,  ne  with  greyn  of  Fortingale. 
Now  sire,  faire  falle  yow  for  youre  tale !  * 
And  after  that  he,  vrith  ful  mery  chere, 
Seido  to  another,  as  yo  shuUen  here.  4652 
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GROUP  C. 


THE    PHISICIENS   TALE. 


Here  folweth  the  Phiaiciens  Tale. 


Thkb  was,  aa  telleth  Titus  Livius, 
A  knight  that  called  was  Virginins, 
Fulfild  of  honour  and  of  worthinesse. 
And  strong   of   freendes  and   of   greet 

richesse.  [T.  11 938 

This  knight  a  doghter  haddo  by  his  wyf, 
Ko  children  hadde  he  mo  in  al  his  lyf.  6 
Fiair  was  this  mayde  in  excellent  beantee 
Aboven  every  wight  that  man  may  see  ; 
For  nature  hath  with  sovereyn  diligence 
Y-formed  hir  in  so  greet  excellence,  10 
As  though  she  wolde  seyn,  *lo !  I,  Nature, 
Thvfl  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creature. 
Whan  that  me  list ;  who  can  me  conntre- 

fete? 
PSgmallon  noght,  though  ho  ay  forge  and 

bete, 


Or  grave,  or  peynte  ;  for  I  dar  wel  seyn,  15 
Apelles,  Zanzis,  sholde  werche  in  veyn, 
Outher  to  grave  or  peynte  or  forge  or  bete, 
If  they  presumed  me  to  countrefete. 
For  he  that  is  the  former  principal 
Hath  maked  me  his  vicaire  general,       20 
To  forme  and  peynten  erthely  creaturis 
Right  as  me  list,  and  ech  thing  in  my 

cure  is 
Under  the  mone,  that  may  wane  and  waxe, 
And  for  my  werk  right  no-thing  wol  I  axe : 
My  lord  and  I  ben  ful  of  oon  accord  ;     25 
I  made  hir  to  the  worship  of  my  lonL 
So  do  I  alle  myne  othere  creatures, 
What   colour  that   they   han,  or   what 

figures.' — 
Thus  semeth  me  that  Nature  wolde  scye. 


00^ 
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Thia  TTiftyrlt?  of  ftjBi*  twelf  ywr  ww  and 

In  whicb  thiit  Niitnrfi  hadile  Bwich  delyt, 
Fur  rijp;l)t  ns  tiljo  fun  |HL\viito  ii  lilia  vhyt 
And  reod  u  ri»sf,  n«lit  witliBwich  pejnture 
Slip  pf'jnttirl  liatli  this  1 1 obi r  creature 
Er  ftho  ^i?ri"  l"*rri^  xifnai  hir  Unit*  free,  ^ 
W  hf.T-ftfi  l>.v  ri  (jL  t  rt  w  i  I?  b  (^  t  ^  tlours  ahold  e  ba ; 
AjwI  Phi?Trm!i  dytnl  liath  hir  tn?9ae*  gwite 
Ijf'k  to  thf  ejtrL«miJi  of  his  hnm&d  hcie. 
Ant!  if  that  i^xcr-Ueiit  waa  hir  boftuteej 
A  thousiLinl-ff)ld  more  vc*rtuo(ia  wnasbe,  40 
In  liir  TIG"  lakkofl  11  u  comUciinmt 
That  ii-i  Uj  prcists  as  l>y  ilisc reeioxm. 
Afl  wt^l  in  gihist  as  l»d,v  cliast  wm  she; 
Fiir  wliir  h  flho  tlounul  in  vir^uitea 
With  rIIt  humility f  mnl  i),bstiDOiti!«i       45 
With  jilhi  littk  ntjiioniimco  and  |iacieiiC«, 
With  nn'fluri^  t'lk  ttf  I  tiering  and  army.    , 
]  )iif  L'  rt  t'  t  tih  (*  w  J I  s  in  a  1 1  s  we  r  i  11  g  aHay ; 
Thrnigti  shpt  \M'r»-  wysj  us  T*aNaa^  dar  I  fwyii, 
Hir  fuf^i^nml  rck  fill  wrjniniRiil_vnivd  jilejTi, 
No  t^Mintrt'tV'ttd  tt*rTiH'«  haddi?  slie  51 

To  seme  w>^:  hut  alt^^r  hir  dc^rco 
She  spak,  aral  aillt  liir  wi^rdcs  more  niid 

leisiso 
S<Hiniii;(^t4  in  vprtn  iind  in  jfc?ntUlesw* 
SJifimloAt  h]ju  waij  in  mjij^df^tis  uhamfast^ 

Const r;iif  in  h<'r1i\  ami  ovur  iu  hi&inbSfle 


Ontfaer  for  ye  ban  kept  yoiir  iKmeiitw^ 

Or  oUea  y»  him  faJl©  In  fi^tet««. 
And  kjiuwfti  wcvly-noQ^b  tbe  olded^^j^M, 
And  bmn  faTsaken  fully  swicb  xnasciiaQsci 
For  evflrmo  ;  tborfofKX,  for  CruteA  «ftk0,  li 
To  teobe  hem  v«rtii  ln3c«  tbAt  ye  ne  iklt. 
A  tbeof  of  Tenuoon,  thjLl  hstb  forhdl 
BiB  likerotifineBAe,  luid  al  lili  olde  G»/i 
Con  k  epc  a  f<ii!l^iit  bfst  of  any  man.         ^ 
Now  keiicth  hem  wel,  for  if  ye  wol,  ye  02*  i 
Loke  Ti-fll  that  ye  un-to  tjo  vice  — — *- 
Ij^l  ye  be  dampned  fof  ymir  vikke  ^ 

tente; 
For  wbo-so  doth,  &  trBitonr  u  cierteyii. 
And  takf!th   ke^  af  thai    that   I  iJul 

s«yn;  ^ 

Of  alio  treeonft  flovereyn  pMtilanefi 
I»  whan  a  wigbt  bitr*yi«tii  mn^Kenoft. 

Ye  ffldres  and  ye  modres  «^  Abe, 
Thon^b  ye  han  childr^fi^  be  it  00a  ertun^ 
Your  18  the  f  har^e  (»f  al  hi  rtnrveyaanoe,  ^ 
Whyl  that  thsy  been  ntider  yoor  giinna^ 

atLDce. 
Beth  war  that  by  cn^ample  of  j-onr  liTuage, 
Oi"  by  3'Onr  necljgetiee  in  chastiiingft, 
That  they  no  jjorififto ;  for  1  dar  wcl  Myet 
tf  that  they  dtion,  ye  abul  it  dvrv  abeyie.  nu 
L'nder  a  dhopberde  Aofte  and  nedJgimi 
Thi^  in^olf  hatb  many  a  (&beep  and  lamb 
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Now  was  ther  thanne  a  justice  in  that 

tonn, 
That  govemoiur  was  of  that  regionn. 
And  so  bifel,  this  joge  his  ejren  caste 
Up-on  this  maydo,  a\7singe  him  fnl  faste, 
As  she  cam  forby  ther  this  jnge  stood.  135 
Anon  his  herte  channged  and  his  mood, 
So  was  he  canght  with  beaatee  of  this 

mayde; 
And  to  him-self  tal  prively  he  sayde, 
*  This  mayde  shal  be  myn,  for  any  man.' 
Anon  the  feend  in-to  his  herte  ran,  130 
And  tanghte  him  sodeynly,  that  he  by 

slighte 
The  maydcn  to  his  pnrpos  winne  mighte. 
For  certes,  by  no  force,  ne  by  no  mede. 
Him  thooghte,  he  was  nat  able  fortospede ; 
For  she  was  strong  of  freendes,  and  eek  she 
Conformed  was  in  swich  sovcrayn  hountee, 
That  wel  he  wiste  he  mighte  hir  never 

winne  137 

As  for  to  make  hir  with  hir  body  sinne. 
For  which,  by  greet  deliberacionn. 
He  sente  after  a  cherl,  was  in  the  tonn,  140 
Which  that  ho  knew  for  snbtil  and  for 

bold. 
This  jngo  nn-tothis  cherl  his  tale  hath  told 
In  secreo  wyse,  and  made  him  to  ensure, 
He  sholdo  telle  it  to  no  creature, 
And  if  ho  dide,  he  sholde  leso  his  heed.  145 
Whan  that  assented  was  this  cursed  reed, 
Olad  was  this  juge  and  maked  him  greet 

chere, 
And  jraf  him  yifbcs  preciouse  and  dere. 
Whan  shapen  was  al  hir  conspiracjro 
Fro  point  to  point,  how  that  his  leohcrye 
Parfoomed  sholde  been  ful  subtilly,      151 
As  ye  ihnl  here  it  after  openly, 
Hoom  gooth  the  cherl,  that  highte  Clau- 
dius. 
This  fidse  juge  that  highte  Apius, 
So  was  his  name,  (for  this  is  no  fable,  155 
But  knowen  for  historial  thing  notable. 
The  sentence  of  it  sooth  is,  out  of  doute). 
This  ialM  juge  gooth  now  faste  aboute 
To  hasten  hJs  delyt  al  that  ho  may. 
And  so  bifel  sone  after,  on  a  day,  160 

This  false  juge,  as  telleth  us  the  storio, 
As  he  was  wont,  sat  in  his  consistorio. 
And  yaf  his  domes  np-on  sondry  cas. 
This  false  cherl  cam  forth  a  fhl  greet  pas, 


And  seyde,  •  lord,  if  that  it  be  your  wille,  165 
As  dooth  mo  right  up-on  this  pitous  bille, 
In  which  I  pleyne  up-on  Virginius. 
And  if  that  he  wol  seyn  it  is  nat  thus, 
I  wol  it  prove,  and  finde  good  witnosso. 
That  sooth  is  that  my  bille  wol  exprosse.' 
The  juge  answerde,   'of  this,  in  his 

absence,  171 

I  may  nat  jreve  diffinitif  sentence. 
Lat  do  him  calle,  and  I  wol  gladly  here  : 
Thou  shalt  have  al  right,  and  no  wrong 

here.'  174 

Virginius  cam,  to  wite  tho  juges  wille. 
And  right  anon  was  rad  this  cursed  bille ; 
The  sentence  of  it  was  as  ye  shul  here. 
*  To  3row,  my  lonl,  sire  Apius  so  dere, 
Sheweth  your  povre  servant  Claudius, 
How  that  a  knight,  called  Virginius,    i8c> 
Agayns  the  lawo,  aga^-n  al  equitee, 
Holdeth,  expres  agayn  tho  wU  of  me, 
My  servant,  which  that  is  my  thral  by 

right, 
Which   fro  myn  hous  was  stole  up-on 

a  night, 
^Vhyl  that  she  was  fnl  yong ;  this  wol 

I  prevo  185 

By  witnesso,  lord,  so  that  it  nat  yow  grove. 
She  nis  his  doghtor  nat,  what  so  he  seye  ; 
W  herfore  to  yow,  my  lord  the  j  uge,  I  proye, 
Yeld  me  my  thral,  if  that  it  be  your  wille.' 
Lo !  this  was  al  the  sentence  of  his  bille. 
Virginius  gan  up-on  tho  cherl  biholde. 
But  hastily,  or  ho  his  tale  tolde,  193 

And  wolUo    have   provotl   it,   as    sholdo 

a  knight, 
Anl  eek  by  witnessing  of  many  a  wight, 
Tliat  it  was  fals  that  soydo  his  adversarie. 
This  cursed  juge  woldo  no-thing  tario,  i9(> 
No  here  a  word  more  of  Virginius, 
Put  yaf  his  jugement,  and  soydo  thus : — 
'  I  demo  anon  this  cherl  his  scr\-ant  have ; 
Thou  shalt  no  longer  in  thj-n  hous  hir 

save.  aoo 

Go  bring  hir  forth,  and  put  hir  in  our 

ward©, 
Tho   cherl   shal   have   his  thral,    this   I 

awardo.' 
And  whan  this  worthy  kn  ight  Virginius, 
Thurgh  sentence  of  this  justice  Apius, 
Moste  by  force  his  dere  doghtor  3riven  305 
Un-to  the  jnge,  in  lecheiyo  to  liven. 


o;)^ 
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H«<  };iMith  liiin  Ikmhii.  ami  sotto  liim  in  Ilia 

]i:ill.>, 
Ai»«l  li'''t  {iii-'ii  lii-;  tl.-n-  ilophtor  cuillo, 

AimI.  >\itli  a  laii'  «i 1  a<J  asslu'ii  cohlc, 

I'pMii  lur  IniiiiMc  liui-  In-  gnu  Mliolde,  Jio 
\V it hla-ln-s pit. •■■>;! ikiiii^thunrh  liiRlierto. 
Al  wmMi-  hv  innii  lii-*  ]>nrpi>simt  ooiivertc. 
•  ]»«»Lrhti'r.'  .piiMl  hi'.  •  Vircriniu,  hy  thy 
n:iiiii>, 
TluT    l'«"ii    tWii   wi'y«>* 

sllilllH-. 

That  ih'Mi  iiiMst  »;ntVr«-  : 

1m. ,v  : 
For  lU'Vi  rtlmii  •l.'«i.-r\v 
To  <i\i'ii  with  a  swi-nl  » 


«»ntlu'r  flfioth  or 


o  .h-l.- 
Whi.'h 

,.1.-: 

That  til 


osrlit..,. 

1    hav. 

lllMli'C. 
•  11    \Vt  !■( 


i'ii-l<r  of  my  lyf, 
l"..STrr<l     up 


T  <»nt  of  my  renieni- 

I'  !  22<> 

u]ii<h  tJiat  art  my  l;vste  wo. 
l.\  t"  iiiv  last.-  joyt.  nlso. 
fchastit.'*'.  in  ]»acit*nrp 
thy  'l.-.th,  tor  iliis  is  my  Bon- 


hrauii' 
n.loirht.r. 
Ami  in  m.v 
<  >  t^'finiin'  « 
Tako  thou 

t.-JKM-. 

|-*..r  lovi'  an<l  iiat   I'-r  hato.  thmi  most  l>c 

■  1 1  :  JJ5 

My  pitou«<liaii<I  mi»t  smyti'U  of  thyn  hoed. 

AUii-i  '  tliiif  ,vr  Apfus  tliin'  say' 


She  rjseth  np,  nnd  to  hir  farler  myJo. 
*  Blessocl  ho  Rod,  thnt  I  Rhal  Hyc  a  nuirie. 
Yif  me  my  dooth.  or  that  I  hiwe  a  nhani*' : 
Doth  with  >-our  child  ytynr  wil.  a  prf-le* 

name !  ^  j%. 

And  with  thnt  word  Gdic  preyed  him  fnl 

of^e, 
Tliat  with  liifl  Rwenl  he  w«^Me  fim>te»)i\«. 
And  with  that  woni  ofcwowno  «lonn  A^  fiL 
Hir  fader,  witli  fnl  Ror\k*oful  hortoaivi  wil 
Hir  heed  of  Rm(H>t,  and    hy  the  top  it 

hente,  :" 

And  to  tho  ju(rr>  }|o  ^n  it  t«t  presents. 
As  he  mit  yet  in  d«M^m  in  oonsiMr>rie. 
And  whan  the  ju(^>  it  san^li.  as  xeitfa  tbe 

sti^rie, 
with    Rwicli  I  He  l>ad  to  take  him  nnd  nnhnni^  him 

fiiste.  .'SO 

But  richt  anon  nthonsaml  poploin  thrasre. 
Ti>  save  the  knierht,   for  ronthe  and  for 

pitee, 
For  knowen  was  the  false  iniqnitce. 
The  })oi)lc  anon  hath  snfl]K>rt  of  thisthiniE. 
By  manere  of  the  cherle«  chalangini?. 
Tliat  it  was  hy  th'asB«^nt  of  Apins :       j^ 
Tliey  wigten  wcl  thnt  ho  was  lecherooi. 
F«.ir  which  nn-to  this  Apins  they  pm. 
And  caste  him  in  n  prison  ri^ht  anon. 
Whf^r-as  hn  slow  him'-^Hf :  rxv}  TT^riflirt 


alias  !  that  T  was 
215 
hst  wherfore 
r  with  u  knvf. 
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WORDS   OF  THE   HOST. 


The  wordes  of  the  Host  to  the  Phlsicien  and  the  Pardoner. 


Ou«    Hoeto    gan  to  swere  as    he  were 

wood, 
*  Harrow  !  *  quod  he,  *  by  naylcs  and  by 

blood! 
This  was  a  fals  cherl  and  a  fals  jnstyee  ! 
As  shamfal  deeth  as  herte  may  devyse  290 
Come  to  thiso  jnges  and  hir  advocats ! 
Algate  this  sely  mayde  is  aiaynj  alias ! 
Alias !  to  dere  boghte  she  beautee  ! 
Wherfore  I  seye  al  day,  as  men  may  see, 
That  yiftes  of  fortune  or  of  nature       295 
Ben  cause  of  deeth  to  many  a  creature.  (10) 
Hir  beautee  was  hir  deeth,  I  dar  wel  sayn  ; 
Alias  !  BO  pitously  as  she  was  slayn  ! 
Of  bothe  yiftes  that  I  spcke  of  now 
Hen  han  ful  ofle  more  harm  than  prow. 
But  trewely,  myn  owene  mayster  dere,  301 
This  is  a  pitous  tale  for  to  here. 
But  natheles,  passe  over,  is  no  fors ; 
I  prey  to  god^  so  save  thy  gentil  cors,  304 
And  eek  thyne  urinals  and  thy  jordanes, 
Thyn  Ypocras,  and  eek  thy  Galianes,  (ao) 
And  every  boist  ful  of  thy  letuarie  ; 
God  blesse    hem,  and    our  lady  seinte 

Marie! 
60  mot  I  theen,  thou  art  a  propre  man. 
And  lyk  a  prelat,  by  seint  Ronyan  !     310 


Seyde  I  nat  wel?    I  can  nat  speko  in 

terme  ; 
But  wel  I  woot,  thou  doost  my  herte  to 

erme, 
That  I  almost  have  caught  a  cardiacle. 
By  corpus  bones !  but  I  have  triaole,    314 
Or  elles  a  dranght  of  moyste  and  corny  ale. 
Or  but  I  here  anon  a  mery  tale,  (30) 

M3ni  herte  is  lost  for  pitee  of  this  majrde. 
Thou  bel  amy,  thou  Pardoner,*  he  s^jrde, 
'  Tel  us  som  mirthe  or  japes  right  anon.' 
*It  shall  be  doon,*  quod  he,  *by  seint 

Ronyon  !  320 

But  first,'  quod  he,  *  heer  at  this  ale- 
stake 
I  wol  both  drinke,  and  eten  of  a  cake.' 
But  right  anon  thise  gentils  gonne  to 

crye, 
*  Nay !  lat  him  telle  us  of  no  ribandye ; 
Tel  us  som  moral  thing,  that  we  may 

lere  325 

Som    wit,   and    thanne   wol  we  gladly 

here.'  (40) 

'  I  graunte,  y-wis,'  quod  he,  *■  but  I  mot 

thinke 
Up-on  som  honest  thing,   whyl  that  I 

drinke.' 


T5 
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c.    (profo^e  of  t^i  (partontr*  Z^ak.  [r.  i>«6i-iiji4. 


THE    PROLOGUE    OF    THE 
PARDONERS    TALE. 


Hero  folwelh  the  Prologe  of  the  Pftrdoners  Tale, 
Radix  pmlorum  ^M  (vpMitas:   Ad  HthnathJUtm^  m.T^ 


^T^itm^cifk,'  quofi  ho, '  in  taiirokft*  whim  I 

I  ptf3rne  mc  to  hiui  an  hatitoj^  ftp««1ii>«  jjto 
And  ringvit  otitod  roand  as  goolh  n  ImUa, 
For  T  can  nl  by  rfltij  that  I  telle. 
My  tJioma  1h  a]w«j  oou^  itad  eir«r  wba — 

Firat  I  prt]tu>iiut^Q  wlienD^is  that  I  c^mnc, 
Arul  th&n  my  Inillas  sbewv  t,  jvUi^  ntul 

Our  Ij^  lordos  s^l  on  my  pAt4rnte, 

Tliut  alicwfj  T  first, Til ylwHiy til  w^rtrcnto, f  ro) 
TliJit  inj  itiJLTi  ho  so  Itold,  jn?  [in^+i'st  ]it<  r.^li-rk, 


Bhal  ev^ry  sheep  1*6  hoot  thmt  of  t.\ 

ItolleL  1*^ 

If  that  tboi  gf  M>d-a]n]i,  thut  *  h<>  1  *><trt*r*tftti, 
Wid   ctTjry  wik«*,    tr  thul    Ui«   (?cik  Hi't. 

crt^VLithf 
Fn»tingii,  druikeiiof  thia  «-ttU«Adr>t^t»'. 
Afl  thilk©  holy  J^we  our  cUlrpii  iAticliei« 
HU  litist«a  aiitl  his  st4Wf  Bh^l  atiillitif^m  ^ 
And,  sirs.  a]«o  it  htdtstb  jiiioaa>iP ; 
For,  thon^h  A  man  be  tklLcs  in  jalciiu  rigb 
Lot  mikkciii  ivith  this  wat^r  hia  potii^,  i.4^ 
A  Till  fH^vt'f  ftliixnui  LjiMrohiis  wyf  miatn*^. 
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By  this  gaude  have  I  wonne,  yeer  by 

ye«r, 
An  Imndred  mark  sith  I  was  Pardoner. 
I  8t<mdo  lyk  a  dork  in  my  pnlpet,         391 
And  whan  tho  lewed  pcplo  is  doun  y-set, 
I  preche,  so  as  ye  han  herd  bifore, 
And  telle  an  hundred  false  japes  more. 
Than  i>cyne  I  mo  to  8trec<jhe  forth  the 

nekke,  .^95 

And  est  and  west  upon  the  peple  I  bekke, 
As  doth  a  dowvo  sitting  on  a  heme.      (69) 
Myn  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  yome, 
That  it  is  joye  to  see  my  bisinesse. 
Of  aTar>'ce  and  of  swich  cursednesse   400 
Is  al  my  prcching,  for  to  make  hem  free 
To  ycve  her  pens,  and  namely  nn-to  me. 
For  my  entente  is  nat  but  for  to  winno, 
And  no-thing  for  correccionn  of  sinne.  404 
I  rekko  never,  whan  that  they  ben  beried, 
Though   that   her    sooles  goon  a-blake- 

beried  ! 
For  certes,  many  a  predicacionn 
Comth  ofte  tyme  of  yvel  entencionn  ;  (80) 
Som  for  plesannce  of  folk  and  flaterye, 
To  been  avaonoed  by  ipocrisye,  410 

And  som  for  veyne  glorie,  and  som  for  hate. 
For,  whan  I  dar  non  other  weyes  debate, 
Than  wol  I  stinge  him  with  my  tonge 

smerte 
In  preching,  so  that  he  shal  nat  asterte 
To  been  defameil  falsly,  if  that  he         415 
Hath  trespased  to  my  brethren  or  to  mo. 
For,  though  I  telle  noght  his  propre  name. 
Men  shal  wel  knowethat  it  is  the  same  (90) 
By  signes  and  by  r>there  circumstances. 
Thus   qnjrte   I   folk   that   doon   us   dis- 

pleaances ;  420 

Thofl  spitte  I  out  my  venim  under  howo 
Of  holynease,  to  seme  holy  and  trewe. 

Bat  ihortly  myn  entente  I  wol  devyse  ; 
I  preche  of  no-thing  but  for  coveityse. 
Tberfor  my  theme  is  yet,  and  ever  was — 


"  Radix  malorum  ed  cupiditas.'*  4^1 

Thus  can  I  preche  agayn  that  same  vyce 
'  Which  that  I  use,  and  that  is  avaryce.  ( lou) 
'  But,  though  my-self  be  gilty  in  that  sinne, 
I  Yet  can  I  maken  other  folk  to  twinne  430 
I  From  avaryce,  and  sore  to  repente. 
I  But  that  is  nat  my  principal  entente. 
I  I  preche  no-thing  but  for  coveityse ; 
1  Of  this  matere  it  oughte  y-nogh  snffyse. 
Than  telle  I  hem  ensamples  many  oon 
Of  olde  stories,  longe  tyme  agoon  :        436 
For  lewed  peple  loven  tales  olde  ; 
Swich  thinges  can  they  wel  reporte  an<l 
holde.  (110) 

What?  trowe  ye,  the  whyles  I  may  preche, 
And  winne  gold  and  silver  for  I  teche,  440 
That  I  wol  live  in  povert  wilfully  ? 
Nay,  nay,  I  thoghte  it  never  trewely  ! 
For  I  wol  preche  and  begge  in  sondry 

londes ;  < 

I  wol  not  do  no  labour  with  myn  hondes, 
Ne  make  baskettcs,  and  live  therby,     445 
Because  I  wol  nat  beggen  ydelly. 
I  wol  non  of  the  apostles  count«rfete  ; 
I  wol  have  money,  wolle,  chese,  and  whete, 
Al  were  it  yeven  of  tho  povrest  page,  (i;»i; 
Or  of  the  povrest  widwe  in  a  village,    4,>^> 
Al  sholde  hir  children  sterve  for  famyne. 
Nay  !  I  wol  drinke  lioourof  the  vyne, 
And  have  a  joly  wenche  in  every  toun. 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  in  condusionn  ; 
Your  lyking  is  that  I  shal  telle  a  tale.  455 
Now,  have  I  dronke  a  dranghte  of  corny 
ale, 
'  By  god,  I  hope  I  shal  yow  telle  a  thing 
'  That  shal,  by  resonn,  been  at  your  lyking. 
J  For,   though    myself    be    a    ful   vicious 
I  man, 

A  moral  tale  yet  I  y<A(r  telle  can,  (13a)  ^(Hi 
Which  I  am  wont  to  preche,  for  to  winno. 
Now   holde    your  i)ees,    my  t.ilc   I  >^ol 
beginnc.' 


->5!< 
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Tin:   PARDONERS  TALE. 


Here  bi^neth  the  Pardoners  Tale. 


In  Khmiiilii  m  \v1i\1miii  was  a  oompanyo 
(>t  >"!!::••  !<»llv.  Tlijit  h.iunti»«lt'U  iVilj-o, 
\-«  rv«'t,  liM-iHT-l.  sii'Wi"*.  aiKl  tavornos,  465 
\\  Ik  r-jn.  with  lijiipi-s.  Intr."*,  aini  fi^it«TUt>s, 
Tin  >  <l:iuii.  !■  iiiiil  i>lf\«'  at  ilt-os  l»<»th»»  day 
Mini  iiiirlif.  (130^ 

All'!  I  ti-  mU"  .Mii-l  iliinki'ii  «»vor  hir  iiiif>;ht, 
'riiui!,'!i  wlii.  h  r\uy  iI.mmi  the  lievul  sacri- 

Wit  hi  II    thaf    <h-\.li'S   tomplo,  ill  cnrfkHl 

liy  surK'rrtviik^e  ahhomiiiablG  ; 
III  rot  hi'-^  !>cc'n  a^>  f^*Av  and  *cj  damptuibls^, 
TliHt  it  LH  grialy  fur  tu  Ijotg  hem  a  wore  ]; 
Our  blisinul  hintea  ^;iy^\y  ihuy  to-tcro  , 
lli'iii   ilii'Ut!;hto  Jfwijs    ronte    liim    nrjght 


And  a  man  which  that  is  drvnkelewc,  4^ 
But  that  W(M)«luc!»e,  y-lallen  in  a  shreve. 
Porsoveroth  lon^orthan  dotli  drankcueitK. 
O  ^lotonyo,  fill  of  curscilnosse,  .i?9i 

O  i'auiiH>  llrst  of  our  ronfuftionn, 
0  original  of  oiir  dauipnariimn,  w 

Til  Crist  had   bught  us  with  hit  lilvkl 

affnyn  ! 
L<i,  how  il«:rc,  shortly  for  to  sayn, 
AIx>ght  waa  thilke  cursed  vileinj-e: 
Corrupt  WM  al  tb\3  -world  lor  gWt.my^l 

Adam  our  fi*der,  atid  his  wyif  *lso,    ff5 
Fro  Paradjfl  to  Inlioiir  atid  to  wo 
Werts  driven  for  that  vyeo^  it  id  no  di^iti 
Fur  whyl  that  Adam  fu^Tthi.as  I  nodft, '  18a) 
Hti  vrna  in  Pitrii'lyri  ;  and  whan  that  he 
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That  of  his  throte  he  mftketh  his  privee, 
Thargfh  thilke  cursed  superfluitee.     (aoo) 

The  aposiel  weping  seith  ful  pitonsly, 
'  Ther  walken  many  of  whiche  yow  told 

have  I,  530 

I  seye  it  now  weping  with  pitons  voys, 
[That]  they  been  enemys  of  Cristes  croys, 
Of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  wombe  is 

her  god.' 
O  wombe  !  O  bely !  O  stinking  cod, 
FoMld  of  donge  and  of  cormpcioon  I    535 
At  either  ende  of  thee  foul  is  the  sonn. 
How  greet  labour  and  cost  is  thee  to 

finde!  • 

Tliise  cokes,  how  they  stampe,  and  streyne, 

and  grinde,  (a  10) 

And  tnmen  sabstannoe  in-to  accident, 
To  fhlfille  al  thy  likeroos  talent !  540 

Ont  of  the  harde  bones  knokke  they 
The  mary,  for  they  caste  noght  a-wey 
That  may  go  thorgh  the  golet  sofbe  and 

swote; 
Of  spioerye,  of  leef,  and  bark,  and  rote 
8hal  been  his  sance  y-maked  by  delyt,  545 
To  make  him  yet  a  newer  appetyt. 
Bat  certes,  he  that  hannteth  swioh  delyoes 
Is  deed,  whyl  that  he  liveth  in  tho  vyoes. 
A  lecheroos  thing  is  wyn,  and  dronke- 

nesse  (221)  549 

Is  All  of  siryving  and  of  wrecchednesse. 
O  dronke  man,  disflgared  is  thy  face, 
Soar  is  thy  breeUi,  foul  artow  to  embrace, 
And  thurgh  thy  dronke  nose  semeth  the 

aoun 
As  though  thou  sejrdest  ay  *Sampsoun, 

Sampsoun '; 
And  y«t,  god  wot,  Sampsonn  drank  never 

no  wyn,  555 

Thoa  faUest,  as  it  were  a  stiked  swyn  ; 
Thy  tonge  is  lost,  and  al  thyn  honest  cure ; 
For  dronkenesse  is  verray  sepulture  (ajo) 
Of  mannes  wit  and  his  discrecioun.  559 
In  whom  that  drinke  hath  dominacioun, 
He  can  no  oonseil  kepe,  it  is  no  drede. 
Now  kepe  yow  &o  the  whyte  and  fro  the 

rede, 
And  nanaely  fro  the  whyte  wyn  of  Lepe, 
That  is  to  seUe  in  Fish-strete  or  in  Chepe. 
This  wyn  of  Spayne  crepeth  subtilly    565 
In  othere  wynes,  growing  faste  by, 
Of  which  ther  ryseth  swich  ftunositee, 


That  whan  a  man  hath  dronken  draughtes 
three,  (240) 

And  weneth  that  he  be  at  boom  in 
Chepe, 

He  is  in  Spa3me,  right  at  tho  toune  of 

Nat  at  the  Bochel,  ne  at  Burdeux  toun  ; 
And  thanne  wol  he   seye,   *8ami)soun, 

Sampsonn.* 
But  herkneth,  lordings,  o  word,  I  yow 

preye, 
That  alio  the  sovereyn  actes,  dar  I  seye. 
Of  victories  in  th'olde  testament,  575 

Thurgh  verray  god,  that  is  omnipotent, 
Were  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  preyere ; 
Loketh  the  Bible,  and  ther  ye  may  it 

lere.  (350) 

Loke,  Attila,  the  grete  conquerour, 
Deyde  in  his  sleep,  with  shame  and  dis- 
honour, 580 
Bledinge  ay  at  his  nose  in  dronkenesse ; 
A  capitayn  shoulde  live  in  sobrenene. 
And  over  al  this,  avyseth  yow  right  wel 
What  was  comaunded  un-to  Lamuel — 
Nat  Samuel,  but  Lamuel,  seye  I —        585 
Redeth  the  Bible,  and  finde  it  expresly 
Of  wyn-yeving  to  hem  that  ban  justyse. 
Na-more  of  this,  for  it  may  wel  snfi!yse.  {260) 
And  now  that  I  have  spoke  of  glotonye. 
Now  wol  I  yow  defenden  hasardrye.    590 
Hasard  is  verray  moder  of  leeinges^ 
And  of  deceite,  and  cursed  ibrsweringes. 
Blaspheme  of  Crist,  manslaughtre,  and 

wast  also 
Of  catel  and  of  tyme  ;  and  forthermo, 
It  is  reprove  and  contrarie  of  honour  595 
For  to  ben  holde  a  commune  hasardour. 
And  ever  the  hySr  he  is  of  estaat, 
The  more  is  he  holden  desolaat.  (270) 

If  that  a  prince  useth  hasardrye, 
In  alio  govemaunce  and  policye  600 

He  is,  as  by  commune  opinioun, 
Y-holde  the  lasse  in  reputacioun. 

Stilbon,  that  was  a  wys  embassadour, 
Was  sent  to  Corinthe,  in  ful  greet  honour. 
Fro  Lacidomie,  to  make  hir  alliaunce.  605 
And  whan  he  cam,  him  happede,  par 

,  channce, 
That  alio  the  grettest  that  were  of  that 

lond, 
Pleyinge  atte  hasard  he  hem  fond.     (28c) 


Sfio 
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Fur  whicli,  as  bouo  as  it  mi^lito  lie,      <k»9 
Ht)  stal  hini  hoo^n  ngHyti  to  hjM  contnw, 
And  «ejde,  *  tbcr  wot  I  uat  lose  jny  iiunA ; 
N'  1  woi  list  take  tm  mo  «>  greet  djaTfline, 
Yow  for  to  oll.vQ  mi-tu  none  basardooti. 
Seudeth  oth«ira  wym  cmbuBodonis;    614 
FoT^  hy  viy  tftmtbo,  me  we»  ievar  ^7*, 
Thftn  I  yuw  vholde  to  bosartlouri  «^a« 
Far  5^e  th&t  bees  m^  glorioiu  in  honoaA 
SbaJ  Hat  nll^'S'ii  yow  with  liasanloiLrB  (dg^) 
An  b:^  my  wil,  ne  aa  bj  my  treto&* 
Thb  wyBo  iibiloflctpUre  thud  aqgNi«  he.  6aa 

Loka  &uk  tiiat,  to  the  Idag  Bemetrioa 
The  kiiig  q>'  Partbeir  ba  tile  book  Kith  d«« 
B«nto  him  at  paird  of  deea  of  gold  in  sflom , 
For  bo  hadde  hmhI  hazard  tlijer4)ilb«<ii  ■; 
For    which  ba  heeld  htfl  gloHA  or  Ilia 
re^otui  ^s 

At  iio  value  or  rormtockmn. 
LordcA  mny  Audeq  otbpr  mon^  p\ey 
Hoiififlte  >-noogh  to  do  vo  tho  day  awoy* 

Now  wol  i  sfToke   of  othp4  Holae  iMiii 

gtBtO  (Jul ) 

A  word  or  t^o^  na  old«  bokt«  tf«te.       6^0 
Gret  flweriug  \a  a  thing  abhominablef 
And  lidfle  iwering  is  yi»t  moro  repravaMff. 
The  heii^he  god  for  bail  sweriiig  at  al^ 
Witneeso  on  Mathew  ;  bnt  in  sponuJ 
Of  tiworijitf  aeitb  tbo  h*Ay  JvPRO%ye^       6^^^ 
■  ThMii  fljjxdt  h*.^yo  sinqtlj  thyn  othee,  ami 


And  by  Uu*  bkniii  of  Ctit^  thMi.  U  is  k 
Hnylos, 

and  tri'yu; 
By  ptKldiss  arnio*,  if  thou  Talaljr  phtyp^ 
This  doggier  ^hol  Ihtu^gb-mit  tfa;ii  L«l% 

g^^—  m 

This  froyt  aometh  of  the  lnt>ohmd  boaarlw^ 

Forsw^ring,  ire^  falaneMo,  hoooiegrtiA.  i|^ 
Xow,  for  the  luve  of  Crirt  Uwl  far  m  dj>4% 
XjeT«tb  yoQT  otheifl,  bmtbacPato  iHd  imdt : 
Bnt|  drs^  now  woL  t  ieUn  fcirtli  mjf  tml%  ^ 

*  Tiiisr.  ryotonres  thre*,  of  wtuob«  I  bdk 
Longe  erst  cr  prynie  r&a^  of  au^  hatitk 
Were  met  hem  in  a  taromo  fbr  til  drml*t 
And  na  they  latte,  they  hardm  A  b«lli«t:b>lt 
Bifom  a  oon^  wa«  oaiivd  feo  bk  svww;  64$ 
That  oon  of  hem  gan  ohUah  t9  bii  ksiMi 

*  Go  hot,*  quod  he,  *  and  rji4»  rwii^y,  jjS 
What  eon  ia  th la  that  j^Mvfh  heer  i/^iijf] 
And  look  that  thott  repurU*  Jun  uaiuft  wd" 

*  Sir,'  qtmd  thii  boy,  '  k  tiMlolh  a*nr«fr 
a-d*?i  e^ 

ItwRBraetobi,ery«>oam  hcv*r,  twohmiJi*i 
He  was,  pardoo^  itn  old  fviAwv  at  ytntm; 
And  «udoynly  b«  waa  y-alayn  to-niicbii 
F^ir-drotike,  aid  be  sat  on  hiji  tw&f^b  vp- 

right » 
Ther  cam  a  priveo   thtwft  man  clot»«ii 
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'  Is  it  Bwich  peril  with  him  for  to  mete? 
I  shal  him  seke  by  wey  and  eek  by  strete, 
I  make  avow  to  goddes  digne  bones  I  695 
Herkneth,  felawes,  we  three  been  al  ones ; 
Lat  ech  of  as  holde  up  his  bond  til  other, 
And  ech  of  us  bicomen  otheres  brother,  (370) 
And  we  wol  sleen  this  false  traytour  Deeth ; 
He  shal  be  slayn,  which  that  so  many 
sleeth,  70U 

By  goddes  digniteo,  er  it  be  night.' 

Tu^dres  ban  thise  three  her  trouthes 
plight, 
To  live  and  dyen  ech  of  hem  for  other, 
As  thoogh  he  were   his  owcne  y-boren 

brother. 
And  np  they  sterte  al  dronken,  in  this 
»««,  ?>5 

And  forth  they  goon  towardes  that  village, 
Of  which  the  tavemer  had  spoke  biforn, 
And  many  a  grisly  00th  than  ban  they 
sworn,  (380) 

And  Cristes  blessed  body  they  to-rente — 
*  Deeth  shal  be  deed,  if  that  they  may  him 
hente.'  710 

Whan  they  han  goon  nnt  fully  half  a 
myle, 
Right  as  they  wolUe  han  troden  over  a 

style, 
An  old  noan  and  a  povre  with  hem  mette. 
This  olde  man  ful  mekely  hem  grotte. 
And  seyde  thus,  '  now,  lurdes,  god  yow 
■ee!»  715 

The  proudest  of  thise  ryotoures  three 
Answerde  agayn,  ^  what  ?  carl,  with  sory 
grace,  (389) 

Why  artow  al  forwrapped  save  thy  face  ? 
Why  livestow  so  longo  in  so  greet  ago  ? ' 

This  olde  man  gan  loke  in  his  visage,  730 
And  seyde  thus,  *  for  I  ne  can  nat  finde 
A  man,  thongh  that  I  walked  in-to  Inde, 
Neither  in  citee  nor  in  no  village, 
Tliat  wolde  ohannge  his  yonthe  for  myn 

And  therfore  moot  I  han  myn  ago  stllle, 
As  longe  time  as  it  is  goddes  wille.        ja6 
Ke  deeth,  alias !  ne  wol  nat  han  my  lyf ; 
Thns  walke  I,  lyk  a  restelees  caityf,  (4(X)) 
And  on  the  ground,  which  is  my  mod  res 

Iknokke  with  mj  staf,  bothe  erly  and  late. 
And  seye,  *'  leve  moder,  leet  me  in  !      731 


Lo,  how  I  vanish,  flesh,  and  blood,  and 

skin  ! 
Alios  !  whan  shal  my  bones  been  at  reste  ? 
Moder,  with  yow  wolde  I  ohaunge  my 

cheste,  734 

That  in  my  chambre  longe  tyme  hath  be. 
Ye  !  for  an  heyre  cloat  to  wrappe  me  !  ^ 
But  yet  to  me  she  wol  nat  do  that  grace, 
For  which  fdl  pale  and  welked  is  my  face. 
But,  sirs,  to  yow  it  is  no  cortoisye  (411) 
To  speken  to  an  old  man  vileinye,        740 
But  he  trespasse  in  worde,  or  elles  in  dede. 
In  holy  writ  ye  may  your-self  wel  rede, 
*'  Aga>-ns  an  old  man,  boor  upon  his  heed, 
Ye  sholde  aryse;"  whertbr  I  yeve  yow 

reed, 
Ne  dooth  un-to  an  old  man  noon  harm 

now,  745 

Xa-more  than  ye  wolde  men  dide  to  yow 
In  age,  if  that  ye  so  longe  abyde  ; 
And  god  be  with  yow,  wher  ye  go  or  rydo. 
I  moot  go  thider  as  I  have  to  go.'        ('421 » 
'  Nay,  olde  cherl,  by  god,  thou  shalt  nat 

so,»  75«> 

Soyde  this  other  hasardoar  anon  ; 
» Thou  partest  nat  so  lightly,  by  seint  John ! 
Thou  spak  right  now  of  thilke  traitour 

Deeth, 
That  in  this  contree    alle    our  frendes 

sleeth. 
Have  beer  my  tronthe,  as  thou  art  his 

«isi»y«i  755 

Tel  wher  ho  is,  or  thou  shalt  it  abye. 
By  god,  and  by  the  holy  sacrament ! 
For  stKJthly  thou  art  oon  of  his  assent,  (430) 
To  Hleon  us  yongo  folk,  thou  false  theef !  • 
'  Now,  sirs,'  quod  he,  '  if  that  yow  be  so 

loef  760 

To   iiudo  Deeth,   tume  np  this   croked 

wey. 
For  in  that  grr>ve  I  lafte  him,  by  my  fey, 
I'nder  a  tree,  and  tber  he  wol  abyde  ; 
Nat  for  your  boost  he  wol  him  no-thing 

hyde. 
See  ye  that  00k  ?  right  ther  ye  shal  him 

finde.  765 

Ood  wivo  yow,  that  boghte  agayn  man- 

kinde, 
And  yow  amende ! ' — thus  seyde  this  olde 

mnn. 
And  evcrich  of  thise  lyotoures  ran,    (4401 
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Til  ho  I'ixm   to  thaT  triM\  inul  ther  they 

t'oiui.lr 

(>r  llt'iiiis  tyiK'  .»f"  ir-'Mt'  y-<''»viu.«(l  round© 
Wol    uy    ail    I  lijlit.'    ltns.slu'ls,    as    hom 


TliAt  oon  of  hem  spak  thus  nn-to  tliat 

other, 
'  Then  knowest  wel  thoa  art  my  girorn« 

briither,  \|Su, 


Th-.ui:litf.                                             771  I  Tliy  jinifit  wol  I  telle  thee  anofn. 

Xi.l.iiu"  iTli.inni-  ait.  r  Ihtththoy  soughto,  1  Thou  wo«.»8t  wel  that  our  felnwe  is  A|Rv>n: 

Hut  iilK.t  111  III  so  i;l:i<l  was  Dt'that  siKhte.  |  And  ho<;r  is  gold,   and   that   fal  gn^ 

Fi'V  iliat   till'  ll-Tias  b.-on    so  lairo  and  |  i»lont«*e,                                                   P.i 

I'l  iirlit.',                                                       I  That  shal  departed  >»een  amoxif;  ns  thrrtL 

That  ihmii  th.y  s-  tt.'  hi.inby  thisprt'cious  1  Bnt  iiutheloR.  if  I  can  shape  it  s«> 

h.»r.|.                                                     775  That  it  doparte<l  vt-ero  anions  ns  two, 

The\v<T>t....th.nihr  si-akothortrstowor*!.  (  Hadde  I  nat  dixm  afn>ondestt>mMthc«>' 

•  lir.  thnn."  ■m-nl  h«'.  "  tak  k«'pe  what  I  ,  That  other  answenlo,  'I  noot  how  that 

siv.' :                                                              I  may  l)€;                                                 Hi*^ 

My  wit  i",  ::r.  <  t.  ih..u::]i  that  I  iKiarde  and   ■  Ho  wotit  how  that  tlio  B*»1J  is  with  ns 

I'h  y.-.                                               1450}  I  twe>-o, 

Thi^  xit-i'T  hath  loimn*^  nn-to  ns  yivon,      j  What  shal  we  doon.  what  shal  wo  to  him 

In  milt hr  .ui'l  .i"litir  our  lyf  to  liven.  7^*0  |  B<'ye?'                                                     .HJ'; 

Aii.i  liirhtly  a<  it  .  .>nith.««i  wol  we  siH'ndo.  1  *Shal  it  be  conw»il?*  seyde  the  fii»t« 

Ky  '  u^.'i'i.  «5  pii  .■:«'i-,<  .liiriiit*'cl  who  wende  shrewe, 

T.'-ilav.  That  w.'  <ji.'l-h-  han  s.»l«ira  firraof?  ■  '  And  T  shal  tellen  thcc,  in  wordes  fow^ 

lint   niiirl.ti'  tliis  i,'..l.l  h,<  carii-d  t'nt  this  What  wo  shal  d«.>«m,  and  bringi*  it  we\ 

l>Ia<  »■                                                      7M4  aboute.*                                                 ^Ji 

lIixMii  t..  niyn  lions.  ..rtlh-sun-toyonn-s—  ,  'I  gnumto.*  qmnl  that   other,  *ont«:' 

For  \v.  1  y- w<H.i  tliat  al  this  goMisoures —  ,  douto. 

Than  \\iv<'  w.-  in  li.iu'h  iiliriteo.                    .  That,  by  my  tronthe,  I  wol  thee  ii-it  hi- 

Ihit  iiiwi  Iv.  li\  ilavt'  it  nniy  nat  Ik*:  y^txt  wri'ye/ 

,M.  n    \\i)lii'    -A!;    that    wf   wore  tln-vos  '  Xow/ (iuo«I  tlin  finnte,  '  thou  woost  «el 

sfion.:-.                                                   7St)  wel»etweye,                                         8i| 

drum  ti.g  brmpo.     I  And! 
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The  beaatee  of  thiae  florixiB  nowo  and 

brighte.  (511) 

'O  lord!'  qnod  he,  'if  so  wero  that  I 

mighte  840 

Have  al  this  trcsor  to  my-solf  allonc, 
Ther  is  no  man  that  liveth  under  the  trono 
Of  god,  that  sholde  live  so  mery  as  I ! ' 
And  atte  laste  the  feend,  oar  enemy, 
Patte  in  bis  thought  that  he  shold  poyson 

beye,  845 

With  which  he  mighte  sleen  his  felawos 

tweye ; 
Fdr>why  the  feend  fond  him  in  swich 

lyvinge,  (519) 

lliat  he  had  leve  him  to  sorwe  bringo. 
For  this  was  ontrely  his  fulle  entente 
To  sleen  hem  bothe,  and  never  to  repente. 
And  forth  he  gooth,  no  longer  wolde  he 

tarie,  851 

Into  the  toun,  nn-to  a  pothecarie. 
And   preyed    him,   that    he   him  woldo 

■elle 
80m  poyson,  that  he  mighte  his  rattes 

quelle ; 
And  cek  tlier  was  a  polcat  in  his  hawe, 
That,   as   he   seydc,  his   capouns  hadde 

y-«lawe,  856 

And   iayn   ho  wolde   wreko   him,  if  ho 

mighte, 
On  vermin,  that  destroyed  him  by  nighte. 
The  pothecarie  answerde,  'and  thou 

shalt  have  (531) 

A  thing  that,  al-so  god  my  soule  save,  86u 
In  al  this  world  ther  nis  no  creature, 
That  ete  or  dronke  hath  of  this  confiture 
Noght  but  the  mountance  of  a  com  of 

whete, 
That  he  ne  shal  his  l3rf  nnon  forleto  ; 
Ye,  sterve  he  shal,  and  that  in  lasse  whylo 
Than  thou  wolt  goon  a  paas  nat  but  a 

myle ;  866 

This  poyson  is  so  strong  and  violent.' 
This  cursed    man  hath   in   his  bond 

y-hent  (540J 

This  poyson  in  a  box,  and  sith  ho  ran 
In-to  the  nexte  strcte,  un-to  a  man,      870 
And  borwed  [of]  him  large  hotels  three  ; 
And  in  the  two  his  poyson  poured  ho ; 
The  thridde  ho  kepte  dene  for  his  drinke. 
For  al  the  night  ho  shoop  him  for  to 

swinke  874 


In  caiyinge  of  the  gold  out  of  that  place. 
And  whan  this  ryotour,  with  sory  gprace, 
Had  fUlod  with  wyn  his  grcte  hotels  three, 
To  his  felawes  agayn  repairoth  he.  (55c) 
What  nedeth  it  to  sermone  of  it  more? 
For  right  as  they  had  caft  his  deeth  bifore. 
Right  so  they  han  him  slayn,  and  that 

anon.  881 

And  whan  that  this  was  doon,  thus  spak 

that  oon, 
'  Now  lat  us  sitte  and  drinke,  and  make 

us  merie. 
And  afterward  we  wol  his  body  berio.' 
And  with  that  word  it  happed  him,  par 

cas,  88s 

To  take  the  hotel  ther  the  poyson  was, 
And  drank,  and  yaf  his  felawe  drinko  also. 
For  which  anon  they  storven  bothe  two. 

But ,  certes,  I  suppose  that  Avicen    (56 1 ) 
Wroot  never  in  no  canon,  ne  in  no  fen. 
Mo  wonder  signes  of  empoisoning         891 
Than  hadde  thise  wrecches  two,  er  hir 

ending. 
Thus  ended  been  thise  homioydes  two. 
And  oek  the  false  empo^'sonor  also. 

O  cursed  sinne,  fid  of  cursednesse !   895 
O  traytours  homic^'de,  o  wikkednosso  I 

0  glotonye,  luxurie,  and  hasanhye  !  (569) 
Tliou  blasphemour  of  Crist  with  vileinye 
And  othes  grete,  of  usage  and  of  pryde ! 
Alias!  mankindo,  how  may  it  bitydo,  c^m 
That  to  thy  croatour  which   that  thoo 

wroghte, 
And  with  his  precious  herte-blood  thee 

boghte. 
Thou  art  so  fals  and  so  nnkindc,  alias  ! 
Now,  goode  men,  god  forgevo  yow  your 

trcsi>as,  904 

And  ware  yow  fro  the  sinne  of  a\'ar>*ce. 
Myn  holy  pardoun  may  yow  alio  waryce. 
So  that  yo  oflfro  nobles  or  st<>rlingcs, 
Or  olles  silver  broches,  spones,  ringos.  (581)) 
Bowoth  your  heed  under  this  holy  bullc  ! 
Cometh   up,   yo   wj-ves,   offreth   of  your 

wollc !  910 

Your  name  I  cntre  heor  in  my  roll©  anon  ; 
In-to  the  blisso  of  hcvene  shul  yo  gon  ; 

1  yow  as.<K>ile,  by  myn  heigh  power, 
Yow  that  wol  offre,  as  clone  and  oek  as 

cleer 


J^      A.  y< 

^-  And . 


ZU  CaitUrButg  Cafes- 


ft*  ts$4grtf^^. 


Am  y«  wer«  bom ;  nud,  lo,  sitb,  ihttm  I 

And  Ji»u  {.;rl$t,  11  mt  id  tinr  simXea  ]«cb«^ 
^So  grounto  yow  his  panJon  U^  rpceyvt?  j       l 
For  tJaat  is  h&st ;  I  woJ  yuw  nat  deceyve*     | 

Bat  tire,  o  word  lf»rigiit  1  in  my  tttla,  (391 J 
I  bavio  relikea  fLud  pardon  m  my  mid«,  910  | 
A«  fAlre  as  any  iB&n  in  EngeJond^  \ 

Whiehe  wer«  m©  yeven  by  tho  pop«ff  h<»i3d. 
If  fuiy  of  yow  wul,  of  di>v<H:miin^  | 

Offrijii,  and  hat\  myji  AliffoLucionn, 
(Jotnetl)   forth   anorif   luid   kneleih  beer  j 

And  niokely  rectjjni-et.li  my  pArdoun  ;  ' 

Or  tdleUt  tu-ketU  piirdoii  ah  ye  ^enda,  (599)  , 
Al  npwt*  nnd  freab^  at  every  tounLe*  ende,  | 
H^^  thiit  yfl  nffr^ii  aLwey  n<?we  luid  seWe  ' 
Ktrbltfis  ATid  peiu,  which  that  be  ^ode  and 

I  re  we.  930 

It  i^  ivn  h<mour  Uj  evbnt^h  that  la  he&rf 
That  yo  mowe  havp  n  sufHseuit  pftrdoiieor 
T'&BBuiJUo  y*jw,  in  contriK!  sa  ye  lyda* 
Fur  ftVenttiTi^ii  wliich  thut  may  bltydoL 
Pei^vontiire  th&t  inthy  falt«<MU  or  twu  9J15 
Douii  of  hia  hors^  and  br«^e  hU  t^ekko 

at  wo. 
JjM>k  which  ft  «etij*eteq  is  it  to  yow  aU« 
That-  T  am  in  youi*  fi'laweiihip  y-lklle,  4^610) 
T^mt  limy  3±»4oillr*  yavf^  Initho  tzuire  and 


Ye^  for  a  ifTtii^  t  unbolKi  ii»4i«i  tjiy  i««' 
■  Nnyt   »*>%'   qtiQd    h«,    *  tM»   h«*»  I 

Crtatefi  cure  !  <^ 

I«t   hft,    t|ii<.Mi    he,,    'it    ab&l    lUkt  ^  m 

thofl'ch ! 
ThoB  w»lfl«Afa  iiuik«  nw  LlAs  thf^  «i 

brooch,  i$m 

And  flwei^  ii  ««m  a  Tv*ilc  of »  ciiiit, 
Thcigh  it  wtiiv  With   Ihy 

peint  I 
But  by  the  croy«  whicli  1 

fcmd, 
I  wold4^  1  haddei  thy  coillaiu  id  mfH  I 
In  sfcpde  d'  n^ikis*  or  tif  aplntnjiriE ; 
Jjkt  ciitt«  hem  «f,  I  wol  tiina  htlpm  1 


They  Hhnl  be  ahEyti^  in  »n  hciggca  lurt* 

Thk  |iardtvDor anflw«Td«i  &At  *  word:  i# 

^  wrooth  ho  waa^  no  wanl  ne  vfdd»  hi 

aeyik 

^  If  ow/  qnod  cmr  bosi^  *  t  iv<ol  no  iMitf 

Ifleye  *fa^ 

Witlithe*?,  newilh  noon  oUierftttgryli 

But  right  anofi  thti  wfjrttiy  1 

Whm.  thai  he  iui^h  that  •! 

'  Na^mone  of  tbk,  for  it  la  right  f-n 
Sir  PanloncTt  be  glad  nnd  lUffy  of  e 
An'l  yr>,  sir  h<i!t«t^  th«t  b«eli  tu  m«  m>  ^ 
t  pr«>y  y*^iw  that  ^e  ld«»t]|»  PkinJaEidr  1^ 


ighti^iu^^H 

iii>fy  of  chtn^H 
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GROUP  D. 


THE  WIFE   OF   BATH'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Bathe. 


'  ExpERiirKCK,  thon^h  noon  anctorit^e 
Were  in  this  world,  wero  right  y-nongh 

to  me 
To  gpeke  of  wo  that  is  in  mariage ; 
For,  lordinges,  sith  I  twelf  yeer  was  of  age, 
Thonked  be  god  that  is  eteme  on  lyve,    «; 
Hoosbondes  at  chirche-dore  I  have  had 

fyve; 
For  I  BO  oft©  have  y-wedded  be  ; 
And  alle  were  worthy  men  in  hir  degree. 
Bnt  me  was  told  certejm,  nat  longe  agon  is, 
That  gith  that  Crist  ne  wente  never  bnt 

onis  10 

To  wedding^  in  the  Cane  of  Oalilee, 
That  by  the  same  ensample  tanghto  he  me 
That  I  ne  sholde  wedded  be  bnt  ones. 
Herke  eek,  lo!  which  a  sharp  word  for 

the  nones 
Eeiyie  a  welle  Jesns,  god  and  man,        15 
Spak  in  repreve  of  the  Samaritan  : 
"  Thoa  hast  y-had  fjrve  honsbondes,**  quod 

he, 
**  And  thilke  man,  the  which  that  hath 

now  theo, 
Is  noght  thyn  honsbond ; "  thns  seyde  he 

certeyn; 
What  that  he  mente  ther-by,  I  can  nat 

seyn;  x) 

Bnt  that  I  axe,  why  that  the  fifthe  man 
Was  noon  honsbond  to  the  Samaritan? 
How  manye  mighte  she  have  in  mariage? 
Yet  herde  I  never  tellen  in  mjm  age 
Upon  this  nombre  diffinioionn ;  35 

Men  may  devyne  and  glosen  np  and  donn. 
But  wel  I  woot  expres,  with-oute  lye, 
Qod  bad  us  for  to  wexe  and  multiplye ; 
That  gentil  text  can  I  wel  nnderstonde. 
Eek  wel  I  woot  he  seyde,  myn  hoosbonde 


Sholde  lete  fader  and  moder,  and  take 

me;  31 

But  of  no  nombre  mencioun  made  he, 
Of  bigamye  or  of  ootogamye  ; 
Why  sholde  men  speke  of  it  vileinye? 

Lo,  here  the  wyse  king,  dan  Salomon ;  55 
I  trowe  he  hadde  wyves  mo  than  oon  ; 
As,  wolde  god,  it  levefnl  were  to  mo 
To  be  refresshed  half  so  ofbe  as  he ! 
Which  yifte  of  god  hadde  ho  for  alle  his 

wjrvis! 
No  man  hath  swich,  that  in  this  world 

alyve  is.  40 

Ood  woot,  this  noble  king,  as  to  my  wit, 
The  firste  night  had  many  a  meiy  fit 
With  ech  of  hem,  so  wel  was  him  on  lyvo ! 
Blessed  be  god  that  I  have  wedded  fyve  !* 
Welcome  the  sixte,  whan  that  ever  ho 

shal.  45 

For  sothe,  I  wol  nat  kepe  me  cbost  in  al ; 
Whan  myn  honsbond  is  fro  tho  world 

Som  Cristen  man  shal  wedde  mo  anon ; 
For  thanne  th'ax>ostlo  seith,  that  I  am 

free 
To  wedde,  a  godd's  half,  wher  it  lyketh 

me.  50 

He  seith  that  to  be  wedded  is  no  sinne  ; 
Bet  is  to  be  wedded  than  to  brinne. 
What  rekketh  me,  thogh  folk  seye  vileinyo 
Of  shrewed  Lameth  and  his  bigamyo  ? 

*  Here  tome  HSS.  imerL  the  foUowing  gfiiuinr 
Q>ut  r^ted)  line*  :— 
Of  wbiche  I  Imve  7>piked  out  the  beste 
Bothe  of  hir  nether  purs  and  of  hir  cheste. 
Diverse  eoolee  maken  parflt  clerkes. 
Divers  praktik,  in  many  sondry  werk^i, 
Maketh  the  werkman  i)arfit  sekirly. 
Of  tyre  hosbondee  aoolering  am  I. 


rM 


ZU  tatUttiuv^  Zatu. 


[t.  .s^ar-oriS- 


1  woot  wel  Abraham  was  an  holy  man,  55 
And  Jacob  eek,  as  ferforth  as  I  can  ; 
And  ech  of  hem  hadde  wyves  mo  than 

two ; 
And  many  another  holy  man  also. 
Whan  sangh  ye  ever,  in  any  maner  age, 
That  hye  god  defended  manage  60 

By  expres  word  ?   I  pr^  yon,  telleth  me ; 
Or  wher  oomanded  he  virginitee? 
I  woot  as  wel  as  ye,  it  is  no  drede, 
Th'apostel,  whan  he  speketh  of  mayden- 

hede; 
He  seyde,  that  precept  ther-of  hadde  he 

noon.  65 

Men  may  oonseille  a  womman  to  been  oon, 
But  conseilling  is  no  comandement ; 
He  pntte  it  in  our  owene  jngement 
For  hadde  god  comanded  maydenhede, 
Thanne  hadde  he  dampned  wedding  with 

the  dede ;  70 

And  certes,  if  ther  were  no  seed  y-sowe, 
Virginitee,  wher-of  than  sholde  it  growe? 
Ponl  dorste  nat  comanden  atte  leste 
A  thing  of  which  his  maister  yaf  noon 

heste. 
The  dart  is  set  up  for  virginitee ;  75 

Cacche  who  so  may,  who  renneth  beet  lat 

Bnt  this  word  is  nat  take  of  every  wight, 
Bat  ther  as  god  list  give  it  of  his  might. 
I  woot  wel,  that  th'apostel  was  a  mayde ; 
But  natheless,  thogh  that  he  wroot  and 
sayde,  80 

He  wolde  that  eveiy  wight  were  swich  as 

he, 
Al  nis  but  conseil  to  virginitee ; 
And  for  to  been  a  wyf,  he  yaf  me  leve 
Of  indulgence ;  so  it  is  no  repreve 
To  wedde  me,  if  that  my  make  dye,       85 
With-onte  ezcepoioun  of  bigamye. 
Al  were  it  good  no  womman  for  to  touohe, 
He  mente  as  in  his  bed  or  in  his  couche  ; 
For  i)eril  is  bothe  fyr  and  tow  t'assemble ; 
Ye    knowe    what    this    ensample    may 
resemble.  90 

This  is  al  and  som,  he  heeld  virginitee 
More  parfit  than  wedding  in  freletee. 
Freeltee  depe  I,  but-if  that  he  and  she 
Wolde  leden  al  hir  lyf  in  ohastitee. 

I  graunte  it  wel,  I  have  noon  envye,  95 
Thogh  maydenhede  preferre  bigamye ; 


Hem  lyketh  to  be  clene,  body  and  gooet, 
Of  myn  estaat  I  nil  nat  make  no  boost. 
For  wel  ye  knowe,  a  lord  in  his  houshold, 
He  hath  nat  every  vessel  al  of  gold  ;     100 
Somme  been  of  tree,  and  doon  hir  lord 

servyse. 
Ood  clepeth  folk  to  him  in  sondry  wyse, 
And  everich  hath  of  god  a  propre  yifte, 
80m  this,  som  that, — as  him  lyketh  shifte. 
Virginitee  is  greet  perfecoioun,  105 

And  continence  eek  with  devocioon. 
But  Crist,  that  of  perfeccioun  is  wel]e< 
Bad  nat  every  wight  he  sholde  go  selle 
AU  that  he  hadde,  and  give  it  to  the  pore, 
And  in  swich  wyse  folwe  him  and  his 

fore.  tio 

He  spak  to  hem  that  wolde  live  parfitly; 
And  lordinges,  by  your  leve,  that  am  nat  L 
I  wol  bistowe  the  flour  of  al  myn  age 
In  th'  actes  and  in  fruit  of  manage. 

Telle  me  also,  to  what  oonclosioun    115 
Were  membres  maad  of  generacionn, 
And    for    what    profit    was    a    wight 

y-wroght  ? 
Tmsteth  right  wel,  they  wer  nat  nuMtd 

for  noght. 
Glose  who-eo  wole,  and  seye  bothe  up  and 

doun, 
That  they  were  maked  for  purgacioun  120 
Of  urine,  and  our  bothe  thinges  smale 
Were   eek  to  knowe  a    femele  from  a 

male, 
And  for  noon  other  cause  :  sey  ye  no  ? 
The  experience  woot  wel  it  is  noght  mo ; 
So  that   the  derkes    be    nat  with    me 

wrothe,  1^5 

I  sey  this,  that  they  maked  been  for  bothe, 
This  is  to  seye,  for  office,  and  for  ese 
Of  engendrure,  ther  we  nat  god  di^eae. 
Why  sholde  men  elles  in  hir  b<^es  se(^ 
That  man   shal    yelde  to    his  wyf  hir 

dette?  130 

Kow    wherewith    sholde    he   make    his 

payement, 
If  he  ne  used  his  aely  instrument? 
Than  were  they  maad  up-on  a  creature, 
To  purge  uryne,  and  eek  for  engendmrs. 
But  I  seye  noght  that  every  wiglit  is 

holde,  135 

That  hath  swich  hameys  as  I  to  yow 

tolde, 
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To  goon  and  nsen  hem  in  engendrore ; 
Than  aholde  men  take  of  chastitee  no 

cure. 
Crist  was  a  mayde,  and  shapen  as  a  man, 
And  many  a  seint,  eith  that  the  world 

bigan,  140 

Tet  lived  they  ever  in  parfit  chastitee. 
I  nil  envye  no  virginitee ; 
Lat  hem  be  breed  of  pored  whete-seed, 
And  lat  ns  wyves  hoten  barly-breed  ; 
And  yet  with  borly-breed,  Mark  telle  can, 
Oar  lord  Jesn  refresshed  many  a  man.  146 
In  swioh  estaat  as  god  hath  cleped  ns 
I  wol  persevere,  I  nam  nat  precious. 
In  wyfhode  I  wol  use  myn  instrument 
As  frely  as  my  maker  hath  it  sent.        150 
If  I  be  daungorous,  god  yeve  me  sorwe  ! 
Myn  honsbond  shal  it  have  bothe  eve  and 

morwo. 
Whan  that  him  list  com  forth  and  paye 

his  dette. 
An  housbonde  I  wol  have,  I  nil  nat  lette, 
Which  shal  be  bothe  my  dettour  and  my 

thral,  155 

And  have  his  tribulacionn  with-al 
Up-on  his  flesshj'whyl  that  I  am  his  wyf. 
I  have  the  power  duringe  al  my  lyf 
Up^n  his  propre  body,  and  noght  he. 
Right  thus  th*apo8tel  tolde  it  un-to  me  ; 
And  bad  our  housbondes  for  to  love  us 

weeL  161 

Al  this  sentence  me  lyketh  every-deel  * — 
Up  sterte  the  Pardoner,  and  that  anon, 
'Now  dame,'  quod  he,  'by  god  and  by 

seint  John, 
Ye  been  a  noble  prechour  in  this  cas !  165 
I  was  abonte  to  wedde  a  W3rf ;  alias ! 
What  sholde  I  bye  it  on  my  flesh  so  dore? 
Yet  hadde  I  lever  wedde  no  W3rf  to-yere ! ' 
*Abyde!'  quod  she,   'my  tale  is  nat 

bigonne ;  169 

Nay,  thou  shalt  drinken  of  another  tonne 
£r  that  I  go,  shal  savoure  wors  than  ale. 
And  whan  that  I  have  told  thee  forth 

my  tale 
Of  tribulacionn  in  manage, 
Of  which  I  am  expert  in  al  myn  age, 
This   to   seyn,  my-self  have    been    the 

whippe;—  175 

Tlian  m^jrttow  chese  whether  thou  wolt 

■ippe 


Of  thilke  tonne  that  I  shal  abroche. 
Be  war  of  it,  er  thou  to  ny  approche ; 
For  I  shal  telle  ensamples  mo  than  ton. 
Who-eo  that  nil  be  war  by  othere  men,  180 
By  him  shul  othere  men  corrected  be. 
The  same  wordes  wryteth  Ptholomee ; 
Bede  in  his  Almageste,  and  take  it  there.' 
'  Dame,  I  wolde  praye  yow,  if  your  wil 

it  were,' 

Seydo  this  Pardoner,  '  as  ye  bigan,        185 

Telle  forth  your  tale,  spareth  for  no  man. 

And  teche  us  yonge  men  of  your  praktike.' 

'Gladly,'  quod  she,  'sith  it  may  yow 

lyke. 
But  yet  I  pn^ye  to  al  this  companye. 
If  that  I  speke  after  my  fantasye,         190 
As  taketh  not  a-grief  of  that  I  seye  ; 
For  m3m  entente  nis  but  for  to  pleyc. 
Now  sires,  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my 

tale.— 
As  ever  mote  I  drinken  yryn  or  ale, 
I  shal  seye  sooth,  tho  housbondes  that 

I  hadde,  195 

As  three  of  hem  were  gode  and  two  were 

badde. 
The  three  men  were  godo,  and  riche,  and 

olde; 
Unnethe  mighte  they  the  statut  holdo 
In  which  that  they  were  bounden  un-to 

me.  199 

Ye  woot  wel  what  I  mene  of  this,  ]mrdee ! 
As  help  me  god,  I  laughe  whan  I  thinke 
How  pitously  a-night  I  made  hem  swinke ; 
And  by  my  fey,  I  tolde  of  it  no  stoor. 
They  had  me  yeven  hir  gold   and  hir 

tresoor ; 
Me  neded  nat  do  lenger  diligence         205 
To  winne  hir  love,  or  doon  hem  reverence. 
They  loved  me  so  wel,  by  god  above. 
That  I  ne  tolde  no  deynteo  of  hir  love ! 
A  wys  womman  wol  sette  hir  ever  in  oon 
To  gete  hir  love,  ther  as  she  hath  noon,  a  10 
But  sith  I  hadde  hem  hoolly  in  myn  bond. 
And  sith  they  hadde  me  yeven  all  hir 

lond. 
What  sholde  I  taken  hede  hem  for  to 

plese, 
But  it  were  for  my  profit  and  myn  ese  ? 
I  sette  hem  so  a-worke,  by  my  fey,        315 
That  many  a  night  they  songen  "  wei- 

lawey!" 


-M 


ZU  CanterSur;  Zaitn. 


[t.  r799-5«7-- 


'ilji   l»:u.«»\m  was  imt  iVt  for  hr-in,  I  trowe,   I 
'riisit  snin  iiitii  ban  in  Ks.s«'X  at  Diinmowo. 
I  t;MVtriic<l  h,.iii  so  wi'l.  nltor  my  liiwo. 
That  I'll  oflifiii  fill  l»lisful  was  niul  fawo 
To  1)1  iii^:»TMi'  trnyc  thiiijjcsfn*  iliofnyro.  221 
Tlu\v  wi'vo  lul  \i\iu\  Nslian  T  siwik  t<»  hem 

fayrr-  : 
For  i:"«l  it  ^^«»<»t.  T  rlii<l«l<'  hem  spitoiwly. 

N'ow  iH-rkiu'ili.  how  I  l«ir  mo  proprt'ly, 
^'«»  wyst' wyvos.  that  laii  uiKlcrstdiirlc.  22-i 

Tlinssliiil  yi'  sp.ki-  and  Ixto  hem  wnrng 
on  hond..- ; 
For  lialf  so  l»ol(lcly  can  thor  no  mnn 
S\N»'r('  aii'l  IviMi  as  a  "womman  can. 
1  s-y  nat  tliis  by  wyvcs  that  In^n  w^\'RC, 
Hut-if  it  he  whan  thiy  hem  misiivj-so.  J?i> 
A  wy.<  \<\\\  if  that  sh«>  can  liir  g<K><l, 
Shal  h»nn  hiiu  on  hoiul  tho  c^w  is  woo«], 
An«l  take  witn<  ss«'  of  hir  owono  mftyilo 
Of  hir  a-stiit  ;  hiir  lurkn.'th  h<i\v  I  say«lo. 

•'  Sir  oM.-  kaynanl,  is  this  thyn  army? 
W hy  i s  my  in  i ft li I ' I « ►rt d  \\y f ' so  gay  ?     2 ffi 
Slio  i*t  h^niMim-d  ('vt*r  id  thcTuhii  gftth  ; 
I  %ixiii  lit  Uiwjiu,  I  lisivo  no  thrifty  cloth, 
Wlnit  J4>sti:r\v  jit  my  noighebiJrM  hona  ? 
Isi  si  111  SKI  fnif  j»  artitw  so  amorotu?         7411 
Whitt  rowiio  yt*   with  inir  mAjtle?   frem*- 

sir  H-Eilt:  loLliour^  hit  tliy  JH[w^il  bp  ! 


Som,  for  hir  handes  and  hir  armofisiiiakr. 
ThuR  frr>th  al  to  the  devel  1^  thy  tale. 
Thou  fic>-8t,  men  may  nat  kc])e  a  castrl- 

wrI; 
It  niny  w>  longe  aasnilled  beon  o\-ei>al. 
And  if  tliat  Hhe  he  foul,  thon  acict  tlut 

Rho  ?»• 

Coveiteth  overj-  man  that  she  may  sev: 
For  lis  a  Rpayuol  «he  Wf>l  on  him  le]^. 
Til  that  she  fiude  som  man  liir  to  chepe: 
Xo  noon  so  ffrey  dr^^os  g<*th  ther  in  th<> 

lake,  Xt) 

Ar,  seistow,  thatwol  Iteen  with-ont^  maka 
And  scyst,  it  is  an  hard  thin^  for  to  weMe 
A  thintBT  that  no  man  wol.  his  thanki-s. 

hcMe. 
Tlins  seiRtow,  lorel,  -whan  thow  gnun  tn 

Ix^lilo : 
And   tliat    no   wys   mnn   neileth  i^r  :■» 

wetldo,  .  j;4 

Nc  no  man  that  ontendeth  un-to  he^fu**. 

With  wildo  thoudernlint  and  firy  lerewe 

Moto  thy  velked  nekke  be  t^brokc' ! 

Tliow  s«yst  tbftt  dropping  houaeSv  Mii 

eok  smfi^kot 
And  chydJinR  wyiv.a,  maken  man  io  Hw 
Out  of  hir  owene  hoti^  *  a  I  iMw'Wi*  /     j*» 
Wliat  oylpth  awi(."h  an  ohl    iiwiTi   fw  r^ 

rhyilc? 
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And  but  thou  make  a  feste  on  thilke 

day 
That  I  was  bom,  and  make  me  fresh  and 

And  but  thon  do  to  my  norioe  honour, 
And  to  my  chamberere  with-inne  my 

bonr,  300 

And  to  my  fadres  folk  and  his  allyes ; — 
Thus  seistow,  olde  barel  fhl  of  lyes  I 

And  yet  of  our  apprentice  Janekjm, 
For  his  crisp  heer,  shjrninge  as  gold  sofyn, 
And  for  he  squiereth  me  bothe  np  and 

donn,  3P5 

Yet  hastow  canght  a  fids  snspecioon ; 
I  wol  hym  noght,  thogh  tliou  were  deed 

to-morwe. 
Bnt  tel  me  this,  why  hydestow,  witii 

sorwe. 
The  keyes  of  thy  cheste  aw^  fro  me? 
It  is  my  good  as  wel  as  thyn,  pardee.  310 
What  wenestow  make  an  idiot  of  onr 

dame? 
Now  by  that  lord,  that  called  is  seint 

Jame, 
Thoa  sbalt  nat  bothe,  thogh  that  thou 

were  wood. 
Be  maister  of  my  body  and  of  my  good ; 
That  oon  thou  shalt  foi^,  mangree  thyne 

yen;  315 

What  nedeih  thee  of  me  to  enqnere  or 

spyen? 
I  trowe,  thou  woldest  loke  me  in  thy 

cheste! 
ThoQ  sholdest  seye,  'wyf,  go  wher  thee 

leste, 
Tak  your  disport,  I  wol  nat  leve  no  talis; 
1  knowe  yow  for  a  trewe  wjrf,  dame  Alis.' 
We  love  no  man  that  taketh  kepe  or 

charge  3a  i 

Wher  that  we  goon,  we  wol  ben  at  our 

large. 
Of  alle  men  y-blessed  moot  he  be. 
The  wy9e  astrologien  Dan  Ptholome,    324 
That  seith  this  proverbe  in  his  Almageste, 
'  Of  alle  men  his  wisdom  is  the  hyeste. 
That  rekketh  never  who  hath  the  world 

in  honde.' 
By  this  proverbe  thou  shalt  undorstonde, 
Have  thou  y-nogh,  what  thar  thee  reoohe 

or  care 
How  merily  that  othere  folkes  fiure  ?    330 


For  oerteyn,  olde  dotard,  by  jrour  leve, 
Te  shul  have  queynte  right  y-nongh  at  eva 
He  is  to  greet  a  nigard  that  wol  weme 
Aman  to  lighte  his  candle  at  his  lanteme ; 
He   shal    have   never   the    lasse   light, 

PWPdee ;  335 

Have  thou  y>nough,  thee  thar  nat  pleyne 

thee 
Thou  seyst  also,  that  if  we  make  us  gay 
With  clothing  and  with  precious  array. 
That  it  is  peril  of  our  chastitee ; 
And  yet,  with  sorwe,  thou  most  enforce 

thee,  340 

And  seye  thise  wordes  in  the  apostles 

name, 
'In    habit,    maad   with    chastitee    and 

shame, 
Te  wommen  shul  apparaille  yow,'  quod 

he, 
'And  noght  in  tressed  heer  and    gay 

perree. 
As  perles,  ne  with  gold,  ne  clothes  riche;' 
After  thy  text,  ne  after  thy  rubriche  346 
I  wol  nat  wirche  as  muchel  as  a  gnat. 
Thou  seydest  this,  that  I  was  lyk  a  cat; 
For  who-so  wolde  senge  a  cattes  skin, 
Thanne  wolde  the  cat  wel  dwellen  in 

his  in;  350 

And  if  the  cattes  skin  be  slyk  and  gay. 
She  wol  nat  dwelle  in  house  half  a  day, 
But  forth  she  wole,  er  any  day  be  dawed, 
To  shewe  hir  skin,  and  goon    a-cater- 

wawed; 
This  is  to  803^  if  I  be  gay,  sir  shrewe,  355 
I  wol  renne  out,  my  borel  for  to  shewe. 
Sire    olde  fool,   what   eyleth   thee  to 

spyfin? 
Thogh     thou     preye    Argus,    with    his 

hundred  yen, 
To  be  my  warde-cors,  as  ho  can  best, 
In  feith,  he  shal  nat  kepe  me  but  me 

lest;  360 

Yet  coude  I  make  his  herd,   so    moot 

I  thee. 
Thou  seydest  eek,  that  ther  ben  thinges 

three. 
The  whiche  thinges  troublen  al  this  erthe, 
And  that  no  wight  ne  may  endure  the 

ferthe: 
O  leve  sir  shrewe,  Jesu  shorte  thy  lyf !  365 
Yet  prechestow,  and  seyst,  an  hatefhl  wyf 
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V-r»k«iii"l  i-J  l<'r  «M»n  <»f  tlus<«  iiiosc-hiincoA. 
n.'»u    tliiT   ii«»ii«'    othoro    manor    reacm- 

I.Imii.-.-s 
'lljMt  y«'  iiiMN  ]\Un«'  >onr  ]tartibl4'8  to, 
I'.nt-it  a  s.ly  w  yf  I...  ....n  ot'tho?  3711 

Th«'u  lyKi  n. -t  \\Miiiiii;nu'rt  lov**  to  holle, 
I'..    Iian-.\n«'    l<ii  I.    tluT   wati-r   moy   not 

.Iw.  II.-. 
r;..iu  lykii.Ni  it  aN..  To  wililo  tyr; 
'rill-  iiKin-  it    Im  Miiitli.  tin'  more  it  liAth 

.|.->yr 
I"..    <-..ii>sniii.-    .\.iy     thiiit:     tliat     bront   | 

w.  1   U:  375 

I'hCMl  Si-y^t.  tlint  ri|^bt  na  wormeM  fthonde 

iL  ii  tits 
HinUt  Bi>  n  wyrik'Htrffyptb  hir  limubonde> 
Till  Si    kii'iwc    tlu'y  tUnt   been  to  wyve* 

TriTrfUiiRinfi,    right    IliuA,    nd    yo    have 

Rjir    I   Httfly   niyiiP   oMe    hciaftbo^iciM   ftti 

Tim P  t  liii^ T lu'y  t4t\vii<^n  in  h ir  rlninkoncfiso ; 
Ami  (il  wnrt  ijil.s  but  tlmt  J  took  untneose 
Oil  Jniii'^i)]  liiid  oil  my  neoe  ako. 

0  b»nl,  tho  ]ioyiir  T  slidi-  hem  «nd  tbe  vo, 
Fn  I  (fi  1  te k-Pii .  1  jy  (;■  m i i les  H^eto  pyn*? !  ^^s 
y^yrnsiin  Imr^  T  unu^b-  hjiie  flod  whyno. 

1  iiinii.    iit.vtM>.    tl]oq:b    I    were    in    tUe 


And  tkns  of  o  thini^  I  avanntc  me.      4i>: 
Atto  endo   I   haddu    thv   bottre  in  tcl 

dcffrce* 
By  sloif^hto,  or  t'orco.  ur  by  som  nuner 

thing,  4M 

An  by  continnol  mnmrinr  or  fpmcclunc: 
Xauudy  a-1io<Me  ha<lilen  tlivy  ine«chaiinc«^. 
Tlicr  woldc   I   chydc    and    do    hem   »• 

I>loMinnc-o ; 
1  woblc  nfi  loni^or  in  the  hod  ahytle. 
If  that  I  felte  hifi  ann  in-er  xnj  n'de.  4r 
Til  ho  had  miuid  hid  mniiium  mi-to  mo: 
Than  wohle  I  suiTro  him  ib»  hiii  nyret*^ 

And  thfT'fnrp  f*t-^—  — --  -*-' ' "  ' 

Winne  wh<»^o  niA>%  Ji^r  al  i<  3    ■  r  — 
With  empty  hand  im&n  niay  n    ,m    \,.i 

lure; 
For  winning  vcild«  I  a.1  hist  loft  eadtt 
And  make  vae  a  feytuMl  appptyt  i 
And  yet  in  bacon  hmide  I  newt  Aitljt}^ 
That   made  m«  that  bver  I  «T4de  1 

chydfiv 
For  tbeigh  tho  pogw  hari  aeten  h«Hi  I 
I  wolde^  nnt  upare  ht^m  a(>  bir  nwiene  ^ 
For  fay  my  tronthe,  I  qaitte  hem  ' 

for  wt*rti. 
Af)  hplp  tno  vormy  god  ocntiipnteQl, 
Th«]^h    I   right    now   abolde    make 

t«£tanietit^ 
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What  eyleth  yow  to  gmcche  thna  and 

grone? 
Is  it  for  yo  wolde  have  my  qneynto  ollone? 
Why  taak  it  al,  lo,  havo  it  ovory-<leol ;  445 
Peter !  I  shrewe  yow  bnt  ye  love  it  weel ! 
For  if  I  wolde  solle  my  bele  ichoM^ 
I  condo  walke  as  fresh  as  is  a  rose  ; 
Bat  I  wol  kope  it  for  your  owcne  tooth. 
Ye  be  to  Uame,  by  god,  I  soy  yow  sooth." 
Swiche    maner  wordes  hadde  wo  on 

honde.  451 

Now  wol  I  speken  of  my  foorthe  hoos- 

bonde. 
My  fonrthe  hoosbonde  was  a  revelour, 
This  is  to  seyn,  ho  hadde  a  paramour ; 
And  I  was  yong  and  ftil  of  ragerye,      455 
Btiborn  and  strong,  and  joly  as  a  pye. 
Wei  conde  I  danncc  to  an  harpe  smalo, 
And  singe,  y-wis,  as  any  nightingale, 
Whan  I  had  dronke  a  dranghte  of  swete 

wyn. 
Metellios,  the  fonle  chorl,  the  swyn,    460 
That  with  a  staf  biraflo  his  wyf  hir  lyf, 
For  she  drank  wyn,  thogh  I  hadde  been 

his  wyf. 
He  sholde  nat  han  dannt^nl  me  fro  drinke ; 
And,  after  wyn,  on  Venns  moste  I  thinke : 
For  al  so  siker  as  cold  engendroth  hayl, 
A  likerons  month  moste  han  a  likeroos 

tayl.  466 

In  womman  vinelent  is  no  defence, 
This  knowen  lechoars  by  cxporionce. 
Bat,  lord  Crist !  whan  that  it  remem- 

breth  me 
ITp-on  my  yowtho,  and  on  my  jolitoo,  47*) 
It  tikleth  me  aboute  myn  herte  rote. 
Unto  this  day  it  dooth  myn  herte  bote 
That  I  have  had  my  world  as  in  my  t^'me. 
Bat  age,  alias !  that  al  wol  onvenyme,  474 
Hath  me  biraft  my  beantce  and  my  pith ; 
Ijii  go,  fare-wel,  the  devol  go  therwith  ! 
The  flour  is  goon,  ther  is  na-moro  to  telle, 
The  bren,  as  I  best  can,  now  moste  I  sclle ; 
But  yet  to  be  right  mery  wol  I  fonde. 
Now  wol  I  tellen  of  my  fourthe   hous- 

bonde.  480 

I  seye,  I  hadde  in  herte  greet  despyt 
That  he  of  any  other  had  delyt. 
Bat  he  was  qait,  by  god  and  by  seint 

Jooe! 
I  made  him  of  the  same  wode  a  croce ; 


Nat  of  my  body  in  no  foiil  manore,       485 
But  certoinly,  I  made  folk  swich  chere. 
That  in  his  oweno  grece  I  made  him  fr^'e 
For  angre,  and  for  verray  jalousye. 
By  god,  in  crthe  I  was  his  purgatorie,  489 
For  which  I  hopo  his  sonle  be  in  glorie. 
Fr)r  god  it  woot.  ho  sat  fnl  ofto  and  song 
Whan    that  his   shoo  ful  bitterly  him 

wrong. 
Ther  was  no  wight,  save  god  and  he,  that 

wiste, 
In  many  wyse,  how  s*>re  I  him  twiste. 
He  deyde  whan  I  cam  fro  Jerusalem,  405 
And  lyth  y-grave  under  the  rotle-boem, 
Al  is  his  tombe  noght  so  curious 
As  was  the  sepulore  of  him,  Darius, 
Which  that  Appelles  wroghte  subtilly  ; 
It  nis  but  wast  to  burie  him  preciously.  500 
Lat  him  fare-wel,  gotl  yovo  his  soule  reste, 
He  is  now  in  the  grave  and  in  his  cheste. 
Now  of  my  fifthe  housbond  wol  I  telle. 
Ghxl  lete  his  soule  never  come  in  belle ! 
And  yet  was  he  to  me  the  moste  shrewe ; 
That  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  al  by  rowe,     506 
And  ever  shal,  un-to  myn  ending-day. 
But  in  our  bed  he  was  so  fresh  and  gay. 
And  thcr-with-al  so  wel  coude  he  mo  glose, 
^\^lan  that  he  wolde  han  my  beU  chose,  510 
That  thogh  he  hadde  me  bet  on  every 

boon. 
Ho  coude  winnc  agayn  my  lovo  anoon. 
I  trow©  I  loved  him  beste,  for  that  ho 
Was  of  his  love  daungerous  to  me. 
Wo  wommen  han,  if  that  I  shal  nat  lyo, 
In  this  raatere  a  queynto  fantas>'e  ;      516 
Wayte  what  thing  wo  may  nat  lightly 

havo, 
Ther-afler  wol  wo  crye  al-day  and  crave. 
Forbe<ie  us  thing,  an<l  that  <ie3yren  wo  ; 
Frees  on  us  faste,  and  thanno  wol  wo  fleo. 
With  daunger  onto  wo  al  our  chaffam ;  5^1 
Greet  proes  at  market  maketh  dero  ware, 
And  to  greet  cheep  is  holdo  at  litel  prys ; 
This  knoweth  every  womman  that  is  wys. 
My   fif\ho   huusbondo,   god    his    soulo 

blesse !  5^5 

Which    that  I  took    for    love    and    no 

richesse, 
He  som-tymo  was  a  clerk  of  Oxenfonl, 
And  had  left  scole,  and  wente  at  boom  to 

bord 
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'Witli  my  goMib^  dwellings  in  our«  toutx, 
God    hay*    lur    «mle  1    kir    nmsMi  wiMt 

Shp  linew  myn  lierfce  and  trtsk  my  pdTetee 
B<»t  tlinn  oqr  pari^heHpreeat,   ao    moot 

I  thw  ! 
T<^  blr  biwreyed  I  my  cotisedl  »L 
For  liiul  myii  bousibondr  pi««ed  on  a  wal. 
Or  doovL  Aiblng  Lbat  Bliiildi^  Imn  cimt  lik 

lyf,  il35 

To  liLfi  and  to  q^oth^r  worthy  wyC, 
And  to  my  neoe,    which  thAt  I    Iot^ 

wed, 
I  woldo  han  told  hu  cohacuI  etiefT^eiiL 
And  so  I  dtde  ful  often  ^  god  it  ^ao%^ 
Tliat  mado  hu  fac«  ful  aft«n   r&^  and 

lioob  540 

Fur  vermy  shame,  and  blamed  blm-4j^lf 

for  ha 
Had  t<tJd  to  me  «i>  (fr&et  n  pri-TOto^. 

And  so  bjf,?l  til  At  oneii,  in  a  Ijotjtoj 
(Bet  fdlcm  tymtw  I  to  my  g;^c^b  unmle, 
Fpr  ever  yt-t  I  lovede  to  he  gay,  jwjs 

And  for  ta  walke,  m  H&rcb:,  Av«riUe^  Knd 

Maj', 
Fro  bcm«  to  bou§^  U*  hfire  Kondiy  tiyiii\ 
Thai  Jftnkiii  oUrk^  and  ncij  goistb  ^AQI* 

Alk, 
And  t  loy-Mlf,  in-to  tht*  foht^^  wont^i. 


For  ccjr1:«in1y,  I  sey  for  nn  h*A 
Yfit  woM  I  ucrer  witliMHtten  paxrtymatt^ 
Of  mariag^,  n'of  cftliere  tMni^fii  i^k  5^ 
J  holda  a  monsea  ti«rt«  iial  ifrartlt  a  1fl4, 
That  hath  but  oon  hole  f*w  to  M«rt»  loi 
And  if  that  faille,  tbiuiite  t«  al  ;r'4ft 
I  bar  him  oti  botidc,  ki«  ha*Ua  ^ 
cfaanted  me ;  US 

My  dnmo  ta^i^hte  me  that  MrQiJtiaiL 
And  oek  I  ■«y(l<^<  I  m^^*  of  liJ^  ■!  ni||i: 
He  in'olde  ban  ftUyti  £n«  a«  I  lajr  «]MliH 
And  al  my  bad  was  lial  of  iNtm^  ^^^^ 
But    Jfet    T  hop?   that     he    tUmX  <ti 

Fo^  blood  biicik^i^etb   nold^  a*  &■ 

tanglii 
And  nl  vma  Tola,  I  dronifld  Of  tl 

naiifht, 
Bttt  AB  I  f<dwod  ay  my  dmlBC^m  lon^ 
A^  wel  of  this  oa  of  otbtrr  tfclat^v  1 
But  now  sir^  lat  mv  sMi  ^HliM  J 

Beyn? 
At  hA !  by  gwi,  I  ham  iny  taJ*  A^riorT.^ 
Whan  thjfrt  stf  foFnrtUa  hotialKKB^  «tf 

00  bfer*f 
t  ww|)  olgato^  and  made  wory  ehm% 
Aa  wyvm  moien,  for  it  ia  i 
And   with    my  iM>vcirtJbJ#dr 

vtaoge; 


T.  6189-6276.]    D.    Z^  (pHft  of  (g«<J'6  Q)rofo^e. 


573 


And  trewely,  as  myne  honsbondes  tolde 

me, 
I  had  the  beste  ^wniam  mighte  be.         , 
For  certes,  I  am  al  Venerien  609 

In  felinge,  and  myn  herte  is  Marcien. 
Yenns  me  yaf  my  Inst,  my  likeronsnease, 
And  Mars  yuf  me  my  stnrdy  hardinesse. 
Vyn  ascendent  was  Tanr,  and  Mars  ther- 

inne. 
Alias !  alias !  that  ever  love  was  sinne ! 
I  folwed  ay  myn  inolinacionn  615 

By  vertn  of  my  constellacionn ; 
^That  made  me  I  conde  noght  withdrawe 
My  chambre  of  Yenns  fh>m  a  good  felawe. 
Yet  have  I  Martes  mark  np-on  my  face, 
And  also  in  another  privee  place.         620 
FoT^  god  so  wis  be  my  savaeionn, 
I  ne  loved  never  by  no  discrecionn, 
But  ever  folwede  myn  appetyt, 
Al  were  he  short  or  long,  or  blak  or 

whyt; 
I  took  no  kepe,  so  that  he  lyked  me,    625 
How  pore  he  was,  ne  eek  of  what  degree. 
What  sholde  I  seye,  but,  at  the  monthes 

ende, 
This  joly  clerk  Jankin,  that  was  so  hende. 
Hath  wedded  me  with  greet  solempnitee, 
And  to  him  yaf  I  al  the  lond  and  fee  630 
That  ever  was  me  yeven  ther-bifore ; 
Bnt  afterward  repented  me  ful  sore. 
He  nolde  snfire  nothing  of  my  list. 
By  god,  he  smoot  me  ones  on  the  list, 
For  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef,  635 
That  of  the  strook  myn  ere  wex  al  deefl 
Stibom  I  was  as  is  a  leonesse. 
And  of  my  tonge  a  verray  jangleresse. 
And  walke  Iwolde,  as  I  had  doon  bifom, 
From  hoos  to  hons,  al-though  he  had  it 

sworn.  640 

For  which  he  often  tymes  wolde  preche. 
And  me  of  olde  Bomayn  gestes  teche, 
How  he,  Simplicins  Gkdlns,  lefbe  his  wyf. 
And  hir  forsook  for  terme  of  al  his  lyf , 
Koght  bnt  for  open-heeded  he  hir  say  645 
Lokinge  ont  at  his  dore  upon  a  day. 

Another  Bomayn  tolde  he  me  by  name. 
That,  for  his  wyf  was  at  a  someres  game 
With-onte  his  witing,  he  forsook  hir  eke. 
And  than  wolde  he  up-on  his  Bible  seke 
ThtU  ilke  proverbe  of  Ecdesiaste,  651 
Wher  he  comandeth  and  forbedeth  £E»te, 


Man  shal  nat  suffre  his  wyf  go  roule 

aboute; 
Than  wolde  he  seye  right  thus,  with* 

outen  doute, 
'*Who-so  that  buildeth  his  hous  al  of 

salwes,  655 

And  priketh  his  blinde  hors  over  the 

falwes. 
And  suffreth  his  wyf  to  go  seken  halwes. 
Is  worthy  to  been  haniged  on  the  gal- 

wes!" 
But  al  for  noght,  I  sette  noght  an  hawe 
Of  his  proverbes  n*of  his  olde  sawe,      660 
Ne  I  wolde  nat  of  him  corrected  be. 
X  hate  him  that  my  vices  telleth  me. 
And  so  do  mo,  god  woot !  of  us  than  I. 
This  made  him  with  me  wood  al  outrely ; 
I  nolde  noght  forbere  him  in  no  cas.    665 
Now  wol  I  seye  jrow  sooth,  by  seint 

Thomas, 
Why  that  I  rente  out  of  his  book  a  leef, 
For  which  he  smoot  me  so  that  I  was 

deef. 
He  hadde  a  book  that  gladly,  night  and 

day, 
For  his  desport  he  wolde  rede  alway.   670 
He  deped  it  Yalerie  and  Theofraste, 
At  whiche  book  he  lough  alwey  ful  faste. 
And  eek  ther  was  som-tyme  a  clerk  at 

Bome, 
A  cardinal,  that  highte  Seint  Jerome, 
That  made  a  book  agayn  Jovinian ;      675 
In  whiche  book  eek  ther  was  Tertulan, 
Crisippus,  Trotula,  and  Helowys, 
That  was  abbesse  nat  fer  fro  Parys ; 
And  eek  the  Parables  of  Salomon, 
Ovydes  Art,  and  bokes  many  on,  680 

And  alle  thise  wer  bounden  in  o  volume. 
And  every  night  and  day  was  his  custume. 
Whan  he  had  leyser  and  vacacioun 
From  other  worldly  oocupacioun,         684 
To  reden  on  this  book  of  wikked  wyves. 
He  knew  of  hem  mo  legendes  and  Ijrves 
Than  been  of  gode  wyves  in  the  Bible. 
For  trusteth  wel,  it  is  an  impossible 
That  any  clerk  wol  speke  good  of  wjrves, 
Bui-if  it  be  of  holy  seintes  lyves,  690 

Ne  of  noon  other  womman  never  the  mo. 
Who  peyntede  the  leoun,  tel  me  who  ? 
By  god,  if  wommen  hadde  writen  stories, 
As  olerkes  han  with-inne  hir  oratories, 
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They  wolile  btm  writen  ol   tsiu 

Thftn  nil  tl)0  tbiu-k  of  Ad&m  mAy  nxlruiwi. 
Thfi  chOdron  of  MG^l^^^i«^  *iid  of  VeaiM 
Baen  in  hlr  wirkU^  fill  qiintrftriom*  * 
K^^rcnne  tuvr>t]i  wb'i<tni  and  mdeaMSSiy 
And  VettTiA  lijiv«th  ryot  tkud  dUpa&iOA*  |ii» 
Anil,  Tor  liir  ^Iivgtih}  digpofticioiuii 
l^h  folh^th  in  otberes  ejcaltAe.ioan  ; 
And  ihns,  f^jhI  wtKit !  Merttmit  is  dflHol&t 
In  Pbc*9,  whvT  Venus  is  axaltAi ; 
And    Yeu\is    falleth    ihor    Mfftcnrie    i* 

Toyaed ;  705 

Therf u  rono  wotnnum  of  no  derk  i«  pr^yaed » 
Tlie  clerk,  whim  ha  is  old^  Ottd  nuiy  tiog^t 

flo 
or  Venra  wiirko*  worth  his  ol+lo  aho, 
Thi*n  Hit  ho  dtttiii,  and  writ  in  hin  dt»t*M^ 
That  womm^n  (-an  ^ai  kepc^  hit  inarlnge  ! 

But  in>w  t^^  piirpii»,  wU.v  1  toldfl  the« 
That  I  waa  Jjoten  for  n  Iwxtk,  xmnlmL     jji 
Vp^n  a  night    J«nklii,   thAt  VM    OfHT 

Rerldei  on  Ins  liook,  aa  he  ant  hy  th^  IJfre, 
Of  Evft  lirst,  tbnt^  for  hir  wikkedneue. 
Was  aI  tiiitnlninde  hrTi^ht   to  wrM»li«d- 

neas^f  716 

F\»r  whii^h  thttt  .fesu  Crist  hiTO-P>1f  w»fi 
shiviin 


^  t  epek  ]]A.mii»r«-^lt  |«  ft  «rl^  Uyof- 
Of  Mr  hurriUt  In**  mxd  hir  Ijrkis^^     ;* 

Of  Qit#mij«tTn^  for  hir  looliorr^ 
Thiib  fAUAy  tnibJ  0  hit  h<m^^mtA  far  to  49«. 
H»  nutdtiii  it  with  fid  ^rifid  di«tteiiPn, 

Her  toldn  met  Mk  I'tir  wti«t  new^iwii  Jlp 
Ani|»hiunx  At  Thohmt  MU  ]U«  tjrf ; 
My n  hotuboitid  hftddti  a  lfie«ai4a  it  Ua  «lf 
Eriiihilenif  t.liat  for  jul  imrJt*«  t^gnlit 
Kitth  privoly  tin-to  the  Oroku  tuLd 
\^'hyr  Ihat  )iir  houslMmd«  MMo  lun  ift  i^ 
p1a««,  Hf 

Fur  which  hci  hiblde  at  Tlic'bM  m^  fns^ 

Of  Lymii  told  I*  lie  im\  «fe4id  of  IjuejA 
They  buthd  inad«  hir  hotubdrfMlat  hrt» 

dyo; 
That  nan  f^r  love,  that   ci|b«r  ««  fbr 

hafcA; 
Lytna  hir  housbrvnd,  on  nik  «v«o  Ut«,  ^ 
EmpojToncid  hath,  for  ilia*  «lt»vai  hkt* 
Luoya,  UkeronE^  lovc^l  Ulr  bfiofdm&d  ^, 
That  J  for  be  sholdo  lUwey  tip-on  hi?  tktuM 
SLo  yaf  him  svfif  li  n  nian^r  lt>r*Mlrt»il«. 
That  h«  was  d*ed,  »r  tl   wrw  l»7  tl« 

And  tbij*  Alg»l«a  h<miitKmdr«  hun  iirrw*. 
Tbiin  t^ldo  hi?'  mc,  hrm  ixni  Ijitrkmna 
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And   ther-with-al,   he  knew  <if  mo  pro- 

verbes 
Than  in  this  world  ther  g^wen  gras  or 

hcrbos. 
'*  Bet  ig,"  qnod  he,  "  thjii  habituoionn  775 
Be  with  a  leoiin  or  a  fonl  dragoon, 
Than  with  a  womman  iisinge  for  to  chj^de. 
Bet  in,"  quod  he,  "  hye  in  the  roof  abyde 
Than  with   an   angry  ^-j-f  doun  in  the 

hoofl; 
They  been  so  wikked  and  contrariotis  ;  7.^0 
They  baton  that  hir  housbondes  lovcth 

ay.' 
He  soyde,   *'a  womman  cast  hir  shame 

away, 
\Vlian  she  cast  of  hir  smok ;"  and  forthor- 

mo, 
'*  A  fair  womman,  bnt  she  bo  chaast  also. 
Is  lyk  a  gold  ring  in  a  sowes  nose."  785 
Who  wolde  woncn,  or  who  wolde  snppose 
The  wo  that  in  myn  horto  was,  and  pyne  ? 
And  whan  I  sangh  he  wolde  never  f^mo 
To  re<len  on  this  cursed  lKx>k  al  night, 
Al  sodeynly  three  leves  have  I  plight  790 
Ont  of  his  book,  right  as  he  raddo,  and 

eke, 
I  with  my  fist  so  took  him  on  the  cheko, 
That  in  oar  fyr  he  fil  Imkwanl  adoun. 
And  he  ap-stirte  as  dooth  a  wood  leonn, 
An<l  with  his  fist  he  pmoot  mo  on   the 

heed,  795 

That  in  the  floor  I  lay  as  I  wore  deed. 
And  when  he  saagh  how  stille  that  I  lay, 
Ho   was  agast,  and  wolde  ban   fled  his 

way. 
Til  atte  laste  ont  of  my  swogh  I  brey<le : 
'*0!    hastow  slayn  me,  false  theef?*'  I 

■eyde,  8<>:> 

"  And  for  my  land  thas  hastow  mordred 

me? 
Er  I  be  deed,  yet  wol  I  kisse  thee.*' 
And  necr  he  cam,  and   kneUni   fairo 

adoan. 
And  seyde,  "  dero  snstcr  Alisotm,  A04 
As  help  me  go<l,  I  shal  thee  never  sm3rto ; 
That  I  have  doon,  it  is  thy-self  to  wyte. 
Foryere  it  me,  and  that  I  thee  bisoko  " — 
And  yet  eft-son^  I  hitte  him  on  the  cheke. 
And  sejrde,    "theef,  thus  muchel  am  I 

wreke ;  flo9 

How  wol  I  dye,  I  may  no  longer  speke.** 


I  But  atte  laste,  with  mnchel  care  and  wo, 
I  We  fille  acorded,  by  us  selven  two. 
.  He  yaf  me  al  the  brydel  in  mjm  bond 
'  To  ban  the  governance  of  hous  and  lond, 

And  of  his  tonge  and  of  his  bond  also,  815 
'  And  made  him  brenne  his  book  anon 
I  right  tho. 

And  whan  that  I  hadde  geten  un-to  me, 

By  maistrio,  al  the  soveraynetee, 
'  And  that  he  seyde,  "mj-n  owone  trewe 

wyf, 
I  Do  as  thee  lust  the  tenne  of  al  thy  lyf, 

Keep  thyn  honrmr,  and   keep  eek  myn 
estaut'* —  8ii 

Aft«r  that  day  wo  hadden  never  debaat. 

God  help  me  so,  I  was  to  him  as  kindo 
:  As  any  wj*f  from  Denmark  un-to  Inde, 
:  And  also  trewe,  and  so  was  he  to  me.  8^5 
,  I  prey  to  god  that  sit  in  magesteo, 
'  So  blesse  his  soule,  for  his  mercy  dero  ! 

Now  wol  I  seye  my  tale,  if  ye  wol  hero.' 


I        Biholde  the  wordes  bitween  the 
I  Somonoor  and  the  Frere. 

The  Frore  lough,  whan  ho  hadde  honi 

al  this, 
•  Now,  dame,'  quod  he,  '  so  have  I  joyo  or 
blis,  831) 

This  is  a  hmg  preamble  of  a  tale ! ' 
:  And  whan  the  Somnour  herde  the  Fren^ 
gale, 
'  liO  ! '  quod  the  Somnour,  *  go<ldes  arn)(>.4 
two ! 
'  A  frere  wol  entremette  him  ever-mo. 
Lo,  go<le  men,  a  flye  and  eok  a  fn»re     835 
Wol  fallo  in  every  di.sh  an<l  oek  matcro. 
'  What  si)eki«tow  of  prcambulncioun  ? 
•  What !   amble,  or  trotte,  or  jH.*es,  or  g»» 
'  sit  doun ; 

Thou  lettest  our  disport  in  this  manere.* 
'  Ye,  woltow  so,  sir   Somnour  ? '    quod 
the  Frere,  840 

'  Now,  by  my  feith,  I  shal,  er  that  I  go, 
I  Telle  of  a  Sonmour  swich  a  tale  or  two, 

That  alle  the  folk  shal  laughcn  in  tliis 
'  place.* 

'Now    elles,    Frere,    I    bishrewo    Ihy 
face,' 
'  Quod  this  Somnour,  '  and  I  bislirowe  me, 
But'if  I  telle  tales  two  or  three  846 
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Of  freres  er  I  come  to  Sidingbome, 
That  I  Bhal  make  thyn  herte  for  to  mome ; 
For  wel  I  vroot  thy  pacience  is  goon.* 

Our  hoste  cryde '  peea !  and  that  anoon ! ' 

And  seyde,  'lat  the  womman  telle  hir 

tale.  851 

Ye  fare  as  folk  that  dronken  been  of  ale. 


Do,  dame,  tel  forth -your  tale,  and  that 
is  best.* 
'  Al  redy,  sir,'  qood  she,  *  right  as  yow 
lest. 
If  I  have  licence  of  this  worthy  Frere.' 
^Yis,  dame,*  qnod  he,  *tel  forth,  and 
I  wol  here.'  856 


Here  endeth  the  Wyf  of  Bathe  fair  Prologe. 


THE  TALE  OF  THE  WYF  OF  BATHE. 


Here  biglnneth  the  Tale  of  the  Wyf  of  Bathe. 


Ik  th'olde  dayes  of  the  king  Arthoor, 
Of  which    that    Britons    speken    greet 

honour, 
Al  was  this  land  Mfild  of  fayerye.       859 
The  elf-qneen,  with  hir  joly  oompanye, 
Dannced  ful  ofte  in  many  a  grene  mede ; 
This  was  the  olde  opinion,  as  I  rede. 
I  speke  of  manye  hundred  yeres  ago ; 
But  now  can  no  man  see  none  elves  mo. 
For  now  the  grete  charitee  and  prayeres 
Of  limitours  and  othere  holy  freres,     (10) 
That  serchen  every  lond  and  every  streem. 
As  thikke  as  motes  in  the  sonne-beem, 
Blessinge    halles,    chambres,    kichenes, 

boures, 
Citees,  burghes,  castels,  hye  tonres,      870 
Thropes,  hemes,  shipnes,  dayeryes, 
This  maketh  that  ther  been  no  fnyeryes. 
For  ther  as  wont  to  walken  was  an  elf, 
Ther  walketh   now  the   limitour    him- 
self 
In  undermeles  and  in  morweninges,    875 
And  seyth  his  matins  and  his  holy  thinges 
As  he  goth  in  his  limitacioun.  (ai) 

Wommen  may  go  saofly  up  and  doun. 
In  every  bush,  or  under  every  tree ; 
Ther  is  noon  other  incubus  but  he,       880 
And  he  ne  wol  doon  hem  but  dishonour. 
And  so  bifel  it,  that  this  king  Arthour 
Hadde  in  his  hous  a  lusty  baoheler, 


That  on  a  day  cam  rydinge  fro  iiTer; 
And    happed  that,  allone  as   she  was 

bom,  («>)  885 

He  saugh  a  mayde  walkinge  him  bifom. 
Of  whiche  mayde  anon,  maugree  hir  heed, 
By  verray  force  he  rafte  hir  maydenheed ; 
For  which  oppressioun  was  swich  clamoor 
And  swich  pursute  un-to  the  king  Ar- 
thour, 890 
That  dampned  was  this  knight  for  to  bs 

deed 
By  cours  of  lawe,  and  sholde  han  kst  his 

heed 
Paraventure,  swich  was  the  statut  tho ; 
But  that  the  queue  and  othere  ladies  mo 
So  longe  preyeden  the  king  of  grace,  895 
Til  he  his  lyf  him  graunted  in  the  place. 
And  yaf  him  to  the  queue  al   at  hir 

wiUe,  {4O 

To  chese,  whether  she  wolde  him  save  or 

spille. 
The  queue  thanketh  the  king  with  al 

hir  might,  809 

And  after  this  thus  spak  she  to  the  knight, 
Whan  that  she  saugh  hir  tyme,  up-on  a 

day: 
'  Thou  standest  yet,*  quod  she,  *  in  swich 

array. 
That  of  thy  lyf  yet  hastow  no  suretee. 
I  grante  thee  lyf,  if  thou  canst  teUen  ms 
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What  thing  is  it*that  wommen  most 
desyren  ?  905 

Be  war,  and  keep  thy  nekke>boon  firom 
3^ren.  (50) 

And  if  thou  canst  nat  tellen  it  anon, 
Yet  wol  I  yeye  thee  leye  for  to  gon 
A  twelf-month  and  a  day,  to  seohe  and 

lere 
An  answere  soffisant  in  this  matere.    910 
And  soretee  wol  I  han,  er  that  thou  pace, 
Thy  body  for  to  yelden  in  this  place.' 
Wo  was  this  knight  and  sorweftdly  he 
syketh ; 
Bat  what !  he  may  nat  do  al  as  him  lyketh. 
And  at  the  lasts,  he  chees  him  for  to 
wende,  915 

And  come  agayn,  right  at  the  yeres  ende, 
With  swich  answere  as  god  wolde  him 
porveye;  (61) 

And  taketh  his  leve,  and  wendeth  forth 
his  weye. 
He  seketh  every  hons  and  eyezy  place, 
Wher-as  he  hopeth  for  to  finde  grace,  9J0 
To  leme,  what   thing   wommen   loven 

most; 
Bat  he  ne  conde  arryyen  in  no  cost, 
Wher-as  he  mighte  finde  in  this  matere 
Two  creatores  accordinge  in-fere. 
Sonune    seyde,    wommen   loven    best 
richesse,  9^5 

Somme  seyde,  honoar,  somme  aejrde,  joly- 
nesse ;  (70) 

Somme,  riche  array,  somme  seyden,  last 

abedde, 
And  ofte  tyme  to  be  widwe  and  wedde. 
Somme  sejrde,  that   oar  hertes  been 
most  esed, 
Whan  that  we  been  y-flatered  and  y- 
plesed.  930 

He  gooth  ftil  ny  the  sothe,  I  wol  nat  lye ; 
A  man  shal  winne  as  best  with  flaterye ; 
And  with  attendance,  and  with  bisinesse, 
Been  we  y-lymed,  bothe  more  and  lesse. 
And  somme  sejm,  how  that  we  loven 
best  935 

For  to  be  free,  and  do  right  as  as  lest,  (80) 
And  that  no  man  repreve  as  of  oar  vyoe. 
Bat  seye  that  we  be  wyse,  and  no-thing 

nyoe. 
For  trewely,  ther  is  noon  of  as  alle,     939 
If  any  wight  wol  dawe  as  on  the  galle. 


That  we  nil  kike,  for  he  seith  as  sooth ; 
Assay,  and  he  shal  finde  it  that  so  dooth. 
For  be  we  never  so  vicioas  with-inne, 
We  wol  been  holden  wyse,  and  clene  of 
sinne. 
And  somme  seyn,  that  greet  delyt  ban 
we  (89)  945 

For  to  ben  holden  stable  and  eek  secree, 
And  in  o  parpos  stedefastly  to  dwelle, 
And  nat  biwreye  thing  that  men  as  telle. 
Bat  that  tale  is  nat  worth  a  rake-stele ; 
Pardee,  we  wommen -cbnne  no-thing  hele ; 
Witnesse  on  Myda ;  wol  ye  here  the  tale  ? 
Ovyde,  amonges  othere  thinges  smale, 
Sejrde,  Myda  hadde,  nnder  his  longe  heres, 
Qrowinge  ap^n  his  heed  two  asses  eres, 
The  whiche  vyce  he  hidde,  as  he  best 
mighte,  955 

Fal  sabtilly  from  every  mannes  sighte, 
That,  save  his  wyf,  ther  wiste  of  it  na- 
me. (lOl) 
He  loved  hir  most,  and  trasted  hir  also ; 
He  preyede  hir,  that  to  no  creatare 
She  sholde  tellen  of  his  disfigare.         960 
She  swoor  him  *  nay,  for  al  this  world 
to  winne, 
She  nolde  do  that  vileinye  or  sinne. 
To  make  hir  hoasbond  ban  so  foal  a  name ; 
She  nolde  nat  telle  it  for  hir  owene  shame.* 
Bat  nathelees,  hir  thoaght<e  that  she  dyde, 
That  she  so  longe  sholde  a  oonseil  hyde ; 
Hir  thooghte  it  swal  so  sore  aboute  hir 
herte,  (m) 
That  nedely  som  word  hir  moste  asterte ; 
And  sith  she  dorste  telle  it  to  no  man, 
Doan  to  a  mareys  &ste  by  she  ran ;     970 
Til  she  came  there,  hir  herte  was  a-fyre. 
And,  as  a  bitore  bombleth  in  the  myre, 
She  leyde  hir  month  an-to  the  water  doan : 
*  Biwreye  me  nat,  thou  water,  with  thy 
8oan,»                                        (118)  974 
Quod  she,  '  to  thee  I  telle  it,  and  namo ; 
Myn  hoasbond  hath  longe  asses  eres  two  I 
Now  is  myn  herte  all  hool,  now  is  it  oute ; 
I  mighte  no  lenger  kepe  it,  oat  of  doute.' 
Heer  may  ye  se,  thogh  we  a  t3rme  abyde, 
Yet  out  it  moot,  we  can  no  conseil  hyde ; 
The  remenant  of  the  tale  if  ye  wol  here, 
Bedeth  Ovyde,  and  ther  ye  may  it  lere. 
This  knight,  of  which  my  tale  is  spe- 
cially, 983 


578 


ZH  CmU^ciwe^  C^fctf. 


[t-  6i66-^r^ 


Whan  that  ho  eaiofih  lie  might e  uat  come 

therby, 
Thia  ifl  tfi  &>je»  what  womrooG  loven  mcioflt, 
With-iane  Ma  bri>at  i'ul  dof  wei^l  wsw  tJi* 

But   hoom    he    gooth^    bo    mighte   HAt 

Th«  day  was  come,  thftt  boomward  rooffte 

he  totiaTiii, 
And  iQ  hb  wej  it  hupped  hun  to  J^de, 
In  al  th\3  caro,  noder  a  forestnqrde,      990 
Whcr-AS  he  Ba^gh  np^a  &  dannoe  go 
Of  ladies  fyuro  ajul  twenty,  fljad  jet  iiu»i 
Toward  the  whichf^  daance  he  drow  ftil 

yerne, 
In,  ho|>o  that  som  wisdom  sholde  he  leme. 
Bttt  corteinly,  er  he  oame  fnllj  there,  995 
Vaii  [flshcd  was  tb  ts  daiui  £<  c,  he  mst«  where. 
No  creature  suugh  he  that  har  lytj  (141) 
Save  on  the  grene  he  saitgh  sittliige  a  wyf  | 
A  fouler  wight  ther  may  no  man  devyse. 
Agnyii  the  knight  tliia  olde  wjf  gan  tjse, 
And  ^ydo,  ^  sir  knight,  hucr-fortta  no  lyth 

no  wey»  looi 

TeJ  me^  what  tbat  y&  lokon^  hy  yonr  fe^  ? 
Para  vent  ore  it  ntay  fcho  t>ettre  be  ; 
Tliifc  olde  fulk  can  mn^el  tJmi^^^  quod 

shfl. 


LflLt  ua  go  forth  witb-ootcn  Itjug^r  t^mf§ak* 
Thi»  ronncd  fihe  a  puitol  it],  hb  tre«  toet 
Aiid  bad  bim  to  be  gUkl,  aj^rtl  iMVf  m 

fftre. 
\^^lijLn  they  be  oomeu  to  lll*90Bl|^lto 

kn%]it 
Seyda,   ^he  had  h<dde    hji    dmy,  mt  W 

hiidde  bight, 
Ajid  reily  wiu  hu  axi«w«a«/  mi  bv  i^yiJm 
Ful   many  ft  noble   wytt  mud    OiUtf  « 

m^yde,  {tynit}  mi* 

And  many  ft  widwo,  for  tlmt  Ui*y  U-a 

wyae, 
Tl^a  quene  hir-aell'  stttinge  ra  a  jnstTw. 
A^embled  been,  his^  anjmtvrc  iVtr  (t«  h^fr: 
And  afterward    iliis    knigiit    wa«   k»i^ 

apper^  pii« 

To  every  wight  conumdikl  '•wa  nliuifie. 

And  that    the    knight    aholde   talk  is 

andienoet 
What  thing  that  wtra-ld^y  womtnen  lews 

best. 
This  knight  lie  stood  nai  £ti{I»«*J«lb 

a  Ijest] 
But  to  his  qttc9tio<U]  tmon  aniuMfdii  ^ 
With  manly  foyti,  that  al  tli*  t«ttfi  i) 

hetdc :  (^ 

'  My  li^e  hidy,  ^^.ni?^alIy^''  qoodha, 
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Bifore  the  ooort  than  preye  I  thee,  sir 

knight/ 
Qaod  she,  *  that  thou  me  take  nn-to  thy 

■wyf ;  1055 

For  wel  thoa  west  that  I  have  kept  thy 

b-f.  (aoo) 

If  I  ny  fala,  «ey  nay,  up-on  thy  fey  !  * 
This    knight    answorde,    *  alias!    and 

weylawey  I 
I  woot  right  wel  that   swich  was    xny 

biheste.  1059 

For  goddes  love,  as  chees  a  newe  reqneste ; 
Tak  al  my  good,  and  lat  my  body  go.' 
'Xay  than,*  qaod  she,  *I  shrewe  ns 

bothe  two! 
For  thogh  that  I  bo  foul,  and  old,  and 

pore, 
I  nolde  for  al  the  metal,  ne  for  ore. 
That  under  erthe  is  grave,  or  lyth  above, 
Bnt-if  thy   wyf  I    were,    and   eek   thy 

love.*  (210)  1066 

*  My  love? *  quod  he  ;  *  nay,  my  damp- 

nacioun  ! 
Alias  !  that  any  of  my  nacioun 
Sholde  ever  so  fonle  disparaged  be ! ' 
But  al  for  noght,  the  onde  is  this,  that  ho 
Constreyned   was,  he   nedes   moste  hir 

wedde ;  107 1 

And  taketh  his  olde  wyf,  and  gooth  to 

bedde. 
Xow  wolden  som  men  seye,  para  venture, 
That,  for  my  necligence,  I  do  no  euro 
To  t^len  yow  the  joye  and  al  th'arniy 
That  at  the  feste  was  that  ilke  day.    (220) 
To  whicbe  thing  shortly  answere  I  shal ; 
I  seye,  ther  nas  no  joye  ne  feste  at  al, 
Thar  nas  but  hevinesse  and  muche  sorwe ; 
For  privoly  he  wedded  hir  on  a  morwe, 
And  al  day  after  hidde  him  as  an  oule ; 
So  wo  was  him,  his  w>'f  looked  so  fonlo. 
Greet  was  the  wo  the  knight  hadde  in 

his  thoght. 
Whan  he  was  with  his  wyf  a-bodde  y-  ' 

broght;  1084  j 

He  walweth,  and  he  tumeth  to  and  fro. 
His  olde  wyf  lay  smylinge  overmo,     (230)  | 
And  seyde,  *  o  dere  housbond,  hen  cite  !       \ 
Fareth  every  knight  thus  with  his  wyf  . 
asye?  .  I 

If  this  the  lawe  of  king  Arthures  hous  ?     | 
Is  eneiy  knight  of  his  so  dangerous  ?  1090  1 


I  am  your  owene  love  and  eek  your  wyf; 
I  am  she,  which  that  saved  hath  3rour  lyf  ; 
And  certee,  yet  dide  I  yow  never  unright ; 
Why  fare  ye  thus  with  me  this  flrste  night  ? 
Yo  faren  lyk  a  man  had  lost  his  wit ;  1095 
What  is  my  gilt?  for  godd's  love,  tel 
me  it,  (240) 

And  it  shal  been  amended,  if  I  may.* 
*  Amended  ? '  quod  this  knight,  *  alias  ! 
nay,  nay ! 
It  wol  nat  been  amended  never  mo ! 
Thou  art  so  loothly,  and  so  old  also,    i  kxi 
And  ther-to  comen  of  so  lowe  a  kinde. 
That  litel  wonder  is,  thogh  I  walwe  and 

windo. 
So  wolde  god  mjn  herte  wolde  breste  ! ' 
'  Is  this,'  quod  she,  *■  the  cause  of  your 
unreste?'  1104 

'  Yo,  certainly,!  quod  he,  *  no  wonder  is.' 
'  Xow,  sire,'  quod  she,  *  I  coude  amende 
al  this,  (250) 

If  that  me  listo,  er  it  were  dayes  three. 
So  wol  ye  mighte  here  yow  un-to  me. 

But  for  ye  spekcn  of  swich  gentillesso 
As  is  descended  out  of  old  richesse,      1 1 10 
That  therfore  sholden  ye  be  gentil  men, 
iSwich  arrogance  is  nat  worth  an  hon. 
Loke  who  that  is  most  vertuous  alwuy, 
Privee  and  aport,  and  most  ontendeth  ay 
To  do  the  gentil  dedes  that  he  can,      1 1 15 
And    tak   him    for  the    grettest    gentil 
man.  (260^ 

Crist  wol,  we  clnj*me  of  him  our  gcntil- 

Icsse, 
Nat  of  our  cldr^  for  hir  old  richesse. 
For  thogh  they  yove  us  al  hir  heritage, 
For  which  wo  cla>Tno  to  been  of  heigh 
parage,  1121) 

Yet  may  they  nat  biquethe,  for  no-thing. 
To  noon  of  us  hir  vertuous  living, 
That  made  hem  gentil  men  y-called  bo  ; 
And  bad  us  folwcn  hem  in  swich  degree. 

W^ol  con  the  wj-so  poote  of  Florence, 
That  highte  Dant,  spekcn  in  this  sentence; 
Lo  in  swich  mancr  rym.  is  Dantes  tale  : 
"Ful  scldo  up  rj-scth   by  his  branches 
smale  (272)1128 

Prowosso  of  man ;  for  god,  of  his  g<KHl- 

ncsso, 
Wol  that  of  him  we  clayme  our  gentil- 
lesso;" ii3«> 


V  2 


SSo 


ZU  Cmtitiut^  Cafei, 


[t,  6jtJ-Sfoj. 


Tor   of    mir    ehlres    miiy    wo    no-UuDe 

ctiiyinn  it.M 

But  tonip4>rel  tii  i&g,  th^t  man  014^  litut« 

and  mrtyniO* 
Eek  eveTy  wig^ht  wot  thU  lu  w«l  av  If 
If  Rentillqrao  vf^re  ptantod  naturpl]^ 
Uti-to  a  coi-ttjrn  liiiivg«,  doon  ttje  lyne, 
Privee  ne  dpt^^y  tJukn  wold©  they  ueiwer 

fyno  (J&J)  11,^6 

T(»  tlocm  of  g<Jiitii3««so  tho  fair©  oSfytib  j 
Thoj  mightfl  do  tio  viloinye  or  vyoe. 

Tttk  fyr,  and  bnr  it  intho  dcrl£«*«  IiOTls 
Bitwlx  thla  and  tlio  mnunt  of  Caaciuua, 
And  Iftt  niwn   »hott«  tho  doroi  imd  go 

thonne;  fl4t 

Yet  wol  the  f>T  ju  fsire  lyo  and  brBim©, 
Aa  twenty  thouKiiid  men  might-elt  bibolde ; 
His  nfficfl  niviiiri^l  ay  wol  it  liolde, 
Up  peril  of  my  lyf >  til  that  It  dye.        1 145 
Heer  may  ye  soq  wel,  how  that  g«nt«ryc 
li  nat  annexi<4  to  iwtffiMaioun,  {tgi) 

Sith  fwllc  no  doon  hir  nperaeifmn 
ALwpy,  lia  dooth  tho  fyr,  io  f  in  hb  kluda 
Fiir,  gfid  it  wootf  nion  may  wel  otten  ftnde 
A  lordej  snno  do  shame  and  i^ileiJOye  ;  1 151 
And  he  that  wol  ban  pry»  of  hia  gontrye 
For  lie  was  borcn  €tf  a,  j^ntil  hona. 
And  ttflddc  hisc  ehlrea  noble  and  ^'ertnona^ 
ill  him-#t'lvcn  do  noEftnUldedi 


And  thnisac  3^©  fif  p©v&rt  mo 

Tlie  hyo  nfud,  <m  whnm  that  wo  Mlvni^ 
In  wflhil  fw^rt  cbee*  to  IIto  hi*  lyt  113* 
Ajid  iMJites  ovpiy  man,  ouydcEL,  ar  »rf. 
May  iBiiideTXt/>nde  that  JemiM^  hervue  king. 
^«  wolde  nftt  cbMe  ft  Tiounu  Utuis. 
Glad  povt^tt  t»  an  lii>neiit  tliitis,  ceriifit  ^ 
Thia  wnl  Stmvk  and  flthera  elorkea  *rro. 
Who-eo  tliiit  bait  liim  pa^yd  of  kii  pcnren*, 
I  holde  liim  ticlu?^  al  badde  h«  nai  • 

He  that  cM»vpyteth  k  a  povre  wie:Ii\ 
For  hp  ^tthlo  Imn  that  ia  nat  in  hi*  nUgbt 
But  he  that  miuht  hath,  ne  cyj^'eyteth  h***, 
I<  ricbei  al-though  ye  hohSe  him  Int  * 

Tonray  po%'ort,  it  eineetli  pjpnpi«ly; 
J n venal  with  of  porwrt  merily  ; 
^'  Tlie  povt^  matt,  whan  he  (nth  l^  ti* 

W¥je» 
Btfore  t  he  thevofl  he  m^  t^ln^e  iad  |itii^* 
Poire  rt  i»  liatefiil  g^ifijd,  and,  aalgeiM,  jrflj! 
A  ful  gliX»t  hringer  oat  of  hisuuMc;  (|m 
A  greet  amend^r  e«]c  of  aapiemcA 
To  htm  that  taketh  it  in  padence. 
Povert  ia  thii,  nI-thoii^h  it  svxtie  etengl  - 
PoBteBsionn,  thtit  no  wight  wol  eh^4Bf^ 
Povert  fill  f.^tu^,  what)  a  nuui  is  Icw^^  ix» 
MakHh  hpq^'^MJ  and  onk  him-^elftofc&ww^ 
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And  be  to  yow  a  trewe  humble  wyf^ 
And  never  yow  displese  in  a1  my  lyf, 
Or  elles  ye  wol  ban  me  yong  and  fair, 
And  take  yonr  aventare  of  the  repair  1324 
That  shal  be  to  your  hons,  by-caoae  of  me, 
Or  in  som  other  place,  may  wel  be.    (370} 
Now  chees  yonr-Mlyen,  whether  that  yow 

lyketh.' 
Thifl    knight    avyseth    him   and    sore 

«yketh, 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 

*  My  lady  and  my  love,  and  wyf  so  dere, 
I  put  me  in  jrour  wyse  goyemance  ;    133 1 
Cheaeth  yonr-self,  which  may  be  most 

plesance, 
And  most  honour  to  yow  and  me  also. 
I  do  no  fore  the  whether  of  the  two ; 
For  as  3row  lyketh,  it  suffiseth  me.'      1235 
*  Thanne  have  I  gete  of  yow  maistrye,' 
quod  she,  (380) 

*  Sin  I  may  chese,  and  goveme  as  me  lest  ? ' 

*Ye,  oertes,  wyf,'  quod  he,  'I  holde  it 

best* 
*Kis  me,'  quod  she,  *  we  be  no  lenger 
wrothe ;  1239 

For,  by  my  trouthe,  I  wol  be  to  yow  bothe. 
This  is  to  seyn,  ye,  bothe  fair  and  good. 
I  prey  to  god  that  I  mot  sterven  wood^ 


But  I  to  yow  be  al-so  good  and  trewe 
As  ever  was  wyf,  sin  that  the  world  was 

uewe« 
And,  but  I  be  to*mom  as  fair  to  sene  1245 
As  any  lady,  emperyoe,  or  queue,       (390) 
That  is  bitwixe  the  est  and  eke  the  west, 
Doth  with  my  lyf  and  deeth  right  as  yow 

lest 
Cast  up  the  curtin,  loke  how  that  it  is.' 
And  whan  the  knight  saugh  verraily  al 

this,  1250 

That  she  so  fair  was,  and  so  yong  ther-to, 
For  joye  he  hente  hir  in  his  armes  two. 
His  herte  bathed  in  a  bath  of  blisse ; 
A  thousand   t3rme    a-rewo    he  gan    hir 

kisse. 
And  she  obeyed  him  in  every  thing     1255 
That  mighte  doon  him  plesance  or  lyking. 
And  thus  they  live,  un-to  hir  lyves 

ende,  (401) 

In  parflt  joye ;  and  Jesu  Crist  us  sonde 
Housbondes  meke,  yonge,  and  fresshe  a- 

bedde,  1^59 

And  grace  t'overbyde  hem  that  we  wedde. 
And  eek  I  presre  Jesu  shorte  hir  lyves 
That  wol  nat  be  governed  by  hir  wjrves ; 
And  oldo  and  angry  nigardes  of  dispence, 
Ood  sende  hem  sone  verray  pestilence. 


Here  endeth  the  Wyves  Tale  of  Buthe, 


THE   FRIAR'S   PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Freres  tale. 


This  worthylimitonr,  this  noble  Frere,  1265, 
He  made  alwey  a  maner  louring  chere 
Upon  the  Somnour,  but  for  honestee 
No  vileyns  word  as  yet  to  him  spak  he. 
But  atte  laste  he  seyde  un>to  the  Wyf, 
*Dame,'  quod  he,  *god  yeve  jrow  right 
good  lyf!  1270 

Te  han  heer  touched,  al-so  mote  I  thee. 
In  eoole-matere  greet  difficultee ; 


Ye  han  se3rd  muchel  thing  right  wel,  I 
fleye ;  (9, 

But  dame,  here  as  we  ryden  by  the  weye, 
Us  nedeth  nat  to  speken  but  of  game,  i  ^75 
And  lete  auctoritees,  on  goddes  name. 
To  preching  and  to  scole  eek  of  clergye. 
But  if  it  lyke  to  this  oompanjre, 
I  wol  yow  of  a  somnour  telle  a  game.  1279 
Pftrdee,  ye  may  wel  knowe  by  the  name, 
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That   ^'i'   a    soinnmir    inny  no   good   be  *  Nay/   qand  the   Somnoar,    ^Int  him 

s:i>  il :  I  seyo  to  me  is>y> 

I  imiy*' that  ikmih  nt' vi>u  1k' yvcl  apayd.  |  Whatv^himlist;  whanitcomth  toiiiyl«iC. 

A  s.MiiMiiur  is  a  n>unor  up  and  duun  |  By  god,  I  shal  him  qojrten  oveiy  grut 

Witli  iiiaiKhiiitnts  lur  t'ornicnciounf    (ao)  \  Ishalhimtellen  which  a  greet  hoarnirju- 

Aii'l  i«j  y-lut  lit  I'Vi  ry  tminos  ondo.'      1385  j  It  is  to  be  a  flateringe  limitonr ;     (T.  '><,"$ 


Uur  iiost  tlio  spak,  'a!  sire,  ye  sbolde 

U»  h.ii.l... 
An-l  riiiti-y.-*.  as  a  man  «>l'y«>nr  ostaat ; 
In  i'«ini|..iiiy««  we  \\<A  havo  no  doltaat. 
Trill  th  v«»iir  taK;,  an«l  lat   the  Somnonr 

I'l'.' 


Aud  his  oflyce  I  shal  him  telle,  y-wi&.' 

Our  host  answenlo,  *  poc«f  na-more  <a 
this.'  ijqr'i 

And  af^cr  this  he  seydo  nn-to  the  Frerc. 
*  Tel  forth  your  tolo,  leva  maister  deezv.* 


Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Frere. 


THE    FRERES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Freres  tale. 


Wriiuiit  ther  was  dwelling  in  my  eontroe 

An  I  rrliiitikciK  rt  nmn  uf  hL%h  degree. 


They  wcFon  in  tho  ertlnjdekues  bwA.  ^*i^ 
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Now  telleth  forth,  thogh  that  tho  Soxn- 

nonr  gale, 
Ne  8i>areth  nat,  myn  owene  maliter  dore.' 
This  false  theef,  this  Somnoor,  qaod 

the  Frere,  (40) 

Haddo  alwey  baades  redy  to  his  hond, 
Aa  an^'  hank  to  lore  in  Engelond,       1540 
That  t4>lde  him  al  tho  secree  that  they 

kuowe ; 
For  hir  acqueyntanoe  was  nat  come  of- 

newe. 
They  weren  hise  approwonrs  prively ; 
He  took  him-self  a  greet  profit  therby ; 
His  maistor  knew  nat  alwey  what  he  wan. 
W'ith-outen  mandement,  a  lewed  man  1346 
He  oondo  somne,  on  peyne  of  Cristes  curs, 
And  they  were  gladde  for  to    fille  his 

piirs,  (50) 

And  make  him  grete  festes  atte  nale. 
And  right  as  Jadas  hadde  purses  smale, 
And  w:is  a  theef,  right  swich  a  theef  was 

he ;  1351 

His  maister  hadde  bat  half  his  dnStee. 
Ho  was,  if  I  shol  yeven  him  his  laude, 
A  theei',  and  oek  a  Somnonr,  and  a  bando. 
He  hadde  eek  wenches  nt  his  rotenuo,  i,^ 
Tliat,  whether  that  sir  Robert  or  sir  Hnwe, 
Or  Jakko,  or  Baof,  or  who-so  that  it  were, 
That  lay  by  hem,  they  tolde  it  in  his  ere; 
Thus  was  the  wonche  and  ho  of  oon  as- 
sent. (61) 
And  he  wolde  fecche  a  feyned  mando- 

ment,  1360 

And  somne  hem  to  the  chapitre  bothe  two, 
And  pile  the  man,  and  lete  the  wencho  go. 
Thanne  wolde  ho  scyo,  '  frend,  I  shal  for 

tliy  sake  1363 

Do  stryl^i^  hir  out  of  our  lettres  blake ; 
Thee  thar  na-raore  as  in  this  cas  travaille ; 
I  am  thy  freend,  ther  I  thee  may  availle.' 
Certeyn  he  knew  of  br>'ber>*es  mo 
Than  possible  is  to  telle  in  yeres  two.  (70) 
For  iu  this  world  nis  doggo  for  the  bowe, 
That  can  an  hurt  doer  from  an  hool 
y-knowe^  1370 

Bet  than  this  Somnonr  know  a  sly  lochour, 
Or  an  avonter,  or  a  paramour. 
And,  for  that  was  the  fruit  of  al  his  ronto, 
Therfore  on  it  he  sette  al  his  entente. 

And  so  bifel,  that  ones  on  a  day      1375 
This  Somnonr,  erer  waiting  on  his  pray, 


Bood  for  to  somne  a  widwe,  an  old  ribybo, 
Feyningo  a  cause,  for  he  woldo  brybe.  (80) 
And  happed  that  he  saugh  bifore  him  ryde 
A  gay  yoman,  under  a  forest-syde.  1380 
A  bowo  he  bar,  and  arwes  brighte  and 

keno; 
He  haddo  up-on  a  oourtepy  of  grene ; 
An  hat  up-on  his  heed  with  frengos  blake. 
'Sir,'  quod  this  Sonmour,  *hayl!  and 

wel  a-take ! ' 
*Wel-como,*  quod  he,  *and  every  good 

felawe !  1385 

Wher  rydostow  under  this  grene  shawe  ? ' 
Seyde  this  yemon,  *  wiltow  for  to  day  ?  * 
This  Somnour  him  answerde,  and  seyde, 

*  nay ;  (90) 

Heer  faste  by,*  quod  he, '  is  myn  entente 
To  ryden,  for  to  reysen  up  a  rente  1390 
That  longeth  to  my  lordes  duetee.' 

*  Artow  thanne  a  bailly  ?  *    *  Ye !  *  quod 

he. 
He  dorsto  nat,  for  verray  filthe  and  shame, 
Seye  that  he  was  a  somnour,  for  tho 

name. 

*  Depardieuxj*  quod  this  yeman,  *dere 

brother,  1395 

Thou  art  a  bailly,  and  I  am  another. 
I  am  unknowon  as  in  this  contree ;  (99) 
Of  thyn  aqueyntanco  I  wolde  prayo  thoo, 
And  eek  of  brotherhedo,  if  that  yow  leste^ 
I  have  gold  and  silver  in  my  cheste ;  1400 
If  that  thee  happe  to  comen  in  our  shyro, 
Al  shal  be  thyn,  right  as  thou  wolt  dosyre.* 

*  Orantmercy,'  quod  this  Somnour,  '  by 

my  foith ! ' 

Everich  in  otheros  hand  his  trouthe  loith. 

For  to  bo  swomo  brothercn  til  they  deye. 

In  (lalianco  they  rj'den  forth  hir  weyo,  14CJO 

This  Somnour,  which  that  was  as  ful 

of  jangles, 
As  ful  of  vonim  been  thise  wariangles,  (1 10) 
And  ever  onquoring  up-on  every  thing, 

*  Brother,*  quod  ho,  *  whero  is  now  your 

dwelling,  14 10 

Another  day  if  that  I  sholde  yow  seclio  ?  * 
This  yoman    him   answerde  in   softe 
siHK-'he, 

*  Brother,'  quod  he,   *  fer  in  tho  north 

contree, 
Wlicr,  as  I  hope,  som-tyme  I  shal  thee  seo. 
£r  wo  departe,  I  shal  thee  so  wol  wisse, 
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That   cjf   nijTi    houa.    110    ihaltow  Mevmt 

misso.'  i+i*S 

'Now,  brotlier/  quod  thid  SoizuuHir,  *I 

Teclicj  me,  vhyl  thn,t  wo  lydim  by  the 
weyPr  tiJ<^) 

Sin  tluit  ye  1mm? n  a  liaiMif  m  am  I^ 
Som  Bubtiltot,  anil  1. 1  mo  ieithfti%    14*0 
In  m^ro  o0 jt  o  liow  I  iiiuy  most  witvn« ; 
An^L  sfiarotli  nnt  lur  c^^Q^cienco  me  Bmn«, 
B^t  »fl  toy  Lrrjtbifr  tol  me,  hnw  d<tyef* 

'XiiWt  by  my  truutUo^  brotlier  dere,* 
fli^ydo  he, 
'  As  I  ah  id  tullpri  they  11  feithfiil  tule,  1415 
II y  wa^jt-a  \nici\  iiil  streito  atid  ful  Hmnle. 
My  lurd  is  hard  tu  nn*  and  daungerouft| 
And  tiiyn  nttyco  ia  fnl  Liborous ;  (130) 

And  tbcrfore  by  tJttijrtioiia  I  live. 
Fur  pnth<^,  I  tcLkg  iil  tbat  men  wol  me 
yivo ;  H30 

Algate,  by  sleygbto  or  hj  viqletkoe, 
Fro  y OCT  to  yt^r  I  winjio  ul  my  dlspence, 
1  cjm  no  hL'ttro  tL-llo  it!ithftill5\' 

*Now,  ct-rtoa/  liUtKl  tbb  Somnonr,  *«> 
fare  I ; 
I  spnre  nsit  to  t^iken,  god  it  woot^         1435 
But-il  it  Im  to  bevy  c/r  to  hoot* 
Wlidt  I  uiii^s'  giite  in  ci>usoil  privcly, 
Nu  iEiniiiL^t-condtienL'iM>l"tb!it  bavo  I ;  (140) 
N(.'rc  mj^n  t^iiturciouti,  I  niJ«;hto  nat  iivpn, 


'  A,'  quod  thiA  Sc^anour, '  ban'dCe,  wlut 
aey  ye? 

I  wtmdo  yo  iver^  a  yeman  trewely, 
T«  ban  A  siumcA  aha|>  as  wel  dtf  1 ;    (j6c» 
Han  ye  figom  tbiui  deter minat 
In  hftUft,  ther  ye  been  in  yuar  e«tat?'  1461 
*Nay,  4«TteinJy/  qtujd  t*,  *£lwr  ha** 
we  noon; 
Bat  wlinn  ttfi  lykeih,  wo  can  taka  m  o^. 
Or  ellea  make  yow  «emo  w©  ben  ulupe 
Soin-tyme  lyk  a  nmn,  or  lyk  an  ap«  I 
Or  lyk  an  angel  can  I  lyde  or  got        14^ 
it  is  no  i¥ond«r  thing  thogb  it  be  »; 
A  lonsy  jogelonr  can  deoeyie  thcc. 
And  pardeet  yet  can  I  more  crafl  thun 
he.'  (ijo) 

'  Wby,*  qwid  the  Somnonr,  *  ryde  7% 
tbanne  or  goon  (469 

In  Bondjy  ah«p,  and  nat  alwey  in  oob  r 
'  Fojf  wt',^  qaod  he,  '  wol  ua  bvicIi  f<nmK 
m^c 
Aju  most  able  ig  oar  preyea  Ao-  to  tak^/ 
*  What   mAketh  yow   to   han    al  ihk 

labottT? ' 
^  Ftd  many  tk  can^e,  leve  flir  Somacmft' 
8oyde  this  feend^  '  bnt  alle   thing  bad) 
tyma.  n'^ 

The  day  is  shorty  and  it  ta  pfUBc^d  piyia^ 
And  yL*t  no  wau  I  iKvthiug  in  this  day, 
I  Wol  untcnde  to  winntn,  il'I  ni^y.     (lib) 
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IMuin  he  withstandoth  oar  temptacioan, 
It  ia  a  cause  of  hia  savaoionn ;  (200) 

Al-be-it  that  it  was  xiat  our  entente 
He  sholde  be  sauf,  bat  that  we  wolde 
him  hente.  1500 

And  som-tyme  be  wo  servant  an-to  man, 
As  to  the  erohebisshop  Seint  Danstan 
And  to  tho  apostles  servant  eek  was  L* 

•  Yet  tol  mo,*  quod  tho  Somnoor,  *  feith- 

fuUy, 
Make  ye  yow  nowe  bodies  thos  alway  1505 
Of  elements  ? '  the  feend  answerde,  *  nay ; 
8om-tyme  we  feyne,  and  som-tymo  we 

ar>-so 
With  dede  bodies  in  ftil  sondry  wyse,  (a  10) 
And  speko  aa  rcnably  and  faire  and  wel 
As  to  the  Phitonissa  dido  SamaeL       1510 
And  yet  wol  som  men  seye  it  waa  nat  ho ; 
I  do  no  fora  of  your  divinitee. 
Bat  o  thing  wame  I  thee,  I  wol  nat  japd, 
Thou  wolt  algatea  wito  how  we  ben  ahape ; 
Thoa  shalt  her^afterword,  my  brother 

dere,  1515 

Com  ther  thee  nedeth  nat  of  me  to  lore. 
For  thoa  shalt  by  thyn  owono  exporienco 
Conne  in  a  chayer  redo  of  this  sentence 
Bet  than  Virg^'le,  whyl  ho  was  on  lyve, 
Or  Dant  also ;  now  lat  as  rydo  bl3r\'o.  1520 
For  I  wol  holdo  companye  with  thee  (723) 
Til  it  be  so,  that  thou  forsake  me.* 

'Nay/  qaod  thia  Somnoar,  ^tliat  ahal 

nat  bitydo ; 
I  am  a  yeman,  knowen  ia  fal  wydo  ; 
lAy  troathe  wol  I  holde  aa  in  thia  caa.  1535 
For  thoagh  thoa  were  the  devel  Sathanaa, 
Ify  troathe  wol  I  holde  to  my  brother, 
Aa  I  am  awum,  and  ech  of  ua  til  other  (230} 
For  to  be  trewe  brother  in  this  cas ; 
And  bothe  we  goon  aboaten  oar  parchas. 
Tak  thoa  thy  part,  what  that  men  wol 

thee  jive,  1531 

And  I  sbal  myn ;  thas  may  we  bothe  live. 
And  if  that  any  of  us  have  more  than 

other, 
lat  him  be  trewe,  and  parte  it  with  hia 

brother.'         ^ 

•  I  gnante,*  quod  the  dovel,  *  by  my  fey.' 
And  with  that  word  they  ryden  forth  hir 

wny.  1536 

And  lig^t  at  the  ontring  of  the  tonnes 
•nda, 


To  which  this  Somnoar  shoop  him  for  to 

wende,  (240) 

They  saogh  a  cart,  that  charged  waa  with 

hey, 

Which  that  a  carter  droof  forth  in  hia  wcy. 

Deep  waa  tho  wey,  for  which  the  corto 

atood.  1541 

The  carter  smoot,  and  orydo,  aa  ho  were 

wood, 
'  Haj't,  Brok !  haj*t,  Scot !  what  aparo  yo 

for  tho  stonoa? 
Tho  feend,'  quod  ho,  *yow  feccho  body 

and  bonca, 

Aa  ferforthly  aa  ever  were  ye  foled  !    1545 

So  muche  wo  aa  I  have  with  yow  tholod ! 

The  dovel  have  al,  botho  hora  and  cart 

and  hey !  * 

This   Somnoar  aoydo,   ^heer  ahal  we 

have  a  ploy ;  *  (j5t)) 

And  noer  the  foend  he  drough,  aa  noght 

no  were, 
Fal  prively,  and  rooned  in  hia  ere :     1550 
^Herkiio,   my   brother,   herkne,   by  thy 

foith ; 
Horcatow  uat  how  that  the  carter  seith  ? 
Hent  it  anon,  for  he  hath  yeve  it  thee, 
Bothe  hey  and  cart,  and  eek  hiso  caploa 
three.' 
*  Nay,*  quod  the  devel,  *  god  wot,  never 
a  deel ;  1555 

It  is  nat  his  entente,  trust  mo  wcel. 
Axe  him  thy-solf,  if  thou  nat  trowest  me, 
Or  elles  stint  a  while,  and  thou  shalt 
see.*  (260) 

This  carter  thakkoth  hia  hora  npou  the 
croupe, 
And  they  bigonne  drawen  and  to-stoai)e ; 
*  He>'t,  now !  *  quod  he,  *  ther  Josu  Crist 
j'ow  blesse,  1^61 

And  al  hia  handwork,  bothe  moro  and 

Icsso! 
That  was  wel  twight,  myn  owene  IjTurd 

boy! 
I  pray  god  save  thee  and  sf-ynt  Loy ! 
Now  is  my  cart  out  of  the  slow,  pardce ! ' 
'Lo!   brother,'  quod  the  feend,  'what 
toldolthee?  1566 

Hoer  may  ye  see,  mjoi  owene  dore  brother. 
The  carl  spak  00  thing,  but  he  thoghte 
another.  (270) 

Lat  us  go  forth  abouten  our  viage ; 
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Heer  winne  I  no-thing  np-on  oariage.' 
Whan  that  they  oomen  som-what  out 
of  tonne,  i57< 

This  Somnonr  to  his  hrother  gan  to  ronne, 

*  Brother,*  qnod  he,  *heer  voneth  an  old 

rebekke. 
That  Hadde  almost  as  lief  to  lese  hir  nekke 
As  for  to  yeve  a  peny  of  hir  good.        1575 
I  wol  han  twelf  pens,  though  that  she  he 

wood. 
Or  I  wol  Bompne  hir  nn-to  oar  oifyoe ; 
And  yet,  god  woot,  of  hir  knowe  I  no 

vjrce.  (a8o) 

Bnt  for  thon  oanst  nat,  as  in  this  oontree, 
Winne  thy  cost,  tak  heer  ensample  of 

me.'  1580 

This  Somnoor  olappeth  at  the  widwes 

gate. 

*  Com  out,*  qnod  he,  *  thou  olde  viritrate ! 
I  trowe  thon  hast  som  frere  or  preest 

with  thee!' 
*Who  clappeth?'   seyde  this  widwe, 

•6en»dte/ 
Ood  save  yon,  sire,  what  is  your  swete 

wille?'  1585 

*I  have,'  qnod  he,  *of  somonoe  here 

abille; 
Up  i>eyne  of  cursing,  loko  that  thou  be 
To-mom  bifore  the  erohedeknes  knee  (990) 
Tanswere  to  the  court  of  certejoi  thinges.' 

*  Now,  lord,'  quod  she,  *  Crist  Jesu,  king 

ofkinges,  1590 

So  wisly  helpe  me,  as  I  ne  may. 
I  have  been  syk,  and  that  ful  many  a  day. 
I  may  nat  go  so  fer,'  quod  she,  *  ne  ryde. 
But  I  be  deed,  so  priketh  it  in  my  iQrde. 
Hay  I  nat  axe  a  libel,  sir  Somnour,     1595 
And  answere  there,  by  my  procutour. 
To  swich  thing  as  men  wol  opposen  me  ? ' 
'Yis,'  quod  this  Somnour,  *pay  anon, 

lat  se,  (300) 

Twelf  pens  to  me,  and  I  wol  thee  acqujrte. 
I  shall  no  profit  han  ther-by  but  Ijrte ;  1600 
My  maister  hath  the  profit,  and  nat  X. 
Com  of^  and  lat  me  ryden  hastily ; 
Tif  me  twelf  pens,  I  may  no  longer  tarie.* 

*  Twelf  pens,'   quod   she,    *now  lady 

Seinte  Marie 
So  wisly  help  me  out  of  care  and  sinne. 
This  wyde  world  thogh  that  I  sholde 

winne,  1606 


Ke  have  I  nat  twelf  pens  with-inne  mjn 

hold.  (309) 

Te  knowen  wel  that  I  un  povre  and  old ; 

Kythe  your  almesse  on  me  porre  wreochft* 

*  Nay  than,'  quod  he,  *  the  fonle  feend 

me  feoche  i6k> 

If  I  th'excnse,  though  thou  shul  be  spilt  I' 

*  Alas,*  quod  she,  *god  woot,  I  have  no 

gat.' 

*Pay  me,'  quod  he,  *or  by  the  swete 

seinte  Anne, 
As  I  wol  here  awey  thy  newe  panne 
For  dette,  which  that  thou  owest  me  of 

old,  1615 

Whan  that  tho>u  madest  thyn  hoosbood 

cokewold, 
I  payde  at  hoom  for  thy  oorreooioan.' 
*Thon  lixt,*  quod  she,  *by  my  mvi- 

cioun !  ipo) 

Ne  was  I  never  er  now,  widwe  ne  wyf, 
Somoned  un-to  your  court  in  al  my  lyf ; 
Neneverlnasbut  of  my  body  trewe!  idn 
Un-to  the  devel  blak  and  rough  of  beve 
Yeve  I  thy  body  and  my  panne  also!' 

And  whan  the  devel  herde  hir  ouisen  m 

Up-on  hir  knees,  he  seyde  in  this  msnen, 

*  Now  Mabely,  myn  owene  moder  dere,  16^ 

Is  this  your  wil  in  emest,  that  ye  weytV 

*The  devel,'  quod  she,  *so  feoche  him 

er  he  deye,  (331^ 

And  panne  and  al,  bnt  he  wol  him  le- 

pente ! '  1619 

*  Nay,  olde  stot,  that  is  nat  myn  euteDte,' 
Quod  this  Somnour,  *  for  to  repente  me, 
For  any  thing  that  I  have  had  of  thee ; 

I  wolde  I  hadde  thy  smok  and  eveiy 
dooth!' 

*  Now,  brother,'  quod  the  devel,  *  be  nat 

wrooth; 
Thy  body  and  this  panne  ben  myse  hj 

right.  i6s5 

Thou  shalt  with  me  to  helle  yet  to^iigbt, 
Where  thou  shalt  knowen  of  our  privdM 
Moro  than  a  maister  of  divinitee :'  (W>) 
And  with  that  word  this  foule  feend  him 

hente ;  i^ 

Body  and  soule,  he  with  the  devel  wente 
Wher-as  that  sonmours  han  hir  haritsga 
And  god,  that  maked  after  his  image 
Mankinde,  save  and  gyde  us  aUs  and 
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And   lere  thia  Sonmoor  good    man.  to 

Income! 
Lordinges,  I  oonde  ban  told  yow,  qnod 

this  Frere,  1645 

Hiidde  I  had  leyiar  for  thii  Somnour  here, 
After  the  text  of  Crist  [and]  Pool  and  John, 
And  of  oar  othere  doctoors  many  oon, 
Swiche  peynes,  that  yoor  hertes  mighte 

•gryM,  (551) 

Al-be-it  so,  no  tonge  may  devyse,        1650 
Thogh  that  I  mighte  a  thousand  winter 

telle, 
The  p^yne  of  thilke  cursed  hons  of  helle. 
But,  for  to  kepe  us  fro  that  cursed  place, 
Waketh,  and  preyeth  Jesu  for  his  grace 


So  kepe  us  fro  the  temptonr  Sathanas.  1655 
Herkoth  this  word,  beth  war  as  in  this 

cas; 
The  leoun  sit  in  his  await  alway 
To  slee  the  innocent,  if  that  he  may.  (360) 
Dispoeeth  ay  your  hertes  to  withstonde 
The  feend,  that  yow  wolde  make  thral 

and  bonde.  1660 

He  may  nat  tempten  yow  over  your  might ; 
For  Crist  wol  be  your  chunpion  and 

knight. 
And  prayeth  that  thise  Somnours  hem 

repente 
Of  hir  misdedes,  er  that  the  feend  hem 

hente. 


Here  endeth  the  Freres  tale. 


THE   SOMNOUR'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  prologe  of  the  Somnours  Tale. 


This  Somnour  in  his  stixopes  bye  stood ; 
Up-on  this  Frere  his  herte  was  so  wood, 
That  lyk  an  aspen  leef  be  quook  for  yre. 
*Lordinges,'  quod  he,  *but  o  thing  I 
desyre ; 
I  yow  biseke  that,  of  your  curteisye, 
Sin  ye  ban  herd  this  false  Frere  lye,  1670 
As  Boffereth  me  I  may  my  tale  telle  ! 
This  Frere  bosteth  that  he  knoweth  helle, 
And  god  it  woot,  that  it  is  litel  wonder  ; 
Freres  and  feendes  been  but  lyte  a-8onder. 
For  pardee,  ye  ban  ofte  tyme  herd  telle, 
How  that  a  frere  ravisshed  was  to  helle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun  ;  (13)  1677 

And  as  an  anget-ladde  him  up  and  doun. 
To  ahewen  him  the  peynes  that  ther  were. 
In  al  tl&e  place  saugh  he  nat  a  ftrere ;  1680 
Of  other  folk  he  saugh  y-nowe  in  wo. 
tJa-to  this  angel  spak  the  frere  tho  : 


"  Now,  sir,**  quod  he,  "  ban  fireres  swich 

a  grace  (19) 

That  noonof  hem  sbal come  to  this  place?** 

"  Yis,"  quod  this  angel,  **  many  a  mil- 

lioun !  **  1685 

And  un-to  Sathanas  he  ladde  him  doun. 
"And   now  hath  Sathanas,**  seith  he, 

"  a  tayl 
Brodder  than  of  a  oarrik  is  the  sayL 
Hold  up  thy  tayl,  thou  Sathanas ! "  qnod 

he,  1(189 

"  Shewe  forth  thyners,  and  lat  the  frere  see 
Wber  is  the  nest  of  freres  in  this  place !" 
And,  er  that  half  a  furlong-wey  of  space, 
Right  BO  as  bees  out  swarmen  from  an 

h3rve. 
Out  of  the  develes  ers  ther  gonne  dryve  (30) 
Twenty  thousand  freres  in  a  route,     1695 
And  thurgh-out  helle  swarmeden  aboute 


u  5 


588 


^9e  Canterfiurp  Z^tt$^ 


[t.  7'79-734."- 


Aul  i<>i:uii  it^ityii,  us  tasto  ns  tbey may 

Ai'.-i  i;:  \.i<  ns  tli.-y  <'rfi'ti'ii  overiclion. 
Ill  V  I:4>t<  Ins  Xi\\  1  airayii.aiiil  lay  till  stille. 
This  tr.-n  .  nnIiuh  Ih'  l<>ki"l  hiuiiio  hia  fillo 
I'l-'ii  \]u'  t'Tintiitrt  otthis  s»r>' place,  ijoi 
His  si-iiit  ^'••d  jf.storc-"l  i^lhis  gruco 


I    r- 


Un-to  hia  iMxly  ngayn,  and  he  awook ; 
But  nothcles,  lor  lore  yet  he  qnouk,    .^y 
So  was  the  tle\x'lc8  en  ay  in  his  mind^ 
That  is  his  heritage  of  vcrray  kinde.  i^i 
God    save    yow   alle,  aave   this  caned 

Prt'Po; 
Hy  prul<»ge  wol  I  onde  in  this  manen.' 


Here  endeth  the  Prolose  of  the  Somnonrs  Tale. 


THE    SOMNOURS   TALE. 


Here  bigiimeth  the  Somononr  hia  Tale. 


L.ii:i>iNi.i  s,    thor   is   in   Yorkshire,    as   I 

A  i:.i!<-;!i\-  I  I'litii-.'  iall»«l  H'lliioriusso, 
Ii.  wl'.ii  h  tin.  ^\^^■nTl■a  li«uit«»urulH»ntt'.  1711 
T"  )  I'll.  hf.  au'i  I  «-u  ti>  )•(  iSizv,  it  is  nitdoiito. 
Ak'I  S'»  iiti  1.  t  liat  «'U  a  day  this  irvre 
Uud  ]>u-  ii><l  iit  a  « liinhc  in  his  uianere, 


Whuu  folk  in  chircho  had  yove  him 
I  what  licni  loste,  i;.?; 

.  Ho  woiite  his  wey,  xiu  Icugcr  woLie  ht 

TVSXV, 

■  With  8<.'rippo  and  tipiKMl  staf,  y-takk»i 

h.vo ;  -N 

In  ov^iry  hous  he  pan  to  ponre  and  pryv, 
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*  Nay,  ther  thou  lixt,  thou  Somnonr,' 

quod  the  Frere.  1761 

'Peee,'  qnod   oar   Host,    *for   Cristes 

xnoder  dere ; 
Tel  forth  thy  tale  and  spare  it  nat  at  aL* 
Sothryvelf  quod  this  Somnonr,  sol  shaL — 
So  longe  he  wente  hons  by  hons,  til  he 
Cam  til  an  hons  ther  he  was  wont  to  be 
Refresehed  more  than   in   an  hundred 

placia.  1767 

Sik  lay  the  gode  man,  whos  that  the  place 

i«;  (60) 

Bedrede  np-on  a  couohe  lowe  ho  lay. 
'J)eu§  hie^'  qnod  he,  *0  Thomas,  freend, 
good  day,'  1770 

Seyde  this  frere  cnrteisly  and  sofle. 

*  Thomas,'  qnod  he,  *  god  yelde  yow  !  fol 

otte 
Have  I  np-on  this  bench  faren  ful  weeL 
Here  have  I  eten  many  a  meiy  meel ; ' 
And  fro  the  bench  he  droof  awey  the  cat, 
And  lejrde  adonn  his  potento  and  his  hat, 
And  eek  his  scrippe,  and  sette  him  softe 

adoun.  1777 

His  felawe  was  go  walked  in-to  toon,  (70) 
Forth  with  his  knave,  in-to  that  host  elrye 
Wher-as  he  shoop  him  thilke  night  to  lye. 

*  O  dere  maister,'  qnod  this  syke  man, 

*  How  han  ye  fare  sith  that  March  bigan  ? 
I  Mtngh  yow  noght  this  fonrtenight  or 

more.' 

*  God  woot,'  qnod  he,  *  labonred  have  I  Ail 

■ore; 
And  specially,  for  thy  savacionn  1785 

HaTe  I  aeyd  many  a  precious  orisoun, 
And  for  cor  othere  frendes,  god  hem 


I  have  to-day  been  at  your  ohircho  at 
mesBs,  (80) 

And  myd  a  sermon  after  my  simple  wit, 
Vat  al  after  the  text  of  holy  writ ;      1790 
For  it  is  hard  to  yow,  as  I  suppose, 
And  therfore  wol  I  teche  yow  al  the  gloeo. 
Olodnge  is  a  glorious  thing,  oerteyn. 
For  lettre  sleeth,  so  as  we  derkes  seyn. 
Ther  have  I  taught  hem  to  be  charitable. 
And  spende  hir  good  ther  it  is  resonable, 
And  ther  I  saugh  our  dame ;   a !  wher 
Isshef  («9)«797 

*  Yond  in  the  yerd  I  trowe  that  she  be,' 
St|yd«  this  man, '  and  she  wol  come  anon.* 


*  Ey,  maister  I  wel-come  be  ye,  by  seint 

John ! '  i8uo 

Seyde  this  wyf,  *  how  fare  ye  hertely  ? ' 

The  frere  aryseth  up  fW  ourteisly, 
And  hir  embracoth  in  his  armes  narwe, 
And  kiste  hir  swete,  and  chirketh  as 

asparwe 
With  his  lippes :  *  dame,'  quod  he,  '  right 

weel,  1805 

As  he  that  is  your  servant  every  deel. 
Thanked  be  god,  that  yow  yaf  soule  and  lyf  , 
Yet  saugh  I  nat  this  day  so  fair  a  wyf  (100) 
In  al  the  chirche,  god  so  save  mo ! ' 

*  Ye,  god  amende  defautes,  sir,'  quod  she, 

*  Algates  wel-come  be  ye,  by  my  fey ! '  181 1 

*  Grnunt  mercy,  dame,  this  have  I  founde 

alwey. 
But  of  your  grote  goodnosse,  by  your 

leve, 
I  wolde  prey  yow  that  3re  nat  yow  greve, 
I  wol  with  Thomas  speke  a  litel  throwe. 
Thise  curats  been  fal  necligent  and  slowe 
To  grope  tendrely  a  conscience.  (109}  1817 
In  shrift,  in  preching  is  my  diligence. 
And  studio  in  Petres  wordes,  and  in  Ponies. 
I  walke,  and  fisshe  Cristen  monnos  sonles. 
To  yeldonJesu  Crist  his  propre  rente  :  1M21 
To  sprede   his  word  is  set  al  myn  en- 
tente.' 

*  Now,  by  your  leve,  o  dere  sir, '  quod  she, 
'  Chydcth  him  weel,  for  seinte  Trinitee. 
He  is  as  angry  as  a  pissemyre,  1835 
Though  that  he  have  al  that  he  can 

desyre. 
Though  I  him  wrye  a-night  and  make 

him  warm,  ( 1 19) 

And  on  hym  leyo  my  leg  outher  myn  arm. 
He  gronoth  lyk  our  boor,  lyth  in  our  sty. 
Other  desport  right  noon  of  him  have  I ; 
I  may  nat  plcso  him  in  no  manor  cas.' 

*  O    Thomas !    Je   voua   dy^    Thomas ! 

Thomas! 
This  maketh  the  feond,  this  mosto  ben 

amended. 
Ire  is  a  thing  that  hye  god  defended,  18.14. 
And  ther-of  wol  I  speke  a  word  or  two.' 

*  Now  maister,'  quod  the  wyf,  *  er  that 

What  wol  ye  dyne  ?  I  wol  go  ther-aboute.' 

*  Now  dame,'  quod  he,  *  Jt  vous  dy  mnz 

doviey  (1 3*0 
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H.ivo  T  tiat  of  ft  oiii^m  \mt  tho  Ih-ere, 
Ai'.-i  ..1  yonr  >j'»lt»'  lin**"!  iitir  Imt  a  Bhivere, 
Aii.l  alt.r  that  a  rosto'l  iiijrff«'«  heed,   1841 
Ihit  that   I  noMc  no  U'ost  for  me  wore 

<I.M..l., 
Thaiuio  ha.l.I.'  1  with  yow  homnly  suflfi- 

saniuf. 
I  aiii  a  iisaii  ol'litfl  snstonannoo, 
Mv  siiirii  hath  his  to"*triiiu  in  tho  Bihlo. 
Th»»  ImxIv  is  ay  s«»  ro.Iy  and  ]>c;nyhle    1846 
Ti»  \vii\u\  that  niy  stoiimk  in  doBtroyo*!.        | 
I  jiny  yow.  Waiin'.  yo  ]^  i\nf  «n«»yo<l.''i40! 
Thiiiu.'li    r   S.I   In'on.lly   yow   my  conseil 
fllif'we ;  1S49 

By  i^nd,  I  wi-Me  Tifit  teUe  it  but  afewe.' 

'  Ni  ►  w,  Fsir,'  qiifni  alio, '  hut  o  w^rd  er  I  g^; 
My  child  iadeod  witltinne  tbise  "wykei 

twi>t 
Simp  ftffir  thn,t  yo  woTitpt^Tit  of  thistcmTi/ 

'  nii?ilpi'th  UHtipli  r  by  i*veIacioan/i&54 
«nith  thJM  frvn\  *  M  hnom  tn  oni  doftour 
f  rliir  wol  Wf.yn  thjit,  i^r  that  half  an  hour 
Af>orhiifiilfi'th,  I  flAnf^Ii  him  bfim  tohlifflfl 
Til  niyn  iiviHionn,  so  u^ nil  mo  wisse  !  (t/;i>) 
Sn  rlid*'  fnir  Hf'Xtrvn  ntid  onr  fermerer, 
Thfit  lian  brf^n  tri:*wp  fibres  fifty  yeer; 
Thry  mny  nnw,   giwl  l>o  thflnked  of  bis 

Maki'^11  hir  juljih^^  mi 4  wnlkc  alltvne. 


The  elennetae  and  the  fastin^p  nfxu  fx^i** 
Maketh  that  Crwt  ar-c«pteth  onrpf«rere«. 
Lo.   MnysM   fourty    dayes  and  four- 
night  zS^ 
Fasted,  er  that  the  heij^hc  cod  of  m icb: 
Spak  with  him  in  the  xnoantain  of  S:ut. 
With  empty  womhe.  fxueting^  manyaddkr. 
Roory%'e<l  ho  the  la  we  that  wa»  writen  :«j 
With  girxldes  finger:    and   Eli^.  w«I  y? 
witen,                                                  i^i 
In  mount  Orob.  er  he  hadde  any  sp«ohe 
With  hj'o  pod.  that  13  our  l>-\-<»5  lr-ch»». 
Ho  t'afftoil  Innge  an*!  was  in  contemplansc^. 
Aaron ,  that  ha^lde  the  tem  i "  -  "     .     -  n- 
&nnc4>f                                                  i:^ 
And  eet  the  eihra«  pn^Mtec  evwwJun, 
In'-to  the  temple  -whait  they  Ahold*  fia 
To  proye  for  the  p^ple,  and  do  ttrrjmf 
Thoy  noldon  drinkAti,  in  no  maper  w$m, 
Xo  drinka^  which  that  mi^rhta  bam  dnal* 
make,                                           (1^)  1% 
Bnt  there  in  abAtineneft  preye  and  w»|% 
Lost  that  they  deyden  ;  tmk.  heed  wkn 

Iaeyi0» 
Btit  ibej  bo  Bobre  that  for  ike  pepfe  jmf% 
War  that  I»eyo;  natnoff^i  forltBoffjnitt. 
Otir  Iwd  Jean,  as  holy  wdt  derywtii,  1901 
Yaf  OS  ensampk^  of  fastlAg«  and  pf^7«s«. 
Thorfor  "we  mend i nan t«, 
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^  on  hlr  pompe  and  on  hir  glotonye  ! 
And  for  hir  lewednease  I  hem  diffye.  (iao) 

He  thinketh  they  hen  lyk  Jovinian, 
¥mt  as  a  whale,  and  walkinge  as  a  swan ; 
Al  vinolent  as  hotel  in  the  spence.       1931 
Hir  preyer  is  of  Ail  gret  reverence ; 
Wban  they  for  sooles  seye  the  psalm  of 

Davit, 
Lo,  "bnf!"  they  seye,  ^^cor  meum  eruc- 

tavUn 
Who  folweth  Cristes  gospel  and  his  fore, 
Bnt  we  that  humble  been  and  chast  and 

pore,  1936 

Workers  of  goddes  word,  not  anditours  ? 
llierfore,   right    as    an    hank  np,  at  a 

soars,  (230) 

Up  springeth  in-to  their,  right  so  prayeres 
Of  charitable  and  chaste  bisy  freres  1940 
Maken  hir  sonrs  to  goddes  ores  two. 
Thomas !  Thomas !  so  mote  I  ryde  or  go, 
And  by  that  lord  that  clepid  is  seint  Yye, 
K«re  thon  oar  brother,  sholdestoa  nat 

thiyve !  1944 

In  oar  chapitre  prayo  we  day  and  night 
To  Crist,  that  he  thee  sonde  hele  and 

might. 
Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily.' 

*  God  woot,*  qaod  he,  *  no-thing  ther-of 

fele  I ;  (240) 

As  help  me  Crist,  as  I,  in  fewe  yeres,  1949 
Han  spended,  ap-on  dyvers  manor  fi-eres, 
Fal  many  a  poand ;  yet  £ftre  I  never  the 

bet 
Cart^jm,  my  good  have  I  almost  biset. 
Fmrwekf  my  gold !  for  it  is  al  ago ! ' 
The  frere  answerde,  *  O  Thomas,  dostow 

wof  1954 

What  nedeth  yow  diverse  Areres  seohe  ? 
What  nedeth  him  that  hath  a  parfit  leche 
To  sechen  othere  leches  in  the  toon  ? 
Yoor  inconstanoe  is  yoar  oonfosioan.  (250} 
Holde  ye  than  me,  or  eUes  oar  oovent. 
To  pmye  for  yow  ben  insafBcient  ?      i960 
Thomas,  that  jape  nis  nat  worth  a  m3rte  ; 
Yoor  maladye  is  for  we  han  to  lyte. 
"  A  !  yif  that  oovent  half  a  qaarter  otos !  ^ 
**  A !  yif  that  oovent  foar  and  twenty 

grotes!** 
^  A !  yif  that  ftrere  a  peny,  and  lat  him 

go!"  1965 

Kaj,  nay,  Thomas !  it  may  no-thing  be  sa 


What  is  a  ferthing  worth  parted  in  twelve  ? 
Lo,  ech  thing  that  is  oned  in  him-selve 
Is    more    strong    than    whan    it  is  to- 

scatered.  (261) 

Thomas,  of  me  thoa  shalt  nat  been  y 

flatered ;  1970 

Thoa  woldest  han  oar  labour  al  for  noght 
The  hye  god,  that  al  this  world  hath 

wroght, 
Seith  that  the  workman  worthy  is  his 

hyre. 
Thomas !  noght  of  yavLV  tresor  I  de^yre 
As  for  my-self,  bat  that  al  oar  oovent  1975 
To  preye  for  yow  is  ay  so  diligent. 
And  for  to  bailden  Cristes  owene  chirohe. 
Thomas  !  if  ye  wol  lemen  for  to  wirche, 
Of   baildinge  ap    of    chirohes  may  ye 

finde  (271) 

If  it  be  good,  in  Thomas  lyf  of  Inde.  1980 
Ye  lye  heer,  ftil  of  anger  and  of  yre. 
With  which  the  devel  set  yoar  herte 

a-fyre, 
And  chyden  heer  this  sely  innocent, 
Yoar  wyf,  that  is  so  meke  and  pacient. 
And  therfor,  Thomas,  trowe  me  if  thee 

leete,  1985 

Ne  str>'\'e  nat  with  thy  wyf,  as  for  thy 

beste; 
And  her  this  word  awey  now,  by  thy  feitli, 
Toachinge  this  thing,  lo,  what  the  wyse 

seith :  (280) 

**  With-in  thyn  hoas  ne  be  thoa  no  leoon ; 
To  thy  sabgits  do  noon  oppressioan  ;  199a 
Ne  make  thyne  aqaeyntances  nat  to  flee.** 
And  Thomas,  yet  efb-sones  I  charge  thee, 
Be  war  from  hir  that  in  thy  bosom  slepeth ; 
War  fro  the  serpent  that  so  slyly  crepeth 
Under  the  gras,  and  stingeth  sabtilly.  1995 
Be  war,  my  sone,  and  herkne  paciently, 
That  twenty  thousand  men  han  lost  hir 

lyves. 
For  strjrving  with  hir  lemmans  and  hir 

wyvea  (291)) 

Now  sith  ye  han  so  holy  and  meke  a  wyf. 
What  nedeth  yow,  Thomas,  to  maken 

stryf?  aooo 

Ther  nis,  y-wis,  no  serpent  so  cruel. 
Whan  man  tret  on  his  tayl,  ne  half  so  fel. 
As  womman  is,  whan  she  hath  caught 

an  ire; 
Vengeance  is  thanna  al  that  th^  de^yre. 
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Ire  is  a  sinne,  oon  of  the  grete  of  sevene, 
Abhominable  nn-to  the  god  of  hevene ; 
And  to  him-flelf  it  is  destmccion. 
This  every  lewed  viker  or  person       (300) 
Can  seye,  how  Ire  engendreth  homioyde. 
Ire  is,  in  sooth,  exeoatoor  of  pryde.    aoio 
I  coude  of  Ire  seye  so  mnche  sorwe, 
My  tale  sholde  laste  til  to-morwe. 
And  therfor  preye  I  god  bothe  day  and 

night,  aoi3 

An  irons  man,  god  sonde  him  litel  might ! 
It  is  greet  harm  and,  oertes,  gret  pitee, 
To  sette  an  irons  man  in  heigh  degree. 
Whilom  ther  was  an  irons  potestat, 
As  seith  Senek,  that,  dnringe  his  estaat, 
Up-on  a  day  ont  riden  knightes  two,  (311) 
And  as  fortnne  wolde  that  it  were  so,  aox> 
That  oon  of  hem  cam  hoom.  that  other 

noght. 
Anon  the  knight  bifore  the  jnge  is  broght. 
That  seyde  thus,  **  thon  hast  thy  felawe 

slayn, 
For  which  I  deme  thee  to  the  deeth,  oer- 

tayn." 
And  to  another  knight  comanded  he,  3025 
"  Go  lede  him  to  the  deeth,  I  charge  thee." 
And  happed,  as  they  wente  by  the  weye 
Toward  the  place  ther  he  sholde  deye, 
The  knight  cam,  which  men  wenden  had 

be  deed.  (3*0 

Thanne  thooghte  they,  it  was  the  beste 

reed,  2»»30 

To  lede  hem  bothe  to  the  jnge  agayn. 
They  seiden,  '*lord.  the  knight  ne  hath 

nat  slayn 
His  felawe ;  here  he  standeth  hool  al3rve.'* 
'^  Ye  shnl  be  deed,"  qnod  he,  **  so  moot  I 

thryvo! 
That  is  to  seyn,  bothe  oon,  and  two,  and 

three ! "  3035 

And  to  the  firste  knight  right  thus  spak  he, 
«'  I  dampned  thee,  thon  most  algate  be 

deed. 
And  thon  also  most  nedes  leso  thyn  heed, 
For  thon  art  oanse  why  thy  felawe  deyth." 
And  to  the  thridde  knight  right  thns  he 

seyth,  (33a)  2040 

'^Thon  hast  nat  doon  that  I  comanded 

thee." 
And  thus  he  dide  don  sleen  hem  alle  three. 
Xfons  Cambyses  was  eek  dronkelewe, 


And  ay  delyted  him  to  been  a  shrew«. 
And  sobifel,  alordof  hismeynee,     aai5 
That  lovede  vertnons  moralitee, 
Beyde  on  a  di^  bitwix  hem  two  right  thus : 
"  A  lord  is  lost,  if  he  be  vicious ;        (340) 
And  dronkenesse  is  eek  a  fool  record 
Of  any  man,  and  namely  in  a  lord,    svao 
Ther  is  fnl  many  an  eye  and  many  an  ere 
Awaiting  on  a  lord,  and  he  noot  where. 
For  goddes  love,  drink  more  sttemprely ; 
Wyn  maketh  man  to  lesen  wrecchedlj 
His  minde,  and  eek  his  limes  everichon.*' 
'^Therevers  shaltoa8e,"qnodhe, "  EDon; 
And  preve  it,  by  thjm  owene  experience. 
That  wyn  ne  dooth   to  folk  no  swich 

offence.  (350)  »5^ 

Ther  is  no  wyn  birevetii  me  my  mi^t 
Of  hand  ne  foot,  ne  of  myn  eyen  sight  ^— 
And,  for  despyt,  he  drank  fnl  mnchel  raore 
An  hondred  pari  than  he  had  doon  bifore ; 
And  right  anon,  this  irons  cnrsed  wrecche 
Leet  this  knightes  sone  bifore  him  feocbe, 
Comandinge  him  he  sholde  bifore  him 

stonde.  xi^ 

And  sodeynly  he  took  his  bowe  in  honde, 
And  up  the  strong  he  pulled  to  his  ere. 
And  with  an  arwe  he  slow  the  child  right 

there :  fj6o) 

**Now  whether  have  I  a  siker  hand  or 

noon?" 
Qnod  he,  **i8  al  my  might  and  minde 

agoon?  30/O 

Hath  wyn  bireved  me  myn  eyen  sight?" 

What  sholde  I  telle  th'answere  of  the 

knight? 
Hissone  was  slayn,  ther  is  tu^motre  to  sejre. 
Beth  war  therfor  with  lordes  howyejJ^e. 
Singeth  Ptacebo,  and  I  shal,  if  I  can,  »;5   , 
But  if  it  be  nn-to  a  povre  man.  >' 

Toapovre  man  men  sholde  hise  vyees  telle, 
Bnt  nat  to  a  lord,  thogh  he  sholde  go  to 

helle.  i$T0) 

Lo  irons  Cims,  thilke  Fercien, 
How  he  destrc^yed  the  river  of  Gysen,  »8o 
For  that  an  hors  of  his  was  dreynt  ther- 

inne. 
Whan  that  he  wente  Babiloigne  to  winne. 
He  made  that  the  river  was  ao  smal, 
That  wommen  mighte  wade  it  over^d. 
Lo,  what  seyde  he,  that  so  wel  teche  can? 
'*  Ke  be  no  felawe  to  an  irons  man,    xB^ 
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Ne  with  no  wood  man  walke  l^  the  weye, 
Lest  thee  repente ;  ^  ther  is  na-more  to 
seye.  (380) 

Now  Thomas,  leva  hroiher,  lef  thyn  ire ; 
Thoa  shalt  me  finde  as  just  as  is  a  squire. 
Hold  natthedevelesknyf  ayatthyn  herte; 
Th  jn  angre  dooth  thee  al  to  sore  smerte ; 
Bat  shewe  to  me  al  thy  confessioon.' 

*  Nay,*  quod  the  Byke  man,  *  by  Seint 

Simoon !  3094 

I  have  be  shriven  this  day  at  my  cnxat ; 
I  have  him  told  al  hooUy  myn  estat ; 
Nedeth  na-more  to  speke  of  it,*  seith  he, 

*  But  if  me  list  of  mjrn  hnmilitee.'      (390) 

*  Yif  me  thanne  of  thy  gold,  to  make 

our  cloistre,' 
Quod  he,  ^  for  many  a  muscle  and  many 

an  oistre,  a  100 

Whan  other  men  han  ben  fdl  wel  at  Qsrse, 
Hath  been  our  fode,  our  doistre  for  to  reyse. 
And  yet,  god  woot,  unnetho  the  fundement 
Parfoiamed  is,  ne  of  our  pavement  2104 
Nis  nat  a  tyle  yet  with-inne  our  wones ; 
By  god,  we  owen  fourty  pound  for  stones ! 
Now  help,  Thomas,  for  him  that  harwed 

helle ! 
For  elles  moste  we  our  bokes  selle.  (400) 
And  if  ye  lakke  our  predicaoionn,  2109 
Than  gooth  the  world  al  to  destrucoioun. 
For  who-so  wolde  us  fro  this  world  bireve, 
So  god  me  save,  Thomas,  hy  your  leve, 
He  wolde  bireve  out  of  this  world  the  Sonne. 
For  who  can  teche  and  werchen  as  we 

conne?  21 14 

And  that  is  nat  of  Utel  tyme,*  quod  he ; 

*  But  sith  that  Elie  was,  or  Elisee, 
Han  freres  been,  that  finde  I  of  record, 
In  charitee,  y-thanked  be  our  lord.    (410) 
Now  Thomas,  help,  for  seinte  Charitee  I  * 
And  doun  anon  he  sette  him  on  his  knee. 

This  ^ke  man  wex  wel  ny  wood  for  ire ; 
He  wolde  that  the  frere  had  been  on-fire 
With  his  false  dissimulaoioun. 

*  Swich  thing  as  is  in  my  pooessioun,' 
Qood  he,  *that  may  I  yeven,  and  non 

other.  2135 

Ye  sey  me  thus,  how  that  I  am  your 

brother?* 
*  Ye,  certes,*  quod  the  firere,  *  tmsteth 

weel; 
I  took  our  dame  our  lettre  with  our  seel.' 


*Now  wel,*  quod  he,   'and  som-what 

shal  I  yivo  (421) 

Un-to  your  holy  covent  whyl  I  live,    2130 

And  in  thyn  hand  thou  shalt  it  have 

anoon ; 
On  this  condicioun,  and  other  noon. 
That  thou  departe  it  so,  my  dere  brother, 
That  every  frere  have  also  muche  as  other. 
This  shaltou  swere  on  thy  professioun, 
With-outen  fraude  or  oavillacioun.'    2136 

*  I  swere  it,*  quod  this  frere,  *  upon  my 

feith !  * 
And  ther-with-al  his  hand  in  his  he  leith : 
'  Lo,  heer  my  feith !  in  me  shal  be  no  lak.' 

*  Now  thanne,  put  thyn  hand  doun  by 

my  bak,*  (432)  2140 

Seyde  this  man,  *  and  grope  wel  bihinde ; 
Bynethe  my  buttok  ther  shaltow  finde 
A  thing  that  I  have  hid  in  privetee.' 

*  A !  *  thoghte  this  frere,  '  this  shal  go 

with  me !  * 
And  doun  his  hand  he  launcheth  to  the 

clifte,  2145 

In  hope  for  to  finde  ther  a  yifte.  (438) 
And  whan  this  syke  man  felte  this  fVere 
Aboute  his  tuwel  grope  there  and  here, 
Amidde  his  hand  he  leet  the  frere  a  fart. 
Ther  nis  no  capul,  drawinge  iu  a  cart,  2150 
That  mighte  have  lete  a  fart  of  swich 

a  soun. 
The  frere  up  stirte  as  doth  a  wood 

leoun  : 
*  A !  false  oherl,'  quod  he,  '  for  goddes 

bones. 
This  hastow  for  despyt  doon,   for  the 

nones ! 
Thou  shalt  abye  this  fart,  if  that  I  may !  * 
His  meynee,  whiche  that  herden  this 

affray,  2156 

Cam  lepinge  in,  and  chaced  out  the  frere ; 
And  forth  he  gooth,  with  a  fol  angry 

chere,  (450) 

And  fette  his  felawe,  ther-as  lay  his  stoor. 
He  looked  as  it  were  a  wilde  boor ;  2160 
He  grinte  with  his  teeth,  so  was  he  wrooth. 
A  sturdy  pas  doun  to  the  court  he  gooth, 
Wher-as  ther  woned  a   man   of  greet 

honour, 
To  whom  that  he  was  alwey  confessour ; 
This  worthy  man  was  lord  of  that  village. 
This  firere  cam,  as  he  were  in  a  rage,  2166 
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WliiT-as  this  loll  I  pat  ctini?  iit  his  lionl. 
rnnctln'S  iniijlito  tho  i'roTo  Rj^'ko  a  word. 
Til  attf  lastc  In-  Sf.V'li* :  'jf"«ly"W*'^-'  '.4^»'l 
This   lord   frau  l«iki',   nn<l  scido,   '6tf«'- 

r/7/> .'  2I7(> 

What.  IViTi'  .lohn.  what  niancr  world  is 

this? 
I  s:>(>  wol  that  {ami  thinp:  thcr  is  amis. 
\v  loki^n  as  tlio  w<hU»  wen;  ful  of  thcvia, 
Sit   ihiun   anon,   ami  tol   mo  what  j-our 

prrtM'f  is, 
Aii<]  it  shal  h«'i'ii  airu^mlod,  if!  may.'  2175 
■  I  havo.*  ipHMl  lu\  ■  had  a  dospyt  this  day, 
(;im1  y,»Mi'  yo\v!  aii<»un  in  yoxxr  villago, 
That  in  this  worM  isn<M»n  r«>  povre  apai^, 
That  h«'  7u»lili'  hav«'  abhominarionn    (471) 
<  >!'  that  I  havf  n'rryvod  in  yonr  totin.  2180 
And  yet  ni-  jrn«v«-th  mo  nr»-thin(;  so  soro. 
As  that  this  tihh'  rlwrl.  with  lokkes  hore, 
lUasphoiufd  hath  ••nr  Imly  covont  oko.' 
'  N<»w,  luaistor,*  «iu<kI  this  lonl,  '  I  yow 

hisok.'.' 

•  Xo  mai-^tiT,  siri',*  qnod  ho,  'Imt  8er\'i- 

t.inr.  2185 

Th'ijrh  I  havf  ha«l  in  fw-olo  swic-h  honour. 
(iixllykcth  nat  that  ••Ilahy"men nsoaUo, 
Xi'itln-r  in  niark«-t  m-  in  y*»nrlanfe  hallo.* 

•  Xo  tors.*  ipiod  ho,  'Imt  tol  me  al  your 


*How  that  mo  thinketh?'  qnod  shf: 
*■  to  f<;o<l  mo  spoodo,  ax 

I  soyc,  a  chorl  hath  doon  a  cherlei  dcd& 
What  ahold  I  se>'c?  gnd  lat  him  never 

thcc! 
His  Byke  heed  is  fnl  of  vanitee,  <jBQn'> 

I  hold  him  in  a  manor  freneajre.* 

*■  Mfulamo,'  qnod  he,  '  by  god  I  ihal  nat 
lyo ;  22HI 

Tint  I  on  other  wtrroa  mny  Im»  wroke. 
I  alial  diffame  liim  ovor-al  ther  I  spoke. 
This  falso  blaaphemonr,  that  char|*<pd  me 
To  parte  thnt  wol  nat  depart«d  be. 
To  everj-  man  y-Hcho,  with  moflchannre!' 
Tho  lonl  sat  Btillo  as  ho  wore  in  a 
traunoo,  mi6 

And  in  his  horte  ho  rollofl  np  and  dnan. 
'  How  had  do  tluA  chorl  imaginacioiin  •510 
To  showo  swirh  a  proMome  to  tho  fr*»? 
Xover  erst  ornowherdo  I  of  awich  matrK: 
I  I  trowo  tho  dovol  pntto  it  in  his  minde. 
1  In  ars-motr>-ko  shal  ther  no  man  findi>, 
Bifom  this  day,  of  swich  a  qncationn. 
Wlio  sholdo  mako  a  domnnatraoioan. 
That  ovpr>'  man  sholde  havo  y-liche  his 
part  22X 

As  of  tho  Ronn  or  savour  of  a  fart  ?     5'S* 
O  nyoo  proudo  chorl,  I  shrewe  hia face! 
lUiplor  I 


I  v-„, 
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How  thftt  this  fart  sholde  even  deled  be 
Among^  jrour  ooventf  if  it  lyked  me.*   2250 
*Tel,*  quod  the  lord,  ^and  thou  shaJt 

liave  anon 
A  gonne-cloth,  by  god  and  by  8eint  John ! ' 
*My  lord,'  quod  he,  *whan  that  the 

weder  is  fair, 
With-onten  -wind  or  pertnrbinge  of  air, 
lAt  bringe  a  cartwheel  here  in-to  this 

halle,  2255 

But  loke  that  it  have  his  spokes  alle. 
Twelf  si>okes  hath  a  cartwheel  oomnnly. 
And  bring  me  than  twelf  freres,  woot  3re 

-wrhy?  (550) 

For  thrittene  is  a  covent,  as  I  gesso. 
The  confessoar  heer,  for  his  worthinesse, 
Shal  parfoome  np  the  nombre  of  his 

covent.  2261 

Than  shal  they  knele  donn,  by  oon  assent, 
And  to  every  spokes  ende,  in  this  manere, 
Fol  sadly  lejre  his  nose  shal  a  frere. 
Tonr  noble  confessonr,  ther  god  him  save, 
Rhal  holde  his  nose  npright,  nnder  the 

nave.  2266 

Than  shal  this  cherl,  with  bely  stif  and 

toght 
As  any  tabonr,  hider  been  y-broght ;  (560) 
And  sette  him  on  the  wheel  right  of  this 

cart,  2269 

Upon  the  nave,  and  make  him  lete  a  fart. 


And  ye  shnl  seen,  np  peril  of  my  lyf, 
By  preve  which  that  is  demonstratif. 
That  equally  the  sonn  of  it  wol  wende, 
And    eek  the  stink,  on-to   the    spokes 

ende; 
Save  that  this  worthy  man,  yonr  con- 
fessonr, 2^75 
By-oanse  he  is  a  man  of  greet  honour, 
Shal  have  the  firste  iWiit,  as  reson  is ; 
The  noble  usage  of  freres  yet  is  this,  (570) 
The  worthy  men  of  hem  shul  first  be 
served ;                                              2^79 
And  certeinly,  he  hath  it  weel  deserved. 
He  hath  to-day  taught  us  so  muchel  good 
With  prechingin  the  pulpit  ther  he  stood, 
That  I  may  vouche-sanf,  I  sey  for  me. 
He  hadde  the  firste  smel  of  fortes  three, 
And  so  wolde  al  his  covent  hardily ;   2285 
He  bereth  him  so  faire  and  holily.' 
The  lord,  the  lady,  and  ech  man,  save 
the  frere,                                        ($79) 
Seyde  that  Jankin  spak,  in  this  matere, 
As  wel  as  Euclide  or  [as]  Ptholomee. 
Touchinge  this  cherl,  they  seyde,  subtiltee 
And  heigh  wit  made  him  speken  as  he 
spak ;                                               2291 
He  nis  no  fool,  ne  no  demoniak. 
And  Jankin  hathy-wonne  a  nowe  goune. — 
My  tale  is  doon     we   been  almost   at 
touno.                                              22CI4 


Here  endeth  the  Somnonrs  Tale. 
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GROUP  E. 

THE   CLERK'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Frologe  of  tht  CUrkea  Tale  of  OjicAfiinL 


i 


*  Sm  derk  of  Oxenford/  our  host^  8i\7<ifs 
'Ye  TyAo  as  coy  and   atillo  as  *ltKttH  a 

With  newt)  npousod^  SLtting  ivt  the  Imrtl ; 
Tills  day  ne  herdo  I  of  .vo^ir  tonge  A-^ortL 
J  trove  yei  slndie  nb^mtti  som  iophymSf   .< 
But  Saloraon  seitb,  **  every  thing"  Imth 

For  goddiia  sako,  as  "both  pfbettro  olieir<s 
It  in  no  tyma  for  to  BtndiQa  h^r<&, 
Ti^Ue  nfl  eom  mery  tnlo,  by  youT  fey ; 
For  wbftt  mati  that  ii  ontrod  in  a  plcy,  lu 
He  nedca  moot  nnto  tbe  pley  ojasflntfL 
Bat  pr<4clustli  nnt,  ns  Inrres  dcM.>n  in  Lento, 
To  Tt^iikft  nB  ihr  imr  nl-lo  sinnea  wepe, 
Xo  tlutt  tlij  tftJo  imJiin  \is  nat  to  plepo. 


ffviiill^ 


H0  is  n«^  dfi«tl  AJid  nfljl£Mi  fa  hii  ch^ti, 
1  prey  to  gwJ  ao  yevc  his  soole  retftc !     *t 

Franncpy*  Petmrk,  the  liMLfeAt  pnet^, 
Hi^Ute  thia  clerk,,  whfl«  reth^oryke 
Enliwninod  ttl  Itmllo  of  poeti^^ 
As  litiiftn  dide  *rf  p!ulii«oplij« 
Or  lAwe,  or  other  art  parUpulcif' :  ^ 

Btit  dd^th,  that  wol  nat  vcif&e  tia  iiwtD*fl 

h©er 
Biit  aa  it  weFo  ft  twmklmg  of  an  jf, 
Hem  botiiQ  liiitli  slajn,  tmd  alto  ftbol  wd 

Rat  torth  to  t«llen  of  thi«vttirtliyD]tlfii 
That  taQg;htfi  me  thii  tdU«,  w  I  liipsL,  jM 
I  aeyft   that  first   with    li^i^h   etylfl  h 
pDdytcth, 
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THE    CLERKES   TALE. 


Here  blginneth  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk  of  Oxenford. 


TuER  is,  at  the  west  syde  of  Itaille, 
Doun  at  the  rote  of  Yesnlas  the  colde, 
A  lusty  playne,  habxmdant  of  Titaillo, 
W^er  many  a  tour  and  toun  thou  mayst 
biholde,  ^         60 

That  founded  were  in  tyme  of  faores  olde, 
And  many  another  delitable  sighte, 
And  Saluces  this  noble  contree  highte. 

A  markis  whylom  lord  was  of  thatlonde, 
Ae  were  his  worthy  eldres  him  bifore  ;  65 
And  obeisant  and  redy  to  his  honde  (10) 
Were  aUe  his  liges,  bothe  lasse  and  more. 
Thus  in  delyt  he  liveth,  and  hath  don  yore, 
Biloved  and  drad,  thnrgh  favour  of  for- 
tune, (^9 
Bothe  of  his  lordes  and  of  his  commune. 

Therwith  he  was,  to  speke  as  of  linage, 
The  gentiUeste  y-bom  of  Lumbardye, 
A  fair  pcrsone,  and  strong,  and  yong  of 

And  ful  of  honour  and  of  curteisye ; 
Discreet  y-nogh  his  contree  for  to  gye,  75 
Save  in  somme  thinges  that  he  was  to 
blame,  (ao) 

And  Walter  was  this  yonge  lordes  name. 

I  blame  him  thus,  that  he  oonsidereth 
noght  78 

In  tyme  cominge  what  mighte  him  bityde, 
But  on  his  lust  present  was  al  his  thoght, 
As  for  to  hauke  and  hunte  on  every  syde  ; 
Wei  ny  alle  othere  cures  leet  he  slyde, 
And  eek  he  noldo,  and  that  was  worst  of 
alle,  {27) 

Wedde  no  wyf,  for  noght  that  may  bifalle. 

Only  that  point  his  peple  bar  so  sore,  85 
That  flokmele  on  a  day  they  to  him  wente. 
And  con  of  hem,  that  wysest  was  of  lore, 
Or  eUee  that  the  lord  beet  wolde  assente 


That  he  sholdo  telle  him  what  his  pepio 
ment^,  89 

Or  olles  coudo  he  shcwe  wel  swich  matore, 
He  to  the  markis  seydo  as  ye  shul  here. 

*  O  noble  markis,  your  humaniteo 
Assureth  us  and  3reveth  us  hardinesse. 
As  ofbe  as  tyme  is  of  necessitee  94 

That  we  to  yow  mowe  telle  our  hevinesse ; 
Accepteth,  lord,  now  for  your  gentillesse, 
That  we  with  pitons  herte  un-to  yow 
pleyne,  (41) 

And  lete  your  eres  nat  my  voys  disdeyne. 

Al  have  I  noght  to  done  in  this  matore 
More  than  another  man  hath  in  this  place, 
Yet  for  as  mucho  as    ye,   my  lord   so 

dere,  loi 

Hon  alwey  shewed  me  favour  and  grace, 
I  dar  the  better  aske  of  yow  a  si>ace 
Of  audience,  to  shewen  our  requeste. 
And  ye,  my  lord,  to  doon  right  as  yow 

leste.  105 

For  certes,  lord,  so  wel  us  lyketh  yow  (50) 
And  al  your  work  and  ever  ban  doon, 

that  we 
Ke  ooude  nat  us  self  devysen  how 
We  mighte  liven  in  more  felieiteo, 
Save  o  thing,  lord,  if  it  your  willo  bo,  i  U} 
That  for  to  been  a  wedded  man  yove  lostc. 
Than  were  your  peple  in  sovereyn  hcrtos 

reste. 

Boweth  your  nekke  tinder  that  bUsful  yok 
Of  soveraynetee,  noght  of  servyse, 
Which  that  men  clepeth  spousaille  or 

wedlok ;  115 

And  thcnketh,  lord,  among  yoxxx  thoghtes 

wyse,  (60) 

How  that  our  dayes  posse  in  sondry  wyse ; 
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fV>r  though  we  slope  or  wake,  or  rome,  or 

ryde, 
Ay  fleeth  the  tyme,  it  lul  no  nuui  abyde. 

And  thongh  your  grene  yoathe  floore  as 
3^t,  120 

In  crepeth  age  alwey,  as  stille  as  stoon, 
And  deeth  manaceth  every  age,  and  smit 
In  ech  estaat,  for  ther  escapeth  noon  : 
And  al  so  certain  as  we  knowe  echoon 
That  we  shnl  deye,  as  nnoerteyn  we  alle 
Been  of  that  day  whan  death  shal  on  ns 
falle.  (70)  ia6 

Accepteth  than  of  ns  the  trewe  entente, 
That  never  yet  refbseden  yonr  heste, 
And  we  wol,  lord,  if  that  ye  wol  assente, 
Chese  yow  a  wyf  in  short  tyme,  atte  leste. 
Bom  of  the  gentilleete  and  of  the  meste 
Of  al  this  lond,  so  that  it  oghte  seme 
Honour  to  god  and  yow,  as  we  can  deme. 

Deliver  ns  out  of  al  this  bisy  drede. 
And  tak  a  wyf,  for  hye  goddes  sake ;    135 
For  if  it  so  bifelle,  as  god  forbede,        (80) 
That   thurgh   your  deeth   your   linage 

sholde  sUkke, 
And  that  a  straunge  successour  sholde 

take 
Your  heritage,  o  I  wo  were  us  alyve ! 
Wherfor  we  pray  you  hastily  to  wyvo.*  140 

Hir  meke  preyere  and  hir  pitons  ohere 

Made  the  markis  herte  han  pitee. 

*Ye  wol,'  quod  he,   *myn  owene  peple 

dere. 
To  that  I  never  erst  thoghte  streyne  me. 
I  me  rejoysed  of  my  libertee,  145 

That  selde  tyme  is  founde  in  manage ;  (90) 
Ther  I  was  free,  I  moot  been  in  servage. 

But  nathelees  I  see  your  trewe  entente, 
And  truste  upon  your  wit,  and  have  don  ay ; 
Wherforof  my  firee  will  wol  assente   150 
To  wedde  me,  as  sone  as  ever  I  may. 
But  ther-as  ye  han  profred  me  to-day 
To  chese  me  a  wyf,  I  yow  relesse 
That  choys,  and  prey  yow  of  that  profire 

»54 


For  god  it  woot,  that  children  ofte  been 
Unlyk  her  worthy  eldres  hem  bifore ;  (100) 


Bonntee  oomth  al  of  god,  nat  of  the  steeen 
Of  which  they  been  engendred  andy-bore; 
I  truate  in  goddes  bountee,  and  theribre 
My  manage  and  myn  estaat  and  reste  160 
I  him  bitake ;  he  may  don  as  him  l^ie. 

Lat  me  alone  in  chesinge  of  my  wyf, 
That  charge  up-on  my  bak  I  wol  endure ; 
But  lyow  preye,  and  charge  up-on  your  lyt; 
That  what  wyf  that  I  take,  ye  me  asnure 
To  worshipe  hir,  whyl  that  hir  lyf  nuij 

dure,  (no)  166 

In  word  and  werk,  bothe  here  and  efvery- 

where. 
As  she  an  emperoures  doghter  were. 

And  forthermore,  this  shal  ye  swere,  th«( 

ye 
Agayn  my  choys  shul  neither  gmoche  ne 

stryve ;  i;d 

For  sith  I  shal  fbigoon  my  libertoe 
At  your  requeete,  as  ever  moot  I  thiyve, 
Ther  as  myn  herte  is  set,  ther  wol  I  wyre ; 
And  but  y^  wole  aoMntein  swich  manere, 
I  prey  yow,  speketh   narmon  of  this 

matere.*  (119)  17s 

With  hertly  wil  they  8woren,and  aswnten 
To  al  this  thing,  ther  seyde  no  wight  nay ; 
Bisekinge  him  of  grace,  er  that  th^ 

wenten, 
That  he  wolde  graunten  hem  a  ceriein  daf 
Of  his  spousaille,  as  sone  as  ever  he  jomj  ; 
For  yet  alwey  the  peple  som-what  dredde 
Lest  that  this  markis  no  wyf  wolde  iredde. 

He  graunted  hem  a  day,  swieh  si  him 

leste, 
On  which  he  wolde  be  wedded  sikerly,  184 
And  seyde,  he  dide  al  this  at  hir  reqoMte ; 
And  they,  with  humble  entente,  bax<Hnlyi 
Knelinge  up-on  her  knees  fdl  reverently 
Him  th«.Tiir^n  alle,  and  thus  they  han  an 

ende  (ip) 

Of  hir  entente,  and  hoocn  agayn  they 

wende. 

And  heer-up^n  he  to  his  offioeres       190 
Comaundeth  for  the  feste  to  porveye, 
And  to  his  privee  knightes  and  sqnyeres 
Swich  chaxge  yaf,  as  him  liste  on  hem  leye ; 


T.  8070-8151.] 


E.    ^0e  CfevSea  Zatt. 


599 


And  they  to  hia  oomandement  obeye, 
And  eoh  of  hem  doth  al  his  diligence  195 
To  doon  nn-to  the  feete  reverence.     (140} 
Eatplicit  prima  pars. 

Incipit  secwida  pars. 

Xoght  fer  fro  thilke  paleys  honorable 
Ther-as  this  markig  shoop  hia  manage, 
Ther  stood  a  throp,  of  site  delitable, 
In  Trhich  that  povre  folk  of  that  village  aoo 
Hadden  hir  bestes  and  hir  herbergage, 
And  of  hir  laboor  took  hir  sustenance 
After  that  th*erthe  yaf  hem  habnndance. 

Amonges  thise  povre  folk  ther  dwelte 

aman 
Which  that  was  holden  povrest  of  hem 

alle;  aos 

But  hye  god  som  tyme  senden  can     (150) 
His  grace  in-to  a  litel  ozes  stalle : 
Janicnla  men  of  that  throp  him  calle. 
A  doghter  hadde  he,  fair  y-nogh  to  sighte. 
And  Orisildis  this  yonge  mayden  highte. 

But  for  to  speke  of  vdrtuoos  beantee,   211 
Than  was  she  oon  the  £ureste    under 

Sonne; 
For  povreliche  y-fostred  up  was  she. 
No  likerous  lust  was  thurgh  hir  herte 

y-ronne ;  (158)  214 

Wei  ofler  of  the  welle  than  of  the  tonne 
She  drank,  and  for  she  wolde  vertu  plese. 
She  knew  wel  labour,  but  non  ydel  ese. 

But  thogh  this  mayde  tendre  were  of  age, 

Yet  in  the  brest  of  hir  virginitee 

Ther  was  enclosed  xype  and  sad  oorage ; 

And  in  greet  reverence  and  charitee    2a  i 

Hir  olde  povre  £Euler  fostred  she ; 

A  fewe  sheep  spinning  on  feeld  she  kepte. 

She  wolde  noght  been  ydel  til  she  slepte. 

And  whan  she  hoomward  cam,  she  wolde 

bringe  22$ 

Wortes  or  othere  herbes  tymes  ofte,  (170) 

The  whiche  she  shredde  and  seeth  for  hir 

livinge, 
And  made  hir  bed  ful  harde  and  no-thing 

softe; 
And  ay  she  kepte  hir  fadres  lyf  on-lofte 
With  everich  obeisaunce  and  diligence  230 
That  child  may  doon  to  fadres  reverence. 


Up-on  Grisilde,  this  povre  creature, 
Ful  ofbe  ^ythe  this  markis  setto  his  yd 
As  he  on  hunting  rood  paraventure ;    234 
And  whan  it  fil  that  he  mighte  hir  espye, 
He  noght  with  wantonn  loking  of  folye 
His  yfin  caste  on  hir,  but  in  sad  wyse  (181) 
Up-on  hir  chere  he  wolde  him  ofbe  avyse. 

Commending  in  his  herte  hir  womman- 

hede. 
And  eek  hir  vertu,  passing  any  wight  240 
Of  so  yong  age,  as  wel  in  chere  as  dede. 
For  thogh  the  peple  have  no  greet  insight 
In  vertu,  he  considered  ful  right 
Hir  bountee,  and  disposed  that  he  wolde 
Wedde  hir  only,  if  ever  he  wedde  sholde. 

The  day  of  wedding  cam,  but  no  wight 
can  (190)  246 

Telle  what  womman  that  it  sholde  be ; 
For  which  merveille  wondred  many  aman, 
And  seyden,  whan  they  were  in  privetee, 
'  Wol  nat  our  lord  yet  leve  his  vanitee  ?  250 
Wol  he  nat  wedde  ?  alias,  aUas  the  whyle ! 
Why  wol  he  thus  him-self  and  us  bigyle  ?  * 

But  natheles  this  markis  hath  don  make 
Of  gemmes,  set  in  gold  and  in  asure, 
Broches  and  ringes,  for  Grisildis  sake,  255 
And  of  hir  clothing  took  he  the  mesure 
By  a  mayde,  lyk  to  hir  stature,  (aoi) 

And  eek  of  othere  omamentes  alle 
That  un-to  swich  a  wedding  sholde  fklle. 

The  tyme  of  undem  of  the  same  day   360 
Approcheth,  that  this  wedding  sholde  be  ; 
And  al  the  paleys  put  was  in  array, 
Bothe  halle  and  chambres,  ech  in  his 

degree; 
Houses  of  office  stuffed  with  plentee     264 
Ther  maystow  seen  of  deyntevous  vitaille. 
That  may  be  founde,  as  fer  as  last  Itaille. 

This  royal  markis,  richely  arrajed,    (211) 
Lordes  and  ladyes  in  his  oompanye. 
The  whiche  unto  the  feste  were  y-prayed, 
And  of  his  retenue  the  bachelrye,         270 
With  many  a  soun  of  sondry  melodye, 
Un-to  the  village,  of  the  which  I  tolde, 
In  this  array  the  righte  wey  han  holde. 

Orisilde  of  this,  god  woot,  ful  innocent, 
That  for  hir  shapen  was  al  this  array,  275 
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To  fecchen  water  at  a  welle  is  went,  (aao) 
And  Cometh  hoom  as  sone  as  ever  she  may. 
For  wel  she  hadde  herd  s^yd,  that  thUke 

day 
The  markis  sholde  wedde,  and,  if  she 

mighte, 
She  wolde  £Eiyn  han  a«yn  som  of  that 

sighte.  aSo 

She  thoghte,  *  I  wol  with  othere  maydens 

stonde, 
That  been  my  fehiwes,  in  our  dore,  and  see 
The  markisMse,  and  therfbr  wol  I  fonde 
To  doon  at  hoom,  as  sone  as  it  may  be, 
The  hfcbonr  which  that  longeth  nn-to  me ; 
And  than  I  may  at  l^yser  hir  biholde,  a86 
If  she  this  wey  nn-to  the  castel  holde.'  (331) 

And  as  she  wolde  over  hir  threshfold  goon, 
The  markis  cam  and  gan  hir  for  to  calle  ; 
And  she  set  donn  hir  water-pot  anoon  290 
Bisyde  the  threshfold,  in  an  oxes  stalle, 
And  donn  up-on  hir  knees  she  gan  to  falle. 
And  with  sad  contenance  kneleth  stille 
Til  she  had  herd  what  wasthelordes  wille. 

This  thoghtfal  markis  spak  nn-to  ihia 
mayde  (239)  295 

Ful  sobrely,  and  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  Wher  is  your  fader,  Grisildis  ?  *  he  sayde, 
And  she  with  reverence,  in  humble  ohere, 
Answerde,  *  lord,  he  is  al  redy  here.' 
And  in  she  gooth  with-outen  longer  lette, 
And  to  the  markis  she  hir  fkder  fette.  30X 

He  by  the  hond  than  took  this  olde  man. 
And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  him  hadde 

asyde, 
'  Janicula,  I  neither  may  ne  can  304 

Longer  the  plesonce  of  myn  herte  hyde. 
Kthat  thou  vouche-sauf,  what-so  bityde, 
Thy  doghter  wol  I  take,  er  that  I  wende. 
As  for  my  wyf,  un-to  hir  lyves  ende.  (252) 

Thou  lovest  me,  I  woot  it  wel,  oerteyn, 
And  art  my  feithful  lige  man  y-bore ;  310 
And  al  that  lyketh  me,  I  dar  wel  sejm 
It  lyketh  thee,  and  specially  therfore 
Tel  me  that  poynt  that  I  have  seyd  bifore. 
If  that  thou  wolt  nn-to  that  pnrpos  drawe. 
To  take  me  as  for  thy  8one-in4awe  ? '   315 


This  sodeyn  oas  this  man  astoned  so,  (260) 
That  reed  he  wex,  abayst^  and  al  quaking 
He  stood ;  unnethes  seyde  he  wordes  mo, 
But  only  thus :  ^  lord,*  quod  he,  *  my  wil- 
ling 
Is  as  3re  wols,  ne  ayBinet  your  lyking  320 
I  wol  no-thing ;  ye  be  my  lord  so  dere ; 
Right  as  yow  lust  govemeth  this  mstera' 

*  Yet  wol  I,'  quod  this  markis  soflely, 

'  That  in  thy  ohambre  I  and  thou  andahe 
Have  a  oollacion,  and  wostow  why  ?  325 
For  I  wol  axe  if  it  hir  wille  be  (270) 

To  be  my  wyf,  and  reule  hir  after  me ; 
And  al  this  shal  be  doon  in  thy  presenoe, 
I  wol  noght  speke  out  of  thyn  audience.' 

And  in  the   chambre   whyl   they  trav 
aboute  ip 

Hir  tretis,  which  as  ye  shal  after  here, 
The  peple  cam  un-to  the  hous  with-oate, 
And  wondred  hem  in  how  honest  manei* 
And  tentifly  she  kepte  hir  fader  dere.  (278) 
But  outerly  Grisildis  wondre  mighte,  335 
For  never  erst  ne  saugh  she  swich  a  si^^te. 

No  wonder  is  thogh  that  she  were  asloned 
Toseensogreetagestoome  in  that  place; 
She  never  was  to  swiche  gestes  wooed, 
For  which  she  lokod  with  ful  pale  feoe. 
But  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chaoe, 
Thise  am  the  wordes  that  the  markis 
sayde  3M 

To  this  benigne  verray  feithful  mayde. 

*  Grisilde,*  he  seyde,  *  ye  shul  wel  unde^ 

stonde 
It  lyketh  to  your  figtder  and  to  me       345 
That  I  yow  wedde,  and  e^  it  maj  » 

stonde,  («^} 

As  I  suppose,  ye  wol  that  it  so  be. 
But  thise  demandes  axe  I  first,'  qaod  be, 

*  That,  sith  it  shal  be  doon  in  hastif  i«7"« 
Wol  ye  assente,  or  elles  yow  avyse  ?    39> 

I  seye  this,  be  ye  redy  with  good  herte 
To  al  my  lust,  and  that  I  frely  may, 
As  me  best  thinketh,  do  yow  laoghe  or 

smerte, 
And  never  ye  to  gruoohe  it,  night  ne  day  ? 
And  eek  whan  I  sey  "ye,"  ne  sey  nat 

"nay,"  355 
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Nather  by  word  ne  frowning  contenance ; 
Swer  UuB,  and  here  I  Bwere  cor  alliance.' 

Wondring  upon  thia  word,  quaking  for 
drede,  (30a) 

She  seyde,  *  lord,  imdigne  and  unworthy 
Am  I  to  thilke  honour  that  ye  me  bede ;  360 
But  aa  ye  wol  your-eelf,  right  so  wol  L 
And  heer  I  iwere  that  never  willingly 
In  werk  ne  thoght  I  nil  yow  disobeye, 
For  to  be  deed,  though  me  were  looth  to 
d^ye.'  (308)  364 

*  This  is  y-nogh,  Orisilde  mjm !  *  quod  he. 
And  forUi  he  gooth  with  a  fid  sobre  chere 
Out  at  the  dore,  and  after  that  cam  she, 
And  to  the  peple  he  seyde  in  this  manere, 
'  This  is  my  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  that  standeth 

here.  $69 

Honoureth  hir,  and  loveth  hir,  I  preye, 
Who-«o  me  loveth ;   ther  is  na-more  to 

seye.' 

And  for  that  no-thing  of  hir  olde  gere 
She  sholde  bringe  in-to  his  hous,  he  bad 
That  wommen  sholde  dispoilen  hir  right 
there ;  (318)  374 

Of  which  thise  ladyes  were  nat  right  glad 
To  handle  hir  clothes  wher-in  she  was  clad. 
But  natheles  this  mayde  bright  of  hewe 
Fro  foot  to  heed  they  dothed  han  al  newe. 

Hir  heres  han  they  kembd,  that  lay  un> 

tressed 
Ful  rudely,  and  with  hir  fingres  smale  380 
A  corone  on  hir  heed  they  han  y-dressed. 
And  sette  hir  fid  of  nowches  grete  and 


Of  hir  array  what  sholde  I  make  a  tale? 
Unnethe  the  peple  hir  knew  for  hir  fair- 


Whan  she  translated  was  in  swioh  rich- 

38s 


This  markis  hath  hir  spoused  with  a  ring 
Broght  for  the  same  cause,  and  than  hir 

•etto  (33 0 

Up-on  an  hors,  snow-whyt  and  wel  am> 

bling. 
And  to  his  paleys,  er  he  lenger  lette. 
With  jo3^f^  peple  that  hir  ladde  and 

mette,  390 


Ck>nveyed  hir,  and    thus  the  day  they 

si>ende 
In  revel,  til  the  sonne  gan  descende. 

And  shortly  forth  this  tale  for  to  chace, 
I  seye  that  to  this  newe  markisesse 
God  hath  swich  favour  sent  hir  of  his 
gnce,  395 

That  it  ne  semed  nat  by  lyklinesse     (340) 
That  she  was  bom  and  fed  in  rudenesse, 
As  in  a  cote  or  in  an  oxe-stalle, 
But  norished  in  an  emperoures  halle. 

To  every  wight  she  woxen  is  so  dere  4oi> 
And  worshipfVil,  that  folk  ther  she  was 

bore 
And  from  hir  birthe  knewe  hir  yeer  by 

yere, 
Unnethe   trowed  they,  but  dorste  han 

swore 
That  to  Janide,  of  which  I  spak  bifore, 
She  doghter  nas,  for,  as  by  conjecture,  405 
Hem  thonghte  die  was  another  creature. 

Tor  thogh  that  ever  vertuous  was  she,  (351) 
She  was  encressed  in  swich  excellence 
Of  thewes  gode,  y-set  in  heigh  bountee, 
And  so  discreet  and  fair  of  doquence,  410 
So  benigne  and  so  digne  of  reverence, 
And  coude  so  the  peples  herte  embrace, 
That  eoh  hir  lovede  that  loked  on  hir  face. 

Noght  only  of  Saluoes  in  the  toun 
Publiced  was  the  bountee  of  hir  name,  415 
But  eek  bisyde  in  many  a  regioun,  (360) 
If  oon  seyde  wel,  another  seyde  the  same ; 
So  spradde  of  hir  heigh  bountee  the  fame. 
That  men  and  wommen,  as  wel  yonge  as 

olde, 
Oon  to  Saluce,  upon  hir  to  biholde.      420 

Thus  Walter  lowly,  nay  but  royally. 
Wedded  with  fortunat  honestetee, 
In  goddes  pees  liveth  ful  esily 
At  hoom,  and  outward  grace  y-nogh  had 
he;  (368)  424 

And  for  he  saugh  that  under  low  degree 
Was  ofte  vertu  hid,  the  peple  him  helde 
A  prudent  man,  and  that  is  sejm  ful  selde. 

Nat  only  this  Orisildis  thurgh  hir  wit 
Coude  al  the  feet  of  wyfly  hoomlinesse, 
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Eut  e4?k,  iH'bm:i  that  th<»  caa  Toqu^nred  it, 
T1]0  cjimniniip  pri»fit  ctiuilo  abp  redresse. 
Tht^r  nun  ilijicord,  raiicotir.  lie  hDviseasQ 
Iji  nl  that  lifuJ,  tlmt  glie  no  conde  apese. 
And  WTisly  briugo  hem  iiUti  in  rest«  and 

Tliough  that  hir  hoiist-onde  absent  were 
aiimn,  43iS 

IfgcutlL  mim,  c*r  othere  of  Mr  <KmtrM> 
^V'w^e   wToihe,    aha   waMa   bringvn  hem 

Sfp  ^^-^'sij  find  r>i>e  Tvortk»H  hiiddo  fthc, 
Atnl  ju^-mL^nia  i*t' sn  greet  oquite*, 
That  kIli'  irum  bov^u  Bent  woa,  u  pien 
wtJiidL*,  440 

PlIiUi  tu  eiii'i*  and  evci:y  w^fong  t'ftmandft. 

Xat  ion^o  tymo  aftcT  that  this  Griiild 
"SVhs  woddtnl,  slie  a  dough ter  hath  y-boTB, 
A I  bud  hir  levt^r  huvo  Wjrn  n  kaav«  child. 
Gliid  wsys  tbU  inarkis  and  the  fttlk  thor^ 
loru ;  445 

For  tLu'U^h  n  mfi_vdf!  c^hild  comcj  fU  bifore, 
SJie  TTtAy  untij  a  knaTO  child  attcyne  (3Q'i) 
Bj  ij^kiibiKU  sin  sbii  nta  nat  barfsyn^ 
Explicit  secnndn  pan^ 
I  net  pit  tercia  pars. 


With  ttemo  ihce  and  with   fal  tnoabla 
chcf©,  4^ 

And  aeydo  tlms,  *  Grieilil,*  ^nod  he,  *th«t 
day  {410^ 

That  I  yow  took  cmt  of  yottr  pom  ^Mnt.% 
And  pcitta  yow  in  e<tt«at  of  hei^b  nfihlease, 
Yo  have  nat  thai  forgetcn^  &$  I  ^^^mo* 

I  seye,  OriaildT  this  preaont  digfniieeT  47" 
In  which  that  I  have  put  yow^  as  I  tnjwe^ 
Maketh  yow  nat  foiyetfal  for  to  be 
That  I  yow  ttxik  in  povfe  estaat  fol  lo»e 
For  any  woie  ye  nw>ot  yonr-wlven  knowt 
Tak  hedo  of  orery  word  tb*t  I  yow  ieye, 
Ther  is  no  wight  that  be£«th  it  but  we 
tweye.  (4J0}  47^ 

Ye  wool  yonr-iielf  wel,  how  that  yc  cam 

hera 
Tn'to  this  hooii,  it  ib  nat  longe  b^^ 
And  thoQg-b  to  me  that  ya  be  lief  und 

dere, 
Un-to  my  gentiU  ye  ho  no-l^ia^  ao ;    4$  ■ 
They  a^yn^  to  b  em  it  Is  greet  jih&nie  HQil 

wo 
For  to  bo  stibgcta  nud  ben  in  sejrvii^ 
To  thee,  that  bom  ftrt  of  a  smal  viBagiik. 


And  uamolyt  sith  thy  doghbor  wa» y-^rvv 
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She  leyile,  ^lord,  al  lyth  in  jour  plos- 

annce, 
My  child  and  I  with  hertly  obeiaannco 
Ben  youros  al,  and  yo  mowe  save  or  spillo 
Your  owene  thing ;    werketh  after  yonr 

willo.  5^4 

Ther  may  no-thing,  god  so  my  toole  save, 
l4>-ken  to  yow  that  may  displese  me ;  (450) 
No  I  dcsyre  mvthing  for  to  have, 
No  drodo  for  to  lose,  save  only  yo ; 
Tills  wil  is  in  mjm  herte  and  ay  shal  bo. 
Xi>  lengtho  of  tymo  or  deeth  may  this 
deface,  510 

No  chaonge  my  oorage  to  another  place.* 

Olad  was  tliis  markis  of  hir  answering, 
But  yet  he  fe3med  as  ho  were  nat  so ; 
Al  droiy  was  his  chore  and  his  loking 
Whan  that  ho  sholde  oat  of  the  chambre 
go.  5»5 

S«.»ne  after  this,  a  furlong  wey  or  two,  (160) 
He  privoly  hath  told  al  his  entente 
Tn-to  a  man,  and  to  his  wyf  him  scnto. 

A  manor  sergeant  was  this  privoo  man, 
Tlie  which  that  fcithful  oflo  ho  fotmden 

haddo  5^) 

In  thinges  grete,  and  oek  swiclx  folk  wel 

can 
I>on  exocncioon  on  thinges  baddo. 
The  lord  knew  wcl  that  ho  him  loved  and 

draddo ; 
And  whan  this  sergeant  wisto  his  lordes 

willc, 
In-to  the  chambre  ho  stalked  him  fol 

stillc.  525 

'  Madame,'  he  sejrdc,  *  yo  moto  for>-eve  it 

me,  (47") 

Thogb  I  do  thing  to  which  I  am  con- 

stre^naod ; 
Ye  ben  so  wys  that  ful  wcl  knowe  yo 
That  lordes  hestes  mowe  nat    been    y- 

feyned ; 
They  mowe  wel  been  biwaillod  or  com- 

pleynedy  550 

But  men  mot  node  nn-to  her  lust  obeye, 
And  so  wol  I ;  ther  is  na-moru  to  soye. 

This  child  I  am  oomanded  for  to  take  * — 
,  bat  oat  the  child  he 


Despitonsly,  and  gan  a  chore  mako       535 
As  though  ho  woldo  ban  sinyu  it  er  ho 
wente.  (4Jk>) 

Orisildis  mot  al  sufTrcn  and  consente ; 
And  as  a  lamb  she  sitteth  meke  and  stille, 
And  loot  this  cruel  sergeant  doon  his  wille. 

Suspecions  was  tho  diffamo  of  this  man, 
Suspoot  his  face,  suspect  his  word  also ;  54 1 
Suspect  the  tyme  in  which  he  this  bigan. 
Alias !  hir  doghter  that  she  lovcde  so 
She  wende  he  woldo  ban  slawen  it  right 
tho.  544 

But  natheles  she  neither  weep  no  sykod. 
Consenting  hir  to  that  tho  markis  lykod. 

But  atte  laste  spekcn  she  bigan,         (491) 
And  mekely  she  to  the  sergeant  preydc. 
So  as  he  was  a  wortliy  gentil  man, 
That  she  moste  kiase  hir  child  cr  that  it 
deyde ;  k^} 

And  in  her  Itami  this  litel  child  she  Icyde 
With  ful  sad  face,  and  gan  the  child  to  iLisse 
And  lulled  it,  and  after  gan  it  blisso. 

And  thus  she  seyde  in  hir  bonigne  voys, 

*  Far  woel,  my  child ;  I  shol  thoo  never 

see ;  555 

But,  sith  I  thee  have  marked  with  tho 

croj-s,  (51W; 

Of  thilke  fader  blessed  moto  thou  bo. 
That  for  us  doyde  up^n  a  croys  of  tree. 
Tliy  soule,  litel  child,  I  him  Intake, 
For  this  night  slialtow  dyen  for  mj-  sake.' 

I  trowe  that  to  a  norico  in  this  ens       561 
It  had  ben  hard  this  rewthe  for  to  so  ; 
Wol  mighto  a  mooder  than  ban  cryod 

'alias!' 
But  nnthelees  so  sad  ntodfast  was  she, 
That  she  endunnl  all  ailvorsitei>,  5(>5 

And  to  tho  sergeant  mokely  slio  s»ydo.  ^510; 

*  Have  beer  agayn  your  litel  yongc  uiHydo. 

Gk>th   now,'   quoil    she,    'and  dooth   my 

lordes  hesto, 
But  o  thing  wol  I  proye  yow  of  .vour  grace, 
That,  but  my  lonl  forbad  yow,  atte  losto 
Burioth  this  litel  body  in  som  place     571 
That  bestcs  no  no  bridili>s  it  to-race.' 
But  ho  no  word  wol  to  that  pur^xM  seye, 
But  took  the  child  and  wente  upon  his 

weye. 


604 
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Tliia  sergeant  cnm  THi'tohia  lord  tilgHfyn^sy^ 
And  nf  GriBikliH  wordcfl  and  hiroheraCsi>) 
}It9  to  111  e  !})m  j>oiiit.  fur  puiut,  in  short  and 

ptayn, 
And   him   prcscnti^tli   with    hia  doghter 

Sfini^liJit  til  Li  lord  hnth  rewthe  in   Iua 

miinGTO  ; 
Hut  iiath<^k'ea  hia  purjx^a  heeUi  be  stiUe^ 
Aa  L  units  duon,  ivhan  they  wol  bjin  hir 

will* ;  581 

And  hud  hh  SPrftfMint  tbnt  he  privily 
ShoJilo   rhia    rhdrl    fnl   stjfl^  winde   and 

wrsipiMi 
A  V  it  1 1  nlU*  cLrcumstanMfl  tend  rely, 
A  fid  Lnrkf  it  in  11  cofru  or  in  &  lappe ;    i;8s 
BuIt    npHm   peyne   his    lieed    of   for  to 

fTWrtpiw,  (530) 

Tliat  ii+i  mfirL  jdinlfif?  kilowo  of  hifl  ^f^tent^^ 
Xf.>   whcnne   lie   iriim,  no  whidor  that  ho 

wcutti ; 

iJiit  nt  B^dnif^c  to  ki»  tmst-er  dera, 

T I  lilt  tlillko  ty  PIG  I  ft'  Paiiik  was  coantessQ, 

IIl*   sh'fldtj   it  tnke,  and  ahewe  hir  thi» 

lIlIiti'Tl?^  ^i^l 

Itisi^kiii^e  hir  tm  tlitn  hlr  biftiiiegse 
Ttiiri  tdiild  t't  tViRtrft  lu  aUp  g^odqtilosse ; 
And  T¥hu»  child  that  it  was  he  bad  hir 


(inaTta.  ^H 

■ssed  T.]fl«it  tuv^H 

mt,  AC  g0d  wll^l 
r  thia  Walt«r.  ^B 


Seqiiltiir  pai^  qiiaTta. 
In    this  0Sta&%  ther  passed  T.]fl«it 

yeor 
Er  Khe  with  ch  Ude  wafl ;  hut^  ac  god 
A  knave  child  sh«  bar  hy  thia  Wall«r, 
Pul  e^ntioua  nnd  fair  for  Uy  biholde. 
And  wbau  that  fc»lk  it  to  hia  fader  %(d^^ 
Kat  only  hi?,  bnt  al  his  con  tree,  vaeric*  eitf 
W&M.  for  tiiia  child,  and  god  they  thaoh* 

tuid  herio.  (^ 

Whan  It  was  twi>  y^&t  old,  and  &«  list 

hreet 
Departed  of  hia  norice,  on  a  day 
TtuH  markiB  canghte  yot  another  lest 
To  t«inpte  hb  vyf  yet  ofhjr^  if  he  xn^y.  fan 
O  nef!dl(»g  was  she  tempted  ia  amy  r 
Bat  wedded  raen  ne  knowe  no  memre. 
Whan  that  they  Jlnd«  a  pacleot  imattit*. 

'  Wyf,'  qnod  thia  markia,  '  ye  hmi  h^sfd  rr 

this, 
My  peplfi  sikly  berth  onr  miu'iagv,       feH 

And  iiankelyT  Bith  nny  jione  y-boren  i*,  is?*] 
Now  ij  it  woT^  than  ever  in  aJ  onr  agtv 
The  mtirmur  sleeth  myn  h^rte  and  tii> 

dorago; 
For  t<j   mjTio   0rm    comth    t!io  Toyi  m 
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*  I  have,'  quod  she,  *  aeyd  thus,  and  ever 

shal,  (589)  645 

I  wol  no  thing,  ne  nil  no  thing,  certayn, 
Bnt  as  yow  list ;  noght  greveth  me  at  al, 
Thogh  that  my  doghter  and  my  sone  be 

8la3m, 
At  yonr  oomandement,  this  is  to  sayn. 
I  have  noght  had  no  part  of  children 

tweyne  650 

Bat  first  siknesse,  and  after  wo  and  peyno. 

Ye  been  oar  lord,  doth  with  yoar  owene 

thing 
Right  as  yow  list ;  axeth  no  reed  at  me. 
For,  as  I  lefte  at  hoom  al  my  clothing, 
Wlian  I  first  cam  to  yow,  right  so,*  qaod 

she,  655 

*  Lefte  I  my  wil  and  al  my  libertee,  (600) 
And  took  yoar  clothing ;  wherfor  I  yow 

preye. 
Doth  yoar  plesaonoe,  I  wol    yoar  lost 
obejre. 

And  certes,  if  I  hadde  prescience 

Yoar  wil  to  knowe  er  ye  yoar  lost  me 

tolde,  660 

I  wolde  it  doon  with-outen  necligence  ; 
Bnt  now  I  woot  yoar  lost  and  what  ye 

wolde, 
Al    yoar   plesaance    ferme    and    stable 

I  holde ; 
For  wiste  I  that  my  deeth  wolde  do  yow 

ete,  664 

Bight  gladly  wolde  I  dyen,  yow  to  plese. 

Deth  may  noght  make  no  oomparisoan 
Un-to  yoar  love : '  and,  whan  this  markis 

sey  (611) 

The  Constance  of  his  wyf,  he  caste  adoan 
His  yfin  two,  and  wondreth  that  she  may 
In  pacienoe  saffre  al  this  array.  670 

And  forth  he  gooth  with  drery  conten- 

aance, 
Bat  to  his  herte  it  was  ftil  greet  plesaance. 

This  ngly  sergeant,  in  the  same  wyse 
That  he  hir  doghter  canghte,  right  so  he, 
Or  worse,  if  men  worse  can  devyse,      675 
Hath  hent   hir    sone,  that    fdl  was  of 
beantee.  (6jo) 

And  ever  in  oon  so  pacient  was  she, 
That  she  no  chere  made  of  hevinease, 
Bat  kiste  hir  sone,  and  after  gan  it  blease; 


Save  this;  she  preyed  him  that,  if  he 
mighte,  680 

Hir  litel  sone  he  wolde  in  erthe  grave. 

His  tendre  limes,  delicat  to  sighte. 

Fro  foales  and  fro  beetes  for  to  save. 

Bat  she  non  answer  of  him  mighte  have. 

He  wente  his  wey,  as  him  no*thing  ne 
roghte ;  685 

Bat  to  Boloigne  he  tendrely  it  broghte. 

This  markis  wondreth  ever  lenger  the 
more  (631) 

Up-on  hir  pacience,  and  if  that  he 
Ne  hadde  soothly  knowen  ther-bifore, 
That  parfitly  hir  children  lovede  she,  690 
He  wolde  have  wend  that  of  som  sabtiltee. 
And  of  malice  or  for  crael  conge, 
That  she  had  sof&ed  this  with  sad  visage. 

Bat  wel  he  knew  that  next  him-self, 
certayn,  694 

She  loved  hir  children  best  in  eveiy  wyse. 

Bat  now  of  wommen  wolde  I  axen  fayn, 

If  thise  assayes  mighte  nat  safiyse  ?  (641) 

What  coade  a  stardy  hoosbond  more 
devyse 

To  preve  hir  wyfhod  and  hir  stedfast- 
nesse,  699 

And  he  con  tinning  ever  in  stordinesse? 

Bat  ther  ben  folk  of  swich  condicioan, 

That,  whan  they  have  a  certein  parpos 
take, 

They  can  nat  stinte  of  hir  entencioau, 

Bat,  right  as  they  were  boanden  to 
a  stake, 

They  wol  nat  of  that  firste  parpos  slake. 

Bight  so  this  markis  folliche  hath  par- 
posed  (650)  706 

To  tempte  his  wyf,  as  he  was  first  disposed. 

He  waiteth,  if  by  word  or  contenance 
That  she  to  him  was  changed  of  oorage ; 
Bat  never  coade  he  finde  variance ;      710 
She  was  ay  oon  in  herte  and  in  visage  ; 
And  ay  the  forther  that  she  was  in  age, 
The  more  trewe,  if  that  it  were  possible. 
She  was  to  him  in  love,  and  more  penible. 

For  which  it  semed  thos,  that  of  hem  two 
Ther  nas  bat  o  wil ;  for,  as  Walter  leste, 
The  same  lust  was  hir  pletaooe  also,  (661) 
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Aoiil,  gml  h&  lknnkt'<l,  nl  Hi  for  the  b<»t«^ 
She  sht^wwl  wr'l,  fi«r  nn  wnrUly  tmreste 

Wille  in  effect,  but  ^is  hirliousbond  wolde, 

Tlic  ftclnuinlrn  of  WiUtor  ofto  and  wyiifl 
sfj  nullify  ^21 

TJmt  <jf  ji  eriiol  hflrtc  he  wikkt^iHy, 
For  ho  A  jHivTO  ^'>?mrimii  wediled  lindda, 
Hnth  mordred  licttho  h\a  thJldrcD  iirively, 
Switdi  miirrjiiir  was  nrnon^hem  comanly» 
Xti  wonder  Ls,  for  tit  tiio  j>Dples  or©     (6?t) 
Tlier  earn  no  word  but  that  th^iy  mordred 

Fur  wliit^li,  ^lu^r-nfl  liia  pe|ilo  tUer-bifojPO 
Km  I  lovt?d  liim  wr  K  tho  ecUondre  of  hie 
diffnnn:^  750 

To  bc€?n  II  inifnlrt^r  js  an  hateful  doiqc. 
But  nfithi'li^s,  f(ir  i^rnrat  no  for  game 
Hn  f 'fills  t^i-viA  imr^ntB  inddit  i^tante ;      734 
To  tc^tijitto  Ilia  wjrf  wfts  sot  al  his  entente. 

Wban  that  hia  doghtor  tu  df  ye&r  wa«  of 
Bg<?.  (680) 

Ho  to  tlio  court  of  llomr,  in  ffnbtH  wyse 
Kiiforni!*il  of  hh  wil,  ffj>ntf?  bU  mesSA^e, 

f^otn[;mTi'iJ]i|Z  In  th  fwirhi'  bnl]i?s  to  ck»vy3e 
As  Hi  ]i  i^t  4-riii']  ]nii-]XH  jnj*y  Snffj'BP,        740 


Bnt  flhortly  if  thi*  at^iruj  I  tAljAi]  ih/ii.TW 
Thie  mnrkis  writcm  hiitli  in  spociftl 
A  kttre  in  ^hkh  h^  sh^^wi^Ui  hl»  vTiteQt4^ 
And  aecral^  ho  to  Boloi^o  it  1 


To  thWl  af  Panik,  wluoh  that  h«dd«tlia 
Woddod  hlfl  snfitor,  preydo  he  spcwiaJij  ^iSf 
To  bringes  hoom  a^^^  his  cJiUdren  twa 
In  honnmblo  ^sta^t  n.1  oponJy.  \^iO 

But  o  thitig  h«  him  preyvdo  oatcr^, 
ThAt  he  to  no  wight,  thon^h  nun  woidt 

Sbolde  n&t  telle,  whos  children  thatl^ 

Bnt  M^Gi,  th©  jwaydea  sholde  ywwedded  1* 
Vn-Uy  the  markig  of  Siiltac«  ftncm. 
And  ns  thii  or!  wm  pn^jed,  io  dido  he  t 
For  i^t  day  wt  he  on  hi«  wiej  i«  (poon 
Ttiwart!  ^fduc^t  and  lord^  nmny  ooai,  j^ 
In  richo  array,  this  mayd^n  for  to  gyd* ; 
Hir  j'uii^  brothijr  ryding  hir  hisyde.  \*sv 

Arrftyal  was  towjird  hir  mariAge 

Thiji  frfifluhe  mjiyde,  ful  of  gviniiifss  cl#Tt! 

Hir  brother,  wliich  thAt  mwn  yeer  wm  d 

Arra^^  oek  fill  fV^iuh  in  his  miMi«T«i 
And  thoff  in  gre^fi  noblene  i^nd  with  gM 
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That  in  gret  loxdBhipef  if  I  wel  Avyse, 
Ther  is  gret  aervitute  in  sondiy  wyie. 

I  may  nat  don  as  eyeiy  i)lowman  may ; 
My  peple  me  oonstreyneth  for  to  take  800 
Another  "wyf,  and  cryen  day  by  day ; 
And  eek  the  pope,  rancour  for  to  slake, 
Consenteth  it,  that  dar  I  undertake  ; 
And  treweliche  thus  muche  I  wol  yow 

seye, 
My  newe  -wyf  is  coming  hy  the  weye.  805 

Be  strong  of  herte,  and  voyde  anon  hir 
place,  (750) 

And  thilke  dower  that  ye  broghten  me 
Tak  it  agayn,  I  graunte  it  of  my  grace ; 
Retoumeth  to  your  fadres  hous,'  quod  he ; 
*  Xo  man  may  alwey  han  prosperitee ;  810 
With  evene  herte  I  rede  yow  Vendure 
The  strook  of  fortune  or  of  aventure.' 

And  she  answerde  agayn  in  pacience, 
'  My  lord/  quod  she,  *  I  woot,  and  wiste 

alway 
How  that  bitwixen  your  magnificence  815 
And  my  poverte  no  wight  can  ne  may  (760) 
Kaken  comparison ;  it  is  no  nay. 
I  ne  heeld  me  never  digne  in  no  manere 
To  be  your  wyf,  no,  neyour  chamberere. 

And  in  this  hous,  ther  ye  me  lady  made — 
The  heighe  god  take  I  for  my  witnesse,  8a  i 
And  also  wisly  he  my  sonle  glade — 
I  never  heeld  me  lady  ne  maistresse. 
But  humble  servant  to  your  worthinesse, 
And  ever  shal,  whyl  that  my  lyf  may 
dure,  825 

Aboven  every  worldly  creature.  (770) 

Tlukt  ye  so  longe  of  your  benignitee 
Han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobleye, 
Wher«s  I  was  noght  worthy  for  to  be. 
That  thonke  I  god  and  yow,  to  whom 
I  pr^ye  830 

Fi»yelde  it  yow ;  there  is  na-more  to  seye. 
Un-to  my  fcider  gladly  wol  I  wende. 
And  with  him  dwelle  un-to  my  lyves  ende. 

Ther  I  was  fostred  of  a  child  toX  smal, 
Til  I  be  deed,  my  lyf  ther  wol  I  lede     835 
A  widwe  clene,  in  body,  herte,  and  al.  (780) 
F<nr  sith  I  yaf  to  yow  my  maydenhede. 
And  am  your  trewe  wyf,  it  is  no  drede, 


Ood  shilde  swich  a  lordes  vryf  to  take 
Another  man  to  housbonde  or  to  make.  840 

And  of  your  newe  wyf,  god  of  his  grace 
So  graunte  yow  wele  and  prosperitee  : 
For  I  wol  gladly  yelden  hir  my  place. 
In  which  that  I  was  blisftil  wont  to  be, 
For  sith  it  lyketh  yow,  my  lord,'  quod 

she,  845 

*  That  whylom  weren  al  myn  hertes  reste, 
That  I  shal  goon,  I  wol  gon  whan  yow 

leste.  (79,) 

But  ther-as  ye  me  profre  swich  dowaire 
As  I  first  broghte,  it  is  wel  in  my  minde 
It  were  my  wrecched  clothes,  no-thing 

faire,  850 

The  which  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to 

finde. 
O  gode  god  !  how  gentil  and  how  kinde 
Ye  semed  by  your  speche  and  your  visage 
The  day  that  maked  was  our  manage  ! 

But  sooth  is  seyd,  algate  I  finde  it  trewe — 
For  in  effect  it  preved  is  on  me—  (800)  856 
Love  is  noght  old  as  whan  that  it  is  newe. 
But  certes,  lord,  for  noon  adversitee. 
To  dyen  in  the  cas,  it  shal  nat  be  859 
That  ever  in  word  or  werk  I  shal  repente 
That  I  yow  yaf  mjm  herte  in  hool  entente. 

My  lord,  ye  woot  that,  in  my  fadres  place. 
Ye  dede  me  strepe  out  of  my  povro  wede. 
And  richely  me  cladden,  of  your  grace. 
To  yow  broghte  I  noght  elles,  out  of  drede. 
But  feyth  and  nakednesse  and  mayden- 
hede. (810)  866 
And  here  agayn  my  clothing  I  restore, 
And  eek  my  wedding-ring,  for  evermore. 

The  remenant  of  your  jewels  redy  be   869 
In-with  your  chambre,  dar  I  sanfiy  sayn ; 
Naked  out  of  my  fadres  hous,*  quod  she, 
'  I  cam,  and  naked  moot  I  tume  agayn. 
Al  your  plesaunce  wol  I  folwen  fajm  ; 
But  yet  I  hope  it  be  nat  your  entente  874 
That  I  smoklees  out  of  your  paleys  wente. 

Ye  coude  nat  doon  so  dishoneste  a  thing. 

That  thilke  wombe  in  which  your  children 

leye  (8a  1) 

Sholde,  bifom  the  peple,  in  my  walking, 


^^Q^^^^^^^l 

6oa                         Z^i  CanUtiMTTi  ZaftM.             [t,  sr^^-^iM 

Be  aeyti  al  brtro  f  whcrfor  I  yoir  pri?yo, 
Lat  mo  nnt  ]yk  t\  worm  ko  by  the  w^ye.  8Sa 

I  wi^  yont  wyf|  tbo^h  I  unworthy  w^po. 

Wherfor,  in  ^rrilon  wf  my  mnydHijhede, 
Whirh  Ihflt  I  bri:ij3rlito,  uml  iiofflit  n^^yn 

1  btrt',                                                     884 
As  voiielii*tli  flfluf  to  yeve  me,  ti>  my  medct 
Bot  Ewifih  a  Hiiiok  lu*  I  w*ib  wont  to  were, 
Tlmt  I  therwith  may  wrye  the  wombe  of 

bi>rn                                                        <«jt) 
Tlmt  wna  yoqr  wyt";  and  h^r  taka  I  n^ 

*  Th*i  Bm»*lc,'  qncnl  he.  '  that  thou  hfWt  on 
thy  hak,                                              890 
tilt  it  be  stitlp,  anrl  ber  it  forth  withtliee/ 
Put  wrl  tmm-thca  thilki?  Word  h©  pipaItT 
I  bit   WL'uttH    btfi  wey  for  r^w^tho   and   for 

jtitfO, 
Bbom  tbfj  folk  hir-aalvon  strepetb  aho^ 
And  in  hir  flnuik^  with  lieM  and  foot  nl 
liaro,                                           (3 1(9)  B05 
Tiiwaj-d  hir  fader  hous  forth  is  jihe  fare. 

TXie  folk  hir  folwo  vopingc  in  hir  weye. 
And  (i>rtuTic  ay  thi^y  rur&i?n  as  t hoy  goon; 
Bat  ftbir  fm  wiqiinjj  koiito  hiry^n  dnsya. 

Thflt  neithw  by  Mr  wwrdea  3)«  hlT&ctfo*! 
Bilom  tlio  folJt,  ne  eek  in  hir  iibaeit^ 
No  shewed  sh^  that  htr  win*  dooa  oIKuw; 
No  of  Lir  hci^h  fsta^t  no  r«mQiiihnnu«t 
Xe  hftdJe  she,  m  by  hir  iymnt*UAmn?e. 

No  wonder !«,  for  in  Mr  gret^  MtMt    935 
Hir  godst  was  over  in  pkjm  imraylltH ; 
No  ten  dre  months  non  h«rte  deJicASi,  rl^ii 
No  pompe,  no  aemblsjit  of  royaltw, 
Bnt  fnl  of  pftcient  bcni^it«e, 
Di^^roei  and  ptj^&I^^  ay  honnrsJsk,  ^ 
And  to  hir  bonsbond«  evwr  loefai  ^ 
stable. 

Men  sp«ke  of  Job  Mid  mwt  for  his  liitD- 

blesse, 
Ascilerkfis,  whan  hemUst,cai]  vd^ndjU 
Xamoly  of  men^  bnt  as  in  sooihJ^wtneeH^ 
Thogh  clisrkea    prtyse   wntimijea   but  * 

Ther  can  no  man  in  homblMBe  himifr 

qnyts                                   .               1^ 

Ai!  womzniuL  can,  ne  cs&a  bon^  half  i»4  Uw** 

As  yfoummn  ho&jL,  bnt  it  be  f aUo  of-n«*Q 

[Fart  Jff(e*t!i,] 

Fro  BrfTitign*:^  ts  tbis  cd  nt'  Pariik  rrfErn>, 

■ 

f                 \ 

■ 
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Ab  it  poiaible  is  in  myn  hons  to  be.    (900) 
And  eek  that  every  wight  in  his  degree 
Have  his  estaat  in  sitting  and  servyse 
And  heigh  plesanncef  as  I  can  best  devyse. 

I  have  no  wommen  soffisaont  certaynpdo 
The  chambres  for  t'arraye  in  ordinaunce 
After  my  lost,  and  therfor  -wolde  I  fayn 
That  thyn  were  al  swich  maner  govem- 

annce; 
Tlioa  knowest  eek  of  old  al  my  plesannce ; 
Thoagh  thyn  array  be  badde  and  jrvel 

biseye,  965 

Do  thou  thy  devoir  at  the  leeste  woye.'  (910) 

'Xat  only,  lord,  that  I  am  glad/  qnod  she, 
*To  doon  yovLT  Instf  but  I  deqrre  also 
Yow  for  to  serve  and  plese  in  my  degree 
With-outen  feynting,  and  shal  evermo.  970 
Ne  never,  for  no  wele  ne  no  wo, 
Ne  shal  the  gost  with-in  myn  hertestente 
To  love  yow  best  with  al  my  trewe  entente.' 

And  with  that  word  she  gan  the  hons  to 

dighte, 
And  tables  for  to  sette  and  beddes  make ; 
And  peyned    hir    to  doon   al  that    she 

mighte,  (930)  976 

Preying  the  chambereres,  for  goddes  sake, 
To  hasten  hem,  and  faste  swepe  and  shake ; 
And  she,  the  moste  servisable  of  alle. 
Hath  every  cliambre  arra3redand  hishalle. 

Aboaten  ondem  gan  this  erl  alighte,  981 

That  with  him  broghte  thise  noble  child- 
ren twejre, 

For  which  the  peple  ran  to  seen  the  sighte 

Of  hir  array,  so  richely  biseye ; 

And  than  at  erst  amonges  horn  theyseye, 

That  Walter  was  no  fool,  thogh  that  him 
Isste  (930)  986 

To  ehannge  his  wyf,  for  it  was  for  the  beste. 

For  she  is  fairer,  as  they  demon  alle, 
Than  is  Ckisild,  and  more  tendre  of  age, 
And    fiurer   fruit   bitwene  hem    sholde 
fldle,  990 

And  more  plesant,  for  hir  heigh  linage  ; 
Hir  brother  eek  so  fair  was  of  visage, 

I  to  seen  the  peple  hath  caught 

t 
now  the   markis   govern- 


Atidtfr.  '  O  stormy  jieple !  unsad  and  ever 
untrewe !  (939)  995 

Ay  undiscreet  and  ohaunging  as  a  vane, 

Deljrting  ever  in  rumbel  that  is  newe, 

For  lyk  the  mone  ay  wexe  ye  and  wane ; 

Ay  ful  of  clapping,  dere  y-nogh  a  jane ; 

Tour  doom  is  fals,  your  Constance  yvel 
prevoth,  1000 

A  ful  greet  fool  is  he  that  on  yow  leveth ! ' 

Thus  seyden  sadde  folk  in  that  citee. 
Whan  that  the  peple  gazed  up  and  doun, 
For  they  were  glad,  right  for  the  novel  tee, 
To  han  a  newe  lady  of  hir  toun«  1005 

Na-more  of  this  make  I  now  mencioun ; 
But  to  Orisilde  agayn  wol  I  me  dresse,  (95 1 ) 
And  telle  hiroonstanoeandhirbisinesse. — 

Ful  bisy  was  Orisilde  in  every  thing 
That  to  the  feste  was  apertinent ;        loio 
Right  noght  was  she  abayst  of  hir  clothing, 
Though  it  were  rude  and  somdel  eek  to- 
rent. 
But  with  glad  chore  to  the  yate  is  went, 
With  other  folk,  to  grete  the  markisesse, 
And  after  that  doth  forth  hir  bisiaowo.  1015 

With  so  glad  chore  hisgestesshereoeyveth. 
And  conningly,  everich  in  his  degree,  (961) 
That  no  defaute  no  man  aperoejrveth  ; 
But  ay  they  wondren  what  she  mighte  be 
That  in  so  i>ovre  array  was  for  to  see,  loao 
And  coude  swich  honour  and  reverenoe ; 
And  worthily  they  preisen  hir  prodenoe. 

In  al  this  mene  whyle  she  ne  stente 
This  mayde  and  eek  hir  brother  to  com- 

meude 
With  al  hir  herte,  in  ful  bonigne  entente, 
80  wel,   that  no    man  ooude    hir  prys 

amende.  (970)  ioa6 

But  atte  laste,  whan  that  thise  lordes 

wonde 
To  sitton  doun  to  mete,  he  gan  to  calle 
Orisilde,  as  she  was  bii^  in  his  halle. 

*  Orisilde,'  quod  he,  as  it  were  in  his 

plej',  1030 

*  How  lyketh  thee  my  wyf  and  hir  beautee?' 

*  Right  wel,'  quod  she,  'my  lord;  for,  in 

good  fey, 
A  fairer  say  I  never  noon  than  she. 
I  prey  to  god  yeve  hir  prosperitee ;      1034. 


6io 


^U  €anUr6ttrp  ^afes. 


[t.  8911-8986. 


Aii'l  so  \if\tv  I  tliJit  lu!  wol  to  y«»w  soiulc 
IMcsanco  y-nopli  iin-t«>  y«»ur  h'\'es  ende. 

(>  tliiiicr  Msckf  T  yow  jmkI  wjiruo  nls<>,  («>8i) 
That  y<"  n(»  prikko  with  no  tornientinf^ 
This  tt'iiilre  iiiay«U'n,  as  ye  han  don  mo; 
For  she  is  l«>strfd  in  hir  norishinge     1040 
M<TO  t«ndr.ly.  an-l,  t<i  my  snpivMiinge, 
Shi»  <'«m<h'  uat  advrrsitiMj  endure 
As  cuiidoa  iiovre  tost  rod  creature.' 

\u>\  wlian  thi-i  Walter  say  hir  jtaoionce, 
Mir  }.'la<ii>  chi-iv  and  no  nialk-o  ut  al,  1045 
And  huso  otti'  had  diHui  to  hirofirenco,(99u) 
And  she  ay  sa<l  and  (■onstaut  as  a  wiU, 
('••ntinuint:  «v.r  hir  inn<K-encoovcral, 
This  stupiy  mark  is  <^in  lus  hcrte  drcsso 
To  re  wen  ui»-<»n  liir  wyilystedfastnosse.io"?) 

*  Til  is  is  y-nojrli,  (Irisilde  myn,*  qu<Hl  he, 

•  n.'  now  na-ii.ore  a<,'ast  no  y vel  iipaycd  ; 
I  have  thy  liith  and  thy  heni^iiti*o, 
As  wel  as  ov«t  wt.nmian  -was,  a8sa}'e<l, 

1  n  trreet  estaat,  an<l  povrcliehcarniyed.1055 

Now   knowc    I,    .lero  wyf,    thy   stedfust- 

n«'ssi'." —  (liNxtj 

And  liir  in  arnifS  t^Mik  an<l  gan  hir  kesst\ 

And  she  for  woikUt  t<M.k  of  it  no  keep  ; 

^,^  In  |.|i    i.;iT  ^^■\in\  Tliiujj  b-;-  t c .  ]  1  j r  sK-.vi J 


But  for  t'asso^oin  thee  thy  wonunAnhede, 
And  nat  to  sleen  my  children,  god  for^ 
l>ede !  (iojo) 

But  for  to  kepc  hem  prively  and  stille, 
Til  I  thy  purp<ja  knewe  and  al  thy  wille.' 

Wlian  slie  this  herdo,  aswowne  doon  ihe 

falleth  1079 

For  pitinis  joye,  and  after  hir  swowninffe 

She  bothu  hir  yongo  children  nn-to  hir 

calleth, 
And  in  hir  armcs,  pitously  wepinge, 
Embmceth  hem,  and  tundrely  kiasinge 
Ful  lyk  a  mtMnU'r,  with  hir  salte  ten-f  10K4 
She  iMitheth  bothehir  visngc  and  hir  hem 

O,  M-hich  a  jtitoua  thing  it  'wbs  to  see  <  io«>) 
liir  swnwning,  and  ]iir  hnmhle  T033  to 

I  here ! 

'  ^Orauntmercy,  lonl,  that  thanke  I  vow,' 
quod  she, 
'That  ye  liau  saved  mo  my  children  dere! 
Now  rekko  I  never  to   ben   deed  right 

!  here ;  iu)i 

Sith  1  st»  aide  in  your  love  and  inyonrgntce, 
No  fors  of  deoth,  nc  whan  my  spirit  pace! 

■  O  tendre,  o  dere,  o  yongo  children  myne, 
I  Your  woful  nKHMlor  wende  stetlfastly  1004 
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Walter  hir  dooth  so  feithfnlly  plesatmce, 
That  it  was  deyntee  for  to  seen  the  chere 
Bitwixe  hem  two,  now  they  beu  met  j'-tere. 

Thise  ladyes,  whan  that  they  hir  tyme  say, 
Han  taken  hir,  and  in-to  chambre  goon, 
And  strepen  hir  ont  of  hir  rude  array,(  1 060) 
And  in  a  cloth  of  gold  that  brighte  shoon, 
With  a  coronne  of  many  a  riche  atoon 
Up-on  hir  heed,  they  in-to  halle  hir 
broghte,  11 19 

And  ther  ahe  was  honoured  as  hir  oghte. 

Thus  hath  this  pitous  day  a  bliafol  ende, 
For  every  man  and  womman  dooth  his 

might 
This  day  in  murthe  and  revel  to  dispende 
Til  on  the  welkne  shoon  the  sterres  light. 
For  more  solempno  in  every  man  nes  sight 
This  feste  was,  and  grctter  of  costagc,  1 1 26 
Than  was  the  revel  of  hir  manage.   (1071 ) 

Ful  many  a  yocr  in  heigh  prosperitee 
Liven  thise  two  in  concord  and  in  reste, 
And  richely  his  doghter  maried  he     1 130 
Un-to  a  lord,  oon  of  the  worthiesto 
Of  al  Itaille  ;  and  than  in  pees  and  reste 
His  W3rves  fader  in  his  court  ho  kepeth. 
Til  that  the  soule  out  of  his  body  crepeth. 

His  sone  succedeth  in  his  heritage       11 35 
In  reste  and  pees,  after  his  fader  day ;  (1080) 
And  fortunat  was  eek  in  mariage, 
Al  putte  he  nat  his  wyf  in  greet  assay. 
This  world  is  nat  so  strong,  it  is  no  nay. 
As  it  hath  been  in  olde  tymes  yore,     1 140 
And  herkneth  what  this  auctour  seith 
therfore. 

This  storie  is  seyd,  nat  for  that  wyves 

sholde 
Folwen  Orisilde  as  in  humUitce, 
For  it  were  importable,  though  they  wolde ; 
But  for  that  every  wight,  in  his  degree,  1 145 
Sholde  be  constant  in  adversitee  (1090) 
As  was  Qrisilde ;  therfor  Petrark  wryteth 
This  storie,  which  with  heigh  style  he 

endyteth. 

For,  nth  a  womman  was  so  pacient    1 149 
Un-to  a  mortal  man,  wel  more  us  oghte 
Bee^yren  al  in  gree  that  god  us  sent ; 


For  greet  skile  is,  hoprevethat  he  wroghte. 
But  he  ne  tempteth  no  man  that  he  boghte, 
As  seith  seint  Jame,  if  ye  his  pistel  rede ; 
He  preveth  folk  al  day,  it  is  no  drede,   1 155 

And  suffreth  us,  as  for  our  excercyse,(i  100) 
With  sharpe  scourges  of  adversitee 
Ful  ofte  to  be  bete  in  sondry  wyse ; 
Nat  for  to  knowo  our  wil,  for  certes  he, 
£r  we  were  bom,  knew  al  our  freletee ;  1 1 60 
And  for  our  besto  is  al  his  governaunce ; 
Lat  us  than  live  in  vertuous  suifraunce.* 

But  o  word,  lordinges,  herkneth  er  I  go : — 
It  were  ful  hard  to  flnde  now  a  daycs  (i  108) 
In  al  a  toun  Grisildes  three  or  two ;  1 165 
For,  if  that  they  were  put  to  swiche  assayes, 
The  gold  of  hem  hath  now  so  badde  alayes 
With  bras,  that  thogh  the  coyne  be  fair 

at  ye, 
It  wolde  rather  breste  a-two  than  plye. 

For  which  heer,  for  the  wyvea  love  of 
Bathe,  1170 

Whos  lyf  and  al  hir  secte  god  mayntene 
In  heigh  maistrye,  and  elles  were  it  scathe, 
I  wol  with  lusty  herte  fVesshe  and  grene 
Seyn  yow  a  song  to  glade  yow,  I  wene. 
And  lat  us  stinte  of  emestful  matere : — 
Herkneth  my  song,  that  seith  in  this 
manere.  (n^o;  1176 

Lenvoy  de  Chaucer. 
Grisilde  is  deed,  and  eek  hir  pacience. 
And  bothe  atones  buried  in  Itaille ; 
For  which  I  crye  in  open  audience, 
No  wedded  man  so  hardy  be  t'assaille  1 180 
His  wyves  pacience,  in  hope  to  finde 
Grisildes,  for  in  certcin  he  shall  faille  ! 

*  It  sermt  to  have  been  Chauoer^a  intaUioHf 
in  thejlrst  instance^  to  end  this  Talo  here,  Hence^ 
wejind,  in  MSS.  E.  Hd.  Cm.  Dd.,  the  following 
genuine,  but  rejected  stanza,  suitable  for  insertion 
at  this  point :  — 

Bihold  the  merye  wordes  of  the  Hoste. 

Thi8  wurtliy  Clerk,  wluin  onded  was  liU  taJr, 

Our  huttie  seyde,  and  swoor  by  goddes  boneM, 

'  Me  \v-ero  lever  than  a  borel  ale 

My  wyf  ut  bourn  had  herd  thb  legenda  onee ; 

lliia  in  a  gentil  tale  for  the  nones. 

As  to  my  imri>os,  wiste  ve  my  ^lllo : 

But  thing  that  wol  nat  be,  lat  it  be  stille.* 

Here  endetb  the  Tale  of  the  Clerk 
of  Ozenford. 
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O  n<>bh;  -wyves,  ful  oflioip:!!  pnuionco, 
Ijit  ii<H»n  hiuniliti'o  y<»ur  tonjroiiaille,  1184 
Nii  lilt  110  ch'ik  luivo  canst'  t>r  diligeiu-o 
To  wryt*'  of  yow  si  storio  ofswicli  mer\'aille 
As  of(Irisil<li.s  pafiont  an<l  kinde  ;  (1131) 
Lost  Cliiclu'vaclK'  yow  swclwo  in  hir  on- 
traillc  ! 

F.ilwotli  Kkk»»,  tliat  hoM»'tli  no  silence, 
Jhit  vvfvr  answj.Toth  at  the  cimiitrctaillc  ; 
JJctli  nat  ]>i<lallf<l  tory«>iirinn«K'once,  1191 
Dut  sharj.ly  tak  on  yow  tlie  Rovernaille. 
Knii.rintetli  vcl  this  U'Sj?on  in  your  mimic 
FvT  coninmnc  i)rofit.  sith  it  niay  uvaillo. 

Vo  arcliowyvcs.  st«>inh-tli  at  defence,  1105 
Sin yi' he  st  ronj^c  as  is  a  proot  cauiaille;  ^  1 140) 
XosulVrrtli  nat  tliat  nu-n  yow«l«K>n  otf«*nce. 
And  selcndre  wvv»\s.  fcl>h'  as  in  hataille. 


Both  cfi^re  as  is  a  ty^ro  yond  in  Inde ; 
Ay  clax)peth  as  a  mille.  I  yowconBaille.iJco 

Ne  dreeil  liem  nat,  do  horn  no  reTerence : 
For  tlioiigh  thyn  houBbonde  armed  be  in 

maille, 
Tlie  arwos  of  thy  crabbGd  eloqaence 
Shal  x)ercehisbrest,  and  00k  hisaveutaille: 
In  jalonsye  I  rede  00k  thou  bim  binde,  ij>>5 
And  thou  shalt  make  him  couche  as  doirth 

a  quaillc.  (ii.c^) 

If  tbon  1>o  fair,  ther  folk  ben  in  presence 
Shew  thou  thy  \'isage  and  thyn  apparaille : 
If  thou  be  foul,  be  freu  of  thy  dispence.iJou 
To  geto  the«  freendcs  ay  do  thy  travailk; 
Ho  ay  of  chere  as  lif^ht  as  loef  on  UnJe. 
And  lut  him  care,  antl  wepe,  and  wringe. 
and  waille !  (1150- 


Here  endeth  the  Clerk  of  Oxonford  his  Tale. 
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THE    MARCHANTES    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Marchantes  Tale. 


Wbylok  therwasdvellinge  in  Lmnbardyo 
A  worthy  knight,  that  bom  was  of  Pavye, 
In  which  he  lived  in  greet  proeperitee ; 
And  sixty  yeer  a  wyfiees  man  was  he, 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
On  wonunen,  ther-as  was  his  appetyt,  1 350 
As  doon  thise  foles  that  ben  secnleer. 
And  whan  that  he  was  passed  sixty  yeer. 
Were  it  for  holinesse  or  for  dotage, 
lean  nat  seye,  bnt  swich  agreet  corage,  (10) 
Haddo  this  knight  to  been  a  we<lded  man, 
That  day  and  night  he  dooth  al  that  ho  can 
Tespycn  where  he  mighte  wedded  bo ; 
Preyingo  oar  lord  to  granten  him,  that  ho 
Mighte  ones  knowe  of  thilke  blisful  Ij'f 
That  is  bitwixe  an  housboud  and  his  wyf ; 
And  for  to  live  under  that  holy  bond     1 261 
With  which   that   first   go<l    man    and 

womman  bond. 
•  Xon  other  lyf,*  seydo  he, '  is  worth  a  bene ; 
F«>r  wcdlok  is  so  csy  and  so  cleuo,        (20) 
That  in  this  world  it  is  a  paradys.'       1J65 
Thus  8e3rde  this  olde  knight,  that  was  so 

wys. 
And  certeinly,  as  sooth  as  god  is  king. 
To  take  a  wyf,  it  is  a  glorious  thing, 
And  namely  whan  a  man  is  old  and  hoor ; 
Thanno  is  a  wyf  the  fruit  of  his  tresor.  1270 
Than  sholde  he  take  a  yong  wyf  and  a  feir. 
On  which  he  mighte  engendren  him  an 

heir. 
And  lede  his  lyf  in  joye  and  in  solas, 
Wher-as  thise  bacheleres  singe  'alias,'  (30) 
Whan  that  they  findcn  any  adversitee  1275 
In  love,  which  nis  but  childish  vanitec. 
And  trewely  it  sit  wcl  to  be  so, 
That  bacheleres  have  often  peyne  and  wo ; 
On  brotel  ground  they  builde,  and  brotel- 

ne«e  1279 

They  finde,  whan  they  wene  sikomesse. 


They  live  but  as  a  brid  or  as  a  beste, 
In  libertee,  and  under  non  areste, 
Ther-as  a  wedded  man  in  his  estaat 
Liveth  a  lyf  blisful  and  ordinaat,         (40) 
Under  the  yok  of  manage  y-bounde  ;    1 285 
Wei  may  his  herte  in  joye  and  blisse 

habounde. 
For  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf? 
Who  is  so  trewe,  and  eek  so  ententyf 
To  kepe  him,  syk  and  hool,  as  is  his  make ? 
For  wele  or  wo,  she  wol  him  nat  forsake. 
She  nis  nat  wery  him  to  love  and  serve, 
Thogh  that  he  lye  bedrede  til  he  sterve. 
And  yet  somme  clerkes  aeyn^  it  nis  nat  so, 
Of  whiche  he,  Theofraste,  is  oon  of  tho.  (50) 
What  force  thoughTheofraste  liste  lye  ?  1 295 
*Ne  take  no  W3rf,'  quod  he,  *for  hous- 

bondrye. 
As  for  to  spare  in  houshold  thy  dispence; 
A  trewe  servant  dooth  more  diligence, 
Thy  good  to  kepe,  than  thyn  owene  wyf. 
For  she  wol  clayme  half  part  al  hir  lyf ;  1  ,^oo 
And  if  that  thou  be  syk,  so  god  me  save, 
Thy  verray  frcndes  or  a  trewe  knave 
Wol  kepe  thee  bet  than  she  that  waitethay 
After  thy  good,  and  hath  don  many  a  day.' 
And    if   thou    take    a  wyf  un-to  thj'n 

hold,  (61)  [T.  om, 

Ful    lightly    maystow     been     a     coko- 

wold.  1306  [T.  om. 

This  sentence,  and  an  hundred  thinges 

worse, 
Wryteth  this  man,  ther  god  his  bones 

corse  ! 
But  take  no  kepe  of  al  swich  vanitee  ; 
Deffye  Theofraste  and  herke  me.  13 10 

A  wyf  is  goddos  yifte  verraily ; 
Alle  other  maner  yiftes  hardily, 
As  londes,  rentes,  pasture,  or  commune. 
Or  nioebles,  alle  ben  yiftes  of  fortune,   (70} 


6i4 


Z^^  tmUtiut^  ZakB. 


Tluit  ikftsson  fts  A  Bli*Klwe  tipon  a  wnl.    1.115 
But  dredcileea,  if  pluyialjr  speka  I  slukl^ 
A  wyf  wol  lasU*,  and  in  tbyn  booA  ^adoj^^ 
WpI  Jenger  tbnn  tlieo  liBt,  paraventuja. 

MariAge  u  Ai  ful  gret  mcTemeat ; 
Hd  whieh  that  Jiatli  no  vyf,  I  lioldA  Ij^ 

I  Bpekii  oi'  folk  in  socTi.lf!r  c*«taAt. 
And  horkowby,  Isoy  nat  thisfoTno|fht,^79) 
That  ^omm^n  is  Ibr  tnjuinealielp  ^^-wrfsjfht* 
The  hya  god ,  whan  lie  baddo  Aflani.  maked. 
And  eangh  liim  al  allone,  Iwly-naked^  i^i6 
God  of  hut  ^eUi  goodnesHc  fie^^'de  than^ 
^Lat  na  now  make  an  b(4p  un-to  tlila  mnii 
Lyk  to  him-ftelf;'  and  tlianne  be  made 
liim  Eve,  tjjg. 

Heor  mAy  j^o  se,  and  ho€.i^l3Ff  taay  y©  pruF^, 
That  wyt  Ls  mAunes  help  and  his  f^cmibrt^ 
HiM  i>ara<ljs  terr^^ro  and  hb  diflFpoH 
So  boxom  and  so  vertnous  is  xhe^ 
They  moete  tiedes  liro  in  nnit«e.  (ga)  1J134 
O  fl«flh  thej"  lieotit  and  o  flesh,  ns  I  geese, 
Hath  but  on  Ubrto^  in  weld  And  in  diftres^, 

A  wyf  I  a  !  Soint^  Marie,  b^'cii^  ! 
How  mjj^bte  a  man  ban  sny  adv^raiteo 
That  hath  n  wyf7  oertjss,  I  can  nat  bbj&i^^ 
Th^blifiSt^whirh  that  i.'^bitwbke  bemtweye 
Thor  mKiy  n^f  tH»njjt?  t«dk\  or  hcrte  tJiinko. 


Xh«y  b«en  sv  ttwmt  i^imI  Utnt^wltli^ 


For  whiolt,  if  thqa  woU  workeu  nv  |i# 
wyse.  Ttiu 

Do  alwey  so  na  wonunan  -vrol  thett  r«ui«^ 

Lo,  liow  that  Ja<M>b,  aa  thiM*  rJ^^rkif 
rede, 
fty  g-ocxl  oonfiotl  nf  hia  modc^r  Bdbdtkc, 
Bond  die  kideafikin  aWtitc  his  tif^kke;i  !«:< 
Hinrghwhicli  hisfuili^qltDniiioan  htf  vte 

I^>,  Jndith,  as  tbi4  storiia  c*ek  to  lie  cai^i 
By  wyi  o«]inseil  she  godd^  p?p^l^  kt*pte. 
And  alow  bim,  01ofernia«,  whyl  he  sLe|it» 

Lo  Ahigayl,  ^xy  good  oonaeil  how  aha  u«9 
SiiiTed  hir  htmabond  Nabal^  whan  ihsk  V 
Sholdc  han  be  Bkyn ;  and  tok«.  Sifter  iil»> 
By  ^rood  conseil  delivered  out  of  wo 
The  p«prle  of  g<Ml,  and  nuulo  hia^  ]|i^ 

dcK?hpe, 
Of  A$sU(?re  enhaunoed  for  to  lie»         (ijo} 

Ther  tiis  nothing  in  grfie  super1aty^ij0 
As  Btiith  Set)  ok,  fthfrtno  an  hnmblei  wyf. 

Suffr©  thy  wyvea  t*™^,  as  Oatoa  bit ; 
Sho  «hal  fKinmndej  and  thoti  «halt  tufi^ 


I 

I 


It: 


And  y^jt  Kho  wol  oJ>eyo  rrf'  curtci<y6^ 
A  wyf  is  kt^per  <if  th3Ti  bdUBlKtiidTye ;  1 
Wol  may  tho  Ryko  man  liiwaillo  And  wv.pfli 
Thor-ftS  th^r  ni.ii  im  ^Tru^ftht^  lums  t'>  kep' 
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And  almost,  god  wot,  on  my  i)itte8  biinke  ; 
Ux>-on  my  8<mle  somwhat  moste  I  thinke. 
I  have  my  body  folily  despended ;       (159) 
Blessed  be  god,  that  it  shal  been  amended ! 
For  I  wol  be,certe3ni,  a  wedde<l  man,  1405 
And  that  anoon  in  al  the  haste  I  can, 
Un-to  Bom  mayde  fair  and  tendre  of  age. 
I  prey  jrow,  shai^oth  for  my  mariage 
Al  s«Mieynly,  for  I  wol  nat  abyde ; 
And  I  wol  fonde  t'espyen,  on  my  syde,  1410 
To  whom  I  may  be  wedded  hastily, 
lint  for-«0-mnche  as  ye  ben  mo  than  I, 
Ye  shnllen  rather  swich  a  thing  espyen 
Than  I,  and  whor  me  l)est  were  to  all^'on. 
But  o  thing  wamo  I  yow,  my  freondes 

dero,  (171)  1415 

I  wol  non  old  wyf  han  in  no  manorc. 
She  shal  nat  juissc  twenty  ycer,  certayn ; 
Old  fish  and  yong  flesh  wolde  I  have  fol 

fayn. 
Bet  is,'  qnod  he,  *  a  pyk  than  a  pikorel ; 
And  bet  than  ol<l  l)oef  is  tlie  tendre  veel. 
I  wol  no  womman  thritty  yeer  of  age,  1421 
It  is  Imt  bene-straw  and  greet  forage. 
And  eek  thiso  olde  widwos,  god  it  woot, 
They  c<inno  so  mnchel  craft  on  Wades 

l)Oot,  (180) 

So  mnchel  broken  harm,  whan  that  hem 

leste,  14^5 

That  with  hem  shohio  I  never  live  in  roste. 
For  sondiy  scolos  maken  sotil  clerkis  ; 
Womman  of  manye  scoles  half  a  clerk  is. 
Bnt  certeynly,  a  yong  thing  may  men  gye. 
Right  as  men  may  warm  wex  with  handes 

plye.  1430 

Whert'ore  I  sey  yow  plejmly,  in  a  clause, 
I  wol  non  old  wyf  han   right  for  this 

caasc.  (i8«) 

For  if  s«i  were,  I  hadde  swich  mischaunce, 
Tliat  I  in  hir  no  coudc  lian  n<»  pl(^saunce, 
Thanne  sholde  I  lode  my  lyf  in  avontrj'o. 
And  go  stroight  to  the  d<jvt»l,  whan  I  tlye. 
No  children  sholdo  I  none  up-on  hir  gct«n; 
Yet  were  me  lover  houudes  had  mo  eton, 
Than  that  myn  heritage  shoMo  falle  1439 
In  straungo  hand,  and  thiH  I  tcUyow  alio. 
I  dote  nat,  I  woot  the  cause  why 
If  en  sholde  we<l<io,  and  fort  hcrmore  wot  I, 
Ther  ipeketh  many  a  man  of  mariage. 
That  woot  na-more  of  it  than  woot  my 

page,  (««»)  1444 


For  whiche  causes  man  sholde  take  a  wyf. 
If  he  ne  may  nat  liven  chast  his  \yfj 
Take  him  a  wyf  with  greet  devocioun. 
By-cause  of  levefVxl  prooroacioun 
Of  children,  to  th*ononr  of  god  above. 
And  nat  only  for  paramour  or  love ;    1451^ 
And  for  they  sholde  lecheiye  eschue, 
And  yelde  hir  dettes  whan  that  they  ben 

due; 
Or  for  that  ech  of  hem  sholde  helpen 

other  (209) 

In  meschief,  as  a  suster  shal  the  brother ; 
And  live  in  chastitoe  ful  holily.  1455 

But  sires,  by  your  leve,  that  am  nat  I. 
For  god  be  thanked,  I  dar  make  avaunt, 
I  felo  my  limes  stark  and  snffisaunt 
To  do  al  that  a  man  bilongeth  to ; 
I  woot  my-selven  best  what  I  may  do.  1460 
Tliough  I  be  hoor,  I  fare  as  dooth  a  tree 
That  blosmeth  er  that  trujt  y-woxen  be ; 
A  bloomy  tree  nis  neither  drye  ne  deed. 
I  fele  me  nowher  hoor  but  on  myn  heed ; 
Myn  herto  and  alle  my  limes  been  as 

grene  (2^1)  1465 

As  lauror  thurgh  the  yeer  is  for  to  sono. 
And  sin  that  ye  han  herd  al  myn  entente, 
I  prey  yow  to  my  wil  ye  wole  assente.' 

Diverse  men  diversely  him  tolde 
Of  mariage  manye  ensamples  olde.     1470 
Somme  blamed   it,  somme    preysed    it, 

certejm; 
But  atte  laste,  shortly  for  to  seyn, 
As  al  day  falleth  alteicaoloon  1473 

Bit  wizen  fkvendes  in  disputisoan,      (230) 
Ther  fil  a  stryf  bitwixe  his  bretheren  twrt, 
Of  whiche  that  oon  was  oleped  Placebo, 
Justinus  soothly  called  was  that  other. 
PUoebo  seyde,  'o  Jftnnarie,  brother, 
Fnl  litel  nede  had  jb,  my  lord  so  dero, 
Conseil  to  axe  of  any  that  is  here  ;      14^ 
But  that  ye  been  so  ftd  of  sapience. 
That   3row  ne  lyketh,  for  your   heigho 

prudence, 
To  weyven  fro  the  word  of  Salomon. 
This  word  seyde  he  nn-to  us  evorichon  : 
*'  Wirk  alle  thing  by  conseil,"  thus  seyde 

he,  (Ml)  i4«5 

(*  And  ♦i»^"^«*  theltow  nat  repento  thoe.'' 
Bat  thou^  that  Salomon    spuk  swich 

a  mxra, 
Ifyn  onrane  den  brother  and  my  lord. 
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So  ^\isly  tr«»(l  my  s<»ulc  I'rint^.-  iit  rf'stf, 
I  hoM  y«'urowi'niT"H.s«'iJ  istlifl.esU\  i4«/> 
Knr  lin.flur  iiiyn,  .)t  im-  tak  this  motyf, 
I  iuiv<>  iicw  Ih.u  u  ounrt-iiijin  ul  my  lyt*. 
\ii'l  ^r«'.l  it  \\o4.t.  tli«.u;;h  r  unworthy  }»»', 
r  liMVf  St. .11. It'll  ill  till  tir>'tx  ih-izvoo.       rJ5ui 
A?..»ut«  II  loi.ii  .s  oi  ml  hi.-i'^h  t'Stjuit. :      141)5 
V.  t   li.ii.li;    1    lu.'N.r   with    iiiM.n  <.t"  hem 

.U  J.Mat. 
I  in'V<  r  hi'iu  «<«iitraritil.  tn  \v«l,\  ; 
I  woot  \v.  1  that  u.y  lonl  <aii  mort' thiui  I. 
Wiiat  that  li<-  s<ith.   I  hohU*  it  iVrrm'  ami 

stal.l.-; 
I  *<»'y<:  thi'  sjiiiir,  or  » Ih-*  thiiiij  soinhhiblo. 
A  till  jrii-t  l«M.l  is  any  <on<rill«»itr.  1501 

Tlia?  vrrvftli  airy  l-'i-l  <.t  h«'i;;h  hon<»iir, 
Tlia*  .iar  im  «<iniM  .  or  .-H.-s  th<'nk<'ii  it, 
That    ]:•<   (oiis.il   >hoI.h-   i>asH>  his  lonloH 

wit.  -•(«>■ 

N.iy,  h-nliS  hcj.n  110  t^lis.  hy  my  fay:  i.i^o.s; 
\'f  Iiaii  ><»r.r-S('l\»'n  slu'wi.-ri  h<'<T  t«»-«hiy 
So  IjciltIi  >.i;t.  II'  «•.  So  holily  aii.l  wi'i-l, 
That   I  i-o;;>i  ii:i-aj.tl  <  oiiii-rmc  fVi-ry-th'i'l 
Vour  woi  .iis!  aih-.  aipi  your  «»jiinioan.  i5«)«i 
My  LTo'l,  tinr  nis  110  n.an  in  al  this  toun 
Nil.  al  Ita'.'.U'.  that  1  ..JvU'  hi-t  lian  <;ay«l  : 
Cri^t  halt  him  •»!  thi^  ^'ounril  wol  ni»ay<l. 
.Vii'l  ti.\Mly,  it  i<<  ar.  In  i<:li  «.orap« 
or  nuy  mjin,  t];;it  ?^Tapoa  is  In  age,      isju. 
Tm  UikG  a  V'lnc  wyl';  livuiy  t'nrler  kin 


Wlier  she  1h^  wys,  or  ft^brc.   <>r  dn^nkc- 
lowe,  '  2^) 

(h-  |in»u»l,  or  olles  «»ther-we>-8  a  shrcwe 
A  thy«lcslor,  or  M'astour  of  thy  ^'KhI,  if;; 
Or  rirho,  or  jMxin-,  tir  ellos  mtmnish  w^-hI. 
Al-l>L'-it  st>  tliat  no  inun  fimleu  shnl 
N<Kin   in    this  worM  that   trotteth  h'*\ 

in  <il, 
Ni"  man  no  Itccst,  swich  as  nu-n  cU'-ic 

«h«\\\-s«.> ; 
IJiit  natholros,  it  ophte  y-n«»ni?li  sufti-sc  ir^i  * 
With  any  wyf,  il'so  wi-r*;  that  6.]ie  had-ir 
3fo  ptKli!  thewes  tlian  hir  vyvoa  Uidlo . 
Ami  al  tliia  axoth  h\vj*or  tVir  t'l-niinen.'. 

I   For  {;<k1  it  w«Mr»t.  1  hav«-  \%«.-i>t  many  a  i-.n 
Vn\  I'rivfly,  sin  lliavi-  lia«I  a  w-yf.  :  ^1  1^.? 

1  Prf-ys*'  wh«>-R«»  woh;  a  woibh-*!  inann»sh-f, 

!  (Vrtiiin,  I  ihu\o  in  it  hnt  oust  anil  <-«iV-. 

'   An«l  <»hsfrr\'an('f8,  ot'iilh^  Mi:?<i'S  lutre.  lu'i 

'   An»l  yj't.  jr<«l  w«M»t,  mynoiirh»-h*.ri-!*ft1»""t-'. 

!   Ami  uami'ly  ot"  wonuniMi  many  a  routo. 

I  Seyn  that  I  havo  the  ino.stt'  stf^lrfast  vyf. 

I   An<l  i-«.-k  the  moki'fite  <M»n  that  hiTith  ht'. 

j   But    I  Wot  iM^st  -wlier  wrinfjoth  me  my 

I  sho.  :...,l 

I    Vo  mow»>,  tor  mo,  ripht  a.**  y«»wlykoth.i '•; 
!  Avysi'th  yow.  ye  Ik'ou  a  man  ofaij,'.     i-r, 
'   How  that  y*'  r-ntrrn  in-to  mariaiTi*, 
Ani^l  iinius'ly  \v\th  a  ^■inip  wsf  an*.!  a  lAir» 
My  laiiu  Chat  yUiJtJ  v^atJ-r^  rrtho',  and*  lift 


T.  945»-95a4-] 


E.    Z^t  (niarc^antee  Zah. 


617 


Heigh  fantaoye  and  corioos  bisinesse 
Fro  day  to  day  gan  in  the  soole  impresse 
Of  Jauoarie  abonte  his  manage. 
If  any  fair  shap,  and  many  a  fair  visage 
Ther  passeth  thorgh  his  herto,  night  by 

night.  (337)  «58« 

As  who-so  toke  a  miroor  polished  bright, 
And  sette  it  in  a  commune  market-place, 
Than  sholde  he  see  many  a  flgore  pace 
By  his  mironr ;  and,  in  the  same  wyso, 
Gan  Jannarie  inwith  his  thoght  dev>'8e 
Of  maj-dens,  whiche  that  dvrelten  him 

bisyde.  15S7 

He  wiste  nat  wher  that  he  mighte  abyde. 
For  if  that  oon  have  beautee  in  hir  face, 
Another  stant  so  in  the  peples  grace  1590 
For  hir  sadnesso,  and  hir  benignitee, 
That  of  the  peplo  grettest  voys  hath  she. 
And  snmme  were  riche,  and  hadden  badde 

name.  (349) 

Bat  nathelees,  bitwixe  emest  and  game, 
Ho  atte  laste  apoynted  him  on  oon,     1595 
And    leet  alio    othere    from   his    horte 

goon, 
And  chees  hir  of  his  owono  nactoritee  ; 
For  love  is  blind  al  day,  and  may  nat  see. 
And   whan  that  he  w»a  in  his  bed  y- 

broght. 
He  purtreyiKl,  in  his  herto   an<l   in  his 

thoght,  i6uo 

Hir  fresshe  beautee  and  hir  ago  tendro, 
Hir  myddel  smal,  hir  armes  longe  and 

Bclendre, 
Hir  wj'se  govemaunce,  hir  gentillesse, 
Hir  wommanly  beringe  ami  hir  sadnesse. 
And  whan    that    he    on    hir  was  con- 
descended, (361)  1605 
Him  thoughte  his  chois  mighte  nut  ben 

amended 
For  whan  that  he  him-self  concluded 

hadde. 
Him  thoughte  ech  other  manncs  wit  so 

badde. 
That  inpoflsible  it  were  to  rcplye 
Agayn  his  chois,  this  was  his  fantasyo.  1610 
His  freendes  sente  he  to  at  his  instaunco. 
And  preyed  hem  to  doon  him  that  i>los- 

aunce, 
That  hastily  they  wolden  to  him  come ; 
He  wolde  abregge  hir  labour,  alle  and 
(370)  1614 


Xedeth  na-more  for  him  to  go  ne  ryde, 
He  was  ai>oynted  ther  he  wolde  abyde. 

Placebo  cam,  and  eek  his  freendes  sone, 
And  alderfirst  he  bad  hem  alle  a  bone. 
That  noon  of  hem  none  argumentes  make 
Agayn  the  purpos  which  that  he  hath 

take ;  1620 

*  Which  purpos  was  plesant  to  god,'  seyde 

he, 
^  And  verray  ground  of  his  proeperitee.* 
He  seyde,  ther  was  a  mayden  in  the 

toun, 
Which  that  of  beautee  hadde  greet  re- 
noun,  (380) 
Al  were  it  so  she  were  of  smal  degree ;  16^5 
Snffyseth  him  hir  3routhe  and  hir  beautee. 
Which  mayde,  he  sej'de,  he  wolde  han  to 

his  wyf. 
To  lede  in  ese  and  holinesso  his  lyf. 
And  thanked  god,  that  ho  mighte  han 

hire  al,  16^9 

That  no  wight  of  his  blisse  parten  shal. 
And  preyde  hem  to    labouren    in    this 

nede. 
And  shapen  that  he  faille  nat  to  spodo  ; 
For  thanno,  he  seyde,  his  spirit  was  at  ese. 
'  Thanne  is,*  quoil  he,  *  no-thing  may  me 

displese,  (390)  1634 

Save  o  thing  priketh  in  my  conscience, 
The  which  I  wol  reheroe  in  your  prest^nce. 
I  have,*  quod  he,  *  herd  seyd,  ftil  yore 

ago, 
Ther  may  no  man  han  parfito  blisses  two, 
Tliis  is  to  sejre,   in    erthe  and  eek    in 

hevcnp. 
For  though  ho  kepe  him  fro  the  siunes 

sovene,  1640 

And  eek  from  every  branche  of  thilko 

tree. 
Yet  is  ther  so  parfit  feliciteo. 
And  so  greet  ese  and  lust  in  mariagc,  (399) 
That  ever  I  am  agiist,  now  in  m3m  age. 
That  I  shal  lede  now  so  mery  a  Ij-f,     1645 
So  delicat,  with-outen  wo  and  strj'f, 
That  I  shal  have  myn  hevene  in  erthe 

hore. 
Ft)r  sith  that  verray  hevene  ia  lioght  so 

dere. 
With  tribulacioun  and  greet  |»euaunre. 
How  sholde  I  thanne,  that  live  in  swirh 

plesaunce  1650 
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Am  ulli"  \viiMc<i  nun  Wmh  with  liir  wyvis, 
('<.in.!  t«»  th«'  Mi.«s»'  tlu-r  ^rist  ctt-rno  <»u 

lyvf  i^i? 
This  is  my  <lriMh-.  aii«l  >«',   my  hrfthoren 

A'i^oill.rh  iiH"  tliis  «|\ii.-sti«»iiu.  I  jirow.' 

.histijir4.s.  \\hi<h  tJiat  haTi-iUiisti'lyt',  1655 
AusNv.nlu  auoij,  ri;j:lit  in  liis  .jaiM-ry*' ; 
Anil  for  hv  \\*>hU'  his  lonjjo  talo  ahroggc. 
He  wuMe  lUKin  juvtoritco  ulU'CK*',         t^»5X 
But  s»y<h\  'sirf,  S'»  th«r  ho  ii«>*^»n  ohst;icl»! 
(•»h.M-  tlian  this,  t^^l  «.lliis  liyo  inirarl«^ 
Ainl  «•!  his  mrny  may  sc  li-r  yow  win-ho. 
That,    rr    vt-    hav.*   y<«ur    rijrht    of    h«>ly 

chii.-li..,  .41s- 

V('  nia.\   i»  I'l'iit"-  <•!  ucthhil  maniU'.^J  lyl. 
hi  whii  h  >('  s.-.\  n  tin  r  is  n«»  wo  in-  stryl". 
Aurl  •Ihs.  ^...l  lorl-t  -U-  hut  h«'  si'iite      1M.5 
.\  wiMi.lc'l  man  liim  Lrra««-  to  n-poiito 
\V«  I  ojt.'  rath*  r  than  a  s«  ii^rh-  man! 
v.'.. I  till  rton-.  siif.  tile  iK'st-  r.-o<l  I  <'an, 
[>i-|'«.li.'  ><'\\    i.o^'ht.    hut    have    in    y«»ur 

n  <  ii:"fi<-.  i(f>^>} 

raiaiinti  v  <]\v  M.:«y  Iw-  y<»ur  inir^it«irit' ! 
Sho    may    ]•!'    tr"'l'hs    nu  ni'.  anil    jr'»«.hl<'S 

^^hil■lM.•; 
Than  shal  your  K..iih'  up  t«»  hov«'ni»  skiiUH- 
S\vilt«T  tlian   ii.».ith   an   arw«*  i»ut   ot"  th«- 

h..\V«-   !  .JJ«j 


Thoy  wrojfhtOH  *»,  hy  sly  unci  wys  trvU-c. 
That  shf-',  this  mnyilon,  which  that  M.iius 

hij^hto, 
Ah  hafttily  iia  ever  t]iut  sho  ini(;ht<^.      .ic-i 
Shjil  w<»(l«li'tl  l»e  iin-to  tbw  Jaiuiario.  i'»«v; 
r  tiMWc  it  wc*n'  t<)  loiigc  yow  t<»  tari»'. 
If  I  yow  toMe  of  every  scrit  and  IkihiI. 
By  which  that  sh»!  was  feff«»<I  iit  hi.H  l'>r.';: 
Or  for  to  litH-kni.n  of  hir  rirlie  army, 
lint  linally  y-cornon  is  the  day  ir^** 

That  t»)  the  <:hirrhc  Initlif  K-  they  m..t.: 
For  to  roccyvt;  the  holy  sai-rruient. 
Forth  fomth  the  i»re«'St.  with  stole  aWn'-^ 

hJH  nckko,  4S';' 

\n«l  lia«l  liir  hi:  lyk  Sarra  and  lU-l-'kk*'. 
In  \vis<lom  and  in  tr«»nthe  of  Diarisup.- : 
\nd  .si'yilc  his  on-?«»ns.  a.s  is  us;i!;«.'.       1?" 
Anil  croinlifd  hem,  ami  lintl  spmI  shoM- 

hl'Ml  hh'SSf, 

And  made  al  siki-r  y-n«ijrh  wiihh«»lin<>j--. 
Thus  hot-n   they  wedded   w'lfh  s^>knii- 

iiitee. 
.And  at  the  teste  sitteth  he  and  she      i":«' 
With  i»ther  worthy  folk  ni»-«.n  thf  d;-^-:. 
.M  iul  of  j<»ye  an<l  hiisso  is  the  i»ali>«. 
.Vn«l  fill  of  in^itrunients  auil  «»f  viraill-. 
The  moste  di-ynti'vous  of  al  Itaille.       .;:>■ 
Ilifo>-n  hern  .st«Kxle  swiche  instminentjs  "*■ 

.si»un,  iris 
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And  of  the  songes  that  the  Muses  songe. 
To  smal  is  bothe  thy  penne,  and  eek  thy 

tonge,  (49^)  1736 

For  to  descryven  of  this  manage. 
Whan  tendre  yoathe  hath  wedded  stoup- 

ingage, 
Ther  is  swich  mirthe  that  it  may  nat  be 

writen; 
Assayeth  it  yonr-selff  than  may  ye  witen 
If  that  I  lye  or  noon  in  this  matere.  1741 
Mains,  that  sit  with  so  benigne  a  chere, 
Hir  to  biholde  it  semed  fayCryfi  ;  (499) 
Qoene  Ester  loked  never  vrith  swich  an  yQ 
On  Assoer,  so  meke  a  look  hath  she.  1745 
I  may  yow  nat  devyse  al  hir  beautee ; 
But  thus  muche  of  hir  beautee  telle  I 

may, 
That  she  vras  lyk  the  brighte  morwe  of 

May, 
Folfild  of  alle  beautee  and  plesaunce. 

This  Januarie  is  ravisshed  in  a  traunce 
At  eveiy  time  he  loked  on  hir  face ;     1751 
But  in  his  herte  he  gan  hir  to  manace, 
That  he  that  night  in  armes  wolde  hir 

streyne 
Harder  than  ever  Paris  dide  Eleyne.  (510) 
But  nathelees,  yet  hadde  he  greet  pitee, 
That  thilke  night  offenden  hir  moste  he ; 
And  thoughte,  *  alias  !  o  tendre  creature ! 
Now  wolde  god  ye  mighte  wel  endure 
Al  my  oorage,  it  is  so  sharp  and  kene  ; 
I  am  agast  ye  shul  it  nat  sustene.       1760 
But  god  forbcde  that  I  dido  al  my  might ! 
Now  wolde  god  that  it  were  woxen  night, 
And  that  the  night  wolde  lasten  evermo. 
I  wolde  that  al  this  peple  were  ago.'  (5^) 
And  finally,  he  doth  al  his  labour,       1765 
As  he  best  mighte,  savinge  his  honour, 
To  haste  hem  fro   the   mete  in  subtil 


The  tyme  cam  that  reson  was  to  rs^se ; 
And  after  that,  men  daunce  and  drinken 

faste,  1769 

And  spyces  al  aboute  the  hous  they  caste ; 
And  ftil  of  joye  and  blisse  is  every  man ; 
All  bat  a  squyer,  highto  Damian, 
Which  carf  bifom  the  knight  ful  many 

a  day. 
He  was  so  ravisshed  on  his  lady  May,  (530) 
That  for  the  verray  peyne  he  was  ny 

wood ;  1775 


Almost  ho  swelte  and  swowned  ther  he 

stood. 
So  sore  hath  Venus  hurt  him  with  hir 

brond, 
As  that   she    bar  it   daunsinge   in  hir 

bond. 
And  to  his  bed  he  wente  him  hastily ; 
Xa-more  of  liim  as  at  tliis  tyme  speke  I. 
But  ther  I  lete  him  wepe  y-nough  and 

pleyne,  (537)  1781 

Til  frrashe  May  wol  rewen  on  his  peyne. 

O  perilous  iyr,  that  in  the  bedstraw 

bredeth !  Auctor. 

O  famulier  foo,  that  his  servjrce  bedeth  ! 
O  servant  traitour,  false  hoomly  hewe,  1785 
Lyk  to  the  naddre  in  bosom  sly  untrewe, 
Ood  shilde  us  alle  firom  your  aqueynt- 

aunce ! 
O  Januarie,  dronken  in  plesaunce 
Of  manage,  see  how  thy  Damian, 
Thyn  owone  squyer  and  thy  borne  man, 
Entendeth  for  to  do  thee  vileinye.       1791 
Ood  graunte  thee  thyn  hoomly  fo  t'espye. 
For  in  this  world  nis  worse  pestilence  (549) 
Than  hoomly  foo  al  day  in  thy  presence. 
Parfoumed  hath  the    Sonne    his  ark 

diume,  1795 

No  longer  may  the  body  of  him  sojume 
On  th'orisonte,  as  in  that  latitude. 
Night  Mrith  his  mantel,  that  is  derk  and 

rude, 
Oan  oversprede  the  hemisperie  aboute  ; 
For  which  departed  is  this  lusty  route 
Fro  Januarie,  with  thank  on  every  syde. 
Horn  to  hir  houses  lustily  they  ryde,  tSoi 
Wher-as  they  doon  hir  thinges  as  hem 

leste, 
And  whan  they  ^ye  hir  tyme,  goon  to 

reste.  (561)) 

Sone  after  that,  this  hastif  Januarie  1805 
Wolde  go  to  bedde,  he  wolde  no  lenger 

tarie. 
He  drinketh  ipocras,  clarree,  and  vemage 
Of  spyces  bote,  t'encresen  his  corago ; 
And  mauy  a  letuarie  hadde  he  ful  fyn, 
Swiche  as  the  cursed  monk  dan  Con- 

stantjrn  18 10 

Hath  writen  in  his  book  ds  CMtu ;  (567) 
T«>  eten  hem  alle,  he  nas  no-thing  eschu. 
And  to  his  privee  freendes  thus  seyde  he  : 
*  For  goddes  love,  as  sone  as  it  may  be. 
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Ij^t  Tiiytit'U  ftl  tlii^  lions  in  eur+eya  vysoJ' 
And   tlii>v  ium  •■hum  ij|*!it    :ta    he   w*>l 
dtfVj-sw,  iSio 

Mwi  «j  riiikeUfUiiU  UiLtnu^ry  <Vrawe  fviioii ; 
Tlii'  biyile  vvfi^  ljri>H:lit  ii-bedd«!  as  stillo  4t» 

And  ^^Ijiiu  tJiu  ln^il  WiUJ  ivLtk  tlie  pre^st 

OiU  ui    lilt  oliambn:  LrtTh    eviiry   wLglit 
liim  ilTL'sst*!.  iKjo 

And  Jiiu\iQiie  luiMi  lasto  in  amies  talte 
His  frLaslita  M»\;  iiiis  piirsniyB,  his  umke. 
H^  luUttL  hir,  ht^  ki^i^lli  liir  till  orto 
Witlt  tliiUki.'  iirisrlis  i>t  hb  b!?rd  auaofle, 
Lylt  tu  tbt*  skin  li1   buiiiiiJiuih^  flhdrp  aa 
brtre^  (581)  1^15 

For  bo  1^-143  sJinm-  ail  iiuivc  in  his  mmicno. 
Hti  rubiitt]!  liir  si  built  t*  hir  tfimira  Ihco, 
And  34.yilL' tbu^,  'lUIus!  1  iniwit  troBpftco 
Tity<jWf  my sjKJiis^i,  imd  yowi^rijtlyofffsiidiifi 
Er  l>Tmi  CNinc  tbEit  I  wil  dimii  desL^Gudi^ 
But  jiiitlit  bn3.  e<>u^lden4lL  this,'  qQi»i  ho, 
'ThcriiUuiT  wtji-ktiiur],  ^vliiit-si>-t.'ver  be  ha, 
Tbut  may  Ijothe  werko  wl-I  and  biistUii^i 
This  WiliI  Im  dinju  ut  leysyr  imriitly,     (5t^*) 
Tt  13  no  tVurslnf^'  b^ngc  tlnit  w*j  pleye  ^  if*5^ 
III  tnowx  weilbtk  svedib^i{  bt  we  tw^ya  ; 
And  IdL^ase'l   bt!    tin:    y!ik   t licit    wo    been 

iliUtN 


In  ]ii«  ui|?Ut-c&|ipQ,  twd  «itb  his  nekk* 

SliQ  preytetli  nat  bb  plejin^  wortli  m 

bene,  (6io)  t$5# 

Than  soide  he  tbiu,  ^  nay  r^evte  wd  1 1«k«f 
Now  day  ia  eotue,  I  may  no  ]eii|^r  wiikc^' 
And  doun  be  le^'de  bis  beed,  and  «leep 

til  prj-me. 
And  al:lcrwiLrd,  wbim  that  be  mugli  bti 

tj*nio. 
Lip  ryBotb  Jaiiuaric  ;  bnt  fressljo  M»y 
HoklftU  liir  chambne  nn-to  tbo  fourth* 

day,  1^0 

Ah  usage  Is^tf  wyriM  for  tbe  beflip. 
For    ever?*  labotir  aom-tyme  taoat  b«li 

reate, 
Or  L^llea  lon^  may  he  nat  t^ndtxiv  \ 
Tills  is  to  seyn,  no  lyves  croatnre,      [itoi 
Be  it  of  fifib,  or  brid,  ur  hoest ,  or  tnAti,  1*65 

Anctor. 
Now  wol  I  apeke  of  woftU  Bainifin, 
That  langalsohotb  fc^r  love^  ^  y«  ifattl 

here  ; 
Thertf^rp  I  [f|>cke  to  him  in  tbia  manere; 
1  si73^e,  ^  O  selj  Damian,  alias ! 
Answerq  tt*  my  dpmAiiOdei  as  in  thi^  cJUt 
How  iiihidtow  to  tby  laiiy  fni^sbe  May  iH^i 
Ttlle  thy  ^t'LiV  Sbp  woIp  nlw^y  Bcyi?  ^^nay  *^ 
Eek   if  tlmu  spek**,  sbe  wol  thy  vro  lu- 
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The  fourthe  day  complect  flro  noon   to 

noon,  (649) 

Whan  tlmt  the  heighe  masse  was  y-doon, 
In  hulle  sit  this  Janaarie,  and  May     1K95 
As  fresh  as  is  the  brighte  someres  day. 
And  so  bifel,  how  that  this  gode  man 
Hemexnbred  him  upon  this  Damian, 
And  seyde,  *  Seinte  Marie !  how  may  this  be, 
That  Damian  entendeth  nat  to  me  ?   1900 
Is  he  ay  syk,  or  how  may  this  bityde  ? ' 
His  sqnyercs,  whiche  that  stoden  ther 

bisyde,  (658) 

Excused  him  by-canse  of  his  siknesse, 
Which  letted  him  to  doon  his  bisinesse ; 
Noon  other  cause  mighte  make  him  tarie. 
'  Tliat  me  forthinketh,'  quod  this  Jan- 

uarie,  1906 

'  Ho  is  a  gentil  squyer,  by  my  trouthe ! 
1  (that  he  deyde,  it  were  harm  androuthe ; 
He  is  as  w>'8,  discreet,  and  as  socree 
As  any  man  I  woot  of  his  degree  ;       1910 
And  ther-to  manly  and  eek  scrvisable, 
And  for  to  been  a  thrifty  man  right  able. 
But  after  mete,  as  soue  as  ever  I  may, 
I  wol  my-self  visyte  him  and  eek  May, 
To  doon  him  al  the  confort  that  I  can.' 
And  for  that  wonl  him  blessed  every  man. 
That,  of  his  bountee  and  his  gentillesse. 
He  wolde  so  oonforten  in  siknesse      (674) 
His  sqnyer,  for  it  was  a  gentil  dcde. 
Dame/  quod  this  Januarie,  *tak  good 

hcde,  1920 

At-after  mote  ye,  with  your  wommen  alle, 
Wlian  ye  han   been  in  chambre  out  of 

this  halle. 
That  alle  ye  go  see  this  Damian ; 
Doth  him  disport,  he  is  a  gentil  man ;  (680) 
And  toUeth  him  that  I  wol  him  visyte. 
Have  I  no-thing  but  rested  me  a  lyte ; 
And  spede  yow  taste,  for  I  wole  abyde 
Til  that  ye  slepe  faste  by  my  syde.' 
And  with  that  word  he  gan  to  him  to  calle 
A  squyer,  that  was  marchal  of  his  halle. 
And  toldo  him  certeyn  thinges,  what  he 

wolde.  19^1 

This  fresshe  May  hath  streight  hir  wey 

y-holde, 
With  alio  hir  wommen,  un-to  Damian. 
Doon  by  his  beddes  syde  sit  she  than,  (690  > 
Confortinge  him  as  goodly  as  she  may. 
This  Damian,  whan  that  his  tynio  he  say. 


In  secree  wise  his  purs,  and  eek  his  bille. 
In  which  that   ho  y-writen  hadde  his 

wiUe,  J938 

Hath  put  in-to  hir  hand,  with-outen  more. 
Save  that  ho  syketh  wonder  dope  and  sore, 
And  soflely  to  hir  right  thus  seyde  he : 
'  Mercy !  and  that  ye  nat  discovere  me ; 
For  I  am  deed,  if  that  this  thing  be  kid.' 
This  purs  hath  she  inwith  hir  bosom  hid, 
And  wente  hir  wey ;  ye  gete  namore  of  me. 
But  un-to  Januarie  y-comen  is  she,    1946 
That  on  his  beddes  syde  sit  ful  softe.  (703) 
Ho  taketh  hir,  and  kissoth  hir  ful  ofte. 
And  leyde  him  doun  to  slepe,  and  that 

anon. 
She  feyned  hir  as  that  she  moste  gon  1950 
Thcr-as  ye  woot  that  every  wight  mot 

node. 
And  whan  she  of  this  bille  hath  taken 

hede. 
She  rente  it  al  to  clontes  atte  laste, 
And  in  tho  privee  softely  it  caste.       (710) 
Who  studieth  now  but  faire  fresshe 

May?  1955 

Adoun  by  olde  Januarie  she  lay. 
That  sleep,  til  that  the  cougho  hath  him 

awake<l ; 
Anon  he  preyde  hir  strepen  hir  al  naked ; 
He  wolde  of  hir,  he  sejrde,  han  som  ple- 

saunce, 
And  seyde,  hir  clothes  dide  him  encom- 

braunce,  1960 

And  she  obeyeth,  be  hir  lief  or  looth. 
But  lest  that  i)recious  folk  be  with  me 

wrooth. 
How  that  he  wroghte,  I  dar  nat  to  yow 

telle ; 
Or  whether  hir  thoughte  it  jiaradys  or 

helle ;  (720) 

But  here  I  lete  hem  werken  in  hir  wyse 
Til  evensong  rong,  and  that  they  moste 

aryse.  1966 

Were  it  by  destinee  or  aventure, 
Were  it  by  influence  or  by  nature. 
Or  coustellacion,  that  in  swich  estat 
Tlie  hevene  stood,  that  tyme  fortunat  1970 
Was  for  to  putte  a  bille  of  Venus  werkes 
(For  alle  thing  hath  tyme,  as  seyn  thise 

clerkes) 
To  any  womman,  for  to  gete  hir  love, 
1  can  nat  seye ;  but  grete  god  above,  (730) 
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Z^t  Canf^rfiurj  Z<ikB, 


[t,  984^^-9930. 


Tliftt  knrvwetb  tlmi  noii  aril  is  eanfifllHSt 
Ho  (I^nie  m  ttl,  f<»r  T  w^kl  ImMo  my  fipwi. 
But  Rooth  13  this,  hnw  that  this  irosali** 

May  T*)77 

Hftfh  take  srwich  imprpisfimn  that  dny, 
y'H'  piJf+T'  of  till!!  ftyki*  r^aniiHll, 
That  Irpm  liir  litnrro  aht^  11  f^  dryv^e  can  1980 
Thn  rf^iiitmilfratinc**  fVir  to  ihw^n  liim  pse. 
'Ceirttiyii/ thfti^htfl  shw,  '  wluim  thnt  this 

tlihiif  disjilf'soi 
T  rpkkfi  TiMj^ht,  for  herfl  T  htm  Eueni*^^ 
To  liivp  liim  Ifj-^fft  uf^RTiy  rri^ttturPn        (74^) 
T  hou jfh  hp  Ti  ii<-  n V  trp  h  n^  h  1  e  ^  h  iin  his  »b^irte. ' 
l^n  pitpp  rciLtjf'th  finnfi  in  {jf^iitil  harts. 

Hiif  r  nmy  yo  3*'  h'^w  Pxr^iU^nt  fraiicliy»« 
In    wiitnmon  is,  wlmn    th(?y   hem    nurw* 

Rflm  t^Timt  is.  as  thtr  1*  many  oon, 

Til  lit  huth  an  herte  us  Irani  afi  Any  utooiit 

Whif'h  Willie   bati  lete  Jnm  at  erven  in 

I  111'  pMrp>  iQQi 

WpI  mtliiir  thun   han   prfiuntfln"]  him  hir 

prurt ; 
And  lum  ri^Jn^-Fen  in  liir  rrEiijl  piydo^ 
An<t  rt'klvO  nuT  t*i  hfn.^n  an  hfariicyde.  1750) 
This  i^ontil  May,  inlJilleil  of  piteeT   19^>,S 
ni^lit  ot  ]iir  hantlo  11  h-ttiv  made  she, 
In  vi'liij-h  she  ^mimte^th  him  hir  verrny 


He  ]f$  no  pleaant  tiii-to  evffiy  msn,        artf^ 

{For  cTaft  is  »1,  who-no  that  do  it  wm) 
That  evflpy  wight  ia  fRyn  to  ff]}ek«  him 

Rood; 
And  fully  to  hia  hidy  fcnkee  he  fftwid. 
Thtie  lete  T  Dnmian  abonte  hia  n^e, 
Anfi  in  my  tale  forth  1  woit  procede.   xun 

8oimn©  cJerkeft  h olden  that  felic>it«e 
Stant  in  drfyt,  anil  th^rfifor  cert€c™  h*\ 
This  tiidslo  Janii&riet  with  at  hi*  mi^t. 
In  honest  wyso,  a«  limgwth  t*>  a  knight. 
Sihooji  him  to  hreful  delirir>na!y,  (tWi)  jot*< 
His  h^msin^,  his  MTAy»  ii4»  honHBtly 
To  his  degr^ifl  VtAS  mskni  nff  a  kingvsfs. 
Amnn^^s  nth<Mr*  of  his  honest  t hinges. 
He  made  a  (^vdin^  wnllod  a  I  with  sttxin  ; 
St  I  fair  a  pirdin  woot  I  nowher  noon,  jnm 
For  out  of  dontfs  T  vprm  ily  aappoae. 
That  he  that  wpoot  the  Romanee  of  the 

Roee 
Xe  coude  of  it  th<*  heautae  wel  devyie  ; 
Np  PriapuH  ne  mi|rbte  nat  mfFysp,      (tijo)   ^ 
Though    h©    he  god   of  gArdinft,   for  to 

telto  ,  jo(5 

Th«  beantee  of  th«  ^rdin  «iid  the  w«ll«, 
That  stood  nnd^r  a  lauret  Hlw«y  sreoe. 
¥\i\  oftp  tyme  ho,  Pinto,  and  hia  qnene, 
Pn^STTpiiiia,  and  id  liir  i'tiyfTyo 
Bwpfirten  hem  and  mnkf  n  ifhrdiKJye    sn^/n 
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Auctor. 
O  sodeyn  hap,  o  tlioa  fortune  instable, 
Lyk  to  the  scorpionn  so  deoeivable, 
That  flaterest  with  thyn  heed  when  thon 

wolt  stinge ; 
Thy  tayl  is  doeth,  thni^h  thyn  envoni- 

minge.  1060 

O  hrotil  joye  !  o  swete  venim  queynte  ! 
O  monstre,  that  so  snbtilly  canst  peynte 
Thy  yiftes,  nnder  hewe  of  stedfastnesse, 
That  thou  decoy  vest  bothe  more  and  lesse ! 
WTiy  hastow  Janoarie  thus  decejrved,  (8a  i) 
Tliat  haddest  him  for  thy  fdl  frend  re- 

cejrved  ?  ao66 

And  now  thou  hast  biraft  him  bothe  hise 

yen, 

For  sorwe  of  which  de^yreth  he  to  dyen. 

Alias !  this  noble  Jannario  free, 
Amidde  Iiis  Inst  and  liis  prosperitee,  3070 
Is  woxen  blind,  and  that  al  sodeynly. 
He  wepoth  and  he  wayleth  pitonsly ; 
And  ther-with-al  the  fyr  of  jalonsye,  (829) 
Lest  that  his  wyf  sholde  falle  in  som  folye, 
80  brent«  his  herte,  that  he  wolde  fayn  2075 
That  som  man  bothe  him  and  hir  had 

slayn. 
F«ir  noithor  aft«r  his  deeth,  nor  in  his  lyf, 
Ne  wohle  he  that  she  were  love  ne  wyf, 
Bnt  ever  live  as  widwe  in  clothes  blake. 
Soul  as  the  turtle  that  lost  hath  hir  make. 
Bnt  atte  laste,  after  a  monthe  or  tweye, 
His  sorwe  gan  aswage,  sooth  to  seye ;  3082 
For  whan  he  wiste  it  may  noon  other  be, 
He  paciently  took  his  adversitee ;       (840) 
Sa\'e,  out  of  doute,  he  may  nat  forgoon 
Tliat  he  nas  jalous  evermore  in  oon  ; 
'N^'hich  jalonsye  it  was  so  outrageous, 
Tlukt  neither  in  halle,n*in  noon  other  hous, 
Ne  in  noon  other  place,  never-the-mo. 
He  nolde  eufTre  hir  for  to  rydo  or  go,  3090 
Bnt-if  that  he  had  hand  on  hir  alway ; 
For  which  ful  ofte  wei)eth  freoshe  May, 
That  loveth  Damian  so  benignoly. 
That  she  mot  outher  dyen  sodeynly,  (850) 
Or  elles  she  mot  han  him  as  hir  loste  ;  2095 
She  wayteth  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breste. 

Up-on  that  other  syde  Damian 
Bicomen  is  the  sorwefnlleste  man 
Tliat  ever  was ;  for  neither  night  ne  day 
Ke  mighte  he  speke  a  woinl  to  fresshe 
May,  a  100 


As  to  his  purpos,  of  no  swioh  matere, 
But-if  that  Januarie  moste  it  here, 
That  hadde  an  hand  up-on  hir  evermo. 
But  nathelees,  by  wryting  to  and  fro  (86o> 
And   privee   signes,  wiste  he  what  she 
mente ;  2105 

And  she  knew  eok  the  fyn  of  his  entente. 

Auctor. 
O  Januarie,  what  mighte  it  thee  availle, 
Thou  mightest  see  as  fer  asshippes  saille  ? 
For  also  good  is  blind  deoeyved  be. 
As  be  deceyved  whan  a  man  may  see.  21 10 
Lo,  Argus,  which  that  hadde  an  hondred 

For  al  that  ever  he  coude  poure  or  pryen, 
Yet  was  he  blent ;  and,  god  wot,  so  ben 

mo. 
That  wenen  wisly  that  it  be  nat  so.    (870) 
Passe  over  is  an  ese,  I  sey  na-more.     2115 
This  fresshe  May,  that  I  spak  of  so 

yore, 
In  warme  wex  hath  emprented  the  cliket, 
That  Januarie  bar  of  the  smale  wiket, 
By  which  in-to  his  gardin  ofte  he  wente. 
And  Damian,  that  knew  al  hir  entente, 
Tlie  cliket  countrefeted  prively  ;  2 121 

Ther  nis  na-more  to  seye,  but  hastily 
Som  wonder  by  this  olikot  shal  bit3rde, 
Which  ye  shul  heren,  if  ye  wole  abyde. 
O  noble  Ovyde,  fVil  sooth  seystou,  god 

woot !  Auctor. 

What  sleighte  is  it,  thogh  it  be  long  and 

hoot,  (882)  2126 

That  he  nil  flnde  it  out  in  som  manore  ? 
By  Piramus  and  Tesbee  may  men  lore ; 
Thogh  they  were  kept  ful  longe  streite 

overal, 
Thoy  been  accorded,  rouninge  thurgh  a 

wal,  2130 

Ther  no  wight  coude  han  founde    out 

swich  a  sleighte.  (887) 

But  now  to  purpos ;  er  that  dajres  eigh  to 
Were  passed,  er  the  monthe  of  Juil,  bifll 
Thnt  Januarie  hath  caught  so  greets  wil, 
Thurgh  egging  of  his  wyf,  him  for  to  pleye 
In  his  gardin,  and  no  wight  but  they  tweye, 
That  in  a  morwe  un-to  this  May  seith  he : 
'  Rys  up,  my  wyf,  my  love,  my  lady  firee ; 
The  turtles  vois  is  herd,  my  douve  swete ; 
Tlie  winter  is  goon,  with  alle  his  reynes 

wete;  2140 
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€^i  £an*tr6uTy  Cafe«. 


[t.  10015-10  !01. 


Vtmi  lurih.  now,  witlitUyn  vyiSn  t'olnmljjTa  I 
Ho^v  iKirtr  t^t'ii  thy  Krt'stcs  tJjftn  is  wyu  I 

Cttfn    i'H-th,    my   %*L,v+p    hiiuuso  ;    cmt    of 

<|iLiUtC,  (^tJtj) 

Tlum  iiJtst  mi?  wiavutUil  in   m>Ti  hcrto^ 

M  wyf !  J145 

Xij  sjt*'^  *'f  fhee  nij  know  1  nl  my  \yf. 
Com  tort  1 1,  n.nil  bit  ua.  titktm  oitc  tliaport ; 
I  rliuea  tlit'i^  tVir  hi;v'  li-ytajul  my  conlbrt,'' 

Swich<?  olilp  IpwtMt  won  I  ('it  uaoil  bo; 
On  Diimiiin  iv  sif^iM  miuJn  ?lu?,  1150 

TImt  lit  shtpltk'  eo  hU*-n  n  with  Uuj  cUkct  : 
This    iijmvbvn   thiuiin^   lifttk  i*p*ned   tbo 

wikpt. 
Anil  in  bo  »tirtt\uii-l  tlmt  iiiswith  Bwrnere, 
TLnT.   iiti    witrht    Kiij^btc    it    aev    tvdther 

y-li''n^  i  iqiol 

Ati'i  atitld  li^^  Kit  Hiiflcr  ii  luiflh  iijuxin,  jijy; 

Tbia  JttniiHrie^  lis  bliml  iis  Lb  a  stoon, 
Wit  h,  Hiuua  iu  bis  b  Aiii  t.  il  md  no  wight  too, 
lij-lu  Lia  fr^ifSslhc^  jjiir'tiiii  Is  fl^i^ 
Ainl  cliiptt?  tti  tliL'^  wlkvt  iiiMii*>Tjly. 

'  Xow.  wyiV  <itiiul  ht\  ^  lii'ur  nia  butthoQ 

lint  I  r«  iiOu 

T}mt  art  t ho  cfeattirt^  that  I  hesX  lcr?e. 
J'^^T^  hy  tbut  Ifppl  tiiut  sit  in  bt?ven  &bcrtnOt 
I^fvcr  icb  bjMl'k'  ilyi-n  i»n  it  knyf, 
Tltiin  ^hy.'P  ^^fb.Mn]^',  trrwf  lb-re  wyfJ    fsi^>j 
Fpit  );:;»iiMif'H  ftiikt?,  TStMiik  h-fw  1  tlitiij  cin^^^s. 


Thia  ff««sbo  May,  whaia  sih«  th.be  wordM 

Boni^oly  to  Jfiniuri&  anfivenle. 
But  fir^t  and  ffirwnrd  she  tfi^^an  to  v^pe, 
*  I  liAvv,'  qnod  sh&^  '  a  sonle  for  to  kepe. 
As  wet  as  ye,  find  also  myn  honour, 
Andt>f  my  wyfht^d  thilkcf  t^^idre  ^anr^  ngi* 
Which  that  I  have  fia^tired  in  yoBrhontl, 
Wlum  that  the  pTw«t  to  yow  my  bwljf 

bond  ; 
WLerfdre  I  wolc*  aoswcr«  in  this  inaner« 
By  thc!  kve  of  yi»w,  my  lord  so  dere  ?  (9?n^ 
I  i>rvy  Ur  god,  that  npver  dawe  the  day  n^ 
That  I  nt'  st*?rvL%  ks  tV»tili?  (ks  wommaa  mAy« 
If  uvt^r  I  (Ui  uu-to  my  kin  thwt  sbAme, 
Or  clbis  I  emiioyro  so  mj,-  nam«H,, 
That  I  be  tt\\a  ;  ttnd  if  I  do  tlixit  Ukkes 
l>i»  ^ri'pe  mo  and  pat  me  ia  a  SHJcke,  ***! 
And  in  the  npxtJE?  river  do  m©  drcttche. 
I  i\ni  A  ^ntil  wommAa  imd  110  wdnchc 
WTvy  ?poke  yo  thns?  btit  men  bem  eTur 

untnpwe,  {<i59i) 

.\nd  wommt?!]  lia^LirvprDveofyftwaynewtv 

Yo  ban  non  other  oontenAnc^;,  I  \6V^  ajog 

But  B|>cke  to  ua  of  mi  trust  and  repreTV^' 

And  with  that  word  »\ie  nan^^b  wher 

DnniuuL 
S&t  in  tbe  bush,  and  i:K>nghoD  she  bigan, 
And  with  hir  fui^'or  fnipies  made  ah«^ 
Tlwit  Hum  [an  sb-i]ib'  -jliuibe  np-cm  a.  trct^ 
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Folwinge  his  wyf,  the  qaene  Proeerpyne, 
£ch  after  other,  right  as  any  lyne —  3230 
Whyl  that  she  gadered  flonres  in  the  mede, 
In  Clandian  ye  may  the  story  rede, 
How  in  his  grisly  carte  he  hir  fette : — 
This  king  of  fairye  thanne  adoon  him 

sette  (990)  aa.H 

Up-on  a  bench  of  turves,  f  reeh  and  grene. 

And  ri^t  anon  thus  seyde  he  to  his  qaene. 

*  My  wyf,'  quod  he,  *  thor  may  no  vright 

seynay; 
Th*experience  so  preveth  every  day 
The  treson  whiche  that  wommen  doon  to 

man.  3a-t9 

Ten  hondred  thonsand  [stories]  telle  I  can 
Notable  of  your  ontroaUieandbrotilnesse. 
O  Salomon,  wys,  richest  of  richesse,    2242 
Fnlfild  of  sapience  and  of  worldly  glorie, 
Fnl  worthy  been  thy  wordes  to  memorie 
To  every  wight  that  wit  and  reson  can. 
Thos  preiseth  he  yet  the  bonntee  of  man  : 
"  Amonges  a  thonsand  men  yet  fond  loon, 
Bnt  of  wommen  alio  fond  I  noon."    (1004) 
Thus  seith  the  king  that  knoweth  your 

wikke<ine88e ; 
And  Jesuajllius  Sjfrak^  as  I  gesse,       2250 
Ne  speketh  of  yow  bat  selde  reverence. 
A  wilde  fyr  and  corrapt  pestilence 
80  talle  ap-on  yoar  bodies  yet  to-night! 
Ke  see  ye  nat  this  honwrable  knight,  ( 1010) 
By-^nse,  alias!  that  he  is  blind  and  old. 
His  owene  man  slial  make  him  cokewold  ; 
Loheer  he  sit,  the  lechour,  in  the  tree.  3357 
Now  wol  I  grannten,  of  my  magestee, 
Un-to  this  olde  blinde  worthy  knight 
That  he  shal  have  ayejm  li  is  eyen  sight,  2360 
Whan  that  his  wyf  wold  <loon  him  vileinye ; 
Than  shal  he  knowen  al  hir  harlot  rye 
Both  in  repreve  of  hir  and  othere  mo.* 

'  Ye  shal,*  qao<l  Proserpyne, '  wol  ye  so  ; 
Now,  by  my  modres  sires  soale  I  swere. 
That  I  shal  yeven  hir  saifisant  answere. 
And  alle  wommen  after,  for  hir  sake  ; 
That,  thongh  they  be  in  any  gilt  y-take. 
With    face    bold    they    shallo    hem-self 

excuse. 
And  here  hem  donn  that  wolden  hem 

accase.  3370 

For  lakke  of  answer,  noon  ofhem  shal  dyen. 
Al  hadde  man  seyn  a  thing  with  bothe  his 

yfin,  (1038) 


Tit  shal  we  wommen  visage  it  hardily. 
And  wepe,  and  swere,  and  chyde  sabtilly, 
So  that  ye  men  shal  been  as  lewed  as  gees. 
What  rekketh  me  of  your  aactoritees? 

I  woot  wel  that  this  Jew,  this  Salomon, 
Fond  of  OS  wommen  foles  many  oon. 
Bat  thoagh  that  he  ne  fond  no  good 

womman,  3379 

Yet  hath  ther  foonde  many  another  man 
Wommen  fol  trewe,  ftil  gode,  and  ver- 

taous. 
Witnosse  on  hem  that  dwelle  in  Cristos 

hoaSj 
With  martirdom  they  preved  hir  con- 
stance.  (1039) 
The  Romayn  gestes  maken  remembrance 
Of  many  a  verray  trewe  vryf  also.  3385 
Bat  sire,  ne  be  nat  wrooth,  al-be-it  so, 
Thoagh  that  ho  seyde  he  fond  no  good 

wonmian, 
I  prey  yow  take  the  sentence  of  the  man ; 
He  mente  thos,  that  in  sovereyn  bontee 
Nis  noon  bat  god,  that  sit  in  Trinitee.  3390 

Ey  !  for  vem^  god,  that  nis  bat  oon. 
What  make  ye  so  mache  of  Salomon  ? 
What  thoagh  he  made  a  temple,  goildes 

hoas?  («<^9) 

What  thoagh  he  were  riche  and  glorioas  ? 
So  made  he  eek  a  temple  of  false  go<ldis. 
How  mighte  he  do  a  thing  that  more  for- 

IxHle  is  ?  3396 

Pardee,  as  faire  as  ye  his  name  emplastre, 
He  was  a  lechoar  and  an  jrdolastre ; 
And  in  his  elde  he  verray  god  forsook. 
And  if  that  go<l  ne  luulde,  as  seith  the  book, 
Y-spared  him  for  his  fadres  sake,  hesholde 
Have  lost  his  regne  rather  than  he  wolde. 
I  sette  noght  of  al  the  vileinye,         (1059) 
That  ye  of  wommen  wryte,  a  boterflye. 
I  am  a  womman,  nedes  moot  I  speke,  3305 
Or  elles  swelle  til  myn  herte  breke. 
For  sithen  he  seyde  that  we  ben  jan- 

gleresses. 
As  ever  hool  I  mote  bronke  my  tresses, 
I  shal  nat  spare,  for  no  cartei43^i        3309 
To8i>eke  him  harm  that  wolde  as  vileinye.* 
*  Dame,*  qaod  this  Plato,  '  be  no  lenger 

wrooth; 
I  yevo  it  ap  ;  bat  sith  I  sw<x>r  myn  ooth 
That  I  wolde  grannten  him  his  sighte 

ageyn,  (io6<;) 
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1  (HJi  n  kbig,  it  liiit  mL'  iiof^ht  to  lye,*     ^515 
'^  Ari'i  I,"  qni«i  she,  *  n  i^uoeno  nt  fa^iilrye* 
Ilic*  iiiiswvrti  shfU  Hb(3  Lavt^  I  niidertako  ; 
I  jit  113  ntt-mnrp  wnniea  L«t>r-of  make. 
For  aritlii?,  I  vol  no  leii(B:pr  yow  t^ollt^a^ia/ 
Nfjw  Irtt  us  tTiniP  iM3:iiyn  to  JAtittiLrie^  35 jo 
Tliflt  in  thp  EHrJin  ^vitli  hi«  Ixiiiw  May 
Si II pot h,  fiil  tmrrier  tlmn  thii  papejny, 
'  Vfjw  L(vii  I  besrt,  and  shfll,  s^nd  oth«ir 

Bj'  Irm^  abnuto  tUt  n.lc^yf'J^  ifl  lie  goon,  fiofio} 
Tilhi'  WAHtrniK'  ii^yntja  thilki!  pyrie,  ^^5 
AMior-fts  lliia  Dammn  nitt^th  fnl  myrie 
All  ht'iglis  inmoiig  tho  f  rtsshe  levea  grtfue. 
ThiA  Iresahe  May,  thnt  is  so  Inight  nnd 

nun  fi>r  t<!i^  nyke,  ^iii'l  fteyd,t%  '  alios,  ttty 

eydfl  ! 
Xnw  ftir/  qnnd  slip,  '  fnr  noii^ht  thnt  may 

J  mri-fito  lum  of  tin?  jjerrxs  tbni  I  sPOi 
Or  I  mot  dye.  so  Bort*  kuigutli  mo 
T-p  oteu  of  the  Eitvule  pt^ros  i^reufi,      (10B9) 
Iff^lji,  for  hir  lovtithat  is  ofhevene  queue  ! 
1    t*^l[*^    yow    W(dt   a   womuiAu     in    my 

\£ay  liAii  to  fmit  tso  i^'eet  ilq  appB^>t, 
Til  fit  9hi'  niEiy  <lyoi].  hwX  s^ha  of  it  Ijave/ 
'  AlljkJ3 !  '  hj(V"l  Ise.  ^  that  1  ne  had  lieer 


Omi  imlleti  up  tho  smok^  and  in  Iid  tlironf . 
Ajid  wliftn  thM  Pltifco  B^ngh  U)i«  gnl« 

To  Juntiam  ho  g^f  a^Kyn  ]ii»  n^t«,  x^sg. 
And  made  hum  m«i  an  wel  »«  ev«r  Im 

mj«hl«. 
And  whatt  that  h«   ludde  cftixfbt  bii 

sighteagmm, 
Nc  was  thor  n<>it^r  man  of  thin^  bo  Imyo. 
But  on  hU  wyf  his  thoght  was  eygirmo  : 
Up  tft  tho  tree  he  oaste  hia  cy«n  two,  ji^ 
And   sangh  tbal   D«mUn   bU  wjf  Ikad 

dKfiSfrd 
In   Bwioh   manors,  jt  may  tiot  ben  «^ 

Bnt  if  I  wolda  ppeko  nncnrteisl  j^  ? 
And  ap  ha  vaf  it  rorinif  and  a  arj     ^iijei> 
As  doth  the  moder  vrh&n  the  Dkild  ehal 
dyct :  1)165 

*  Out !  help !  hIIas  \  hiurow  I  *  hegan  to  (►rjre, 

*  O  fltroTVR*  la4y  stnren  vliat  tiosU^w  ? ' 

And  ftho  nnfiwotde,  'air,  wliat   eyl«tli 

yow  ? 
Ravct  pac  tf^nce,  atid  reeon  in  joiur  minde, 
J  have  yow  holpe  on  liothe  ycnir  eyvn 

blind  e.  *|;;u 

Up  perit  of  my  Aoide,  T  ftbal  nat  Ijen, 
As  me  was  taoght^  to  hele  with  3KHir  jrliv. 
Was  no-thin^  K>t  t^a  make^  yow  to  m* 
Til  an  St  rwgli'^  with  a  man  np-on  atrae,  ( 1 1  vi> 
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AIUm!'  qnod  she,  *that  ever  I   was  bo 
kinde !  * 

*  Now,  dame,'  qnod  ho,  *  lat  al  passe  ont 

of  minde.  2390 

Com  donn,  my  lief,  and  if  I  have  missayd, 
Ood  help  me  so,  as  I  am  yvel  apayd. 
But,  by  my  fader  soule,  I  wende  han  seyn, 
How  that  this  Damian  had  by  thee  leyn, 
And  that  thy  smok  had  leyn  up-on  his 

brest.*  (1151)2395 

*  Ye,  sire,*  qnod  she,  *  ye  may  wene  as 

>*ow  lest ; 
Bnt,  sire,  a  man  that  waketh  out  of  his 

sleep, 
He  may  nat  sodeynly  wel  taken  keep 
I'p-on  a  thing,  ne  seen  it  parfitly. 
Til  that  he  be  adawod  vorraily  ;  3400 

Right  so  a  man,  that  longehath  blind  y-be, 
Ne  may  nat  sodeynly  so  wel  y-«ee. 


First  whan  his  sighte  is  ncwe  come  age3m. 
As  he  that  hath  a  day  or  two  y-seyn.  (1160) 
Til  that  yonr  sighte  y-satled  be  a  whyle, 
Tlier  mj^y  ful  many  a  sighte  yow  bigyle. 
Beth  war,  I  prey  yow;  for,   by  hevene 

king,  2407 

Fnl  many  a  man  weneth  to  seen  a  thing. 
And  it  is  al  another  than  it  semeth. 
He  that  misconceyveth,  he  misdemoth.' 
And  with  that  word  she  leep  doun  fr<i  the 

tree.  2411 

This  Jannarie,  who  is  glad  bnt  he  ? 
Ho  kisseth  hir,  and  clippeth  hir  ful  ofle, 
And  on  hir  wombe  he  stroketh  hir  fnl 

softe,  (1170) 

And  to  his  palays  hoom  he  hath  hir  hid. 
Now,  gode  men,  I  pray  yow  to  l>e  glad.  2416 
Thus  endeth  beer  my  tale  of  .lannarie  ; 
Ood  blesse  ns  and  his  moder  Seinte  liarie ! 


Here  is  ended  the  Harchantes  Tale  of  Jannarie. 


EPILOGUE   TO    THE    MARCHANTES 

TALE. 


'  Et  !  goddes  mercy ! '  seyde  our  Hoste  tho, 
*  Now  swich  a  wyf  I  pray  god  kepe  me  fro ! 
liO,  whiche  sleightes  and  snbtiliteos    2421 
In  wommen  been  !  for  ay  as  bisy  as  bees 
Ben  they,  us  sely  men  for  to  doccyvc. 
And  fn>m  a  sothe  over  wol  they  wey\'0 ; 
By  this  MarchauntesTale  it  provcth  woeL 
Bnt  dontelees,  as  trewe  as  any  steel    2426 
I  have  a  wyf,  though  that  she  i><>vro  1)0  ; 
But  of  hir  tonge  a  labbing  shrcwo  is  she. 
And  yet  she  hath  an  beep  of  vyces  mo ;  (i  1) 
Ther-of  no  fors,  lat  alle  swiche  t  hinges  go. 


But,  wite  ye  wlwt  ?  in  oonseil  be  it  seyd. 
Mo  reweth  sore  I  am  un-to  hir  teyd.  2452 
For,  and  I  sholdo  rekenen  every  vyce 
\Miich  that  she  hath,  y-wis,  I  were  to 

nyce. 
And  canso  why ;  it  sholde  reporte<l  1»c  2435 
And  told  to  hir  of  souime  of  this  meynee  ; 
Of  wliom,  it  nedeth  nat  for  to  declare. 
Sin  wommen  connon  outen  swich  chaf- 

fare ;  {20) 

And  eek  my  wit  suf}>'seth  nat  ther-to 
To  tollen  al ;  wherfor  my  tale  is  do.'  2440 
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GROUP  F. 


THE    SOUIERES    TALE. 


The  Scinire'a  Prologtie. 

*  Sqnirn,  ctjm  ■nni-T,  if  it  yoTir  willG  be, 
Aiirl  s*y  Hitmwl^ivt  ot  Ifk^e  ;  for,  certoff,  ye 
Oiinnt^n  th*>rHi>ii  as  mudie  as  fiuy  nmn/ 

*  NaviSir/qU'Hl  hf^j  Muit  T  wol  seye  as  I  c'XLn 
With  lir^tly  willPi  tnr  I  wi.l  mit  rebolles 
Afe[i3u  your  Isist  ;  a  tfilf  h*>1  1  tell6. 
Have  m^i  t?xcHSfd  if  1  stjioko  Amis, 

My  wil  ia  rtkhI  J  and  Jr*,  my  Ude  is  Uiifc* 

Here  biginneth  the  Sqineres  Tttl«. 

At  Fsarrivy,  in  thr  lftiir[  oi'  Trtrtiirye^         (r) 
TJif-r  dwt^Uc  a  kiii^,  tliat  wcrrcycd  HtiSByO^ 
TlmrKli  wli  ioh  t  litir  ilf:?j'i  U?  many  a  doughty 
imiu.  II 

This  nobli^  kiiSR  viis  rh-iioKl  rauibiuskian, 
Which  jii  Ilia  tym*- Wfia  of  so  ^reet  rccoun 


It  lyth  nftt  in  my  tnng^^  n'in  -eay  cKnamag ; 
I  dar  nat  tiii(3(*rtalte  flo  heigh  a  thiiig*    3f6 
Myn  English  f?ek  is  iusnificienb  ; 
It  moate  been  a  rothor  c3tcol1cnt^  ijo) 

Thatccmdo  his  coIoutb  loaging  for  Out  utf 
If  he  shnhle  hir  riiaeryven  every  pojt,  40 
I  am  non  swipb,  I  m<H3t  ap^ke  as  I  cAti. 

And  so  bifeLthat,  whanthid  Cambin^kjiti 
Hath  twenty  winter  bom  hiB  diKdcme^ 
Afl  he  WHS  wont  fro  yeor  to  yeer,  I  dtiBse^ 
He  Jeot  the  fpste  of  his  Ziatlvitee  4s 

Don  eryen  thurghout  Sarray  bia  dteiiht 
The  last  Idns  of  March,  after  the  ye*r. 
Pliobua  tbo  soti&e  ful  j(>ly  waa  atid  cle«rj 
Pof  he  wi^  neig'h  his  exaltafionn         ui) 
In  Mattes  face^  and  in  hia  mauaioiii];     51 
In  Arica,  the  colerik  hoto  signe, 
Fnl  Insty  waa  the  weder  an*l  benigne, 
Ff>r  which  th*^  tv^nles.  agnyn  the 
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That  in  this  lond  men  recche  of  it  but 


Ther  nis  no  man  tlmt  may  reporteu  uL 
I  wol  nat  tarien  yow,  for  it  is  pryme^ 
And  for  it  is  no  fruit  but  los  of  tyme ; 
Un-to  my  firste  I  wol  have  my  recours.  75 
And  so  bifelthat,  after  the  thridde  cours, 
Whyl  that  this  king  sit  thus  in  his  noblcye, 
Herkninge  his   minstralles   hir  thingee 

pleye  (70) 

Bifom  him  at  the  bord  deliciously, 
In  at  the  halle-<i<>ro  al  sodeyuly  80 

Ther  cam  a  knight  up-on  a  stede  of  bras, 
And  in  his  hand  a  brood  mironr  of  glas. 
UiK>n  his  thombe  he  hadde  of  gold  a 

ring, 
And  by  his  syde  a  naked  swerd  hanging ; 
And  up  he  rydeth  to  the  hcighe  bord.    85 
In  al  the  halle  ne  was  ther  siH>ko  a  word 
For  merveille  of  this  knight ;  him  to  bi- 

holde 
Pul  bisily  ther  wa>*ten  youge  and  olde. 
This  strange  knight,  that   cam   thus 

sodeyul^',  (81) 

Al  armed  save  his  hoed  ful  richely,       90 
Salul'th  king  and  queen,  and  lordos  alle, 
By  ordre,  as  they  seteu  in  the  halle, 
With  so  heigh  reverence  and  ulieisaunce 
As  wel  in  speche  as  in  contenaunce. 
That  Gawain,  with  his  olde  curteis>'e,    95 
Though  he  were  come  aguyn  out  of  Fair>'c, 
Ne  coude  him  nat  amende  with  a  word. 
And  after  this,  bifom  the  heighe  bord,  (90) 
He  with  a  manly  voys  seith  his  message, 
AAer  the  forme  used  in  his  langage,     luu 
With-outen  vyce  of  sillable  or  of  lettre  ; 
And,  for  his  tale  sholde  seme  the  bettre, 
Accordant  to  his  wordes  was  his  chore. 
As  techeth  art  of  speche  hem  that  it 

lore; 
Al-be-it  that  I  can  nat  soune  his  style,  105 
Ne  can  nat  climl>en  over  so  heigh  a  style, 
Yet  seye  I  this,  as  to  commune  entente, 
Thus  muche  amounteth  al  that  ever  he 

mente,  (lou) 

If  it  so  be  that  I  have  it  in  minde. 
He  seyde,  *■  the  king  of  Arable  and  of 

Inde,  I  lu 

My  lige  lord,  on  this  solcmpue  day 
SaluCfh  yow  as  he  best  can  and  may. 
And  sendeth  yow,  in  honour  of  your  feste. 


By  me,  that  am  al  redy  at  your  heste, 
This  stede  of  bras,  that  esily  and  wel    1 15 
Can,  in  the  space  of  o  day  naturel. 
This  is  to  seyn,  in  foure  and  twenty  houres, 
Wher-so  yow  list,  in  droghto    or  elles 

shoures,  (no) 

Beren  your  body  in-to  every  place 
To  which  your  herte  wilnoth  for  to  i>ace 
With-outen  wom  of  yow,  thurgh  foul  or 

fair;  ui 

Or,  if  yow  list  to  fleen  as  hye  in  the  air 
As  doth  an  egle,  whan  him  list  to  son.', 
This  same  stede  shal  here  yow  ever-more 
With-outen  harm,   til   ye  be  ther  yow 

leste,  ii5 

Though  that  ye  slei>en  on  his  liak  or  rcste  ; 
And  tume  ayeyn,  with  wrj'thingof  a  pin. 
He  that  it  wroghte  coude  tul  many  a  gin  ; 
He  wayted  many  a  constellacioun  (ui) 
£r  he  had  doon  this  operacioun  ;  1  ju 

And  knew  ful  many  a  seel  and  many 

abend. 
This  mironr  eek,  that  I  have  in  m^ni 

bond. 
Hath  swich  a  might,  that  men  may  in  it 

^lian  ther  shal  fallen  any  adversitce 
Un-to  your  regno  or  to  your-eelf  also ;    155 
And  openly  who  is  your  freend  or  foo. 
And  over  al  this,  if  any  lady  bright 
Hath  set  hir  herte  on  any  manor  wight. 
If  ho  be  fals,  she  shal  his  trcstm  see,    (131) 
His  newe  love  and  al  his  subtiltee         140 
So  openly,  that  ther  shal  no-thing  hydo. 
Wherfor,  agej'n  this  lusty  someres  tyde. 
This  mirour  and  this  ring,  that  ye  may  sec, 
Ho  hath  sent  to  my  lady  Canacee, 
Your  ezcellente  doghter  that  is  here.    145 

The  vertu  of  the  ring,  if  ye  wol  here, 
Is  this ;  that,  if  hir  lust  it  for  to  were  (139) 
Up-ou  hir  thombe,  or  in  hir  purs  it  bore, 
Ther  is  no  foul  that  fleeth  under  the 

hovone 
That  she  ne  shal  wel  nnderstondo  his 

stevene,  150 

And  knowe  his  mening  openly  and  pleyn. 
And  answere  him  in  his  langage  agi*>'n. 
And  every  gras  that  groweth  up-on  rote 
8he  shal  eek  knowe,  and  whom  it  wol  do 

bote, 
Al  be  his  woundes  neverso  deiie  and  w>'do. 


ZU  CantorBurp  Cafeo, 
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This  nnkcd  swerd,  tbat  hijin^tli  by  my 
Swifti  vt  rtu  iiiitJi,  tliat  whiit  man  »j  ya 

Thuri^h-piut  hid  iiriuLiri^  it  wmI  kervG  unil 
kvtts  (15UJ 

^V^.  rr  it  as  thtkke  us  j»  it  bruuchcd  iwk  ; 

And  hshiit  man  tLat  Lg  vi^umdfMl  with  the 
sTTiXik  160 

SJml  iitjvtr  be  JnH)l  til  rJutt,  yuw  lUt,  of 

To  TsTi'jke  him  with  tlni  iihitto  in  Uiilkg 

1  hcj'  hft  us  hurt  :  tlii.^  is  0^  inu*L'ho  t*i  seyn    1 
Yi-  jiiote  with  th<i  i^lBttt*^  ^wenl  Hgi^yti  | 

i>trnke  Ijim  in  tho  woundt?^  anit   it  wfil  ^ 

Thi^  iii  i\  vtTrfl5*  Mouth,  with-4>ut«n  gitmn^ 
h  inUlvth  jmt  whyl  ii  id  in  ymir  h*jld/ 

Ain\  wLau   this  kiii^^lii   LiLth  thus  hla 
tiik'titid,  {i(ioj 

llu  r^dctlk  rmt  (4  hsLlk',  juhJ  iUniii  belighU'. 
His  ^ledf,   VkhiLh   thai  ishoim   im  sutina 
f'r(|ifh1i(  17U 

SranT  ii]  th^  court,  aastilie  as  uny  stot^ii. 
This  kniizht.  is  lu  Jiiii;  LJiiuuhr^^  lad  auou^ 
And  L3  uiiarniL'd  uml  tu  meltjy-flet, 

Tht'  jjri'stijfa  \H.'tin  lul  r^pyaUy  y-fet^ 
Tlds  iitni  si'vUi  tbs.'  i^wrrrl  (tihi  th(^  miromr, 
Axul  l>i^ris  jLiioji  iij.-tjnjii'  lii'iph 


[t<  1047c— [  0550 


As  it  a  eciiiil  Pmkfj^  coiir»r  ware.  1^ 
Fof  {M^rt«id,  t'ro  liia  tayl  uu-^tv  hia  e**, 
Nature  ne  ait  ne  <M)ude  him  uMt  ^mezid* 
In  urj  d&gre«j  ad  til  th«  pt5plci  w^ndt  (igojj 
But  (jvDMTUfirc  hir  uicuitc]  wotoder  wma^ 
Huw  UiHt  it  caud^  ^^>*>^t  And  wa«  «f 
bras ;  juu 

It  wad  of  FiuryBi  ftd  the  peple  sconed. 
l>ivense  tblk  divejwjiy  tbey  demed  ; 
Aa  miuiy  hedisa^  »*  niftuy  witt*M  thcr  b«cn. 
They  rouruiureden  ue  dw>tli  a  sw&rm  of 

And  mAdon  akiJos  nfter  hir  fBiit^,^cs,    ju5 
JlehcTiaingG  of  tbise  olde  poetryesr, 
And  scydcrtf  it  was  lyk  tlio  BogBsee, 
The  hura  that  hmldQ  wing^o«  for  to  fiee  ^  i  jum)^ 
Or  eUtTj  it  was  the  Qrekes  hots  Syn^^u, 
That  broKhte  Trtjye  to  destrccciciiDi        Jiu 
Afi  tni^i  may  in  thifio  olde  gGSliGS  redtf, 
*Hyu  herti*/  fjuod  ooUj  *i»  «ireziiiciire  ia 

dredt*  ; 
1  trowe  9i>m  men  of&rmea  been  theivinn«,, 
That  !!»ha[K.'n  honj  tliis  ciio«  fojf  to  wtuue. 
It  "HUTU  rif^ht  KuiHl  that  lU  t»«rich  thing: 

wertj  knowe**  ii| 

Another  rgwnisi  t*^  hie  ffiUiwo  lowe. 
And  seyde,  '  he  lyoth,  it  m  rather  lyk 
An  uppiikJtiiice  y-miuui  by  som  tmigyk,  liiQp 
.\iij<^gt  lours  pkyc'ii  at  thi£L>  fi«tts  grt-ti?/ 
Of   ^ijidrv  doutesf   thus   tht^y   jaugh.*  ^nA 
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That  woldepercenthnrgh-outeveiy-thing ; 
And  fllle  in  speche  of  Thelophus  the  kingTi 
And  of  Achilles  with  his  qaeynte  spere, 
For  he  coade  with  it  bothe  hele  and  dere. 
Bight  in  swich  vryse  as  men  may  with  the 

swerd  (233)  241 

Of  which  right  now  ye  han  yonr-selven 

herd. 
They  speken  of  sondry  harding  of  metal. 
And  speke  of  medicynes  ther-with-al, 
And  how,  and  whanne,  it  sholde  y-harded 

be;  345 

Which  is  nnknowe  algates  nnto  me. 

Tho  speke  they  of  CanaceSs  ring, 
And  seyden  alle,  that  swich   a  wonder 

thing  (340) 

Of  craft  of  ringes  herde  they  never  non, 
Save  that  he,  Moyses,  and  king  Salomon 
Haddeanameofkonninginswichart.  351 
Thus  seyn  the  peple,  and  drawen  hem 

apart. 
But  nathelees,  somme  aeyden  that  it  was 
Wonder  to  maken  of  fem-asshen  glas, 
And  yet  nis  glas  nat  lyk  asshen  of  fern ; 
But  for  they  han  y-knowen  it  so  fern,  256 
Therfore  cesseth  her  jangling  and   her 

wonder. 
As   sore  wondren    somme   on    cause  of 

thonder,  (350) 

On  ebbe,  on  flood,  on  gossomer,  and  on 

mist,  359 

And  alle  thing,  til  that  the  cause  is  wist. 
Thus  jangle  they  and  demen  and  dev3rBe, 
Til  that  the  king  gan  fro  the  bord  aryse. 
Phebus  hath  laft  the  angle  meridional, 
And  yet  ascending  was  the  beest  royal, 
The  gentil  Leon,  with  his  Aldiran,  365 
Whan  that  this  Tartre  king,  this  Cam- 

binskan,  (358) 

Boos  fro  his  bord,  ther  that  he  sat  ftil  hye. 
Tofom  him  gooth  the  loude  minstralcye, 
Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  parements, 
Ther  as  they  sownen  diverse  instruments. 
That  it  is  lyk  an  heven  for  to  here.  371 
Now  dannoen  lusty  Venus  children  dere, 
For  in  the  Fish  hir  lady  sat  ful  hye, 
And  loketh  on  hem  with  a  freendly  y6. 

This  noble  king  is  set  up  in  his  trono.  375 
This  strange  knight  is  fet  to  him  ful  sone, 
And  on  the  daunce  he  gooth  with  Canacee. 
Heer  is  the  revel  and  the  jolitee         (370) 


That  is  nat  able  a  dul  man  to  devyse.  •  379 
He  moste  han  knowen  love  and  his  servyse. 
And  been  a  festlich  man   as  fresh    as 

May, 
That  sholde  yow  devysen  swich  array. 
Who  coude   telle   yow    the   forme   of 
daunces, 
So  uncouthe  and  so  ftesshe  contenaunces, 
Swich  subtil  loking  and  dissimulinges  285 
For  drede  of jalousemennesaperceyvinges? 
No  man  but  Launcelot,  and  he  is  deed. 
Therefor  I  passe  of  al  this  lustiheed ;  (380) 
I  seye  na-more,  but  in  this  jolynesse 
I  lete  hem,  til  men  to  the  soper  dresse.  390 

The  styward  bit  the  spyces  for  to  hye, 
And  eek  the  wjni,  in  al  this  melodye. 
The  usshers  and  the  squyers  ben  y-goon ; 
The  spyces  and  the  wjni  is  come  anoon. 
They  ete  and  drinke ;  and  whan  this  hadde 
an  ende,  395 

Un-to  the  temple,   as  reson   was,    they 
wende. 
The  service  doon,  they  soupen  al  by  day. 
What  nedcth  yow  rehercen  hir  array  ?(3</>) 
£ch  man  wot  wel,  that  at  a  kinges  feeste 
Hath  plentee,  to  the  moste  and  to  tlie 
leeste,  .^k) 

And    deyntees    mo   than    been    in    my 

knowing. 
At-after  soper  gooth  this  noble  king 
I  To  seen  this  hors  of  bras,  with  al  the  route 
I  Of  lordes  and  of  ladyes  him  abouto. 
I      Swich  wondring  was  ther  on  this  liors 
I  of  bras  305 

'  That,  sin  the  grete  sege  of  Troye  was, 
i  Ther-as  men  wondreden  on  an  hors  als«>, 
I  Ne  was  ther  swich  a  wondring  as  was  tho. 
I  Butfjoially  the  king  axeth  this  knight(3c>i) 
.  The  vortu  of  this  courser  and  the  might, 
And  preyede  him  to  telle  his  govemaunce. 
This  hors  anoon  bigan  to  trippe  and 
daunce,  313 

Whan  that  this  knight  leyde  hand  up-on 

his  reyne, 
And  seyde,  '  sir,  ther  is  na-more  to  seyne, 
But,  whan  yow  list  to  ryden  any-where,3i5 
Ye  moten  trillo  a  pin,  stant  in  his  ere, 
Which  I  shall  telle  yow  bitwix  vs  twa  (509) 
Ye  mote  nempne  him  to  what  place  also 
Or  to  what  contreethat  yow  list  to  Tyde.319 
And  whan  ye  come  ther  as  yow  list  abyde. 
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Biildi?  him  dt^scoiiilp,  and  trill«iuiotiiflr|iiiL,r 
Fttr  ther-in  lAth  tho  i^tlWt  olal  the  gin, 
A1H.I  htf  wi.tl  doun  d^j.tcendts  ami  doon  you* 

Ana  in  Hint  i>lnoQ  ht-  wol  libyde  stElo, 
TLdiigh  al  the  worlil  thy  coutrarie  badde 

Ht3  aiml    nut  tht-nnofi   btn  y-driiwe   d>- 

hnftj. 
Or,  if  yow  liste  bidile  Mm  theimes  gooxi, 
TrilJo  this  pitii  *itid  bo  wtil  vaniahd  anoon 
Out  of  t  he  SEij^Jite  of  every  mnner  wij5ht,(3Ji) 
And  come  ognyn,  be  it  by  dny  or  ni^ht^  j|o 
U'Ji<*u  that  yow  list  to  cU^mjh  him  ag«yn 
In  s%^  ich  a  g>-^  as  I  sbal  t>?  yow  aeyu 
Bitwixe  y<iw  and  nie^  und  thftt  fid  soiie. 
li>'de  whiiu  j'ow  llfit,  ther  i^  nft-more  to 

dtnu\' 
Untnrnierl  whun  the  king  wtta  of  that 

knitrht,  335 

And  hjith  L-on^py^-ed  in  hiBwit  rtiight 
TJie  imiiiir  and  tht?  forme  of  nl  this  things 
Thiia  ffUd  and  bjTil;he,  this  nobte  donglity 

Ri^pi-'ireth  to  hb  revel  as  hiforu. 

Tlic  l.irydol  i^  un-to  the  tour  y-bom,     340 

And   k^itl  among    his   jeweb  l0¥i&   ftD4 

dfre. 
Th*:'  liora  vanisjibed,  I  nt.j->t  inwhat  mancrei, 
<.lnt  t*t  liir  Kicftit*? :   \'i'  S''^i-(*  tm-mor^  of 


T 


Aa  sl«pe  b«m  b«d ;  th^  toke  il  for  tlw 

be«t«. 
Hir  dremeH  Hhul  nat  bc«n  y-totd  fbr  mt « 
Fol  w«r&  hir  bedels  of  fninD9it««,         ('jtM 
'Di^t  caiueth  dreom,  of  wMch  th^r  iuJiii<» 

charge,  1^ 

Th«y  alej^en  til  thjit  it  W9S  iifyme  laif^ 
The  moat«  part,  bat  It  were  CAii*tr««  ; 
She  vas  ful  mt!«iiTahl{^  04  wonusnetl  1^ 
For  of  hir  fader  hadde  aha  tuk^  \w6 
To  gon  to  roate^  Bone  (ifter  it  w»a  ct*; 
Hir  liBt©  nat  nppalled  for  to  be»  jf^ 

Nor  on  the  morwie  onfostlich  for  to  se« : 
And  Hleijta  hir  6r»t#  sleepi  and  thaiuitt 

awook.  (ssq) 

For  owich  a  joye  ahe  in  lUr  hert«  took 
Both  of  hir  qneynte  ritjjf  Had  liir  miroar, 
That  twenty  tyme  ahe  ehanginl  blroottmi  t 
And  in  hirslepe,  right  for  innpressio'im  ^p. 
Of  hir  mironr,  sh^  hadde  a  Tiaiofuir 
Wherfore^  er  that  thesonne  gan  ttpt^lyrtsi 
6he  doped  on  hir  maiatreasfi  hLr  hia^Me, 
And  aeyde^  that  hir  list 0  for  t-o  rym.      ii;j 
Thiatj  olde  woinmen  that  be«n  ^dl^ 


As  IB  hjr  maUtrt^aso,  an^werde  hiranooii. 

And    laydo^    ^nmdame,   whider  wii    .re 

goon  (sM 

Thns  erly?  f.>r  the  frdk  Iwn  fLll*j  on  *»*»* 

f  will,'  (jn^-Hl  sIj<s  '  iiryjio,  tVnr  mo  le^g>  ^ftc* 
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For  ri^t  anon  she  wiste  what  they  mente 
Bight  hyhir  Bong,  and  knewal  hir  entente. 
The  knotte,  why  that  every  tale  is  told, 
If  it  be  taried  tU  that  lust  be  oold 
Of  hem  that  han  it  after  herkned  yore, 
The  savour  passeth  ever  lenger  the  more, 
For  ftdsomnesse  of  his  prolixitee.  4Q5 

And  by  the  same  reson  thinketh  me, 
I  sholde  to  the  knotte  oondescende, 
And  maken    of    hir  walking    sone    an 

ende.  (4(xj) 

Amidde  a  tree  fordrye,  as  whyt  as  chalk, 
Am  Canacee  was  plejring  in  hir  walk,    410 
Ther  sat  a  faucon  over  hir  heed  ful  hye, 
That  with  a  pitous  voya  so  gan  to  crye 
That  all  the  wode  resonned  of  hir  cry. 
T-beten  hath  she  hir^self  so  pitously     414 
With  bothe  hir  winges,  til  the  rede  blood 
Ban  endelong  the  tree  ther-os  she  stood. 
And  ever  in  oon  she  cryde  alwey  and 

shrighte, 
And    with    hir    beek    hir-selvon   so  she 

prighte,  (410) 

That  ther  nis  tygre,   ne  noon  so  cruel 

beste, 
That  dwelleth  either  in  wo<le  or  in  foreste 
That  nolde  han   wept,  if  that  he  wcpe 

coude,  4ii 

For  sorwe  of  hir,  she  shrighte  alwey  so 

loude. 
For  ther  nas  never  yet  no  man  on  lyvc — 
If  that  I  ooude  a  fauoon  wel  discrsrve — 
That  herde  of  swich  another  of  faimesse, 
As  wel  of  plumage  as  of  gentillesse  426 
Of  shap,  and  al  that  mighte  y-rokened  be. 
A  &uoon  peregryn  than  semed  she  (430) 
Of  fremde  land ;   and  evermore,  as  she 

stood. 
She  swowneth  now  and  now  for  lakko  of 

blfK>d,  430 

Til  wel  neigh  is  she  fallen  fro  the  tree. 

This  faire  kinges  doghter,  Canacee, 
That  on  hir  finger  bar  the  queynte  ring, 
Thurgh  which  she  understood  wel  every 

thing 
That  any  foul  may  in  his  ledene  seyn,  435 
And  coude  answere  him  in  his  ledene 

•«eyn. 
Hath  understonde  what  this  faucon  seyde. 
And  wel  neigh  for  the  rewthe  almost  she 

deyde.  (4^0) 


And  to  the  tree  she  gooth  tdl  hastily. 
And  on  this  faucon  loketh  pitously,     440 
And  heeld  hir  lappe  abrood,  for  wel  she 

wiste 
The  faucon  moste  fallen  fro  the  twiste, 
When  that  it  swowned  next,  for  lakke  of 

blood. 
A  longe  while  to  wayten  hir  she  stood 
Till  atte  laste  she  spak  in  this  manere  445 
Un-to  the  hauk,  as  ye  shul  ailer  here. 

*  What  is  the  cause,  if  it  be  for  to  telle. 
That  ye  be  in  this  furial  p3me  of  hellc  ?' 
Quod  Canacee  un-to  this  hauk  above.  (441) 
'  Is  til  is  for  sorwe  of  deeth  or  los  of  love  ? 
For,  as  I  trowe,  thise  ben  causes  two   451 
That  causen  moost  a  gentil  herte  wo ; 
Of  other  harm  it  nedeth  nat  to  speke. 
For  ye  your-self  upon  your-self  yow  wreke, 
Which  proveth  wel,  that  either  love  or 
drede  455 

Mot  been  encheson  of  your  cruel  dede, 
Sin  that  I  see  non  other  wight  yow  ohace. 
For  love  of  god,  as  dooth  your-selven  grace 
Or  what  may  ben  your  help ;  for  west  nor 
eest  (451) 

Ne  sey  I  never  er  now  no  brid  no  becst 
That  ferde  with  him-self  so  pitously.    461 
Ye  slee  me  with  your  sorwe,  verraily ; 
I  have  of  yow  so  g^t  compassioun. 
For  goddes  love,  com  fro  the  tree  adoun ; 
And,  as  I  am  a  kinges  doghter  trewe,  465 
I  If  that  I  verraily  the  cause  knewe 
j  Of  jrour  disese,  if  it  lay  in  my  might, 
I  I  wolde  amende  it,  er  that  it  were  night, 
I  As  wisly  helpo  mo  gret  ginl  of  kindo  !  (461) 
\  And  herbes  shal  I  right  y-nowo  y-finde 
;  To  hele  with  your  liurtes  hastilj'.'  471 

Tho  shrighte  this  fancon  more  ]>itoTisly 
Than  ever  she  dide,  and  fil  to  grounde 

anoon, 
And  lyth  aswowne,  deed,  and  lyk  a  stoon, 
Til  Canacee  hath  in  hir  lapiie  hir  take  475 
Un-to  the  tyme  she  gan  of  swough  awake. 
And,  after  that  she  of  hir  swough  gan 

breyde, 
Kight  in  hir    haukcs    ledeno  tlms    she 
seyde: —  (470) 

'  Tliat  pitee  renneth  sone  in  geutil  herte, 
Feling  his  similitude  in  i)eyne8smerte,  480 
Is  proved  al-<lay,  as  men  may  it  see, 
As  wel  by  werk  as  by  anctoritee ; 


63+ 


ZU  ttMiMfltf  ^aUB, 


[t.  JO797-10SS0. 


For  Ren  til  liprtp  kytbmh  gontille«se, 
I  See  wc'l.  llmt  ye  huu  i-t  inv  ilistrtsaw 
CompiissioTin,  my  tAire  CanrtC't^et  4^5 

01  vtirmy  wummiinty  Inmi^iutee 
That  TiJitiirt'  in  yntir  i>rinL':iplL^  Imtti  set* 
But  flit  iirm  liopc  lV>r  to  litre  tlio  bet.  (+80) 
But  ktr  Uy  oU.ve  nn-l*i  ymir  LcmIo  free, 
And  ffur  to  miiken  eAher  Ue  wiir  by  me, 
Afi  Isy  tlio  wheir  cliasti^d  js  the  Ifw^tini  49t 
lli^lit  for  thftt  caufit'  iin<l  tjiiit  coudttsioiin, 
Why  I  tlmt  I  have  a  toyitorftnd  a  space^ 
Myu  liiirm  I  wol  confossoiJ,  er  I  pHC©.* 
And  oveFj  wliyl  thut  tKin  Kit  B^rwo  toliie, 
TJiat  other  woc.p,  ilb  «he  t4i  wiUer  woldo^ 
Til  thnt  tlus  fiidcon  LriI  bir  to  be  stale  ; 
And,  witli  n  syk,  riglit  tUuB  flbe  scyde  btr 

willo.  (4yfi)49« 

'Thtr   I   wiis  lired  (alltia!   that  liard© 

day  !} 
And  lijtBtred  in  a  mnzhn  oi  nnirbul  g:rtty 
fSo  teinlrLdy,  tliat  nntliit;^  pyl^d  me,       501 
I  niHte  II at  uhnl  was  iidi^raitp^^ 
Til  I  touile  flt.e  fill  Lye  under  the  sky. 
Till  J  di.N-L4te  iL  tfrcoh^t  mo  fusto  by, 
Thiit  semed  we  He  of  a  He  g^ntillea^  ;    ^ 
Al  WL^Ti}  bo  fill  of  tTL^siin  and  falsueflse^ 
It  w[^  so  \vmis|vc'd  under  hamblo  dierSf 
Aiirl   DDdor  hewe   ol    ti*(.Hitho    in    swlcb 


(500) 


Al  innoc(}tit  of  ]i  U  cii>axi«d  laiilic^^      516 
For-i<ei>jd  of  liifi  deeth^  Ai  tliooi^lite  mm^ 
Upon  his  otbos  and  hla  aetLTbtv^,         (510U 
Orannt«d  him  love,  on  this  eundiolotm. 
That  CTOTmore  mjn  honour  and  rcnotin 
Were  save<I,  botho  privee  and  apert ;   551 
Tbi*  i*  id  BGTti,  that,  iifier  his  do^ert, 
I  y&C  him  al  myn    hertc    and    a\    wj 

thoght— 
God  woot  and!  he,  that  otberwysenogbt^ 
And  took  bu  herte  in  ebaunge  for  mjn 

for  ay\  t;^ 

Bat  scKtth  is  sejd,  g^>n  aithen  mAo^rAdAf^ 
^^  A  trew  wijfht  und  a  thecf  thenken  taX 

Andt  wban  he  eaugh   the  thittg  «t>  ler 

That  I  bnd  jfmnnted  him  fuUy  loj  Im-ie. 
In  flwich  a  f^yne  am  I  have  seyd  abore,  540 
And  yoven  him  my  trpwp  berte^  ai  free 
Aa  he  swofir  he  his  horti*  yaf  to  me  j 
Anon  tlii^  tyRre*  f^  "*'  doalJen^Bc, 
Fil  on  bis  knees  with  so  devont  hnm- 

bles^o, 
With  Bit  bel£:h  rervorenoet  aud^  as  by  bit 

cbfli^j  545 

So  lyk  a  e«**itii  lovere  of  ni^nere, 
So  ravissbtwi.  as  it  semcKl^  fc*r  the  ^ytt. 
That  tipver  Jaqmi,  tii\  Pfluys  of  Troye,  i5|ol 
.Ta$<^ti  V  c^rttjiJ?,  n^  nou  otbe 
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And  shortly,  so  ferforth  this  thing  is 
went,  (559) 

That  my  wil  was  his  willes  instnunont ; 
This  is  to  seyn,  my  wil  olieyod  his  wil 
In  alio  thing,  as  fer  as  reson  fil,  570 

Keping  the  boundes  of  my  worship  ever. 
No  never  hadde  I  thing  so  leef,  ne  le%'er, 
As  him,  god  woot !  ne  never  shal  na-mo. 
This  lasteth  longer  than  a  yeer  or  two, 
That  I  supposed  of  him  noght  bat  goml. 
But  fynally,  thus  atte  laste  it  stood,     576 
That  fortune  wolde  that  ho  moste  twinne 
Out  of  that  place  which  that  I  was  inne. 
Wher  me  was  wo,  that  is  no  qnestionn  ; 
I  can  nat  make  of  it  discripcionn  ;        580 
For  o  thing  dar  I  tellen  boldely,  (573) 

I  knowe  what  is  the  peyne  of  deth  ther-liryr ; 
8wich  harm  I  folte  for  ho  ne  mighte 

bileve. 
80  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  his  leve. 
So  sorwefnlly  oek,  that  I  wende  verraily 
That  ho  had  felt  as  mnche  harm  as  I,  ;ili6 
Whan  that  I  herdo  him  speke,  and  sangh 

his  hewe.  (579) 

Bat  natholoes,  I  thoaghte  he  was  so  trewe, 
And  oek  that  he  ropairo  sholde  ageyn 
With-inne  a  litcl  whylo,  sooth  to  seyn  ;  590 
And  reson  wolde  eek  that  ho  moste  go 
For  his  honour,  as  ofto  it  happeth  so. 
That  I  mode  vortu  of  necessitee. 
And  took  it  wel,  sin  that  it  moste  l>e. 
As  I  l>08t   mighte,  I  hidde  fro  him  my 

sorwe,  595 

And  took  him  by  the  bond,  seint  John  to 

l)orwe. 
And  seyde  him  thus  :  **  lu,  I  am  youres  al ; 
Beth  swich  as  I  to  yow  liave  been,  and 

shaL"  (590) 

What  ho  answerde.  it  nedoth  noght  ro- 

herce, 
Who  can  sey  bet  than  ho,  who  can  do 

worse  ?  6(x> 

Whan  he  hath  al  wel  soyd,  tlianne  hath 

ho  doon. 
"Therfor  bihovcth  hiin  a  ful  long  six>on 
That  shal  ete  with  a  feeud,*'  thus  herdc 

Iseyc. 
80  atte  laste  ho  moste  forth  his  woye,  ' 
And  forth  he  fleoth,  til  ho  cam  ther  him 

leste.  fM)5 

Whan  it  cam  him  to  purpos  for  to  resto, 


I  trowe  he  hadde  tliilke  text  iu  mindo. 
That  "  alle  thing,  repeiring  to  his  kin<le, 
Gladeth  him-self ";  thus  seyn  men,  as  I 

gesso ;  (601) 

Men  loven  of  propre  kinde  newfangel- 

nesse,  610 

As  briddes  doon  that  men  in  cages  fede. 
For  though  thou  night  and  day  tako  of 

hem  bode, 
And  strawe  hir  c«ge  faire  and  softc  as 

silk, 
And  3reve  hem  sngre,  bony,  breed  and 

milk. 
Yet  right  anon,  as  that  his  dore  is  uppc. 
He  with  his  feet  wol  spume  adoun  his 

cuppe,  616 

And  to  the  wode  he  wol  and  wormes  ote ; 
So  newcfangol  been  they  of  hir  mete,  (610) 
And  loven  novelryes  of  propre  kinde ; 
No  gentillesse  of  blood   [ne]  may  hem 

bindc.  620 

So  fordo  this  tercelet,  alias  the  day ! 
Though  he  were  gentil  bom,  and  fresh 

and  gaj'. 
And  goodly  for  to  seen,  and  humble  and 

free. 
He  saugli  up-on  a  t3rme  a  kyte  flee. 
And  sodcynly  he  loved  this  k^'to  so,      635 
That  al  his  love  is  dene  fro  me  ago, 
And  hath  his  trouthe  falsed  in  this  vryse ; 
Thus  hath  the  kyte  my  love  in  hir  ser- 

vj'se,  (^»-M>; 

And  I  am  lorn  with-outen  remedyo  !  * 
And  with  that  wonl  this  fancon  gan  to 

cr>'c,  o,u) 

And  swownod  eft  in  Canacete  liarmo. 
Groot  was  the  sorwo,  for  the  haukc^ 

harme, 
Tliat  Canacee  and  alio  hir  wommen  made ; 
They  nisto  how  thoy  mighte  the  faucon 

glado.  (\K^ 

But  Canacee  bom  lioreth  hir  in  hir  lap])e, 
And  sr>ftely  in  piastres  gnu  hir  wra))i>c, 
Ther  as  she  with  hir  lieek  ha<l  hurt  hir- 

selve.  ((U9> 

Now  can  nat  Canacee  but  herbes  delve 
Out  of  the  groundo,   and    make  salves 

newo 
Of  horbes  pn>cioiis.  and  fyne  of  hewe,  640 
T<»  helen  with  tliis  huuk ;  fn»  day  to  night 
She  dooth  hir  1)isineMe  and  al  hir  miglit. 
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Anti  hy  hir  l^pdilta  htHhl  ih*j  mftdo  a  in«w6^ 
Ami  ifr\i?iT:tl  ifc  with  vt'Iutsttoa  Mewe, 
In   Bi|cni«  <'f  trrmtbe  thftfc  iB  la  wommen 
SGBP,  64.5 

In  whir  h  wer«  iitynted  uUe  thi«   fiUae 

As  bt'th  lliiso  tiililsH  itinitlt^ta,  imd  cmlea, 
Ki^lib  tor  tliispyt  Wfcrept^yiited  hom  bifliyide^ 
Anyi  tijea,  mii  liem  turt^j  prj^e  and  cliyii^ 

I  wi  J  iioiiiore  :ifi  ituHf  tipekti  of  hir  rkig^ 
Til  it  c^>mti  t'tt  to  pui>iKiB  fsjf  to  ecyn 
Huw  irliiit  thig  Iharnn  giit  Mr lovo  ageyn 
iitpi'iitiLiit^  iia  thv?  Htj-ritJ  toUeih  tlfl,        655 
By  iiULlnicifiun  i>i  llj^uibaliui, 
Tho  IcingL'S  wniu,  o('  wliJchb  I  ynw  toldfl, 
lint  lii.'nrii^s-rijrtli  I  wol  my  prfK^s  h^ilda 
To  Bpeke  otavfiitiiitH  aiuI  uf  batutiled, 
Thut  1)4  vi^r  j'tt  WHB  litnl  so  gret«  mei^ 
vttjllHfl.  (65JJ  660 

First  Vi.(il  I  tt'lle  vow  of  Cambinskanj 
Thnt  in  liis  tyino  many  Ji  t-itoe  wftti ; 
AthI  nttfr  wsil  I  sji^'kc  i>i  AJgaJis^i'f 
How  tlmt  lie  wsin  Tbrntclora  to  hijj  wyf, 
Kitr  wjiorri  fuJ  i^ttc  in  ^eet  peril  ho  w^ 
Kc  bcitldo  hu  ben  lioljson  by  tinj  Steele  of 

And  iiJtc  r  wol  T  3poki3  of  CambaJcs 


And  g^iHtsily  I  prfiite  wel  thy  wit,* 
Qtiod  the  FrsDkeleyn,  '  c^iuidemtg  lUijr 

yoathe,  fijj 

So  feelingly  thou  spokoBt,   nr,   I  tJkm 

ihftl 
A«  to  ZE^  dcMjm,   th«re  is  luin  iIliI  j» 

hare 
Of  elitquenoe  that  sbal  bo  thy  pera. 
If  that  thoti  live;   god  yw^e  th*e  piod 

chaunce,  n;^ 

And  m  vcrtn  isende  thoo  cocitji^ntttinfjti! 
For  of  tliy  apeche  I  have  gFee%  deytitoo. 
I  have  a  srme,  and,  by  tho  Tdiutee,     ito) 
I  ha(Ulo  lever  than  twenty  pocmd  y^vttk 

LoDd^ 
Though  it  right  now  weane  faUen  m  toam 

hond^ 
He  were  ainan  of  swich  di^aifclottu    '^ 
As  that  ye  been  [  fy  on  pueaessiaiiii 
But-if  a  nmn  ha  vertnooa  with-aL 
I  have  my  sone  dnibbedj  and  yet  abal, 
For  he  to  vertn  ll^teth  nat  eutcjide ; 
But  for  to  pleyo  at  dees,  and  ta  deapelide, 
And  kse  nl  that  Itc  hi^th,  ia  hia  usa^  691 
And  hu  hatb  lev^jr  talken  with  a  j>a^:jo} 
Thaii  to  cc^mane  with  any  gtmtil  wi^bt 
Ther  he  mi^hto  Iem«  gentiU£ds«  aright.' 
'  Straw  for  your  gei^tUleflae,"  qucrti  cur 

httst ;  ^ 

\niat ,  frauJteieyn  ?  pardee,  sb-t  wel  thora 
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THE    FRANKLIN'S    PROLOGUE. 


The  Prologe  of  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


Thxsx  olde  gentil  Britons  in  hir  dayes 
Of  diverse  aventnrefl  maden  layes,        710 
Kymeyed  in  hir  firste  Briton  tonge  ; 
Wliich  layes  with  hir  instniments  they 

songe,  (40) 

Or  elles  redden  hem  for  hir  plesaunce ; 
And  oon  of  hem  have  I  in  remembraunce, 
Which  I  shal  aeyn  with  good  wil  as  I 

can.  715 

Bntf  sires,  by-caose  I  am  a  borel  man, 
At  my  biginning  first  I  yow  biseche 
Have  me  excused  of  my  rude  speche ; 


I  I  lemed  never  rethoryk  certeyn ; 

;  Thing  that  I  speke,  it  moot  be  bare  and 
plejm.  7^0 

!  I  sleep  never  on  the  mount  of  Pemaso, 
Ne  lemed  Marcns  Tullius  Cithero.       (50) 
Colours  ne    knowe  I    none,   with-onten 

drede, 
But  swiche  colours  as  growen  in  the  mede, 
Or  eUes  swiche  as  men  dye  or  peynte.  725 
Colours  of  rethoryk  ben  me  to  qaeynte  ; 
My  spirit  feleth  noght  of  swich  matere. 
But  if  yow  list,  my  tale  shnl  ye  here. 


THE    FRANKELEYNS    TALE. 


Here  biginneth  the  Frankeleyns  Tale. 


Iv  Armorik,  that  called  is  Britayne, 
Ther  was  a  knight  that  loved  and  dide 

his  pajrne  730 

To  serve  a  lady  in  his  beste  wyse ; 
And  many  a  labour,  many  a  greet  empryse 
He  for  his  lady  wroghte,  er  she  were 

wonne. 
For  she  was  oon,  the  faireste  under  sonne, 
And  eek  therto  oome  of  so  heigh  kinrede, 
That  wel  unnethes  dorste  this  knight,  for 

drede,  736 

Telle   hir   his  wo,  his  peyne,  and   his 

distrene. 
But  atte  laste,  she,  for  his  worthinesse,  (10) 
And  namely  for  his  meke  obeysaunce, 
Hath  flwich  a  pitee  caught  of  his  pen- 

740 


That  prively  she  fil  of  his  accord 

To  take  him  for  hir  housbonde  and  hir 

lonl, 
Of  swich  lordshipe  as  men  han  over  hir 

wyves; 
And  for  to  lede  the  more  in  blisse  hir 

lyvos,  744 

Of  his  free  wil  he  swoor  hir  as  a  knight. 
That  never    in  al  his    lyf  he,   day  ne 

night, 
Ne  sholdo  up-on  him  take  no  maistr^'e 
Agayn  hir  wil,  ne  kythe  hir  jalousye,  (ao) 
But  hir  obeye,  and  folwe  hir  wil  in  al 
As  any  lovere  to  his  lady  shal ;  y^a 

Save  that  the  name  of  soveraynetee, 
That  wolde  he  have  for  shame  of  his 

degree. 
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^Ji  £anter6urp  Zak^. 


£t»  11065— fj] 


Slie  thnnkea  him,  ntia  with  fnl  gr««t 

hajtiblessa 
S^he  si  jde,  '  5lrK%  sith  of  y^mr  ^eutUl&ae 
Vts  pnrrrt!  rntj  to  Juivo  a^>  liirgc  n  ire^-neT  735 
Xe  wolile  nrvi/r  r<kI  Intwixa  uu  tweyue, 
.\ji  Ln  rny  gilt,  i^cn^  otitlurT  werre  or  stryf. 
Sir,  I  wrjl  1*^  yuur  Luuilili.^  ti-t^wo  wyi\  (^) 
Hii\'D  LotT  nij'  truiitlic,  til  tliat  myn  herte 

Irestu.' 
Thita  lit^ea  they  Jxitho  in  ijuiet^  nnd  ia 

rcst^s  760 

¥*tv  o  thing,  »lrvs,  situtly  'Inr  1  seyo^ 
Tliat  iVt'iides  c\  erieli  othtr  moot  t^boye^ 
li  Thiy  Will  Itnifio  h^jhkn  lompojiye. 
Ijovc  wi>l  nut  iwn  c-JuDfitrtyned  by  mai»' 

trve ; 
\\1viin   Dwifitne   tnnjth,  tbe  g«Ml  oi'  love 

anon  7*5 

Bett^tb  hiscj  ^liitfvaj  juid  faj^weU   he  is 

Love  iii  bi  thin^  iiii  aiuy  siiirit  tVfs* ; 
W 1  iin  I  lie  u  1  kl'  k  ijii  >  I L'  1 1  Lsi  i  rt'  u  Ubt^  r  tee ,      (4in) 
\iA  Hrtt,  to  Itfn  t:i'Sk3tr*!>u<^il  tit}  u  tLrfd; 
A  Till  Si  liun  imut,  if  I  suth  aeyon  fllia].  770 
J.'^i^  -wlup  thiit  ii*  liitfst  jMieicnt  iu  love, 
flu  is  iit  ht^  jiLMuitJif^Ks  til  abi>v>eL 
riu:iejKrL!  is  ivu  bnu^li  ^i^rtu  c*jrteyil  j 
b'njr  It  veinjuiiiWi'Ki,  ajj  tbiso  clt^rkes  AOynt 
ThiuiLjrs  thiit  lip-mr  sJj(i.|Lii.'  never  at teyne. 
fiiir  4Vrry  iviml  iiifji   iiiaiy  nut  chyde  of 


Servant  in  Iovb,  Had  hiixl  in  niarii^^  : 
Thaa    \iiis    h«    bothe    hi    lordship    sail 

S«rva£e  ?  n^y^  but  in  lordahlpe  abcnflk,  f^ 
Sitb  ho  hath  bothe  his  lafiy  and  hM  km». 
Hia  hMiy,  cert^s,  nacl  bis  wyf  also, 
Tha  whieli  thiit  l*w^  of  love  li&:jnieth  Id^ 
And  whim  be  waa  in  thij  progperitfe,  ifil 
Hooxa   with    his  wyf  he    gooth    to   his 

contree,  &m 

Nat  fer  fru  P^jjumark,  ther  kis  dweUinf 

waa^ 
Wber-H*  he  liv&tli  in  bliaso  and  in  tolait. 
WhoooTtde  t«Ue,  bat  he  h^  w^d&i  H 
The  joye,  the  ese^  and  the  pro«ipcrrit«& 
That  Ifi  bit  wijce  an  hoosbcindo  &xid  bii  w|1? 
A  y&yjt  au<l  Diore  lasted  thi«  blkfol  I jf,  Kj^ 
TU  th&t  the  knight  cif  whidb  I  ipek^  ^ 

tbna, 
Tbntof  Kayrmd  was  eleped  ArveingHi^tJN 
Shoop  him  U*  goon^  imd  dwoUe  a  y«>r  nf 

tweyne 
In  Engelond,  that  ck^pinl  wafl  «£k  Britctyn^, 
T4>  soko  in  armes^  worship  and  hotiour')  Xn 
For  ai  his  luat  he  sotte  iii  switch  labcjui- ; 
And  dw^U^  ther  two  yec^r^  the  book  M4tii 

thva. 
Xuw  wol  I  stints  of  this  ArremgoVt 
.\iid  flp«ken  I  woi©  of  Dorigene  hia  myf^ Aij 
Tliat  lovolb  lui  honabonde  na  hir  h«rt<B 
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Receyved  hath,  by  hope  and  by  resoun, 
Th'emprenting  of  hir  oonsolacioun,       834 
Thurgh  which  hir  grete  sorwe  gan  aswage ; 
She  may  nat  alwey  duren  in  swich  rage. 

And  eek  Arveragns,  in  al  this  care, 

Hath  sent  hir  lettres  hoom  of  his  welfare, 

And  that  he  wol  come  hastily  agayn ;  (1 1 1) 

Or  elles  hadde  this  sorwe  hir  herte  slayn. 

Hir  freendes  sawe  hir  sorwe  gan   to 

slake,  K41 

And  preyede  hir  on  knees,  for  goddes 

sake. 
To  come  and  romen  hir  in  companye, 
Awey  to  dryve  hir  derke  fantasye. 
And  finally,  she  graanted  that  requeste ; 
For  wel  she  saugh  that  it  was  for  the 

beste.  (118)  846 

Now  stood  hir  castel  faste  by  the  see, 
And  often  with  hir  freendes  walketh  she 
Hir  to  disporte  ap-on  the  bank  an  heigh, 
Whcr-as  she  many  a  ship  and  barge  soigh 
Seilinge  hir  conrs,  wher-as  hem  liste  go ; 
Bat  than  was  that  a  jMurcel  of  hir  wo. 
For  to  hir-self  fol  ofte  '  alias ! '  seith  she, 
*  Is  ther  no  ship,  of  so  manye  as  I  see, 
Wol  bringen  hom  my  lord  ?    tlian  were 

myn  herte  855 

Al  WHrisshed  of  his  bittre  pe>'nes  smerte.' 

Another  tyme  ther  wolde  she  sitte  and 

thinke, 
And  caste  hir  eyen  dounward  fro  the 

brinke.  (130) 

But  wlian  she  sangh  the  grisly  rokkes 

bUke, 
For  verray  fere  so  wolde  hir  herte  qoake. 
That  on  hir  feet  she  mighte  hir  noght 

sustene.  861 

Than  wolde  she  sitte  adoim  upon  the 

grene. 
And  pitously  in-to  the  see  bihohle. 
And  aeyn  right  thus,  with  sorwefal  flykes 

colde: 
'Eteme  god,  that  thiirgh  thy  pnrvey- 

aonce  865 

Ledest  the  world  by  certi>in  g«)vcmannce. 
In  ydel,  as  men  seyn,  ye  no-thing  make ; 
Bat,  lord,  thise    grisly  feendly   rokkes 

blake,  (140) 

That  semen  rather  a  foal  confasioun 
Of  werk  than  any  fair  creacioun  870 

Of  swich  A  parfit  wys  god  and  a  stable. 


"Why  lum  ye  wroght  this  werk  nnrcson- 

able? 
For  by  this  werk,  south,  north,  ne  west, 

ne  ecst, 
Ther  nis  y-fostred  man,  ne  brid,  ne  beest; 
It  dooth  no  good,  to  my  wit,  but  anoyeth. 
See    ye    nat,    lord,    how    mankinde    it 

destroyeth  ?  876 

An  hundre<l  thousand  bodies  of  mankinde 
Han  rokkes  Blayn,  al  be  they  nat  in  minde, 
Which  mankinde  is  so  fair  part  of  tby 

werk  (151) 

That  thou  it  madest  lyk  to  th^-n  owene 

merk.  880 

Than  semed  it  ye  hadde  a  greet  chiertee 
Toward  mankinde;   bat  how  than  may 

it  be 
That  ye  swiche  menes  make  it  to  de- 

stroyen, 
Whiche  menes   do   no  good,  but    ever 

anoyen  ? 
I  woot  wel  clerkes  wol   seyn,  as  hem 

Icste,  885 

By  arguments,  that  al  is  for  the  beste, 
Though  I  no  can  the  causes  nat  y-kuowe. 
But  thUke  god,  that  made  wind  to  blowo, 
As  kepe  my  lord  !  this  my  conclusiouu  ; 
To  clerkes  lete  I  al  disputisoun.    (162)  ^90 
But  wolde  god  that  alle  thise  rokkes  blake 
Were  sonken  in-to  helle  for  his  sake ! 
Thise  rokkes  sleen  myn  herte  for  the  fere.' 
Thus  wolde  she  seyn,  with  many  a  pitous 

tore. 
Hir  freendes  sawe  that  it  was  no  disport 
To  romen  by  the  see,  but  disconfort ;  8<X) 
And  shopen  for  to  pleyen  somwher  ellos. 
They  leden  hir  by  rivcres  and  by  welles, 
And  eek  in  othere  places  delitables ;  ^171) 
They  dauncen,  and  they  pleyen  at  chos 

and  tables.  900 

So  on  a  day,  right  in  the  morwe-tyde, 
Vn-to  a  gardin  that  was  ther  bisydo, 
In  which  that  they  had  maad  hir  ordin- 

aunce 
Of  vitaille  and  of  other  purveyaunce. 
They  goon  and  pleye  hem  al  the  Iftnge 

tlay.  <;i>5 

And  this  was  on  the  sixte  morwe  of  May, 
Which  May  had  i)eynt«d  with  his  softe 

shoores 
This  gardin  fol  of  leves  and  of  flonres ;  (180) 
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<t§e  CanfirBurj  ^afee.  [t,  ttm-n^oi. 


And  cTflft  ^f  mannca  hnnA  so  cTirifniriy 
Amiyi'^rl  lift'hlo  this  R^iinlin,  trewely,     910 
Thrt(^  viv^r  was  thpr  fpiiilm  nf  swich  prySj 
liul  i(  it  wirt^  thf^  vermv  i'» null's, 

Tbi\t   rvnr  wa^   Ixim^   liiit-lf   in  grvti  sik- 

Or  T'^  EH't  sorwi:^  lieble  it  in  di^tn^git^ ; 
!^f>  iul  it  ViToa  i^f  IhPituttt?  with  ploSi^uiice. 
At-tiftcr  diru±r  piiiiu^  ihfiy  to  dinrmce,  (iQO) 
Aiirl  siiiije  iiLsn^  suvr  TiorJ^cn  fiUoui?, 
Wliirli  nnitlf*  iilwfy  liir  ri'unplniiit  and  hir 
nimio;  tpo 

For  ^^lic  1113  siiTigh  liim  fill  tbo  ilanncfl  ^\ 
Thjit  W]is  liir  Jiriii?;lH»niiti  nml  hjr  1p>vo  tilso, 
Uiit  iiuTl]f  ]r^(*s  ijbf'  iiio.^tn  a  tynic  ftliyde, 
And  ivitb  ^*t*ni  briin'  lite  bir  (sorfrp  aily<lu. 
I'pHiit  tlii.^dfiiuiLHs  u  Hi  ciiigie!^  tithes  ro  mcu, 
1  > fii u  1  r. I.' d  a  sqn y J. r  1 1  i f^ trs  11  Doiigi^n^       9 j6 
Ttiat  fnssbor  v. its  nnd  J-^l.^pr  of  iirmy, 
A?^  tii  inv  duotiTf,   tbiiii  U  tbe  montbo  of 
May.  (300.) 

l\.r  ftingcth,  ilauneoth,  passin^e  fiiiy  man 
Tb:it  Us  or  wns,  Hith  llvat  the  Wftrld  bifirj^tn. 
I'bitr-witlL   ho   wnfi,   if  men  aholde   him 

Ocin  (jt  thi'  l"befftt^  fkrinpjt?  mau  on^yre  ; 
Yoiifj.  strcnijj,  Hirht  vi?rtuou^^  and   riehp 


For  Xnrcisufl,  tlmt  dofSto  o&t  tflUa  hlrvo^ 
In  other  tn&uere  Umn  y©  hei^  me^  >eye. 
No  doiBte  hs  nat  to  bir  biB  wo  biirrej* ; 

Sai^o    that,    paravetatitre,    9om-tyuw  «i 

Thcr  yonge  fi>lk  kepon  hlr  ohaemwaciA, 
It  may  wel  ho  he  hjked  on  hlr  fuc* 
In  svripb  a  wysa,  as  man  that  a^keth  grmew  i 
But  no-thiriR  wisto  she  of  his  entente,  tut) 
Nftthplpos,    it   bApped,    er  thpy    tb«tinf« 

>rerit«,  960 

By-caiifl«  tbat  bn  was  hir  neigh^bcmi-. 
And  was  a  man  r^f  worahEp  and  bonoar, 
And  hadde  y-knowen  hira  of  tymo  ywre, 
The^-  filln  in  ffpecha  ;  and  forth  more  and 

iiiMr& 
Un-to  his  parpoa  drotiigh  AtireJins,        965 
And  ^^hnn  lie  sniij^h  his  tytne^  b«  sejde 

thllfi  ; 
*  Madame/  qnod  he,  *  by  god  tb*t  thii 

worlii  made. 
So  thftt   I   wist-o  it  mif^ht^    yovix  li«rtf 

(^lflde»  (i|o) 

I  wojde,  that  day  that  your  Ajrrerag^u 
WtJiitp  o%'(?r  tbo  Bee,  tbat  I,  Aureliaa,   ^jja 
Had  went  ther  nevej*  I  aboJde>  bAT«  <<imib 

ftjcroyn  ; 
For  "wol  I  w<>ot  my  service  is  in  inyn. 
My  grtordtin  is  hut  bro sting  of  myxi  h^rte  ; 
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Sin  I  yow  see  so  pitonsly  complayne ; 
Loke  what  day  that,  endelong  Britayne, 
Yeremoeve  alio  the  rokkes,  stoon  by  stoon. 
That  they  ne  lette  ship  ne  boot  to  goon — 
I  seye,  whan  ye  han  maad  the  coost  so 

clene  995 

Of  rokkes,  that  ther  nis  no  stoon  y-sene, 
Than  wol  I  love  yow  beet  of  any  man  ; 
Have  heer  my  trouthe  in  al  that  ever  I 

can.*  (370) 

'  Is  ther  non  other  grace  in  yow  ? '  quod  he. 
'  No,  by  that  lord,'  quod  she,  '  that  maked 

me !  1000 

For  wel  I  woot  that  it  shal  never  bityde, 
Lat  swiche  folies  oat  of  yonr  herte  slyde. 
What  deyntoe  sholde  a  man  han  in  his  lyf 
For  to  go  love  another  mannos  wyf, 
That  hath  hir  body  whan  so  that  him 

lyketh  ? '  1005 

Aorelins  fal  ofte  sore  sykoth  ; 
Wo  was  Aurelio,  whan  that  he  this  herde. 
And  with  a  sorwefol  herte  he  thns  an- 

swerde :  (aSo) 

*  Madame,'  quod  he,  *  this  were  an  in- 
possible  !  1009 
Than  moot  I  dye  of  sodein  deth  horrible.* 
And  with  that  word  he  tamed  him  anoon. 
Tho  come  hir  othere  freendes  many  oon, 
And  in  the  alcyes  romeden  up  and  doan, 
And  no-thing  wisto  of  this  conclusioon, 
Bat  sodeinly  bigonne  revel  ncwe  1015 
Til  that  the  bright^  sonne  losto  his  howe  ; 
For  th'orisonte  hath  reft  the  sonne  his 

light ;  (289) 

This  is  as  macho  to  seye  as  it  was  night. 
And  hoom  they  goon  in  joye  and  in  solas. 
Save  only  wrecche  Aarelias,  alias  !  loao 
He  to  his  hoas  is  goon  with  sorwefal  herte ; 
Ho  seeth  he  may  nat  fro  his  doeth  asterte. 
Him  semed  that  he  felto  his  herte  colde  ; 
Up  to  the  hevene  his  handes  ho  gan  holde. 
And  on  hisknowesbare  hosettehim  doan, 
And  in  his  raving  soyde  his  orisoun.  1026 
For  verray  wo  ont  of  his  wit  ho  breyde. 
He  niste  what  he  spak,  bat  thus  he  seyde ; 
With   pitoas  herte  his  pleynt  hath  ho 

bigonne  (301) 

Un-to   the  goddes,   and   first   an-to  the 

Sonne :  1050 

He  seyde,  *  AppoUo,  god  and  govemoar 
Of  oveiy  plaonte,  herbe,  tree  and  floor, 


That  ye  vest,  after  thy  declinacioan. 
To  ech  of  hem  his  tyme  and  his  sesoon, 
As  thyn  herberwe  chaangeth  lowe  or  hye, 
liord  Phcbos,  cast  thy  merciable  y6    1036 
On  wrecche  Aurelie,  which  that  am  but 

lorn.  (309) 

Ix),  lord !  my  lady  hath  my  dcoth  y-ewom 
With-oate  gilt,  bat  thy  benignitee      1039 
Upon  my  dedly  herte  have  som  pitoe  ! 
For  wel  I  woot,  lord  Phobas,  if  yow  lest, 
Ye  may  me  helpen,  save  my  lady,  best. 
Now  voacheth  saaf  that  I  may  yow  dovyso 
How  that  I  may  been  holi)o  and  in  what 

wyse,  1044 

Yoar  blisfol  saster,  Lacina  the  shene. 
That  of  th  e  sec  is  chief  goddesse  and  qaeno, 
Though  Ncptunns  have  deitee  in  the  see, 
Yet  empercsso  abovcn  him  is  she  :      (320) 
Ye  knowen  M-el,  lord,  that  right  as  hir 

desyr  1040 

Is  to  be  quiked  and  lightned  of  3roar  fyr, 
For  which  she  folweth  yow  ful  bisily. 
Bight  »>  the  see  des^nreth  natarelly 
To  folwen  hir,  as  she  that  is  goddcsse 
Bothe  in  the  see  and  riveros  more  and 

lesso. 
Wliorfore,  lord   Phobas,   this  is  my  rc- 

qucste —  i(>55 

Do  this  miracle,  or  do  myn  herte  breste — 
That  now,  next  at  this  opposicionn,    (339) 
Which  in  the  signo  shal  be  of  the  Lcoun, 
As  preyeth  hir  so  greet  a  flood  to  bringo, 
That  fyve  fadmo  at  the  leeste  it  overspringo 
The  hyesto  rokke  in  Armorik  Briteyne ; 
And  lat  this  flood  endure  yeres  twej-ne  ; 
Than  certes  to  my  lady  may  I  seye  : 
^'Holdeth  your  heste,  the  rokkes  been 

awcye."  1064 

Lord  Phebus,  dooth  this  miracle  for  me ; 
Preye  hir  she  go  no  faster  coars  than  ye ; 
I  seye,  preyeth  your  suster  that  she  go 
No  faster  oours  than  ye  thiso  yeres  two. 
Than  shal  she  been  evene  att«  fulle  alwe^, 
And  spring-flood  laste  bothe  night  and 

day.  (34*)  1070 

And,  but  she  voucho-sauf  in  swiche  manore 
To  graunto  me  my  sovoreyn  lady  dere, 
Prey  hir  to  sinken  every  rok  adoun 
In-to  hir  owene  dcrke  regioan 
Under  the  ground,  ther  Pluto  dwelleth 

inne,  1075 
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Or  never-xno  shal  I  my  lady  winne. 
Thy  temple  in  Delphos  wol  I  barefoot  seke ; 
Lord  Fhebos,  see  the  teres  on  my  oheke, 
And  of  my  peyne  have  som  oompanoun.' 
And  with  that  word  in  swowne  he  fil 

adonn,  (35a)  1080 

And  longe  tjrme  he  lay  forth  in  a  trannne. 

His  brother,  which  that  knew  of  his 

penannoef 
Up  oaoghte  him  and  to  bedde  he  hath 

him  bro^t. 
Dispeyred  in  this  torment  and  this  thoght 
Lete  I  this  woAil  creature  lye ;  1085 

Chese  he,  for  me,  whether  he  wol  live  or 

dye. 
Arveragos,  with  hele  and  greet  hononr, 
As  he  that  was  of  ohivalrye  the  floor,  (360) 
Is  comen  hoom,  and  othere  worthy  men. 
O  blisfol  artow  now,  thou  Dorigen,  1090 
That  hast  thy  lusty  housbonde  in  thyne 

acmes, 
The  fr^sshe  knight,  the  worthy  man  of 

armes. 
That  loveth  thee,  as  his  owene  hertes  lyf. 
No-thing  list  him  to  been  imaginaiyf 
If  any  wight  had  spoke,  whyl  he  was 

oute,  1095 

To  hire  of  love ;  he  hadde  of  it  no  doute. 
He  noght  entendeth  to  no  swich  matere, 
But  daunceth,  justeth,  maketh  hir  good 

chere ;  (370) 

And  thus  in  joye  and  blisse  I  lete  hem 

dwelle, 
And  of  the  syke  Aurelius  wol  I  telle,  xioo 

In  langour  and  in  torment  furious 
Two  yeer  and  more  lay  wrecohe  Aurelius, 
Er  any  foot  he  mighte  on  erthe  goon ; 
Ne  confort  in  this  tyme  hadde  he  noon. 
Save  of  his  brother,  which  that  was  a  clerk ; 
He  knew  of  al  this  wo  and  al  this  werk. 
For  to  non  other  creature  certcyn       1107 
Of  this  matere  he  dorste  no  word  seyn. 
Under  his  brest  he  bar  it  more  secree  (381) 
Than  ever  dide  Pamphilus  for  Gkdathee. 
His  brest  was  hool,  with-oute  for  to  sene. 
But  in  his  herte  ay  was  the  arwe  kene. 
And  wel  ye  knowe  that  of  a  sursanure 
In  surgeiye  is  perilous  the  cure. 
But  men  mighte  touche  the  arwe,  or  come 

therby.  11 15 

Hi»  brother  weep  and  wayled  prively. 


Til  atte  laste  him  fll  in  remembraonoe, 
That  whyl  he  was  ai  Orliens  in  Fraonoe, 
As  yonge  clerkes,  that  been  Ukerous  (391) 
To  reden  artes  that  been  curious,       iijo 
Seken  in  eveiy  halke  and  every  heme 
Farticuler  sciences  for  to  leme, 
He  him  remembred  that,  upon  a  day, 
At  Orliens  in  studie  a  book  he  say 
Of  magik  naturel,  which  his  felawe,  11^5 
That  was  that  tyme  a  bacheler  of  lawe, 
Al  were  he  ther  to  leme  another  craft, 
Had  prively  upon  his  desk  y-laft ;     (400) 
Which  book  spak  muchel  of  the  opersp 

oiouns, 
Tonchinge  the  eighte  and  twenty  man- 

siouns  njo 

That  longen  to  the  mone,  and  swich  folje, 
As  in  our  dayes  is  nat  worth  a  flye; 
For  holy  chirches  feith  in  our  bileve 
Ne  suffireth  noon  iUnaion  us  to  grave. 
And  whan  this  book  was  in  his  remem- 

braunoe,  "35 

Anon  for  joye  his  herte  gan  to  dannoe, 
And  to  him-self  he  seyde  prively : 
*  Ky  brother  shal  be  warisshed  hastily; 
For  I  am  siker  that  ther  be  sciences,  (411) 
By  whiche  men  make  diverse  aj^arenoet 
Swiche  as  thise  subtUe  tr^etoores  pleye. 
For  ofte  at  festes  have  I  wel  herd  seye. 
That  tregetours,  with-inne  an  halle  large, 
Have  maad  come  in  a  water  and  a  barge, 
And  in  the  halle  rowen  up  and  doniL  1145 
Som^rme  hath semed oome  agrim  leonn ; 
And  somtyme  floures  springe  as  in  a  mede ; 
Somtyme  a  vyne,  and  grapes  whyte  and 

rede ;  (4») 

Somtyme  a  castel,  al  of  lym  and  stoon ; 
And  whan  hem  lyked,  voyded  it  anooa 
Thus  semed  it  to  every  mannes  aaghU. 
Now  than  conclude  I  thus,  that  if  I 

mighte  iip 

At  Orliens  som  old  felawe  y-finde, 
That  hadde  this  mones  Tru^ttgiftna in minde, 
Or  otheat  magik  naturel  above,  "55 

He  sholde  wel  make  my  brother  han  his 

love. 
For  with    an    apparence   a  deik  xnay 

make 
To  mannes  sighte,  that  alle  the  rokkes 

blake  (if>) 

Of  Britaigne  weren  y-voyded  evtddicn, 
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And  ihippefl  by  the  brinke  comen  and 

gon,  1 160 

And  in  swich  forme  endure  a  day  or  two ; 
Than  were  my  brother  warisshed  of  hU 

wo. 
Than  moste  ihe  nodes  holden  hir  biheste, 
Or  elles  he  shal  shame  hir  atte  leste.' 
What  sholde  I  make  a  lenger  tale  of 

this?  1 165 

Un-to  his  brotheres  bed  he  comen  is. 
And  swich  confort  he  yaf  him  for  to  gon 
To  Orliens,  that  he  up  stirte  anon,    (440) 
And  on  his  wcy  forthward  thanne  is  he 

fare, 
In  hope  for  to  ben  lissed  of  his  care.  1 170 
Whan  they  were  come  almost  to  that 

citee, 
Bnt-if  it  were  a  two  furlong  or  three, 
A  yong  clerk  rominge  by  him-self  they 

mette, 
Which  that  in  Latin  thriftily  hem  grette, 
And  after  that  he  seyde  a  wonder  thing : 
*  I  knowe,*  quod  he,  *  the  cause  of  your 

coming';  1176 

And  er  they  forther  any  fote  wente,  (449) 

He  tolde  hem  al  that  was  in  hir  entente. 

This  Briton  clerk  him  asked  of  felawes 

The  whiche  that  he  had  knowe  in  olde 

dawes;  1180 

And  he  answerde  him  that  they  dede  were. 
For  which  he  weep  ful  ofte  many  a  tere. 
Doun  of  his  hors  Aurelius  lighte  anon, 
And  forth  with  this  magicien  is  he  gon 
Hoom  to  his  hous,  and  made  hem  wel  at 

ese.  1 185 

Hem  lakked  no  yitaille  that  mighte  hem 

plese; 
So  wel  arrayed  hous  as  ther  was  oon 
Aurelius  in  his  lyf  saugh  never  noon.  (460) 
He  shewed  him,  er  he  wente  to  sopeer, 
Forestes,  parkos  tal  of  wilde  deer ;      1 190 
Ther  saugh  he  hertes  with  hir  homes 

hye, 
The  gretteste  that  ever  were  seyn  with  yC 
He  saugh  of  hem  an  hondred  slayn  with 

houndes, 
And  somme  with  arwes  blede  of  bittre 

woundes. 
He  saugh,  whan  voided  were  thise  wilde 

deer,  1195 

TUm  flmconen  upon  a  fair  river, 


That  with  hir  haukes  han    the  heron 

slayn. 
Tho  saugh  he  knightes  justing  in  a  playn ; 
And  after  this,  he  dide  him  swich  ple- 

saunce,  (471) 

That  he  him  shewed  his  lady  on  a  daunce 
On  which  him-self  he  daunced,  as  him 

thoughte.  1201 

And  whan  this  maister,  that  this  magik 

wroughte, 
Saugh  it  was  tyme,  he  ciapte  his  handes 

two. 
And  farewel !  al  our  revel  was  ago. 
And  yet  remoeved  they  never  out  of  tho 

hous,  1J05 

Whyl  they  saugh  al  thissighte  merveiUous, 
But  in  his  studio,  ther-as  his  bookes  be, 
They  soten  stille,  and  no  wight  but  they 

three.  (480; 

To  him  this  maistor  called  his  squyer. 
And  seyde  him  thus :  *  is  redy  our  soper  ? 
Almost  an  houre  it  is,  I  undertake,    lai  i 
Sith  I  yow  bad  our  soper  for  to  make, 
Whan  that  thise  worthy  men  wenten 

with  me 
In-to  my  studio,  ther-as  my  bookes  be.' 
*  Sire, '  quod  this  squyer,  *  whan  it  lyketh 

yow,  1315 

It  is  al  redy,  though  ye  wol  light  now.* 
*  Go  we  than  soupe,*  quod  he,  '  as  for  the 

beste; 
This  amorous  folk  som-tyme  mote  han 

reste.*  (490 

At-afler  soper  fille  they  in  tretee, 
What  somme  sholde  this  maistres  guer- 
don be,  i22ii 
To  remoeven  aUe  the  rokkes  of  Britayne. 
And  eek  from  Qerounde  to  the  mouth  of 

Sayne. 
He  made  it  straunge,  and  swoor,  so  god 

him  save, 
Lasse  than  a  thousand  pound  he  wolde 

nat  have, 
Ke  gladly  for  that  somme  he  wolde  nat 

goon.  1325 

Aurelius,  with  blisf\il  herte  anoon, 
Answerde  thus,  *  fy  on  a  thousand  pound ! 
This  wyde  world,  which  that  men  seye  is 

round,  (500. 

I  wolde  it  yeve,  if  I  were  lord  ot  ii.     1229 
This  bargayn  is  ftxl  drive,  for  we  ben  knit 
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Ye  shal  bo  payed  trewely,  by  my  troutho ! 
Bat  loketh  now,   for    no  nedigenoe  or 

sloathe, 
Ye  tarie  us  beer  no  longer  than  to-morwe.' 
*  Nay,'  quod  this  clerk,  *  have  heer  my 

feith  to  borwe.* 
To  bedde  is  goon  Aarelias  whan  him 

leste,  1335 

And  wel  ny  al  that  night  he  hadde  his 

reste;  (508) 

What  for  his  labour  and  his  hope  of  blisae, 
His  wofdl  herte  of  penaonoe  hadde  a  lisse. 
Upon  the  morwe,  whan  that  it  was  day, 
To  Britaigne  toke  they  the  righte  way,  1240 
Aorelios,  and  this  magicien  bisyde. 
And  been  descended    ther   they  wolde 

abyde ; 
And  this  was,  as  the  bokes  me  remembre, 
The  oolde  frosty  seson  of  Deoembre. 

Phebos  wex  old,  and  hewed  lyk  latonn, 
That  in  his  hote  declinaoioon  1246 

Shoon  as  the  burned  gold  with  stremes 

brighte ;  (519) 

Bat  now  in  Caprioom  adoon  he  lighte, 
Wher-as  he  shoon  tul  pale,  I  dar  wel  seyn. 
The  bittre  frostes,  with  the  sleet  and  reyn, 
Destroyed  hath  the  grene  in  eveiy  yerd. 
Janas  sit  by  the  fjrr,  with  doable  herd, 
And  drinketh  of  his  bogle-horn  the  wyn. 
Bifom  him  stant  braon  of  the  tusked 

swyn,  1354 

And  '  Nowel  *  cryeth  evexy  lusty  man, 

Aurelius,  in  al  that  ever  he  can, 
Doth  to  his  maist«r  chere  and  reverence. 
And  preyeth  him  to  doon  his  diligence 
To  bringen  him  out  of  his  peynes  smerte. 
Or  with  a  swerd  that  he  wolde  slitte  his 

herte.  (53a)  1260 

This  subtil  clerk  swioh  routhe  had  of 

this  man, 
That  night  and  day  he  spedde  him  that 

he  can. 
To  wajrte  a  tyme  of  his  conolusionn ; 
This  is  to  seye,  to  make  illusioun. 
By  swich  an  apparence  or  jogelrye,     12^ 
I  ne  can  no  termes  of  astrologye, 
That  she  and  every  wight  sh<dde  wene 

and  seye,  (539) 

That  of  Britaigne  the  rokkes  were  aweye, 
Or  elles  they  were  sonken  under  grounde. 
So  atte  laste  he  hath  his  tyme  y-founde 


To  maken  his  japes  and  his  wrecched- 

nesse  1271 

Of  swich  a  superstioious  oursednesse. 
His  tables  Toletanes  forth  he  brog^t^ 
Ful  wel  corrected,  ne  ther  lakked  no^t, 
Neither  his  ooUeot  ne  his  expans  yeres, 
Ne  his  rotes  ne  his  othere  geres,         1176 
As  been  his  centres  and  his  argoments, 
And  his  proporoionels  oonvenients    (550) 
For  his  equacions  in  every  thing. 
And,  by  his  eighte  spere  in  his  wirking, 
He  knew  ful  wel  how  fer  Alnath  wu 

shove  ii8i 

Fro  the  heed  of  thilke  fixe  Aries  above 
That  in  the  ninthe  speere  considered  ii; 
Ful  subtilly  he  oalculed  al  this. 
Whan  he  had  founde  his  firste  man- 

sioun,  12S5 

He  knew  the  remenant  by  p^porcioon; 
And   knew  the    axysing    of  his   mone 

weel, 
And  in  whos  iaoe,  and  terme,  and  every* 

deel;  0^^'' 

And  knew  ful  weel  the  mones  mansioan 
Acordaunt  to  his  oi>eracioun,  1^90 

And  knew  also  his  othere  observaonces 
For  swiohe  illusiouns  and  swicho  mes- 

ohaunces 
As  hethen  folk  used  in  thilke  dayes; 
For  which  no  longer  maked  he  delayes, 
But  thuigh   his  magik,  for  a  wyke  or 

tweye,  i«t5 

It  semed  tJiat  alle  the  rokkes  were  sweye. 

Aurelius,  which  that  yet  despeired  ii 
Wher  he  shal  han  his  love  or  fare  amis, 
Awaiteth  night  and  day  on  this  miiaole ; 
And  whan  he  knew  that  ther  was  noon 

obstacle,  (572)  ijoo 

That  voided  were  thise  rokkes  everiohom 
Doun  to  his  maistres  feet  he  fil  anon. 
And  seyde,  '  I  woful  wreoohe,  Aorelini, 
Thanke  yow,  lord,  and  lady  niyn  Venus, 
That  me  han  holpen  fro  my  cares  oolde :' 
And  to  the  temple  his  wey  forth  hath  he 

holde,  iya6 

Wher-as  he  knew  he  sholde  his  lady  see. 
And  whan  he  saugh  his  tyme,  anon-ri^t 

he,  (580) 

With  diedful  herte  and  vrith  ful  humble 

chore, 
Salewed  hath  his  sovereyn  lady  den:  i5i<> 
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*  Hy  righte  lady,'  qaod  this  wofnl  man, 
*  Whom  I  most  drede  and  lovo  as  I  best 

can, 
And  lothest  wero  of  al  this  world  displese, 
Nero  it  that  I  for  yow  have  Bwich  disese, 
That  I  moste  dyen  heer  at   yoar  foot 

anon,  1315 

Koght  woldo  I  telle  how  me  is  wo  bigon  ; 
But  certes  outher  moste  I  dye  or  pleyno ; 
Ye  slee  me  giltelees  for  verray  peyne.  (590) 
But  of  my  decth,  thogh  that  ye  have  no 

routhe, 
Avyseth    yow,   or    that    yo    broke    your 

trout  he.  1^20 

Repcnt«th  yow,  for  thilke  god  above, 
Kr  ye  me  sleen  by-cause  that  I  yow  love. 
For,  madame,  wel  ye  woot  what  ye  han 

bight ; 
Nat  that  I  cholange  any  thing  of  right 
Of  yow  my  sovereyn  lady,  but  your  grace ; 
But  in  a  gardin  yond,  at  swich  a  place, 
Ye  woot  right  wel  what  yo  bihighten  me  ; 
And  in  myn  hand  your  troutho  plighten 

ye  (600) 

To  love  me  best,  god  woot,  ye  seyde  so, 
Al  be  that  I  unworthy  be  therto.         1330 
Madame,  I  speke  it  for  the  honour  of  yow. 
More  than  to  save  myn  hertes  lyf  right 

now; 
I  have  do  so  as  ye  comanded  me ; 
And  if  ye  vouehe-sauf,  ye  may  go  see. 
Doth  as  yow  list,  have  your  biheste  in 

minde,  .  1335 

For  quik  or  deed,  right  ther  ye  shul  me 

iinde; 
In  yow  lyth  al,  to  do  me  live  or  deye ; — 
But  wel  I  woot  the  rokkes  been  aweye  ! ' 
He  taketh  his  leve,  and  she  astonied 

stooil,  (611) 

In  al  hir  face  nas  a  drope  of  blood  ;     1340 
She  wende  never  han  come  in  swich  a 

trappe: 
'  Alias ! '  quo<l  she,  *  that  ever  this  sholde 

happe! 
For  wende  I  never,  by  possibilitce. 
That  swich  a  monstro  or  merveille  mightc 

be! 
It  is  aga>'n8  the  proces  of  nature  : '      1345 
And  hoom  she  gooth  a  sorweful  creature. 
For  verray  fere  unnethe  may  she  go, 
She  wepeth,  wailleth,  al  a  day  or  two,  (6a«)) 


And  swowneth,  that  it  routhe  wna  to  see ; 
But  why  it  was,  to  no  wight  tolde  she ;  1350 
For  out  of  tonne  was  goon  Arveragus. 
But  to  hir-self  she  spak,  and  seyde  thus, 
With  face  pale  and  with  fal  sorweful 

chere. 
In  hir  oompleynt,  as  ye  shul  after  hero  : 
*  Alias,'  quod  she,  *on  thee,  Fortune, 

I  pleyne,  1355 

That  unwar  wrapped  host   me    in   thy 

cheyne; 
For  which,  t'escape,  woot  I  no  socour 
Save  only  deeth  or  elles  dishonour ;    (630) 
Oon  of  thise  two  bihoveth  me  to  chese. 
But  nathelees,  jret  have  I  lever  lese     1360 
My  lyf  than  of  my  body  have  a  shame, 
Or  knowe  my-selven  fals,  or  lese  my  name, 
And  with  my  deth  I  may  be  quit,  y-wis. 
Hath  ther  nat   many  a  noble  yryi\  er 

this,  1364 

And  nuuiy  a  mayde  y-alxiyn  hir-self,  alias ! 

Rather  than  with  hir  body  doon  trespas? 

Yis,  certes,  lo,  thise  stories  heron  wit- 

nesse; 
Whan  thretty  tyraunts,   fUl  of  cursed- 

nesse,  (640) 

Had  slayn  Phidoun  in  Athenes,  atte  festc. 
They  comanded  his  doghtros  for  t'areste. 
And  bringtn  hem  bifom  hem  in  despyt 
Al  naked,  to  fulfille  hir  foul  delyt,       137J 
And  in  hir  fadree  blood  they  made  hem 

dannce 
Upon  the  pavement,  god  yeve  hem  mis- 

chaunce ! 
For  which  thise  woful   maydens.  Ail  of 

drede,  1375 

Rather  than  they  woldo  lese  hir  mayden- 

hede, 
They  prively  ben  stirt  in-to  a  welle. 
And   dre3mte  hem-selven,  as  the  bokes 

telle.  ifytn}) 

Tliey  of  Messcne  lete  enquere  and  seke 
Of  I^acedomie  fil^y  maydens  eke,  13}^) 

On  whiche  they  woldcn  doon  hir  lecherj-o; 
But  was  ther  noon  of  al  that  companye 
Thai  she  nas   slaj-n,   and  with  a  good 

entente 
Chees  rather  for  to  dye  than  assente 
To  been  oppressed  of  hir  maydenhede.  i  ^85 
Why  sholde  I  thanne  to  dye  been   in 

drede? 
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Lo,  eek,  the  tiratint  Aristoolidea  (^9) 
That  loved  a  nu^deiif  heet  Stimphalides, 
Whan  that  hir  fader  slayn  was  on  a  night, 
Un-to  Dianes  temple  goth  ihe  right,  1390 
And  hente  the  image  in  hir  handes  two. 
Fro  which  image  wolde  ihe  never  ga 
No  wight  ne  mighte  hir  handet  of  it  azace, 
Til  she  was  slayn  right  in  the  selve  place. 
Kow  sith  that  maydens  hadden  swich 

despyt  1395 

To  been  defooled  with  mannes  fool  delyt, 
Wei  oghte  a  W3rf  rather  hir-selven  slee 
Than  be  defonled,  as  it  thinketh  mo.  (670) 

What  shal  I  seyn  of  Hasdmbales  wyf, 
That  at  Cartage  birafte  hir-self  hir  lyf  ? 
For  whan  she  sangh  that  Bomayns  wan 

the  tonn,  1401 

She  took  hir  children  alle,  and  ddpte 

adoon 
In-to  the  fyr,  and  ohees  rather  to  dye 
Than  any  Bomayn  dide  hir  vileinye. 
Hath   nat   Lacresse   y-slayn   hir-self, 

aHas!  1405 

At  Rome,  whanne  she  oppressed  was 
Of  Tarqoin,    for   hir   thonghte    it  was 

a  shame 
To  liven  whan  she  hadde  lost  hir  name? 
The  sevene  maydens  of  Milesie  also  (681) 
Han  slayn  hem-self,  for  verray  drede  and 

wo,  1 4 10 

Bather  than  folk  of  Qanle  hem  sholde 

oppresse. 
Mo  than  a  thousand  stories,  as  I  gesse, 
Conde    I  now   telle    as   toachinge    this 

matere. 
Whan  Habradate  was  slayn,  his  wyf  so 

dere 
Hireelven  slow,  and   leet  hir    blood  to 

glyde  1415 

In  Habradates  woondes  depe  and  wyde. 
And  seyde,  "  my  body,  at  the  leeste  way, 
Ther  shal  no  wight  defoolen,  if  I  may.** 
What  sholde  I  mo  ensamples  heer-of 

sayn,  (691)  14 19 

Sith  that  so  manye  han  hem-selven  slayn 
Wei  rather  than  they  wolde  defooled  be? 
I  wol  conclude,  that  it  is  bet  for  me 
To  sleen  my-self,  than  been  defonled  thus. 
I  wol  be  trewe  nn-to  Arveragns, 
Or  rather  sleen  my-self  in  som  manere. 
As  dido  Demociones  doghter  dere,       1426 


By-canse  that  she  wolde  nat  defooled  be. 

O  Cedasos !  it  is  fol  greet  pitee,      (jm) 

To  reden  how  thy  doghtren  deyde,  alias ! 

That  slows  hem-selven  for  swioh  maner 

oas.  I4J0 

As  greet  a  pitee  was  it,  or  wel  more, 
The  Theban  mayden,  that  for  Niohanore 
Hir-selven  slow,  right  for  swioh  msner 
wa 

Another  Theban  mayden  dideri^t  so; 
For  oon  of  Macedoine  hadde  hir  <^>prested. 
She  with  hir  deeth  hir  maydenhede  re- 
dressed. i4J^ 

What  shal  X  seye  of  Nicerates  wyf, 
That  for  swioh  cas  birafte  hir-self  hir  ]jff 

How  trewe  eek  was  to  Aloefaiftdet  (71') 
His  love,  that  rather  for  to  dyen  ohee8i44o 
Than  for  to  soffre  his  body  nnboried  be! 
Lo  which  a  wyf  was  Aloest^*  qood  sIm. 

*  What  seith  Omer  of  gode  Penalopae? 
Al  Orece  knoweth  of  hir  chsstitea. 

Pardee,  of  Laodomj^  is  writen  thus,  M45 
That  whan  at  Troye  was  slayn  Prath«> 

selaos, 
No  longer  wolde  she  live  after  his  day. 

The  same  of  noble  Poroia  telle  I  may ; 
With-oote  Brotns  coode  she  nat  live,  (721) 
To  whom  she  hadde  al  hool  hir  herte 
yive.  1450 

The  parfit  wyfhod  of  Asihemegye 
Honoored  is  thurgh  al  the  Barbaiya 

O  Tenta,  qoeen !  thy  wyfly  chsstitM 
To  alle  wyves  may  a  miroor  be.  i454 

The  same  thing  I  seye  of  Bilia,       [T.  om. 
Of  Bodogone,  and  eek  Valeria.'      (T.  <m. 

Thos  plesmed  Dorigene  a  day  or  tw«ye, 
Porposinge  ever  that  she  wolde  dey«.  ijp) 

But  nathelees,  opon  the  thridde  zu|^t> 

Hom  cam  Arveragns,  this  worthy  knight. 

And  asked  hir,  why  that  she  weep  v> 

sore?  U^' 

And  she  gan  wepen  ever  lenger  the  more. 

*  Alias!'    qood   she,    *that  ever  was 

I  bom  I 
Thos  have  I  seyd,'  qood  she,  *thiis  bare 

I  sworn' — 
And  told  him  al  asjre  han  herd  bifore;  1^ 
It  nedeth  nat  reheroe  it  yow  na-mora. 
This    hoosbond   with   gi»d   cher^  in 

freendly  wyse, 
Answerde  and  seyde  as  I  shal  yow  devyse : 
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*Is  ther  oght  elles,  Dorigen,  but  this  ?'  (741) 

*  Nay,  nay,'  qaod  she,  *  god  help  me  so, 

as  wis ;  1470 

This  is  to  mache,  and  it  were  goddes  wille.* 

*  Ye,  wyf/  quod  he,  *  Ut  slepon  that  is 

stille; 
It  may  be  wel,  paraventore,  yet  to-day. 
Ye  shol  yonr  tronthe  holden,  by  my  fay ! 
For  god  so  wisly  have  mercy  on  me,    1475 
I  hadde  wel  lever  y-stikcd  for  to  be, 
For  verray  loi'e  which  that  I  to  yow  have, 
Bat-if  yo  sholde  yonr  tronthe  kepe  and 

save.  (750) 

Tronthe  is  the  h^'este  thing  that  man 

may  kepe  : ' — 
Bnt  with  that  word  he  brast  anon  to 

wepe,  1480 

And  seydo,  '  I  yow  forbede,  np  peyne  of 

deeth, 
That  never,  whyl  thee  lastoth    lyf   no 

breeth, 
To  no  wight  tel  thou  of  this  aventnre. 
As  I  may  best,  I  wol  my  wo  endnre, 
No  make  no  oontenance  of  hevinosso,  1485 
That  folk  of  ^■ow  may  demon  harm  or 

gesse.' 
And    forth    ho    eloped  a  sqnyer    and 

a  mayde : 
'Ooth    forth    anon    with    Dorigen,'    he 

sayde,  (760) 

*And   bringeth    hir    to    swich   a  place 

anon.' 
They  take  hir  leve,  and  on  hir  wey  they 

gon ;  1490 

But  they  ne  wiste  why  she  thider  wente. 
He  nolde  no  wight  tollon  his  entente  (7C14) 
Paraventore  an  heep  of  yow,  y-wis, 

[T.  om. 
Wol  holden  him  a  leweil  man  in  this, 

[T.  om. 
That  he  wol  pntte  his  wjrf  in  jajmrtye ; 

[T.  om. 
Herkneth  the  tale,  er  ye  np-on  hir  crye. 

fT.  om. 
She  may  have  bettre  fortune  than  yow 

semeth ;  [T.  om. 

And  whan   that  ye  han  herd  the  tale, 

demeth.  [T.  om. 

This  squyer,  which  that  highte  Aurelius, 
On  Dorigen  that  was  so  amorous,  (773)  1500 
Of  aventnre  happed  hir  to  mete 


Amidde  the  toon,  right  in  the  quikkest 

strete, 
As  she  was  bonn  to  goon  the  wey  forth- 
right 
Toward  the  gardin  ther-as  she  had  hight 
And  he  was  to  the  gardinward  also ;   1505 
For  wel  he  spyed,  whan  she  wolde  go 
Out  of  hir  hoos  to  any  maner  place. 
But    thus    th^  mette,  of  aventnre  or 

grace ;  (780) 

And  he  saleweth  hir  with  glad  entente. 
And  asked  of  hir  whiderward  she  wente? 
And  she  answerde,  half  as  she  were  mad, 
*  Un-to  the  gardin,  as  myn  honsbond  bad. 
My  tronthe  for  to  holde,  alias !  alias ! ' 

Aurelius  gan  wondren  on  this  cas, 
And  in  his  herto  had  greet  oompasnonn 
Of  hir  and  of  hir  lamentacioun,  1516 

And  of  Arveragns,  the  worthy  knight, 
That  bad  hir  holden    al  that  she  had 

hight,  (7QO) 

So  looth  him  was  his  wyf  sholde  breke 

hir  tronthe ; 
And  in  his  herte  he  canghte  of  this  greet 

ronthe,  1530 

Consideringo  the  beste  on  every  9yde, 
That  fVo  his  lust  yet  were  him  lever  abyde 
Than  doon  so  heigh  a  cherlish  wreoched- 

nesse 
Agayns  franohyae  and  alle  gentillesse ; 
For  which  in  fewe  wordes  sejrde  he  thns: 
*  Madame,  sejrth  to  yonr  lord  Arveragns, 
That  sith  I  see  his  grete  gentillesse    (Ron) 
To  yow,  and  eek  I  see  wel  your  distresse, 
That  him  were  lever  han  shame  (and  that 

were  routhe) 
Than  ye  to  me  sholde  brake  thus  your 

tronthe,  15.^) 

I  have  wel  lever  ever  to  snffre  wo 
Than  I  departe  the  love  bitwix  yow  twa 
I  yow  relesse,  madame,  in-to  yonr  bond 
Quit  every  sorement  and  every  bond,  1534 
That  ye  han  maad  to  me  as  heer-bifom, 
Sith  thilke  tyme  which  that  ye  were  bom. 
My  tronthe  I  plighte,  I  shal  yow  never 

reprove 
Of  no  biheste,  and  here  I  take  my  leve, 
As  of  the  treweste  and  the  beste  wyf  (811) 
That  ever  yet  I  knew  in  al  my  lyfl      1540 
But  every  wjrf  be-war  of  hir  biheste, 
On  Dorigene  remembreth  atte  leste. 
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Thus  can  a  squyer  doon  a  g^entil  dede. 
Am  weil  80  can  a  knight,  with-onten  drede.' 

She  thonketfa  him  np-<m  hir  kaees  a1 
l»re,  1545 

And  hoom  nn-to  hir  honibond  is  she  fare, 
And  tolde  him  al  as  ye  han  herd  me  sayd ; 
And  be  ye  siker,  he  was  so  weel  apayd,  (8jo) 
That  it  were  inpossible  me  to  wryte  ; 
What  sholde  I  longer  of  this  cas  endyte? 

Arvera^os  and  Dorigene  his  wyf      1551 
In  sovereyn  blisse  leden  forth  hir  lyf. 
Never  eft  ne  was  ther  angre  hem  bitwene ; 
He  cherisseth   hir  as  though  she  were 
a  queno ;  1554 

And  she  was  to  him  trewe  for  evermore. 
Of  thise  two  folk  ye  gete  of  me  na-more. 

Anrelins,  that  his  cost  hath  al  forlorn, 
Corseth  the  tyxne  that  ever  he  was  bom  : 
'  Alias,*  qnod  he,  '  aUas !  that  I  bihighte 
Of   pored    gold    a    thousand    pound    of 
wighto  (832)  1560 

Un-to  this  philosophro !  how  shal  I  do  ? 
I  see  na-more  but  that  I  am  fordo. 
Hyn  heritage  moot  I  nedos  selle, 
And    been  a  begger;    hoer   may  I  nat 

dwelle. 
And  shamen  al  my  kinrede  in  this  place, 
But  I  of  him  may  gete  bettre  grace.    1566 
Bnt  nathelees,  I  wol  of  him  assaye,    (839) 
At  certeyn  dayes,  yeer  by  yeer,  to  paye. 
And  thanke  him  of  his  grete  ourtei^ye ; 
My  trouthe  wol  I  kepe,  I  wol  nat  lye.'  1570 

With  herte  soor  he  gooth  un-to  his  oofre, 
And  broghte  gold  un-to  this  philosophre. 
The  value  of  fyye  hundred  pound,  I  gesse. 
And  him  bisecheth,  of  his  gentillesse, 
To  graunte  him  dayes  of  the  romenaunt. 
And  seyde,  'maister,  I  dar  wel  make 
avaunt,  1576 

I  failled  never  of  my  trouthe  as  yit ; 
For  sikerly  my  dette  shal  be  quit        (850) 
Towardes  yow,  how-ever  that  I  fare 
To  goon  a-begged  in  my  kirtle  bare.    1580 
But  wolde  ye  vouche-sauf,  up-on  seurtee, 
Two  yeer  or  three  for  to  respyten  me. 
Than  were  I  wel ;  for  eUes  moot  I  selle 
Myn  heritage ;  ther  is  na-more  to  telle.' 

This  philosophre  sobrely  answerde,  1585 


And  seyde  thus,  whan  he  thise  wordes 

herde :  ($58) 

^  Have  I  nat  holden  covenant  un-to  thee?' 

*  Yes;,  oertes,  wel  and  tuewelj,*  qnod  he. 

'  Hastow  nat  had  thy  lady  as  thee  lykethf* 

*No,   no,'  quod    he,  and    sorwefuUy  he 

syketh.  1590 

*  What  was  the  cause  ?  tel  me  if  thou  can.' 
Aurelius  his  tale  anon  bigan. 

And  tolde  him  al,  as  ye  han  herd  bifon  ; 
It  nedeth  nat  to  yow  reherce  it  more. 

He  seide,  *  Arveragus,  of  gentillesse,  1595 
Had  lover  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresie 
Than  that  his  wyf  were  of  hir  tronthe 

fals.'  (869) 

The  sorwe  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  him  all, 
How  looth  hir  was  to  been  a  wikked  wyf, 
And  that  she  lever  had  lost  that  d^  hir 

lyf,  1600 

And  that  hir  trouthe  she  swoor.  thtugfa 

innocence: 
*■  She  never  erst  herde  speke  of  apparenoe; 
That  made  me  han  of  hir  so  greet  pitee. 
And  right  as  frely  as  he  sente  hir  me, 
As  frely  sente  I  hir  to  him  ageyn.       i6cf5 
This  al  and  som,  ther  is  na-more  todepi.' 
This     philosophre     answerde,     'leve 

brother, 
Everich  of  yow  dide  gentilly  til  other.  (880) 
Thou  art  a  squyer,  and  he  is  a  kni^t ; 
But  god  forbede,  for  his  blisful  might,  1610 
But-if  a  clerk  coude  doon  a  gentil  dede 
As  wel  as  any  of  yow,  it  is  no  drede ! 

Sire,  I  relesse  thee  thy  thousand  poond. 
As  thou  right  now  were  cropen  out  of  the 

grround,  1614 

Ke  never  or  now  ne  haddest  knowen  ma 
Eor  sire,  I  wol  nat  take  a  peny  of  thee 
For  al  my  crafb,  ne  noght  for  my  travsille. 
Thou  hast  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitaille ;  (890) 
It  is  y-nogh,  and  farewel,  have  good  d«y :' 
And  took  his  hora,  and  forth  he  gooth 

his  way.  i6ao 

Lordinges,  this  question  wolde  I  aike 

now, 
Which  was  the  moste  free,as  thinketh  yow? 
Now  telleth  me,  er  that  ye  ferther  ^-ende. 
I  can  na-more,  my  tale  is  at  an  ende.  (896) 
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TiiK  ministre  and  tho  nonce  un-to  vyces, 
\Vhich  that  men  clepo  in  English  ydel- 

nessef 
That  iwrter  of  the  gate  iB  of  deljrces, 
Tescliue,  and  by  liir  contrarie  hir  op- 

prosse, 
That  is  to  seyn,  by  levefnl  bisinesse,         5 
Wol  oghten  wo  to  doon  al  onr  entente, 
Lest  that  the  foend  thargh  ydelnesse  us 

hcnte. 

For  he,  that  with  his  thousand  coides  slye 
Continuelly  us  waiteth  to  bichippe, 
Wlian  lie  may  man  in  ydelnosso  espye,  zo 
Ho  can  so  lightly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe, 
Til  that  a  man  be  hent  right  by  the  lappe, 
He  nis  nat  war  the  feend  hath  him  in 

honde ; 
Wol  oughte  us  werche,  and  ydelnes  with- 

stonde. 

And  though  men  dradden  never  for  to  dye, 
Yet  seen  men  wel  by  reson  dontelees,    16 
That  ydclnesse  is  roten  slogardye, 
Of  which    ther    never   comth    no  good 

encrees; 
And  seen,  that  slonthe  hir  holdeth  in 

a  lees 
Only  to  slope,  and  for  to  ete  and  drinke. 
And  to  devouren  al  that  othere  swinke.  ai 

And  for  to  putte  us  fro  swich  ydelnesse. 
That  cause  is  of  so  greet  confusioun, 
I  have  heer  doon  my  feithful  bisinesse, 
After  tho  legende,  in  translacioun  25 

Right  of  thy  glorious  lyf  and  passioun, 
Thou  with  thy  gerland  wroght  of  rose 

and  lilie ; 
Thee  mene  I,  mayde  and  martir,  wint 

Geoiliel 


Inuocacio  ad  Mariam. 

AxD  thou  that  flour  of  virgines  art  alio. 
Of  whom   that  Bernard  list  so  wel  to 

wryte,  30 

To  thee  at  my  biginning  first  I  calle ; 
Thou  comfort    of  us  wrecches,   do   me 

endyte 
Thy  maydens  deeth,  than  wan  thurgh  hir 

meiyte 
The  eternal  lyf,  and  of  the  feend  victorie, 
As  man  may  after  reden  in  hir  storie.    55 

Thou  mayde  and  mooder,  doghter  of  thy 

sono, 
Thou  wello  of  mercy,  sinful  sonles  cure, 
In  whom  that  god,  for  bountee,  chees  t<* 

wone, 
Thou    humble,    and    heigh    over    evei:>' 

creature. 
Thou  nobledest  so  ferforth  onr  nature,  40 
That  no  desdeyn  the  maker  haddo  of 

kinde, 
His  sone  in  blode  and  flesh  to  clothe  and 

winde. 

Withinne  the  cloistre  blisful  of  thy  ^jilos 
Took  mannes  shap  the  eternal  lovu  tuid 

pees, 
That  of  the  ti3me  com^ias  lord  and  gyde 

i^  45 

Whom  erthe  and  see  and  heven,  out  of 

roleea, 
Ay  horion  ;  and  thou,  virgin  wemmelees. 
Bar  of  thy  body,  and  dweltest  maydcn 

pure, 
The  creatour  of  every  creature. 

Assembled  is  in  thee  magnificenoe         50 
With  meroy,  goodnene,  and  with  ewich 
pitM 
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That  thou,  that  art  the  sonne  of  excel- 
lence, 
Nat  only  helpest  hem  that  preyen  thee, 
But  ofte  tyme,  of  thy  benignitee,  54 

Pol  frely,  er  that  men  thyn  help  biseche, 
Thou  goost  bifom,  and  art  hir  lyves  leche. 

Now  help,  thou  meke  and  bllsful  fayre 

mayde. 
Me,  ilemed  wrecche,  in  this  desert  of  galle ; 
Tliink  on  the  womman  Cananee,  that 

sayde 
That  whelpes  eten  somme  of  the  crommes 

alle  60 

That  from  hir  loxxles  table  been  y-falle ; 
And  though  that  I,  unworthy  sone  of  Eve, 
Bo  sinful,  yet  accepte  my  bileve. 

And,  for  that  feith   is  deed  with-outen 

werkes, 
So  for  to  werken  yif  me  wit  and  space,  65 
That  I  be  quit  fro  thennes  that  most  derk 

is! 
O  thou,  that  art  so  fajrr  and  ful  of  grace, 
Be  myn  advocat  in  that  hoighe  place 
Ther-as  withouten  ende  is  songe  'Osanne,' 
Thou  Cristes    mooder,  doghter    dere  of 

Anne!  70 

And  of  thy  light  my  soule  in  prison  lighte. 
That  troubled  is  by  the  contagioun 
Of  my  body,  and  also  by  the  wighte 
Of  erthly  luste  and  fals  affeccioun  ; 
O  haven  of  refut,  o  salvacioun  75 

Of  hem  that  been  in  sorwe  and  in  dis> 

tresse, 
Now  help,  for  to  my  werk  I  wol  mo  dresse. 

Yet  preye  I  yow  that  reden  that  I  wxsrte, 
Foryeve  me,  that  I  do  no  diligence 
This  ilke  storie  subtiUy  to  endyte ;         80 
For  both  have  I  the  wordes  and  sentence 
Of  him  that  at  the  seintes  reverence 
The  storie  wroot,  and  folwe  hir  legende. 
And  prey  yow,  that  ye  wol  mj  werk 
amende. 

Int4irpretacio  nominia  Cecilitj  quam  ponit 
fraUr  J<icobu8  IanuenH8  in  Legenda 
Aurea. 

•FiBST  wolde  I  jrow  the  name  of  seint 
Ceoilie  85 

Expoune,  as  men  may  in  hir  storie  see, 


It  is  to  seye  in  English  *■  hevenes  lilie,* 
For  pure  chastnesse  of  virginitee ; 
Or,  for  she  whytnesse  hadde  of  honestee. 
And  grene  of  conscience,  and  of  good 
fame  90 

The  sote  savour,  *  lilie '  was  hir  name. 

Or  Cecile  is  to  seye  *  the  wey  to  blinde,' 
For  she  ensample  was  by  good  techinge; 
Or  elles  Cecile,  as  I  writen  finde. 
Is  jbyned,  by  a  maner  conjoininge        95 
Of  ^hevene*  and  *Lia';    and   heer,  in 

iiguringe. 
The  *  heven '  is  set  for  thoght  of  holinesw, 
And  *  Lia '  for  hir  lasting  bisineoe. 

Cecile  may  eek  be  seyd  in  this  manere, 
'Wanting  of  blindnesse,*  for  hir  greU 

light  100 

Of  sapience,  and  for  hir  thewes  dere ; 
Or  elles,  lo !  this  maydens  name  bright 
Of '  hevene '  and  '  leos '  comth,  for  which 

by  right 
Men  mighte  hir  wol  *  the  heven  of  peple' 

calle,  104 

Ensample  of  gode  and  wyse  werkes  slle. 

For  '  leos ' '  peple '  in  English  is  to  seye. 
And  right  as  men  may  in  the  hevene  lee 
The  Sonne  and  mone  and  sterres  every 

weye, 
Right  so  men  gostly,  in  this  mayden  free, 
Seyen  of  feith  the  magnanimitee,        no 
And  eek  the  cleemesse  hool  of  sapience, 
And  sondry  werkes,  brighte  of  excelleoce. 

And  right  so  as  thise  philosophres  wiyte 
That  heven  is  swift  and  round  and  eek 

brenninge, 
Right  so  was  fayre  Cecilie  the  whyte  iiS 
Ful  swifb  and  bisy  ever  in  good  werkinge, 
And  round  imd  hool  in  good  peneveiio^ 
And  brenning  ever  in  charitee  ful  brighte ; 
Now  have  I  yow  declared  what  she  higbte. 
ExpUeil, 

Here   biginneth    the   Seconde  Nonnet 

Tale,  of  the  lyf  of  Seinte  CecUe. 
This  mayden  bright  Ceoilie,  as  hir  lyf 

seith,  i» 

Was  oomen  of  Romayns,  and  of  noUe 

kinde, 


J 
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And  Arom  hlr  cradel  up  fostred  in  tho 

feith 
Of  Oist,  and  bar  his  gospel  in  hir  mindo ; 
Sho  never  cossed,  as  I  writen  finde, 
Of  hir  preycre,  and  god  to  love  and  drede, 
Biseking  him  to  kepe  hir  maydenhede.  126 

And  when  this  mayden  sholde  nnto  a  man 
Y-wedde<l  be,  that  was  Ail  yong  of  age, 
^Vllich  that  y-oleped  was  Valerian, 
And  day  Mras  comen  of  hir  mariage,  130 
She,  fal  devont  and  humble  in  hir  corage, 
I'nder  hir  robe  of  gold,  that  sat  ful  fajrre, 
Ha<l  next  hir  flesh  y-olad  hir  in  an  heyre. 

And  whyl  the  organs  maden  melodye. 
To  god  alone  in  herte  thus  sang  sho  ;    135 
'  O  lord,  my  sonle  and  eek  my  body  gye 
Unwemmed,  lest  that  I  confounded  be :' 
And,  for  his  love  that  deyde  upon  a  tree, 
Every  seconde  or  thridde  day  she  faste,      | 
Ay  biddinge  in  hir  orisons  fal  faste.     140  j 

The  nij^ht  cam,  and  to  bedde  moste  she 

gon 
With  hir  housbonde,  as  ofte  is  the  manere, 
And  prively  to  him  she  seyde  anon, 

*  O  swete  and  wel  biloved  spouse  dere, 
Ther  is  a  conseil,  and  ye  woldo  it  here, 
WTiich  that  right  fain  I  wolde  unto  yow 

seye,  146 

Ho  that  ye  swere  j'e  shul  me  nat  biwreye.' 

Valerian  gan  faste  nnt«  hir  swere. 
That  for  no  cas,  ne  thing  that  mighto  be. 
Ho  sholde  never-mo  biwreyen  hero ;      150 
And  thanno  at  erst  to  him  thus  seyde  she, 

*  I  have  an  angel  whi(>h  that  loveth  me, 
That  with  greet  love,  wher-so  I  wake  or 

slepc. 
Is  redy  ay  my  body  for  to  kepe.  154 

And  if  that  he  may  folen,  out  of  drede. 
That  >*e  mo  touche  or  love  in  vileinye, 
He  right  anon  wol  sice  yow  with  the  dcde, 
And  in  your  yowthe  thus  ye  shnlden  dye ; 
And  if  that  ye  in  clone  love  me  gye. 
He  wol  yow  loven  as  me,  for  your  dlen- 
nease,  160 

And  shewen  yow  his  j<^e  and  his  bri^t- 


Valerian,  corrected  as  god  wolde, 
Answerdo  aga3m,  *  if  I  shal  trusten  thee, 
Lat  me  that  angel  see,  and  him  biholde ; 
And  if  that  it  a  verray  angel  be,  165 

Than  wol  I  doon  as  thou  hast  preyed  me  ; 
And  if  thou  love  another  man,  for  sothe 
Bight  with  this  swerd  than  wol  I  slee  yow 
bothe.' 

Cecile  answerde  anon  right  in  this  wysc, 

*  If  tliat  yow  list,  the  angel  shul  ye  see,  1 70 
80  that  ye  trowo  on  Crist  and  yow  bap- 

tyso. 
Qotli  forth  to  Via  Apia,'  quod  she, 
'That  fro  this  toun  ue  stant  but  mylos 

three. 
And,  to  the  povro  folkes  that  ther  dwelle, 
Sey  hem  right  thus,  as  that  I  shal  yuw 

telle.  175 

Telle  hem  that  I,  Cecile,  yow  to  hem  seute, 
To  shewen  yow  the  gode  Urban  the  ulde. 
For  secree  nodes  and  for  good  entente. 
And  whan  that  ye  scint  Urban  han  bi> 

h(»lde. 
Telle  him  the  wordes  whiche  I  to  yow 

tohie;  i«() 

And  whan  that  he  hath  purgc<l  yow  fro 

sinnc, 
Thanne  shul  ye  see  that  angel,   er  ye 

twinne.' 

Valerian  is  to  the  place  y-gon, 

And  right  as  him  was    taught  by  his 

leminge. 
He  fond  this  holy  olde  Urban  anon       1K5 
Among  tho  sointes  buriels  lotinge. 
And  he  anon,  with-outen  taryingo. 
Dido  his  message;  and  whan  that  he  it 

tolde. 
Urban  for  joyc  his  hondes  gan  up  hohio. 

The  teres  from  his  yfin  leet  he  falle —  ivx> 
*■  Almighty  lord,  O  Jesu  Crist,'  quod  he, 

*  Sower  of  chast  conseil,  herde  of  us  alle. 
The  fruit  of  thiike  seed  of  chastitee 
That  thou  hast  sowe  in  Cecile,  tak  to  thee ! 
Lo,  lyk  a  bisy  bee,  with-outen  gyle,       195 
Thee  serveth  ay  thyn  owene  thral  Cecile ! 

For  thiike  spouse,  that  she  took  but  now 
Ful  lyk  a  fiers  leoun,  she  sendeth  here, 
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As  meko  as  ever  waa  any  lamb,  to  yow  ! ' 
And   with  that  worde,  anon  ther  gan 

appere  *» 

An  old  man,  clad  in  "whyto  clothes  olere. 
That  hadde  a  book  with  lettre  of  golde  in 

honde. 
And  gan  bifom  Valerian  to  stonde. 

Valerian  as  deed  fll  donn  for  drede 
Whan  he  him  sangh,  and  he  up  hente 

him  tho,  2Q5 

And  on  his  book  right  thus  he  gan  to 

rede — 
*  Oo  Lord,  00  feith,  oo  god  with-onten  mo, 
Oo  Cristendom,  and  fader  of  alle  also, 
Aboven  alle  and  oyer  al  everywhere ' — 
Thise  wordes  al  with  gold  y-writen  were. 

Whan  this  was  rad,  than  seyde  this  olde 

man,  2" 

'Levestow  this  thing  or  no?   sey  ye  or 

nay.* 
'  I  leve  al  this  thing,'  qnod  Valerian, 
'  For  Bother  thing  than  this,  I  dar  wel  say. 
Under  the  hevene  no  wight  thinke  may.' 
Tho  vanisshed    th'olde    man,    he    niste 

where,  216 

And  i)ope  Urban    him  cristened    right 

there. 

Valerian  goth  hoom,  and  fint  Cecilie 
With-inne  his  chambre  with  an  angel 

stonde ; 
This  angel  hadde  of  roses  and  of  lilie    ajo 
Oorones  two,  the  which  he  bar  in  honde ; 
And  first  to  Ceoile,  as  I  nnderstonde, 
He  yaf  that  oon,  and  after  gan  he  take 
That  other  to  Valerian,  hir  make. 

'  With  body  clene  and  with  nnwemmed 
thoght  *  225 

Kepeth  ay  wel  thise  oorones,'  qnod  he ; 
'  Pro  Paradys  to  yow  have  I  hem  broght, 
Ne  never-mo  ne  shal  they  roten  be, 
Ne  lese  her  sote  savour,  trosteth  me  ; 
Ne  never  wight  shal  seen  hem  with  his  yfi, 
But  he  be  ohaast  and  hate  vileinyfi.      231 

And  thoo.  Valerian,  for  then  so  sone 
Assentedest  to  good  conseil  also, 
Sey  what  thee  list,  and  thoa  shalt  han 
thy  bone.' 


*■  I  have  a  brother,'  qnod  Valerian  tho,  aj5 
*  That  in  this  world  I  love  no  man  so. 
I  pray  yow  that  my  brother  may  han 

grace 
To  knowe  the  trouthe,  as  I  do  in  this 

place.' 

The  angel  s^yde,  *  god  ly keth  Uiy  reqneste, 
And  bothe,  with  the  palm  of  martirdom. 
Ye  shnllen  come  unto  his  blisful  feste.* 
And  with  that  word  Tiburoe  his  brother 

com. 
And  whan  that  he  the  savour  underaom 
Which  that  the  roses  and  the  lilies  caste, 
With-inne  his  herte  he  gan  to  wondre 

faste,  S45 

And  seyde,  *  I  wondre,  this  tyme  of  th* 

yeer, 
Whennes  that  sote  savour  oometh  so 
Of  rose  and  lilies  that  I  smelle  heer. 
For  though  I  hadde  hem  in  myn  hondtf 

two,  ^9 

The  savour  mighte  in  me  no  depper  ga 
The  sote  smel  that  in  myn  herte  I  findo 
Hath  chaunged  me  al  in  another  kinde.' 

Valerian  seyde,  *  two  corones  han  we, 
Snow-whjrte  and  rose-reed,  that  ihynen 

dere, 
Whiche  that  thyn  ySn  han  no  might  to 

see;  ^ 

And  as  thou  smellest  hem  thnrgh  mj 

preyere. 
So  shaltow  seen  hem,  leve  brother  dere, 
If  it  so  be  thou  wolt,  withouten  slouthe, 
Bileve  aright  and  knowen  verray  troutbe." 

Tibux«e  answerde,  *  seistow  this  to  me  s6o 
In  soothnesse,  or  in  dreem  I  herkne  this?' 
» In  dremes,'  quod  Valerian,  *han  wo  be 
Unto  this  tyme,  brother  myn,  y-wis. 
But  now  at  erst  in  trouthe  our  dwellingia' 
*How  woostow  this,'  quod  Tiburee,  'in 
whatwyse?'  ^ 

Quod  Valerian,  '  that  shal  I  thee  devyw- 

The  angel  of  god  hath  me  the  troathe 

y-taught 
Which  thou  shalt  seen,  if  that  thou  wolt 

reneye 
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The   ydoles   and    be    dene,    and   ellee 
naught* —  269 

And  of  the  mirarle  of  thise  ooroneetweye 
Seint  Ambrose  in  hU  preface  liat  to  seye  ; 
Solempnely  this  noble  doctoor  dcre 
Commendeth  it,  and  seith  in  this  manere: 

The  palm  of  martirdom  for  to  rece3rve, 
Seinte  Cecil©,  fnlfild  of  gfoddos  yifte,      275 
The  world  and  oek  hir  chambre  gan  she 

yreyve; 
Witnes  Tyburces  and  fValerians  shrifte, 
To  whiche    god    of   his  boontee  wolde 

shifte 
Comnes  two  of  floarcs  wol  smellinge. 
And  made  his  angel  hem  the  corones 

bringe;  380 

The  mayde  hath  broght  tliiso  men   to 

blisse  alK>ve ; 
The  world  hath  wist  what  it  is  worth, 

cort<?>Ti, 
Dc\'ocioan  of  chastitoo  to  love. — 
Tho  sliowcde  him  Cccile  al  open  and  pleyn 
That  alle  ydolcs  nis  but  a  thing  in  veyn  ; 
For  they  been  dombe,  and  therto  tliey 

been  deve,  a86 

And  charged  him  his  ydoles  for  to  leve. 

*Who  BO  that  troweth  nat  this,  a  beste 

he  is,' 
Qao<l  tho  Tibnrce,  *  if  that  I  slial  nat  lye.* 
And  she  gan  kisso  his  brost,  that  herde 

this,  390 

And  was  fal  glad  ho  conde  trontho  espye. 
'This  day  I  take  thee  for  myn  allye,' 
8eyde  this  blisfal  fayre  mnydo  dere  ; 
And  after  that  she  seyde  as  ye  may  hero : 

*  Ix>,  right  BO  as  the  love  of  Crist,'  qnod 

she,  295  I 

'Ma<le  me  thy  brotheres  wjrf,  right  in  | 

that  vrjae 
Anon  for  myn  allye  hecr  take  I  thee, 
8in  that  thon  wolt  th.vn  ydoles  despyse. 
Oo  with  thy  brother  now,  and  thee  bap- 

tyse, 
And  nuUie  thee  dene ;  so  that  thoa  mowe 

biholde  300 

The  angels  face  of  which  thy  brother 

tdde.' 


Tibiuve   answerde    and  seyde,    'broth»'r 

dere. 
First  tel  me  whider  I  shal,  and  to  what 

man?' 
'To  whom?'  qnod  he,  *com  forth  with 

right  good  ohere, 
I  wol  thee  lede  nnto  the  pope  Urban.'  305 
'  Til  Urban  ?  brother  myn  Valerian,' 
Qnod  tho  Tibnrce,  *  woltowmethider  lede? 
Me  thinketh  that  it  were  a  wonder  dedo. 

Ne  meneetow  nat  Urban,'  quod  he  tho, 
'  That  is  BO  ofte  dampne<l  to  lie  doc<1,    310 
And  woncth  in  halkes  alwcy  to  and  fro. 
And  dar  nat  ones  putto  forth  his  heed  ? 
Men  sholde  him  brennen  in  a  fyr  so  reed 
If  he  were  fonnde,  or  that  men  mighte  him 

spye; 
And  we  also,  to  here  him  companyo —  315 

And  whyl  we  seken  thilke  divinitee 
That  is  y-hid  in  hevene  prively, 
Algate  y-brend  in  this  world  shul  we  ))e  !* 
To  whom  Cedle  answerde  boldely,        310 
'  Men  mighton  dreden  wel  and  skilfVdly 
This  lyf  to  lose,  myn  owene  dere  brother. 
If  this  were  livingo  only  and  non  other. 

But  ther  is  better  lyf  in  other  place, 
That  never  shal  be  lost,  ne  drede  thee 

noght, 
Which  goddes  sone  ns  tolde  thurgh  his 

grace  ;  325 

That  fadrcs  sone  hath  alio  thinges  wroght ; 
And  al  that  wroght  is  with  a  skilful  thoght, 
The  gooet,  that  fVo  the  fader  gan  procede. 
Hath  Bowled  hem,  withoaten  any  drede. 

By  word  and  by  miracle  goddes  sone,  53() 
Whan  he  was  in  this  world,  declared  her«» 
That  ther  was  other  lyf  ther  men  may 

wone.' 
To  whom  answerde  Tibnrce,  *  O  suster  dere, 
Ne  Bcydestow  right  now  in  this  manere. 
Ther  nis  but  o  god,  lord  in  BrMfthfastncsse : 
And  now  of  three  how  mi^tow  here 

witnesse?'  3,^<> 

*  That  shal  I  telle,'  quod  she,  *  er  I  go. 
Right  as  a  man  hath  sapiences  throe, 
Memorie,  ongyn,  and  intellect  also, 
80,  in  o  being  of  divinitee,  540 
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Three  persones  may  ther  right  wel  be.' 
Tho  gan  she  him  fol  bisily  to  preohe 
Of  Cristes  oome  and  of  his  pejoies  teche, 

And  many  pointes  of  his  jMusioun ; 
How  goddes  sone  in  this  world  was  with- 

holde,  345 

To  doon  mankinde  pleyn  remissioun, 
That  was  y-bonnde  in  sinne  and  cares 

colde : 
Al  this  thing  she  unto  Tibnrce  tolde. 
And  after  this  Tibnroe,  in  good  entente, 
With  Valerian  to  pope  Urban  he  wente, 

That  thanked  god ;  and  with  glad  herte 
and  light  351 

He  cristned  him,  and  made  him  in  that 
place 

Parftt  in  his  leminge,  goddes  knight. 

And  after  this  Tibnrce  gat  swich  grace, 

That  every  day  he  saugh,  in  tyme  and 
space,  355 

The  angel  of  god  ;  and  every  maner  bone 

That  he  god  axed,  it  was  sped  ftil  sone. 

It  were  fol  hard  by  ordre  for  to  sejm 
How    many    wondres    Jesns    for    hem 

wroghte; 
But  atte  laste,  to  tellen  short  and  pleyn, 
The  sergeants  of  the  toun  of  Bome  hem 

soghte,  361 

And  hem  bifom  Almache    the   prefect 

broghte, 
Which  hem  apposed,  and  knew  al  hir 

entente, 
And  to  the  image  of  Jupiter  hem  sente, 

And  seyde,  '  who  so  wol  nat  sacrifyse,  365 
Swap  of  his  heed,  this  is  my  sentence 

here.' 
Anon  ^thise  martirs  that  I  yow  devyse, 
Oon  Maximus,  that  was  an  officere 
Of  the  prefeotes  and  his  oomionlere, 
Hem  hente ;   and  whan    he   forth    the 

seintes  ladde,  370 

Him-self  he  weep,  for  pitee  that  he  hadde. 

Whan  Maximus  had  herd  the  seintes  lore. 
He  gat  him  of  the  tormentoures  leve, 
And  ladde  hem  to  his   hous  withonte 
more ;  374 

And  with  hir  preching,  er  that  it  were  eve, 


They  gonnen  fro  the  tormentours  to  reve. 
And  fro  Maxime,  and  fro  his  folk  echone 
The  faJbse  feith,  to  trowe  in  god  allone. 

Cecilie  cam,  whan  it  was  woxen  night, 
With  preestes  that   hem    cristned  alle 

y-fere ;  3&1 

And  afterward,   whan   day  was  woxen 

light, 
Cecile  hem  seytle  with  a  ful  sobre  chere, 
'Now,  Cristes  owene  knightes  leve  and 

dere. 
Caste  alle  awey  the  werkes  of  derknesM, 
And  armeth  yow  in  armure  of  bri^t- 

nesse.  3?5 

Te  han  for  sot  he  y-doon  a  greet  bataille, 
Your  oours  is  doon,  your  feith  han  ye 

conserved, 
Goth  to  the  oorone  of  lyf  that  may  nat 

faille; 
The  rightful  juge,   which  that  ye  lum 

served,  3^ 

Shall  yevo  it  yow,  as  ye  han  it  desen-wL' 
And  whan  this  thing  was  seyd  as  I  devyse, 
Men  ladde  hem  forth  to  doon  the  sacrilyw. 

But  whan  they  weren  to  the  place  brog^it, 
To  tellen  shortly  the  oonclusioun. 
They  nolde  encense  ne  sacrifice  ri^t 
noght,  395 

But  on  hir  knees  they  setten  hem  adoum 
With  humble  herte  and  sad  devocioon, 
And  losten  bothe  hir  hedes  in  the  place. 
Hir  soules  wenten  to  the  king  of  grace. 

This  Maximus,  that   saugh  this   Uiin; 

bityde,  4«» 

With  pitous  teres  tolde  it  anon-right, 
That  he  hir  soules  saugh  to  heven  glyde 
Witk  angels  ful  of  oleemeese  and  of  light, 
And  with  his  word  converted  many  a 

wight; 
For  which  Almaohius  dide  him  so  to4Ml« 
With  whippe  of  leed,  til  he  his  lyf  gan 

lete.  406 

Cecile  him  took  and  buried  him  ano(m 
By  Tiburce  and  Valerian  sofWly, 
Withinne  hir  bursring-place,  under  the 

stoon. 
And  after  this  Almachins  hastily         4**^ 
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Bad  his  minutres  fecchen  openly 
Cecile,  so  that  she  mighto  in  his  presence 
Doon  sacrifyce,  and  Jupiter  oncense. 

But  they,  converted  at  hir  wyse  lore, 
Wopten  fal  sore,  and  yaven  fdl  credence 
Unto  hir  word,  and  cryden  more  and 

more,  416 

*■  Crist,  goddes  sone  withouten  difference, 
Is  verray  god,  this  is  al  our  sentence, 
That  hath  so  good  a  servant  him  to  serve ; 
This  with   o  voys  we  trowen,  thogh  we 

stervo ! '  400 

Almachius,  that  herde  of  this  doinge. 
Bad  fecchen  Cecile,  that  he  might  hir  see. 
And  aldcrfirst,  lo  !  this  was  his  axingo, 
'  What  maner  womman  artow?'  tho  quod 
he.  424 

*  I  am  a  gentU  womman  horn,*  quod  she. 

'  I  axe  thee,'  qnod  he,  *  thogh  it  thee  greve, 
Of  thy  rcligioon  and  of  thy  bileve/ 

*  Ye  han  bigonne  your  question  folily,' 
Quod  she,  '  that  wolden  two  answeres 

conclude 
In  00  demando  ;  ye  axed  lewedly.'        430 
Almache  answerdc  unto  that  similitude, 
'Of  whennes  comth  th>*n  answering  so 

rude?' 
'Of  whennes?'  quod  she,  whan  that  she 

was  freyned, 
*Of  conscieneo   and  of   good  feith  un- 

fej-ned.'  434 

Almachius  seyde,  *  ne  takcstow  non  hodo 
Of  my  power?'   and  she  answerdo  him 
this— 

*  Your  might,*  quod  she,  '  fal  litel  is  to 

drode; 
For  every  mortal  manncs  power  nis 
liut  lyk  a  bladdre,  ful  of  wind,  y-wis.  439 
For  with  a  nedles  poynt,  whan  it  is  blowe, 
May  al  the  boost  of  it  bo  Icyd  ful  lowc.' 

'  Ful  wrongfully  bigonne  thou,'  quod  he, 

*  And  yet  in  wrong  is  thy  perseveraunce  ; 
Wostow  nat  how  our  mighty  princes  free 
Han   thus  comanded  and  maad  ordin- 

anno^,  445 

That  every  Crlsten  wight  shal  hnn  pen- 
aunoe 


But-if  that  he  his  Cristendom  withseye. 
And  goon  al  quit,  if  he  wol  it  reneye?' 

'  Your  princes  erren,  as  your  nobley  dooth,' 
Quod    tho    Cecile,    *and    with    a    wood 
sentence  450 

Ye  make  us  gilty,  and  it  is  nat  sooth  ; 
For  ye,  that  knowen  wel  our  innocence, 
For  as  muche  as  we  doon  a  reverence 
To  Crist,  and  for  we  here  a  Cristen  name. 
Ye  putte  on  us  a  cryme,  and  eek  a  blame. 

But  we  that  knowen  thilke  name  so    456 
For  vertnous,  we  may  it  nat  withseye.' 
Almache  answerde,  *choes  oon  of  thise 

two. 
Do  sacrifyce,  or  Cristendom  reneye. 
That  thou   mowe  now  escapen  by  that 

weye. '  4<io 

At  which  the  holy  blisful  fayre  mayde 
Oan  for  to  langhe,  and  to  the  juge  sejrde, 

*  O  juge,  conftis  in  thy  nycetee, 
Woltow  that  I  reneye  innocence,  464 

To  make  me  a  wikked  wight  ?'  quod  she : 
'  Lo  !  he  dissimuleth  here  in  audience. 
He  stareth  and  woodeth  in  liis  advertence ! ' 
To  whom  Almachius,  '  unsely  wrocche. 
No  woostow  nat  how  far  my  might  may 
strecchc  ? 

Han   no|^t  our  mighty  princes  to  me 
yeven,  471) 

Ye,  botho  power  and  auctoritee 
To  maken  folk  to  dyen  or  to  liven  ? 
Why  spekestow  so  proudly  than  to  me  ?' 
'  I  speke  noght  but  stedfastly,'  quoil  she. 
'  Nat  proudly,  for  I  seye,  as  for  my  syde. 
We  baton  dei'dly  thilke  vyce  of  prydo. 

And  if  thou  dredo  nat  a  sooth  to  here. 
Than  W(»l  I  shewe  al  opimly,  by  right. 
That  thou  hast  maad  a  ful  gret  lesing  hero. 
Tliou  sc.v-st,  thy  princes  han  thee  ycvcn 

might  4F0 

Bothe  for  to  sleen  and  for  to  quiken  a 

wight ; 
Thou,  that  ne  niayst  but  only  Ij'f  bireve, 
Thou  hast  non  other  iwwer  no  no  leve  ! 

But  thou  ma^nst  seyn,  thy  princes  han 

thee  makod  484 

Ministrc  <»f  dcoth  :  for  if  thou  speke  of  mo, 


656 


Zit  Caniitiuxji  Zt^tu. 


[t.  i5954-i6:ar. 


Thou  lyest,  for  thy  power  is  taX  naked.' 
'Do  wey  thy  boldnes,*  aeyde  Almaohiiui 

tho, 
*  And  saorifyoe  to  onr  goddes,  er  thon  go ; 
I  recche  nat  what  wrong  that  thou  me 

profre, 
For  I  can  sattn  it  as  a  philoaophre ;    490 

Bnt  thilke  wronges  may  I  nat  endure 
That  thou  spekest  of  our  goddes  here,* 

quod  he. 
Oeoile  answerede,  *  O  nyoe  creature, 
Thou  aejdMt  BO  word  «K  thou  spak  to  me 
That  I  ne  knew  therwith  thy  nycetee ;  495 
And  that  thou  were,  in    every  maner 


A  lowed  officer  and  a  veyn  justyie. 

Ther  h&kketh  no-thing  to  thyn  utter  y^n 
That  thou  nart  blind,  for  thing  that  we 

seen  alle  499 

That  it  is  stoon,  that  men  may  wel  espyen, 
That  ilke  stoon  a  god  thou  wolt  it  oalle. 
I  rede  thee,  lat  thyn  hand  upon  it  falle. 
And  taste  it  wel,  and  stoon  thou  shalt  it 

flnde. 
Sin  that  thou  seest  nat  with  thyn  yen 

blinde. 

It  is  a  shame  that  the  peple  shal  505 

So  soome  thee,  and  langhe  at  thy  folye  ; 
For  comunly  men  woot  it  wel  overal. 
That  mighty  god  is  in  his  hevenes  hye, 
And  thise  images,  wel  thou  mayst  espye. 
To  thee  ne  to  hem<self  mowe   nought 
profyte,  510 

For  in  e£fect  they  been  nat  worth  a  myte.' 

Thise  wordos  and  swiohe  othere  seyde  she, 
And  he  weex  wroth,  and  bad  men  sholde 

hir  lede 
Hom  til  hir  hous,  *  and  in  hir  hous,'  quod 

he, 
*  Brenno  hir  right  in  a  bath  of  flambes 

rede.'  515 

And  as  he  bad,  rightsowas  doon  in  dede; 
For  in  a  bath  they  gonne  hir  fbste  shetten, 
And  night  and  day  greet  fyr  they  under 

betten. 


The  longe  night  and  eek  a  d^  also, 
For  al  the  fyr  and  eek  the  bathes  hele, 
She  sat  al  cold,  and  felede  no  wo,        521 
It  made  hir  nat  a  drope  for  to  swete. 
But  in  that  bath  hir  lyf  she  mosto  lete ; 
For  he,  Almaohius,  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  hir  in  the  bath  his  sonde  sente. 

Three  strokes  in  the  nekke  he  amoot  hir 

tho,  526 

The  tormentour,  but  for  no  maner  chaniMW 
He  mi^te   noght  smyte  al  hir  nekke 

a>two; 
And  for  ther  was  that  tyme  on  ordin- 

aunoe. 
That  no  man  sholde  doon  man  swich 

penaunce  S)o 

The  ferthe  stnx^  to  smyten,  soffteoriore, 
This  tormentour  ne  dorste  do  na-mon. 

But  half-deed,  with  hir  nekke  y-oorven 

there. 
He  lefte  hir  lye,  and  on  his  wey  is  went 
The  Cristen  folk,  which  that  aboute  hir 

were,  xc 

With  shetes  ban  the  blood  ful  fiidrey-hent 
Three  doyes  lived  she  in  this  torment, 
And  never  cessed  hem  the  feith  to  teche; 
That  she  hadde  fostred,  hem  she  gan  to 

preche; 

And  hem  she  yaf  hir  moebles  and  hir 
thing,  540 

And  to  the  pope  Urban  bitook  hem  tho, 
And  seyde,  *  I  axed  this  at  hevene  king, 
To  ban  respyt  three  dayes  and  na-mo, 
To  recomende  to  yow,  er  that  I  go, 
Thise  soules,  lo !   and  that  I  migbte  do 
werohe  545 

Here  of  myn  hous  perpetuelly  a  chercbe.' 

Seint  Urban,  with  his  deknes,  prively 
The  body  fette,  and  buried  it  by  ni^te 
Among  his  othere  seintes  honestly. 
Hir  hous  the  chirohe    of  seint  Cecille 
highte;  S5o 

Seint  Urban  halwed  it,  as  he  wel  migbte; 
In  which,  into  this  day,  in  noble  wyie, 
i  Men  doon  to  Crist  and  to  his  seint  servysei 


Here  it  ended  the  Seconde  Nonnes  Tale. 
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Whah  ended  was  the  lyf  of  eeint  Cecyle, 
£r  we  had  riden  folly  fyve  xnyle,  555 

At  Boghton  under  Blee  us  gan  atake 
A  man,  that  clothed  was  in  clothes  blake, 
And  andemethe  he  hadde  a  whyt  surplys. 
His  hakeney,  that  was  al  pomoly  giys* 
So  swatte,  that  it  wonder  was  to  see ;  560 
It  somed  he  had  priked  myles  three. 
The  hors  eek  that  his  yeman  rood  upon 
So  swatte,  that  unnethe  mighte  it  gon.  (10) 
Abonte  the  peytrol  stood  the  foom  ful  hye, 
He  was  of  fome  al  flekked  as  a  pye.      565 
A  male  twoyfold  on  his  eroper  lay, 
It  semed  that  he  caried  lyte  array. 
Al  light  for  somcr  rood  this  worthy  man, 
And  in  myn  horte  wondren  I  bigan 
What  that  he  was,  til  tluit  I  understood 
How  that  his  cloke  was  sowed  to  his 

hood ;  571 

For  which,  when  I  hatl  longe  avj^sed  me, 
I  demed  him  som  chanon  for  to  be.  (ao) 
His  hat  hcng  at  his  bak  doun  by  a  laas, 
For  he  had  riden  more  than  trot  or  paas; 
He  had  ay  priked  lyk  as  he  were  wood. 
A  clote-leef  he  hadde  under  his  hood  577 
For  swoot,  and  for  to  kepe  his  heed  Arom 

hete. 
But  it  was  joye  for  to  seen  him  swete  ! 
His  forheed  dropped  as  a  stillatorie,     580 
Were  ful  of  plantain  and  of  paritorie. 
And  whan  that  he  was  come,  he  gan  to 

crye, 
'  Ood  save,*  quod  he,  *  this  joly  companye ! 
Faste  have  I  priked,*  quod  he,  *  for  jwur 

sake,  (31) 

By-cause  that  I  wolde  yow  atake,         585 
To  ryden  in  this  mery  companye.* 
His  yeman  eek  was  ful  of  curteisye, 
And  seyde,  *  sires,  now  in  the  morwe-tyde 
Out  of  your  hoetelrye  I  saugh  3ron  ryde, 


And    warned    heer    my   lord    and    my 

sovera3m,  590 

Which  that  to  ryden  with  yow  is  ful  fayn. 
For  his  dcsport ;  he  loveth  daliaunco.' 
*  Freend,  for  thy  warning  god  yeve  thee 

good  chaunce,'  (40) 

Than  seyde  our  host,  '  for  cortes,  it  wolde 

seme 
Thy  lord  were  wys,  and  so  I  may  wel 

deme ;  595 

He  is  ful  jocund  also,  dar  I  leye. 
Can  he  <^ht  telle  a  mery  tale  or  twejre. 
With  which  he  glade  may  this  companye  ?  * 
'  Who,  sire  ?  my  lord  ?  ye,  ye,  withouten 

lye. 
He  can  of  mnrthe,  and  eek  of  jolitee    600 
Nat  but  ynough  ;  also  sir,  trusteth  me. 
And  ye  him  knewe  as  wel  as  do  I, 
Ye  wolde  wondre  how  wel  and  craftily  (50) 
He  coude  werke,  and  that  in  sondry  wyge. 
Ho    hath    take    on   him    many  a  greet 

empryse,  605 

Which  were  tal  hard  for  any  that  is 

hero 
To  bringe  aboute,  but  they  of  him  it  lero. 
As  homely  as  he  rit  amonges  jrow. 
If  ye  him  knewe,  it  wolde  be  for  ymir 

prow ;  6(  9 

Ye  wolde  nat  forgoon  his  aqueyntannce 
For  mochel  good,  I  dar  leye  in  balaunce 
Al  that  I  have  in  my  poseeasioun. 
He  is  a  man  of  heigh  discrecioun,        (60) 
I  wame  you  wel,  he  is  a  passing  man.' 
'  Wel,'  quod  our  host,  *  I  pray  thee,  tel 

me  than,  615 

Is  ho  a  clerk,  or  noon  ?  tel  what  he  is.' 

'  Nay,  he  is  gretter  than  a  clerk,  y-wis,' 
SeyJo  this  yeman,  '  and  in  wordes  fewe. 
Host,  of  his  craft  som*what  I  wol  yow 

shewe.  619 
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I  Aiyye^  my  Inrfl  rU"  BTvlrli  fiiibtilitee — 
But  til  liis  i'l'nlt  >'<?  may  ntit  'ivilc  at  m<  ; 

TliJLt  111   tills  ETrNi.ii.111,1   im   which  wo  hetn 

Til  tljjir  Vts^  r<nitr  t*»  Cauiitprbury  toun, 

Ami  jutvi'  it  ;*1  i^I^^^lvf'^  rtiid  uf  ffolti,* 

Ainl  >i'liiiiv  thi?«  3-('fHHn  hndilij  thQ§y-iolil 
Tilt"  inir  htitif ,  lif  tti'Vilf^^  '  hp'n*rit£  f 
This  thinfij  is*  wninkT  iiifrvf'iUona  t*?  m*, 
Sill  that  rhyl^ml  irf  fst  st»  Li^ii^h  prttdeiLC?<^, 
Jlvwncisa  <»t  wliiE'li  nu'n  »hfjU*j  hiin  rever- 
ence, I5ji 
Tlml  iifhifl  wcir^hii*  rt^kketh  he  no  lyte; 
His  rivtTslMjtjM^  jiia  iiat  TAnrth  am^,  (Sgi) 
As  in  iflVrL  »<■  hhii,  6*1  inntt*  I  go  ! 
It  i^  rtl  hjtmly  nifl  lit-tnro  also.  635 
Why  ia  Ihy  h^nl  Fit?  ^hitUsh,  I  the©  pP©ye, 
Ainf  is  nf  pi»wr-c  Tir^MuT  rL»Ui  tn  boyo. 

Ir  tliiit  his  lii'Eh^  itr T'lv  with  tby  jqwohe? 

Trilo  iiu'  lhiU,  amt  ihnt  1  theo  YtiAOche,^ 
^  \y\\y'f'  ntiini  (hi 'J  >i?iAian, '  whi>rto  nx^ 
yj^  3ii*'  !■*  *54f* 

iwm\  \u'^\^  mo  }^<'.  ('ir  ho  shiil  never  thee  ! 
il  Dat  I  ^v^*|  n;if  avuui'  ihEit  I  soyi\ 
Ami  thorl'nr  kr^pt-  it  ?ipf^rf^i+,  1  yow  prej'e). 
Hi'  13  to  wyp.  in  fVifh.  us  1  bUeve  ;         ftjij 
TliJiT  tlint  i.-^ovi-iiliKjn.  it  wol  nat  jirftvii  ^$ 


'  Now/  quod  onr  hoii^  '  ylt  kit  id«  talk* 

to  the  ;  H104 

Why  ftrtow  bo  di«colciared  of  thy  fv^m  f  * 
'  Peter  f  *  qnod  he,  *  god  yeve  it  Jbard* 

grace,  £ti5 

I  am  so  Tised  in  the  iyr  to  blowo^ 
That  It  hath  chauni^  my  colour,  I  tnnnL 
I  am  nat  wont  in  no  rairour  to  piT*, 
0Tit  v¥r]nke  Bore  noct  ]pTn«  maltiplye- 
We  blond ron  ever  aad  puvtreiL  in  the  ^, 
And  for  al  ihat  w**  f^ylv  of  onr  dti^yr,    ^S^i 
For  evor  we  la]£ken  onr  coQclOAimm, 
To  nicjc;hel  folk  wc  iloon  illiidoiu],      f**i) 
And  borwe  jSfidd,  l»  it  n  fHiand  or  two. 
Or  ton,  or  twelve,  or  many  EH>iiim^cs  mo»  ^75 
And  make  hem  wen«>fi,  at  tlie  le««te  wfjit. 
That  of  a  i»ound  we  conde  make  Iwt'y* ! 
Yet  is  It  falfi,  but  my  we  han  ^ood  h(tp& 
It  fur  t/J  doon,  and  after  it  wij  grop«. 
nm  that  pcienee  ii  so  fet  nA  hifom,       fsftrt 
Wc  mo  wen  nat^  al-thou^h  we  baddc  h 

Bwom, 
Tt  ovi?rtake,  it  alit  awry  an  ffltstn  j 
Tt  vru]  lis  mnkon  Tpc|En?pri  atte  luie/    (i.lbl 
AVJiyl    thid    yi^mnTi    waa    thofl    in    hit 

tiilkin^;, 
Thia^c-banfmn  circmgli  him  neer,  and  herde 

111  th'vafE  6li5 

Wliif'ii  this  >^iiian  wfJitLk,  f*^r  ^miirp^cioon 
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•  A  !  •  qaod  the  yonum,  '  hoer  shal  aryse  |  And  yet,  for  al  my  smerte  and  al  my 

grief, 
For  al  my  sorwe,  labour,  and  meschief, 
I  conde  never  leva  it  in  no  W3rse.        (161) 
Now  wolde  god  my  wit  mighte  gnfiyso  715 
To  tellen  al  that  longeth  to  that  art ! 
Bat  nathelea  yow  wol  I  tellen  part ; 
Sin  that  my  lord  is  gon,  I  wol  mii  sfiare ; 
Swich  thing  as  that  I  knowe,  I  wol  de- 

719 


game,  (150) 

Al  that  I  can  anon  now  wol  I  telle.  704 
Sin  he  is  goon,  the  foulu  feeud  him  quelle  ! 
For  never  her-aft«r  wol  I  with  him  met© 
For  iHjny  ue  for  pound,  I  yow  biheto  ! 
He  that  me  broghte  first  unto  that  game, 
Er  that  he  dye,  sorwe  have  ho  and  shame  ! 
For  it  is  emest  to  me,  by  my  feith  ;  710 
Tliat  fele  I  wel,  what  »>  any  man  seith. 


clare.* — 
Here  endeth  the  Prologe  of  the  Chanoims  Yemannes  Tale, 


THE    CHANOUNS   YEMANNES    TALE. 

Here  biginneth  the  Chanonns  Yeman  his  Tale. 


[Prima  Pai-g.] 

Wmi  this  chanoun  I  dwelt  have  seven 
yeer,  7^0 

And  of  liis  science  am  I  never  the  neer. 
Al  that  I  hadde,  I  have  y-lr>st  ther-by ; 
And  god  wot,  so  hath  many  mo  than  L  (170) 
Ther  I  was  wont  to  bo  right  fresh  and  gay 
Of  clothing  and  of  other  good  array,  725 
Now  may  I  were  an  hose  upon  myn  heed  ; 
And  wher  my  colour  was  bothe  fresh  and 

reed. 
Now  is  it  wan  and  of  a  leden  hewe  ; 
Who-so  it  nseth,  sr>ro  shal  he  rewe. 
And  of  my  swink  yet  blurod  in  myn  yii,  730 
Lo !  which  avantage  is  to  multiplyo  ! 
That  slyding science  hath  me  maa*!  so  bare. 
That  I  have  no  good,  wher  tliat  ever  I  fare ; 
And  yet  I  am  endetted  so  ther-by       (181; 
Of  gold  that  I  have  borwed,  trewelj*,     735 
That  whyl  I  live,  I  shal  it  quyte  never, 
lat  every  man  be  war  l>y  me  for  ever  ! 
What  maner  man  that  casteth  himther-to, 
If  he  continue,  I  holde  hU  thrift  y-do. 
Sohelpe  me  god,  ther-by  shal  he  nat  winne, 
Bat  empte  his  purs,  and  make  his  wittes 
thinne.  (188;  741 

And  whan  h6,thurgh  hismadnesand  folyo. 


Hath  lost  his  owene  good  thnrgh  jnpartye, 
Thanne  he  excyteth  other  folk  ther-to. 
To  Icse  hir  good  as  ho  him-solf  hath  do.  745 
For  unto  shrewes  joye  it  is  and  ese 
To  have  hir  felawes  in  pe>*ne  and  disose  ; 
Tlius  was  I  ones  lemcd  of  a  clerk. 
Of  that  no  charge,  I  wol  spoke  of  our  work. 
Whan  we  been  ther  as  we  shal  exerc^'Se 
Our  elvish  craft,  wo  semen  wonder  wyso. 
Our    termes    been    00    clergial    and    so 
queynte.  (19,^)  75 j 

I  blowe  the  fyr  til  tliat  mjm  herte  feynte. 

What  sholde  I  t<}llen  ech  proporciouii 
Of  thingos  whiche  that  we  werche  uikhj. 
As  <m  fyve  or  sixe  ounces,  may  wel  \k\  jt,6 
Of  silver  or  som  other  quantltee, 
And  bisie  me  to  telle  yow  the  names 
Of  or]>iment,  brent  bones,  yren  squames, 
That  intopoudre  grouiiden  lioen  ftU  smuK' 
And  in  an  erthen  )K>tte  how  put  in  al,  7^11 
And  salt  y-put  in,  and  also  papeer,     (^09) 
Bifom  thise  poudres  that  I  si>okn  of  hoer, 
And  wol  y-oovenvl  with  a  lampe  of  glas. 
And  mochel  other  thing  whioli  that  thor 
was  ?  765 

And  of  the  pot  and  glasses  enluting, 
That  of  t  he  eyre  mighte  passe  oat  no-thing  i 


66o 
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And  of  the  esy  fyr  and  smart  also, 
Which  that  was  xnaad,  and  of  the  care 

and  wo  769 

That  we  hadde  in  our  matires  snbljrmingi 
And  in  amalgaming  and  calcening 
Of  qnik-silver,  y-clept  Mercnrie  cmde? 
For  alle  oar  sleightes  we  can  nat  con- 

clade.  (220) 

Our  orpiment  and  snblymed  Mercnrie, 
Onr  gnronnden  litarge  eek  on  the  porphorie, 
Of  ech  of  thise  of  oonces  a  oertejm       776 
Nought  helpeth  ns,  our  hiboar  is  in  veyn. 
Ne  eck  oar  spirites  ascenoioun, 
Ne  oar  materes  that  lyen  al  fixe  adoon, 
Mowe  v\  oar  werking  no-thing  ns  avayle. 
For  lost  is  al  oar  laboar  and  travayle,     781 
And  al  the  cost,  a  twenty  devel  weye, 
Is  lost  also,  which  we  npon  it  leye.     (250) 

Ther  is  also  tal  many  another  thing 
That  is  onto  oar  craft  apertening ;        785 
Thongh  I  by  ordre  hem  nat  reheroe  can, 
By-canse  that  I  am  a  lewed  man, 
Yet  wol  I  telle  hem  as  they  come  to  minde, 
Thoagh  I  ne  can  nat  sette  hem  in  hir 

kinde ; 
As  bole  armoniak,  verdegrees,  boras,    790 
And  sondry  vessels  maad  of  erthe  and  glas. 
Oar  nrinales  and  oar  descensories, 
Violes,  croslets,  and  sablymatories,    (240) 
Cncarbites,  and  alembykes  eek. 
And  othere  swiche,  dere  y-noagh  a  leek. 
Nat  nedeth  it  for  to  reherce  hem  alle,    796 
Watres  rabifying  and  boles  galle, 
Arsenik,  sal  armoniak,  and  brimstoon ; 
And  herbes  coade  I  telle  eek  many  oon. 
As  egremoine,  valerian,  and  lanarie,   800 
And  othere  swiche,  if  that  me  liste  tarie. 
Oar  lampes  brenning  bothe  night  and  day. 
To  bringe  aboate  oar  craft,  if  that  we 

may.  (350) 

Oar  foameys  eek  of  oalcinacioon, 
And  of  watres  albificacioan,  805 

Unslekked  lym,  chalk,  and  glejrre  of  an  ey, 
Pondres  diverse,  asshes,  dong,  pisse,  and 

oley, 
Cered  pokets,  sal  peter,  vitriole  ; 
And  divers  fyres  maad  of  wode  and  cole  ; 
Sal  tartre,  alkaly,  and  sal  preparat,     810 
And  oombast  materes  and  coagalat, 
Cley  maad  with  hors  or  mannas  heer,  and 

oile 


Of  tartre,  alom,  glas,  berm,  wort,  and 

argoile,  (260; 

Besalgar,  and  onr  materes  enbibing ; 
And  eek  of  oar  materes  encorx>oring,    815 
And  of  oar  silver  oitrinacioan, 
Onr  cementing  and  fermentacionn, 
Oar  ingottes,  testes,  and  many  ma 

I  wol  jrow  telle,  as  was  me  taa^t  also, 
The  foare  spirites  and  the  bodies  sevene, 
By  ordre,  as  ofte  I  herde  my  lord  hem 

nevene.  821 

The  firste  spirit  qnik-silver  called  is,  {^69} 
The  second  orpiment,  the  thridde,  y-wu, 
Sal  armoniak,  and  the  ferthe  brimstoon. 
The  bodies  sevene  eek,  lo !  hem  heer  anoon : 
Sol  gold  is,  and  Lana  silver  we  threpe,  826 
Mars  yren,  Mercnrie  qoik-silver  ve  depe, 
Satamns  leed,  and  Jnpiter  is  tin, 
And  Venns  coper,  by  my  fader  kin !    829 
This  corsed  crafk  who-so  wol  exerc^fM, 
He  shal  no  good  han  that  him  may  snil^; 
For  al  the  good  he  spendeth  thex^boote, 
He  lese  shal,  ther-of  have  I  no  doate.  (280) 
Who-so  that  listeth  oaten  his  folye,    834 
Lat  him  come  forth,  and  leme  maltipl7«; 
And  every  man  that  oght  hath  in  his  co&e, 
Lat  him  appere,  and  weze  a  phikacfireL 
Ascaance  that  craft  is  so  light  to  lere? 
Nay,  nay,  god  woot,  al  be  he  monk  or 

frere. 
Freest  or  chanonn,  or  any  other  wig^t,  840 
Thoagh  he  sitte  at  his  book  bothe  day  and 

night. 
In  lernyng  of  this  elvish  nyoe  lore, 
Al  is  in  veyn,  and  parde,  mochel  more ! 
To  leme  a  lewed  man  this  sabtiltee,  (291) 
Fy !  spek  nat  ther-of,  for  it  wol  nat  be;  845 
Al  conne  he  letterare,  or  conne  he  noon, 
As  in  effect,  he  shal  finde  it  al  oon. 
For  bothe  two,  by  my  savacioan, 
Ooncladen,  in  maltiplicacioan, 
Y-lyke  wel,  whan  they  han  al  y-do ;    $50 
This  is  to  seyn,  they  faylen  bothe  twa 

Yei  forgat  I  to  maken  rehenaille 
Of  watres  oorosif  and  of  limaille,       (300) 
And  of  bodyes  mollificacionn, 
And  also  of  hir  induracioan,  Bs 

OUes,  ablacions,  and  metal  fasible, 
To  tellen  al  wolde  passen  any  bible 
That  o-wher  is ;  wherfor,  as  for  the  beste, 
Of  alle  thise  names  now  wol  I  me  resto. 
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For,  as  I  trowe,  I  have  yow  told  y-nowo  860 
To  reyse  a  feend,  al  loke  he  never  so  rowe. 
A !  nay !  lat  be ;  the  philoflophres  stoon, 
Slixir  clept,  we  sechen  faste  echoon ;  (310) 
For  hadde  wo  him,  than  were  we  siker 

y-now. 
Bot,  unto  god  of  heven  I  make  avow,  865 
For  al  our  craft,  whan  we  han  al  y-do, 
And  al  our  sleighte,  he  wol  nat  come  us  to. 
He  hath  y-maad  us  spenden  mochel  good, 
For  sorwe  of  which  almost  we  wexon  wood, 
But  that  good  hope  crepcth  in  our  herte, 
SupixMinge  ever,  though  we  sore  smorte, 
To  be  releved  by  him  afterward  ;  873 

Swich  supposing  and  hope  is  sharp  and 

hard ;  {^20) 

I  wame  yow  wel,  it  is  to  seken  ever  ; 
That  futur  temps  hath  maad  men  to  dis- 
sever, 875 
In  trust  thor-of,  from  al  that  over  they 

hadde. 
Yet  of  that  art  they  can  nat  wexen  sadde, 
For  unto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete ; 
So  semeth  it ;  for  nadde  they  but  a  sheto 
Which  that  they  mighto  wrappe  hem  inne 

a-night,  880 

And  a  bak  to  walken  inne  by  day-light, 
Thoy  wolde  hem  scUe  and  spenden  on  this 

craft ;  (529) 

They  can  nat  stinto  til  no-thing  be  laft. 
And  evermore,  whor  that  ever  they  goon, 
Men  may  hem  knowe  by  smel  of  brim- 

stoon ;  885 

Fur  al  the  world,  they  stinken  aa  a  goot ; 
Her  savour  is  so  rammish  and  so  hoot. 
That,  though  a  man  from  hem  a  myle  bo, 
The  savour  wol  infecto  him,  trusteth  me; 
Lo,  thus  by  smelling  and  threedbare  array, 
If  that  men  listo,  this  folk  they  knowe  may. 
And  if  a  man  w^ol  aske  hem  prively,  89a 
Why  they  been  clothed  so  unthriftily,  (340) 
They  right  anon  wol  rownen  in  his  ere, 
And  seyn,  that  if  that  thoy  espyed  were, 
Men  wolde  hem  sloe,  by-cause    of  hir 

science ;  896 

Ln,  thus  this  folk  bitrayen  innocence ! 
Passe  over  this ;  I  go  my  tale  un-to^ 
£r  than  the  pot  be  on  the  fyr  y-do, 
Ofmetals  withacertein  quantitee,      900 
My  lord  hem  tempreth,  and  no  man  but 


Now  ho  is  goon,  I  dar  seyn  boldcly — 
For,  as  men  seyn, he  can  don  craftily ;  (350) 
Algate  I  woot  wel  he  hath  swich  a  name, 
And  yet  ful  ofte  he  renneth  in  a  blame ;  905 
And  wite  ye  how  ?  ful  ofte  it  happeth  so, 
The  pot  to-breketh,  and  farewel !  al  is  go ! 
Thise  metals  been  of  so  greet  violence, 
Our  walles  mowe  nat  make  hem  resistence, 
But  if  they  weren  wroght  of  lym  andstoon  ; 
They  percen  so,  and  thnrgh  the  wal  they 

goon,  911 

And  somme    of  hem  sin  ken  in-to  the 

ground—  (359) 

Thus  han  we  lost  by  tsrmes  many  a  pound — 
And  somme  are  scatcred  al  the  floor  aboute, 
Somme  Icpe  in-to  the  roof;    with-onten 

doute,  915 

Though  that  the  feend  noght  in  our  sighte 

him  shewe, 
I  trowe  he  with  us  be,  that  ilke  shrewe ! 
In  helle  wher  that  he  is  lord  and  siro, 
Nis  ther  more  wo,  ne  more  rancour  ne  ire. 
Whan  that  our  pot  is  broke,  as  I  have 

sayd,  9J0 

Every  man  chit,  and  halt  him  yvel  apa^yd. 

Som  seyde,  it  was  long  on  the  fjrr- 

making,  (3^)9) 

Som  seyde,  nay !  it  was  on  the  blowing ; 
(Than  was  I  fered,  for  that  was  myn  office) ; 

*  Straw ! '  quod  the  thridde,  *yo  been  lowed 

and  nyce,  935 

It  was  nat  tempred  as  it  oghte  be.* 

*  Na^'! '  quod  the  ferthe,  *  stint,  and  herkne 

me; 
By-cause  ourfyr  ne  vras  nat  maad  of  beech. 
That  is  the  cause,  and  other  noun,  so 

thecch !  • 
I  can  nat  telle  whor-on  it  was  long,      030 
But  wel  I  wot  greet  stryf  is  us  among. 
'  What  !*  quod  my  lord,  *ther  is  na-moro 

to  done, 
Of  thise  perils  I  wol  be  war  ett-sone  ;  (380) 
I  am  right  siker  that  the  pot  was  erased. 
Be  as  be  may,  be  ye  no-thing  amased ;  935 
As  usage  is,  lat  swepe  the  floor  as  swythe, 
Plukke  up  your  hertes,  and  beth  gladde 

and  blythe.* 
The  mullok  on  an  hope  y-fweped  was. 
And  on  the  floor  y-cast  a  canevas, 
And  al  this  mullok  in  a  nve  y-thzx>we,  9^ 
And  siited,  and  y-piked  many  a  throwe. 


(i()2 
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^  Piir^k-o/  iiuitil  iw^n,  ^'Knawhat  of  our 

AUihotigli  thk  Uiitig-  iiii:^hui>iHi>dhiiT(>  as 

AnotKt'T  tymu  it  mny  Ipf?  >vtl  y-now,      5^5 
Ts  niiJHte  ]JUtU'  miir  e^mii  in  HrentTire  i 

Tnmtrfh  naf  wil,  rn  hiji  iioifii fieri te6  ; 
Sojiitymc  JiIr  g'Mul  is  iiri'iiflied  in  Ihe  (see, 
And    s^itUilyixi    iiim^li    it    ^auf   tm-tu   tho 

l(nuii/  VS^i 

■  P^^o-sl '  liund  njy  I'U'i,  *  fbc  next  tymti 

I  wol  thwU*  [59a) 

To  Virkigt  uur  i  rntr  al  in  ij.Ti*>th**r  jilyte ; 
Ami  luit  I  fh\  sirs,  liLt  nu^  Iian  tbu  wyt«  ^ 
Th*' J  'Ans  1 1 L'  Tun  1 1  i  1 1  rin  m '  vv  ]  I  n  t  ^  wel  I  W(k»T..  ' 
Aiiotbpr  ?( \'ili%  t\w  i'yr  \^iia  over  hcwt  j— ^ 
J^ur^  W'  it  \unii  iiv  tLi]<l.  I  liar  soye  tliifl,  956 
Tli<i(  wu  ^'^Ju  Imkii  0VLH^lHLl^l^  aim  is. 
Wo  iny}ti  ot  thfit  wli irli  tliat  wg  wi>ldeii 

Uuvp, 
And  ill  <'iir  inui1ne±;tiL-  cvtMmorti  we  rave. 
Uhl  wluiii  w<j  lui'Ji  tof^rirlrog  cvcrichooii, 
K^tT^'  LLiiin  KL'iJit'illi  li  Sjihinirm.  i'j^jj 

Hut  lil  lUiJig  wiiirli  tlijit  sliyiiiitJi  an  tlie 

NJh  Tuit  psjld.  iLs  tlint  I  hiivi>  htrd  it  t4^hl ; 

Xu  ij\-tjr>'  ]iji[M'i  rliiH  r:^  Thir  at  yt^ 

Si'    ibi  nitt  prt^d,  ivliiit-su  3n*ni   nlsppo   or 


And  ftp^ke  lua  -wonles  in  so  ftly  ft  klii4«^  981 
WbiLn  he  cijmmiuie  iiJiiiJ  witii  nny  wigri^ 
T^At  he  wol  mako  him  dot-^n  Ancri}  fight, 
But  It  a  f^^nd  he,  ba  him-selven  is.  14 ji] 
Ful  niBuiy  a  man  liath  he  bifryl^  ^r  t]ii4t 
Aud  wol,  ifthnt  he  live  maj'  a  whyle  j  98$ 
And  yet  men  ryde  &nd  goon  ful  jamtjt  ik 

mylft 
Him  tor  to  svke  and  bai^  his  ftqiu^iit- 

an  nee, 
Nogbt  ki^owinge  of  his  false  gavemflunee. 
And  if  yow  Ust  to  yeve  mo  audipEiDt^    95*1 
I  wed  it  tellen  hc^er  in  your  presence. 
But  worshipful  c  ha  nouns  religions, 
Xe  df  meth  uM  t  hjill  i;4:lituti(l  rei  your  hoitA, 
,y- though  my  tiilB  of  a  tdnniioun  he,    {441) 
Of  every  orflro  scuii  ihn?we  is,  p»rde,    995 
And  god  forbedp  thut  itl  n  onnipaiiyB 
Sholdu  re  we  n  uinguhT  munnedi  folye. 
To  sclanndre  yow  \m  no-tJnji|;<;iiiyti  entente, 
But  to  correcten  that  Li  mi^  I  ment«» 
This  talo  wna  nat  only  U*ld  for  yitw,   i^nx* 
But  eek  lor  oth^re  mo  ;  ye  vuot  wel  how 
That,  imnong  Cri^tea  npcjetell4?s  t%«lv«, 
Ther  uas  no  trnj'tonr  1ml  Judas  him-sel%v. 
Than  why  Bholdo  al  the  remenant  hav» 

blanii'  (451  ;t 

Tliat  gililef?**  wtre  ?  hy  yowTseye  the  w^mi!. 
Suvi^  «kuly  ihi^,  if  yt^  lAXil  lu^rkno  m^  wn^ 
If  ai]y  .Audits  in  ymir  covent  be^ 
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*  Lene  me  a  mark/  quod  he,  '  but  dayea 

three,  IU36 

And  at  my  day  I  wol  it  qnjrten  thee. 
And  if  so  he  that  thon  me  ftnde  fals, 
Another  day  do  hanf^  me  by  the  hals  ! ' 
This  preest  him  took  a  mark,  and  that 

as  ev/ytho,  1030 

And  this  chanonn  him  thanked  ofte  sythe, 
And  took  his  levo,  and  wente  forth  his 

weye,  (479) 

And  at  the  thriddo  day  broghte  his  moncye, 
\nd  to  the  preest  he  took  his  jE^ld  agayn, 
Wherof  this  preest  was  wonder  (iflad  and 

fayn.  1035 

'  Certes,'  quod  he,  'no-thing  anoyeth  me 
To  leno  a  man  a  noble,  or  two  or  three. 
Or  what  thing  were  in  my  possessioon. 
Whan  he  so  trcwo  is  of  eondicionn, 
That  in  no  wyse  he  breke  wol  his  day ;  1040 
To  swich  a  man  I  can  never  seye  nay.' 

*  Wliat !'  qnod  this  chanonn,  *  sholdo  I 

be  nntrewe?  (489) 

Xay,  that  were  thing  y-fallen  al  of-newe. 
Troutho  is  a  thing  that  I  wol  ever  kepe 
Un-to  that  day  in  which  that  I  shal  crepe 
In-to  my  grave,  and  elles  god  forbede ;  1046 
Bilevoth  this  as  siker  as  is  your  crede. 
God  thanke  I,  and  in  g<xxi  tyme  be  it  sayd, 
That  ther  was  never  man  yet  yvel  apayd 
For  gol<l  no  silver  that  he  to  me  Icnte,  1050 
No  never  falshede  in  myn  herte  I  monte. 
And  sir,'  qnotl  he,  '  now  of  my  privetee, 
Sin  ye  so  goo<llich  han  been  nn-to  me,  (5cx>) 
And  kythed  to  me  so  greet  gentillesse,  1054 
Somwliat  to  quyte  with  yonr  klndenease, 
I  wol  yow  shewe,  and,  if  yow  list  to  lere, 
I  wol  yow  teche  pleynly  the  manere, 
How  I  can  wcrken  in  philosf>phye. 
Taketh  good  heed,  ye  shul  wel  seen  at  yj^. 
That  I  wol  doon  a  maistrie  er  I  go.'     io6u 

*  Ye,'  quod  the  preest,  '  ye,  sir,  and  wol 

ye  so? 
Marie  !  ther-of  I  pray  yow  hertoly ! '  (509) 

'  At  your  comandement,  sir,  trewely,* 
Qnod  the  chanonn,  *  and  elles  god  forbede ! ' 

Lo,  how  this  theof  coude  his  servyse 
bede !  1065 

(^il  sooth  it  is,  that  swich  prof^ed  servyse 
Stinketh,  as  witneasen  thite  olde  wyse ; 
And  that  f\il  sone  I  wol  it  verifye 
In  this  chanonn,  rote  of  al  trechexye,  1069 


I  That  ever-more  delyt  hath  and  gladnesso — 
',  Swich  feendly  thonghtes  in  his  herte  im- 
I  presse — 

J  How  Cristes  peple  he  may  to  meschief 
bringe ;  (519) 

Ood  kepe  us  from  his  fals  dissimnlinge  ! 
'       Noght  wiste  th  is  preest  with  whom  t  hat 
I  ho  delte, 

No  of  his  harm  cominge  he  no-thing  felte. 
I  O  sely  preest !  O  sely  innocent !  1076 

I  With  ooveit>'se  anon  thou  shalt  be  blent ! 
;  O  gracelees,  fal  blind  is  thy  conceit, 
No-thing  no  artow  war  of  the  deceit 
Which  that  this  fox  y-shapen  hath  to  thee ! 
His  wyly  wrenches  thou  no  mayst  nat  flee. 
;  Wherfor,  to  go  to  the  conclusionn       loRi 
I  That  refereth  to  thy  confusioun,         (530) 
I  Unhappy  man  !  anon  I  wol  me  hyo 

To  tellen  thjTi  unwit  and  thy  folye,  1085 
I  And  eek  the  falsnesse  of  that  other 
I  wrecche. 

As  ferforth  as  that   my    conning   may 
strecche. 
This  chanonn  was  my  lord,  ye  wolden 
wene? 
Sir  host,  in  feith,  and  by  the  hevenes 

queue, 
It  was  another  chanonn,  and  nat  he,  1090 
That  can  an  hundred  fold  more  subtiltee ! 
He  hath  bitrayed  folkes  many  tyme ; 
Of  his  fifclshede  it  dulleth  me  to  lyme.  (540) 
Ever  whan  that  I  spcke  of  his  falshedo. 
For  shame  of  him  my  ehekes  wexen  rede ; 
Algates,  they  biginnen  for  to  glowe,   1096 
For  recdnesse  have  I  noon,  right  wel  T 

knowo. 
In  my  visage ;  for  fumes  d>'verse 
Of  metals,  which  ye  han  herd  me  reherce, 
Consumed  and  wasted  Han  my  roedncsse. 
Now  tak  heed  of  this  chanouns  cursed- 
nesse !  i  loi 

'  Sir,'  qnod  he  to  the  preest,  '  lat  your 
man  gon  (549) 

For  quik-silver,  that  wo  it  hadde  anon ; 
And  lat  him  bringen  ounces  two  or  three ; 
And  whan  he  comth,  as  faste  shul  ye  see 
A  wonder  thing,  which  ye  sangh  never  er 
this.'  I  in6 

'  Sir,'  quod  the  preest,  *  it  shal  be  doon, 
y-wis.' 
He  bad  his  servant  fecchen  him  this  thing. 


6^4 


CBe  CdfiierButp  Zalte*  [t,  i6577^iS6=ft 


Ami  Li?  1 J  n'-]y  wnfi  at  liifi  bidding. 

Ami    wfntfj  liini   f<.trtli,   nud   cam  enon 

ngiiyn  1 1  tt> 

With  tlii,q  qTiik-sihtT^  srtotlily  for  to  sayn, 
And  ffiok  thiso  oimc^^  tkreo  to  tbo  cba- 

nonn ;  (5*19) 

A  rill  hp  bem  ]vydc  fayr«i  and  wsl  fulonn, 
And  b:ul  tlitt  E'rvnnt  (  nlp.3  for  to  bringei 
TIjAi  h»>  nnon  migl^to  ji^iMo  his  working 
Ti  I  i'  E'  I  p1  k. -*  V  i  pi  I  f  n  D  H  n  wor^n  y-fot^     1 1 16 
And  tins  tin  111  ruin  toftk  «nt  a  nriMiSi?lot 
ni  111!*  I>Tf5inn,  nud  sliewod  it  the  preost. 
*TluR  instnimt^nt/  qiuMl  he,  ■which  tbftt 

tUmi  scr^T, 
Tiik  111  ibyn  hum  I,  luid  put  thy-^telf  ther- 

iiino  II  JO 

Of  tbi^  qiiik-Hilvtr  an  omice,  ilimI  beer  bi- 

Ijiiiiu^ 
Tn  tbf  nnjj]''  nf  f/ri^t^  to  woxfl  a  pbilofiofre, 
Thgr  Instil  liil  f«?TVG^  whicba  that  I  wolde 

profrc  C570) 

Tii5ilK'w,jn  bE>m  thus  muiJio  of  my  Bcietice, 
F<fryu  siml  i^rcn  hf  or,  hy  nxperioiiofl,  11 35 
Tlint  thl^  ipiik-Bihor  Vnul  I  morttfyo 
Ri^lit  in  your  sijrbto  iinnii,  withonteu  lyO^, 
And  make  it  as  i;f><M.l  silvTr  and  as  fyn 
As  thrr  ia  nay  h\  y<>nr  ]>urs  or  myn» 
Or  (^IkH^vhcr,  liiul  niako  it  mollintdo  ;  tijo 
Ai\d  i>lle.?T  hiddoth  mo  la  Is  and  vrnahle 
AniJHi^e^«f  Tiilk  Inr  DvGr  t<MipjH>nj  !  (579) 


Ta  blynda  ivith  the  pnwst ;  And  \md  him 

hyG  ri^ 

Tho  colea  for  to  conchen  &1  iLbor»       {^^ 
The  croslH;     ^for,  m   tok^Eniz^g-  I  tliii 

Iotb; 
Qnod  ihifl  chMAotm, '  thyti  owenm  hxmdm 

two 
Shtil  wercbo  al  thing  which  that  bIxaI  bfi«f 

be  do.*  it^ 

'  Oninnt  mercy,'  qaod  the  fiTMK,  nod 

'wfUl  fnl  ^ladf 
And,  couob^  coIca  as  the  chanoDn  biid. 
Ai>d    vhyle    h«    biBj  was,   tlu^  fMudlr 

This  fiUs  drntiomi,  the  Ibnla  fttend  hin 

fccobti  I 
Oat  of  bis  bodom  timk  a  bechen  00I&,  11&1 
In  whiph  foJ  BnbtiUy  wa*  innAd  ttn  hoU. 
Anil  tbor-in  put  waa  of  silver  lytnailln 
An  otiiiQo,  and  stopped  was,  witb-c4it«ia 

t^\e^  [Mm 

Tlio  bole  with  W03,  to  kepo  tho  lymjul  in. 
And  tinderstondctht  that  thia  lalse  gin 
WoA  nH%  tim^d  ther^  btit   it  mu  matJ 

btforte  ;  1 166 

And  othore  thinge«  I  ahnl  tellei  maiv 
HerAfterwiMfdf  vhich  that  he  with    him 

brogbtd  ; 
Er  ho  cjim  tbor^  him  to  hijcyie  fa»  tboffalit, 
And   Eo   ho   dide^   er   ihftt   tfac^ 
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This  chanonn  took  his  cole  with  harde 

grace,  1 189 

And  leyde  it  above,  np^n  the  middeward 
Of  the  croslet,  and  blew  wel  afterward, 
Til  that  the  coles  gonno  faste  bronne. 
*  Now  yeve  os  drinke/  quod  the  chanonu 

thenne,  (640) 

'  As  swythe  al  shal  be  wel,  I  undertcJce ; 
Sitte  we  doun,  and  lat  as  mery  make/  1 195 
And  whan  that  this  chanonnes  bechen 

cole 
Was  brent,  al  the  lymaille,  oat  of  the  hole. 
Into  the  croslet  ill  anon  adoan  ; 
And  so  it  moste  nodes,  by  resonn, 
Sin  it  so  even  abovcn  coached  was ;    !«» 
Butther-of  wisto  the  preest  no-thing,  alas! 
He  demed  alle  the  coles  y-liche  good. 
For  of  the  sleighte  ho  no-thing  ander- 

stood.  (650} 

And  whan  this  alkamistre  saogh  his  tyme, 
*  Rys  up,* quod  he, '  sir  preest,  and  stondeth 

by  me  ;  1205 

And  for  I  woot  wel  ingot  have  ye  noon, 
Gk>th,  walketh  forth,  and  bring  us  a  chalk- 

stoon; 
For  I  wol  make  oon  of  the  same  shap 
That  is  an  ingot,  if  I  may  han  hap. 
And  bringeth  cek  with  yow  a  bolle  or 

a  panne,  1210 

Fal  of  water,  and  ye  shal  see  wel  thanne 
How  that  our  bisinesse  shal  thryve  and 

preve. 
And  yet,  for  ye  shal  han  no  misbUeve  (660) 
Ne  wrong  conceit  of  me  in  your  absence, 
I  ne  wol  nat  been  out  of  3rour  presence,  1 J15 
Bat  go  with  yow,  and  come  with  yow 

ageyn.' 
The  chambre-dore,  shortly  for  to  seyn. 
They  opened  and  shette,  and  wente  hir 

weye. 
And  forth  with  hem  they  carieden  the 

keye,  12 19 

And  come  agasm  with-outen  any  delay. 
What  sholde  I  tarien  al  the  longe  day  ? 
He  took  the  chalk,  and  shoop  it  in  the 

wyse 
Of  an  ingot,  as  I  shal  yow  devyse.       (670) 

I  seye,  he  took  out  of  his  owene  sieve 
A  teyne  of  silver  (yvele  mote  he  chcve !) 
Which  that  ne  was  nat  bat  an  ounce  of 

weighte ;  122  5 


And    taketh    heod   now   of   his   cursed 

sleighte ! 
He  shoop  his  ingot,  in  lengthe  and  eek 

in  brede, 
Of  this  teyne,  with-outen  any  drode, 
So  slyly,  that  the  preest  it  nat  cspyde  ;  1230 
And  in  his  sieve  agayn  he  gan  it  hyde ; 
And  fro  the  fyr  ho  took  up  his  matere. 
And  in  th*ingot  putte  it  with  mery  chore. 
And  in  the  water- vessel  he  it  caste     (681) 
Whan  that  him  luste,  and  bad  the  preest 

as  faste,  1235 

*  Look  what  ther  is,  put  in  thyn  hand  and 

grope, 
Thow  finde  shalt  ther  silver,  as  I  hope  ; 
What,  devel  of  helle  !  sholde  it  elles  be  ? 
Shaving  of  silver  silver  is,  pardee  ! ' 
He  putte  his  bond  in,  and  took  up  a  teyne 
Of  silver  fyn,  and  glad  in  every  veyne  1241 
Was  this  preest,  whan  he  saogh  that  it 

was  so. 
'  GKxldes  blessing,  and  his modres  also,  (690) 
And  alle  halwes  have  ye,  sir  ohanoan,' 
Seyde  this  preest, '  and  I  hir  malisoan,  1245 
But,  and  ye  vouche-sauf  to  techen  me 
This  noble  craft  and  this  subtiliteo, 
I  wol  be  youre,  in  al  that  ever  I  may ! ' 

Quod  the  chanoun,  *  yet  wol  I  make  assay 
The  second  tyme,  that  ye  may  taken  bode 
And  been  expert  of  this,  and  in  your  nede 
Another  day  assay e  in  myn  absence  1252 
This  discipl3me  and  this  crafty  science. 
Lat  take  another  ounce,*  quod  he  tho,  (71)1) 
'Ofquik-silver,  with-outen  wordes  mo,  1255 
And  do  ther-with  as  ye  han  doon  er  this 
With  that  other,  which  that  now  silver  is.* 
This  preest  him  bisieth  in  al  that  he  can 
To  doon  as  this  chanoun,  this  cursed  man, 
Comanded  him,  and  faste  he  blew  the  fyr, 
For  to  come  to  th'effect  of  his  desjrr.  1261 
And  this  chanoun,  right  in   the   mene 

whyle, 
Al  redy  was,  the  preest  eft  to  bigyle,  ijio) 
And,  for  a  countenance,  in  hishandehebar 
An  holwe  stikke  (tak  keep  and  be  war  !) 
In  the   ende   of  which   an   oance,  and 

na-more,  1266 

Of  silver  lymail  put  was,  as  bifore 
Was  in  his  cole,  and  stopped  with  wex 

weel 
For  to  kepe  in  his  lymail  every  deeL 
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Ami  why  I  fhii  pm'fst  -was  in  his  hifimesH, 
TIsia  Hiikiumii   whh   hh  prtikke  Ran  liini 

Til  hi  111  arum,  ru]  ht5  rornler  r^sto  in  (7*9,1 
A^+  ln>  iliil  ftT  ;  ithr-  tlovH  out  f  if  hia  flkiii 
II  im  tcTVis  I  inny  tii  p-nl,  fur  hw  fulshede ; 
F*pr  lip  ^^'ll_s  fVLT  iiilK  In  t)io^bl  ami  dtida) ; 
An  A  Tiirh  rliits  ^tikkc.  aUive  the  croslot^ 
TJiiit  wsis  or<l(->"ntil  ^irh  thnt  fiklse  get^ 
lli^  shrfd  UiO.  t'nh'K.  til  rvh-nt*  Knn 

Dm  it  n  l-inl  tNs  ^n.hi  vrt<\  It  motnede,  ufio 
Auil  u\  thrit  ill  thp  stikkt^  whjj  rmt  yede, 
An'l  in  Hii'  iTH'.-ih'T  lifiMily  it  tH.  (7^9) 

Nu^i^  piwh'  piff^,  ivlmt  vnfl  yi}  hat  than  wel? 
Whnn  lh«t  This  pri'i'st  thtifl  was  billed 

jijiryn,  12S4 

Nii.|f|'ii!^Liijj  n**phE  l-miJ  TiviiiHio.suth  t/j  Sdyiii 
J[n  >viiii  Ro  {?lj>4ln  tlijLt  I  run  imt  expresses 
In  11^1  niiLiicrK'  liiH  iiiirtho  and  liie  g'lad^^ 

ni'iJsr  ; 
And  Iff  tiie  rh  a  not]  13  h*?  profrcid  eftaono 
lii'iTv  fiml  i^itHl  f  "ytj'intfid  the  ehiuirmn 

'  Tlnni(i;h  ]Kt^ Ttf  I  bo,  cmfly  thon  shalt  mo 

T  >Tfirnn  th*-*?,  yrt  is  Tlirr  morfl  bihinilo, 
Tfl  Uttr  jtny  « MhinT  hp'T-iiinii  V  '  b<?jJb  ha. 
'  W','  qtMMl   tiir  priii'Ht^  'sir,  I  irow*  wel 


And  cast«  in  ptrndr^f  and  mad  e  t^  |iT««sr 

to  blowoj  ijni 

And  in  his  ^verkuie^  for  to  stanpe  lowe^ 
Ab  he  dide  er,  mid  $1  n&s  but  a  Jape ; 
lUght  as  him  llat^i,^  the  pree^t  be  nude 

hift  ape  ;  f^) 

And  ftftarwari^  fn  th'ingot  lie  it  cfttftc, 
And  in  the  paTine  pntieitatthe  hiate  1315 
Of  water,  and  in  ho  putte  hifl  pwenu  bond. 
And  in  bis  fllave  (M  yf^  liifDm-hortfl 
Htrdo  me  tciic^  he  hadde  a  eilTcr  Ufjue!. 
Ht>  slyly  took  it  tmt^  thia  RUTsed  heyn^— 
Unwiting  this  pi^eeat  of  h.l«,  false  eraJtr— 
And  in  the  pannts  thntino  h*?  hatti  it  lafl ; 
And  in  tho  water  romhled  iiO  and  £ft^ 
Ani  wfrndcT  prively  kx^k  np  aJso        (7^) 
The  coper  toyne,   nof^ht    knowinf;   tbit 

pre*«t, 
And  hiddo  it.i*nd  hini  bente  hy  the  hroe^t. 
And  to  him  «pfik,  and  thtK  seyde  in  hifl 

Ksme,  t|j6 

*  fttotipf*th  nclnnn,  by  god^  yo  Iw  to  Hain^t 
Holjwtb  me  now,  a^i  1  did^  yf>w  whyl-er, 
Pntte  in  j-our  hand^  and  iokoth  vbat  if 

tln?r/  1319 

Till  9  pr<M?st  took  np  thi*  biI  ver  teyne  an4a^ 
And  thaime  aoyde  the  dbanooa^  ^latnf 

With  ihisp  tlirm;  tejTiefli  which  that  wt 

hnn  Ti*T«"i£rht. 
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And  to  the  chanonn  thns  he  spok  and 
se3rde,  1.^50 

♦  For  love  of  god,  that  for  ns  alle  deyde, 
And  as  I  may  deserve  it  nn-to  yow, 
What  shal  this  reoeit  ooste  ?  telleth  now ! ' 

*  By  our  lady/  quod  this  chanonn, '  it  is  ! 

dere,  (Soi) 

I  wamo  yow  wel ;  for,  save  I  and  a  frere, 
In  Engeloiid  ther  can  no  man  it  make.* 
'  Xo  forg,'  qaod  ho,  *  now,  sir,  for  goddes 

«»akc,  1357 

What  shal  I  pay©?  telleth  me,  I  preyo.* 

*  Y-wis,'  quod  he,  *it  is  fnl  dere,  I  seye  ; 
Sir,  at  o  word,  if  that  thee  list  it  have. 
Ye  shnl  paye  foarty  poniid,  so  god  me 

save !  1361 

And,  nere  the  freendship  that  ye  dido  er 

this 
To  me,  ye  sholdo  i>aye  more,  y-wis.'    (810) 
Tliis  preest  the  somme  of  fonrty  ponnd 
anon 
Of  nobles  fetto,  and  took  hem  everichon 
To  this  chanonn,  for  this  ilko  receit ;  1366 
Al  his  werking  nos  bnt  frando  and  deceit. 
'  Sir  preest,*  he  soyde, '  I  kepe  han  no  loos 
Of  my  crafi;,  for  I  wolde  it  kopt  were  cloos ; 
And  as  ye  love  mo,  kepeth  it  sccree ;  1370 
For,  and  men  kncwe  al  my  subtilitce. 
By  god,  they  woldcn  han  so  greet  envye 
To  me,  by-cause  of  my  philosophye,    (Hjo) 
I  sholde  be  deed,  ther  were  non  other 
wej'e.'  I 

*  God    it    forl)0<lo ! '   quod    the  proest,  1 

*  what  sey  yo  ? '  1375 

Yet  hadde  I  lever  spondon  al  the  good        I 
Which  that  I  have  (and  ellcs  wexe  I  wood !) 
Than  that  yc  sholden  fhlle  in  swich  mes- 

cheof.'  I 

*  For  your  go<xl  wil,  sir,  have  ye  right 

good  preef,'  | 

Qnod  the  chanonn,  'and  far-wel,  grant 

mercy !  *  13K0 

He  wonte  his  woy  and  never  the  preest  j 

him  sy  I 

After  that  day ;  and  whan  that  this  proest 

sholde  (829) 

Maken  assay,  at  swich  tyme  as  ho  wolde,  '< 
Of  this  receit,  far-wel !  it  wolde  nat  be  ! 
Lo,  thns  byjaped  and  bigyled  was  he !  1385 
Thns  maketh  he  his  iutrodnccionn 
To  bringe  folk  to  hir  destmccionn. — 


Considereth,    sirs,    how   that,  in   eoh 

estaat, 
Bltwixe  men  and  gold  ther  is  debaat 
So  ferforth,  that  nnnethes  is  ther  noon. 
This  mnltipljring  blent  so  many  oon,  1391 
That  in  good  feith  I  trowe  that  it  be 
The  cause  grettest  of  swich  scarsetee.  (840) 
Philosophros  speken  so  mistily 
In  this  craft,  that  men  can  nat  onme 

therby,  1395 

For  any  wit  that  men  han  now  a-dayos. 
They  mowe  wel  ohiteren,  as  doon  thiso 

jayes. 
And  in  her  termessette  hir  lost  and  peyne, 
But  to  hir  purpos  shnl  they  never  atteyne. 
A  man  may  lightly  leme,  if  he  have  aught, 
To   mnltiplye,  and   bringe  his  good  to 

naught  I  (848)  1401 

Lo  !  swich  a  lucre  is  in  this  lusty  game, 
A  mannes  mirtlie  it  woltomeun-tograme, 
And  empten  also  grcte  and  hevy  purses. 
And  maken  folk  for  to  purchasen  curses 
Of  hem,  that  han  hir  good  therto  y-lent 
O !  fyl  for  shame !  they  that  han  been 

brent,  1407 

Alias !  can  they  nat  flee  the  fyres  heto  ? 
Ye  that  it  use,  I  rode  ye  it  lete. 
Lest  ye  lose  al ;   for  bet  than  never  is 

late.  14 10 

Never  to  thrjrve  were  to  long  a  date. 
Though  ye  prolle  ay,  ye  shnl   it  never 

finde ;  (859) 

Ye  been  as  bolde  ns  is  Bayard  the  blindo. 
That  blundreth  forth,  and  peril  casteth 

noon  ; 
Ho  is  as  bold  to  renne  agayn  a  stoon  14 15 
As  fur  to  goon  besydes  in  the  weye. 
So  faren  ye  that  mnltiplye,  I  seye. 
If  that  your  y^n  can  nat  seen  aright, 
Loke  that  your  minde  lakke  nouglit  liis 

sight.  (866) 

For,  though  ye  loke  never  so  bmde,  and 

stare,  14J0 

Ye  shnl  nat  winnea  myteonthat  chaffare, 
But  wasten  al  that  yo  may  rape  and  renne. 
Withdrawe  the  fyr,  lest  it  to  faste  brenne ; 
Me<lleth  na-more  with  that  art,  I  mene. 
For,  if  ye  doon,  your  thrift  is  goon  ful 

clone.  i4»5 

And  right  as  swythe  I  wol  3row  tellen  here, 
What  philosophros  seyn  in  this  matcro. 
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Zh  tanUviut}?  ZaitB. 


[r.  16896-16^49. 


Lu,  thTis  Beith  Arnold  of  the  Newfi  Totu^ 

Ki'  sK^ith  right  thus*  with-fmtpii  tiny  15'fl, 
Tht^rTiiny  ti-*  mnn  Mvri^irii^  nn^rtify^^  1431 
Hut  it  he  with  Ul^  hrdtbor  knwwletltiiig* 
Hi  ^\*  Hint  ht\  which  tbit  tirst  si?jde  thia 

thin(^^  (SBo) 

nt  phit'rtophres  fader  wna,  Hermes  j 
}  {  u  nr.  it  1 1 1  how  t  b  nt  t  h  1?  1  ( rtigimD^  dot4t«leeit 
Viuliivothtmtfbiit-if  that  hel>eBla.yn  1436 
With  h\ji  brother :  arnl  that  U  for  to  fULyn, 
Jly  Uu'  clrs^ttin,  MtrciiHeaml  noon  otJier 
Jit?    tiiiJi'rgtood ;    luid   brmifitoon  by  hla 

hrijther, 
Thttt  rmt  tif  «jr  fiiitl  FMflfl  woi^  y-drawe. 
Ami  thi-rfiir/ Kt^yik'  hi<,  Mftk  hi::^^  to  my 

SMWP,  1441 

I^  t  Hit  imin  h'isy  him  this  art  fortofteche, 
Huf  il  thftt  hf  thVutpTirjuun  tind  spoch^ 
II  f  1 1  ^li  1 « ;hSf  hj>l  ]  ri  'S  11  u  d  prut  on  de  cfttt  ;      (891 ) 
.Villi  it'  hi>  ihi,  Jic<  iij  |L  Lpwpd  nuU)*  >445 

Fur  th  isi  Hcicnce  Jtrtd  this  con  [ilri^/  qtiod  he, 
'■  ti-\  tiTth*.'  siK^rit'  of  s&yrDefl^  pard^*^ 
Al^t  thrr  wiUn  iL  d[sri|>]u  11  f  FlatOf 
Til  lit  ipji  n  iymt''  aeytU'  lus  miLtJrtcf  to^ 
An  liin  lH]*iik  ^uiiur  wol  baro  wituoaaOt  i|5<'i 
And  iJiiJi  i^flH  his  dtMnamle  in  sfKithtiist' 


*[%\  Hi'*  thp  i]jimi«  *if  tIi(j  pri\y  stoon  ?  ' 


Seyde  Pinto.     « Te^  gir,  utU  i«  it  tfaa«  f 

This  is  f^nti^tim  per  iffnsUu^ 

What  is  Mfi^esiu,  g^>od  sir,  T  yow  prp^?* 

*  It  is  ft  wftt<i:r  tfaut  ifl  mfiod.  I  K-yv, 
Of  p]emoiit««  foure/ fjmxi  Pb^to.  (460 

'  Ttil  tnu  the  rf?te,  ^totl  sir/  qui^  he  tho^ 
*  Of  that  wfit«r,  if  that  it  b^  ymir  will*?* 

'  Kay.  Tiayj'  qaod  PUtfl,  *  e«rt«iii,  th«4 
I  nillfl.  fgwj} 

The  phtlodoiihra*  flurtrn  wena  overicbuot^ 
Thst    they    ditddeu  dl»x7venj    ii  im-to 
noon,  M<^ 

Nfi  in  no  book  it  wryt*  in  tio  noanere ; 
For  iin-to  Crirt  it  it  «o  Ictof  ami  dcno 
That  he  wil»1  nat  that  i  b  dtscov^red  lie. 
Bat  wher  it  lyketh  to  liia  dpit«« 
Mtm  fur  t>iiKpyre,  and  ec-k  for  to  d«fead» 
WLom  that  him  Jyk«th  t  lo^  thiA  m  tho 
cude,'  i+ri 

Tbatin«  concludo  T  thuBi ;  nth  pid  ^ 

"So  wol  nat  that  the  philoaophr^B  mewvba 
lldw  thftt  n  rmo  shftl    cc»nie    an-to  thii 
^xin^  (91)1) 

T  rode,  as  for  tb«  beate,  lete  it  gooii^    1475 
Ffir  wkct-BO  maketli  gixl  hia  adveraaneH 
Ab  f(tr  Ui  werki^n  any  ihing  in  contmriA 
Of  hia  wil,  certoa,  nCTtr  ahal  he  thryT*^ 
Thofrh   that    he    mtiJtiplye   tnrtne  of  hia 


T.  1695O-17009.] 


Z^t  (nianctpCe'e  (pxoto^t. 
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GROUP  H. 


THE    MANCIPLE'S    PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Prologe  of  the  Ifannciples  Tale. 


Wmc  ye  nat  wher  ther  stant  a  litel  toun 
Which  that  y-clex>od  is  Bob-ap-and-douiiT 
Under  the  Bleo,  in  Canntorlmry  weyo  ? 
Ther  gan  our  hoste  for  to  jape  and  pleyc, 
And  8C3rde,  *  sirs,  what !  Dun  is  in  the 

myre !  5 

Is  ther  no  man,  for  preycro  no  for  hyrc. 
Thai  wol  awake  onr  fclawe  heer  liihinde? 
A  theef  mighte  him  fnl  lightly  robhe  and 

binde. 
See  how  he  nappeth  !  see,  for  cokkes  bones. 
As  he  wol  fallo  from  his  hors  at  ones.    10 
It  tliat  a  cook  of  Londonn,  with  men- 

chaunco  ? 
Do  him  come  forth,  he  knowoth  his  ]>en- 

aonce. 
For  he  shal  telle  a  talc,  by  my  fey  ! 
Al-thoogh  it  be  nat  worth  a  Iwtcl  hey. 
Awake,  thou  cook,'  quod  ho,  'gfxl  yevo 

thee  sorwc,  15 

What  oyloth  thee  to  slcpe  by  the  morwo  ? 
Hastow  ha<l    fleen   al    night,    or  nrtow 

dronke, 
Or  hastow  with  som  queno  al  night  y- 

swunke. 
So  that  thou  mnyst  nat  holdon  up  thyn 

heed?' 
This  cook,  that  was  fnl  pale  and  no- 
thing ree<l,  ao 
Seydc  to  our  host,  'so  god  my  soule  blesse, 
As  ther  is  falle  on  mo  swich  heWnesse, 
Noot  I  nat  why,  that  mo  were  lever  slope 
Than  the  bcste  galoun  wyn  in  Chepe.* 
*  Wcl,'  quod  the  maonciplo,  *  if  it  may 

doon  ese  35 

To  thee,  sir  cook,  and  to  no  wight  displesc 
Which  that  heer  rydeth  in  this  companye, 
And  that  oar  host  wol,  of  his  curtcisye, 
I  wol  ••  now  ezcnse  thee  of  thy  tale ; 
For,  in  good  feith,  thy  visage  is  ful  pale, 


Thyn    y6n    daswen     oek,    as    that    mo 

thinketh,  ^  1 

And  wol   I   woot,  thy   brcoth  ful   sonro 

stinketh, 
That  sheweth  wel  thou  art  not  wel  dis- 
posed; 
Of  me,   certoin,    thou    shalt    nut    been 

y-glosed. 
Se  how  he  ganeth, lo,  this  dronken  wight, 
As  though  he  wolde  us  swolwe  anon-right. 
Hold  doos  thy  mouth,  man,  by  thy  fa<iGr 

kin !  ,,; 

The  devcl  of  helle  setto  his  foot  ther-in  ! 
Th^'  cursed  breeth  infocte  wol  us  alio  ; 
Fy,  stinking  swyn,  fy !  foule  moot  thoo 

falle!  4., 

A  !  taketh  heed,  sirs,  of  this  lusty  man. 
Now,  Bwoto  sir,  wol  ye  justen  atte  fan  ? 
Ther-to  mo  thinketh  ye  boon  woly-shaiK> ! 
I  trowe  that  ye  dronken  han  wyn  ape, 
And   that  is  wlian  men  i)loyon  with  a 

straw.'  45 

And  with  this  speche  the  cook  wex  wrooth 

and  wraw, 
And  on  the  maunciple  ho  gan  noddo  fasto 
For  lakko  of  spoche,  and  doun  tho  hors 

him  caste, 
Wher  as  he  lay,  til  that  men  up  him  took  ; 
This  was  a  fa^'r  chivachee  of  a  cook  !  50 
Alias !  he  nadde  holde  him  by  his  larlol ! 
And,  er  that  he  agayn  were  in  his  sadol, 
Tlior  was  greet  showving  Iwthe  to  and  fro, 
To  lifto  him  up,  and  muchol  care  and  wo, 
i  So  unweldy  was  this  sory  palled  gost.  55 
I  And  to  tho  maunciple  thanne  spctk  our 

host, 
'  By-cause  drink  hath  dominaoioan 
1  Ui)on  this  man,  by  my  savacioun 
^  I  trowe  he  lewedly  wolde  telle  his  tale. 
■  For,  were  it  wyn,  or  old  or  moysty  ale,  do 
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That  ha  ]ia.t}x  tlroii^e,  ha  eptik^ih  in  his 

.\iid  i'ijr^th  fii^tr^  iind  Dek  hn  baih  the 

Hl';  linlh  ill  Si*  to  tin  TiKiru  than  y-nottgh 
Tn  ki-pe  Jiim  and  liis  tnpi'l  out  uf  sltmnfli; 
And,  if  110  ihJlo  Jnmi  liin  cftpcl  of1>aono,  65 
Tlutn  gliul  wo  fUlc  Jmve  y-iwragh  to  donef 
Tn  liirinj:!;^  np  his  lii^vy  dronkt^ti  Cora. 
Tullo  im  thy  tjdffi^  i>f  biin  nui.kQ  I  jao  fijrtt 
But  yet)  TiiiiiinoipJ(^i  in  lt?ith  thuu  art  Ui 

Til  us  (fpoidy  rtprevo  him  of  his  vyoe*     70 
Ainjtht^r  dn>*  ho  will,  iioraventure, 
Uothiytnt]  tlioo,  und  biiugo  tbee  to Inne  i 
I  in f  tie,  he  siK'ke  wk^I  itt'smale  thingies. 
As  for  ill  ijiut'Iiin  at  thy  rekeiiinges, 
Tlmt  wtT  nnt  hf^ne^to,  lilt  cam  to  proef/ 
*No/r|nitd  Uie  mutuieiplo^  'that  wero 

ti^rr^'Ot  mtSEdaoff !  76 

So  imfihTf  ho  lightJy  brings  me  in  Hie 

snaro. 
Vi^t  h  fid  do  I  lover  pitj'on  for  the  moro 
Willi.' h  hfc.^  rlt  I  m^  tlinn  he  3ht>Ide  with  icno 

Btryvt ;  79 

I  wnl  imtwmtthehim.  al-eo  motfil  thryre! 
['hilt  tlmt  I  jipiik,  I  s<'yd(H  it  in  my  bourde  ; 
ViiU    >vitf.^    ye    what?    I    h&ve    hceXf    in 

it  guiLrdt^, 


A  dranglit  of  wyn^  ye^  of  a  lype  eT*p«i  ^| 

And  right  anoin  ye  ihul  secji  a  gocid  j     ' 


This  cook  ftb&]  drinke  tber-of^  if  I  oujr ;  % 
^'^P  jwyne  of  dot'th  ^  he  wol  nat  seye  me  nay !' 

And  oertoinly^  to  teUcn  sua  it  wa^ 
Of  this  voBd«l  the  cook  djni.nk  fajt«,  albi  f 
What  tu(Hl«d   himf  ha   djimk   y-iuM^ 

bifom. 
And  whan  ho  haddo  pouped  in  this  bans. 
To  the   mflunciple  he  took   the   gonidd 

ngnyn  ;  f  i 

And  of  th*t  djMikie  tli*  iwok  was  woniter 

&ynt 
And  thankod  him  in  tfwieh  wyie  m  M 

wmde^ 
Tha4i  g?Ui  onr  hf«t  to  I&o^han  wmuliit 

loudoj 
And  eeydii^  '  I  aoo  m-cX,  it  is  ueooiaii^i  af 
Wher  that  ym  goon^  gwid  drink  ire  -milk 

tiA  carie  ;; 
For  that  wol  tume  ranoonr  ai 
Tftcord  And  Imro,  and  many  a  wrong  i 
O  thoq.  Bachtifl,  y-bleswd  b*  thy  i 
Thiit  eo  can«t  tinmen  onupat  in -to  g«n«  1 
Worship  and  thank  Im  to  ihy  d4?it<!e !  im 
Of  that  mataro  ye  geto  n^^roore  *>{  m^ 
Tel  on  tby  tale,  nmnnciploi  I  thee  piwy*»* 
'  Wol,   itir^'   c]uod    he,    ^  now  herknttli 

vhRt  I  seye*^ 


T.  170(5^17153.]        H.    ZU  (WlAttttCti^fee  Zatt. 


671 


That  with  his  singing  walled  that  citee, 
Conde  never  singen  half  so  wel  as  he. 
Therto  he  was  the  semelieste  man         119 
That  is  or  was,  sith  that  the  world  bigan. 
What  nedoth  it  his  fetores  to  disoryve  ? 
For  in  this  world  was  noon  so  fair  on  lyve. 
He  was  ther-with  folfild  of  gentillesse, 
Of  honour,  and  of  parfit  worthinease.  (x)) 
This  Phebos,  that  was  flour  of  bacheliye, 
As  wel  in  frodom  as  in  chivabye,  126 

For  his  desport,  in  signe  eek  of  victorie 
Of  Phitonn,  so  as  telleth  ns  the  storie. 
Was  wont  to  beren  in  his  hand  a  bowe. 

Now  had  this  Phebos  in  his  hons  a  crowe, 
Which  in  a  cage  he  fostred  many  a  day, 
And  tanghte  it  speken,  as  men  teche  a  jay. 
W^hyt  was  this  orowe,  as  is  a  snow-whyt 

swan,  (^9) 

And  conntrefote  the  speche  of  every  man 
He  conde,  whan  he  sholde  telle  a  tale.  155 
Ther-with  in  al  this  world  no  nightingale 
Xe  ooude,  by  an  hondred  thousand  deel, 
Singen  so  wonder  merily  and  weeL 

Now  had  this  Phebus  in  his  hous  a  wyf. 
Which  that  he  lovede  more  than  his  lyf. 
And  night  and  day  dide  c\'er  his  diligence 
Hir  for  to  plese,  and  doon  hir  reverence, 
Save  only,  if  the  sothe  that  I  shal  sayn, 
Jalous  ho  was,  and  wolde  have  kept  hir 

fayn;  (40) 

For  him  were  looth  by-japed  for  to  be.  145 
And  so  is  every  wight  in  swich  degree ; 
But  al  in  ydel,  for  it  availleth  noght. 
A  good  wyf,  that  is  clene  of  work  and 

thoght, 
Sholde    nat    been  kept  in  noon  await, 

oertayn; 
And  trewely,  the  labour  is  in  vayn       150 
To  kepe  a  shrowe,  for  it  wol  nat  be. 
This  holde  I  for  a  verray  nycetee. 
To  spille  labour,  for  to  kepe  wyves ; 
Thus  writen  olde  derkes  in  hir  lyves.  (50) 
But  now  to  purjxw,  as  I  first  bigan  :  155 
This  worthy  Phebus  dooth  all  that  he  can 
To  plesen  hir,  weninge  by  swich  plesaunce, 
And  for  his  manhede  and  his  govemaunoe, 
That  no  man  sholde  han  put  him  from 

hir  grace. 
But  godit  woot,  thermay  no  man  embrace 
As  to  deatreyne  a  thing,  which  that  nature 
Hath  natuzelly  set  in  a  creature.  163 


Tak  any  brid,  and  put  it  in  a  cage, 
And  do  ol  thyn  entente  and  thycomgo(6o) 
To  fostre    it    tendrely  with    mete   and 

drinke,  165 

Of  alle  deyntees  that  thou  canst  bithinke, 
And  keep  it  al-eo  clenly  as  thou  may ; 
Al-though  his  cage  of  gold  be  never  so  gay. 
Yet  hath  this  brid.  by  twenty  thousand 

fold, 
Lever  in  a  forest,  that  is  rude  and  cold,  170 
Oon  ete  wormes  and  swich  wrecohednesRe. 
For  ever  this  brid  wol  doon  his  bisinesse 
To  escape  out  of  his  cage,  if  he  may ; 
His  libertee  this  brid  desireth  ay.  (70) 
Lat  take  a  oat,  and  fostre  him  wel  with 

milk,  175 

And  tendre  flesh,  and  make  his  coucho 

of  silk. 
And  lat  him  seen  a  mous  go  by  the  wal ; 
Anon  he  weyveth  milk,  and  flesh,  and  al. 
And  evexy  deyntee  that  is  in  that  hous, 
Swich  appetyt  hath  ho  to  ete  a  mous.   i8<> 
Lo,  here  hath  lust  his  dominacioun. 
And  appetyt  flemeth  discrccioun. 

A  she-wolf  hath  also  a  vilcins  kinde ; 
The  lewcdcste  wolf  that  she  may  flnde,  (80) 
Or  leest  of  reputacion  wol  she  take,      185 
In  tymo  whan  hir  lust  to  han  a  make. 
Alle  thise  ensamples  speko  I  by  thise 

men 
That  been  untrewe,  and  no-thing  by  wom- 

men. 
For  men  han  over  a  likerous  appetyt 
On  lower  thing  to  parfoume  hir  delyt  190 
Than  on  hir  wyves,  be  they  never  so  fairo, 
Ne  never  so  trewe,  ne  so  debonaire. 
Flesh  is  so  newefangol,  with  meschannce. 
That  we  ne  oonne  in  no-thing  hau  ple- 
saunce (go) 
That  souneth  in-to  vertu  any  whyle.    195 
This  Phebus,  which  that  thoghte  ui>on 

no  gyle, 
Deceyved  was,  for  al  his  jolitee ; 
For  under  him  another  hadde  she, 
A  man  of  litel  reputacioun,  199 

Noght  worth  to  Phebus  in  comparisonn. 
The  more  harm  is  ;  it  happeth  ofte  so. 
Of  which  ther  oometh  muchel  harm  and 

wo. 
And  so  bifel,  whan  Phebus  waa  absent, 
His  wyf  anon  hath  for  hir  lemman  sent ; 


Or- 


ZU  CanterBttty  Z(xUe. 


[r- 


IJ-^M-IT^J 


t"or>  L'vetJj  it  m^,  an  J  that  I  ,vow  biaeclie. 

Tlio  -w-j'Be  riiiriF  };(»ith,  ;ia  y(^  may  retl^, 
Tiio  word    iiiot    msia    iw^t'ordi?    with   iho 

licit  p. 
It'  JJ].^■'ll  phril  Iclln  proprrly  H  things 
Tiiu  rt'^unl  mi*t  r^ortin  ho  to  tho  M-i^rking,  jjo 
I  fim  a  IxHiHrnn!;  mrin,  rifjht  thus  Be,TO  I, 
TVier  Ilia  in^  ilifroronr?i>.  t  I'p'wely^ 
ttitttist"  El  \vyt  rluit  is  ttf  heigh  df^^ree^ 
ITof  hir  I^ihIv  ilishiiiic?st  she  ho,  (no) 

And  a  ]iovr€'  weiiilio.  othur  than  thid — 
n  it  sn  l.io.  rhf^y  workt*  Utthe  amifl—     ai6 
Thit  that  thi>  pii^nHh',  in  fstiuit  above, 
She  shul  hi}  e  10^:^1 1  his  Jaflj,  as  in  love  ; 
And  for  that  other  is  n  piyvre  wonunftrtt 
Shfj  hhal   ]tc  clepeil   his  wcnche,  or   his 

If  m  man-  330 

And.  Ri^J  it  uotit^  ciyn  f^wf-ne  Uore  brother^ 
Men  ivyn  lliut  I'Mtri  uh  lowe  as  lytli  that 

other. 
Rigbt  &j,  Ikitwixc*  a  titlcil^c*  tij^uat 
And  jin  <nithiwi\  nr  a  thittf  emmnt^   (120) 
Tilt?  an  nil?  I  ar^vi'-  thcr  is  no  diflVirnce^  3t^ 
Tn  Aliitiiujiilri'  hilil  was  this  Sentence; 
Thati  for  the  tyrant  is  l^I  K^T^tter  mif^ht, 
]Jy  tipri^f"  rtf  iiioyrif.':!'  iiir  ti.fHh:'fln  (Ifntiti-ri^bt, 
AildI  hmiiiK^n  ]iuii!i  tiiid  hunra,  and  maks 


I  Xe  WG3«i  tiiciw  wODt  SO  mertljf  t<»  ^»gr  Jbif 
j  That  to  myn  hertc  it  -vaa  a  rcjolaio^ 

I       ^  By  gwLi'  qnoKl  he,  '  I  sijcig«^  nut  ftmitT 
I  Phebus,'  quod  he,  '■  foral  thy  worth isoM. 
Fcif  ft^l  thy  beaut  ec  and  thy  gQiitiI««ip<  jw 
For  a1  thy  soog  and  al  thy  niiustfulp^. 
For  al  thy  wnitinj?,  blercd  is  thyo  yt 
With  ooti  of  litd  reiiotAciotin,  fi^j^j 

Nogbt  worth  to  thee,  ai  in  eomp*a^i'UDaii. 
Tho  momitMioBoi"a  gi^t :  so  mote  I  thryrfl! 
For  on  thy  bed  thy  wyf  I  KiitLgh  kim  swjn: 
Wlint  wol  ye  Toort  f  tbe  crvwe  acwo 

him  told&r  1^7 

By  fifiddo  tokcnea  and  by  ^ordfls  bold«, 
Mow  that  his  vyf  had  doati  hir  techpiyvs 
Him  to  gr«t  shame  and  to  gret  Tilctiit^; 
And  t'}lde  him  oflc?^  ho  sang^h  it  with,  liii 

y^n.  361 

This  Phphus  Ran  aweywanl  for  to  wrnm. 
Him  thooght£t  hl&  aorw&iul  hert«  hnvt 

a-two ; 
HIh  bown  he  bent^,  and  mtte  tber-luw 

a  ilo^  ( f  61^ 

And  in  his  ire  hia  wjrf  thlltine  hath  ht 

slayn,  36$ 

This  ij  th'efietit,  ther  is  nA^snorp  to  mmfui 
For  Aorwe  of  which    he   brttk   hb   mtii- 

Btralcye, 
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Smyt  nat  to  sone,  er  that  yo  witen  why, 
And  heeth  avysed  vrel  and  gobrely       2S6 
£r  ye  doon  any  execncionn, 
Up-on  3:oar  ire,  for  snspecionn. 
Alias !  a  thotumnd  folk  hath  rakel  ire  289 
Fully  fordoon,  and  broght  hem  in  the  mire. 
Alias !  for  sorwe  I  wol  my-selven  slee  ! ' 
And  to   the  crowe,   *0  false   theef!' 
seydo  he,  (188) 

*  I  wol  thee  qnyte  anon  thy  false  tale ! 
Thoa  songe  whylom  lyk  a  nightingale ; 
Now  shaltow,  false  theef,  thy  song  forgon, 
And  eek  thy  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
Ne  never  in  al  thy  lyf  ne  shaltou  speke. 
Thos  shal  men  on  a  traitonr  been  awreke ; 
Thoa  and  thyn  of-spring  ever  shol  be  blake, 
Ke  never  swete  noise  shol  ye  make,     300 
Bat  ever  crye  agi^sm  tempest  and  rayn, 
In  tokeninge  that  thurgh  thee  my  wyf  is 

sU^jm.* 
And  to  the  crowe  he  stirte,  and  that  anon, 
And  palled  his  whyte  fetheres  everichon, 
And  made  him  bliJc,  and  refte  him  al  his 

song,  (aoi)  305 

And  eek  his  speche,  and  ont  at  dore  him 

along 
Un-to  the  devel,  which  I  him  bitake ; 
And  for  this  caas  ben  alle  crowes  blake. — 
Lordings,  by  this  ensample  I  yow  preye, 
Beth  war,  and  takoth  kepe  what  I  seye  : 
No  tclleth  never  no  man  in  yoar  lyf    311 
How  that  another  man  hathdight  his  wyf ; 
He  wol  yow  haten  mortally,  certeyn. 
Daan  Salomon,  as  wyse  derkes  seyn,  (310) 
Techeth  a  man  to  kepe  his  tonge  wel ;  315 
Bat  as  I  seyde,  I  am  noght  textaeL 
Bat  nathelees,  thas  taoghte  me  my  dame : 

*  H y  sone,  thenk  on  the  crowe,  a  goddes 

name ; 
My  sone,  keep  wel  thy  tonge  and  keep 

thy  Anoend. 
A  wikke<l  tonge  is  worse  than  a  feend.  320 
My  sone,  from  a  feend  men  may  hem 

blesse; 
My  sone,  god  of  his  endelees  goodnesse 
Walled  a  tonge  with  teeth  and  lippes  eke. 
For  man  sholde  him  avjrse  what  he  spoke. 
My  sone,  fal  ofle,  for  to  mache  speche. 


Hath  many,  a  man  ben  spilt,  as  clerkes 

teche ;  {222)  $26 

Bat  for  a  litel  speche  avysely 
Is  no  men  shent,  to  speke  generally. 
My  sone,  thy  tonge  sholdestow  restre3me 
At  alle  tyme,  bat  whan  thon  doost  thy 

peyne  330 

To  speke  of  god,  in  honoor  and  presrere. 
The  iirste  verta,  sone,  if  thoa  wolt  lere, 
Is  to  restreyne  and  kepe  wel  thy  tonge. — 
Thas  leme  children  whan  that  they  ben 

yonge.—  {230)  334 

My  sone,  of  machel  speking  yvel-avysed, 
Ther  lasse  speking  hadde  y-noagh  safiysed, 
Comth  machel  harm,  tlias  was  me  told 

and  taaght 
In  machel  speche  sinne  wanteth  naoght. 
Wostow  wher-of  a  rakel  tonge  serveth  ? 
Right  asa  swerd  foroatteth  and  forkerveth 
An  arm  a-two,  my  dere  sone,  right  so  341 
A  tonge  cntteth  ftendship  al  a-two. 
A  jangler  is  to  god  abhominable ;        (239) 
Reed  Salomon,  so  wys  and  honarablo ; 
Reed  David  in  hispsalmes,  reed  Senekke. 
My  sone,  spek  nat,  bat  with  thyn  heed 

thoa  bekke.  346 

Dissimale  as  thoa  were  deef,  if  that  thoa 

here 
A  jangler  speke  of  periloas  matere. 
The  Fleming  seith,  and  leme  it,  if  thee 

leste,  349 

That  litel  jangling  caaseth  machel  reste. 
My  sone,  if  thoa  no  wikked  word  hast  seyd. 
Thee  thar  nat  drede  for  to  be  biwreyd ; 
Bat  he  that  hath  misscyd,  I  dar  wel  sayn. 
He  may  by  no  wey  depe  his  word  agayn. 
Thing  that  is  seyd,  is  seyd ;  and  forth  it 

gooth,  (251)  355 

Thoagh  him  repente,  or  be  him  leef  or 

looth- 
He  is  his  thral  to  whom  that  ho  hath  sayd 
A  tale,  of  which  he  is  now  yvel  apayd. 
My  sone,  bo  war,  and  be  non  aactoar  newe 
Of  tydinges,  whether  they  ben  false  or 

trewe.  3<5o 

Whor-so  thoa  come,  amonges  hye  or  lowe, 
Kepe  wel  thy  tonge,  and  thenk  ap-on  the 

crowe.* 


Here  is  ended  the  Havnciples  Tale  of  the  Crowe. 
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THE   PARSONS   PROLOGUE. 

Here  folweth  the  Prolose  of  the  Persones  Tale. 


By  that  the  mannciple  hadde  his  tale  al 

ended, 
The  Sonne  firo  the  loath  lyne  was  de- 
scended 
So  lowe,  that  he  nas  nat,  to  my  sighte, 
DegreM  nyne  and  twenty  as  in  highte.  4 
Foore  of  the  clokke  it  was  tho,  as  I  gesse : 
For  eleven  foot,  or  litel  more  or  lesse. 
My  shadwe  was  at  thilke  tjrme,  as  there, 
Of  swich  feet  as  my  lengthe  parted  were 
In  six  feet  eqnal  of  proporcionn. 
Ther-with  the  mones  exaltacionn,  10 

I  mene  Libra,  alwey  gan  ascende, 
As  we  were  entringe  at  a  thropes  ende ; 
For  which  our  host,  as  he  was  wont  to  gjre, 
As  in  this  caas,  our  joly  oompanye, 
Seyde  in  this  wyse,  *  lordings  everichoon, 
Now  lakketh  us  no  tales  mo  than  oon.  16 
Folfild  is  my  sentence  and  my  decree ; 
I  trowe  that  we  han  herd  of  ech  degree^ 
Almost  ftilfild  is  al  myn  ordinannce ; 
I  prey  to  god,  so  yeve  him  right  good 

chaonoe,  ao 

That  telleth  this  tale  to  us  lustily. 
Sir  preest,*  qnod  he,  *  artow  a  vicary  ? 
Or  art  a  person  ?  sey  sooth,  by  thy  fey  I 
Be  what  thou  be,  ne  breke  thou  nat  our 

pley; 
For  every  man,  save  thou,  hath  told  his 

tale,  35 

Unbokel,  andshewenswhat  is  in  thy  male ; 
For  trewely,  me  thinketh,  by  thy  chere, 
Thou  sholdest  knitte  up  wel  a  greet  matere. 
Tel  ns  a  tale  anon,  for  cokkes  bones !  * 

This  Persone  him  answerde,  al  at  ones, 
'  Thou  getest  &ble  noon  y-told  for  me ;  31 
For  Paul,  that  wryteth  onto  Timothee, 
Bepreveth  hem  that  weyven  soothfast- 


And  tellen  fables  and  swich  wrecched- 

nesse.  54 

Why  sholde  I  sowen  draf  out  of  my  fest, 

Whan  I  may  sowen  whete,  if  that  me  lest  ? 


For  which  I  seye,  if  that  yow  list  to  here 
Moralitee  and  vertnoos  matere, 
And  thanne  that  ye  wol  yeve  me  audience. 
I  wol  ftU.  fSfcyn,  at  Cristes  reverence,       40 
Do  370W  plesaonce  leefiU,  as  I  can. 
Bat  tmsteth  wel,  I  am  a  Soathren  man, 
I  can  nat  geste — mm,  ram,  rnf—hy  lettre, 
Ne,  god  wot,  rym  holde  I  bnt  litel  bettre ; 
And  therfor,  if  yow  list,  I  wol  nat  gUme. 
I  wol  yow  telle  a  mery  tale  in  proee      46 
To  knitte  np  al  this  feeste,  and  make  an 

ende. 
And  Jeso,  for  his  grace,  wit  me  sende 
To  shewe  yow  the  wey,  in  this  viage. 
Of  thilke  parfit  glorious  pilgrimage       50 
That  highte  Jerusalem  celestiaL 
And,  if  ye  voache-saof,  anon  I  shal 
Biginne  npon  my  tale,  for  whiche  I  preye 
Telle  your  avys,  I  can  no  bettre  seyo. 
Bat  nathelees,  this  meditacionn  55 

I  patte  it  ay  onder  correceioan 
Of  derkes,  for  I  am  nat  textael ; 
I  take  bat  the  sentens,  trosteth  wel. 
Therfor  I  make  proteetacioan 
That  I  wol  stonde  to  oorreocioan.'  60 

Up-on  this  word  we  han  assented  sone. 
For,  as  us  semed,  it  was  for  to  done. 
To  enden  in  som  vertnoos  sentence. 
And  for  to  yeve  him  space  and  aadience ; 
And  bede  onr  host  he  sholde  to  him 

seye,  "  65 

That  alle  we  to  telle  his  tale  him  prejre. 

Oar  host  hadde  the  wordes  for  as  alle  ^— 
*Sir  preest,'  qaod  he,  *now  fi^yre  yow 

bifalle! 
Sey  what  yow  list,  and  we  wol  gladly 

here* — 
And  with  that  word  he  seyde  in  this 

manere —  70 

*  Telleth,'  quod  he,  *  yonr  meditacMMin. 
But  hasteth  yow,  the  sonne  wol  adoxm ; 
Beth  fractaoas,  and  that  in  litel  space. 
And  to  do  wel  god  sende  yow  his  grace !' 
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THE   PERSONES   TALE. 


Here  biginneUi  the  Persones  Tale. 


Jer,  6P.  State  tuper  Has  et  videte  et  inUr- 
roffote  de  viis  aidiquU^  que  eU  via  bona; 
et  ambulate  in  «a,  et  inuenietia  rtfrigerium 
animab%t»  veatriSy  Ac 

§  1.  Our  sweto  lord  god  of  hevone,  that 
no  man  wol  peruse,  bat  wolo  that  we 
oomen  alle  to  the  knoweleche  of  him, 

75  and  to  the  blisful  lyf  that  is  pordorable,  / 
amonesteth  ns  by  the  prophete  Jeremio, 
that  seith  in  this  ytfyso :  /  *  stondeth  upon 
the  weyee,  and  seeth  and  azeth  of  olde 
pathes  (that  is  to  seyn,  of  olde  sentences) 
which  is  the  goode  wey ;  /  and  walketh 
in  that  wcy,  and  ye  shol  finde  refressh- 
inge  for  yoxir  soulcs,'  &c.  /  Manye  lieen 
the  woyes  ospiritaels  that  le<len  folk  to 
oore  Lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  to  the  regne  of 
gloric.  /  Of  whicke  wo3rcs,  ther  is  a  fnl 
noble  wey  and  a  ful  covenable,  which 
may  nat  faile  to  man  ne  to  womman, 
that  thargh  sinne  hath  misgoon  fro  the 

80  righte  wey  of  Jomsalem  celestial ;  /  and 
this  wey  is  cleped  Penitence,  of  which 
man  sholde  gladly  herkncn  and  enquere 
with  al  his  herte;/  to  witen  what  is 
Penitence,  and  whennes  it  is  cleped  Peni- 
tence, and  in  how  manye  maneres  been 
the  accions  or  werkinges  of  Penitence,  / 
and  how  manye  spyces  ther  been  of  Peni- 
tence, and  whiche  thinges  apertcnen  and 
bihoven  to  Penitence,  and  whiche  thinges 
destoorben  Penitence.  / 

§  2.  Seint  Ambrose  seith,  that  ^  Peni- 
tence is  the  pleyninge  of  man  for  the 
gilt  that  he  hath  doon,  and  na-more  to 
do  any  thing  for  which  him  oghte  to 
( 10)  pleyne.*  /  And  som  doctour  seith :  *  Peni- 
tence is  the  waymentinge  of  man,  that 
■orweth  for  his  sinne  and  pyneth  him- 
85  self  for  he  bath  misdoon.'  /  Penitence, 
with  c«rte3me  circumstances,  is  rerray 
rspentanoe  of  a  man  that  halt  him-self 


in  sorwe  and  other  peyne  for  hise  giltes.  / 
And  for  ho  shal  be  vorray  penitent,  ho 
shal  first  biwailcn  the  sinnos  that  ho 
hath  doon,  and  stidefastly  purpoecn  in 
his  herte  to  have  shrift  of  monthc,  and 
to  doon  satisfaccionn,  /  and  never  to  doon 
thing  for  which  him  oghte  more  tobiwaylo 
or  to  compleyne,  and  to  oontinne  in  go<ido 
werkes :  or  cll<»  his  repentance  may  nat 
availle.  /  For  as  seith  seint  Isidre  :  *  ho  is 
a  japor  and  a  gabber,  and  no  verray  repen- 
tant, that  efteoone  dooth  thing,  for  which 
him  oghte  repente.'/  Wepinge,andnatfor 
to  stinte  to  doon  sinne,  may  nat  avaylle.  /  (>> 
Bat  nathelees,  men  shal  hope  that  every 
tyme  that  man  falleth,  be  it  never  so 
ofte,  that  he  may  arise  thargh  Penitence, 
if  he  have  grace :  bat  certeinly  it  is  greet 
doate.  /  For  as  seith  Seint  Gregorie  :  *  an- 
nethe  aryseth  he  oat  of  sinne,  that  is 
charged  with  the  charge  of  yvel  usage/  / 
And  therfore  repentant  folk,  that  stinte 
for  to  sinne,  and  forlete  sinne  er  that 
sinne  forlete  hem,  holy  chirche  holdeth 
hem  siker  of  hir  savacioun.  /  And  he 
that  sinneth,  and  verraily  repenteth  him 
in  his  laste  ende,  holy  chirche  jret  hopoth 
his  savacioun,  by  the  grete  mercy  of  oure 
lord  Jesu  Crist,  for  his  repentaunce ;  but 
tak  the  siker  wey.  /  (*>) 

§  8.  And  now,  sith  I  have  doclanxl 
yow  what  thing  is  Penitence,  now  shul 
ye  understonde  that  ther  been  three 
accions  of  Penitence.  /  The  iirste  aocion  95 
of  Penitence  is,  that  a  man  be  baptized 
after  that  he  hath  sinned.  /  Seint  An- 
gustin  seith :  *  but  he  be  penitent  for  his 
olde  sinful  lyf,  he  may  nat  biginno  the 
newe  clene  lif.*/  For  oertes,  if  he  bo 
baptized  withouten  penitence  of  his  olde 
gilt,  he  receiveth  the  mark  of  baptisme, 
but  nat  the  grace  ne  the  remission  of  his 
sinnes,  til  he  hava  rspentanee  rerray.  / 
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Another  defante  ia  tliig,  that  men  doon 
deedly  sinne  after  that  they  han  received 
baptisme.  /  The  thridde  defante  is,  that 
men  fallen  in  venial  ginnes  after  hir 
loo  baptisme,  fro  day  to  day.  /  Ther-of  seith 
Seint  Ani^astin,  that  'penitence  of  goode 
and  humble  folk  is  the  penitence  of  eveiy 
day.'/ 

§4.  The  spyoes  of  Penitence  been  three. 
That  oon  of  hem  is  solempne,  another  is 
commune,  and  the  thridde  is  privee.  / 
Thilke  penance  that  is  solempne,  is  in 
two  maneres ;  as  to  bo  put  out  of  holy 
chirche  in  lente,  for  slanghtre  of  children, 
and  swich  maner  thing.  /  Another  is, 
whan  a  man  hath  sinned  openly,  of  which 
sinne  the  fame  is  openly  spoken  in  the 
contree;  and  thanne  holy  chirche  hy 
jugement  destreineth  him  for  to  do  open 
(30)  penaunce.  /  Commune  penaunce  is  that 
preestos  enjoinen  men  comunly  in  certeyn 
oaas ;  as  for  to  goon,  peraventure,  naked 
105  in  pilgrimages,  or  bare-foot.  /  Privee 
penaunce  is  thilke  that  men  doon  alday 
for  privee  sinnes,  of  whiche  we  shryve  us 
prively  and  reoeyve  privee  penaunce.  / 

§  6.  Now  shaltow  understande  what  is 
bihovely  and  necessarie  to  verray  parftt 
Penitence.  And  this  stant  on  three 
thinges;/  Contricioun  of  herte,  CJon- 
fessioun  of  Month,  and  Satisfaccioun.  / 
For  which  seith  Seint  John  Crisostom : 
*■  Penitence  destreyneth  a  man  to  accepte 
benignely  every  peyne  that  him  is  en- 
joyned,  with  contricion  of  herte,  and 
shrift  of  mouth,  with  satisfaccion ;  and 
in  werkinge  of  alle  maner  humilitee.'  / 
And  this  is  fruitful  Penitence  agayn 
three  thinges  in  whiche  we  wratthe  oure 
no  lord  Jesn  Crist :  /  this  is  to  seyn,  by  delyt 
in  thinkinge,  by  reochelesnesse  in  spek- 
inge,  and  by  wikked  sinful  werkinge.  / 
And  agayns  thise  wikkede  giltes  is  Peni- 
tence, that  may  be  lykned  un-to  a  tree.  / 
§  6,  The  rote  of  Uus  tree  is  Contricion, 
that  hydeth  him  in  the  herte  of  him  that 
is  verray  repentant,  right  as  the  rote  of 
a  tree  hjrdeth  him  in  the  erthe.  /  Of  the 
rote  of  Contricion  springeth  a  stalke, 
that  bereth  braunches  and  leves  of  Con- 
(40)  fession,  and  fruit  of  Satisfikocion.  /    For 


which  Crist  seith  in  his  gospel:  *dooth 
digne  fruit  of  Penitence';    for  by  this 
fruit  may  nxen  knowe  this  tree,  and  nat 
by  the  rote  that  is  hid  in  the  herte  of 
man,   ne  by  the  braunches  ne  by  the 
leves    of   Confession.  /      And    therefore  1 15 
oure  Lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  thus :  *  by  the 
fruit  of  hem  ye  shul  knowen  hem.*/     Of 
this  rote  eek  springeth  a  seed  of  grace, 
the  which  seed  is  moder  of  sikemeoae, 
and  this  seed  is  egre  and  hoot./    The 
grace  of  this    seed    springeth    of   god, 
thurgh  remembrance  of  the  day  of  doxoe 
and  on  the  peynes  of  helle,/    Of  this 
matere  seith  Salomon,  that '  in  the  drede 
of  god  man  forleteth  his  sinne.'  /    Tixe 
hete  of  this  seed  is  the  love  of  god,  and 
the  desiring  of   the  joye   perdurable.  /  i» 
This  hete  draweth  the  herte  of  a  man  to 
god,  and  dooth  him  haten  his  sinne./ 
For  soothly,  ther  is  no-thing  that  savour- 
eth  so  wel  to  a  child  as  the  milk  of  his 
norioe,  ne  no-thing  is  to  him  more  abho- 
minable  than    thilke   milk  whan   it  is 
medled  with  other  mete.  /     Right  so  the 
sinful  man  that  loveth  his  sinne,  him 
semeth  that  it  is  to  him  most  swete  of 
any-thing;/     but    fro    that  tjrme    that 
he  loveth  sadly  our  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and 
desireth  the  lif  i>erdurable,  ther  nis  to 
him  no-thing  more  abhominable.  /     IVjr  '??> 
soothly,  the  lawe  of  god  is  the  lore  of 
god ;  for  which  David  the  prophete  seith  : 
•  I  liave  loved  thy  lawe  imd  hated  wikked- 
UMse  and  hate';    he    that  loveth    gvid 
kepeth  his  lawe  and  his  word.  /    This  txs 
tree  saugh  the  prophete  Daniel  in  spirit, 
up-on  the  avision  of  the  king  Kabngo- 
donosor,  whan  he  oonseiled  him  to  do 
penitence.  /    Penaunce  is  the  tree  of  lyf 
to  hem  that  it  reoeiven,  and  he  that 
holdeth    him    in    verray    penitence    is 
blessed ;  after  the  sentence  of  Salomon.  / 
§  7.  In  this   Penitence  or  Contricion 
man    shal   nnderstonde    foore   thiiiges, 
that  is  to  seyn,  what  is  Contricion :  and 
whiche  been  the  causes  that  moev^n  a 
man  to  Contricion :  and  how  he  sholde 
becontrit:  and  what  Contricion  availleth 
to  the  soule.  /    Thanne  is  it  thus :  that 
Contricion  is  the  verray  sorwe  UMt  a 
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man  receireth  in  his  herte  for  hit  sinnos, 
with  sad  purpos  to  shryve  liim,  and  to 
do  penaonce,  and  nev«rm<«e  to  do  sinne./ 
And  this  sorwe  shal  been  in  this  mane  re, 
as  Beith  seint  Bernard :  *■  it  shal  been 
hevy  and  (provons,  and  ttd  sharpe  and 

130  poinant  in  herte.*  /  First,  for  man  hath 
mfplt  his  lord  and  his  crcatonr ;  and  more 
sharpe  and  jwinant,  for  he  hath  af^ilt  his 
fader  celestial ;  /  and  yet  more  sharpe 
and  p<iinant,  for  ho  hath  wrathe<l  and 
a^lt  him  that  boghto  him;  which  with 
his  precious  blood  hath  delivered  ns  fro 
the  bondes  of  sinne,  and  fro  the  cruel- 
tee  of  the  devel  and  fro  the  pe^'nes  of 
heUe.  / 

§  8.  The  causes  that  oghte  mocve  a 
man  to  Contricion  been  six.  First,  a 
man  shal  remembre  him  of  hise  sinnos ;  / 
but  loke  he  that  thilke  remembrance  no 
be  to  him  no  del3rt  by  no  woy,  but  preet 
shame  and  sorwe  for  his  gilt.  Fr>r  Job 
■eith :  '  sinful  men  doon  werkes  worthy 

60)  of  Confession.'  /  And  therforo  seith 
Esechie :  ^  I  wol  remembre  me  alle  the 
^^cres  of  my  Ij-f,  in  bittcmesse  of  mj-n 

135  herte.'  /  And  god  seith  in  the  Apocalips : 
*remembreth  yow  fro  whenncs  that  ye 
been  falle ' ;  for  bifom  that  tjnno  that  ye 
sinned,  ye  were  the  children  of  god,  and 
limes  of  the  regno  of  god  ;  /  but  for  your 
sinne  ye  been  woxen  thral  and  foul,  and 
membres  of  the  feend,  hate  of  aungels, 
sclaundro  of  holy  chirche,  and  fode  of 
the  false  serpent;  perpetuol  matere  of 
the  fyr  of  hclle.  /  And  yet  more  foul 
and  abhominablo,  for  ye  tresi>assen  so 
ofte  tyme,  as  doth  the  hound  that  re- 
toumeth  to  cten  his  sinewing.'/  And 
yet  be  ye  fouler  for  your  longo  con- 
tinuing in  sinne  and  your  sinful  usage, 
for  which  ye  be  roton  in  your  sinne, 
as  a  bcest  in  his  dong.  /  Swiche  manere 
of  thoghtes  maken  a  man  to  have  shame 
of  his  sinne,  and  no  del>-t,  as  god  seith 

140  Vy  the  prophete  Escchiel:/  *ye  shal 
remembre  yow  of  youre  wejres,  and  they 
shnln  displese  yow.'  Sothly,  sinnes  been 
the  wejres  that  leden  folk  to  helle.  / 

I  9.  The  seoonde  cause  that  oghte  make 
a  man  to  haye  desd^yn  of  linne  is  this : 


that,  as  seith  seint  Peter,  *who-0o  that 
doth  sinne  is  thral  of  sinne ' ;  and  sinne 
put  a  man  in  greet  thraldom.  /  And 
therfore  seith  the  prophete  Ezechicl : 
•  I  wente  sorwoful  in  desdayn  of  my-self.' 
And  certes,  wel  oghte  a  man  have  des- 
dayn of  sinne,  and  withdrawe  him  from 
that  thraldom  and  vileinye./  And  lo,  what 
seith  Seneca  in  this  matere.  He  seith 
thus :  *-  though  I  wiste  that  neither  god 
ne  man  ne  sholde  nevere  knowe  it,  yet 
woldo  I  have  desdayn  for  to  do  sinne.'  /  ij;)) 
And  the  same  Seneca  also  seith :  '  I  am 
bom  to  gutter  thingce  than  to  be  thral 
to  my  body,  or  than  for  to  maken  of  my 
body  a  thraL'  /  Ne  a  fouler  thral  may  i45 
no  man  ne  womman  maken  of  his  body, 
than  for  to  yeven  his  body  to  sinne.  / 
Al  were  it  the  fouleste  cherl,  or  the  foul- 
este  womman  that  liveth,  and  leest  of 
value,  3ret  is  he  thanne  more  foule  and 
more  in  servitute.  /  Evere  fro  the  hyer 
degree  that  man  falleth,  the  more  is  he 
thral,  and  more  to  god  and  to  the  world 
vile  and  abhominablo.  /  O  godo  giMl, 
wel  oghte  man  have  desdayn  of  sinne ;  sith 
that,  thurgh  sinne,  ther  he  was  free,  now 
is  he  maked  bonde.  /  And  therfore  soyth 
Seint  Augustin  :  *  if  thou  hast  desdayn 
of  thy  servant,  if  he  agilte  or  sinne, 
have  thou  thanne  desdayn  that  thou 
thy-selfsholdest  do  sinne.'/  Take  reward  i5»> 
of  thy  value,  that  thou  ne  be  to  foul  to 
thy-self .  /  Alias !  wel  oghten  they  thanne 
have  desdayn  to  been  servannts  and 
thralles  to  sinne,  and  sore  been  ashame<l 
of  hem-self,  /  that  god  of  his  en<lelees 
goodnesse  hath  set  hem  in  heigh  cstaat, 
or  yeven  hem  wit,  strengthe  of  bo<ly,  hele, 
beautee,  prosperitee,  /  and  boghte  hem 
fro  the  deeth  with  his  herte  blood,  that 
they  so  unkindely,  agayns  his  gentilesse, 
quyten  him  so  vileinsly,  to  slaughtro  of 
hir  owene  soules.  /  O  gode  god,  ye  (80 
wonuncn  that  been  of  so  greet  beautee, 
remembreth  yow  of  the  proverbc  of 
Salrtmon,  that  seith :  /  *  he  lykneth  a  155 
fair  womman,  that  is  a  fool  of  hir  body, 
lyk  to  a  ring  of  gold  that  were  in  the 
groyn  of  a  so  we.'  /  For  right  as  a  so  wo 
wroteth  in  everich  ordure,  so  wroteth 
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of  dofaates,  ngayn  three  thingcs  that  folk 
of  this  world  han  in  this  present  lyf, 
that  is  to  sejm,  honours,   delyces,   and 
riohesses.  /     Af^yns  hononr,  liave  they 
in  hello  shame  and  confusion.  /     Forvrel 
yo  woot  that  men  clopen  *  honour*  the 
reveronce  that  man  doth  to  man  ;  but  in 
hello  is  noon  honour  ne  reverence.     Fbr 
cortos,  na-moro  reverence  shal  be  doon 
there  to  a  king  than  to  a  knave.  /     For 
whi(>)i  go<l  seith  by  the  propheto  Jeremye : 
'  thilko  folk  that  me  dosp>*sen  shul  been 
in   dospj-t.'/     *  Honour*    is    eek    cleped 
greet  lonlshipc ;  thcr  shal  no  man  serven 
other  but  of  liarm  and  torment.  '  Honour* 
is  oi>k  olepod  greet  dignitce  and  heigh- 
noi«se ;  but  in  hello  shul  they  l)een  al 
9i»  furtnxlcn  of  develes.  /     And  gixi  seith: 
Mho   horrible  develes  shulle  goon  and 
comcn  up-on  the  hevedes  of  the  dampned 
folk.*     And  this  is  for-oa-mucho  as,  the 
hj-er  that  they  were  in  this  present  lyf, 
the  more  shnllo  they  lK>en  abated  and 
d«*foiilod  in  hollo.  /    Agayns  the  riohesses 
of  this  world,  shul  they  han   miseso  of 
iwvorto ;   and  this  povorte  shal  been  in 
fouro  thingos :  /  in  dofante  f»f  treeor,  of 
whi<  h  that  David  soith  ;  '  the  riche  folk, 
that  ombraooilon  and  onwlen  al  hirherte 
to  tresor  of  this  world,  shul  slope  in  the 
slepingo  of  dooth  ;  and  no-thing  ne  shul 
tlu-y  findon    in    hir    handos  of   al  hir 
trosor.'  /     And  more-over,  the  miseise  of 
hollo  shal  lKK»n  in  dofaute  of  mete  and 
ia«)  drinko.  /     For  g«Hl  soith  thus  by  Moyses  ; 
*  they  shul  l»oon  wostwl  with  hunger,  and 
the  briddes  of  liclle  shul  devouren  hem 
with  bittrr  dooth,  and  the  galle  of  the 
dragon  nlial   l>eon  hir  drinke,  and  the 
195  venim  of  the  dragon  hir  morsels.*  /     And 
forthor-o\-or,   hir  miseise    shal   been    in 
defaute  of  clothing:   for  they  shulle  bo 
naked  in  Ixnly  as  of  chithing,  save  the  fyr 
in  which  thoy  brenno  and  othero  filthos :  / 
and  naked  shnl  they  been  of  soule,  of  alio 
maiioro  vortnos,  which  that  is  the  cloth- 
ing of  the  s^mle.   Whore  been  thanne  the 
gaye  robes  and  the  softe  shetes  and  the 
smale  shertes  ?  /    Lo,  what  seith  god  of 
hem  by  the  prophete  Isaye :  *  that  under 
hem  shul  been  strawed  motthet,  and  hir 


oolverturcfl  shulle  been  of  wormes  of 
hello.*  /  And  forther-over,  hir  miseise 
shal  been  in  defaute  of  freendes ;  for  ho 
nis  nat  povro  that  hath  goode  freendes, 
but  there  is  no  freend ;  /  for  neither  god 
ne  no  creature  shal  been  freend  to  hem, 
and  everich  of  hem  shal  haten  other 
with  deedly  hate.  /  *  The  sones  and  the  200 
doghtren  shullen  rebellen  agayns  fader 
and  moodcr,  and  kinrede  agayns  kinrede, 
and  chyden  and  despysen  everich  of  hem 
other,*  bothe  day  and  night,  as  god  seith 
by  the  prophete  Michios.  /  And  the 
lovinge  children,  that  whylom  lovedon 
so  fleshly  everich  other,  woldcn  everich 
orhem  eten  other  if  thoy  mighte.  /  For 
how  sholden  they  love  hem  togidre  in  the 
peyne  of  hello,  whan  they  hated  ech  of 
hem  other  in  the  prosperitee  of  this  lyf?  / 
For  tmste  wol,  hir  fleshly  love  was  deedly 
hate ;  as  seith  the  prophete  David :  *  who- 
so that  loveth  wikkednesse  he  hateth  his 
soule.*  /  And  who-so  hateth  his  owene  (130) 
soule,  certes,  he  may  love  noon  other 
wight  in  no  manere.  /  And  therefore,  aQ5 
in  belle  is  no  solos  ne  no  frendshipe,  but 
evere  the  more  fleshly  kinredes  that  been 
in  belle,  the  more  cursinges,  the  more 
chydinges,  and  the  more  deedly  hate  thor 
is  among  hem.  /  And  forther^vor,  thoy 
shul  have  defaute  of  alle  manere  del>*ces  ; 
for  certes,  delyces  been  after  the  ajipo- 
tytcs  of  the  fyvo  wittes,  as  sighte,  horinge, 
smellinge,  sa\-oringe,  and  touchinge.  / 
But  in  belle  hir  sighte  shal  be  ful  of 
dorknosso  and  of  smoke,  and  therfore  ful 
of  teres;  and  hir  heringo,  tal  of  way- 
montingo  and  of  grintinge  of  teeth,  as 
seith  Josu  Crist ;  /  hir  nosethirlos  shullen 
be  ftil  of  stinkinge  stink.  And  as  soith 
Isaye  the  prophete:  *hir  savoring  shal 
bo  fbl  of  bitter  galle.*  /  And  touchinge 
of  al  hir  Ixnly,  y-covered  with  'fyr  that 
nevere  slial  quenche,  and  with  wormes 
that  nevere  shul  dj'en/  as  god  seith  by 
the  mouth  of  Isaye.  /  And  for-as-nmche  3ii» 
as  thoy  shul  nat  wene  that  they  may 
dyon  for  peyne,  and  by  hir  doeth  flee 
fro  peyne,  that  may  they  nnderstondon 
by  the  wonl  of  Job,  that  seith  :  *  thor-as 
is  the  shadwe   of  docth.*  /     Certes,  a 
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Bliadwe  hath  the  lyknease  of  the  thing 
of  whi^  it  im  Amdjme,  bat  mbrndwe  is  nat 
the  same  thing  of  which  it  is  duidwe.  / 
Bight  so  faieth  the  peyne  of  helle ;  it  is 
lyk  deeth  for  the  horrible  angnissh,  and 
vrhy?  For  it  peyneth  hem  evere,  as 
though  they  sholde  dye  anon ;  bnt  oertes 
they  shal  nat  dye.  /  For  ui  seith  Seint 
Oregorie:  'to  wreoohe  caytives  shal  be 
deeth  with-onte  deeth,  and  ende  with- 
oatMi  ende,  and  defaute  with-oate  fail- 

(140)  inge.  /  For  hir  deeth  shal  alwey  liven, 
and  hir  ende  shal  everemo  biginne,  and 
315  lur  defante  shal  nat  faille.'  /  And  ther- 
fore  seith  Seint  John  the  Evangelist: 
*  they  shnllen  folwe  deeth,  and  they  shal 
nat  finde  him ;  and  they  shal  desyren 
to  dye,  and  deeth  shal  flee  fro  hem.'  / 
And  eek  Job  seith:  that  *in  helle  is 
noon  ordre  of  role.*/  And  al-be-it  so 
that  god  hath  creat  alle  thinges  in  right 
ordre,  and  no-thing  with-outen  ordre, 
bat  alle  thinges  been  ordeyned  and  nom- 
bred ;  yet  nathelees  they  that  been 
dampned  been  no-thing  in  ordre,  ne 
holden  noon  ordre.  /  For  the  erthe  ne 
shal  here  hem  no  frait./  For,  as  the 
prophete  David  Seith :  *  god  shal  destroye 
the  fWiit  of  the  erthe  as  firo  hem';  ne 
water  ne  shal  yevo  hem  no  moistare ;  ne 
2ao  the  eyr  no  refresshing,  ne  fyr  no  light.  / 
For  as  seith  seint  Basilie :  *  the  brenninge 
of  the  fyr  of  this  world  shal  god  yeven  in 
helle  to  hem  that  been  dampned  ;  /  bat 
the  light  and  the  deemesse  shal  be  jreven 
in  hevene  to  hise  children ';  right  as  the 
gode  man  yeveth  flesh  to  hise  children, 
and  bones  to  his  honndes.  /  And  for 
they  shnllen  have  noon  hope  to  escape, 
seith  seint  Job  atte  laste:  that  Hher 
shal  horroar  and  grimly  drede  dwellen 
with-outen  ende.'/  Horroar  is  alwey 
drede  of  harm  that  is  to  come,  and  this 
drede  shal  evere  dwelle  in  the  hertes  of 
hem  that  been  dampned.  And  therefore 
ban  they  lorn  al  hir  hope,  for  sevene 

(150)  caases.  /    First,  for  god  that  is  hir  jage 

shal  be  with-oaten  mercy  to  hem;   ne 

they  may  nat  plese  him,  ne  noon  of  hise 

halwes;   ne  th^  ne  may  yeve  no-thing 

aa^  for  hir  raanson ;  /  ne  they  have  no  vois 


to  speke  to  him ;  ne  they  may  nat  flee 
fro  peyne ;  ne  they  have  no  goodnesee  in 
bom,  that  they  mow«  ahewe  to  delivere 
hem  fro  peyne./  And  ttiedbve  aeilh 
Salomon:  *the  wikked  man  dyeth;  and 
whan  he  is  deed,  he  shal  have  noon  hofpe 
to  escape  fro  peyne.'/  Who-so  thanne 
woldo  wel  nnderstande  these  peynea,  and 
bithinke  him  weel  that  he  hath  deserved 
thilke  Paynes  for  his  sinnes,  oertes,  he 
sholde  have  more  talent  to  syken  and  to 
wepe  than  for  to  singen  and  to  pleye.  / 
For  as  that  seith  Salomon :  *  who-so  th«t 
hadde  the  science  to  knowe  the  peyn«i 
that  been  establissed  and  ordeyned  for 
sinne,  he  wolde  make  sorwe.'  /  '  Thilke 
science,'  as  seith  seint  Aogostin,  *  maketh 
aman  to  waymenten  inhisherte.'/         2J0 

§  11.  The  foarthe  point,  that  oghte 
maken  a  man  to  have  oontricion,  is  the 
sorwefol  remembrance  of  the  good  that 
he  hath  left  to  doon  here  in  erthe ;  and 
eek  the  good  that  he  hath  lorn.  /  Soothly, 
the  gode  werkes  that  he  hath  left,  <mther 
they  been  the  gode  werkes  that  h« 
wroghte  er  he  fel  in-to  deedly  sinne,  or 
elles  the  gode  werkes  that  he  wrof^te 
while  he  lay  in  sinne.  /  Soothly,  the 
gode  werkes,  that  he  dide  bifom  that  he 
fil  in  sinne,  been  al  mortified  and  astoned 
and  dalled  by  the  ofte  sinning.  /  The 
othere  gode  werkes,  that  he  wroghte 
whyl  he  lay  in  deedly  sinne,  they  been 
oatrely  dede  as  to  the  lyf  perdaraLle  in 
hevene.  /  Thanne  thilke  gode  wexktf  (tio, 
that  been  mortified  by  ofte  sinning, 
whiche  gode  werkes  he  dide  whyl  he  was 
in  charitee,  ne  mowe  nevere  qoiken  agayn 
with-oaten  verray  penitence.  /  And  ther-  235 
of  seith  god,  by  the  mouth  of  Eaechiel : 
that,  *  if  the  rightftil  man  retome  agayn 
from  his  rightwisnesse  and  werke  wikked- 
nesse,  shal  he  live?'  /  Nay;  for  alle  the 
gode  werkes  that  he  hath  wroght  ne  shal 
nevere  been  in  remembrance ;  for  he  dud 
dyen  in  his  sinne.  /  And  np-on  thilke 
chapitre  seith  seint  Gregorie  thns :  *  that 
we  shalle  anderstonde  this  principally;  / 
that  whan  we  doon  deedly  sinne,  it  is 
for  noght  thanne  to  rehercen  or  drawoa 
in-to  memorie  the  gode  werkes  that  we 
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ban  wToght  bifom.*  /  For  oertei,  in  the 
-werkinge  of  the  deedly  sinne,  ther  is  no 
tnut  to  no  good  werk  that  we  han  doon 
bifom ;  that  is  to  seyn,  as  for  to  have 

340  therbj  the  lyf  perdorable  in  hevene.  / 
Bnt  natheleeSf  the  gode  werkes  qniken 
agajm,  and  oomen  agayn,  and  helpen, 
and  availlen  to  have  the  lyf  perdurable 
in  herene,  whan  we  han  oontrioion.  / 
Bat  soothly,  the  gode  werkes  that  men 
doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly  sinne, 
for-as-muche  as  th^  were  doon  in  deedly 
sinne,  they  may  nevere  qniken  agayn.  / 
For  certes,  thing  that  nerere  hadde  lyf 
may  nevere  qnikene;  and  nathelees,  al- 
bo-it  that  they  ne  availle  noght  to  han 
the  lyf  perdurable,  yet  availlen  they  to 
abregge  of  the  i>eyne  of  helle,  or  elles  to 
geten  temporal  richesBe,  /  or  elles  that 
god  wole  the  rather  enlumine  and  lightne 
the  herte  of  the  sinftd  man  to  have 
(170)  repentance;  /  and  eek  they  availlen  for 
to  nsen  a  man  to  doon  gode  werkes,  that 
the  feend  have  the  lasse  power  of  his 

245  soTile.  /  And  thus  the  curteis  lord  Jesu 
Crist  wole  that  no  good  werk  be  lost ; 
for  in  somwhat  it  shal  availle./  But 
for-as-muche  as  the  gode  werkes  that 
mon  doon  whyl  they  been  in  good  Ijrf, 
been  al  mortified  by  sinne  folwinge ;  and 
eek,  sith  that  alle  the  gode  werkes  that 
men  doon  whyl  they  been  in  deedly 
synne,  been  outrely  dede  as  for  to  have 
the  lyf  perdurable ;  /  wel  may  that  man, 
that  no  good  werke  ne  dooth,  singe  thilke 
newe  Frenshe  song :  *  Jay  tout  perdu  mon 
tempt  et  mon  labour,^  /  For  oertes,  sinne 
bireveth  a  man  bothe  goodnesse  of  nature 
and  eek  the  goodnesse  of  grace.  /  For 
soothly,  the  grace  of  the  holy  goost 
fareth  lyk  fyr,  that  may  nat  been  ydel ; 
for  fyr  faileth  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his 
wirkinge,  luid    right   so   grace    fayleth 

350  anoon  as  it  forleteth  his  werkinge.  / 
Than  leseth  the  sinful  man  the  goodnesse 
of  glorie,  that  only  is  bihight  to  gode 
men  that  labouren  and  werken.  /  Wel 
may  he  be  soiy  thanne,  that  oweth  al 
his  lif  to  god  as  longe  as  he  hath  lived, 
And  eek  as  longe  as  he  shal  live,  that  no 
goodnesse  ne  hath  to  paye  with  his  dette 


to  god,  to  whom  he  oweth  al  his  lyf.  / 
For  trust  virel,  *  he  shal  yeven  aoonntes,* 
as  seith  seint  Bernard,  *  of  alle  the  godes 
that  han  be  yeven  him  in  this  present 
l3rf,  and  how  he  hath  hem  deepended ;  / 
in  so  muche  that  ther  shal  nat  perisse  an 
heer  of  his  heed,  ne  a  moment  of  an 
houre  ne  shal  nat  perisse  of  his  tyme, 
that  he  ne  shal  yeve  of  it  a  rekening.*  /     (180) 

§  la.  The  flfthe  thing  that  oghte  moeve 
a  man  to  oontricion,  is  remembrance  of 
the  passion  that  cure  lord  Jesu  Crist 
Buf&ed  for  oure  sinnes.  /  For,  as  seith  355 
seint  Bernard :  *  whyl  that  I  live,  I  shal 
have  remembrance  of  the  travailles  that 
oure  lord  Crist  suffired  in  preohing ;  /  his 
werinesse  in  travailling,  hise  temptacions 
whan  he  fasted,  hise  longe  wakinges 
whan  he  preyde,  hise  teres  whan  that 
he  weep  for  pitee  of  good  peple ;  /  the 
wo  and  the  shame  and  the  filthe  that 
men  seyden  to  him ;  of  the  foule  spitting 
that  men  spitte  in  his  face,  of  the 
bufTettes  that  men  yaven  him,  of  the 
foule  mowes,  and  of  the  repreves  that 
men  to  him  seyden  ;  /  <^the  nayles  with 
whiobe  he  was  nailed  to  the  croys,  and 
of  al  the  remenant  of  his  XMission  that  he 
suffred  for  my  sinnes,  and  no-thing  for 
his  gilt.*/  And  ye  shul  understonde, 
that  in  mannes  sinne  is  every  manere  of 
ordre  or  ordinance  turned  up-so-doun.  /  260 
For  it  is  sooth,  that  god,  and  reson,  and 
sensualitee,  and  the  body  of  man  been  so 
ordeyned,  that  everich  of  thise  fonre 
thinges  sholde  have  lordshii>e  over  that 
other ;  /  as  thus  :  god  sholde  have  lord- 
shipe  over  roson,  and  reson  over  sensu- 
alitee, and  sensualitee  over  the  body  of 
man.  /  But  sothly,  whan  man  sinneth, 
al  this  ordre  or  ordinance  is  turned 
up-so-doun.  /  And  therfore  thanne,  for- 
as-muche  as  the  reson  of  man  ne  wol  nat 
be  subget  ne  obeisant  to  god,  that  is  his 
lord  by  right,  therfore  leseth  it  the  lord- 
shipe  that  it  sholde  have  over  sensualitee, 
and  eek  over  the  body  of  man.  /  And  (190) 
why?  For  sensualitee  rebclleth  thanne 
agayns  reson ;  and  by  that  wey  leseth 
reson  the  lordshipe  over  sensualitee  and 
over  the  body.  /    For  ri^t  as  reson  is  ^5 
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ri  >rfl  t"  n'-i.  Tiiihi  !«••  i*  >-'?lie  sensualitee 
r.-]«-l  to  r.-.::  jh-I  the  l»««'iy  als<n  /  And 
<  i.rT.?.  :\i.<  -ii.-.  ■riiuaiM.''  an«l  this  re- 
Mli.-ii  «.ur.-  l-.i'l  .J-su  Trist  almghte 
r.]»-'»i;  liis  i.r''i->;3  I^mIv  ful  iK-re,  and 
lif-rkr.».rh  i:i  wlii-li  wy-*.-.  ■'  F«»r-aj»-muche 
tiia:.:.f  as  i--.-"ij  is  r.-l-.l  t«»  p"l.  tberfore 
is  11. all  \v..r*:.y  to  liavi-  iJi.rwi.'  and  to  bo 
•  ii-.-l.  Tliis  suilit- 1  "'un'  l«»ril  Jesn  Crist 
Mr  mail.  alt.  r  that  lit-  lia-l-iu  \tf  bitiaj-sod 
oi"  Ills  .li-i' ii>l»-,  aii<l  distn*yuiil  and 
l-nir.'if.  *>••  tliat  liis  Mi>"d  hrast  out  at 
»v<-ry  nail  "I  lii.-»;  lian-lrs/ as  s«'ith  eeint 
Aui:r.st:i».  Aii-l     l«Tthi-r-<«vfr,    fur-as- 

jiauli.rl  as  I'S-'ii  "t*  ii.iiii  nu  wid  nat 
tlaiii.t.-  ^.  ii*r.alittr«-  \vlian  it  niiiy.  therfore 
is  ij.an  woitliy  t'>  liavo  Hliaine :  and  this 
snirn-i  ..un-  I-t-I  .Fesu  Crist  for  man, 
;(i  wlj.iii  tli.y  si..ir.u  in  his  visaf^.  /  And 
ii.r:li..r-«-vir.  i..r-as-ii.u«  Inl  tlinune  as  the 
I  airii  Ih.-Iv  •.!  ma  11  is  n-li.llHitlif  to  res««n 
ai.-l  t«.  s.iisualiti  •-.  ThtTl«iri.*  iH  it  worthy 
the«l'«ili.  Ami  this  sull'rt-d  our e  lord 
.Ii-su  C'li-si  i«ir  man  Tiyi-^ai  tho  croys, 
\vli«;ri-!i.s  thir  was  no  jijirt  of  his  Ixxly 
Ini',  with-outi  Ii  f:r»»t  jH-yne  and  bitter 
l.»s<i.,ii.  /  Ai.-l  al  this  snffrt'd  Jcsu 
('list.  th.iT  i.rvin-  i.irt«"t*«l.  And  therfore 
ns'iuahly  may  \->'  .-yd  ••1"  .T»'sa  in  this 
maii-n- :    •!••    miuhfl    am   I   iifjTied    for 


and  peyne.  /  Thanne  was  he  hiseomcd. 
that  only  sholde  han  been  hononied  is 
alle  thinges  and  of  alle  thinge*.  /  Thanne 
was  his  visage,  that  oghte  be  desirtd 
to  be  se}-n  of  al  xnan-kindo,  in  vhicb 
visage  anngcls  de^yren  to  lo<.»ke,  %'ileyns]y 
bispet.  /  Thanne  was  he  acoaiig«d  that 
no-thing  hadde  agilt :  and  f^mally.  thamte 
WHS  he  craoiAed  and  alayn.  /  Thanne  aSo 
was  aorimpliced  the  word  of  Isa.>-e:  'ho 
wits  wounded  for  oare  misdc^les.  ami 
defouletl  for  oare  felonies.'  /  Now  sith 
that  Jcsa  Crist  took  np-on  him-self  the 
pi'vue  of  alle  onre  wikkednc«soa.  machel 
oghto  sinful  man  wepen  and  biwayle. 
that  for  hise  sinnes  gnddea  sonc  of 
lievene  sholde  al  this  ]ieyne  en  dare.  / 

§  IH.  The  sixte  thing  that  oghtc  moev^ 
a  man  to  contricion,  is  the  ho]ie  c«f  thn>« 
thynfres:  that  is  to  se^ni.  for>-ifneaae  of 
siiinc,  and  the  yitto  of  grace  wcl  for  to 
do,  iind  the  gloric  of  lievene,  with  which 
g«id  idial  guerdone  a  man  f**r  hise  gt^ie 
dedefl.  /  And  for-as-mucbe  aa  Jesa  Crist 
ycveth  us  thise  3-ittes  of  bis  largesse  and 
of  his  sovorej-n  bountoe,  tkertoro  is  ho 
clepiMl  Jesit*  Artja/vwH*  rtr  Jmtl^rvhi.  ' '-»• 
Jesns  is  to  st-yn  'saveour'  or  '  sah-acion.' 
on  whom  men  shnl  h«n»o  ti>  have  foryii- 
nessc  of  siuncs,  which  that  is  ]troprely 
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Boape  with  me/  by  the  grete  joye  that 

90  I  ahal  yeven  him.  /  Thus  shal  man  hope, 
for  hise  werkee  of  penaiince,  that  god 
shall  yeven  him  his  regne ;  as  he  bihoteth 
him  in  the  gospcL  / 

§  14.  Now  shal  a  man  ondoratondef  in 
which  manere  shal  been  his  oontricion. 
I  seye,  that  it  shal  been  universal  and 
total;  this  is  to  seyn,  a  man  shal  be 
verray  repentant  for  alle  hise  sinnes  that 
he  hath  doon  in  delyt  of  his  thof^ht ;  for 
delyt  is  Ail  perilous.  /  For  ther  been 
two  manere  of  consentinges ;  that  oon  of 
hem  is  olepod  consentinge  of  affeocion, 
whan  a  man  is  moeved  to  do  sinne,  and 
dolytoth  him  longe  for  to  thinke  on  that 
sinne  ;  /  and  his  reson  aperceyveth  it 
welf  that  it  is  sinne  agayns  the  lawe  of 
god,  and  yet  his  reson  refreyneth  nat  his 
foul  delyt  or  talent,  though  he  see  wel 
apertly  that  it  is  agajms  the  reverence  of 
god;    al-though  his  reson  ne    consente 

ao)  noght  to  doon  that  sinne  in  dede,  /  yet 
■eyn  somme  doctours  that  swich  delyt 
that  dwelleth   longe,  it  is  fVU  perilous, 

t<>5  al  be  it  nevere  so  lite.  /  And  also  a  man 
sholde  sorwe,  namely,  for  al  that  evere 
he  hath  desired  agayn  the  lawe  of  god 
with  perfit  consentinge  of  his  reson  ;  for 
ther-of  is  no  doute,  that  it  is  deedly  sinne 
in  consentinge.  /  For  certes,  ther  is  no 
deedly  sinne,  that  it  nas  first  in  manncs 
thought,  and  after  that  in  his  delyt ;  and 
so  forth  in-to  consentinge  and  in-to  dede./ 
Wherforo  I  seye,  that  many  men  no  re- 
l>entcn  hem  nevere  of  swiche  thoglites 
and  delytes,  ne  nevere  shryven  hem  of  it, 
but  only  of  the  dede  of  grote  sinnes 
outward.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  swiche 
wikked  delytes  and  wikked  thoghtes  been 
subtile  bigyleres  of  hem  that  shullen  be 
dampned.  /  More-over,  man  oghte  to 
sorwe  for  hise  wikkede  wordes  as  wel  as 
for  hise  wikkede  dedes ;  for  oertes,  the 
repentance  of  a  singulor  sinne,  and  nat 
repent«  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes,  or  elles 
repenten  him  of  alle  hise  othere  sinnes, 
and  nat  of  a  singuler  sinne,  may  nat 

yoo  availle.  /  For  certes,  god  almighty  is  al 
good;  and  ther-fore  he  foryeveth  al,  or 
•11m  right  noght  /    And  heer-of  seith 


seint  Angustin :  *  I  woot  certeinly  /  that 
god  is  enemy  to  everich  sinnere';  and 
how  thanne  ?  He  that  observeth  o  sinne, 
shal  he  have  foryifnesse  of  the  reme- 
naunt  of  hise  othere  sinnes?  Nay.  / 
And  forther-over,  oontricion  sholde  be 
wonder  sorwefnl  and  anguissous,  and 
therfore  jreveth  him  god  plejmly  his 
mercy ;  and  therfore,  whan  my  soulo 
was  anguissous  with-inne  me,  I  hadde 
remembrance  of  god  that  my  preyore 
mighte  come  to  him.  /  Forther-over,  (^2^) 
contricion  moste  be  continuel,  and  that 
man  have  stcdofast  purpos  to  slu^-^-en 
him,  and  for  to  amenden  him  of  his  lyf.  /  305 
For  soothly,  wh^'l  contricion  lasteth,  man 
may  evere  have  hope  of  foryifhesse  ;  and 
of  this  comth  hate  of  sinne,  that  destroy- 
eth  sinne  bothe  in  himself,  and  eck  in 
other  folk,  at  his  power.  /  For  which 
seith  David :  *  ye  that  loven  god  hateth 
wikkedneese.'  For  trusteth  wel,  to  love 
god  is  for  to  love  that  he  loveth,  and 
hate  that  he  hateth.  / 

§  15.  The  laste  thing  that  man  shal 
understonde  in  contricion  is  this;  wher- 
of  avayleth  contricion.  I  seye,  that  som 
tyme  contricion  delivereth  a  man  fro 
sinne ;  /  of  which  that  David  seith : 
'I  seye,'  quod  David,  that  is  to  seyn, 
*  I  purposed  fermely  to  shryve  me ;  and 
thow,  Lord,  relesedest  my  sinne.'  /  And 
right  so  as  contricion  availlcth  noght, 
with-outon  sad  purpos  of  shrifts,  if  man 
have  oportunitee,  right  so  litel  worth  is 
shrifte  or  satisfaccion  with-outen  con- 
trici<m.  /  And  more-over,  contricion  310 
destroyeth  the  prison  of  helle,  and  maketh 
wayk  and  fcblo  alle  the  streugthes  of  the 
develes,  and  restoreth  the  yiftes  of  the 
holy  goost  and  of  alle  gode  vertues ;/  and 
it  clenseth  the  soule  of  sinne,  and 
delivereth  the  soule  fro  the  peyne  of 
hello,  and  fn>  the  companyo  of  the  devel, 
and  fro  the  servage  of  sinne,  and  restoreth 
it  to  alle  godes  espirituels,  and  to  the 
companye  and  communion  of  holy 
chirche.  /  And  forther-over,  it  maketh 
him  that  whylom  was  sone  of  ire  to  be 
sone  of  grace ;  and  alle  thise  tliinges  been 
preved  l^  holy  writ  /    And  therfore,  he 
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that  wolde  sette  his  entente  to  thiae 
t  hinges,  he  were  fol  wys;  for  soothly,  he 
ne  sholdo  nat  thanne  in  al  his  lyf  have 
coroge  to  sinne,  but  yeven  his  body  and 
al  his  herte  to  the  service  of  Jesn  Crist, 
(340)  and  the^of  doon  him  honunage.  /  For 
soothly,  oore  swete  lord  Jesn  Crist  hath 
spared  us  so  debonairly  in  our  folies,  that 
if  ho  ne  hadde  pitee  of  mannes  aonle, 
315  a  soiy  song  we  mighten  alio  singe./ 

Explicit  prima  pars  Penitentie;  et 
•eqnitnr  secimda  para  einsdem. 

§  16.  The  seconde  partie  of  Fenitenoe  is 
Confession,  that  is  signe  of  oontrioion.  / 
Now  shul  ye  nnderstonde  what  is  Con- 
fession, and  whether  it  oghte  nodes  be 
doon  or  noon,  and  whiohe  thinges  been 
covenable  to  verray  Confession.  / 

§  17.  First  shaltow  nnderstonde  that 
Confession  is  verray  shewinge  of  sinnes 
to  the  preest ;  /  this  is  to  seyn  '  verray,' 
for  he  moete  confessen  him  of  alle  the 
condicionns  that  bilongen  to  his  sinne,  as 
ferforth  as  he  can.  /  Al  moot  be  weyd^ 
and  no  thing  excused  ne  hid  ne  forw 
wrapped,  and  noght  avannte  him  of  his 

$20  gode  workes.  /  And  forther  over,  it  is 
necessarie  to  nnderstonde  whennes  that 
sinnos  springen,  and  how  they  encresen, 
and  whicho  they  been.  / 

§  18.  Of  the  springinge  of  sinnes  seith 
Geint  Paul  in  this  wise :  that '  right  as  by 
a  man  sinne  entred  first  in-to  this  world, 
and  thnrgh  that  sinne  deeth,  right  so 
thilke  dooth  entred  in-to  alle  men  that 
sinnoden.'/  And  this  man  was  Adam, 
by  whom  sinne  ontred  in-to  this  world 
whan  he  brak  the  oomanndement  of 
god.  /  And  therfore,  he  that  first  was  so 
mighty  that  he  sholde  not  have  dyed, 
bioam  swich  oon  that  he  moste  nodes  dye, 
whether  he  wolde  or  noon ;  and  all  his 
progenie  in  this  world  that  in  thilke  man 

(250)  sinncden.  /  Loke  that  in  th'estaat  of 
innocence,  when  Adam  and  Eve  naked 
weren  in  paradys,  and  no-thing  ne  hadden 
$2$  shame  of  hir  nakednesse,  /  how  that  the 
sorpont,  that  was  most  wyly  of  alle  othere 
bostes  that  god  hadde  maked,  seyde  to 


the  wonrnian :  *  why  oomannded  god  to 
yow,  ye  sholde  nat  eten  of  every  tree  in 
paradys?'/     The    womman    answerde: 
*  of  the  froit,'  quod  she,  *of  the  trees  in 
paradys  we  feden  ns ;  but  soothly,  of  the 
fmit  of  the  feree  that  is  in  the  middel  of 
paradys,  god  forbad  ns  for  to  ote,  ne  nat 
tooohen  it,  lest  per-aventnre  we  shocild 
dyen.'  /    The  serpent  aeyde  to  the  wom- 
man :   *zuiy,  nay,  ye  shnl  nat  dysn   of 
deeth;  for  sothe,  god  woot,  that  what  day 
that   ye  eten  ther-of,  yonre  eyen  shnl 
opene,    and    ye   shnl   been    as   goddes;, 
knowinge  good  and  harm. '/    The  wom- 
man thanne  sangh  that  the  tree  was  good 
to    feding,  and    fair  to  the    eyen,  and 
delytable  to  the  sighto ;   she  tok  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree,  and  eet  it,  and  yaf  to  hir 
honsbonde,  and  ho  eet ;   and  anoon  the 
eyen  of  hem    botho    openeden.  /    And 
whan  that  they  knewe  that  they  were 
naked,  they  sowed  of  flge-levee  a  manere 
of  breohes  to  hiden  hir  membres.  /  lliere  330 
may  ye  seen  that  deedly  sinne  hath  fint 
suggestion  of  the  feend,  as  sheweth  here 
by  the  naddre ;  and  afterward,  the  delyt 
of  the  flesh,  as  sheweth  here  by  Eve ;  and 
after  that,  the  oonsentinge  of  resoun,  as 
sheweth  here  by  Adam.  /    For  tmst  w<^ 
thogh  so  were  that  the  feend  tempted  Evei, 
that  istoseynthefiesh,  and  the  fleah  hadde 
delyt  in  the  beautee  of  the  fruit  defended, 
yet  oertes,  til  that  resoun,  that  is  to  sejn, 
Adam,  consented  to  the  etinge  of  the 
fmit,  yet  stood  he  in  th^estaat  of  inno- 
cence. /     Of  thilke  Adam  toke  we  thilke 
sinne  original ;   for  of  him  fleshly  de- 
scended be  we  alle,  and  engendred  of  vile 
and  corrupt  matero.  /    And  whan   the 
soule  is  put  in  our  body,  right  anom  is 
contract  original  sinne;   and  that,  that 
was  erst  but  only  peyne  of  ooncupisoenoe, 
is  afterward  bothe  peyne  and  sinne.  /  (^' 
And  therfore  be  we  idle  bom  sonea  of 
wratthe  and  of  dampnacion  perdurable,  if 
it  nere  baptesme  that  we  reoeyven,  which 
binimeth  us  the  culpe ;  but  for  aothe,  the 
peyne  dwelleth  with  us,  as  to  tempta- 
cion,  which  peyne  highte  ooncupisoenoe.  /  335 
Whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed  or  or* 
deyned  in  man.  it  maketh  him  ooveite, 
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hy  coveitiie  of  flesh,  floslily  sinno,  by 
■ighte  of  liifle  cyen  as  to  orthely  t hinges, 
and  coveitiso  of  hynesse  by  prydo  of 
hcrte./ 

§  19.  Now  as  for  to  spcken  of  the  firste 
covcitise,  that  is,  concnpiscence  after  the 
lawo  of  oure  mcmbros,  that  weron  Iawo> 
fallicho  y-maked  and  by  rightful  juge- 
mcnt  of  god ;  /  I  soye,  for-as-mncho  as 
man  is  nat  obcisaunt  to  god,  that  is  liis 
lord,  therfore  is  the  flesh  to  him  dis- 
obeisannt  thurgh  concnpiscence,  which 
>*ot  is  clepod  norissinge  of  sinno  and 
occasion  of  sinne.  /  Therfore,  al  the 
wli3*lo  that  a  man  hath  in  him  the  pcyno  of 
concaiiiscence,  it  is  impossible  but  he  bo 
tempted  somtyme,  and  moeved  in  his 
ilcsh  to  sinne.  /  And  this  thing  may  nat 
faille  as  longo  as  ho  livoth ;  it  may  wcl 
wexe  fuble  and  faille,  by  vcrtu  of  baptesme 
and  by  the  grace  of  god  thurgh  i>eni- 
$40  tence ;  /  but  fully  ne  shal  it  novore 
quenchc,  that  ho  ne  shal  som  tyme  be 
m«>evcd  in  liim-solf,  but-if  ho  were  al 
refreyded  by  sikuosse,  or  by  malefice  of 
sorcerie  or  colde  drinkcs.  /  For  lo,  what 
seith  seint  Paul:  *tho  flesh  covoiteth 
agajm  the  spirit,  and  the  spirit  agayn  the 
flesh;  they  been  so  contrarie  and  so 
strjTen,  that  a  man  may  nat  alwey  doon 
OS  he  woldo.'  /  The  same  seint  Paul, 
after  his  grote  penaunco  in  water  and  in 
lond  (in  water  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
greet  peril  and  in  greet  poyne,  in  lond, 
in  famine,  in  thurst,  in  cold  and  cloth- 
lees,  and  ones  stoned  almost  to  the 
deeth^/  yet  seyde  ho:  *  alias!  I,  caytif 
man,  who  shal  delivere  me  fro  the 
^)  prisonn  of  my  caytif  bo<ly  ? '  /  And  seint 
Jerome,  whan  he  longe  tymo  hadde  woncd 
in  desert,  where-as  he  hadde  no  com- 
panjre  but  of  wildo  bestes,  whero-as  he  no 
baddo  no  mete  but  herbes  and  water  to 
his  drinke,  ne  no  bed  but  the  naked  crtho, 
for  which  his  flesh  was  blak  as  an 
Ethiopen  for  hete  and  ny  destroyed  for 
345  cold,/  jret  seyde  he :  that  Hhe  brenninge  of 
leoherie  boiled  in  al  his  body.y  Whcrfore 
I  wool  wol  sikerly,  that  they  been 
dae^yvied  that  soyn,  that  they  ne  be  nat 
tempted   in  hlr  bcdy.  /    Witnene  on 


Seint  Jamo  the  Ax>o8tcl,  that  soitli :  that 
'  every  wight  is  tempto<l  in  his  owen  con- 
cupiscence ; '  that  is  to  sojm,  that  cverich 
of  us  hath  matero  and  occasion  to  bo 
tempted  of  the  norissinge  of  sinno  that 
is  in  his  body./  And  thcrforo  scith 
Seint  John  the  Evaungelist:  'if  that 
we  seyn  that  we  both  with-outo  sinne, 
wo  dece3r\'e  us-sclvo,  and  troutho  is  nnt 
in  us.*/ 

§  20.  Now  shal  ye  undcrstonde  in  what 
manere  that  sinne  woxeth  or  cncrcseth 
in  man.  The  firste  thing  is  thilke  noris- 
singe of  sinne,  of  which  I  spak  bifom, 
thilke  fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  35" 
that  comth  the  subjeccion  of  tho  dcvol, 
this  is  to  seyn,  the  develes  bcly,  with 
which  he  bloweth  in  man  the  fyr  of 
fleshly  concupiscence.  /  And  after  that, 
a  man  bithinketh  him  whether  he  wol 
doon,  or  no,  thilke  thing  to  which  ho  is 
tempted.  /  And  thanne,  if  that  a  man 
withstonde  and  yfoyvo  the  firste  entysingo 
of  his  flesh  and  of  the  feend,  thanne  is  it 
no  sinne ;  and  if  it  so  be  that  ho  do  nat 
so,  thanne  fcleth  he  anon  a  flambo  of 
dclyt.  /  And  thanno  is  it  good  to  bo 
war,  and  kepen  him  wcl,  or  elles  ho  wol 
falle  anon  in-to  conscntingo  uf  sinne ; 
and  thanno  wol  he  do  it,  if  ho  may  have 
t>'me  and  place.  /  And  of  this  matere  (280) 
seith  Moj'ses  by  the  dovcl  in  this  mancrc : 
*  the  feend  seith,  I  wolo  chace  and  i)ur8Uo 
the  man  by  wikked  suggestion,  and  I  wolo 
hente  him  by  moevyngo  or  stiringo  uf 
sinne.  I  wol  departo  my  piyse  or  my 
prayo  by  deliberacion,  and  my  lust  shal 
been  accomi)lioe<l  in  dclyt ;  I  wol  drawe 
my  swerd  in  consentinge  :*  /  for  ccrtt»8,  i^i^ 
right  OS  a  swerd  doparteth  a  thing  in  two 
poces,  right  so  consentinge  departcth  go«l 
fro  man  :  *  and  thanne  wol  I  sloen  him 
with  myn  hand  in  dodo  of  sinne ' ;  thus 
seith  tho  feend.  /  For  certes,  thanno  is 
a  man  al  deed  in  soule.  And  thus  is 
sinne  accompliced  by  temptacion,  by 
dclyt,  and  by  consentinge ;  and  thanne  is 
the  sin  cleped  actneL  / 

§  21.  For  sothe,  sinne  is  in  two 
maneres;  onther  it  is  venial,  or  dcedly 
sinne.     Soothly,  whan  man  loveth  any 
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creature  more  than  Jega  Crist  onre 
creatonr,  thanne  is  it  deedly  sinne.  And 
venial  synne  is  it,  if  man  love  Jesn  Crist 
lasse  than  him  oghte.  /  For  sothe,  the 
dede  of  this  venial  sinne  is  fal  perilous  ; 
for  it  amennseth  the  love  that  men 
sholde  han  to  god  more  and  more.  /  And 
therfore,  if  a  man  charge  him-self  with 
manye  swiche  venial  sinnes,  certes,  bnt-if 
so  bo  that  he  som  tyme  descharge  him  of 
hem  by  shrifte,  they  mowe  Ail  lightly 
amennse  in  him  al  the  love  that  he  hath 
360  to  Jesn  Crist ;  /  and  in  this  wise  skippeth 
venial  in-to  deedly  sinne.  For  certes,  the 
more  that  a  man  chargeth  his  soole  with 
venial  sinnes,  the  more  is  he  enolyned  to 
fallen  in-to  deedly  sinne.  /  And  therfore, 
lat  US  nat  be  necligent  to  desohargen  us 
of  venial  sinnes.  For  the  proverbe  seith : 
that  manye  smale  maken  a  greet.  /  And 
herkne  this  ensample.  A  greet  wawe  of 
the  see  oomth  som-tyme  with  so  greet 
a  violence  that  it  drencheth  the  ship. 
And  the  same  harm  doth  som-tjrme 
the  smale  dropes  of  water,  that  entren 
thnrgh  a  lit'Cl  crevace  in-to  the  thnrrok, 
and  in-to  the  botme  of  the  ship,  if  men 
be  so  necligent  that  they  ne  descharge 
hem  nat  by  tyme.  /  And  therfore,  al- 
thogh  ther  be  a  difference  bitwixe  thise 
two  causes  of  drenchinge,  algatea  the 
(290)  ship  is  dreynt.  /  Bight  so  fareth  it  som- 
tyme  of  deedly  sinne,  and  of  anoyonse 
veniale  sinnes,  whan  they  mnltiplye  in 
a  man  so  greetly,  that  thllke  worldly 
thinges  that  he  loveth,  thnrgh  whicho  he 
slnneth  venially,  is  as  greet  in  his  herte 
365  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  /  And  ther- 
fore, the  love  of  every  thing,  that  is  nat 
biset  in  god  ne  doon  principally  for 
goddes  sake,  al-thongh  that  a  man  love  it 
lasse  than  god,  yet  is  it  venial  sinne ;  / 
and  deedly  sinne,  whan  the  love  of  any 
thing  weyeth  in  the  herte  of  man  as 
muchel  as  the  love  of  god,  or  more.  / 
'  Deedly  sinne,'  as  seith  seint  Angostin, 
*is,  whan  a  man  tumeth  his  herte  fro 
god,  which  that  is  verray  sovere3m 
bountee,  that  may  nat  channge,  and 
jreveth  his  herte  to  thing  that  may 
ohaonge  and  flitte  * ;  /  and  oertes,  that  is 


every  thing,  save  god  of  hevene.  For 
sooth  is,  that  if  a  man  yeve  his  love,  the 
which  that  he  oweth  al  to  god  with  al  hif 
herte,  nn-to  a  creature,  oertes,  as  mnche 
of  his  love  as  he  yeveth  to  thllke  creature, 
so  muche  he  bireveth  fro  god;/  and 
therfore  doth  he  sinne.  For  he,  that  is 
dettour  to  god,  ne  yeldeth  nat  to  god  al 
his  dette,  that  is  to  seyn,  al  the  love  of 
his  herte.  /  57' 

§  22.  Now  sith  man  anderstondeth 
generally,  which  is  venial  sinne,  tiianne 
is  it  covenable  to  tellen  specially  of  sinnes 
whiche  that  many  a  man  per^ventnre  im 
demeth  hem  nat  sinnes,  and  ne  shiyvetk 
him  nat  of  the  same  thinges ;  and  yet 
nathelees  they  been  sinnes.  /  Soothly, 
as  thise  clerkes  wiyten,  this  is  to  seyn, 
that  at  every  tyme  that  a  man  eteth  or 
drinketh  more  than  snti^veth  to  the 
sustenaunoe  of  his  body,  in  certein  be 
dooth  sinne.  /  And  eek  whan  he  speketk 
more  than  nedeth,  it  is  sinne.  Eke  whan 
he  herkneth  nat  benignely  the  oomplemt 
of  the  povre.  /  Eke  whan  he  is  in  hde 
of  body  and  wol  nat  faste,  whan  othere 
folk  faste,  with-outen  cause  resonaUe. 
Eke  whan  he  slepeth  more  than  nedeth, 
or  whan  he  oomth  by  thilke  enchetoon 
to  late  to  chirche,  or  to  othere  wericet  of 
charite.  /  Eke  whan  he  useth  his  vyt  {f^ 
with-outen  sovereyn  desyr  of  engendmre, 
to  the  honour  of  god,  or  for  the  ent^ite 
to  yelde  to  his  wyf  the  dette  of  his  body./  SJi 
Eke  whan  he  wol  nat  visite  the  sike  smd 
the  prisoner,  if  he  txmy.  Eke  if  he  love 
wyf  or  child,  or  other  worldly  thinft 
more  than  resoun  requyieth.  Eke  if  he 
flatere  or  blandishe  more  than  him  oghte 
for  any  neoessitee.  /  Eke  if  he  amennse 
or  withdrawe  the  Bhn<w8e  of  the  pone. 
Eke  if  he  i^parailleth  his  mete  mote 
deliciously  than  node  is,  or  ete  it  to 
hastily  by  likeronsnesse.  /  Eke  if  he  tale 
vanitees  at  chirche  or  at  goddes  aernee, 
or  that  he  be  a  talker  of  ydel  wordes  of 
folye  or  of  vileinye;  for  he  shal  yelden 
aconntes  of  it  at  the  d^y  of  doma.  /  Eke 
whan  he  biheteth  or  assureth  to  do  tiiinget 
that  he  may  nat  perfoume.  Eke  whan 
that  he,  by  lightnesse  or  folie,  misseyeth 
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or  floometh  hia  neighebore.  /    Eke  whan 
ho  hath  any  wikked  stispecion  of  thing, 

38U  ther  he  no  woot  of  it  no  soothfastneaso.  / 
Thise  thlnges  and  mo  with-oute  nombre 
been  sinnes,  as  seith  seint  Aagnstin.  / 

Now  shal  men  nndorstonde,  that  al-be- 
it  BO  that  noon  erthely  man  may  eschne 
alle  venial  sinnes,  yet  may  he  refrejrno 
him  by  the  bronninge  love  that  he  hath 
to  onre  lord  Jesa  Crist,  and  by  preyeres 
and  confession  and  othore  gode  werkes, 
BO  that  it  Bhal  bnt  litel  grove.  /  For,  as 
seith  seint  Angnstin :  *  if  a  man  love  god 
in  Bwiche  manere,  that  al  that  evere  he 
doth  is  in  the  love  of  god,  and  for  the  love 
of  god  vorraily,  for  he  brenneth  in  the 
love  of  god  :  /  loko,  how  macho  that 
a  drope  of  water  that  falleth  in  a  fonmeys 
fill  of  fyr  anoyeth  or  greveth,  so  macho 
nnoyeth  a  venial  sinne  un-to  a  man  that 
'310)  is  pariit  in  the  love  of  Josu  Crist.'  /  Men 
may  also  refreyne  venial  sinne  by  re- 
co5rvinge  worthily  of  the  procioas  body 

3H5  of  JoBu  Crist ;  /  by  recoyving  eek  of  holy 
water;  by  almesdede;  by  general  con- 
fession of  Cor\fiteor  at  masse  and  at 
complin ;  and  by  blessingo  of  bisshopes 
and  of  preestes,  and  by  othere  gode 
werkes.  / 

Explicit  Mcunda  par*  Penitentie. 

Seqnltnr  de  Septem  Peccatis  M  ortalibns 
ct  eomm  dependenciia  circnnistanciis 
et  apeciebus. 

§  23.  Xow  is  it  bihovely  thing  to  telle 
whiche  been  the  deedly  sinnes,  this  is  to 
seyn,  chieftainos  of  sinnes;  alle  they 
renno  in  o  lees,  but  in  divorso  maneres. 
Now  been  they  clepod  chieflainoB  for-aa- 
macho  as  they  been  chief,  and  fspringers 
of  alle  othere  sinnes.  /  Of  the  roote  of 
thise  sevene  sinnea  thanne  ia  Pryde,  the 
general  rote  of  alio  harmea ;  for  of  this 
rote  springon  certein  braunches,  aa  Ire, 
Envye,  Accidie  or  Slewthe,  Avarice  or 
Coveitiae  (to  commune  anderstondinge), 
Glotonye,  and  Lecherye.  /  And  evorich 
of  thiae  chief  sinnes  hath  hiae  braanches 
and  hise  twiggoa,  aa  ahal  be  declared  in 
hir  ohapiirea  folwinge.  / 


De  Svperbia. 

§  24.  And  thogh  ao  be  that  no  man 
can  ontrely  telle  the  nombre  of  tho 
twiggea  and  of  tho  harmea  that  cometh 
of  Pryde,  yet  wol  I  ahewe  a  partie  of 
hem,  aa  ye  ahol  nnderatonde.  /  Ther  39(» 
ia  Inobedience,  Avanntinge,  Ipocrisie, 
Dospyt,  Arrogance,  Impndence,  Swellinge 
of  herte,  Insolence,  Elaoion,  Impacienco, 
Strif,  Contamacie,  Presumpcion,  Irrev- 
erence, Pertinacie,  Vejme  Glorio ;  and 
many  another  twig  that  I  can  nat 
declare.  /  Inobedient,  is  ho  that  dis- 
obeyeth  for  dospsrt  to  the  comandements 
of  god  and  to  hiso  sovereyns,  and  to  his 
goostly  fader.  /  Avauntonr,  ia  ho  that 
boateth  of  the  harhi  or  of  tho  bonntee 
that  he  hath  doon.  /  Ipoorito,  ia  ho  that 
hydoth  to  shewe  him  awiche  aa  he  ia,  and 
aheweth  him  awiche  as  he  noght  ia.  /  (3X>) 
Deapitona,  ia  he  that  hath  deadeyn  of  hia 
neighebore,  that  ia  to  aeyn,  of  hia  evene- 
criateno,  or  hath  de8i>yt  to  doon  that  him 
oghte  to  do.  /  Arrogant,  ia  he  that  395 
thinketh  that  he  hath  thilko  bonntoea  in 
him  that  he  hath  noght,  or  weneth  that 
he  aholde  have  hem  by  hiae  desertes ;  or 
ellea  he  demeth  that  he  be  that  he  nia 
nat.  /  Impadent,  ia  he  that  for  hia  pride 
hath  no  ahame  of  hise  sinnea.  /  Swellinge 
of  herte,  ia  whan  a  man  rejoyaeth  him  of 
harm  that  he  hath  doon.  /  Inaolent,  ia 
he  that  dospyseth  in  hia  jugement  alle 
othere  folk  aa  to  regard  of  hia  valae,  and 
of  hia  conning,  and  of  hia  apeking,  and  of 
his  boring.  /  Elacion,  ia  whan  he  no  m«y 
neither  suiTre  to  have  maistor  no  felawe.  /  4a> 
Impacient,  ia  he  that  wol  nat  been  y- 
taught  ne  ondemomo  of  hia  vyce,  and  by 
atryf  werreyeth  troathe  witingly,  and 
deffendeth  hia  folye.  /  Comtuwkox^  ia  he 
that  thorgh  hia  indignaoion  ia  aga}ma 
evorich  aactoritee  or  power  of  hem  that 
been  hise  aovereyna.  /  Preanmpcion,  ia 
whan  a  man  nndertaketh  an  empryao 
that  him  oghte  nat  do,  or  ellea  that  he 
may  nat  do ;  and  that  ia  called  Sarqai- 
drio.  Irreverence,  ia  whan  men  do  nat 
honour  thereaa  hem  oghte  to  doon,  and 
waiten  to  be  reverenoed.  /    Ptotinaoie, 
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is  wlian  man  doffendeth  Jiis  folye,  and 

(330)  tniAteth  to  muchel  in  his  owene  wit.  / 

Veyne  gloxief  is  for  to  have  pompe  and 

delyt    in    his    temporal   hynesse,    and 

405  glorifie  him  in  this  worldly  estaat.  / 
Janglinge,  is  whan  men  speken  to  mnche 
bifom  folk,  and  olappen  as  a  mille,  and 
taken  no  kepe  what  they  seye.  / 

§  25.  And  yet  is  ther  a  privee  speoe  of 
Pryde,  that  waiteth  first  to  be  salewed  er 
he  wole  salewe,  al  be  he  lasse  worth  than 
that  other  is,  per-aventnre ;  and  eek  he 
waiteth  or  desjrreth  to  sitte,  or  elles  to 
goon  above  him  in  the  wey,  or  kisse  pax, 
or  been  enoensed,  or  goon  to  offring  bifom 
his  neighebore,  /  and  swiche  semblabie 
thinges ;  agayns  his  daetee,  per^ventore, 
but  that  ho  hath  liis  herte  and  his 
entente  in  swioh  a  proad  desjnr  to  be 
magnifyed  and  honoured  bifom  the 
peple.  / 

§  26.  Now  been  ther  twa  maaereff  of 
Pryde ;  that  oon  of  hem^is-with-inne  the 
herte  of  man,  and  that  ether  is  \dth- 
oute.  /  Of  whiche  soothly  thise  forseyde^ 
thinges,  and  mo  than  I  have  seyd,  aper- 
tenen  to  pryde-  that  is  in  the  herte  of 
man ;  and  that  othere  spece«  of  pryde 

410  been  with-oute.  /''  But  natheles  that  oon 
of  thise  speces  of  pryde  ir  signe  of  that 
other,  rightas  thegaye  ieefsel  atte  taveme 
-  is  signe  of  the  wyn  that  is. in  the  celer,  / 
And  this  is  in  manye  thinges:  as  in  speche 
and  contenaunoe,  and  in  outrageous  array 
of  olothing ;  /  for  certbs,  if  ther  ne  hadde 
be  no  sinne  in  olothing,  Crist  wolde  nat 
have  noted  and  spoken  of  the  olothing  of 
thilke  riche  man  in  the  gospel.  /  And,  as 
seith  Seint  Gregorie,  that  precious  clothing 
is  coupable  for  the  derthe  of  it,  and  for 
his  sofbenesse,  and  for  his  strangenesse 
and  d^iysinesse,  and  for  the  superfluitee, 
( :4o)  or  for  the  inordinat  scantnesse  of  it.  / 
Alias!  may  men  nat  seen,  ns  in  oure 
dnyes,  the  sinAil  costlewe  array  of  oloth- 
inge,  and  namely  in  to  muche  superfluitee, 

415  or  elles  in  to  desordinat  scantnesse  ?  / 

§  27.  As  to  the  firste  sinne,  that  is  in 
superfluitee  of  dothinge,  which  that 
maketh  it  so  dere,  to  harm  of  the  peple ;/ 
nat  only  the  cost  of  embroudinge,  the 


degyse  endentingo  or  barringe,  onndinge, 
palinge,  windinge,  or  bendinge,  and 
semfalable  wast  of  olootii  in  vanitee;/ 
but  ther  is  also  oostlewe  iiirringe  in  hir 
gounes,  so  muche  pounsoninge  of  chisels 
to  maken  holes,  so  muche  dagglnge  of 
shores  ;  /  forth  -with  the  superfluitee  in 
lengthe  of  the  fbrseide  gounes,  trailinge 
in  the  dbng  and  m  the  myre,  on  horse 
and  eek  on  fote,  as  wel  of  man  as  of 
womman,  that  al  thilke  trailing  is  vemuly 
as  in  effect  wasted,  consumed,  thredbare, 
and  roten  with  donga,  rather  than  it  is 
3reven  to  the  povre ;  to  greet  damage  «f 
the  forseyde  povre-  folk.  /  And  that  in 
sondry  wyse :  this  is  to  sejm,  that  the 
more  that  dooth  is  wasted,  the  more  it 
oosteth  to  the  peple  for  the  scantnesse ;  /  **> 
and  forther^xver,.  if  so  be  that  th<^  wolds 
yeven  swioh  ponnsoned  and  dagged  del- 
ing to  the  povre  folk,  it  is  nat  convenient 
to  werefor  hir  estaat,  ne  suffisant  to  bete 
hir  neoessitee,  to  kepe  hem  &o  the  dis- 
temperance  of  the  firmament.  /  Upon 
that  other  syde,  to  speken  of  the  horrible 
disordinat  scantnesse  of  clothing,  as  been 
thise  cutted  sloppes  or  bomgAlitm,  that 
thurgh  hir  shortnesse  ne  oovere  nat  the 
shameful  membres  of  man,  to  wikked 
entente.  /  Alias  !  somme  of  hem  sbewen 
the  boce  of  hir  shap,  and  the  horrible 
swollen  membres,  that  semeth  lyk  the 
maladie  of  himia,  in  the  wrappingeof  hir 
hoses ;  /  and  eek  the  buttokes  of  h«m 
faren  as  it  were  the  hindre  part  of  a  she- 
ape  in  the  iulle  of  the  mone./  And  (5?^ 
more-over,  the  wrecched  swollen  njem- 
bres  that  they  shewe  thurgh  the  degy- 
singe,  in  departinge  of  hir  hoses  in  whyt 
and  reed,  semeth  that  half  hir  shameftd 
privee  membres  weren  fiayn,  /  And  if  4^ 
so  be  that  they  departen  hire  hoses  in 
othere  colours,  as  is  whyt  and  blak,  or 
whyt  and  blew,  or  blak  and  reed,  and  so 
forth  ;  /  thanne  semeth  it,  as  by  variance 
of  colour,  that  half  the  partie  of  hir 
privee  membres  were  corrupt  by  the  fyr 
of  seint  Antony,  or  by  cancre,  or  by  other 
Bwich  meschaunce.  /  Of  the  hindre  part 
of  hir  butt<^e8,  it  is  ihl  horrible  for  to 
see.    For  certes,  in  that  partie  of  hir 
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body  ther-aa  they  parg^n  hir  stinkingo 
ordure,  /  tliat  foole  partie  showe  they  to 
the  p^lo  proudly  in  despyt  of  honeetetee, 
the  which  honestetee  that  Jesa  Crist 
an<l  hiae  freendea  obaervede  to  ahewen  in 
hir  lyve.  /  Now  aa  of  the  ontrageooa 
array  of  wommen,  god  woot,  that  though 
the  visages  of  somme  of  hem  seme  ful 
chaast  and  dobonaire,  >'et  notifte  they  in 
hir    array   of    atyr    likorousnesse    and 

430  pryde.  /  I  sey  nat  that  honestetee  in 
clothinge  of  man  or  womman  is  nncoven- 
able,  but  cortea  the  superflnitoo  or  dis- 
ordinat  scantitoe  of  clothinge  is  reprev- 
able.  /  Also  the  sinne  of  aomement  or 
of  apparaille  is  in  thinges  that  npertonen 
to  rjilinge,  as  in  to  manye  delicat  horses 
that  been  holdcn  for  del^i;,  that  been  so 
faire,  fatte,  and  coetlowo ;  /  an<l  also  to 
many  a  vicious  knave  that  is  snstenod  by 
cause  of  hem ;  in  to  curious  Iiamc^'s,  as 
in  sadeles,  in  crouperos,  poytrols,  and 
biydles  covered  with  precious  clothing 
and  riohc,  barres  and  plates  of  gold  and 
of  silver.  /  For  which  god  soith  by 
Zakarie  the  propheto,  '  I  wol  confoundo 

160)  the  rj'derea  of  swicho  horses.'  /  This 
folk  taken  litcl  reward  of  the  rydinge  of 
goddes  sono  of  lievene,  and  of  his  hamoys 
whan  he  rood  up-<»n  the  asse,  and  no 
lutddo  noon  other  hamc>*8  but  the  povro 
clothes  of  hiso  disciples ;  ne  we  ne  rede 

135  n*t  that  evore  ho  rood  on  other  boest.  / 
I  speke  this  for  the  sinne  of  superfluitce, 
and  nat  for  reasonable  honestetee,  whan 
reson  it  reqnyreth.  /  And  forther,  certes 
pryde  is  greetly  notified  in  h<»ldinge  of 
greet  meinee,  whan  thoy  be  of  litel  profit 
or  of  right  no  profits  /  And  namely, 
whan  that  meinee  is  folonous  and  dama- 
geons  to  the  peple,  by  hardinesse  of  heigh 
lordshipe  or  by  woy  of  offices.  /  For 
certes,  swicho  lordos  sellen  thanne  hir 
lordshipe  to  the  dcvel  of  helle,  whanne 
they  austenen  the  wikkedncrae  of  hir 
meinee.  /  Or  ellea  whan  this  folk  of 
lowe  degree,  as  thilke  that  holden  hostel- 
liea,  Bostenen  the  thefte  of  hir  hostilers, 

140  and  that  is  in  many  manere  of  deceitos.  / 
Xliilke  manere  of  folk  been  the  fijres  that 
fiilwea  tlie  hony,  or  dies  the  hoondes 


that  folwen  the  carejmo.  Swiche  for- 
se3^e  folk  stranglcn  spiritually  hir  lord- 
shipes ;  /  for  which  thus  seith  Da^nd  the 
prophete,  *  wikked  dooth  mote  come  u^von 
thilke  lordshipes,  and  god  yeve  that  tliej* 
mote  descenden  in-to  hclle  al  doun  ;  for 
in  hir  houses  been  iniquiteesand  shrewed- 
nesses,'  and  nat  god  of  he\'ene.  /  And 
certes,  but-if  they  doon  amcndement, 
right  as  god  j-af  his  benison  to  fLaban  by 
the  service  of  Jacob,  and  to  -fPliarao  by 
the  service  of  Joseph,  right  so  god  wol 
yeve  his  malison  to  swiche  lordshii>es  as 
sustenen  the  wikkctlnesso  of  hir  scr- 
vaunts,  but-if  they  come  to  amendcment./ 
Pryde  of  the  table  appereth  oek  ful  ofte ; 
for  certes,  riche  men  been  clci>ed  to 
festea,  and  povre  folk  been  put  awey  and 
rebuked.  /  Also  in  excesse  of  diverse  (370) 
metes  and  drinkes ;  and  namely,  swiche 
manere  bake  metes  and  dish-metes,  brcn- 
ningo  of  wilde  fj-r,  and  peynted  and 
castelled  with  papir,  and  semblable  wast ; 
so  that  it  is  abusion  for  to  thinke.  /  And  445 
cek  in  to  greet  precinusnesso  of  vessel  and 
curiositee  of  minstralcie,by  whiche  a  man 
U  stired  the  more  to  delyces  of  luxuric,  / 
if  so  be  that  he  sette  his  herte  the  lassc 
up-on  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist,  certcin  it  is 
a  sinne  ;  and  certoinly  the  delyces  miglite 
been  so  greto  in  this  caas,  that  man  mighto 
lightly  falle  by  hem  in-to  deedly  sinno.  / 
Tlie  especes  that  sourden  of  Pr>'dc,  soothly 
whan  they  sourden  of  malice  ymagiued, 
av^nsed,  and  fomcast,  or  elles  of  usage, 
been  deedly  Wynnes,  it  is  no  doute.  /  And 
whan  they  sourden  by  freletee  unavj'scd 
sodcinly,  and  sodeinly  withdrawen  aycin, 
al  been  they  grevouse  sinnes,  I  gesse  that 
they  ne  been  nat  deedly.  /  Now  mighto 
men  axe  wher-of  that  l*ryde  sourdcth 
and  springeth,  and  I  seye  :  somtyme  it 
springeth  of  the  g(K>des  of  nature,  and 
som-tyme  of  the  gnodes  of  fortune,  and 
s<  im-t yme  of  the  go<  nles  of  grace.  /  Certes,  45<  > 
the  g<M)des  of  nature  stonden  outher  in 
goodes  of  body  or  in  goodes  of  soulc.  / 
Certes,  goodes  of  body  been  hele  of  bofly, 
as  strengthe,  dclivemease,  bcautee,  gen- 
trye,  franchise.  /  Ooodes  of  nature  of 
the  Boolo  been  good  wit,  sharp  nudcr- 
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stondyngOf  subtil  eng:in,  vertn  natnrelf 
good  memorie.  /  Goodes  of  fortune  been 
richesseSf  higho  degrees   of  lordshipes, 

( 380)  preisinges  of  the  peple.  /  Gk>odes  of  grace 
been  science,  power  to  soffre  spiritnel 
travaille,  benignitee,  vertnons  contem- 
placion,  withstondinge  of  temptaoion, 
455  and  semblabie  thinges.  /  Of  whiche  for- 
seyde  goodes,  oertes  it  is  a  tul  greet  folye 
a  man  to  pryden  him  in  any  of  hem 
alle.  /  Now  as  for  to  speken  of  goodes  of 
nature,  god  woot  that  som-tyme  we  han 
hem  in  nature  as  muohe  to  oure  damage 
as  to  oure  profit.  /  As,  for  to  speken 
of  hele  of  body;  oertes  it  passeUi  ful 
lightly,  and  eek  it  is  ful  ofte  encheson  of 
the  siknesse  of  oure  soule ;  for  god  woot, 
the  flesh  is  a  fbl  greet  enemy  to  the 
soule :  and  therfore,  the  more  that  the 
body  is  hool,  the  more  be  we  in  peril  to 
falle.  /  Eke  for  to  pryde  him  in  his 
strengthe  of  body,  it  is  an  heigh  folye ; 
for  oertes,  the  flesh  coveiteth  agayn  the 
spirit,  and  ay  the  more  strong  that  the 
flesh  is,  the  sorier  may  the  soule  be :  / 
and,  over  al  this,  strengthe  of  body  and 
worldly  hardinease  oauseth  fUl  ofle  many 
460  a  man  to  peril  and  meschaunce.  /  Eek 
for  to  pryde  him  of  his  gentrye  is  Ail 
greet  folye ;  for  ofte  tyme  the  gentrye  of 
the  body  binimoth  the  gentrye  of  the 
soule ;  and  eek  we  ben  alle  of  o  fader  and 
of  o  moder ;  and  alle  we  been  of  o  nature 
roten  and  corrupt,  both  riohe  and  povre.  / 
For  sothe,  «oo  manere  gentrye  is  for  to 
preise,  that  apparaiUeth  mannes  oorage 
with  vertues  and  moralitees,  and  maketh 
him  Cristes  child.  /  For  truste  wel,  that 
over  what  man  sinne  hath  maistrie,  he  is 
a  verray  oherl  to  sinne.  / 

§  28.  Now  been  ther  generate  signes  of 
gentilesse;  as  esohewinge  of  vyee  and 
ribaudye  and  aenrage  of  sinne,  in  word, 

(390)  in  werk,  and  oontenance ;  /  and  usinge 
yertu,  curtei^ye,  and  dennesse,  and  to  be 
liberal,  that  is  to  seyn,  large  hy  mesure ; 
for  thilke  that  paneth  mesure  is  folye 
4^  and  sinne.  /  Another  is,  to  remembre 
him  of  bountee  that  he  of  other  folk  hath 
receyved.  /  Another  is,  to  be  benigne  to 
hise  goode  subgetis;   wherfore,  as  seith 


Senek,  *  ther  is  no-thing  more  covenablc 
to  a  man  of  heigh  estaat  than  debonairetee 
and  pitee.  /  And  therfore  thlae  flyes  that 
men  depeth  bees,  whan  they  maken  hir 
king,  they  ohMen  oon  that  hath  no  pnkke 
wherwith  he  may  stinge.*  /  Another  if, 
a  man  to  have  a  noble  herte  and  a  dili- 
gent, to  attayne  to  heighe  yertnaase 
thinges.  /  Now  oertes,  a  man  to  pryde 
him  in  the  goodes  of  grace  is  eek  an  out- 
rageous folye ;  for  thilke  yiiies  of  grve 
that  sholde  have  turned  him  to  goodnMW 
and  to  medicine,  turaeth  lum  to  Tenim 
and  to  conf\ision,  as  seith  seint  Oregorie./  47) 
Certes  also,  who^^o  pzydeth  him  in  Um 
goodes  of  fortune,  he  is  a  ful  greet  fool ; 
for  som-tyme  is  a  man  a  greet  lord  by  the 
morwe,  that  is  a  oaitif  and  a  wreeche  er 
it  be  ni^t :  /  and  somtyme  the  richeae 
of  a  man  is  cause  of  his  deeth ;  somtyme 
the  delyoes  of  a  man  is  cause  of  the 
grevous  maladye  thurgh  which  he  dyeth./ 
Certes,  the  commendaoion  of  the  pepl«  is 
Bomtyme  tvl  fals  and  ful  brotel  for  to 
triste ;  this  day  they  pr^rse,  tomom 
they  blame.  /  Gk>d  woot,  deqrr  to  havt 
commendaoion  of  the  peple  hath  canied 
deeth  to  many  a  biigr  num.  /  (400) 

BsMSiffnM  •ontrm  pecotnm  Sapettis. 
§  29.  Now  sith  that  so  is,  that  y«  ban 
understonde  what  is  pryde,  and  whicht 
been  the  speces  of  it,  and  whennes  piMt 
Bourdoth  and  springeth ;  /  now  shul  7«  475 
understonde  which  is  the  remedie  agayi^ 
the  sinne  of  prsrde,  and  that  is,  hnmilitM 
or  mekenesse.  /  That  is  a  vertu,  thnifb 
which  a  man  hath  verray  knoweleohe  of 
him-self,  and  holdeth  of  him-self  no  piys 
ne  deyntee  as  in  regard  of  hise  desert^s, 
consideringe  evere  his  freletee./  Nov 
been  ther  three  maneres  of  humiHtee ;  as 
humilitee  in  herte,  and  another  hnmSitee 
in  his  mouth ;  the  thridde  in  hise  werkes./ 
The  humilitee  in  herte  is  in  fouremanArat: 
that  oon  is,  whan  a  man  holdeth  him-self 
as  noght  worth  bifom  god  of  hsvenc 
Another  is,  whan  he  no  despyseth  noon 
other  man.  /  The  thridde  is,  whan  h« 
rekketh  nat  thogh  men  holde  him  noght 
worth.    The  £arthe  is,  whan  he  nis  nsi 
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\go  lory  of  Ms  hnxniliacion.  /  Also,  the  hu- 
militoe  of  month  is  in  foore  thin^^  :  in 
attempree  speche,  and  in  hnmblosse  of 
speche,  and  whan  he  biknoweth  with  his 
owene  month  that  he  is  swich  as  him 
thinketh  that  he  is  in  his  herte.  Another 
is,  whan  ho  preiseth  the  boantee  of 
another  man,  and  nothing  ther-of  amen- 
useth.  /  Hnmilitee  eek  in  werkes  is  in 
fonre  maneres :  the  ftrste  is,  whan  he 
pntteth  othero  men  bifom  him.  The 
seoonde  is,  to  chese  the  loweste  place 
over-aL  The  thridde  is,  gladly  to  asaente 
to  good  conseiL  /  The  ferthe  is,  to  stondo 
gladly  to  the  award  of  hise  sovereyns,  or 
of  him  that  is  in  hyer  degree ;  certain, 
this  is  a  greet  werk  of  hnmilitee.  / 

Seqnltnr  de  Innidia. 
§  90.  Aft«r  Pryde  wol  I  speken  of  the 
fonlo  sinne  of  Env3re,  which  is,  as  by  the 
word  of  the  philoaophro,  sorwo  of  other 
mannes  prosperitee ;  and  after  the  word 
of  seint  Angustin,  it  is  sorwe  of  other 
mannes  welo,  and  joye  of  othere  mennes 

10)  harm.  /  This  fonlo  sinne  is  platly  ag^3ms 
the  holy  goost.  Al-be-it  so  that  every 
sinne  is  agnyns  the  holy  goost,  yet  nath»- 
lees,  for  as  mnche  as  bonntee  aperteneth 
proproly  to  the  holy  goost,  and  Envye 
comth  proprely  of  malice,  therfore  it  is 
proprely  agayn  the  bonntee  of  the  holy 

485  goost.  /  Now  hath  malice  two  spaces, 
that  is  to  sejm,  hardnesse  of  herte  in 
wikkednesse,  or  elles  the  flesh  of  man  is 
ao  blind,  that  he  considereth  nat  that  he 
is  in  sinne,  or  rekketh  nat  that  he  is  in 
sinne;  which  is  the  hardnesse  of  the 
deveL  /  That  other  spece  of  malice  is, 
whan  a  man  werreyeth  tronthe,  whan  he 
woot  that  it  is  tronthe.  And  eek,  whan 
he  werreyeth  the  grace  that  god  hath 
yeve  to  his  neigbebore ;  and  al  this  is  by 
Envye.  /  Certes,  thanne  is  Eu^-ye  the 
worste  sinne  that  is.  For  soothly,  alle 
othere  sinnes  been  som-tjrme  only  agayns 
o  special  vertu ;  /  bnt  certes,  Envye  is 
agi^rns  alle  vertnes  and  agayns  alle  good- 
nesses ;  for  it  is  sory  of  alle  the  bountees 
of  his  neighebore ;  and  in  this  manere  it 
ii  diTon  from  alle  othere  sinnes.  /    For 


wel  nnnethe  is  ther  any  sinne  that  it  no 
hath  som  dolyt  in  itself,  save  only  En^yo, 
that  evere  hath  in  itself  angnish  and 
sorwe.  /  The  speces  of  Envye  been  thise  :  490 
ther  is  first,  sorwe  of  other  mannes  good- 
nesse  and  of  his  prosperitee;  and  pros- 
peritee is  kindcly  matere  of  joye;  thanno 
is  Envye  a  sinne  agayns  kinds.  /  The 
■econde  spece  of  Envye  is  joye  of  other 
mannes  harm  ;  and  that  is  proprely  lyk 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  rejoyseth  him  of 
mannes  harm.  /  Of  thise  two  spocos 
comth  bakbyting  ;  and  this  sinne  of  bak- 
hyUng  or  detraccion  hath  certeine  spocos, 
as  thns.  Som  man  preiseth  his  neighe- 
bore by  a  wikke  entente ;  /  for  he  maketh 
alwey  a  wikked  knotte  atte  laste  cnde. 
Alwey  he  maketh  a  *■  bnt  *  atte  laste  cmlo, 
that  is  digne  of  more  blame,  than  worth 
is  al  the  preisinge.  /  The  secondo  spece  (420) 
is,  that  if  a  man  be  good  and  dooth  or 
seith  a  thing  to  good  entente,  the  bakbytor 
wol  tnme  all  thilke  goodnesse  np-so-donn 
to  his  shrewed  entente.  /  The  thridde  49S 
is,  to  amennse  the  bonntee  of  hi*  neighe- 
bore. /  The  fonrthe  spece  of  bakbyting 
is  this ;  that  if  men  speke  goodnesse  of 
a  man,  thanne  wol  the  bakbyter  so^-n, 
*  parfey,  swich  a  man  is  yet  bet  than  ho  * ; 
in  dispreisinge  of  him  that  men  preise.  / 
The  fifte  spece  is  this ;  for  to  consent  o 
gladly  and  herkne  gladly  to  the  harm 
that  men  speke  of  other  folk.  This  sinne 
is  fnl  greet,  and  ay  encrescth  aOcr  tlio 
wikked  entente  of  the  bakbyter.  /  After 
bakbyting  oometh  gmcching  or  innr- 
mnracion;  and  somtjrmo  it  springcth  of 
inpacience  aga3rn8  god,  and  somtymo 
agajms  man.  /  Agayns  god  it  is,  whan 
a  man  gmccheth  agnyn  the  pojmos  of 
helle,  or  agajrns  poverte,  or  los  of  catel, 
or  agayn  reyn  or  tempest ;  or  elles  gmc- 
cheth that  shrewes  han  prosperitee,  or 
elles  for  that  goode  men  han  adversitoe.  /  500 
And  alle  thise  thinges  sholde  men  snfTro 
pacicntly,  for  they  comen  by  the  rightful 
jngement  and  ordinance  of  god.  /  Som- 
tyme  comth  gmcching  of  avarice  ;  as 
Jndas  gmcched  agayns  the  Hagtia- 
leyne,  whan  she  enoynte  tha  heved  of 
oora  lord  Jeau  Crist  with  hir  precious 
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o3mement.  /  This  maner  mormitre  is 
swich  as  whan  man  gmochoth  of  good- 
nesse  that  him-self  dooth,  or  that  other 
folk  doon  of  hir  owene  oateL  /  Som- 
tyme  comth  murmare  of  Pryde  ;  as  whan 
Simon  tho  Pharisee  grucohed  agayn  the 
Hagdaleyne,  whan  she  approched  to  Jesn 

(43'>)  Crist,  and  weep  at  his  feet  for  hir  sinnes.  / 
And  somtyme  gmcching  sonrdeth  of 
Envye  ;  whan  men  disoovereth  a  mannes 
harm  that  was  privee,  or  bereth  him  on 
5^5  hond  thing  that  is  fals.  /  Mormnre  eek 
is  ofte  amonges  servannts,  that  gmoohen 
whan  hir  sovereyns  bidden  hem  doon 
levefol  thinges ;  /  and,  for-as-muohe  as 
they  dar  nat  openly  withseyo  the  00- 
manndements  of  hir  sovereyns,  yet  wol 
they  seyn  harm,  and  graoohe,  and  mwr- 
muro  prively  for  vorray  despyt ;  /  whiche 
wordes  men  clepen  the  develes  Pater' 
nosUr,  though  so  be  that  the  devel  ne 
hadde  nevere  PaUr-noster^  but  that  lewed 
folk  yeven  it  swich  a  nama  /  Som  iyxxie 
grucching  comth  of  ire  or  prive  hate, 
that  norisseth  rancour  in  herte,  as  after- 
ward I  shal  declare.  /  Thanne  cometh 
oek  bittemesse  of  herte;  thnrgh  which 
bittemesse  every  good  dede  of  his  neighe- 
510  bor  semeth  to  him  bitter  and  unsavozy.  / 
Thanne  oometh  discord,  that  unbindeth 
alle  manere  of  frendshipe.  Thanne  oomth 
scominge,  as  whan  a  man  seketh  ooca- 
sioun  to  ano3ren  his  neighebor,  al  do  he 
never  so  weeL  /  Thanne  oomth  aocu- 
singe,  as  whan  man  seketh  occasion  to 
anoyen  his  neighebor,  which  that  is  lyk 
to  tho  craft  of  the  devel,  that  waiteth 
botho  night  and  day  to  aoousen  us  alle.  / 
Thanne  comth  malignitee,  thurgh  which 
a  man  anoyeth  his  neighebor  prively  if 
he  may ;  /  and  if  he  noght  may,  algate 
his  wikked  wil  ne  shal  nat  wante,  as  for 
to  brennen  his  -hous  prively,  or  empoy- 
sone  or  sleen  hise  bestes,  and  semblAble 

(440)  thinges.  / 

Remedinm  contra  peccatmn  Innidle. 

§  31.  Now  wol  I  speke  of  the  remedie 
agayns  this  foule  sinne  of  Envye.  First, 
is  the  love  of  god  principal,  and  loving  of 
his  neighebor  as  him-self;   for  eoothlj, 


that  oon  ne  may  nat  been  withoute  that 
other.  /     And  truste  wel,  that  in  the  5'? 
name  of  thy  nei^ebore  thou  sbalt  nnder- 
stonde  the  name  of  thy  brother;    far 
oertes  alle  we  have  o  fader  fleshly,  and 

0  moder,  that  is  to  seyn,  Adam  and  Eve ; 
and  eek  o  fader  e^irituel,  and  that  is  god 
ofhevene./  Thy neighebore  artow  holden 
for  to  love,  and  wilne  him  alle  goodnesse ; 
and  therfore  seith  god,  *  love  thy  neighe- 
bore as  thyselve,'  that  is  to  seyn,  to 
salvacion  bothe  of  lyf  and  of  soule.  / 
And  more-over,  thou  shalt  love  him  in 
word,  and  in  benigne  amonestinge,  and 
chastysinge ;  and  conforten  him  in  hise 
anoyes,  and  preye  for  him  with  al  thjn 
herte.  /  And  in  dede  thou  shalt  love 
him  in  swich  wyse,  that  thou  shalt  doon 
to  him  in  charitee  as  thou  woldest  that  it 
were  doon  to  thyn  owene  persone.  /  And 
therfore,  thou  ne  shalt  doon  him  no 
damage  in  wikked  word,  ne  harm  in  his 
body,  ne  in  his  oatel,  ne  in  his  sonle,  by 
entysing  of  wikked  ensample./  llMmfw 
shalt  nat  de^yren  his  W3rf,  ne  none  of  hise 
thinges.  Understond  eek,  that  in  the 
name  of  neighebor  is  comprehended  his 
enemy.  /  Certes  man  shal  loven  his 
enemy  by  the  comandement  of  god ;  and 
soothly  thy  frend  shaltow  love  in  God.  / 

1  seye,  thyn  enemy  shaltow  love  for  godd^ 
sake,  by  his  comandement.  For  if  it 
were  reson  that  a  man  sholde  haten  h^ 
enemy,  for  sothe  god  nolde  nat  receiven 
us  to  his  love  that  been  hise  eaemya./ 
Agayns  three  manere  of  wronges  that 
his  enemy  dooth  to  hym,  he  shal  docm 
three  thinges,  as  thu&  /  Agayns  hate  (45>) 
and  rancour  of  herte,  he  shal  love  him  in 
herte.  Agayns  ohyding  and  wikkede 
wordes,  he  shal  preye  for  his  enemy. 
And  agayn  the  wikked  dede  of  his  enemj, 
he  shal  doon  him  bonntee.  /  For  Crist  P5 
seith,  *  loveth  youre  enemys,  and  preyeth 
for  hem  that  speke  3WW  harm;  and  eek  for 
hem  that  yow  ohaoen  and  pnrsewen,  and 
doth  bonntee  to  hem  that  yow  haten.'  Lo, 
thus  oomaundeth  us  oure  loxd  Jesu  Criit, 

to  do  to  oure  enemy*.  /  For  soothly. 
nature  dryveth  us  to  loven  oure  fivendes, 
and  parfey,  oare  eaemys  han  more  nede 
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to  lotre  th&n  our  fteendes ;  and  they  that 
moro  nede  have,  certes,  to  hem  ahal  men 
(loon  f^oodnease  ;  /  and  oertes,  in  thilke 
dede  have  we  remembrance  of  the  love 
of  Jesu  Crist,  that  desrdo  for  hise  enomya.  / 
And  in-aa-maohe  as  thilke  love  is  the 
more  grovons  to  perfonme,  in-so-mnche 
ia  the  more  gretter  the  merite  ;  and  ther- 
fore  the  lovinge  of  onre  enemy  hath  con- 
foondcd  the  venim  of  the  deveL  /  For 
right  as  the  devel  is  disconfited  by  hami- 
liteOf  right  so  is  he  wounded  to  the  deeth 
'jr>  by  love  of  onre  enemy.  /  Certes,  thanne 
is  love  the  medicine  that  oasteth  ont  the 
venim  of  Envyo  fro  mannos  herte.  /  The 
Npeces  of  this  pas  shnllen  be  moro  largely 
in  hir  chapitres  folwingo  declared.  / 

Sequitnr  de  Ira. 
§  82.  After  Envyo  wol  I  disoryven  the 
■inne  of  Ire.  For  soothlj',  who-so  hath 
onvye  npon  his  neighebor,  anon  ho  wole 
comnnly  finde  him  a  matore  of  vrratthe, 
in  word  or  in  dede,  agayns  him  to  whom 
ho  bath  cnvye.  /  And  as  wel  comth  Ire 
of  Pryde,  as  of  Envjre ;  for  soothly,  he 
tliat    is   pronde    or    envions    is    lightly 

'*>)  wrooth.  / 

§  88.  This  sinno  of  Ire,  after  the  dis- 
ciyving  of  soint  Angostin,  is  wikkod  wil 

;A5  to  been  avenged  bv  word  or  by  dede.  / 
Iro.  after  the  philosophro,  is  the  fervent 
bkiod  of  man  y-qniked  in  his  herte,  thorgh 
which  he  wole  harm  to  him  t  hat  he  hateth.  / 
For  certos  the  herte  of  man,  by  eschanflngo 
and  moevingo  of  his  blood,  wexeth  so 
troable,  that  he  is  ont  of  alio  jogement  of 
rest  ton.  /  But  ye  shal  understonde  that 
Ire  is  in  two  maneres ;  that  oon  of  hem 
is  good,  and  that  other  is  wikked.  /  The 
gode  Iro  is  l^  jalonsye  of  goodnosse,  thargh 
which  a  man  is  wrooth  with  wikkednesse 
and  agayns  wikkednesse;  and  thorfore 
■eith  a  wys  man,  that  '  Ire  is  bet  than 
plcy.*  /  This  Ire  is  with  debonairetee, 
and  it  is  wrooth  withonton  bittcmosse; 
nat  wrooth  agajms  the  man,  bnt  wrooth 
with  the  misdede  of  the  man ;  as  soith  the 
prophete  David,  Inucimini  et  nolite  pec- 

40  care,  /  Now  onderstondeth,  that  wikked 
Ire  is  in  two  man«reS|  that  is  to  segm, 


sod^yn  Ire  or  hastif  Ire,  withonten  aviso- 
ment  and  conscntinge  of  resonn.  /  Tlio 
mening  and  the  sens  of  this  is,  that  tho 
resonn  of  man  no  consento  nat  to  thilke 
8o<loyn  Iro ;  and  thanne  it  is  venial.  / 
Another  Iro  is  fnl  wikked,  that  comth  (»f 
felonjre  of  herte  avysed  and  cast  bifom  ; 
with  wikked  wil  to  do  vengeance,  and 
therto  his  resonn  consenteth  ;  and  soothly 
this  is  deedly  sinne.  /  This  Ire  is  so  dis- 
plesant  to  god,  that  it  tronbleth  his  lions 
and  chaceth  tho  holy  goost  ont  of  mannos 
sonle,  and  wasteth  and  destroyeth  tho 
lyknesse  of  god,  that  is  to  seyn,  tho  vortn 
that  is  in  mannes  sonle ;  /  and  put  in  (47^) 
him  the  lyknesse  of  the  devel,  and 
binimoth  tho  man  fro  god  tliat  is  his 
rightful  lord.  /  This  Iro  is  a  ftil  greet  545 
plesannco  to  the  devel ;  for  it  is  tho 
doveles  fonmeys,  that  is  eschaufed  with 
the  fyr  of  belle.  /  For  certes,  right  so  as 
fyr  is  more  mighty  to  destroyen  crthcly 
thingoB  tlian  any  other  element,  right  so 
Ire  is  mighty  to  destroyen  alio  spiritnel 
thinges.  /  I»ko  how  that  fyr  of  smalo 
gledos,  that  been  almost  dede  nnder 
asslicn,  wollcn  qniko  agayn  whan  they 
been  touched  with  brimstoon ;  right  so 
Ire  wol  everemo  quiken  agayn,  whan  it 
is  touched  1^  the  pryde  that  is  oo%*er(Hl  in 
mannos  herte.  /  For  certcs  fyr  ne  may 
nat  comen  out  of  no-thing,  but-if  it  woro 
first  in  tho  same  thing  naturcUy  ;  as  fyr 
is  drawen  out  of  flintos  with  steel.  /  And 
right  so  as  pryde  is  ofto  tyme  matoro  <>f 
Ire,  right  so  is  rancour  norice  and  koi>or 
of  Ire.  /  Ther  is  a  manor  tree,  as  svith  551) 
8<>int  Isidre,  that  whan  men  makcn  fyr 
of  thilke  tree,  and  covero  the  colos  <»f  it 
with  asshen,  soothly  the  fyr  of  it  wnl 
laston  al  a  yeer  or  moro.  /  And  right  so 
faroth  it  of  rancour  ;  whan  it  is  ones  con- 
coy\'ed  in  the  hcrtos  of  som  men,  certoin, 
it  wol  laston  pera\*enturo  from  oon  Estro- 
day  unto  another  Estro-day,  and  more.  / 
But  cortos,  thilko  mnn  is  ful  fer  fro  the 
mercy  of  god  al  thilko  while.  / 

§  84.  In  this  forMyde  develes  fonmeys 
ther  forgen  throe  shrewes :  Pr3rdo,  that 
1^  bloweth  and  enoreseth  the  fyr  l^  ch^'d- 
inge  and  wikked  wordes.  /    Thanne  stant  (4&>) 
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EnvyOf  and  holdeth  the  hote  iren  upon 
the  herte  of  man  with  a  peire  of  longe 
555  tonges  of  long  rancour.  /  And  thanne 
Btant  the  sinne  of  oontnmelie  or  stryf  and 
cheeate,  and  batereth  and  forgeth  by 
vileyns  reprevinges.  /  Certes,  this  coned 
sinne  anoyeth  bothe  to  the  man  him-wlf 
and  eek  to  his  neighebor.  For  soothly, 
almost  al  the  harm  that  any  man  dooth 
to  his  neighebore  comth  of  wratthe.  / 
For  certes,  outrageous  vrratthe  doth  al 
that  evere  the  devel  him  comaundeth ; 
for  he  ne  spareth  neither  Grist,  ne  his 
swete  mooder.  /  And  in  his  ootrageoos 
anger  and  Ire,  alias !  alias !  ful  many  oon 
at  that  tyme  feleth  in  his  herte  ful  wik- 
kedly,  bothe  of  Crist  and  of  alle  hise 
halwes.  /  Is  nat  this  a  cursed  vice  ?  Yis, 
certes.  Alias !  it  binimeth  from  man  his 
wit  and  his  resoun,  and  al  his  debonalre 
560  lyf  espirituel  that  sholde  kepen  his  sonle.  / 
Certes,  it  binimeth  eek  goddes  due  lord- 
shipe,  and  that  is  mannes  soule,  and  the 
love  of  hise  neighebores.  It  strjrveth  eek 
alday  agayn  trouthe.  It  reveth  him  the 
quiete  of  his  herte,  and  subverteth  his 
sonle.  / 

§  85.  Of  Ire  comen  thise  stinkinge 
engendrures :  first  hate,  that  is  old 
wratthe;  discord,  thurgh  which  a  man 
forsaketh  his  olde  freend  that  he  hath 
loved  ful  longe.  /  And  thanne  oometh 
werre,  and  every  manere  of  wrong  that 
man  dooth  to  his  neighebore,  in  body  or 
in  cateL  /  Of  this  cursed  sinne  of  Ire 
cometh  eek  manslaughtre.  And  under- 
stonde  wel,  that  homicyde,  that  is  man- 
slaughtre, is  in  dyverse  wyse.  Som  manere 
(490)  of  homicyde  is  spirituel,  and  som  is  bodily.  / 
Spirituel  manslaughtre  is  in  six  thinges. 
First,  by  hate ;  as  seint  John  seith,  *  he 
565  that  hateth  his  brother  is  homicyde.'  / 
Homicyde  is  eek  by  bakbytinge ;  of  whiohe 
bakbyteres  seith  Salomon,  that  *  they  han 
two  swerdes  with  whiche  they  sleen  hir 
neighebores.*  For  soothly,  as  wikke  is  to 
binime  his  good  name  as  his  lyf.  /  Homi- 
cyde is  eek,  in  jrevinge  of  wikked  conseil 
by  fraude ;  as  for  to  yeven  conseil  to 
areysen  wrongAil  custumes  and  taillages./ 
Of  whiche  seith  Salomon,  *  Leon  roiynge 


and  here  hongiy  been  lyke  to  the  cruel 
lordshipes,*  in  withholdinge  or  abregginge 
of  the  shepe  (or  the  hyre),  or  of  the  wages 
of  servannts,  or  eUes  in  usure  or  in  with- 
drawings  of  the  nlmowse  of  povre  folk.  / 
For  which  the  wyse  man  seith,  *fedeth 
him  that  almost  dyeth  for  honger' ;  for 
soothly,  but-if  thou  fede  him,  thou  sleest 
him ;  and  alle  thise  been  deedly  sinnes.  / 
Bodily  manslaughtre  is,  whan  thow  sleest 
him  with  thy  tonge  in  other  manere ;  as 
whan  thou  comandest  to  sleen  a  man,  or 
elles  yevest  him  conseil  to  sleen  a  man.  /  5y 
Manslaughtre  in  dede  is  in  foure  manerei. 
That  oon  is  by  lawe ;  right  as  a  juslaee 
dampneth  him  that  is  coupable  to  Hm 
deeth.  But  lat  the  justice  be  war  that  he 
do  it  rightftilly,  and  that  he  do  it  nat  for 
delyt  to  spille  blood,  but  for  kepinge  of 
ri^^twisenesse.  /  Another  homicjrde  is, 
that  is  doon  for  necessitee,  as  whan  o  man 
sleeth  another  In  his  defendaunt,  and 
that  he  ne  may  noon  otherwise  escape 
from  his  owene  deeth.  /  But  oeiteinlj, 
if  he  may  eaompe  withouten  manslaoghtre 
of  his  adversarie,  and  sleeth  him,  he  dotk 
sinne,  and  he  shal  here  penance  as  for 
deedly  sinne.  /  Eek  if  a  man,  by  caas  or 
aventure,  shete  an  arwe  or  caste  a  atoon 
with  which  he  sleeth  a  man,  he  is  hoxni- 
cyde.  /  Eek  if  a  womman  hy  necligenoe  (w 
overlyeth  hir  child  in  hir  sloping,  it  is 
homio3^e  and  deedly  siime.  /  Eek  wban  575 
man  destourbeth  ooncepcion  of  a  child, 
and  maketh  a  womman  outher  bar«yne 
l^  drinkinge  venemouse  herbes,  thoigh 
which  she  may  nat  oonoeyve,  or  sleeth 
a  child  l^  drinkes  wilfully,  or  elles  pat- 
teth  oerteine  material  thinges  in  hir 
secree  places  to  slee  the  child  ;  /  or  elks 
doth  unkindely  sinne,  l^  which  man  or 
womman  shedeth  hir  nature  in  manere 
or  in  place  ther-as  a  child  may  nat  be 
conceived ;  or  elles,  if  a  womman  have 
conoeyved  and  hurt  hir-self,  and  sleeth 
the  child,  yet  is  it  homicyde./  What 
seye  we  eek  of  wommen  that  mordrenhir 
children  for  drede  of  worldly  shame? 
Certes,  an  horrible  homicjrde.  /  Homi* 
cyde  is  eek  if  a  man  approcheth  to  s 
womman  by  desir  of  leoherye,  thnz|^ 
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which  the  child  is  penned,  or  clles 
■myteth  a  vromman  witingly,  thurgh 
which  she  leseth  hir  child.  Alle  thise 
been  homicydcs  and  horriUe  deedly 
■innoc.  /  Yet  comen  ther  of  Ire  manye 
mo  sinnes,  as  wel  in  word  as  in  thoght 
and  in  dede ;  as  he  that  arretteth  upon 
god,  or  blameth  god,  of  thing  of  which  ho 
is  him-self  gilty ;  or  despysuth  god  and 
alio  hise  lialwos,  as  doon  thise  cnrsedo 

(80  hasartlonrs  in  diverse  contreos.  /  This 
ourscil  sinno  doon  they,  whan  they  felen 
in  )iir  hortes  fnl  wikkedly  of  god  and  of 
hise  halwes.  /  Also,  whan  they  treton 
nnrevercntly  the  sacremcnt  of  the  auter, 
thilke  sinne  is  so  greet,  that  unnothe 
may  it  been  relesed,  bat  that  the  mercy 
of  g(Ki  passcth  alle  hise  werkes ;  it  is  so 
^roet  and  he  so  benigne.  /  Thanne  comth 
of  Ire  attry  angro  ;  whan  a  man  is  sharply 
amonestcd  in  his  shrifte  to  forleien  his 
sinne,  /  than  xiv-ole  he  be  angry  and 
answeron  hokerly  and  angrily,  and  deffen- 
den  or  excnsen  his  sinne  by  unstedefast- 
nesse  of  his  flesh  ;  or  elles  he  dide  it  for 
t«>  holde  companye  with  hise  felawes,  or 

:o)  elles,  he  seith,  the  fend  entyced  him ;  / 
or  elles  he  dide  it  for  his  yoathe,  or  elles 
his  complexioun  is  so  oorageous,  that  he 
may  nat  furbere ;  or  elles  it  is  his  dostinee, 
as  he  seith,  unto  a  ccrtein  age ;  or  elles, 
he  seith,  it  cometh  him  of  gentillesse  of 

;85  hise  auncestrcs ;  and  somblable  thinges./ 
Alle  this  manerc  of  folk  so  wrappen  hem 
in  hir  sinnes,  that  they  ne  wol  nat  deli- 
vore  hem-selC  For  soothly,  no  wight  that 
cxcuseth  him  wilfully  of  his  sinne  may 
nat  been  delivered  t»f  his  sinne,  til  that 
ho  mekely  biknoweth  his  sinne.  /  After 
this,  thanne  cometh  swering,  that  is 
expres  agayn  the  coman<lement  of  god  ; 
and  this  bifalleth  ofte  of  anger  and  of 
Ire.  /  God  seith  :  *  thou  shalt  nat  take 
the  name  of  thy  lonl  god  in  ve^'n  or  in 
ydeV  Also  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist  seith  by 
the  word  of  seint  Mathew  :  '  KolUe  iutnre 
omnino :  /  ne  wol  3'e  nat  swere  in  alle 
manere;  neither  by  hevene,  for  it  is 
gvKldes  trone ;  ne  by  erthe,  for  it  is  the 
Iwneh  of  his  feet ;  ne  by  Jerusalem,  for  it 
is  the  eitee  of  a  greet  king ;  ne  by  thyn 


heed,  for  thou  mayst  nat  make  an  heer 
whyt  ne  blak.  /  But  soyeth  by  youre 
word,  **ye,  ye,"  and  "nay,  nay";  and 
what  that  is  more,  it  is  of  yvel,'  seith 
Crist.  /  For  Crlstes  sake,  ne  swcreth  nat  590 
so  sinfully,  in  dismembringe  of  Crist  by 
soule,  herte,  bones,  and  iKxly.  For  certes, 
it  semeth  that  ye  thinke  that  the  cursedo 
Jewes  ne  dismembred  nat  y-nough  the 
preciouso  persone  of  Crist,  but  ye  dis- 
membro  him  more.  /  And  if  so  be  that 
the  lawo  comi>ollo  3row  to  swere.  thanne 
rule  yow  after  the  la  we  of  god  in  youre 
swering,  as  seith  Jeromye  quarto  capitulo^ 
* lurabis  t'n  veritaU^  in  iudicioit  in  iutticiti : 
thou  shalt  kepe  three  cmdicions;  thou 
shalt  swere  in  tronthe,  in  doom,  and  in 
rightwisnesse.' /  This  is  to  seyn,  thou 
slialt  swere  sooth  ;  for  every  lesinge  is 
aga>'ns  Crist.  For  Crist  is  verray  trouthe. 
And  think  wel  this,  that  every  gn^et 
swerere,  nat  compelled  lawefnlly  to  swere, 
the  wounde  shal  nat  departe  from  his 
hous  whyl  he  useth  swich  unleveful 
swering.  /  Thou  shalt  sweren  eek  in 
doom,  wlian  thou  art  c<m8treyued  by  tliy 
domesman  to  witnessen  the  trouthe.  /  (520) 
Eek  thou  shalt  nat  swere  for  ciivye  ne  for 
favour,  ne  for  mede,  but  for  rightwis- 
nesse ;  for  declaracioun  of  it  to  the  wor- 
ship  of  god  and  helping  of  th^noie  evcne- 
cristenc.  /  And  therfore,  everj'  man  tliat  595 
taketh  goddes  name  in  ydel,  or  falsly 
sworeth  with  his  mouth,  or  elles  tnkctli 
on  him  the  name  of  Crist,  to  l>e  call«Ml  a 
Cristene  man,  and  liveth  agayiis  Cristes 
livingo  and  his  tecliinge,  alio  they  taken 
goddes  name  in  ydel.  /  Lokc  eek  what 
neint  I'ctor  seith,  Actuum  quarto  capitulo^ 
'  A*t>fi  est  aliuil  nomen  tub  rWo,*  &r.  *  Tlier 
nis  noon  other  name,*  seith  seint  Poter, 
'  under  hevene,  yevon  to  men.  in  which 
they  mowe  bo  saved  ;*  that  is  to  seyn,  but 
the  name  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Take  kei>e  eek 
how  that  tlie  precious  name  of  Crist,  as 
seith  seint  Paul  ad  Philipmaft  secvmio, 
'■  In  nomiw.  Jemi^  ftc. :  that  in  the  name  of 
Jesu  every  knee  of  hevenely  creatures,  or 
erthely,  or  of  hello  sholden  bowe ' ;  for  it 
is  so  heigh  and  so  worshipfVil,  that  the 
caxsede  feend  in  helle  sholdo  tremblen  to 


^.  ...lit-  or  a  inuiily  <io(io  to  gwero  B^rrl 
mtIios?     An«l  wliat  of  horn  that,  »»f  vorra 
iiSiijfG,  110  cosjui  nat  to  sworo  Rn^to  <itho< 
nl   1m>   tho    ciuiso    nat    worth    a   straw 
Ci'itofl,  this  is  horrihh'sinnf.  /     Swi-riiij^i 
s.»«loynly  with-onto   avysomi'nt    is  o«'k  i 
sin  no.  /     Hut   lat    ns   po   now   t**   thilkt 
liorrililo  flwcrinp  of  ailjnraoioiin  and  con- 
jumcionn,  n^  doon   thiso  falso  onchann- 
tours  or  nicrronmncii'nfi  in  Imrins  ful  ot 
wator,  or  in  a  hrii^ht  swonl,  in  a  oeroh"*. 
•  »r  in  a  fyr,  or  in  a  RhnMor-lnmn  of  a 
shi**']!.  /     I  can  nat  »\vo  hnt  that  th(-y 
«l'K»n    cnrw-illy    nml    damnahly,   apayns 
(530)  Crist  an«l  al  ihn  fuitli  of  lioly  chirclio.  / 

^  Hs.  What  soyo  wo  «»f  horn  that  hilovon 
in  il  ivy  nail  OS,  as  hy  flight  or  hy  n<».\-si.»  of 
l»riii»li'S,  or  of  hcstos,  or  hy  sort,  l>y  poo-  , 
niancii'.  hy  tlrcims,  hy  chirkinpo  of  ih»ros, 
t}T  crakkinpo  of  Iionsos,  hy  jrnaw\nicrt  <»f 
^>5  rjittos,anilswi(li nmnoro wroi'ohoiln»'ssoy/ 
Cortos,  al  tliis  thing  is  (h'tfondoil  hy  ginl 
ami  hy  al  holy  oliircho.  Fi»r  whitli  thoy 
hiN.'n  afur.30<l,  til  thoy  ronio  to  amondo- 
mont,  that  on  swioh  liltho  sotton  hir 
hilovo.  /  Charniost'orwoundi'sor  nialadyo 
«>f  men,  or  of  Ix'Stos,  if  th»-y  takon  any 
offiv-r,  it  may  1m.'  ponwonturo  that  pinl 
suirn.'th  it,  for  folk  sholdun  yovo  tho  inoru 
fi'ith  anil  rovon-nro  to  his  nunio.  / 

§  ;iO.  Now  wol  I  si>t»k»n  of  loainpos, 
■which  gonerally  is  fals  signifioaoionn  of 
wtml.  in  ^f^ *-    ' 
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pleynly  been  accorded  with  him  that 
hath  him  openly  revyled  and  reproved  in 
disclanndre.  This  is  a  fal  grisly  slnne, 
as  Crist  seith  in  the  gospel.  /  And  tak 
kepe  now,  that  ha  that  xepreveth  his 
neigheborf  outher  he  repreveth  him  by 
torn  harm  of  ]>eyne  that  he  hath  on  his 
body,  as  'mesel,'  *croked  harlot,'  or  by 

90)  som  einne  that  he  dooth.  /  Now  if  he 
repreve  him  by  harm  of  ]>eyne,  thanno 
tameth  the  repreve  to  Jesa  Crist;  for 
peyne  is  sent  by  the  rightwsrs  sonde  of 
god,  and  by  his  suifrance,  be  it  meselrie, 

6a$  or  maheym,  or  maladye.  /  And  if  he 
repreve  him  nncharitably  of  sinne,  as, 
'  thou  holoor,'  'thou  dronkelewe  harlot,' 
and  so  forth ;  thanno  aperteneth  that  to 
the  rejoysinge  of  the  dovel,  that  evere 
hath  joye  that  men  doon  sinne.  /  And 
certes,  chydinge  may  nat  come  but  ont  of 
a  vileyns  herte.  For  after  the  habnn- 
ilance  of  the  herte  speketh  the  month  fol 
ofte.  /  And  ye  shnl  nnderstonde  that 
loke,  by  any  wey,  whan  any  man  shal 
chastyse  another,  that  he  be  war  from 
chydinge  or  reprevinga  For  trewely,  bnt 
he  be  war,  he  may  fnl  lightly  qoiken  the 
fyr  of  angre  and  of  wratthe,  which  that 
lie  sholde  qnenche,  and  per-aventnre 
■leeth  him  which  that  he  mighte  chastyse 
with  benignitee.  /  For  as  seith  Salomon, 
*  the  amiable  tonge  is  the  tree  of  lyf,'  that 
is  to  seyn,  of  lyf  espiritnel :  and  sothly,  a 
deslavee  tonge  sleeth  the  spirites  of  him 
that  repreveth,  and  eek  of  him  that  is 
repreved.  /  Lo,  what  seith  seint  Angus- 
tin  :  *  ther  is  no-thing  so  lyk  the  develes 
child  as  he  that  ofte  chydoth/  Seint  Paul 
■eith  eek  :  '  I,  ser^'ant  of  god,  bihove  nat 

$50  to  chyde.'  /  And  how  that  chydinge  be 
A  vileyns  thing  bitwixe  alle  manere  folk, 
yet  it  is  certes  most  nncovenable  bitwixe 
A  man  and  his  wyf ;  for  there  is  nevere 
reste.  And  therfore  seith  Salomon,  *an 
hoos  that  is  uncovered  and  droppinge, 
And  a  chydinge  wyf,  been  lyke.'  /  A  man 
that  is  in  a  droppinge  hons  in  many 
places,  thoogh  he  eschewe  the  droppinge 
in  o  place,  it  droppeth  on  him  in  another 
place ;  so  fareth  it  by  a  chjrdinge  W3rf. 
Bnt  sha  chyde  him  in  o  place,  she  wol 


chyde  him  in  another./  And  therfore, 
*  bettre  is  a  morsel  of  breed  with  joye  than 
an  hons  i\il  of  delyces,  with  chydinge,' 
seith  Salomon.  /  Seint  Paol  seith  :  *  O 
ye  wommen,  be  ye  snbgetes  to  yonre 
honsbondes  as  bihoveth  in  god  ;  and  ye 
men,  loveth  yonre  wyves.'  Ad  CcHotaentet^ 
tertio.  I  (5O0) 

§  48.  Afterward  speke  we  of  scominge, 
which  is  a  wikked  sinne ;  and  namely, 
whan  he  scometh  a  man  for  hise  godo 
werkes.  /  For  certes,  swiche  scomeres  635 
faren  lyk  the  fonle  tode,  that  may  nat 
endure  to  smelle  the  sote  savour  of  the 
vyne  whanne  it  florissheth.  /  Thise 
scomeres  been  parting  folawes  with  the 
devel ;  for  they  han  joye  whan  the  devel 
winneth,  and  sorwe  whan  ho  lescth.  / 
They  been  adversaries  of  Jesu  Crist ;  for 
they  haten  that  he  loveth,  that  is  to  sej-n, 
salvacion  of  soule.  / 

§  44.  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  confieil ; 
for  he  that  wikked  conseil  yeveth  is  a 
traytonr.  For  he  docejrveth  him  that 
trusteth  in  him,  ut  Achilq/el  ad  Ah$olonem. 
Bnt  natheless,  yet  is  his  wikked  conseil 
first  agayn  him-self.  /  For,  as  seith  the 
wyse  man,  every  fals  livingo  hath  tliis 
propertee  in  him-self,  that  he  that  wule 
anoye  another  man,  he  anoyeth  first 
him-self.  7  And  men  shul  nnderstonde,  640 
that  man  shal  nat  taken  his  conseil  of 
fals  folk,  ne  of  angry  folk,  or  grevons 
folk,  ue  of  folk  that  loven  specially  to 
mnchol  hir  owene  profit,  ne  to  mnche 
worldly  folk,  namely,  in  conseilinge  of 
soules.  / 

§  45.  Now  comth  the  sinne  of  hem  that 
sowen  and  maken  discord  amonges  f<»lk, 
which  is  a  sinne  that  Crist  hateth  outrely ; 
and  no  wonder  is.  For  he  deyde  for  to 
make  concunL  /  And  more  shame  do 
they  to  Crist,  than  dide  they  that  him 
crucifjrede;  for  gcnl  loveth  bettre,  that 
frendshipe  be  amonges  folk,  than  he  tliilo 
his  owene  body,  the  which  that  he  yaf 
for  unitee.  Therfore  been  they  lykneil 
to  the  devel,  that  evere  been  aboute  to 
maken  discord.  / 

§  46.  Now  comth  the  sinne  of  double 
tonge ;  swiche  as  speken  faire  bifom  folk. 
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and  wikkedly  bihindo ;  or  elles  they 
maken  semblant  as  though  they  spoke 
of  good  entenoioon,  or  elles  in  game  and 
pley,  and  3ret  they  speke  of  wikked 
(570)  entente.  / 

§  47.  Now  comth  biwreying  of  oonseilf 
thnrgh  which  a  man  is  defamed ;  oertes, 
645  nnnethe  may  he  restore  the  damage.  / 

Now  oomth  manace,  that  is  an  open 
folye;  for  he  that  ofte  manaoeth,  ho 
threteth  more  than  he  may  perfonme 
fal  ofte  tyme.  / 

Now  cometh  ydel  wordes,  that  is  with- 
onten  profit  of  him  that  speketh  tho 
wordes,  and  oek  of  him  that  herkneth 
tho  wordes.  Or  elles  ydel  wordes  been 
tho  that  been  nedelees,  or  with-onten 
entente  of  natnrel  profit.  /  And  al-be-it 
that  ydel  wordes  been  som  tyme  venial 
sinne,  yet  sholde  men  donten  hem ;  for 
we  shnl  yeve  rekeninge  of  hem  bifore 
grod./ 

Now  oomth  janglinge,  that  may  nat 
been  withonte  sinne.  And,  as  seith 
Salomon,  *  it  is  a  sinno  of  a]>ert  folye.'  / 
And  therfore  a  philosophre  seyde,  whan 
men  axed  him  how  that  men  sholde  plese 
the  peple;  and  he  answerde,  'do  many 
650  gode  werkes,  and  spek  fewe  jangles.'  / 

After  this  oomth  the  sinne  of  japeres, 
that  been  the  develes  apes;^for  they 
maken  folk  to  langhe  at  hir  japerie,  as 
folk  doon  at  the  gandes  of  an  ape.  Swiche 
japeres  defiendeth  seint  Paul./  Loke 
how  that  vertnonse  wordes  and  holy 
conforten  hem  that  traraillen  in  the 
service  of  Crist ;  right  so  conforten  the 
vileyns  wordes  and  knakkes  of  japeris 
hem  that  travaillen  in  the  service  of  the 
deveL/  Thise  been  the  sinnes  that  comen 
of  the  tonge,  thnt  comen  of  Ire  and  of 
othere  sinnes  mo.  / 

Sequitur  remedlnm  contra  peccatnm  Ire. 

§  48.  The  remedye    agayns    Ire    is    a 

vortn  that  men  olepen  Mansnetnde,  that 

is  Debonairetee  ;  and  eek  another  vertn, 

(580)  that  men  callen  Pacience  or  Snfi^nce.  / 

§  49.  Debonairetee  withdraweth  and 
refreyneth  the  stiringes  and  the  moe- 
\7nge8  of  mannes  corage  in  his  herte,  in 


swioh  manere  that  they  ne  skippe  nat 
out  by  angre  ne  by  Ire./  8a£&anee6£: 
snffreth  swetely  alio  the  ancyyannces  and 
the  wronges  that  men  doon  to  man  out- 
ward. /  Seint  Jerome  seith  thus  of 
debonairetee,  that  *  it  doth  noon  harm  to 
no  wight,  ne  seith;  ne  for  noon  harm 
that  men  doon  or  sejn,  he  ne  eschaoieUi 
nat  agi^yns  his  resovm.'/  This  vtita 
som*tyme  oomth  of  nature ;  for,  as  seith 
the  philosophre,  *  a  man  is  a  quik  thing, 
hy  nature  debonaire  and  tretable  to 
goodnesse  ;  but  whan  debonairetee  ii 
enformed  of  gracie,  thanne  is  it  the  moro 
worth.'  / 

§  60.  Paoienoe,  that  is  another  remedyt 
•gAyna  Ire,  is  a  vertn  that  soffirvth 
swetely  every  mannes  goodnesse,  and  is 
nat  wrooth  for  noon  harm  that  is  doon 
to  him./  The  philoeophre  seith,  tbst 
*  paoienoe  is  thilke  vertn  that  saf&etlk 
debonairely  alle  the  outrages  of  adver- 
sitee  and  every  wikked  word.*/  Thitdfo 
vertn  maketh  a  man  lyk  to  god,  and 
maketh  him  goddes  owene  dere  child,  is 
seith  Crist.  This  vertn  disoonfiteth  thyn 
enemy.  And  therfore  seith  the  wyM 
man,  *  if  thou  wolt  venquisse  thyn  enemy, 
leme  to  suffire.'  /  And  thou  sludt  under- 
stonde,  that  man  sufi&eth  foure  mantra 
of  grevanoes  in  outward  thinges,  agayns 
the  whiche  foure  he  moot  have  foon 
manere  of  pacienoes.  / 

§  61.  The  firsts  grevanoe  Is  of  wikkadt 
wordes ;  thilke  su£frede  Jesu  Crist  with- 
outen  gruoohing,  ful  paciently,  whan  the 
Jewes  despysed  and  reproved  him  Ail 
ofte./  Suffre  thou  therfore  paciently; 
for  the  wyse  man  seith :  *■  if  thou  stiyvB 
with  a  fool,  though  the  fool  be  wrooth  or 
though  he  laughe,  algate  thou  shalt  hate 
no  reste.'  /  That  other  grevanoe  outward  (50^ 
is  to  have  damage  of  thy  catel.  Ther* 
agayns  suffired  Crist  ttd  paciently,  v^aa 
he  was  deepoyled  of  al  that  he  hadd* 
in  this  lyf,  and  that  nas  but  hise  doChes.  /  (*>' 
The  thridde  grevance  is  a  man  to  have 
harm  in  his  body.  That  sniEred  Crii^t 
ful  i)aciently  in  al  his  passionn.  /  The 
fourthe  grevanoe  is  in  outrageous  labonr 
in  werkes.    Wherfore  I  seyo,  that  tctk 
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that  maken  hir  Mrrants  to  travaillen  to 
grevonaly,  or  out  of  tyme,  as  on  halydayos, 
■00th  ly  they  do  greet  ainne.  /  Heer- 
agayns  suffred  Crist  fal  paciently,  and 
tanghte  ns  pacience,  whan  he  bar  np-on 
his  blissed  shnlder  the  croys,  np-on  which 
he  sholde  gnifren  dospitoni  deeth.  /  Heer 
may  men  leme  to  be  paciont ;  for  certes, 
no|(ht  only  Cristen  men  been  pacient  for 
love  of  Jesn  Crist,  and  for  g:aerdonn  of 
the  blisfhl  lyf  that  is  perdnrable;  bat 
certea,  the  olde  payons,  that  novere  were 
Cristene,  commendodcn  and  nseden  the 
vertu  of  i>acience.  / 

§  62.  A  philosophre  np-on  a  tyme,  that 
woldo  have  beton  his  disciple  for  his  grete 
trespas,  for  which  he  was  greetly  amoeved, 

Syn  and  broghte  a  yorde  to  sconrfi^  the  child ;  / 
and  whan  this  child  sangh  the  yerde, 
he  seyde  to  his  maister,  *  what  thenke  ye 
to  do?'  *I  wol  boto  thee,'  qnod  the 
maister,  *  for  thy  correccion.'  /  *  For 
sothe/  qao<l  tho  child,  *yo  oghten  first 
correcte  yonre-self,  that  han  lost  al  yonre 
pacience  for  tho  gilt  of  a  child.'  /  '  For 
sothc,*  qnod  tho  maister  al  wepingo,  '  thon 
acyst  sooth;  have  thon  tho  yenle,  my 
dore  sono,  and  correoto  me  for  myn 
inpacience.*  /  Of  Pacience  comth  Obe- 
dience, thnrgh  which  a  man  is  oliedicnt 
to  Crist  an<l  to  alio  hem  to  whioho  he 

□o)  o^hte  to  been  obedient  in  Crist  /  And 
nnderstond  wol  that  obedience  is  perfit, 
whan  that  a  man  doth  gladly  and  hastily, 
with  good    herte    entierly,  al  that    he 

C>75  sholdo  do.  /  Obedience  generally,  is  to 
perfonme  tho  doctrine  of  go<l  and  of  his 
sovereyns,  to  whiche  him  oghte  to  ben 
obelsannt  in  alio  rightwysncsso.  / 

Seqnltur  de  Accidia. 
§  63.  After  the  sinnes  of  Envio  and  of 
Ire,  now  wol  I  spoken  of  the  sinno  of 
Accidie.  For  Envye  blindeth  tho  herto 
of  a  man,  and  Iro  tronbleth  a  man ;  and 
Accidie  makcth  him  hevy,  thhghtftil,  and 
-wrawe.  /  Envye  and  Ire  maken  bitter- 
nesse  in  herto;  -vthich  bittemesso  is 
moder  of  Accidie,  and  Innimeth  him  the 
love  of  alle  goodncase.  Thanne  is  Accidie 
the  angniih  of  a  trouble  herte ;  andsoint 


Angnstin  seith  i  *  it  is  anoy  of  goodnesso 
and  joye  of  harm*  /  Certes,  this  is  a 
dampnable  sinne ;  for  it  doth  wrong  to 
Jesn  Crist,  in-as-mncho  as  it  binimetli 
the  service  that  men  oghto  doon  to  Crist 
with  alle  diligence,  as  soith  Salomon.  / 
But  Accidie  dooth  no  swich  diligence; 
ho  dooth  alle  thing  with  nnoy,  and  with 
wrawnesse,  slaknesse,  and  oxcnsacionn, 
and  with  ydelnesseand  nnlnst ;  for  which 
the  book  seith :  *  acnrsod  be  he  thnt  doth 
the  service  of  god  necligontly.'  /  Thanno  68f» 
is  Accidie  enemy  to  everich  ostaat  of  man ; 
for  certes,  the  estaat  of  man  is  in  threo 
maneres.  /  Onther  it  is  th'estaat  of  inno- 
cence, as  was  th*estaat  of  Adam  bifom 
that  he  ill  into  sinne ;  in  which  estaat 
he  wnB  holdcn  to  wirche,  as  in  heryingo 
and  adonringe  of  god.  /  Another  estaat 
is  the  estaat  of  sinful  men,  in  which 
estaat  men  been  holden  to  laboure  in 
preyinge  to  god  for  amendement  of  hir 
sinnes,  and  that  lie  wole  grannte  hem  to 
ar>'8en  out  of  hir  sinnes.  /  Another 
estaat  is  th'estaat  of  grace,  in  which 
ostaat  he  is  holden  to  werkes  of  ]>enitence ; 
and  certes,  to  alle  thiso  tliinges  is  Accidio 
enemy  and  contrario.  For  he  loveth  no 
bisinesse  at  al.  /  Now  certes,  this  foulc  (^»o) 
sinno  Accidie  is  oek  a  fVil  greet  enemy 
to  the  lyflode  of  the  body ;  for  it  ne  hath 
no  purveannco  ngajm  tom]v>relnecessitec ; 
for  it  forsleweth  and  foralnggeth,  nn<l 
destro^'cth  alle  goodes  temxwreles  by 
roccholeesnesse.  /  ,  6.*'5 

§  54.  The  fonrthethinge  is,  that  Accidio 
is  lyk  to  hem  that  been  in  tho  peyno  of 
belle,  by-cause  of  hir  sloutho  an<l  of  hir 
hcvinesso;  for  they  that  been  dampned 
been  so  boundo,  that  they  ne  may  neither 
wol  do  ne  wol  thinke.  /  Of  Accidio  comth 
first,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  and  encombnnl 
for  to  doon  any  gooflnesse,  and  makoth 
that  go<l  hath  abhominacifm  of  swich 
Accidio,  as  seith  seint  Johan.  / 

§  55.  Now  comth  Slouthe,  that  wol  nat 
suiTro  noon  hardnosso  ne  no  penaunco. 
For  soothly,  Sloutho  is  so  tend  re,  and  so 
delicat,  as  seith  Salomon,  that  ho  wol 
nat  suffro  noon  hardncsse  no  penaunco, 
and  therfora  ha  ahendeth  al   that   ho 


to  Kiiiiio,  liirn  tliinlictli  it  is  so  fpni't  n: 
i'liitirvse  fur  to  unil«>rtake  to  i.Um»ii  worko 
of  pfooilncsso,  /  and  <>astoth  in  his  liort. 
tliut  the  (*ircnmstmin<-(;s  of  pKvliusst 
lit'on  so  grovonso  nnd  »•  churjr<*Jiunt  foi 
to  sufl'ro,  that  h«>  dar  nat  iniiloi-tako  t<: 
<Io  AwrkcR  of  goo<lncss4',  as  soith  soiiit 
Itrffrorie.  / 

fl  *!(}.  Now  r4imth  wnnhopo.  that  is  ilc- 
sjM'Ir  of  tho  mercy  nf  i^mI,  that  conith 
HtiatyriK.'  of  to  uinche  outragooiLS  s«.>rwo, 
and  soiiitynie  of  to  nniclio  dn.ilc  :  iinu^iii- 
innrc  that  ho  hath  drKin  so  luurho  siniie, 
that  it  vrol  luit  availlon  him.  thou^^h  lie 
M'ohio  roi>onteii  Iiim  and  forsaki*  siiino  :/ 
thur(;h  which  dfsix'ir  or  driMlo  Iiu  ahaiiii- 
(hinc'th  al  his  herto  tt>  every  mani>r  siniio, 
{f^>2o)  ws  seith  seint  Ancnistin.  /  AVhirh  danii>- 
nahlc  siniu',  if  that  it  oonthine  un-to  It  is 
695  t>nde,  it  is  (deiN'd  sinning  in  the  holy  ^>st./ 
This  horrihh'  sinno  is  so  )K>riloiis,  that  he 
that  is  <h'SiM'in'd,  thor  nis  n<i  ftdonye  no 
no  sinna  that  he  doutetli  for  to  do;  as 
8lio\%-f«l  wfl  by  .Judas.  /  CVrtes,  aU»veii 
alio  sinues  thanne  is  this  sinne  most 
displcsant  to  Crist,  and  most  ndvorsario.  / 
S<Ktthly,  ho  that  desiK'iroth  him  is  lyk  the 
ccward  chnmiiit»nn  r4>oreant,  that  soith 
crc'ant  withonte  iicdc.  Alias!  aUas ! 
nedidos  is  lie  i-ecreant  and  m-ileh-s  dt-  I 
speired.  /  (Vrtos.  tlie  mrn-y  «>f  pnl  is  ■ 
everc   reily   to   overv    nen  !♦*"■* 
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(640)  syde.  I  This  ydelnease  is  the  thnrrok  oi 
alle  wikked  and  vileyns  thoghtes,  and  of 
715  alle  jangles,  trofles,  and  of  alle  ordnre.  / 
Certes,  the  hevene  is  yeven  to  hem  that 
wol  labonren,  and  nat  to  ydel  folk.  Eek 
David  seith :  that  *  they  ne  been  nat  in 
the  labour  of  men,  ne  they  shol  nat  been 
whipx)ed  -with  men,'  that  is  to  seyn,  in 
porgatorie.  /  Certes,  thanne  semeth  it, 
they  shnl  be  tormented  with  the  devel 
in  helle,  bnt-if  they  doon  penitence.  / 

§  58.  Thanne  oomth  the  sinne  that 
men  clepen  Tarditas^  as  -whan  a  man  is 
to  latrede  or  taxyinge,  er  he  -wole  tome 
to  gcd ;  and  certes,  that  is  a  greet  folye. 
He  is  lyk  to  him  that  falleth  in  the  dioh, 
and  -wrol  nat  aryse.  /  And  this  -vyce 
comth  of  a  fals  hope,  that  he  thinketh 
that  he  shal  live  longe;  but  that  hope 
faileth  fnl  ofte.  / 

§  59.  Thanne  comth  Lachesse ;  that  is 
he,  that  whan  he  biginneth  any  good 
werk,  anon  he  shal  forleten  it  and  stinten ; 
as  doon  they  that  han  any  -wight  to 
goveme,  and  ne  taken  of  him  na-more 
kepe,  anon  as  they  finden  any  oontrarie 
730  or  any  anoy.  /  Thise  been  the  ne-we 
shepherdes,  that  leten  hir  sheep  -witingly 
go  renne  to  the  wolf  that  is  in  the  breres, 
or  do  no  fors  of  hir  owene  govemannoe.  / 
Of  this  oomth  poverte  and  destmccionn, 
bothe  of  spiritnel  and  temporel  thinges. 
Thanne  comth  a  manere  ooldnesse,  that 
freseth  al  the  herte  of  man.  /  Thanne 
oomth  nndevocionn,  tiiorgh  which  a  man 
is  so  blent,  as  seith  seint  Bernard,  and 
hath  swiohe  langoar  in  sonle,  that  he 
may  neither  rede  ne  singe  in  holy  chirohe, 
ne  here  ne  thinke  of  no  devocioon,  ne 
travaille  -with  hise  handes  in  no  good 
-werk,  that  it  nis  him  unsavory  and  al 
apalled.  /  Thanne  -wexeth  he  slow  and 
slombry,  and  sone  wol  be  wrooth,  and 

((^i>)  sone  is  enoljmed  to  hate  and  to  envye.  / 
Thanne  oomth  the  sinne  of -worldly  sorwe, 
swich  as  is  oleped  irigtida^  that  sleeth 
jiS  man,  as  seint  Paul  seith.  /  For  certes, 
swich  sorwe  -werketh  to  the  deeth  of 
the  soule  and  of  the  body  also ;  for  ther> 
of  oomth,  that  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his 
owene  lyf./   Wherfore  swich  sorwe  short- 


eth  ful  ofte  the  lyf  of  a  man,  er  that  his 
tyme  be  come  by  wey  of  kinde.  / 

Remedium  contra  peccatnm  Accidie. 

§  60.  Agayns  this  horrible  sinne  of 
Accidie,  and  the  branches  of  the  same, 
ther  is  a  vertu  that  is  called  Fortitudo 
or  Strengthe;  that  is,  an  affeccioun 
thurgh  which  a  man  despyseth  anoyous 
thinges.  /  This  vertu  is  so  mighty  and 
so  vigorous,  that  it  dar  withstonde 
mightily  and  wysely  kepen  him-self  fro 
I>erils  that  been  wikked,  and  wrastle 
agayn  the  assautes  of  the  deveL  /  For  it 
enhaunceth  and  enforceth  the  soule,  right 
as  Accidie  abateth  it  and  maketh  it 
feble.  For  this  Fortitudo  may  endure  by 
long  suffraunce  the  travaUles  that  been 
oovenable.  /  730 

§  61.  This  vertu  hath  manye  speces ; 
and  the  firste  is  cleped  Magnanimitee, 
that  is  to  se3m,  greet  corage.  For  certes, 
ther  bihoveth  greet  corage  agains  Accidie, 
lest  that  it  ne  swolwe  the  soule  by  the 
sinne  of  sorwe,  or  destroye  it  by  wan- 
hope.  /  This  vertu  maketh  folk  to  under- 
take  harde  thinges  and  grevouse  thinges, 
by  hir  owene  -wil,  -wysely  and  resonably./ 
And  for  as  muchel  as  the  devel  fighteth 
agayns  a  man  more  by  queyntise  and  by 
sleighte  than  by  strengthe,  therfore  men 
shal  -withstonden  him  by  wit  and  by 
resoun  and  by  discrecioun.  /  Thanne  am 
ther  the  vertues  of  feith,  and  hope  in  god 
and  in  hise  seintes,  to  aoheve  and 
acomplice  the  gode  werkes  in  the  whiohe 
he  purposeth  fermely  to  continue.  /  (660) 
Thanne  comth  seuretee  or  sikemesse; 
and  that  is,  whan  a  man  ne  douteth  no 
travaille  in  tyme  cominge  of  the  gode 
werkes  that  a  man  hath  bigonne.  /  755 
Thanne  comth  Magnificence,  that  is  to 
seyn,  whan  a  man  dooth  and  perfoumeth 
grete  werkes  of  goodnesse  that  he  hath 
bigonne ;  and  that  is  the  ende  why  that 
men  sholde  do  gode  werkes ;  for  in  the 
acomplissinge  of  grete  goode  werkes  lyth 
the  grete  guerdoun./  Thanne  is  ther 
C!onstaunce,  that  is,  stablenesse  of  corage ; 
and  this  sholde  been  in  herte  by  stedefast 
feith,  and  in  mouth,  and  in  beringe,  and 
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in  chere  &nd  in  dede.  /  Eke  tber  been 
mo  speciale  remedies  agains  Accidie,  in 
diverse  workes,  and  in  consideracionn  of 
the  peynes  of  helle,  and  of  the  joyes  of 
hevenCf  and  in  trust  of  the  grace  of  the 
holy  goost,  that  wole  yeve  him  might  to 
perfoome  his  gode  entente.  / 

Sequitnr  de  Aoarlcia. 
§  62.  Aiter  Accidie  wol  I  speke  of 
Avarice  and  of  Cktveitise,  of  which  sinne 
seith  seint  Faole,  that  *  the  rote  of  alle 
harmea  is  Ck>veitise* :  Ad  Timotheumj  texto 
capitulo.  I  For  sooth  ly,  whan  the  herte 
of  a  man  is  confounded  in  it-self  and 
troubled,  and  that  the  soule  hath  lost  the 
confort  of  gnd,  thanne  seketh  he  an  ydel 
740  solas  of  worldly  thinges.  / 

§  68.  Avarice,  after  the  descripoion  of 
seint  Aogostin,  is  likeronsnesse  in  herte 
to  have  erthely  thinges.  /  Som  other 
folk  sejm,  that  Avarice  is,  for  to  por- 
chacen  manye  erthely  thinges,  and  no- 
thing yeve  to  hem  that  han  nede.  /  And 
nnderstond,  that  Avarice  ne  stant  nat 
only  in  lond  ne  catel,  bat  somtyme  in 
science  and  in  glorie,  and  in  every  manere 
of  outrageous  thing  is  Avarice  and 
Coveitise.  /  And  the  difference  bitwixe 
Avarice  and  Coveitise  is  this.  Coveitise 
is  for  to  coveite  swiche  thinges  as  thou 
hast  nat ;  and  Avarice  is  for  to  withholde 
and  kepe  swiche  thinges  as  thou  hast, 
CSjo)  with-oute  rightful  nede.  /  Soothly,  this 
Avarice  is  a  sinne  that  is  ful  dampnable ; 
for  al  holy  writ  curseth  it,  and  speketh 
ogayns  that  vyce ;  for  it  dooth  wrong  to 
745  Jesu  Crist.  /  For  it  bireveth  him  the 
love  that  men  to  him  owen,  and  tumeth 
it  bakward  agayns  alio  resoun ;  /  and 
maketh  that  the  avaricious  man  hath 
more  hope  in  his  catel  than  in  Jesu  Crist, 
and  dooth  more  observance  in  kepinge  of 
his  tresor  than  he  dooth  to  service  of 
Jesu  Crist.  /  And  therfore  seith  seint 
Paul  ad  EpheHot^  gutnto,  that  'an 
avaricious  man  is  in  the  thraldom  of 
ydolatrie.'  / 

§  64.  What  difference  is  bitwixe  an 
ydolastre  and  an  avaricious  man,  but 
that  an  ydolastre,  per  aventure,  ne  hath 


but  o  mawmet  or  two,  and  the  avaricioos 
man  hath  manye?  For  certes,  every 
florin  in  his  oofre  is  his  mawmet.  /  And 
oertes,  the  sinne  of  Mawmetiye  is  the 
flrste  thing  that  Ood  deffended  in  the  ten 
oomaundments,  as  bereth  witnMse  Exodl 
capitulo  oaP :  /  '  Thou  shalt  have  no  fiUst  T^ 
goddes  bifore  me,  ne  thou  shalt  make 
to  thee  no  grave  thing.'  Thus  is  an 
avaricious  man,  that  loveth  his  tresnr 
bifom  god,  an  ydolastre,  /  thurgh  this 
cursed  sinne  of  Avarice.  Of  Cov«ti« 
oomen  thise  harde  lordshipes,  thurgfa 
whiche  men  been  distreyned  by  tailages. 
custumes,  and  cariages,  more  than  bir 
duetee  or  resoun  is.  And  eek  they  takra 
of  hir  bonde>men  amerciments,  whiche 
mighten  more  resonaUy  ben  eleped 
extoroions  than  amerciments.  /  Of  whiche 
amerciments  and  raunsoninge  of  bonde- 
men,  sonmie  lordes  stywardes  s^yn,  that 
it  is  rightful;  for-as-muche  as  a  ch^ 
hath  no  temporel  thing  that  it  ne  it  hii 
lordes,  as  they  seyn.  /  But  certes,  thiat 
lordshipes  doon  wrong,  that  bireven  hir 
bonde-folk  thinges  that  they  nevere  jave 
hem :  AuguMinus  de  CivitaU,  libro  wmo.  j  i'M 
Sooth  is,  that  the  condicioun  of  thnddom 
and  the  flrste  cause  of  thraldom  is  for 
sinne ;  OenesU,  quinto.  /  7r 

§  66.  Thus  may  ye  seen  that  the  gilt 
disserveth  thraldom,  but  nat  nature./ 
Wherfore  thise  lordes  ne  sholde  nat 
muche  glorifyen  hem  in  hir  lordshipes. 
sith  that  by  naturel  oondioion  they  been 
nat  lordes  of  thralles;  but  for  that 
thraldom  comth  flrst  by  the  desert  td 
sinne.  /  And  forther-over,  ther^as  the 
lawe  seith,  that  temporel  godee  of  bonde- 
folk  been  the  godes  of  hir  lordshipes,  je, 
that  is  for  to  understonde,  the  godes  of 
the  emperour,  to  deffenden  hem  in  hir 
right,  but  nat  for  to  robben  hem  ne  remi 
hem.  /  And  therfore  seith  Seneca : '  thy 
prudence  sholde  live  benignely  with  thj 
thralles.'  /  Thilke  that  thou  depesl  thjr 
thralles  been  goddes  peple ;  for  humUe 
folk  been  Cristes  f^reendes;  they  been 
contubemial  with  the  lord.  / 

§  66.  Think  eek,  that  of  swioh  seed  ai 
oherles  qiringeth,  of  swioh  seed  ^E^nng^ 
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lordes.  Am  wcl  may  the  cherl  bo  saved  as 
the  lord.  /  The  same  deeth  that  takoth 
the  cherl,  swich  deeth  taketh  the  lord. 
Wherfore  I  rede,  do  right  so  with  thy 
cherl,  as  thou  woldest  that  thy  lord  dide 
with  thee,  if  thou  wore  in  his  plyt./  Every 
■inful  man  is  a  cherl  to  sinne.  I  rode 
thee,  certcs,  that  thou,  lord,  werke  in 
swiche  wyse  with  thy  cherles,  that  they 
rather  love  thee  than  dredo.  /  I  woot  wol 
ther  is  defpree  above  degree,  as  reson  is ; 
and  skile  it  is,  that  men  do  hir  devoir 
ther^is  it  is  dae;  bat  certes,  extorcions 
and  despit  of  youre  onderlinges  is  damp- 
jo)  nable.  / 

§  G7.  And  forther-over  nndorstond  wel, 
that  thiso  conquoroars  or  tirannts  makcn 
fol  ofto  thrallos  of  hem,  that  been  bom  of 
as  royal  blood  as  been  they  that  horn 
fCs  conquoren./      This    name  of   thraldom 
waa  novere  erst  conth,  til  tlukt  Noe  seyde, 
that  his  sone  Canaan  sholde  be  thral  to 
hise   brethercn    for   his  sinne.  /     What 
seye  wo  thanno  of  hem  that  jiilen  and 
doon  extorcions  to  holy  chircho  ?    Certes, 
the    swcrd,    that    men    yevcn    first    to 
a  knight  whan  he  is  newe  dabbed,  signi- 
f^'eth    that    ho    sholdo    deffenden    holy 
chircho,  and  nat  robben  it  ne  pilon  it; 
and  who  so  dooth,  is  traitoar  to  Crist.  / 
And,  as  soith  scint  Angastin,  *  they  been 
the  dovelos  wolves,  that  stranglen  the 
sheep  of  Jesa  Crist ' ;    and  doon  worse 
than   wolves.  /     For  sootlily,  whan  the 
wolf  hath  fal  his  wombc,  ho  stiiitcth  to 
strangle  sheep.     Bat  soothly,  the  piloars 
and  destroyoars  of  goddcs  holy  chirche 
ne  do  nat  so ;  for  they  ne  stinte  ucvere  to 
pile.  /    Now,  as  I  have  seyd,  sith  so  is 
that  sinne  was  first  caase  of  thraldom, 
thanne  is  it  thns ;  that  thilke  tjino  that 
al  this  world  was  in  sinne,  thanne  was  al 
jyo  this  world  in  thraldom  and  sabjeccionn./ 
But  certes,  sith  the  t^none  of  grace  cam, 
l^od  ordeyned  that  som  folk  slioldo  be 
XDor«  heigh  in  estaat  and  in  degree,  and 
•om  folk  more  lowe,  and  that  everich 
sholde  be  served  in  hia  estaat  and  in  his 
degree.  /    And  thcrfore,  in  somme  con- 
trees  thar  they  byen  thralles,  whan  they 
ban  turned  hem  to  the  feith,  they  maken 


hir  thralles  free  oat  of  thraldom.     And 
thorforo,  certes,  the  lord  oweth  to  his 
man  that  the  man  owetli  to  his  lord.  / 
The  Poi)o  oalloth  him-self  servant  of  the 
servaants  of  god ;   bat  for-os-mache  as 
the  estaat  of  holy  chirche  ne  mightc  nut 
han  be,  ne  the  commane  profit  mighte 
nat  han  be  kept,  no  pecs  and  rcsto  in 
erthe,  bat-if  god  hadde  ordc>'ned  that 
som  men  hadde  hyer  degree  and    som 
men  lower :  /  thorforo  was  sovereyntco 
ordeyned    to  kepe    and    mayntene  and 
deffenden  hir  underlinges  or  hir  sal»g<'t3 
in  resoan,  as  ferforth  as  it  lyth  in  hir 
power;    and  nat  to  destro^'ou  hem   ne 
confoando.  /  Wherfore  I  seye,  that  thilke  {jiyn) 
lordes  that  been  lyk  wolves,  that  devoanai 
the  poesessioans  ur  the  catel  of  povro  folk 
wrongfully,  with-oaten  mercy  or  mesuro,  /  775 
they  shal  roce3rven  by  the  same  mesare 
that  they  han  mesared  to  xwvre  folk  the 
mercy  of  Jesa  Crist,  bat-if  it  be  amended.  / 
Now  comth  deoeite  bitwixo  marchant  and 
marchant.    And  thow  shalt  anderstonde, 
that  jnarchandyse  is  in   two  mancres; 
that  oon   is    botlily,   and   that  other  is 
goostly.     That  oon  is  honesto  and  leveful, 
and  that  other  is  deshoneste  and  nnleve- 
fol.  /   Of  thilke  bo<li1y  marchandyse,  that 
is  lovefal  and  honoste,  is  this ;  that,  there- 
os  god  hath  ordeyned  that  a  regno  or 
a  contreo  is  sufHsaant  t4>  him-si>lf,  thanno 
is  it  honeste  and  levofal,  that  of  Imbnn- 
daanco  of  this  contree,  that  men  helixi 
another  contree  that  is  more  nedy.  /  And 
therfore,  ther  mote  been  marchaiits  to 
bringen  fro  that  o  contree  to  that  «ither 
liiro   marchand>-ses.  /    That  other  mar- 
chandiso,  that  men  haanten  with  fniude 
and  trccherie  and  decoito,  with  lesinges 
and  false  othes,  is  carsod  and  tlampnable.  /  jStj 
Kspiritael  marchand>'So  is  proprely  Sy- 
monye,  that  is,  ontentif  de^'r  to  byon 
thing    espiritael,    that    is,    thing    that 
aperteneth  to  the  scintaario  of  go<l  and  to 
care  of  the  soale.  /    This  dosyr,  if  so  be 
that  a  man  do  his  diligence  to  parfoumen 
it,  al-be-it  that  his  de«yr  ne  take  noon 
effect,  yet  is  it  to  him  a  deodly  sinne ; 
and  if  he  be  ordred,  he  is  irregaler.  / 
Certes,   Symonye   is   doped    of  Sjrmon 
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Magng,  that  wolde  han  boght,  for  tem- 
porel  catel,  the  yifto  that  god  hadUe 
yeven,  by  the  holy  gooet,  to  eeint  Peter 
and  to  the  apoetlea.  /  And  therfore 
understond,  that  bothe  he  that  selleth 
and  he  that  byeth  thinges  eipiritaels, 
been  deped  Symonials ;  be  it  by  oatel,  be 
it  by  proooringe,  or  by  fleshly  preyere 
of  hise  freendes,  fleshly  freendes,  or 
(710)  espiritnel  freendes.  /  Fleshly,  in  two 
maneres ;  as  hy  kinrede  or  othere  freendes. 
Soothlyf  if  they  praye  for  him  that  is  nat 
worthy  and  able,  it  is  Symonye  if  he  take 
the  benefice ;  and  if  he  be  worthy  and 

785  able,  ther  nis  noon.  /  That  other  manere 
is,  whan  a  man  or  womman  preyen  for 
folk  to  avaoncen  hem,  only  for  wikked 
fleshly  afieocionn  that  they  have  nn-to 
the  persone ;  and  that  is  fool  Sjrmonye.  / 
Bnt  oertes,  in  service,  for  which  men 
yeven  thinges  espiritnels  nn-to  hir 
servants,  it  moot  been  nnderatonde  that 
the  service  moot  been  honeste,  and  elles 
nat ;  and  eek  that  it  be  with-onten  bar- 
gayninge,  and  that  the  persone  be  able.  / 
For,  as  seith  seint  Damasie,  'alle  the 
sinnes  of  the  world,  at  regard  of  this 
sinne,  am  as  thing  of  noght  * ;  for  it  is 
the  gretteste  sinne  that  may  be,  after  the 
sinne  of  Lucifer  and  Antecrist.  /  For, 
by  this  sinne,  god  forleseth  the  chirche, 
and  the  sonle  that  he  boghte  with  his 
precions  blood,  by  hem  that  yeven 
chirches  to  hem  that  been  nat  digne.  / 
For  they  putten  in  theves,  that  stelen  the 
scales  of  Jesn  Christ  and  destroyen  his 

790  patrimoine.  /  By  swiche  nndigne  preestes 
and  curates  han  lewed  men  the  lasse 
reverence  of  the  sacraments  of  holy 
chirche  ;  and  swiche  yeveres  of  chirches 
putten  out  the  children  of  Crist,  and 
pntten  in-to  the  chirche  the  develes  owene 
sone.  /  They  sellen  the  soules  that 
lambes  sholde  kepen  to  the  wolf  that 
strangleth  hem.  And  therfore  shul  they 
nevere  han  part  of  the  pasture  of  lambes, 
that  is,  the  blisse  of  hevene.  /  Now 
oomth  hasardrye  with  hise  apnrtenaunces, 
as  tables  and  rafles;  of  which  comth 
deceite,  false  othes,  chydinges,  and  alle 
ravines,  blaspheminge  and  reneyinge  of 


god,  and  hate  of  hise  neighebores,  wast  of 
godes,  misspendinge  of  tyme,  and  som- 
tyme  manslanghtre.  /  Certes,  hasardoun 
ne  mowe  nat  been  with-oaten  greet  sinne 
whyles  they  haunte  that  craft  /  Of(7»' 
avarice  oomen  eek  leeinges,  thefte,  ifh 
witnesse,  and  fttlse  othes.  And  ye  shnl 
understonde  that  thise  been  grete  sinnes, 
and  expres  agayn  the  comaundemeats  oi 
god,  as  I  have  seyd.  /  Fisls  witnesse  19  in  795 
word  Mid  eek  in  dede.  In  word,  as  for  to 
bireve  thy  neighebores  goode  name  Y/y 
thy  fals  witnessing,  or  bireven  him  hto 
catel  or  his  heritage  by  thy  fids  witness* 
ing ;  whan  thou,  for  ire  or  for  mede,  or 
for  onvye,  berest  fals  witnesse,  or  aocvsesi 
him  or  excnsest  him  by  thy  fals  witnesse, 
or  elles  excnsest  thy-self  falsly.  /  Wars 
yow,  qnestemongeres  and  notaries !  Certes, 
for  fals  witnessing  was  Susanna  in  fnl 
gret  sorwe  and  peyne,  and  many  anothtf 
mo.  /  The  sinne  of  thefte  is  eek  expres 
agayns  goddes  heste,  and  that  in  two 
maneres,  oorporel  and  espiritueL  /  C(«^ 
porel,  as  for  to  take  thy  neighebores  eatel 
agayn  hih  wil,  be  it  by  force  or  by  sleigbte, 
be  it  by  met  or  by  mesnre.  /  By  steliof 
eek  of  false  enditements  upon  him,  and 
in  borwinge  of  thy  neighebores  catel  in 
entente  nevere  to  pmyen  it  agayn,  and 
semblable  thinges.  /  Espirituel  thefle  is  to 
Sacrilege,  that  is  to  seyn,  hurtinge  of  holy 
thinges,  or  of  thinges  sacred  to  Crist,  in 
two  maneres ;  by  reson  of  the  holy  place, 
as  chirches  or  chirohe-haw^  /  for  which 
every  vileyns  sinne  that  men  doon  in 
swiche  places  may  be  deped  sacrilege,  or 
every  violence  in  the  semUable  places. 
Also,  they  that  withdrawen  falsly  the 
rightes  that  longen  to  holy  chirche./ 
And  pleynly  and  generally,  sacrilege  is  to 
reven  holy  thing  firo  holy  place,  or  nn* 
holy  thing  out  of  holy  plaoe,  or  holy  thing 
out  of  unholy  place.  / 

Relevado  contra  peccattim  Avarlda. 

§  66.  Kow  shul  ye  undentonde,  that 
the  relevinge  of  Avarice  is  miserioordet 
and  pitee  largely  taken.  And  men 
mighten  axe,  why  that  miserioorde  and 
pitee  is  relevinge  of  Avarice?  /    Certes,  [IP 
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the  avariciooB  man  showeth  no  pitee  no 
mitericorde  to  the  nedeftil  man ;  for  he 
deljteth  him  in  the  kepingfo  of  his  tresor, 
and  nat  in  the  rescowinge  ne  rclcvinge  of 
his  evene-cristene.    And  therfore  epeke 

^  I  first  of  misericorde.  /  Thanne  is  miser- 
ioorde,  as  seith  the  philosophre,  a  vertn, 
by  which  the  corage  of  man  is  stired 
by  the  misese  of  him  that  is  misesed.  / 
Up-on  which  misericorde  folweth  pitee, 
in  parfoamin^  of  charitable  werkes  of 
misericorde.  /  And  certes,  thise  thingos 
moovcn  a  man  to  misericorde  of  Josn 
Crist,  that  he  yaf  him-solf  for  onro  (filt, 
and  snffred  dceth  for  misericorde,  and 
forgnf  ns  onre  originate  sinnes ;  /  and 
therhy  rolcssed  ns  fro  the  peynes  of  hellc, 
and  amennsed  the  pe>*nGS  of  porgatorie 
hy  penitence,  and  yoveth  grace  wel  to  do, 
and  atte  Uste  the  blisse  of  hevone.  /  The 
■peoes  of  misericorde  been,  as  for  to  lene 
and  for  to  yeve  and  to  foiyeven  and 
rolesBo,  and  for  to  ban  pitee  in  herte,  and 
compassionn  of  the  mcschicf  of  his  evene- 
cristene,  and  eek  to  chastyse  there  as 

lio  nede  is.  /  Another  manere  of  rcme<lio 
nguyns  Avarice  is  resonable  largesse ;  but 
■oothly,  here  bihovcth  the  considcracionn 
of  the  grace  of  Jesu  Crist,  and  of  hise 
tomporel  goodes,  and  eek  of  the  godes 
perdarables  that  Crist  3raf  to  ns ;  /  and 
to  han  remembrance  of  the  decth  that  he 
ahal  rcceyve,  he  noot  whanne,  where,  ne 
how ;  and  eek  that  he  shal  forgon  al  that 
he  hath,  save  only  that  he  hath  desponded 
in  gode  werkes.  / 

§  G9.  But  for-as-mnche  as  som  folk  been 
nnmecnrable,  men  oghten  cschne  fool- 
largesse,  that  men  clcpen  wast.  /  Cortes, 
he  that  is  fool-large  ne  yoveth  nat  his 
catel,  but  he  leseth  his  cateL  S<N>thly, 
what  thing  that  he  yoveth  for  veyne 
glorie,  as  to  minstrals  and  to  folk,  for  to 
beren  his  renoun  in  the  world,  he  hath 

|o)  sinne  ther-of  and  noon  almesse.  /  Cortes, 
he  leseth  fonle  his  good,  that  ne  sckcth 
with  the  3rifte  of  his  good  no>thing  but 

1 15  Binne.  /  He  is  lyk  to  an  hors  that  scketh 
zmthar  to  drinken  drovy  or  trouble  water 
tlian  for  to  drinken  water  of  the  clera 
irella,/  Andfor-as-mnohelas  theyyeven 


ther  as  they  sliolde  nat  3revon,  to  hem 
a^iertenoth  thilko  malisoun  that  Crist 
shal  yeven  at  the  day  of  dome  to  hem 
that  shullen  been  dampned.  / 

Sequitur  de  Gala. 

§  70.  After  Avarice  comth  Glotonyo, 
which  is  expres  eek  agayn  the  comande- 
ment  of  god.  Qlotonye  is  unmesurablo 
appet^'t  to  ete  or  to  drinke,  or  olios  to 
doon  y-nogh  to  the  unmesurablo  appotyt 
and  desordoynee  coveityse  to  eten  or  to 
drinke.  /  This  sinne  corrumped  al  this 
world,  as  is  wel  showed  in  the  sinno  of 
Adam  and  of  Eve.  Loke  eek,  what  seith 
seint  Paul  of  Glotonyo.  /  '  Manye,'  seith 
soint  Paul,  *  goon,  of  whiche  I  have  ofto 
sejil  to  yow,  and  now  I  seye  it  wepinge, 
that  they  been  the  onemys  of  the  cro>-s  of 
Crist ;  of  whiche  the  ende  is  deeth,  and 
of  whiche  hir  wombe  is  hir  god,  and  hir 
glorie  in  ooniVisioun  of  hem  that  so 
savoron  erthely  thinges.*  /  He  that  is  Sx> 
usaunt  to  this  sinne  of  Olotonye,  he  no 
may  no  sinne  wlthstonde.  He  moot  been 
in  servago  of  alio  vyces,  for  it  is  the 
develes  herd  ther  he  hydeth  him  and 
restoth.  /  This  sinne  hath  manyo  spoces. 
The  firste  is  dronkenesse,  that  is  the 
horrible  sepulture  of  mannes  rcsoun  ;  and 
thcHbre,  wlian  a  man  is  dronken,  ho  hath 
lost  his  resoun  ;  and  this  is  deedly  sinne.  / 
But  sooth  ly,  whan  that  a  man  is  nat 
wont  to  strong  drinke,  and  peraventure 
no  knowoth  nat  the  strcngthe  of  the 
drinke,  or  hath  feblesso  in  his  hce<i,  or 
hath  travailed,  thurgh  which  ho  drinkoth 
the  more,  al  be  he  sode>'nly  caught  with 
drinke,  it  is  no  deedly  sinne,  but  veniaL  / 
The  seconde  spece  of  Qlotonye  is,  that 
tho  spirit  of  a  man  wexeth  al  trouble ;  for 
dronkenesse  Ivireveth  him  the  discrecioun 
of  his  wit.  /  The  thridde  spece  of  (750) 
Gli>tonye  is,  whan  a  man  devoureth  his 
mote,  and  hath  no  rightful  manere  of 
otingc.  /  The  fourthe  is  whan,  thurgh  825 
tho  grcte  habundaunco  of  his  mete,  the 
hum<mrs  in  his  body  been  destemprod.  / 
The  fiflhe  is,  foryetelnesse  by  to  muchel 
drinkinge;   for  which  womiytn^  a  man 
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foxyeteth  er  the  morwe  whitt  he  dide  At 
even  or  on  the  night  bifom.  / 

§  71.  In  other  manere  been  distinct 
the  speces  of  Olotonye,  after  eeint  Ore- 
gone.  The  firste  is,  for  to  ete  bifbm 
tjrme  to  ete.  The  seoonde  is,  whan  a  man 
get  him  to  delicat  mete  or  drinke.  /  The 
thridde  is,  whan  men  taken  to  mnche 
over  mesnre.  The  foorthe  is  ooriositee, 
with  greet  entente  to  maken  and  appa- 
raillen  his  mete.  The  fifthe  is,  for  to  eten 
to  gredily.  /  Thise  been  the  fyve  fingres 
of  the  develes  hand,  by  whiohe  he  draweth 
8jo  folk  to  sinne.  / 

Remedimn  contra  peccatnm  Gnle. 

§  72.  Agajms  Glotonye  is  the  remedie 
Abstinence,  as  seith  Qalien;  bnt  that 
holde  I  nat  meritorie,  if  he  do  it  only  for 
the  hele  of  his  body.  Beint  Angostin 
wole,  that  Abstinence  be  doon  for  vertn 
and  with  pacienoe.  /  Abstinence,  he 
seith,  is  litel  worth,  bnt-if  a  man  have 
good  wil  ther-to,  and  bnt  it  be  enforced 
l^  pacienoe  and  by  charitee,  and  that 
men  doon  it  for  godes  sake,  and  in  hope 
to  have  the  blisse  of  hevene.  / 

§  78.  The  felawes  of  Abstinence  been 
Attemperannoe,  that  holdeth  the  mene  in 
alle  thinges:  eek  Shame,  that  eschueth 
alle  deshonestee :  Snfflsanoe,  that  seketh 
no  riche  metes  ne  drinkes,  ne  dooth  no 
fbrs  of  to  ontrageoos  apparailinge  of 
mete.  /  Mesnre  also,  that  restreyneth  by 
resonn  the  deslavee  appetyt  of  etinge: 
Sobrenesse  also,  that  restreyneth  the 
(760)  outrage  of  drinke :  /  Sparinge  also,  that 
restreyneth  the  delioat  ese  to  sitte  longe 
at  his  mete  and  softely;  wherfore  som 
folk  stonden  of  hir  owene  wil,  to  eten  at 
835  the  lasse  l^yser.  / 

Seqnitiir  de  Lnxoria. 
§  74.  After  Glotonye,  thanne  comth 
Lecherie  ;  for  thise  two  sinnes  been  so  ny 
oosins,  that  ofte  tyme  they  wol  nat  de- 
parte.  /  God  woot,  this  sinne  ia  tol 
displesannt  thing  to  god;  for  he  seyde 
himself,  *  do  no  lecherie.'  And  therfore 
he  pntte  grete  peynes  agayns  this  sinne 
in  the  olde  lawe./  Ifwommanthralwere 


taken  in  this  sinne,  she  sholde  be  betea 
with  staves  to  the  deeth.  And  if  she 
were  a  gentil  womman,  she  sholde  be 
sla3m  with  stones.  And  if  Ae  were 
a  bisshoppes  doghter,  die  sholde  been 
brent,  hy  goddes  oomandemenl  /  For^ 
ther  over,  by  the  sinne  of  Lecherie,  god 
dreynte  al  the  world  at  the  dUnge.  And 
after  that,  he  brente  fyve  citees  with 
thonder-leyt,  and  sank  hem  in>to  h«Ue.  / 
§  76.  Now  lat  ns  speke  thanne  of  thilke 
stinkinge  sinne  of  Lecherie  thai  mm 
olepe  Avoatrie  of  wedded  folk,  that  it  to 
se3m,  if  that  oon  of  hem  be  wedded,  or 
elles  bothe.  /  Seint  JcAm  seith,  thst  Sk 
avontiers  shnllen  been  in  helle  in  a  itenk 
brenninge  of  fyr  and  of  brimston ;  infyr, 
for  the  lecherie ;  in  brimston,  for  the 
stink  of  hir  ordnre.  /  Certee,  the  brekioKe 
of  this  saorement  is  an  horrible  thing; 
it  was  maked  of  god  him-self  in  paradjt, 
and  conformed  by  Jesn  Grist,  ai  wit* 
nesseth  seint  Mathew  in  the  gMpel: 
*  A  man  dial  lete  fiider  and  moder,  snd 
taken  him  to  his  wjrf,  and  they  11101160 
be  two  in  o  flesh.'  /  This  saorement  lii- 
tokneth  the  knittinge  togidre  of  drift 
and  of  holy  ohirehe.  /  And  nat  cmly 
that  god  forbad  avontrie  in  dede,  but  eA 
he  oomanded  that  thon  riioldest  sst 
ooveite  thy  neighebores  wyfl  /  In  ibis  i77^' 
heeste,  seith  seint  Angnstin,  is  Ibrboden 
alle  manere  coveitise  to  doon  lecherie. 
Lo  what  seith  seint  Mathew  in  the  gospel : 
that  *  who-so  seeth  a  womman  to  coveitiM 
of  his  Inst,  he  hath  doon  lecherie  with  hir 
in  his  herte.*  /  Here  may  ye  seen  thsi  &t5 
nat  only  the  dede  of  this  sinne  is  for* 
boden,  but  eek  the  de^yr  to  doon  thst 
sinne.  /  This  enrsed  sinne  anoyeth  gr»» 
vonsliohe  hem  that  it  hannten.  And  first, 
to  hir  sonle ;  for  he  oblygeth  it  to  oane 
and  to  p^yne  of  deeth  that  is  perdnr^ 
able./  Un-tothebodyanoyeihitgrevoasl7 
also,  for  it  dreyeth  him,  and  wasteth, 
and  shent  him,  and  of  hisUood  he  maketh 
saorifyoe  to  ^e  feend  of  helle ;  it  wasketh 
his  catel  and  his  snbstaianoe.  /  And 
oertes,  if  it  be  a  fool  thing,  a  man  to 
waste  his  catel  on  wommen,  y«t  is  it 
a  fonler  thing  whan  that,  for  swioh  ordwe, 
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wommen  digpenden  tip-on  men  bir  oatol 
and  sabstannce.  /  This  sinno,  na  soith 
the  prophete,  bireveth  man  and  womman 
hir  gode  fame,  and  al  bir  bonoar ;  and  it 
is  fnl  plcaaannt  to  tbe  dovel ;  for  tber-by 
winnotb  be  tbo  moste    partie    of   tbis 

p  world.  /  And  rigbt  a«  a  marcbant  de- 
Ijrtoth  bim  motlt  in  cbaffare  tbat  be  batb 
most  avantage  of,  rigbt  so  dclytotb  tbe 
fecBd  in  tbis  ordure.  / 

§  76.  Tbifl  is  that  other  hand  of  the 
dovel,  with  iyv%  flngros,  to  cacche  the 
pcple  io  liis  viloinyo.  /  Tbe  iirsto  finger 
\a  the  ftxd  lo(»kinge  of  the  f<x>l  womman 
and  of  the  fool  man,  that  slectb,  rigbt  a« 
tbo  Imsilicok  Bleotb  folk  by  the  vonim  of 
his  fiigbte ;  for  tbe  covcitiM  of  eyon  fol- 
woth  the  ooveitiso  of  the  borto.  /  Tbe 
leoonilo  ftnger  is  the  vilo>'n8  toncbinge  in 
ivikkede  manero;  and  tber-fore  scith 
Salomon,  tbat  who-so  toncbeth  and  liand- 
Intb  a  womman,  he  farcth  lyk  bim  tbat 
handleth  the  Bcorjiioan  that  stingeth  and 
sodeynly  slectb  thargh  his  enveniminge ; 
AS  who-so  toucboth  warm  pich,  it  shont 

io)  hisfingros./  The  thridde,  is  fonle  wordes, 
that  fareth  lyk  fyr,  tbat  rigbt  anon  bron- 

55  neth  the  berte.  /  Tlie  fonrthe  finger  is 
the  kissingo ;  and  trewel>'  he  were  a  greet 
fool  tliat  wolde  klsse  the  mouth  of  a  bren- 
ningo  ovene  or  of  a  fourne^'s.  /  And 
more  fooles  been  tbey  that  kissen  in 
vileiuyo ;  for  that  mouth  is  the  mouth  of 
hello :  and  namoly,  tbiso  olde  dotardes 
lioloors,  yet  wj»1  thoy  kisso,  though  they 
in4>'nat  do,  and  smatro  licm.  /  Ccrtos, 
they  been  lyk  to  lionndes  ;  for  an  bound, 
whan  he  comth  by  the  r<»ser  or  by  othero 
-fbasiibes,  though  be  maj'  nat  pissp,  yet 
wole  ho  beve  up  his  leg  and  make  a  con- 
tonaonce  to  pissc.  /  And  for  that  many 
man  wcneth  that  ho  ma>'  nat  sinne,  for 
noIikerousnesRO  that  he  doth  with  biswyf ; 
ceries,  that  opbiirm  is  fals.  0<k1  W4M>t, 
m  man  may  sleen  bim-self  with  bis  owene 
knyf,  and  make  him-seh'en  dronkcn  of 
liis  owene  tonne.  /  Certcs,  bo  it  w^'f,  be 
It  child,  or  any  worldly  thing  that  be 
loTsth  bifom  god,  it  is  his  maumet,  and 

60  be  is  An  ydolastre.  /  Man  sholde  loven 
his  wyf  by  dlsorecionn,  pacicntly  and 


atemprely ;  and  thanne  is  she  as  though 
it  were  his  snster.  /  The  fiithe  finger  of 
the  develcs  hand  is  the  stinkinge  dede  of 
Lecberie.  /  Ct^rtes,  the  fyve  flngres  of 
Qlotonio  the  feend  put  in  the  wombe 
of  a  man,  and  with  biso  f3rve  f3aigres 
of  Lecberie  he  gripeth  him  by  the  reynes, 
for  to  throwen  him  in-to  the  foumeys  of 
hello ;  /  ther-os  they  sbul  ban  the  fyr 
and  tbe  wormes  that  ovore  sbul  lasten 
and  wopinge  and  wailingo,  sharp  hunger 
and  thurst,  and  grimnesse  of  develcs  that 
shullen  al  to-tredo  hem,  with-outen  respit 
and  with-outon  onde.  /  Of  Lecberio,  as  (791}) 
I  seydo,  Bourdcn  di\'erse  speces  ;  as  fomi- 
cacioun,  that  is  bitwixoman  and  womman 
that  boon  nat  marie*! ;  and  this  is  deodly 
sinne  and  agayns  nature.  /  Al  tbat  is  8(>5 
enemy  and  dostruccioun  to  nature  is 
agajms  nature.  /  Parfay,  tbo  resoun  of 
a  man  tcUoth  cck  him  wel  that  it  is 
deodly  sinne,  for-as-muebe  as  god  forbad 
Lecberie.  And  seint  Paul  ^'ovoth  hem 
the  regno,  tbat  nis  dewe  to  no  wiglit  but 
to  hem  tbat  doon  deoilly  sinne.  /  Anotlier 
sinne  of  Lochorio  is  to  bireve  a  mnyden  of 
hir  ma3rtlonhc<io ;  for  be  tbat  so  dooth, 
ccrtos,  lie  castetb  a  ma^'don  out  of  tbo 
bycsto  «lognH)  tliat  is  in  this  present  lyf,/ 
and  bireveth  hir  thilke  precious  fruit 
that  tbelMM)k  cli>petb  *  tbe  hundred  fruit.' 
I  no  can  sej'e  it  n<Mm  otlior  weyos  in  Eng> 
lisb,  but  in  Latin  it  bighto  Cenietimua 
fructiu.  Cortes,  ho  tbat  so  dooth  is  cause 
of  manye  damagos  and  viloinyes,  mo  than 
any  man  can  rokono ;  riglit  as  ho  som- 
tyme  is  cause  of  alio  damngps  tbat  1>est<>s 
don  in  the  tWld,  that  lirekcth  the  heggo 
or  tlio  cbMure;  thurgh  which  bo  dt^ 
8tn\\'otb  that  may  nat  1»oen  restored.  /  8-(> 
For  certoB,  na^moro  may  maydonhode  l»o 
rostonxl  than  an  arm  tbat  ii  smiten  fro 
tbo  Ixnly  may  retoumo  agn>*n  to  wvxe.  / 
Sho  may  have  merry,  tbis  wiiot  I  wel,  if 
she  do  penitence ;  but  novere  shal  it  be 
tbat  sbo  nas  corrupt.  /  And  al-lMsit  so 
that  T  have  s|>oken  somwliat  of  A%'outrio, 
it  is  good  to  showen  mo  perils  that  longen 
to  Avontrie,  for  to  oschne  that  foole 
sinne.  /  Avontrie  in  Latin  Is  for  to  se^ii, 
approchinge  of  other  mannos  bed,  thorgb 
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which  tho  that  whylom  weren  o  fleash 
(800)  abaondone  hir  bodyes  to  othere  persones./ 
Of  this  sinne,  as  seith  the  wyse  man, 
folwen  xnanye  harmes.  First,  brekinge 
of  feith  ;  and  certes,  in  feith  is  the  keye 
875  of  Cristendom./  And  whan  that  feith  is 
broken  and  lorn,  soothly  Cristendom  stant 
veyn  and  with-onten  fruit.  /  This  sinne 
is  eek  a  thefte ;  for  thefte  generally  is  for 
to  reve'a  wight  his  thing  agayns  his 
wille.  /  CerteSf  this  is  the  fooleste  thefte 
that  may  be,  whan  a  womman  steleth  hir 
body  from  hir  housbonde  and  yeveth  it 
to  hire  holonr  to  defoalen  hir ;  and  steleth 
hir  sonle  fro  Crist,  and  yeveth  it.  to  the 
deveL  /  This  is  a  fouler  thefbe,  than  for 
to  breke  a  chirche  and  stele  the  chalice ; 
for  thise  avoutiers  brekeu  the  temple  of 
god  spiritually,  and  stelen  the  vessel  of 
grace,  that  is,  the  body  and  the  soule,  for 
which  Crist  shal  destroyen  hem,  as  seith 
seint  Paul.  /  Soothly  of  this  thefle 
douted  gretly  Joseph,  whan  that  his 
lordes  wyf  preyed  him  of  vileinye,  whan 
he  seyde,  *  lo,  my  lady,  how  my  lord  hath 
take  to  me  under  my  warde  al  that  he 
hath  in  this  world ;  ne  no>thing  of  hise 
thinges  is  out  of  my  power,  but  only  ye 
8«o  that  been  his  wyf.  /  And  how  sholde 
I  thanne  do  this  wikkednesse,  and  sinne 
so  horribly  agayns  god,  and  agayns  my 
lord?  God  it  forbede.'  Alias !  al  to  litel 
is  swich  trouthe  now  y-founde !  /  The 
thridde  harm  is  the  filthe  thurgh  which 
they  broken  the  comandement  of  god,  and 
defoulen  tho  auctour  of  matrimoine,  that 
is  Crist.  /  For  certes,  in-so-muche  as  the 
saorement  of  mariage  is  so  noble  and  so 
digne,  so  muohe  is  it  gretter  sinne  for  to 
broken  it;  for  god  made  mariage  in 
paradys,  in  the  estaat  of  innocence,  to 
multiplye  man-kinde  to  the  service  of 
god.  /  And  therfore  is  the  brekinge 
t her-of  more  grevous.  Of  which  brekinge 
comen  false  heires  ofte  tyme,  that  wrong- 
fully occupyon  folkes  heritages.  And 
therfore  wol  Crist  putte  hem  out  of  the 
regno  of  hevene,  that  is  heritage  to  gode 
(810)  folk.  /  Of  this  brekinge  comth  eek  ofte 
tjrme,  that  folk  unwar  wedden  or  sinnen 
with  hir  owene  kinredo;    and  namely 


thilke  harlottes  that  hannten  bordels  of 
thise  fool  wommen,  that  mowe  be  lykned 
to  a  commune  gonge,  where-as  men  ptuigen 
hirordura/  What  sejre  we  eek  of  putoorB  8S5 
that  liven  by  the  horrible  sinne  of  put^rie, 
and  constreyne  wommen  to  yelden  to 
hem  a  oerteyn  rente  of  hir  bodily  puterie, 
yo,  somtyme  of  his  owene  wyf  or  his 
child ;  as  doon  this  bandes?  Cert«8, 
thise  been  cursede  sinnes.  /  Underaefcond 
eek,  that  avoutrie  is  set  gladly  in  the  ten 
comandements  bitwixe  thefte  and  man- 
slaughtre;  for  it  is  the  gretteste  tliefte 
that  may  be ;  for  it  is  thefte  of  body  axul 
of  soule.  /  And  it  is  lyk  to  homicyde ; 
for  it  kerveth  a-two  and  breketh  a-t^ro 
hem  that  first  were  maked  o  flesh,  and 
therfore,  by  the  olde  lawe  of  god,  they 
sholde  be  sla3m.  /  But  natheleee,  by  the 
lawe  of  Jesu  Crist,  that  is  lawe  of  pitee, 
whan  he  seyde  to  the  womman  that  was 
founden  in  avoutrie,  and  sholde  han  been 
slayn  with  stones,  after  the  wil  of  the 
Jewes,  as  was  hir  lawe  :  *■  Go,'  quod  Jem 
Crist,  '  and  have  na-more  wil  to  sinne ' ; 
or,  *  wille  na-more  to  do  sinne.  *  /  Soothly, 
the  vengeaunce  of  avoutrie  is  awarded  to 
the  posmos  of  hello,  but-if  so  be  that  it  be 
destourbed  by  penitence.  /  Tet  been  t^er  89a  ' 
mo  speoos  of  this  cursed  sinne ;  as  whan 
that  oon  of  hem  is  religious,  or  elles 
bothe ;  or  of  folk  that  been  entred  in-to 
ordre,  as  subdekne  or  dekne,  or  pieest,  or 
hospitaliers.  And  evere  the  hyer  that 
he  is  in  ordre,  the  gretter  is  the  sinnew  / 
The  thinges  that  gretly  agreggen  hir 
sinne  is  the  brekinge  of  hir  avow  ef 
chastitee,  whan  they  recojrved  the  ordre.  / 
And  forther-over,  sooth  is,  that  holy 
ordre  is  chief  of  al  the  tresorie  of  god, 
and  his  especial  signe  and  mark  of  chas- 
titee ;  to  shewe  that  they  been  joyned  to 
chastitee,  which  that  is  most  precioos 
lyf  that  is.  /  And  thise  ordred  folk  been 
specially  tytled  to  god,  and  of  the  special 
meynee  of  god;  for  which,  whan  they 
doon  doedly  sinne,  they  been  the  special 
traytoursofgodandofhispeple;  for  they 
liven  of  the  peple,  to  preye  for  the  peple, 
and  whyle  they  been  suche  traitonra,  lur 
preyersavailen  nat  to  the  peple./  Preestes  ilx^' 
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been  ann^los,  as  by  tbe  di^itee  of  hir 
mist^rj'o ;  bat  for  sothc,  seiiit  Paul  seith, 
that  *  Sathanas  trangformeth  him  in  an 

!9i5  anngol  of  light.'  /  Soothly,  the  prcost 
that  hanntoth  decdly  oinno,  he  may  he 
lyknod  to  the  anngel  of  derknesse  trans- 
formed in  the  aungel  of  light ;  he  semeth 
aangcl  of  light,  but  for  sotho  ho  is  anngel 
of  derknesse.  /  Swiche  precstes  been  the 
■ones  of  Helie,  as  sheweth  in  the  book  of 
Kinges,  that  they  vcren  the  soncs  of 
Bolial,  that  is,  the  devcl.  /  Belial  is  to 
se^'n  'with-outcn  jnge';  and  so  faren 
thej' ;  hem  thinketh  thoy  been  free,  and 
han  no  juge,  na-more  than  hath  a  free 
bole  that  taketh  which  cow  that  him 
lykcth  in  the  toun.  /  So  faren  they  by 
wommon.  For  right  as  a  free  bolo  is 
y-nough  for  ul  a  tonn,  right  so  is  a  wikked 
procst  conmpcionn  }*-nough  for  al  a  i)ar- 
issho,  or  for  al  a  cont  ree.  /  Thise  preestes, 
as  seith  the  Ixxik,  ne  conne  nat  the  mis- 
terio  of  proesthodo  to  the  pcple,  no  god 
no  knowo  they  nat ;  they  no  holdo  hem 
nat  apaj'd,  as  seith  the  lxM>k,  of  sodcn 
flesh  that  was  to  hem  offrcnl,  bat  they 

joo  toko  by  force  the  flesh  that  is  rawe.  / 
Cert«8,  so  tliiso  shrewes  no  holden  hem 
nat  ajMiyed  of  rosted  flesh  and  stxlo  flesh, 
with  which  the  i>eple  feddcn  hem  in  greet 
rc%'orenco,  bat  thoy  wule  have  raw  flesh 
of  folkcs  ^ffyvea  and  hir  doghtres.  /  And 
certes,  thiso  wommen  tliat  consenten  to 
hir  harlotrio  doon  greet  wrong  to  Crist 
and  to  holy  chirche  and  alio  halwcs,  and 
to  alle  sooles ;  for  they  birevon  alio  thise 
him  that  sholde  worshipe  Crist  and  holy 
chirche,  and  prcyo  for  Cristene  soules.  / 
And  therf4»rc  han  swiche  preestes,  and 
hir  lemmanes  oek  that  consenten  to  hir 
lecherie,  tho  malisoon  of  al  the  conrt 
Cristen,  til  they  come  to  amendement.  / 
The  thridde  spece  of  avontrio  is  som-t3rme 
bitwixo  a  man  and  his  wjrf ;  and  tliat  is 
whan  they  take  no  reward  in  hir  assom- 
blingo,  bat  only  to  hire  fleshly  dolyt,  as 

50)  seith  seint  Jerome  ;  /  and  ne  rekken  of 
no-thing  bat  that  they  been  assembled ; 
by-caofie  that  they  been  maried,  al   is 

yog  good  y-noogh,  as  thinketh  to  hem.  / 
Bat  in  swich  folk  hath  the  devel  power, 


as  seyde  the  anngel  Raphael  to  Thobie  ; 
for  in  hir  assemblingo  they  patten  Jesa 
Crist  oat  of  hir  herte,  and  yeven  hem-self 
to  alle  ordnre.  /  The  foarthe  spece  is, 
tho  assombleo  of  hem  that  been  of  hire 
kinrede,  or  of  hem  that  been  of  oon 
afflnitee,  or  olios  with  hem  with  whiche 
hir  fadres  or  hir  kinrede  han  deled  in  the 
sinne  of  lecherie  ;  this  sinne  maketh  hem 
lyk  to  hoandes,  that  taken  no  kepe  to 
kinrede.  /  And  cortes,  parentfile  is  in 
two  maneres,  onther  goostly  or  fleshlj' ; 
gr>ostly,  as  for  to  delen  with  hise  god- 
sibbes.  /  For  right  so  as  he  that  engcn- 
droth  a  child  is  his  fleshly  fader,  riglit  so 
is  his  godfader  his  fader  ospiritnel.  For 
which  a  womman  may  in  no  lasso  sinno 
asscmblen  with  hir  godsib  than  with  hir 
owene  fleshly  brother.  /  The  fiftho  spece 
is  thilko  abhominable  sinne,  of  which 
that  no  man  annethe  oghte  spoke  ne 
wr>'te,  nathelcos  it  is  openly  reherced  in 
holy  writ  /  This  cursednosse  doon  men  910 
and  wommen  in  diverse  entente  and  in 
diverso  mancre;  but  though  that  holy 
writ  spoke  of  horrible  sinne,  cortes,  holy 
writ  may  nat  boon  dofonlod,  na-moro 
than  tho  Sonne  t  hat  shyneth  on  the  mixen.  / 
Another  sinne  aperteneth  to  lecherie, 
that  comth  in  slepingo;  and  this  sinno 
comet h  ofte  to  hem  that  been  maydenes, 
and  cok  to  hem  that  been  corrapt ;  and 
this  sinne  men  clopen  pollacioan,  that 
comth  in  foaro  maneres.  /  Somtymc,  of 
langoissingo  of  body;  for  the  hamoars 
been  to  ranke  and  habandaant  in  tho 
body  of  man.  Somtj'me  of  infermetee ; 
for  the  feblcsso  of  tho  vertn  retentif,  as 
phisik  maketh  moncionn.  Somtyme,  for 
sarfeot  of  mete  and  drinke.  /  And  som- 
tjTno  of  vileyns  thnghtos,  that  been  en- 
closed in  mannes  minde  whan  he  goth  to 
slope;  which  may  nat  been  with-onte 
sinne.  For  which  men  mosto  kepen  hem 
wysely,  or  dies  may  men  sinncn  fal  gro- 
voasly./  (K4n 

Remedinm  contra  peccatnm  Lnznrie. 

§  77,  Now  comth  the  remcdie  agayns 
Lecherie,  and  that  is,  generally,  Chastitee 
and  Continence,  that  reftreyneth  alio  the 
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t  J 15  lit  ah  J  J  UtI  r  1 1 1  Li-.  /  A  n  d  e  V  ti  r  o  t  he  gret  ter 
morito  slutl  lin  liun,  I  hut  insist  restrejTieth 
ijio  ^IkkoJa  csi.l]iuitingii3  of  tiio  oniurn 
f  tf  t  liis  &  I  vk  11 0*  A  n^l  It  I  i^  is  i  1 1 1  Wi>  m&ne  res, 
that  in  tDiscjn,  sliELstitixj  in  nmnjige,  and 
L'hjvsHtH*  in  i\'idwi'hfjilL^  /  Now  ahalt^w 
Tuiilcn^Jtmik^,  tlirit  Timtrimoino  la  tofffut 
fiBsemljlmg**  nl"  mftu  niid  l^f  wmximan,  that 
rnt'i^j-VLii  \ty  *or(ii  of  tlu)  Biuremcnt  the 
iHUi.t,  Ifnirgh  ^^Inrli  thr'y  Jtiay  imt  b© 
tloraitL'rl  iii  al  hir  lyf,  that  is  to  eeyji^ 
^Uiyl  that  tlu  y  livou  iKptho.  /  Thi^  aa 
SL'itli  the  hii^jk,  i-i  a  fill  gvbet  Bncroment. 
iHnL  uiakod  It,  li-^  I  have  seyd^  m  juiradys, 
El  ml  wnldtf  Lim'£H.'U'  lio  Iwirn  in  inftriivgt\  / 
An»L  far  tii  hnlwim  mAnagPs  ho  wna  nt 
11  wpi Mingo,  ivlurr-ci^  ho  turned  ¥fivt«r 
iii-Ut  vryn;  wJiIfli  ^miS  Tho  tirsto  mimcle 
that  ho  vr-ifflitti  in  crtho  hifom  hiao  di»- 
r  i  1  fl  L\^,  /  T  n  I  wo  n  If pr  t  *  tf  iuiirin|r^  rl^TiSeth 
i  1 1  rnit^acrii  m  11  n  11  d  roi  1  ]  <■  1 1  isset  li  holy  i^liirE^he 
wt  (jitod  Linnt^4' ;  inr  thnt:  is  tbo  ende  of 
nmi  iaf^f  ;  nml  it  chaiinireth  deedly  Hinno 
iii-t!»  VMjin.1  wiiiiit?  hitwixo  htiiri  that  beeti 
_T,'-weddo«I,  annJ  niaketh  tlie  hortea  al  00 n 
of  hi?m  tliat  ^if'vi^  y->vfddvdi  iia  wel  hs  tlio 

ivii  Niilij.^s.  /  Tills  l^  vormy  maTiagBy  that 
wai5  0SlidJi.5H»"1  ^y  ffod  or  t  liJit  flinne  hignu^ 
wluxn  iinr>\ii'l  Iji^^t*  \v»a  in  ItJ-t  rip:ht  prdnt 


§  70.  Now  camth,  how  thiit  m  ieiui 
shoLdu  beire  Mm  with  hia  ^yf ;  And 
rmmtfly,  in  two  thingoo,  tha.t  is  ta  *?yii  ia 
sul&imnce  ;^iid  reverence,  ci*ahei»cd  Crirt 
wkan  he  mode  first  wamm^.  /  For  ha  gij 
ne  mode  hlr  n&t  uf  the  hev^  of  AdMtn, 
fbr  phe  aholde  nat  chiyme  %o  s^tmi  lord- 
ehjjio.  /  Fi>r  ther-a*  the  wotiEuoaii  Imik 
tho  mafstder  sho  mnkcth.  to  miudiA 
destny ;  thor  aiodon  nono  ooistiinpletf  of 
tbi$L  Tho  eitperieiice  of  day  hy  liAj  ogliia 
auflfysa  /  Ai*i  cort^  god  tics  nuide  njit 
woninuui  of  tho  foot  of  Adam,  for  shfi  nfl 
«ho!dQ  nut  bt-^n  hohlen  to  low« ;  fcur  the 
can  niLt  i^^uen  tly  anffre :  bnt  g<Dd  miido 
wominan  of  tlie  rih  of  A  dun,  for  womm^tn 
■holde  be  felawe  nn-to  man.  /  Man  thdldi 
here  him  to  Itia  wyf  in  feith,  in  troathc, 
and  in  lovo^  as  aeith  aesint  Patil :  thai 
^  a  man  ihtddd  h)%'en  his  wyf  a»  Crirt 
loved  holy  chirtvhe^  that  loved  it  »o  vfl 
that  he  deyde  for  it/  So  nholdo  a  man 
for  hia  wyf,  if  it  were  neiie.  / 

§  60.  Now  how  that  n  womman  ahctldfl 
he  ffiibget  to  hir  hoofibonde,,  that  telleth 
fleint  Fc'tar.  First,  in  obedienes^  /  And  9130 
eeh,  aa  Beith  the  deeree,  a  womman  that 
ia  a  W3'f^  Its  hnigo  aa  ahe  la  a  vryf^  alielyilh 
nof»n  aactoriteo  to  swere  ne  beie  witnen? 
wil]i-)intt>  lovp  oi  Itir  hooBbonilf*-,.  that  i^ 
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trewe  of  hir  body ;  /  lo  sbolde  on  hons- 
bondo  eek  be  to  hU  wyf.  For  sith  that  al 
tho  body  is  tho  honsbondes,  so  sholdo  hir 
herte  been,  or  el  lea  ther  is  bitwixe  hem 
two,  aa  in  that,  no  parfit  manage.  / 
Thanne  shal  men  nndorstonde  that  for 
three  thinges  a  man  and  his  wyf  fleshly 
mowen  aMomble.  Tho  ftrsto  is  in  entente 
of  onKondmre  of  children  to  the  service 
of  god,  for  certes  that  is  tho  cause  fynal 
of  matrimoine.  /  Another  caose  is,  to 
yeldon  everich  of  hem  to  other  the  dotte 
of  hir  bodies,  for  neither  of  hem  hath 
power  over  his  owene  body.  Tho  thridde 
is,  for  to  oschewe  lecheryo  and  vileinye. 

HO  The  fcrthe  is  for  sotho  dee«lly  sinno.  / 
As  to  the  firste,  it  is  meritorie ;  the 
seconde  also ;  for,  as  seith  the  decree,  that 
she  hath  merite  of  chastiteo  that  yeldeth 
to  hir  honslwndo  the  dette  of  hir  body, 
ye,  thoogh  it  be  agayn  hir  lykinge  and 
the  Inst  of  hir  herto.  /  Tho  thridde 
manero  is  venial  sinne,  and  trowoly  scarsly 
may  ther  any  of  thise  be  with-outo  venial 
sinne,  for  the  cormpcion  and  for  the 
delyt.  /  Tho  fourtho  manero  is  for  to 
onderstonde,  if  they  assemble  only  for 
amoroos  love  and  for  noon  of  the  for- 
■ejde  canses,  but  for  to  accomplice  thilke 
brenninge  delyt,  they  rokke  novere  h<»w 
ofte,  sothly  it  is  dec<lly  sinne ;  and  yet, 
with  sorwe,  somme  folk  wol  peynon  hem 
more  to  doon  than  to  hir  appetyt  suf- 
fyseth.  / 

fl  81.  The  seconde  manere  of  chastitee 
is  for  tit  been  a  clene  widewe,  and  oschne 
the  embracinges  of  man,  and  desyren  the 

(;o)  embracingo  of  Jesu  Crist.  /  Thise  been 
tho  that  .ban  been  wyves  and  ban  forgoon 
hir  honsbondes,  and  00k  wommen  that 
ban  doon  lecherie  and  been  releeved  by 

^l^  Penitence.  /  And  certes,  if  that  a  wyf 
ermde  kepon  hir  al  chaast  by  licence  of 
hir  hoosbonde,  so  that  she  yove  nevere 
noon  occasion  that  he  agilte,  it  were  to 
hire  a  greet  merite.  /  Thise  nuincro 
wmnmen  that  observen  chastiteo  mostc 
be  clene  in  herte  as  well  as  in  body  and 
In  thoght,  and  mesorable  in  clothinge 
and  in  oontenaiinoe ;  and  been  abstinent 
In  tttovs  and  dxinkingei  in  spekinge,  and 


in  dode.  They  been  the  vessel  or  the 
boysto  of  the  blisscd  Magdalene,  that 
fVilfilleth  holy  chirche  of  goo<l  odour.  / 
The  thridde  manere  of  chastiteo  is  vir- 
ginitee,  and  it  bihoveth  that  she  bo  holy 
in  herte  and  clene  of  body;  thanne  is 
she  sponse  to  Josu  Crist,  and  she  is  tho 
lyf  of  angelcs.  /  She  is  tho  preisinge  of 
this  world,  and  she  is  as  thise  martirs  in 
egalitoe ;  she  hath  in  hir  that  tongo  may 
nat  telle  ne  herte  thinko.  Yirginiteo  Itaar 
onre  lord  Jesu  Crist,  and  virgine  was 
him-eolve.  /  95^* 

§  82.  Another  remedio  agayns  Lecherie 
is,  specially  to  withdrawen  swicho  thinges 
as  yeve  occasion  to  thilke  vileinye;  as 
ese,  etinge  and  drinkinge;  for  certes, 
whan  the  pot  boyleth  strongly,  the  beste 
remedie  is  to  withdrawe  the  fyr,  /  Slep- 
ingo  longe  in  greet  qoiete  is  eek  a  greet 
norico  to  Locherie.  / 

§  83.  Another  remedie  agayns  Lecherie 
is,  that  a  man  or  a  womnum  eschue  tho 
companye  of  hem  by  whiche  ho  doateth 
to  be  tompteil ;  for  al-bo-it  so  that  tho 
dede  is  withstondcn,  yet  is  ther  greet 
tomptacionn.  /  Sooth ly  a  whyt  wal,  al- 
though it  ne  bronne  noght  fully  by 
stikingo  of  a  candele,  yet  is  the  wal  blak 
of  tho  leyt  /  Ful  ofte  tyme  I  rede,  that  (88t>) 
no  man  truste  in  his  owene  perfoccionn, 
but  he  he  stronger  than  Sampson,  and 
holier  than  f  David,  and  wyser  than 
Salomon.  /  955 

§  84.  Now  after  that  I  h.ive  declared 
yow,  as  I  can,  the  seveno  dco<lly  sinni^s, 
and  somme  of  hir  brannchcsand  hir  reme- 
dies, soothly,  if  I  coudo,  I  woldo  toUo 
yow  tho  ten  comandemonts.  /  But  so 
heigh  a  doctrine  I  leto  to  divines.  Xathe- 
leea,  I  hope  to  goil  they  been  toochcd  in 
this  tret  ice,  everich  of  hem  alle.  / 

De  Confesaione. 

§  80.  Now  for-as-mnche  as  the  socond 
partio  of  Penitence  stant  in  Confessionn 
of  mouth,  as  I  bigan  in  tho  flrste  chapitro, 
I  soye,  seint  Augustin  seith :  /  sinne  is 
every  word  and  every  dede,  and  al  that 
men  coveiten  agayn  tho  lawo  of  Jcsa 
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Crist  :  au<l  this  i-j  for  to  sinno  in  lierte,  in 
jiiduth,  and  in  il(»«I«..,  l.y  tljy  fyve  wittca, 
that  U'cn  Blf:ht«'.  horinifo,  smelling©,  tnst- 
iiit,'i>  or  sav<mrini;o.  and  iVIinge.  /  Now 
is  it  ^'oimI  to  niKlorstondo  that  that 
«/k>  a^rcLTj^itli  nmrlnl  cvi-ry  Kiunc.  /  Thon 
shalt  i'«ni!>ii«hro  what  tli(»u  art  that-  diKWt 
1I10  siniH',  A\h»tli»r  thou  1k^  male  or 
fcnuh.-,  y«>iifj  or  <>M.  :j«.-ntil  or  thral,  freo 
or  s«.T\aut.  hool  or  syk,  AvciliUil  (»r  Ronglo, 
oriln<l  or  nnoi<lr(il,  wys  or  f»M>l,  clerk  or 
sf-cuk-r  :  /  if  slio  he  of  thy  kinrmlo,  IxKlily 
or  jrt>>stly,  or  noon  ;  if  any  t»f  thy  kinredo 
Jiavo  sinn»d  with  hir  or  noon,  nud  inaii.vo 
rno  thiiip'S.  / 

<i  ^»l  Anothrr  rin-nmstannco  is  this; 
%\luth«-r  it  !•<•  iloon  in  fornio.aciouu,  or  in 
avoiitrit',  or  no..n  ;  incost,  or  noon  ;  xnay- 
<h'n,  or  n«>on  :  in  niant-ro  <»f  homicyde,  or 
noon  ;  horiihh:-  i^rcte  sinnes,  or  smalo  ; 
ami  how  lonifi'  th..u  liast  continued  in 
sinnt-.  /  The  thiitliUr  circnnist-aunc^  is 
tli»'  iihi«'».'thtr  thou  hast  dosinno;  "whether 
in  f^tlle^  mijnuts  liuna  or  in  thytx  owene  ; 
in  fcelii  or  in  cbli-ulit*,  uir  in  chirebe-bAwc ; 
^890)  in  cliirclio  i:l<?dicnt,  or  mnyu,  /  For  if  the 
chirche  btj  Lai  wed,  imd  niau  or  womman 
spill fl  hi^  kinile  in-with  that  place  by  wcy 
ftf  Si i  11110,  nr  by  iiikkr^d  temptAciori,  tho 
chirr]] b  is  iiitrri!itt4t  til  it  he  n^cnncH^d 


slnne,  and  sinncth  the  more  li^^htly.  /  9r> 
and  tho  hitter  ar}-seth,  and  u  the  more 
eschew  for  to  shryven  liim,  namely,  to 
liim  that  is  his  confcaaour.  /  For  which 
that  folk,  whan  they  fallo  ag^yn  in  hir 
olde  foliea,  onther  they  forleten  hir  olde 
coufessonrs  al  ontrely,  or  ollcs  they  d»- 
])arten  hir  slirift  in  diverse  places;  hot 
soothlj',  swich  df^imrted  shrift  deaerveth 
no  mercy  of  g(Kl  of  hise  sinnes.  /  The 
sixto  circumstannco  is,  why  tliat  a  man 
sinneth,  as  by  whicho  temptacionn  ;  and 
if  him-solf  procure  thilko  tomptacionn. 
or  by  tho  excsTinge  of  other  folk ;  or  if 
he  sinno  with  a  wommau  by  force,  or  by 
hir  owene  assent ;  /  or  if  tho  wonunan, 
mangrce  hir  heed,  hath  ]x?en  afibrcoil,  or 
no<^n ;  this  shal  she  telle ;  for  coveitise, 
or  for  i)overto,and  if  it  was  hir  procaringe. 
or  noon  ;  and  swiche  nianoro  hameyi.  /  .w. 
Tlio  seventh©  cinTumstannco  is,  in  what 
manero  ho  hath  doon  liis  siune,  orhov 
that  she  hath  miff  red  tliat  folk  ban  doon 
to  hir.  /  And  the  same  shal  the  man  US 
telle  pleynly,  with  *iUfi  circninstntini^efi ; 
and  whether  he  hath  Ainnod  v^  ith  comun/fl 
boTdel-wommen,  or  noon  ;  /  or  d^tm  hk 
iinne  in  holy  tymeg,  or  noon  ;  in  fjufitlng^ 
tyme^,  or  tisHJii ;  or  hiforn  his  jhrifl**,  or 
niVer  hia  Ifttter  ahrit^o  ;  /  and  h«tk,  per* 
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fonre  oondlciouni.  /  Fini,  it  moot  been 
in  aorwefol  bittemoMO  of  herte,  bb  aeydo 
the  king  Kaekiaa  to  god  :  *  I  wol  remem- 
bre  me  alio  the  yerei  of  my  lyf  in  bitter- 
nesse  of  myn  herte.'  /  lliia  condioionn 
of  bittemeoBe  hath  fy ve  signet.  The  finto 
lA,  that  confesaioun  moete  be  shamefastf 
nat  for  to  covere  ne  hyden  hia  ainne,  for 
he  hath  agilt  hia  god  and  defooled  his 
to)  aoule.  /    And  her-of  aeith  aeint  Angustin : 

*  the  herte  travailleth  for  ahame  of  hia 
ainne' ;  and  for  ho  hath  greet  ahamefaat- 
neaae,  he  is  digne  to  have  greet  mercy  of 

^5  e^^  I  Swioh  waa  the  oonfeaaion  of  the 
publican,  that  wolde  nat  heven  np  hiao 
ejren  to  hevene,  for  he  hadde  offended  god 
of  hevcno ;  for  which  ahamefastneaae  he 
hadde  anon  the  mercy  of  god.  /  And 
ther-of  aeith  aeint  Augnatinf  that  awich 
ahamefaat  folk  been  next  foryevoncaao  and 
remiaaionn.  /  Another  aigne  ia  homilitee 
in  confeaaioon ;  of  which  aeith  aeint  Peter, 

*  Homblcth  yow  under  the  might  of  god/ 
The  bond  of  god  ia  mighty  in  confeaaion, 
for  ther-by  god  for^'eveth  thee  thy  ainnoa ; 
for  he  allone  hath  the  power.  /  And  this 
humilitee  ahal  been  in  herte,  and  in  aigne 
outward ;  for  right  aa  he  hath  humiliteo 
to  god  in  hia  herte,  right  ao  aholde  he 
humble  hia  body  outward  to  the  preeat 
that  ait  in  goddes  place.  /  For  which  in 
no  monere,  aith  that  Criat  ia  aoverej'n 
and  the  preeat  mene  and  mediatour 
bitwixe  Criat  and  the  ainnere,  and  the 

990  ainnere  ia  the  laato  by  woy  of  reaonn,  / 
thanne  aholde  nat  the  ainnere  aitto  aa 
heighe  aa  hia  oonfeaaour,  but  knele  bifom 
him  or  at  hia  feet,  but-if  maladie  deatourbo 
it.  For  he  ahal  nat  taken  kepe  who  ait 
there,  but  in  whoa  place  that  he  aitteth.  / 
A  man  that  hath  treapaaed  to  a  lord,  and 
oomth  for  to  axe  mercy  and  maken  hia 
accord,  and  aet  him  doun  anon  by  the 
lord,  men  wolde  holden  him  outragcoua, 
and  nat  worthy  wa  aone  for  to  have  remia- 
aioun  ne  mercy.  /  The  thridde  aigne  is, 
bow  that  thy  ahrift  aholde  be  ful  of  teres. 
If  man  may ;  and  if  man  mt^  nat  wepo 
with  hiao  bodily  eyen,  lat  him  wepe  in 
hmgi^/  8wioh  waa  the  oonfeaaion  of 
rnknX  Peter;    for  after  that   ho   hadde 


forsake  Jeau  Criat,  he  wente  out  and 
weep  iol  bitterly.  /  The  fourtho  aigne  is,  (9^0) 
that  he  ne  lette  nat  for  ahame  to  ahewen 
hia  confeaaioun./  Swich  waa  the  con-  995 
feasioun  of  the  Magdelene,  that  ne  aparod, 
for  no  ahame  of  hem  Uiat  weren  atto 
feate,  for  to  go  to  oure  lord  Jeau  Criat  and 
biknowe  to  him  hir  ainnea.  /  The  flftho 
aigne  is,  that  a  man  or  a  womman  bo 
obeiaant  to  receyven  the  penaunce  that 
him  ia  ex^joyned  for  hiao  ainnea ;  for  certos 
Jeau  Crist,  for  the  giltea  of  a  man,  waa 
obedient  to  the  deeth.  / 

§  88.  The  aeconde  oondicion  of  verray 
oonfeaaion  ia,  that  it  be  haatily  doon ;  for 
certes,  if  a  man  hadde  a  deedly  wounde, 
evore  the  longer  that  he  taried  to  warissho 
him-aelf,  the  more  wolde  it  oorrupte  and 
haste  him  to  hia  deeth;  and  eek  the 
wounde  wolde  bo  the  won  for  to  hole.  / 
And  right  ao  iareth  ainne,  that  longo 
tymo  ia  in  a  man  unshewed.  /  Certea,  a 
man  oghte  haatily  ahewen  hiae  ainnea  for 
man3re  canaea ;  aa  for  drede  of  deeth,  that 
oomoth  ofte  aodenly,  and  ia  in  no  oertoyn 
what  tjrme  it  ahal  be,  ne  in  what  place ; 
and  eek  the  drecchinge  of  o  ajmne  draweth 
in  another ;  /  and  eek  the  longer  that  he  looii 
tarioth,  the  forther  he  ia  fro  Criat.  And 
if  he  abyde  to  hia  laate  di^,  acaraly  may 
ho  shryven  him  or  remembro  him  of  hiao 
ainnea,  or  repenten  him,  for  the  grevona 
maladie  of  hia  deeth.  /  And  for-aa-muche 
aa  ho  ne  hath  nat  in  hia  lyf  herkned  Jeau 
Crist,  whanno  he  hath  apoken,  he  ahal 
crye  to  Jeau  Crist  at  his  laate  day,  and 
scarsly  wol  he  herkno  him.  /  And  under- 
stond  that  this  condicionn  moato  ban 
fouro  thingea.  Thy  ahrift  mosto  bo  pur- 
veyed bifore  and  avyaed;  for  wikko<l 
haste  doth  no  profit;  and  that  a  man 
conne  ahryve  him  of  hiae  ainnea,  be  it  of 
pry<le,  or  of  envyo,  and  ao  forth  of  tho 
apecea  and  circumstances ;  /  and  that  ho 
have  comprehended  in  hia  minde  tho 
nombre  and  the  greetnoaae  of  hiae  ainnea, 
and  how  longe  that  he  hath  loyn  in 
ainne ;  /  and  eek  that  he  be  contrit  of  (930) 
hiae  sinnes,  and  in  stedeflEwt  purpos,  by 
the  grace  of  god,  nevere  eft  to  fallo  in 
ainne ;  and  eek  that  he  drsde  and  oonntre- 
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wajtt'  hiin-sulf,  that  he  11  tn?  tha  occssioi^nfl 
Ka  15  nl"  fi i  I i  110  I u  w ]j  Li'li 0  li 0  is  V nc\yu otL  /  AlBo 
thiHt  Blialt  itlin^'Vu  th^o  of  nUt^  thy  sinnea 
tm  o  iiian,  iinrt  tiiii  i\  ]nim'l  ti>  o  man  and 
fi  l»ir{?cl  t'j  HiiiHthLr;  tlmt  Is  to  nndor- 
Htojiiic,  in  tuH'iiUi  lu  lU^imrte  thy  confes- 
f^iotui  [IS  Jur  t^ljHinn  (>rdri'<l*? ;  for  it  nis  but 
=trfin^'liu£tii  <'t  Miy  e-^ulp.  /  For  cert«ef 
Jl?^u  Triwl  iii  lursi  riy  fvl  c^^ivtl ;  in  him  nis 
tiijipii  ininLTlt^t-iiiiiiin  ;  jiml  thfribro  tfuLher 
hi'  liirj  tjVE  th  itl  iNU  fitly  ur  luw^r  a  decX  / 
I  i=n-yo  iiflt  tliat  it  tliMU  If  FLSsig^cd  to  th© 
l'<'nii]mn("or  for  it-rtoln  ^iiinc,  that  thou 
ijrt  Inmnti**  tij  ^hpwL-n  him  al  tho  reroo- 
jiduut  -►!  thy  flinin^s,  <>t' whichfl  thou  hdat 
hf  yhrtvi*ii  t<>  thv  limit,  hut-if  it  lyko  to 
t\u.'t}  i'f  thyji  liujiiilitir' ;  this  is  jio  do- 
pjiHhip^o  (.r  tihi  i!lc\  /  No  i  Bi\vo  uat, 
thur-us  I  RiK  kj.'  irf  liivj^iKtm  ufcoufo^ioun, 
thiit  it  t  hi  111  h(ivi:i  lyri^ito  for  t<i  shrj^o 
thi  li  It*  n  ilism^t  ami  nn  hunc^to  iire<?st, 
yvhvrr  Uiln.^  lyktUi,  xuid  by  lyc&nco  of  thy 
euTftt,  iLut  thMii  lip  mnyKt  wpI  shryi*e 
thpL"  Xu  hJiii  *iil:'  uli<j  thy  Hiuups.  /  But  lat 
Jiu  IthitU*  I'O  I  ti  hi  risk-  ;  lat  no  slnno  been 
ui]tnli.l,  113  fi>r  a»  thou  hiiat  rem  em- 
KJJii  hmuijn:,  /  Am]  T\han  thou  sbult  ho 
.H,liri\i'ii  ti(  thy  ciirnt,  tollti  him  t?*fk  olle 
Thi'  ^lnll4'S  (liiii    thi'ii  hant  diri III  rIii  thud, 


be  sliol  bJaim-  and  T^'j-ten  hun-fielf  itod 
hia  owene  malico  of  liia  fiinne,  and  noen 
other ;  /  bet  iinthelees,  if  lb  at  aDother 
man  bo  oocasionn  or  entycer  of  hie  sinbe. 
or  the  t^toiit  of  a  peraong^  be  swich  thur^ 
which  hia  sin  no  ia  agT¥gft«?>d^  or  ell«»lbft 
he  may  nat  pleynJy  sbfyion  hiin  bnt  te 
t^Uo  thi3  jK^rsobo  -ntth  wliii^h  bo  hatli 
flinnod  ;  thivuno  may  ho  tello  j  /  bo  that 
hia  entento  ne  Ikj  niit  to  baJk^n^-te  Tht 
persoiiB,  but  only  to  docl&reii  hit  otm- 
fetisionn.  / 

§  1»0.  Thou  no  Shalt  nat  rak  m»k*  b* 
leaicgc^  in  thy  coufpflsicmn  ;  forb\iJa&ili*Mi 
pcr-avetiturt^f  to  seyn  that  thou  bad  dooii 
£tniif.'«  of  whjcbo  that  thou  weft  31#v<m 
gilty,  /  Pot  point  Au^ifastia  eeith :  if 
tliou,  by  causo  of  th^'n  hnmilit^c^^  tait^iil 
Ifsingoa  on  thy-self,  thongh  thon  no  t»«w 
nat  ill  sin  no  hifom^  yet  artow  thume  b 
sin  no  t  burgh  thj-  lesiingos.  /  Thou  mofi  «m 
eek  »hpwe  tliy  uiuno  hy  tbyn  owene  prcrpn 
mtmf  h,  but  thoii  lie  wexe  doambT&ttd  nat 
by  nt!  Itfttro  ;  J  or  ihon  that  bast  doon  tbfl 
(aiiino,  thou  Blmlt  have  the  abftnio  therfofe./ 
Thuu  fibalt  nat  oek  peytite  thy  confMsioEm 
hy  fniro  subtile  wordefl^  to  covere  the  mort 
thy  flinnr  ;  ftji*  tliaimij  ljit^'l€>stijw  tby-ttlf 
ami  liut  lho  prt-v^t  l  thiui  mi-st  t^JJ?!).  H 
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Sx^dt  Mcimda  pars  Penitsncle;  et 
■•qnitnr  tercla  pars  einsdem,  de  Satis- 
&ccione. 

§  91.  Now  have  I  told  yoa  of  verray 
Confesrioon,  that  is  the  seoonde  partie  of 
FeniteDce.  / 

The  thridde  iMtrtie  of  Penitence  is 
Saiisfaccioan ;  and  that  stant  most  gene- 
rally in  almesse  and  in  bodily  peyne.  / 
Now  been  ther  three  manere  of  almesses ; 
contricion  of  herte,  where  a  man  offreth 
himself  to  god ;  another  is,  to  han  pitee 
of  defante  of  hise  neighebores ;  and  the 
thridde  is,  in  yevinge  of  good  conseil 
goostly  and  bodily,  where  men  han  nede, 
and  namely  in  sostenannce  of  mannes 

^30  fode.  /  And  tak  keep,  that  a  man  hath 
need  of  thise  thinges  generally ;  he  hath 
need  of  fode,  he  hath  nede  of  clothing, 
and  herberwe,  he  hath  nede  of  charitable 
conseil,  and  visitinge  in  prisono  and  in 
maladie,  and  sepoltore  of  his  dedo  body.  / 
And  if  thon  mayst  nat  visite  the  nedefnl 
with  thy  persone,  visite  him  by  thy 
message  and  by  thy  yifles.  /  Thise  been 
generally  almesses  or  werkes  of  charitee 
of  hem  that  han  temporel  richesses  or 
discrecionn  in  conseilinge.  Of  thise 
werkes  shaltow  heren  at  the  day  of 
dome./ 

§  92.  Thise  almesses  shaltow  doon  of 
thyne  owene  propre  thinges,  and  hastily, 

So)  and  prively  if  thou  mayst ;  /  but  nathe- 
lees,  if  thon  majrst  nat  doon  it  prively, 
thon  shalt  nat  forbero  to  doon  almesse 
thongh  men  seen  it;  so  that  it  bo  nat 
doon  for  thank  of  the  world,  bat  only  for 

53  thank  of  Jesa  Crist.  /  For  as  witnossoth 
aeint  Ifathew,  capUulo  quitUo^  *A  citco 
may  aat  been  hid  that  is  set  on  a  mon- 
tayne ;  ne  men  lighte  nat  a  lanteme  and 
pat  it  nnder  a  bosshel ;  bat  men  sette  it 
on  a  oandle-stikke,  to  yeve  light  to  the 
men  in  the  hoos.  /  Bight  so  shal  yoore 
lig^ht  lighten  bifore  men,  that  they  may 
seen  yoore  gode  werkes,  and  glorifie  yoore 
filler  that  is  in  hevene.*  / 

§98.  Now  as  to  speken  of  bodily  peyne,  it 
■tant  in  pr^yeres,  in  wakinges,  in  £utinges, 
invariooasstechingesoforisoans./  And 
y  fhnl  nndantonde,  that  orisoons  or 


preyeres  is  for  to  seyn  a  pitoos  wil  of 
herte,  that  redresseth  it  in  god  and 
expresseth  it  by  word  ootward,  to  re- 
moeven  harmesandto  han  thinges  ospiri- 
tael  and  dorable,  and  somtyme  temporel 
thinges;  of  whiche  orisoons,  certes,  in 
the  orisoon  of  the  Poter-nofter,  hath  Jesn 
Crist  enclosed  most  thinges.  /  Certes,  it 
is  privileged  of  three  thinges  in  his  dig- 
nitee,  for  which  it  is  more  digne  than 
any  other  preyere;  for  that  Jesa  Crist 
him-self  maked  it ;  /  and  it  is  short,  for  it  1040 
sholde  bo  cood  the  more  lightly,  and  for 
to  withholden  it  the  more  esUy  in  hert«. 
and  helpen  him-self  the  ofler  with  the 
orisoon ;  /  and  for  a  man  sholde  bo  the 
lasse  wery  to  seyen  it,  and  for  a  man  may 
nat  excosen  him  to  leme  it,  it  is  so  short 
and  so  esy ;  and  for  it  comprehendeth  in 
it-self  alle  gode  preyeres.  /  The  exposi- 
cioon  of  this  holy  preyere,  that  is  so 
excellent  and  digne,  I  bitake  to  thise 
maistrcs  of  theologie ;  save  thos  mochel 
wol  I  soyn  :  that,  whan  thoo  prayost  that 
god  sholde  for^'eve  thoo  thy  giltos  as  thoo 
foryovest  hem  that  agilten  to  thee,  be  fol 
wel  war  that  thoo  be  nat  oat  of  charitoo.  / 
This  holy  orisoon  amenoseth  eek  venial 
sinno ;  and  therfore  it  aperteneth  specially 
to  i)enitence.  /  (9^)) 

§  94.  This  preyere  moste  be  trewely 
soyd  and  in  verray  feith,  and  that  men 
preye  to  god  ordinatly  and  discreetly  and 
devoutly ;  and  alwoy  a  man  shal  potten 
his  wil  to  be  sobgot  to  the  wiUo  of  god.  /  1045 
This  orisoon  moste  eek  been  soyd  with 
greet  homblesse  and  fol  pore ;  honestly, 
and  nat  to  the  anoyaonce  of  an3'  man  or 
wonmian.  It  moste  eek  been  continocd 
with  the  werkes  of  charitee.  /  It  avayleth 
eek  agayn  the  vyoes  of  the  soole ;  for,  as 
seith  seint  Jerome,  *By  fastinge  been 
saved  the  vyces  of  the  flesh,  and  by 
preyere  the  vyces  of  the  soole.*  / 

§  95.  After  this,  thoo  shalt  onderstonde, 
that  bodily  pe3me  stant  in  wakinge ;  for 
Jeso  Crist  seith,  *waketh,  and  preyeth 
that  yo  ne  entro  in  wikked  temptaoioon.*  / 
Ye  diol  onderstanden  also,  that  ikstinge 
stant  in  three  thinges ;  in  forberinge  of 
bodily  mete  and  drinka,  and  in  forberinge 
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fir  >vnrUl|y  |*titiN',  finil  in  fortjormg^  of 
J<:'eiTtj'  fijiinn;  iliii*  151  to  sevn,  tlint  a  Etuui 
slint  iiJ  I'Mn   liiiu   tVu  ik'0<illy  sintl^l  with 

§  t">,  AiJil  tliim  slirtlt  unilerBtttnden  eelc, 

T>-  pd^vfi*  iittk.  ^IjviUh'Ssi.^  oJ  herio  ospiritutsl, 

tor  bf*  tlwjtritli  :  lunl  ft  1*1  rf>S"'riablo  honrfl 
l^^r  In  L'ti'  1  y  nvr-iuro  ■;  Hint  is  ftif  to  Eej^, 
iv  mjiii  s^hal  tint  j  (<■  in  unlymfl,  ne  Bitto  tbe 
lo^rtK^r  lit.  ]ii.-  tiiM<'  t<i  oto  for  lio  fA«t«tL.  / 
§  07.  TlmniH^iiEialtowimdtJTfltoiiila.tbiit 
iH.iiily  p  >no  ,'i»uht  m  flifiripl.mo  or  toe h- 
iiJS^ii,  1  ^'  \voi<l  nr  1!'3"  "wrytinge,  or  in 
I'liSiitupl".'.  Alrtu  in  wpriijj^o  ^fhfjtva  or 
wl  Ktiimiiu  nt  *>f  ljimlii'r(j*.vins  on  bir  naked 
ilt'shn  tMt  rriitt-'?  sukn,  nml  swubo  nian<}ru 
pr  I u u i tTHS,  /  lb  1 1  ivn r  t  ]  I  in ^  wp I  t  hut  ei wLcbe 
imiTirTi^  ^iHiirinp-'irt  un  thy  flrnli  nnJ  mjikti 
Uiit  iliyi]  lifTM  liittir  or  (Ui^]p3  or  anoyed 
(it  tby-sr'U\  J  in'  U'ttnj  iji  to  <:Afit«}  awoy 
thyii  Ji-yo',  i]>im  fitr  to  ofut-o  away  the 
siki-mi-snr  iH*  Jf"iii  Prist.  /  And  tberforo 
ai'jth  Femt  Pttu^  :  '  Clotbr*  yow,  nj!  they 
thtxt  lii'<  II  I'lm^i^ii  (*!:'  f^'*h  J*^  bijrtti  rif 
iniiiorti ■^n  i\>\  <U'>H »nji s n^trx",  snfTniiiTict\  nnul 
*;widi   T!jjini'3i'   nf  f-liptbiiiiT*"' * :  of  whic-he 


n^<Krito9  tbiii  -wf>ld«ii  been  bolileii  » 
[MLTflte  thftt  they  ban  no  nede  to  ahiyreii 
hem;  /  u^yn^  that  sb^ime,  aholde  a  maii  w* 
thinko  that,  by  wey  of  roioaiL,  that  he 
that  bath  nnt  bc'eti  H&bomed  to  doad 
foulo  tbiira^s,  certcs  him  o^hto  nat  b«*a 
ih/sbamed  to  dn  fiur«  thin^efl,  and  that  ii 
confeffikmn!!.  /  A  niAn  aholile  eek  thiate, 
tbat  gnd  oeeUi  mud  w^iot  nlle  hlae  thogbM 
nmi  alio  bise  wt'jkffl ;  to  blin  may  ti^ 
tbini^been  hid  no  c*:ivered.  /  Man  ahottW 
eek  r«mF  rnbren  hem  of  flic  sbamv  tbat  ii 
to  come  at  the  day  <Kf  dome^  to  hem  tltQi 
be«ii  nut  p<iiiit<.^nt  and  ah  riven  in  tMi 
pMsetit  l>-f.  /  For  uH^  tho  cFf^aturot  in 
i^rtbu  and  ill  hullo  alt  alien  scken  apert^al 
tluit  they  byden  ia  thia  ^orlil  /  ^ 

§  lot.  Now  for  to  speken  of  the  boffl 
of  bem  thflt  Ijcaii  n^t^JIgont  and  Bloinln 
shryven  htJiriT  that  tftant  in  two  maceriia  /  "^ 
That  cum  is,  that  be  hojietb  for  to  Ihi 
longe  and  fortopurcbaccn  tnnch^  licbaei! 
for  bj»  tlel3^,  iind  tbonnci  bp  wol  sbryroJi 
b  jm  ■  and,  as  he  EeiOi,  bim  semi^tb  thaaD* 
tyini?ly  y-nonffh  to  come  to  fihrifte./ 
Another  is,  snrqaidno  that  bo  batb  i& 
OTisteH  mercy.  /  AgT^yna:  the  firsts  lysti. 
be  plial  thinkc,  tisnt  rmre  l.vf  is  in  no 
S!k*^nM'."«**  1  rtnrJ  rf^li  thnt  lilli^ibo  richi^sKa 
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he  falleth  he  xnay  aryse  ognyn  by  peni- 
tence. And  thogh  he  never  so  longo 
have  layn  in  sinne,  the  mercy  of  Crist  is 
alwey  redy  to  receiven  him  to  mercy.  / 
Agayns  the  wanhoi>e,  tliat  he  demeth 
that  he  sholde  nat  longe  persevere  in 
goodnesse,  he  shal  thinke,  that  the 
febleae  of  the  devel  may  no-thing  doon 

cx>)  but-if  men  wol  suffren  him ;  /  and  eek 
he  shal  han  strengtho  of  the  help  of  god, 
and  of  al  holy  chirche,  and  of  the  pro- 

>75  teccioan  of  aangols,  if  him  list.  / 

§  106.  Thanne  shal  men  nnderstonde 
what  is  the  fruit  of  penaunce  ;  and,  after 
the  word  of  Jesa  Crist,  it  is  the  cndelces 
blisse  of  hevene,  /  ther  joyo  hath  no  con- 
trarioostee  of  wo  ne  grevannce,  ther  alle 
harmes  been  jmssed  of  this  present  lyf ; 
ther-as  is  the  sikomesso  fro  the  poyne  of 
helle;  ther-as  is  the  blisfnl  companyo 
that  rojoysen  hem  overemo,  overich  of 
otheres  joye ;  /  ther-as  the  body  of  man, 
that  whylom  was  fool  and  dcrk,  is  more 
cleer  than  the  sonno ;  thor-as  the  body, 
that  whylom  was  syk,  froelo,  and  feble, 
and  mortal,  is  inmortal,  and  so  strong 
and  BO  hool  that  ther  may  no-thing 
apeyren  it ;  /  thcr-as  ne  is  neither  hanger, 
thnrat,  ne  cold,  bat  cver>'soule  roplcnissed 
with  the  sighte  of  the  parfit  kuowinge  of 
god.  /  This  blisful  rcgne  may  men  pur- 
chace  by  povorte  espirituel,  and  the  glorie 
by  lowenesse ;  the  plenteo  of  joyo  by 
hanger  and  thorst,  and  the  resto  by 
travaille;    and  the    lyf  by    deoth    and 

u8o  xnortifleacion  of  sinne.  / 


Bcr«  taketh  the  makere  of  this  book 
his  leve. 

§  104.  Kow  preye  I  to  hem  alle  that 
herkne  this  litel  tretis  or  redo,  that  if 
ther  be  any  thing  in  it  that  lyketh  hem, 
that  thexHif  they  thanken  oure  lord  Jesa 


Crist,  of  whom  procedeth  al  wit  and  al 
goodnesse.  /  And  if  ther  be  any  thing 
that  displcse  hem,  I  preye  hem  also  that 
they  arretto  it  to  the  defaate  of  myn 
unconninge,  and  nat  to  my  wU,  that 
wolde  fal  fayn  have  seyd  bettre  if  I  haddo 
had  conninge.  /  For  oure  boke  seith,  *  al 
that  is  writen  is  writen  for  oare  doctrine  * ; 
and  that  is  myn  entente.  /  Wherforc 
I  biseke  yow  mckely  for  the  mercy  of 
god,  that  ye  preye  for  me,  that  Crist  have 
mercy  on  me  and  foryeve  me  my  giltcs :  /  (loiu) 
— and  namely,  of  my  translacions  and 
endytinges  of  worldly  vaniteos,  the  whiche 
I  revoke  in  my  rotraccionns :  /  as  is  the  J085 
book  of  Troilos ;  The  book  also  of  Fame  ; 
The  book  of  the  nynetene  Ladies ;  The 
book  of  the  Bachesso  ;  The  book  of  soint 
Valcntyncs  day  of  the  Parlement  of 
Briddes ;  The  tales  of  Caonterbnry,  thilkc 
that  sounen  in-to  sinne;/  The  book  of 
the  Leoan;  and  many  another  book,  if 
they  were  in  my  remembrance;  and 
many  a  song  and  many  a  lecherous  lay ; 
that  Crist  for  his  grete  mercy  foiyeve  mo 
the  sinne.  /  But  of  the  translacion  of 
Boece  de  Consolacione,  and  othcre  bokes 
of  Lcgendcs  of  seintos,  and  omclies,  and 
moralitce,  and  dovocioun,  /  that  thanke 
I  oure  lord  Jesu  Crist  and  his  blisful 
moder,  and  alle  the  seintos  of  hevene ;  / 
bisekinge  hem  that  they  from  hennos- 
forth,  un-to  my  lyves  ende,  scndo  me 
grace  to  biwayle  my  giltes,  and  to  studie 
to  the  salvacioun  of  my  soule : — and 
graunte  me  grace  of  vorray  i>enitcnce, 
confessioun  and  satisfaccioun  to  doon  in 
this  present  lyf;/  thurgh  the  benigne  uxjo 
grace  of  him  that  is  king  of  kingcs  and 
prcost  over  alle  preestes,  that  boghte  us 
with  the  precious  blood  of  hii  herte ;  /  so 
that  I  may  been  oon  of  hem  at  the  day  of 
dome  that  shullo  bo  saved:  Qui  cum 
patre,  de.  »«»9^ 


Here  is  ended 


the  book  of  the  Tales  of  Caonterbnry,  compiled  by  Geffrey  Chaucer, 
pt  whos  soole  Jesa  Crist  have  mercy.   Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


VAEIATIONS  AND  EMENDATIONS. 

Thx  text  of  Chancer  is,  in  some  placetf,  cormpt,  and  in  others  can  bo  moob 
improved  by  some  emendation,  nsnally  of  a  slight  character. 

The  text  of  the  best  authorities,  as  improved  by  collation  with  other  good 
authorities,  is  here  given.  Variations  from  these  aro  denoted  by  an  obelus  (f)  in 
the  text,  which  may  be  considered  as  marking  &  reading  as  to  which  there  is  some 
doubt.  These  are  most  numerous  in  the  Bomaunt  of  the  Rose,  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse,  and  the  House  of  Fame.  There  are  very  few  doubtful  readings  in  the 
Canterbury  Tales,  for  which  there  are  better  authorities  than  in  other  casea  In 
the  following  Appendix  all  the  doubtful  readings  and  editorial  emendations  are 
accounted  for.  I  do  not,  however,  notice  words  which  are  placed  between  square 
brackets,  such  as  the  word  *  a '  on  p.  1,  L  la.  It  will  be  understood,  once  for  all, 
thai  all  such  words  are  tupplied,  and  are  misting  in  the  originals,  though  often 
r  for  the  sense  or  the  metre,  or  for  both. 


ROMAUNT  OF  THE  ROSE. 

The  authoritiBS  are  O.  (the  Glasgow  VS.) ;  and  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition  of  1532). 
Also,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  F.  (the  original  French  text,  here  quoted  from 
the  edition  hy  M^n,  Paris,  1813).  No  other  authorities  exist.  Many  linos  are 
whoUy  missing  in  G. ;  and  when  it  is  not  cited,  this  must  be  understood.  Thus,  it 
has  lost  lines  1-44. 

F^  1.  3.  TIl  swenen ;  but  the  plural  is  requirtd,  4.  Th.  that  false  ne  bene. 
S5.  Th.  slepte ;  (sleep  is  more  uguaiy,    38.  Th.  hatte ;  read  bote  (be  called). 

F^  2.  66.  G.  Th.  had  j  read  hath.  102.  G.  Th.  buskos  {not  Chaucer's  /brm), 
iia  G.  Th.  gan  I.  138.  G.  Th.  Enclosed  was ;  tee  L  1652 ;  F.  Tant  dot.  149.  G.  Th. 
mynorosso  (!) ;  F.  moMrrette, 

F^  8.  196.  G.  Th.  mysooueiting  (!) ;  F.  metconier.  aaa  G.  Th.  courtpy  {tee 
Cant.  Tales,  A  290).    248.  Both  peynted. 

PSge  i,  255.  Both  Upon  any  worthy  man  falle.  377.  Both  and  so  breketh. 
514.  Both  rent. 

F^  6.  382.  Both  may  neuer.  442.  Both  ay  {giving  no  tente);  read  shaL 
444.  Both  grace  (!),  /or  face  ;  F.  lor  vit, 

PSge  e.    485.  G.  laddris ;  Th.  ladders;  tee  h  523.    49^.  O.  y«er;  Th.  yere  j  read 
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yerd ;  «ee  1.  656.  501.  Both  wolde  {for  nolde  ;  by  coi^fktUm).  505.  Beth  god  kepe  it 
fro  care,  a  false  rime ;  cUariy  tuhdituted  for  god  it  kepe  and  were.  Were  is  the 
£.  Bpelling  of  the  verh  in  the  French  text,  which  has  que  Diex  garime,  s^xx  Both 
For ;  read  Fnl ;  (wo  ie  here  an  adjective  =  sad).    536.  O.  ony ;  Th.  any ;  read  a. 

Page  7.  564.  Some  lines  lost  here ;  3  lines  of  F.  Ufl  tminimiaCed.  5861  Both  may  ; 
read  mayden.  602.  BoHh  lande  of  Alexandrjrne ;  bift  Alexandrjm  m  an  cu^Jeetice, 
603.  G.  hidre  be ;  Th.  hyther  Ije. 

Page  8.  660.  Both  places.  668.  Both  That;  read  These.  720.  Th.  renelrye; 
G.  renerye ;  F.  reverdie. 

Page  9.  761.  Both  made ;  read  make.  ^t.  Both  bode  (fio  tenss) ;  read  Bede  ;  Ne 
bode  1  =  1  would  not  offer. 

Page  10.  859.  G.  seye ;  Th.  sey.  86a  G.  pleye  (!);  Th.  pley  (!X  865.  Both  I  wot 
not  what  of  hir  nose  I  shal  descryve  (eleven  syllables).  866.  T%co  lines  losH  here, 
879.  Both  Love  and  as  hym  likith  it  be.  933.  Both  Torke  bowes  two  fnl  wel  denysed 
had  he  {too  long). 

Page  11.  959.  Both  shoten  ;  #00 1.  989.  984.  Both  on ;  read  ofl  1007.  ^^oth  And  an  ; 
read  As  was  an ;  F.  Ainsinc  cum,  1017.  Both  wjmtred ;  hut  see  1.  loaa  1036.  Both 
thooght ;  read  thinketh.     1031.  Both  Sore  (!) ;  F.  Sade,     1034.  Both  And  hight  (!> 

Page  18.  1037.  Both  in  werk  (!X  1058.  Th.  prill ;  G.  prlle ;  {error  for  prikke, 
written  so  as  to  look  like  prilke).  1080.  Th.  amyled ;  G.  enameled.  1089.  Both  durst  (!) ; 
error  for  thnrfte,  more  commonly  thurte.     11 17.  Both  ragoonoes ;  F.  jagonees. 

Page  18.  118&  G.  sarlynysh ;  Th.  Sarlynyashe;  F.  Sarrazinesehe,  iioi.  Both 
gonsfauoonn  (!) ;  F.  goi^fanon.  laia  Both  He  caste.  1233.  Th.  hempe ;  G.  hempe  ne 
( =  hempeneX     1236.  Both  a ;  read  00  (oneX 

Page  14.  1344.  ^oth  Bitokeneth.  1283.  Both  And  she  (!) ;  read  Yoaihe ;  F.  Jonemx ; 
see  1. 1303.  1303.  Both  that ;  read  thns ;  see  1. 131a  13 13.  G.  loreyes  {error fir  loreresl); 
Th.  Lanrolles.  1315.  Th.  ended ;  G-.  eended  (  r  y-ended).  1334.  Both  durst  (as  sn 
1.  1089X  1333.  Both  she  {for  second  he).  1334.  Both  hadde  {for  bad) ;  and  bent  {Jbr 
bende) ;  both  omit  it.     1335.  Both  an  {for  on). 

Page  16.  1341.  G.  hadde  me  shette ;  Th.  had  me  shete  (tmt  shete  is  not  a  pfK\ 
1343.  Both  had  me  greued.  1348.  Both  hadde  in  all  the  gardyn  be.  13661  Both 
gardin  {for  yerdX     1369.  Both  Parys  (!) ;  for  paradys.     1397-8.  Th.  knytte,  sytte. 

Page  16.     1440.  Th.  dilectable.     1447.  Th.  garden ;  read  yerde  in ;  cf.  1348,  13166. 

1448.  Th.  efters  (!) ;   F.  tout  I'estre,     1453.  Th.  shoten ;  read  shete.    Th.  goodnesse  (for 

good  mes) ;  cfl  3463.     1498.  G.  velaynesly ;  Th.  vilajmously.     1537.  Both  musede  so. 

Page  17.     1591.  Both  entrees ;  P.  Tout  Vestre,    1593.  Both  ye  {for  he).    1594.  Both 

Ye  {for  He).     1608.  Both  laughjmg  (!) ;  read  loving. 

Page  18.  164 1.  Both  sighed.  1644.  Both  strengihes.  1648.  G.  bitrisshed;  Hi. 
bytresshed.  1663.  Both  me ;  read  be ;  F.  fusse,  1666.  G.  wole  ;  Th.  wol.  1674.  Th. 
ware ;  G.  waze ;  both  have  Bone.  1698.  Both  hath ;  omit  wel?  170a  Both  roces. 
1713.  Both  For ;  read  FuL 

Page  19.  i7ii.  G.  botheum  ;  Th.  boihnm.  1733.  Both  Sithen.  1758.  Both  two  (!). 
1766.  Both  certis  enenly ;  read  oerteinly.  1771.  Both  his ;  read  a.  1814.  Both  left-e  (!) ; 
read  felte. 

Page  20.    1848.   Both  mighte  it.     1851.   Both  sene  I  hadde.    1853-4.  Both  tHore, 
more ;  see  L  1857.     i860.  G.  Castith  ;  Th.  Casteth.     1913,  1914.  Trtmsposed  in  G.,  Th. 
Page  21.     1934.  Both  softyng;  #00  1935.     1935.  Both  prikkith.     1965.  Both  loae; 
read  louen.    3003.  Both  of;  read  to. 
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Page  22.  2038.  Bcih  queynt.  X144.  Both  taken ;  read  tan ;  cf.  9068.  2046.  Both 
disteyned ;  F.  Deceua,  2067.  Both  saspriBed.  ao68.  Both  taken ;  read  tan  ;  cf.  2044. 
JC7<S.  G.  ditese ;  Th.  desese  ;  F.  de$aai*ir,     a  116.  BofA  degree. 

Page  23.  2154.  BofA  bigynneth  to  amende.  2176.  G.  say ;  Th.  saye.  2185.  Both 
vnto ;  /or  to.    2195.  Both  in  ;  read  a. 

FiRge  24.  2264.  Both  on ;  read  upon.  2271.  Th.  anmere ;  G.  awmere ;  tee  2087. 
2279.  Both  costneth ;  F.  coutte,  2285.  Both  Farce.  2294.  G.  Th.  knowith  (!) ;  F.  Hi, 
2302.  Both  pleyneth  ;  read  pleyeth.     2527.  Both  menen. 

Page  25.  2336.  Both  londes  ;  read  lones.  2341.  Both  this  swifte ;  read  swioh  yift ; 
F.  M  riche  don,  2365,  Both  and ;  read  in.  2427.  Th.  sene  ;  read  sendo  ;  F.  envoier. 
2432.  Th.  gone  and  visyten. 

Pago  2(i.  2466.  Better  omit  of.  2473.  Both  Thought ;  read  That  sweto  ?  2499.  ^' 
yitt ;  Th.  yet ;  read  yif. 

Page  27.  2564.  Th.  forwerede ;  G.  forweriede ;  aee  3251.  2569.  Both  Be;  read  seme. 
2617.  Both  I  woto  not;  read  I  noot.  2619.  Both  better.  2621.  Both  on  hir  I  casto. 
J622.  Both  Thai.    2628.  Both  liggen  ;  read  ly. 

Page  28.  j^50l  Both  whider  (!X  2675.  Th.  whan ;  G.  whanne ;  reatl  wham  or 
whom ;  F.  De  qui  tu  tie  pues  avoir  aite,  2676.  Corrupt.  Y.Au  departir  la  parte  bai$e 
(Lc.  the  lover  is  to  kiss  the  door).  2709,  2710.  Both  more,  fore.  2712.  Both  to  gon  ; 
omit  to. 

Page  20.  2774.  Both  aftirward.  2796.  G.  Thenksmg ;  Th.  Thynkyng ;  ct  2804. 
2824.  Both  not  ben ;  F.  tu  §eroie%,    2833.  Both  me  ;  read  hem  ;  cf.  2845. 

Page  80.    2917.  Both  thou  {/or  they).    2935.  Both  declared  thee. 

Page  81.    2992.  JSoM  warrans ;  F.  Ge  voum  i  puis  bien  garantir. 

Page  82.  3052.  Both  Venus  hath  flemed.  3115.  Both  arise.  3125.  Both  And  lato 
{or  letto)  it  growo  {too  lontj).  3136.  Th.  His  eyes  reed  sparclyng  as  the  fyre-gluwo 
{too  long) ;  sparclj-ng  is  a  glou  on  reed. 

Page  88.  315a  G.  it ;  Th.  he ;  read  1;  V,ge,  3207.  Both  For  Nature ;  /  omit  For. 
$Myg.  Both  but  if  the. 

Pago  84.  3264.  Both  seyne ;  feyne  seems  better.  3274.  Both  he  be  a ;  /  omit  a. 
3301.  A/ter  gete,  Th.  inserts  the,  and  G.  thee.  3319.  Jioth  thought ;  read  taughte. 
3331.  Both  ^lio  that ;  I  omit  that.    3337.  Both  cherisannce ;  F.  chevisance. 

Page  85.  3399.  Th.  forbodo;  G.  forbede;  tvoil  forbad.  343^.  Th.sucho;  G.sichen; 
F.  puis  qu'il  me  siet. 

Page  80.  3447.  Both  where  that  the ;  /  omit  that.  549a  Both  That  he  hail. 
5491.  G.  Thanne;  Th.  Than ;  read  That ;  F.  Qu'  Amors,  3522.  Both  j-o  {/or  he); 
F.  Qm  O.     3525.  Both  it  is. 

Page  87.  354a  This  (  =  This  is);  F.  Cest,  3554.  Both  Vpon  (/or  On).  3604.  Bead 
thar ;  Th.  dare.    3626.  Th.  efbres.     3643.  Th.  the  god  of  blosse  ;  F.  Diex  la  beneie, 

Psge  88.  366a  Th.  That  so ;  omit  so.  369a  Th.  grapes  be  ripe.  3694.  Both  Though. 
5697.  Both  rennyng  (!).  3698.  Both  come  {cUmtrdly) ;  see  L  2700  ;  read  to  mo.  3710.  G. 
herte  is ;  Th.  hert  is ;  read  hertis  ( =  hertes).  3718.  Both  neithir  {/or  norX  3745.  Both 
pleyne  or  playna    3751.  Both  ye  ;  read  to. 

P««o  8^  3755.  Th.  with  his  hete.  3756.  Both  inseH  me  a/ter  bad.  3774.  G.  it 
wUle ;  Th.  at  wyL    5851.  Both  veige ;  see  32.H. 

PatgB  4a  5880.  Both  lye.  5895.  Both  trochours.  3902.  Both  herte  I  crj-o. 
3907.  Both  lowe ;  rsad  loade.  3928.  Both  must ;  read  mot ;  suppljf  take.  994^  ^Mh 
Do;  rtadto,    3943.  BoM  Thanne  (or  Than)  close ;  F.  Qii<  let  ftwt  elorra  eiilor. 
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Page  41.  3994.  Th.  YilanouBly ;  G.  vilaynesly.  4021.  O.  an  high ;  Th.  an  hye. 
4oa6.  Both  To  make. 

Page  42.    4089.  Bothplaee  it  t^fler  I. 

Page  48.  4181.  Both  of;  read  aa.  418&  Both  Boaes;  F.  roriert,  4194.  Both  who 
{/or  whioheX 

Page  44.  4272.  Both  walketh  (!X  4^6$.  Both  Which  (Jbr  Ther) ;  giving  no  torn, 
4291.  Both  except.  433a.  Both  wente  abonte  (!) ;  read  wende  a  bought  (a  =  hav«) ; 
F.  Cha  cuidoie  avoir  achetia  (I  weened  to  have  bonght  themX  4339.  G.  tilien ;  Th. 
tyllen.    435a.  Both  wente  best  abonen  to  hane. 

Page  45.  4363.  Both  bnt ;  read  aJL  Both  lost.  4365.  Both  is ;  read  am.  49^  Aitt 
charge,    4372.  G.  wole  ;  Th.  wol ;  read  waL    4435.  Both  good. 

Page  46.  4467.  Both  her  {for  hisX  447^  Both  preise.  455a  Bo/th  Lone;  nai 
lorde.    4556.  Th.  moche  that  it ;  G.  mych  that. 

Plage  47.  4561.  Both  yene  good  wille ;  F.  m  Diex  plaisL  4587.  Both  ne  fiulid ; 
J  omit  ne.    4617.  Both  not ;  read  nist ;  ct  4626,    4657.  Both  I ;  read  han. 

Page  48.  4705.  Both  And  through  the ;  read  A  tronthe.  4721.  Th.  lyke ;  O.  like ; 
read  sike.  4722.  G.  trust ;  Th.  tmste ;  (thrust  =  thirstX  Both  and  {/itr  in; 
4723,  Both  And.    4725.  Both  And.    4731.  Both  Sen. 

Page  49.  4755.  Both  by  {for  he),  4764.  BoUi  That;  read  But  4793.  Both  ener; 
read  er  (Le.  beforeX  4796.  Both  al  by  partnere.  4799.  Both  greven.  4807.  Both 
diiiyned  here.  481 1.  G.  kned ;  Th.  knedde.  4812.  Both  With.  4823.  Both  engendmre ; 
see  61 14.    4837.  Both  han  her  lust.    4846.  Both  what ;  fbr  wha 

Page  60.  4858.  Both  their.  4892.  G.  perell ;  Th.  parel ;  but  read  tyme  {tee  4S9i]l 
4921.  Both  Bnt  that  it    4933.  Both  this.    4935.  Both  yoathes  chambre  (or  chambere); 

F.  Joneace  %a  chaniberiere,  4943.  Both  And  mo  of  (!X  4945.  Both  remembreth. 
4948.  Both  him. 

Page  51.     4955.    Both  gan.      4960    Both  neither  preise.      5004.    Th.  stcmdeth; 

G.  stondith.    5010.  Both  weped.    5021.  Both  he  {fbr  hir).    5028.  Both  list  to  loae. 
Page  52.    5050.  Both  gouen.    5051.  Both  so ;  read  sho  {or  sheX    5P59.  Both  loaed. 

5068.  Both  That ;  read  But ;  cf.  4764.  5085.  Both  to ;  read  they.  5107.  G.  herberesi 
hem;  Th.  herborest  5116.  Both  the;  read  thy;  F.  ton.  5117.  Bo<A  by  thought; 
F.  tajoneace,    5144.  G.  ay  ;  Th.  aye ;  read  alway. 

Page  53.  5155.  Both  That ;  F.  Lore,  5162.  Perhapa  say  =  assay.  5201  {rubric).  Both 
Aunsete ;  error  for  Amistie.    5229.  Both  00  state ;  read  oon  estate ;  aee  540a 

Ptige  54.  5278.  Both  bothe  the.  5383.  Both  this.  5285.  Both  ynyte  (!X  5287.  Both 
And ;  r«ad  A  man.  5292.  Th.  causes ;  G.  cause ;  aee  5301,  5523.  5335.  Both  he ;  c£ 
5337>  534».    554'.  Bothhir;  read  the.    5345.  A>tA  Thurgh  the ;  I  omit  the. 

Page  55.  536a  BotA  greueth  so  groneth.  5379.  Both  him  silf  {or  selfeX 
5389.  Bot/i  kepen  ay  his ;  aee  5367.  5393.  /  omit  alle  b^ore  his.  5401.  A)<A  ought  to 
be.  5404,  Both  hath.  5408.  G.  it ;  read  in ;  Th.  omita,  5419,  5420,  5425,  5427,  5436. 
Both  hym  (!) ;  F.  lea,    5433-  Both  to  (/or  soX 

Page  56.  5452.  Th.  chere  {for  there) ;  G.  cheer  (IX  5463.  Both  thus.  5478.  Both 
For  to  shewe ;  read  She  sheweth.  5486.  Bo^  affect.  5491.  Both  F6r  al  that  yeueth 
here  out  of  drede.  5493.  G.  hite;  Th.  lette.  5544.  Both  fablyng;  F.  cheana  (l& 
£^l^g)-    554^  Both  caste. 

Page  57.  5555.  Both  in  {for  isX  5556.  Both  depe  {error  for  doje  =  dothX  5569^  Th. 
haue  yon  to  hane ;  G.  ha  yow  to  ha.  5577.  Both  i>eroeyueth.  559a  G.  mayis;  Th. 
mauys ;  F.  muia  (bushelsX    5598.  Both  that  {for  itX    5617.  Both  heme.   5641.  Both  take. 
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Page  58.  ^599.  Both  where ;  F.  guerre,  5701.  Both  shal  thogh  ho  hath  geten  (!). 
5715.  Both  Thus  is  thnrst.  5741.  G.  fy ;  Th.  fyo ;  read  sy.  (From  fy  to  sy  means 
from  the  first  syllable  offysy-cien  (phisician)  to  the  second.) 

Page  69.  5755.  Both  shewing.  5761-2.  Supply  it  in  5761 ;  it  occurt  a/ler  Himsilf  in 
576J.    5781.  Both  The  ;  F.  Troit,    5788.  Both  vnto.    58J1.  Both  nyl  not. 

Page  60.  5855.  Both  kepte ;  F.  qui  mestrie,  5861k  Both  that  Uke.  58^  Both  As 
my  nede  is.    sgnyo.  Both  That  such  toores  ben  ;  /  omit  That  and  ben. 

Page  61.  5942.  Both  folyly.  5959.  Both  beaute  (!).  596a.  Both  That  I ;  /  owit 
That.  5976.  Both  fal  dere.  6002.  Both  grede ;  error  for  gnede.  6uo6.  Both  beaute  {n$ 
«*»  5959).    6009.  Th.  wol ;  G.  wole. 

Page  62.    6064.  2k>tA  hindreth. 

Page  63.  6165.  Both  which ;  F.  tex  (snchX  6169.  Both  lette.  6174.  Both  nede  ;  F. 
be»HffneM.  6205.  7  tupply  this  line  ;  went  his  wylo  =  turns  aside  his  craft.  6206.  Th. 
begylen  ;  G.  bjrgylyng.     62^7.  Th.  commcn  ;  G.  comyn. 

Pago  64.  6243.  Both  ful  many ;  omit  fuL  6256.  Both  maketh  the ;  omit  tho. 
6292.  Both  plantcn  most.  6296.  Both  feyne  ;  F.  dire,  6314.  Both  insert  shal  be/ore 
never.    6317,  6318.  Two  half-lines  lost ;  words  supplied  by  Kalnzo. 

Page  65.  6341.  Both  and  re3rnod(!);  for  streyned;  see  7366.  6355.  Bothloly(l); 
read  hlynde.  I  supply  ther.  6:72,  A  line  lost ;  supplied  as  in  Morris's  edition ; 
F.  <S'J  n'«fi  sui  mes  si  receus.    6378.  Both  I  {Jbr  me).    6407.  Both  not ;  read  yit. 

Page  66.  646a  Both  it  is ;  F.  Ponptoi,  6466.  Both  woth  (!).  6481.  Both  semest ; 
F.  sembUs,  6491.  Both  bettir.  6493.  Both  of  a  i)ore.  650a  B<tth  me  a  dyne. 
6515.  Both  not.    6;22,  Both  Hath  a  soule.     6sji2.  G.  thrittcne ;  Th.  thirtcne  (urongly). 

Page  67.  6539.  G.  beggith  ;  Th.  beggeth.  6542.  G.  godtlis ;  Th.  goddcs.  6565.  G. 
ther ;  Th.  their.  6569.  Both  yaf.  6570.  G.  folkis ;  Th.  folkea  6572.  Both  they ;  read 
leye ;  F.  gisoicnt.    6606.  Both  Ben  somtyme  in ;  see  66ia 

Page  68.  6667.  Both  hane  biddo ;  /  omit  haue.  6688.  Th.  hondis ;  G.  omits. 
670a  Both  Yit.     6707.  Both  mendiciens  (-once). 

Page  69.    6819.  Both  wrinc ;  both  hem  ;  both  at     6823,  ^1624.  Both  robbyng,  gilyng. 

Page  70.  688a  Th.  No  wol ;  G.  Wol;  read  Nil  691)2,  6907.  Both  burdons. 
6911.  Both  bunions ;  but  borders  are  meant.     6925,  6926.  Both  liim. 

Page  71.  6974.  /  omit  a  a/ter  tymes.  7018.  G.  werrien  ;  Th.  werryen.  7029.  Jhtth 
these  {/or  thefe),  and  that  {/or  or) ;  F.  lerres  ou,     71)38.  Both  them. 

Page  72.  71x41.  G.  chefiis  ;  Th.  chcffes  ;  F./romages.  71)92.  Th.  We  had  ben  tur- 
mented  al  and  some ;  (G.  different  line^  in  late  hand) ;  F.  Tout  eust  este  torment*, 
7109.  G.  has  here  L  7x10^ /allowed  by  a  blank  line ;  Th.  has  That  they  [read  he]  no  might 
the  booke  by,  /allowed  by  a  spurious  line.     711a  Th.  To  the  copj'c,  if  hem. 

Page  78.  7145.  Both  no.  7159.  Both  vpon.  7175,  7174.  I  supply  those  lines  by  con- 
jecture ;  P.  Par  Pierre  roil  le  Pape  entendre.  7181).  Both  That  {read  And);  to  {rt-ad 
thatX      7221.  Both  worthy ;  see  7104.    Both  mynystres ;  read  maistres. 

Page  74.     7316.  Both  slayn ;  F.  escorchies. 

P^  76.  7368.  G.  graccho ;  Th.  graUho.  7389.  Th.  deuysed.  7^.  Th.  salow.- ; 
read  falowe.  7394.  Th.  to ;  read  tho.  7409.  Th.  And.  7429.  Tli.  humbly.  743a.  Th. 
remeued. 

Page  76L  7473.  Th.  hath  hadde  the.  7488.  Th.  doughty  (!) ;  F.  poudreui,  7533.  Th. 
■he  nat  herselfe  {wro¥igly). 

Vmge  7a  7653.  G.  wole ;  Th,  woL  7662.  Both  wot ;  F.  /ait,  7663.  Th.  we  {/&r  ye) ; 
0.1 


724  MpptnUx. 

THE  MINOR  POEMS. 

L    AN  A.aC. 

The  MSS.  used  to  form  this  text  are:  C.=  MS.  Ff.  5.  30  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  Libniy; 
Ja=MS.  G.  21,  in  Si.  John's  College,  Cambridge;  01.=  01aagow  Ma  Q.  2,  2$; 
L.  =  MS.  Land  740,  in  the  Bodleian  Libraxy ;  Qg.  =  MS.  Og.  4.  a/,  in  the  Cunb. 
Univ.  library;  P.  ^  Fairfax  16,  in  the  Bodleian;  B.  =  Bodley  658;  Sion=:Skm 
Coll.  MS.  ThetextfoUowa€io§ely  the  Jh^cif  these;  but  U  corrected  by  coUatknw^ 
the  others. 

Page  81.  167.  All  the  MSS,  inseH  snfired  ajter  eek ;  probably  caught  from  the  lim 
above.  Or  perhaps  hia  herte  tou  caught  from  the  line  below;  in  which  cast,  read  And 
snftred  eek,  that  Longins  him  pighte.  And  note,  that  pighte  should  surely  be  pri^tei 
i.e.  pricked,  as  in  Cant.  Tales,  F  418.  Pighte  properly  means  pitched.  Eenceread: 
And  sofEred  eek,  that  Longios  him  prighte. 

IL    THE  COMPLEYNTE  UNTO  PITE. 

The  MS8,  are :  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B.  (Bodl«y  638) ;  Sh.  (ShirW^ 
MS.,  Harl.  78) ;  Ff.  (F£  i.  6,  in  the  Camb.  Univ.  libzazy);  T^  here  put  Jbr  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  B.  3.  19) ;  also  Ha.  (HarL  7578X     The  textJbUows  F.  mainly. 

Page  82.    au  MSS.  was  {for  nas),  twice;  wrongly,    77,  MSS.  is  {fitr  nisX 

HX    THE  BOOK  OF  THE  DUCHESSR 

The  authorities  are  only  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  153a) ;  and  three  MSS.,  vis,  F.  (Fairfax 
16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  B.  (Bodley  638).  /  follow  F.  mainly,  B.  astd  F.  an  muA 
alike. 

Page  88.    6.  All  take  no  kepe.     14.  AU  sorwfol  (badly) ;  read  sory.     23.  AU  this. 

Page  84.  76.  i^o<  M  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  of  Alcyone  his  wyfe.  80,  Not  in  Tn.B,;Th,f. 
began  to  yeme  ;  read  gan  to  erme.  Sa,  Not  in  Tn.  B. ;  Th.  F.  her  thooght  so  {copied 
from  81) ;  read  he  dwelte  sa  86.  Not  <nTn.  B. ;  Th.F.That  she  had  this;  /oaiithe, 
and  supply  alas  yhmi  87,  where  it  occurs  after  him,  a»»d  makes  the  line  too  long. 
101.  All  this  lady ;  for  she.  107.  A.II  wepte ;  read  weep.  131.  All  right  so  {but  right 
belongs  to  L  133). 

Page  85.  149.  All  speke  right  so  {btU  right  belongs  to  1.  150).  158,  159.  AU  nog^t 
{Jbr  nothing).  175.  Tn.  slepte ;  F.  slept ;  #00  177.  185.  AU  up  and  axed.  204.  AU  am. 
J06.  I  supply  look.    207.  AU  for  sache ;  read  at  whicha      an.  AU  alias ;  read  A. 

Page  86.  264.  AU  insert  qnene  after  goddesse.  394.  All  And ;  read  I.  396.  AU 
insert  my  before  slepe.  30a  AU  oner  al ;  I  omit  oner.  338L  AU  and  of  king.  339.  AU 
repeat  of  king  b^ore  Lamedon.  33a  All  insert  And  eke  b^ore  of  Medea.  331.  AU 
and  of  {for  and).  333.  {Marked  by  mistake;  so  in  MSS.)  334.  AU  And ;  read  OL 
34J.  jIU  insert  to  &^or0  cold. 

Page  87.  348.  AU  And  I;  oiiii<  And.  38a  AU  and  so  at ;  onUt  so.  443.  -^^  Hi«0^ 
right  b^ore  wonder. 

Page  8a  454.  AU  but  B.  insert  right  b^/bre  yong.  473.  iiU  insert  M  b^/brs  weL 
479k  After  this  line,  Th.  <iuer(t  And  thns  in  aorowe  lefle  me  alone;  U  is  spmiom. 
[Hence  there  is  no  line  480.]  498.  AU  for  ther  no ;  and  is  {fbr  wasX  517.  AU  bad 
ygret ;  read  gretts ;  see  5^3.    548.  Insert  good ;  cf.  714,  731. 

Page  88.    57U.  All  with  his ;  omit  his.    571.  AU  may  no ;  omit  na    583.  AU  ao  fnl; 


SL^ff^Hx.  725 


omit  fiiL  584.  AU  That ;  read  Thogh.  586.  For  the  former  hit,  a2Z  ftaM  him ;  see 
585.  589.  F.  B.  ThesiphuB ;  Tn.  Tesiphos ;  Th.  Te^rphns  (miMcritten  for  Cenphiis  = 
Seaiphna).  599.  P.  Th.  »orowe(!);  Tn.  eorov(!);  read  song.  631X  Th.  Tn.  flonrcs; 
f  .  B.  fioarys ;  read  floor  ul 

F!Bge90.  66a.  AU  in  the;  omit  the.  681.  All  she  my  fen;  r«a4  my  fers  she 
(KochX  695.  AU  For  th«r ;  omit  For.  721.  AU  yia  parde ;  omit  yis.  728.  >!{{  also ; 
nead  als.  73a.  AU  the  quene ;  orntt  the.  740.  AU  no  man ;  read  noon.  745.  F.  Tn. 
Jjoo  ihe  that  may  be ;  Th.  Howo  that  may  be ;  here  she  is  an  error  for  sir ;  and  how 
that  may  he  for  how  may  that  be  ;  the  edition  of  1550  hae  Howe  may  that  be. 

FlBge  91.  751.  AU  insert  shalt  after  thou ;  omit  it  (KochX  771.  AU  I  prayde ;  omit 
I.  779.  AU  moste  able  ;  omit  moste.  785.  ^12  ryght  so ;  omit  ryght.  81U.  All  That 
tyme  and ;  omit  That  tyme.  805.  All  on  a  day.  806.  AU  thcr  that  I ;  omit  that. 
823.  AU  Than  any  other  planote  in  heven.  8^8.  All  and  of;  omit  of.  829.  ^;z  and 
•o;  omit  and.  84a  All  connseyl  (a  (/tow  tfpon  reed,  the  original  tcord).  844.  AU 
better. 

Pftge  92.  895.  All  But  which  ;  omrt  But.  90)5.  Was  white  ;  omit  white  {resermt 
for  1.  948).  924.  .AM  swere  wel ;  omit  weL  95a  -AM  never  yet ;  omit  yet.  943.  AU 
and  pure  flat ;  omit  pure.    943.  jI/2  or ;  read  and. 

Page  93.  959.  All  nere  pure;  omi<  pure.  971.  AU  swere  wcl ;  rea^  sweren. 
994.  AU  And  thorto ;  omit  And.  997.  ^fZ  >Vhat  harme  was ;  but  liarm  is  mtmo- 
tyllabie,  luoo.  wolde  not ;  r^id  nolde.  i(u8.  AU  into ;  read  to.  104a  AU  and  my 
goddesae  (!) ;  read  and  my  lisse  (L  e.  consolation).     1051.  All  loked  her ;  omit  her. 

FiBgeQA.  1075.  All  nay  trcwly  I;  omit  trewly.  1099.  AU  coude  tho;  read  tho 
oonde.     1147.  AU  hit  not  never ;  omit  not. 

Page 96.  1188.  AUean;  read  nam.  1189.  ^2{  soy  right;  omtt  right.  1234.  jIM  to 
false  ;  omit  to.     1239.  All  r>'ght  as  ;  omit  r>*ght. 

Pkge  96.     1264.  AU  thynges ;  read  thing.     1322.  All  thor  was ;  omit  ther. 

IV.    THE  COMPLEYNT  OP  MARS. 

The  authorities  are:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  Ju.  (Julian  Notary's 
edition);  HarL  (HarL  7333);  T.  (Trin.  Ck)lL  Camb.,  R  3.  ao);  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden  B.  J4, 
in  the  Bodleian  Library) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532).    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Plage  96.    89.  >1U  nygh  drejmt ;  omit  nygh.     125.  AU  transpose  hur  and  don. 

Plage  99.  141.  AU  god  helpe ;  read  helpe  god  ;  and  accent  soly  and  Venus  on  the 
laiier  syUabU, 

Page  lOa    274.  Most  MSS.  have  to  so ;  T.  omits  to. 

V.    THE  PARLEMENT  OF  FOULES. 

The  authorities  are:  P.  (Fairfax  16);  Gg.  (Og.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  Trin. 
(Trin.  Coll.  Camb.  B.  3.  19) ;  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  HarL  (Harleian  7333) ;  O.  (St. 
John's  Coa,  Oxford) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  LibraxyX  /  have  also  cons%dUd  Tn. 
(Tanner  346);   D.  (Dlgby  181);   and  others,     I  follow  F.  mainly;  chiefly  corrected 

Pige  lOL    59.  AUhe;  read  hit ;  see  36,  43. 

Pli«e  108,    396.  AU  have  formed. 

F^  lOa    613.  Og.  reufulles  (!) ;  Pepys,  rowthAill ;  rest  rewful  (!). 
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VL    A  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  LADY. 

(My  two  MS.  copUa :  Sh.  (Shirley^  Ha,  HarL  78) ;  Ph.  (Fhillipps  9053,  now  Addii 
34560).  Alao  Ed.  (edition  of  1561X  /  foUaw  Sh.  vuUfdjf;  btU  correct  uamy  bad 
ipellings  ;  and  tupply  many  ioorde^  and  even  lines.    Lmee  124-133  ore  in  Ph.  only. 

Page  IIL  14.  All  now  doth ;  I  omit  now.  15.  Tki§  line  i$  supplied^  to  rime  wMk 
L  17.  19.  Sh.  and  jit  my ;  I  put  fro  /or  yit.  24.  This  Une  supplied ;  to  Hme  with 
L  22;  cf.  CompL  of  Man,  189.  25,  j6.  Supplied ;  cf.  CompL  to  Pile,  aa,  17 ;  An«lida, 
307.    33.  I  omit  ihe  b^ore  sleeth.    56.  A  line  lost ;  supplied /^ram  Anelida,  181. 

Page  112.  59.5M|>pUedyVom  Anelida,  182.  68.  Sh.  ener  do.  78.Sh.yoiire;  mulyow. 
79.  Sh.  wist  that  were ;  I  omit  that.  Sh.  yonr  hyeneise  {r^)eated/rom  76) ;  read  yow 
distrewe.  S2,  {The  dagger  should  precede  ia) ;  Sh,  thtaie  is ;  owdt  thmnA,  ioa.Sh.beoo 
ener ;  read  ever  been.  103.  Imperfect ;  /  supply  here.  104.  Sh.  But  the  ;  omit  But 
114.  Sh.  nought;  read  nothing.  laa  Sh.  no  trewer  oo  verrayly ;  Bd.  no  trevtr 
verely  {false  rime).  127.  Ph.  For  wele  ;  om.  For.  129.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  That  jwr 
myght  offenden.    132.  Not  in  Sh. ;  Ph.  no  blisse ;  omit  na     133.  Ph.  dweUe  withyn. 

Vn.    ANELIDA  AND  ABCTTE. 

AtOhorities :  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  Tn.  (Tanner  346) ;  D.  (Difby  181}; 
Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  B.  (Bodley  638);  Lt.  (Longleat  MS.) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1532X    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  114.  91.  Th.  Tn.  HarL  tmsteth ;  rest  trusted;  read  trust  (=^tnisMli)^ 
129.  All  lenger  she  ;  omit  she. 

Page  116.     174.  AU  si>eketh  she.     191.  All  nn-to ;  read  to: 

Page  116.    241.  All  be  fonnde ;  but  be  was  copied  in  from  L  240. 

Vin.    CHAUCKBS  WOHDES  UNTO  ADAM. 
Prom  T.  (Trin.  Ck>U.  Camb.,  R  3.  20).    Also  in  Ed.  (edition  of  1561). 
Page  118.    3.  T.  thy  long  lokkes ;  omit  long.    4.  T.  wiyte  more  truwe ;  omit  men. 

IX.    THE  FOBMEB  AGE. 

Two  copies:  L  (IL  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  Hh.  (Hh.  4.  12,  in  the  same). 
Chi^yfromh 

Page  lia  3.  I.  paied  of  the ;  omit  the.  11.  L  gnodded ;  Hh.  knoddyd ;  eomeU§ 
gnlden,  pt.  pL  cf  golden. 

Page  119.  3$.  Both  No  batails  trompes ;  omit  batails.  34.  L  No  places  wildnean; 
Hh.  No  place  of  wildnease ;  omit  places,  place  o£    56.  A  line  lost ;  I  supply  it 

X.  FOBTUNE. 

Authorities:  I.  (IL  3.  21,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  OoU. 
Camb.) ;  F.  (Fair&x  16) ;  B.  (Bodl^  638) ;  H.  (Hari.  2251X 

XL    MEBCILES  BEAUTB. 
One  copy  :  P.  (Pepys  2006).    36.  P.  this ;  read  ther. 

Xn.    TO  BOSEMOUNDB. 
One  copy:  MS.  Bawl.  Poet.  163  ;  leaf  114. 
Page  121.    II.  semy  {sic) ;  read  seemly,    fynall  {for  final,  a  misreading  {^fsmaJi^ 
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Xm.    TRUTH. 

Avthorities:  At  (Addit.  10340);  O^.  {Gg.  4.  27,  Camb.  Univ.  Library);  E.  (EUes- 
mere  MS.) ;  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  B.  5.  ao);  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  and 
otkem.    Chi^yfrom  £.     The  Envoy  U  in  At.  only. 

Fage  122.  19.  Know  thy  contree ;  HarL  F.  T.  Loke  vp  on  hie.  aa  Hold  the  hye 
wey ;  Harl.  F.  Weyve  thy  Inst. 

Xnr.    OENTILESSR 

Authoritiet:  A.  (Ashmole  59);  T.  (Trin.  ColL  K.  3.  ao);  HarL  (HarL  7333);  Ct. 
(Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  Ha.  (HarL  7578) ;  Add.  (Addit.  a2i39) ;  Cx.  (Carton's  edition). 
I/oUow  Cx.  mainly. 

Pbge  128.  ao.  Cx.  makes  hem  ejrres,  that  can  hem  queme  i  A.  mathe  his  hesrre 
him  that  wol  him  qweme  ;  Ct.  That  maketh  his  heires  hem,  &o, 

XV.    LAK  OF  STEDPASTNESSE. 
AuihcriHet:  HarL  (HarL  7333);  T.  (Trin.  Coll.  H.  3.  ao);  Ct.  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7); 
F.  (Fairfax  16);   Add.  (Addit.  22139);   Bann.  (Bannatyne);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition, 
1553) ;  «n<2  othen.    I  follow  Ct.  mainly, 

XVL    LENVOY  A  SCOGAN. 

AvthoriUei :  Gg.  (Gg.  4. 27^  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  P.  (Pepys  2006) ; 
Th.  (Thynne's  edition,  1532X    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

XVn.    LENVOY  A  BUKTON. 
Authorities:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Th.  (Thynne's  edition) ;  Ju.  (Julian  Notary's  edition^ 
I  follow  F.  mainly. 

XVIIL    THE  COMPLEYNT  OP  VENUS. 

Authorities:  T.  (Trin.  ColL  R.  3.  ao);  A.  (Ashmole  59);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  F. 
(Fairfax  i6) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Ar.  (Arch.  Selden,  P.  a4) ;  P.  (Pepys 
aoo6);  Th.  (Thynne*s  edition,  1533^    IfMow  F.  mainly. 

N.B.  Another  authority  is  the  set  of  three  original  French  Ballades  by  Otes  de 
Oraunson,  which  Chaucer  here  imitates. 

Page  125.  31.  AU  Pley  or  Pleye ;  recul  Pleyne,  translation  of  original  l^Yench 
FUhndre, 

XIX.    THE  COMPLEINT  TO  HIS  PURSE. 

Authorities:  F.  (Fair&x  16) ;  HarL  (HarL  7*33) ;  Ff.  (Ff.  i.  6,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ; 
P.  (Pepys  J006) ;  Add.  (Addit  22139);  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  Th.  (Thynne's  ed.  1532). 
IfoUow  P.  mainly. 

XX.    PROVERBS. 

AuthariUes:  F.  (Fairfax  16);  Ha.  (HarL  7578);  Ad.  (Addit  16165).  I  follow  F. 
mainXy. 

Page  126.     i.  AU  insert  thus  after  these ;  /  omit  thus. 

XXL    AOAINST  WOMEN  UNCONSTANT. 
Authorities  :  Ct  (Cotton,  Cleop.  D.  7) ;  F.  (Fairfax  if>) ;  Ha.  (HarL  3758) ;  Ed.  (Stowe's 
edition,  1561). 

Bagre  127.    ij.  AU  stondeth ;  read  staat 
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XXir.    CX)MPLEINT  DAMOUBS. 

Authorities :  HarL  (HarL  7333) ;  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638). 
Page  127.  4.  AU  right  thus  ;  omit  right.  9.  AWSe;  read  For. 
Pag©  12a    86.  /supply  ther  from  ParL  Fonles,  310. 

XXTTL    A  BALADE  OF  COMPLEYNT. 
Sole  copy :  MS.  Addit.  16165,  fol.  256,  back. 

XXIV.    WOMANLY  NOBLESSE. 

Sole  copy:  MS.  Addit.  34360,  foL  ai,  back. 

Page  129.  13.  This  line  is  supplied  by  conjecture,  18.  MS.  for  to ;  I  omit  for. 
35.  And  thynkith  be  raiion  {too  long),  36.  for  til  do  the ;  /  omit  the,  and  subslitvti  to 
form 

TRANSLATION  OF  BOETHIUS. 

Authorities :  C.  (Camb.  tJniv.  Library,  li  3.  at) ;  A.  (Addit.  10340) ;  Ed.  (Thyxme'i 
edition,  1532) ;  Cx.  (Caxton's  edition) ;  li.  (XL  i.  38) ;  &c    IfoUow  C.  mainly. 

Page  181.    PROBB  L  74.  Ox,  Th.  from ;  MSS.  omit  from. 

Page  188.  Pn.  IIL  63.  Ox.  Th.  Soranos  (cm  in  Latin  text) ;  0.  A.  Sorans.  Mxt.  IV. 
12.  Ox.  Th.  leyte  ;  li  leit ;  0.  A.  light. 

Page  184.  Pb.  IV.  9;.  This  Qloss  is  misplaced  in  the  MSS. ;  it  comes  in  2</br>e  Textxa 
in  L  87. 

Page  144.    Pr.  lit.  66,  I  omit  and  h^ore  ftilfaldest ;  it  is  worse  than  needless. 

Page  IBS.     Pr.  Vltl.  a8.  0.  A.  windinge  ;  Ox.  wyndy ;  Lat.  uentosam. 

Page  156.    Pa.  II.  125.  /  supply  nat,  for  deamess ;  it  is  implied  in  the  ftiOotdng  ne. 

Page  18a    Pr.  VI.  30a    AU  the ;  read  that. 

Page  190.  M«T.  VL  38.  Bead  bxetheth ;  IL  brethith ;  A.  bredith ;  a  Ed.  bereth; 
Jjatspirat, 

Page  196.    Pr.  III.  192.  AU  of  the  whiohe  {no  sense) ;  read  than  whicheu 


TROILUS  AND  CBISEYDE. 

Authorities:  01.  (Oampsall  MS.) ;  Op.  (Oorp.  Ohr.  OolL  Oam.  61);  H.  (Harl.  2j8o:: 
Ha.  (HarL  3943);  Om.  (Og.  4.  27,  in  Oamb.  Univ.  Library)  j  Ed.  (edition  by  Thynne, 
i53aX    IfoUou)  OL  and  Op.  mainly,  which  are  much  alike. 

Page  247.    17.  AU  hem ;  read  him ;  seel  ig. 

Page  249.  144.  OL  Op.  H.  ben  ay  I-lyke ;  Ed.  to  ben  aye  ylike ;  Hj.  bene  ylyl»; 
Om.  ay  ben  I-lik ;  read  been  y-like  ay. 

Page  265.  573.  Om.  thonrrBte ;  Op.  H.  thmste ;  OL  doiste ;  Ha.  Ed.  dont;  rted 
thnrfte. 

Page  279.    391.  H.  troste  {righUy) ;  rest  trost    .^n  to  finden  {or  finde) ;  omit  to. 

Page  814.    1109.  .^U  the  est ;  read  th'est. 

Page  821.     1586.  AU  That  she ;  omit  That.     1618.  AU  Oome  or  Com. 
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THE  HOUS  OF  TAME. 

AuihorUiea  :  F.  (Fairfax  16) ;  B.  (Bodley  638) ;  P.  (Pepys  aoo6) ;  Gx.  (Caxton*8  edition) 
Th,  (Thynne's  edition,  153a).    I  follow  F.  mainly. 

Page  826.  8.  AU  why  this ;  omit  why.  11.  why  these ;  omit  why.  20.  All  is 
more ;  omit  is.    24,  AU  needletdy  insert  the  (or  her)  before  hrayn. 

Page  827.  88.  AU  pouerte;  read  povert;  or  elide  the  final  e.  119.  All  slept, 
slepte ;  read  sleep  ;  eee  438. 

Page  829.    362.  AU  But  al ;  (mit  But. 

Page  880.  366.  All  in-to  ;  read  in.  37a  MSS.  Alias  (or  alas  !) ;  read  Eneas.  (ZToto- 
ever  Th.  Aa«  bim,  alas.)  399.  Cx.  Th.  Oenone  {which  read  aafowr  syllables^  0-e-no-ne, 
at  in  TroiL  L  654). 

Page  881.    513.  AU  sely ;  read  selly  (I  e.  strange). 

Page  882.  557.  Cx.  Th.  P.  agast  so ;  read  so  agast.  603.  AU  do ;  read  done 
iSfenmd),  613.  AU  herke ;  read  herkne;  eee  725.  618.  Deficient;  I  supply  goddesse, 
631.  All  lytel  (Utell) ;  read  lyte. 

Pago  883.     727.  Cx.  Th.  P.  a  worthy ;  F.  B.  worthe  a ;  omit  a. 

Pbge  834.  764.  AU  herke ;  eee  725.  827.  F.  And  that  sum  place  stide ;  B.  Th.  And 
that  som  styde ;  {not  in  Cx.  P.) ;  read  And  that  the  mansionn  ;  eee  754,  831.  830.  AU 
That ;  read  Than. , 

Page  336.  896.  Cx.  Th.  gan  to ;  rest  to ;  read  gan.  911.  All  token  (!) ;  read  tonn ; 
eee  89a 

Page  836.  1007.  F.  Cx.  Th.  B.  Athalantes;  P.  athlanntres  (of.  Atlante,  Ovid, 
Fasti,  V.  83). 

Page  337.     1114.  F.  oitee ;  P.  cite  (=site) ;  rest  03rte. 

Page  838.  117/.  Supply  craft  yhwii  L  1178,  where  it  occure^  after  cast,  in  Cx.  Th.  P. 
1189.  B.  Babewjmnes;  P.  Babewenries;  {all  corrupt),  laia  F.  Saten;  B.  Sate;  Cx. 
Th.  Sat ;  P.  Sett ;  read  Seten. 

Page  889.  1259.  Th.  pleyeng;  rest  pley.  1271.  AU  the  {put  for  thee).  1303.  F. 
hat  J  B.  hate  ;  Cx.  Th,  hackyng ;  read  hatte. 

Page  840.  1361.  F.  B.  Sit ;  Cx.  P.  Sat ;  read  Sitte.  1373.  AU  wonderly ;  see  1327. 
1415.  AU  And  thus ;  omit  And. 

Page  841.  1494.  F.  high  the  {for  highthe);  Cx.  Th.  heyght;  read  highte; 
se«  744.     1527.  AU  into ;  read  in. 

Pago  842.     1570.  All  Upon ;  read  Up. 

Page  343.  1666.  AU  werkes ;  retid  werk  {and  so  in  1701, 1720).  1686.  AU  of  bawme; 
omit  of.     1725.  F.  B.  Th.  Al  so ;  rest  And  so ;  read  So. 

Page  844.     1765.  F.  B.  now  let  se ;  omit  now.     1813.  All  grete,  gret ;  read  gretest. 

Page  84S.  1853.  F-  Th.  be  noght  for ;  Cx.  B.  be  for ;  read  be  but  for.  1887.  AU 
thinge,  thing;  read thinges.  1897. .^{{wote  ;  react wiste ;  see  1901.  1902.  .^{{dwelled 
or  dwellyth,  1907.  B.  Whithen ;  rest  Why  than ;  read  Whiohe.  194a  F.  Cx.  B. 
hattes  (!) ;  Th.  hatches ;  read  hottes. 

Pa^  346.  1961, 1962.  AU  werres,  restes ;  read  vrem,  reste.  1967.  AU  and  eek  of; 
omit  and  eek  (c£  1968).  1975.  AU  wrongly  write  misgovemement  as  one  word, 
aoog,  AU  these ;  read  swiche.  2017.  F.  frot  {for  froit  =  fruit) ;  B.  foot ;  Cx.  Th, 
swote.  2021.  AU  yaf  in :  omit  in.  2026.  F.  B.  here  anoon  (anon) ;  Cx.  Th.  here ;  read 
anoon  beer. 


730  JSipptnlvc. 


Page  847.  3049.  -^^  ^^  (0  i  ^^od  the  other.  3053.  All  And  thus  {twice);  omit  And 
(hrice).  ao6i.  F.  B.  forth  ryght  to ;  Cx.  forth  unto ;  Th.  streyght  to ;  read  forth  ta 
2076.  F.  B.  Went  every  moathe  (!) ;  Th.  Cx.  Wente  eueiy  tydyng ;  read  Wente  evsy 
word.  aoS$.  All  and  wente ;  read  hit  wente.  3104.  B.  hane  that  oon ;  F.  han  on ; 
Th.  have  one.    AU  omit  of 

Page  84a  3152.  B.  note ;  F.  Th.  noyse  (!).  F.  an  highen  (!);  Th.  on  hyghen  (!);  B. 
and  yen ;  read  on  hyghe  (or  on  hyeX 

THE  LEGEND  OF  GOOD  WOMEN. 

Authoritiet:  for  Text  A  (earlier  vertion)  of  the  Prologne :  Kie  copy  C.  (Og.  4.  27,  ia 
Camb.  Univ.  Library).  For  Text  B  (later  vertion)  of  the  same,  and  all  the  i«rt : 
P.  (Fairfax  16);  Tn.  (Tanner  346);  T.  (Trin.  CoR  Cank  B.  3.  19);  A.  (Arch.  Selden. 
B.  34);  B.  (Bodley  638);  P.  (Pepys  2006);  Th.  (Thynne*a  edition,  1532);  olio  GL  (at 
above) ;  Add.  (Addit  983a). 

Page  858,  coL  i.  135.  C.  is  here  corrupt ;  it  Aa»— The  honour  and  the  htimUe 
obeysannce.  /  euggett  They  dide  honour  and  humble  obeysannoes ;  or  read  Telding 
honoor,  &o.  (at  in  coL  a),    CoL  i ;  137, 138 ;  imperfect ;  IfU  up  the  gape. 

Page  870.    842.  AU  renten  (rente),  wrongly ;  read  renden. 

Page  874.  1126.  AU  honourable ;  read  noble ;  tee  1143,  1210,  1222. 

Page  875.  1217.  a  bes^a  wilde;  T.  A.  P.  wild  bestys;  rest  wilde  hertw;  read 
hertes  wilde.     1238.  AU  and  beoom  (againtt  metre);  read  to  been. 

Page  87&    1463.  AU  yle  of;  omit  of. 

Page  888.     1879.  All  himself  or  himaelfe ;  read  himselve. 

Page  887.     2138.  AU  was  performed ;  read  performed  was. 

Page  888.    2227.  All  quyte  him ;  read  him  qnyte. 

Page  893.    2592.  Th.  And  what ;  C.  T.  That  what ;  read  What 


TREATISE  ON  THE  ASTROLABE. 

Authorities :  A-  (Camb.  Univ.  Library,  Dd.  3.  53) ;  B.  (Bodley,  S.  Hnseo  54) ;  C 
(Bawlinson  1370) ;  D.  (Ashmole  391) ;  £.  (Bodley  619) ;  F.  (Corpus  424);  G.  (Trin.  CoSL 
Cam.  B.  15.  18) ;  H.  (Sloane  314) ;  L  (Sloone  291) ;  K.  (Bawlinson,  Misc.  3);  L.  (Addit 
23002) ;  M.  (St  John's  CoU.  Cam.) ;  N.  (Digby  72) ;  O.  (Ashmole  360) ;  P.  (Camh  Univ. 
Library,  Dd.  12.  5O  ;  0-  (Ashmole  393) ;  R  (Egerton  2622) ;  &  (Addit  29250).  IJbOm 
A.  mainly ;  collated  udth  B.  C.  L  M.  P.  The  laUer  part  (after  Fart  H.  §  40)  f^om 
L.  M.  N.  O.  P.  R.  & 

Part  899.  §  12.  8,  9.  HSS.  wrongly  transpose  umbra  cerso,  and  wtdura  rvete 
( =  umibra  extensa). 

Page  402.    §  3.  51, 53.  For  18,  tome  MSS.  have  12. 

Page  403.  §  3.  62,63.  Some  MSS.  Sand  2 ;  othert^  9  amd  la  64.  8omea$;  atkere  la 
§  4.  12.  C.  P.  for^seide  same  degree ;  omit  same.  25.  AU  15 ;  read  25 ;  Lat  test 
viginti  guinque. 

Page  409.  §  25^  45*  '^o  sets  of  readings  here ;  the  second  set  puts  the  Sua  in 
10  degrees  of  Leo,  with  an  altitude  of  56,  and  declination,  18 ;  diffwence,  98, 

Page  410.    §  2&    37.  AU  heed  (heued)/or  ende,  abturdly ;  cf.  27,  31. 
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Aige  414.    $40,    8.  Bead  for  sothe  ;  misuTiUen  for  Bonne  in  A.  B. ;  othen  vary. 

Page  415.  $  4<>.  75-  A.  omitt  of  and  degrees  ;  Jmt  retains  3.  93.  P.  supplies  the  latt 
Jim  words,  which  A.  B.  C.  E.  omit    §  4-'.  ^4,  a$.  For  2,  M.  has  6 ;  for  $,  ^  has  4, 

Page  416.  §  44.  »>.  N.  wreten ;  rMuI  wrjte.  56.  L.  N.  O.  passid ;  IC.  om/ta; 
rvod  laae. 

Page  417.    §  45.     la  L.  I  wold  w^-ttj-n ;  N.  Iwyton  ;  O.  wiytoun. 


THE  CANTERBURY  TALES. 

Authorities:  R  (Elleamero  MS.) ;  Hn.  (Hengwrt  MS.) ;  Cm.  (Qg.  4.  37,  Gaxnb.  Univ. 
librBiy) ;  Cp.  (Corpus  Chr.  ColL  Oxford) ;  Pt.  (Petworth  Ma) ;  Ln.  (Lonsdowno  851) ; 
HL  (HarL  7334).  Also,  occasionally,  Dd.  (D<L  4.  24,  Camb.  Univ.  Library) ;  Beg.  (Reg. 
17  D.  XV.) ;  Add.  (Addit.  5140) ;  Li.  (Lichfleld  MS.) ;  SL  (Sloane,  1685). 

Page  421.     179.  HL  clo^'sterlees  {see  180) ;  Cm.  rekelcs;  rest  reochelees,  rcclieles. 

Page  422.    252  6,  252  c ;  from  Hn. ;  rest  omit. 

Page  435.     129a  AU  mosto,  mnsto,  most ;  read  mot 

Page  443.     1979.  HL  swymbul ;  rett  mmboL 

Page  440.    242tx.  All  insert  the  (or  thy)  before  vict6rio ;  it  clogs  the  line, 

Psge  458.     3155,  3156.  From  £.  Cm.  HL  ;  rest  vmit 

Page  462.     3451,  3457 ;  nstromye  is  intentional. 

Page  465.    3721,  3722.  From  £.  {also  in  old  editions) ;  rest  omit. 

Page  466.    381&  Now^lis  is  an  intentional  error ;  see  3834. 

Page  476.     47.  Dd.  Bat ;  rest  That  {wrongly}. 

Page  484.     621.  A  short  line  ;  I  insert  fuL 

Ptige  4S6.     791.  HL  vn-to  ;  Pt,  to ;  rest  til ;  read  nn-tiL 

Ptige  402.  ii63-ii9a  R  Hn.  Cm.  omit ;  mainly  from  Cp.  1 189.  Most  MSS.  phislj-as  ; 
Sloane,  phillyas;  Ln.  fislcas ;  reatl  physices,  Lc.  ph.mcos  liber. 

Page  508.     1995.  Supplied  from  MS.  Keg.  17  I),  xv ;  most  MSS.  omit  this  line. 

Page  500.  2252,  2253.  Kot  in  the  MSS.,  but  necessary;  supplied  from  3374  antl  jjSo, 
fchiehsee. 

Page  510.    2623,  2624.  Kot  in  the  MSS. ;  supplied  by  tranelating  the  French  text. 

Page  526.     2854.  lYom  namoro  to  god  is  not  in  the  MSS. ;  but  is  necessary. 

Page  586.  3564.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  the  stories  from  Nxao  to  Cbs81*8 
(U.  3553-3956) ;  incorrectly. 

Page  58a     3657.  MSS.  North ;  read  South. 

Page  541.    3910.  HI.  Valirien  ;  rest  Valerias ;  ed.  1561,  Valerie  (rightly). 

Page  546.    4266.  AU  MSS.  insert  herkneth  or  horken  after  Bat. 

Page  582.  1294.  After  this  line  most  MSS.  insert  IL  131)7,  i.v>8  ;  which  are  ont  of 
place  here.  MS.  HL  is  right.  1307,  i^A.  Nearly  nil  MSS.  omit  these  linos,  having 
inserted  them  after  L  1294  above.     MS.  HL  is  right. 

Page  625.  J240.  The  MSS.  omit  the  word  stories,  leaving  senso  and  metro 
ineomplete. 

Pige  628.  sa  Most  MSS.  have  jntotu,  which  will  not  scan  ;  bat  Hn.  hnapiatms, 
which  also  oociin  in  Troilos. 

pBge68fi.    6aa  I  supply  ne, 

Psge  668.  J77.  For  *  Valerians,*  the  MSS.  absurdly  have  'Cocilies  * ;  bat  the  Latin 
orifiiial  hat  •  Yalariani' 


GLOSSARIAL   INDEX. 


The  references  in  this  Index  are  given  according  to  the  following  scheme. 

Poems  denoted  by  Arabic  numerals  are  Minor  Poems.  Thus,  under  '  Abaved/  the 
reference  '  3.  614 '  means  Minor  Poem  no.  3,  line  614.  or  1.  614  of  the  Book  of  the 
Duchesse.  The  letter  *  R.'  refers  to  the  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  Fragment  A.  in  pp.  1-18 ; 
the  rest  of  the  Poem,  not  being  Chaucer's,  is  indexed  separately.  Thus  '  R.  i^ '  means 
1. 163  of  the  Romaunt 

llie  five  books  of  Boethius  are  denoted  by  B  i,  B  2,  B  3,  B  4,  B  5,  respectively ;  and 
the  '  prose '  and  '  metrical '  sections  are  denoted  by  '  p '  and  '  m.'  Thus,  under  '  Abais- 
sen/  the  reference  *  B  4.  p  7.  81  *  means  *  Boethius,  bk.  iv.  prose  7,  line  8i.*  The  five 
books  of  Troilus  are  denoted  by  T.  i.,  T.  ii.,  T.  iii.,  T.  iv.,  and  T.  v.  Thus  '  T.  iii.  1233  * 
means  '  Troilus,  bk.  iii..  line  1233.' 

The  House  of  Fame  and  the  Legend  of  Good  Women  are  denoted  by '  HF.'  and 
'  IJ  resp>ectively.  If,  in  the  latter  case,  the  italic  letter  *  a '  follows  the  number  of  the 
line,  the  reference  is  to  the  earlier  (or  A-text)  of  the  Prologue  to  the  Legend.  Thus 
'  HF.  865 '  means  *  House  of  Fame,  Ime  865.'  Again, '  L.  2075 '  means  '  Legend  of  Good 
Women,  line  2075 ;  *  and  *  L.  200  a '  means  *  Legend,  &c.,  line  200  of  the  text  in  the  left- 
hand  ooluron.' 

The  Prologue  and  the  two  books  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Astrolabe  are  denoted^ 
respectively,  by  *A.  pr.,'  *A.  i.,'  and  *A.  ii.'  Thus  the  reference  'A.  ii.  10.  8'  means 
•  Astrolabe,  bk.  ii.  §  10,  line  8 ; '  and  *  A.  pr.  10  *  means  '  Astrolabe,  prologue,  line  lo.' 

References  to  the  Canterbury  Tales  are  known  by  the  use  of  the  letters  A,  B,  C,  D, 
£,  F,  G.  H,  and  I,  which  are  used  to  denote  the  various  Groups  into  which  the  Tales 
are  divided.  In  this  case, '  A  *  is  never  followed  by  a  full  stop  or  by  Roman  numerals,, 
as  when  the  'Astrolabe'  is  referred  to;  and  such  a  reference  as  'B  5,'  meaning 
line  5  of  Group  B,  is  quite  distinct  from  '  B  5.  p  i.  i,'  where  '  B  5 '  means  bk.  v. 
of  Boethius,  and  is  invariably  accompanied  by  the  '  p '  or  '  m  *  denoting  the  '  prose '  or 
'metre.' 

SommjLry  of  tbe  Minor  Poems.  The  Minor  Poems  are  all  numbered,  viz.  i  (ABC.)  ; 
2  (Compleyntc  unto  Pite) ;  3  (Book  of  the  Duchesse) ;  4  (Mars)  ;  5  (Pau-lement  of 
Foules)  ;  6  (Compleint  to  his  Lady) ;  7  (Anelida) ;  8  (Wordes  to  Adam)  ;  9  (Former 
Age)  ;  10  (Fortune)  ;  11  (Merciless  Beauty) ;  12  (To  Rosemounde)  ;  13  (Truth) ;  14  (Gen- 
tilesse)  ;  i^  (Lak  of  Stedfestnesse) ;  16  (Envoy  to  Scogan) ;  17  (Envoy  to  Bukton); 
18  (Venus) ;  19  (To  his  Purse) ;  20  (Proverbs) ;  21  (Against  Women  Unconstant) ; 
22  (Amorous  Complaint)  ;  23  (Balade  of  Compleynt)  ;  24  (Womanly  Noblesse). 

Alpliabetic«ll3ri  the  references  are  to  A  (Group  A  of  Cant.  Tales)  ;  A.  (Astrolabe)  ; 
B  (Group  B  of  C.  TO ;  B  1  .  .  .  B  s  (Boethius,  books  i  to  5) ;  C,  D.  E,  F,  G,  H,  I 
(Groups  C  to  I  of  Cf.  T.) ;  HF.  (rfouse  of  Fame) ;  L.  (Legend  of  Good  Women)  ; 
K.  (Romaunt  of  the  Rose)  ;  T.  i.  .  .  .  T.  v  (Troilus,  books  i  to  5).  The  Minor  Poems, 
numbered  i  to  24,  are  given  above. 

N.B.  Words  containing  ay,  ey,  oy,  aw,  tw,  &w,  are  sometimes  entered  as  if  spelt  with 
M,  ti,  oi,  an,  eu,  (no,  respectively. 

Bb 


01o0f»nal  ivibtx. 


AbbrevUtioBfl.  Besides  s.,  ad;\,  and  adv.,  for  suhstatttive,  adjective,  adverb,  the  fol- 
lowing are  used  in  a  special  sense: — v.,  a  verb  in  the  infinitive  mood;  ^^^  gemnd; 
/r.  J.,  present  tense,  3rd  person  singular ;  pr,  pl^  present  tense,  3rd  person  plgral 
Other  persons  are  denoted  by  the  figures  i  or  a. 

Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  *  Romaunt '  are  glossed  in  a  separate  Index. 


A,  the  first  letter  of  the  alphabet,  T.  i.  171 ; 
the  letter  A,  A  161. 

A,  indef,  art,  a,  A  34,  &c. ;  a/  a.  the  whole 
of  a,  £  1 165 ;  one.  D  1396:  one  and  the 
same,  ai.  5 ;  about,  some.  L.  9075. 

K^prep.  on,  on  (the),  in,  for;  A-nighte,  by 
night,  B  3758;  A-dayes,  a-days,  E  1164; 
A-morwe,  on  the  morrow,  A  82a:  A 
three,  in  three.  A  2934 ;  A  goddes  half, 
'on  God's  side,*  in  Uod's  name,  D50; 
A  goddes  name,  in  God's  name,  A  854. 

A I  ttit.  ah !  3.  213. 

A I  bal  interj,  ahal  T.  i.  868. 

AbaiBsen,  ger,  to  be  dismayed,  B  4.  p  7. 
81;  pp,  amazed,  spell-bound,  abashed, 
cast  down,  disconcerted,  E317,  xio8. 

Abak,  adv.  backwrards,  A  373ii6;  aback, 
back.  L.  864. 

Abakward,  adv.  backward,  B  3.  m  ix  66. 

Abandoune,  v.  devote,  1 713 ;  pr,  s.  aban- 
dons, B  37^* 

Abasshen,  v.  fear,  be  abashed,  R.  1552; 
pp.  abashed,  confused,  confounded,  ois- 
concerted,  5. 447 ;  R.  805,  &c. 

Abate,  v.  lower,  put  down,  B  3780;  de- 
preciate, R.  286;  2  pr,  s.  subj.  subtract, 
A.  ii.  10.  8;  pp.  enfeebled,  B  3.  p  5.  52; 
put  down,  I  191. 

Aoaved,  pp,  confounded,  disconcerted,  3. 
614. 

Abasrst ;  see  Abaiasen. 

Abe,  alphabet,  A.  i.  11.  3. 

A-bedde,  in  bed,  T.  i.  915. 

AbefiTfiTO,  V.  pay  for  it,  A  3938.  A  Kentish 
form.    See  Aoeye,  Abye. 

A-befiTfired,  a-begging,  F  158a 

Abet,  /.  abetting,  aid,  T.  ii.  357. 

Abeye,  v.  pay  for,  C  100.    See  Abye. 

Abiden,  Ablt;  see  Abyde. 

Abite,  s.  habit,  dress,  L.  146  a. 

A-blakeberied ;  see  Blakeberied. 

Able,  adj.  capable.  3.  786;  fit,  suitable, 
adapted,  A  167;  fit,  L.  320;  fit  for,  3. 
779;  deemed  deserving,  i.  184;  fitting, 
R.986. 

Ablinfire,  pr.  pt.  enabling,  lifting,  B  3.  m 
9.  37 :  fitting,  B  I.  m  6. 19. 

Abodes,  pi.  ^Abood,  /. 

Abofirhte,  Aoofirbt ;  see  Abye. 

AbOOd,  J.  delay,  A  965;  tarrying,  T.  v. 


1307:  abiding,  continuance,  HF.  1963: 

pi.  delays,  T.  lit  854. 
Abood,//.  s.  </ Abyde. 
Aboute,  prep.  at>out,  round,  tfaroughovt, 

round  about,  near. 
Aboute,  adv.  about,  engaged  in,  T.  v. 

1645:    in  due   order,  in  turn,  A  890: 

around,    here   and    there;  beem  o^  fo 

about,  endeavour,  A  114X 
Aboven,  prep,  above. 
AbrefiTfire,  ^er.  to  abridge,  shorten.  T.  iii. 

26a ;  A.  with  thy  peynes,  to  shorten  thy 

pains  with,  T.  iv.  426. 
Abrefirffinffe,  s.  abridging.  B  5.  p  x.57: 

diminishing,  I  568. 
A-breyde,  v.  awake,  T.  iii.  1113 ;  cone  to 

my  senses,  HF.  559 ;  Abravd.^. /.  {dro^ 

form),   woke    up,  started    up,  3.  193. 

Abreyd,  i  pt.  s.  started  from  sleep,  H¥. 

no;  Abmyde, pt.  s.  {weaJkfitrm),  started, 

B  4198 ;  Abreyde,  awoke,  T.  i.  724. 
Abroche,  v.  broach.  D  177. 
AbB^nte,  2  pr.  pi.  smbj.  absent  yourseH. 

I-43- 

Abu8iouxi,  s.  abuse,  absurdity,  T.  iv.  990 : 
deceit,  B  214 ;  a  shameful  thing.  scainUl, 
T.  iv.  io6a 

Abyden,  v.  abide,  await,  1. 131 ;  wait  far. 
HF.  1086;  be  still,  withdraw,  F  1533. 
pr.  s.  awaits,  B  2175 ;  dwells.  T.  it  987; 
Abit.  pr,  s.  waits  for,  T.  i.  Z091 :  abides, 
G  1 175;  imp.  s.  stay,  wait,  A  3129;  i*f- 
pi.  B  1175;  pres.pt.  E7S7:  Abood,^*. 
awaited,  T.  iv.  156;  stop^sed,  HF.  io6a; 
expected,  3. 247 ;  Ablden.^.  pi  abode.  T. 
i.  47^:  Abiden,  pp.  waited.  B  3.  p9.  X9X- 

Abydinfire,  s.  expectation,  B  2.  p  3. 66. 

Abye,  v.  pay  for,  A  4393 ;  pr.pl.undtatp, 
B  4.  p  4.  86 ;  Aboughte,  pt.  s.  paid  for. 
T.  V.  1756;  suffered  tor,  A  2303:  Abogbt, 
pp.  paid  for,  L.  2483 ;  purchased,  18. 37: 
bought  dearly,  L.  1387 ;  atoned  for.  A 
3100.    See  AbefiTflre,  Abey;e. 

A-caterwawed,  a-caterwauling.  D  354- 

Aoodsse,  s.  feverish  attack,  T.  iu  1315. 

Accident,  s.  that  which  is  accidental.  T 
iv.  1505 :  incident,  T.  iii.  918 ;  accidniu. 
occurrence.  HF.  1976;  unusual  appear- 
ance, E  607 ;  outward  appearance  (see 
note),  C  539. 

Accidie,  s.  sloth,  I  388. 

Accioun,  s.  action,  i.  e.  accusation,  x. 


i6lo00arial  itOiex, 


Acoomplioe,  v.  accomplish.  A  2864. 
Accord,  X.  agreement,  B  9988 ;  harmony, 

B  4069 :  peace,  1  992.    See  Acord.  ' 

Aocordaunce,  s,  concord,  harmonv,  R.  1 

496.  I 

Accordaunt,  ad/,  suitable.  B  4026.  | 

Accorde,  v,  agree ;  /r.  /.  beseems,  L.  2583.  1 

See  Acorde.  ' 

Accuseth,  pr.  s,  reveals,  R.  1591.  ! 

Accusement,  s.  accusation  (of  her) ,  T.  iv.  I 

556.  I 

Accusour,  s,  revealer,  T.  iii.  1450. 
Ach4t,  s.  buying,  purchase,  A  571. 
Ach^tours,  //.  buyers,  caterers,  A  568. 
Ache,  s.  ache,  T.  iv.  728. 
A-chekked,  /^.  checked,  hindered,  HF. 

ao93. 
Acheve,  v,  achieve,  L.  1614. 
Achoken,  v.  choke,  stifle;  pp.  L.  2008. 
Acloyeth,  pr.  s.  overburdens.  5.  517. 
A-compcte,  adv.  in  a  circle.  L.  loa 
AcompliflShe,  pr.  s.  subj.  fulfil,  compre- 
hend, B  3.  p  10.  179. 
Acord,  5.  agreement,  5.  371 ;  concord,  5. 

381. 668 ;  accord.  3.  316 ;  in  a.,  in  tune.  5. 

197 ;  ai  of  oon  a.,  in  tune,  3.  305.    See 

Accord. 
Acordable,  adj.  harmonious,  B  2.  m  8. 23. 
Acordaunce,  s.  concord,  B  2.  m  8. 14. 
Acordaunt,  ad/,  suitable.  A  37,  3363 ;  A. 

to,  in  harmony  with,  5.  203. 
Acorde,  v,  accord,  grant,  allow,  agree, 

concern;  pf,  s.  suited,  A  244;   pt,  pL 

agreed.  L.  168 ;  pres.  part,  agreeing,  B 

1737 :  PP'  agreed,  A  818. 
Aoorse,  i  pr.  s.  curse,  T.  iv.  839. 
Aoounte,  v.  consider.  B  3591 ;  pt.  s.  valued. 

cared,  3.  1237;  apt.  s.  didst  reckon,  B  2. 

P  5-  "  >3- 
Acountingre,  s.  reckoning,  calculation. 
Acoyede,  pt.  s.  caressed,  B  2.  p  3.  73. 
AcQUitance,  s.  release,  A  4411 ;  deed  of 

release.  A  3327. 
Acquyte,  v.  acquit,  D  1599. 
Acurse,  v.  curse,  T.  iii.  1072. 
Acused.  //.  s.  blamed,  T.  ii.  1081. 
Aciistomaunce,  s.   system   of  habits^ 

habitual   method  of  life,  HF.  28;    kad 

of  a.,  was  accustomed,  B  3701. 
Adamant,  s.  adamant,  A  1990 ;  loadstone, 

magnet.  R.  1182. 
Ada  we,  V.  awake,  recover.  T.  iii.  1x2a 
A^ay,  in  the  day,  T.  ii.  60. 
Addjne't  •*•  (the)  addition.  A.  ii.  41. 16. 
Adieccioun,  s.  addition.  B  5.  p  6.  212. 
A-doun,  adv.  downwards,  down.  L.  178 ; 

down  below.  HF.  889;  below,  H  105;  at 

the  bottom,  G  779. 

Bb 


Adrad,^/.  afraid,  A  605;  Adred,  3.  1190. 

Adressmsre,  s.  directing,  B  4.  p  5.  loi. 

Adversarie.  adj.  hostile.  I  697. 

Advertence.  J.  attention,  heed,  T.  iv.  698. 

Adv6cacye8,  pi.  pleas,  T.  ii.  1469. 

Advocate,^/,  advocates  (in  which  the  / 
is  mule),  C  291. 

Afer,  adv.  afar,  HF.  1215. 

A-fdre,  on  fire.  T.  i.  2m. 

A-fered,  pp.  afraid,  affrighted,  T,  i.  974 ; 
Aferd.  A  628. 

Affectis,^/.  desires,  T.  iii.  1391. 

Affermed,  pt.  agreed  upon,  L.  790; 
established,  A  2349. 

Affiance,  s.  trust,  B  X33a 

Af forced,/;^,  forced,  1  974. 

Affray,  s.  fray,  quarrel,  D  2156;  terror,  B 
1137:  fright,  4.  214;  dread.  7.  334. 

Affrayeth.  pr.  s.  arouses,  excites.  R.  91 ; 
pp.  frightened,  afraid,  B  563;  scared,  B 
4468 ;  roused.  3.  296. 

Affyle,  V.  file,  i.  e.  render  smooth.  A  712. 

Afor-yeyn,  prep,  over  against.  T.  ii.  1188. 

Afounde,  v.  founder,  perish.  12.  21. 

Afrayed,  adj.  scared,  distracted.  R.  154. 

Afrlfirbt,  pp.  affrighted,  B  4085. 

After,  prep,  according  to ;  in  expectation 
of,  for,  B  467 ;  to  get,  A  525 ;  according 
as,  L.  575;  after,  i.  e.  to  fetch,  L.  1130; 
towards,  A  136;  in  accordance  with,  8. 
4;  by  inheritance  from,  L.  1072;  A.  as, 
according  as,  5.  216;  A.  oon,  alike,  A. 
1781 ;  A.  me,  according  to  my  command, 
E  327;  A.  the  yeer,  according  to  the 
season  of  the  year,  F  47 ;  A.  that,  accord- 
ing as.  T.  ii.  1347. 

A-fyre,  on  fire,  D  726 ;  i.  94 ;  A-f^re,  T.  i. 
229. 

Agrain,  prep,  when  exposed  to.  L.  2426; 
Agayn,  against.  B  580;  towards.  A  2680; 
(so  as)  to  meet.  R.  785 ;  opposite  to,  R. 
1577;  exposed  to.  H  no;  contrary  to.  F 
748;  just  before,  B  4268;  near.  G  1279; 
to  meet,  B  391 ;  in  comparison  with,  L. 
189;  Ageyn,  against,  A  66;  compared 
with,  R.  ion ;  turned  towards,  L.  48. 

AfirainB.  prep,  against,  contrary  to.  in 
answer  to,  instead  of.  before,  in  presence 
of,  to  meet,  near  to;  against,  near; 
against.  B  3754. 

A-grame,  adv.  in  play,  in  jest,  in  mockery, 
in  sport,  4.  277. 

Agraste,  w.  to  terrify,  T.  ii.  901 ;  pr.  s. 
deters,  frightens,  B  4.  p  6.  323;  pt.  s. 
frightened,  L.  1221;  pt.  s.  rejl.  was 
affrighted,  A  2424 ;  pf.  scared,  frightened, 
terrified,  A  2931 ;  aghast,  B  4079;  afraid. 
A  4267. 


01omsatial  {lOiex. 


Aflrayn-ward.  adv,  backward,  at  the  point 
of  return.  A.  i.  17.  14 ;  back  again,  B  441. 

Affes,  pi.  tiroes,  periods.  B  3177. 

Affilten,  V,  do  wrong,  U  436 ;  //.  s,  did 
offence,  D  392 ;  wrongly  committed.  L. 
3385 ;  I pt,  s,  wronged.  HF.  329 ;  offended, 
1.  lii.  S40;  pr,  J.  SMfy',  (it   he)  offend, 

1  150;  pp,  offended,  i.  12a;  sinned,  T.  v. 
1684. 

Afiron,  V.  to  go  away ;  Ago,  pp.  gone  away, 
T.  V.  1054 ;  gone,  F  1204 ;  passed  away, 
A  2802 ;  past.  L.  1766 ;  dead.  L.  916 ;  to 
ben  (^o,  to  be  off.  5.  465;  Agon, /j^.  de- 
parted. A  1276;  gone  away.  C  810;  past, 
C  246;  not  longe  a' is,  it  is  not  long  ago, 
D  9 ;  passed  away,  A  1782 ;  dead,  £  631 ; 
ago.  B  1841. 

Agrreable,  adj.  pleasing,  HF.  1097 ;  -es,//. 
pleasant,  B  3.  m  2.  31. 

Asrreablely,  adv,  complacently,  B  2.  p  4. 
140. 

Asri^abletee,  s.  equability,  B  2.  p  4. 127. 

A-greetf  in  dudgeon,  lit.  *  in  grief,'  T. 
iii.  862 ;  sadly,  T.  iv.  613 ;  amiss,  5.  543 ; 
in  dudgeon,  B  4083. 

AfirrefiTfire,  v.  aggravate;  pr.  s,  1  960; 
pr.  pi.  I  892;  //.  //.  aggravated,  B 
2209. 

Asrreved,  pp.  angry,  A  2057;  vexed, 
L-  345 :  aggrieved.  E  500. 

Afirrler ;  see  Affreef . 

Affrtsen,  Afirroos ;  see  Agrrysen. 

Aflrroted,  pp.  surfeited,  cloyed,  L.  2454. 

AgryaeD,  v.  shudder,  tremble,  feel  terror, 
B  I.  p  3.  22;   V.  feel   terror,  HF.  210; 

2  pr.  s.  dreadest,  B  2.  p  i.  71; 
pr.  s.  trembles,  shivers,  B  i.  m  6. 
II ;  Agrdds,  pt.  s.  shuddered,  was  terri- 
fied, became  frightened,  T.  ii.  930; 
A-grisen,  pp.  filled  with  dread,  6  3. 
p  I.  18. 

AfiTU,  s.  ague,  B  415a 

Affuiler,  s.  needle-case,  R.  98. 

A-heifirb,  adv.  aloft 

Ajuffed,  pp. ;  a.  bifom,  prejudged,  B   i. 

P4.  109. 
Afce,   V.   ache,   T.    ii.   549;    pr.  pi.    B 

2113. 
Aketoun,  s,  a  short  sleeveless  tunic,  worn 

under  the  hauberk,  B  2c^o. 
Aking>e,  s.  pain.  T.  i.  1088. 
Aknowe,  pp.  conscious ;  am  aJbtowe,  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  I.  p  4.  169. 
Akomea,  s.pl.  fruits.  B  4.  m  3.  28. 
Al,  adj.  all,  A  10;  Alle,  //.  all.  A  26,  53; 

Al,  every,  R.  1586;  as  s.  everything,  T. 

iii.  1764;  al  a,  the  whole  of  a,  A  854; 

and  al,  and  all,  3.  116;  al  al,  in  every 


respect,  wholly,  C  633;  at  all,  D  1078: 
al  day,  all  the  day,  3.  1105:— Al,  adv. 
quite,  entirely,  altogether,  5.  540;  all 
over,  R.  840;  al  on  kigkie,  quite  aloud, 
A  1784 ;  al  fy  ooM  assemi,  quite  with  oat 
accord.  5.  557: — Al.  comf.  altboogfa. 
HF.  1740;  whether,  G  839;  ai  be,  ^ 
though,  albeit,  4.  274;  al  ke  that,  al- 
though, %.  8 :  —  Al  and  som,  the  whole 
matter  (collectively  and  severally),  D 
91;  Al  and  somme,  each  and  all,  all, 
the  whole,  7.  26;  Al  and  som,  5.  650; 
Alle  and  some,  one  and  all.  A  3136; 
Al  only.  adv.  merely,  simply,  2.  6a;  Al 
so.  so,  E  1226;  Al  thing,  everytii^,  R 
$%\  Al  thus,  exactly  thus,  5.  3a   See 

Al,  s.  awl,  13.  II.    See  Oules. 
Alambyk  (diamblik),  s.  alembic,  T.  tv. 

^20 ;  pi.  G  794. 
Alaunts,  pi.  dogs  of  a  huge  size,  A  2148. 
Alayes,  s.pl.  alloy,  E  1167. 
Al-be-it,  although,  L.  13^ 
Alblflcacioun,  s.  albetection,  wfaiteninc. 

G805. 
Alday,  Al-day,  adv.  continually,  A  11^; 

always.  L.  1250;  everyday,  at  anytime, 

4.237. 
Alder,  gen.  pi.  of  all;  ottre  alder,  of  us 

all,  I.  Cf.    See  Aller. 
Alder-best,  adv.  best  of  4d1,  3.  87.    See 

Aller. 
Alderbeste,  adj.  best  of  all,  3.  246. 
Alderfaireste,  adj. /em.  def.  fairest  of 

all,  3.  1050. 
Alderflrat,  adv.  first  of  all,  B  2303 ;  in  the 

first  place,  R.  1000 ;  for  the  nnt  time. 

B  I.  p  3.  25. 
Alderflrate,  adj.  first  of  all,  T.  iii.  97. 
Alderlast,  adv.  lastly,  R.  449. 
Alder-lest,  least  of  all,  T.  i.  604. 
Alderleveet,  dearest  of  all,  T.  iii.  239. 
Alderman,  s,  the  head  of  a  guiki,  A 

AldermoBt,  adv.  most  of  all,  T.  i.  15a. 
Alder-nezt,    adv.  nearest  of  all.  next, 
*    5.  244. 
AiderwyaeBt,  adj.  pL  the  wisest  of  all. 

T.  i.  247. 
Ale  and  breed,  drink  and  meat,  B  906a. 
Aleznandrea,//!  almond-trees.  R.  1363. 
Alembykea,//.  alembics.  G  794. 
Aleatake,  s.  ale-stake,  i.  e.  a  hoiuontal 

stake  or  short  pole  projecting  from  an 

ale-house  to  support  a  sign   or   bask. 

A  667. 
Aley,  s.  an  alley,  B  1758;  pi,  walks.  £ 

2324. 
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AleyB,  s,pl,  serrice-berries,  berries  of  the 

service-tree,  R.  1377. 
AlfiTftte,  adv,  always.  A  571 ;  at  any  rate, 

3.  887 ;  nevertheless,  L.  238 ;  in  any  case, 

T.  ii.  964;  all  the  same,  D  588;  at  all 

hazards,  HF.943. 
Algatoo,  adv,  in  every  way,  ax  43 ;  by  all 

means,  D  151^ ;  at  any  rate,  in  any  case. 

3.  1171;  wholly.  F  346;  nevertheless,  B 

aaaa;  all  the  same,  B  530. 
Alieno,  v.  alienate,  B  i.  p  6. 6a 
▲14f ,  even  if.  T.  iii.  398. 
Aikamistre,  s.  alchemist,  G  1204. 
Alle,  dai,  s,  and  pL  of  h\\  at  alU,  in 


every  case,  4.  36;  mt  alU,  in  any  case, 
3.  141;  AUe.  pi  all  (-'  -  -  -^  -^  '■'■  — 
See  Al,  AUer. 


(of  you),  T.  ii.  402. 


Allefireaunce,  s,  alleviation.  24.  aa. 
AllefiTfired,/^.  allayed,  B  4.  p  4. 12. 
AUer,  of  all,^«f.  fL  o/A\;  our  aJUr,  of 

us  all,  A  823;  kir  oiler,  of  them  all, 

A586. 
Alllaunce,  s,  kindred,  i.  58;  espousal, 

E357. 
Allone,  adj\  alone,  4.  141 ;  lot  me  a.,  let 

me  alone,  i.  e.  trust  to  me,  T.  iii.  413. 
Allow,  ip,  s.pr,  (I)  approve.  (I)  applaud, 

F676. 
Allye,  s,  relative,  B  3593. 
Allyen,  ^er,  to  ally  myself,  E  1414;  pp, 

allied,  2.  65 ;  provided  with  friendly  aid, 

B3720. 
Almesae,  s.  alms,  B  168 ;  pL  almsdoings, 

I  1030. 
Almicanteras,  s,  pi,  small  circles  of  de- 
clination (in  the  celestial  sphere),  A.  i. 

x8.a,8. 
Alxnury,  s,  the  'denticle'  or  tooth-like 

point  or  pointer  situate  on  the  Rete  near 

the  '  head '  of  Capricorn,  A.  i.  23.  i. 
Aloes,  pi,  aloe,  in  eomp,  ligne-aloes,  T.  iv. 

1137.    {Aloes  is  a  pi.,  not  a  gen.  case.) 
▲-idrte,  adv.  on  high,  T.  v.  259. 
A4oiide,  adv,  on  land,  ashore.  L.  2166; 

Mint  were  lever  a^l,,  he  would  rather  be  on 

land.  L.  2413. 
Alon^r  on,  along  of,  owing  to,  T.  iii.  783. 
Al-only,  adv.  solely,  T.  v.  1779. 
Aloon,  adj,  alone ;  her  aloon,  all  by  her- 

seli^  E.  2478* 
Alose,  V,  commend,  T.  iv.  1473. 
Al-outerly,  adv,  entirely,  amolutely,  3. 

1244:  Ail-utterly.  HF.  296. 
Alpee,  pL  ball-finches.  R.  658. 
Alio,  Al-eo,  adv.  and  conj,  as.  R.  212, 1122; 

4U§v.  so,  A  3104;  Alswa,also  (Northern). 

A  4085 ;  A.  many,  as  many,  L.  528 ;  A. 

muche  as,  as  much  as.  D  2134 ;  Als,  also, 


besides,  3.  728;  as.  B  2850;  frequenlly 
used  in  expressing  a  wish,  4.  267. 

Altercacioun,  /.  altercation,  dispute,  B 
4427. 

AltHer-fairest,  adJ,  superl,  &irest  of  all, 
R.6as. 

Alther-fastest,  adv.  sup.  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, HF.  2131. 

Altherflrst,  adv,  first  of  all.  at  first,  HF. 
1368. 

Altber-flrste,  adj,  first  of  all,  3. 1173. 

Altitude,  s,  the  elevation  of  a  celestial 
object  above  the  horizon,  measured 
along  a  vertical  arc,  A.  pr.  60. 

Al-utterly;  see  Al-outerly. 

Alwey,  adv.  always,  ceaselessly,  all  the 
while.  A  18^. 

Alyne,  adv.  in  an  exact  line.  A.  ii.  38.  27. 

Am,  am;  inphr.  it  am  I ;  it  is  I,  B  1109. 

Amadrides,  s.  pi,  hamadryads.  A  2928. 

A Imal gaming,  s.  the  formation  of  an 
amalgam.  G  771. 

A-mayed,  pp.  dismayed.  T.  i.  648. 

Ambages,  pi.  ambiguous  words.  T.  v. 
897. 

Ambel,  s.  amble ;  an  a,,  in  an  amble,  at 
an  ambling  pace.  B  2075. 

Ambes  as,  double  aces,  B  124. 

Amblere,  s,  an  ambling  nag,  A  469. 

Ameled,  pp,  enamelled,  R.  1080. 

Amenden,  v,  make  amends,  A  3074 ;  to 
surpass  in  demeanour,  F  97 ;  pr.  s,  subj. 
may  (He)  amend,  D  1810;^/.  /.  improved, 
R.  1427 ;  did  good,  3. 1102 ;  pp,  improved, 
B4048;  remedied,  £>  1097;  surpassed,  B 
3444, 

Amendement,  s,  amends,  A  4185. 

Amenuse,  ger.  to  lessen,  I  496 ;  v,  dimin- 
ish, I  360;  pr,  s,  diminishes,  I  359;  be- 
comes less,  A.  i.  21,  76. 

Amerciments,  s,  pi,  fines,  exactions. 
175a. 

Ameauretb,  pr,  s,  measures.  B  2.  p  i.  95. 

Amoved,  pt.  s,  moved,  changed ;  nought 
a.,  changed  not.  altered  not.  E  498; 
Amoeved,  pp.  perturbed,  I  670. 

Amiable,  adj,  kind,  B  2168;  courteous, 
I  629 ;  lundly,  R.  1226. 

A-mldde,  adv,  in  the  midst,  R.  147. 

Amidde,  prep,  amid,  in  the  midst  of,  F 

Amfddes,  adv,  in  the  midst,  5.  277. 
A-middes,  prep,  in  the  midst  or.  A.  i.  18. 

4 ;  in  the  middle,  A  2009. 
Amis,  adv,  amiss,  3. 1141 ;  wrong,  L.  1291 ; 

wrongly,  B  3370;  seyde  amis,  gave  an 

unwelcome  answer,  5. 446. 
Amoeve;  see  Amove. 


0Ui00atrial  Into. 


Amonesteth, /r.  x.  admonishes.  I  76; 

recommends.  B  3484. 
AmonestinfiTO,  s,  admonition.  I  518. 
AmonfiT,  adv,  as  well,  T.  iii.  1816;  all  the 

while,  3.  998. 
Aznonsres,  adv,  sometimes,  variously.  B  a. 

p  I.  119. 
AmonfiTOS,  prep,  amongst.  A  759. 
Amonloioun,  s,  pointing  out,  B  i.  p  4.  la 
Amorettes,//.  love-knots.  R.  892. 
Amor  vituit  ammia^  love  conquers  all,  A 

i6x 
Amorwe,  A^4norwe,  on  the  morrow. 

A  8a2.  i6ax ;  in  the  morning.  3. 1193. 
Amountetb,    pr,  s,   means.  A    336a; 

amounts  to.  F  108. 
Amphibology 68,  pi,  ambiguities,  T.  iv. 

X406. 
Amy,  s,  friend.  C  318. 
Au,  a.  A  575;  An  eighte  busshels.  a  quan- 
tity equal  to  eight  bushels.  C  771. 
An,  prep,  on ;  An  heigh,  on  high.  E  9396. 
Ancille,  s.  handmaiden,  z.  109. 
Ancre,  s.  anchor.  la  q8  ;  Anker.  L.  2501. 
And,  cofij.  if.  6.  112 ;  L.  217. 
Anea,  adv,  once  (Northern).  A  4074. 
Anffle,   s.   angle  (a  technical    term   in 

astrology) .  B  304 ;  angular  distance  from 

the  meridian,  A.  ii.  4. 48. 
Anflrle-book,  s.  fish-hook.  4. 338. 
Anfirre,  s,  anguish,  R.  39a 
Anfirulssb,  s,  anxiety.  B  3.  p  3.  55. 
Anffulssbeth,  pr,  s,  wounds,  pains,  B  3. 

m  7. 1. 
Angiilssous,    ad/,  distressed,    R.    590; 

sorry,  I  304 ;  distressful,  T.  iii.  816. 
Anbanfiro,  ^er,  to  hang,  C  259;  pp,  B 

3945* 

AnientiBsed,  pp,  brought  to  naught,  B 
2438. 

A-nlfirbt,  in  the  night,  A  1042;  at  night, 
D  1827. 

A-niffbtes,  adv,  by  night,  R.  18. 

Aulas,  s,  a  short,  two-edged  knife  or 
dagger,  broad  at  the  hilt  and  tapering 
to  the  point,  formerly  worn  at  the 
girdle,  A  357. 

Annexed,  pp.  tied,  2.  72;  attached.  C 
482. 

j4mni  coUtcti,  collected  years.  A.  ii.  44.  27. 
When  a  table  contains  quantities  de- 
noting the  change  in  a  planet's  place 
during  round  periods  of  years,  such  as 
90,  40,  or  60  years,  such  a  chanee  is 
entered  under  the  heading  Anni  CotltcH, 

Anni  exfansi,  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  44. 
96.  When  a  table  contains  quantities 
denoting  the  change  in  a  planet's  place 


during  only  a  few  vears,  vis.  from  i  10 

19    years,    such    changes  are   entered 

separately   under   the    headings   i.  au 

3.  &c..  years,  which  are  designated  the 

expanse  (or  separate)  ytm, 
Atmis  colUctii  et  expamsis,  the  collected 

years  and  expanse  years,  A.  ii.  45.  18. 

See  above. 
Annnaleer,  s,   a   priest   who   received 

annual  payments,  a  chaplain.  G  1012. 
Annunoiat./^.  pre-announced.  l  e.  wboas 

birth  was  foretold,  B  3905. 
Anon,  adv.  anon,  immediately,  at  oDce^ 

A  39. 748. 
Anon-rifirbt,  adv,  immediately,  L.  115. 

1503- 

Anon-ricrbtes,  adv,  immediately.  A  3480. 

Anoy,  s,  vexation.  T.  iv.  845;  trouble.  B 
1390;  torture,  B  3.  m  xa.  95 ;  sadneg^  I 
678, 680;  pL  troubles,  I  518. 

Anoye,  v,  annoy,  vex,  T.  iv.  1304  \pr.  x 
anno)^,  vexes,  B  2934;*  gives  oflence, 
5.  518;  does  harm,  F  875:  vi^tru  il 
vexes,  G  1036;  pr,  pi,  harm,  B  3187; 
imp,  pi,  injure  ye,  B  494;  pp.  displeased, 
D  1848 ;  wearied,  I  796;  peevish.  I  1051. 

Anoyhil,    aty,    annoying,    tiresome,   B 


Anoy  ous,  o^r.  annoying,  tedious,  B  2433 ; 

disagreeable,  B  9335. 
Answere,  v.  answer,  D 1077 ;  a.  of,  answer 

for,  be  responsible  for,  L.  9919 ;  be  s«t- 

able  for.  B  4.  p  3.  69. 
AnswerinfiTt  S'  answer.  E  512. 
Antartik,  adj,  southern.  A.  ii.  ^  11. 
Antem,  s,  anthem,  B  1850. 
Antipboner,  s.  anthem-book,  B  1709. 
Antony,  fyr  of  seint,  erysipelas,  1 427. 
Anvelt,  s,  anvil,  3. 1165. 
Any-tbin^,  at  ail,  in  any  degree,  T.  i 

848. 
Aomement,  s,  adornment,  I  439. 
Apaire:  see  Apeiren. 
Apallea,  pp,  vapid,  I  723 ;  weakened.  A 

3053 ;  pale,  F  36^ ;  languid,  B  19901. 
Aparayles,  s,  pi,  ornaments,  B  a.  p  4. 

69.     ( Lat.  omamemHs,) 
Ax>araile,  v.  ap^parel,  D  343 ;  prepare,  L» 

2473;  Apparaillen.  v.  prepare,  B  9539; 

pr,  s,  endues,  I  ^62 ;  imp.  s,  prepare,  B 

2534. 
Aparailements,  s.  pL  ornaments,  B  a. 

p  5- 181. 
Aparceirve ;  see  Aperceive. 
Apassed,  pp,  passed  away.  B  a.  p  5.  j^. 
Apaye,  v.  to  satisfy;  fp.  satisfied.  T.  v. 

1249;  pleased.  T.  iii.  491;  jrvei  a^  Sk 

pleased,  U  80 ;  E  1059. 


0lo00atial  itOicx. 


Apayre;  see  Apeiren. 
Apayse;  see  Apeee. 
Ape,  X.  ape,  HF.  laia;  dupe,  A  3389;  //. 
dupes,  T.  I  913. 


Apeiren, /".rr.  to  injure,  impair,  A  3147; 
ow  worse,  Hr.  736;  1  /r. 


V.  I  i< 

p  5. 67 ;  injured,  T.  1.  38. 


//.  perisl 


[070;  grow 
Tish,  T.  ii. 


K  impaired,  B  i. 


Aperoeive,  v.  perceive,  E  600;  Apdr- 

ceyve,  T.  iv.  656 ;  ^,  s,  discerns,  I  994. 
AperoeyrlnffeB, /»/.  perceptions,  obsisr- 

vations.  F  286. 
Apert,  ad/,  manifest.  I  649. 
Apert,  adv,  openly,  F  531. 
Apertenant,  adj,  belonnng  to,  such  as 

belongs  to,  2. 70 ;  suitable,  E  loia 
Aperteneth,  pr,  s,  imptrs.  appertains,  B 

2171 ;  fr,  //.  I  83 ;  prts,  pt,  belonging, 

Aperuy,  adv,  openly ;  clearly,  I  29^ 
Apeee,  Apeiee,  v,  appease,  pacify;  E 

433:  i^P*  /^*  mitigate,  4.  10;  pr,  s,  rejl, 

is  pacified,  B  3051;  a/r.  pi.  T.  iii.  33; 

pt.  s,  B  2290;  /^.  appeased,  T.  i.  25a 
Apeyre ;  see  Apeire. 
Apeyse;  see  Apeee. 
Apoee ;  see  Appoee. 
Apotecarie,  /.  apothecary,  B  4138 ;  //. 

preparers  of  medicines,  A  425. 
Appalled;  see  Apalle. 
Apparaunte,  ad/,  pi.  apparent,  manifest, 

R.5. 

Apparelled^  J.  appearance,  F  218 ;  seem- 
ing. HF.  265;  apparition.  F  1602;  folse 
show.  F  1 157;  pL  apparitions,  F  1140. 

Appeee;  see  Apeee. 

Appetyt,  $.  desire,  A  i68a 

Appetsrtetb,  pr.  s.  seeks  to  have,  desires. 
U  1582. 

Applyen,  V.  be  attached  to.  B  j.  p  4.  14. 

Appoeed,  //.  s.  questioned,  G  363 ;  ^. 
opposed,  alleged,  B  i.  p  5.  54. 

Apprentya,  adj.  unskilled,  as  novices. 
R.687. 

Appreved,  pp.  approved.  E  1349. 

Appropred, /^.  appropriated,  made  the 
property  of.  14. 18. 

Api>rowoure,  pi.  approvers,  informers, 

I>  1343- 
Aprocben,  v.  approach,  T.  v.  i. 
Apurtenanoe,   s.  appurtenance;  pi.  I 

793- 
Apyked,    pp.    trimmed,    adorned,    A 

365. 
AQueynte  xne,  make  myself  acquainted. 

3.  533 ;  pi.  pi.  became  acquainted,  HF. 

350 ;  pp.  acquainted,  B  1219L 
Aquy  te,  imp.  s.  requite,  T.  ii  1200. 


Araoe,  v.  eradicate,  uproot,  T.  v.  954; 

tear  away,  6.  20;  pr.  s.  sukj.  root  out, 

eradicate,  T.  iii.  1015;  pp.  torn,  borne 

along;  torn  away,  B  3.p  11.  165. 
Aralee;  seeAreiae. 
Aray,  s.  array,  dress,  L.  1505;  arrange- 
ment, T.  iii.  536;  state,  dress,  A  41.  73; 

attire,  I  932 ;  array  of  garments,  L.  2607 ; 

order,  E  262 ;  ordinance,  E  670 ;  position, 

D  902 ;  condition,  A  934. 
Arayed,  pp.  dressed,  ready,  T.  iii.  423 ; 

clad,  R.  472;  adorned,  T.  ii.  1187;  wti 

a.,  well  situated,  T.  ii.  680 ;  equipped,  A 

2046;  dressed,  F  389;  ordered,  B  252; 

appointed,  F  1187. 
Arbitre,  s.  will,  choice,  B  5.  p  3. 18. 
Arohee;  see  Ark. 
Archaunffel,  s.  titmouse,  R.  915. 
Archewyvea,  s.  pi,  archwives,   ruling 

wives,  E  119^. 
Ardaunt,  ad;,  ardent,  B  3.  m  12.  15; 

eager,  B  4.  p  3. 116. 
Arede,  v,  explain,  disclose,  T.  ii.  1505; 

counsel,  T.  iv.  xiia;  interpret,  3.  289; 

^er.  to  divine,  T-  ii.  132. 
Axeise,  V.  raise ;  Areysen,  ger.  to  levv, 

I  5^'t  PP*  praised,  L.  1525;  raised,  A. 

ii.  2. 7. 
Areet,  s,  rest  (for  a  spear),  A  2602. 
Areete,  s,  arrest,  B  4090;  detention,  A 

1310;  responsibility,  E  1282;  delay,  L. 

806;   hesitation,  L.  1929;  deliberation, 

L-397* 

Areete,  v.  stop  (a  horse),  A  827;  Do  a., 
cause  to  be  stopi>ed,  B  421a 

Aretten,  v,  impute,  B  2.  p  4. 14 ;  A.  upon, 
pr,  s,  accuses,  I  580;  pr.pl.  subj.  ascribe, 
I  1002;  ye  m'aretit  it  not,  ye  impute  it 
not,  consider  it  not,  A  726;  pp.  imputed, 
A  2729. 

A-rewe,  adv.  successively,  lit  in  a  row, 
D  1254. 

Areyee ;  see  Areiae. 

ArflTOile,  s.  crude  tartar,  G  813. 

Ar6ruln6re»  s.  argument,  L.  475. 

ArflTumented,  pt.  s.  argued,  T.  i.  377. 

Arlflrht,  adv.  rightly,  well,  A  267 ;  aright, 
G  1418;  properly,  F  694;  wholly,  A  189; 
exactly,  T.  v.  364 ;  certainly.  B  3135. 

Arisen,  Arist;  see  Aryse. 

Ariete,  s.  arising,  rising.  A.  ii.  12. 16. 

Ark,  s.  arc,  referring  to  the  arc  of  the 
horizon  extending  nom  sunrise  to  sun- 
set, B  2;  daily  course  of  the  sun.  E 
1795;  arc,  the  apparent  angular  dis- 
tance passed  over  by  the  sun  in  a  day 
and  a  night,  A.  ii.  7.  12;  Arches,  pi, 
arcs,  A.  ii  7. 15. 


0Ui00acial  {lOiex. 


Armes,  pL  anus,  wespons,  7.  i ;  ccMt-o^ 

arms.  A  loix 
Arm-inreet,  cuij,  thick  as  one's  arm.  A 

Arminfire,  j.  putting  on  of  armour,   B 

»37. 
Armipotente,  adj.  powerful    in   arms, 

A  198a. 
Armonlak,  adj,  ammoniac;  applied  to 

bolt,  G  790.  and  sal,  G  798.    It  is  a 

corruption  of  Lat  armtniacum,  i.  e.  Ar- 
menian. 
Armonye,  s.  harmony,  3.  313. 
Armure,  j.  defensive  armour,  4.  130;  B 

3009. 
Arxnurera,  pL  armourers.  A  3507. 
Am,  pr,  pi.  are,  HF.  1008. 
Aroos;  seeAryae. 
A-rouxne,  adv.   at    large,   in    an    open 

space,  HF.  540. 
A-rowe,  ctdv.  in  a  row,  HF.  1835. 
Arowe,  s.  \  see  Arwe. 
Arrace;  seeArace. 
Array,  Arraye ;  see  Aray,  Arayed. 
ArreraiTO,  -f*  arrears.  A  602. 
Arrette;  seeAretten. 
Arrivaffe,  j.  coming  to  shore,  HF.  233. 
Arryve,  v.  arrive,  come  to  land.  la  38 ; 

pr.  s.  (it)  arrives.  L.  2309 ;  pt.  s.  drove 

ashore,  B  4.  m  3.  i;  yvel-a.,  ill-foted, 

R.1068. 
Ars-metryke,  s.  arithmetic,  D  322a. 
Artellerles,  s.  pi.  engines  for  shooting, 

B  2523. 
Arten,^^.  to  constrain,  urge,  T.  i.  388. 
Artiflcud,  adj.  A.  ii.  7.  rmi.    The  day 

artificial  is  the  length  of  the  day,  from 

the    moment    of  sunrise    to    that    of 

sunset. 
Artik,  northern,  A.  i.  14.  la 
Artow,  art  thou,  A  1141;  thou  art,  L. 

986. 
Arwe,  s.  arrow.  T.  ii.  641 ;  Arowe,  7.  185 ; 

pi.  arrows.  A  107. 
Aryse,  v.  arise,  be  raised.  T.  iv.  1480; 

pr.  s.  rises,  1  971 ;   Arist,  pr.  s.  {cottir. 

from  ariseth)  arises,  B  265 ;  Ardds,  ft.  s. 

arose.  5.  575 ;  stood  up,  L.  831 ;  Arisen, 

//.  pi.  arose.  T.  ii.  1598 ;  Aryse,  pr.  s. 

subj.  may  arise;   Fro  the  sonne  aryse, 

from  the  point  where  the  sun  rises. 
Ary8infir»  •f.  rising,  rise,  A.  ii.  is.  i. 
Aryve,  s.    lit   arrival;    landing,  disem- 

t)arlcation  of  troops.  A  6a 
Aryve :  see  Arnrve. 
As,  so  (in  asseverations),  3.  838.  1335;  an 

expletive,  expressing  a  wish,  commonly 

used  with  an  imperative,  e.  g.  as  lat. 


pray  let,  B  859;  as  Une,  pny  lend,  A 

r77,  &c.:  As,  like,  B  1864;  as  that. 
1018 ;  As  after,  according  to.  B  3555; 
As  ferforth  as,  as  £u-  as/B  19;  As  m» 
i.  e.  for,  B  3688 ;  As  now,  at  presfeat.  at 
this  time,  A  3364 ;  on  the  present 
occasion,  G  944:  for  the  |;»csent,  G 
1019;  As  nouthe.  as  at  this  tiroe.  ai 
present,  A  46a;  As  ol,  with  respect  to, 
5.  36;  As  swythe.  as  soon  as  possible. 
at  once,  7.  336;  As  that,  as  sooo  a^, 
F  615 ;  as  though,  3. 1300 ;  As  thcr.  tberr, 
4.  117;  As  to,  with  reference  to.  F  107; 
As  to  my  wit,  as  it  seems  to  me.  5. 
.547. 

As,  J.  an  ace.  B  3851 ;  Ambes  as,  pL  doubie 
aces,  B  134. 

Asay;  see  Assay. 

Asoaunoe,  as  if.  perhaps.  G  838 ;  in  case 
that.  L.  3303  '*  Ascaunces,  as  i^  D  1745 : 
as  if  to  say.  T.  i.  305.  393.  CompooMkd 
of  El.  as,  and  O.  F.  quansts,  as  il 

Ascencioun,  s.  ascension,  ascending 
degree,  B  4045 ;  rising  up,  G  776. 

Asoende,  v.  ascend,  rise  (a  term  in 
astrology),  In;  pres.  part,  ascendis^ 
in  the  ascendant,  i.  e.  near  the  easaera 
horizon.  F  364. 

Ascendent,  s.  ascendant.  A  417 ;  //.  HF. 
1268.  The  'ascendant'  is  that  degree 
of  the  ecliptic  which  is  rising  above 
the  horizon  at  a  given  moment 

Asemble;  see  Assemble. 

Aseiiraunoe.  s.  assurance.  T.  v.  1^9. 

Ash ;  see  Asshe. 

Ashamed,  pp.  put  to  shame.  A  3667 ;  far 
pure  a.,  for  very  shame,  T.  ii.  656. 

Asketh,  pr.  s.  reiquires,  T.  i  339. 

AskinfiT,  s.  (question.  L.  313. 

Aslake,  v.  diminish,  A  3553 ;  pp.  assoaged. 
A  1760. 

Asonder,  adv.  asunder,  apart.  A  491. 

Asp,  s.  aspen  tree,  A  3931;  coiUcUvtif, 
R.  1384.    A.  S.  €tps. 

Aspeot,  /.  an  fastrologica])  aspect,  A 1097. 
An  'aspect  is  the  angular  distanrr 
between  two  planets.  The  principal 
aspects  are^w,  viz.  conjunctioo,  scacnie. 
quartile.  tnne,  and  opposition,  corre- 
sponding to  the  angular  nistancrs  o^.  6a\ 
90*^  130°,  and  180P.  respectively. 

AspeD4eef ,  s.  leaf  of  an  aspen  tree,  D 
1667. 

Aspre^  adj.  sharp,  bitter,  T.  iv.  8x7: 
vexatious,  B  3.  p  8.  19;  cruel.  B  a.  p 
8.  39;  fierce,  hardy.  7.  33. 

Asprenesse,  s.  asperity,  B  4.  p  4. 159^ 

Aspye,  5.  spy.  C  755. 


<Slo00artal  Intiex. 


Aspye,  V,  spy,  see,  A  1430;  Aspyen,  v. 
behold.  T.  11.  649. 

Aflsaut,  s.  assault.  A  989.  ' 

Aflsay,  s,  trial,  D  390 ;  doom  his  a.,  make  > 
his  attempt,  L.  1594;  A-say.  test,  L.  ' 
38  a. 

Aaaaye,  v.  try.  make  trial  of,  B  3x49; 
try,  3.  ^74;  endeavour.  F  1567;  g^er.  to 
assail,   V,  i.  928 ;  pr,  s.  experiences,  B  3.  | 
m  a.  13 ;  pr,  //.  try,  L.  487 ;   imp.  pi, 
try,   E  1740;  ip.  proved,  tested,  tried,  1 
experienced,  T.  iii.  laao,  1447;  A  18 11. 


nyle ;  see  ABsaile. 

Aaae^TO,  s,  siege.  T.  i.  464.  ii.  107. 

Aaaeffe,  v.  besiege ;  //.  p/.  T.  i.  60 ;  pp, 
A88x. 

AjBBexnble,  v. ;  come  together,  I  909 ;  ^/r. 
10  amass,  B  3.  p  8.  8 ;  /^.  A  717 ;  united, 
Gso. 

Aaaemblinflr®,  j.  union,  I  904,  917. 

Aasendent ;  see  ABoendent. 

Aosente,  v,  agree  to,  A  374;  assent,  A 
309a;  consent,  B  3469;  agree,  E  xi, 
88.  139. 

A  Mini  (i),  .r.  ash-tree,  5. 176;  collectively, 
ash-trees,  R.  1384. 
AfWlie  (a),  s,  ash  (of  something  burnt)  ; 
Asshen,//.  ashes,  7.  173;  A  130a. 

AHBOtlen,  rer,  to  discharge,  pay,  B  5. 
p  1. 15 ;  V,  loosen ;  pr,  s.  absolve,  pardon. 
C  913 ;  pp.  explained.  B  5.  p  6.  311. 

Aaaomng,  s,  absolution,  A  661. 

Aflsure,  s,  assurance,  protestation,  7.  331. 

Aasure^  v,  feel  secure,  trust,  T.  v.  870: 
rely.  T.  v.  1624;  declare  (to  be)  sure, 
7.  00. 

Aflsysa,  s,  assize,  session,  A  314;  judge- 
ment, I.  36 :  position,  R.  900. 

Asteite,  V.  escape,  L.  x8o9 ;  A  1595 ;  es- 
cape from,  L.  3338;  D  968:  get  away, 
withdraw,  3.  ix^:  release,  L)  1314;  pi. 
s.  escaped,  T.  lii.  97;  pp.   escaped.  B 

AMOiile,  V.  astonish;  pr.  s.  astonishes, 
HP.  1 174;  pp.  astonished,  T.  i.  274.  iii. 
1089. 
AstonyiniTttt  '•  astonishment.  B  4.  p  5. 33. 
I,  V,  to  store ;  fp,  A  609. 
iial)e 


B,  /.  astroial>e,  A.  pr.  4. 
Astrologleii,  /.  astrologer,  astronomer, 

AstroiOiryOt  '•  astrology,  A  3193.  3514. 
Astromye  (y^  Astronomye) .  an  i^orant 

form,  A  3451.  wj, 
Asure,  t,  axure,  R.  477. 
ASWOVW,  V. :  pp.  daz^  put  to  sleep.  HF. 

549> 
A-«wown,  adv,  {from  pp.)  in  a  swoon. 


L.  2207;  Aswowe,  7.  ^54;  hemct  As- 
wowne,  in  a  swoon,  T.  iii.  1092 ;  A  3823. 

At,  prep,  at,  A  20,  &c. :  of.  R.  378 ;  as  to. 
6.  114;  by,  D  209^;  in  the  presence  of, 
T.  ii.  984;  with,  beside,  HF.  1593;  10, 
HF.  1603;  At  me,  with  resf)ect  to  mc, 
B  1975 ;  At  erste,  firste  of  all,  HF.  512 . 
At  his  large,  free,  free  to  speak  or  l>e 
silent.  A  2288;  At  on.  at  one,  agreed. 
A  4x97;  At  shorte  wordcs,  briefly.  5. 
481;  At  regard,  with  regard,  I  180;  At 
ye,  at  (your)  eye,  with  your  own  eyes, 
visibly,  A  3016;  have  at  thee,  I  attack 
thee,  L.  X383. 

At-after,  prep,  after.  B  1445. 

Atake,  v.  overtake,  G  556. 585. 

Ataste,  2/r.  s.  subj.  taste,  B  2.  p  i.  4X. 

Ataynt ;  see  Attelne. 

Atazir,  s.  evil  influence,  B  305. 

Atexxipraunce,  s,  temperament,  B  4.  p  6. 
214;  adjustment,  moderation,  temper- 
ance, C  46. 

Atempre,  adj,  temperate,  mild.  L.  128. 
1483 :  moderate,  T.  i.  953 ;  mild,  $.  204 ; 
R.  131 ;  modest,  I  932. 

Atexxipre,  %'. ;  pr,  s.  attempers,  B  i.  m  2. 
23 :  refl.  controls  himself.  B  2704. 

Atemprely,  adv.  temperately.  I  861: 
moderately,  B  2728. 

Atexxipringre,  s.  controlling.  B  5.  p  4.  loi. 

Ateyxie ;  sec  Attelne. 

Athamaunt,  s.  adamant,  A  1305. 

Athixikexi,  v.  displease,  T.  v.  878;  Athink- 
elh,  pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  repents,  T.  i.  1050. 

At-oxies,  adv.  at  once,  at  one  and  the 
same  time.  B  670. 

Atooxi,  adv.  at  one,  E  437. 

At-rede,  v.  surpass  in  counsel,  T.  iv. 
1456;  A  2449. 

At-rexine,  v.  surpass  in  running,  T.  iv. 
1456 ;  A  2449. 

Attained,  pp.  broached,  B  4008. 

Attayne ;  see  Attelne. 

Atte.  for  at  the.  D  404;  Attc  beste,  in 
the  best  way,  A  29,  7^[9;  Atte  fan,  at 
the  fan,  H  42:  Atte  tulle,  at  the  full, 
completely,  A  651;  Atte  gate,  at  Yhc 
gate,  B  X563;  Atte  hasard,  at  dice, 
C  608;  Atte  laste,  at  the  last.  B  506; 
Atte  leste,  at  the  least,  at  least,  B  38; 
Atte  Bowe,  at  Bow.  A  xas. 

Attelne,  v.  attain.  R.'  1495;  succeed  in. 
4.  161 :  pp.  apprehended,  B  3.  p  3.  25. 

Attempire ;  see  Ateinpire. 

Attry.  adj.  venomous,  I  583. 

A-tweyn.  adv.  in  two.  x,  1x93. 

A-twlnne.  adv.  apart,  T.  iii.  x666. 

Atwlxe.  prep,  betwixt,  R.  854. 


Bb 
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A-twlxen,  prep,  between,  T.  v.  472. 

A-two,  in  twain,  7.  94 ;  L.  758. 

A-t3rr,  /.  attire,  dress.  T.  i.  181. 

Auctor;  seeAuctour. 

Auctoritee,  s,  authority,  B  2355 ;  recog- 
nised text,  A  3000 ;  statements  of  good 
authors,  D  i. 

Auctour,  s,  author,  HF.  v^\  originator, 
H  ^59 ;  creator,  T.  iii.  1705. 

Audienoe,  j.  hearing.  5.^08;  audience, 
B  3991 ;  open  assembly,  D  1032. 

Augrrinit  J.  al^^orism,  i.  e.  numeration,  A. 
i.  7.  6 ;  Arabic  numerals,  A.  i.  8.  6. 

Auflrrlm-atones,  pL  counters  for  calcu- 
lating, A  3210. 

Auncessour,  j.  ancestor ;  pL  R.  391. 

Aunoestre,  s,  ancestor,  5. 41. 

Aunoetrye,  s,  ancestry,  A  3982. 

Aunfirel,  s,  angel,  R.  916. 

Aungrellyk,  adj.  angelical,  T.  i.  102. 

Aunflrellyke,  adv,  like  an  angel,  L.  236. 

AuQtre  it,  V,  risk  it,  A  4209;  Auntred 
him,^/.  s.  adventured  himself.  A  4205. 

Auntrous,  adj,  adventurous,  B  2099. 

Autentyke,  adj.  authentic,  3. 1086. 

Auter,  J.  altar,  5.  249. 

Avale,  V,  fall  down,  T.  iii.  6a6;  doff,  take 
off,  A  3122 ;  Avalcn.  pr,  pi.  sink  down. 

Avantajire,  s.  advantage.  F  772;  to  don 
his  a.,  to  suit  his  own  interests,  B  729 ; 
as  adj,  advantageous,  B  146. 

Avante;  seeAvaunte. 

Avaunce,  v.  promote,  L.  2022 ;  ^er,  T.  i. 
518;  be  profitable,  A  246;  cause  to 
prosper,  HF.  640 ;  help,  10.  31. 

Avaunt,  s.  vaunt,  boast,  A  227,  E  1457. 

Avaunte  (her),  v.  rejl.  boast  (herself),  7. 
296;  ^rr.  to  extol.  HF.  1788;  v.  rejl, 
boast,  vaunt  himself.  D  1014. 

AvauntlnfiT,  s.  boasting,  A  3884. 

Avauntour,  s.  boaster.  5. 43a 

Avenaunt,  adj.  graceful,  comely,  R.  1263. 

Aventayle,  s.  ventail,  E  1204. 

Aventure,  s,  chance,  4.  21 ;  peril,  B  1151 ; 
misfortune,  L.  657;  fortune,  18.  20; 
luck,  T.  ii.  288,  291:  circumstance,  L. 
1907;  of  a.,  by  chance,  HF.  2090;  on  a,, 
in  case  of  mishap.  T.  v.  298 ;  in  a.,  in 
the  hands  of  fortune,  T.  i.  784 ;  per  a., 
perchance,  A.  ii.  12.  6 ;  in  a.  and  grace^ 
on  luck  and  favour,  4.  60;  good  a.,  good 
fortune,  5.  131,  7.  324;  pL  adventures, 
A  795 ;  accidents.  C  934. 

Aventurous,  at^.  random,  B  i.  p  6.  98 ; 
adventitious  {VaX.  forhtiia) ,  B  2.  p  4.  17. 

Avisee,  adj.  deliberate,  L.  1521. 

Avisioun,  s.  vision,  R.  9 ;  H  F.  7. 

Avouterye,  /.  adultery,  5. 361. 


Avoutier,  s.  adulterer;  pi.  I  841. 

Avow,  s.  vow,  A  2414,  2237. 

Avowe,  V.  avow,  own,  proclaim,  G  642; 

pr.  s.  vows,  7.  355. 
Avoy,  inierj.  fie!  B 4098. 
Avys,  s.  advice,  consideration.  opinkMi. 

A  786,  B  2442. 
Avyse,  V.  consider,  T.  u  364;  cootem- 

plate.  T.  V.  1814;  rejl.  consider.  B  664: 

imf.  s.  take  heed,  A  4188;  imp.pl.  coo- 

sider,  deliberate,    A    3185;  pp.  clearly 

seen,  R.  475;  with  mmd  made  up,  T. 

iii.    1 186;     advised,    careful,  A   3584; 

deliberate,  I  448;  wary,  A  4333;'1ore- 

wamed,  B  2538;  toell  a.,  wclTadTised, 

B25i^ 
Avysely.  adv.  advisedly,  B  2488 ;  serkwslr. 

I  1024;  carefully,  A.  iu  29.  29. 
Avysement,  s.  consideration^  B  2941; 

counsel.  T.  iu  ^43;  deliberation,  B  86; 

determination,  L.  1417. 
Await,  s.  watch,  D  1657;  surveillance,  H 

149;   waiting.  T.  iiL  57^;  vratchfolnesi. 

T.  iii.  457;   Have  hir  m  awayt,  watcfa 

her,  B  3915 ;  //.  plots,  B  3.  p  8. 11. 
Awaite,  V.  await;  pr.  s.  waits,  i.  ni; 

watches,  B  1776. 
Awaitinir*  s.  attendance,  7.  asa 
Awaitour,  s.  Her  in  wait,  B  4.  p  ^  122. 
Awake,  V.  wake,  awake;  Awook.  ipLs. 

aroused,  3.  1324;  pt.  s,  awoke,  F  367; 

Awaked,  pt.  s.  awoke,  A  2523. 
Award,  s.  decision,  I  483. 
Awen,  own  (Northern),  A  4^39. 
A-wepe,  a-weeping,  in  tears,  T.  ii.  408. 
A-werke,  adv.  at  work,  D  215. 
Aweye,  adv.  out  of  the  way,  done  with, 

T.  ii.  123;  gone,  7.  319;  from  home,  B 

593 ;  astray,  B  609. 
Aweyward,  adv.  away,  backwards,  H 

262. 
Awliai>e,  V.  amaze;  ff,  scared.  L.  132: 

stupefied,  7.  215 ;  confounded,  T.  i.  316. 
Awook ;  see  Awake. 
Awreke,  v.  avenge,  2.  11 ;  /r.  i.  avenges. 

R.  278 ;  ^/.  H  298 ;  A  3752. 
Awry,  adv.  on  one  side,  R.  291. 
Axen,  V.  ask,  L.  835 ;  Axe  at,  ask  of,T.ii. 

894 ;  pr.  s.  requires,  T.  it  227. 
Axing,  s.  question,  L.  239  a ;  request,  A 

1826. 
Ay,  adv.  aye,  ever,  A  63,  233;  Ay  whyl 

that,  all  the  while  that,  4. 252. 
Ay-dwelUnffe,  adj.  per]>etual,  ever-abid- 
ing B  5.  p  6.  97. 
Ayeln,  prep,    opposite   to,   T.    u.  920; 

against,  T.  i.  902. 
Ayein,  adv.  again,  back,  5.  loa 
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Ayein-ledinflrOf  tufy\  returning,  recon- 
ducting, B  3.  m  9. 42. 

Ayeina,  /r^.  against.  A  1787 ;  towards, 
at  the  approach  of,  5.  342. 

Ayeins,  adv,  against,  to,  A  3155. 

Ayeinward^  adv,  again,  on  the  other 
hand,  B  2.  p  4.  126 ;  back  again,  T.  iii. 

750.  '^'  »58i- 
Ayel,  s.  grand&ther,  A  2477. 
Aslmut,  s,  azimuth,  A.  ii.  31.  22. 

B. 

Ba,  V.  kiss,  D  433 ;  imf.  s,  A  3709. 
Babewixmes,>|/.  (lit  baboons),  grotesque 

figures  in  architecture,  HF.  1189. 
Bacbelere,  s.  young  knight,  R.  918, 1469; 

an  aspirant  to  knighthood,  A  80. 
Bacbelrye.  J.  bachelor-hood,  H 125 ;  com- 
pany of  young  men,  £  27a 
Bad;  seeBldde. 
Badder,  adj\  comp,  worse.  F  224. 
BaflTflTO,  V, :  pr,  s.  looks  askant,  3.  623. 
BaflTflrepype,  $.  bagpipe.  A  56k. 
Ba^firinfflyf  o^«  squintingly.  R.  292. 
Baite,  V,  bait;   feed.  B  466;  /^.  baited, 

tormented,  R.  1612. 
Bi^,  J.  back.  3.  957;  cloth  for  the  back, 

coarse  mantle,  rough  cloak,  G  881. 
Bcbkbyter,  s,  backbiter,  1 495. 
Bfikke   metes,  baked  meats,  meat  pies, 

I  445- 
Baldialf,  the  back  or  flat  side  of  the 

astrolabe,  A.  i.  4.  i. 
BalL-0ide,  s,  the  back  of  the  astrolabe,  A. 

i.  15.  3- 
Balaiince.  s,  a  balance.  G  61 1 ;  in  balaunce, 
in  jeopardy,  G  611 ;  in  suspense,  3. 1021. 
Bale,  s.  sorrow,  q.  535 ;  for  bote  ne  bale,  for 

^ood  nor  for  ill.  3.  227. 
BcbUce,  J.  balk,  beam,  A  3920;  pL  trans- 
verse beams  beneath  a  roof.  A  3626. 
Halletl,  adj.  bald.  A  198,  2518. 
Bane,  s,  death,  L.  2159;  destruction,  HF. 
408 ;   cause  of  death,  A  1097 ;  slayer,  T. 

iv.  333- 
BaneB,  pL  bones  (Northern),  A  4073. 
Bar,  Bare ;  see  Bere,  v, 
Barl>e,  s,  barb  (part  of  a  woman's  head- 
dress,   still    sometimes    used   by  nuns. 
consisting  of  a  piece  of  white  plaited 
linen,   ps^sed  over  or  under  the  chin, 
and   reaching  midway  to  the  waist),  T. 
ii.  no. 
Bart>r>e,  adj,  barbarian,  B  281. 
3Ar^ixie,  adj,  barren,  B  68,  D  372. 
Baz-oI  ale,  barrel  of  ale,  B  3083. 
Baric*  s,  (of  a  tree),  T.  iii.  727. 

Bb 


Barm-olooth,  j.  apron,  A  3236 

Barme,  s,  (dat.)  bosom,  lap,  ii  3256, 3630. 

Baronasre,  s,  assembly  of  barons,  A  3096. 

Barre,  s,  bar,  A  1075 ;  Barres,  pL  stripes 
across  a  girdle,  A  329. 

Barred,  pp,  furnished  with  *  bars.'  A  3225. 

Barrinffe,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bars.  I  417. 

Baslllcok,  s,  basilisk.  I  853. 

BckSte,  V.  baste;  pres.part  basting,  tack- 
ing on,  R.  104. 

Bataile,  s,  battle,  fight,  L.  1647:  troop,  B 
5.  m  1. 4. 

Batailen,  v.  fight,  B  i.  p  4.  231. 

Batailled,  at^',  embattled,  1.  e.  notched 
with  indentations,  B  405a 

Batere,  v.  batter;  pr,  s.  strikes.  I  556. 

Bathe,  both  (Northern),  A  4087. 

Bathe,  ^er.  to  bathe,  to  bask,  T.  ii.  849 ; 
rejl,  to  bask,  B  4457. 

Bauderye,  s,  bawdry,  act  of  a  pandar,  T. 
iii.  397;  mirth,  A  1926. 

Baudrik,  s,  baldnc,  belt  worn  trans- 
versely over  one  shoulder,  A  116. 

Baudy,  adj,  dirty,  G  635. 

Baume,  s,  balm,  HF.  1686. 

Baundon,  s,  power,  disposal,  R.  1163. 

Bay,  adr.  bay-coloured.  A  2157. 

Bayard,  a  horse's  name ;  a  horse,  A  41 15. 

B^, prefix;  see  also  Bi-. 

Beau,  adj.  fEur ;  beau  sir,  foir  sir,  HF.  643. 

Be-bled,  pp.  bloodied,  covered  with  blood, 
B  3.  m  2. 14. 

Beblotte,  imp.  s.  blot,  T.  ii.  1027. 

Beohen,  adj.  made  of  beech.  G  1160. 

Become,  v,  go  to,  L.  2214 ;  pp,  gone  to,  7. 

Bed,  s.  L.  221 1 :  station,  B  3862;  bed  (of 

herbs),  B4411. 
Beddiiifire,  s.  couch.  A  1616. 
Bede,  V.  offer,  proffer.  HF.  32;  G  1065; 

I  pr,  s,  proffer,  7.  304 ;    Bedeth.  pr,  s. 

proffers,  E  1784;  Bede.  \  pt.pl,  directed, 

told,  I  6c;  Boden,;^.  commanded,  T.  iii. 

691 ;  ordfered.  L.  206. 
Be^e,  pt.pl.  and  pp.  of  Bidde. 
Beden,  pt.  pi.  of  Bidde. 
Bedes,  pi,  beacls.  A  159. 
Bedote,  V,  befeol,  L.  1547. 
Bedrede,  adj,  bedridden,  D  1769. 
Beek,  s,  beak,  F  418. 
Beem,  s,  balk,  B  4362;  Bemes,//.  beams,. 

R.  1574. 
Been,  pi,  bees.  F  204. 
Beer,  bare ;  pt,  s.  of  Bere. 
Beest,  s.  beast,  F  460 ;  Beest  roial  s  royal 

beast,  i.  e.  I..eo.  F  264;  brute.  G  288;. 

beast,  quarry.  R.  1452. 
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Beet,  pt.  J.  and  imp.  s,  of  Bete. 

Beetn.  imp.  pi.  of  Ben.  to  be. 

BeflTfiTOBtere,  s.  beggar,  properly  a  female 
beggar.  A  243. 

Behette;  see  Bihote. 

Bekke,  i  pr.  s.  (I)  nod.  C  396;  //.  s. 
nodded  to,  T.  ii.  1260. 

Bel  amy,  i.  e.  good  friend,  fair  friend,  C 
318;  Bele.  adj. /em.  fair,  beautiful.  HF. 
1796 ;  Bele  chere,  excellent  fare,  B  1599 ; 
Be]e  chose,  beautiful  part.  D  447. 

Belle,  s.  bell.  T.  ii.  1615;  (of  a  clock),  3. 
1322;  (sign  of  an  inn).  A  719;  iere 
the  b.,  be  the  first,  T.  iii.  198. 

Belweth,  pr.  s.  roars,  HF.  1803. 

Bely,  s.  belly.  B  2167. 

Bely,  s.  a  pair  of  bellows.  I  3^1. 

Bely-naked,  adj.  entirely  naked.  E  1326. 

Berne,  s.  trumpet.  HF.  1240;  pi.  B  4588. 

B€n,  Been,  v.  be.  1. 182;  ipr.  pi.  are.  3. 
582;  Ben.  2pr.pi.  B  122;  consist,  I  82; 
Beth.  /^.  pi.  are.  F  648 ;  Be.  pr.  s.  subj. 
exists,  it  should  t>e,  4.  49 ;  Be.  i  pr.  s.  suSj. 
be.  am.  D  1245;  Beth.  imp.  pi.  be,  C 
683;  Been,  pp.  3.  5^;  A  199;  Be.  pp. 
t>een,  R.  322;  /  had  be,  I  should  have 
been,  3.  222*.  Be  as  be  may.  be  it  as  it 
may.  however  it  be.  L.  1852 ;  Be  what  she 
be,  be  she  who  she  may,  T.  i.  679 ;  Lat 
be.  let  alone.  D  1289. 

Bench,  s.  bench,  T.  ii.  91 ;  table,  B  1548 ; 
bench  (law  court),  i.  159. 

Bend,  s.  band.  R.  1079. 

Bende,  v.  bend,  R.  1334 ;  turn.  T.  ii.  1250 ; 
Bente.  (t.  s.  bent.  H  264;  Bent.  pp.  i. 
29 ;  arcned,  A  3246. 

Bendinfire,  s.  adorning  with  (heraldic) 
bends,  I  417.  A  bend,  in  heraldry,  is 
a  broad  diagonal  band  upon  a  shield. 

B^ne,  s.  bean.  11.  29. 

Benedicite,  bless  ye  (the  Lord),  A  1785; 
(pronounced  ben*ciii),  T.  i.  780,  &c 

Benlsoun,  s.  benison.  blessing.  B  2288. 

Bent,  s.  grassv  slope ;  Bente,  dot.  A  1981. 

Berafte;  see'Bireve. 

Berd,  s.  beard,  A  270,  2x73 !  ^  i^  berd, 
face  to  face.  T.  iv.  41 ;  maJke  a  berd,  de- 
ceive. A  4096;  frake  his  berd,  delude 
him,  D  361. 

B^re,  f.  t>ear,  L.  1214;  the  constelladons 
Ursa  Major  and  Ursa  Minor,  HF.  1004. 

B^re,  s.  bier,  2. 105 ;  19. 5. 

Bere,  v.  bear,  carry.  B  3564;  transport. 
F  1x9;  confer  on,  l^  2135:  Bere  yow, 
conduct  yourself.  D  1108;  Beren  on 
honde,  accuse.  D  393;  Beren  him  on 
bond,  assure  him.  D  232  (cf.  226) ;  Bereth 
him.  conducts  himself,  behaves.  A  796; 


Bereth  hir.  comports  herself,  T.  ii.  401 ; 
Berth  hir  on  hood,  bears  false  witness 
against  her,  B  620;  Bereth  him  on  hood, 
accuses  him,  I  505;  Sickly  berth,  take 
ill,  dislike,  E  625;  Bere,  pr.  pi.  3.  894; 
Bere,  2//.  s.  barest.  T.  iv.  763 ;  Bar.  pi.  s. 
bare,  carried.  A  io< ;  possessed.  D  997 ; 
//.  s.  re/,  conducted  himself^  T.  iii.  490: 
Bar  on  honde,  made  him  believe.  D  575 : 
Bar  her  on  honde,  brought  against  hrr 
a  charge  which  he  feigned  to  believe.  7. 
158 ;  Baren  us,  i  /A  //.  conducted  oar- 
selves,  A  721 ;  Baren  me  on  hood,  bore 
false  witaess  against  me,  B.  i.  p  4.  180; 
pr.  s.  subj.  may  pierce,  A  2256;  Ber, 
imp,  s.  carry,  D  11^;  Ber  ajrein.  take 
back,  T.  ii.  1141 ;  Boren.  pp.  bom.  D 
1153;  Bore,//,  bom. 

Bere,  s.  head-sheet,  pillow-case.  3.  254. 

Berie,  s.  berry,  A  4368. 

Berie,  V.  bury.  C  884. 

Berinigre,  s.  behaviour,  B  2022 ;  carriage. 
E1604. 

Berke,  v.  bark;  Borken,//.  shrieked  (lit 
barked),  B  i.  p  5.  i. 

Berm,  s.  barm,  i.  e.  yeast,  G  813. 

Bern.  s.  bam,  B  3759. 

Beryle.  s.  beryl.  HF.  1184. 

Besaunt-wlflrht,  s.  weight  of  a  besant.  R. 
1 106.  {Besant,  a  gold  coin  of  Byzan- 
tium.) 

Bespreimt ;  see  Btspren^e. 

Bestialltee,  s.  animal   condition.  T.  i. 

735. 

Bet,  €uiT.  comp.  better.  10.  47 ;  HF.  108. 

Bet,  adv.  better,  A  242 ;  go  bet,  go  faster, 
go  as  quickly  as  possible.  3.  136;  the  bet, 
the  better.  HF.  559;  bet  and  bet,  better 
and  better.  T.  iii.  714. 

B6te,  V.  remedy,  heal.  T.  i.  665 ;  amend, 
mend,  assist.  I  421 ;  kindle,  A  3353. 

Bdte,/vr.  to  beat,  flap,  B  ^512 ;  to  hammer 
out,  C  17 ;  Beet,//,  s.  adjoined  (lit  beat), 
R.  129 ;  Beten.  pp.  beaten.  B 1732 ;  as  adj, 
beaten,  ornamented  with  the  hammer, 
R.837. 

Beth,/r.//.  are,  B  2350;  imp.  pi.  he,  i. 

Bemisinsr*  ^.  betrayal.  L.  246a 
Bettre,  adj.  better,  A  256;  b.  arm,  right 

arm,  T.  ii.  165a 
Bever,  adj.  made  of  beaver,  A  272. 
Beye,_^er.  to  buy,  T.  v.  1843;  *•  ^  I46i 

See  Bye. 
Bibbe,  V.',  pp.  imbibed,  A  4162. 
Bible,  s.  bible,  A  438*.  book.  HF.  1334. 
Bl-bledde,/^.//.  covered  with  blood,  A 


€^IiM»unal  inbti. 
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Bicdbed  bonae.  s.  pi.  dice.  C  656. 
BI-4Slappe,  /vr.  to  catch  (as  in  a  trap). 

G9. 

BIOOiiie,/'«r.  to  become.  D 1644 ;  Bicomtb, 
#/-.  /.  goes.  T.  iL  795. 

Bidaftod,  pp.  befooled.  E  1191. 

Bidde.  v.  ask  {umfmstd  with  B6de.  v.  com- 
mand, bid);  m,  to  reoiaest,  L.  838; 
ipr.  s.  pray,  T.  i  loaj;  Bit,/r.i.  bids, 
A  187;  Bad,/^  1.  prayed,  begged.  T.  iiL 
1349;  besoi^t,  T.  i.  xia;  requested.  £ 
373;  X  /A  1.  bade,  F  121a;  pe.  s.  bade.  • 
commanded,  D  Z08;  Beden, //.//.  bade.  , 
B  3333:  Bidde,  pp,  commanded.  B  440  ; 
(where  kam  kidde  —  have  bidden)  ;  Bede,  ; 
pp,  bidden   {om  if  from  Bede),  3.  194: 
I  pi,  s.  smkf  would  seek.  R.  791;   Bid. 
imp,  s.  pray.  T.  iiL  34a ;  bid.  3. 144 ;  Bid- 
deth,  imp.  pi,  ^isacy,  T.  i.  36. 

BlddiniTf  i'  request,  L.  837. 

BIdelve,  V, :  Kdohren,  pp,  buried,  B  5.  p 

1.51- 
Biden,  pp,  of  Byde. 
Blfalllnga,  1.   coming   to   pass.  T.  iv. 

1018. 
Biforen,/r^.  before,  B  3553;  in  front  of,  ' 

G680.  ■ 

Blforen,  aiv,  in  the  front  part  (of  his 

head).  A  X376;  beforehand.  A  1x48;  in 

front,  A  590;  in  a  good  position,  A  572; 

of  old  time,  F  ^i ;  first,  E  446. 
Blfom,  prep,  before. 
Biirete,  v,  beget ;  Begat,  pi,  s.  L.  1562 ; 

Bigeten,/^.  B3138. 
Riglnne,  v.  begin,  A  42 ;  Bigonne,  2  pi.  s. 

G  44a:  Benn,  a  pi,  s.  (faJst  form  for  \ 

Bigunne),  L.  a»o;   Bigan,  //.  u  A  44; 

Bigonne,  pi,pLY  1015;  Bigonne,  pp.  T. 

ii.779. 
Blffoon,  pp,  ornamented,  R.  943 ;  wei  b., 

well  contented,  jojrous,   merry,  5.  171; 

fortunate,  T.  ii.  294 ;  wel  bigo,  well  con- 
tent. R.  693:  wo  b,,  distressed,  L.  1487. 

2497;  sorwfiilfy  b,,  distressed,  T.  i.  114; 

wers  b.,  more  wretched,  T.  v.  1328. 
Bi^yleres,  //.  b^guilers,  I  299. 
Blbalve,  s.  dai,  behalf,  T.  ii.  1458. 
Blhate,  v,  hate ;  /^.  B  3.  m  4. 6. 
Biheste,  /.  promise.  B  ^ ;  command.  T. 

"•  359 '•  P^'  promises.  1.  e.  all  that  they 

profess  to  prove,  A.  pr.  26. 
BUieta,  I  pr,  s.  promise.  G  707 ;  2  pr,  s. 

flost  promise.  B  4.  p  2.  i ;  pr.  s.  promises. 

I  37Q.    See  Blbote. 
Blbetinffe,  s,  promising.  B  2.  p  8. 16. 
Bihewe,  v.;    Behewe,  pp,  carved.    HF. 

1106. 
Bihlffhte,  pi,  s,  promised,  T.  v.   1204; 


Bihighte.  ^/.//.  T.  iii  319:  Bihight.  pp. 

T.  V.  354.    See  Blhote. 
Biholde,  V.  behold.  A  2293 ;  Behelde,  v. 

behold. 7. 80;  Behelde.  //.  /.  sMbJ.  s'.ou'.d 

see.  T.  ii.  378;   Biholde, //.  behclJ,  G 

179- 
Bihote.  I  pr.  s.  promise,  A  1854 ;  Behctte, 

//.J.  5. 436. 
Bihove,  s.  dai.  profit  (lit  behooO.  R«  1092. 
Bihove,  I*,  suit,  13.  5 ;  pr.  s.  (it)  behoves, 

T.  iv.  1004:  pr.pl.  are  necessary,  I  83. 
Blhovely,  adj.  helpful,  T.  ii.  261 ;'  needful, 

I  107. 
Bl>Jai>e,  V. :  pp.  jested  at.  tricked,  T.  i. 

BUcer,  s.  quarrel.  L.  2661. 

Biknowe,  v.  acknowledge,  B  886 ;  Bikno- 
weth,  pr,  s.  I  481 ;  Beknew.  //.  s.  con- 
fessed. L.  1058 :  I  am  bi-knowen  =  I  ac- 
knowledge, B  3.  p  la  88. 

BUde.^^r.  to  build,  HF.  1133;  Bilt,  pr.  r. 
HF.  1 135;  Biit,^.  I.  183.    See  Bulde. 

Bllder,  s.  as  adj,  builder,  used  for  build- 
ing. 5. 176. 

Bileve,  X.  £iith.  L.  2109;  creed,  A  3456. 

Blleve  (I),  v.  believe;  imp.pl.  G  1047. 

Bileve  (2),  v.  to  remain,  stay  behind,  1* 


BulniK 


Inne,  v.  cease,  T.  iii.  1365. 
Bille,  5.  bill,  petition,  1.  59,  no;  letter,  fcl 

1937 ;  writ,  D  1586. 
Binde,    v.    bind,    enthral,  4.  249;    Bvnt 

{for  Bint),^r.  j.  binds,  4.  47,  48;  Bond, 

fi.  J.  bound,  fastened,  R.  241 ;  (Vjund^n, 
_pp.  bound.  B  270;  bound  up,  D  681. 
Blndiziff,  1.  constraint.  A  1304. 
Binizne,  v,  take    away.  B  4.  p  3.    yt\ 

Bincmcn, pr, pi.  B  3.  p  3.  65 ;  Bi-nomrn, 

^p.  Liken  away.  B  3.  p  3.  69. 
Binne.  s.  bin,  chest.  A  593. 
Biquethe,  v.  bequeath,  D  1121. 
Biraft,  -e ;  see  Bireve. 
Birelne,  v.;  Birryned, /»/.   rainrd   u|M)n. 

T.  iv.  1 172. 
Bireve,  v.  bereave,  B  3359;  restrain,  T.  i. 

685 ;  Uke away.  G  482 ;  mr wo bernr,  1  f il  1 

me  of  woe,  6.  12;  Bireved,  pt.  s.  UrtU. 

V  2071:  Birafte.  pt.  s.  B  83;  Wunit.  />;>. 

Ixrreft.  T.  iv.  225 ;  A  136 1. 
Birthe.  s.  birth.  B  192. 
Biscomed,  pp.  scorned,  I  278. 
Biseffe,  V.  besiege;  pr.  s.  h.  190a;  Hiv- 

grde.  pt.  pi.  T.  i.  149. 
BiMken,  V.  beseech,  pray.  B  2306,  a*;  10, 

Hy-s*ke,  v.  beseech.  T.  I'v.  131 ;  Hi'.f-krfi. 

I  pr.  pi.  implore.  A  918;  Hi!i<)ii>»hlrsi.  y 

pt.  s.  didst  beseech,  T.  v.  1734  ;  liiso^jhir, 

pt.  s.  B  2164. 
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BlBemare,  s.  contemptuous  conduct,  A 

Bu^tte,  V, ;  Besette.  v,  employ,  L.  1069 ; 
l)estow,  3.  772;  Besette,  disposed  of^  L. 
2558 ;  used  up,  D  1952 ;  bestowed,  A  3715, 
established,  A  3012 ;  fixed.  I  366 ;  Beset, 
^.  bestowed,  T.  i.  521. 

Biseye,  ^f.  beseen;  we/  ^..  fiur  to  see. 
good-looking,  R.  821 ;  well  provided.  3. 
829 :  goodly  K,  fair  to  see.  good  in  ap- 
pearance. T.  ii.  1262 :  ytfe/  b^  ill-looking. 
E  965 ;  richefy  b.,  rich-looking,  splendid, 
E984. 

Blahende,  v, ;  Beshende,  v,  bring  to  ruin, 
L.  2696. 

Bishitte,  V. ;  Bishet,  pp,  shut  up.  T.  iil 
602. 

Bishrewe,  i  pr,  s.  beshrew.  D  8^ 

Bisie,  V,  re/,  take  pains.  B  3034 ;  Bisie  me. 
employ  myself.  G  758 ;  p/,  pL  occupied 
themselves,  5.  X92. 

BisUy,  adv,  diligently.  A.  ii.  ^8.  8;  com- 
pletely. T.  iii.  1153;  eagerly,  F  1051; 
well,  2.  33. 

Bisinesse,  s.  business,  B  1415 ;  busy  en- 
deavour. A  1007.  G  24 ;  diligence,  3. 1156 ; 
C  56 ;  industry.  G  5 ;  labour,  5.  86 ;  work, 
activity.  T.  i.  795;  trouble,  ado.  7.  99; 
careful  attention.  B  2979;  attentiveness, 
7.  250;  care.  A  520. 

Bi-amokede,  adj.  pL  dirtied  with  smoke. 
B  I.  p  1. 31. 

Blsmotered,  pf.  besmutted,  marked  with 
spots  of  rust,  «c.,  A  76. 

Bispet,  pp.  spit  upon,  I  276. 

Bisprenfire,  1/. ;  Bespreynt,  >^.  sprinkled, 
bedewed,  2.  la 

Bistad,/^.  bestead,  in  trouble.  R.  1227; 
hard  b.,  greatly  imperilled,  B  649. 

Bistryden,  v. ;  Bistrood,  pt.  s.  bestrode, 
B209^. 

Blsy,  Besy,  adj,  busy,  industrious.  R. 
1052;  active.  L.  103;  useful,  I  474; 
attentive,  F  509:  anxious,  2.  2. 

Blsyde,  prep,  beside ;  fAer  b.,  beside  that 

Clace,  3. 1316 ;  o/b„  from  the  neighbour- 
ood  of,  A  445;  b.  Ait  /ft//,  without  his 

leave.  HF.  2105. 
SXayAeSf  ^ep. ;  Aim  b.,  near  him.  A  402. 
Bisydes,  BeiBydes,  adv.  on  one  side.  G 

1416. 
Bit,  (r.  s.  of  Bidde. 
Bitake,  i  pr.  s.  commend.  1 1043 :  commit, 

E  161 ;  resign,  A  3750 ;  i  pr.  s.  deliver, 

entrust.  L,  2297 ;  Bitook.  pf.  s.  entrusted. 

G  541 :  Bitaken,  /^.  B  3.  m  2.  47. 
Bitecne,   i  pr.  s.  commit  (to),  consign 

(to).  B  21 14. 


Blthinke,  v.  imagine,  think  of.  T.  iii 
1694 ;  Bethinke.  «r.  2.  107 ;  ger.  to  reflect. 
HF.  1 176:  Bithoughte,  i  //.  s.  reji,  be- 
thought myself,  R.  q2I  ;  I  am  bithougfat, 
I  have  thought  (oO,  A  767;  Bithot^ifat, 
pp.  T.  ii.  225. 

Bl6d,  Bltit ;  see  Bityde. 

Bitook ;  see  Bitake. 

Bltore,  s.  bittern,  D  972. 

Bltraise,  BltraiBshe,  v.  betray;  Bitray- 
seth.  pr.  s.  C  92;  pp.  betrayed.  T.  iv. 
1648;  I  269:  Bitraisshed.  R.  1648;  Bi- 
tmsshed,  R.  1520. 

Bltrenden,  v.;  Bi-trent,  pr.  s.  encircles, 
goes  round.  T.  iv.  870 ;  twines  round,  T. . 
iii.  1231. 

Bltwlxen,^/;^.  between.  A  880;  Betwixen, 
5. 148 ;  Bitwixe,  A  277 ;  Bitwiz.  L.  739. 

Bityde,  Bttyden,  v,  happen.  T.  il  60$: 
arrive.  B  ^30;  pr.  s.  subj.  E306;  Bityde 
what  b^  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  750: 
Bitit,/r.  s.  betides,  happens,  T.  il  4B.  v. 

gi5;    Bitidde,  pt.  s.  hKrfcIl.  T.  v.  1641; 
itid.  pp.  T.  iiu  288 ;  Betid,  HF.  384. 
Bltydlnge,  s.  an  event.  B  5.  p  i.  37. 
Bltyxnes,  adv.  betimes,  soon.  G  1006. 
Blware,  v.  \  Biwared.  ff.  spent,  expended, 

laid  out  (as  on  wares).  T.  i.  636. 
Blwepe,  ger.  to  bemoan.  T.  L  763 :  Bh 

wopen,  pp.  bathed  in  tears.  T.  iv.  916. 
Blwreye,  v.  make  manifest,  reveal.  T.  iii. 

377 ;  Biwreyest,  2  pr.  s,  revealest,  B  773 ; 

Biwreyd.  pp.  betrayed  (viz.  by  having 
.your  words  revealed),  H  35a. 
Blwreirinff ,  i. betraying,  B233a 
Bl-WPyen.  v.  disclose,  reveal,  T.  ii.  537 ; 

Bewrye.  betray,  5.  348.    (Wrongly  used 

for  Biwreye.) 
Blak,  adj.  black.  A  294 ;  Blake.  pL  A  557 . 

Blakke.  de/.  HF.  1801. 
Blak,  s.  black  clothing.  3. 445. 
Blake,  s.  black  writing,  mk,  T.  iL  i3»x 
Blakeberied,  a,   a^lackbenying.  i.  e. 

a-wandering  at  will,  astray.  C  406. 
Blaked,  pp.  blackened,  rendered  black. 

B  3321. 
Blandlshe,  pr.  s.  smbj.  kwn.  I  376. 
Blankmanger,  s.  a  compound  of  minced 

capon   with  cream,  sugar,  and  flour.  A 

387.    Named  from  its  white  colour. 
Blaeen,  ^/r.  to  blow,  HF.  1802. 
Blaspheme,  s.  blaspheming,  16. 15. 
Bltephem6ur.  s.  blasphemer,  C  898. 
Blast,  s.  puff,  T.  ii.  1387. 
Blaste,  j^er.  to  blow  a  trumpet.  HF.  1866. 
Blaunohe,  o^'./rm.  white  (see  Fevere). 

T.  i.  916. 
Blaundlsshlnflre,  pret.  pt.   as   adj.  be- 
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vkiichi:^  i  s*  ti    =i  x=     IJauniiiiMnip-. 
flarrr=x£.  r  1  :  -  :—  * 
Blecbe.  z..  t7  iiHounwc.  s.  ^ 
Bl0d0«  r.  :•!»:.    Z^   aam     iit^imt.   7.    . 

b.f?d.  T.  r»  ;jcc 
BlexoisliMl.  9V   nxiuTsc  3  1  i  ^  :.::^ 
Blende,  t.  :iim:.   Z    v    uti    /v  -n   in- 
crivc    T-  i::-  ac^    t:    ninit     '»■  — iu   n- 
lj>a«.    r.    iiinii    unsn*       7     i.    -j::r 
Beet./*.  --.    iiima?.    =.    aa:     -Ittnn*    -.  - 
blinds":     T.  ■•    I3U.     Hkth.    rr    :-.    «: 

Blere.  T .  L-«£.*    :i':::ni      ••i»r-»   ur  "f   lim 
Tht:r  ri  *    ::n:'it    Tlf.ni     .*.   juti     rt    :it- 

Blerin^.  .v  ^m.Txuuf    /'.  f'm.  \'  uiimlnir 
A  356s 

BToonci.  -  ~   •   -     ziKSsttr.i  ur  7^    .  '^-.TzjiL-i 

!.er*^  :   r  i-»-       __ 
Bleve,  '. .  vm.urz.    .    "     zJu,.     -'.nuk.rr     a 

Ble-w.  f .'.  .-.  r-'  r;7:»v*. 

Ble"W. 'if-.  1- :j^  a  5^-*    i.  3-1:     £-      I' lit 

Bleyne.'.*.  i-k-:-    iirt-n^iK:    >.  5  =  :. 
Bleynta. /r. .-.  ■.•i*rTiL--rt::.   -r.^-tr:   :.l-*.   -. 
107s     "-•••*-  sAiZi'.  Z    ~  :;_x-_     .-'* 

BUnde.   -.      =.  ■-:.?    v-r-.-.     r-     .;    :  .:■: 

Blinne.  t.  -rut  :-r  iituis^    _■  ::-: 
Blteful.  zr  - -.i:cM    u:     :.  -v-   -r       .. 

I.     34       -  T5.5^1       V     =5-1.        ='-■ 2»- 

*a:ri:r-i.  A  X". 
Blisful.  zJ:.  -in -'US  T    5.  vsi:. 
BlisfuUjr.  ir'^. --.Ki:.  ,">.  zsr-ri 
Bllsfulsesae. .-.  -..irjr  -.-f;   -  i  ?  j^  -r. 
BUsse.    I.  tw    £   j-f.     rt-::-  .-fi.- 

t'es'e.  kt::€.     >*•  BlP&gg. 
Bliased.  rr.  r-izc?   -  i> 
Bio.  .zJ\  1  -*.  s— -.  Kt-: :' :  -•*-:   H?    :-:,-. 
Blodyi  -^•.  =a-VT  --    ■:«--•--:  A  ;::j. 
Blondren :  *tvi  BZusdre 
Blood./.    -.?ar^    -- •:■:      --rir-x   .-.-:; 

km*i»orria-..  T.  : .  5>i. 
Bloeme. ,'.  bi^^so— .'  .A  35^4. 
Biosme.  -..  bos  v.-   f".   .  :-:  r^-;^   .-,-. 

•;riV':-c;  ••;"".  •-■  v;&  rr.?  y..  I'J:. 
Blosmy.  a//.  S  itt-.rr.r.r   1.  :..  =5:    :- 

of  .r:d5.  s.  1=5. 
Blowe.  V.  L >. » .  .\  =': :    Fj  •:-*   .- .-, . .  3, :  •  2 

liT»  Jacw.  T.  ::-.  Vs     ii  "-Tr.    //.   ::.- 

claime«l  bv  rri-np**.;  .\  iiii. 
BlUDdre.    t.: /^.    .  r--r   :.•-.:-? 5  .    O 

14 14 ;   I  ^.  fi.  fr.  h  '.ri-;:'  r .   *  -   !.  -^ :  . ::.'. 
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B66t,  s.  boat.  T.  i.  416.  ii.  3. 

B66tt  s,  help,  remedy.  T.  iii.  i9o8. 

Boot,  pt  s.  of  Byte. 

Boras,  s,  borax.  A  630.  G  790. 

Bord,  J.  table,  A  5a,  B  430 :  plank,  3. 74 : 
board,  i.  e.  mdtils.  G  1017;  to  \,  to 
board.  A  3188.  D  538 ;  into  shapes  bord, 
on  board  the  ship,  A  3585;  ovtr-bord, 
overboard,  B  92a. 

BordelB,  j.  //.  brothels,  I  885. 

Bordel-women,^/.  women  of  the  brothel. 


k>raui 


Boixiure,  s,  border,  raised  rim  on  the 
front  of  an  astrolabe.  A.  i.  4«  4. 

Bore,  J.  bore,  hole,  T.  iii.  1453. 

Bore,  Boren,  pp.  of  Bere. 

Borel,  J.  coarse  woollen  clothes,  D  356; 
Borel  men.  laymen.  B  3145.   See  Burel. 

Bores ;  see  Boor. 

Borken,  pp,  of  Berke. 

Borne,  v.;  Borneth,  pr,  s.  burnishes, 
smoothes.  T.  i.  327. 

Borwe,  /.  pledge.  A  162a ;  to  b.,  in  pledge, 
as  a  pledge,  T.  v.  1664 ;  ityd  to  i.,  laid 
in  pledge,  pawned.  T.  ii.  963 ;  to  ^.,  for 
surety,  4.  ao^;  l^enus  htre  to  b,,  Venus 
being  your  pledge,  T.  ii.  1524. 

Borwe,  v,  borrow.  B  105. 

Bos,  s.  boss,  A  3266.    See  Boce. 

Bost,  s, ;  see  Boost. 

B6ste,  V,  boast ;  pr,  s.  D  1672. 

B6te,  s,  good,  benefit.  D  472;  remedy, 
profit,  3.  38 ;  advantage.  T.  i.  352 ;  heal- 
ing. T.  i.  763;  help.  T.  ii.  345;  healer. 
22.  45;  relief,  G  1481 ;  salvation,  B  1656; 
dotA  b.,  gives  the  remedy  for,  5.  976', 
for  b,  ne  bale,  for  good  nor  for  ill,  3. 
227. 

Botel,  J.  bottle  (of  hay),  H  14. 

Botelees,  adj,  without  remedy,  T.  i.  782. 

Boteler,  j.  butler,  HF.  592. 

Boterflye,  j.  butterfly,  B  3980. 

Botes,  //.  boots,  A  203,  273. 

Bothe,  both,  A  540;  your  bothes,  of  both 
of  you.  I.  83;  your  bother,  of  you  both, 
T.  IV.  168. 

Botmelees,  adj,  bottomless,  unreal,  T.  v. 

1431- 
Bouffh,  s.  bough,  R.  1403;  Bowes,  ^/.  R. 

108. 
Bouffbt,  Boufirhte ;  see  Bye. 
Bouk,  s.  trunk  of  the  body,  A  2746. 
Boun,  adj.  prepared,  F  1503. 
Bounde,  s.  bound;  pi.  bounds,  limits, 

L.  546.  1673. 
Bountee,  s,  goodness,   kindness,  i. 

good   deed,   I   393;    delightfulness, 

1444. 


t 


Bountevous,  eutj,  bountiful,  t>ounteous, 

T.  i.  883;  C  no. 
Bour,  J.  bed-chamber,  HF.  1186;  B  193a; 

lady's  chamber.  R.  1014;  inner  roois, 

B4022. 
Bourde,  j.  jest,  H  81 ;  pL  D  68a 
Bourde,  i  pr.  s.  jest.  C  778 ;  >>^.  5.  589. 
Box  (x),  J.  box-tree,  A  2922;  boxwood. L 

866;  money-box.  A  4390:  box,  C  869. 
Box  (2),  J.  blow,  L.  1388. 
Boydekin,  s.  dagger,  A  396a 
Brac6r,  s,  bracer,  a  guard  for  the  ana 

in  archery,  A  in. 
BraflTOt,  s,  a  beverage  made  of  honey  aiid 

ale,  A  3261. 
Braid,  s.  quick  movement;  a/  a  ^.,  in  a 

moment,  R.    1336;    Brayd,  a  start.  L 

1166. 
Brak,  pt.  s.  of  Breke. 
Brasil,  s.  dye  made  fix>m  a  certain  dye- 
wood,  B  4649. 
Brast,  Braste ;  see  Breste. 
Braun,  s.  muscle,  A  546;  brawn  (of  tbe 

boar).  F  1254. 
BrauQChe,  j.  branch,  T.  v.  844. 
Brayd,  Brayde ;  see  Bresroe. 
Brede  (i),  j. breadth,  R.  825.  iiai ;  space. 

T.    i.    179;    Oft    brede,    abroad,   T.    L 

530. 
Brede  (2),  j.  roast  meat.  HF.  laaa. 
Brede,  //r.  to  breed,  T.  iii.  1546;  grow. 

T.  V.  1027 ;  Breden,  ^er,  to  breed,  arise. 

L.  1156  (ct  Vergil,  An.  iv.  a) ;  Bred,/^. 

bred  up.  F  499. 
Breech,  s.  breeches,  B  ao49,  C  948. 
Breem,  j.  bream,  a  fish.  ^350. 
Breke,  v.  break,  A  551,  (-^936;  br.  ka 

day,  fail  to  pay  on  the  day,  G  lofo. 

^er.  to  interrupt,  B  8233;    Brak,  pi,  i. 

3.  71;  Breke,  pr.  s.  sub;.  4.  342;  Breke, 

2  pr.  pi.  subj.  break  off,  T.  v.  1032 ;  Breke, 

pt.s.subj.  would  break,  B  4578;  Broke. 

pp.  broken,  A  3571 ;  Broken,  pp,  ship- 
wrecked, L.  1487. 
Brekke,  s.  break,  flaw,  defect,  3. 94a 
Brexnble-flour,  s.  flower  of  the  brambie, 

B  1936. 
Breme,  adi.  furious,  T.  iv.  184. 
Breme,  adv.  furiously,  A  1699. 
Bren,  s.  bran,  A  4653. 
Brenne,  v.  bum,  17.  18;   to  be  bamt, 

T.  i.  91;  Brinne.  ger,  to  bum.  D  5a; 

Brendest,  2  //.  s.  didst  bum,  A  2384; 

Brende.  pt.  s.  i.  90;    was  burnt.  HF. 

163;  was  set  on  fire,  HF.  537;  Brcnned. 

//.  s.  was  inflamed  with  anger.  R.  997, 

Brende,  pt.  pi.  caught    fire,  HF.  954; 

Brente.^A  pi  L.  731;  Brent.//.  7.  115; 
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Brend.  pp,  B  4555;  eu  adj,  bright.  R. 
1 109. 
Brennliifir*  <r.  burning,  4.  133;  greed  of 

gold.  K.  188. 
Brexminffly ,  adv,  ardently.  T.  i.  607 ;  fer- 
vently, A  1564. 
Brere,  j.  briar,  R.  858;  Breres,^/.  under- 
wood, A  153a. 
Brest,  J.  breast,  A  1x5, 131. 
Brest-boon,  j.  breast-bone,  A  9710. 
Breste,  v.  burst,  T.  v.  1008:  afflict.  T. 
iii.   1434;  break,  D  11^;  Brest,  ^.  j. 
bursts,  A  a6io;  breaks,  T.  i.  258;  Brast, 
pL  s.  burst  out,  T.  v.  1078;  burst,  L. 
1033:  broke,  3.  1193;  Brast, //.  j.  burst 
{or  read  braste » would  burst),  T.  v. 
180;    Braste,  pL  pi,  burst.  T.  ii.  326; 
Broste.  pt,  pi.  B  671,  C  234;  Brosten. 
pL  pL  ^  xfo\  Braste, j>/.  s,  subj,  would 
burst,  T.  ii.   1108;    Brosten.  pp,  burst, 
T.  ii.  976;  broken,  L.  130a 
BrestinfiT,  s,  bursting,  F  973. 
Bretful,  adj,  brimful,  A  687, 2164. 
Bretherhed,   j.   brotherhood,  religious 

order,  A  511. 
Bre"^,  pt,  s.  contrived,  B  3575. 
Breyde,  ger,  to  start,  T.  iv.  230, 348 ;  v, 
awake,  F  477 ;  Breyde,  i  pr,  s,  start,  T. 
V.  1262;  Breyde,  \pt,  s,  awoke,  D  799; 
Breyde,  pt,  s,  started,  T.  v.  1243 ;  went 
(out  of  his  wits),  B  3728;  drew,  B  837; 
Brayde,  pt.  s,  took  hastily,  HF.  1678 ; 
Brayd,  pp.  started,   gone   suddenly,  7. 
124. 
Brl<l,  s,  bird,  HF.  1003 ;  young  of  birds, 

BrierO}  J.  contention,  B  2873.    F.  hrigue, 

Briirire»  -r.  bridge,  A  3922. 

Bright,  adj.  fair.  R.  1009. 

Bri^hte,  adj,  as  s,  brightness  (after  yS^), 

T.  ii.  864. 
Bxilce,  s.  a  trap,  snare,  'fix,'  dilemma, 

B3580. 

BrincTOy  V,  bring ;  Bringes,  2  pr,  s,  bring- 
est,  HF.  19^  (a  Northern  form) ; 
Broghten,  pt.  pi,  a  2590 ;  made  brogkt^ 
caused  to  be  brought.  HF.  155. 

Brinne,  ger,  to  bum,  D  52.   See  Brenne. 

Brocasre,  s,  mediation,  A  3375. 

Broohe,  J.  brooch.  R.  1193;  small  orna- 
ment, bracelet.  4.  245. 

Brode,  adv,  broadly,  plainly,  A  730;  far 
and  wide,  HF.  1683;  wide  awake,  G 
1420. 

Brodere,  adj,  larger.  A.  ii.  38.  i. 

Sxx>k,  L  e.  Badger,  a  horse's  name,  D 
1543. 

Broken ;  see  Harm.    And  see  Breke. 


Brokkinffe,  pres.  pt,  using  a  quavering 
voice,  A  3377. 

Bromes,  //.  broom  (bushes  so  called) » 
HF.  1226. 

Brond,  s,  torch,  L.  2232;  firebrand.  B 
3224;  Bronde.  dot,  piece  of  burning 
wood.  B  209^. 

Brood,  adj,  broad,  A  155,  471;  thicks 
large,  F  82;  Brode,  pi,  R.  939;  ex- 
panded. R.  1681. 

Broste,  -en ;  see  Breste. 

Brotel,  adj.  brittle,  frail.  T.  iii.  8ao; 
fickle,  L.  1885 ;  unsafe,  insecure.  E  1279 ; 
transitory,  E  2061 ;  Brutel.  B  2.  p  5.  6. 

Brotelnesse,  s,  frailty.  T.  v.  1832 ;  inse- 
curity. E  1279 ;  fickleness,  10.  63. 

Brotherhede,  s,  brotherhood,  D  1399. 

Brouded,  pp,  embroidered,  A   3238.  B 

3659. 
Broiike,  v.  enjoy,  use,  B  4400;  keep,  E 

2308;  \pr.  s,  subj.  {optative),  may  have 

the  use  of,  HF.  273;   Brouken.  pr,  pi. 

iubj,  {opt,),  may  (they)  profit  by,  L.  194. 
BrowdinfiT,^.  embroidery.  A  2498. 
Broyded,  pp.  braided,  A  1049. 
Brutel;  see  Brotel. 
Brybe,  v.  steal,  filch,  A  4417;   rob,  D 

1378. 
Bryberyes,  pi.  ways  of  robbing,  D  1367. 
Brydale,  j.  wedding,  A  4375. 
Brydel,  s.  bridle,  7. 184. 
Biydeleth,  pr.  s.  controls,  4. 41. 
Buffet,  J.  blow;  Buflfettes,^/.  I  258. 
Bugrle-bom,  s,  drinking-horn  made  from 

the  •  bugle '  or  ox,  F  1253. 
Buk,  1.  buck.  5.  195;   Bukke.  B  1946; 

Bukkes,^^.  buck's,  A  3387. 
Bulde,  V.  build;    Bulte.  pt.  s.  built.   A 

Buu«,  s.  papal  bull,  C  909. 

Bulte,  //.  s.  of  Bulde. 

Bulte,  V.  boult,  sift,  B  443a 

Burdoun,  s.  burden  of  a  song,  bass- 
accompaniment,  A  673. 

Burel,  adj.  rough,  unlettered,  F  716;  lay 
(people),  D  1872, 1874.  The  idea  is  that 
of  a  man  dressed  in  buret,  or  coarse 
woollen  cloth.    See  Borel. 

Buriels,  s,  pi.  burial-places,  i.  e.  the 
catacombs,  G  186. 

Burne,  v.  burnish ;  pp,  A  1983 ;  polished, 
HF.  1387;  lustrous,  C  38.    See  Borne. 

Burnet,  adj,  made  of  coarse  brown  cloth. 
R.226. 

Busk,  s,  bush,  R.  54 ;  ^/.  A  1579. 

But,  conj,  except,  unless,  2.  82;  3.  117. 

But,  as  s,  an  exception,  a  '  but,'  1  494. 

But  and,  but  if,  L  1790. 
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But-if,  conj.  unless,  R.  250. 

Buxom,  adj,  yielding.  6.  125:  obedient, 

B  1287. 
Buxomly,  adv,  obediently,  E  186. 
BuxumneBse,  j.  submission.  13. 15. 
By,  prep,  by,  A  25,  &c. ;  as  regards,  with 

respect    to,    concerning,    6.    126;    with 

reference  to.  5.  4;  for,  on  account  of, 

R.  844 ;   hy  proces,  in  process,  B  9665 ; 

b^  me,  beside  me  {with  accent  on  by),  T. 

ii.  991 ;  by  the  morwe,  in  the  morning, 

L.  49. 
By,  adv,  beside ;  fdste  by,  close  at  hand, 

R.  1274. 
By  and  by,  adv,  one  after  another,  in 

due  order,  in  due  place,  L.  304.  A  loii. 
Byde,  v.  wait,  T.  i.  1067 ;  A  1576 ;  Bood. 

//.  s.  waited.  T.  v.  29 ;  BIden,  pp,  stayed, 

E1888. 
Bye,  1/.  buy.  pay  for  (it).  D  167 ;  ^o  by,  let 

us  go  to  buy.  G  1294 ;  Bye.  pr.  pi,  sttbj, 

18.  26 ;    Boghte.  pt.  s,  bought,  A  2088 ; 

redeemed.  C  1153:  b.  agayn,  redeemed, 

C776. 
Byhlgrht,  pp.  promised,  T.  v.  1104. 
Byln^Tt  5,  buying.  A  569. 
By-Japed,  pp.  tricked,  made  a  jest  of,  T. 

V.  1 1 19. 
Bynt  him,  binds  himself.  4.  47;    B3mt 

her,  ±.  48. 
By-path,  s.  by-way.  T.  iii.  1705. 
Byrde,  s.  maiden,  lady,  R.  ioi4« 
By-seke,  v.  beseech,  T.  iv.  131. 
Byte,  V.  bite.  T.  iii.  737;   cut  deeply,  F 

158;   bum,  A  631;  Bddt,  pt.  s.  bit.  B 


3701 ;  BIten,  pp.  bitten.  L.  2318. 

lytinffe,  s.  wound,  B  3.  m  7.  7. 

By-word,  s.  proverb,  T.  iv.  769. 


Bytinffe,  s.  wound,  B  3.  m  7.  7. 
s.  proverb,  T.  iv.  769. 
By-wreye,  v.  reveal.  T.  iii.  367. 


O. 

Caas,  s.  circumstance,  I  105;  sette  caas 

=  suppose,  A.  ii.  42.  24;  Caas.^/.  cases 

of  law,  A  323. 
Cacche,  v.  catch,  G  11;  lay  hold  of,  3. 

969;  come  by,  HF.  404;  Caughte,//.  s. 

took,  conceived,  E  619;  took.  A  498; 

pulled,  L.  1854:  Caught,  pp.  obtained. 

E  mo;  taken,  F740. 
Caltif,  adj.  captive,  miserable,  wretched, 

A  1552. 
Caltif,  s.  wretch,    R.  340;  pi.  captives, 

A  924. 
Cake,  s.  a  round  and  rather  flat  loaf  of 

bread   (in  the  shape  of  a  large  bun), 

A  668,  4094.  C  322. 
Calceninff ,  1.  calcination,  G  771. 


Caldnaoioun,  s.  calcination.  G  804. 
Calcule,  V.  calculate ;  Calculed,  pi.  s.  f 

1284. 
Calculer,  s.  the  calculator  or  pointer,  A 

i.  23. 2.    See  Almuxy. 
Calculinffe,  s.  calculation,  T.  i.  71. 
Oalendes,  pi.  kalends,  introduction  to 

a  new  time.  T.  ii.  7. 
Calle,  s.  caul,   a   net   used   to   confine 

women's  hair,  A.  i.   19.  4;   headdress. 

D  1018 ;  to  '  make  a  hood  above  t  caal 

=  to  befool,  T.  iii.  775. 
Camaille,  s.  a  camel,  E  1196. 
Oamiise,  adj.  low  and  concave.  A  3934, 

3974. 
Can,  I  fr.  s.  know.  L.  1987 ;  know  bow. 

am  able.  E  304.  F  4 ;  can.  B  42;  under- 
stand. F  1266;  am  able  to  say.  5.  14. 

pr.  s.  knows.  3.  673 ;  has,  E  2245:  kno»5 

(oQ,  A  1780;  has  skill,  T.  ii.  1197;  c^ 

OH,  has  knowledge  of,   F  786;  c^  ha 

good,  knows  her  own  advantage,  D  931 ; 

COM  thank,  owes  (them)  thanks,  A  1818 ; 

^pr.pi.  know,  B  1169. 
Canel-boon,  s.  collar-bone  (lit  cbannd- 

bone,  with  reference  to  the  depression 

in  the    neck  behind   the  coUar-boae). 

3.  943. 
Caneue,  s.  cinnamon.  R.  137a 
Cankedort,  s.  state  of  suspense,  critica: 

position,  T.  ii.  1752. 
Canon,  s.  the '  Canon.*  the  title  of  a  book 

by  Avicenna.  C  890;  rule,  explanation, 

A.  pr.  105. 
Canstow,  2^.  s.pr.  knowest  thou.  A.f 

20;  canst  thou.  T.  iv.  460. 
Caatel,  s.  portion,  A  3008. 
OaP«,  £^*  gape  after.  T.  v.  1133.   Sw 

Oape. 
Capel,  /.  horse,  nag,  H  64;   cart-borse. 

D  215a 
Cappe,  s,  cap,  A  586:  set  the  wngkte 

cappe,  i.  c.  made  a  fool  of  him.  A  3143. 
Carboucle,  s.  carbuncle-stone.  R.  iiaa 
Cardiacle,  s.  pain  about  the  heart  C  313- 
Care,  s.  anxiety,  sorrow,  grief,  trouble,  7 

63;  T.  i.  50$.  587:  iH-luck.  5.  363;  /^ 

miseries,  T.  \.  264. 
Care,  v.  feel  anxiety.  E  1212;  Care  ibet 

imp.  s.  be  anxious.  A  3298. 
Careftil,  ad/,  full  of  trouble.  6.  44,  133 

sorrowful.  A  1565. 
Caresme,  s,  corpse,  carcase.  5. 177. 
Carf,  cut;  see  Kerve. 
Cariaflre,  s.  a  earring  away ;  t^om  c^  in 

the   way   of  carrying    anything   awar, 

i.  e.  that  I   can  carry  away.  D  157^. 

Cariages.  s.pi.  tolls  due  from  the  tenan' 
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to  his  feudal  lord  imposed  by  authority, 

varl,  i.  man,  A  3469;  rustic,  countr3rman, 

Carole,  j.  a    dance   accompanied  with 

sinpng,  R.  744, 781,  793. 
varole,  v.  dance  round  singing.  3.  849; 

fi^.  danced,  R.  810. 
Caipe,  V.  talk,  discourse,  A  474. 
Carrik,  j.  barge,  D  1688. 
Cart,  J.  chariot,  HF.  943. 
Oartere,  s,  charioteer,  B  5.  p  4. 100. 
Oart-hors,//.  chariot-horses,  HF.  944. 
Cas,  s.  accident,  chance,  HF.  254,  105a ; 
afl^ir,  L.  409;  occasion,  B  ^6;   adven- 
ture, L.  1630;  mischance,  L.  1056;  in 
cos  that,  in  case,  A.  ii.  3.  a ;  upon  cos,  by 
chance,  A  3661;   in  cos  if  that,  in  case 
fhat,  T.  ii.  758 ;  in  no  maner  cos,  in  no 
way,  D  1831 ;  set  a  cox,  suppose  that,  T. 
ii.    729;    to    dtyen    in   the  cos,  though 
death  were  the  result,  E  859. 
Cast,  J.  occasion,  turn,  B  3477;  contri- 
vance, plan,  HF.  1178. 
Caste,  V.  cast  (accounts),  B  1406;  Casten, 
V.  throw,  T.  ii.  513;    c,  with  a  spere,  \ 
throw  with    a  spear.  HF.  1048;   tling.  I 
A  3330;  contrive,  HF.  1170;  Caste,  i 
pr,  s.  conjecture,  A  217a ;  Casteth,  pr.  s. 
casts  about,  I  692;  considers,  G  1414; 
applies,  B  2781;  rtfl,  devotes  himself, 
<j  738 ;  Cast,  pr,  s.  casts,  R.  1574 ;  Caste, 
I  pt,  s,  threw,  5. 172 ;  Casten,  pp,  thrown, 
B    1796;    Cast,  pp,  overthrown,  T.  ii. 
1389;  contrived,  B  3891;  e,  bifbrn,  pre- 
meditated, I  543. 
Castelled,  adj.  castellated,  I  445. 
Castel-yate,  castle-gate,  HF.  1294. 
CatApuce,   s,  caper-spurge  {^Euphorbia 

Lathyris),  B4155. 
Catel,    s.  property,  wealth,  possessions, 

goods,  A  373,  540. 
Cause,  s.  cause,  i.  26;  A  419;  reason,  T. 
V.  527;  plea,  2.  46;  Cause  causinge, 
first  cause,  T.  iv.  829;  by  the  c,  that, 
because.  A  2488;  by  that  c,  because, 
T.  iv,  99;  Cause  why,  the  reason  why, 
T.  iii.  795;  the  reason  for  it  (was),  A 

ZJauaeles,  adv,  without  cause,  F  825. 
Z?ave,  s.  cave,  HF.  70;  used  to  translate 

the  astrological  term  '  puteus,'  4.  119. 
7avillaok>iin,  s,  cavilling,  D  2136. 
i^elelsrable,  adj,  celebrated,  B  4.  m  7.  30. 
Telerer,  s,  keeper  of  a  cellar,  B  3126. 
Telle,  s.  cell,  A  172, 1376. 
^ntamxe,  s,  centaury,  Centaurea  nigra, 

B4I53- 


Centre,  s.  a  point  on  a  rete  representing 
a  star,  A.  i.  21.  12. 

Ceptre,  s,  sceptre,  B  3334.  3563. 

Cerole,  s,  HF.  791 ;  sphere,  16. 9. 

Cerolen,^/r.  to  encircle,  T.  iii.  1767 ;  pr,  s. 
R.  1619. 

Cered,  pp,  as  adj,  waxed.  G  808. 

Cericd,  adj.  belonging;  to  a  species  of 
oak.  the  Quercus  cerris,  A  2290. 

Cerlously,  adv,  minutely,  with  full 
details,  B  185.  Ducange  has  *  Seriose, 
fuse,  minutatim,  articulatim.'  From 
Lat.  series,  order. 

Certein,  adj,  sure ;  Certeins,  pi,  certain, 
B  5,  p  5.  115;  cgold,  a  stated  sum  of 
money,  B  242;  c,  tresor,  a  quantity  of 
treasure,  B  442;  c,  yeres,  a  certain 
number  of  years,  B  3367;  Certeyn,  a 
certain  sum,  a  fixed  quantity,  G  776. 

Certein,  adv,  certainly,  indeed,  assuredly, 

A  375- 
Certes,  adv.  certainly,  R.  374, 439. 
Ceruce,  s.  white  lead,  A  630. 
Cese,  V,  catise  to  cease,  T.  i.  445 ;  put  an 

end  to,  4.  II.    See  Cease. 
Cesse,  V,  cease,  B  1066;  c.  cause,  when 

the  cause  ceases,  T.  ii.  483 ;  c.  wind,  when 

the  wind  ceases,  T.  ii.  1388. 
Cetewale,  s,  setwall,  i.  e.  zedoary,  A  3207, 

B  1951.    O.  F.  citoal,    A  medicinal  sub- 
stance   obtained    in    the   East   Indies, 

having  a  fragrant  smell,  and  a  warm. 

bitter,  aromatic  taste,  used  in  medicine 

as  a  stimulant.    (The  name  setwall  was 

also  given  to  valerian.) 
Cesrnt,  s.  cincture,  girdle,  A  3235. 
Chaffare,  s,  bargaining,  I  851;  traffic, 

G  1421;  trade,  A  4389;   merchandise, 

ware,  B  1475,  D  521;  matter,  subject, 

E2438. 
Chafiare,  ger,   to   trade,   barter,   deal, 

traffic.  B  139. 
Chalres,  s.pl.  thrones,  B  4.  m  2.  6. 
Chal&nfire,  ».;  pr,s,  \p,  claim,  F  1324; 

Chalaunged,  pt,  s,  arrogated.  B  2.  p  6.  36. 
Chalanffinff,  s.  folse  claim,  accusation, 

Ca64. 
Chalaundre,  s,  a  species  of  lark  {^Alauda 

calandrd),  R.  914;  pi,  R.  663. 
Chalice,  s.  cup,  I  879. 
Chalk-stoon,  s,  a  piece  of  chalk,  G  1207. 
Chalons,^/,  blankets  or  coveriets  for  a 

bed,  A  4140.    Cf.  E.  shalloon. 
Chamberere,  s.  maidservant,  lady's  maid, 

D300. 
Chambre-roof,  roof  of  my  room,  3.  299. 
Champartye,  s.  equality,  participation 

in  power,  A  1949.    F.  champ  parti. 
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Chcknon,  s.  canon,  G  573. 

Chai>eleine,  s,  chaplain,  A  164. 

Ohapelet,  s,  fillet,  circlet  for  the  head, 
chaplet,  R.  563,  845,  908. 

Chapitre,  s,  chapter.  D  1945. 

Ohapman,  s,  trader,  merchant,  A  397: 
Chapmen,  p/,  B  135. 

Chapmanhede,  s,  bargaining,  B  1438; 
trade,  B  143. 

Char.  s.  chariot,  7.  24,  39, 4a 

Charboole,  s,  cait>uncle  (a  precious 
stone),  B  ao6i. 

Charfire,  s,  load,  burden,  R.  1353 :  respon- 
sibility, 5.  507;  consideration,  A  1384; 
importance,  3.  894;  care,  A  733;  par- 
ticular note,  D  331;  a  heavy  thing, 
HF.  746;  weight,  L.  630;  consequence, 
L.  3383;  0/  that  no  ch.,  for  that  no 
matter,  it  is  of  no  importance,  G  749. 

Charsre,  v,  load,  L.  3151 ;  command,  L. 
493*1  PP*  burdened,  I  93;  bidden,  L. 
940. 

Charsreant,  adj,  burdensome.  B  3433. 

Char-hors,  pi,  chariot-horses,  T.  v.  1018. 

Charitable/  adj.  loving.  L.  444 ;  kind,  A 

143- 
Charitee,  s,  charity,  love,  T.  i.  49;  for 

seinte  ch.,  i.  e.  either  (i)  for  holy  charity ; 

or  (3)   for  the  sake  of  St,  Charity,  A 

1731,  B  4510,  D  3119. 
Charmeresses,  fern,  pi,  workers  with 

charms,  HF.  ia6i. 
Chaste,   v.   to    chasten;   pp.  taught.  F 

491.    O.  F.  chastier.    See  Chaetyse. 
Chaetesrxi,    ■(.    chestnut,    A   3933.     See 

CheBtesrnes. 
Ch48ti8infire»  5,  chastening,  1. 139. 
Chaatyse,  v.  to  rebuke,  restrain,  B  3695 ; 

chasten,  i.  39.    See  Chaste. 
Chaunce,  s,  chance,  A  1753;   incident, 

3.  1385;  destiny,  3.  11 13:  luck,  G  593; 

'chance,'  a  technical  term  in  the  game 

of  hazard.  C  653. 
ChaunfirinflT,  s,  change,  ai.  17. 
Chaunteth.  pr,  s.  sings,  A  3367,  E  1850. 
Chaunte-pleure,  title  of  a  song  upon 

grief  following  joy,  7.  330. 
Chaunterie,  s.  an  endowment  for  the 

pavment  of  a  priest  to  sing  mass,  agree- 
ably to  the  appointment  of  the  founder. 

A  510. 
Chayer,  s,  chair,  B  3803;  throne,  B  i. 

m  5.  3. 
Cheef,  adj.  chief,  3. 910, 911. 
Cheef,  s.  chief,  head,  L.  3109. 
Cheek,  s.  cheek,  i.  e.  cheekbone,  B  3338. 
Cheep,  s.  market,  price ;  to  greet  cheep, 

too    cheap.   D    533;    as  good  chep,  as 


cheaply,  T.  iii.  641 ;  a  time  of  cheapoess. 
HF.  1974.  ^ 

Cheea ;  see  Cheee. 

Oheeste,  s.  wrangling,  I  5^6.    A.  S.  tusL 

Chek,  s,  as  imt,  check  (at  chess),  3. 659. 

Chekkere,  s.  chess-board.  3.  66a 
I  Chelcmat,  checkmate,  T.  ii^Sf. 
'  Chelaundre,  R.  81:  see  Cnaimindre. 

Chep,  -e ;  see  Cheep. 

Chope,^^.  to  bargain  (with  her),  Da6l. 

Chere,  s.  face,  countenance,  T.  i.  14 ;  look, 
mien,  R.  10 14;  entertainment,  A  747: 
favour,  7.  108;  appearance,  19.  4;  be- 
haviour. A  139 ;  look,  glance,  sign,  T. 
>•  313;  good  cheer,  mirth.  A  43S3; 
kindly  grectin|r,  4.  146;  show,  B  Q77'> 
kindly  expression,  £  ma;  doth  km 
chere,  malces  him  good  cheer,  L.  2452; 
be  of  good  ch.,  be  of  good  cheer.  T.  i. 
879;  sory  ch.,  mournful  look,  D  588; 
Cheres,  pi.  faces,  R.  813 ;   k)oks,  T.  tl 

1507- 
Oherl,  s.  churl,  boor,  fellow,  c  596:  L 

136 j  slave.  I  463 ;  man  (in  ue  inoon). 

T.  1.  1034 ;  pi.  violent  men,  fierce  bcb, 

R.88a 
Chert^e,  s.  affection,  B  1536. 
Cherublnnes,  gen.  cherub's,  A  624. 
Cheryse,  //.  cherries,  R.  1376. 
Ches.  s.  chess.  3.  619,  65a.  664. 
Chdse,  V,  choose,  5.  399,  400;  Cbeesi,^. 

5.  chooseth,  5.  633 ;  Chees.  i  pt.  s.  chose. 

3. 791 ;  Chees, pt. s. chose,  B^o6 ;  Cbees. 

imp.  s.  choose,  L.  1449;  Qieseth.  imp. 

pi.  D  133a;  Chose.  Z^^.  chosen,  3. 1004. 
Cneshisre,  s.  choosing,  choice.  B  2305,  £ 

163. 
Chests,  s.  chest,  casket.  T.  v.  1368:  boi; 

trunk.  L.  5x0;  coffin.  D  50a. 
Chesteynes,  pi.  chestnuts.  R.  1375. 
Chevauohee ;  see  Chivaohee. 
Cheve,  v.  \  in  phr.  yvel  mote  he  chew 

=  ill  may  he  end,  or  ill  may  be  thrive. 

G  1335. 
Chevesaile,  s.  (ornamented)  collar  «r 

neckband  of  a  gown,  R.  1083. 
Chevisaunce,    s.  borrowing.  L.  3434- 

agreement  to  borrow,  B  1519;  dea^ 

for  profit,  A  383. 
Chevise,  v.  rejl,  accomplish  (ber)  dcsar 

4.  389.    O.  F.  chevir. 
Chideresse,  s.  a  scold.  R.  15a 
Chiefl||yn,  s.  captain,  A  3555. 
Chienee,  s.  fondness,  D  396;   kyve.  f 

881. 
Chike,  s.  chicken.  R.  541. 
Chiknes,  pi.  chickens.  A  38a 
Child,  J.  young  man,  A  3335;    Chil<k» 
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picv,  child's  play,  £  1530;  Childe,  with, 

wiih  child,  L.  1323. 
Childhede,  s,  childhood,  R.  399. 
Childly,  adj,  childlike.  3.  1095. 
Chilindre,  s,  cylinder,  portable  sun-dial, 

B1396. 
Chimbe,  s,  rim  of  the  barrel,  A  3895. 
Chimbe,  v,  chime  (as  a  bell),  A  3896. 
Cblmenee,  s.  fireplace.  A  3776. 
Chincbe,  s,  niggard,  miser,  B  2793,  2809. 
Chincberye,    s,    niggardliness,   miserli- 
ness. B  2790. 
Chirobe,  s.  church,  A  708,  2760. 
Chlrobe-hawe,  s.   churchyard,  I  964: 

^/.  I  801. 
Coircbe-reves,      //.      church-officers, 

churcb%irardens,  D  1306. 
Obirketb^.  J.  chirps.  D  1804;  pres,pt, 

rustling,  B  i.  m  6. 10. 
ChtrlrlTig.   J.   creaking,  grating   noises, 

A  3004,  I  605;  Chirkinges, //.  shriekings, 

cries.  HF.  1^3. 
Chlsela,  1.  scissors,  I  418. 
Chit,  chides ;  fr,  s.  of  Chyde. 
Chlteren,  v.  chatter,  prattle,  G  1397. 
Chiterlnflre,  s,  chattering,   chirping,  T. 

ii.68. 
Cblv6chee,  s,  feat  of  horsemanship,  H 

50;  Chevauchee,  swift  course  (lit  ride), 

4. 144.    O.  F.  chevauchee,  an  expedition 

on  horseback. 
Cblvaohye,  s,  a  military  expedition,  A 

CblvaJrye,  s.  knighthood,  the  accom- 
plishments of  a  knight,  A  45 ;  knightly 
conduct,  Talour,  R.  1207 ;  L.  608 ;  troops 
of  horse,  cavalry,  company  of  knights, 

Okkxygli^  s,  chough.  5. 345. 

C?boppen,  v,  strike  downwards,  knock. 

HF.  1824. 
C^boae,  pp,  of  Chese. 
ThoJic,    i.   cluck,    'chucking'    noise,    B 

4464. 
Tbtildceth, /r.  J.  clucks.  B  4372. 
Tbyde,  V.  chide.  T.  iii.  1433 ;  complain, 

F  ^90 ;  reproach,  T.  v.  1003 ;  Chit,  pr,  s. 

chides,  scolds.  G  921 ;  Chidde,  i  //.  s. 

chid,  D  223. 

aiyclaster,  x.  (female)  scold.  E  1535. 
bydlnffes,  //.  scoldings,  HF.  1028. 
(bynlnff,   ad/,   ^ping.    yawning.   B  i. 
p  6.  4.T,    A.  §.  ctMaM,  to  gape  open. 
iclftftoun,  s.  a  costly  kind  of  thin  cloth, 

B  I9«4. 

lojuziome.  s.  cmnamon,  as  a  term  of 
en<iearment,  sweet  one,  A  3699. 
lolCy  fTJtfM.  cinque,  five,  C  653. 


Cipres,  J.  cypress,  5.  179;  {coUectiveiy), 

cypresses,  R.  138 1. 
Oircumscryve,  v.  enclose,  comprehend, 

T.  V.  186^. 
Cltole,  s.  kind  of  harp,  a  stringed  instru- 
ment, A  1959. 
Cltrincbcioiin,  s,  citronising,  the  turning 

to  the    colour  of  citron,  a  process  in 

alchemy,  G  816. 
Citryn,  adj,  citron-coloured,  A  2x67. 
Clamb.  pe.  s.  of  Climben. 
Clamour,  s.  A  995 ;  outcry,  D  889. 
Claperes,  pL  burrows  (tor  rabbits).  R. 

1405. 
Clappe,  J.  thunderclap,  HF.  104a 
Clappe,  s,  prating,  foolish  talk,  A  3144. 
Clapi>e,  V,  clap;  hence,  chatter,  prattle. 

G  9^5:  pr.  s.  knocks,  D  158 1,  1584;  pr. 

pi.  talk  unceasingly.  I  406;    CTappeth, 

imp.   pi.    E  1200:    Clapte,   pt.   s,  shut 

quickly,  A  3740. 
Clapphiff,  s.  chatter,  idle  talk,  E  999. 
ClarioniniTi  s.  the  music  of  the  clarion. 

HF.  124a. 
Clarioun,  s.  clarion,  trumpet,  HF.  1240, 

1573.1579.         .,         . 
Clarree,  s.  clanfied  wine,  wine    mixed 

with  honey  and  spices,  and  afterwards 

strained  till  clear,  A  1471,  E  1807. 
Clasped,  pp.  fastened,  A  273. 
Clateretn,  pr.  s.  says  noisily,  B  2259; 

pi.  pi.  rattled,  A  2423. 
Ciateringre,  s.  clanking,  A  2492 ;  clashing, 

D  1865. 
Clause,    s.   sentence;    also,   agreement, 

stipulation.  T.  ii.  728;  in  a  clause,  in  a 

short  sentence,  briefly,  22.  38. 
Clawe,  V.  rub,  D  940;  fer.  to  scratch,  T. 

iv.  728;  ft.  s.  stroked,  A  4326;  Clew, 

X  pi.  s.  ruDbed,  HF.  1702. 
Cleerly,  adv.  entirely,  B  1566. 
Cleemesse,  s.  glory,  G  403. 
C\ette,pt.  s.  ofOevfi  (i). 
Cldne,  ad/,  clean,  A  504;   unmixed,  B 

1 183. 
Cldne,  adv.  clean,  entirely,  wholly,  R.  1380. 
Clennesse,  s.  purity,  A  506. 
Clense,  v.  cleanse,  A  631. 
Clepen,  v.  call,  name,  A  643.  2730 ;  call 

out,  A  3577;  ^.  i.  D  102;  F  382;  men 

cl.,  people  call,  E  115 ;  Clepe  .  .  .  ayein 

{or  again),  v.  recall.  T.  li.  521;  pi.  s. 

called.    F    374;    Clepte.   pi.    s.    called, 

R.  133 1 ;  summoned,  B  2432;  Clept,  ^/. 

named,  G  863. 
Clere,  adj.  clear,  R.  681;  bright,  3.  340; 

well-sounding,  3.347;  noble,  pure,  HF. 

1575- 
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Clere,  adv,  clearly.  A  170 ;  L.  139. 
Clere,  v.  grow  clear.  T.  ii.  a,  806 ;  gtr,  to 

erow  bright.  T.  v.  519 ;  to  shine  clearly, 

L773. 
Clerer,  ad/\  comp,  brighter,  3.  8aa. 
Cler^eon,  s,  a  chorister-boy.  B  1693. 
Clergrial,  adi,  clerkly,  learned,  G  75a. 
Clerfirye,  s.  learning,  D  1277. 
Clerk,  s.  clerk,  scholar,  student,  A  285 ; 

writer,  D  689. 
Clemesee,  s,  brightness,  L.  84. 
Cleve  (x),  V.  cleave,  cut,  spUt,  R.  859;  L. 

758;  Clefte,  pt,  s,  split,  3.  7a;   Cloven, 

pp.  A  3934;   Clove,  pp.  cldt,  dimpled, 

R.S50. 
Oleve  (a),  V.  adhere;  pr.p/.  Bs.p  11. 112. 
Clew,  s.  dew,  L.  ai40. 
Ciew,pt.  s.  of  Clawe. 
Cley,  s.  clay.  G  807. 
Clifte,  5.  cleft,  L.  740;  chink,  B  4.  p  4. 


CUket,  s. 


latch-key,  £  0046,  aii7,  aiai, 

2133. 

CliznbeD,  V.  climb,  Y  106 ;  Clamb,  pt.  s. 
B  1987:  Clomb,  I  pt.  s.  climbed,  HF. 
1 1 18;  Clomben.//.^/,  climbed,  A  3636; 
Clamben,  pt.  pL  climbed.  HF.  21^1; 
Cloumben,  B  3590;  Clomben,  pp.  1*.  i. 
215;  ascended.  B  4388;  Clombe,  pp. 
risen.  B  la ;  vurt  clombe ^  hadst  climbed. 

ClinkmiT,  -f.  tinkling.  B  3984. 
Clippe  (i),  i^r.  J.  embrace.  T.  iil  1344. 
Clippe  (2),  V.  cut  hair.  A  3326. 
ClipplnflTt  '.  embracing.  R.  342. 
Clobbed,  adj.  clubbed.  B  3088. 
Cloisterer,  s.  resident  in  a  cloister.  A 

aS9.  3661. 
Cloisterlees,  adj.  outside  of  a  cloister,  A 

170. 
Cloke,  s.  cloak.  T.  iii.  738. 
Clokke,  s,  clock,  B  4044;  of  the  cl.,  by 

the  clock,  B  14. 
Clom,  interj.  be  silent,  mum !  A  3638. 
Clombe,  -n ;  see  CUmben. 
C1668,  adj.  close,  secret.  T.  ii.  1534 ;  closed, 

.  B  4«;22;  Clos,  closed,  R.  1675. 
C166bh,  s,  piece  of  clothing,   D    1633; 

infants*  clothing,  T.  iii.  733. 
Clos,  s.  enclosure,  B  455p. 
Closet,  s.  small  room.  T.  ii.  599, 1215. 
ClosinfiT*  s.  enclosure,  boundary,  R.  527. 
Closure,  s.  enclosure.  I  870. 
Clote-leef,  s.  a  leaf  of  the  burdock  or 

clote-bur,  G   577.    A.  S.  claie,  a  bur- 
dock. 
C16th,  s.  cloth,  garment,  D  238 ;  clothes. 

D  1881. 


Olothen,  v    clothe,  T.  v.  1418 ;  Oadde. 

pi.  s.  clad.  T.  iv.  1690 ;  rejl.  clothed  hin- 

self;  7.  145:  Cledde,  //.  s.  T.  iii.  1521; 

Clad,  pp.  R.  409;  covered,  A  394;  6ir- 

nished,  3.  35a. 
I  Clothered,  pp.  clotted,   coagulated.  A 

274^.     (Other  MSS.  clotered,  ciotred,) 
Olotnlees,  adj.  naked.  1 343. 
Cloud,  s.  sky,  T.  iii.  433. 
Cloumben ;  see  Climben. 
Clout,  s.  bit  of  cloth.  C  736;   p«tcfa,  R. 

458 ;  pi.  fragments,  E  I9« ;  tags,  C  348. 
Clouted,  pp.  patched  up.  R.  223. 
Cloven,/^.  <>/ Cleve  (i). 


Clowes,^/,  claws,  HF.  1785. 
^ow-ffeiofre,  pp.  clove,  the   smce  so 
called,  R.  1368;  Clowe-gilofre,  B  195a. 


Fr.  cUm  de  girofU. 
Clustred,  pp.  covered  with  clouds,  B  l 

m  3.  6.     (yjxUghmeramtur^ 
Clsrmat,  s.  a  belt  or  zone  of  the  eanfa 

included  between    two    given   hnes  of 

latitude,  A.  ii.  39.  a8 ;  pL  sones  of  lati> 

tude,  A.  i.  3.  4 ;  Clymates,  sets  of  almi- 

canteras  calculated  for  various  tenestxial 

latitudes,  A.  i.  14. 4. 
Cly  ven,  pr.  pi.  cleave,  keep,  B  3.  p  11. 115. 
Clyves,  //.  difib.  L.  1470. 
Coa^rulat,  pp.  clotted.  G  811. 
Cod,  s.  bag :  used  of  the  receptacle  of  the 

stomach.  C  534. 
Coempcloun,  s.  an  imposition  so  caBed. 

lit.  joint  purchase,  the  bu3riiig  up  of  tte 

whole  of  any  commodity  in  the  market. 

B  I.  p  4. 9a 
Cofre,  J.  coffer,  chest,  L.  380 ;  money-box. 

F  1571 ;  coffin,  5. 177. 
Coffflre,  s.  cock-boat,  jL  14B1. 
Cogrhe,  ger.  to  cough.  T.  ii.  354. 
Coillons,  pi.  testicles,  C  953. 
Cok,  s.  cock,  5.  350 ;  thridde  c^  third  cock, 

A  4233- 
Cok  I  ook  I  the  noise  made  by  a  codL,  B 

4467. 
Cokenay,  s.  cockney,  efieminate  creatsre. 

A  4208. 
Cokewold,  s.  cuckold,  A  3x52. 
Cokkel,  s.  cockle,  i.  e.  the  corn-cockle, 

Agrostemma  githago,  B  11 83. 
Cokkes,  corruption  o/Goddes.  H  9. 1  29. 
Cokkow,  s.  cuckoo.  HF.  243. 
C61,  s.  coal,  T.  ii.  133a ;  Cole,  A  0693. 
Col-blak,  adj.  coal-black,  A  ax^a. 
Cold,  adj.  cold,  A  420;  chilling  (often  ia 

phr.  cares  colde) ,  T.  iii.  ia6o ;  disastroie. 

B4446. 
Colde,  V.  grow  cold,  B  879,  F  1003. 
;  Coler,  s.  collar,  T.  v.  811 ;    Colers.  /^ 
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collars,  A  215a  (or  read  coUfd,  provided 
with  collars). 
Coifra  (LaU),  choler,  B  41 18. 
Colore,  s,  choler,  B  4x36. 
Colerik,  adj,  choleric,  A  ^87,  B  4145. 
Col-fox,  s.  coal-fox,  fox  with  black  marks, 

B440S. 
CoUacioun,  s,  conference.  £  325. 
Collateral,  adj,  adventitious,  subordinate. 

I*,  i.  262. 
Collect,  pp,  collected  in  groups,  F  1275. 
Col6ur,  s,  colour,  7.   173;   complexion, 
hue,  R.  ai3 ;  outward  appearance,  a.  66 ; 
pretence,  10.  21 ;  excuse,  D  399 ;  pi»  fine 
phrases.   HF.  859;    hues,  pretences   (a 
pun),  F  511. 
Colpons,  pL   shreds,    bundles,  A  679; 

billets,  A  2867. 
Coltish,  adj,  like  a  colt.  E  1847. 
Columbyn,  adj,  dove-like,  £  2141. 
Colver,  s,  dove,  L.  2319.    A.  S.  cul/re. 
Combred,  pp.  encumbered,  B  3.  m  10. 9. 
Combre>world,  s.  one  who  encumbers 
the  world,  who  lives  too  long,  T.  iv.  279. 
Combust,  pp.  burnt.  G  811;  quenched 

(as  being  too  near  the  sun),  T.  iii.  7x7. 
Come,  V.  come ;  come  thereby,  come  by  it, 
acquire  it,  G  1395 ;  Come,  ger.  to  come, 
future,  3.  708 ;  Comestow,  comest  thou, 
L.   1887  *•    Cometh,  fr,  s,  as  fut.  shall 
come.  4.  II ;   Comth,  pr,  s,  comes,  B 
407 ;  Cam,  p/.  s,  came,  F  81 ;  Com,  pt,  s. 
3.  134 ;  Comen,  pt,  pi,  L.  1241 ;  Cdmen. 
pp,  come,  4.  81 ;  ben  comen,  are  come,  B 
1 130:  Com  of;  i.  e.  seize  the  opportunity, 
be  quick,  T.  ii.  1738 ;  D  1602 ;  Cometh, 
imp.pLK^y^ 
Cdme,  s.  commg.  G  343.    A.  S.  cyme, 
Gomddle,  s,  comedy,  pleasant  tale,  one 

(hat  ends  happily,  T.  v.  1788. 

Gomeveden,  2  pr,  pi,  as  2  pr,  s,,  didst 

instigate,  T.  iii.  17.    See  Commeveth. 

Coznlily ,  adv,  in  a  comely  way.  3.  848. 

Commeveth,  pr,  s.  moves,  induces,  T.  v. 

1783;  Commeve,  pr,  s.  sub/,  move,  T.  v. 

1386.  See  Ck>mmoeve,  Gomeveden. 

Commoeve,  ger,  to  move,  influence,  B  4. 

p  4.  275. 
Gommoevlnfire,    -r.  moving,  disturbing, 

B  I.  m  4.  6. 
Comznune,  adj,  general,  common,  B  155 ; 

ifi  c,  commonly,  A  1261. 
Commune,  s,  the  commons,  E  70;  pi, 

commoners.  A  2509. 
CkympaiflTZi&ble,  adj,  companionable,  B 

1 194. 
ITompanye,  s.  company,   A  24;    com- 
panionship, 4.  219. 


Compsrisoned,  pp,  compared,  B  2.  p  7. 
118. 

CompcM,  s,  circuit,  4. 137 ;  circlet,  wreath. 
R.  900;  circle,  A  1889;  a  very  large 
circle.  HF.  798;  circumference,  ao.  5; 
enclosiu-e,  orb,  world,  as  in  iryne  compos, 
the  threefold  world  (earth,  sea,  and 
heaven),  G  45 ;  pair  of  compasses,  A.  ii.. 
40.  13;  craft,  contriving,  HF.  462;  pi, 
circles  {or,  perhaps,  pairs  of  compasses),. 
HF.  1302. 

Compasment,  s,  plotting,  contrivance, 
L.  1416. 

Comi>a88e,  v,  contrive.  R.  194;  planned.. 
L.  1414;  Compassed,  pp.  drawn  with 
compasses,  kshioned  circularly,  A.  i. 
18.  I ;  planned,  L.  1543. 

Compassiner,  s.  dimension,  R.  1350;  con- 
trivance, A  1996. 

Comi>eer,  s,  gossip,  close  friend.  A  670 ;. 
comrade,  A  4419. 

Oompilatour,  s.  compiler,  A.  pr.  70. 

C6mple3mt,  s,  a  '  complaint '  or  ballad,  a. 

^43;  3.464« 

Oomplezioun,  s,  complexion,  A  333; 
temperament,  I  585 ;  the  (four)  tempera- 
ments. HF.  ai. 

Oompline,  s,  evening  service,  A  4171. 

Oompllsehen,  v.  accomplish,  B  4.  p  4.  a4. 

Comporte,  v.  bear,  endure,  T.  v.  1397. 

CompoBicioun,  s,  agreement.  A  848^ 
2651. 

Competent,  adj.  all-powerful.  B  5.  p  6. 

^53- 

Compouned,  pp.  composed.  HF.  1029; 
tempered,  L.  2585 ;  mmgled,  HF.  aio8  ^ 
constructed,  drawn,  A.  pr.  11. 

Comprehende,  v.  take  (it)  in,  T.  iv.  891 ; 
take  in  (in  the  mind),  F  223;  pr,  s,  com- 
prises, I  1043. 

Comprende,  v,  comprehend,  contain,  T. 
iii.  1687. 

Comunalltee,  s,  empire,  B  4.  p  6. 402. 

Com\ine,  adj,  general,  common  to  all,  T.^ 
iii.  1415:  accustomed  to,  3.  812;  Comun 
profit,  the  good  of  the  countrjr,  5.  47, 75. 

Comune,  s,  a  common  share  in  a  thing, 
E  1313. 

Comyn,  s.  cummin,  B  2045.  'A  dwarf 
umbelliferous  plant,  somewhat  resem- 
bling fennel,  cultivated  for  its  seeds.'  — 
Webster. 

Con,  imp,  s,  grant ;  Con  me  thank,  grant 
me  thanks,  thank  me,  A.  pr.  62. 

Concelte,  s,  conception,  thought,  L.  1764 ; 
idea,  G  1214;  notion,  T.  i.  996. 

Conclude,  v,  draw  a  concltision,  B  14; 
include,  put  together,  G  429;  attain  to 
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success,  G  773;  ger,  to  summarize,  A 
1358 ;  Concluded,  pp,  come  to  a  con- 
clusion. E  1607. 
€k>QOlu8ioun,  5.  decision,  judgement.  A 
1845 ;  result,  successful  end  of  an  experi- 
ment, G  67a ;  purpose,  D  115 :  moral,  L. 
2723;  reason,  F  492;  performance,  F 
1263;  result,  summary,  A  1743;  end  (of 
life),  HF.  103;  fate,  22.  23;  at  in  c, 
after  all,  4.  257;  15.  4;  Conclusiouns, 
pi,  mathematical  propositions,  theorems, 

A  3193- 
Condys,  pi,  conduits,  R.  1414. 
Confedred,  pp,  rendered    confederates. 

conjoined,  2.  42,  52. 
€k>nfenne,  v,  confirm,  T.  ii.  1526. 
Gonflrme,  ger.  B  4.  p  7.  oo  (but  an  error 

for  con  forme ;  Lat '  conformandae  *). 
Confiteor, '  I  confess.'  I  386. 
Confiture,  s,  composition.  C  862.    Fr. 

confiture,  a  mixture,  preserve. 
Ck>Qforten,  v,  comfort,  E  1918 ;  pr,  s,  en- 

courages,  A  2716  :/r.^/.  strengthen,  1 652. 
Confounde.  v.  destroy,  1.40;  12.  10;  pp. 

put  to  confusion,  i.  5;  overwhelmed,  B 

100 ;  destroyed  in  soul,  G  137. 
C6nfU8,  pp.  as  adj.  confused,  T,  iv.  356 ; 

convicted  of  folly.  G  463;  confounded, 

A  2230. 
Congreyen,  v,  give  us  our  congee,  tell  us 

to  depart,  T.  v.  479, 
Conjectest,  2  pr,  s.  supposest,  T.  iv.  1026. 
ConlectiQffes,  pi.  conjectures,  B  2598. 
Conlolninfire,  s.  conjunction,  G  95. 
Conjuracioun,  s.  conjuring,  I  603. 
Conne,  v.  be  able,  L.  2044 ;  know,  T.  iii. 

83;   have  experience,  T.  i.  647;   know 

how,  T.  iii.  377;    con,  learn.  B  1730; 

Conne,  1  pr,  s,  can,  T.  ii.  49 ;  apr.  s.  subj, 

canst,  knowest  how,  T.  ii.  1497;  pr,  s, 

subj.  may,  A  4396 ;  i  pr,pl.  can,  are  able, 

B483;  know,  HF.  33$;  Conne,  2  ^r. //. 

can,  A  4123 ;  can  (do), T.  i.  776 ;  owe  (me 

thanks),  T.  ii.   1466;    Connen.  pr,  pi, 

know    how  to,   E    2438;    al  conne  Xe, 

whether  he  may  know,  G  846. 
Connlnff,  s,  skill,  knowledge,  L.  68,412; 

T.  i.  83 :  experience,  B  1671 ;  learning,  B 

2929. 
OonnlnfiT.  aefy',  skilful,  B  369a 
Oonninffest,  most  skilful,  T.  i.  331. 
Connlnflrly,  adv,  skilfully.  E  1017. 
Conseorat,  consecrated,  B  3207. 
Oonseil.  s.  council,  B  204;  counsel,  B 

425;  secret  counsel,  A  1141;  secret.  A 

3504;     advice,    B   221 1;  counsellor,  A 

1 147. 
Conseile,  v.  counsel ;  pi,  pi,  B  2554. 


Ck>ii8entant,  ad/,  consentient,  consenting 

(to).  C  276. 

Ck>n8entrik,  adj,  having  the  same  centre. 
A.  i.  17.  5 ;  tending  to  the  same  centre, 
A.  i.  16.  9 ;  at  the  same  altitude.  A.  il  3. 
56. 

Consequent,  s.  sequel,  result,  B  2577. 

Conservatif .  adj,  preserving ;  c,  Ike  jmdt, 
preserving  the  sound,  HF.  847. 

Conserve,  v,  keep,  preserve.  T.  iv.  1664. 

Con8lst6rle,  s,  council,  T.  iv.  65;  coon 
of  justice,  C  162. 

Consplracye,  /.  plot,  B  3889,  C  149. 

Constable,  s,  governor,  B  512. 

Const&blesse,  s,  constable  s  wife.  B  539. 

Constaunce,  s.  constancy.  I  737. 

Constellaoloun,  s,  influence  of  the  stars, 
F  781. 

Constreyneth,  pr,  s,  constrains.  E  800, 
pt,  s,  L.  105 :  pi.  s,  rejl.  contracted  her- 
self. B  I.  p  I.  15 ;  pp.  constrained,  com- 
pelled, E  527.  F  7(64,  769. 

Constresnite,  s.  distress.  T.  iv.  741, 

Constrde,  v,  divine,  make  out.  T.  iii  33; 
ger,  to  translate,  B  1718 ;  imp,  pL  inter- 
pret, L.  15a. 

Consulers,  s.pl,  consuls,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 

Constunpte,  pp.  pi,  consumed.  B  a.  m  7. 
a?. 

Conta^ous,  adj,  contiguous,  B  3.  p  1x5. 

Contek,  s,  strife,  contest,  T.  v.  1479:  A 
2003. 

Contemplaunce,  s,  contemplation.  D 

1893- 
Contenanoe,  s.  appearance,  F 1485 ;  sbo« . 
B  2378 ;  gesture.  B  2227 ;  demeanoor.  £ 

rt4;  self-possession.   E  mo;  pretence, 
858 ;  fond  Mis  c,  i.  e.  disposed  himsett 
T.  iii.  979;  //.  modes  of  behaviour,  R. 

lOOI. 

Contene,v.  contain. T.  iii 502;  pt,s,ht!A 

together,  B  3.  p  12. 4a 
Continued,  pp,  accompanied,  eked  oat, 

I  1046. 
Contract,  pp,  contracted,  inaured,  Im 
Contralre,  adj,  contrary.  R.  348;  tT- 

212. 
Contraire,  s,  the   contrary,  HF.  15*3; 

adversary,  2. 64. 
Contr&rie,  adj,  contrary,  B  3964;  «•  c^ 

in  contradiction.  G  1477. 
Cdntrarle,  s,  contrary.  A  3057 ;  coiitrv> 

thing.    HF.    808;    opponent,   A    i^ 

opposition,  T.  i.  418. 
ConmLrien,  v,  oppose,  F  705 ;  /A  1.  gait- 
said,  D  1044. 
Contrarious,  adj,  contrary,  advene,  B 

2249;  //.  B.  2311. 
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GontraiiouBtee,  s.  contrary  state,  1 1077. 
Oontree,   country.   R.  768;    fatherland, 

home,  B  a.  p  4.  laa 
Gontree-folk,  people  of  his  country,  L. 
3i6x. 

Contree-houses,  //.  houses  of  his  coun- 
try, homes,  7.  25.    Lat  domos  patios. 

Ck>ntree-wajrd,  to  his,  towards  his 
country,  L.  2176. 

Contubemlal,  ad/,  familiar,  at  home 
with  (lit.  sharing  the  same  tent  with), 
I760. 

GfmhtMOJC,  adj.  contumacious,  I  403. 

Oonvenient,  adj.  fitting,  suitable,  I  421 ; 
^/.  suitable,  F  1278. 

ConTera ;  im  cattvtrs,  on  the  reverse  side, 
T.  V.  i8ia 

OonTersaoiouxi,  s,  conversation,  i.  e. 
manner  of  life,  B  2501. 

Converte,  v,  change,  T.  i.  308 ;  swerve. 
C  212;  g^er.  to  change  his  ways,  T.  iv. 
1412 ;  to  change  her  mind,  T.  ii.  903. 

Convertible,  adj.  equivalent,  A  4395. 

Ckmveyen,  v.  introcluce,  E  55 ;  /r.  s.  ac- 
companies, L.  2305;  //.  //.  conducted 
on  their  vray,  A  2737. 

Convict,  pp.  overcome,  z.  86. 

Cony,  s.  rabbit;  Conies,  pi.  R.  1404; 
Conyes,  pi.  5. 193. 

Cook,  s.  cook.  A  351 ;  Cokes.//.  C  538. 

Coomen,  //.  p/.  came,  B  1805. 

Cop,  X.  top.  A  554 ;  summit,  B  2.  m  4.  6 ; 
hill-top.  HF.  1x66. 

Cope,  /.  cope,  A  260 ;  cape.  R.  408 ;  cloak, 
T.  iii.  724 ;  vault,  L.  1527. 

Coper,  s.  copper,  HF.  1487. 

Cople,  s.  copy,  T.  ii.  1697. 

Coppe,  /.  cup,  A  134.  F  942. 

Corte®,  C6raffe,  s.  heart,  spirit,  mind, 
disposition,  mood,  inclination,  R.  257. 
423,  849,  Z302,  Z614 ;  A  22 ;  courage,  B 
1970;  will,  desire,  B  2713;  impetuosity, 
I  655;  attention,  H  164;  spite,  R.  iq^; 
encouragement,  R.  22;  o/Ais  c,  in  nis 
disposition.  F  22 ;  Corages,  pi.  disposi- 
tions, natures,  A  11. 

CoitMta,  pi.  corbels,  HF.  1304. 

Cordeth,  pr.  s.  ames,  T.  ii.  1043. 

Cordewene,  s.  Cordovan  leather,  B  1922. 

Corfew-tyme,  s,  curfew-time,  about  8 
p.m..  A  3I645. 

CortiTOf  V.  correct ;  /r.  x.  B  4.  p  7.  39. 

Cormersunt,  s.  cormorant,  5.  362. 

C^r  mumm  entOavit.  D  1934.  See  Ps. 
zlv.  I. 

Com,  s.  grain.  A  562;  chief  portion,  B 
3144 ;  Comes,  pi,  crops  of  corn.  B  3225 ; 
grains  of  com,  HF.  698. 


Comemuae,  s.  bagpipe,  HF.  1218.  Fr. 
cornemuse. 

Comiculere,  s.  registrar,  secretary,  G 
369.  Lat.  camtcularius,  a  registrar, 
clerk  to  a  magistrate. 

Corny,  adj.  applied  to  ale,  strong  of  the 
com  or  malt,  C  315,  456. 

Corone,  s.  crown,  garland,  E  381 ;  Co- 
roune,  crown,  garland,  2.  58;  C6roiin. 
crown,  L.  216;  the  constellation  called 
•  the  Northern  Crown,'  L.  2224. 

Coroslf ,  adj.  corrosive,  G  853. 

Coroumpingre,  s.  corruption,  B  3.  p  12. 
82. 

Cor6iued,  pp.  crowned,  B  3555. 

Corpus,  s.  body,  A  3743 ;  Corpus,  the  body 
(e.  g.  of  Christ),  B  3096;  Corpus  Domi- 
nuSf  false  Latin  for  corpus  Domini,  the 
body  of  the  Lord,  B  1625;  Corpus 
Madrian,  the  body  of  St.  Mathurin, 
B  3082;  Corpus  bones,  an  intentionally 
nonsensical  oath,  composed  of  '  corpus 
dumini,'  the  Lord's  body,  and  *  bones,' 

C3M. 
Correccioun,  s.  fine,  D  Z617. 
I  Comiznpable,  adj.  corruptible,  A  3010. 
Comiznpeth,  pr.  s.  becomes  corrupt.  L. 
2237 ;  pt.  s.  coniipted,  I  819. 
I  Corrupcioun,  s.  destroyer,  5.  614. 
Cora,  J.  body,  L.  676,  876;  corpse,  T.  v. 

i    742. 

I  Corse ,^r.  s.  subj.  curse,  E  1308. 
I  Corsednesse,  s.  abomination,  T.  iv.  994. 
'  Corseynt,  s.  a  saint  (lit.  holy  body) ;  esp. 
a  shrine,  HF.  117.    O.  F.  cors  stmt. 
Corumpe,  v.  become  corrupt,  B  3.  p  11. 

58.    See  Comimpe. 
Corve,  -n;  see  Kerve. 
Cosin,  s.  cousin,  A  1131;   as  adj.  akin, 
suitable  to.  A  742.  H  210;   Cosins  ger- 
mayns,  cousins-german,  first  cousins,  B 
2558, 


Cosinafire,  s.  kinship.  B  1226. 1329. 

Cost  (x),  J.  expense.  A  192,  213. 

Cost    (2),  s.   choice,   condition;    Nedes 

cost,  of  necessity   (lit.  bv  condition   of 

necessity) ,  L.  2697.     Icel.  kostr,  choice, 

condition,  state. 
Costafire,  s.  cost,  expense,  B  1235. 1562. 
Coste,  s,  coast,  B  1626;  region,  D  922; 

Costes.  pi.  jMirts  of  the  sky,  A.  i.  19.  10. 
CosteyinfiT,  pres.  part,  coasting,  R.  134. 
Costlewe,  adj.  costly,  I  415.    Cf.  Iccl. 

kt^itligr. 
Costrel,  5.  flask,  kind  of  bottle,  U  2666. 
Cote.  s.  cot,  E  398 ;  dungeon,  A  2457. 
Cote,  s.  coat,  jacket  (for  a  man).  A  103. 

328;    skirt,    petticoat,  or  gown    (for  .\ 
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woman),  R.  296;  fi,  coats,  surcoats,  or 
coats-ot-aims  (see  below),  HF.  133X 

Ck>te-armure,  coat-armour,  coat  shew- 
ing the  arms,  coat-of-arms,  T.  v.  165 1. 

Ck>uohe,  V,  lay  down,  place;  cower,  £ 
i9o6;  pt.  s,  laid  in  order,  placed,  5.  216; 
G  1157:  ^.  set,  placed,  laid,  A  2933, 
32x1 ;  t>eset,  begemmed,  A  2161. 

CouchinfiTt  s,  laying  down,  letting  the 
astrolabe  lie  flat  on  the  ground,  A.  ii 

20.  29. 

Coude,  z  //.  s,  could,  was  able,  L.  116; 
knew  how,  3.  517;  //.  1.  knew,  3.  667, 
1012 ;  understood,  R.  179 ;  as  aux,  could, 
R.  175 ;  Coude  her  good,  knew  what  was 
for  Dido's  advantage,  L.  1182;  Coude 
no  good,  knew  no  good,  was  untrained, 

?.  390;  Coudj^.  known,  3.  787;  learnt, 
1041.    See  Can,  Ck>ime. 
Ck>uiiseil,  s,  advice,  A  784;   secrets,  A 

665 ;  Counseyl,  secret,  5.  348. 
Oounte,  I  //-.  s,  account,  11.  29;  //.  s.  3. 

718. 
Ck>iutenaiuce,  s.  appearance,  show.  A 

1926 ;  looks,  appearance,  G  1264 ;  shew- 
ing favour,  3.  1022;  demeanour,  R.  8x4; 

pretext,  A  442X ;  //.  looks,  R.  1309. 
Ck>untiQcr-^i^f  ^-  counting-house  table, 

B1273. 
Ck>iintour  (i),  s,  arithmetician,  3.  435; 

auditor,  A  ^59. 
Oountour  (2).  s,  abacus,  coimting-board, 

3.  436 ;  counting-house,  B  1403. 
Countour-hou8,    s.   counting-house,  B 

1267. 
Oountrepeise,  v.  render  equivalent.  HF. 

1750 ;  countervail,  T.  iii.  X407. 
Ooiutrepleted,  pp.  made  the  subject  of 

pleadings  and  counter-pleadings,  argued 

against,  L.  476. 
Ck>iutretaille,  s.  lit  countertally,  L  e. 

correspondence  (of  sound) ;  a/  the  c,  in 

reply,  E  1190. 
Oountrewalte,  pr,  s.  ntbj,  keep  watch 

over,  I  X005 ;  watch  against,  B  2509. 
Coupable,   adj,  culpable,  blameworthy, 

B  273X.  I  4x4. 
Ck>upe,  s.  cup,  L.  1122. 
Coured,  pt,  s,  cowered.  R.  465. 
Cotirs,  s,  course,  T.  ii.  970;  lue  on  earth. 


G  387 :  orbit,  A  2454. 

*         ,T.  ii. 

A  2501. 


Coiirser,  s.  horse, 


loii;  pL  steeds. 


Court,  J.  court,  A  140;  manor-house,  D 

2162. 
Cotirtepy ,  an  upper  short  coat  of  a  coarse 

material,  R.  220;  A  290,  D  1382. 
Coiurt-xnan,  s,  courtier,  E  1492. 


Couthe,  I  //.  s,  could,  R.  513;  knew.  5. 
800;  knew  how,  A  300;  Couth,  pp, 
known,  T.  iv.  61 ;  Couthe,  pp.  pL  well- 
known,  A  14. 

Couthe,  adv,  in  a  known  way,  manifestly, 
HF.  757. 

Coveityse,  1.  coretousness,  A  3884,  C 
424;  bodily  craving,  I  819;  lust.  I  33is. 

Covenable,  adJ,  fit,  proper,  fitting,  suit- 
able, z8.  25;  agreeable.  B  4.  p  6.  224; 
congruous,  B  3.  p  ix  179. 

Covenably,  aav,  suitably,  fitly.  B  2423. 

Covent,  s.  convent,  conventual  body.  B 
1827,  D  1863. 

Coverchlef,  s,  kerchief  worn  on  the  bead. 
Ds9o;  //A  453. 

Covercle,  s.  pot-lid.  HF.  79a. 

Covered,  pp.  covered.  A  354 ;  recovered 
from,  healed  of,  L.  762. 

Covertly,  atlv.  secretly.  R.  19. 

Coverture,  s.  disguise.  R.  1588;  Cover- 
tures, //.  coverings.  I  198. 

Covetour,  s.  one  who  covets,  4.  26a. 

Covyne,  i.  deceitfiilness.  A  604. 
a  deceitful  agreement  between  two  or 
more  to  the  prejudice  of  another;' 
Cowel,  Law  Dictionary. 

Cow,  s.  chough.  D  232.    See  Cbogii. 

Coward,  adj.  cowardly.  5. 349. 

Cowardye,  s.  cowardice,  A  2730. 

Cowardyse,  s.  cowardice,T.  iv.  602,  ▼.412. 

Coy,  adj.  quiet.  A  119;  shy.  L.  1548. 

Coye,  V.  quiet,  calm,  cajole.  T.  ii.  801. 

Coynes,  pL  quinces,  R.  1374.  O.  F.  cm, 
quince. 

Cnibbed,  adj.  shrewish,  cross,  bitter,  E 
1203. 

Craccblnff ,  s.  scratching.  A  2834. 

Craft,  J.  cunning,  C  84;  skill.  T.  t  665; 
art,  K.  687 ;  trade,  occupation,  3. 791 ;  A 
692 ;  secret,  mystery,  R.  1634 ;  might.  B 
32^;  contrivance,  F  249. 

Craftily,  adv.  artfiilly,  in  a  studied  man- 
ner. T.  ii.  1026;  skilfully.  B  48. 

Crafty,  adj.  skilfixl,  clever.  A  1897 ;  sensi- 
ble. 3.  439. 

Crake tn,  pr.  s,  utters  boldlv.  A  4001; 
sings  in  a  grating  tone  (lilce  a  cons- 
crake),  E  185a 

Crampissheth,  pr.  s.  draws  convulsively 
together,  contracts,  7.  171.  Cf.  'Deih 
crampishiitg  into  their  hert  gan  crepe ;  * 
Lydgate,  Falls  of  Princes,  bk.  i.  c  9>. 
Cf.  O.F.  crampir, '  *tre  tordu ;  *  Godefroy . 

erased,  pp.  cracked,  G  934. 

Creant,  adj'.;  seitk  crtant,  acknowledges 
himself  beaten,  I  698.  Probably  short 
for  recreant. 
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Great,  pp,  created.  z6.  a ;  B  3993. 
Creaunce,  s,  credence,  belief,  creed,  B 

9x5 ;  object  of  fetith,  B  34a 
Greaunce,  v.  borrow  on  credit,  B  1479 ; 

pr.  s.  borrows.  B  1493 ;  pp.  B  1556. 
Creep,  pt.  s,  of  Crepe. 
Crekee,//.  crooked  devices,  wiles.  A  4051. 

See"  Cretk,  s.  (1),  }  7,  in   the  New  E. 

Diet 
Crepe,  v,  creep,  3. 144 ;  Creep,  pt,  s.  crept, 

A  4226 ;  Crepten,  pi/pL  D  1698 ;  Cropen, 

pp.  crept,  T.  lit  loii. 
Crepul,  s,  cripple,  T.  iv.  1459. 
CrepuacullB,  s,  pi,  twilights,  durations 

of  twilight,  A.  ii.  6.  rubric. 
Crevace,  s.  crevice,  crack,  HF.  9086. 
Crinkled,  pp.  Axil  of  turns  or  cranks,  L. 

30X3. 

Cripe,  adj.  crisp,  curly,  HF.  X386;  Crisp, 

R.834. 
Cristen,  adj.  Christian,  B  222,  X679. 
Cristendoxn,  s.  the  Christian  religion,  B 

35  X ;  Christianity,  G  447. 
Cnstexily,  adv.  in  a  Christian  manner,  B 

1 122. 
Cristianltee,  x.  company  of  Christians,  B 

544. 
Croce,  s.  staflf.  stick.  D  484.    See  Crose, 

^  2.  in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Crois,  s.  cross,  i.  6a 
Croked,  adj,  crooked,  R.  926;  crooked 

(things).  13.  8;  'tortuous,'  A.  ii.  28.  32. 
Crokes.  //.  crooks,  hooks.  L.  64a 
Crokke,  s.  earthenware  pot.  X3.  12. 
CroxnineB,  s.  pi.  crumbs.  G  60. 
Crone,  s.  crone,  hagp,  B  432. 
Cronique,  s,  chronicle,  B  4398. 
Citx>e-lyne,  j.  cross-line,  the  line  from 

right  to  left  through  the  centre,  A.  i. 

12.  7. 
Crop,  s.  top,  sprout,  new  twig,  T.  ii.  348 ; 

crop  and  rote,  top  and  root,  everything, 

T.  V.  X245 ;  Croppcs,  //.  tree-tops,  ends 

of    brancnes,    K.    X396;    new    shoots, 

A  7. 
Cropen,  pp.  of  Crepe. 
Croper,  s.  crupper,  G  566. 
Cro8,  s,  cross,  i.  82;  Crois,  i.  6a 
Croslet,  s.  crucible.  G  11^7. 
Crouche,  z  pr,  s,  mark  with  the  cross  (to 

detend  from  elves).  A  3479;  E  1707. 
Croude,  v,  push.  HF.  2095 ;  pr.s.  2/.  dost 

press,  dost  push,  B  296. 
Crouke,  s.  pitcher,  jug,  A  4158. 
Croun,  s.  crown  (of  the  head),  A  4041 ; 

(referring  to  the  tonsure),  B  1499. 
Croiined,  pp.  crowned.  R.  X966 ;  supreme, 

F526. 


Croupe,  J.  crupper,  D  X559. 

Crouperee,  pi.  cruppers,  I  433. 

CrowdlnflT,  s.  pressure,  motive  power,  B 
299. 

Oroya,  s.  cross,  A  699. 4286. 

Cnil,  adj.  curly,  A  3314 ;  //.  A  81.  Friesic 
Jkrul,  curly. 

Crydestow,  didst  thou  cry  out,  A  1083 ; 
pp.  proclaimed,  HF.  2x07. 

Cryinfire,  s.  outcry,  A  906. 

Cryke,  s.  creek,  A  409. 

Cuctbrbitds,  j.  pi,  cucurbites.  G  794. 
'CucurbiU,  a  chemical  vessel,  originally 
made  in  the  shape  of  a  gourd,  but  some- 
times shallow,  with  a  wide  mouth,  and 
used  in  distillation.'  —  Webster. 

Culpa  mea,  i.  e.  I  acknowledge  my  fi^ult, 
T.  ii.  525. 

Cnlpe,  s.  guilt,  blame,  I  ^. 

Culter,  s.  coulter  (ota  plough).  A 
3763. 

CunninfiT,  adj.  skilful,  2.  97. 

CunninfiT,  s.  skill,  5.  X67.  487. 

Cuppe,  s.  a  cup,  F  6x6. 

Curadoun,  s.  cure,  healing,  B  2463 ;  mode 
of  cure,  T.  i.  791. 

Curat,  s.  parish-priest,  vicar.  A  219  (the 
words  vicar  and  curate  have  now.  practi- 
cally, changed  places). 

Cure,  s.  cure,  remedy.  T.  i.  469 ;  charge. 
B  2.  p  3.  32;  diligence,  A  X007 ;  attention. 
A 30^ ;  heed,  care. 2.82 ;  endeavour,  B 188 ; 
careful  purpose.  HF.  X298;  supervision. 
D  133;  I  do  no  cure,  I  care  not,  L.  X52; 
fyth  in  his  cure,  depends  on  his  care  for 
me,  L.  1x76;  did  his  besy  cure,  was  busily 
employed,  s.  369;  his  lyves  cure,  the  ob- 
ject of^his  thoughts  always.  4. 13X ;  honest 
cure,  care  for  honourable  things.  C  557 ; 
in  cure,  in  her  power,  B  %?x>, 

Curiositee,  s.  curious  workmanship,  HF. 
1 178;  intricacy,  x8.  8x. 

Curious,  adj.  careful,  attentive.  B  1433; 
eager.  R.  1052 ;  skilful,  A  577 ;  delicately 
made.  A  X96;  magical.  F  xxaa 

Currours,  s.  pi.  runners,  couriers,  HF. 
2128. 

Cursednesee,  s.  abominable  sin.  wicked- 
ness, C  276,  400;  shrewishness,  E  1239; 
malice,  B  x8ax. 

Curteis,  adj.  courteous,  hence,  compas- 
sionate. I  246 ;  courteous,  R.  538. 

Curteisye,  s.  courtesy.  A  46, 132. 

CuBtuxne,  s.  custom,  D  682 ;  //.  payments, 
I  752;  imports,  I  567. 
I  Cut,  s.  lot,  A  835,  845.  854. 

Cutte,  t/.cut.C954;  Cutted.  >^.  cut  short, 
I       L.973- 
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Daf,  s.  foolish  person,  A  4908. 
Detfffired,  adf.  tagged,  cut  into  hanging 

peaks  at  the  lower  edge,  I  421. 
DetffflrlnffO,  s,  a  cutting  into  tags,  I  418. 
Dagon,  s,  small  piece,  D  1751. 
Dalf,//.  J.</Delve. 

Daliaunoe,  s,  gossip,  A  an;  playftil  de- 
meanour, favour,   13.  8;  //.  dalliance, 

to3ring,  C  66. 
Damageous,  adj.  injurious,  I  438. 
Dame,  s.  mother,  C  684;  dam,  A  3360; 

madam,  A  3956;  goodwife,  D  1797. 
Damiselle,  s.  dfamsel,  R.  1240 ;  fi.  K.  163a. 
Dampnaoioun,  s,  condemnation,  C  500; 

curse,  D  1067. 
Dampne,  ^^.  to  condemn,  L.  401 ;  /^.  A 

1x75, 1343;  damned,  I  191. 
Dan,  s,  {/or  Dominus),  lord,  sir,  a  title  of 

respect,  HF.  161;   B  3983;  Daun,  HF. 

137- 
Dappel-irray,  adj,  dapple-gray,  B  3074. 
Dar,  I  pr,  s.  dare,  A  1x51 ;  Darst,  3/r.  s, 

darest,  T.  i.  768 ;  B860;  Darstow,  darest 

thou,    L.    1450;  Dorste,  x  pL  s,  durst, 

might  venture  (to),  L.  30^;  //.  s.  A 

337 ;  Dorstestow,  wouldst  thou  dare,  T. 

i.  767:  I  pt,  s,  sufy'.  might  dare,  3.  6a 

SeeDurre. 
Dare,  pr,  pi,  doze,  B  X39^. 
Darketh,  pr.  s,  lies  hid,  L.  8x6. 
Daxreyne,  g^er,  to  decide  one's  right  to. 

A   X853J  to  decide,  A  X631;  to  decide 

your  claims  (to) ,  A  X609.  O.  F.  dtraismur. 
Dart,  s,  dart,  6.  io :  (given  as  a  prize  in  an 

athletic  contest),  D  75. 
Daswen,//.//.  dase,  are  dazzled,  H  31; 

pp.    confused,    HF.  658.     O.  F.  daser 

(Godefroy). 
Date-tree,  s.  date-tree,  R.  1364. 
Daun;  see  Dan. 
Daunoe,  s.  dance,  R.  808;  play,  T.  iv. 

1431 ;  set,  company.  HF.  639 ;  tA^  newe  d,, 

the  new  dance,  T.  ii.  $« ;  ike  oldt  d.,  the 

old  game,  the  old  way  oflove,  A  476,  C  79. 
Daunoen,  v.  dance,  A  3303. 
Daunger,  s,  disdain,  R.  1534 ;  imperious- 

ness,  7.  x86;  liability,  A  X849;  sparing, 

stint,  R.  1 147;  power,  control,  R.  1470; 

Power  to  harm   (personified),  I^  160; 

in  d,,  within  his  jurisdiction,  under  his 
-  control,  A  663 ;  im  Air  d.,  at  her  disposal. 

R.  1049:  loitA  d.,  sparingly,  chaniy,  D 

sax. 
Daunirerous,  adr,  forbidding,  sparing,  A 

5x7;  niggardly.  D  X437;  grudging,  hard 


to  please,  R.  X483. 1493 ;  reluctant,  D514; 

inhospitable,  R.  49a 
Daunten,  v,  tame,  subdue,  R.  880;  >r.  j. 

T.  ii.  399,  iv.  1589;  pp.  frightenol,  D 

463- 
Dawe,  V.  dawn.  B3873.  E  183a. 
Dawenlnsre,  s.  dawn,  A  4334,  B  407a. 
Dawee,  s,p/.  days.  F  ix8a 
Dawinar,  s,  the  Dawn  (Aurora).  T.  iii 

X466. 
DawninflT,  s.  dawn.  3.  aos. 
Day,  s.  day,  A  X9 ;  time,  B  3374 ;  appointed 

time  for  repajring  money.  G  XQ40;  m 

a  dcqf,  one   day,  some   day,  R.  X493; 

Dayes.  pL  appointed  days  for  payinent, 

F  x^68,  X575 :  lifietime,  B 1 18 ;  nowaday, 

at  this  time,  E  1x64. 
Dayerye,  1.  dairy,  A  597;  pL  D  871. 
Dayesye,  s.  daisy.  L.  183. 184,  218. 
Debaat,  s.  strife,  A  3330.  B  3867 ;  war.  B 

130 ;  mental  conflict,  3. 1x93 ;  quarrelling, 

T*.  ii.  753- 
Debate,  v.  fight,  war,  B  2058 ;  quarrd,  C 

412. 
Debonair,   adj.    calm,    benign,   gentle, 

1   658;  Debonaire,  ftm.  well-mannered 

B  406X ;  gracious,  courteous,  R.  797:  of 

/.  kind  person,  3.  624. 
Debonairely,    adv.    meekl^f,    I    660; 

graciously,  3.  851,   1284;  with  a  good 

grace,   HF.  2013:   courteously,  3.  5x8 

T.  ii.  X259. 
Debonairetee,   s.    gentieness,    I  467 

graciousness,  6. 108. 
Deceivable,  adj.  deceitful.  15.  3 ;  E  2058. 
Deolamed, />/.//.  discussed.  T.  ii.  1247. 
Deollnacloun,   s.  declination,   angular 

distance  N.  or  S.  of  the  equator.  E  2333. 

FX033- 
Deolyneth,  pr.  s.  turns  aside.  B  4.  p  6. 

195:  pf"'  ^'  possesses  declination.  A.  ii. 

19. 12. 
Deolynlnire,  a^fy'.  sloping,  B  5.  m  1. 19. 
Deooped,  /^.  fit    'cut   down*;    hence. 

pierced,  cut  in  openwork  patterns,  R. 

843. 

D^de,  dead ;  see  D^M. 

D^de,  rer.  to  grow  dead,  become  stupe- 
fied. HF.  552. 

Deden,  pt.  pi.  did.  T.  i.  82.    See  Doon. 

Dedioat,/j».  dedicated.  1 964. 

Dedusrt,  s.  pleasure.  A  2x77. 

Deed,  s.  deed,  act ;  Dede,  dot  i.  45 ;  B 
1999;  it  dede,  indeed,  A  659,  B  m\\ 
witA  tAe  dede,  with  the  act  there^  D 
TO  ;  Dede,  pi.  (A.  S.  dtBda^,  5.  8a. 

De^d,  adj.  dead,  R.  215 ;  dead,  livid  (of 
hue),  R.  44X ;  y!^  ^.,  as  dead.  T.  iv.  733; 
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Dede,  def.  L.  876;  d.  sUfe,  heavy  sleep, 
3.  127;  Dedc,  pL  sluggish,  5.  187: 
v»umd£S  d€de^  deadly  wounds,  3.  121 1. 

I>d^dly,  adj,  mortal,  I  99;  dying,  L.  885; 
deathlike,  3. 16a. 

I>d^dly,  adv,  mortally,  G  476. 

I>dM,  adj,  deat  T.  i.  753 ;  Deve,  pi.  G  a86. 

Deel,  i.  part,  R.  1074 ;  never  a  dee/,  not 
at  all,  I  1007;  not  a  bit,  HF.  331 ;  every 
deel^  every  whit,  wholly,  T.  ii.  590 ;  Deel, 
pL  times,  6.  35 ;  Del,  part,  R.  28 ;  share, 
3.  looi;  every  <^,  every  whit,  A  1825; 
eche  a  d,,  every  whit,  T.  iii.  694 ;  a  greet 
del^  to  a  large  extent.  A  4x5 ;  very  often, 
3.  1x59;  no  del,  no  whit,  T.  i.  1089; 
never  a  <^,  not  a  whit,  3.  543. 

Deer,  s.  pi,  animals,  B  1926. 

Deee,  pi.  dice,  T.  ii.  1347,  iv.  1098. 

Dees.  J.  dais,  HF.  1360, 1658. 

Deetn,  s.  death,  B  3567;  pestilence, 
plague.  T.  i.  483;  the  deetk,  the  pesti- 
lence (with  special  references  to  the 
pestilences  of  1349,  1361,  and  1369),  A 
605. 

Defame,  s.  dishonour,  B  3788.  C  612. 

Defaute,  s.  fetult,  22.  56;  foult  (as  a 
hunting  term),  3.  384  {were  on  a  defaute 
y-faUe,  had  a  cn^k) ;  lack,  defect, 
want,  3.  5,  25.  223;  sin,  B  3718,  C  370. 

Defence,  s.  resistance,  L.  1931;  hin- 
drance. R.  1 142;  covering,  5.  273;  pro- 
hibition, T.  iiL  138 ;  denial,  D  ^67. 

Def endaunt,  s. ;  in  his  d,,  in  defending 
himself,  in  self^lefence,  I  572. 

Defende,  ^^.  to  defend,  B.  2631;  to 
forbid,  G  147a 

Defet,  pp.  exhausted  (lit  defeated),  T. 
V.  618 ;  cast  down,  T.  v.  1219. 

Deffendeth,  pr.  s.  forbids,  I  651 ;  pp.  I 
6oa 

Defoulen,  v.  trample  down,  hence,  defile. 
F  1418;  pp.  trampled  down.  I  191; 
defiled,  T.  v.  1339:  disgraced,  B  4.  m 
7.  47  (Lat  turpahti). 

Defyne,  i  pr.  s.  pronounce,  declare,  T. 
iv.  390. 

Degree,  s.  rank.  5. 453 ;  condition, position, 
A  184X :  step,  K.  485 ;  footstep,  B4.  m  i. 
4a ;  horixontal  stripes,  B  i.  p  i.  38 ;  of  the 
zodiac,  F  386 ;  at  *lowe  degree,  R.  883 ; 
at  alU  degrees,  in  every  way,  A  3724. 

Demrsd,  adj.  elaborate,  I  417. 

Deflrysinesae,  s.  elaborate  style,  I  414. 

Desrysliiffe,  s.  elaborate  ornamentation, 

Was- 
Dekne,  s.  deacon,  I  891. 
Del ;  see  Deel. 
Delen,  ger,  to  have  dealing  with,  A  247 ; 


Dele,  ger.  to  have  dealings,  T.  iii.  322 ; 
to  deal,  L.  X158;  v.  argue,  T.  ii.  1749; 
Deled,  pt.  pi,  had  intercourse,  L.  15x7 ; 
Deled,  pp.  apportioned,  D.  2249. 

Deliberen,  v.  deliberate,  consider,  T.  iv. 
x6o ;  pt.  s,  deliberated,  B  29x6. 

DellocMsye,  s.  amusement,  B  3669 ;  wan- 
tonness, 9.  ^8. 

Delicat,  ad^,  delicious,  E  1646 ;  delicate, 
£  682 ;  damty,  I  432. 

Delices,  s.  pi.  delights,  B  2602:  tender 
feelings,  B  2.  p  4.  78;  sinful  pleasures, 
B  3.  p  7.  X. 

Delicious,  adj.  giving  delight,  T.  v.  443. 

DeliciouBly,  a4hf.  luxuriously,  E  2025. 

Delitable,  adj.  delightful.  R.  X440:  de- 
licious. R.  X37X ;  //.  delightful,  F  899. 

Delitably,  adv.  pleasingly,  B  4.  p  x.  2. 

Delitous,  adj.  delicious,  R.  489. 


Deliver,  adj.  quick,  active,  A  84. 
Delivere,  v.  set  free,  X3. 7 ;  do  away  with, 

T.  iii.  10x2 ;  ger,  to  set  free  (after  a  legal 

decision),  5.  C08. 
Deliverly ,  adv.  nimbly,  B  4606 ;  quickly, 


DeliveimeBse,  s,  activity,  B  2355. 
Delphyn,  s.  the  constellation   Dolphin, 

HF.  X006. 
Delte,  pt.  s,  of  Delen. 
Delve,  V.  dig,  A  536 ;    Dalf,  x  //.  s.  dug. 

B  5.  p   X.  99;    Dolve,  //.  s.  subi.  had 

digged,  B  5.  p  X.  87 ;  Dolven,  pp.  buried, 

3.  222.    A.  S.  delfan. 
Delycee,  s.  pi.  delishts,  pleasures.  C  547, 

G  3 ;  favourites  (Lat  delicias),  B  2.  p  3. 

74- 
Delyd,  adj.  delicate,  fine,  B  x.  p  i.  23. 

O.  F.  dtlU. 
Delyt,   s.  delight,  joy.  3.  606;   pleasing 

ornamentation,  L.  XX99. 
Delytable,  adj.  delightful,  L.  32X. 
Del3rte,  v.  delight,  please,  5.  27:    rejl. 

take  pleasure,  5.  66 ;  Delyte  me,  x  pr.  s. 

delight,  L.  3a 
Delytous,  adj.  delicious,  R.  90. 
Deinauxide,  s,  question,  T.  iv.  1694.  v. 

859. 

Deixxe,  v,  judge,  X4.  6;  decide.  conclud«>. 
T.  ii.  37X;  suppose,  4.  X58;  give  a  ver- 
dict, G  595 ;  Demen,  v.  deem,  judge.  A 
q,x6x ;  decide.  B  3045 ;  i  pr,  s.  condemn. 
D  2024 ;  decree,  C  X99 ;  suppose,  E  753 ; 
Demeth,  imp.  pi.  judge,  decide,  L.  453 ; 
suppose,  A  3172. 

Dexneine,  v.  manage,  HF.  959. 

Dexnesme,  s.  dominion,  B  3855. 

Dexnoniak,  s.  madman.  D  224a 
i  Dexnoxistracioiu,  s.  proof.  HF.  727. 
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Demonstrstlf,  adj.  demonstrable,  D. 
2272. 

Denticle,  s,  pointer,  A.  t  93.  z.  See  Al- 
mury. 

Denye,  v.  refuse,  T.  it  1489;  Dene]fed, 
pp,  denied,  B  3.  p  la  16. 

Depardleux,  tnUrf,  on  the  part  of  God, 
by  God's  help,  T.  li.  1058,  laza. 

Departe,  v.  separate,  part,  7.  985 ;  serer, 
T.  ii.  531 :  divide,  1  1006 ;  imp,  s,  dis- 
tinguish, T.  iii.  404* 

Departlziflre,  s.  dividing,  I  435,  1008; 
departure,  k,  67c ;  separation,  4.  35. 

Dope,  adv,  deeply.  3.  i6< ;  7.  8. 

DepNeynted,  pp,  depicted,  L.  1035; 
painted.  R.  478 ;  stained,  T.  v.  1509. 

Depper,  adv,  cowtp^  deeper,  T.  li.  485; 
B63a 

Depraven,  pr,pL  calumniate.  4.  907. 

Depressioun,  s,  the  angular  distance  of 
the  southern  pole  from  the  horizon,  A. 
ii.  35.  la 

Dere,  adi,  dear,  i.  99 ;  4. 147. 

Dere,  adv,  dearly,  i.  86;  18.  a6. 

Dere,  s,  dot,  deer,  R.  1453. 

D^re,  V,  injure,  harm.  T.  i.  651.  A.  S. 
derian, 

Derelinsr,  J.  darling,  A  3793. 

Derk,  adj,  dark,  k1  Z009;  inauspicious, 
4. 130 :  ass, inauspicious  position, 4. zaa. 

Derke,  s,  darkness,  gloom.  3. 609. 

Derkeat,  adj,  suptrl.  darkest.  B  304. 

Derkly,  adv,  darkly,  HF.  51. 

Derknesse,  s,  darkness,  B  1451. 

Deme,  adj,  secret,  A  3300,  3978. 

Derre,  adv,  camp,  more  dearly,  T.  t  136, 
174 :  A  1448. 

Derth,  s.  dearth,  HF.  Z074. 

Deryveth,  pr,  s,  is  denved,  A  3006. 

Desceivaunoe,  s,  deception,  B  3.  p  8. 53. 

Descencioun.  s,  descension,  A.  ii.  4.  55. 
The  technical  signification  seems  to  be 
—  the  'house'  or  portion  of  the  sky 
just  above  the  western  horizon,  so  that 
a  planet  in  his  descension  is  about  to 
set, 

Desoenaories,  s,  pi,  G  7^3.  '  Descemso- 
ries,  vessels  used  in  chemistry  for  extract- 
ing oils  pgr  descensum  ;  *  Tyrwhitt 

Deaoeme,  v,  discern.  T.  iv.  30a 

Deaoharffe.  pr,  s,  sufy',  disburden,  I  36a 

Deaolaundred.  pp.  slandered,  B  674. 

Descrsrre,  v,  describe,  R.  705 ;  HF.  1105. 

Desdeyn,  s.  disdain,  contempt,  A  789. 

Deaert,  s,  merit,  4,  31 ;  pi,  merits,  T.  iii. 
1367. 

Deaerte.  adj.  lonely,  HF.  417. 

Deaervedeat,  apt,  s,  didst  deserve.  C  3x6. 


Deaeapatred,  pp.  in  despair.  6. 7. 
Deaeapeir.  s,  despair,  T.  1 60s,  ^  ^ 
Deaeaperaunoe,  /.  hopelessness,  T.  it 

530. 1307- 

Deaherita,  ^er,  to  disinherit,  B  vns. 

Deahoneatae,  s,  unseemliness.  1 833. 

D6air6ua,  ad;,  ambitious,  9.  59;  ardent, 
F33. 

Dealavee,  ad/,  foul,  I  639;  inordinate, 
unrestrained.  I  834.  *  Deslavi^  pp.  non 
lav6.  crasseux,  sale ;  *  Godefroy. 

Deaordeynae,  adj.  unregulated,  inor- 
dinate. I  818, 915. 

Deaordinat,  tufy.  inordinate,  I  415. 

De^>eired,  pp,  sunk  in  despair,  3. 91 ;  T. 

▼•  713- 

De^>enoe,  /.  expense,  D  1874;  expendi- 
ture, money  for  expenses,  B  105. 

Deepende,  v,  spend.  T.  iv.  931;  a>r.i. 
wastest  B  3Z3i ;  pp.  spent,  A  3983. 

De^>endoura,  pi.  spenders,  B  3843. 

Deapenaea,  //.  expenditure,  B  38^ 

Deaparaoiown,  s,  despair,  i.  3X. 

D^apitoua,  adj,  spiteful,  R.  173:  aagiy. 
*  516;  1 


jealous.  D  761 ;  merciless,  A  511 
fill,  A  X777.  I  395. 

Deapitoualy,  adv.  scomlnllv,  B  3785; 
angrily,  A  4374:  maliciously,  B  605: 
cruelly,  E  535. 

Deaplayetn//r.  s.  spreads  open,  A  966. 

De^K>netli,  pr.  s.  disposes,  T.  iv.  964. 

Deaport,  s,  diversion,  merriment,  amuse' 
ment,  T.  i.  593 ;  B  311^ 

Deaporta,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  1398. 

Deapoyled,  pp.  robbed.  I  6e^ 

Deapsrt,  s.  malice,  spite,  T.  i.  307;  000- 
tempt,  disdain,  D  1876;  scorn,  L  37s: 
malice,  L.  z^x;  ill-humour,  I  507;  s 
deed  expressing  contempt,  B  3^:  «■ 
d,  of,  in  contempt  of.  5. 381 ;  in  yomrL, 
in  contempt  of  you,  B  X753 \  mkisd^'JA 
scorn  of  him,  L.  134. 

Dearay,  s,  confusion,  I  937. 

Deaaeveraunoe.  s.  separation^T.  til  1^^ 

Deatexnperaunoa,  1.  indemitency,  B  3. 
p  XX.  13a 

Deatampred,;M.  distempered,  I  836. 

Daatinal,  adj,  fiital,  B  4.  p  6.  17a;  pie- 
destined,  B  4.  p  6.  iza 

Deatourbe,  ^^.  to  disturb;  dof,^ 
disturb  in,  C  340;  pr,  s.  hinders,  I  ^; 
interrupts.  B  3x67. 

Daatourbliiiri  -r.  trouble,  x8. 44. 

Deatrat,  pp.  distracted,  B  3.  p  8. 19. 

Daatreyne.  v,  distress,  T.  iii.  I5s0;  g*r- 
constrain,  force,  H  x6x. 

Deatroublad,  A».  disturbed,  3. 534. 

Deayriziiref  adj.  desirous,  B  3767. 
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Deiermliiftt,  ad^,  determinate,  exact, 
fixed,  D  1459;  properly  placed  (on  the 
astrolabe),  A.  ii.  18  (rubric). 

Ddtermyne,  v.  come  to  an  end.  T.  iii. 
379:    Determined,  pp.  settled,  B  5.   p 

4-  9- 

Datte,  J.  debt.  L.  541 ;  A  a8a 

Dettelees,  adj,  free  from  debt.  A  582. 

Dettour,  s.  debtor.  B  1587,  D  155. 

Deus  hie,  God  (be)  here,  D  177a 

Deve,  pL  of  I>eei,  deaf. 

De^il.  J.  L.  3493 ;  what  d,,  what  the  devil. 
L.  9694 ;  how  d,  how  the  devil.  T.  i.  6a^ ; 
a  d  meyt,  in  the  way  to  the  devil,  in 
the  devil's  name,  A  3134;  a  twenty  devil 
way,  in  the  way  oftwenty  devils,  i.  e. 
to  utter  destruction,  L.  2177;  an  excla- 
mation of  petulance.  A  3713, 4257. 

DeroSr,  1.  duty.  T.  iii.  X045;  A  2598. 

Devyn,  s,  astrologer,  T.  L  66. 

I>eTyiie,  v.  guess,  T.  v.  288 ;  ger,  T.  iii. 
765;  to  prophesy  (by).  5.  182;  Devyne, 
pr.  pi,  suspect.  T.  li.  1745;  Devyne, 
/r.  1.  smiy,  let  (him)  guess,  HF.  14. 

I>e vynaroooe ,  j.  female  diviner.  T.  v.  1522. 

I>eyy8,  s.  contrivance.  R.  1413;  suppo- 
litioD.  R.  651;  direction.  A  8x6;  at  his 
d,,  according  to  his  own  wish,  R.  1326 ; 
mt  point  d,,  with  great  exactness  or 
exactitude,  R.  830 ;  Devyses.  pi,  heraldic 
devices,  badges.  L.  1272. 

Devyse,  v.  to  relate,  tell,  describe.  T.  iii. 
41;  A  34;  recommend.  T.ii.  388;  devise, 
suggest,  ordain,  L.  437;  plan,  L.  1453; 
^€r»  to  tell,  describe,  5.  398;  to  relate. 
A  9^4;  to  frame,  £  739;  to  tell  of.  T.  i. 
977/t  /''•  '-  narrates,  describes.  5.  317 ; 
pr.^pU  imagine,  discourse.  F  261;  pp, 
described  to,  told,  R.  476. 

Devyslnff ,  1.  arrangement,  A  2496. 

Dewe,  adj,  due.  I  867. 

I>eztror,  1.  a  courser,  war-horse,  B  2103. 
Pr.  destrier,  a  war-horse.  Low  Lat. 
dextrariiu.  The  sc^uire  rode  his  own 
horse,  and  led  his  master's  horse 
beside  him,  on  his  right  hand. 

Deye,  s,  dairywoman,  B  4036.  I  eel. 
deigja. 

Deye,  v.  die,  5.  469.  651 ;  Deyde,  pL  s.  A 
3846;  Deyed,  pp,  R.  456;  Deyde.  pt,  s. 
smbj,  should  die.  A  3427. 

Dejan,  ger,  to  dye,  to  dip.  B  4.  m  6.  14. 

Deylnffe,  s.  death.  B  1850 ;  lay  on  deymg, 
lay  a-dying.  B  3906. 

Dayne,  v.  deign.  7.  231;  Deyneth  him. 
pr,  s,  he  dei|ps,  7.  x8x;  L.  395;  him 
deymed,  he  deigned,  B  3324.  4371;  hir 
dejmed,  she  deigned.  4. 39. 


DeynouSy  adj,  scomfril.  A  3941. 

Deyntee,  s,  worth,  value,  D  208;  took 
lesse  d.  for,  set  less  value  on,  7.  143; 
a  peculiar  pleasure,  B  13^;  pleasure. 
F681. 1003 ;  Deyntees,//.  dainties,  A  346. 

Deyntee,  s.  as  adj.  dainty,  pleasant,  rare, 
T.  V.  438 ;  good,  A  168. 

Deyntevous,  adj,  dainty,  E  265. 

Deys,  s.  dais,  platform,  the  high  table 
in  a  dining-hall,  A  370,  2200. 

Diademe,  s,  diadem,  crown  of  an  em- 
peror, X4.  7. 

Di&pred,  pp.  as  adj.  variegated,  diver- 
sified with  figures,  A  2158. 

Dich,  s.  ditch.  A  3964. 

Dichen,  v.  make  a  dyke  round,  L.  708 ; 
pp.  provided  with  a  moat.  A  1888. 

Dlde,  Didest ;  see  Doon. 

Dlete,  s.  diet,  daily  food,  A  435. 

Diffamacioun,  s,  defamation.  D  1304. 

Diffaxne,  s,  ill  report,  E  540.  730. 

Diffaxne,  ger,  to  dishonour,  HF.  158X ;  v. 
cry  down,  D  2212. 

Dimnloioun,  s.  clear  exposition,  D  25. 

Dif&nisshe,  pr,  s,  snbj,  define,  B  5.  p 

Diflbiitif ,  adj,  definite,  final,  C  172. 
DiffuBioun,  s.  prolixity.  T.  iii.  296. 
Dlffye,  I  pr,  s,  defy,  spurn,  D  19^. 
Diffyne.  ger,  define,  state  clearly,  5.  529 ; 

^ pr.pl.  conclude,  HF.  344. 
Dicresilble,  adj,  easy  to  be  digested,  A 


ifirnte,  v. 


Tm 


prepare,    L.    1288;  prepare 


(himself),  L.  1000;  Dighte  me,  prepare 
myself  to  go,  B  3x04;  ordain,  place, 
T.  iv.  1188;  lie  with,  D  767;  pt,  s.  re/. 
hastened,  betook  himself,  T.  ii.  948; 
lay  with,  D  ^98;  Dight,  pp.  arrayed, 
equipped,  T.  iii.  1773;  served,  H  312; 
pre(>ared,  R.  041 ;  prepared  him  to  go, 
B  3719;  Dighte.  pp.  pi.  prepared,  L. 
261 1.     A.  S.  dihtan  :  from  Lat.  dictare. 

DlfiTQO*  adj.  worthy,  T.  i.  429 ;  honourable, 
noble.  B  1x75,  C  605;  suitable,  B  778; 
proud,  disdainful.  A  517;  scornful,  re- 
pellent. A  3964. 

Dignely,  adv.  scornfully,  T.  ii.  1024. 

Dlfirnitee,  s,  worth,  dignity,  C  701,  782; 
rank.  E  470.  Dignity,  in  astrology, 
signifies  the  advantages  which  a  planet 
has  when  in  a  particular  position  in 
the  zodiac,  or  in  a  p>anicular  position 
with  regard  to  other  planets  (Bailey). 

Dilatacioun,  j.  diffuseness,  B  232. 

Dilugre,  s,  deluge.  I  839. 

Dint,  s,  stroke,  HF.  534. 

Direct,  adj,  directed,  addressed,  18.  75 ; 
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in  dirtcU,  in  a  line  with,  A.  ii.  44.  a6. 
A  planet's  motion  is  direct  when  it 
moves  in  the  same  direction  as  the 
sun  in  the  zodiac. 

Dlreote,  i  pr,  s.  address.  T.  v.  1856. 

Dlsavaunoe,  v.  defeat,  T.  ii.  sn* 

Dlsaventure,  s,  misfortune,  T.  ii.  415. 

Disblameth,  imp,  pi,  free  (me)  from 
blame.  T.  ii.  17. 

Discesrvlnff,  s,  deception,  R.  1590. 

Dischevele,  adj.  with  (his)  hair  hanging 
loosely  down,  A  683;  with  hair  in  dis- 
order, L.  1315. 

Disciplyne,  s,  bodily  mortification,  I 
Z053. 

Disclaundre,  s,  reproach,  T.  iv.  564; 
slander,  I  633. 

Disoonflture,  1.  defeat,  A  1008;  grief, 
7.326. 

Disconfort,  s,  discouragement,  discom- 
fort, A  aoio;  grief,  woe,  T.  iv.  311. 

Disconforten,  v,  discoun^,  A  3704. 

Discordable,  discordant,  T.  iii.  1753. 

Discordances,  s.pl,  discords,  F  375. 

Discorden,  pr.  pi,  disagree,  B  4.  p  6. 

308. 

Discordlnfire,  adj,  different,  B  3.  p  3. 14a 

(Lat.  dissidentes.) 
Discovered,  pp,  revealed.  G  1468. 
Discovert,  pp,  uncovered;  at  d.,  when 

unprotected,  I  714. 
Dlscryve.v.  describe,  T.  v.  367 ;  Discreven, 

V.  T.  iv.  803. 
Discure,  v.  reveal,  discover,  3.  549. 
Discussed,  pp.  discussed,  5.  694 ;  driven 

away,  B  z.  m  3.  1. 
Dlsdeyn,  s.  disdain,  R.  396. 
Dlsencreseth,  pr,  s,  decreases.  B  5.  p 

6.85. 
Dlsese,  s,   discomfort,  grief,  misery,  4. 

a  16,  277;  T.  ii.  987;  sorrow,  7.  336;  dis- 
pleasure, T.  ii.  147;  disease,  ill,  HF.  89; 

mconvenience,  I  609;  distress,  B  616*. 

unrest.  F  1314, 
Disesen,^^.  to  trouble,  T.  iii.  1468;  v, 

vex,  T.  iv.  1304 ;  distress.  T.  i.  573! 
Dlsesperat,  adf,  without  hope,  HF.  3015. 
DlsflfiTurst,  adj.  disguised.  5.  333. 
Disflfirtire,  s.  disfic^remem,  D  960. 
Disflfirtbre,    V,   disguise.    L.   3046;  pp. 

changed.  A  1403. 
Dlserressloun,  digression,  T.  i.  143. 
Dlsgryse,  ^er,  to  disguise,  T.  v.  1577. 
Disherited,  pp.   disinherited,   deprived, 

L.  1065. 
Dlsh-xnetes,  //.  spoon-meat,  broth.  I  4<5. 
Dishonest,  adj.  unfoithfiil,  H  314;  Dis- 

honeste,  shameful,  E  876. 


Disjoynt,   1.   fiulure,  A  9968*.    difficoh 

position,  B  1601 ;  dot  penl,  T.  iii.  496. 

V.  1618. 
Dismal,  s.  unlucky  dav.  3. 1906. 
Dismembred,^.//.  dismembered,  I  591. 
Dlsmembrincre,  s.  dismembering.  I  591. 
Disobeysaunt,  adj,  disobedient,  o.  429. 
Disordenaunce,   s.  violation  of   rales, 

HF.97. 
Disparaire,  s.  disgrace,  E  908. 
DisparAflre,  v,  dishonour,  A  4071;  fp, 

misallied,  D  1069. 
Dispeire  yow,  imp,  pi,  despair,  C  1669. 
Disi>enoe,    1.   expenditure,   expense,  A 

441;    what  I  spend,  D  143a;  cost.  B 

1 195;  lavish  help,  HF.  960;  Dispenses. 

pi.  expenses,  R.  1144. 
Dlspende,  v.  spend.  B  3500;  pp.  spent. 

shared,  B  3560. 
Dlspeyred,  adj.  despairing.  F  108L4. 
Dispftous,  adj,  spiteful,  R.  156;  T.  in. 

1458:   grievous,   sad,  T.  v.   199;    Dis- 

pit6us^,  voc.  pitiless,    T.  ii.    435;    def. 

fem.  cruel,  3. 634. 
Diispitously,  a^.  angrily,  A  1x84:  nie- 

frilly.  T.  V.  1806;  cruelly,  HF.  161. 
Dlspleeaat,  ad/,  displeasing.  I544,  697. 
Displesaunce,  s.  displeasure.  T.  iii,  4^0; 

offence,  C  74 ;  Displesances,  pL  annoy- 
ances, C  il30. 
Dispone,  tmp.  s.  dispose.  T.  v.  300 ;  pr,  s. 

disposes,  orders,  regulates.  B  4.  p  6.  60. 
Disp<>rt,  s.  sport,  pleasantry,  A  i^.  775 ; 

amusement,  diversioun,  D  839 ;  pkensnre. 

B  143;  sport, 4, 177. 
Disports,  ^er.  to  amuse.  HF.  571;  to 

exhilarate,  T.  ii.  1673;  «'•  cheer,  T.  m. 

1 133 ;  Pf^'P^'  sport,  play,  E  0040. 
Disposed,  pi,  s,  purpK^ed,   £  244 ;  pp, 

disposed,  T.  ii.  683;  ready.  T.  ir.  330; 

toel  d,,  in  good  health  (the  reveise  of 

indisposed),  H  33, 
Disposicloun,  s,  disposal,  T.  ii.  536.  ▼.  2 . 

position,  A    1087;    frame    of  miiid,  B 

3326. 
Dlspoyllnffe,  s.  spoil.  B  4.  m  7.  3a. 
Disprelsen,  ^er.  to  disparage.  R.  1053 : 

V.  blame,  B  3961 ;  pres.  pi.  depreciatii^. 

B3741. 
Dispreisinffe,  s,  blame.  I  497 ;  ccmtenpc 

Ba876. 
Dlsputlsoun,  I.  argument,  E  1474;  ^^ 

pute.  B  4438,  F  890. 
Dlspyt,  s.  despite,  scorn,  L.  i8aa;  dis- 
dain. HF.  1716;  vexation.  R.  1487;  •■ 

d.  of,  in  spite  of,  HF.  1668. 
Dlsserveth,  pr,  s,  deserves.  I  7561. 
Dissever,  v,  part,  a.  115 ;  17. 15 ;  ^er.  to 
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P*rt.  G  87s;  pp.  separated,  B  4.  p  3. 
19. 

Disseveraunoe,  s.  severing.  B  3.  p  11. 64. 

Dl88hevele,  adu  with  hair  flowing  down, 
^.  335.   See  Dischevele. 

Diseimulen,  v.  dissimulate,  T.  i.  33a,  iii 
434. 

DiflBtTTnillnge,  1.  dissimulation,  dissem- 
bling, T.  V.  1613,  G  1073. 

Dlssimulour,  s,  dissembler.  B  4418. 

Dlsalaundred,/^.  defcimed,  U  1031. 

Dissolyeth,  pr,  s.  puts  an  end  to,  B  a. 

DlBuuitz,  adj.  pL  distant ;  evtne  distantn, 

equidistant.  A.  i.  17.  sx 
Di8texnx>eraiince,  s,  inclemency.  I  431. 
Distexnpre,  adj,  distempered,  furious,  B 
^4.  P  3. 125. 
Dtetempre,  v,  vex.  B  3426;  imp.  s.  be 

out  of  temper,  D  2195. 
Disteyne,  v.  stain,  bedim,  dull.  L.  255. 
Dlstln^wed./^.  distinguished.  B  2.  p  5. 75. 
Distourbe,  v.  disturb,  T.  iv.  563;   (to) 
interfere  with,  T.  iv.  934 ;  prevent,  T.  iv. 
1 103.    See  Destourbe. 
Dlstreyne,   v,   constrain,  A   x8i6;    get 
into   his  grasp,  clutch,  ao.  8;    imp,  s. 
constrain,  T.  v.  596 ;  Distreyneth,  pr.  s. 
secures,  clutches,  grasps,  5.  337 ;  afflicts, 
F  820 ;  pp.  misled,  T.  ii.  840 ;  assessed, 
taxed,  I  75a. 
Di8tiirl>ed,  pp.  altered,  T.  ii.  62a. 
Distume,  v.  turn  aside.  T.  iii.  7x8. 
Ditee,  s.  ditty,  song.  B  3.  p  i.  a;  //.  HF. 

6aa.    SeeDyte. 
Diume,  ad/,  diurnal,  E  1795. 
Divers,  aaj.  diverse,  various,  3. 653 ;  dot, 

different,  a.  17. 
Diversely,  adv.  in   different   ways,  R. 

1639. 
Divereitee,  s.  variety,  T.  v.  1793. 
Divinistre,  s.  theologian,  A  a8zi. 
Divisioun,  s.  distinction,  A  1781 ;  difier- 
ence,  10.  33 ;  0/  my  </.,  under  my  influ- 
ence, 4.  273. 
DivynaileB,  pi.  divinations,  I  605. 
Divynen,  v.  guess,  T.  iii.  458;   i  pr.  s. 
declare,  13. 19 ;  pres.  pt.  guessing,  A  35x5. 
DivyninfiTO,  s.  opinion,  A  3531. 
Divynls,  pi.  theologians,  A  1333. 
Divynour,  s,  seer,  soothsayer,  B  5.  p 

^3.  149.  ^ 

Do ;  see  Doon. 

[>octoiiry  s.  doctor,  A  411 ;  (i.  e.  St.  Au- 
gustine), C  X17;  theologian,  I  8$;  pi. 
teachers,  D  1648. 

DofiTorel,  adj.  doggrel.  B  3115. 

3ogrere,  s.  dog,  d  1369.  £  3014. 


Dofirbter,  s.  daughter,  L.  114:  B  151; 
Doghtren,  pi.  L.  1963 ;  Doughtren.  pU 
T.  iv.  33. 

Doinfirea.//.  deeds,  L.  1681. 

Doke,  s.  duck.  5.  498. 589 ;  A  3576. 

Dokke,  J.  dock  (plant),  T.  iv.  461. 

Dokked.  pp.  cut  short.  A  ^9a 

Dolve,  Dolven:  see  Delve. 

Doznb,  adj.  dumb,  liF.  656. 

Domesday,  s.  doom's  day.  HF.  1384. 

Doznesman,  s.  judge,  B  3680, 1  594. 

Doxxiinacioun,  s.  power,  A  3758;  do- 
minion,  C  560;  chief  influence,  F  353; 
supremacy,  H  18 z. 

Dominus;  see  Corpus. 

Domus  Dtdaii,  the  labyrinth  of  Daedalus,, 
HF.  193a 

Don,  imp.  s.  don,  put  on,  T.  ii.  954. 

Don,  Done ;  see  Doon. 

DonfiT-carte,  s.  dung-cart,  B  4336. 

Dong'eoun,  s.  keep-tower,  A  XQ57. 

Donne,  adj.  fl.  dun.  dusky,  T.  ii.  908; 
dun-coloured,  5. 334. 

Doom,  s,  judgement,  F  938;  opinion,  B 
3137;  sentence,  decision:  hir  d.,  the 
decision  passed  on  them,  5. 308 ;  Dome,. 
dat.  opinion,  T.  i.  too;  judgement.  HF. 
1905 ;  C  6yj ;  to  my  d.,  in  my  opinion,  R. 
901;  stonde  to  the  d.,  abide  bv  the  de- 
cision, $.  546;  Domes,  //.  judgements, 
A  333. 

Doon,  V.  do,  execute.  A  960 ;  do,  3.  194 ; 
act,  B  90 ;  cause,  B  3618 ;  doon  us  honge^ 
cause  us  to  be  hung,  C  790;  don  her 
companye,  accompany  her,  4.  135;  leei 
don  cry  en,  caused  to  be  cried,  F  46 ;  Do^ 
V.  cause,  T.  iv.  1683;  use,  B  3304;  fulfil, 
B  1653 ;  make,  3.  145;  do  werche,  cause 
to  be  built.  G  545;  Done,^^.  to  do,  T. 
i.  1036 ;  what  to  done,  what  is  to  be  done» 
3. 689 ;  for  to  done,  a  fit  thing  to  do,  I  63 ; 
to  be  done,  L.  1597 ;  Doon,//r.  to  do.  A 
78,  768;  to  commit,  I  90;  to  cause,  R. 
1178 ;  to  force,  5. 331 ;  to  don,  from  doing,. 
B  4.  p  6.  333 :  Do,  ger.  to  make,  3. 1360 ; 
to  cause,  T.  ii.  1023 ;  to  commit.  1  139 ; 
Doost,  3  pr.  s.  makest,  C  313 ;  Dostow, 
doest  thou.  L.  315 ;  Dooth,  pr.  s.  causes, 
A  3396 ;  Doth,  pr.  s.  makes,  3. 7 ;  causes, 
6.  3i;  Doth  forth,  continues.  £  1015; 
Doon,  pr.  pi.  do,  A  368 ;  Do,  imp.  s.  make, 
H  13;  bring  (it)  about,  A  3405;  cause,  G 
33 ;  do  hange,  cause  me  to  be  hung,  G 1039 ; 
do  fecche,  cause  to  be  fetched,  B  66a ;  do 
wey,  put  away,  lay  aside,  G  487;  take 
away,  A  3387 ;  do  stryken  hir  out,  cause 
her  to  be  struck  out,  D  1364 ;  do  come^ 
cause  to  come.  B  3035 ;  Dooth.  imp.pl.  do 
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ye.  C  745, 1  zp5 ;  m  doatA,  pray  do,  F  458 ; 
Didest.  2  pt,  s,  didst.  T.  lii.  363;  Dide, 
pt.  /.  did,  3. 373 ;  caused,  R.  607 ;  put  on, 
B  9047;  duU  him  drawe,  caused  to  be 
drawn,  B  1823 ;  dide  dan  sUen,  caused  to 
be  slain,  caused  (men)  to  have  them 
slain  {sUem,  like  don,  is  in  the  infin. 
mood),  D  9043 ;  dide  of,  took  off,  3. 516; 
Dide,  pt,  s,  subj.  should  do,  F  1404; 
Diden,  pt,  pi.  made,  aa.  98 ;  pi,  pi,  subj, 
should  do,  L.  793;  Doon,  pp,  done, 
I.  54;  past,  ended,  3. 40;  doon  to  dttke, 
<lone  to  death,  L.  889;  doom  make, 
caused  to  be  made,  E  953;  Math  doon 
yow  kept,  has  caused  you 'to  be  pre- 
served, E  1098 ;  doom  tker  write,  caused 
to  be  written  (or  described  there),  R. 
413 :  don  to  €fye,doTM  to  death,  murdered, 
K.  1063 ;  Do.  pp,  done,  L.  957 ;  ended,  E 
9440. 

Dore,  1.  door,  R.  537,  A  550  \  out  aid,,  out 
of  doors.  D  i7<7,  H  306. 

I>onnant,  s,  tahU  dormant,  a  permanent 
side-table.  A  353. 

l>orre,  Dorrlnff ;  see  Durre,  Durrlxiir. 

Dorste ;  see  Dar. 

Dortour,  s,  dormitory,  D  1855. 

DoBeyn,  s,  a  dozen,  A  578. 

I>088er8,  pi,  baskets  to  carry  on  the  back, 
HF.  194a 

DoBtow,  doest  thou,  D  939. 

I>otard,  adf,  foolish,  D  991. 

Dote,  V,  dote,  grow  foolish,  L.  961  a; 
Doten,  act  foolishly,  G  983. 

Doth,  pr.  s,  causes,  R.  389 ;  Doth . . .  carie, 
causes  to  be  carried.  A  3410;  makes,  F 
1957 :  imp,  pi.  do  ve,  B  9785.  See  Doon. 

Double,  adj.  twofold,  4.  109;  deceitful, 
HF.  985. 

Doublenesae,  s.  duplicity,  7. 159 ;  9. 63. 

Doucet,  adj,  dulcet,  i.  e.  dulcet  (pipe), 
sweet-sounding  (pipe),  HF.  1991. 

Douffhter,  s.  daughter,  T.  iii.  3 ;  Dough- 
trcn,  pi.  T.  iv.  99. 

Doumo,  adJ,  dumb,  A  774. 

Doun,  s.  down,  soft  feathers,  9. 4%. 

Doun,  adv.  down,  F  393 ;  aa»  and  doun,  in 
all  directions,  in  all  ways,  B  53. 

Doune,  dat.  down,  hill,  B  1986. 

Dounere,  adv.  more  downward,  A.  iu  19. 
93. 

DouQ-rlfirht,  adv.  at  once,  H  998. 

Dounward,  adv.  outward,  southward,  A. 
ii.  40.  63. 

Doutance,  s.  doubt,  T.  iv.  963 ;  pL  per- 
plexities, T.  i.  9oa 

Doute,  s.  doubt,  i.  95 ;  fear,  F  1096, 1  91 ; 
peril,  L.  1613;  suspense,  E  179Z;  lack. 


T.  ii.  366 ;  ont  o/domte,  doubtless,  A  487 : 

sans  a.,  without  doubt.  D  1838;   witk- 

outen  d.,  certainly,  L.  383. 
Doutelees,  adv.  without  doubt,  certaialy. 

T.ii.494;  A1831. 
Douten,  v.  fear,  I  648;  pr.  s.  feaxs.  I  953; 

Douteth,  imp.pL  fear,  T.  L  683. 
Doutoue,  adj.  doubtful.  T.  iv.  903. 
D'outrexnere,  adj.  from  beyond  the  seas, 

foreign,  imported,  3.  953. 
DouTe.  i.  dove,  5.  341 ;  pigeon,  C  397. 
Dowaire,  s.  dower.  E  848. 
Do  we,  I  pr.  s.  grant,  give,  T.  v.  930. 
Dowve;  seeDouve. 
Dradde ;  see  Drede. 
Draf ,  s.  draff,  refuse  (of  com),  cha^  I  35 ; 

Draf-aek,  j.  sack  foil  of '  draff/  A  4306. 

Draffcree,  pi.  digestive  sweetmeats,  A 
496  (in  MS.  HarL  only;  other  MSS. 
have  drogues), 

DraflTOUn,  s.  dragon,  L.  1430. 1581 ;  tail 
of  the  dr.,  the  Dragon's  tail.  A.  ii  4. 31S; 
the  point  where  a  |»uiet  (esp.  the  mooa) 
passed  from  the  northern  to  the  soudieni 
side  of  the  ecliptic  (The  opposite  node 
was  called  the  Dragon's  Head.) 

Draety ,  adj.  filthy,  worthless.  B  9113.  aux 
Cf.  A.  S.  dresten,  deerstan,  dregs. 

Drat,  pr.  s.  0/ Drede. 

Draugrbt  (of  drink),  L.  9667;  move  at 
chess,  3.  689. 

Drawe,  v.  draw,  incline,  E  3x4;  dr. 
withdraw  himself.  F  355 ;  bring  fon 
R.  6;  V,  attract,  R.  1183;  recall.  A  9074; 
rer.  to  draw,  to  carry.  A  14x6;  to  bnnc 
back,  I  939;  Draweth  along, /r.  s.  pro- 
longs, B  I.  m  I.  39  (Lat.  prdraJkii)  ;  pr. 
pi,  rejl.  withdraw  themselves,  F  ajs; 
Drough,  pt.  s.  drew,  A  4304;  drew  akMBg. 
T.  v.  Z558 ;  rejl,  drew  hiraiself, approached, 
B  1710;  Drow,  pt,  I,  drew,  B  3999;  drew 
near,  D  993 ;  moved  (as  the  son). 5. 490: 
hoisted,  L.  1563 ;  Drew.  //.  s,  attra^ed. 
3.  864;  drotoe  to  record,  didst  bring  to 
witness.  16.  99 ;  Drowe,  pt,  pi,  drew.  R. 
1678;  Drawe,  (p,  drawn.  T.  iii.  674; 
pres.  part,  resorting.  B  1917. 

Drecone,  v.  be  tedious.  T.  u.  1264;  If^- 
to  yex.  T.  ii.  1471;  9#r.  pL  tarry.  T,  iv. 
1446 ;  pp.  vexed,  troubled,  B  4077. 

DrecohlniTO,  s,  prolonging,  I  xooo. 
Drecchine,  delay,  T.  iii.  853. 

Drede,  J.  dread,  Mar.  A 1998 ;  uacertaiatf, 
17.  98 ;  doubt,  5.  59;  it  is  no  drede,  with- 
out doubt.  B  869,  E  1155;  oni  of  droit, 
without  doubt,  E  634;  pi,  foars^  T.  i> 
463. 
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Drede,  v,  dread,  fear.  i.  76 ;  re/l.  dread, 
A  660:  /vr.  to  be  dreaded,  to  be  feared. 


Dredde,  i  pf.  s,  was  afraid,  T.  ii. 


84253; 
111.  335 ; 


483;  Dradde,  //.  s,  feared.  B  M02; 
Dradde  him,  was  afraid,  B  J918 ;  Drad- 
den.//. p/,  G  iK ;  Drad.  /^.  £  69. 

Dredeles,  a4;\  fearless,  B  3.  in  la.  11. 

Dredeles,  adv,  without  doubt,  certainly, 

3-764- 
Dredful,  ad/,  terrible,  B  3558;   fearful. 

timid,  L.  109 ;  cautious,  A  1479. 
Dredfully,  atlv,  timidly,  T.  ii.  1128. 
Dreint,  -e ;  see  Drenohen. 
Dremed  me,  pi,  s.  1  dreamt,  R.  51. 
DremlnffeB,  //.  dreams,  B  4280. 
Drenohen,  (z)  ^er.  to  drown,  A  3617: 
Drenche,  v.  drown,   HF.  905;    Jo  mt 
drtmcki,  make  (men)  drown  me,  cause 
me  to  be  drowned,  E  aaoz :  Drenchen  (2) 
V,  be  drowned,  A  3521 ;  be  overwhelmed, 
L.9919;  pr,s,  swamps,  I  363;  Dreinte, 
//. /.  (i)  drowned,  3,  72;  Dreynte, //.  j. 
drowned,  I  839;  Dreynte,  pt,  s,  (2)  was 
drowned,  B  923 ;  Dreynte,  a  pf,  pi,  were 
drowned.  T.  iv.  930;  pt,  pi,  drowned,  F 
1378 ;  Drenched,  pp,  drowned,  L.  2178 ; 
Dre3mt,  pp.  3.  148 ;  Dreynte,  pp.  as  def, 
adj.  drowned,  B  69;  Pp,pl.  HF.  m, 
Drencblnff ,  s,  drownmg.  A  2456,  B  485. 
Dreiinease,  s.  sadness;  T.  i.  70Z. 
DreiTf  adj.  sad,  E  514;  terrified,  L.  8ia 
Droeoe,  v,  direct,  14. j ;  dispose,  ^et  ready, 
T.  ii.  71 ;  prepare,  E  1049;  set  in  order, 
A  106;  V.  rtk,  address  oneself;  E  1007; 
direct  himself,  go,  A  3468 ;  direct  myself. 
R.  zio;  address  himself,  direct  himself 
{or  ptrkaps^  mount),  T.  v.  J7;  Dresse 
her.  settle  herself  L.  804;  Dresse, /^rr. 
to  direct,  B  2308 ;  ger,  rejjL  prepare  him- 
self, T.  V.  279 ;  prepare,  5.  88 ;  ft.  s.  rejl. 
raised  himself,  T.  iii.  71;  took  up  his 
station.  A  3358 ;  pp.  arrayed,  E  2361 ; 
prepared.  5. 065. 
^raye,  adj.  dry,  A  3024 ;  as  s.,  5.  380. 
>re3retb,  pr.  s.  dries  up,  drains.  I  848. 
>reynt,  -e ;  see  Drenohe. 
>ro8V08,  pi.  drugs,  A  426. 
>rogli:  seeDrawe. 
>roflrlite,  /.  drought,  A  a.  595. 
>ronkelewe,  a^'.  addicted  to  drink,  B 

a383.  C  495.  D  2043. 
>roiicrb,  pt.  s.  of  Drawe. 
>rouflrlitef  s,  thirst  <j//t),  B  2.  p  7. 44. 
>rouped,  ft.  s.  were  draggled,  A  Z07. 
>rovy,  adj.  dirtv,  muddy.  I  816. 
hnow,  -e ;  see  Drawe. 
hmerye,  s.  affection.  R.  844. 


Dru8r6re,/vr.  to  drudge,  A  1416. 

Drunken,  adj.  causing  drunkenness,  5. 
181. 

I^ry®»  g'^'  to  endure,  T.  v.  42 ;  v.  suffer, 
endure.  4.  251. 

Dryve,  v.  drive,  F  183;  hasten,  D  1694; 
whirl  round,  la  46;  pass  away,  T.  v. 
394;  dryve  away,  pass  away,  C  628; 
Diyveth  forth,  pr.  s.  continues,  goes  on 
with,  T.  i.  1092 ;  Dryfth,  pr.  s.  impels, 
T.  V.  1332 ;  Dr3fven  (the  day) ,  pr.  pi.  pass 
(the  day),  L.  2620;  Drddf, pt.  1.  drove, 
brought,  T.  v.  475;  incited,  T.  iii.  994; 
Drive,  pp.  driven,  passed  away,  T.  v. 
389 ;  completed,  F  1230. 

Duetee,  s.  duty,  A  3060;  debt,  D  1391: 
sum  due,  D  1352. 

Dulcamon,  s.  an  inexplicable  dilemma, 


one's  vrifs  end,  T.  iii.  031. 

ulle,  ger.  to  feel  dull,  T.  ii.  1035 ;  makes 

dull,  stupefies,  G  1073, 1x72;  Dulled,/^. 


made  of  none  effect,!  233. 
Dun,  adj.  swarthy,  R.  1213 ;  Donne,  pi. 

dusky,  T.  ii.  908 ;  dun-coloured.  5.  334. 
Dun,  s.  the  dun  horse,  H  q.    *  Dun  is  in 

the  mire'  is  the  name  of^^an  old  rustic 

game. 
Dunffeoun,  s.  keep-tower,  chief  castle.  L. 

^937. 

Dure,  V.  last,  endure,  A  2770;  remain,  A 

1236 ;  live,  T.  iv.  765 ;  continue,  F  836. 
Duresse,  s.  hardship,  T.  v.  399. 
Durre,  ger.  to  dare  (to  do) ,  T.  v.  840.   See 

Durren  in  Stratmann ;  and  see  Dar. 
DurrlniTt    <r>    daring,    bravery;    d.  don, 

daring  to  do,  courage  to  execute,  T.  v. 

837. 
Durste ;  see  Dar. 
Dusked,  pt.  pi.  ^rew  dim,  A  2806. 
Dwale,  s.  soporific  drink.  A  4161. 
Dwelle,  V.  remain,  A  1661 ;  tarry,  stay,  3. 

712; /*r.  to  delay,  HF.  252;  Dwelled. /j^. 

dwelt,  A  1228;  imp.s.  remain,  T.iv.  1449. 
DwelUngres,  s.pl.  delays,  B  i.  m  i.  33 

(Lat-  moras). 
Dwyned,/^.  as  adj.  dwindled,  R.  360. 
Dy,  say;  ye  vous  ay,  I  tell  you.  D  1832, 

1838. 


Dye,  V.  die.  2. 7  ;ger.  to  die,  B  114 ;  Dyde, 
pt,  s.  died,  HF.    106,  380; 
would  die,  D  965.    See  I>eye. 


106,  380;  pt.  s.  subj. 


Dyen,  ger.  to  dye,  B  4648. 

Dyere,  s.  dyer,  A  362. 

Dyinfire,  s.  death,  B  3073. 

Dyke,  v.  to  make  dikes  or  ditches,  A  536. 

Dys,  pi.  dice,  A  1238.    See  Dees. 

Dyte,  s.  ditty,  23.  i6.    See  Ditee. 

Djrverseth,  pr.  s.  varies,  T.  iii.  1752. 
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Bbbe,  1.  low  water,  F  359. 

Bbben,  v,  ebb.  T.  iv.  1145. 

Boclesiaste,  s,  minister.  A  708. 

Boh,  adj,  each.  A  39.  369. 

Bohe,  V,  increase,  augment.  T.  i.  887,  iii. 
1^09;  ^er.  enlarge,  add  to,  HF.  2065. 

Bonines,  1.  ^/.  sea-urchins.  B  3.  m  8.  20 
(Lat.  echints), 

Bchoon,  each  one.  L.  990;  A  a6s5; 
Echone.^/.  (?).  all.  every  one.  C  1x3. 

Bdifled,  pp,  built  up.  B  4.  p  6.  384. 

Bek,  adv»  also.  eke.  moreover,  A  5. 41. 

Bern,  s,  uncle.  T.  i.  loaa.    A.  S.  iam. 

Beat,  adv,  eastward.  3.  88. 

Bet,  -e ;  see  Bte. 

Bffect,  J.  deed,  reality,  T.  i  748;  result, 
HF.  y,  Theffeci  {/or  the  effect),  the 
sequel,  L.  622;  in  tfftci,  in  £u:t,  in 
reality,  in  practice,  A  319. 

Etft,  adv.  again,  A  1669;  another  time,  3. 
41. 

Bft-sone,  adv,  soon  after.  G  1388;  im- 
mediately afterwards.  I  89;  soon  after 
this.  H  65:  hereafter.  G  933;  again,  B 
909 ;  Eftsones,  adv.  very  soon,  L.  2332. 

Bflral,  odL  equal.  T.  iii.  137. 

Bflral,  adv,  equally,  T.  iv.  660. 

Bffalitee,  s,  equality,  I  949. 

Bfir&ly»  adv,  equably.  B  2.  p  4.  141 ;  im- 
partially, B  s.  p  3.  142. 

Bff  fire,  s,  edge,  sharp  side,  T.  iv.  927 ;  sword, 

Bff sreth,  pr,  s,  mates.  R.  182. 
BflrfiTOznent,  s,  instigation,  incitement,  B 

842. 
BfiTSrinffi  s,  instigation,  E  2135. 
Bffle,  s,  eagle.  HF.  499. 
Bfirre,  adJ,  sharp,  sour,  R.  217;  bitter,  B 

3367;  keen, I  117. 
Bfirremoine,  s,  agrimony,  G  8oa 
Birren,  v,  incite  (lit  niake  eager),  B  4. 

P  6.  335- 
Bifirhte,  eighth,  F  1280. 
Bigrhtetene,  eighteen,  A  3223. 
Bigrbtetetne,  ard.  adj,  eighteenth,  B  5. 
Eir,  J.  air,  A  1246,  3473. 
BSisel,  s,  vinegar.  R.  217. 
BldLO,  s,  echo,  E  1189. 
Elide,  s,  old  age.  age,  T.  ii.  393.  399;  long 

lapse  of  time,  7.  12. 
Elide,  v.  grow  old,  R.  396;  pr,  s,  ages, 

makes  old,  R.  391. 
Blder,  adJ,  older,  B  1720, 345a 
Blder-fader,  s,  grand&ther.  B  2.  p  4. 

SO. 
Bldres,  //.  ancestors,  B  3388. 


Bleooloun,  s,  choice,  5. 409, 631 ;  ekctiM 

(in  astrolo^).  B  312. 
Blende,  adj,  miserable,  B  14x2,  D  1199. 
Blevat,  pp,  elevated,  A.  iu  33. 99. 
BUf-queen,  s.  fiury-qaeen,  B  1978.  D  86a 
Bllebor,  s,  hellebore.  HelUb^rm  miger,  B 

BUes,  adv,  else,  otherwise,  3.  997;  tXkx 

god  f9rb*de,  God  forbid  it  shoold  be 

otherwise,  G  1046. 
Bloneaoioun,  s,  angular  di^tanrr.  A  -L 

25.66. 
EilviBli,  adj,  elvish,  i.  e.  absent  in  deBca- 

nour.  B  1893;  foolish,  G  751,  842. 
Bmbaaaadrye,  s,  embassy,  Degodatn, 

B233. 
Bmbaume,   v,   embalm.    U    676;  >^ 

covered  with  balm;  R.  1663. 
Bmbellf,  Oidj,  oblique,  A.  i.  ao.  3:  (as 

applied  to  angles)  acute,  A.  ii.  2&  3^ 

See  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Bmbelised,  pp,  beautified,  B  x  p  5. 75. 
Bmboeed,  pp,  plunged  deeply  into  tbe 

thicket,  quite  hidden,  3.  353. 
Bmbracinsre,  s,  embraceil  1944. 
Bmbrouded,>^.  embroidered,  adoned. 

A89. 
Bmbroudlnsro,  s,  embroidery,  1 417. 
Bmbu88henient8.//.ambu9qLdes,BiSD9> 
Bmeraude,  s,  emerald.  B  1799. 
Bmes,  ^M.  uncle's,  T.  ii.  466.    SeeBsm. 
Bmforth,  prep,  as  fiu-  as  extends,  to  the 

extent  of.  A  3335.    Ew^  is  from  K  S. 

tmn,  for  efen^  even. 
Bmlsperlee,  s,  pi.  hemispheres,  A.  L  18.9- 
Bmpeireden, //.//.  made  worse,  B  2S9. 
Bmplaetre,  %pr,pl,  plaster  over,  bedish, 

E3307. 
Bmpoisoned,  pp,  poisoned.  B  3519, 38501 
Bxnpoisoninff ,  s,  poisoning.  C  891. 
Bxnpoysoner,  s,  poisoner,  C  894. 
Exnprentlxiff,  s,  impression,  F  834. 
ESmprlnteth,  imp,  pi,  impress,  £  1199: 

Emprented,  pp,  imprinted.  F  831 ;  takes 

an  impression  of,  E  3117. 
BxnpiTse,  s,  enterprise,  undertaking.  L 

617.  1453. 
Bxnpte,  V,  empty,  make  empty,  G  741; 

pp.  as  adj.  exhausted.  B  z.  p  1. 10;  von 

out,  shrunken  (Lat  egeto)^  B  x.  m  i.  ax 
Bnbaashinge,  s,  bewilderment,  aaaie* 

ment.  B  4.  p  i.  43. 
Bnbatailled,  adj,  embattled,  R.  139. 
BnbibinfiT,  ^.  absorption.  G  814. 
Bnbrace,  v.  embrace,  hold  firmly,  ax.  11  ■ 

Enbraced./^.  surrounded,  T.  y.  i8id 
Bnbrouden,  v.  embroider.  L.  2351 :  ff- 

L.  119,  337. 
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Booens,  /.  incense.  A  2429. 

Bncense,  v,  to  offer  incense,  G  395. 413. 

Bnobantours,  pi.  wizards.  I  603. 

Bncbaufeth,  pr,  s.  bums,  B  $.  m  3. 19. 

Bncliauiiten,  v.  enchant,  T.  iv.  1395. 

Bncliesoun,  s,  occasion,  reason,  B  2783 ; 
cause.  T.  i.  68iZSt  • 

Bndos,  pp.  enclosed,  R.  138, 165a. 

Bnclyninff,  1.  inclination,  HF.  734. 

BSncomberous,  adj.  cumbersome,  op- 
pressive, burdensome,  18.  43;  HF.  869. 

Socombraunoe,  s.  encumbrance,  E 1960. 

Sncoznbre,  v.  encumber,  L.  aoo6;  pp. 
endangered,  stuck  fast,  A  508 ;  ham- 
pered, R.  889 ;  hindered,  I  687 ;  embar- 
rassed, weary,  A  718. 

BnoorporinflT,  s.  incorporation,  G  815. 

Bncrees,  s.  increase,  A  3184. 

Snorese,  v.  increase,  a.  103 ;  Encressed, 
p^,  E  408 ;  enriched,  B  1371. 

Sndamaffen,  v.  harm,  B  i.  p  4. 91 ;  pp. 
compromised.  B  i.  p  i.  73. 

UMle,  s.  end,  A  15;  purpose,  B  481; 
point,  R.  973. 

Iii<le<l,  pp.  finite.  B  3.  p  7. 113. 

bdelees,  adj.  infinite,  H  ^22. 

kMlelonCTt  adv.  all  along,  A  2678 ;  length- 
ways, A  1991. 

ndelong',  prep,  all  along,  F  992 ;  along, 

L*.  X498 ;  down  along,  F  416. 

adontin^e,  s,  indentation,  1  417.    Bn^ 

d€ni€d  or  IndenUd  is  an  heraldic  term, 

sig^nifying    notched   with    regular    and 

equal  indentations. 

acLere,  s,  cause  of  the  end,  A  2776 ;  i.  e. 

who  dost  end|  C  218. 

[Kietted,  pp.  indebted.  G  734. 

idUnflT-day,  1.  death-day,  18.  55. 

Milteznents,  s.pl.  indictments,  I  8oa 

idlanfiTf  (idv.  along,  lengthwajrs.    See 

Bndelonfir. 

idouted,   pp.   feared    (vrith    mt),    R. 

[664. 

id^te,  V.  write,  dictate,  A  95,  325 ;  en- 
lite,  compose,  write,  L.  414,  2356;  re- 
ate.  G  80;  tell,  L.  1678;  indict,  B  3858; 
^.  related,  B  3Z7a 

tciyidn^,  s.  composing,  z8. 77 ;  //.  com- 
K>sitions,  I  1085. 
Lfamyned,  pp,  starved,  L.  2429. 
r^Otettli,  pr.  s.  infects,  L.  2242. 
roz^cen,    i^er.    to    enforce,    B    2233; 
trenffthen  &our  position),  D  ^40;  t  pr. 
.   r-iF^,  insist,  T.  vr.  1016 ;  Entorcen,  pr. 
/.   sain   strengtii,  B  2355;    imp.  s.  en- 
ea.vour.  B  2237. 


istructed 


,  M  in! 
.  f  658. 


ESnforttined,  pt,  s,  endowed  with  powers, 

^4.  259. 

Bncrendre,  v,  procreate,  B  3148;  pro- 
duce, B.  2582 ;  V.  beget,  E  1272 ;  pr,  pi. 
are  produced,  B  41 13. 

Bnfirendrinffe,  s.  product,  B  2580. 

ESnfiTondrure,  1.  procreation,  B  3137; 
begetting.  $.  306;  g^eneration,  D  128, 
134;  progeny,  of&pring,  I  621;  frater- 
nity, I  375. 

Hhifflish,  s.  power  of  expression  in  Eng- 
lish, U  66. 

Bnfirresrcren,  pr.  pi.  burden,  I  979. 

Bnarsni,  s.  contrivance,  T.  iii.  274 ;  device, 
R.  511 ;  machine.  F  184;  skill,  HF.  528. 

Bnfiryned,  pp.  tortured,  racked,  B  425a 

Bnhabit,/^.  devoted,  T.  iv.  443. 

Etohsunoen,  v.  raise,  A  1434;  ger.  to 
exalt,  I  614 ;  Enhaunceth,  pr.  s.  elevates, 
1 730 ;  /'•  -f*  raised,  B  2291 ;  pp.  promoted, 
L.  141 1. 

Bnbauaed,  fp.  elevated,  lifted  above 
(the  horizon) ,  A.  ii.  26.  37. 

Bnbsuslnflr,  s.  elevation,  A.  ii.  39.  26. 

Bnhorte,  ger.  to  exhort,  A  2851. 

Bnlaoetb,  pr.  s.  entangles,  B  i.  m  4. 
23 ;  pp.  involved,  made  intricate,  B  3.  p 
8.6. 

Bnlumlne,  v.  illumine,  I  244;  pi.  s.  E 

Bnlutinff,  s.  securing  with  '  lute,'  daubing 
with  clay,  &c.,  to  exclude  air,  G  766. 

Bnoynt,  pp.  anointed,  A  2961. 

Bnpeiren,  v.  injure,  B  4.  p  3.  56. 

Bni>oy8oniiiflre,  s.  poisoning,  B  i.  p  3. 59. 

Bnprented,  pp.  imprinted,  £  2178. 

Ehipresse,  v.  make  an  impression  on, 
21.8. 

Bnquere,  v.  enquire,  A  3166;  search 
into,  B  6Qg, 

Bnquerinffe,  s.  inquiry,  B  888. 

Bnaiemiple,  s,  example,  A  496,  505 ;  pat- 
tern, 3.  9XZ ;  warning,  R.  1539;  instance, 
R.  1584;  in  e.,  to  signify,  A.  i.  21.  41; 
pi.  examples,  F  14x9 ;  cases,  A  2842. 

Bnsaumpler,  s.  prototype,  B  3.  m  9. 17. 

BSnaeierne,  s.  ensign,  standard,  R.  120a 

Bneeled,  pp.  sealed  up,  T.  v.  151 ;  fully 
granted,  T.  iv.  559. 

Bntaile,  s.  cutting,  intaglio-work,  R.  io8z ; 
Entayle,  shape,  description.  R.  162. 

Bntaile,  v.  carve,  R.  609 ;  /^.  R.  14a 

Bntalenten,  pr.  pi.  stimulate,  B  5.  p  5.  6. 

Bntame,  v.  re-open  (lit  cut  into),  i.  79. 
O.  F.  entamer. 

Bnteccbetb,  pr,  s,  infects,  B  4.  p  3.  83 ; 
pp.  endued  with  (good)  qualities,  T.  v. 
832.    O.  F.  enUchier,  entachier. 


h'eedi  3.  75a:  as  to  comun  e,,  in  f^iain 
language.  F  107. 
Bntenteden,  //.  pt,  gave  their  attention, 

Bntentif,  Bntentyf,  adj.  attentive,  HF. 

iiao;   B  2205;   eager,  R.  685;  diligent. 

R.  436;    devoted,   R.  339;    careful,   E 

1388. 
Bntentlfly.  adv,  attentively.  HF.  6x6. 
EtDtermedled,  pp.  intermixed,  R.  906. 
Bntradlle,  s.  entrails,  B  1763;  inside,  E 

1 188. 
Bntre,^^.  to  enter,  5.  147,  153.    In  A.  ii. 

44. 4,  entere  kit  —  set  down  in  writing. 
Bntrechaunsroden,  pt.  pi.  interchanged, 

exchanged,    T.    iii.     1369;    pp.    inter- 
changed, T.  iv.  1043. 
ESntrechsunfirinfires,   s.  pi.  mutations, 

B  I.  ro  5.  38;  vicissitudes  (Lat  uices), 

B  a.  m  3.  20. 
Bntreoomunen,   v.   intercommunicate, 

T.  iv.  1354. 
Bntrecomunlnire>  s.  interchange,  B  a. 

P  7.  63. 
Bntredited,  pp.  interdicted.  I  965. 
Bntree,  entry,  entrance,  R.  517,  530,  538 ; 

//.  entrances,  HF.  1945. 
Bntrelaced,  pp.  intricate,  B  3.  p  la.  166. 
Bntrexnedled,   pp.    intermmgled,    HF. 

ai24. 
Bntrexnes,  s.  intervening  course,  5. 665. 

'Entremets,     certaine     choice      dishes 

served    in    between    the    courses   of  a 

feast ; '  Cotgrave. 
Bntremette,  v.  rejl.  interfere.  D  834: 

Entremeten  (him),  meddle  with,  c.  515; 

imp,  s.  take  part  (in),  meddle  Twi***^ 
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Brrest,  a/r.  j.  wanderest,  T.  iv.  503. 

fi[8,  /.  buttocks,  A  3734.    A.  S.  tars. 

Erst,  04^;.  first,  at  nrst,  HF.  9075;  A  776; 
before,  16.  31 ;  aforetime,  R.  693;  ate,, 
first,  for  the  first  time,  B  1884,  G  151 ; 
at  last,  T.  i.  843;  e,  than,  before,  A  1566; 
long  e.  er,  long  first  before,  C  663. 

Brthes,  s,  pJ,  lands,  countries,  B  z. 
ra  5.61. 

Eschauf en,  ger,  to  bum ;  fr,  s,  chafes, 
I  657;  15^.  heated,  I  546. 

BBchanffnge,  s»  heating,  I  537;  p/,  en- 
kindlings,  I  916. 

Esohaujiffe,  s,  exchange,  A  378 ;  //.  in- 
terchangings,  HF.  697. 

Bschew,  a^/.  averse,  I  971;  Eschu.  E 

I8l3. 

BBOhewe,  v,  escape;  Eschue,  v,  avoid, 
T.  ii.  696;  A  3043;  shun,  G  4;  a/r.  //. 
eschew,  avoid,  T.  i.  344;  Eschewed,/^. 
B  4538  ;  imp,  s,  T.  ii.  zox8. 

Bee,  s.  ease.  E  317,  434;  amusement, 
delight,  A  7(68.  G  746;  do  yow  e,,  give 
you  pleasure,  6.  78 ;  wel  ai  t.,  fuUy  at 
ease,  T.  ii.  75a 

Bse,  V,  ease.  3.  556;  relieve,  L.  1704;  give 
ease  (to),  R.  316;  Esen,^^.  to  entertain, 
A  3194 ;  pp,  entertained.  A  39. 

Bsexnent,  s.  benefit,  A  4179, 4186. 

Elspace,  s,  space  of  time.  B  3319. 

ESBpeceB,  s.pi,  kinds,  varieties  (of  sin),  I 
448. 

Bsplaille,  s,  sets  of  spies,  B  3509,  D  1333. 

Bspye,  s.  spy,  T.  ii.  Z113. 

Bspye,  ger,  to  observe,  R.  795;  v,  per- 
ceive, HF.  706;  enquire  about,  B  180; 
look  about,  L  858. 

BSsBoyne,  1.  excuse,  I  164.  Mod.  E.  essoin. 

Set,  J.  east,  B  397, 493,  3657. 

D8t&l>leth,  pr,  s.  settles,  causes,  B  4.  p 

4-  5*- 
Setat,  /.  state,  condition,  L.  135;  rank, 

T.   V.  1035;   position.  E  1969;    Estaat, 

state,  condition,  rank.  B  973,  3593,  3647 ; 

way.  £  610 ;  term  of  office.  D  30i8. 
98t»tlioh,  adj,  stately,  dignified.  A  140 ; 

suitable  to  one's  estate,  B  3903. 
Sst&ttits,  s.  ordinances,  B  3.  p  i.  48. 
SstiTAiizig'e,  adj.  strange,  T.  i.  1084. 
iBtree,  pi,  inward   parts,   recesses   (of 

a   building),  L.  1715;  A  Z971;  recesses, 

R.  1448;  mterior,  A  4395. 
Ssy »  adJ,  easy,  A  333 ;  moderate,  A  441 ; 

g^entle.  5.  383. 
Jto,  V.  eat,  A  947;  Et./r.  s,  eats.  L.  1389; 

Eet.  pt.  J.  ate,  T.  v.  1439;  A  3048.  3431 ; 
E/cte,pt,  pi,  ate.  9.  11;  Ete,  pt,  pt.  3. 
433  ;  £ten,>^.  eaten,  A  4351. 


Bteme,  adf,  eternal,   A  ZX09,  Z990;  u 

eternity,  T,  iv.  078. 
Bthe,  adj,  easy,  T.  v.  8sa 
Btlk,  the  Ethics  of  Aristotle,  L.  z66. 
HIvaziflryle,  s,  gospel,  R.  445 ;  pi,  B  666. 
Bvezi,  adj,  even,  equal,  same,  HF.  zo; 

exact,  R.  Z35a 
Bvezi,    adv,   exactly,  3.  441;  evenly.   D- 

3349;  regularl3r,  R.  536;  Evene  joynant, 

closely   adjoining,   A    zo6o;   /ui  evtm^ 

actually.  3.  Z339. 
Bvezie-crlatezie,   s,  fellow-Christian,   \ 

395.  80s. 
Bven-lyK,  adj,  similar.  B  ^  p  a.  35. 
Bver,  adv,  ever,  alwavs,  A  50,  &c. ;  Ever 

in    oon.  always    alike,   continually,   T. 

V.  4CZ ;  incessantly.  A  177Z. 
Bvezich,  each,  A  zz86;   every.  A  34Z; 

each  one,  A  37Z;  every  one,  E  zozy; 

e,  of  hem,  either  of  the  two,  B  Z0Q4; 

Everich  other,  each  other,  7.  53. 
Bverlchoozi,  every  one,  A  3Z,  747 ;  each 

one,  L.  3567 ;  Everichone,  pi,  each  one 

(of  us),  HF.  337;  each  of  them  all,  all 

of  them.  T.  iii.  413. 
Ever-zxio,  adv,   for   ever,   always,  con- 
tinually, L.  z^9,  303s,  3634. 
Everydeel,  adv,  every  whit,  A  368,  D  z63 ; 

altogether,  A  3303. 
Bvldezitly,  adv,  by  observation,  A.  il  33, 

ruhric, 
EiW,  s,  yew-tree,  A  3933 ;  {coHectiveiy)  yew- 
trees.  R.  Z38S. 
Bxaltaciouzi,  s,  (astrological)  exaltation,. 

D  703,  E  3334. 
Bxaitat,  as  pp.  exalted,  D  704. 
Bxaznetiron,  s,  a  hexameter,  B  3169. 
Bzcuaascioim,  j.false  excuse,  1 680 ;  plea,. 

I  Z64. 
Bxcuse,  s, ;  for  mym  e,,  in  my  excuse,  7. 

305. 
Bzeouteth,  pr,  s,  performs,  A  1664 ;  Exe- 

cut,  pp.  executed,  T.  iii.  633. 
Bxecutour,  s,  executant,  D  doio. 
Bxeoutrice,  s.  causer,  T.  iii.  617. 
Bxercitaciouzi,  s.  exercise,  B  4.  p  6.  398.. 
Existence,  s.  reality.  HF.  a66. 
BxorslBaolouna,  pi.  exorcisms,  spells  to* 

raise  spirits,  HF.  Z363. 
Bxi>aiiB,  adj,  (calculated)  separately.  F. 

1375.    See  Anni  expansi, 
Bxpovme,  v,  explain.  B  3398.  G  86;  Ex- 

pouned,//'.J.  B3346.3399.    ^       ,         ^ 
Bxpres,  adj,  expressed,  made  clear,  D- 

Z169. 
Bxpres,  adv,  expressly,  C  z83,  D  7Z9. 
Bzpresse,/^^.  to  declare.  Z7.  $ ;  v,  relate^ 

Czos. 
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Bzpulslf ,  adj.  expellent,  A  3740. 

Bztenden,  fr.pi,  are  extended,  B  461. 

Bxtree,  j.  axle-tree,  A.  i.  14.  3. 

By,  J.  egg,  B  4035,  G  806. 

By,  inter j.  eh  I  T.  ii.  ia8 ;  alas !  T.  iv.  1087 ; 
what!  0782. 

Bye,  J.  eye;  ai  eye,  evidently,  L.  100; 
Eyen,  pi.  eyes,  i.  105;  Eyen  sight,  eye- 
sight, D  ao6a    See  Ye. 

Byed,  adj.  endowed  with  eyes,  T.  iv.  1459. 

Byle,  V,  ail,  A  3424. 

Byr,  s.  air,  HF.  954 ;  L.  1482 ;  Eir.  A  1246, 
3473 ;  Eyre,  dot.  air,  gas,  G  767. 

Byr.  5.  heir,  L.  1598,  1819. 

Bsrrish,  adj.  of  the  air,  atrial,  HF.  932, 965. 

l^se,  s.  ease,  D  2101.    See  Bse. 


Face,  s.  face,  A  199,  ^58 ;  a  technical  term 
in  astrology,  signi^ng  the  third  part 
of  a  sign  (of  the  zodiac),  ten  degrees  in 
extent,  F  50. 1288. 

Facound,  adj.  eloquent,  5.  521. 

Faoounde,  s.  eloquence,  fluency,  3. 926; 
C50. 

Faoultee,  s.  capacity,  authority,  or  dis- 
position, A  244 ;  branch  of  study.  HF. 

Fade,  adj.  &ded,  R.  3x1. 

Fader,  s.  father,  A  100 ;  Fader,  gen.  A 

781 ;  fader  day,  father's  time,  B  3374 ; 

fader  kin,  father's  race,  ancestry,  G  829 ; 

//.  ancestors,  E  61 ;  originators.  B  129. 
Fadme,//.  fathoms.  A  2916. 
Fadres-m-lawe,//.  parents-in-law,  B  2. 

P3-4a- 

Fadle,  s.  failure;  witkouten  /,  without 
fail.  2.  48 ;  sans  faille.  B  501. 

Fallen,  v.  ful,  grow  dim,  5.  85 ;  pres.part. 
Ruling,  remote,  A.  ii.  4.  30. 

Fair,  adj.  fine,  D  2253 ;  good,  excellent.  A 
IS4;  a  fair,  a  good  one.  A  165 ;  as  j..  a 
fair  thing,  excellent  thing  (sarcasti- 
cally), T.  iii.  850;  voc.  O  fiur  one  I  HF. 
518;  //.  A  234;  clean,  R.  571;  specious, 

R.  437. 
Falre,  adv.  furly,  R.  774,  798;  honestly. 

A  539;  courteously,  K.  592;  clearly,  D 

X142;  prosperously,  L.  186,  277. 
Falre,  s.  fair,  market,  B  151^. 
Falre  Rewthelees,  Fair  Unpitying  One, 

La  Belle  Dame  sans  Merci,  6.  31. 
Falmesse,  s.  beauty,  A  1098 ;  honesty  of 

life,  A  510. 
Falr-Semblaunt,  Fair-show,  R.  963. 
Faldlnff ,  s.  a  sort  of  coarse  cloth,  A  391, 

3aia- 


Fallen,  v.  happen,  T.  iv.  976;  light.  £ 
126 ;  suit.  E  259 ;  prosper,  C  186 ;  /r.  i. 
subj.  may  befiUl,  K.  798 ;  impers.  may  it 
beuUl,  L.  277 ;  pr.  s.  comes  as  by  acd- 
dent,  6.  a;  comes.  3,  706;  suffers  de^ 
pression  (an  astrological  term),  D702, 
705 ;  Falles,  pr.  s.  (Northern  form),  falk, 
A  4042;  belongs,  3.  257;  Fallen, /r. /il 
happen,  come  to  pass,  R.  20;  Fcl.  ipt.s. 
fell.  2.  15;  Fil,  //.  s.  fell.  A  84^;  hap- 
pened, L.  589, 1 162;  was  fitting.  La474: 
JU  om  slepe,  fell  asleep,  HF.  114;  jU  ^ 
kis  accord,  amed  with  him.  F  741;  lu 
fer  as  resomfi,  as  far  as  reason  exieoded. 
F  570;  Fille,  I  //.  //.  feU.  became.  D 
812;  Fillen.  >/.  pi.  fell.  B  3183.  3100; 
Fille.//.//.  HF.  l6sg',JUU  tm  spethe^ 
fell  to  talking.  F  964;  Falle.  /^.  fiUea. 
L.  1726,  1826;  happened.  A  324;  acd- 
dentally  placed.  F  684;  Falling. /nc 
//.  felling,  causing  to  £all.  T.  ii.  13^2. 

Fals,  adj.  fieUse.  3.  618 ;  fiUse  get,  cbeaaae 
contrivance.  G  1277 ;  voc.  B  4416. 


Falaen,  vJeOsify.  A  3175 ;  decetve,  U  i6«o ; 
▼.  1845:  Fa 
to.  3.  1234;  pp,  fiusified,  broken  (futb). 


betray,  T.  ▼.  1&45;  False,  v,  be  ootros 


F627. 
Falwe,  adj.  fellow,  yellowish,  HF.  1936; 

A  1364. 
Falwes,//.  fellow-ground.  D  656. 
Fame,  s.  notoriety,  A  3148 ;  rumour,  L 

1242 ;  good  report,  E  418 ;  Fames,  /^ 

rumours.  HF.  129a. 
Familer,  s.  femiliar  friend.  B  4,  p  6.  ass- 
Famtiller,  adj.  femiliar,  at  home.  A  815. 

B  X22I ;  of  one's  own  househokl.  E  vfii\ 

Famulere.  affeble.  L.  16061 
Fan,  s.  vane,  qtuntain.  H  4a. 
Fanne,  s.  fan,  A  3315. 
Fantastyk,  it^r.  belonging  to  the  feacr. 

A   1^76.     Usal  with   reference  to  tbe 

portion  of  the  brain  in  the  fromi  of  tbe 

nead. 
Fantaaye,  s.  fency,  HF.  593 ;  ddigfat.  A 

3191:  imagining,  HF.  99a;  fency.  pleas- 
ure. D  190;  imagination.  A  3^835,  ^fo: 

imaginary  object.  9.  51 :   desire,  will.  B 

347c;    Fanta^res,  //.    fencies,   F  aDs; 

wishes.  B  346$. 
Fant6ine,  s.  phantasm,  delusion.  B  1037. 
Faroed,  pp.  stufTed,  L.  1373.  . 

Fare,  j.  behaviour,  conduct.  A  1809.  B  ^ 

1453 ;  condition.  2. 62 ;  good  speed,  HF. 

682;  business,  goings-on.  T.  iiL  1106. 

bustle,  ado,  HF.  Z065 ;  company,  T.  ie. 

605 ;  tvelfare,  ill  hap.  a.  6a. 
Faren, ».  behave,  T.  iv.  1087;  dotkkrt, 

causes  to  behave  or  feel.  T.  i.  6a6;  rat,  1 
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g€r»  to  go,  travel,  T.  v.  ai,  379;  to  pro- 
ceed. A  2435 :  Fare,  i  /r.  j.  go,  G  733 ;  it 
is  with  me  (thus),  7.  390;  am,  B  1676; 
Farest.  a  fr.  s.  actest.  5.  599;  art,  HF. 
887 :  Fareth,  pr,  s,  acts,  D  1088 ;  is,  3. 
113;  happens,  HF.  271;  i  pr,pi.  live,  G 
66a;  a  /r.  pi  behave,  D  85a:  pr,  pL 
leem.  I  4x4;  Fare,  pr,  s.  subj,  may  Care, 
F  1579 :  Ferde,  i  pt,  s,  hied,  T.  ii.  1006 ; 
felt,  3. 9^  785 ;  ""**  placed,  5.  Ka ;  pt.  s. 
behaved,  A  137a ;  happened,  T.  i.  aa5 ; 
was,  R.  876;  seemed.  K.  249;  went  on, 
HF.  1532:  Ferden,  pt.  pL  behaved,  A 
Z647 :  Ferde.  pt,  s,  suhL  should  fieue,  R. 
071 :  Faien,  i^.  &red,  T.  v.  466 ;  D  1773 ; 
gone.  B  4069:  Fare,  pp.  ftired,  D  178a, 
gone,  A  2436:  walked,  L.  2909;  Ferd. 
pp.  fiired,  1.  iv.  1094;  Faringe. /»r«.//. 
MM  md^. ;  b€St  /,  best  looking,  fairest  of 
behaviour.  F  93a;  /  aright,  prosper,  T. 
i.  878;  /br  f0f/,  farewell,  B  116;  Fareth, 
tJi^.  pL  fare,  E  1688 ;  /  wel,  firewell,  T. 
V.  141a. 

TlBr8-cftrt,  s.  travelling  cart,  T.  v.  ii6a. 

Vtoe-wel,  interj,  it  is  all  over!  F  1204,  G 
907 ;  g»JfdretO€lt  be  lost  sight  of,  A.  ii.  33. 

12. 

FBTBad,  pp,  stuffed,  A  333. 

Fftsoun,  1.  fashion,  appearance,  R.  708; 
shape,  R.  551. 

Fast,  s.  fastmg,  T.  v.  37a 

Vaat,  adj.  firm,  7. 313. 

Faete,  tidv.  closely,  R.  1346;  close,  near, 
A  1478;  tight,  R.  431;  fast,  quickly,  T. 
i.  748;  at/,  very  quickly,  G  1235 ;  hard, 
sonndiv,  5.  94;  intently,  eagerly,  R. 
793 ;  putt  fy,  near  to,  A  1476 ;  /aste  by, 
close  at  hand,  3.  369. 

Faster,  mdv,  closer,  B  3733. 

Flatte,  V.  futen,  D  x88o. 

FlaiUM>n,  s,  falcon,  F  41  x,  434. 

Fauoonars,  1.//.  falconers,  F  1x96. 

Flaaiiad,  pt.  s.  fiiwned  on.  3.  389. 

Faonaa,  pi.  Fauns,  A  2928. 

Flawe,  M.  fain,  glad,  D  22a 

Flawa,  adv.  fain,  anxiously,  T.  iv.  887. 

Fla^y  1. :  see  Ftoy. 

Fayarye,  s,  troop  of  fiuries,  E  2039; 
troops  of  fairies,  D  859;  enchantment. 
E  X743;  Fairye,  fairy-land.  F  96;  en- 
chantment. F  20X ;  //.  fairies.  D  87a. 

Fayn,  tf^r'.glad.  L.  130, 1137 :  fond,  R.  1376. 

Fayn,   «<fcr.*  gladly,   A   766;    wo/de  /., 
would  be- glad  to,  E  696^ 
'         m,  s.  weakness,  T.  ii.  863 ;  I  1074. 
B,  pi,  vetches,  T.  iii.  936. 
D,  jfsrr.  to  fetch,  T.  v.  485 ;  ger,  to 
fetch,  to  be  brought  (i.  e.  absent),  T.  iii. 


609;    Fette,  2  pt.  s.  didst  fetch,  T.  iii. 

723:  pt.  s.  fetched,  L.  676;  brought,  T. 

V.  852;  //.  pt.  B  2041 ;  Fet,  //.  fetched, 

A  2527 ;  brought,  A  819 ;  brought  home, 

D  217. 
Feccmnfir,  s.  fetching,  rape,  T.  v.  890. 
Fedde,  pt.  s,  fed,  A  146. 
Foe,  J.  reward,  pay,  7.  X93 ;  Fee  simple,  an 

absolute  fee  or  fief,  not  clogged  with 

conditions,  A  319. 
Feeld,  J.  field,  A  886, 3032 ;  (in  an  heraldic 

sense).  B3573. 
Feendly,  adj.  fiendlike,  devilish.  B  751, 

783. 
Feet,  s.  performance,  E  429.    K./eat. 
Feffe,  V,  enfeoff,  endow,  present.  T.  iii. 

901;  ger,  to  present,  T.  v.  1689;  pp.  en- 
feoffed, put  in  possession,  endowed,  E 

1698. 
Fel,  s.  skin,  T.  L  9X. 
Fel,  adj.  dreadful.  T.  v.  50 ;  cruel.  A  2630 ; 

deadly.  D  2002;  terrible,  B  2019;  Felle. 

vtic.  cruel,  A  1559 ;  destructive,  T.  iv.  44. 
Felawe,  s.  companion,  comrade,  A  395, 

648. 
Felaweshipe,  s.  partnership,  A   1626; 

cnmpanionship.  B  2749 ;  company,  A  26. 
Felawshlpeth,  pr.  s.  accompanies,  B  4. 

m  I.  12. 
Fold.  pp.  P/ Felle. 
Feldefare,  s.  field-fare,  5. 364 ;  T.  iii.  861 ; 

farewel  /.,  i.  e.  fiirewell,  and  a  good  rid- 
dance;  because  fieldfares  depart  when 

the  warm  weather  comes. 
Felden,  ft.  pi.  ^/Felle. 
Fele,  adj.  many,  R.  189;  E  917. 
Felen,  v.  feel,  experience,  L  692;   Fele, 

understand    by    experiment,    HF.   826; 

try  to  find  out,  T.  li.  387 ;  Felte,  i  /»/.  s. 

4.  2x7 ;  Felede,  pt.  s.  G  521 ;  Feled,  pp. 

perceived,  T.  iv.  984. 
Fele-folde,  adj.  manifold,  B  2.  p  i.  16. 
FeliniT*  -f*  affection,  3.  1x72. 
Felle,  //.  and  voc.  s.  o/Fe\,  adj. 
Felle,  V.  fell,  A  1702:  Felden,  ^/.^/.  caused 

to  fall,  R.  9x1;    Feld,  pp.  cut  down,  A 

F^len,  pt.  pi.  happened,  T.  i.  134.    See 

Fallen. 
Felliche,  adj.  bitingly,  severely,  B  a.  m 

3.  13- 

Felnesae,  s.  fierceness,  B  x.  m  6.  ix. 

Feloxi,  adj.  anery,  T.  v.  109. 

Felonous,  adj.  fierce,  wicked,  B  x.  m  4. 
i^;  mischievous,  1  438. 

Feloxiye,  s.  injustice,  B  4.  p  6. 278;  crime, 
A  1996;  treacher)',  R.  165,  978:  pi.  in- 
iquities, I  281. 
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Femele,  adj.  female.  D  122. 1  961. 
Feminlnltee»  s.  feminine  form,  B  36a 
Pen»  s.  chapter  or  subdivision   of  Avi- 

cenna's  book  called  the  Canon,  C  89a 
Penel,  s.  fennel,  R.  731. 
Feniz,  J.  phoenix.  3.  98X 
Fer,  adj,  far,  A  388,  491 ;  Ferrc,  def  A 

3393. 
Fer,  adv,  far,  B  1781 ;  Fer  ne  ner,  neither 

later  nor  sooner,  A  1850;  how/,  so,  how- 
ever £ar,  5.  440. 
Ferd,  s.  dot.  tear,  T.  iv.  607.    (Always  in 

phr.y&r/Srrrf,  ox /or  ferd*,) 
Ferd,  pp.  o/Fere,  v. 
Ferd,  -e ;  see  Faren,  v. 
Fere.  s.  dot.  fear,  B  3^;  panic,  HF.  174. 
Fere,  s.  coinpanion.jL  969 ;  mate,  5. 410, 

416 ;  wife,  T.  iv.  791 ;  pi,  companions,  T. 

i.  224. 
Fere,  s,  dot.  fire,  T.  iii.  978. 
Fere,  v.  frighten.  T.  iv.  1483;  Fered,/^. 

afraid,  G  924 ;  Ferd,  pp,  afraid,  T.  ii.  124. 
Ferforth,  adv,  fiar ;  as/,  as,  as  far  as.  T. 

iv.  891;    as  long  as,  T.  i.  121;  so  /,  to 

such  a  degree,  i.  170;  thus  /.,  thus  far, 

T.  ii.  060. 
Ferforthly,  adv,  thoroughly ;    so  /,  to 

such  an  extent,  A  960;   so  far.  L.  682; 


450. 


as/,  as  completely.  D  1545. 
Ferfulleste,  most  timid,  T.  ii. 
Ferly,  adj.  strange.  A  4173. 
Fermaoies,  pi,  remedies,  A  2713. 
Ferme,  adj.  firm.  E.  6^. 
Femxe,  imp.  s,  make  firm,  B  i.  ro  5.  61 

(Lat.y^rwra). 
Ferme,  s.  rent,  A  252  b. 
Fermely,  adv.  firmly »  T.  iii.  1488. 
Femxerere,  s,  fiiar  in  charge  of  an  infirm- 
ary. D  1859. 
Fermour,  s,  farmer  of  taxes,  L.  378. 
Fern,  adv.  long  ago ;    so  /em  =  so  long 

ago,  F  256. 
Fem-assnen,  s,  pi.  ashes  produced  by 

burning  ferns,  F  254. 
Feme,  pi,  0/  Ferren,   distant,  remote. 

A  14. 
Feme ;  /yere,  last  year.  T.  v.  1176. 
Ferre,  adj.  de/  distant,  A  3393. 
Ferre,    comp.    adv.    farther,    HF.    600; 

Ferrer,  A  835. 
Ferreste,  superl.pl.  farthest,  A  494. 
Fers,  s,  queen  (at  chess),  3.  654,  655; 

Ferses.  fl.  the  pieces  at  chess,  3.  723. 
Fers,  adj.  fierce,  T.  i.  225 ;  voc.  7.  1. 
Fersly,  adv.  fiercely,  T.  iii.  1760. 
Ferthe,  fourth,  T.  iv.  26,  v.  476. 
Ferther,  adi,  farther,  B  1686,  E  2226. 
Ferther,  aav,  further,  1. 148,  3. 1254. 


Ferther-over,  conj,  moreover,  A.  iL  26^ 

FerthlniTf  s,  farthing,  D  1967;  a  very 
small  portion,  A  134. 

Fery,  adi,  fiery,  T.  lii.  i6oa 

Feat,  s.  fist,  A  4275,  C  802. 

Feste,  s,  feast,  festival,  A  883,  B  418 ;  to 
/.,  to  the  feast,  B  380;  encouragement. 
T.  ii.  361 ;  merriment,  T.  ii.  421 ;  Maketh 
feste,  flatters.  3.  638;  //.  tokens  of 
pleasure,  T.  v.  1429. 

Festeth,  pr,  s.  feasts.  A  2193. 

Festeyinge,  pres.  part,  feasting,  enter- 
taining. F  345. 

Festesmiffe,  s,  festivitv.  T.  v.  455. 

Festllch,  adj.  fond  of  feasts,  F  281. 

Featne,  ivr.  to  fasten.  A  195. 

Fet;  seeFecchen. 

Fete,  dot.  pi.  feet.  3.  199.  400,  502. 

Fether,  s,  wing,  A  2144. 

Fetls,   adj.  neat,  well-roade.  handsome. 

A  157:  K.; - 

ful,  C  478. 


.  776 ;  splendid,  R.  1133 ;  grace^ 


Fetisly ,  adv,  elegantly.  A  124, 273 ;  neathr, 
trimly,    A    3205.    3319:    exquisitely,  R. 

Fette ;  see  Feochen. 
Fetys,  a'dj,  well-made.  R.  532 ;  handsome. 
R.    821;    splendid.    R.   1133;    gracefai. 

C478. 
Fetysly,  adv.  exquisitely,  neatly.  R.  1235. 
Fey,  s,  faith.  A  1126. 3284;  fidelity.  L.77*- 
Feyn,  adj.  glad,  7.  315. 
Feyne,  v.  feign,  pretend,  A  736;  speak 

falsely,  2.  4;  /eyne  us^  faign,  pretend. 

B  351 ;  Feigne,  who-so  f.  may,  let  him. 

who  can,  pretend,  B  3.  p  la  93. 
Fesmest,  adv.  most  gladly.  ^  4i8a 
Feyning,  s.  pretendmg,  cajolery,  F  556; 

pretence,  fieigning,  L,  1556. 
Fesmt,  adj.  feigned,  R.  433. 
Feynteet,  2/r.  s,  enfeeblest,  B  926. 
Floohen,  ger.  to  fix,  B  5.  m  4. 18. 
Flers,  adj,  fierce,  A  1598 ;  proud.  R.  148a. 
Fifte,  fifth,  R.  962. 982:  16.  9. 
Flgree,  pi,  fig-trees,  R.  1364. 
Flffhten,  v,  fight.  L.  1996:  Fight,  fr,  x. 

fights,  5.  103;    Faught,  pt.  s.  fought.  A 

399 ;  Foughten.  >^.  A  6a. 
FigTure,  s,  shape,  16. 27 ;  form  (as  a  man), 

B  3412 ;  figure,  i.  94 ;  figure  (of  speech). 

A  499 ;  Figure,  type,  i.  169 ;  //.  figures 

(of  speech),  E  16;  markings,  A.  pr.  75. 
FiflTurlngre,  s.  form,  L.  998;  figure.  G  96. 
Fll,  pt.  s,  ^Fallen. 
Flld,/^.filled.  5.610. 
Flnoh,  s,  finch  (bird),  R.  915;  pi^U  s 

finch,  pluck  a  dupe,  A  652. 
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Vliide,  V.  find,   z.  73;    A   648:    invent, 

A  736;  /»r.  to  provide  for,  C  537;  Fint, 

fr,  J.  &ids,  G  3i8 ;  Fynt,  pr.  s.  L.  1499 ; 

rondj^.  s.  discovered,  A  2445;  found 

out,  T;  L  659;    provided  for.  B  4019; 

Fonde,//.  s.  subj,  could  find,  5.  374;  //. 

found,   £    Z46;    Founden,   pp,   found, 

B  6ia;  provided,  B  243. 
FindlniTt  ^.provision,  A  3220. 
Fint,  fr,  s,  nnds,  G  218. 
Flrre,  s,  fir-tree.  A  2921. 
PiXBta,  ad;,  def.  first,  3.  1166;  my  Jirsie, 

my  first  nsuration.  F  75 ;  with  thi  JSrste, 

vrry  soon,  T.  iv.  ^. 
Pish,  J.  the  sign  Pisces.  F  273. 
Fit,  1.  a  'fyt    or  'passus,*  a  portion  of 

a  song,  B  9078 ;  bout,  turn,  A  4184. 
Fithele,  1.  fiddle,  A  296. 
Fixe,  pp.  at  ad/,  fixed,  T.  i.  298 ;  solidified, 

G779. 


Flambe,  1.  flame,  I  3^3. 
FlAtOUr,  1.  flatterer.  B  45x5. 
Flauxnbe,  s.  flame.  HF.  769. 


Fl»yn,>>^.  flayed.  I  425. 

Fledde,  fi.  J.  fled,  avoided.  B  3445.  3874; 

Fledde  herself,  took  refuge.  L.  1225. 
Flae  (l),  V.  fly,  F  503;  Uet  Jlee,  let  fly, 

A  3806;  Fleigh.  pt,  s.   flew.  HF.  921, 

2087 ;  Flev,  pt.  s.  B  4362 ;  Flowen,  pt.  pi, 

flew.  B  4581 ;  pp.  flown.  HF.  005. 
Flaen  (2),  v.  escape.  A  1170 ;  flee,  L.  1307. 

209o;  Fleeth,  fff^.//.  4.6;  Fleigh,//.  s. 

fled.  B  3879. 
Fleen,  s.pi,  fleas.  H  17. 
Flees,  s.  fleece,  L.  1428. 1647. 
Flast,  pr.  s.  floats.  B  463. 
Flskksd,  pp.  spotted,  E  1848.  G  565. 
Flemen,  ^«r.  to  banish.  T.  ii.  852;/r.  j. 

H  182;  pp.  banished.  G  58. 
Flemsr,  ^.banisher,  driver  away,  B  4j3a 
Fleminffe,  s.  banishment,  flight.  T.  iii. 

Fton,  pr.  ph  fly,  T.  iv.  1356. 

Flesmy,  adv.  carnally,  B  1775. 

Flete,  V.  float,  bathe.  T.  iii.  1971 ;  i  pr.  s, 
mkf.  may  float.  A  2397 ;  Fleteth.  pr.  s. 
floats,  B  901 ;  flows,  abounds  (Lat.  in- 
/Mtf).  B  z.  m  2.  28;  Fleet. /r.  J.  floats, 
B  463:  pr^.  pt.  floating.  A  1956;  Flet- 
iiiCe,/r#j. ^.  flowing.  B  i.  p  3.  78  (Lat 
itmpJimie). 

Flex,  1.  flax.  A  676. 

Flsy,  pf.  s.  flew,  B  4362. 

FUkered,  pi.  s.  fluttered,  T.  iv.  1221 ; 
pres.  pt.  pt.  fluttering.  A  1962. 

Flitte,  V.  pass  away,  I  368 ;  /^.  removed, 
T.  T.  1544;  prts.pt.  unimportant,  3.  801. 

Flo,  i.  arrow,  H  S1A4. 


Flokmele.  adv.  in  a  flock,  in  a  great 

number,  £  86. 
Flood,  s.  flood-tide,  F  259;  on  a  Jl.,  in 

a  state  of  flood,  T.  iii.  640. 
Flori88liixiireB,j»/.  florid  ornaments,  HF. 

X301. 
Florouns,  s.pi.  florets,  L.  217,  220. 
Floteren,  pr.  pi.  fluctuate,  waver,  B  3. 

p  11.227. 
Plotery,  adj.  fluttering,  wavy,  A  2883. 
Flouffh,  apt.  s.  didst  fly,  B  4421. 
Flour,  J.  (I)  flower.  L.  48;  0/  alie Jloures 

four,  flower  of  all  flowers.  1.  4 ;  flower, 

j.  e.  choice.  A  41^4 ;  choice  part.  A  982 ; 

time  of  flourishmg,  A  3048:    (2)  flour. 

R.  356. 
Flour-de-lys,  s.  fleur-de-lis,  lily.  A  238. 
Floureth,  pr.  s.  flourishes.  T.  iv.  1577 ; 

blooms.  7.  306. 
Flourettes,  s.pl.  flowerets,  buds.  R.  891. 
Floury,  adj.  flowery,  3.  398. 
Floute,  s.  flute,  HF.  1223. 
Floutours,  p/.  flute-players,  R.  763. 
Flowen,  pt.  pi.  and  pp.  of  Flee  (1). 
Fl07tinffe,/r#j.//.  playing  on  the  flute. 

A  91. 
Fneaeth,  pr.  s.  breathes  heavily,  puffs, 

snorts,  H  62. 
Fo,  s.  foe,  enemy,  B  1748;   Foo.  A  63; 

Foon,  pi.  B  3896:  Foos.//.  B  216a 
Fode,  s.  food.  D  1881.  I  137. 
Foisoun,  s.  plenty,  abuncbnce.  R.  1359. 
Folde,  s.  fold,  sheepfold.  A  512. 
Folden,  pp.  folded.  T.  iv.  359. 1247. 
Foled,  j^.  foaled,  bom.  D  1545. 
FolUy,  adv.  foolishly,  B  2639. 
Folk,  i.  folk,  people.  A  12.  25 ;  sort,  com- 
pany, 5.  524 ;  /I.  companies,  5.  278. 
Folowed  wel,  followed  as  a  matter  of 

course,  3.  1012;  Folweth.  imp.  pi.  imi- 
tate. E  X189. 
Foljr,  adv.  foolishly,  3.  874. 
Folye,  s.  folly,  foolishness,  A  3045. 
Folyen,  pr.  pi.  act  foolishly.  B  3.  p  2. 

xoo. 
Fornen,  p/.  foe-men.  T.  iv.  42. 
Foxny,  adj.  foaming,  covered  with  foam, 

A  2506. 
Fond :  pf.  s.  of  Finde. 
Fonde,  v.  endeavour.  R.  1^84 ;  v.  attempt, 

try.  E  283 ;  try  to  persuadfe,  B  347. 
Fonde,//.  s.  subj.  could  find.  5.  374. 
Fonflre,  v.  receive.  B  377. 
Fonne,  s.  fool  (Northern).  A  4089. 
Font-ful  water,  fontful  of  water,  B  357. 
Fontstoon,  s.  font,  B  723. 
Foo ;  see  Fo. 
Foo,  i.  foo',  for  foot.  A  3781. 
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Fool,  adj,  foolish,  silly,  R.  1253. 

Fool,  s.  fool,  A  3005 ;  jester,  B  3971 ;  pL 
wicked  persons,  £  2278. 

Fool-larire,  adJ,  foolishly  liberal,  B  2789, 
281a 

Fool-larirease,  j.  foolish  liberality.  1  813. 

Foom,  /.  foam,  A  1659,  G  564. 

Foo-znen.  s.  //.  foes,  B  3255, 3507. 

Foon,  FooB ;  see  Fo. 

Foot,  asp/,  feet.  A  4124. 

Foot-brede,  j.  foot-breadth,  HF.  204a. 

Foot-hot,  adv,  instantly,  on  the  spot, 
B438. 

Foot-mantel,  s.  foot-doth, '  safieguard.'  to 
cover  the  skirt,  A  472. 

For f  prep,  for,  A  486,  ftc;  in  respect  o^ 
5*  336;  by  reason  of,  R.  1564;  for  the 
sake  of,  B  4.  p  6.  190 ;  fir  wu,  by  my 
means,  T.  ii.  134 ;  /br  wkick,  wherefore, 
F  152c;  against,  to  prevent,  in  order 
to  avoid,  L.  231 ;  fir  feeling,  to  prevent 
fieulure,  T.  i.  926 ;  tn  spite  of,  C  I2p ;  fir 
al,  notwithstanding,  A  2020;  fir  my 
dethi,  were  1  to  die  for  it,  4.  186;  iS9 
have  fir  excused,  to  excuse,  A.  pr.  31. 

For,  ctmj,  for,  A  126,  &c ;  because,  3. 735, 
789 ;  in  order  that,  B  478,  F  102. 

For  to,  with  infii,  in  order  to,  to,  A  13, 
78.  &c. 

Fori&ffCK  s,  provision  of  fodder,  E  1422; 
food,  B  1973;  winter-food,  as  hay,  &c., 
A  3868. 

For-oede,  v.  forbid,  T.  iii.  467;  For- 
bedeth,  pr,  s,  B  2774 ;  Forbet,  fir  For- 
bedeth,/r.  s.  forbids,  T.  ii.  717;  sm  phr. 

g>dt,  or  Crist  t  =  God  forbid,  Christ 
rbid,  T.  ii.   113,  716;    Forbad,  pt.  s, 

Em;  Forbode.  pp.  forbidden,  E  2906. 
Forbere,  v.  forbear  (to  mention),  A  885; 

leave  (him)  alone.  D  665 ;  spare,  A  3168 ; 

little  consider,  T.  ii.  1660;  Forbar,  pt. 

s.  forbare,  T.  i.  437 ;  iw^.  pi,  forgive.  L. 

8a 
For-blak,  ad/,  extremely  black.  A  2144. 
Forbode,  s,  prohibition ;  goddes  firbode, 

it  is  God's  prohibition  (i.  e.  God  forbid), 

L.  10  a, 
Forbrak,  i  //.  s,  broke  off,  interrupted, 

B4.PI.7. 
For.bm8ed,  pp,  badly  bruised,  B  3804. 
Forby,  adv,  by.  past,  L  2539. 
Forbyse,  ger,  to  instruct  by  examples.  T. 

ii.  139a    (A  false  form;  (or firbistie(n) , 

the  former  n  being  dropped  by  confusion 

with  that  in  the  suffix.) 
Force;  seeFors. 
ForcraccheQ,^/r.  to  scratch  excessively, 

R.  3a3- 


Forcuttetb,  pr,  s,  cots  to  pieces,  H  34& 

For-do,  V.  destroy.  '  do  for,  T.  L  238,  iv. 
1681 ;  For-dide.//.  s,  slew.  L.  2557 ;  For- 
doon,  pp,  overcome,  vanquished,  T.  i 
525;  rumed.  T.  v.  1687;  destroyed.  H 
290;  slain,  L.939. 

Fordriven,  pp,  driven  about,  B  i.  p  3.71. 

For-dronken,  pp,  extremely  drunk.  A 
3120. 4150. 

Fordrye,    ad/,  very  dry,  withered  op. 

ForSwyned,  adj,  shrunken,  R.  3661 
Fore,  s,  path,   trace    of  steps.  D  no; 
course,  track,  D  1935.    A.  S,/or, 


Foreyne,  adj,  extraneous,  B  3.  p  3. 73. 
Foreyne,  s,  outer   chamber  («r 
yard?).  L.  1962. 


Forfered,  pp,  exceedingly   afrakl;  >r- 

fired  «>/=  very  afraid  for,  F  527. 
Forfeted,//.  s,  did  wrong.  I  273. 
Forsraf ,  //.  s,  of  Foryeve. 
Forarat,  //.  5.  of  Foryete. 
Forirl^,  s,  forgiveness.  L.  1853. 
For-ffO,  pp,  overwalked.  exbansted  «i& 

walking,  HF.  115. 
ForflTon,  V^>  to  give  up,  forego,  {better 

fo«'go) .  1^  iv- 195 ;  iosc,  R.  1473 ;  Foigooa. 

//.  lost.  B  2x83. 
Forheed,  s.  forehead,  R.  860;  Forheved. 

B  z.  p  4. 139. 
For-hoor,  adj,  very  hoaiy.  R.  356. 
Forkerveth,  pr.  s,  hews  in  pieces.  H  34a 
Forlaft,  «^.  abandoned.  C  83. 
Forleaetn,  pr,  s,  loses.  I  789^    See  For- 

lorn. 
For-leten,  v,  abandon,  give  up.  C  864; 

yield  up,  B  1848;    Forlete,  pr,  pL  for- 
sake,  1    ov,    Forleten,  pp,  abandoned. 

given  up,  HF.  694. 
Forllven,  v,  degenerate,  B  3.  p  6.  56; 

Forlived,/^.  as  adj,  degenerate,  ignobk, 

B  3.  m  6. 13. 
Forlorn,  pp,  utterly  lost,  L.  2663.    See 

Forlese. 
Forlost,  pp,  utterly  lost,  T.  iiL  aOa 
Forloyn,  s,  note  on  a  horn  for  recall.  3. 

386. 
Forme,  s.  form.  A  305;  form,  lair  (of 

a  hare).  B  1294. 
Forme-fader,  s,  fore-6uher,  first  fiitber. 

B2293. 
Formel,  s,  companion  (said  of  birds). 

5-  371.  373- 
Formely,  adv.  formally,  T.  iv.  497. 
Former,  s.  Creator.  C  19. 
Former  acre,  the  Golden  Age  of  old.  9.  x 
Formest,  adj,  sup,  foremost.  3.  89a 
Fom-oast,  pp,  premeditated.  B  4407. 
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Forneys,  s.  furnace,  A  aoo,  5^9. 

For-old,  ad;,  extremely  old,  A  2124. 

Forpami»rad,>^.  exceedingly  pampered, 
spoilt  by  pampering,  9. 5. 

For-pynMl,  ff.  wasted  away  (by  torment 
or  pine)  ^  A  aoK. 

FoTB,  s.  force,  A  2733 ;  mofors,  no  matter, 
no  consequence,  A  3733, 13983:  no  force, 
no  matter.  18.  53:  no  ftrs  tr,  it  is  no 
matter,  T.  ir.  322 ;  no  force  of  no  matter 
for,  10.  13 ;  no  fbrs  of  me,  no  matter 
about  me,  4.  197 ;  thereof  no  fors,  never 
mind  that,  3.  1170;  make  no  for s,  pay 
no  heed,  H  68 ;  /  ifo  nofors,  I  care  not, 
D  1354 :  /  do  no  for s  thereof  it  is  nothing 
to  me.  X.  543;  ioth  mo  for s,  takes  no  ac- 
count, I  711 :  what  fbrs,  what  matter, 
T.U.378. 

Forsake,  v.  deny,  B  i.  p  4.  164:  leave. 
B  343X ;  Forsook,//,  s,  forsook,  R.  1538 ; 
Forsaken,  pp,  R.  1498 ;  imp,  pi.  give  up. 
C386. 

Forseld,  pp,  as  adj.  aforesaid,  5. 13a 

Forseinips,  s.  prevision.  T.  iv.  989. 

Forshapen,  pp,  metamorphosed.  T.  ii.  66. 

For-shrigrht,  pp,  exhausted  with  shriek- 
ing, T.  iv.  11^7. 

For-slirtit,  s,  foresight,  T.  iv.  961. 

ror-sleuthen,  v,  waste  in  sloth.  B  4386. 

Forsleweth,  pr.  s,  wastes  idly,  I  685. 

ForsluflTffStti,  pr,  s.  spoils,  allows  (goods) 
to  spwil,  I  685. 

Forsonffen,  pp,  tired  out  with  singing, 
R.  664. 

Forster,  s,  forester,  A  1x7. 

rorstraufirht,  pp.  distracted.  B  1395. 

Forswor  him,  pt.  s.  was  forsworn,  HF. 
389;  Forswore,/^,  falsely  sworn  by.  L. 
3533;  Forsworn,  forsworn.  L.  927. 

Forth,  adv,  forth,  on.  further,  onward,  5. 
97:  D  1569.  F  604,  605,  964;  forward. 
HF.  3061;  out,  5.  353-.  continually.  F 
1081;  away.  T.  i.  118:  still.  4.  148:  tha 
/,  thenceforth,  T.  L  1076  :/ortA  to  tove, 
i.  e.  they  proceed  to  love.  T.  ii.  788. 

Forther.  adv,  more  forward,  A  4333; 
Further,  (go)  further,  A  41 17. 

Fortheren,^/r.  to  further.  T.  v.  170^. 

Fortherinff,  s.  furtherance,  aid.  L.  69  a. 

FOrther-moor,  adv.  further  on.  A  9069 ; 
Forthermorc,  moreover.  C  357. 

Forther-over,  adv,  moreover.  C  648. 

Forthest,  adj.  and  adv.  furthest,  B  4.  p  6. 
X36. 

For-thlnke.  v.  seem  amiss,  (or  here)  seem 
serious,  T.  ii.  1414 ;  pr.  $.  imfers.  seems 
a  pity  (to  me).  E  1906;  Forthoughte. 
pt,  s.  subj,  should  displease,  R.  167 1. 


Forthren,  ger,  to  further,  help,  assist, 
L.  71,  47a.  1618;  ger.  to  further.  T.  v. 

Fortn-riflrht,  adv.  straightforwardly, 
straightforward,  R.  395;   F  1503. 

Forthward,  adv,  forwards,  B  363.  F  1169. 

For-thy,  adv,  therefore,  on  that  account, 
A  1841,  4031. 

Fortroden,  pp.  trodden   under  foot,   I 
I       190. 
I  Fortuit,  adj.  fortuitous.  B  5.  p  x.  91. 

Fortuna  maior,  a  name  for  the  auspicious 
planet  Jupiter,  T.  iii.  1430.  (Or  else, 
a  cluster  of  stars  near  the  beginning  of 
Pisces ;  cf.  Dante,  Fvrg.  xix.  4.) 

Fortunel,  adj.  accidental,  B  5.  m  i.  16. 

Fortunen,  v.  to  give  (good  or  bad) 
fortune  to,  A  417;  Fortunest,  3  pr.  s. 
renderest  lucky  or  unlucky,  A  2377 ;  pt, 
pi.  happened,  chanced.  3.  388;  ^.  en- 
dowed by  fortune,  4. 180. 

Fortunous,  adj.  fortuitous,  accidental. 
B  I.  p  6.  9. 

For- waked,  pp,  tired  out  with  watching. 
3. 136;  B596. 

Forward,  adv.  foremost;  j(rst  and  /, 
first  of  all,  B  3431. 

Forward,  s.  agreement,  covenant.  A  33. 
839. 

Forwelked,  adj.  withered,  wrinkled, 
deeply  lined,  R.  361. 

Forweped,  pp.  weary,  exhausted  through 
weeping,^.  126. 

Forwered,  pp.  worn  out.  R.  235. 

For-wery,  adj.  very  tired,  5.  93. 

Forwes,  pt.  furrows,  9. 12. 

For-why,  cotn.  for  what  reason,  T.  iii. 
1009 ;  whererore,  why,  HF.  20 ;  because, 
3.  461,  793. 

For-witer,  s.  foreknower,  B  5.  p  6.  329. 

Forwitinir,  J.  foreknowledge.  B  4433. 

For-wot,  pr.  s.  foreknows,  foresees.  HF. 

45- 
Forwrapped,  pp.  wrapped  up,  C  718; 

concealed.  I  320. 
For-yede,  //.  s.  gave  up.  T.  it  1330. 
Foryelde,  v.  yield  in  return,  requite.  E 

831. 
Foryetehiesse.  s.  forgetfiilncss.  I  827. 
Forysten,  v.  forget,  'I*,  iii.  w;j»r.  r,  for- 
gets, T.  ii.  375 ;    Forget,  for  Forgttcth. 

pr.  J.   forgets.   R.  61;    Forgat.   i  //.  s. 

forgot,  C  919;  For-yat,  pt.  s.  T.  v.  15^5 ; 

For-ycten,  pp.  forgotten,  A  2021;    hor- 

getfn.pp.  B  2602. 
Foryetrul,  adj.  forgetful.  E  472. 
Foryeting'e.  s.  forgctfulness.  B  2.  p  7.  98. 
Forysve.  v.  forgive,  B  994 ;  F'oryaf.  pf.  ». 
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forgave.  T.  iii.  1199,  1577;  Foigaf,  //.  s. 

L.  162;  Foryeve, //. //.  L.  1848;   For- 

ycven,/^.  forgiven,  T.  ii.  595. 
Foryifnesse,  s.  forgiveness,  B  9963. 
FoBtreth,   /r.    s,    cherishes,    £    1387; 

Fostred,  //.    s,    nourished,    fed,    kept, 

E  aaa,  H  131 ;  /^.  nurtured,  nourished. 

C210. 
FoBtrlnff ,  J.  nourishment,  D  1845. 
Fote,  J.  foot,  short  distance.  F  1177 :  <^* 

L.  371 X :  Aim  to  /,  at  his  foot,  L.  13x4! 

oh/„  on  foot,  F  390. 
Fotner,  s.  load,  properly  a  cart-load.  A 

530;  great  quantity.  A  1908. 
Fot-hoot,   adv,  hastily,  immediately,  3. 

375- 
Foudre,  s,  thunderbolt.  HF.  535. 
Fouffhten,/^.  fought.  A  69. 
Foul,  J.  bird,  F  149;  pi.  birds,  L.  37.  130. 
Foule,  adv,  vilely,  D  1069;  foully,  k,  6a\ ; 

5.  517;  evilly,  A  ^pao;  shamemlly,  L. 

1307:   hideously,  D  1083;   meanly,  R. 

1061. 
Fouler,  adj,  comp.  uglier,  D  999. 
Fouler,  s,  fowler,  L.  132. 
Founds  (i)./w.  to  found.  T.  1 1065. 
Founds  (3).  V.  seek  after.  7.  341 ;  i  pr.  s, 

try,  endeavour.  7.  47. 
Foundement,  s,  foundation.  HF.  1133. 
Foundred,  pt.  s,  foundered,  stumbled, 

A  2687. 
Founes,  j.  //.  £awns,  3.  499;    Fownes 

{mefaphorictUfy) ,  young  desires.  T.  i. 465. 
Foumeya,  s.  furnace,  B  33^. 
Fourtenlflrbt,    fourteen   nights,  a  fort- 
night, T.  iv.  1397. 
Fowel,  s.  bird.  A  190.  3437. 
Foyne,  pt,  s.  imp,  let  him  thrust,  A  9550; 

pr.  s,  A  9615 ;  pr,  pi  A  1654. 
Foyson,  s.  sfbundance,  plenty,  A  3165. 
Fraknes,//.  freckles.  A  3169. 
Frame,  ^/r.  to  put  together,  build.  T.  iii. 

530- 

Franchyse,  s,  liberality,  E  1987;  noble- 
ness. F  1534 ;  privilege,  I  453. 

Frankeleyn,  s,  fraxudin,  freeholder,  A 

331- 
Frankee,  //.  franks,  B  137X,  1377. 
Frape.   j.  company,  pack.  T.   iii  4za 

O.  F.  fra/e,  troop. 
Fraugrnt,  /p.  freighted.  B  X7X ;  Aon  dow 

fr,,  have  causedjto  be  freighted. 
Frayneth,  pr,  j.\)rays,  beseeches,  B  X79a 
Free,  adj,  liberal,  generous.  B  1366,  X854 ; 

bounteous,  liberal.  3.  484 ;  noble,  beau- 

^^\  C  35 ;  profrise,  lavish,  A  4387 ;  as 

s.  noble  one,  6.  X04. 
Freedom,  1.  liberality.  L.  1x37. 


Freele,  ad/,  frail,  fragile.  I  X078. 

Freend.  s,  friend.  A  67a 

Freendllch,  ad/,  friendly,  A  968a 

Freletee,  s,  frailty.  C  78,  D  9a. 

Freznede,  adf.  foreign ;  Fremed  {^/bre  a 
vfftoe/),  strange,  wild;  fremed  and  tame, 
wild  and  tame,  every  one.  T.  iii.  539: 
Fremde,  foreign.  F  499.    A.  ^frewude. 

Frenesye,  s,  madness,  D  2909. 

Frenetyk,  adj,  frantic.  T.  v.  906. 

Frenffes,  pi,  fringes.  D  1383 ;  borderings, 
HF.  13x8. 

Frere.  i,  friar,  A  308.  D  899. 

Freashe,  cLdv,  newly.  L.  904. 

Fresshe,  v,  refresh.  R.  1513. 

Fret,  s.  ornament.  L.  3x5.  395, 998. 

Freten,  v,  eat  (governed  ^  s^^iglt)*  A 
90x9 :  pr,  s,  devours,  R.  387 ;  //L  pi  coo- 
sumed.  D  56X;  Freten.  pp,  eaten.  d»- 
voured.  A  9068 ;  Frete,  pp.  B  475. 

Fretted, /y.  adorned,  set.  L.  11x7. 

Freyne,  v.  ask.  question.  T.  v.  1237 ;  pt  s. 

B  3033;  ^.0433. 
JrrOjPrep,  frx>m,  A  44;  out  of.  4.^:  t^ 

and  fro,  L.  3^8,  347X. 
Froff ffOB,  pi  frogs.  R.  X4xa 
From,  prep,  from.  A  X38 ;  apart  from.  T. 

iv.  766 ;  Dt>m  the  time  that.  R.  85a 
FroBty,  adj,  &t»sty.  cold,  A  968;  which 

comes  in  the  winter.  5.  364. 
Frote.  ger,  to  rub,  T.  iii.  11x5;  jJr.  *.  A 

Frotnen,  pr,  pi  become  covered  with 

foam,  A  X659. 
Fro-tlils-forth,  henceforward.  T.  iv.  3x4. 
Frounced,  adj,  wrinkled,  R.  365. 
Frounceles,  adj,  unwrinkled.  R.  86a 
Frount,  1.  true  countenance,  B  3.  p  8. 7. 
Fructuous,  adj,  fruitfril,  I  73. 
Fruit.  J.  fruit.  X.  38 ;  result,  F  74. 
Fruytesteres,  s,  pi  fem,  fivit-sdkn,  C 

478. 
Frye,  v,  irf,  A  383.  D  487. 
FuflTltlf,  adj,  fleeing  from  (Lat/n^^tpv). 

HF.  146. 
Ful,  adj,  satiated.  T.  iiL  x66i ;  aiU  frUe. 

at  the  frill,  completely.  A  651. 
Ful,  adv,  fully,  F  1230;   very,  quite.  B 

3506,  F  59 ;  /  matiy,  very  many.  F  xaB. 
FumUe,  V,  fulfil.  6.  X7;  Fulfelle  (Kentish 

form) .  ger,  T.  iii.  5x0 ;  Fulfuldest.  ^pls. 

didst  satisfy.  B  9.  p  3.  66;  FulfiUed./^ 

quite  frill,  L.  54. 
Fmsoixmesse,  s.  copiousness,  excess.  F 

Fume,  s.  vapour,  B  41x4. 
Fumetere,  s,  frimitory,  J^ammrut  oJUi- 
nalis,  B  4x53. 
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Fumoaitee,  s,  fumes  arising  from  drunk- 
enness. C  567,  F  358. 
Fundement  (i),  ^  foundation.  D  3103; 
(a)  fundament,  C  950. 
.  Funeral,  adj\  T.  v.  30a ;  fiinereAl,  A  3864, 

29x2. 
Furial,  adf.  tormenting,  furious.  F  448. 
Furie,  s.  monster,  A  9684 ;  rage,  T.  v.  aia. 
Furlongs,  //.  furlongs,  A  4166 ;  Furlong- 
wey,  a  short  distance,  B  557 ;   Forlong- 
wejr,  a  brief  time  (lit.  time  of  walking 
a  furlong,  a4  minutes),  T.  iv.  1337. 
Furre,  s.  fur,  R.  338. 
Furred,  pf,   furred,  trimmed  with  fiir, 

R.  227. 408. 
Furrlnge,  s.  fur-trimming.  I  418. 
Further-over,  moreover.  3.  85. 
Furthre,^/r.  to  help.  HF.  3033;  /^.  ad- 
vanced, 7.  373. 
Fusible,   adj\   capable   of  being  fused, 

G  8^6. 
Fustian,  s.  fustian,  A  75. 
Futur,  a4;\  future,  T.  v.  748. 
Fyle,  V.  file,  smoothe  by  filing,  5.  313; 

Fyled,/^.  A3Z53. 
Fyn,  J.  end,  R.  1558;  death,  T.  ii.  537; 
>>  result,  B  3^18,  3884 ;  aim,  E  3106 ;  object, 
)  •  T.  ii.  435,  in.  553 :  fifr/yn,  Bnally,  T.  iv. 

477' 
Pyn,  a4i/\  fine,  strong,  A  1473;  of  fyne 

force; of  very  need,  i,  v.  431. 
Fyne,  v,  finish,  T.  iv.  36 ;  cease,  end,  T.  ii. 

146a 
Fynt,  pr,  s.  finds,  A  4071 ;  Fint.  G  3x8. 
Fyr,  s.  fire,  B  3734 ;  Fyr  of  Seint  Antony, 

erysipelas.  I  437. 
F3rr-Tnak1iige,  s.  making  of  the  fire,  A 

9914* 
Fysloien,  s.  physician,  B  i.  p  3. 4. 


O. 

Oabl>e,  jvr.  to  boast,  prate,  A  3510 ;  ipr,  s. 

lie,  speak  idly.  3.  io75;,Gabbestow,  liest 

thou,  T.  iv.  48X. 
Ockbl>er,  /.  liar,  idle  talker.  I  89. 
Ockble,  s.  gable-end.  A  3571. 
CHBuAeUng,  j.  idle  vagabond,  gad-about,  R. 

938. 
Oaderetb,  ^r.  x.  gathers,  A  1053. 
Oaderlnge,  s,  ^thering,  B  3765. 
OaillaJXly  adj\  joyous,   merry,  lively.  A 

Oatantsme,  s,  a  kind  of  sauce,  galantine. 

9.  x6 ;   13.  17. 
Ctalazye,  s.  the  Galaxy.  Milky  Way.  5. 

56;   HF.936. 


Oale,  V,  sing,  cry  out.  D  853 ;  pr,  s,  subj, 
exclaim,  D  1336. 

Oalianea,  s,  pL  medicines,  C  306.  So 
named  after  Galen. 

Oalingale,  /.  sweet  cyperus.  A  381.  (A 
spice  was  prepared  from  the  root  of  the 
plant.) 

Oalle,  J.  sore  place.  D  940. 

Oalles,  pi,  feelings  of  envy,  9. 47. 

Oaloche,  s,  a  shoe,  F  555. 

Oaloun,  s.  gallon,  H  94. 

Oalping,  pres.  pi,  gaping.  F  35a 

Oalwes,  s,pi,  gallows,  B  3934. 

Oamed,  pt,  s,  impers,  it  pleased.  A  534. 

Oamen,  x.  game,  sport.  T.  ii.  38.  iii.  350 ; 
joke.  jest.  E  733 ;  amusement,  fun.  merri- 
ment. A  3386.  4354. 

Oan,  //.  s,  of  Ginne. 

(}aneth,/r.  s,  yawneth.  H  35. 

Oape,  V,  gape,  gasp,  B  3934;  Gapeth./r. 
s,  opens  his  mouth.  L.  3004 ;  Gape  {JUso 
Cnpe),pr,pi.  gape,  stare.  A  3841. 

Oaplnges,  s,  pi,  greedy  wishes,  B  3.  m  3. 
17  (Lat.  Aiaius), 

Oappe,  s.  gap,  A  1639. 164^. 

Oardin-wal,  s,  gardten-waU,  A  xo6a 

Oardinward,  adv.  gardenward ;  to  theg,, 
towards  the  garden,  F  1505. 

Oargat,  s,  throat.  B  4534. 

Oarleek,  s,  garlick,  A  634. 

Oeimement,  s,  garment.  R.  896. 

Qamere,  s,  gamer,  granary,  R.  1148. 

Oamlsoun,  s,  garrison,  B  3317. 

Gae,/r.  s.  eoes  (Northern),  A  4037. 

Oastiy,  adv.  terrible.  A  1984. 

Gastnesse,  s.  terror.  B  3.  p  5.  39. 

Gat,//,  s.  of  Geten. 

Oat-tothed.  adj,  having  the  teeth  fiir 
apart.  A  468.  D  603. 

Oaude,  s,  gaud,  toy,  pretence.  T.  ii.  351 ; 
trick.  C  389;  pi,  pranks,  I  651. 

Oaud^,  adj,  dyed  with  weld,  A  3079.  ^i"* 
gauder,  to  dye  with  weld. 

Gauded,  pp,  furnished  with  beads  called 
gauds,  A  159.  (The  bead  or  gaud  was 
formerly  called  gaudet,  from  Lat.  imp. 
pi.  gaudeie,) 

Gaure,  v.  stare,  T.  ii.  1157;  ger,  to  stare, 
gaze,  A  3837. 

Gay,  oi]^'.  finely  dressed.  A  74,  xii ;  joyous, 
R.  435 ;  wanton,  A  3769. 

Gaylard,  adj,  lively,  A  3336. 

Gayler,  s,  gaoler.  A  1064. 

Gayneth,  pr,  s.  avails.  A  1x76;  //.  s,  pro- 
fited. T.  i.  35a. 

Gasrtree  beryles,  berries  of  the  gay-tree 
or  gait-tree  (goat-tree),  berries  of  the 
Rhamnus  caiiiariicus,  or  buckthorn,  'B 
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415^.  Called  getbdrs  trd,  goat-berry-tree, 
in  Swedish  dialects  (Rieti). 

Qeaunt,  x.  giant,  B  1997. 3298. 

Oebet,  J.  gibbet,  gallows,  HF.  106. 

Gtoen,/^.  gone  (Northern),  A  4078. 

Oeeth,/r.  x.  goes.  L.  3145. 

(Generally,  adv,  everywhere,  T.  i.  86. 

Oent,  adj.  refined,  exquisite,  noble,  B 
1905 ;  slim,  A  3354 ;  /em,  graceful,  R. 
1032. 

Gtonterye,  s,  nobility,  magnanimity,  L. 
394:  gentility,  D  1146;  gentle  birth,  I 
45a ;  rank,  I  461 ;  sign  of  good  birth, 
I  601. 

Gtontil,  adj.  gentle,  refined,  A  73 ;  gentle, 
worthy,  B  1697;  excellent,  A  718;  mild 
in  manner,  compassionate,  A  647 ;  well- 
bred.  Dm;  beautiful,  R.  1081 ;  charm- 
ing, R.  1016. 

GtontUlesse,  s,  gentleness,  noble  kindness, 
courtesy,  good  breeding,  L.  6x0,  loio, 
X080 ;  A  930 ;  nobility,  B  3854 ;  gentility, 
D  z  109 ;  worth,  £  96 ;  kindness,  G  i^ ; 
condescension,  B  853 ;  high  birth,  I  ^85 ; 
slendemess,  sjrmmetry,  F  436 ;  delicate 
nurture,  E  593. 

OentUleste,  adj\  sup,  noblest.  E  73. 131. 

Gtontilly,  adv,  gently,  honourably,  A 
3104;  courteously,  B  1093;  frankly,  F 
674. 

Oentils,  s.pl.  gentlefolk,  A  3113. 

Oeomanoie,  j.  divination  by  figures  made 
on  the  earth,  I  605. 

Oeometriens,  s.pl.  geometricians.  B  3. 
pio.  143. 

Oere,  s.  gear,  armour.  A  3180:  equip- 
ment. A  4016 ;  property,  B  800 ;  utensils, 
A  353 ;  apparel,  A  365 ;  pi.  contrivances, 
F  1276. 

Oere,  s.  changeful  manner,  A  137a;  //. 
changeful  ways,  A  1531. 

Oerful,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iv.  286;  A 
1538.    Cf.  Gery. 

Oerland,  s.  garland,  R.  566. 

Oemer,  s.  gamer,  A  593. 

Gtery,  adj.  changeable,  A  1536. 

Gesse,  v.  suppose,  imagine.  R.  1115;  i/r. 
s.  suppose,  A  8a,  117 :  B  3435.  3960. 

Oes8mgre»  5.  opinion,  B  i.  p  4.  315. 

Gest,  s.  guest,  HF.  388. 

Geste,  s.  romance,  tale,  story,  T.  ii.  83, 
iii.  450;  in  geste,  in  romance-form,  like 
the  common  stock-stories,  B  3123;  pi. 
stories.  D  643;  occurrences.  T.  i.  145; 
exploits,  affairs,  T.  ii.  1349;  histories, 
history.  B  xia6;  deeds.  HF.  1434. 

Gestours,  s.  pi.  story-tellers.  B  3036; 
Gestiours,  HF.  1198. 


Get  (jet),  s,  contrivance,  G  1377. 
Oeten,  v,  obtain,  get,  L.  9370;  b^get,  £ 

1437;  Get,/r.  s.  procures,  1  8a8;  Gde, 
•  3/r.//.  asfmt.  (ye)  wiU  get.s.  651.  Gtt. 

//.  s.  begat.  B  715 ;  got,  7.  306;  pcooand 

for,  A  703 ;  Geten,  pp.  gotten,  obtained. 

A  991 ;  won,  U  1753:  begotten,  U  X408; 

kan  geten  hem,  to  have    acquired  for 

themselves,  F  56. 
Gif,  conj.  if  (Northern),  A  4181, 4190. 
Giffffes,  pL  rapid  movements,  HF.  1941. 


Q\t[ginge^es,  pt,  pL  fitting  with  s&npt, 
'    ^   ,  O.F.g 

a  shield. 


A  3504.    From  ( 


'./y^#,  abaodkof 


Gilden,  adj.  golden,  3.  338. 

Gilt,  s.  guilt,  offence,  F  757,  1039;  //.sins, 
B3015. 

Giltelees,  adj.  guiltless,  innocent,  A 1311. 

Giltif ,  adj.  guilty,  T.  iiL  X019. 

Gin,  s.  contrivance,  snare,  G  1x65;  //L 
traps,  snares,  R.  163a 

Gin^ebreed,  s.  gingerbread,  B  3044. 

Giiiffeire,  s.  ginger,  R.  1369^ 

Ginfflen,  v,  jingle,  A  X7a 

Gixine,  t;.  begin,  attempt,  HF.  3004;  Gas. 
I  //.  s.  bmn,  T.  i.  366*.  {as  amxibaij 
verh),  did,  R.  734,  1x99;  Gonne,/il.  did, 
E  xxp3;  HF.  044,  X003;  began,  C  ^: 
Gonnen,//./A  began,  5.  k^i\  Gimne, 
//.//.  began.  HF.  1^8:  did;  HF.  X384; 
Gunnen,//.  (I.  did.  T.  ii.  i^ 

Glimixicre,  s.  begiiming.  T.  1. 377. 

Gipouxi,  s.  a  short  cassock  or  doobkt, 

A  75.  3X30. 

Gipeer,  s,  pouch,  purse,  A  357. 
Girdel,  s.  |[irdle,  A  358, 3250;  central  line. 

or  great  circle,  A.  i.  X7.  49. 
Giirden,^^.  to  strike,  B  3736.    Properly 

to  switch. 
GirdilBtede,  s.  waist,  R.  8a6. 
Girles,  //.  young  people,  whether  mtk 

or  female,  A  66.1. 
Glrt,/r.  s.  girds.  L.  X775 ;  pp.  girded.  A  389. 
Giaer,  s.  gizzard,  liver.  B  3.  m  12. 47. 
Giteme,  s.  kind  of  ^itar,  cittern.  A  3333- 
Gitemlxiflre,  s.  playing  on  the  gittem.  or 

cittern,  A  3363. 
Glade,  ger.  to  gladden,  cheer.  E  XX74; 

ger.  to  console,  A  3837 ;  to  rejoice,  5. 687  > 

Gladed,  pt.  s.  cheered,  T.  i.  116;  /i^.  J. 

3  /.  may  he  comfort,  E  823 ;  Gladetfa. 

imp.pl.  rejoice.  4,  i. 
Glader,  s.  one  that  cheers,  A  2233. 
Gladly,  tfi/t/.  fitly,  887;  willingly.  F  204; 

by  preference.  L.  770 ;  that  been  gl.  1^". 

that  would  be  thought  wise,  F  373. 
Gladsom,  adj.  pleasant,  B  3968. 
Glareth,  pr.  s.  glistens,  shines,  HF.  272. 
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Olmse,  ^er.  to  glase,  furnish  with  glass,  T. 
▼.  469.     To  glase  ome's  hood  =  to  provide 
with  a  useless  defence. 
Olasinff ,  /.  glass-work,  3. 337. 
Olede,  s,  burning  coal,  gTo%ving  coal  or 
ashes,  B  in;    coloured  as  the  gUdt,  of 
a  bright  red,  gules,  B  3574 ;  pi,  glowing 
coals,  L.  335.    See  Oleed. 
Qledy,  adf,  glowing  (as  a  coal),  burning, 

L.  105. 
Qlee,  J.  music,  T.  iu  1036;  entertainment. 
B  3030;  //.  musical  instruments,  HF. 
zaoQ. 
Qleed,  s.  glowine  coal,  L.  735. 
Glente,pt,pl,  gUmced,  T.  iv.  1223. 
Olewe,  V,  festen,  glue,  HF.  1761. 
Oleyre,  s.  white  (of  an  egg),  G  806. 
OUden,  pp.  ^/Glyde. 
Olimsinff » s,  imperfect  sight,  E  3383. 
01iteren,/r.//.  glitter,  A  977. 
Olood,  //.  s,  o/G\ydc 
Oloee,  s,  glosing,  comment,  L.  328;   F 
166;  explanation,  D  1793;  commentary, 
A£>U£  margin,  3. 333. 
OlocM,  ^er,  to  interpret,  explain,  T.  iv. 
1420;    to   flatter,  B  3330;    speak  with 
circumlocution,  E  3351;  persuade  cun- 
ningly, T.  iv.  1471;  cajole.^D  509;  com- 
ment on,  B  ix8a 
OloeinfiTO,  s,  explaining,  D  1793. 
Olyde,  V,  glide,  A  157^ ;  ascend,  G  403 ; 
slip,  T.  iv.  I3Z5 ;  t^^/.,  rise  up  gradually, 
F  373;    Glddd,  pi,  s,  went  quickly,  a 
3094;  GMen,pp,  glided,  passed,  E  1887. 
dnlden,  //.  //.  rubbed,  9.  z i.    From  A.  S. 

j^nof,  s,  churl  (lit  thief).  A  3188.    Mod. 

El.  ^onoph. 
"^niyw^  pt,  s,  gnawed,  B  3638. 
k>l3et,  J,  piece,  morsel,  fi^gment,  A  696. 
kxl,  s.  A  769;  God  be  with  you,  forewell, 

C  748 :  Goddes,  God's,  Christ's,  B  zi66; 

{pronounced  god's),  D  1096;   Goddes, 
pi.  gods,  felse  gods,  3. 1338. 
■odnede,  s,  divinity,  A  3381. 
ocUlbede,  j.  beautv,  T.  lii.  1730. 
odalb,  s,  sponsor,  I  909. 
old,  J.  made  of  gold,  R.  1193. 
old-bete,  adorned  tvith   beaten  gold, 
Jilt,  7.  34.    Cf.  Y-l>ete. 
3lde8,  //.  marigolds,  A  1939. 
>l<i-lie'wen,  pp.  hewn  of  gold,  cut  out 
>f  or  made  of  gold,  A  850a 
ildlees,  ad/\  moneyless.  B  Z48a 
»l<l0znithrle,  s,  goldsmiths^  work,  A 

leOy  s.  gabble  (lit  mouthful),  5.  566. 
K  F.  ^olee. 


Golet,  J.  throat,  gullet,  C  543. 

Goliardeys,  s,  buffoon,  scurrilous  talker, 
A  56a 

Goxnme,  j.  gum,  L.  zai. 

Don,  V.  go,  proceed,  F  300;  walk,  L.  1399; 
move,  A  3510;  lele  it  goon,  let  it  go.  G 
147s ;  to  walk,  1 105 ;  move,  F  931 ;  roam„ 
L.  ao66;  Goost,  3  pr,  s.  goest,  G  56; 
Goth,/r.  s.  goes,  1.  68;  Gooth  about 
seeks  for,  T.  i.  1091 ;  Gooth,  goes,  B  385 ; 
Geeth,  L.  3145;  ^^^  (Northern),  A 
4037 ;  Goon,  pr, pi.  proceed,  go  along,  E 
898 ;  Goon,  ^.  gone.  L.  793 ;  B.  17 ;  Go, 
pp,  gone,  G  907;  Geen  (Northern),  A 
4078 ;  Go,  pr,  s.  sMifj.  may  walk,  U  3069; 
Go  we,  let  us  go,  T.  ii.  615 ;  Goth,  »«g>, 
//.go.  B 3384, 

Qonianoun,  s.  gontanon,  gonfolon,  a 
sacred  banner,  R.  1301. 

Oonire,  s.  privy,  I  885. 

Oonne,  s.  missile,  L.  637;  gun,  cannon,. 
HF.  1643. 

Oozme,  -n;  see  Qlxme,  v. 

Qood,  J.  property,  goods,  5.  462;  Gode, 
dot.  benefit  HF.  i,  58 ;  property,  wealth.. 
L.  2638 ;  Godes.//.  goods.  B  2605. 

Ooodllch,  adj.  kind,  bountiful.  G  1053. 

Gk>odlilieed,  s,  seemliness,  T.  ii.  842; 
goodly  seeming,  HF.  330;  a  goodly  out- 
side, HF.  874. 

Goodly,  adj,  kindly,  B  3931;  excellent,^ 
L.  77:  pleasing,  right,  B  3969:  portly,. 
B  40x0. 

Goodly,  adv.  patiently,  T.  iii.  1035 ;  well., 
B  3430 ;  kindly,  HF.  565 ;  reasonably,  T. 
iii.  990;  fjavourably,  T.  iii.  654;  rightly, 
B3860. 

Good-man,  s.  master  of  the  house,  C  361 ; 
householder,  L.  139X. 

G008.  s.  goose.  5.  358 ;  Gees,//.  E  3375. 

Gooaisli,  adj.  goose-like,  foolish,  T.  iii. 

584- 
GooBt,  3/r.  J.  goest.  B.  3501. 
Goot,  s.  goat,  A  688,  G  886. 
Gore,  s.  '  gore '  or  gusset  of  a  garment,  B 

1979 ;  a  triangular  piece  cut  out,  A  3237. 
Goshauk,  s,  goshawk,  B  1928. 
Gk>8sib,  s.  female  companion,  D   529; 

male  (spiritual)  relation,  D  243 ;  Godsib, 

sponsor.  I  909. 
GosBomer,  s.  gossamer.  F  259. 
GOat,  s.  spirit,  ghost,  HF.  x8^ ;  soul,  i.  56 ; 

mind,  L.  Z03;  ghost  (ironically),  H  ^5; 

the   Holy  Spirit,  i.  93 ;  G  328 ;  ye/delA 

up  thegost,  gives  up  the  ghost,  L.  886. 
Gostly,  Goostly,  cLdj.  spiritual,  I  Q92. 
Goatly,    adv.   spiritually,    mystically,    C» 

X09 ;  devoutly,  truly,  T.  v.  xo3a 


C3 


so 


01o0f»tial  Intiex. 


Ooter,  s,  gutter,  channel  for  water,  L. 
2705. 

Ooune^looth,  i.  cloth  to  make  a  gown, 
D  2247,  aaga. 

XJovemallle,  s,  mastery,  E  119a ;  //.  rules, 
B  X.  p  6.  33. 

Ctovemaunoe,  s,  management,  control, 
rule,  HF.  ^5,  958;  providence.  T.  ii. 
467;  dommion,  B  3541;  manner  of 
action,  F  3x1;  self-control,  T.  ii.  loao; 
charge,  care,  C  73;  demeanour,  T.  ii. 
219. 

•Oov6me,  v.  control,  T.  iii.  475 ;  imp,  pi. 
arrange,  regulate,  B  1451,  £  322. 

^^v6merefl6e,  j.  /em,  governor,  ruler, 
mistress,  i.  141 ;  2.  8a 

•Oovemour,  s,  ruler,  umpire,  A  8x3; 
leader,  L.  io6a 

•Grace,  s,  favour,  x.  46;  mercy,  F  999; 
pardon,  B  647;  good  opinion,  R.  1169; 
rirtae,  R.  1099;  kir  grace,  her  favour 
(i.  e.  that  of  the  Virgin),  B  980;  ofgrace, 
out  of  fovour,  in  kindness,  F  i6x; 
sory  grace,  an  ill  fiivour,  HF.  X790;  dis- 
feivour,  D  ^46 ;  horde  grace,  displeasure, 
5.  6^;  displeasure,  disgust,  L>  2328; 
severity,  HF.  x^86;  disnvour.  misfor- 
tune, T.  i.  7x3 ;  ill  luck  (i.  e.  a  curse  upon 
him),  G  665 ;  Graces,  pi,  thanks,  B  2994. 

Oracelees,  a<U,  unfavoured  by  God,  G 
X078 :  out  of  tavour,  T.  i.  781. 

Orarne,  s.  anger,  grief,  harm,  7.  276. 

Oranffe,  s,  bam.  granary,  A  3668. 

•Grant  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1380. 

•Grapenel,  s,  grapnel.  L.  640. 

•Gras  (i).  J.  grass,  R.  1419. 

■Graa  (3),  s,  grace,  B  2021. 

-Graspe,  v,  grope,  T.  v.  223. 

Gra8-t3rme,  s.  time  of  eating  grass,  time 
of  youth.  A  3868. 

Graunsroe,  pi.  granges,  bams,  granaries, 
HF.698. 

Graiint,  s,  grant.  R.  851. 

Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  G  1156. 

Graunten,  v.  grant,  R.  X483 ;  fix.  name, 
E  X79 ;  pt.  s.  assented  to,  L.  2665 ;  pt.  pi. 
consented  to,  A  786.  ', 

Grave,  s.  A  2778 ;  pit.  L.  680. 

Gravexi,  v.  engrave.  F  830 ;  Grave,  v.  dig ;   , 
doth  she  gr„  she  causes  to  be  dug.  L.  678 ;  j 
bury,  E  68x ;  to  engrave,  C  17 ;  Graven. 
pp.  engraved,  graven.  HF.  193;  buried, 
L.  785;  Grave, Z^^.  graven,  HF.  157. 

■Grayn,  s.  dye;  in  grayn,  in  dye,  i.  e. 
dyed  of  a  fast  colour.  B  19x7. 

Graythe,  ger.  to  clothe,  dress,  R.  584. 

Orece,  s.  grease,  A  X35. 

Gredy,  adj.  greedy,  ready,  T.  iii.  1758. 


Gree  (x),  j.  favour,  good  part,  R. 42;  good 
will,  x8. 73 ;  imgree,  favourably,  T.  11.529^ 
Gree  (a),  s,  degree,  rank,  L.  1313;  supe- 
riority, A  2733. 

Oreef,  s.  ^evance.  D  2174. 

Greet,  adj.  great,  3. 954 ;  prindpAl.  B  x  181 ; 
voc.  B  X797 ;  pl.lL.  9991  luxuriant,  C  37; 
a  greet,  a  great  one,  A  ^39;  Grete,  def. 
adj.  as  s,,  the  chief  piart,  H  574. 

Grehoundes,  s.pl.  greyhounds,  A  X9a 

Greithe,  v.  prepare,  B  3784. 

Gr6ne,  a^,  as  s,,  green  colour.  R.  573;  A 
103 ;  green  clothing  (the  colour  ^  in- 
constancy), 21.  7;  green  place,  green 
space,  F869. 

Grenehede,  v.  greenness,  wantoDaess.  B 
X63. 

OreiiBlnStPres.parf.  giinaiug.  R.  156. 

Gres,  s,  gcass,  T.  iL  515 ;  pi,  grasses.  HF. 

I3S3- 
Grete,  v.  greet;  imp.  s.  L.  2299;  Grette. 

I  pt.  s.  L.  1x6. 
Gretter,  adj.  comp.  greater,  A  197. 
Grevaunce,  s.  grievance,  trouble,  hard- 
ship, B  2676;   complaint  (urainst  us). 

X.  63 ;  discomfort,  5.  905 ;  affliction,  xa 

47 ;  pi,  distresses,  T.  i.  647. 
Greve,  s,  grove,  T.  v.  1x44;  //.  A  149$; 

boughs,  sprays.  L.  227. 
Greve,  ^(TT.  to  harm,  R.  104a;  feel  vexed. 

grumble,  T.  i.  343 ;  pr.  s.  grieves,  harms, 

A  9x7 ;  impers.  it  vexes.  E  647. 
Grevous,  adj.  grievous,  painful,  T.  t. 

X604. 
Gireyn,  s.  ^rrain,  com,  A  596 ;  grain  (dye). 

B  4649 ;  tn  greyn,  of  a  mst  colour.  F  511; 

Greyn  de  Paradys,  grains  of  paramK. 

R.  X369;    Greyn,  grain    (of  paradise), 

cardamom,  A  369a 
Gireythen,  pr.  pL  prepare  (themsehres). 

get  ready,  A  4309;  ger.  to  adorn,  docbe, 

dress,  R.  584.    Icel.^^^JFo. 
Griffon,  s.  griffin,  A  2x3^ 
Grille,  adj.pl.  horrible.  R.  73. 
Grim,  adj.  angry,  A  2042;  fierce.  A  ^19^ 
Grimnesse,  s.  horror,  1  864. 
Grinte,  pt.  s,  grinned,  D  2x6x. 
Grintixiflre,  s.  gnashing  (of  teeth).  I  90B. 
Grisel,  s.  name  given  to  an  old  man, 

whose  hair  is  gra^  (lit.  old  horse).  16.35. 
Grisly,   adj,  homble,  terrible,  awlal,  A 

1363.  X971 ;  very  serious,  T.  ii.  1700W 
Grobbe,  v.  dig,  grub  (up),  9.  S19. 
Grome,  s,  man;  gr.  and  wencke,  man 

and  woman.  HF.  7tob\  pi,  men,  R.  90a 
Gronte,  //.  s,  groaned.  B  ^899. 
Grope,  V.  try,  test,  examine,  A  644 ;  ger. 

to  search  out,  D  1817. 
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Grdt,  s.  particle,  atom.  D  1992. 
GrtJte,  s.  groat,  (Dutch)  coin,  C945. 
Grounded,  pp,  well  instructed,  A  414; 

founded,  T.  iv.  167X 
Oroyn  (i),<r.  (a  swine's)  snout,  I  156. 
Groyn  (aj,  s,  murmur.  T.  i.  549. 
Oroynlnirt  ^  murmuring,  A  2460. 
Orucche,  p.  murmur,  T.  iii.  643 ;  ^er,  to 

grumble,  D  443. 
Grucchlnff,  s.  grumbling,  complaining. 

murmuring,  D  406, 1 499. 
Gmf,  adv.  on   their  faces.  groveUingly, 
in  a  grovelling  posture,  A  949,  B  18^ 
Cf.  Icel  agrnfu,  foce  downwards. 
Orypen,  ^er,  to  grasp,  R.  904. 
Grys,  adj,  gray,  G  559;  pomefy  grys,  i.  e. 

dapple-gray. 
GiyB,  s,  a  gray  fur,  A  194.    The  fur  of 

the  gray  squirrel. 
Oueraon,  s.  recompense,  meed,  reward, 
R.  1596;  him  to  g,^  as  a  reward  for  him, 
L-aoga. 
Ouerdone,  v.  reward,  I  383 ;  pp.  B  2462. 
OuerdoniniTt  '•  reward,  5.  45c. 
Oyde,  s,  guide,  A    804;    ruler,    G  45; 

guide,  wielder,  ^  136. 
<*yde,  ger,  to  direct,  lead,  T.  i.  183 ;  to 
^de,  T.  iii.  x8ii ;  pr.  pL  conduct,  T. 
li.  1 104. 
Gyderesse,  s,  conductress,  B  4.  p  x.  9. 
Gydlnff ,  s.  guidance,  T.  v.  643. 
Gye,  V.  guide,  A  1950,  E  1429;  conduct 
(myself),  L.  2045 ;  govern,  A  3046 ;  rule, 
B  3587;  instruct,  control,  B  ia86;  ger, 
to  guide,  T.  v.  546;  to  regulate,  I  13; 
as  wisfy  he  gye,  so  verily  may  he  guide, 
35.8. 
lyie,  s,  deceit,  A  2596;  trick,  T.  iii  777. 
j^ylour,  s,  beguiler.  trickster,  A  4321. 
BFyse,    s,  guise,  way,   A   663:    maimer, 
R.  j9g,  A  iao8,  1789;  custom,  A  993; 
way,  plan,  T.  iv.  1370, 
lyte,   J.  dress,  perhaps  skirt  or  mantle, 
A  3954 ;  pl.  D  5C9.  CjLgyde  in Jamieson's 
Diet.,  where  the  sense  is  dress,  skirt, 
or  mantle.    Gascoigne  uses  gUe  in  the 
sense  of  dress  in  his  Philomena,  L  X17 : 
'A  stately  Nimph,  a  dame  of  heauenly 
kinde.  Whose  glittering  gite  so  gUmsed 
in  mine  eyes.' 

H. 

A I  bal  iniery,  B4S71. 
aberdaesher,  j.  seller  of  hats,  A  361. 
al>ex*ereoiin,  s,  a  hauberk  or  coat  of 
mail.  A  76,  2119. 

at>itacle,  s.  habitable  space.  B  2.  p  7. 
59:   Habitacles,//.  niches,  HF.  1194. 


Habotindaunt,  pres,  pt.  abounding,  B 

3-  P  2.  32. 
Habounde,  v,  abound.  B  3938,  E  1286. 
Habundant,  adj.  abundant,  £  59. 
Habundaunce,  s.  plenty,  B  2322. 
Habjften,  pr,  pi.  inhabit,  R.  660. 
Hacches,  pi.  hatches,  L.  648. 
Hailes, //.  hail-storms,  HF.  967. 
HalnselinB,  s.  pi.  short  jackets,  I  422. 

O.  F.  hainselln,  hamcellin^  a  sort  of  robe ; 

cf.  G.  Hemd,  shirt 


Halre,  s.  hair-shirt.  R.  438. 
Hakeney,  s.  old  horse.  R.  1137 ;  G  559. 
Halde,/^.  held,  esteemed  (Northera),  A 


4208. 

Hale,  V.  draw,  attract,  5.  151;  pr.  s. 
draws  back,  i.  68. 

HfOf,  J.  side,  HF.  1136:  behaU;  T.  iL 
1734:  Halfe,  dai.  5.  125;  om  my  hal/fp, 
from  me,  3.  139;  a  goddes  halft,  on 
God's  side,  in  God's  name,  D  50 ;  Halve, 
dat.  side,  part,  T.  iv.  945;  pL  sides, 
A  3481. 

Half^oddes,  pi.  demi-gods.  L.  387. 

Half-year  a^e,  of  the  age  of  half  a  year, 

HalKlay,  s,  holiday.  A  3309.  334a 
Halke,  s.  comer,  R.  464;  hiding-place, 

L.  1780;  nook,  F  IX2I ;  pi.  G  3x1. 
Halle,  J.  hall,  A  353;  dining-room,  T.  ii. 

1 170;  parlour,  B4022. 
Halp,  pt.  s.  of  Helpe. 
Hals,  1.  neck,  HF.^94;  B73:  cut  the  hois, 

cut  in  the  throat,  L.  292  a. 
Halse,  X  pr.  s.  1  coniure,  B  1835.    The 

proper  meaning  of  A.  S.  healsian  is  to 

clasp  round  the  neck  (A.  S.  heals),  and 

thence  to  beseech,  supplicate. 
Halt,  pr.  s.  of  Holde  and  Halten. 
Halten,  ger.  to  limp,  T.  iv.  X457;  Halt, 

pr.  J.  goes  lame,  3.  622. 
Halve   ffoddes,  //.  demigods,   T.   iv. 

Halvendel,  s.  the  half  part  (of),  T.  v. 

335-  xr^".  i'lS 

Halwen,  ger.  to  hallow,  I  9x9. 

Halwes,  pi.  saints,  B  xo6o:  apostles,  3. 
83X :  shnnes  of  saints,  A  14. 

Haly-dayes,  //.  holy-days,  festivals,  A 
3952. 1  667. 

Ham,  s.  home  (Northera),  A  4032. 

Haxneled,  pp.  cut  off.  T.  ii.  964.  (It 
refers  to  tne  mutilation  of  dogs  that 
were  found  to  be  pursuing  game 
secretly.  They  were  mutilated  by 
cutting  off  a  foot.)  A.  S.  hamelian,  to 
mutilate. 

Haxner,  s.  hammer,  A  2508. 
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Hampredy  pp,  hampered,  burdened,  R. 

Hand,  J.  hand,  A  io8;  mt  his  kamde, 
leading  by  bis  hand,  L.  213. 

Handebrede,  x.  hand's  breadth,  A  381 1. 

Handwork,  s,  creatures,  things  created, 
Di56a. 

Hanffeth,  fr,  s,  asfut,  will  hang,  R.  193 ; 
Heeng,;^.  A  hung,  A  ^250;  Heng,//. /. 
hung,  K.  224,  240;  (which)  hung,  E 
1883;  hung  down,  T.  il  689;  Hanged, 
pp,  hung  round,  A  2568 ;  huns,  T.  ii.  353. 

Hap,  J.  chance,  E  20^7;  luck,  success, 
B  3928,  G  1209;  good  fortune,  3.  1039: 
h,  other  gract^  a  mere  chance  or  a 
special  favour,  3.  810;  //.  occurrencef, 

3- 1379- 

Happe,  V.  happen,  befall,  A  585 ;  h.  how 
h,  may,  happen  what  may,  T.  v.  796. 

Happen,  pr,  s,  suiy,  (it)  may  happen,  L. 
78. 

Happy,  adj,  lucky,  T.  iL  621. 

Hard,  adj.  hard,  A  220;  of  hard,  with 
difficulty,  T.  ii.  1236;  dtf.  cruel,  6w  zo6; 
F  499 ;  with  h,  grace,  with  displeasure, 
severi^  (see  Qrace). 

Harde,  aau,  tightly,  A  3279. 

Hardely,  adv.  boldly,  R.  270 ;  unhesitat- 
ingly, 6.  118;  scarcely,  R.  4;  certainly, 
HF.  359. 

Hardlment,  s.  boldness,  T.  iv.  533. 

Hardinesse,  j.  boldness,  A  194816  32x0; 
fool-hardiness,  B  2^08 ;  insolence,  I  438. 

Harding,  j.  hardening,  tempering,  F  243. 

Hardn6a8e,  /.  cruelty,  4.  232;  hardship, 
1688. 

Hardy,  cidj,  bold.  A  405;  sturdy,  F  19; 
rash,  R.  1038. 

Harie,  ger.  to  drag,  I  171 ;  Haried,  pp, 
pulled  forcibly,  A  2726. 

Heurlot,  s,  a  person  of  low  birth,  servant- 
lad,  D  1754;  ribald,  A  647;  rogue, 
rascal,  A  4268;  Harlotes.  pi.  thieves, 
pick-pockets,  R.  191.  (Used  of  both 
sexes.) 

Harlotrye,  s,  ribaldry,  A  3145 ;  wicked- 
ness, D  1328 ;  evil  conduct,  E  2262 ;  //. 
ribald  jests,  A  561. 

Harm,  s,  harm,  ^.  492;  A  385;  broken 
harm,  occasionad  injury,  petty  annoy- 
ance, E  1425. 

Hamelsed,  pp.  equipped  (lit.  harnessed), 
A  X14. 

Hameys,  j.  armour,  A  1006;  gear,  ar- 
rangement, I  974;  fittings,  A  2896; 
harness,  I  433 ;  provision,  D  136. 

Harpe-atrinffes,  pi.  harp-stnngs.  HF. 
777» 


HarplniTt  s.  pla3ring  on  the  harp,  A  966k 
Harpour,  s.  harper.  T.  ii.  imo. 
Harre,  s.  hinge,  A  55a    A.  S.  heorrm. 
Harrowl  wUSf^/.  help !  A3286U  O.F.Aarai 
Harwed,//.  s.  harried,  despoiled,  A  3511^ 

D  2107.    (Alluding  to  the  harrying  or 

harrowing    of  hell  by  Christ)    A.  & 

hergian, 
Hasard,  s.  dice-play,  C  465,  591. 
Hasardour,  s.  gamester,  C  ^ 
Hasardrye,  s,  gaming,  playmg  at  bawd, 

C590. 
Hasel-wode,  s.  hazel-wood,  i  e.  bo  news 

(see  below),  T.  v.  505,  1174;  pL  huA- 

bushes,  T.  lit  89a    (  Haxel-woods  skake. 

i.  e.  that  is  no  news,  it  is  of  no  nie  t» 

tell  me  that.) 
Haepe,  s,  has^,  A  347a 
Hast,  hast  thou  (so)?  A  4268. 
Hast,  s.  haste.  T.  iii.  1438. 
Haeteth,  imp.pl.  make  haste.  1 72. 
Hastif .  adf.  hasty,  A  3545. 
Hastifbesse,  s.  hastiness.  B  2312. 
Haetow,  2  pr.  s.  hast  thou.  A  3533. 
Hateful,   adj.   hateful.  D   366;   odioas 

(Lat.  odihiU),  D  1195. 
Hateredes,  s.  pi.  hatreds.  B  4.  m  4.  9. 
Hauberffeons,  j^iLhauberks.!  1052,  K1S4. 
Hauberk,  s.  coat  of  mail.  A  2431.  B  2053. 
Haunohe-bon,   s.  thigh-bone.  A  3803; 

pi.  haunch-bones,  A  3279. 
BtJBkunt,  s.  abode,  B  abode,  B  2001 ;  *  tindi.' 

usual  resort,  A   252  c,    use.  pnctke. 

skill.  447. 
Haunteth,  pr.  s.  habitually  uses,  T.  t. 

1556;  is  used  to,  A  4392:  practtses.  C 

fy7*  f'  M  resort  to,  I  885;  practise. 
780,847. 

Hauteyn,  ad^.  proud,  stately.  5.  969; 
loud,  C  3^;  Hautein,  haughty.  1  614. 

Haven,  vThave. T.  iii.  1463 ;  Han, ».  F 56 ; 
keep,  retain,  C  725:  take  away,  C  727; 
obtain.  G  234;  possess  (d  '  to  have  and 
to  hold'),  B  208;  Hast,  ^  pr.  j.  hast 
thou  so?  A  4268;  Hath.  pr.  s.  has. 
L.  2700;  Han,  i  pr.  pL  have.  L.  aS: 
9  tr.pl.  A  849;  Han./r.//.  E  188,  ^; 
possess.  A.  pr.  24  *.  Hadde.  1  pL  s.  pos- 
sessed. 2. 34;  Hadde, /A  J.  had,  L.  1859; 
had,  possessed,  E  438;  took,  E  303; 
Hade  (used  for  the  rime),  pt.  s,  A  554 
617;  Hadden.//.  pi.  had,  kept.  E  aca; 
Hadde,//.//.  L  1841:  /  hadde  iever,  I 
would  rather.  B  3083;  Have.  im^p.  i. 
t^c,  F  759 ;  Have  doon.  make  an  end. 

S.492. 
Havlnsre,  s.  possession  {hahemdi),  B  a 

"05.33. 
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Hawe,  (i),  J.  haw,  yard,  enclosure,  C  85c 
Hawe,  (2),/.  haw  (fruit  of  dog-rose).  D 
659;  wUk  hawe  bake,  with  baked  luws. 
i.  e.  with  coarse  £iire,  B  95. 
Hay.  J.  hed^e,  R.  54. 
Hayl,  interj,  hail  I  A  3579. 
Hayti  imierj,  come  up  1  D  1543. 
He,  pron,  he,  A  44,  &c. ;  used  for  it.  G  867, 
868; /^lo/ >!/,  that  man.  HF.  9069;  He... 
he,  this  one  . . .  that  one,  5. 166 ;  He  and 
he.  one  man  and  another,  T.  ii.  1748; 
Htm,  dot,  and  ace,  himself  A  87 ;  Him 
or  here,  him  or  her,  HF.  loc^;    kirn 
semed,  it  seemed  to  him,  he  appeared, 
B  3361;  Hem,  //.  dni.  and  aec,  them, 
A  11;  kem  seemed,  it  seemed  to  them, 
they  supposed,  F  56. 
Hed,  pp.  hidden,  L.  ao8. 
Hede,  s.  heed.  A  303 ;  taJk  A.,  take  care, 

1.47. 
Hede,  v.  provide  writh  a  head,  T.  ii.  1043. 
H^6d,  s,  head,  A  198,  993,  455 ;  source, 
16.  43;  beginning.  F  laSa;   on  his  A., 
at  the  risk  of  his  head,  A  1725 ;  malgre 
kir  hede,  in  spite  of  all  they  can  do, 
4.  230,-  maugree  hir  heed,  in  spite  of  all 
she  could  do.  D  887 ;  maugre  ihyn  heed, 
in  spite  of  all  thou  canst  do.  B  104; 
Hedes,//.  heads,  or  first  points  of  signs, 
A.  i.  17.  20 ;  Hevedes,  heads,  B  903a. 
Eleef  ,^/.  s.  of  Heve. 
leeld,  //.  5,  of  Holde. 
ieelp,//.  s,  of  Heipe. 
leenff ,  pt,  s.  of  Hange. 
Id^P,  s,  heap,  i.  e.  crowd,  host,  A  575 ; 
sreat  number,  crowd,  T.  iv.  1281. 
Ce^r,  J.  hair,  R.  549;    Hires,  pi,  HF. 

l^T,  adv,  here,  B  1177;  Heer  and  ther, 
never  long  in  one  place.  G  1174;  ^^ 
amd  tker,  hither    and   thither,  B  5.  p 

;eer-affayii8,  prep,  against  this.  I  668. 
ieer-bifom,    adv.    here-before,   before 
this,  F  1535. 

eer-fortn,  adv.  in  this  direction,  D  loot. 
eer-mele,  /.  the  thickness  of  a  hair, 
a  hair's  breadth,  A.  ii  38. 17. 
eeste,  s.  commandment,  I  845. 
»et,//.j.  </Hote. 
»flrtfe,  s.  hedge,  T.  ▼.  1x44;  //.  B  4408. 
oifflit   aeU.  high,  A  316,  522;  great,  A 
1798:    loity,    B   3x9a;    learned,  E   x8; 
severe.  B  795;   Iieighe,  def.  C  633;   in 
k.     €U§d   /ncv,  in   both    high  and    low 
b  jngs.  i.  e.  wholly,  A  817,  B  993. 
kifiTM,  adv.  high  up,  T.  iv.  996;  heigh. 
J  4.607 ;  an  heigh,  on  high,  F  849. 


Helfirhly,  adv.  strongly,  T.  ii.  1733. 

Helde,  v.  hold,  retain,  D  272.  See  Holde 
(the  usual  form). 

Helde,  //.  pi,  poured  out.  HF.  1686. 
( Better  than  '  held.')    See  Hlelde. 

Hele,  s.  health,  L.  1159;  recovery,  well- 
being,  I.  80;  prosperity,  L.  296.  A.  S. 
halu. 

H61e,  dot.  heel,  T.  iv.  728. 

Hele,  V,  conceal.  B  2279;  pp.  hidden,  B 
424^.    A.  S.  helan. 

Helelees,  adj.  out  of  health,  T.  v.  1593. 

Helen,  v.  heal,  11. 4;  pp.  A  2706. 

Helle,  s.  hell,  4. 120;  L.  2.  6. 

Helpe,  s.  helper,  assistant,  L.  i6z6. 

Helpe ,  V.  help,  A  958 ;  H.  of,  cure  of,  A  632 ; 
Heelp,  I  //.  s.  helped,  A  4246 ;  Heelp, 
//.  J.  B  920 ;  Halp,//.  /.  A  1651 ;  Helpeth, 
imp.pl.  L.  68 :  Hoipe,//.  s.  sufy\  helped, 
R.  1230;  Holpen,  pp.  helped,  aided, 
F  666;  healed.  A  18. 

Helply,  adf.  helpful,  T.  v.  128. 

Hem,  them ;  see  He. 

Heml-apere,  hemisphere,  T.  iii.  1439. 

Hem-self,  pron.  pi.  themselves,  B  145*. 
Hem-selven.  F 1420. 

Hen,  s.  hen.  A  177 ;  (as  a  thing  of  small 
value),  D  1112. 

Hende,    adj.    courteous,    polite,   gentle, 

A  3199.  327a.  346a. 

Henne,  adv.  hence,  T.  i.  572. 

Hennes,  adv.  hence,  T.  v.  402;  now,  HF. 
1284. 

Hennes-forth,  adv.  henceforth,  R.  701. 

Hente,  v,  catch,  I  355;  seiie,  A  3347", 
acquire,  get.  A  999;  circumvent.  T.  iv. 
1371 ;  dide  her  for  to  hente,  caused  her 
to  be  seized,  L.  2715 ;  Hent./r.  s.  seizes, 
catches,  T.  iv.  5;  Hente.  pr,  s.  sudj. 
may  seize.  G  7;  Hente,  //.  s,  caught, 
took,  A  957;  caught  away,  B  1144: 
seized,  caught  hold  of.  T.  ii.  924 ;  grasped, 
C  255;  took  forcibly,  E  534;  took  in 
hunting,  B  3449;  lifted.  G  205;  pt.  pi. 
seized.  A  904;  caught,  R.  773  *,  pp. 
caught.  A  1581. 

Henteres,  s.  pi.  filchers.  B  i.  p  3.  89. 

H6pe,  s.  hip,  the  fruit  of  the  dog-rose,  B 

1937- 
Hepen,  pr.  pi.  anient,  B  5.  p  2. 46 ;  /^. 

accumulated,  T.  iv.  236. 
Her,  Hlr,  pron.  post,  their,  B  136.    A.  S. 

heora,  hira,  of  them ;  gen.  pi.  of  hi,  he. 
Heraud,  s.  herald,  A  2533. 
Heraude, /^.  to  proclaim  as  a  herald 

does,  HF.  1576. 
Herber,  s.  garden,  T.  ii.  1705;  arbour,  U 

203. 
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Herberfiraffe,  s,  a  lodging,  abode,  A  4329 ; 
B  4179. 

Herbergreours,  s.  //.  harbingers,  pro- 
viders of  lodgings,  B  997. 

Herberwe,  or  Herberw,  s.  harbour,  A 
403:  inn,  A  765;  lodging,  shelter,  A 
4119;  dwelling,  position,  F  1035. 

Herberwe,  ^er,  to  shelter,  R.  491 ;  Her- 
berweden, //.//.  lodeed,  B  3.  p  6.  ^5. 

HerberwlniTi  s.  lodging,  sheltenng,  A 

4332- 
Her-bifom,  ad/,  before  this  time,  L.  73; 

a  while  ago,  3.  1136. 
Her-by,  aav,  with  respect  to  this  matter, 

D  2204;  hence,  HF.  263. 
Herde,  s,  shepherd,  G  19a;    keeper  of 

cattle,  A  603. 
Herde-gTomee,  p/.  herdsmen,  HF.  1235. 
Hordes,  //.  coarse  flax, '  hards,'  R.  1233. 
Herdesae,  s,  shepherdess,  T.  i.  653. 
Here^pron,  her.  R.  1260;  ftc 
Here,  poss.prou.  her,  T.  i.  285 ;  &c. 
Here,  adv,  here,  in  this  place,  on  this 

spot. T.v. 478.  (Dissyllabic)   SeeHeer. 
Here,  v.  hear,  A  169;  Heren.  v,  HF.  879; 

Herestow,  2/r.  s,  hearest  thou,  A  3366; 

Herth,  pr,  s.  hears,  L.   327  a ;  Herde, 

pt.  s.  heard,  A  221 ;  Herdestow,  heardest 

thou,  A  4170;  Herd,/^.  heard.  3.  129. 
Here-afirasma,  against  this,  A  3039 ;  Here- 

ayeins,  in  reply  to  that,  T.  ii.  1380. 
Here  and  howne,  T.  iv.  210;  perhaps 

gentle    and    savage,    i.e.    one  and    all 

(doubtful).    Ct  here,  gentle,  in  Strat- 

mann ;  and  A.  S.  Huna,  a  Hun. 
Herie,  v.  praise,  T.  iii.  1672;    Heriest, 

2  pr,  s.  worshippest,  B  3419;  /r.  j.  B 

X155;  pt'  pL  worshipped,  L.  786;  pp.  B 

872.    A.  S.  herioM. 
Herke,  imp.  s.  hearken,  E  1323 ;  Herketh, 

iff^.  pi.  D  1656. 
Herknen,  v.  hearken,  listen,  I  81 ;  ^er. 

to  listen  to,  3.  752;  Herkne,  v.  G  1006; 

fer.  B  3159;  //.  s.  listened  to,  A  4173; 
lerkned,  j^.  listened,  R.  630;  h.  afier^ 

expected,  F  403. 
Heme,  s.  comer,  F  1121 ;  pi.  G  658. 
Hemeys,  s.  armour,  A  2496 ;  pi.  sets  of 

armour,  A  1630. 
Heroner,  s.  falcon  for  herons,  T.  iv.  413. 
Heronere,  adj.  used  for  flying  at  herons, 

L.  iiao.    Said  of  a  £alcon. 
Heronsewes,  s.  pi.  hemshaws,   young 

herons,    F   68.     Heromew   is    derived, 

regularly,  fi^m  A.  F.    herouncel,    later 

herouHfeau :  a  diminutive  ft-om  heroun, 

like  lioncel  from  lion. 
Herse,  s.  hearse,  2.  15,  36. 


Hert,  s.  hart,  3. 351 ;  $•  i95- 

Herte,  s.  heart.  A  150, 329 ;  dear  one.  T.  iL 

1096:    courage,    x.  1222;    Hertes,  gem. 

heart's,  i.  164;  Herte.  ^«t.  T.  it  445; 

Herte  rote,  root  (bottom)  of  the  heart. 

R.  1026 ;  myn  hertes,  of  my  heart.  4. 57. 
Herte, //.  s.  hurt.  3.  883. 
Herte-blood,  heart's  blood.  A  2006.  C  909. 
Hertelees,  adj.  heartless,  without  hart, 

T.  V.  1594;  deficient  in  courage.  B  4098. 
Hertely ,  adv.  heartily.  A  76a ;  thorougbhr. 

U  33 ;  earnestly,  3.  iaa6;  truly.  3. 85. 
Herte«rote,  s.  root  of  the  heart,  depth  <rf 

the  heart.  L.  1993. 
Herte-spoon,  s.  *  the  concave  part  of  6ie 

breast,  where    the    ribs  unite  to  fom 

the  cartilago  ensi/ormu*  (Tyrwhilt).  A 

2606. 
Hert-lnuntlnflr,  s.  hunting  of  the  hart.  3. 

Herth,  pr,  s.  heareth,  L.  327  «. 
Hertly,  adj.  heartfelt,  honest,  L.  2U4; 

hearty.  E  176,  50a,  F  5. 
Hersrinflre,  /.praising.  I  682;  praise.  B 


16^9;  glory,  t.  iii  48. 
Heete,  s.  command,  commandment,  ht- 

best.  B  382;  promise.  F  1064;  Heesle, 

commandment,  I  845. 
H^te,  s.  heat.  R.  1508;  passion.  4.  197; 

heat,  Imtput/or  surge,  B  i.  m  7. 4. 
Hete,  V.  promise,  vow,  (>.  77:  pr.  s.  stdif. 

promise.  A  2398 ;  1  pr.  s.  B  534 ;  Hette. 

il.  s.  4, 185.    See  Hote. 
Heterly,  adv.  fiercely.  L.  638. 
Hdthen,  adv.  hence  (Northern).  A  4€^ 
Hethenesse,  s.  heathen  lands,  A  49^  B 

1112. 
Hdthiosr,   -r.   contempt,   A   411a     Icel 

having. 
Hette,//.  s.  heated,  inflamed.  5. 14c. 
Hette,  //.  s.  promised,  4. 185.  See  Hot*. 
Heve,  V.  heave,  lift,  A  550;  ger.  to  vse 

exertion,  labour.  T.  ii.  1269;  pr.  s.  life 

up.  B  5.  m  5.  18 :  Haf,pi,  s.  heaved,  .A 

3470;  Heef,//.  s.  lifted.  B  i.  p  i.  x^ 
HevcKi,  s.  head.  HF.  5^0;  beginiuoc.A. 

ii.  16.  3 ;  Hevedes.//.  B  2032. 
Heven,  s.  heaven.  A  519;  the  celestol 

sphere.  B  3300*.  supreme  delight.  F  558, 

beautiful  sight,  T.  ii.  637;  Hevene./w«. 

heaven's.  D  ii8x,  G  542. 
HeTenlsb,  ad;,  heavenly,  HF.   1395;  of 

the  spheres,  4.  3a 
Hevietb,  fr.pl,  weigh  down,  B  5.  m  5.  z6. 
Hevy,  adj.  heavy.  R.  229;  sad.  4.  la. 
Hewe,  (i),  s.  hue.  colour,  compleDK 

A  394. 1364 ;  outward  appcaianoe,  mea, 

D  1699 :  pretence.  C  4^1. 


<5b00arial  ivibtx. 


5S 


He  we.  (a),  J.  (household) -servant,  domes- 
tic, E 1785.    A.  S.  Aiwa. 

Hewed,  aiai/,  coloured,  R.  313. 

Hey,  J.  hay,  A  3262 ;  grass,  B  3407. 

Hey  I  inier/.  hey  I  L.  1213. 

Heye,  adj\  def.  high,  A.  i.  16. 11. 
Heyghte,  s,  neight,  A.  ii.  23.  8. 
Heyne,  s,  wretch,  G  1319. 
Hejmous,  adj,  heinous,  odious,  T.  ii.  1617. 
Heyre,  adi,  hair,  made  of  hair,  C  736. 
Heyre,  s,  hair-shirt,  G  133. 
Heysiigge,  s,  hedge-sparrow.  5.  613. 
Heyt,  inttrj,  come  up,  D  1561. 
Hider,  adv,  hither,  4. 165. 
Hidous,  €uij,  hideous,  A  3^20;   terrible, 
horrible,  dreadful,  A  1978,  B  4583 ;  ugly, 
R.  158. 
Hldously,  adv,  terribly,  A  1701. 
Hlelde,  pr.  s,  subj,  pour  out,  shed,  B  3. 

Hlerdes,   female   guardian,  protectress, 

T.  iii.  6x0.  See  Herdesse. 
Hiffht,  Hlirbte ;  see  Hote. 
Hiffhteth,  pr,  s,  adorns,  gladdens,  B  i. 

m  2.  25. 
HUd,  pt,  s.  bent,  inclined,  3.  393. 
Hlnde,  s,  hind,  3.  437. 
Hindre,  v.  hinder.  R.  1039. 
Hlndreste,  super/,  hindmost,  A  633. 
Hlpes,  ^/.hips,  A  473. 
Hlr,  (i),  pers.  pron,  dot,  and  ace,  to  her, 

her,  A  136,  B  163,  &c. 

Hlr,  (a), pass,  pron,  her,  A  lao,  B  164,  &c 

Hir,  (3),  gen,  pi.  of  them;   Hir  aller,  of 

them  all,  A  586 ;  Hir  bothe,  of  both  of 

them,  B  331.        • 

Hlr,  (4),poss,pron, their,  A  xi,  B  X40,  &c ; 

Her.  B  3536,  &c 
HSr  thankes,  with  their  good  will,  will- 
ingly, A  3x14. 
Hire's,  hers,  5. 483.  588. 
Hlmia,  s.  hernia,  I  433. 
His,  gen.  masc,  his,  A  47,  50,  &c. ;  neut. 
its,  I.  178;  T.  iii.  xo88,  v.  1379;  in  phr. 
Mars  bis  »  of  Mars,  I^  3593. 
HI0  tliankes,  with  his  good  will,  will- 
ingly. A  3107. 
Historial,  adj.  historical,  C  x^6. 
BUt,  pram,  it,  3. 117 ;  Hit  am  I,  it  is  1, 3.  x86, 
L..  314 ;  Hit  weren,  they  were.  HF.  1333. 
Hit,  pr.  s,  hides,  F  513.    HU  is  a  con- 
tracted form,  equivalent  to  hideth. 
Ho,  i>ff/rr/.  hold !  stop  I  B3957. 
Ho,  s,  exclamation  commanding  silence, 

A  3533 ;  stop,  cessation.  T.  ii.  1083. 
Hooliepot,  s.  hotch-potch,   mixture,   B 


xV^l. 


Soke,  dat,  <»/Hook. 


Hoker,  s.  scorn,  frowardness,  A  3965.. 
A.  S.  hbcor, 

Hokerly,  adv,  scornfully,  I  584. 

Hold,  s,  possession,  B  4064 ;  grasp,  F  167 ; 
keeping,  D  599 ;  fort,  castle,  B  507. 

Holde,  V,  keep,  preserve,  D  XI44;  hold,, 
keep,  B  41 ;  continue,  go  on  with,  T.  ii. 
965;  restrain,  7.  309,  3x0;  keep  to  (see 
PPOCes),  F  658 ;  Holden,  v,  hold,  kecp,^ 
F  763;  keep.  F  1163;  think,  consider,. 
L.  857;  do  than  holde  herto,  keep  k>  it 
then,  3.  754;  Holde  up,  hold  up,  3/34;. 
Holde  his  pees,  hold  his  peace,  B  4635; 

'  Holde,  X  pr,  s,  consider,  deem,  G  739 ; 
Holdest,  3  pr,  s,  accountest,  L.  336;. 
Halt,  pr.  s,  holds,  xi.  x6;  T.  v.  348; 
keeps,  T.  ii.  37 ;  holds  £ast,  T.  iii.  X636 ; . 
considers,  G  93X ;  esteems,  D  XX85 ;  per- 
forms, 3.  63X;  remains  firm,  xa  38; 
Holt,  pr,  s,  holds,  T.  iii.  1374;  Holden. 
3  pr,  pi,  keep,  L.  3500 ;  Holde,  3  pr,  pi. 
esteem,  deem.  T.  v.  1339;  Heeld,  i  pt,  s^ 
considered,  E  8x8;  Heeld, /A  j.  held,  A 
17s ;  took  part,  A  3847 ;  esteemed,  C  635 ; . 
ruled,  B  35x8;  Holden,  pp.  esteemed,, 
held, A  X4X ;  considered,  E 305 ;  observed,. 
F 1587 ;  esteemed,  L.  1709 ;  bound,  T.  ii.. 
341;  made  to  be,  C  058:  Holde,  pp, 
esteemed.  A  X307 ;  betftrthe  have  holde,. 
better  for  thee  to  have  held,  5.  573;. 
Hold  up,  imp,  pi,  hold  up,  A  783; 
Holdeth,  imp,  pi,  keep,  B  37;  consider,. 
A  1868. 

Holdlnflre  in  hondes,  cajolery,  HF. 
692. 

Holly,  adv,  wholly,  T.  iii.  X45. 

Holm,  s,  evergreen  oak,  A  393X. 

Holour,  s,  lecher,  adulterer,  D  354. 

Holpe,  -n ;  see  Helpe. 

Holsom,  adj.  wholesome,  T.  i.  947 ;  heal- 
ing, 5.  306. 

Holt,  s.  plantation.  A  6. 

Holt,  pr,  s.  holds.  T.  iii.  1374. 

Holwe,  adj.  hollow,  G  1365. 

Holwe,  adv,  hollow,  A  389. 

Horn,  adv,  homewards,  F  635. 

Homicyde  (i).  j.  man-slayer,  E  X994. 

Homicyde  (3),  manslaughter,  murder,. 

HonOfS.  hand,  A  193,  399;  Beren  him  on 
h.,  make  him  believe.  T.  iv.  X404 ;  Bere 
on  h.,  accuse  (of),  D  336;  Bar  on  h.,. 
made  (them)  believe,  D  380;  Bar  him 
on  h.,  assured  him,  T.  iii.  X154;  Holden 
in  h.,  retain,  cajole,  T.  ii.  477;  Holde 
in  h.,  T.  iii.  773 ;  delude  with  feuse  hopes,. 
3.  loio. 

Honeat,  adj.  creditable,  A  346;  honour- 
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able,  worthy,  B  1751;  seemly,  decent, 
C  338 ;  luxurious,  E  9038. 

HoneBl>ee,  s.  honour,  L.  1673 ;  goodness, 
B  3157 ;  honourableness,  2. 40 ;  womanly 
virtue,  C  77. 

Honestetee,  s.  honour,  E  42a ;  modesty, 
I  439 ;  neatness,  I  431. 

Honestly,  adv,  honourably,  B  1434; 
richly,  E  ao96. 

Hongrd,  V.  hang.  A  2410 ;  be  hung,  C  790 ; 
dc  mt  A,,  cause  me  to  be  handed,  T.  i. 
833 ;  fl^r.  p/,  iubj,  hesitate,  T.  ii.  1242. 

Hony,  J.  honey,  A  2908;  beloved  one, 
A.3(Si7. 

Hony-oomby  a  term  of  endearment, 
sweet  one,  A  3698. 

Hony-8wete,  sweet  as  honey,  E  1396. 

Hoodleae,  adj,  without  a  hood,  3. 1028. 

H66k,  s,  hook,  T.  v.  777 ;  sickle,  B  3.  m  i. 
3 ;  crosier,  D  1317. 

H06I,  adj,  whole,  T.  i.  961;  sound,  D 
1370;  unwounded,  F  iiii;  perfect,  G 
III,  117;  restored  to  health,  L.  2468; 
entire.  3.  554. 

H661,  adj,  as  adv.  wholly,  T.  i.  1053 ;  al 
hool,  entirely,  T.  iii.  1013. 

Hoolly,  adv,  wholly,  R.  1163. 

Hoolnesse,  s,  integrity,  B  4.  p6.  202. 

Hoolaome,  adj,  wholesome,  B  2285. 

Hoolsomnesse,  $,  health,  B  2303. 

H66m,  s,  as  adv,  home,  homewards,  L. 
1619. 

Hooxnllnesse,  s.  domesticity,  E  429; 
feimiliarity,  B  2876. 

Hoomly,  adj.  belonging  to  one's  house- 
hold. E  1785. 

Hoomward,  adv,  homeward,  T.  iil  621 ; 
Homward,  A  2956. 

H66r,  adj.  hoary,  white-haired,  grey- 
headed, A  3878. 

Hoors,  adj.;  see  Hors. 

Hoost,  s.  army,  A  874. 

H66t,  adj,  hot,  L.  914;  fervent,  I  117;  as 
s,  5.  380 ;  Hote,  de/.  hot,  c.  266 ;  vora- 
cious, 5.  36a :  (as  epithet  ofAries,  which 
induced  neat  of  blood),  F  51. 

Hope,  s.  expectation,  G  87a 

Hope,  I  pr,  s.  fear,  A  4029. 

Hoper,  s.  hopper,  A  4036, 4039. 

Hoppe,  V,  dance,  A  4375. 

Hoppesteres,  p/.  dancers ;  used  as  adj., 
dancing,  A  2017. 

Hord,  s.  hoard,  treasure,  C  775 ;  store  (of 
apples),  A  3262;  treasure-house,  I  821; 
avarice,  13.  %, 

Hore,  p/.  <?/Hoor,  adj. 

Horn,  s.  horn,  T.  ii.  042 ;  (^musical  instru- 
ment, used  metaphorically),  H  90;  pi. 


drinking-horns,  A  2279;   horns  (of  the 

moon),  T.  V.  652. 
Haroscapo;  m  karoscapo^  within  that  part 

of  the  sky  considers  as  the  ascendent, 

A.  ii.  4.  14. 
Horowe,  atU,  pi.  fool,  scandaknis.  4.  flo6i 

Cf.  A.  S.vlivv',  filthy. 
Hors,  s.  hors,  A  168 ;  the '  horse.'  a  name 

for  the  little  wedge  that  passes  throu{fa 

a  hole  in  the  end  of  the '  pyn,'  A.  i.  14. 

7  (Arabic  atphera*^  the  horse)  ;  Hon,  pL 

A  74, 598. 
Hors,  adi.  hoane,  3.  347;  Hoors.  T.  iv. 

1 147.    K.%,has, 
Horsly,  adj.  like  all  that  a  horse  shoaM 

be,  F  194. 
Hose,  s,  hose,  covering  for  the  feet  and 

legs,  A  3933,  G  726;  Hosen,  //.  A 451b: 

Hoses,#/.  A  3319. 
Hospitallers,  s.  pL  knights  bospitaDos. 

I  891. 
Hosts,  s.  host  (of  an  inn),  keeper  d  a 

lodging,  A  747.    Often  spelt  •sU. 
Hostel,  s.  hostelry.  HF.  loaa. 
Hostelrye,  s.  hostel,  inn.  A  23. 
Hostiler,  j.  innkeeper.  A  241 ;  //.  ser- 
vants at  an  inn,  I  440. 
Hote,  aiU. :  see  Hoot. 
Hote,  adv.  hotly,  A  97, 1737. 
Hote,  V.  command,   promise;    «/w.  be 

called,  R.  38 ;  Hoten.  v.  be  called.  D 144 ; 

Hote,  I  pr.  s,  command,    HF.    1719; 

Hight,  //.  s.  as  pr.  s.  is  called,  L.  417: 

Highten,  ft.  pi.  as  pr.  pi.  are  called.  L 

423:  Hight.  //.  s.  was  named.  U.  795; 

Highte,  pt,  s,  wassailed,  was  named. 

R.  588,  745;  I  pi.  s.  was  called,  A  4336; 

1  pi.  s.  promised.  17.  5;   HUfate,  pt.  s. 

promised.  T.  v.  1636;  2  pi.  pi.  promised. 

E  496;   Hatte,  //.  s.  aspr.s.is  called,  s 

named,  T.  iii.  797;   Hatte.  pt.  pL  were 

called,  were  named.  HF.  1303;   Heoe. 

I  pt.  s.  promised,  4.  18^ ;  Heet.  pi.  s.  was 

named,  HF.  1604;  (who)  was  called.  F 

1388:  Hete  {/or  Heet).  3.  aoo;  Hotcn. 

pp.  called,  A  3941 ;  H\gh%  pp.  promised. 

T.  ii.492:  named,  HF. 226.   A.S.kiiaM, 

The  parts  of  the  verb  show  great  cofi- 

fusion. 
Hottes,  //.  baskets  carried  00  the  back. 

HF.  1940.    O.  F.  Aotte. 
Hound,  s.  dog,  T.  iiL  764. 
Houndflsh,  s.  dogfish,  £  1825. 


A  252,  343;  t0  Moms,  to 


Houped,  ft.pl.  whooped,  B  4590. 

Houa,  s.  house,  A  252,  343;  /p  ^ 
a  reception  by.  L.  XC46 :  nous  and 
house  and  home,  H  229 ;  Hoos  by  boos, 
to  each  house  in  order,  D  1765 ;  a  bouse* 
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hold,  F  24 :  a  '  mansion '  of  a  planet  (in 
astrology).  F  672;  a  *  house '  or  portion 
of  the  skv  (in  astrology).  B  304.  The 
whole  celestial  sphere  was  divided  into 
twelve  equal  portions,  called  houses,  by 
six  great  circles  passing  through  the 
north  and  south  points  of  the  horizon ; 
two  of  these  circles  being  the  meridian 
and  the  horizon.  A  house,  when  used 
for  a '  mansion,'  is  a  sign  of  the  zodiac ; 
thus  Aries  was  the  ipansion  of  Mars. 
H6uBbonde,  j.  husband,  B  2241. 
Housbondryej  s.  economy,  A  4077; 
household  goods.  D  288. 

Houaled,  pp.  maide  a  recipient  of  holy 
communion,  I  1027. 

Hove,  V,  hover,  dwell,  T.  iii.  1427 ;  pr,pl, 
wait  in  readiness,  hover,  L.  1196;  pt,  s. 
waited  about,  T.  v.  33. 

How,  inUfy.  ho !  A  3437,  3577. 

Ho wne,  savage  (?) ,  T.  iv.  210.  See  Here. 

Howve,  s.  hood,  T.  iii.  775;  Sette  his 
howve,  set  (awry)  his  hood,  make  game 
of  him,  A  3911. 

Humanitee,  s,  kindness,  E  92. 

Humbely,  adv.  humbly,  T.  v.  1354. 

Hiimblely ,  adv,  humbly,  T.  ii.  1719 ;  L.  156. 

Htimblesse,  s.  meekness,  A  178 1,  B  16^. 

HumbllnsTt  s.  low  growl  (lit.  humming), 
HF.  1039. 

Hiunme,  i^er,  to  hum,  T.  ii.  1199. 

Hunte,  s.  huntsman,  A  2018.  2628. 

HuQter,  s.  huntsman,  A  1638. 

Hunteresee,  s.  /em.  female  hunter.  A 

3347. 
Hurleat,  2  pr.  s,  dost  hurl,  dost  whirl 

round,  B  297.      • 
Hurt,  pr.  s.  hurteth,  hurts.  T.  v.  350. 
Hurtleth,  fr.  s.  pushes,  A  26x6;  pr.  pi. 

dash  together,  L.  638. 
Husht,  pp.  hushed,  silent,  L.  2682 ;  Hust, 

as  imp.  s.  be  silent,  A  3722. 
Hy,  adj.  high.  A  306 ;  Hye,  dot.  HF.  1133 ; 
great.  E  135 ;  Hye  weye,  dot.  (the)  high 
way,  main  road,  A  897. 
Hyde,  v.  hide,  A  1477, 1481 ;  lie  concealed, 
F  141 ;    Hydestow,  hidest  thou,  D  308 ; 
Hit,/r.  s.  hides,  F  512;  Hidde,  i  pt.  s. 
hid.  F  593;  Hed,  pp.  hidden,   L.  208; 
Hid,  pp.  hidden,  R.  1598. 
JHye,  adv.  high,  aloft,  HF.  905;  L.  1200; 

loudly,  3.  305 ;  proudly,  T.  ii.  401. 
Bye,  V.  hasten,  hie,  A  2274,  G  1151 ;  h.  me, 
maJce  haste,  G  1084;  ^er.  to  bring 
hastily,  F  291;  to  hasten,  HF.  1658;  Hy 
thee,  imp.  s.  rejl.  G.  1295. 
Hye,  s.  haste;  only  in  phr.  in  hye,  in 
haste,  T.  ii.  88,  1712. 


Hyene,  s.  hyaena,  10.  35. 

Hyer,  adj.  higher,  upper,  HF.  1117. 

Hyne,  s.  hind,  servant,  peasant.  A  603. 
C688.    K.^.hlna. 

Hyre,  s.  hire,  A  507 ;  reward,  i.  103 ;  pay- 
ment, D  1008 ;  ransom,  T.  iv.^06. 


I-,  common  prefix  of  past  participUs  ;  see 

Icched,  pp.  itched,  A  3682. 

Ich,  pron.  I,  T.  i.  678,  iii.  1818. 

I-^omen,  pp.  come,  T.  iii.  1668. 

Idus,  J.//.  ides,F47. 

Ignotum,  s,  an  unknown  thing.  G  1457. 

Lat.  ignotum,  an  unknown  thing ;  comp. 

ignotius,  a  less  known  thing. 
I-Srraunted,  pp.  granted.  T.  iv.  665. 
I-halowed,  pp.   view-hallooed    (of  the 

hart),  3.  379. 
Ik,  I,  A  3867,  3888. 

n,  adj.  evil,  A  4174.    (A  Northern  word.) 
Il-hayl,  bad  luck  (to  you),  A  4089.     (A 

Northern  form.) 
nke,  adj.   same,  very,  A  64,  175;  that 

ilke,  that  same,  B  3663 ;  ilke  same,  very 

same,  L.  779. 
Imasrinatyf,  adj.:  No-thing  list  him  to 

been    imaginatyf  =  it    did    not  at    all 

please  him  to  imagine,  he  did  not  care 

to  think,  F  1094. 
Ima^ninsr,  s.  plotting,  A  1995;   fancy, 

18.  36. 
Imperie,  s.  government,  rank,  B  2.  p  6. 13. 
Impertinent,  adj.  irrelevant,  E  54. 
Impes,  pi.  grafts,  scions,  B  3146.    A.  S. 

imp. 
Impetren,  pr.  pi.  impetrate.  ask  for,  B  5. 

p  3.  225. 
Importable,  adj.  insufferable,  B  3792,  E 

1144, 
Im];>088fble,  adj.  impossible,  T.  i.  783; 

as  s.,  thing  impossible.  D  688. 
Impre8€ien,  v.  imprint,  T.  iii.  1543 ;  im- 

grint  (themselves),  find  an  impression, 
•  1578;  pr.  pi*  make    an   impression 

(upon),  G  1071. 
Impressioun,  s.  remembrance.  F  371 ;  //. 

notions,  HF.  39. 
In,  s.  dwelling,  house,  A  3547,  3622;  inn, 

B  4216 :  locking,  B  1097. 
la,  f  rep.  in,  A  3,  &c.;  into,  B  119;  =  come 

within,  20.  6 ;  on,  I  10^ ;  against,  I  695. 
In  manus  tuas,  into  Thy  hands  (I  commend 

my  spirit),  A  4287. 
In  principio,  in  the  beginning,  A  254,  B 

4353.    Part  of  St  John,  i.  x. 
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tnde.  adj.  indigo,  dark  blue,  R*67» 
Indeterroln&t,  adj,  not  mojked  upeatlit 

A-triti;iht:,  A.  ii.  I7.  t-ubttii. 
Indifferently,  itJv.  impaitiaJly,  E  5.  p  3. 

Induracloun,  j,  hardening,  G  855, 
Inequftl,  adj.  uncqitaJ,  A  aayi ;  Incquales, 

pi.  of  varying  lenglh ;   h&Hrtt  i^ffvaJes, 

hours  formed   by  dividing  Iht;  dvrafk'tt 

^/  dfiyiigkt  by  twelve,  A.  ii,  8.  I. 
Infect,  adj.  q(  no  effect,  A  jao;  dimtned, 

B  4,  m  5.  13. 
In-fere,  .i^i-.  together,  B  3^,0  9^4.  01%. 

tn  fire^  in  company. 
Infortnnat.    tidj,    unfortunate,   unlucky, 

in.iUhf-icirnj!^,  B  30a* 
Infortdne,  i.  misfortune,  ill  feftunc,  T, 

iik  1626,  rv-  185* 
Infortdned,  ff.  ill^tarreil,  T»  lv<  744, 
InfortunlUff,  .r*  unlucky  condition,  A.  if, 

+  4i" 
Ingot,  jr.  a  mould  for  pouring  inetAl  into, 

G  1206,  1309. 
Inhelde,  imp.  s.  pour  in,  infuse,  T.  ill,  44. 
Injiire,  s.  injury,  T,  iii»  101 8* 
In-knette,  pi.'s.  knit  up,  drtw  m,  T,  iU* 

toSa. 
Inly,     d^iy,     inwardly,     intinmteJy,     est- 

tremely,  greatly,   T.  i.   140;  exquiaitcly, 

5.  27^- 
In-mld,  firf/>.  amid.  HF.  9«, 
Xnmortal,  fidL  immortal,  1. 1.  103, 
Inne,  dJt  uf  In,  j, 
Inne,  adv.  in.  within,  T.  i.  aSfj,  3ai, 


^Micilto,  f .  hypocriic,  K,  414, 
Ire,  .<.  trrit&biliiy,  R,  314^  4|Qi< 

IrouSi  i?^',  angry,  B  3315,  D  30:14. 
Irreg^Uler,  adj.  asinner  against  \  ^ 

1  78a. 
I8,  I  pr^  J,  a.m  CN^onheim),  A  , 

4303;  3/r.  X.  art  (Nortfecrn). .. 
ISftOSt,  a/r.  J.  issue^i.  B  3,  p  la. 
teaue,  s.  ouilei.  vemt,  T,  v,  aofg* 
It  am  I,  it  15  I,  A  1736. 
I-wls«  flf/i*,  ccrteifily.  truly,  verily,  d  4I* 

J. 

JwIb,  jr.  a  jade,  i,  c,  mberable  hack,  B  4 
Ja90UitCd»,  ^.  gam  els  { *r  rubi«) ,  R.  t  ll| 
Je^ouB,  lidj.  jealous,  A  i^ag^ 
JaJouflye ,  j.  jc*iIousy,  A  3J^ 
Jambeixx^  x,  j»/»  Jtggfngs,  kf- 
2065.    From  F,  /am£f^^  the  ti^. 
Jipne,  j^.  a  small  coiu  of  Genos^  B  1 

Jao^le,  t'.  chatter,  prate,  X  iL  666. 
Janglere,  /,  siofT-teUtr,  jester,  babWif. 

A  560;  talkative  person,  H  3|j* 
Janglereaae,    j.    {female J    clatter^, 

pfiinlfir,  D  638* 
J&nglorye ,  j,  gosfip,  T.  v,  755 :  taJkatirr- 

ne&b,  B  2353. 
Janglee,  j.  ^/,  idle  pratinj^,  H¥,  t^\ 

dispufei,  arguments,  D  1407* 
Jangling  e,    i.  chaltcnn^,    kJJe 

1649^ 
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Jogelrye,  s.  jugglery.  F  1965. 

JoUf ,  ad/,  joyral,  merry,  R.  109,  A  3355 ; 

m  good  spirits,  B  4964 ;  jovial,  R.  435 ; 

frisky,  A  4154 :  pretty,  R.  6ia 
Jolily,  adv.  memly,  A  437a 
Jolitee,  s.  sport,  amusement,  merriment, 

A  1807;  joviality,  jollity,  mirth,  R.  616; 

enjoyment,    F   344;    comfort,   A   680; 

excellence,  H  197 ;  happiness.  HF.  68a. 
Joly,   adj\   full   of  merriment,    D    456; 

jolly,  joyous,  R.  6ao:  delightful,  L.  176; 

festive,  B  1185.    See  Jolif. 
Jolyer,  adj.  comp,  handsomer,  F  927. 
Joljrf;  see  JoUf. 
Jolynesse,  s.  festivity,  F  289 ;  amusement, 

D926. 
Jolytee;  see  JoUtee. 
Jompre,  imp.  s.  jumble,  T.  ii.  1037. 
Jordanea,  pi.  chamberpots,  C  305. 
Joeaa,  down  here,  A  4101.    O.  F.  jos, 

down ;  fa,  here. 
Jouken,  v.  slumber,  T.  v.  409.     O.  F. 

joqmier^jouquier,  fitre  en  repos,  jucher. 
Joumee,  s.  day's  work,  R.  579;  day's 

march.  A  2738 ;  journey,  E  783. 
Jowes,  s.  pi.  jaws,  B  i.  p  4.  107  (where 

the    Latin    text    has  faucibtis\ ;     iaws, 

jowto,    HF.   1786  (riming  with   Clowes, 

claws). 
Joynture,  m,  union,  B  a.  p  5.  51. 
Jubbe,  s.  vessel  for  holding  ale  or  wine, 

A  q628.  B  126a     (It  held  4  gallons.) 
Judicial,    adj.   judicial,    A.    ii.   4.    59. 

yudicial  astrology  pretended  to  forecast 

the    destinies    of    men    and    nations; 

malural  astrology  foretold  natural  events, 

such  as  the  weather  and  seasons. 
JuS'e,  s,  judge,  A  814;  umpire,  A  171a, 

1864. 
Ju^e,  s.  judge;    but  an  error  for  Jug, 
a  yoke.  I  898.    Belial  is  explained  to 
mean  '  absque  iugo,'  in  the  Vulgate. 
•JugrGf  z  pr.  s.  judge,  decide,  5.  639;  pp. 

HF.357. 
Jugroinent,   s.  judgement,  decision,  A 

778 ;  opinion,  B  1038 ;  sentence,  5.  431. 
•JufiTfiren,  V'  juctee,  T.  ii.  ai;  deem,  T. 

v.  1203;  imp. pi,  judge  ye,  T.  iii.  1312. 
«Juparte,  2  pr.  pi,  jeopard,  imperil,  en- 
danger, T.  iv.  1566. 
Jupartye,  s,  jeopardy,  peril,  hasard,  T. 
ii.  465,  772.    O.  r.  Jeu  parti  (Lat.  iocus 
partitus),^  divided  game. 
Just,  adj.  just,  exact,  correct,  D  209a 
Jtiste,  V.  joust,  tourney,  tilt,  A  96,  3604. 
J-ustes,  s.  pi,  as  sing,  a  jousting-match, 

A  27»>- 
Jixsttnff,  s.  jousting,  L.  1115. 


Justyse,  s.  judge,  B  665.  C  289. 

Justyse,  s,  judgement,  condemnation,  i. 
142;  administration  of  justice,  C  587. 

Juyse,  s,  justice,  judgement,  B  795 ;  sen- 
tence, A  1739.    O.  Y.Juise. 


Blalender,  s.  calendar,  almanack,  A.  i. 

II.  I :  hence,  a  complete  record  of  exam- 
ples, L.  542;  P1.1.7S' 
Kalendee,  i.  e.  beginning,  introduction, 

T.  v.  1634.     (Because  the  Kalends  fall 

on  ihejlrst  of  the  month.) 
Karf,  //.  s.  o/Kerve, 
Kayiiard,  s,  doUrd,  D  235.    O.  F.  ca^- 

ttard,  cagnard,  sluggard. 
Kecche,  v.  catch,  clutch,  T.  iii.  1375. 
Kfichil,  s.  small  cake,  D   1747.    O.  E. 

coecil,  small  cake. 
Keep,  s.  care,  heed,  notice  (only  in  the 

phrase  take  keep) ;  tak  keep,  take  notice, 

D431. 
Keep,  imp,  s,  take  care  I  mind  I  A  41 01. 
Kekl  interj.  (represents  the  cackle  of  a 

goose),  5.  499. 
Kembe,  ger.  to  comb,  R.  599;  pr.  s.  E 

2011;    Kemlxie,  pt.  s.  F  560;    kempte, 

//.   J.   A   3374;    Kembd.  pp.    combed, 

trimmed,  A  2143. 
Kempe,  adj.  pi.  shaggy,  rough.  A  2134. 

Cf.    I  eel.    kampr,    beard,    moustaches, 

whiskers  of  a  cat;  and  see  Camp,  s.  (4) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet. 
Ken,  s.  kin,  kindred,  men,  3.  438.    (A 

Kentish  form.) 
Kene,  a^'.  keen,  eager,  21.  6;  cruel,  la 

27 ;  bold.  B  3439 ;  sharp,  A  2876. 
Kene,  adv.  keenly,  6.  63 ;  11. 3. 
Kenne,  v.  discern.  HF.  498. 
Kepe,  V.  take  care  (01),  A  130;  keep, 

preserve,  L.  384 ;  1  pr.  s.  care,  L.  1032 ; 

mtend,  T.  i.  676 ;  regard,  reck,  A  2238 ; 

/  kepe  kan,  I  care  to  have,  G  1368 ;  pr. 

s.  subj.  may  (He)  keep,  F  889;  pt.  s. 

E  223;   retained.  A  442;   took  care  of, 

A  415,  512.  B  269:    imp.  s.  take  cate! 

A  4101 ;  imp,  pi.  keep  ye.  B  764. 
Kepe,  s.  heed  (only  in  the  phrase  take 

kepe  or  take  ktept);  I  take  kepe,  3.  6. 
Keper.  /.  keeper,  i.  e.  prior,  A  172. 
Kerchief,  finely  woven  loose  covering,  5. 

272 ;  kerchief,  B  837. 
Kers,  s,  cress;   thmg  of  small  value,  A 

3756. 
Kerve,  v.  carve,  cut,  T.  ii.  325,  F  158; 

Karf,  pt,  s,  carved,  A  100;  cut,  B  3647^ 
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3791 ;  Conrcn,  fp,  cut,  A  2696 ;  canred, 

HF.  1395 :  slasfied.  A  3318. 
Kerver,  s,  carver,  A  1899. 
KervlniT*   <r*  canring,  A   1935;    cutting, 

crossing  over,  A  1. 19. 4. 
KervinflT-toles,  s.  pi.  tools  to  cut  with, 

T.  i.  632. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  E  1057 ;  Keste.  //.  s.  F  35a 

(A  Kentish  form.)    See  Klssen. 
Keyere,  v.  to   recover.  T.  i.  917;  pp, 

covered.  HF.  27^,  352. 
Keye,  j.G  1219;  kev  {in place  </ rudder), 

B  3.  p  18.  80.    Chaucer  has  translated 

clauo  (rudder),  as  if  it  were  claue  (key). 
Kichenes,//.  kitchens.  D  869. 
Kid,  Kidde ;  see  Kythen. 
Kike,  V.  kick,  D  941. 
Klmelin,  s,  a  laige  shallow  tub,  A  3548, 

3621. 
Km,  J.  kindred,  R.  a68 ;  torn  kin,  of  some 

kind.  B  1137 ;  alles  kinms,  of  every  kind, 

HF.  1530. 
Kinde,   s.   nature,   R.   412,   1699;    race, 

lineage,  stock,  D  iioi;  seed,  I  965;  the 

natural  world,  HF.  ^84;   natural  bent, 

F  608,  619 ;  natural  msposition,  HF.  43 ; 

natural  ordinance.  3. 494 ;  kind,  species. 

5.  174 ;    a/"  i.,  by  nature,  naturally,  F 
'  >      768^^//.  sorts,  HF.  204. 

Kiaoe,  adj,  kind,  A  647;   natural.  HF. 

834.  836. 

Kinde,  adv,  kindly,  7.  267. 

Kindely,  adj,  natural,  HF.  842. 

Kindely,  adv.  by  nature,  D  403;  natu- 
rally, HF.  832.  ) 

Kiadenesse,  s.  kindness,  4.  298;  love.i 
devotion,  L.  665. 

Kinoes  note,  the  name  of  a  tune,  A  3217. 

Elinrede,  j.  kindred.  B  2558;  relations. 
A  1286 ;  birth,  A  2790 ;  family,  L.  2094. 

Klrtel,  J.  kirtle,  A  3321.  A  ktrtle  usually 
means  a  short  skirt  with  a  body. 

Klssen,  v.  kiss,  L.  761 ;  Kiste,  pt.  pi.  R. 
788:  kisi  tfuy  been,  they  have  kissed 
each  other,  B  1074.    See  Kesse. 

Kltte,  pt.  5.  cut,  B  600, 1761. 

Knakkes,  5.  pi.  tricks.  I  652 ;  contempti- 


ble ways,  3.  1033. 

thickset 
A549. 


Knarre,  s.  a  thickset  fellow,  sturdy  churl. 


ELnarry,  adj.  gnarled,  A  1977. 

Knave,  s.  boy,  servant-lad,  page,  R.  886; 
man-servant,  servant,  L.  1807;  peasant, 
D  1 190;  Knave  child,  male  child,  B  715. 

Knavish,  adj.  rude.  H  205. 

Knede,  v.  knead,  A  4094;  Kneden,  pp. 
kneaded,  R.  217. 

Knet.  Knette;  see  Knltte. 


Knetthiffe,  s.  chain.  B  5.  p  i.  39. 

Knicrhtly,  adv.  bravely.  L.  9085. 

Knltte,  gtr,  to  knit,  I  47 :  a  pr.  s.  rtJL 
joinest  (thyself),  art  in  conjunctioa.  B 
307 :  Knit,  pp.  "L,  89;  conjoined.  5.  ^i ; 
agreed.  F  1230;  wedded.  F  986;  jomed 
in  love.  4.  50;  Knet,/^.  R.  1397. 

Knlttinffes,  pL  connections,  B  5.  m  3. 18. 

Knobbes,  //.  large  pimples.  A  ^3. 

Knoppe,  s,  bud.  R.  1702. 

Knotte,  J.  knot,  gist  of  a  tale.  F  401. 407. 

Knotteles,  adj.  without  a  knot,  T.  v.  769. 

Knotty,  adj.  covered  with  knots,  A  1977. 

Knowe,  dat.  kn^,  T.  ii.  1202. 

Knowe,  v.  know,  A  382;  Knowestov, 
thou  knowest,  A  3»6 ;  Knewe.  a  pt.  s. 
knewest,  10.  21;  Knew.  pt.  s.  A  ^^', 
Knewe,  i  pt,  s.  smij.  could  know,  F  466: 
Knewe,  //.  //.  D  1341 ;  Knewe.  pt.  i. 
suij.  were  to  know,  R.  282 ;  Knowen,/»^ 
known,  L.  ^x ;  shown,  B  2703;  Knowe, 
pp.  known,  L.  1382. 

KnowlniTf  s.  knowledge,  R.  1699;  con- 
sciousness, 6. 114. 

KnowlnflTO,  adj.  conscious,  B  3.  p  ix.  x68 ; 
Knowinge  with  me,  i.  e.  my  witnesses, 
B  I.  p  4.  5a 

Knowlecneth,  pr.  s.  acknowledges.  B 
2964. 

Knowlechlng*,  s.  knowing,  knowledge. 
G  1432;  cognition,  B  ^.  p  ^3. 

Konximg',  s.  cunning,  skill.  F  251. 

Konnlnflre,  adj.  skimil.  T.  i.  302. 

Kukkowl  Mr/,  cuckoo!  5.499. 

Kyken,  pr.  pi.  peep,  A  3841 ;  pp.  gaied, 
A  3445.    IceL  SZl^i.  Swed.  i/^. 

'Kyn.'p'l.  ktne,  cows,  B  4021. 

Kyndely,  adj'.  natural,  3. 761. 

'Kyndely,  adv.  naturally,  by  nature.  3. 
778. 

Kyte,  s.  kite  (bird),  A  1x79. 

Kythe,  v.  shew,  shew  plainly,  display. 
F  748 ;  declare  to  be.  7.  228 ;  shew,  xa 
63:  pr.  s.  shews,  L.  C04;  Kidde.  pt.  t 
shewed,  T.  i.  208 ;  Kid,  pp.  made  known. 
L.  1028:  known,  9.  46;  Kytbed.  pp. 
shewn.  G  1054 ;  Kythe,  pr.  s.  smfy\  xmaj 
shew,  B  636 ;  Kyth,  imp.  s.  shew,  T.  n. 
538;  display,  T.  iv.  619;  HF.  s^; 
Kytheth,  iir^.pl.  4.  298. 


Laas;  see  Las. 

Labbe.  s.  blab,  tell-tale,  A  3;509. 

Ijabblxi|r»  pres.  part,  blabbing,  babblii^ 

£2428. 
Label,  s.  the  narrow  revolving    rod  v 
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rale  on  the  front  of  the  astrolabe,  A.  i. 
23.  z. 

L6borou8,  adj,  laborioas,  D  1498. 
Laoohe,  /.  snare,  springe,  R.  1624. 
Lace ;  see  Las. 
Laced,  pp,  laced  up,  A  3267. 
Laoerte,  s,  a  fleshy  muscle,  A  9753. 
Lache,  adj,  lazy,  dull,  B  4.  p  3. 133. 
Lacheeee,  s,  laziness,  I  yao. 
Ladnge,  s,  lacing ;  vnih  laymeres  /.,  with 

the  listening  up  of  straps,  A  2504. 
Lad,  Ladde ;  see  Lede. 
Lcule,/<fr.  to  load,  cover,  T.  ii.  1544. 
ijaAStgem,  lady's,  A  8^695. 
LaftyLafte;  seeLeve. 
Lak,  s.  want,  defect,  lack,  3.  958 ;  blame, 
dispraise,  L.  298  a;    Lakke,  dot,  lack, 
want,  5.  87,  6x5;  loss,  F  430;  ace,  fault, 
£2199. 
Lake,  j.  a  kind  of  fine  white  linen  cloth, 
B  acuS.    The  word  probably  was  im- 
ported  from    the    Low   Countries,   as 
laJken  is  a  common    Dutch  word   for 
cloth  or  a  sheet 
Lakken,  v,  find   foult  with,  disparage, 
blame.  R.  384 ;  pr,  s.  lacks,  B  1437 ;  pr, 
s,  impers,  lacla ;  nu  lakkith^  I  lack,  2. 105. 
Liakkingr,  s.  lack,  sdnt,  R.  Z147. 
Xjambiali,  a(U.  gentle  as  lambs,  9. 50. 
Ltaxnpe,   s.  lamina,  thin   plate,  G   764. 

F.  lame^  a  thin  plate,  Lat.  lamina. 
Lanfire,  adj.  long  (Northern),  A  4175. 
IjanflT^iir,  j.  weakness,  i.  7 ;  slow  starva- 
tion. R.  *I4;   B  3597;    languishing,  R. 
304;  sickness,  F  I  loi. 
Ijan^ulSBhe,  v,  fail.  HF.  20x8. 
Liapidaire,  a  treatise  on  precious  stones, 

HF.  1352. 
L«&PPO>  -f*  fold,  lappet,  or  edge  of  a  gar- 
ment, F  441,  G  X2 ;  lap,  A  til6 ;  a  wrap- 
per. E  S85. 
Xjappetn,  pr,  s,  enfolds,  embraces.  4. 76. 
LOLTge,  adj.  large,  A  472, 753 ;  great,  I  705 ; 
wide,  broad,  R.  1351 ;  liberal,  bounteous, 
R.  1168;  at  his  i.,  free  (to  speak  or  to  be 
silent),  A  2288;  free  to  move.  HF.  745; 
at  our  I.,  free  (to  go  anywhere) ,  D  322. 
Liarfire,  adv.  liberally,  z.  Z74. 
Ijarirely,  adv.  fully,  A  Z908;  in  a  wide 

sense,  I  804. 
Ijarereiiesae,  s.  liberality,  I  1051. 
Ijarereese,  s,  liberality,  R.  Z150;  bounty, 
B  2465 ;  liberal  bestower,  1. 13. 

s,  s,  lace,  snare,  entanglement,  L.  600; 

net,  A  2389 ;  Laas,  lace,  1.  e.  thick  string, 

A 399 ;  band.  G  574;  lace  (i.  e.  laces),  K. 

843  ;   Lace,  snare,  entanglement,  z8.  50. 

adj.  contp.  less,  R.  xz8;    lesser, 


A  Z756;   smaller,  B  2262;   leas  (time), 
A  3519;   lasse  and  more,  smaller  and 
greater,  i.  e.  all,  E  67 ;   the  lasse,  the 
lesser,  R.  X87. 
Lasse,  adv.  less,  3.  937 ;  the  las,  the  less. 

Last,  /.  //.  lasts,  i.  e.  burdens,  loads, 
B  X628.  A.  S.  hi^t,  a  burden,  load, 
a  ship's  freight. 

Lasts,  adj.  last,  xa  7X ;  atte  /.,  at  last,  3. 
364;  lastly,  A  707. 

Lasts,  V.  endure,  4.  226;  Last,/r.  s.  lasts, 
£  266:  Laste,  //.  s.  lasted,  B  z8a6; 
delayed.  L.  79X. 

Late,  adj.  late;  bet  than  never  is  late^ 
G  14x0 ;  til  now  late,  till  it  was  already 
late,  3. 45. 

Late,  -n,  let ;  see  Lets. 

Lathe,  j.  bam  (Northern),  HF.  2140; 
A  4088.    IceL  hldda, 

Latls,  s.  lattice,  T.  ii.  6x5. 

Latitude,  s,  (x)  breadth.  A.  i.  ax.  43; 
(a)  the  breadth  of  a  climate,  or  a  line 
along  which  such  breadth  is  measured, 
A.  ii.  39.  4a ;  (3)  astronomical,  the  angu- 
lar distance  of  any  body  from  the  ecliptic, 
measured  along  a  great  circle  at  right 
angles  to  the  ecUptic,  A.  pr.  xxo ;  (4)  ter- 
restrial, the  distance  of  a  place  N.  or  S. 
of  the  equator,  E  X797, 

Latoun,  s.  latten,  a  compound  metal, 
like  pinchbeck,  containing  chiefly  copper 
and  zinc,  A  699. 

Latrede,  ac^.  tardy,  dawdling,  I  718. 
A.  S.  latriaede. 

Latter,  adv.  more  slowly,  I  97X. 

Lauds,  s,  praise,  honour,  HF.  X575 ;  //. 
lauds,  a  service  held  at  2  or  3  a.m.,  A 

3655- 
Laug'he,  v,  laugh,  A  474;  Laugheth  of, 

smiles  on  account  of.  A  1494:  Lough, 

strong  pt.  s.  laughed,  R.  248 ;  Laughede, 

weakpt.pl.  R.  863. 
Launoe,  v.  rear,  HF.  946. 
Launoecray,  s.  a  kind  of  lance,  B  X942, 

aoii.    Originally  of  Moorish  origin. 
Launcheth,  pr.  s,  pushes,  lets  slide.  D 

,  2145. 

Launde,  s,  a  grassy  clearing  (called  dale 

in  5. 327) ,  5. 302 ;  glade,  plain  surrounded 

by  trees,  A  i6qx. 
Laure,  /.  laurel-tree,  HF.  1107. 
Laureat,  adj,  crowned  with   laurel,   B 

3886.  E  3X. 
Laurer,  s,  laurel-tree,  5.  X82. 
Laurer-orouned,  laurel-crowned,  7. 43. 
Lauriol,  s.  spurge-laurel.   Daphne  LaU" 

reola,  B  4x53. 
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lAUflt  ^/-  loose.  B  4.  p  6.  147. 

LavOiit  jf/r.  to   exhaust^  B  4.  p  6.    14; 

Laved^  />p.  drawn  up,  B  3,  m   13,  135^ 

A.  S.  iakan. 
Lavender^  j.  Inundrcu,  L..  35S. 
Jjfiverokkes,  ;*/.  sky-brJts^  R,  66a, 
Lavourfl,  ps.  b:isins,  D  aSy* 
Xjftxatif ,  adj.  ^  i.  looseness ,  A  5^56 1  t. 

Lay  (I),  A  song,  lay,  B  1959;  Layci,^, 

songs,  K  710,  7 lip  947. 
La-y  (a),  i.  law;  jIj^cj  belief,  faith,  T.  L 

340;  creeds  U  336, 
Layneroe,   ;*/.   straps,  tbougs,  A  0504, 

O,  J*,  /am-grf ;  mod.  E,  ia^ard. 

l>azar,  j(.  leper,  A  ^43* 

Ijeche,  J.  physician,  A  3904^  C  916* 

Lechecraft,  J.  art  of  medicine,  T.  IT,  436; 
akiH  of  a  physiciiin,  A  12745, 

Ire c her,  j.  beaEer,  B  4.  p  o,  338. 

Lee  hour,  j,  lecher,  B  1935* 

Lede,  TJi.  ifcad,  T*  i,  359 ;  carry,  T.  iv.  1514 ; 
lead,  iak(.\  L.  aoai ;  draw,  R,  160S; 
govern,  13  434;  lead  (his  tife),  R.  13M ; 
lead»  K*  1139;  Ijc^e.^tr^  to  lead,  spend, 
F  744 ;  I0  gut  tie,  R.  400 ;  Let,  /n  j.  leads, 
T,  ii.  8Sa;  LadJc.  ,^i.  f,  led,  R.  581; 
brought^  7,  39;  carried,  L.  114;  con- 
ducted, B  3747:  continued,  R,  ni6; 
l^ddcD.  //,  ^/.  led,  R.  1310 :  Ledden, 
pi^  pL  ^  3 ;  In^dde,  pt.pL  B  3930  \  Lad^ 
^.  led,  L.  ttoS,  1946;  brought,  A  a&ao; 
conducted,  A  4403 ;  carried^  C  74, 


I^mk,  J.  Jeek,  R,  3is  ^  a  iMng  of  no  t«1iic; 

G  795* 
IieeiJi,  t*fTp.  J,  ij/"  Lene. 
L©ep  Oi*p),  M  ^*  */"  I>P=. 
LiAdB  (1*5*),  J.  leash,  G  19;  snfii«;  7>  ajj. 
Lees,  a^?;  unirue,  R.  8. 
LeeB  (l^^^J,  J.  di^oeit,  bmud;   d  lArrtMf 

4^ffj,  ii  wicked  fraud,  L^  1545^  »v/4t>«/i« 

/it(?T,  wiibont  deceii,  verii|,  JiF,  M% 
Leea,  //.  j. ,/  Lese. 
Leeete,  01^.  ji^.  least,  B  5513:  aitt  £ 

tf^i^*,  at  the  very  least,  A  it«i. 


Leet,  pL  /.  fl/  Lete. 

Lefe,  iidj./em,  wc,  di*ar,  tlr. 


Leful :  see  Lev^fuL 
L&g^ge,  -n ;  see  Leye,  v, 
Ijeld^,  1  /A  J.  f/  Leyc, 

Lel^b,  /A  J,  tff  Lye  (a>. 

L©kea,  /A  ktrJts,  A  6^ 

Lera  es ,  pi:  fla  mei,  B  4  <  ^oi.    A,  &  lim^. 

Lemmao,  f,  jwajf.  (maie)  lower,  wf«^ 
heart,  A  4240,  42^  \  f^m,  (frtaak)  lewe^ 
liid  v-lovc,  A  3^e,  32S0 ;  concvbim*,!  ^ 

UndiH,  pL  Undr^m, 
Lane,  a4^'.  leati,  thin,  R,  a  18,  4441  weifc, 

T.  it,  13a. 
L0110,  ^<r,  t0  lend,  gitr«,  A  611;  Le>t. 

imp.  i.  lend,  B  i37iS ;  L«ii»  t]^  a,  g£>^ 

A  3oSa.    A^  S.  i^nsiL, 
Lene,  »,  lean,  mc^ne,  fl  063^9, 
Leoff,  0^r.  longer;  ^tvr  L  CAf  t^n,  ii 

worse,  the  longer  it  laiti,  A  fBf** 
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441 ;  (a)  to  learn,  T.  ▼.  i6x ;  Lere,  ger,  to 

ieam.  find  out,  D  909;  \jsn.,pr,pl.  (i) 

teach.  5.  25;  (a)  learn,  F  104;  Lercd,//. 

(a)  learnt.  T.  iti.  406. 
Liered,  adj,  instructed,  learned,  C  283; 

A.  S.  Oared, 
I«eme,  v.  learn,  A  908,  D  994 ;  Lerned  of, 

taught  by.  G  748.    (Chaucer  here  uses 

the  word  wrongly,  as  in  mod.  provincial 

English.) 
LoBO,  X.  dot,  pasture.  T.  ii  75a;  HF.  1768. 

A.  S.  Ues, 
Ijeae,  v.  lose.  A  iaz5,  xa9o;  Lese  me,  t/. 

lose  myself  be  lost,  c.  1^7 ;   Lees.  //.  s. 

lost,  L.   945;    Leseth,  tM^.  //.  B    19; 

Loren,/^.  lost.  L.  xo^;  Ijom,  pf,  lost. 

T.  u  3J3,  iii.  1076.    iv.  16x3;    torlorn, 

wasted.  R.  366. 
Ijeslnff,  s,  lilsehood.  lie,  HF.  ao89;  G 

479;    Lesinges.^/.  lies,  deceits,  R.  a; 

lying  reports,  HF.  ai^ 
TiimfTige,  J.  loss,  I  xcko  ;  Lesing,  A  1707 ; 

yftr  Usimge^  for  fear  of  losing.  B  375a 

' nin,  J.  lesson,  lection,  A  709. 

^  X.  pleasure,  3.  908 ;  delight,  A  132 ; 

desire.  E   6x9;    inclination,    HF.   a87; 

Lestes.^/.  desires.  HF.  X738.   A  Kentish 

form;  wt  hut, 
Ij^Bt,  /r.  J.  impers.  (it)  pleases.  L.  1703 ; 

(it)  pleases  (me),  D  360;  Thee  lest,  it 

pleues  thee,  5.  1x4;  Lesteth,  (it)  pleases. 

Lb  480  a ;  IjesXttpt.  s.  infers,  (it)  pleased, 

T.  ▼.  5x7;  pers,  ¥ras  pleased.  T.  iii.  453; 

Leste,/r.  i.  sulj,  (it)  may  please,  L.  X338 ; 

As  yow  leste,  as  it  may  please  you,  L. 

449;  (it)  would  please,  F  380:  Her  leste. 

it  should  please  her.  5.  551.    Kentish 

forms. 
Ijeste,  adf,  swperi.  least.  T.  i.  a8x ;  at  the 

/..  at  least,  3.  073 ;  atU  /.,  at  least,  B  38 ; 

Leste,  as  j.,  the  least  one,  3.  383 ;  at  the 

leesie  weye,  at  any  rate,  E  966. 
i:«et,/r.i.  </Lede. 
Iiete,  V,  let,  B  35a4;  let,  leave,  A  1335; 

give  up,  let  go,  T.  v.  x688 ;  forsake,  T. 

IV.  XX99:  let  alone,  leave,  D  xa76:  quit, 

1. 7a ;  give  up,  lose,  G  406 ;  omit,  depart 

from.  5.  39X :  Lete  of,  ^er.  to  leave  off, 

x8.  $2 ;  Leten,  v.  let.  L.  axo7 ;  give  up,  R. 

1690;  forsake,  T.  iv.  X556;  Leten,  ^^.  to 

let  go.  T.  i.  a6a ;  Late,  v.  let,  T.  iii.  693 ; 

Laten,  v.  let,  A  3336 ;  Lete,  i  pr.  s.  leave, 

L45 :  Let.  pr,  s.  lets  go.  repels,  5.  151 ; 
Lt.  pr,  s,  lets,  permits,  T.  iv.  aoo ;  Lete, 
a  fr.  pi,  abandon,  B  2505 ;  L66t.  pt.  s. 
let,  A  xa8;  let  go.  A  iao6;  allowed,  HF. 
343;  left  off,  A  33XX ;  left,  A  508 ;  caused. 
permittCKl,    B    373;    caused,    B   2194; 


caused  (to  be),  B  959;  leet  .  .  ,fecche, 
commanded  (men)  to  fetch,  D  30^4 ;  leet 
don  cryen,  caused  to  be  proclaimed,  V 
45;  leet  make,  caused  to  be  made,  B 
3349 ;  l^^l  binde,  caused  to  be  bound,  Ei 
1810;  Let,  ft.  s,  caused,  L.  2624;  let 
ealle,  caused  to  be  called,  L.  1684 ;  let,  5. 
279;  Lete, //.^/.  let,  B  3898;  Lete,/*/.  j. 
sudj.  were  to  let,  T.  iii.  1762 ;  Leet,  imp. 
s.  let.  C  731 ;  Lat,  imp.  s.  let,  i.  79,  84 ; 
let  alone,  give  up,  T.  ii.  X500 ;  Lat  be,  let 
be,  do  away  with,  A  840;  let  me  alone, 
A 3285 ;  give  up. HF. 992:  Lat  do, cause, 
C  173 ;  Lat  take,  take,  U  X254,  H  175 ; 
Lat  see,  let  us  see,  A  83X ;  Lat  goon,  let 
slip  (the  dogs),  L.  X2X3;  Laten  b\ood,pp. 
let  blood.  A  4346.    A.  S.  laian. 

Lette,  s.  hindrance,  T.  i.  361 ;  delay,  T. 
iii.  235- 

Lette,  V.  hinder,  T.  ii.  732;  prevent,  L. 
732 ;  oppose,  stay,  B  3306 ;  cause  delay, 
B  1117;  wait,  B  1440;  tarry,  B  4224; 
stop,  desist.  B  4279 ;  cease,  R.279 ;  Letten, 
^er.  to  put  obstacles  in  the  way  (oO.  to 
decline  (from),  A  1317;  Let,/r.  1.  pre- 
vents, B  3.  p  la  162;  Lette, /r.  s.  subj.; 
lette  kim  no  man^godforbede^  God  forbid 
that  any  should  hinder  him,  T.  iii. 
545 :  Letted,  //.  s.  hindered,  A  1891 ; 
was  hindered,  B  2591 ;  Letteth,  imp.  pi. 
hesitate,  T.  ii.  ixq6. 

Lette-granie,  s.  *  Tet-game,'  one  who  hin- 
ders sport,  T.  iii.  527. 

Lettres,  pi,  letters  {also  as  sing,  a  letter) , 
B736;  5-I9- 

Lettrure,  j.  learning.  B  3486 ;  book-lore. 
B3686. 

Letuarie,  s.  electuary,  remedy.  C  307; 
pi.  electuaries,  A  426.     Lat  electuarium. 

Leve,  dear ;  see  Leef . 

Leve,  s.  leave.  B  1637,0  908;  permission. 
L  2281;  bisyde  hir  leve,  without  her 
leave,  T.  iii.  622. 

Leve  (i) ,  t^.  leave,  E  250 ;  let  alone,  G  714 ; 
l€t  gOi  3-  ilti;  go  away,  5.  153:  leave 
alone,  T.  i.  688 ;  ger,  to  leave  off.  T.  i. 
686;  to  forsake.  G  287;  Leve,  i  pr.  s. 
leave,  2.  50;  Leveth,  pr,  s.  remains,  3. 
701 ;  Lafte,  i  pt.  s.  left,  C  762 ;  Lcfte.  left 
off.  F  670;  Laften,  pt.  pi,  L.  168;  Left. 
pp.  omitted,  I  231 ;  Laft,  pp.  left,  L. 
1260;  l^cf,  imp.  5.  leave,  X,  iv.  852; 
leave  (il)  alone,  T.  v.  15x8 ;  Lef,  imp.  s. 
forego,  D  2089:  I^ve,  imp,  s.  leave.  A 
1614;  Leveth,  imp.  pi,  leave,  C  659. 
A.  S.  la/an. 

Leve  (2),  t/. believe.  5.  496;  L.  10;  ger.  to 
be    believed,  HF.  708;    Levestow,   be- 
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lievest  thou.  G  3xa ;    Leretb,   cm/.  //. 
believe.  6.  88.    A.S.  le/an,tyfaH, 
Leve  (3)./'<^.  to  allow,  L.  aaSo;  godUve, 
God  grant,  L.  9083,  9086.    A.  S.  le/an, 

fy/OM, 

Leveful,  adj,  allowable,  A  3912;  per- 
missible, D  37 ;  Leeffiil,  allowable,  I  41, 
917 ;  Lefiil,  permissible,  T.  iii.  loao. 

Levene,  s,  flash  of  liebtning,  D  276. 

Lever,  adJ,  comp.  liefer,  rather  *,  mt  were 
lever ^  I  had  rather,  T.  i.  X034,  iU.  57^ ;  me 
mis  lever,  L.  191 ;  thee  were  L^  thou  badst 
rather,  B  2339 ;  him  was  /.,  A  903 ;  kim 
were  I,,  L.  2413 ;  have  1 1.,  I  would  rather. 
T.  ii.  471:  F  1360:  hadde  I  /„  D  168; 
hath  /.,F  692:  hadde  /..  L.  1536;  had hir 
/.,  she  would  rather,  E  444;  him  had 
be  /.,  he  would  rather,  A  3541. 

Levesel;  seeLeefsel. 

Levest,  sttp,  dearest,  most  desirable,  HE. 

87. 

Lewed,  adi,  ignorant,  A  502,  574;  un- 
learned, C  283:  unskilled,  rude,  HE. 
X096;  wicked,  foolish,  F  1494;  wanton, 
E  2x20.    A.  S.  letwed, 

LewecUy,  adv,  simply,  HE.  866;  igno- 
rantly.  B  47 ;  ill,  G  430. 

Lewedneflse,  /.  ignorance,  ignorant  be- 
haviour, D  X928. 

Ley,  lied  ;//.!.*/ Lye. 

Leye,  v,  lay,  4.  205 ;  lay,  cause  to  lie,  T. 
iii.  6^9;  lay  a  wager,  HE.  674;  pledge, 
T.  ill.  1605;  Leyn,  ger,  to  lay  up,  to 
hoard,  R.  184 ;  Leggen,  ger,  to  lay,  A 
3269;  Le^c.  ^'  A  3937;  Leyth,/r.  J.  A 
4229;  Leitn,/r.  i.  D  2138;  Leye,  ipr.pl. 


lay  out,  expend,  G  783:  Leyn.  fr.  pi. 
lay,  H  222  ;  Leyde, //.  j.  3.  394 ;  Leyde, 
2  pt  (I,  L.  250X ;  Leyden  forth,  //.  fl. 


brought  forward,  B  2x3:  Leyd,/^.  laid, 
A  3262;  placed.  R.  XX84;  overlaid,  R. 
X076;  /  was  leyd,  I  had  laid  myself 
down,  L.  208;  Leyd,  pp,  laid,  A  8x; 
fixed,  3.  XX46;  set,  3.  X036;  Ley  on,  lay 
on.  A  2558. 

Leyser,  s,  leisure,  R.  462;  A  xi88;  de- 
liberation, B  2766;  opportunity,  A  3293. 

Leyt,  /.  flame  (of  a  candle),  I  954.  A.  S. 
'^/*A  ^^fl*  M.  E.  leit,  lightning. 

Libardes,  fl.  leopards.  R.  894. 

Libel,  s,  wntten  declaration,  D  X595. 

Licentiat,  adj.  one  licensed  by  the  pope 
to  hear  confessions,  independently  of 
the  local  ordinaries,  A  220. 

Liche,  adj.  like,  R.  1073;  similar,  7.  76; 
//  liche,  like  it,  F  62. 

Liche,  adv.  alike,  HF.  xo. 

Liche-wake,  J.  watch  overacorpse,  A  2958. 


Licorycd,  s,  liquorice,  R.  X368. 
Lic6ur^  s,  moisture,  A  3 ;  liquor,  T.  ir. 

^20 ;  Licour,  juice,  C  452. 
Lief,  adj.  dear,  A  350X ;  Lief  to.  glad  to, 

given  to,  A  35x0;    cherished,  E  470; 

^oode  lee/wn  wyf,  my  dear  good  wife. 

B  3084 ;  haade  as  lie/,  would  as  soon,  D 

1574 ;  tLs  s,  dear  one,  B  4069. 
Lift,  adf,  left  (said  of  the  left  hand  or 

side),  R.  163. 
Uge,  ad;,  liege,  C  337 ;  Lige  man,  vassal, 

L-  379;  Liges,  s.  pi,  vassals,  L.  38a:  pi. 

subjects,  B  240.    F.  l^e,  from  O.  H.  G. 

ledu  (G.  ledig),  frt^    A  H^ge  lord  was  t 

j^ee  lord ;  in  course  of  time  his  subjects 

were  called  lieges,  from  confusion  with 

Lat  ligare,  to  bmd. 
Ligreaunoe,  s.  allegiance,  B  895. 
lABgen.v.  lie,  B  2Xox ;  LAgginge,pres.pi, 

lying.  T.  iv.  29;  Ligging,  A  xoii. 
Ligrhi,  adj.  lightsome,  joyous,  R.  77;  3. 

XX75;  active,  nimble.  R.  832;  easy,  3. 

526 ;  wearing  but  few  clothes  (a/f#,fk^le), 

2X.  20;  Lighte,  //.  light  (of  weight),  5. 

x88 ;  easy,  A.  pr.  36. 
Liflrhte,  adv.  brilliantly,  R.  XX09. 
Ligrhte,  g^er.  (x)  to  make  light,  rejoice,  T. 

v.  634;  to  render  cheerfol,  T.  L  293: 

alleviate,  T.  iiL  X082;    (2)  ger.  to  fed 

light,  to  be  glad,  F  396,  914:    Lighie. 

pi.  s.  lighted;    eilher  in  the  semse  (i) 

lightened,  made  light,  made  hapi^.  «r 

(2)  illuminated,  B  x66x. 
Liiirbte,  v.  alight,  descend,  HF.  508 ;  /i^  i. 

alighted,  B  786. 
Liirbten,  v.  shine,  I  XP37;  Lighted,/^. 

brightened,  x.  74;  Light,  >^.  illuminainl. 

L.  a«)6 ;  Lighte,  imp.  s,  illumine,  G  7X. 
Ligrbtly,  adv.  lightly,  F  ^;  readily,  4. 

205;  quickly,  I  534;  easity,  T.  ii.  389; 

carelessly,  I  1023 ;  joyfully,  A  x87a 
Ligrhtxiea,  ^.  enlightened.  iUumi&ated, 

F  X050. 
Ligrlitnesse  {i),s.  brightness,  5.  963. 
Lisrhtnease  (2),  s.  aguity,  A  33^3. 
Liffhtaoxxi,  adj.  gay.  R.  936. 
Liffne,  s.  line,  T.  v.  X48X. 
Liffne-aloea,  wood  of  the  aloe,  T.  iv. 

XX37.     (Property  a  compound.  L  e.  Hgmt- 

aloes ;  where  aloes  is  a  plural  form.) 
Ukeroua,  ad/,  lecherous,  H  X89;  waxMon. 

A  3244,  3345,  E  2x4;  gluttonous,  C  S¥>', 

reedy  after  indulgence,  D  466;  eaffer. 
1x19;  very  vile  (Lat.  nequissimi),  B3. 

P4-3I' 
LlkerouBnesse,  s.  lecherousness,  D  6ix ; 
licentiousness,  I  430;  greediness,  I  377; 
eagerness,  1 74X ;  appetite,  C  84. 
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Lilting-home,  x.  horn  to  be  played  for 
a  lilt,  HF.  129^ 

Umaille;  see  Lymaille. 

Ume,  s.  limb,  3.  499 ;  Limes,  p/,  R.  830. 

Limitacioun,  s.  limit,  D  877. 

Limitour,  s.  limitor,  a  friar  licensed  to 
beg  for  alms  within  a  certain  limit,  A 
ao9,  D  874. 

LinaJBTe,  J.  lineage,  race,  A  iixo;  fitmily, 
D  1 135;  noble  family,  R.  358;  high 
birth,  B  3441;  kinsfolk,  B  219a;  kin- 
dred, B999;  consanguinity,  L.  a6o3. 

liind,  s.  lime-tree,  A  3922. 
Iilpsed,//.  s.  lisped.  A  264. 
Ijlase,  J.  comfort.  T:  ▼.  550;  joy,  T.  iii. 
343;  assuaging,  HF.  320;  solace,  3.  X040 ; 
alleviation,  F  1238.    A.  S.  /iss. 


Iiisaen,  v.  alleviate,  T.  i.  702;  soothe,  6. 
-        -  ■      d.  F 

/issiatt. 


6;  Lissed,  //.  relieved,  F  1170.    A.  S. 


lilst  (i),  J.  pleasure,  T.  iii.  1303;  will, 
D633. 

Ust  (2),  1.  ear,  D  ^    A.  S.  Afyst. 

LAatt  pr,  J.  impers,  it  pleases  {usuaify  with 
dot.),  A  1021,  B  521 ;  me  list  riffkt  evel,  I 
was  in  no  mind  to,  3.  239;  you  list, 
it  pleases  you,  11.  77;  List,  pr,  s, 
ptrs.  is  pleased,  pleases,  T.  i.  518,  797 ; 
wishes,  A  3176;  Listeth,  pr,  s,  impers, 
(it)  pleases,  T.  ii.  too;  pers.  pleases,  is 
pleased,  HF.  511;  likes.  F  689:  Listen, 
apr.pl.  are  pleased,  T.  iii.  1810;  Listen, 
^.  //.  list,  choose,  B  2234;  Listen 
trcte,  choose  to  write,  L.  575;  Liste, 
^.  s.  impers.  (it  pleased),  L.  333;  Aer 
Hste,  it  pleased  her,  she  cared,  7.  190; 
ktm  liste,  he  wanted,  4.  92;  hem  liste, 
(it)  pleased  them,  F  851.    A.  S.  fystan. 

Liiates,  //.  in  sing,  sense,  lists,  a  place 
enclosed  for  tournaments,  A  63. 

Lfi3te8,  s,  pi.  wiles ;  in  his  /.,  by  means  of 
his  wiles,  1.  85. 

Ldsteth,  imp.fl.  listen  ye,  B  1902. 

Ljitax^e,  s.  litharge,  ointment  prepared 
from  protoxide  otlead,  A  629 ;  protoxide 
of  lead,  G  775. 

Jltarsrio,  s.  lethargy,  B  i.  p  2.  32. 

Ate,  adj,  little,  I  395 ;  as  s.,  a  little,  T.  i. 
291 ;  adv.  little,  T.  iv.  1330. 

^testere,  j.  dyer,  9. 17.   Icel.  lita,  to  dye. 

jitti,  J.  limb  (viz.  of  herself) ,  B  4065.  A.  S. 

/#ar. 

jitberly ,  adv.  ill,  A  3299.  A.  S.  l^er,  evil. 
(ivere  (i),s.  liver,  D  1839. 
livere  (a),  j. liver  (one  vmo  lives) ,  B 1024. 
dveree,  s.  livery,  A  363. 
tlvinfiro,  s.  Ufe-time,  7.  188;    manner  of 
life,  C  107 ;  state  of  life,  G  323. 


Llxt,  liest;  see  Lye  (3). 

Lode,  s.  load,  A  3918. 

Lodemeziaire>  -f.  pilotage,  A  403.  Lode- 
manege  is  the  hire  ofa  pilot,  for  con- 
ducting a  ship  from  one  place  to  another. 

Lodesmen,  s.pl.  pilots,  L.  1488. 

Lode-sterre,  s,  polar  star   lodestar,  A 

2059. 

Lofte,  dot.  upper  room,  L.  3709;  on  lofte^ 
in  the  air,  HF.  1737 ;  aloft,  B  377. 

Loffgre,  s.  resting-place,  B  4043. 

LoerfflngTf  s,  lodging,  B  4185. 

Loke,  V.  {y>eak)  lock  up,  D  317. 

Loken,  ger.  to  look,  A  1783 ;  v.  behold,. 
R.  8x3;  Loked. //.  s.  looked,  A  389; 
Lokeden,//.  pi.  L.  1973 ;  imp.  s.  see,  HF» 
893;  take  heed,  D  1587;  Loke  he,  let 
him  take  heed,  I  134 ;  Loketh,  imp.  pL 
behold,  G  1339 ;  search  ye,  C  578. 

Loken,/>^.  of  strong  verb  (Louken) ,  locked 
up,  B  4065. 

Loklxifir,  s.  look,  gaze,  3.  870;  counte- 
nance, B  3333 ;  glance,  L.  340;  glance  (of 
the  eye),  A  3x71 ;  aspect,  4. 51 ;  examm- 
ing,  5.  xio;  appearance,  R.  290;  looks,. 
F285. 

Lokkes,//.  locks  of  hair,  A  8x,  677. 

Loller,  s.  a  loUer,  a  lollard,  B  i X73.  Loller 
^one  who  is  sluggish)  was  confused  with 
the  name  Lalk^, 

Lomb,  s.  lamb,  L.  1798. 

Lond,  s.  land,  A  X94,  400,  579;  country^ 
B  3548;  upon  lond,  in  the  country,  A 
702. 

Lone,  s.  dot.  loan,  B  1485 ;  gift,  grace,  D 
i86x. 

Loner,  prep. ;  the  phrase  wher-on  .  .  long 
=  long  on  wher,  along  of  what,  G  930 ; 
Long  on,  along  of,  because  of,  G  922. 

Longr,  adj.  {benre  a  vowel),  tall,  R.  8x7; 
//.  tall,  high,  K.  1384;  long,  A  93. 

Loiifire,  adv.  long,  A  286 ;  for  a  long  time,. 
L.  8261. 

Longe  (i),  V,  desire,  long  for,  L.  2260; 
yearn,  T.  ii.  546;  Longen  (3),  v,  belong,. 
A  3278 ;  pr.  s.  belongs,  R.  754;  (it)  con- 
cerns, T.  ii.  3x3;  pr.  pi.  belong,  F  113X ; 
//.  s.  befitted,  R.  X222;  Longing  for,, 
suitable  for,  F  39. 

Longres,  pi.  lungs,  A  2752. 

Longitude,  s.  the  distance  between  two- 
given  meridians,  A.  ii.  39.  X9 ;  the  length 
or  extent  of  a  '  climate,'  in  a  direction 
parallel  to  the  equator,  or  rather  a  line 
along  which  to  measure  this  length; 
A.  ii.  39.  28.  The  longitude  of  a  star  is 
measured  along  the  zodiac;  that  of  a 
town,  from  a  fixed  meridian. 
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(Sloswatial  ivita. 


Loos,  s.  praise,  renown.  B   3834,  3036. 

O.  F.  /oj. 
Xooe,  ad/,  loose,  A  4064, 4138 ;  Lous,  free, 

HF.  1286. 
IjOOth  (Iddth),  adj.  loath,  odious.  A  486; 

hateful.  A  3393;   mt  were  /.,  it  would 

displease  me,  B  91 ;  as  j.,  what  is  hate- 

ful,  misery,  L.  1639. 
liOOthly,  adj.  hideous,  D  iioa 
liOppe,  5.  a  spider,  A.  i.  3. 6. 
Ijoppewebbe,  s.  cobweb,  A.  i.  ai.  3. 
Lordeth./r.  j.,  rules  over,  4. 166. 
liOrdlners,  s.  pi.  sirs,  C  329, 573. 
liOre,  5.  teaching,  L.  2450;  advice,  T.  i. 

1090 ;  lesson,  T.  i.  645,  754 ;  instruction, 

B  34a;  learning,  B  761;  study,  G  842; 

profit.  5. 15 ;  doctrine,  A  527.    A.  S.  lar, 
liore,  pp.  of  Lese. 
liOrel,    s.    worthless    man,    abandoned 

wretch,  D  vjx. 
lioren,/^.  <?/Lese. 
liOrer,  s.  laurel,  R.  1379. 
Lorn,  pp.  of  Lese. 

liOS  (i).  J.  loss,  A  2543;  occasion  of  per- 
dition, D  720. 
liOS  (2),  s.  praise,  renown,  £ame,  L.  1514 ; 

report,  L.  1434;  tU  her  loses,  in  praise 

of  them,  HF.  1688.    O.Y.  los. 
liOsenffere,  s.  flatterer,  R.  1050;  //.  R. 

1056.    O.  F.  losengeur. 
liOsensrerie,  s.  flattery,  I  613. 
liOsencres,//.  lozenges,  HF.  1317:  small 

diamond-shaped  shields.  R.  893. 
liOSt,  s.  loss,  B  2.  p  4.  18^. 
liOth,  adj.  loath,  3.  8 ;  displeasing.  R.  233. 
liOther,  adj.  comp,  more  hateful,  L.  191. 
Lothest,  adj.  superl.  most  loath,  F  1313. 
IjOtinfire,  pres.  part,  lurking,  G  186.   A.  S. 

lutian,  to  lurk. 
XtOUde,  adv.  loudly.  A  171. 
LoufiTh,  pt.  s.  of  Laughe. 
XfOUke,  s.  accomplice,  A  4415. 
Loured,  pp.  frowned,  HF.  409. 
Lous,  adj.  loose,  free,  HF.  1286. 
Lousy,  adj.  full  of  lice,  miserable,  D  1467. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  do  obeisance.  T.  iii.  683 ; 

ger.  to  bow  down.  B  3352 ;  ipt.  s.  stooped, 

bent,  R.  1554. 
Love,  s.  love,  A  475 ;  fern,  lady-love,  4. 31 ; 

voc.  O  my  love,  A  672 ;  masc.  lover.  L 

862. 
Lovedayes,  pi.  days  for  settling  disputes 

by  arbitrHtion,  A  258 ;  HF.  695. 
Love-drury,  s.  affection,  B  2085.    The 

latter  p)art  of  the  word  is  O.  F.  drurie, 

druerie,  love,  passion. 
Xjoveknotte,  s.  looped  ornament,  A  197. 
Xioves,  s.pl.  loaves,  B  503, 


LoTyere,  s.  lover,  A  8a 

Lowenesse,  s.  lowliness,  I  1060. 

Lowly,  adj.  humble,  A  99. 

Luce,  s.  luce,  pike,  A  3sa 

Lucre,  s.  lucre,  gain,  G  1402;  locfe  of 

vilanye  —  vile  gain,  B  i68x. 
Lufsom,  adj.  lovely,  T.  v.  9x1 ;  tovable.T. 

V.  465. 
Lulleth,^.  J.  lulls,  soothes,  B  839. 
Luna,  s.  the  moon,  G  826;  a  nane  for 

silver,  G  144a 
Lun&rle,  s.  l^nary,  moon-wort,  G  Boa 
Lure,  s.  a  hawk's  lure,  D  1340;  pL  eatice- 

ments,  L.  137 1. 
LusshebuFfirhes,  pi.  spurious  coin,  B 

3132.    Named  from  the  town  of  Lmxem- 

bourg. 
Lust,  s.  desire,  R.  1653;  amusement.  R. 

X287;  pleasure,  R.  6x6;  delight,  x.  106, 

will,  desire,  wish,  B  x88;  interest  in  a 

story.  F  402 ;  //.  delights,  3.  58X.    A.  & 

lust. 
Lvisteth,/r.  1.  impers.  (it)  pleases.  L.  996. 

Lust,/r.  s.pers.  pleases,  £  1344 ;  imtpen, 

Ht)   pleases,  E  322;  Luste.  pi.  s.  pen. 

desired,  G  1344;  Luste,//.  j.  impers.  n 

pleased.  G  1235. 
Lustier,  more  joyous.  G  X345. 
Lustiliede,  s.  cheerfulness.  3. 27 ;  delight 

H  274;  enjoyment,  F  288:  vigour,  L 

1530- 

Lustily,  adv.  gailv,  mexrily,  R.  13x9. 

Lustinesse,  s,  pleasure,  jollity,  A  X939; 
vigour,  R.  X282. 

Lusty,  adj.  pleasant,  gay,  A  So;  Jocund, 
F  272;  lusty,  H  41;  joyous,  K.  581; 
happy,  R.  1303 ;  joyful,  A  15x3 ;  Tigocoas, 
L.  1038. 

Luxures,  s.pl.  lusts.  B  3.  p 7.  la. 

Luxurie,  s.  feche^,  B  925,  C  484. 

Lyard,  adj.  grey,  D  X5^. 

Lycorys,  s,  liquorice,  A  369a 

Lye  (i),  V.  lie.  remain,  xa  52;  Lye,^»r.  to 
lodge,  D  X780:  Lye  .  .  by,  v,  lie  beside^ 
B  3470 ;  Lye  upright,  lie  on  one's  bsck. 
lie  dead,  R.  X604 ;  Lystow,  thou  liest.  H 
276;  Lyth.  pr.  s.  lies,  is.  remains.  R. 
782;  lies,  3.  146,  x8x;  (he)  lies,  B  634 
(that)  lies,  D  X829;  remains,  resides,  B 
3654;  lies  (dead),  3.  143:  Lyth  tbetto 
belongs  here,  is  needed,  3.  527;  La^ 
X  pt.  s.  lodged,  A  ao;  was,  A  538 ;  La%c, 
pt.  s.  subj.  would  lie,  T.  iv.  X560;  Ly 
itnp.  s.  T.  ii.  953. 

Lye  (2),  V.  tell  lies,  lie,  A  763:  List.  2 
pr.  s.  liest,  D  x6x8,  1761;  iJey,  strom^ 
pt.  s.  lied.  T.  ii.  X077 ;  Lyed,  vfeak  pL  *. 
lied,  A  659.    A.  S.  leogan. 
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I^y®  (3).  V.  blaic,  D  1142.    A.  S.  tyge,  s, 

flame. 
Lyer,  s.  liar,  B  2256. 
Lyes,  s.pl.  lees,  dregs,  HF.  2x30. 
Lyes,  />/.  (i)   lees;    cr  (2)  lies.  D  302. 

Perhaps  a  double  meaning  is  intended. 
Liyft  s,  life,  A  71,  2776;  Lyves,  ^(f«.  life's, 
6.  60;  of  my  life,  3.  920;  Our  present 
worides  lyves  space,  the  space  of  our 
present  life  in  the  world,  5.  m;  Lyves 
day,  lifetime,  L.  1624 ;  Ly  ve,  ao/.  L.  59 ; 
On  lyvc,  alive,  L.  1792;  in  his  time,  D 
43;  Upon  lyye.  alive,  T.  ii.  10^;  Of 
lyve,  out  of  life,  T.  v.  1561 ;  Bnnge  of 
Ijrve,  cause  to  die,  T.  ii.  1608 ;  My  lyye, 
in  my  life.  T.  ii.  205 ;  By  thy  lyf,  during 
thy  life,  B  1621;  Thy  lyi^  during  thy 
lifetime,  17.  19 ;  His  Ivve,  in  his  Ufe,  L. 
1099;  Hir  lyve,  in  their  life,  D  392; 
Lvves,  pi  B  3284. 
Jjynode,  s.  means  of  living,  I  685.    Mod. 

E.  liveiihood. 
Lsrfly,  adv.  in  a  lifelike  way,  A  2087. 
Lyke,  v.  please.  T.  i.  431 ;  ger.  HF.  860; 
to    be   hked.  R.  1357;    L^keth,  pn  s. 
pleases,  £  1031 ;  impers,  (it)  pleases,  E 
31 X,  845;  us  /.  yow,  it  pleases  us  with 
respect  to  you,  E  106;  Lyke,^r.  s.  subj, 
may  please,  D  1278 ;  thee  /.  ncU,  it  may 
not  please  you.  L.  490;   Lyked,  //.  s, 
impers.  pleased.  R.  13 12. 
Liyldnflr»  J.  pleasure.  C  455;  delight.  B 

3499. 
IjyklDgr.  adi,  pleasing,  R.  868;  pleasant, 

R.  1416;  thriving,  R.  1564. 
Lyklined,  s,  </ii/.  likelihood,  E  448. 
Ijykllneeae,  s.  probability.  22. 15. 
Xjyldy,  adj.  likely,  like,  16.  32. 
Uyluie,  \pr.  s.  compare,  3.  636. 
Lylcnesse,  s.  parable,  A  2842. 
Xjym,  s.  lime,  r  1149;  quicklime,  L.649. 
Xjymaille,  s.  filings  of  any  metal,  G  iim; 

Lymail,  G  1164;  Liraaille,  G  853. 
Zjyma^ger.  to  cover  with  birdlime.  T.  i.353. 
Lymoro,  s.  hound  held  in  leash,  3.  365. 
Lyxnrod,  s.  lime-twig.  B  3574. 
Lfjme,  s.  line.  T.  i.  1068;  fishing-line,  4. 
242;    line  of  descent,  D  1135;   as  fym* 
right,  straight  as  a  line,  T.  iii.  228. 
L(3me<l,  p^  lined^  A  440. 
Lyne-rifirht,  adj.  in  an  exact  line,  exactly 

in  a  line  with,  A.  i.  2X.  ^i. 
L*youn,    j.   lion,   T.   iii.   1780;   v.  830; 

Lyouns,  pi.  R.  894.    See  Leovin. 
liyst,  2  pr.  s.  liest,  reclinest,  T.  ii.  991 ; 

L.3rstow,  liest  thou.  H  276. 
jytBTgye^  s.  lethargy,  T.  i.  73a 
«jrte,    adf.  small,  little.  R.  532:    slight. 


I  689 ;  Lyte,  s.  a  little,  L.  29,  535 ;  Lyte, 

//.  little.  A  494. 
Lyte,  adv.  little,  3.  884;  a  little,  E  935; 

in  a  small  degree,  G  632,  699;  /.  oftd  i., 

by  little  and  little,  D  2235. 
Lyihe,  adj.  easy,  soft,  HF.  118. 
Lythe,  ger.  to  alleviate,  cheer,  T.  iv.  754. 
Lyve;  see  Lyf. 

Lyveiy,  adv.  in  a  lively  way,  3.  905. 
Lyves;  see  Lyf. 
Lyves,  adv.  in  life ;  hence,  as  adj.  living, 

alive,  T.  iv.  252;   no  fyves  creature,  no 

living  creature,  T.  iii.  13. 


M\  sometimes  put  for  Me  (before  a  vowel)  ; 
as  in  masterte/^  me  asterte. 

Ma  fey,  my  faith !  T.  iii.  52. 

Maad ;  pf.  o/Uike. 

MaAt,  adj.  dejected,  B  2.  p  4. 42. 

McMl, J/^.  made,  L.  286.    See  Make. 

Madde,  v.  go  mad,  4.  253;  ger.  to  be 
furious,  T.  i.  479. 

Mader,  s.  madder,  9. 17. 

Masrik,  s.  magic,  A  416. 

Masristirat,  s.  magistracy.  B  3.  p  4.  26. 

Mahesrxn,  s,  maiming,  I  625.  Mod.  E. 
maim. 

Maille,  s.  mail,  ringed  armour,  E  1202. 

Maister.  s.  master,  B  1627;  doctor.  D 
2184;  doctor  (of  divinity),  D  X638;  (as 
a  term  of  address),  17.  i ;  one  in  authority, 
A  261. 

Maiaterful,  adf.  masterful,  T.  ii.  756. 

Maister-atrete,  s.  main  street,  L.  1965. 

Malster.temple,  s.  chief  temple,  L.  1016. 

Maister-tovin,  s.  chief  town,  L  1591. 

Maister-tour,  s.  chief  tower,  F  226. 

Maistow,  mayest  thou,  HF.  699. 

Maistresse,  s.  mistress,  L.  88;  govern- 
ess, C  106. 

Maistrye,  s.  mastery,  great  skill,  A  3383; 
mastery,  F  747,  764 ;  control,  B  3689,  C 
58;  superiority;  /or  the  maistrye,  as 
regards  authority,  A  165;  victory,  B 
3582;  specimen  of  skill,  HF.  1074;*  art. 
elegance.  R.  842;  a  masterly  operation 
(cf.  F.  coup  de  mai/re),  G  1060. 

Majestee,  s.;  his  real  majestee  —  his  royal 
majesty,  i.  e.  high  treason.  B  i.  p  4.  162. 

Make,  /.  mate,  D  270.  H  186;  equal, 
match,  A  2556 ;  wedded  companion,  wife, 
B  700 ;  bride,  £  1882 ;  husband,  D  85. 

Make,  V.  make,  A  184 ;  compose,  write. 
L.  69 ;  ger.  to  compose,  to  write  (about), 
R.  41;  pretend  to,  counterfeit,  T.  ii. 
1522;  cause  (it),  T.  ii.  959;  Makeslow, 
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a  fir.  s.  B  371 :  Maketh,  fir.  j.  c«.it»e$,  A 

►35 ;  Maken,  fit.  ^L  make,  utter.  A  91 

akcd,  /^.  J.  tnade^  A  526;    MiLkeden, 

I/*  //.  '{\  iv.  lai ;  Made,//,  i.  satSj.  may 

nave  made.  4,  327;    Made  .  ,  ,  brojght, 

caused  to  be  broughl  HF.  155^  Maked, 

//.  iTi^idc,  A   1347;    composed,  5*  677  j 

M.kait,  //.  made,  A  394  ;  Mud,  //,3. 415, 

Makeleee,  oifj,  petTte&s,  T.  i.  17a* 

M&kiug^.   J.  jKittry,  composition*   L,  74, 

Malapert,  d<^'.  forward.  1.  iii*  87. 

Mole  (1^^  J.  bag,  walJet,  A  694,  3115, 

Male  (a),  A  malr,  D  isa. 

MEileflC6.  J.  Civil  conUivance,  I  341, 

Malencolyk,  aJj.  mt- lane  holy,  A  1^5. 

Malgre,  /rif/'.  in  spile  of,  4.  aaoL 

Malison,  j.  curse,  I  443 ;  ctir^ing,  I  619. 

Malllablo,  ^dj.  malleable,  s^ucli  as  can 
be  worked  by  the  hftT«mer,  G  11^ 

Malt,  ff,  J.  melted.  HF.  oza, 

MaJtalBiit,  J.  ill-will,  ill-hum  our,  tcskjI- 
menl,  R.  273,  330. 

Man,  jr.  A  1&7, 309.  a33 ;  (ustd  mdeHnii^ly) 
one,  B  43,  D  3002^  hero,  B  3331 ;  servant, 
I  77a ;  I^Eajint  s,  ^ttr,  of  mafikind,  T.  JL 
437;  Men,  fiL  men,  peoplt^,  iS,  a6;  A 
178 ;  iirij^,  (uHtrm/i/iati£  form  i)/ in  an),  one 
{ 7iiM  ^iH£^.  vcrif  J ,  A  149,  33a,  C  675,  C  39a; 

Manace^  _^i!r.  to  Threaten.  E  1752. 

Maoaain^e,  j,  tbreatening,  A  aogj. 

Mandement,  f,  summons,  D  t340L 

Manet-,  j.  m-inor,  pkcp  to  dwell  m,  3. 1004. 

Mane  re,  .v.  manner,  A  &^S,  D  1339;  de^ 


Manye,  j.  miiivui,  A  1374^ 
Mappemounde,  niAp  of  the  itocl^  $%  % 

MapUl,  1.  ni^pk-trre,  A  39^ 
Marble-atCTOXl,  j.  piece  alniattt^  E 

MarchAl.  1.  marebai,  E  t^m 
Marchandyae,  /.  barter,  1  777. 
Marc  bant,  j,  merchant,  A  370. 
MarcJal,  dt^y.  w.ii  like,  T.  Iv.  166^ 
Marcien,  adj.  devotsed  tci  Mi«^  11  tte^ 
MareyB,  s.  tnAnh,   D   g^i    Mmutft^pi. 

nii^r&hes,  B  ai  p  7.  43; 
Marie,  ik^,  marry,  i,  «.  by  Siv  MMf,(i 

E0&3L 

Mark  ( O,  ^^  mack,  Hxed  spot,  U  7S4;  i«, 

race,  D  &g6 ;  sign,  1  98, 
Mark   (a),  j.  a  piece   of  money,  of  ^ 

value  of  131.  4^,  in  Efigla&d.  G  wa^i  fik 

MriJrk,  C  390. 
Market-tketer,  y.  swaggerer  m  » iwwK 

A  393&, 
Markis,  i.  a  tnarqui.i,  E  64;  ^w*.  iiy* 

Markleesae,  i.  a  manchioness,  E  jfij 
MartyTe,  j.  martyrdom,  T,  iv.  Stft. 
Marty  rath,  /^.  jI  tanntiits.  A  t^b^ 
^&ry,  s.  nmrrow,  pith,  C  54a, 
M&ry -bones,  j.  f^l  niarn»w4ioofefi,  A  jloi 
Maee,   r.  ms^ze,  labyrinth,   L.   9014^   Ic^ 

uild^rment,  '1\  v.  468;  befniidieriBE  p^ 

tion,  B  4283. 
Maaed,  ui^\  bewildered^  B  S^;  ii&^ed 

Mth  Riie^  7,  3*3. 
MaaedJiaaae^  j.  ama«e,  E  ia6t. 
Mfww^l^n    •  A  ti.'Mirl  ««■«#«•  <«4       ,  I'll  Bfwi 
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D  Mr;  m./mv  ken^  in  spite  of  all  you 

can  do,  B  4600. 
iCauznet.  1.  idol,  I  86a 
Maumetxye,  s.  Mahometanism,  idolatry, 

B    336.     Mammet   is   a   corruption    of 

Mahomet  or  Mnhammed ;  our  ancestors 

wrong^ly  held   the    Mahometans  to  be 

idolaters. 
l£aanolple,   j.    manciple,   A   544.    An 

officer  who  purchases  victuals   K>r  an 

inn  or  college. 
MatIs,  1.  song-thrash.  R.  6x9. 
l£awe,  1.  maw,  stomach,  B  486. 
May,  1.  maiden.  B  8^. 
Mayde  obUd,  girl.  B  laSc. 
Maydflnhead,  s,  maidenhood,  virginity. 

D888. 
Mayla,  1.  mail-armour.  T.  ▼.  1559. 
Ifoyntaxie,  v.  maintain,  R.  1x44 ;  uphold, 

A  1778. 
IfoysterJiante,  s,  chief  huntsman,  3. 

lllasrstree,  i.//.  masters,  B  3.  m  2.  is. 
Maystxto,  s.  masterly  act ;  No  maystrie, 

an  easy  matter,  L.  40a 
ICase,  3#r.//.  are  in  a  state  of  bewilder- 
ment, E  3387. 
ICeohel,  ad^,  much ;  for  as  mechel,  for  as 

much,  A.  pr.  6. 
llede  (i),  s,  mead  (drink).  B  204a.    See 

Meeth. 
Ifede,  s.  (2),  mead,  meadow.  A  89. 
iCadeleth,/r.  s.  mingles,  L.  874. 
MlHlellng,  s.  admixture.  B  i.  p  4.  379. 
Ifedewe,  s.  meadow,  R.  ia8. 
Medlfttoon,  s,  pi.  go-betweens.  I  067. 
Madia,  V.  mingle,  HF.  2102 ;  meddle,  take 

put  in,  G  ix£|;  dye  {miscere),  B  2.  m  5. 

10;  Medly,  v.  mingle,  mix,  B  2.  m  5. 7 ; 

imf.pL  meddle,  G  X424. 
liedlae,  adj.  of  a  mixed  colour.  A  328. 
Xaad,  J.  reward,  L%  1662 ;  M6de,  meed, 

reward,  A  770;  to  nudes,  for  my  meed. 

iw  my  reward,  T.  ii.  1201. 
Meal-tyd,  i.  meal-time,  T.  ii.  1556. 
II— th,  1.  mead,  A  3261,  3378 ;  Meth,  A 

M79. 
Ifeirra.  »dj.  thin,  R.  2x8. 311. 
Halnee;  see  lieynee. 
Meka,  x  pr.  s,  humble.  B  2874. 
Make,  adv,  meekly,  7.  267. 
M^lMiOOlioiiS  {accenUd  m61anc6Hous), 

«^1  melancholy,  HF.  3a 
-  MeUnool^e,  j.  melancholy.  3.  23. 
Meto,  s,  meai  (of  flour).  A  3995. 
Melto,  /.  mill.  A  3^13. 4242. 
Malta,  V.  melt.  T.  iv.  367;  Malt,  pt  s, 

HF.  923;  Mo\te, pp.  HF.  1145,  IM9. 


Memorial,  adj.  which  serves  to  pecord 
events,  7.  18. 

Mem6x1e.  j.  memory,  G  339;  remem- 
brance, A  3x1a,  B  3x64. 

Men.  pi.  o/Man ;  also  a  weakened  form  of 
Man,  in  the  sense  of  'one,'  or  'some 
one';  used  with  a  singular  verb.  See 
Man. 

Mendlnants,  pi.  mendicant  fiiars,  D 
1907, 1912. 

Mene,  adj.  middle.  B  3.  m  9.  28;  mene 
ufkyle,  mean  while,  G  1262;  of  middle 
size,  T.  V.  806;  Mene.  adj.  pi.  inter- 
mediate, 7.  286. 

Mene,  s.  means,  way,  11.  36;  middle 
course.  T.  i.  689 ;  instrument.  E  1671 ; 
mediator,  i.  12^ ;  go-l>etween.  T.  iii.  254 ; 
intermediary,  I  990 ;  the  mean,  L.  165 ; 
pi.  means,  instruments,  D  1484. 

Meneliche,  adj.  moderate,  B  i.  p  6.  xxi. 

Menen,^^.  to  say,  HF.  1104;  to  signify, 
B  3941 ;  ipr.  s.  intend.  A  793 ;  Menestow, 
meanest  thou,  G  309;  Mente.  i  //.  s. 
meant,  intended,  B  4614 ;  purposed,  18. 
50;  declared,  7. 160 ;  Ment./^.  intended, 
5-  158. 

Mene- why le,  mean  time,  D  1445. 

Meningr,  s.  intent,  F  151. 

Menivere,  s.  miniver,  a  fine  fur,  R.  227. 

Menstreacies,  ^/.  minstrelsies,  HF.  1217. 

Mente,  //.  t.  f?/ Menen. 

Mentee,  pi.  plants  of  mint.  R.  731. 

Mercenarie,  s.  hireling,  A  514. 

Merciable,  adj.  merciml,  B  1878,  3013. 

Mercy,  s.  i.  7 ;  (have)  mercy,  i.  36 ;  graunt 

r*  mercy,  much  thanks,  la  29. 

Mere.  s.  marc,  A  54X ;  Mare,  A  40^5. 

Meridian,  adj.  at  the  moment  of  south- 
ing, southern,  A.  pr.  9^. 

Mendie,  s.  midday,  A.  ii.  44.  48. 

Meridional,  adj.  southern,  F  263. 

Merier,  adj.  pleasanter,  sweeter,  B  2024, 

Mentorie,  adj.  meritorious,  I  831. 
Merk,  s.  image,  F  880. 
Merken,  v.  brand,  B  i.  p  4.  139. 
Merlion,  s.  merlin,  small  hawk,  5.  339. 
Mermaydens,  sirens,  R.  680.  682. 
Mersshy,  adj.  marshy,  D  17 10. 
Merveille,  s.  marvel,  B  2736. 
Merveilloua,  adj.  marvellous,  B  X643. 
Mery,  adj.  merry,  gay,  R.  580;  pleasant, 

A  235,  757;   pleasant  to  hear,  B  11 86; 

Menemen,  followers,  B  2029. 
Mes ;  at  good  mes,  at  a  favourable  distance, 

so  jis  to  have  a  fair  shot,  R.  X453.    O.  F. 

mes. 
Meschaunce,  s.  misfortune,  A  2009 ;  evil 
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occurrence,  T.  u  93;  a  miserable  con- 
dition, B  3904;  unfortunate  conduct,  C 
80;  ill  luck.  B  4633;  ill  luck  (to  him), 
B  896;    with  m.,  with    a   mischief,  H 

193. 
Meachief ,  j.  misfortune,  A  4^3,  B  351^ ; 

trouble,  mishap,  A  2551;  tribulation,  H 

76. 
Mesel,  s.  leper,  1  624.    O.  F.  mesel, 
Meselrie,  s,  leprosy.  I  635. 
Mess&flre,  s,  (i).  message,  T.  iii.  401; 

errand,  B  1087;  (a)  messenger,  B  144, 

Messasrer,  1.  messenger,  A  1491. 

Mesaafferye,  j.  a  sending  of  messages 
(personified),  5.  398. 

Messanffer,  s,  messenger,  HF.  1568. 

Mease,  s.  mass.  B  14x3. 

Me88uaire»  s,  dwelling-house,  A  3979. 

Meate,  pL  most,  L  e.  highest  m  rank, 
greatest,  E  131 ;  at  the  m,,  at  most,  T.  v. 
947. 

Meater,  s.  service,  office,  occupation,  A 
1340.    O.  F.  master;  Lat  mimisttrtMrn, 

Meaurable,  acfy'.modexzXe.K  435 ;  modest, 
I  936. 

Meaurably,  adv,  moderately,  B  3795. 

Meaure,  s.  moderation,  3.  881 ;  measure, 
E  356;  plan,  5.  305 ;  fym.,  not  too  much, 
^.  872;  moderately,  R.  543;  ever  m,, 
immeasurably,  5.  300;  out  of  »i.,  im- 
moderately, B  3607 ;  withoute  m.,  beyond 
measure,  3. 63a. 

MeaurlniTt  ^*  measure,  R.  1349. 

Met,  s.  measure  of  capacity,  I  799. 

Metamorphoaeoe,^^.  s,  (the  book)  of 
Metamorphosis;  it  should  oe  pL  Meta- 
morphoseon;  B  93. 

Mete,  adj,  meet,  befitting,  3.  3x6;  fit,  L. 
1043  \  P^'  vneet,  A  339X. 

Mete,  5.  equal,  3.  486. 

Mete,  s.  meat,  food.  A  X36, 1900;  meat, 
L.  1x08;  repast,  T.  ii.  1463;  eating,  A 
127. 

Mete,  V,  meet,  L.  148;  find,  5.  698;  to 
meet  together,  B  X873;  Meteth,  pr,  s, 
meets  {mem  being  singular —  tf«<),  A 
1524:  Mette,^/.//.  met.  E  390;  Metten, 


ete,  V.  dream,  T.  iii.  X559.  iv.  X396,  v.  349 ; 

_;  Mette,  i  /»/.  j.jc. 

95 ;  Kle  mette,  i  pt,~s.  reJL  I  dreamt,  R. 


Mel,  pr,  s,  5.  X04,  xos ;  Mette,  i  pt,  s. 


pt.pl,  HF.  Qarj\jwel  met,  D  X443. 
Mete,  V.  dream, 

let.  ^.  1.  ^.  x<  ,.     ^.  .     , 

,  I  //.  J.  refL  I  dreac 

36 ;  pt,  J.  impers.  3.  376 ;  Met,^.  B  4445. 
Mete.  ipr.  s.  (I)  measure.  A.  u.  4X.  8. 
Meteiy,  adj.  well-proportioned,  R.  823. 
Meth,  s.  mead  (drink),  A  3379. 
Metincr  (i)f  ^*  meeting,  L.  784. 
MetlniT  (3) ,  1.  dream,  3.  38a. 


Meve,  V.  move,  stir,  T.  L  473;  to  him 

meved,  urged  against  him,  L.  34^ 
Mewe,  s,  mew,  u  e.  coop  wherem  fowls 

were  feUtened,  A  349;  properly,  a  coop 

for   hawks    ¥rhen     mouMng,     F    643; 

hiding-plaoe,  T.  iii.  602. 
Mewet,  ad/,  mute,  T.  ▼.  X94. 
Mexcuae, y&r  Me  excuse,  excuse  mjwdi 

16.36. 
Meynee,  s.  household,  B  1338;  compuy. 

R*  1305:    followers,    suite,   retinoe,  re- 
tainers, household-serrants,  R.  615.634; 

household,  menials,  A  X358 ;  army,  troop, 

B  3533;   assembly,  HF.  933;    Meioee, 

retinue,  I  437;  troop,  A  438X:  Mdaif. 

crew.  L,  aaox.    O.  F.  tnetsnee,  wtassaee, 

household. 
Meyntenaunca,  s.  demeanour,  3. 834. 
Michel,  ad;\  much,  A.  ii.  33.  ^ou 
Mid,  ad/,  middle,  a.  66a 
Middeiy  s,  waist,  R.  xo3a. 
Midel,  adr.  neither  tall  nor  short.  7. 79. 
Mikel,  adj.  great,  7. 99;  much,  U  X175. 
Mile-wey ,  s.  a  space  of  ^,  which  answeis 

to  twenty  minutes  of  time,  the  avenge 

time    for   walking  a  mile;    hence  the 

term.  A.  i.  7.  xx. 
Milkaop,  J.  a  piece  of  bread  sopped  ia 

milk;  hence,  a  weak,  effemiziate  maa. 

B3ioa 
Milne-atones,  pi.  miD-stones,  T.  ii.  X384. 
ICinde,   s,    remembrance,    T.    iL   6aa: 

memory,  B  537 ;  in  m.,  in  reraembrance, 

F  109,  607. 
Miniatrea,  pt.  officers,  B  4^33. 
Misiatreth,  pr,  s.  administers,  goveras. 

B  3.  m  6.  3. 
ICinne,  tmp.  s.  remember,  mention.  16.48^ 
Minatralcye,    s,   minstrelsy.    £    17^; 

musical  instrument,  H   113;    sound  of 

music,  F  368. 
"hUatAn^e^  pres.pt.  intending.  B  i.  m  a.  1. 
MirAcle,  s.  wonder.  A  2675;  legcad.  B 

1881 :  pleyes  of  m.,  miradenplays.  D  558. 
Mirour,  s.  mirror,  R.  567, 1585. 
Biirre,  s.  mjrrrh,  A  2938. 
Mirthe,  s.  pleasure,  amusement,  R.  601 ; 

Mirthe,  Sir  Mirth  (personified).  R.  733. 
Mirthelea,  adj.  sad,  5.  592. 
Mia,  ad/,  wrong,  amiss.  T.  iv.  1348 ;  bad, 

HF.  1975 ;  blameworthy.  G  999. 
Mia,  s.  wrong,  evil.  L.  966  a. 
Mia,  adv.  amiss,  wrongly.  T.  i.  934. 
Mia,  X  pr,  s,  lack,  have  not,  6.  47. 
Miaaoounted,  pp.   miscounted,    T.  v. 

1 185. 
lOaaunter,  s.  misadventure,  mlsibrtiiBC, 

T.766. 
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lUsaTenture,  s,  misadventure,  mishap, 
B616;  mischief,  R.  433. 

Mi8av78e,/r.//.  r^jL  act  unadvisedly,  D 
23a 

^iisbileve,  x.  suspicion,  G  1213. 

^sbUeved,  infidels,  1. 146. 

kClsboden,  ^.  ofiered  (to  do  you)  evil, 
insulted,  A  909. 

ilisbom,  /^.  misbehaved,  B  3067  (lit. 
'borae  amiss'). 

ifiscaiie,  v.  go  amiss.  A  513. 

^Ischaunce,  s.  ill  luck,  K.  1548;  mis- 
chance, R.  2^1 ;  misfortune,  L.  1826 ;  to 
miscAaunce,  1.  e.  to  the  devil,  T.  ii.  222, 
^*  359 :  ^^^  ^'t  bow  the  mischief,  T.  iv. 
1362. 

lischeef ,  s.  misfortune,  L.  1278 ;  danger, 
A.  58 ;  harm,  R.  253. 

fisoonceyveth,  pr,  s,  misunderstands, 
£2410. 

IlscountinfiT,  s,  fraudulent  reckoning,  R. 
196. 

lisdemeth,  pr.  s,  misjudges,  E  241a 

Usdepcutetn,  pr,  s,  parts  or  divides 
amiss,  B  107. 

[isdooth,  pr,  s,  ill-treats,  B  311a. 

Usdrawlnffes,  s,  pi,  way  of  drawing 

aside,  B  3.  p  12. 107. 

[iserlcorde,  s,  (there  is)  mercy,  pity,T. 

iJL  1177 ;  pity,  B  2608. 

Usdrle,  J.  misery,  B  3x67. 

[Iseae,  s,   trouble,  I   806;    discomfort, 

I  177 :  P^'  injuries,  B  z.  p  4. 73. 

[iaesed,  pp.  vexed,  I  806. 

'IsflUe,//.  s,  subj,  it  went  amiss  (with), 

A  2388. 

isforyaf ,  //.  s,  misgave,  T.  iv.  1426. 

i88roon,/>/.  gone  astray,  I  8a 

IsfiTOvemaunoe,  s.  misconduct,  B3fl02. 

isflryed,  pp.  misconducted,  B  3723. 

ishap,  s,  ill  luck,  B  343^. 

isliappe,  V,  meet  with  misfortune,  B 

2886 ;  fr,  s.  subj,  (it)  may  happen  ill  for, 

Lsbappy,  adj,  unhappy,  B  3758. 

Lslmo^TlnfirOt  1.  ignorance.  B  3.  m  11. 27. 

Islay,  pt,  s,  lay  in  an  uncomfortable 

x>sition,  A  3647. 

laledden, //.//.  misconducted.  T.  iv.  48. 

iBledincr^s,  //.  misguiding  ways,  B  3. 

>  8.2. 

Blylceth,  pr,  s,  displeases,  L.  1293. 

slyved,  pp,  of  ill  lifie,  treacherous,  T. 

V.  330. 

sxnetre,  pr,  s.  subj,  scan  amiss,  T.  v. 

796. 

8-aat,  //.  s,  was  not  where  it  should 

•e,  3.  941 ;  misbecame,  R.  1194. 


V,  foil,  D  1416;  draw  to  an  end,  5. 

40;  pt,s,  was  wanting  (to),  T.  iii.  445; 

if,  missing,  T.  iii.  537. 
Mis-set,  pp.  misplaced,  3.  zaza 
Misseye,  ifr,  s.  speak  amiss,  7. 317 ;  pr,  a~ 

slanders,  I  379;  missayd  or  do,  said  or 

done  wrong,  3.  528. 
Mlsspeke,  i  pr,  s,  subj,  speak  wrongly,  A. 

3139. 

MistcJceth,  2  pr,  pi,  transgress,  trespass,. 
R. iS4a 

Mister,  X.  trade,  handicraft,  occupation,. 
A  613;  need,  R.  1426;  Mester,  occupa- 
tion, A  1340 ;  what  m,  men,  men  of  what 
occupation,  what  sort  of  men,  A  1710. 
See  Mester. 

Mlsterye,  s,  ministry,  profession,  I  895. 
From  Lat.  ministerium, 

Mlstlhede,  X.  mystery,  4.  224. 

Mis-tometh,  pr,  pi.  turn  aside,  B  3. 

Mistyde,  V,  be  unlucky,  B  2886. 
Mlswanderiii£re,    adj,   straying    (Lat. 

deuius) .  B  3.  p  2.  37. 
Miswent,  pp,  gone  amiss,  T.  i.  633. 
Mis-weyes,  x.  //.  bv-paths,  B  3.  m  11.  3. 
Miteyn,  x.  mitten,  glove,  C  37a. 
Mixen.  X.  dunghill,  I  911. 
Mo  (mod),  adj,  more.  A.  pr.  37 ;  more  (in> 

number),  A  576,  819;  besides,  L.  917; 

others,  £2113:  another,  £  1039 ;  (others) 

besides,  £  2263;   manv  others  besides, 

D  663 ;  tyM€s  mo,  at  other  times,  £  449; 

olArre  mo,  others  besides,  G  looi ;  na  mo, 

no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Mo,  adv,  more,  any  longer.  D  864 ;  never 

the  mo,  never  mo,  never,  D  691. 1099. 
Moohel,  adf,  great.  L.  Z966;  much.  G  611. 
Mochel,  aav.  much,  B  3959. 
Moohel,  X.  size,  3.  454,  861. 
Moder,  X.  mother,  B  276;   the  thickest 

plate  forming  the  principal  part  of  the 

astrolabe  (Lat.  mater  or  rotula),  A.  i.  3. 

i;   Modres.  ^en.  B  1783;    Modres,  pi. 

C93. 
Moeble,  adj,  moveable,  A.  i.  31.  80. 
Moeble,   x.    moveable   goods,   personal 

property,  T.  iv.  1380,  1460 ;  pi.  G  540. 
Moedes,  s.pL  moods,  strains  (of  music), 

B  2.  p  I.  50. 
Moevable,  adj.  fickle,  B  4.  m  5.  32 ;  as  s,^ 

The  firste  m.,  the  '  primum  mobile,*  A.  i.. 

Z7.  50. 
Moevabletee,  x.  mobility,  B  4.  p  6. 126. 
Moeve,  ^er,  to  stir  up,  B  2218 ;  v.  movc.^ 

I  133- 
Moevere,  x.  mover,  A  2987. 
Moevinge,  x.  moving,  motion,  A.  pr.  99 ;. 
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Firste  moeving,  the  *  primum  mobile/ 
A.  u  17.  45. 

MolBte,  //.  supple.  A  457. 

Molste,  Mfy'.  as  s.  moisture,  R.  1564. 

Mokereres,  s,p/,  misers.  B  a.  p  5. 18. 

Mokre,  v.  hoard  up,  T.  iii.  1375. 

Molestie,  s,  trouble.  B  3.  p  9.  105. 

Molliflcadoun,  s.  softenrag,  G  854. 

If olte,  pp, ;  see  Melte. 

Monohe,  v,  munch,  T.  i.  914. 

Mone,  J.  moon.  A  2077;  i.  e.  position  or 
*  quarter '  of  the  moon,  A  403 ;  Mone, 
£€ft,  B  aoTo;  Mones.^ett,  F  1154. 

Mone,  s.  moan,  complaint,  A  1366,  F  990. 

Mone,  V.  re/,  to  lament,  T.  u  98. 

Monstre,  s,  prodigy,  F  1344;  p/,  B3309. 

Montalfirno»  s.  mountain.  B  24. 

Ifood,  s.  anger,  A  1760;  thought,  C  ia6. 

Moon,  s,  moan,  lamentation,  complaint, 
L.  1 169, 1799. 

Moome,  i/r.  J.  mourn,  A  3704. 

MoomiXLfirOt  -r.  mourning,  plaint,  A  3706. 

Moot,  s.  pL  notes  on  a  horn,  3,  376. 

Moot,  \pr,  s,  must,  shall,  B  1853;  pr,  s. 
must,  ought  to.  A  33a;  is  to  (go),  B  994; 
Mot.  I  pr,  J.  may,  4.  267:  must,  have 
to.  B  227 ;  Most.  2  fr,  s.  B  104 ;  Mot, 
pr.  s.  must,  has  to,  L.  388,  1945 ;  Mote, 
Qpr.  pL  may,  T.  ii.  402;  Moten.  must, 
L.  343 :  Mote  {or  Moot) ,  pr.  s.  subj.  may. 
HF.  102;  L.  843;  is  sure  to.  L.  1632; 
Moot  {or  Mote)  I  goon,  may  I  still  go, 
may  I  still  retain  the  power  to  walk. 
F  777;  So  moot  {or  mote)  I  thee,  as 
I  may  thrive,  as  I  hope  to  thrive,  C 
309;  As  ever  mote  I.  A  832;  Foule 
moot  thee  folle.  ill  may  it  l>e^ll  thee. 
H  40 ;  Moot  {or  Mote)  thou,  mayst  thou, 
B  1626;  Moste,  \pt.  i.must  (go).  B282; 
Moste.  pt.  s.  must,  4.  250;  had  to,  B 
886 ;  ought  to  (be) .  F  38 ;  was  made  to, 
B  3700 ;  Mosten,  pt.  pi.  should,  L.  99 ; 
Moste,  //.  s.  subj,  might.  L.  1573 ;  us 
moste,  we  must  resolve  to.  G  946. 

Moral,  adj.  excellent  in  character,  T.  iv. 
1672. 

Moralltee,  s.  moral  tale,  I  38;  moral 
writing.  I  xo88. 

Mordre,  s.  murder,  R.  X136-.  m,  tool  out, 
B4242. 

Mordre,  ^er.  to  murder,  kill,  L.  1536. 

Mordrer,  s,  murderer.  5.  353. 612. 

Mordrlng,  s,  murdering,  A  2001. 

More,  adj,  greater.  B  2396.  E  1231 ;  larger, 
HF.  500;  More  and  lesse,  all  alike, 
every  one,  B  959 ;  More  and  more.  HF. 
532;  with-outen  more,  without  further 
trouble.  T.  iv.  133. 


More,  adv,  more,  A  219;  in  a 
degree.  B  3745. 

More,  s.  root,  T.  v.  25.    A.  S.  w^ru, 

Momial,  s,  sore,  gangrene,  A  ^86. 

Mome,  s,  morning;  mome  miJi^n 
milk,  A  358,  3JqS 

Morael,  s,  morsel,  bit,  A  128;  m,  Srted. 
morsel  of  bread.  B  3604. 

Morter,  s,  mortar,  9. 15 ;  a  metal  bowl  for 
holding  wax,  with  a  wick  for  buxning. 
T.  iv.  1245. 

Mortifl^e,  V,  kill;  used  of  producing 
change  by  chemical  action,  G  1431: 
pp.  deadened,  I  933. 

Mortreux,  //.  thickened  soaps  or  pot- 
tages, A  384.  (Also  spelt  mortrewes; 
thus  jr  is  for  s,) 

Morwen,  s.  morning,  morrow,  T.  iL  1555; 
Morwe,  L%  49,  108 ;  fore  part  of  a  day. 
T.  iv.  1308 ;  fy  the  mortoe,  early  in  tbe 
morning.  A  334. 

Morweniiifire,  J.  morning.  A  1062;  dawn- 
ing. 4.  26. 

Morwe-sonff,  s.  rooming-song.  A  830. 

Morwe-tyde,  s.  morning-hour,  £  2225; 
in  the  m.,  in  the  morning.  B  4906^ 

Moael,  s.  muzxle,  A  2151. 

Most,  2  pt.  s.  oughtest  (to).  8.  3;  Moste. 
//.  s.  must,  ought  (to).  A  3c^:  most 
(go).  HF.  187;  had  to  go.  T.  v.  5;  was 
obliged  to,  T.  iii.  540;  must,  might,  E 
2I03 ;  pt.  s.  subj.  might.  L.  1594 ;  Moslefi, 
//.  pi.  must,  might,  T.  ii.  1507 ;  coukl, 
HF.  2094. 

Moste,  adj.  sup.  greatest,  F  199;  chid. 
D  1041 ;  chiefest,  F  361. 

Mote  (i).  J.  atom,  T.  iii.  1603;  Motes. ^ 
specks  of  dust.  D  868. 

Mote  (2).  s.  motion  (Lat  moius),  A.  iL44. 
22.    llie  'mene  mote'  or  meam 


is  the  average  motion  of  a  planet  dar- 
ing a  given  period. 
Motre.^^.  to  mutter.  T.  ii.  541. 
Mottelee,  s.  motley  array,  A  971. 
Motthes,  s.  pi.  moths,  B  2187. 
Mot^f.  s.  motive;  hence  idea,  notioii,  B 

628,  E  1491. 
Moulen,  V.  grow  mouldy,  B  3a;  //.  A 

3870. 
Mountanoe,  s,  amount,  value,  qaaotity, 

A  1370;  amount  (of  time),  L.  307 ;  length. 

T.  ii.  1707 ;  value,  H  955, 
Mourdaunt,  s.  chape,  or  metal   tag.  at 

the  end  of  a  girdle,  R.  1094.     (Not  'tJie 

tongue  of  a  buckle.') 
Moustre,  s.  pattern,  3. 919. 
Movereese,  s.  a  fomentress  of  qoaneX 

R.149. 
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If  owe.  s,  grimace.  T.  iv.  7 ;  pL  HF.  1806. 

If  O wen,  V.  be  able ;   tnowen  skewen,  be- 
come evident,  B  5. 04. 163;  Mowen,/w.  I 
to  have  power.  T.  li.  1594;  May,  ipr,  s.  ! 
may.  B  89:  can,  B  a^i;  Maystow,  may-  I 
est  thou,  A  1918 ;  Niowe,  z  /r.  //.  can, 
B  3939;  may,  HF.  1735;  Mowen,  a/r. 
pL  can,  19.  35 ;    Mowe.  a  pr,  pL  may,  L. 
9a:   can,  3.  552;    Mowen,  pr,  pL  are 
able  to,  D   1722;    Mowe,  pr.  pi,  may, 
can,  A  2990;  Mowe,  a/r.  5,  subj.  mayest, 
G  460:  Mighte.  fi.  s.  might,  A  169.  &c.; 
z  p/,  s.  subj,  could,  E  638. 

Mowlnflre,  $,  ability,  B  4.  p  4.  32. 

Howled,  pp.  decayed.  A  3870. 

M^ysoun,  s.  crop,  growth.  R.  1677.    O.  F. 
fn  :  Lat  ace.  mensionem. 


Moyste,  adj,  fresh,  new.  B  1954.  C  315. 
Mojrsty,  adj.  new  (applied  to  ale),  H  6c 
Maable,  adj.  changeable,  T.  iii.  822. 


Muchel,  adj.  much,  great.  A  2352;  a 
great  deal  of,  F  349;  in  so  m.,  in  so 
much,  B  2644;  many,  G  673. 

Muohel,  adv.  greatly,  A  258-.  much,  F 
1x29. 

Mmlier  est  kominis  comfiuio,  woman  is 
man's  confusion,  B  4354* 

Mullok,  /.  a  heap  of  refuse,  A  3873 ;  con- 
fused heap  of  materials.  G  938.  94a 

Moltlplicacioun,  s.  multiplying,  i.  e. 
the  art  of  alchemy,  G  849. 

Multiplye,  V,  to  make  gold  and  silver  by 
the  arts  of  alchemy,  G  669. 

Marmoracion,  s.  murmuring.  I  499.' 

Murmarlnffe,  s.  murmur,  A  2432. 

Murttie,  s,  mirth,  joy,  E  1123. 

Morye,  adj.  merry,  A  1386. 

Masole,  s,  mussel.  D  210a 

Muse,  s.  muse,  poetic  faculty,  16.  38. 

Muse,  j^er.  to  consider,  T.  iii.  563 ;  pr.  s, 
gazes  into.  R.  1592 ;  pp,  gazed,  R.  1645. 

Muslce,  Music.  B  2.  p  i.  49. 

Mas]f  ke,  music,  5.  62 ;  Musik,  B  4483. 

Muwe,  1.  mew,  pen  (for  hawks),  cage, 
T.  i.  381;    im  muvoe,  cooped  up,  T.  iv. 

49^- 
Mu'we,  V,  change,  T.  ii.  1258. 
Myle,  s,  mile,  HF.   1038;  Jjfve  m.,  five 

miles.  G  555. 
Mynde,  s,  dai,  mind,  recollection,  3.  15 ; 

au,  reason,  a.  34;  3.  511:  have  minde 

mpom,  remember.  19.  26. 
Myne,  v,  undermine,  T.  iii.  767. 
Mynour,  s.  one  who  mines,  A  2465. 
Myrle,  adj.  merry,  A  1499. 
Mjrrle.  adv.  merrily,  A  3575. 
Myrier,  adv.  comp.  merrier,  R.  876. 
Mys,  pi.  mice.  B  a.  p  6.  37. 


Myte  (1),  s.  mite,  thing  of  no  value.  A 

1558. 
Myte  (2),  mite,  insect ;  pi.  D  560. 

N. 
N',  for  ne,  not;   as  in  nacheveth  for  ;/<• 

acMeveth,  and  the  like. 
Na,  no  (Northern),  A  4175. 
Na  zno,  i.  e.  no  more,  none  else,  B  695. 
Nacheveth,  for  ne  acheveth,  achieves 

not,  T.  V.  784. 
Nadde,//.  s.  {for  ne  hadde),  had  not,  R. 

457. 
Naddre,  s.  adder.  E  1786. 
Nadir,  s.  the  point  of  the  ecliptic  exactly 

opposite  to  that  in  which  the  sun  is 

situate.  A.  ii.  6.  i ;  see  1. 12. 
Nadstow,  2  //.  s.  haddest  thou  not.  didst 

thou  not,  A  4088. 
NaiUe.  imp.  s.  3  /.  let  it  nail,  let  it  fiisten, 

E  1 184. 
Naiteth,  pr.  s.  refuses,  B  i.  m  i.  25. 
Nake,  ct pr.pl.  make  naked,  B  4.  m  7.  70; 

Naked,  A^.  as  adj.  naked.  A  1956,  1  105 ; 

bare,   HF.   133;    destitute,  void,   weak, 

G  486 ;  simple,  plain,  A.  pr.  30. 
Nakers,//.  kettle-drums,  A  251 1.    From 

the  Arabic. 
Nale;   atle  nale,  at  the  ale.  at  the  ale- 
house, D  1349. 
Nam,  {for  ne  am),  1  pr.  s.  am  not.  A 

1 1 22,  B  2710;  nam  but  deed,  am  only  a 

dead  man,  3.  204. 
Nam,  pf.  s.  took,  G  1297. 
Name,  s.  good  name,  reputation,  L.  1812 ; 

title,  B  3.  p  6.  36. 
Namely,  adv.  especially,  A  1268,  2709. 
Nazno.  {for  na  mo),  no  more  in  number, 

A  101,  544;   none  other,  no  one  else, 
_D  957. 

Namore.  aaiK  no  more,  A  98. 
Napoplexye,   for  Ne    apoplexye,    nor 

apoplexy,  B  4031. 
Napi>eth,  pr.  s.  naps,  slumbers,  nods, 

H  9. 
Narette ;  see  Arette. 
Nart,  {for  ne  art),  art  not,  G  499. 
Narwe,   adj.  small,  B  4012:  pi.  A  625; 

close,  closely  drawn,  D  1803. 
Narwe.  adv.  narrowly,  closely,  A  3224: 

tightly.  I^  600;  carefully,  E  1988. 
Nas,  {for  ne  was),  was  not.  A  251,  288; 

/  nas  but,  I  was  simply,  2.  21. 
Nassayeth,  for  ne   assayeth,  attempts 

not,  T.  v.  784. 
Nat.    adv.    not,    A    74:    Nat    but,  only, 

merely,  L.  1899 ;  quite,  L.  2091. 
Nat,  {for  ne  at),  nor  at,  B  290. 
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Nat  forthy,  adv.  notwithstanding.  B  2165. 
Natal,  adj.  who  presides  over  nativities. 

T.  iii.  15a 
Nath,   {/or  ne  hath),  pr,  s.  hath  not,  A 

923. 

Natnelees,  nevertheless,  A  35. 

Nature,  s,  nature,  A  xi;  kind,  race»  5. 
615 ;  seed,  I  577. 

Naturel,  adj,  natural,  A  416.  A  'day 
natural '  is  a  period  of  24  hours. 

Nauflrbt,  adv.  not,  B  1701 ;  not  so.  G  369. 

Nave,  s.  nave  (of  a  wheel).  D  2266. 

Naxe,  {fir  ne  axe),  ask  not,  T.  v.  594. 

Nay,  adv.  nay,  no,  G  1339;  {opposed  to 
yea) .  E  355 ;  (answers  a  direct  question) . 
B  740;  surely  not!  3.  1309;  as  s.  na^, 
untruth.  3.  147;  It  is  no  nay,  there  is 
no  denying  it,  B  1956. 

Najrte,  v.  withhold,  deny,  I  1013. 

Ne.  adv.  and  conj.  not.  A  70;  nor,  A  179, 
526 ;  ne  . .  .ne,  neither  . . .  nor,  A  603 ; 
(when  used  wiih  a  verb,  a  second  neg- 
ative is  often  added). 

Neoe,  s.  niece,  B  1290. 

Necesaeden,  pt  pi,  compelled,  B  3.  m 
9.8. 

Neddre,  s.  adder ;  pi.  L.  699. 

Nede,  s.  need,  extremity,  B  102,  658, 
2360;  extremity,  difficult  matter,  B 
2917;  peril,  B  3576:  at  nede^  at  need, 
I,  112;  f9r  nede,  if  needful,  R.  1123; 
s.  as  adj.  needful,  A  304 ;  //.  matters  oif 
business,  B  174,  1266;  necessities,  T.  ii. 
954;  needs.  G  178;  for  nedes,  for  very 
need,  3.  1201. 

Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  of  necessity,  R. 

1441, 1473- 
Nede,  V.  be  necessary,  B  871;  Nedeth, 

pr.  s.  (it)  is  necessary,  (it)  needs,  A  462 ; 

what  n.,  what  is  the  need  of,  A  849; 

Neded*,^/.  s.  impers.  (there)  needed,  A 

4020,  4101;  us  neded,  we  should  need, 

T.  iv.  1344. 
Nedely,  adv.  of  necessity,  necessarily, 

B  4435- 
Nedes,  adv.  needs,  necessarily,  of  neces- 

sitv.  L.  1298. 
Nedes-coet,  adv.  of  necessity,  A  1477, 

L.  2697. 
Needly,  adv.  necessarily,  B  3.  p  9.  87. 

See  Nedely. 
Neen,  no  (Northern),  A  4185, 4187. 
Neer,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  A  839,  968 ;  neer 

and  neer,  A  4304;  as  pos.  adv.  near,  A 

1439 ;  /^  ^  neer,  far  or  near,  T.  i.  451. 
Neet,  pL  neat,  cattle,  A  597. 
Neff8krdye,  s.  niggardliness,  10. 53. 
Neffben,  v.  draw  nigh,  L.  318. 


Neiirbf  odJ.  near,  nieh,  B  2558. 
Neiirli*  odv.  nearly,  T.  L  6a 
Neifirbebour,  s.  neighbour.  A  535. 
Neifirben,  v.  draw  near,  T.  ii.  1555. 
Neither  nother,  (in)  neither  the  one 

nor  the  other,  B  5.  m  3. 53. 
Nekke-boon,  s.  neck-bone.  B 1839 ;  neck. 

D  906 ;  nape  of  the  neck,  B  669. 
Nel,  xpr.  s,  will  not,  T.  it  726. 
Nempnen,  v,  name,  B  507. 
Nenvye,  for  ne  envye,  unp.  s.  envy  oot, 

T.  V.  1789. 
Ner,  adv.  comp.  nearer,  3.  888;  T.  1 44B; 

Nere,  3.  38;  ner  and  ner,  B  1710;  fier 

the  les,  nevertheless,  4.  130. 
NercoUkes,  //.  narcotics.  A  1472.    • 
Nere  {Jor  ne  were).  2  //.  j.  wast  not, 4. 

112;  pt.  ft.  were  not.  A  875,  D  1944; 

ift.  s.  subj.  should  not  (I)  be.  T.  il 409: 

Nere,  pt.  s,  suhj.  woukl  not  be,  sbooki 

not  be.  A  1x29;  were  not,  B  3984;  were 

it  not,  B  132;   were  it  not  (for),  i.  24, 

180. 
Nere,  adv.  nearer,  R.  Z454. 
Nerf,  s.  nerve,  i.  e.  sinew,  T.  ii.  642. 
Nesoapest  {for  Ne  escapest),  escapes! 

not,  L.  2643. 
Nest,  s.  D  169X ;  wikked  nest,  L  e.  mam  m. 

or    Mauny    (referring    to    Sir    01i»er 

Mauny),  B  3573;  //.  HF.  1516. 
Net-herdea,  ^en.  neat-herd's,  B  2746. 
Nether,  adj.  lower,  A  ^852. 
Netherest,  adj'.  superl.  lowest,  L  c.  ooter- 

most,  A.  i  x8. 7. 
Nevene,  v.  name.  G  821 ;  ktrd  kir  name 

n.,  heard   (him)   name  her    name,  T. 

i.  876;  pr,  pi,  subj,  may  mentkm.  G 

1473- 
Never,  adv,  never,  A  70;  n.  dide  but, 

never  did  aught  that  was  not,  4.  297; 

n.  the  neer,  none  the  nearer,  G  721. 
Neveradel,  adv.  not  a  bit,  C  670. 
Never-mo,    adv.    never   oftener,    never 

(with  two  exceptions),  A.  ii  31. 5 ;  never. 

3. 1 125. 
Nevew,  s,  nephew,  U  1449;  grandsoa. 

L.a659. 
Newe,  adv.  newly,  freshly,  afresh.  A  36$. 

428 ;  of  newe,  new.  fresh.  T.  iL  90;  Newe 

and  newe.  again  and  again.  T.  iii.  xx6: 

continually.  C  999. 
Newed,  pt.  s.  h^d  something  fresh  in  it, 

3.  906 ;  pp.  renewed,  B  3036. 
Newefansrel,  adj.  fond  of  novelty,  F-618, 

H193. 

New-iaaffelnesse,  s,  fondness  for  nov- 
elty, L.  154 ;  F  6x0. 

Newe-thouffht,  s.  Inconstancy,  R.  988. 
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Nezte,  adij.  sup,  nearest,  A  1413 ;  easiest, 

T.  i.  697. 
Ney,  adj.  niffh.  A.  ii.  3. 78. 
Nivard,  adj.  niggardly.  R.  117X 
Niiraz^t  -f*  miser,  niggard,  B  4105. 
Niorardye,  1.  miserliness,  B  136a. 
Niirbte,  ger.  to  grow  dark,  become  night. 

T.  V.  515. 

Niff  hter-tale,  s, ;  fy  w^  in  the  night-tiinc. 
A  97.  This  expression  seems  to  hare 
resulted  from  a  confusion  of  I  eel.  i 
nattar'ptli,  in  the  dead  of  night,  with 
IccL  mattar-tai,  a  tale  or  number  of 
nights. 

mgrnt-apel,  s.  night-spell,  night-incan. 
tation,  A  348a 

Ki^roznuiclens,  s.  //.  necromancers. 
I603. 

Nil,  X  pr.  s.  will  not,  3.  92,  1x25:  nil]  ill 
not,  shall  (I)  not.  T.  v.  40,  43. 44 ;  desire 
not,  dislike,  E  646;  Niile,  i  pr.  s.  vi'. 
not,  G  1463;  Nil,/r.  J.  mill  not.  B  972 : 
wilt  not  (have),  3.  586-,  will  (shei  not. 
1.  XI40;  Ni:t,  3/»r.  J.  wilt  not,T.  ii.  10x4 ; 
Niltow.  ihou  vrilt  not,  T.  i.  792. 

NUUnffe,  s.  refusing,  B  5.  p  2.  33. 

Nln.y^  Ne  in,  nor  m,  E  15x1.  F  35. 

Nis,  for  ue  is,  is  not.  2.  77;  Ther  r.ia  r.o 
more  but,  all  that  remains  is    thd!,  I. 

847. 
Ntsta,   I  //.  s.  knew  not,  F  302:  //.  s. 

knew  not,  A  34x4, 4225. 
Noble,  J.  a  gold  coin,  A  3256;  //.  HF. 


13x5.    (Worth  6f.  2d.) 
fobfo<f 


NoDiedeSt.  pt,  s.  2  p.  ennob!ed«;st.  didst 

ennoble,  G  4a    A  translation  of  Dante's 

mabiliiasti. 
Noblesse,  s.  nobleness.  R.  780:  nobte 

cheer,  T.  v.  4^9;  nobiiity.  D  1x67;  r  title 

of   respect),  B  2956;    magnificence.   B 

3438:    high  honour,  B  i^A,    nobihtr. 

rank.    R.    1034;    worthy  behaviour,    B 

185.  248. 
Nobley,  s.  nobility,  dignity,   sp!«:ndour, 

HF.    LA16;   noble    rank.   T.   iv.    ifyjo\ 

assembly  of  nobles.  G  449;  sbit?.  F  77. 
Nof  {/or  Ne  of),  nor  of,  D  57X.  660. 
Noffht,  adv.  not,  A  X07:  by  no  means. 

in  no  respect,  A  X226-,  Noghi  but  for, 

onlv  because.  D  645. 
Noffllt,  1.   nothing.  C    542;    N.    worth. 

worth  nothing,  H  aoa 
Noisen,  :i  pr.pl.  cry  aloud.  B  3.  m  6.  la 
NoUced,  pp.  notched.  R.  942. 
Nolde,  z  //.  s.  would  not.  did  not  want. 

c.  90:    (I)  should  not  d<.'Sirc.  G   1334; 

Noldest,  a  ptt.   s.  wouldst   nrit,  3.  4^2; 

Noldestow,  if  tlinu  woiiidst  not,  T.  iii. 


Lai*-    Nolde,  pS.  :.  -^ould  r.ot,   i.  31 

■*■:  -  i  r.o:    -avt  .  A  xc-ai- 
Nombre.    :.   r.-n.:^:    A   716.    an-. o  ■-::•, 

5-rr.   A.  .-  24.  5- 
Nombred. /,-.  '-o-n!»d  in.  T. ::;.  i2fr,. 
Noznen.  ;^.  Likrr..  T.  v.  cx4 .  p .?.  k.  4'^ ; 

N-.T.-   ;f.  L.  =22.  3cA.  1777.    I>  o! 

Noaes.  for  the,  f-r  ':.t  r.on',^,  ior  *:.»•. 

i^L^i^:.r..  for  ::.:3  -....ii.or..  A  379.  523. 

^s.  •7>.  f.r.  !;,T   sp-r   of  iJ-t   rno:r.  v, 

1.":.  s'.x:  l.r  :r.r  vrr.r. 'I.;i.  X351;  V./-, 

t:.-  rr.,r.*::.     n  ■:.•:  -.ori'iiTzon.  ill-,  2>/y, 

L    XS+o.     0.'.;'.r.A..v  /i>r   M^w    £i/»«;,    Kr 

:"  T   :r  .*:      *:,•:.'*:  tk^n  :>  ■.;.»:  Cat.  of  \:,*z 

'ifrf  -:■:,.  -    A.  >   Z2ni\. 
Noxxxie.   .*.    run    A   xii:  Nonnes  l'.-«;cst, 

■.    •  .  i'r.-!,  B4'-37. 
Nor-rierye.  -•.  nurr.'::;..  A  3>tO. 
Noo::i.  :.'/r.e,  no.  A  314,  44f^;  or  t^un,  or 

r.   '.   .r  r,  ».  D  ar>y>, 
NOOC.  1  ^r.  s.  kr^o-A  r.ot,  I-.  20^jo;  No*.  F« 

2>3  .  N  -it.  kr.o-A*:st  not.  3.  X137 ;  N'/-'ovi. 

v.oi  kr.'jAcst  not.  HF.  loxo;  Nooi./r.  :. 

icr.OAS  not,  C  204:  Not,  4.  214.    A.  S. 

njt. 
Korice.  s.  nurse.  B  4305. 
Korice.  z.  noun^ii,  forri'.-nt,  B  2204;  //. 

r."  -;:• !  up.  E  3y>. 
NorlB8iDg>.  ;.  nurr;m';nt.  A  437;  k"'-*'''. 

A    3C17 ;    Norishing*:,    XtTxu'^mvi    n\>.    K 

IG40:    //.    r*rfrct:onb,     I J    4.    p    6.    3?J ; 

su-:rniincc.  B  i.  p  6,  93  (\jm.  f'^mtttun. 
Noriture.  /,  nourishm-r.t.  I .  w'.  jfjii. 
Norte  1x7  e,  s.  >:ducation,  A  307. 
Northren,  northern.  A  ify87. 
.   Noiture.  s.   instruction,  go^^d    martn'-rs, 

R   17> 
Nory.   /.    pupil    (\\\.  foM«:r-chi:d;,   B  3. 
I       p  II.  233.   Sorry,  B  I.  p  3.  14. 
t  Nose-thirles.  //'  nosTi.s.  A  557.  I  a'>y. 
NoBkinzxeB./c'r  Non'skinn«-s,  of  no  kitid, 

HI*.    17'^     From    no»r\   i;»!n.   of  w^-t'^, 

nor.*: ;  and  iinnes,  gfrn.  of  i/w. 
Noflt.  Nostow,  Not ;  se*-  Noot. 
\   Not  but,  on;y,  4.  121 ;  'I .  iji.  Viy*. 
\ota,  1. 1:,  obs»;rvc.  A.  ii,  26.  33. 
NotablUtee.  s.  nr^labic  fact.  B  43f/y. 
Not&ble,  adj.  notorious,  rvm;iikab1>',   B 

1875. 
I  Notaries,  s,  pi.  scribes.  I  797. 
'  Note,  J.  ( I) . note ( in  music) .  A  235.  B  1737 ; 

mu&icai  note,  peal,  HF.   1720;  turn;.  5. 

(^77;  by  m.,  accortling  to  inu!>ic»il  notrs. 

bv  noir.  R.  669;  in  concord,  a'l  at  ijn«.<.-, 

'l'.  iv.  585. 
Note,  s.  <2).  emplo>mi*nt,  business,  task, 

job,  A  4068.    A.  S.'  Mo/u. 
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Noteful,  adj,  useful.  A.  pr.  lao. 
Noteznuge,  x.  nutmeg,  B  1953. 
Notes,  s,fL  nuts,  R.  ijiSo. 
Not-heed,  j.  crop-head,  a  head  with  hair 

cropped  short,  A  109. 
Notner,  neither, 7. 353:  neither  (of them), 

L.  103. 

NothiDff ,  adv,  in  no  respect,  in  no  degree, 
not  at  all,  A  3505;  for  «.,  by  no  means, 

D  1 131. 

Notiflcaoions,  pi,  hints,  B  5.  m  3.  33. 
Notlfle,  fr.  pi.  indicate,  I  430;  ^.  pro- 
claimed, B  3s6. 
Nouohis,  J.//,  jewelled  ornaments,  jewels 
''       (properly,   setting   for   jewels),   clasps. 

HF.  1350;  Nowches,  E  383.    E.  ouch, 
NoufirbiT  «^»  no^  T.  ii.  575, 673 ;  not  at 

&lli  3*  3 :  B  3363. 
Nouxnbre,  s,  number,  3. 44a 
Nouxnbre,  v,  number,  3. 439 ;  pp,  counted 

in,  T.  iii.  1369. 
Noun-certeyn,  s.  uncertainty.  18. 46;  T. 

i.  337. 
Noun-power,  s.  impotence,  B  3.  p  5. 33. 
Nouthe,  now,  T.  i.  985;  oj  nouilu,  at 

present,  A  463. 
Novelrye,  s.  novelty,  T.  ii.  756. 
Now,  adv,  now,  A  715 ;  y&r  noto^  for  the 

present,  7.  343 ;  now  and  now,  from  time 

to  time,  occasionally,  F  430. 
Nowches ;  seeNouohis. 
Noyous,  adj,  troublesome,  HF.  574.  Short 

for  anoyous, 
Ny,  adj,  near,  B  3563  ;  Nye,  def.  the  one 

who  IS  near.  A  3393. 
Ny,  adv.  nigh,  nearly,  B  3735;  as  ny  as, 

as  close  to,  A  588 ;  wel  ny,  almost,  A 

1330. 
Ny ,  prep,  nigh.  B  550. 
Nyce,  adj.  foolish,  B  3713.4505 :  ignorant, 

R.  1357;  foolish,  weak,  B  1083,  G  493; 

ludicrous,  A  3855 ;  scrupulous.  A  398. 
Nycely,  adv.  foolishly,  T.  v.  ik3, 
Nycetee,  s.  folly,  G  463;  simplicity,  A 

4046;    foolish    behaviour,    pleasure,    D 

413 ;  scrupulousness,  T.  ii.  1388. 
Nye;  seeNy. 
Nyfles,  pi.  mockeries,  pretences,  D  1760. 

Lit '  sniffings ' ;  O.  F.  niJUr,  to  sniff. 

O. 

O  (66) .  one,  A  304, 363 ;  a  single,  B  5.  p  6. 
158 ;  one  and  the  same,  T.  ii.  37 ;  one 
continuous  and  uniform.  HF.  iioa  See 
Oon. 

Obeisant,  adj.  obedient.  E  66, 1  364. 

Obeisaunce,  s,  obedience.  E  34.  503; 


obedient  act.  E  330;  obedient  fiuvwefi. 

L.  S479;  in  your  o,,  in  obedience  to  you. 

3.  84 ;  nnto  htr  o.,  in  obedience  to  her, 

L.  587 :  Obeisaunces,  pi,  acts  of  dutiful 

attention,  L»  149 ;  observances.  L»  1368. 
Obeisincr,  adj.  yielding.  L.  Z366w 
Oblecte.  adj,  presented.  B  5.  p  ^.  5. 
Obliffacloun,j.bond,i5.3:  Obbgacwuns. 

fl.  sureties,  B  30x8. 
ODllsre,  V. ;  o.  to  you,  lajr  an  obligatioa  on 

you  (to  make  me),  T.  iv.  1414. 
ODB^QUles,  pi.  funeral  rites,  A  993. 
Obeervaunce.  J.  respect.  A 1045 ;  homage. 

7.318;  observance,  L.  1608:  ceremony. 

T.  ii.  113;  heed,  I  7^7;  //.  customary 

attentions,  F  956 ;  duties,  L.  15a 
Observe,  v.  favour.  B  iSsi ;  pr.  s.  takes 

heed.  I  303. 
Occaaioun,  s.  cause.  L.  994. 
Occident,  s.  west.  B  397. 
Occidentale,  adj.  western,  A.  i  5. 9. 
Occupye,  v.  take  up.  F  64 ;  fr.  s.  kiSkms 

close  upon.  T.  iv.  836;  dwells  in,  B  424; 

in^.  s.  hold  to,  B  4.  p  7.  103. 
OctOfiramye,  s.  marrymg  eight  times,  D 

Of,  prep.  of.  A  3.  &c.;  by,  R.  1360;  co»- 
ceming.  about.  F  1179:  during,  B  510: 
for.  13. 19;  off,  from.  3.  964;  on  account 
of.  B  3308 ;  as  to,  as  regards,  in  re^Kct 
of,  F  435;  as  to,  3.  966;  upon,  5.  555; 
over,  a  3947;  with,  A  3055;  some.  A 
146;  of  a  purpos,  on  purpose,  deliber- 
ately, 6  3373 ;  o/al  mv  lif,  in  all  my  lifie. 
5.  484;  ofgrace^  by  his  favour,  out  oj 
lis  &vour.  E  178;  fklJUd  of,  filled  vi&. 

f,  adv.  off.  away,  5.  494 ;  (come)  <^  T. 

iv.  1106;  oif,  A  3676;  com  of,  be  qnkk, 

have  done,  A  3738. 
Offeneioun,  damage,  A  34x6. 
Offertorie,  J.  offertory,  A  710. 
Office,  s.  office,  employment  of  a  secuiar 

character,  A  993;  employment,  B  3446. 

duty,  5.  336;  property.  D  xx4a;  place  of 

office,  D  1577:  with  o.,  by  tne  ose  of 

(Lat.  ojicio),  B  i.  p  z.  3;  komses  of  o^ 

servants'  offices.  E  364. 
Of-newie,  adv.  newly,  again.   R.    16x3; 

lately,  E  938. 
Of-8howve,  V.  repel  (lit  shove  off),  A 

Oi-taken,  pp.  taken  away.  B  1855. 
Ofte,  adj.  pi.  many ;  Ofte  sythes.  oftra> 

times,  A  485;  Ofte  tjrme,  often.  A  5a, 

Tymes  ofte,  E  336. 
Ofter,  adv.  comp,  oftener,  E  8X5. 
Of  that,  conj.  because,  L.  8x5. 
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Of4howed,  A^.  thawed  away.  HF.  1143. 
Oght,  s,  aoght,  anything.  F  1469;  any- 
thing of  value,  G  1353 ;  as  adv,  ought, 
at  all,  B 1793. 
Ogbte;  see  Owen. 
Oke,  Okes;  see  Ook. 
OUfaunts,  s,pl.  elephants,  B  3.  p  8.  99. 
Oliveres,  s/fL  olive-trees,  R.  1314 ;  ohve- 

yards,  B  3226. 
Olyve,  J.  olive-tree,  15. 181. 
Omelies,  s,  pi,  homiOes,  I  1088. 
On,  prgp.  on,  A  I3 ;  in,  F  931 ;  at,  T.  iii. 
33;  ot  T.  iii.  18;  as  regards,  E  1424; 
a^inst.  T.  ii.  865;    towards,   4.    998; 
binding  on,  la  43 ;  kir  oh,  upon  her,  3. 
1217 ;  on  eve,  in  the  evening,  £  1214 ;  oh 
reste,  at  rest,  F  379. 

On,  one;  see  Oon. 

Onde,  s,  envy,  R.  148.    A.  S.  anda, 

Oneden,  //.  pL  united,  I  193;  pp,  united, 
complete,  D  1968. 

Ones,  adv.  once,  B  588 ;  united  in  design, 
C  696 ;  at  ones,  at  once,  A  765. 

On-lofte,  adv,  aloft,  up  in  the  air,  in  the 
sky,  5.  203, 683 ;  above  ground,  E  220. 

On-ly  ve,  adv,  alive,  F  932.    Lit '  in  life.' 

Oo.one;  see  Oon. 

Ook,  J.  oak,  A  1702;   Oke,  dot.  3.  447; 
{coiUctwely) ,  oaks,  R.  1384. 

3on,  one,  R.  624;  always  the  same,  the 
same,  one  and  the  same,  B  2142 ;  united, 
agreed,  T.  iL  1740;  alone,  unwedded,  D 
66 ;  the  same,  i.  e.  of  small  conseouence, 
3.  1395;  ^^  same  thing,  alike,  F  537; 
oon  the  faireste,  one  of  the  Purest,  E 
212;  in  oon,  in  the  same  state,  un- 
changeably; ever  in  oon,  ever  alike, 
alwa^  in  the  same  manner,  E  602; 
continually,  D  209;  oon  and  oon,  one  bv 
one,  A  679 ;  after  oon,  equally  good.  A 
341;  that  oon,  one  thing,  T.  iv.  1453; 
the  one,  C  666 ;  many  oon,  many  a  one, 

A  317,  E  775 ;  feiie  at  oon,  came  to  one 

agreement,  T.  "iii.  565 ;   many  on,  many 

a  one,  D  680;  everich  on,  every  one,  B 

1 164 ;  Oo,  one.  G  207 ;  a  single,  R.  1236 ; 

one  and  the  same,  3. 1293. 

oned,/^.  united,  B4.  p  6.  81. 

pen-era,  s,  fruit  of  the  medlar,  A  3871. 

pen-beeded,  with  head  uncovered.  D 

pie,  s.  opium,  A  1472 ;  Opies,//.  opiates, 

L.  a67o. 

pned,  pp,  opened,  T.  iii.  469. 

px>08en,  V.  oppose;  o,  me,  lay  to  my 

chsLTge,  D  1597. 

ppresse,  v,  suppress,  la  60 ;  violate,  F 

1 4  T I ;  ^er.  to  put  down,  G  4. 


Opproeoloun,  s,  oppression,  wrong,  L» 
2592;  tyranny,  la  19;  violation,  L. 
1868. 

Op,  con/,  ere,  G  314. 

Ot,prep,  before,  R.  864. 

Or,  conj,  or,  A  91,  &c.;  Or  . . .  or,  either 
...  or.  R.  261. 

Oratorie,  s.  closet  for  prayers,  A  1905. 

Ordal,  s,  ordeal,  T.  iii.  1046. 

Orde,  dot,  point,  L.  645.  A.  S.  ord.  And 
see  Word. 

Ordenee,  adj,  well-ordered,  B  4.  p  i.  46. 

Orden61y»  adv,  conformably,  in  order, 
B4.p6.313. 

Ordenour,  s,  ruler,  B  3.  p  12. 102. 

Ordeyned.  pp.  provided,  A  2553;  ap- 
pointed, F  177;  prepared,  G  1277; 
ordered,  I  336;  (=oraeynee),/^.  regu- 
lated. T.  i.  892. 

Ordinaat,  adj,  orderly,  E  1284. 

Ordlnatly,  adj,  methodically,  I  1045. 

Ordlnaunce,  s,  arrangement,  A  3012; 
provision,  B  250;  orderly  arrangement. 
A  2567 ;  consideration,  18.  38 ;  order,  B 
2303;   resolve,  B  2258;   command,  la 

Orored,  pp,  as  adj.  ordained.  I  782. 

Ordure,  s,  filthiness.  I  841;  rubbish,  T. 
V.385. 

Ore,  s,  grace;  thyn  o,,  (I  pray  for)  thy 
'      grace,  A  3726.    A.  S.  or. 
!  Ore,  s.  ore  (of  metal),  D  1064.    A.  S.  or, 
!  Ores,  s,pt,  oars,  L.  2308. 
:  Orft^pys,  s.  gold  embroidery,  gold  braid, 
fringe  with  golden  threads,  R.  462,  869, 
1076.    A.  F.  or/reis,  O.  F.  orfrois. 

OrsHEtne,  s,pl. '  organs.'  the  old  equivalent 
of  organ,  G  134. 

Orgon,  pi,  as  sing,  organ  (Lat.  organa),  B 
4041. 

Orient,  s,  east,  A  1494. 

Oriental,  adj.  eastern ;  (hence)  of  supe- 
rior quality,  L.  221. 

Orisonte,  s.  horizon,  T.  v.  276. 

Orisoun,  s.  prayer,  A  2372. 

Orizon  rectum,  or  right  horizon,  A.  ii.  26. 
35.  This  means  the  horizon  of  anv 
pUice  situate  on  the  equator,  which 
could  be  represented  bv  a  straight  line 
upon  a  disc  of  the  astrolabe. 

Orloge.  s.  clock,  5.  350 ;  B  4044. 

Orphelln,  adj,  orphaned,  B  2.  p  3. 33. 

Orpiment,  s,  orpiment.  G  759,  774,  823. 
•  Orpiment,  trisulphide  of  arsenic  ; 
Webster. 

Oruscupum,  \,  e.  horoscope,  A.  ii.  3.  rubric, 

Osftime,  i.  e.  Hosannah,  B  642. 

Oat,  s,  host,  army.  L.  1906. 
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OBtelmenta,  j,  //.  furniture,  houaeliold 
goods,  B  a.  p  5.  135*  (L,  sMpdkcHiii)* 
CI  V.  iitttii. 

Oates6d,  s.  hostess,  B  4,  m  3.  aj* 

Otes,  s.pL  (of J  aats,  D  1963. 

Other,  ndj.  second,  R,  953, 976 ;  the  otbef» 
A  417;  tM«j/  fj,,  wliat  e)se,  T.  i-  799; 
Mil/  fl.,  tbv  oth^-r.  F  496;  Oihtfr.  ^/, 
others.  R.  1304;  OTbere,  //,  other,  A 
794;  others,  HF.  2151 ;  ^#ff,  JJi,  CHh«r»\ 
HF.  2153;  Otberes,  j^ttf.  fin^.  Mieh 
other's  (hi.  of  the  other),  C  476* 

Otber,  c^jnj.  or,  3*  810;  Otber  ,  *  ,  or, 
eHher  .  .  .  or,  G  1149. 

Other- why  Id,  ^^i^,  sometimes,  B  s.  p  x> 

130. 

Ouche,  s.  Douch,  clasp,  D  743,   See  Ifou* 

Ghis. 
Ouffbt,  s,  aoything,  3.  459;  uj  arfi^.  at  all, 

l".  ii.  263 ;  >#  ijjtf^*/  Ma^,  in  as  JftT  «,  T. 

iii,  ta^in 
Oufftite^tow,  oughtest  Ihou,  L,  195^^ 
Oule,  J.  awi,  D  lofli. 
Oulea,   ^i.  awl^;    spiked   IfTons   for  tor- 

minting  men,  D  1730.     A*  S.  <nwr/. 
Ounces, />/,sman  portions,  A577;  ounces, 

G  7s6. 
Duuded,  ff,  wavy,  T,  iv,  736. 
Oundlnffe,    i.    adornment    witb    WAVed 

lines,  i  417, 
Ouody,  adj.  wavy.  HF,  13S6.     F.  omU, 
Out.  jffi',  out.  A  45,  &c,  i  JKrcff  ^^  come 

out,  HF.  3139;  go  out.  T,  iv.  ato;  fullv,^ 

J',  iii,  417 ;   mardrr  ivil  {mt,  murder  wiU 

oul,  B  1766;  Out  ftnd  out.  entirely,  T*  il 
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Out  her,  rflfl/.  either,  fL  ajgot 
Outb^rwb7l9,  4^^  soineil 

Outlandish,  ^4^,  lM«%ny  ^  a^ 
Outrage,  1.  exccsi  {homy,  B  m.  m  5.5: 
cruelrjr,  injustJce,  A  ^oto;. 

moderate,    t  743;    riolcDl,  laniputil.  It 
174,  fxceraivcly  bold.  R,  1957. 
Outrag«OUJilFT  ^^-  eiosssively.  A  yjgk 
Outrance,  /,  great  hurl,  cxctssifc  mm, 

Outray©.  v,  lose  temper,  E  643,    ik  t. 

m*iti'if\  to  surpaiu. 
Outrely,  odj,  utterly,  B  4419;  etUiP^, 

»Q43,  307a;  decidediv,  B  aawx 
Otat-rioH-fi,  ('.  ring  out,  X  IIL  1237. 
Out- rood,  pL  J,  rode  oul,  T,  v.  604. 
Out  ryder^,  j,  rider  ^roAd.  A  %0k  Tfce 

name  of  a  monk  tvUo  rode  lo 

granges.  &c. 
Out^priD^,  V.  come  to  llgbt,  Titiif 

OtiUsprong,  pL  J.  sprrad  abroad,  C  iit- 
Out-#tsrfce;/A  pi.  st^Jted  oui,  B  4*3^ 
Out-strauirhte,  //,  /,  str^cbeid  nak  ^ 

Oul^&ken.  pp.  e]icepted,  B  377^ 
Out^twyno^  a  /^r,  /A  Jwist  Ottt,  utiK^ 

U- 

Out^wondo,  V.  pfooeed,  HF.  1^45* 
Over,  ptitp.  above,  R,  1475;   btyeod,  D 

1 661;  besides,  F  137:  Over  hij  »i|ht 

to  excess,  C  4&iw 
Orer,  adj.  upper,  A  133;  Ov«fBi,ji^^ 

uppermost,  A  ^$Q» 


^ 
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Over-rmoffhte,//.  J.  reached  over.  A^nce, 
urged  on,  T.  ▼.  1018. 

Over-shake,/^,  shaken  off.  5. 681. 

Overahote,  ^, ;  Aad  overskoie  hem,  had 
over-run  the  scent,  3.  383. 

Over-aklpte,  i  ft,  s,  skipped  over, 
omitted.  3.  1308. 

Overaloppe.  s.  upper-garment,  G  633. 
CC  IceL  yfirslofpr,  an  upper  garment. 
SeeSloppee. 

Orersiirede,  v.  spread  over,  cover,  E 
1799 ;  Over-sprat,  fr.  s.  over-spreadeth, 
T.  ii.  767 ;  Overspradde,  //.  x.  covered, 
A987X. 

Orerexnlnffe,  /r.  s,  subj,  overpass,  F 
X060. 

Overtake,  v.  overtake,  attain  to,  G  682; 
Overtook,  i  ^/.  1.  caught  up,  3.  36a 

Orerte.  adj.  open,  HI^  718. 

Overthrowe,  v.  be  overturned,  be  ruined, 
HF.  x64a 

Over-tbrowlnffe,  adj.  overwhelming,  B 
t.  m  a.  a;  headlong  (LAt  praeci^Ui), 
B  2.  m  7. 1 ;  headstrong  fLat  praeapiti) , 
B  X.  m  6.  2K\  revolving,  B  3.  m  is.  43. 

Ovarthrowmgep  x.  fiuTing  down.  B  3755  '• 
pi,  destruction  (Lat  ruinis),  B  a.  m  4. 17. 

Orertliwart,  adp.  across,  A  199Z ;  op- 
posite. T.  iii.  685 ;  askance,  R.  392. 

Overtyxneliohe,  adv.  untimely.  B  i.  m 
I.  tS. 

Over-whelveth,  pr.  s.  overturns,  turns 
over,  agiutes.  B  a.  m  3. 17. 

Owen,  V.  owe.  own.  possess;  Oweth, 
pr,  1.  owns,  possesses,  C  361;  Oweth. 
pr,  s.  rejl,  it  is  incumbent  (on  him), 
L.  360  a\  Oghte,  i  pt,  s.  ought.  4.  ai6; 
Oughtestow,  a  pt.  s,  oughtest  thou,  T. 
V.  545;  L.  1957;  Oghte.  pt.  s.  impers.  it 
were  necessary,  B  ai88;  him  orhte,  he 
ought,  L.  377;  it  became  him.  B  1097; 
Miro^ki*,  became  her.  E  izao;  us  oghte, 
it  behoved  us.  we  ought,  i.  119;  hem 
9gkU,  they  ought,  G  1340;  us  oghte 
fsubj.),  it  should  behove  us,  we  ought, 
E  xiso;  Oghte,  pt.  s.  owed.  U  589; 
ought,  A  505 ;  Owed.  pp.  due.  B  4.  p 
S.  18. 

Owene,  adj.  def.  own.  C  834 :  myn  owene 
woman,  mdependent,  T;  ii.  750;  his 
mme  hand,  with  his  owm  hand.  A  3624. 

O^rh,  imterj.  alas,  B  i.  p  6.  25. 

O^rher,  adv.  anywhere,  A  653. 

Oze,  1.  ox.  C  354 ;  Oxes.  gen.  £  207 ;  Oxen, 
//.  A  887. 

Oxe-8taUe,  s.  ox-stall.  E  398. 

Oynement,  s,  ointment,  unguent,  A  631. 

07110x18,//.  onions.  A  634. 


P. 

Paae,  s.  pace,  step,  L.  284 ;  goon  a  paas, 

go  at  a  footpace.  C  866. 
Pace,  V.  pass,  go,  A  1602;  pass,  T.  i.  371 ; 

go  away.  15.  9 ;  pass  away,  A  27^ ;  sur- 
pass, go  beyond.  T.  iii.  1272 ;  walk.  T.  v. 

1791;    overstep,   HF.  ^92;    come,   HF. 

720 ;  p.  of,  pass  over,  1 .  ii.  1568 ;  0/  t^is 

thing  to  p.,  to  pass  this  over  in  review. 

HF.  239;  to  pace  of,  to  pass  from.  B 

205;  ipr.  s.  pass  over  (it),  go  on,  HF. 

135$;  proceed,  go  on,  A  36;  1  pr.  s. 

suoj.  depart,  F  494;  2  pr.  s.  subj.  go, 

Don. 
Paillet,  s.  pallet,  T.  iii.  229. 
Paire,  s.  pair.  A  473 ;  set,  A  159 ;  as  pi. 

pairs,  5.  238.    impair,  in  the   sense  of 

'  set.'  is  applied  to  many  things  of  the 

same  kind  and  size.) 
Paiaible,  adj.  peaceable.  9.  i. 
Palasye,  s.  palsy.  R.  1098. 
Pale,  s.  perpendicular  stripe,  HF.  1840. 
Palestral,    adj.    athletic,   pertaining  to 

wrestling.  T.  v.  304. 
Paleth,  pr.  s.  renders  pale,  B  2.  m  3.  3. 
Paleys-,  or  Palels-ohaumbres,  //. 

palace-chambers,  9. 41. 
Paleys-ffardyn,  palace-garden,  T.  ii.  508. 
Paleys-ward,  to.  toward  the  palace.  T. 

ii.  X252. 
Paleys-yates,  //.  gates  of  the  palace, 

4.82. 
Pallnflre,   s.   adorning    with    (heraldic) 

pales,  or  upright  stripes.  I  417. 
Palis,  s.  palisade,  stockade.  B  i.  p  6.  41 ; 

paling,  rampart.  B  i.  p  3.  86.    O.  F. 

palis.  paleis. 
Palled,  pp.  pale,  languid,  H  55. 
Pan.  s.  brain-pan,  skull.  A  1x65. 
Panade,  s.  kind  of  knife,  A  3939. 3960. 
Panler,  s.  pannier,  E  1568;  //.  baskets 

for  bread.  HF.  1939. 
Panne,  s.  pan,  A  3944. 
Panter,  s.  bag-net  for  birds.  I*  \y\.\  pi. 

nets.  R.  i6ai.    O.  Y.pantiere. 
Papejay,  s.  popinjay,  B 15W,  1957.  V.  2332 ; 

applied  in  Enj^land  to  the  green  wuoil- 

pecker  (Gfcinusviridis). 
Paper,  s.  account-book.  A  4404. 
Paper-why t,  adj.  white    as   paper.   L. 

iiq8. 
Papingay,  s.  popinjay.  R.  81.  See  Pape- 
jay. 
Par  amour;  see  Paramour. 
Par  cos,  by  chance.  C  885. 
Par  companye,  for  company,  A  3839,  4'^- 
Paradys,  s.  paradise,  R.  443. 
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ParAiTOf  ^.  kindred,  birth,  D  350 ;  rank, 

D  1X90. 

Pazmxnents, //.  mantles,  splendid  ck>th- 
ing.  A  3501.    See  Parements. 

Pazmxnour,  {iox par  amour),  adv,  for  love, 
B  3cm;  longingly,  B  X9i3;  with  devo- 
tion, A  1x55;  Puamoars,  passionately, 
T.  V.  333;  A  3IZ3;  with  excessive 
^votion,  U,  360  a ;  by  way  of  passionate 
love,  T.  V.  158 ;  far  /.,  ior  the  sake  of 
passion,  E 1450 ;  far  paramours,  for  love's 
sake,  A  3354. 

Pazmxnour,  i.  (i)  concubine,  wench,  D 
^541  /'•  A  3756;  lovers,  paramours,  T. 
ii.  336;  Paramour  (3),  love-making,  A 

437a. 
Paraunter,  perhaps,  L.  36a. 
Paraventure,  peradventure,  perhaps,  F 

955- 

Parcel,  j.  part,  F  853*,  small  part,  3. 106. 

Parohemm,  s,  parchment,  B  5.  m  4. 14. 

Pairdee,  {F,par  Dieu),  a  common  oath, 
A  §63, 3084 ;  Pardieux,  T.  i  197, 

Pardoner,  s,  seller  of  indulgences,  A 
543,  C  318. 

Pareffaf,  adj,  fullv  equal,  T.  v.  84a 

Parements,  s,pL  rich  hangings  or  orna- 
ments, (applied  to  a  chamber),  L.  xio6; 
F  369.   See  Paraments. 

Parentele,  s,  kinship,  I  908. 

Parfey,  by  my  fiiith,  in  faith.  HF.  938. 

Parflt.  adj,  perfect,  A  73, 433. 

Parfltiy,  adv,  perfectly.  R.  771 ;  wholly, 
B  3381. 

Parfoume,  v.  perform,  B  3403;  Par- 
fourne,  ^er,  to  fulfil,  B  3137;  p,  m;^, 
complete.  D  3361. 

Parfouminfire,  s,  performance,  I  807. 

ParisshenB,//.  parishioners,  A  483. 

Paritorie,  s.  pellitory,  ParUiaria  ojlci- 
traits,  G  581. 

Parlement,  s,  (i)  deliberation,  decision 
due  to  consultation,  A  1306;  (3)  par- 
liament, T.  iv.  143;  p,  of  Briades, 
Parliament  of  Birds,  I  xo86. 

Parodie,  1.  period,  duration,  T.  v.  1548. 
(A  curious  confusion  of  parddU  (so 
pronounced)  With  period.) 

Parsoneres,  s,  pi,  partners,  partakers, 
B  5.  p  5.  lox. 

Parten,  v.  share,  T.  i.  589;  ^er.  To  p. 
with,  participate  in,  L.  465;  i  /r,  s. 
part,  depart,  T.  i.  5  ;  Partetfi,  pr,  s, 
departs,  L.  359;  Parted,  *^.  dispersed, 
T.  i.  960;  gone  away,  taken  away,  L. 
IX 10. 

Parteners,  s.  pi.  partners,  partakers.  I 
968. 


Partlnff-felaweB,  s.  pL  feUow-paitakeis. 

Parties,  adj,  without  his  share.  B  4.  p  3. 
44. 

Partrioh,  s,  partridge,  A  349. 

Party,  aav,  partly,  A  1053. 

Partye,  J.  piortion,  A  3008;  paitia]  um- 
pire, taker  of  a  side.  A  3657 ;  poition, 

T.iL394. 

Parvys,  s,  church-porch,  A  31a 

Pas,  s,  pace,  B  399 ;  step,  I>  ai6a ;  dis- 
tance, R.  535;  foot-pace,  A  835;  grade, 
degree,  4.  134;  grade,  I  533 ;  passage. 
B  3635 ;  a  pas,  at  a  footpace,  T.  iL  627. 
V.  60;  F  388;  pL  paces,  yards.  A  1890; 
i/kousandpas,  a  mile.  B  i.  p  4.  370. 

Passa^re,  1.  period,  R.  406. 

Passant,  pres,  pi,  as  adj.  surpassing.  A 
3x07. 

Passen,  ^er,  to  surpass,  exceed,  cooqner, 
A  3089;  overcome,  U  163;  outdo.  G 
857;  pr,  s,  passes  away,  F  404;  Paste. 
pt,  s,  passed,  T.  ii  658;  passed  by,  T. 
u.  398;  Passing,  pres,  pt,  surpassing. 
A  3885;  pp,  piast,  spent,  £  610;  sur- 
passed, 7.  83;  passed  by,  5.  81;  over- 
blown, gone  o£E|  R.  1683. 

PasslnflT,  ad;,  excellent.  F  939; 
E  1335. 

Passioun,  s,  suffering.  B  1x75;  . 
X.  163;   passive  feeling,  impre^ion,  B 
5.  m  4. 53. 

Pastee,  s,  pasty.  A  ^346. 

Patrixnolne,  s,  patnmony.  I  79a 

Patroun,  s,  patron,  4.  375 ;  protector.  7. 
4 ;  pattern,  3.  9x0. 

Pawmes,//.  palms  (of  the  hand).  T.  iiL 
XXX4. 

Paz,  s,  the  '  osculatorium,'  or  '  paxbrede,' 
a  disk  of  metal  or  other  substance,  vsed 
at  Mass  for  the  '  kiss  of  peace.'  I  407. 

Pay,  s,  pleasure.  5.  ^x ;  more  io  pay^  so 
as  to  give  more  satisnction,  5.  474. 

Paye,  v,  pay,  A  806;  pt.  s.  A  539;  pp, 
satisfied,  pleased,  9.  3 ;  koide  krr  payd, 
think  herself  satisfied,  3.  369. 

Payen,  adJ,  pagan,  A  mt^ 

Payens,  s,  pi,  pagans,  L.  786. 

Payndemayn,  /.  bread  of  a  peculiar 
whiteness,  B  X9X5.  Lat  pants  D^mim^ 
cus. 

Payne,  s,  pain;  dide  kis  payme,  look 
pains,  F.  730. 

Pasrre,  s,  a  pair.  R.  X386:  Paire,//.  paxis, 
R.  X698. 

Pece,  s,  piece,  5.  M9;  M  pieces.  T.  i.  833. 

Peohes,//.  peaches,  R.  X374. 

Pecok,  s,  peacock,  5. 356. 
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Peook-arwes,  p/,  arrows  with  peacocks* 

feathers,  A  104. 
Peounial,  adj,  pecuniary,  D  1314. 
Pees,  J.  peace,  A  532,  1447;  in  p^  in 

silence,  B  aaS. 
Peee,  peace  I  hush !  be  still  I  B  836. 
Pekke,  j.  peck  (quarter  of  a  bushel),  A 

401a 
Pekke,  imp,  s,  peck,  pick.  B  4157. 
Pel,  J.  peel,  small  castle.  HF.  131a    O.  F. 

pel;  from  Lat.  acc/o/imr. 
Pelet,  J.  pellet,  stone  cannon4)aU,  HF. 

X643. 
Peoaont,  1.  a  penitent,  one  who  does 

penance,  B  3154. 
Penoel  {\\  j.  pencil,  brush,  A  2049. 
Pencel  (a),  1.  small  banner,  sleeve  worn 
as  a  token,  T.  v.  1043.  Short  ioxpenonceL 
P6nlble,  04^.  painstaking,  B  3490:  Penl- 
ble,  careful  to  please,  £  714 ;   Penyble, 
inured,  D  1846. 
Penltauncer,  s,  confessor  who  assigns  a 

penance,  I  1008. 
Penitence,  s,  penance,  I  loi,  126. 
Penne,  1.  pen,  quill,  L.  9357. 
Penner,  s,  pen-case,  E  1879. 
Penoiin,  1.  pennon,  ensign  or  small  flag 

borne  at  the  end  of  a  lance,  A  978. 
Pens ;  see  Peny. 

Peny,  s,  penny,  R.  451;  money,  A  41 19; 
Pcnyes,  pi,  pence,  R.   189;    Pens,  //. 
pence,  C  37^ 
Per  cos,  by  chance,  L.  1967. 
Per  consequens^  consequently,  D  2193. 
Peraventure,  adv,  perhaps,  HF.304:  C 

^935. 

Percen,  v.  pierce,  B  2014 ;  pr,  s.  pierces 
with  his  gaze,  5.  331. 

Perohe,  s.  perch  (for  birds  to  rest  on), 
A  2204 ;  wooden  bar,  R.  225 ;  a  horizon- 
tal rod.  A.  ii.  sn.  44.    LAt.  pertica, 

PerdnjBre,  s, ;  for  percinge  ==  to  prevent 
any  piercing,  B  2052. 

'erdurable,  adj,  everlasting,  eternal, 
B  2699 :  Perdurables.  adj.pl.  everlasting, 
I  811. 

'erdurabletee,  s.  immortality,  B  2.  p  7. 
63.  103. 

»ero  s.  peer,  equal.  B  3244,  F  678. 

'eregrryn,  adj.  peregrine,  i.  e.  foreign, 
F4a8. 

'ere-Jonette,  s,  a  kind  of  early-ripe 
pear,  A  3248. 

eres,  pi.  pears.  R.  1375.  E  2331. 

erflt,  adj.  complete,  A.  i.  18.  4. 

erfltly,  adv.  perfectly,  A.  pr.  21. 

erfoume,  ger.  to  perform,  B  2256;  be 

equivalent  to,  A.  ii.  la  16. 


M  /.  in  danger,  4. 108 ; 
say  it)  at  my  peril,  D 


Peril,  J.  B  2672; 

ttpoH  my  /.,  (I 

561. 

Periase,  v,  perish,  I  254. 
Perle,  s.  pearl,  L.  221. 
Perled,  pp.  fitted  with  pearMike  drops,, 

A  3251. 
PeiT66,   J.   jewellery,    precious    stones^ 

gems,  B  3495.  355a 
Perrsftt,  s.  jewellery,  A  2936;  Perrie,  HF. 

1393- 
Pars,   adj.  of   Persian   dye,   light-blue,^ 

R.67. 
Pers,  s.  stuff  of  a  sky-blue  colour,  A  439,. 

6x7. 
Pers^vexuunca,  1.  endurance,  T.  i.  44 ; 

constancy,  3. 1007. 
Persevere,  v.  continue,  D  148;  /r.  j. 

lasts.  C  407. 
Persdvermffe,  s.  perseverance,  G  117. 
Persly,  s.  parsley,  A  435a 
Pers6ne,  s,  person,  figure,  T.  ii.  701; 

P6r8oun,  parson.  A  ^78. 
Pert,  adj.  forward,  frisky,  A  3950.    Short 

for  apert, 
Pertinaoia,  s.  pertinaciousness,  I  391. 
Pertinent,  ad;,  fitting,  B  2204. 
Pertourbe,  ger,  to  perturb,  T.  iv.  561. 
Perturbaoioun,  s.  trouble.  B  i.  p  i.  98. 
Perturbinffa,  s.  perturbation,  D  2254. 
Parvenke,  s.  periwinkle,  R.  903;   Per- 

vinke.  R.  1432. 
Pesen,  pi.  peas.  L.  648. 
Pasible,  adj.  calm.  B  i.  p  5.  3. 
Pestilence,  s.  the  (great)  pestilence,  A 

442,  C  679 ;  curse.  B  4600.  U  1264. 
Peter,  interj.  by  St.  Peter.  B  1404.  G  665. 
Peyne,  s.  pain  of  torture,  A  1133,  T.  i. 

674;    in   the  p.,  under  torture.  T.  iii. 

1502 ;  care.  F  509 ;  toil.  G  1398 ;  penalty, 

B  3041;   endeavour.  R.  765;   penance, 

B  2939 ;  upon  /.,  under  a  penal^,  E  586. 
Peyne,  v.  rejl.  take  pains,  endeavour,  B 

4495;  put  (myself)  to  trouble,  HF.  246; 

Peyne,  i  pr.  s,  reJl.  take  pains,  C  330,. 

^5;  Pcyned  hir,//.  s.  rejl.  took  pains,. 

139.  E  976 ;  Peyned  hem,  pt,  pi.  reJl. 

R.  107. 
Peynte,  v,  paint,  C  12;  colour  highly^ 

HF.  246;  smear,  L.  875 ;  do  /.,  cause  ta 

be  painted,  %.  259;  pt.s.  F  560;  Peynted, 

pp.  painted,  L.  1029;  Peyni,/^.  R.  248. 
Pesmtour,  5.  painter,  T.  li.  1041. 
Peynture,  s.  painting,  C  33. 
Peyre,  s.  pair,  A  2121 ;  a  set  (of  similar 

things).  D  174 1. 
Peyslble,  adj.  tranquil,  B  3.  m  9.  51. 

(L.  tranquilla,) 


F, 
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Peytrel,  s,    poitrel,    breast-piece    of  a 
horse's  harness;    properly,  the  breast- 

flate  of  a  horse  in  armour.  G  564 ;  //. 
433.    A.  Y^peitrel^  LaX,  pectoraU. 
Phitonesses,  //.  pjrthonesses,  witches, 

HF.  ia6i. 
[Physlces,  /^en^  of  physics,  or  natural 

philosophy,  B  1189.    Lat.  fky sices,  gen. 

of  physui,  natural  philosophy.    (I  pro- 
pose this  reading.)] 
Plch,  5.  pitch,  A  3731, 1  854- 
Pldtee,  J.  pity.  T.  iii.  1033.  v.  1598. 
PidtouB.  adj.  piteous,  sad,  T.  iii.  1444: 

sorrowTul.  I'  v.  451 ;  mercilful,  F  ao. 
Piffffes-nye  (lit  pig's  eye),  a  dear  little 

thing.  A  3268. 
Piffhte,//.  J.  rejl.  pitched,  fell,  A  9689; 

//.  5,  subj,  should  pierce,  should  stab, 

I.  163  (but  this  is  almost  certainly  an 

error  iazfrighte,  pt.  s.  subj.  oiprikke). 
Piked,//,  s,  stole,  L  2467. 
Pikerei,  s.  a  young  pike  (fish),  E  1419. 
Pilohe,  s,  a  warm  furred  outer  garment, 

90.4, 
Pile,  ger,  to  pillage,  plunder,  I  769;  v. 

rob,  despoil.  D  i^^ 
Piled,  pp,  deprived  of  hair,  very  thin, 

A  6a7 ;  bare,  bald  (lit.  peeled),  A  3935. 
Plleer,  s.  pillar.  HF.  1431. 
Pilled,  pp.  robbed.  L.  1262. 
Pilours,  pi.  robbers,  pillagers,  A  1007, 

zoao. 
Pilwe,  5.  pillow,  E.  9004. 
Pilwe-beer,  1.  pillow-case,  A  694. 
Piment,  s.  sweetened  wine,  A  3378. 
Pin,  5.  pin,  small  peg,  F  137,  316;  £uten- 

ing.  brooch,  A   i^iS;   thin   wire,  A.  ii. 

q8.  8 ;  Hangeth  on  a  joly  pin,  is  merry, 

E  IS  16. 
Pinche,  V.  find  fault  (with),  pick  a  hole 

(in),  A  396;  Pinchest  at,  9/>r.  j.  blamest, 

10.  57 ;  pp.  closely  pleated,  A  151. 
Piper,  s.  as  adj.  suiuble  for   pipes  or 

horns.  5.  178. 
Pieseznyre,  s.  pismire,  ant.  D  1895. 
Pistel,  s.  epistle,  E  1154;  message,  sen- 
tence, D.  I09I. 
Pit,  pp.  put  (Northern),  A  4088. 
Pltaunoe,  s.  pittance,  A  994. 
Pitee,  s.  pity,  i.  68;  Pite  were,  it  would 

be  a  pity  (if),  3.  1966. 
Pith,  s.  strength.  R.  401 ;  D  475. 
Pit6u8,  Pftous,  adj.  compassionate,  A 

143;   merciful,  C  996;   pitiful,  A  953; 

plaintive,     R.   89.   497;    mournful,    K. 

490:    piteous,   sad,  sorrowful,   A    955; 

pitiable,  B  ^3 ;   Pitous«,  fern,  full  of 

compassion,  L*.  asf 


9589. 


Pitously,  adv.  piteously,  B  1059:  pitiably. 

B  3799;  sadly,  A  1117. 
Place,   s.  place,   A   693:    manor-bouse 

(residence  of  a  chief  person  in  a  small 

town  or  village),  B  1910.  D  1768. 
Placebo^  vespers  of  the  dead,  so  called 

from  the  mitial  word  of  the  antiphon 

to  the  first  psalm  of  the  office  (see  Ps. 

cxiv.  9  in  the  Vulgate  version).  I  617;  a 

song  of  flattery.  D  9075. 
Plasres,  s.  pi,  regions.  B  543 ;  quarters  of 

the  compass,  A.  i.  5. 12. 
Plain,  adj.;  see  Playn. 
Plane,  s.  plane-tree,  A  999a. 
Planed,  //.  x.  planed,  made  smooth.  D 

1758- 
Plante,  s.  slip,  cutting,  D  763;  piece  of 

cut  wood,  R.  999. 
Piastres,  s.pl.  plasters.  F  636. 
Plat,  adj.  flat,  certain.  A   1845;    Pbfte, 

dot.  flat  (side  of  a  sword),  F  169. 164. 
Plat,  adv.  flat.  B  1865;  plainly,  B  886; 

fully.  T.  ii.  579. 
Plate.  J.  plate-armour,  9.  49;  stiff  iron 

defence   tor  a    hauberk.  B   9055;   the 

•  sight  •  on  the  •  rewle,'  A.  L  13.  9. 
Plated,  pp,  covered  with  metal  in  plates. 

HF.  1345. 
Platly,  adv.  flatly,  plainly,  T.  iii.  786^  881. 
Plaunte,  s.  plant.  F  Z039. 
Platinte,  imp.  s.  plant.  T.  i.  964. 
Playen  me,  v.  re/,  to  arouse  myselC  R. 

113. 
Playinsr,  s,  sport.  R.  1x9. 
Playn,   adr.  smooth,  even,  R.  860;    c* 

sAort  attd  pi.,  in  brief,  plain  terms,  E 

577 ;  Plain,  flat,  H  999. 
Playn,  s,  plain.  B  94. 
Plede,  ger.  to  dispute,  B  9559. 
Pledinff ,  s.  pleading,  3.  615. 
Pledoures,  pi.  pleaders,  lawyers.  R.  198. 
Plee,  s.  plea,  5. 485 ;  //.  suits',  5. 101. 
Pledges,  s.pl.  pledges.  B  3018. 
Pleinedest,  9  pt.  s,  didst  complain,  B  4. 

p.  4. 168. 
Pleinte,  s.  complaint,  lament.  B  66^ 
Plen6re,  adj.  plenary,  full.  U  1607. 
Plentee,  s.  plenitude,  fulness.  I    1080; 

abundance,  R.  143^ 
Plentevous,  adj.  plentiful.  A  344. 
Plentevously,  adv.  plenteously.  B  2.  p  a 

86. 
Plesaunoe,  s.  pleasure.  C  919.  D  408 

delight.  A  9409;  pleasant  thing.  3.773 

pleasure,  will.  A  1571:  kindness.  E  iiii 

pleasing  behaviour.  F  509 ;  pleasantness. 

1^  1373 ;  happiness,  U  1x50;  amuseneai. 

F  7x3 ;  will,  delight,  B  149. 
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Pleeaunt,    adj,    pleasant,    sadsfoctory, 

pleasing,  A  138,  aaa. 
Piesen,  v,  please,  A  6x0,  F  707. 
Plesiiures,  adj,pl,  pleasing,  B  711. 
Plesure,  j.  pleasure,  6.  ia6. 
Plftte,  ger.  to  plead,  bring  a  law-suit,  T. 

ii.  1468. 
Pletlng«8,  //.  law-suits.  B  3.  p  3.  67. 
Pley,  s,  play,  sport,  A  1125;  dalliance,  4. 

178;  jesting,  I  539;  delusion,  3.  648; 

>/.  games,  T.  v.  304;    plays,   D  558; 

funenU  games,  T.  v.  1490. 
Pleya,  v,  amuse  oneself,  B  3524,  3666; 

/vr.  to  play,  be  playful,  be  amused,  A 

779;    to  amuse   (myself),  B  3996;    to 

amuse  (ourselves),  L.  1495;   play  (on 

an  instniment},  A  236;   i  pr,  s,  jest,  B 

3153:   «  /^-  W.  pJay.  B  1423:  /r.  //.  F 

900;  /^  J.  played,  rejoiced,  T.  i.  10x3; 

was  in  play,  3.  875;  Pleyd,//.  3.  618. 
Plejrinffe,  s,  amusement,  sport.  A  1061. 
Pieytoffe,  ad/,  playful,  B  3.  m  2.  37. 
Pleyn  (z),  ad/,  full,  A  2461;  complete, 

A  3x5.  337. 
Ptoyn  (a), a4f.  P^^n.  clear,  L.  328 ;  honest, 

5.  ^98 ;   pbun,  i.  e.  open.  A  987 ;  as  s. 

pban  (fiMt),  A  Z091  ;p/.  smooth,  5. 180. 
m&jn  (I),  adp,  full,  T.  v.  1818:  entirely, 

A  327. 
Pleyn  (a),  adv.  plainly,  A  790;  openly,  E 

637. 
Vwynm,  v,  complain,  lament,   B   1067; 

rejl,  6.  so;  v.  to  whinny  (as  a  horse),  7. 

>57 :  /^  >!^*'  cry  out  against,  L.  2525 ; 

I  fr,  s,  make  complaint,  L.  2512;  fp, 

said  by  way  of  complaint,  L.  326  a, 
Playniiiir*  **  complaining,  lamenting,  3. 


P^aly, 


7,  adv,  plainly,  openly,  {or,  fiilly), 
A  1733. 

Pleynte,  i.  plaint,  complaint,  2.  47;  PL 
of  Kynde,  Complaint  of  Nature.  5,  316. 

PUiTbte  (I),  p/.  s.  plucked,  dreu-,  T.  ii. 
Xiao;  pulled,  B  15;  pp.  plucked,  torn, 
D  790U  The  infin.  would  be  plicchen, 
▼ariant  oiplukkUn  ox  plmkken. 

PUirbte  (a),  I  pr.  s.  plight. pledge.  F 1537 ; 
pt.  s.  L.  2466;  pp.  pledged,  C  702. 

Ploznet,  s.  plummet,  heavy  weight,  A.  ii. 

Plom-rewle.i.  plummet-rule,  A.  ii.  ^8.  la 
Plooffb-banieyB,  s.  harness  for  a  plough, 

i.  e.  parts  of  a  plough,  as  the  share  and 

coulter,  A  3762. 
Plouxnes,  j.  p/.  plums,  R.  1375. 
VUmngBn,  ger.  to  plunge,  bathe,  B  3.  p 

a.  48. 
PliOUnffy,  adj.  stormy,  rainy,  R  i.  m  3.  q. 


Plowman,  s.  ploughman,  E  799. 
Plukke,  V.  pluck,  pull.  T.  iv.  1403. 
Plye,  V.  ply,  mould, E  1430;  bend.  K  1109. 
Plygrht,  pp.  plighted,  T.  iii.  782. 
Plyt,  s.  plight,  T.  ii.  712,  1731 ;  condition, 

B  2338;  position,  T.  ii.  74;    Plyte,  dat. 

mishap,   wretched    condition,    5.    294; 

plight,  23.  19 ;  state,  G  952. 
Plyte,  ger.  to  fold,   T.  ii.   1204;  ft.  s. 

turned  backwards  and  forwards,   F.  ii. 

697. 
PoepliBh,  popular,  T.  iv.  1677. 
Poesye,  s.  poetry.  T.  v.  1790. 
Poinant,  adj.  poignant,  I  130,  131. 
Point,  Poynt,  s.  point,  A  1x4;  position, 

I  92X ;   in  point,  on  the  point  of,  about 

to,  B  331,  910;   at  point,  ready,  T.  iv. 

1638 ;  tn  good  p.,  in  good  case,  A  200 ; 

fro  p.  to  p.,  from  beginning  to  end,  B 

S'^S^'^  P' for  p.,  in  every  detail,  E  577. 
Polnt-aev3r8;  a/ /.,  with  great  neatness. 

exactly,  carefully,  HF.  9x7;   A  3689,  F 

560. 
Pointel,  s.  style,  i.  e.  stylus,  writing  im- 
plement. B  X.  p  X.  3. 
Poke,  s.  bag,  A  3780,  ^278. 
\  Poked,  pt.  s.  incited,  T.  iii.  116;  nudged, 
I       A  4169. 

I  Pokets,  s.pt.  little  bags,  G  808. 
;  Pokkes,  s.p/.  pocks,  pustules.  C  358. 
Pol  {!),  s.  pole,  long  stick;  Pole,  dat.  L. 

2202. 
i  Pol  (2),  J.  pole  (of  the  heavens),  A.  i.  14. 9. 

Polax,  s.  pole-axe,  L.  642. 
:  Polcat,  s.  polecat,  C  855. 
Polloye,  J.  public  business,  C  600. 
Pollax,  s.  pole-cuce,  A  2544. 
Polut.//.  polluted.  B  I.  p  4.  281. 
Polyve,  s.  pulley,  F  X84. 
Pomel,  J.  round  part,  top.  A  2689. 
Poznely,  adj.  marked  with  round  spots 

like  an  apple,  dappled,  A  616;  Poniely- 

gris,  dapple-gray,  G  559. 
Pomffamettes,  s.  pi.  pomegranates,  R. 

Pompe,  5.  pomp,  A  ^25. 
Pool,  s.  pole  (ot  the  heavens),  A.  i.  18.  20. 
Pope-Holy,  I,  e.  Hypocrisy,  R.  415. 
Popelote,  5.  poppet,  darling.  A  3254. 
Popet,  5.  puppet,  doll;  spoken  ironically, 

and  really  applied  to  a  corpulent  person, 

B  X89X. 
Popinjay,  s.  popinjay,  R.  913. 


Poplar,  s.  poplar-tree.  A  2921;   (collec- 
tively) poplar-trees,  R.  X385. 
Popped,  pt.  s.  re/,  tricked  herself  out. 


{       R.  10x9. 
Popper,  f.  small  dagger.  A  3931. 
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Poraille,  i.jpoor  people,  A  247. 

Porohe,  s.  Porch,  B  5.  m  4.  i. 

Pore,  aify',  poor,  L.  388. 

Porlsme.  s,  corollary,  B  3.  p  la  166. 

Porphlirle,  s,  a  slab  of  poiphyry  used  as 

a  mortar,  G  775. 
Port  (i),  s,  port,  carriage,  behaviour,  A 

69 :  bearing,  mien,  I^  2453. 
Port  (2).  J.  Haven,  T.  i.  526. 969. 
Portatif ,  a4fy'.  portable,  3. 53. 
Porthors,  s,  portesse,  breviary,  B  1321. 

From  porUr,  to  carry,  Aors,  abroad. 
Portours,  ^/.  porters,  T.  v.  1139. 
Portreiture,  s.  drawing,  picture.  R.  827 ; 

set  of  drawings,  A  1968 ;  picturing,  Hr. 

131. 
Portreye»  v,  pourtrav,  depict,  x.    81; 

Portrayed,  pp,  painted  in  fresco,  R.  140; 

fiill  of  pictures,  R.  1077. 
Portreyinsr,  s,  a  picture,  A  1938. 
Poee,  s.  a  cold  in  the  bead.  A  4152.  H  6a. 

A.  %.ge-fos€. 
Pose,  I  fr,  s.  put  the  case,  (will)  suppose, 

A  1162. 
Positif,  ad/\  positive,  fixed,  A  1x67. 
Positioun,    s,    supposition,    hypothesis. 

B5.p^48. 
Possessioners,  s.  pL  men  who  are  en- 
dowed. D  1722. 
Possessloun,  s.  great  possessions,  wealth. 

F  686 :  endowments.  D  1926. 
Posseth,  pr,  s,  pusheth,  tosseth.  L.  2420. 
Post,  s.  support,  A  214 ;  pillar,  A  800. 
Postiixn,  s,  imposthume,  abscess,  B  3.  p  4. 

14. 
Pot^e,  X.  broth,  B  3623.  C  368. 
Potente.  s,  crutch.  R.  #8 ;  staff.  D  1776. 
Potestat,  s,  potentate.!)  2017. 
Pothec&rie,  x.  apothecary,  C  852. 
Pouohe,  X.  pocket,  A  3931;  p/»  money- 
bags, A  368. 
Poudre,  s.  dust,  HF.  536 ;  powder,  G  760 ; 

gunpowder,  HF.  1644. 
Poudred,  pp.  besprinkled,  R.  1436. 
Poudre-marchaunt,  x.  the  name  of  a 

kind  of  spice,  A  381. 
Pounage,  x.  pannage,  swine's  food,  9. 7. 
Pound,  p/.  pounds,  A  454. 
Poune,  X.  pawn  at  chess,  3.  66z. 
Pounsoned,  pp,  as  adj\  stamped,  pierced, 

I  421. 
Pounsoninge,  x.  punching  of  holes  in 

garments,  I  418. 
Pouped,  pi.  pi.  blew  hard,  puffed,  B  4589  *, 

pp.  blown,  H  90. 
POTire,  ger.  to  pore,  look  closely,  A  185 ; 

to  pore  over  (it),  R.  1640;  ipr.pl.  (we) 

pore,  gaze  steadily,  G  67a 


Poured,  pp.  poured.  R.  IZ4& 
Pourinff,  X.  pouring  (in).  T.  iii.  1460. 
P0U8,  X.  pulse,  T.  iii.  1114. 
Poustee,  X.  power,  B  4.  p  5. 13. 
Povertee,  x.  poverty,  3.  410;  Povtoe.x. 

poverty,  T.  iv.  1520;    P6vert,  poverty. 

R.450;  Pov*rt,  C441. 
Povre,  adj.  poor,  R.  466.  A  225. 
Povre,  adL  as  s.  poor,  kaut  poverty.  lo.  a. 
Povre,  adu.  poorly,  E  1043. 
Povrellclie,  atfy\  poorly,  in  poverty,  E  ai3. 

I05S- 
Povrely,  adv,  in  poor  array,  A  14x1. 
Povrest,  adj.  suptrl.  poorest,  C  4^.  E  205. 
Posmaunt,  adj.  pungent,  A  352,  B  \ 


Poynt,  X.  shsup  point,  7.  211 ;  very  object, 
aim,  A  1501;  point,  bit  (of  it),  part,  R. 
1236;  a  stop,  G  1480;  19^  /.,  OB  the 
pomt,  T.  iv.  1153;  M  /.  tx,  is  on  fhe 
point,  is  ready,  i.  48 ;  fro  p.  U  p^vx 
every  point,  5.  461;  to  tkt  p,^  yo  tait 
point,  5.  372 ;  ai  p.  dtvys,  exact  at  all 
points,  K.  830;  to  perfection,  exquisitely. 
R.  12x5 ;  //.  tags,  A  3322. 

Poynte,  ger.  to  describe.  T.  iii.  497 ;  /r. 
pi.  stab.  R.  io<8 :  pp.  pointed.  R.  944. 

Poyntel,  x.  style  for  writing,  D  1741. 

Practisour,  x.  practitioner.  A  42a. 

Praktlke,  x.  practice,  D  X87. 

Praye,  s.  prey,  x.  64. 

Pi*ft7e>  pr.  pl.  petition,  make  suit,  I  7$$. 

Prayliiflr.  s.  request,  prayer,  R.  1484. 

Preamble,  x.  D  831. 

Preambuladoun,  x.  preambling,  D  §37. 
I  Precedent,  adj.  preceding,  A.  ii  3^  4. 

Preohe.  v.  preach,  A  481,  7x2;  Precbe- 
stow,  thou  preachest,  D  366. 

Prechour,  x.  preacher.  D  X65. 

PredousnesB,  x.  costliness.  1  446. 

Predestinee,  x.  predestination.  T.  iv.  966. 

Predlcaoloun,  x.  preaching,  sermoii,  B 
X179. 

Preef,  x.  proof,  assertion,  D  247;  ex- 
perience, L.  528  a\  test,  proof^  G  968: 
the  test.  H  75. 

Prees,  x.  press,  crowd,  B  393,  6«6;  the 
throng  of  courtiers.  13. 4 ;  press  of  battle, 
9.  33 ;  Mr  /.,  in  the  crowd,  5. 603. 

Pree88eth,/r.  x.  throngs,  A  2580. 

Prefectes.  gen.  prefect's,  G  369.  Lit.  •  an 
officer  of  the  prefect's  (officcis).' 

Preferre,  pr.  s.  subj.  precede,  take  pre- 
cedence of,  D  96. 

PreiflTuant,  pres.  pt.  plain,  convinciag, 
T.  iv.  1x79. 

Preisen,  ger.  to  praise,  (worthy)  of  being 
praised,  R.  70 ;  t/.  appraise,  estimate,  R. 
XIX5;  prize,  esteem,  R.  X693. 
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PralBeres,  /.//.  praisers,  B  3367. 
Pretaiiiiro,  J.  nonour.  glory,  1  949. 
Prel4t,  s.  prelate.  A  004. 
PremlMes,  //.  statements    laid   down, 

B  3.  p  za  laz. 
PrenoBtIk,  1.  prognostic,  prognostication, 

PronS,  /.  print,  D  604. 
Prentan,/ifr.  to  impnnt,  T.  ii.  90a 
Pr^ntls,  s,  apprentice,  A  4365. 
Prantluiood,  s,  apprenticeship,  A  4400. 
Preooienoa,  s,  foreknowledge,  A  13 13. 
Preaa,  ^er.  to  press  forward,  T.  i.  446; 

V,  hasten.  2. 19. 
Praefaee,  s,  z.  29;  in  pr,,  in  a  large 

asiemblj,  E  1907. 

t,  adv,  immediately,  5. 424. 
tarlo,  adj,  ever-present,  B  5.p  6.78. 
Praeantad,^.  brought,  L.  1997. 
PraaantiDff,  a  offering,  L.  1135. 
Praaantly,  adv,  at  the  present  moment, 

B  5.  p  6. 193. 
Praaidant,  s,  the  one  who  presided  in 

parliament,  T.  iv.  313. 
Praadun,  s.  prison,  T.  iii.  380. 


B,  *.  throng,  T.  L  173;  Prcsse,  dot, 
instrument  exercising  pressure,  A  81; 
mould,  A  963;  OH  presse,  under  a  press, 
in  a  suppressed  state,  down,  T.  i.  559; 
press,  a  cupboard  with  shelves  (for  linen, 
&c.).  A  3919. 

Praat,  i.  priest,  B  1166. 

Praat,  adj,  ready,  prepared,  prompt,  5. 
307 ;  //.  prompt,  T.  iv.  661. 

Pratanda,  v,  attempt  to  reach,  seek 
(after),  T.  iv.  993. 

Pratarli,  /.  past  time,  D  5.  p  6. 48. 

Pratoria,  s,  the  Roman  imperial  body- 
giuud,  the  Pretorian  cohort,  B  x.  p  4. 94. 

Prara,  j.  prooi^  B  4173;    experimental 
prool^  A.  li.  93  rubric;  at  p.,  (when  it 
comes)  to  the  proof,  T.  iii.  1009;  at  p.. 
In  the  proof,  T.  iv.  1659;  armes  preve,  1 
proof  Of  fighting  power,  T.  i.  470. 

Prava,  v,  prove,  C  169;  bide  the  test, 
G  645;  succeed  when  tested,  G  X9i9; 
Preved,  i^.  proved  to  be  so,  T.  L  939 ; 
tested.  C  i^;  approved,  E  98;  ex- 
emplified, ETi6:  shewn,  F  481. 

Pravataa,  /.  secret  place,  recess.  T.  iv. 
nil. 

Pravay,  ad^.  secret,  B  4.  p  3.  xax 

Pravidanea,  s,  seeing  beforehand.  B  s- 
p  d.  131. 

Pravj,  adj.  privy,  unobserved.  3.  389 ;  not 
confidential,  HF.  985. 

Pv^y^f  g^'  to  beseech,  T.  ii.  i^;  to 
pray,    9.    90;    Preyde.  //.    i.    B   391 ; 


Preyeden,  pt,  pi.  D  895 ;  Preyed,  pp.  E 

Preys,  s,  praise,  B  3837. 

Pricasour,  s.  a  hard  rider,  A  189. 

Prigrhte,  //.  s.  pricked,  F  418  {inferior 
MSS.  have  pighte).  No  doubt,  the 
reading  pighte  in  i.  163  should  also  be 
prighte.    See  Prlken. 

Priken,  v.  incite,  urge,  T.  iv.  633;  Prik, 
I  pr.  s.  spur,  rouse,  5.  389;  Priketh,/r. 
s.  excites,  A  11,  1043;  spurs,  D  656; 
pricks,  aches,  D  1594;  Prighte,  //.  j. 
F  418  (see  above) ;  Kiked,//.J.  spurred, 
B1964. 

Prikingr,  s.  hard  riding.  A  191,  2599. 

Prlkke,  s.  point,  HF.  907;  sting,  I  468; 
a  small  mark,  a  peg,  A.  ii.  49.  4 ;  a  dot, 
A.  ii.  5.  90;  piercing  stroke,  A  2606; 
point,  critical  condition,  B  119. 

Principals,  adj.pl.  cardinal,  A.  ii.  31.  17. 

PHncipio  in,  in  the  beginning  (St.  John, 
i.  I).  A  254. 

Prls,  s.  prize,  A  2241. 

Privee,  adj.  secret,  A  3295;  private, 
I  102;  intimate,  R.  600;  closely  atten- 
dant, E  192;  privee  man,  private  in- 
dividual, B  2.  p  3.  77. 

Privee,  adv.  secretly,  F  531 ;  Privee  and 
apert,  secretly  and  openly,  D  11 14;  pr. 
ne  ap.,  neither  secretly  nor  openly,  D 1 136. 

Privee,  J.  privy,  C  527,  E  195^. 

Prively,  adv.  secretly,  A  652;  uni>cr- 
ceivcd,  R.  784. 

Privetee,  s.  privacy,  R.  1294;  secrecy, 
B  ^ :  secrets,  secret,  D  531,  542,  1637 ; 
pnvate  affairs,  A  141 1;  private  apart- 
ment, A  4334;  privy  parts,  B  3905. 

Privy,  adj.  secret,  L.  1267,  1780. 

Proces,  s.  process,  B  2665:  proceeding, 
F  1345;  process  of  time,  F  829;  argu- 
ment, B  3.  p  10.  62;  matter,  T.  ii.  4815; 
L.  1914;  story,  HF.  251;  occurrcnci*  \A 
events,  B  351 1 ;  dat.  course  (of  tiini*),  j. 

I33«- 
Procutour,  used  for  l*rocurator,  procttir, 

D1596. 
Proave,  s.  proof.  B  5.  p  4.  83. 
Proava,  i  pr.  s.  approve,  H  5.  p  j.  jH  . 

pr.  i.  shews.  B  9.  m  i.  17. 
Profesaioun,  s.  profession  of  icIiki'*ii. 

I>  199.S;  oath  of  prof«*Mion  (ai  a  monk), 

H  1345 
Proferastow,  t\tt%\  thou  off^r/l  .iii.  m^i. 
Profre,  t.  offrr.  U  v/;*t. 
Prohama.  t.  pror-rn,  proU^guf,  1%  4  \. 
ProlaclOUnS,  i.pt.  uttriancr*.  \\  ■*.  \^  1.  y. 
ProHa,    3  pr.  pi,  prowl   aUiui,   m-nhIi 

widHy.  in  1413. 
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Pronounced.  #^.  announced,  T.  iv.  ax^. 

ProporcionaDies,  adj,pL  proportional, 
B  3.  m  9.  ao. 

Proporcioned,  >»^.  made  in  proportion, 
F  192. 

Proporoionels,  s,pL  proportional  parts, 
F  1278. 

Propre,  adj.  own,  T.  iv.  83 ;  especial,  B 
2175;  peculiar,  D  103;  well-gix)wn,  A 
3972 ;  well-made,  A  3345 ;  comely,  A  4368 ; 
J^andsome,  C  309;  Propres, //.  own,  B 
I.  m  6.  90;  offropre  kinde,  by  their  ovm 
natural  bent,  F  6ia 

Proprely,  adv.  fitly,  A  1549;  literally.  I 
285;  naturally,  D  1191;  appropriately, 
A  729. 

Propretee,  j.  oeculiari^,  zo.  69:  cbarao- 
teristic,  B  2304;  peculiar  possession,  T. 
iv.  392. 

Prose,  V.  write  in  prose,  z6. 41. 

Proepeotirves,  s.pl.  perspective-glasses, 
lenses.  F  234.  Chaucer  here  makes  the 
usual  distinction  between  reflecting  mir- 
rors and  refracting  lenses. 

Proapre,  adj.  prosperous;  prospre  for- 
tunes, well-being,  B  i.  p  4. 6a. 

Protestaoioun,  5.  protest.  A  3137. 

Prove,  V.  test,  A.  ii.  33,  rubric;  Proveth, 
pr.s.  proves,  F45S. 

Prov6rbed,/^.  said  in  proverbs,  T.  iii. 

393* 

Provost,  J.  prefect.  B  i.  p  4.  64 ;  chief 
magistrate,  B  1806. 

Provoetrle,  j.  praetorship,  B  3.  p  4. 9a 

Prow,  s.  profit,  advantage,  B  1598,  4140. 
C  300,  G  609. 

Prowesse,  s.  prowess,  T.  i.  438 ;  excel- 
lence, D  iia9 ;  profit,  B  4.  p  3.  71. 

Proynath,  pr.  s,  prunes,  i.  e.  trims,  makes 
(himself)  neat,  E  aoii.    O.  Y.proigner. 

Piydelees,  adj.  without  pride.  6.  39. 

Prye,  ger.  to  pry,  peer,  T.  ii.  404 ;  to  gaxe, 
A  3458;  V.  spy,  T.  ii.  17 10. 

Pryme,  s.  prime  (of  day),  usually  9  A.M., 
A  ai89,  3576,  3S54 ;  fiUfy  pr.,  the  end  of 
the  first  period  of  the  day  (from  6  A.M. 
to  9  A.M.),Baox5 ;  /r.Azy^,past  90'clock, 
F  360 ;  passed  pr.,  past  9  o'clock,  D  1476 ; 
fuUf  way  pryme,  half  way  between  6  and 
9  A.M.,  half^past  seven,  A  3906. 

Pryme  face,  s.  the  first  glance.  T.  iii.  919. 

Prymerole,  s.  primrose,  A  3368. 

Pry 8,  s.  price,  value,  R.  1134;  worth,  ex- 
cellence, F  911;  praise,  E  ioa6;  esteem, 
F  934;  glory,  L.  3534;  reputation.  D 
115a:  renown,  A  67,  337;  prise,  I  35s;. 

Pryse,  ger.  to  esteem,  to  be  esteemed,  R. 
887. 


Pryved,  pp.  deprived,  exiled,  1. 146. 
Pryvee,  adj.  secret,  A  a46a 
Puffen,  ger.  to  blow  hard.  HF.  x86& 
Pulle,  /.  a  bout  at  wrestling,  a  throw. 

5-  164. 
Pulle,  V.  pluck.  T.  i.  aio;  to  draw,  T.  a. 

657 '•  P,"*^  ^  fimche,  pluck  a  finch,  cheat 

a  novice.  A  653 ;  apmlUd  ken,  a  plucked 

hen,  A  177. 
Pultrye,  s.  poultry,  A  508. 
PupUsshen,  pr.pL  rejL  are  propagated. 

B  3.  p  II.  135. 
Pnrohacen,  ger.  to  procure,  acquire,  1 

74a,  1066;  gain,  I   1080:  win,  21.  19 

buy,  A  608;  fr,  pi.  promote.  B  9870 

intp.  s.  3  /.  may  (He)  provide.  B  873; 

Purchace,fM/.//.  provide  (fbryoorseJO. 

T.  ii.  1135. 
Purohas,  s.  proceeds,  gilts  acquired.  A 

a56;  gain.  D  1451.  X53a 
Pnroha^nff,  s.    conveyancing.  A  320; 

acquisition  of  property.  D  1449. 
Purohasonr,  s.  conveyancer,  A  3x8. 
Pure,  adj.  very  (lit.  pure),  A  1379:  utter. 

3.  iao9;  tiup.  detk,  death  itsdi,  3. 583. 
Pure,  adv.  purely,  3.  xoia 
Pured,  pp.  as  adj.  pure,  F 1560 ;  very  fine. 

Purffled,  pp.  ornamented  at  the  ed^ 
trimmed,  A  193. 

Purflracioun,  s.  discharge,  D  X9& 

Pursren,  ger.  to  purge,  B  4143;  ft.  j. 
expiated,  B  4.  m  7.  ^  (Lat  piimty  \  pp. 
cleansed  (by  baptism),  G  181. 

Purxxw.  5.  purpose,  R.  1x40;  design,  A 
X684 :  io  pitrpos,  to  the  subject,  5.  a6 ;  if 
cam  kim  top.,  he  purposed,  F  606. 

Purpoeen,  v.  purpose,  I  87:  pr.  pi.  pro- 
pose, T.  iv.  135a 

Purpre,  adj.  purple,  T.  iv.  869. 

Purpre,  s.  purple,  R.  X07X ;  purple  raiiDent. 

I933- 
Purs,  s.  purse,  A  656. 
Pursevauntes,  s.  pi.  pursuivants.  HF. 

1321. 
Pdrsuit,    s.  continuance,    perse veiancc, 

T.  ii.  959 ;  continuance  in  pursuit,  T.  ii. 

1744 ;  appeal  to  prosecute,  U  890. 
Purireye,  v.  draw,  A  96;  /<.  j.  E  i6oa 
Purtreyour,  s,  draughtsman,  A  1899. 
Purveyable,  adj.  with  provident  cai«. 

B  3.  m  a.  5. 
Purvey  aunce,  J.  providence,A  lasa,  1665 ; 

foresight,  D  566,  C70;  equipment,  B  947; 

provision.  A  35^  F  904;  pre-arrange- 

ment.  T.  iii.  533 ;  mtto  kis  p.,  to  provkle 

himself  with  necessaries,  L.  1561. 
Purvey  en,  v.  provide,  B 1533 ;  ^,  x.  fdre- 
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sees.  T.  iv.  1066;  /.  o/,  provided  with, 

Pnrveylnare,  s.  providence,  T.  iv.  986.       1 
Put,  /.  pit,  T.  iv.  154a 

Puterle,  s.  prostitution,  I  886.  I 

Putotirs,  s.  pi,  pimps,  procurers,  I  886. 

Putten,  V,  put,  lay,  7.  344 ;  v.  suppose,  B 
2667;  Put,  fr,  s.  puts,  I  142;  Put  him, 
puts  himself,  L.  652 ;  Putte,  //.  s.  B  1630 ; 
set,  L.  675 ;  /.  up,  put  away,  2.  54. 

Pye,  J.  magpie,  A  3950,  B  1399. 

Pye,  i.  pie,  pasty,  A  384. 

Pyk,  s,  pike  (fish),  la.  17. 

Pyka,  V.  (i)  peep,  T.  iii.  60;  ^er,  (a)  to 
pick  at.  T.  li.  1274;  pr.  s,  (3)  msikes 
(himself)  tidy  or  smooth,  E  201 1. 

Pykepurs,  s,  pick-purse.  A  1998. 

Pyled,  pp.  peeled,  bare,  bald.  A  4306. 

Pyn,  the  pin  which  passes  through  the 
central  hole  in  the  Astrolabe  and  its 
plates,  A.  i.  14.  i. 

Pyn,  s.  pine-tree,  R.  1379. 

Pyne,  /,  pain,  torment,  T.  v.  6 ;  hurt,  5. 
335 ;  toil,  HF.  t47;  place  of  torment, 
HF.  1513;  suffering,  A  1324,  2382;  woe, 
torment,  B  3420;  the  passion,  B  2126. 
A.  S.  pht, 

?3mo,  ^er,  to  torture,  A  1746 ;  pr,  s,  pines 
away,  7.  205;  grieves,  bemoans,  I  85; 

pp,  examined  by  torture.  B  4249. 

TPe,  s,  pipe,  musical  instrument,  B  2005 ; 

/I,  pipes,  tubes,  A  37^2. 

irpen,  v,  pipe,  whistle,  A  1838 ;  play  on 

the  t^g-pipe,  A  3927;   Pype,  make  a 

piping  noise,  T.  v.  1433;  play  upon  a 

pipe,  A   3876;  pp.  faintly  uttered,  HF. 

785 ;  pres.pt, pipmg  (hot). hissing, A 3379. 

yrie,  s.  pear-tree,  E  2217,  2325.    A.  S. 


adj.  evil  (Flemish).  A  4357; 
Quad,' bad,  B  1628.  Du.  kmuuL 
ooille,  s.  quail,  E  1206. 
iialce,  V.  tremble,  shiver,  R.  462 ;  quake, 
A  3614  ;  shake,  T.  iii.  542 ;  Quook,//.  s. 
quaked.  A  1576,  1762;  Quaked,  pp.  B 
3831 ;   Quaketh,  imp.  pi,  quake,  fear,  T. 

laklng,  s.  fear.  7.  214. 
xalclce,  /.  a  state  of  hoarseness,  A  4152. 
lalzn,  s,  pestilence,  A  2014 ;  evil,  plague, 
\,  357  ;  foreboding  of  death,  T.  v.  382. 
utppOy  V.  heave,  toss  (lit.  shake,  pal- 
>itate> ,  L.  1767 ;  beat  repeatedly,  L.  865 ; 
»aJpi'tare,  T.  iii.  57. 

lairt^r-iiifirnt,  the  time  when  a  fourth 
>art  of  the  night  is  gone,  9  p.m.,  A  3516. 


Quayles,  gen.  pi.  quails,  5.  3^9. 

Quelnte,  adj.  curious,  B  1426. 

Quek  1  int.  quack  I  5.  499,  594. 

Quelle,  V.  kill,  C  854;  pr.pl.  strike.  T.  iv^ 
46. 

Queme,  v.  please,  T.  695;  pr.  pi.  sub- 
serve. T.  ii.  803. 

Quenche,  v.  put  a  stop  to.  T.  iii.  846;  be 
quenched.  I  341 ;  Queynte,  //.  s.  was 
quenched,  A  2334,  2337;  Queynt,/^.  ex- 
tmguished,  A  2321,  2336. 

Quene,  s.  queen,  R.  1206. 

Querele,  s.  quarrel.  I  618 ;  //.  complaints,. 
B  3.  p  3.  67. 

Quern,  s.  hand-mill,  9.  6 ;  dot.  B  326.^. 

QuestemoQfireres,  s.pl.  questmen,  jury- 
men, I  797. 

QuesHo,  quid  iuris,  the  question  is.  how 
stands  the  law,  A  647. 

Questioun,  s.  dispute,  A  2514;  problem,. 

D  222^4 

Queynt,  adj.  strange,  3.  1330;  curious, 
dainty,  R.  65:  adorned,  R.  1435;  well- 
devised,  HF;  228;  neat,  R.  98;  sly,  A 
3275;  curiously  contrived,  HF.  126;  F 
234 ;  hard  to  understand,  3.  531 ;  grace- 
ful, R.  610. 

Queynte,  adv.  artfully,  HF.  245. 

Queynte,  s.  pudendum,  A  3^,  D  332^ 
444. 

Queynteliohe,  adv.  curiously,  cunningly^ 
HF.  1923;  daintily,  R.  569;  strangely,. 
R.  783. 

Queyntise,  s.  finery,  I  932;  art,  I  733; 
ornament,  R.  84a 

Qui  cum  patre,  D  1734,  I  1092.  The  for- 
mula used  at  the  end  of  a  sermon. 

Qui  la,  who's  there?  B  1404. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  F  1336;  lively,  A  306*,. 
ready,  I  658. 

Qtiiken,  v.  quicken,  revive,  T.  i.  443 ;  ger. 
to  grow,  T.  i.  295 ;  to  make  alive,  quicken,. 
G  481 ;  ger.  to  take  life,  burst  forth,  HF. 
2078;  pf.  s.  burst  into  flame,  A  2335;. 
pp.  endowed  with  life,  F  io§a 

Quikkest,  adj.  superl.  liveliest,  busiest,. 
F1502. 

Quiknesse,  s.  life,  3.  26. 

Quinible,  s.  shrill  treble,  A  3332. 

Quirboilly,  s.  boiled  leather.  B  2065. 

Qulsehin,  s.  cushion.  T.  ii.  1229. 

Quistroun,  s.  scullion,  kitchen-drudge^ 
R.  886.    O.  F.  coistron. 

Quit,  -te;  see  Quyte. 

Quitiy,  adv.  freely,  wholly.  A  179a. 

Quod.  pt.  s.  said.  A  1234. 

Quoniam,  pudendum.  D  608. 

Quook,  //.  s.  o/QuBkc. 
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Quyte,  V.  requite,  reward,  repay,  recom- 
pense, give  ID  return.  R.  1542;  5.  xia; 
10.  75;  HF.  670;  free,  ransom.  A  1032; 
^er,  to  remove,  free,  7.  263 ;  ^Myte  wtih, 
to  requyte  with,  A  31 19;  htr  cost  for 
to  quytt^  to  pay  for  her  expenses,  B 
3564;  guyte  htr  whyle,  repay  her  time, 
1.  e.  her  trouble,  B  584 ;  //.  s.  repaid,  R. 
1526;  pt.pl.  released,  T.  iv.  905;  Quit, 
pp.  rewarded,  requited,  HF.  16x4;  set 
free,  G  66;  dischai^ged,  quit,  F.17S8;  as 
adj.  free,  F  1534. 


Baa,  s.  roe  (Northern),  A  4086. 

Baby,  Rabbi.  D  2187. 

Bad,  -de ;  see  Bede. 

Badevore,  s.  piece  of  tapestry,  L.  23^2. 

From   F.  ras  de   Vore,  serge  from  La 

Vaur. 
Bafles,  s.  pi.  raffles.  I  793. 
Baft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 
Baflre,  s.  passion.  R.  1613 ;  craving, R.  16^7 ; 

madness,  3.  731;  L.  599;  violent  gnef, 

F  836:  violent  rush,  fierce  blast,  A  1985. 
Baflre,  V.  romp,  toy  wantonly,  A  257,  3273, 

3958. 
Bagrerye,  s.  wantonness,  E  1847 ;  passion, 

t>  455. 

Baked,  pp.  raked.  B  3323.  Literally,  the 
sentence  is  —  'Amongst  hot  coals  he 
hath  raked  himself;  the  sense  is,  of 
course. '  he  hath  raked  hot  coals  around 
himself.' 

Bakel,  adj.  rash.  T.  i.  1067 ;  hasty,  T.  iii. 

Bakelnesse.  s.  rashness.  H  283. 

Bake-stele,  s.  handle  of  a  rake,  D  949. 
See  Stele. 

Baket,  s.  the  game  of  rackets,  T.  iv.  46a 

Bakle,  v.  behave  rashly,  T.  iii.  1642. 

Bam,  s.  ram,  L.  1427 ;  (as  prixe  at  a  wrest- 
ling-match), A  548;  Aries,  the  first  sign 
in  the  zodiac.  A  8. 

Bamxnlsh,  adj.  ramlike,  strong-scented, 
G887. 

Bainpeth.  pr,  s.  (lit.  ramps,  romps,  rears, 
but  here)  rages,  acts  with  violence,  B 
3094.  We  should  now  say  —  'She/i/j 
m  my  face.' 

Bancour,  s.  ill-feeling,  ill-win.  malice,  R. 
1261. 

Bansaked,  pt.  s.  ransacked,  came  search- 
ing out,  4.  28. 

Bape,  s.  haste,  8. 7.    Icel.  krap.  \ 

Bape,  V. ;  in  phrase  rape  and  renme,  cor- 
rupted from  an  older  phrase  repen  and  1 
rlnen  (A.  S.  hrepian  and  Arbtam),  i.  e.  I 


handle  and  touch,  clutch  and 

1422. 
Bascallle,  s.  mob,  T.  v.  1853. 
Bated^  pp.  reproved,    scolded,  A  3463. 

Short  for  orated^  variant  of  areUed;  see 

Arette. 
Bathe,  adv.  soon,  HF.  2139 ;  early.  A  3768. 
Bather,  adj.  comp.  former.  T.  iii.  1337. 
Bather,  adv.  sooner,  3.  562;  more  will- 
ingly. A  487 ;  the  r.,  the  sooner,  a.  8s. 
Bauffhte;  seeBeohe. 
Baimson,  s.  ransom,  A  1024. 
Bave,  2/r.  pi.  are  mad,  T.  ii.  116. 
Baven,  s.  the  constellation  Conns.  HF. 

1004. 
Bavlnes,  s.  pi.  rapines,  thefts.  I  793. 
Bavlnour,  s.  plunderer.  B  4.  p  3. 117. 
Bavlaehe,  v.  snatch  away,  B  2.  m  7. 3a; 

j^o  r.,  go  and  ravish.  T.  iv.  530;  pp.  rapt. 

E  1750;   overjoyed.  F  547;  part  pres. 

snatching  away.  B  4.  m  d.  ^ 
BavlflBhIng.  adj.  swift,  violent,  B  i.  m  5. 

4;  enchanting,  5.  198;  destroying.  B  l 

m  5.  60  (Lat.  rapidos). 
Bavyne,  s.  ravening,  greediness.  5.  336; 

ravin,  prey,  5.  323;    Ravines,  tibdis,  1 

793.    O.  F.  ravine,  L.  rap'ma^ 
Bavysedest,  ^p.s.pt.  didst  draw  (down). 

B1659. 
Bayed,  pp.  striped,  3.  ^2. 
B4$al,  ctdj.  royal,  regal,  T.  iii.  1534;  L.  2x4, 

284. 1605. 
B6altee,  s.  royalty,  sovereign  power,  xa 

6a 
Bdauxne,  s.  realm,  kingdom,  L.  2091. 
Bebekke,  s.  old  woman,  dame,  D  157^ 
Bebel.  adj.  rebellious,  A  833, 3046. 
BebelUnff,  x.  rebellion.  A  2459. 
Bebounde,  v.  return.  T.  iv.  1666. 
Bebuked,  >i^.  snubbed,  I  ^44. 
Becche  (i),  v.  reck,  care,  heed.  5.  ^;  is 

nought  to  r.,  no  matter  for.  T.  ii.  ^; 

pr.  s.  recks,  cares.  A  2397 ;  Recche  of  *. 

care  for  it,  pr,  fL  F  7X ;  it  reccke,  pr.  s. 

subj.  may  care  tor  it,  T.  iv.  6«>;  Rogbte. 

pt.  s.  recked,  cared,  regarded.  3.  8>7; 

impers.  he  cared,  L.  605 ;  Roughte.  pL  x. 

recked,  cared,  T.  i.  496. 
Becche  (2),/r. s»  smbj.  interpret, expooad, 

B4086. 
Becohelees,  adj.  careless,  reckleaa.  R. 

340:  regardless,  HF.  668. 
Beochelesneese,  s,  recklessness.  1  ixi, 

61 X. 
Beceit,  s.  receipt,  i.  e.  recipe  for  makiBg 

a  mixture,  G  1353. 
Beohased,  pp.  Mded  back.  3.  379. 
Beche,  v.  reach,  give,  band  over.  3.  74; 
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Raugfote,  ft,  s,  reached,  A  3696 ;  reached 
up  to,  A  3915 ;  reached  (out,  or  forward), 
A  136;  proceeded,  T.  ii.  446;  Reighte, 
//.  s.  reached,  touched,  HF.  1374. 
Beclalming,  s,  enticement,  L.  1371. 
Beclayme,  v.  reclaim  (as  a  hawk  by 

a  lurt* ),  i.  e.  check,  H  72. 
Beoomaunde,  v.  recommend,  T.  ii.  xoTa 
Recomende,  ^er,  to  commit,  G  544. 
Bfecomforte,  ^<r.  to  comfort  again,  J.  ii. 

167s. 
JEKecompensacioun,  s.  recompense,  HF. 

665. 
Reconciled,  pf.  re-consecrated.  I  965. 
Reoonforte,  v,  comfort  again,  A  2853,  B 

2168. 
Record,  i.  report,  D  9049;   testimony, 

3.  934. 
fiecorde,  v.  witness,  bear  in  mind,  A 
1745 ;  remember,  T.  v.  445 ;  (to)  record, 
recording.  5. 609;  Recorde,  1'^.  s,  bring 
(it)  to  your  remembrance,  A  829. 
Beooure,  s.  recourse,  B  26^2 :  resort,  T.  ii. 
1352;  woi  have  my  r.,  will  return,  F  75; 
pi.  orbits,  B  I.  m  2. 14. 
Recovere,  v.  regain,  T.  iv.  406. 
Etecoverer,  s,  recovery,  22.  3.    O.  F.  re- 

c&vrier^  recovtr^r. 
2e<ldour,  s,  violence,  vehemence,  xo.  13. 
iede,  V.  read,  A  709 ;  advise,  counsel,  L. 
2317;  interpret,  3.  279;  Ret,  pr.  s. 
advises,  T.  ii.  413 ;  Redelh,  /r.  s.  advises, 
T.  iv.  573;  Redde,  pt,  s.  read,  D  714, 
731 ;  interpreted,  3.  281 ;  Radde,  //.  s, 
read,  T.  ii.  1085 ;  D  791 ;  advised.  5. 579 ; 
Red,  /^.  read,  3.  224 ;  Rad,  pp,  read,  B 

;e<le,  ilat.  counsel,  T.  iv.  679;  see  Beed. 
e<le,  adj.  red ;  see  Beed. 
e<lo,  aaj,  maide  of  reed;  referring  to 
a  Txiusical  instrument  in  which  the 
sound  was  produced  by  the  vibration  of 
a  reed,  HF.  1321. 

3<le,  s.  red  (i.  e.  gold).  T.  iii.  1384;  the 
blood,  B  356;  red  wine,  C  526,  562. 
>delee8,    adi.    without    counsel;    not 
knowing  which  way  to  turn,  2.  27. 
)doly,   adu.  soon,  HF.  1392;   readily, 
ruly.  HF.  1127. 
xioute,  V.  fear,  B  x.  p  3.  21. 
idOtitinfiTB,  s.  reverence,  A  2050. 
idirosaeth, /r.  J.  amends,  I  X039;  pr.pl. 
v^.  erect  (themselves)  again,  rise  again, 
r.    ii-  969;  Redressed,^/,  s.  reasserted, 
indicated,   F    X436:    Kedresse,  imp.  s. 
ffform,   X.  X29;  Redressed,  pp.  roused. 
I  4^.  P  2.  139.  ^         ^  ^ 

dxEoen,  v.  sum  up,  B  3.  p  8.  ox. 


Redy,  adj.  ready,  A  2X,  352;  dressed,  F 
387 ;  at  hand,  2.  X04. 

Beed,  J.  counsel,  advice,  plan,  A  X2x6, 
3527;  profit,  help,  remedy,  3.  203; 
counsel,  adviser,  A  665;  /  can  no  r., 
I  know  not  what  to  do,  3.  XX87;  withoui 
reed,  helpless,  3.  C87;  to  rede,  for  a 
counsel ;  best  to  rede,  best  for  a  counsel, 
best  to  do,  T.  iv.  679  {not  a  verb). 

Beed,  adj.  red,  A  X53;  (of  the  com- 
plexion), 3.  470;  Rede,  eidj.  def.  red, 
A  957;  inaef.  (rare),  L.  2589;  Rede,//. 
1.89. 

Beed,  s.  redness,  L.  533. 

Beed,  imp,  s.  read,  H344U 

Beedneaee,  s.  redness,  G  X097. 

Bees,  s.  great  haste,  T.  iv.  350. 

Befect,  pp.  restored,  B  4.  p  6.  4x4. 

Befere,  v.  return,  T.  i.  266;  Referred.  >^. 
brought  back,  B  3.  p  xo.  180. 

BeflgruiiDfire,  pres.  pt.  reproducing,  T.  v. 

473- 
BefrelninflTOi  s.  refrain,  burden,  R.  749. 
Befreyden,  v.  grow   cold,   T.  v.  507; 

Refreyd,  cooled  down,  X2.  2X. 


Befreyn,  s.  refrain,  T.  ii.  X57X. 
Befreyne,  v.  bridle, 
BefteBShinere,  s.  rei 
Beft,  -e ;  see  Beve. 


BetUB.pp.  as  adj.  refused,  rejected,  T.  i.570. 
Befut,  s.  place  of  refuge,  refuge,  x.  X4; 

safety,  x.  33. 
Regrals,  pi.  royal  attributes,  L.  2x28. 
Begralye,  s.  rule,  authority.  2.  65. 
Begraxxl;   to   the   r.  of^  in    comparison 

with,  B  2.  p  7.  X26 ;  eUr.o/,$.  58. 
Beeristre,  s.  narrative,  A  2812. 
Be^ne,  s.  kingdom,  dominion,  realm,  A 

866 ;  dominion,  rule,  A  1624. 
Beernen,  pr.  pi.  reign.  4. 50. 
Beheroe,  v.  rehearse,  repeat  with  exacti- 
tude. A  732;  ^er,  to  enumerate,  I  239; 

recount,  B  89. 
Behex*8aille,  s.  enumeration,  G  852. 
Rehersixifir,  s.  rehearsal,  A  X650;  recital, 

L.  1 185. 
Beifirhte,  //.  s.  reached,   touched,   HF. 

1374.    Pt.  t.  of  rec/ie, 
Belxxes,  s.  pi.  rain-storms,  HF.  967. 
Beloye,  v.  rejoice,  T.  v.  395. 
Bejoyse,  ger.  to  make  rejoice,  x.  xox ;  feel 

glad,  T.  V.  X165. 
Bekene,  ger.  to  reckon.  A  40X. 
Bekeolngr,  J.  reckoning,  account,  3.  699; 

A  600. 
Beketh,  pr.  s.  reeks,  smokes.  L.  26x2. 
Bekever,  1  pr.  s.  (for  future),  (I)  shall 

retrieve,  do  away,  HF.  354. 
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Bekke,  i  pr.  s.  care,  C  ^5,  E  X090 ;  pr,  s, 
impers,  (it)  recks  (him),  he  cares,  L. 
365 ;  yew  r.,  you  reck,  7.  303 ;  u^o/  r. 
me,  what  do  I  care,  D  53. 

Bekne,  v,  reckon  (a/so  i/r.  s.),  A  1933. 

Belayes,  j.  //.  fresh  sets  of  hounds,  re- 
serve packs,  3.  362. 

Relees,  s.  release,  i.  3;  ceasing;  otU  of 
reltes,  without  ceasing,  G  46. 

Belacite,  V,  melt,  G  1278. 

Belesedest,  2  ft,  s,  forgavest,  I  309; 
Relessed,//.  s.  tor^ve,  B  3367. 

BelesiniTy  s.  remission,  I  1026. 

Releve,  ^er,  to  raise  up,  relieve,  T.  v, 
1042:  pp.  restored,  I  945;  Releved,  pp, 
revivea.  L.  128;  recompensed,  A  4x8a; 
made  rich  again.  G  872. 

Belevinfire,  s,  remedy,  I  804. 

RellflTloxin.  s.  religion,  A  477;  state  of 
religion,  life  of  a  nun.  R.  429;  a  re- 
ligious order,  B  3134;  the  religious 
orders,  B  3144* 

Bell^ouB,  iuij.  belonging  to  a  religious 
order,  B  3150;  devoted  to  a  religious 
order,  T.  u.  759 ;  as  j.,  a  monk  or  nun, 
I  891. 

Belik,  s.  relic,  L.  321. 

Reme,  x.  realm,  B  1306. 

Bemede,  s.  remedy,  T.  i.  661. 

Bemediea,  p/,  (Ovid's)  Remedia  Amoris, 
3.56C. 

Bemembre,  v,  remember,  I  135 ;  /r.  fi, 
remind,  F  1243;  p^-  <r*  recurs  to  tne 
mind,  4.  150;  Remembringe  him,  call- 
ing to  remembrance,  T.  ii.  72. 

Rexnenant,  s.  remainder,  rest.  A  888. 

Bemeve,  v.  remove,  T.  i.  601. 

Bexnorde./r.j.M^A^^use  (you)  remorse, 
T.    iv.    1491;    pr.   s.    vexes,    plagues, 
ibles,  B  4.  p  6.  2 

Bemors,  s.  remorse,  T.  i.  554. 
ed,  I 


troubles,  B  4.  p  6.  293. 
T.  i. 
,  .  ted,  B  3.  p  I.  p. 

Bemuable  (i),  adj.  changeable,  variable. 


Bexnounted,  pp.  comforted,  B  3.  p  i. 


T.  iv.  1682. 
Bexnuable  (2),  adj.  capable  of  motkxi 

(Lat.  moHliius),  B  5.  p  5.  37. 
Bexnuexi,  v.  remove,  B  2.  p  6.  55.    (Lat 

aiHouebis,) 
Ben,  s.  run,  A  4079. 


Bexiably,  adv.  reasonably,  D  1509. 

■^  1493;  Rent,  pr.  s. 
rends,  tears,  L.  646  a;  Rente,//,  s,  tore. 


Bende,  v.  rend,  T.  iv.  1493 ; 


BenSniT,  s.  tearing.  A  2834. 
Benegrat,  s.  renegade,  apostate,  B  932. 
Beneye,  v.  deny,    renounce,   abjure,  B 

^376.3751.        ■         ,       , 
Beneylnfire,  s.  denying,  I  793. 


Beofired,  pp.  ranged,  placed  in  rows,  R. 
1380. 

Benares,  pi.  ranks,  A  2594. 

Bexme  (i),  v.  run,  I  721;  ^er.  A  3890: 
pr.  s,  runs,  D  76;  is  current,  E  1966-. 
approaches  quickly,  T.  ii.  1754:  goes 
easily,  A.  L  2.  i ;  arises,  L.  593 ;  spmds. 
L.  1423 ;  renneth  far^  runs  in  fiavoor  of. 
B  125;  Ronnen.  //.  //.  ran.  A  2995. 
3827;  Ronnen,  pp.  advanced,  lit  nn. 
R.  320;  is  r.,  has  run,  has  found  its 
way  (into),  HF.  1644. 

Bexme  (2),  v.;  only  in  the  phrase^  rqie 
and  renne,  G  1422.    See  Bape. 

Benoxned,  pp,  renowned,  B  3.  p  2.  ia|. 

Benoxnee,  /.  renown.  L.  1513. 

Benoun,  s.  renown,  fame,  2.  88. 

Benovelanoes,  s.  pi.  renewals.  HF.  693. 

Benovelle,  v.  renew.  B  3035;  are  re- 
newed, I  1027. 

Bente,  s,  revenue,  income,  A  256;  pay- 
ment, tribute,  3.  765 ;  /»  r.,  as  a  tribute. 
T.  ii.  830. 

Bepalr,  s,  resort,  repairing.  B  xaii.  D 
1224. 

Bepaire,  gtr,  to  go  home.  B  1516;  to 
repair,  find  a  home,  T.  iii.  5:  to  go 
back  (to),  HF.  755 ;  v,  return,  F  589^ 

Beparaciouns, //.  reparations,  makiMs 
up,  HF.  688. 

Bepentaunoe,  s.  penitence.  A  1776. 

Bepentaunt,  adj,  penitent,  A  228. 

B6pentinsr,  s,  repentance,  U  147. 

Bepeyre,  v,  repair,  return,  T.  v.  1571. 

Bepleooioun,  s.  repletion.  B  4027. 

Bepleet,  adj.  replete,  full.  B  4147. 

Bepleniased,  /^.  filled.  I  1079. 

Beplicacioun.  x.  reply,  A  1846;  iavc^ 
tion,  B  3.  p  12. 170. 

Beplye,  v.  object,  E  1609^ 

Beporte,  v.  relate,  tell,  C  438. 

Beportour,  x.  reporter,  A  814.  (Tbe  bost 
is  so  called  because  he  recaves  and 
remembers  the  tales;  they  were  aA 
addressed  to  him  in  particular.  Thus 
'  reporter '  has  here  almost  the  sense  of 
•  umpire.') 

Beprehencioun,  x.  reproof,  T.  u  684. 

Beprehende,  v.  reproach,  T.  i  510 ;  /r./2. 
blame,  criticise.  B  3.  p  12.  x^4. 

Bepressed,/^.  kept  under.  X«.  9591. 

B6prev&ble,  a<i^.  reprehensible,  C  632; 
r.  io^  likely  to  cast  a  slur  on.  15.  34. 

Bepireve,  x.  reproof;  B  2413 ;  •  shame,  C 
595 :  reproach.  E  2206. 

Bepreve,  V.  reproach,  F  X537 ;  reprove,  H 
70. 

Bepxx>ved,  pp.  as  adj.  blamed,  accused. 
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R.  1 135;  Reproeved,  /^.  staltified,  B  a. 

p6.  137. 
BflpUirnAn,  /v^.  to  be  rqmgnant  (to).  B 

S.P3.6. 
BequeraUle,  at^.  desirmble.  B  a.  p  6.  32. 
Bequeren,  v.  entreat,  seek.  B  9937 :  ask. 

D  2053 ;  p^.  necessitated.  T.  iii.  40^. 
"  *  *  Realgar,  9. 


;  i.  realgar.  G  814. 
combination  of  sulphur  and  arsenic,  of 
a  brilliant   red   colour  as   existing   in 
nature;  red  orpiment ; '  Webster. 

B— oaAv#d,  «^.  received ;  wel  resceived. 
isvourably  situated  with  respect  to  other 
planets.  Ac ;  A.  ii.  4.  51. 

Peaooni,  s.  a  rescue,  help,  T.  iii.  1242 ;  A 
s643« 

Baeoow,  v.  (to)  rescue,  save.  T.  iii.  857 ; 
rescue.  T.  v.  231. 

Baeoowlnge.  /.  rescuing.  I  805. 

Baae,  ger,  to  shake,  A  x^. 

B«0emblAble,  adj.  aUke.  R.  985. 

B— olven,  pr,  (I.  flow  out,  B  5.  m  x.  x ; 
Resolved,  /^.  dissolved,  melted,  B  2.  p  7. 
164. 

Ude,  adj\  talkative,  3.  534. 
;,  i.  resource,  T.  iii.  134. 
B,   s,  reason,   right,  A   37.  847; 
amment,  speech,  sentence,  T.  t.  796. 

Bssonnethy/r.  i.  resounds,  A  1278. 

Besport,  s.  regard,  T.  iv.  86,  850. 

Bttspyt,  s.  delay,  B  948;  respite,  delay, 
reprieve,  G  543;  wUAoute  more  resfyf, 
without  delay,  forthwith,  R.  1488;  out 
ef  tm^rg  respyt,  vrithout  any  delay,  with- 
out any  hesitatkm,  T.  v.  137. 

Ba^pyta,  gw.  to  hesitate,  7.  359. 

Baste,  s.  rest,  repose,  F  355 ;  at  reste,  at 
rest,  fixed.  T.  ii.  760;  at  his  rest€,  as  in 
itt  home.  5.  376;  to  reste,  (^nc)  to  rest. 
A  30;  Restes,  pL  times  of  repose,  T.  ii. 
1722. 

Basta,  V.  remain  (with) ,  T.  iii.  1435 ;  rest, 
repose,  T.  it  1326. 

Bastalees,  adv.  restlesslv.  R.  37a 

Baaorraeolouii,  1.  resurrection,  i.  e.  re- 
opening (of  the  daisy),  L.  xxa 

Bai,  for  Redeth,  /r.  s.   advises,  T.  ii. 

4x3- 
Bcraanua,  s.  retinue,  troop  of  retainers, 

suite,  A  2502;  E  270;  at  kis  r.,  among 

those  retained  by  him,  D  X355. 
Batlior,  s.  orator,  B  4397,  FjS. 
Bathorien,  adj.  rhetorical,  B  2.  p  i.  46. 
Batborton  (writtem  Retorien),  /.  orator, 

B  2.  p  5.  6x. 
Batomath,  pr.  s,  brings  back,  B  5.  p  6. 

301 ;  pres.pt.  revolring,  T.  v.  X023. 
Batourninira.  s.  return,  A  2095. 


Batracclouns,  s.  pi.  retractions,  things 

which  I  withdraw,  I  108^. 
Batretetb,  pr.  s.  reconsiders,  B  5.  m  3. 

57. 
Betrogrrad,  adj.  moving  in  a  direction 

contrary  to  that  of  the  sun's  motion  in 

the  ecliptic,  A.  ii.  4.  53. 
Beule,  s.  rule,  A  173. 
Beulen,  v.  rule,  B  4234 ;  Reule  hir,  guide 

her  conduct.  E  327. 
Beutha.  s.  ruth,  1. 127. 
Beve.  s.  reeve,  steward,  bailiff*,  A  542, 

3860. 
Beve,  gtr,  to  rob  (from),  T.  iv.  285;  to 

take  away,  G  376;  to  r.  no  man  fro  his 

fyf,  to  take  away  no  man's  life,  L.  2693 ; 

Reven,  ger.  to  reave,  plunder,  I  758 ;  to 

bereave.  T.  i.  188;  Reveth, /r.  j.  forces 

away,  5.  86;  Rahe,  //.  s.  bereft,  D  888; 

reft,  B  3288:    Refte,  //.  s.  bereft,  HF. 

457;    Rait,  fp.  torn,  reft,  T.  v.   1258; 

taken  ftrom,  11  3590;  bereaved.  F  X017. 
Bevel,  s,  revelry,  spori.  A  2717;   min- 

strelsv,  A  4402. 
Bevelour,  s.  (the)  Reveller,  A  4371;  a 


revejler,  A  4391. 

I,  adj.  fond  0 
Beverberaolouxi,  /.vibration,  D  2234. 


Bevelous,  adj.  fond  of  revelry,  B  1194. 


Beverdye,  s.  rejoicing,  R.  72a    O.  F. 

r ever  die,  '  feuill6e,  verdure;    joie,  all6- 

gresse ; '  Godeft-oy. 
Reverence,  s.  respect,  A  X4X ;  respectfti) 

manner,  A  305 ;  fear,  I  291 ;  ttiy  r.,  the 

respect  shewn  to  thee,  B  1x6. 
Revere,  s.  reverse,  contrary,  18.  32. 
Bevesten,  pr.  pi.  clothe  again,  T.  iii. 

353. 
Bevoken.  ger.  to  recall,  T.  iii.  xii8. 
Revolucioun,  j. revolving  course  (orbit). 

Beward,  s.  regard,  attention,  T.  ii.  1133, 

V.  1736 ;  having  r.  to,  considering,  5.  426 ; 

take  r.  of,  have  regard,  I  151. 
Bewde,  adj.  plain,  unadorned,  A.  pr.  49. 
Bewe,  s.  row,  line,  A  2866  ^  by  retoe,  in 

order,  D  506. 
Bewe,  ger.  to  have  pity.  A  2382 :  be  sorry, 

1*'  "•  455:   <^o  penance  for,  G  447;  pr. 

s.  impers.  makes  (me)  sorry,  I  am  sorrv, 

A  3462.  B  4287. 
Bewel-boon,  /.  (probably)  ivory  made 

from  the  teeth  of  whales,  B  ao68. 
Bewfiil.  adj.  lamentable,  sad.  L.  1838; 

sad  (one),  B  854. 
Bevrfalleete,  adj.  smp.  most  sorrowful,  A 

2886. 
Bewfully,  adv.  sadlv,  T.  iii.  65. 
Bewle,  s.  the  revolving  long  and  narrow 
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plate  or  rod  used  for  measuring  and 
taking  altitudes,  A.  i.  x.  6;  it  revolves  at 
the  back  of  the  Astrolabe;  //.  rules.  A. 
pr.  44. 
Bewledast,  9  /r.  s,  didst  control,  B  x.  p 

Bewuohe,  adj.  pitiable,  B  2.  p  2. 67. 

Rewrne,  s,  realm.  R.  495. 

Bewthe,  /.  ruth,  pity,  C  579:  a  pitiful 

sight,  E  56a. 
Bewtheleee,  adj,  ruthless,  unpitying.5. 

613;  6.31. 
Beye,  s,  rye,  D  17^ 
.  Beyes,  pL  round  dances,  HF.  xa36.   Mid. 

Du.  rij^e^  *  a  round  daunce ' :  Hexham. 
Beyn,  j.  rain,  A  49a;  storm  of  rain,  A 

3517- 
Beyne,  /.  rein,  A  4083. 
Beyxie,  v.  rain  down,  T.  v.  X336;  rain,  4. 

287.    See  Bon. 
Beynes,  j.//.  loins,  I  863. 
Beyse,  /yr.  to  build  up,  u  axoa ;  r.  1^,  to 

exact, '  realise,'  D  X39a 
Beysed,  /^.  gone  on  a  military  expedi- 
tion, A  54.     O.  F.  reise,  'exp6aition 

militaire,  mcursion  sur  une  terre  enne- 

mie;'  Godefroy. 
Bhetorioe,  Rhetoric,  B  a.  p  x.  48. 
BIbcui.  s,  as  pi.  ribbons,  HF.  1318. 
Blbanlxiiro*,  pL  silk  trimmings,  borders, 

R.  1077. 
Bibaud^e,  s,  ribaldry,  ribald  jesting,  A 

3866.  C  324. 
Ribible,  s.  rebeck,  lute  with  two  strings, 

A  4396. 
Bibybe,  s,  term  of  reproach  ior  an  old 

woman.  D  1377. 
Bicbe,  adj.  (l.  nch  people,  A  246. 
Bicheiy,  adv,  richly,  F  9a 
Bichesse,  s.  riches,  wealth.  D  iiio,  11x8 ; 

Richesses.//.  wealth,  riches,  B  2561X 
Bideled,  pp,  plaited,  gathered  in  fat  the 

neck,  or  waist),  R.  1235, 1243.    '  R^dtU, 

plisse;*  Godefroy. 
"BiA^Ji,  pt,  pi.  and  pp.  rode,  ridden. 
Blet,  *rcte.'  A.  i.  3.  5.    The  'rete*  or 

'net'  is  the  circular  plate  with  many 

oi>enings    which    revolves    within    the 

•  mother.' 


Blgrbt,    ad;,  straight,   upright,  R.   1701; 

riffht,  1. 7c ;  voc.  own,  F  131 1. 
BUrnt,    a^.  just,  exactly.  A  2^7,  535; 


wholly,  C  58 ;  even,  B  2173 ;  Right  that, 

that  very  thing,  3.  1307. 
Bigrbt,  s.  X.  21 ;  by  rights  justly,  B  44 ;  ib' 

alU  r..  in  all  justice,  T.  iL  763 ;  at  aUe 

riphtes,  in  all  respects,  fiilly,  A  iioo. 
Bli^tful,  adj.  perfect;  rightful  ag€^  (in) 


her  prime.  R.  405 ;  just,  i.  31 ;  righteoos, 

5.55;  lawful.  I  744. 
BliirbtwlB,  adj.  righteous,  just,  L.  9^ 
Blffhtwisnesse,  /.  righteousness,  C  637. 

D  1909 ;  justice,  14.  8. 
Blkne,  imp.  s,  reckon,  compute,  A.  iL  97. 

la    See  Bekene. 
Binde,  s,  rind,  bark,  T.  iv.  1x99;  haid 

skin,  T.  ii  642. 
Bl&ff,  /.  ring,  F  83;  concourse,  L.  1887; 

fyJk  r.,  i.  e.  In  ringlets.  A  2i6<. 
Biiiire«  V.  make  to  resound,  A  2431 ;  ria^ 

resound,  T.  ii.  933 ;  Rong,  pt.  4.  rang,  5. 

492;  Ronge,//.  T.  ii.  805. 
Btot,  J.  riotous  conduct,  gaming,  A  439s 

4393- 
Blote,  V,  riot,  gamble,  A  44x4. 
Bl8en,>t^.</Ryse. 
Blashe,  s,  rush,  T.  iii.  xx6x. 
Bi8t,/r.  j.4/Ryse. 
Bit,/r.  J.  0/Rvde. 
Blveer,  s.  river,  B  X997. 
Bobbour,  /.  robber.  B  38x8. 
Bocbe,  J.  rock,  F  500;  pi.  HF.  xo3S> 
Bode,  s.  complexion,  A  33x7.  B  X917. 
Bode,  s.  Mom.  rood,  cross,  HF.  S7* 
Bode-beem,  s.  rood-beam,  D  496.    (A 

beam  across  the  entrance  to  the  choir  of 

a  church,  supporting  a  rood  or  cross.) 
Body,  adj.  ruddy,  F  385. 394. 
Boea,  pi.  of  Roo. 
Bofffireth  (Ruggeth),  pr,  s.  shakes.  L 

27o8.    led.  ntfjfa. 
Boket,  s.  rochet,  tunic,  R.  1240.  xa^i. 

1243.     An   outer  garment,   usually  of 

fine  white  linen. 
Bokke,  J.  rock.  L.  2x95. 
Bokken,  ger.  to  rock,  A  4x57. 
BoUe,  s,  roll,  C  91X. 
Bollen,  g»r.  to  roll,  revohre.  T.  iL  659; 

//.  s.  revolved,  D  22x7 ;  pp.  much  tafted 

of,  T.  V.  io6x. 
BoxnauBce,  /.  romance,  T.  iiL  980. 
Boxnbled,  pi,  s.  fumbled,  moved  abovt 

with  his  hands,  groped  about.  G  tyti. 
Boixibled,  pt.  s.   bussed,  muttered,  B 

3725. 
Boxnen.  v.  roam,  wander,  A  X090 ;  Roaed. 

pt.  s.  A  X065,  X069;  A^.  gone,  L.  1589. 
Boix,  pt.  s.  rained,  T.  iiL  640, 677.    A.  S. 

ran,  pt  s.  rained. 
Bond,  adj'.  round,  circular,  A.  iL  3ft.  x. 
Bonff ,  -e ;  see  Eixiffe. 
Bonffea,  //.  rungs,  rounds  of  a  ladder,  A 

3625.    A.S.krutig. 
Bonne, -n;  seeBexine. 
Boo,  s.  roe.  5. 195 ;  Roes,  pi.  roes.  R.  140L 
Bood,  pt.  s.  of  Rydc. 
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Boof ,  pt.  s.  of  Ryvc. 

Boon,  s,  rose-bush,  R.   1674.    Halliwell 

S'ves  rMUK.  a  dump  of  whins,  as  a 
orthumberland  word;  and  we  find 
the  spelling  rants  in  the  allit  Morte 
Anbure,9a3. 

Boos,  pi,  s.  of  Ryse. 

BocMt,  1.  roast  meat.  A  ao6. 

Bopen.M  reaped.  L.  74. 

Bore,  i.  uproar.  T.  v.  45. 

Bore,  gtr,  to  roar.  T.  iv.  373 ;  pr,  s,  re- 
sounds. A  a88i. 

Boiiiiir>  *'  loud  lament.  E  2364. 

B(Me,  s.  rose,  R.  1700;  ^er,  of  the  rose.  A 
1038. 

Boeeleaf,  s.  rose-leaf.  R.  905. 

Boae-cariond,  s.  garland  of  roses.  HF. 

135- 

Boeen,  o^'.  made  of  roses.  R.  845;  Ro- 
sene.  a4f.  def  rosy.  B  a.  m  8.  6. 

Boeer.  /.  rose-bush,  R.  1651. 1659;  I  858. 

Bocg  reod.  o^.  red  as  a  rose.  G  254. 

Boete,  V.  roast.  A  383 ;  pp,  A  147. 

Bosy  hewed,  of  rosy  hue.  T.  11. 1198. 

Bote,  J.  (x)  root.  A  2. 42^ ;  the  radix,  fim- 
damenUU  principle,  G  X461;  source. 
B  358;  i.  e.  foot.  E  58;  (7/r  rote,  firmly 
rooted.  T.  ii.  1378;  herte  rote,  bottom 
of  the  heart.  D  471 ;  (2)  root,  the  tabu- 
lated number  wntten  opposite  a  given 
fixed  date.  A.  ii.  44.  2 ;  the  '  epoch '  of 
a  nativity.  B  314. 

Bote,  /.  rote;  iy  rote,  by  rote,  by  heart. 
A  327,  B  17x2. 

Bote,  s.  a  musical  stringed  instrument, 
a  kind  of  fiddle,  of  Celtic  origin ;  said 
to  be  a  fiddle  with  three  strings,  A  236. 
O.  F.  rote,  from  O.  H.  G.  krotta,  rotta. 
Low  Lat  ckrotta ;  of  Celtic  origin,  from 
O.  Irish  crot  (Gael,  cruit,  W.  crwtk) ; 
whence  also  E.  crowd, 

Botelees,  adj,  rootless.  T.  iv.  770. 

Boten,  adj,  rotten,  A  3873 ;  corrupt,  filthy, 
I  139. 

Boten-herted,  at^,  rotten-hearted.  I 
689. 

Botie.  pr.  s.  subj,  render  rotten,  A  4407. 

BoQcrhte;  seeBeoohe. 

Bouketli,  fr,  s.  cowers,  crouches,  is  hud- 
died  up,  A  1308. 

Boule,  V,  gad  (lit  roll),  D  653. 

Roam,  adj,  roomy,  spacious,  A  4126. 

Bourn,  i.  room,  spare.  L.  1999. 

Boumer,  adj.  larger.  A  4145. 

Bouncy,  s.  a  hacknev,  nag,  A  390. 

Bounde,  adv.  roundiv,  i.  e.  easily,  with 
an  easy  (not  jerky}  motion,  B  9076; 
melodiously.  C  331. 


Rounded,//,  s.  stood  out  in  a  roiiiulfd 

form.  A  263. 
Boundel,  s.  roundel,  roundelay,  a  kind 

of  poem,  A  1599;  a  small  circle.  \\Y. 

791.  798. 
Boundneases,  pi.  orbs,  orbits.  B  4.  m 

6.5a. 
Boune,  v.  whisper.  B  9025 ;  ger.  D  1572 ; 

//.  s.  HF.  2044.    A.  S.  runian. 
Boute,  s.  company,  rout,  troop.    Imnd. 

train,  A  622. 889. 2153 ;  numl>er,  R.  i«>7 ; 

flock.  R.  909 ;  //.  '1 .  ii.  6ao. 
Boute  (i),v.  roar,  'I',  iii.  743;  murmur. 

HF.  1038;  ger.  to  snore,  3.  17a;  pr,  s. 

snort*s,  A  3^7.    A.  S.  Arutatt. 
Boute  (a),  v.  assemble  in  a  comp;iny.  H 

540* 
Bouthe.  s.  pity,  ruth,  compassion,  mercy. 

F  X261,  1349;    lamentation,  L.  669:   u 


pity,  a  sad  thing,  A  9x4. 
'      "■    ■  uthl< 

863. 


Bouthelees,    adj.    ruthless,   pitile.«is.    U 


Boutingr.  s.  snoring,  A  4166,  42x4 ;  whiz- 

ling  noise,  HF.  1933. 
Bowe,  s.  row, 3.  ^5 ;  line,  HF.  448 ;  fy  »., 

in  a  row,  T.  u.  970;   Rowes,  //.  rays, 

beams  (of  light) ,  4.  2. 
Bowe,  adv.  roughly,  angrily,  G  861. 
Bowed,  pp.  rowed,  T.  i.  969. 
Rowin,  adj,    roomy,    large,   wide,  A.  i. 

2.3. 
Rowne,  ger.  to  whisper,  T.  iii.  568. 
Rowthe,  /.  ruth,  pity.  3.  465;   sorrow, 

3-97. 
Boyaltee,  s.  royalty,  E  928. 
Royleth.  pr.  s.  meanders,  wanders,  B  i. 

m  7.  la 
Boyne,  s.  roughness,  R.  553. 
Rosmoue,  adi.  rough.  R.  988. 
Rubbe,  V.  rub  out.  8.  6. 
Bubee,  /.  ruby.  HF.  1362. 
Rublble,  s.  ribibe,  rebeck,  A  3^1. 
Bubifyixxfir.  s.  rube&ction,  reddening.  G 


RuDriche.  s,  rubric,  D  y±i 

Ruby.  s.  ruby,  12.  4.    Rubies.//.  4.  246. 


Buddok,  s.  redbreast,  robin,  5.  349. 
Bude,  adj.  harsh,  R.  752:  poor,  E  916; 

inhospitable,  H  170;   of  humble  birth, 

D  1172. 


Rudeliche,  adv.  rudely.  A  734. 
~     "  a.  T. 

rusticity,  E  397. 


Rudenesse,  s.  boorishness.  T.  iv.  1677 : 


RufiTffy*  adj.  rough,  A  2883. 

Rule.  imp.  pi.  regulate,  order,  I  592 ;  //. 

as  adj.  well-mannered.  L.  X63. 
Rum,  ram,    i*uf;   nonsense   words,  to 

imitate  alliteration.  I  43. 
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Buxnbel,  j.  rumbling  noise,  A  1979; 
rumour,  E  997. 

Bumbleth, /r.  J.  moves  to  and  fro  with 
an  indistinct  murmuring  noise,  HF. 
1036. 

Bumblingre,  s,  noise,  D  31^ 

Bused, //.  J.  roused  herselCnished  away, 
3.381. 

Ruashinff ,  prts,  /A  rushing.  A  2641. 

Buate,  ^tr.  to  rust,  A  50a ;  /r.  #.  smfy', 
rust.  A  500. 

Busty,  adj.  rusty,  A  618 ;  besmirched  as 
with  rust,  R.  IC9. 

Byal,  a4/.  royal,  i.  144;  Rial,  a.  59. 

Byde,  V.  ride,  A  27,  94,  102;  ride  at 
anchor,  L.  968;  Ryden.^^.  (vntA  out), 
to  go  on  expeditions,  A  45 ;  Ryde,  ^gr. 
{wUh  out),  to  ride  abroad  to  inspect,  B 
1255;  fsee  Outrydere);  Rydestow, 
widest  thou,  D  1386;  Rit,  pr.  s,  rides, 
A  974;  R66d,//.  s.  rode,  A  169;  Riden, 
I//.//,  (we)  rode.  A  825;  //.//.  C  968; 
Rlden,/^.  ndden,  B  1990. 

BydingTi  s,  jousting,  or  riding  in  proces- 
sion, A  4377. 

Bym,  s,  rime  (usually  misspelt  rhyme), 
B  21 15,  2118;  Ryme,  da/,  HF.  633:  a 
tale  in  verse,  B  1899;  verse,  D  1137; 
//.  B  96.    A.  S.  rim. 

Byrne,  v.  describe  in  verse,  put  into  rime 
{or  rhyme),  A  1459,  B  2122. 

Bymeyed,^.  rimed,  or  rhymed,  F711; 
see  above. 

Bymingr,  s.  riming,  or  rhyming,  verse- 
making,  B  2iao;  the  art  of  riming,  B 
48. 

Byot,  s.  riotous  living,  C  465. 

Byotour,  s.  roysterer,  C  6ci 

Bys,  s.  spray,  branch,  twig.  R.  1015;  A 
3324.    A.  S.  Arts. 

Ry8®»  <f^.  to  rise.  A  3a ;  to  get  up,  F  375 ; 
Rist,/r.  s.  rises.  A  3688, 4193 :  arises,  T. 
i.  944:  Rdds,  I//,  s.  rose,  2.  27;  ^.  j.  A 
823;  Risen. /^.  A  1065;  Riseth,  » >y^. /A 
I  161. 

Birve,  ^er,  to  pierce,  T.  v.  1560;  v.  thrust, 
L.  1793;  pierce,  C  8a8;  tear,  E  1236; 
Rd6t,  //.  s.  rove,  rived,  pierced,  L.  661, 
1351.    Icel.  ri^. 


Sable,  s.  sable,  black,  4.  284. 
Saohels,  s.pi.  bags.  B  i.  p  3.  83. 
Saorement,  s.  the  eucharist.  I  582. 
Saciifye,  v.  do  sacrifice,  L.  1348. 
Baorifyse,  s.  sacrifice,  L.  1310. 
Sacrilesre,  s.  I  801 ;  sorcery,  B  i.  p  4. 
283. 


Sad,  adj.  stable,  firm,  I  199,  310;  staid, 
A  3985;  sober.  E  220,  237;  fixed,  cos- 
stant,  unmoved,  settled,  E  693,  754; 
sad,  R.  2ix;  devoted.  93.  9;  trusty, 
H  27c:  serious,  grave,  3.  928;  calm. 
settled.  G  397;  staid,  ll  2581.  1876; 
earnest.  Hb.  2089;  Sadde,  p/,  grave, 
E  1002:  steady,  3.  860;  discreet.  B  13s; 
sure,  H  258. 

Sadel,  s.  saddle.  L.  2x99. 

Sadel-bowe.  s.  saddle-bow,  A  9691. 

Sadly,  adv.  firmlv,  A  2602;  discreetly.  B 
2266;  steadfastly,  I  224;  carefully.  D 
2264:  firmly,  tightly,  £  xioo;  unsiiBt- 
ingiy.  B  743. 

Sadnesse,  s.  soberness,  staidness,  E  1592; 
patience.  E  452. 

Saffro2i  with,  ^tr.  to  tinge  with  saftoo. 
to  colour,  C  34^. 

Saffroun,  s. ;  hke  saffron  «  of  a  bright 
yellowish  colour.  B  1990. 

Sak.i.sack,R.457 ;  Sakkes.^/. bags, L.  2x28. 

Sakked,  pp.  put  in  a  sack,  A  4070. 

Sal,  pr.  s.  shall  (Northern),  A  4043. 

Sal  ann02iiak,  s.  sal  ammoniac.  G  79I, 
824.  Lat.  sal  armtmtacum,  Arroeniaa 
salt  So/  ammoniac^  chloride  of  am- 
monium. The  word  armomiac  certaiahr 
answers  to  the  Lat  ArmemUtanm  in  the 
old  treatises.  Yet  the  right  spelling  is 
amnumiac. 

Sal  peter,  s.  saltpetre.  G  808.  Lat  sal 
petr<B,  rock-salt;  nitrate  of  potassa;  — 
called  also  nitre. 

Sal  preparat,  i.  prepared  salt  G  820. 

Sal  tartre,  5.  salt  of  tartar.  G  32a  *  SaU 
of  tartar,  carbonate  of  potash;  .  .  . 
first  prepared  from  cream  of  tartar:' 
Webster. 

Salowe.  adj.  sallow,  R.  3SS-  (But  read 
/alowe^ 

Salte,  adj.  d«f.  salt,  L.  246a. 

Salewe,  v.  salute,  I  407;  /r.  /.  B  1*84 ; 
Salewed,/^^.  F  232a 

Saluixiff,  J.  salutation,  A  2649. 

Saluwe,^^.  to  salute,  T.  iii  2785 ;  Sahied, 
2  //.  5.  L.  325. 

Salvaoioun,  5.  salvation,  4.  223 ;  security. 
B2362. 

Salve,  J.  salve,  cure,  T.  iv.  944;  pi.  heal- 
ing remedies.  A  2722. 

Salwes,//.  willow-twigs,  osien.  D  655. 

Samlt,  /.  samite,  a  rich  and  glossy  silk 
material,  T.  i.  209;  robe  made  of  samise, 
R.  836.  873. 

Sanff.  s.  song  (Northern),  A  4270. 

San^win,  s.  stuff  of  a  blood-red  cokMir. 
A  439. 
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I,  ad/,  very  ruddy,  A  3168 ;  blood- 
red,  A  333. 
Sana.  pn^.  without.  B  501. 
Saphires,  s.  pL  sapphires.  B  3658. 
Sapience,  wisdom.  B  2x84 :  P^-  l^inds  of 

iiirelligence,  G  338. 
Sartre,  s.  serge.  A  2568. 
Sarpulers.  /.  pL  sacks  made  of  coarse 

canvas,  B  i.  p  3.  82.    Cf.  F.  serptUUre. 
Sarslneaahe,  adj,  Saracenic,  R.  1188. 

If  sarsinesshe  can  be  taken  as  a  sb.,  it 

uiay  refer  to  sarsnet. 
Sat ;  //.  s.  of  Sitte. 
Satin,  s,  satin,  3.  253. 
Satiaraccioun,  s,  penance,  I  87;  resti- 
tution, I  X08. 
Sauf,  adj,  safe,  safely  kept,  G  950;   in 

safety.  4.  197. 
Sauf,  prep,  save,  except,  A  2180. 
Saufly,  adv.  safely,  with  safety,  B  2373, 
^4398. 

Sauffh,  pt.  s.  of  See. 
Saule,  /.  soul  (Northern),  A  4187. 
Sauna,  prep,  without ;  sauns  faille,  with- 
out fcul,  certainly,  HF.  188,  429.     See 

Sana. 
Sauter.  s.  psalter,  R.  431. 
Sautrye,  j.  psaltery,  a  kind  of  harp,  A 

a^.  3213.  3305.  H  268. 
Savacioon,  /.  salvation,  T.  ii.  381,  563; 

withomte  any  savacioun,  without  saving 

any.  HF.  ao8. 
Save,  s.  sage  (the  plant),  A  2713. 
Save,  prep,  and  conj.  save,  except,  A  683 ; 

Save  your  grace,  by  your  leave,  B  2260. 
Saven,  ger,  to  save,  keep,  i.  117;  pr.  s. 

subj.  may  (He)  save.  A  3108 ;  pp.  kept 

inviolate,  F  531. 
Save-ffarde,  s.  safe-conduct,  T.  iv.  139. 
Saveour,  s.  saviour,  19.  16. 
Saveren,  pr.pl,  mind,  care  for,  I  820. 
Savinflre.  prep,  except.  A  2838. 
Savorinfire,  s.  taste,  I  207.  . 
Savorous,  adj.  pleasant,  R.  84. 
Savory,  adj.  pleasant,  T.  i.  405. 
Savour,  s.  savour.  D  2196 ;  pleasantness, 

F  904;  pleasure,  10.  20;  smell.  G  887; 

scent,  R.  925;  interest,  T.  ii.  269;  //. 

odours,  5.  274. 
Savoure,  v.  taste,  D  171 ;  pr.  pi.  mind. 

care  for,  I  820;  imp.  s.  have  relish  for, 

13- 5- 
Savoured,  adj.  perfumed,  R.  547. 
Savourinffe,  s,  tasting,  I  959.' 
Savourly.  adj.  enjoyably,  A  37^5. 
Sawceflaem,  adj.  covered  with  pimples 

(due   to   an   excess  of  humour  called 

talsa  phiegma) ,  A  625. 


Sawe,  s.  saying,  speech,  A  1163;  word, 

B  2925 :  discourse,  G  691. 
Sawe.  Say;  see  See. 
Sayde,  said ;  see  Seye. 
Say  lours,  pi.  dancers  (who  leap  in  danc- 
ing) ,  R.  770.    •  Sailleor,  Haiileur,  sauteur, 

danseur ; '  Godefroy. 
Scabbe,  s.  scab,  R.  553;   a  disease  of 

sheep.  C  358. 
Scalded,  pp.  burnt,  A  3853. 
Scale,  s.  scale,  or  rather,  double  scale. 

for  measuring  both  by  umbra  recta  and 

umbra  versa,  A.  i.  12.  3. 
Scalle,  s.  scab.  8.  3. 
Scalled,  pp.  having   the   scall,  scabby. 

scurfv,  A  627. 
Scantitee,  s.  scantiness,  I  431. 
Scantnesse,  s.  scarcity,  I  420. 
Scapen.  v.  escape.  T.  v.  90a. 
Scarlet-reed,  adj.  scarlet-red,  B  4351. 
Scarmishlner.  s.  skirmish,  L.  1910. 
Scarmyche,  s.  skirmish,  T.  v.  1508. 
Scars,  adj.  parsimonious.  B  2789. 
Scarsetee,  s.  scarcity,  B  2790. 
Scarsly,  adv.  parsimoniously,  A  583. 
Scatered,  pp.  scattered,  G  914. 
Scathe,  s.  scathe,  harm,  misfortune,  'a 

pity,'  A  446;    Polymites  to  sc,  to  the 

harm  of  P.,  T.  v.  938. 
Scatheles,  adv,  harmlessly,  R.  1550. 
Science,  s,  science,  knowledge,  5.  25; 

learned  writing,  B  1666 ;  wisdom,  1  229. 
Sclat,  5.  slate,  II.  34. 
Sclaundre,  s.  slander,   HF.  1580;   ill- 
fame,  disgrace.  E722;  scandal,  I  137. 
Sclave,  s.  slave,  T.  iii.  391. 
Sclendre,  adj.  slender,  slight  in  make, 

A  587 ;  thin,  B  ^147 ;  poor,  B  4023. 
Scochouns,    pi.    escutcheons,    painted 

shields,  R.  893. 
Scole,  s.  school,  B  1685.  1694;  manner, 

fashion,  A   125.  3329;   discipline.  T.  i. 

634 ;  •  the  schools ' ;  D  2186. 
Scole-mat6re,  s.  subject  for  disputation 

in  the  schools.  D  1272. 
Scoler,  5.  scholar.  A  260. 
ScolerinfiT,  s.  young  scholar,  note  to  D 

44 ;  line  6. 
Scole-termes,  //.  school-terms,  E  1569. 
Scoleward;      to     scolcward  =  toward 

school.  B  1739. 
Scoleye,  ger.  to  studv.  A  302. 
Scomes,  s.  pi.  foam,  lather,  B  4.  m  7.  61, 

Lit.  *  scums.' 
Score,  imp.  s.  notch,  cut,  mark,  B  1606. 
Scorkletn,  pr.  s.  scorches,  shrivels,  B  2. 

m  6.  28. 
Scorned,  pt.  s.  3.  927 ;  jested  at,  B  4277. 
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ScomlniT,  s,  scorn,  T.  i.  105. 
Scorpion,  s,  E  2058;   sign  of  Scorpio, 

HF..948. , 
Scot,  a  horse's  name,  A  6x6,  D  IC13. 
Scourges,  x.//.  whips,  plagues,  £  1x57. 
Sooxir^iniT,  s,  correction,  4.  4a. 
Scrippe,  X.  scrip,  bag,  D  1737. 
Scripture,  s,  writing,  inscription  (on  a 

ring),  T.  iii.  X369;   passage  of  writing, 

L.  XX44;  //.  manuscripts,  A  9044. 
Scrit,  s.  writing,  deed.  £  1697 ;  T.  ii.  1130. 
Scrivenish,  adv.  like  a  scrivener,  T.  ii. 

1036. 
Scriveyn,  s.  scribe,  8.  i. 
Seohe,  ^er.  to  seek,  i.  e.  to  be  sought  for 

(it  was  easily  had),  A  784;  to  seek  out, 

Seoreo,  aa/,  secret,  trusty,  5.  395 ;  secret, 
B  a25x :  able  to  keep  secrets,  D  946. 

Secree,  adv,  secretly,  F  X109. 

Secree,  s,  a  secret,  B  32XX;  Secree  of 
secrees.  secret  of  secrets,  Lat  Secreta 
Secretorum  (the  name  of  a  book),  G 

1447- 

Secreenesse,  s.  secrecy,  B  773. 

Secrely,  adv,  secretly.  E  763. 

Secte,  s,  sect,  company,  E  1X7X ;  religion, 
faith  (lit  'following'),  F  17. 

Secular,  x.  a  layman,  B  464a 

Sede,  V,  bear  seed,  7.  006. 

See,  s,  sea,  A  59 ;  /iuU  set,  high  tide,  A. 
ii.  46. 4. 

See,  s.  seat,  HF.  1361 ;  seat  of  empire,  B 
3339;  //.  seats,  HF.  xaxa 

See,  V.  see,  L»  2560 ;  ^er.  to  see,  look.  F 
366;  to  look  (upon),  3.  1177;  as  fut, 
shall  see,  4.  X90;  Seestow,  seest  thou, 
HF.  9x1 ;  Say,  x  //.  x.  saw,  T.  v.  992 ; 
Say,  //.  X.  saw,  B  4304 ;  Sey,  //.  x.  B  x, 
7 ;  Sei£h,  x  ft,  s,  saw,  A  X03 ;  Seigh, 
pL  X.  A  X066,  F  850:  Saugh,  x  //.  x. 
saw,  A  764;  pt.  X.  A  850,  X400;  Sy,^/.  x. 
G  X381 ;  Sawe,  a  //.  x.  sawest,  B  848 ; 
Saugh,  2  //.//.  G  XX06  (with  ye)\  Sawe, 
pt,  pi.  B  2x8 ;  Seye,  //.  //.  saw,  T.  iv. 
720;  Seycn. //.//.  G  no;  Syen, //.//. 
B  aSro,  4568;  Sye,  //.  //.  E  1804;  /r. 
X.  suhj.  may  (he)  behold  or  protect.  B 
X56;  Sawe,  //.  X.  subL  were  to  see,  A 
X44 ;  Seyn,  pp,  seen,  B  X863 ;  Seye,  pp. 
D  c;52. 

Seed-foul,  X.  birds  living  on  seeds,  5. 

Seek,  adj.  sick,  ill,  L.  2409.  2436;  d€/.  A 
424 ;  Seke,  def.  as  s.  man  in  a  fever,  $; 
X04;  Seke,//.  A  18,  245. 

Seel  (x),  X.  bliss,  A  4239.    A.  S.  sai. 

Seel  (2),  X.  seal,  B  882. 


Seexnllneaee,  x.  dignity  of  bearing.  L. 

1041. 
Seexaly,  adj.  delicate,  pleasing,  xa.  xi; 

seemly,  L.  2074. 
Seeetow,  seest  thou,  HF.  91  x. 
Seet,  //.  X.  sat  (false  form,  doe  to  pL 

seten) ,  A  2075. 
Seetes,//.  seats,  A  a58a 
Seeth,  //.  X.  seethed,  boiled.  E  227. 
Seflre,  x.  throne,  B  x.  p  4.  aSs;  siege,  L. 

X696. 
Seffflren,  ipr.pl.  say,  T.  iv.  194. 
Seifirh,  pt,  s.jfSee. 
Sein,  ^er. ;  liiat  is  to  sein,  that  is  to  wy. 

A.  pr.  26. 
Seinte,  adj.fem.  holy,  D  x8a4. 
Seintuarie,  x.  sanctuary,  1  78X ;  a  cobw- 

crated  object,  C  953. 
SelBtow,  sayest  thou,  A  xxa5. 
Selth,/r.  X.  says,  A  X78. 
Seke ;  see  Seek,  adj. 
Seke,  V,  search  through,  B  60:  seek.  B 

X633;  gtr.  A  xg,  5x0;  to  seek,  i.  e.  a 

matter   for  search,   G  874;    Sekestow. 

seekest  thou,  T.  iii.  X455  *  Seken  to.  x  pr. 

pi.  press  towards,  2.  9X ;  2  pr.  pi.  search 

through,  B  X27 ;  Sogbte,  x  pt.  s.  son^rht, 

A.  ii.  45.  XX ;  pt.  s.  subj.  were  to  nrammr, 

C488. 
Sekemes,  x.  security,  7. 345. 
Seklrly,  adv.  certainly.  L.  X63  a. 
Selde,  adj.pl.  few,  E  146. 
Selde,   adv.  seldom,  A   X539,  B   ^343: 

Selden,  B  2594:  Seld,  B  3343. 
Seled,>»^.  sealed,  B  736. 
Seles,  //.  seals,  T.  iii.  X462. 
Sellly,  adv.  happily.  B  2.  p  4. 96. 
Selinesse,  x.  happiness,  T.  iii.  8x3. 
Selle,  X.  dat.  boarding,  A  382a.    A  Kentish 

form;    M.  E.  sulU,   sUU;    A.  S.    xy//. 

{Flare  «=  ground  beneath  the  boards.) 
Selle,  V.  sell,  F  1563:  barter,  A  978:  frr 

to  selle,  for  sale,  D  4x4 ;  to  selU,  Ka  sale. 

A  3821 ;  SAde,  pt.  s.  subj.  were  to  sell. 

R.4S2. 
Selly,  adj.  wonderful  (MSS.  sely).  HF. 

5x3.    A.  S.  selRc,  seldttc,  Strang 
Sely,  adj.  happy,  T.  iv.  503;  kind.  4.  89; 

good,  B  X702;  holy,  B  68:2;   innocent, 

simple,  A  3404;  poor,  pitiable,  T.  i.  871 ; 

wretched,  A  3896;  hapless,  L.  xa54, 1336. 

A.  S.  salig. 
Seinblable,  adj.  like,  B  2294. 
Semblaunce,  X.  likeness,  R.  425 :  appeal- 

ance,  R.  1^5. 
Semblaunt,  x.  appearance,  senablaace, 

look.  E  928,  F  5x6 ;  inkirs^  apparently. 

R.  863. 
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Seme,  v.  appear,  seem.  F  102:  ger,  to 
seem  (to).  T.  i.  747 ;  /r.  //.  F  869;  pt.  s, 
(there)  seemed,  A  2970;  impers,  (it) 
seemed.  A  49.  £  996;  him  semed,  it 
seemed  to  them,  they  supposed,  F  56; 
tke  ftpU  semed  =  it  seemed  to  the 
people,  the  people  supposed.  F  aoi. 

Semelihede,  j.  seemliness,  comeliness, 
R.  1130;  gracefulness.  R.  777. 

Bemely,  adi,  seemly,  comely,  A  751. 

Semely,  adv,  becomingly,  A  123. 

Semes,  s.  pL  seams.  I  622. 

Semicope,  j.  half-cope,  short  cope,  A  262. 

SemlniT*  -f*  appearance,  3.  944 ;  to  my  s., 
as  it  appears  to  me,  B  1838. 

Semiaoun,  s.  half-^ound.  1.  e.  suppressed 
sound,  A  3697. 

Senatorie,  s.  senatorial  rank,  B  3.  p  4. 93. 

8enato\ir,  s.  senator.  L.  584. 

Bencer,  s.  censer,  A  334a 

Smnottge,  pres.  pt,  censing,  perfuming 
with  mcense,  A  3341. 

Sendal.  s,  a  thin  silk,  A  440. 

Sende,  v.  send.  B 144 ;  Sent,/r.  s,  E 1151 : 
Seode,//.  s,  sent,  A  4136;  Sente. //.  j. 
B  3927 ;  Sendeth,  imp. pi.  send  ye,  (J  614 ; 
Sente,//.  j.  sm6/,  would  send,  B  1091. 

8ene,  adj\  visible,  manifest,  apparent,  A 
134,  924,  F  645.  A.  S.  gesitte,  gesyne,  adj. 
evident,  visible. 

Bene,  ger.  to  behold,  to  see,  L.  1034 ;  to 
look  at.  L.  2649 ;  to  look  on,  D  1245 ;  to 
seem,  L.  224;  on  to  sent,  to  look  on, 
1^2425. 

8enffe,  v,  singe,  D  349 ;  Seynd,/^.  broiled, 

B4<J35- 

8eD0ie,  adj.  single,  unmarried,  E  1667. 

Senlth,  J.  (i)  the  zenith,  A.  i.  18.  4,  22.  6; 
(2)  the  point  where  a  given  azimuth- 
circle  meets  the  horizon,  A.  i.  19.  12; 
the  point  of  sunrise.  A.  ii.  31.  13. 

Sensibilitees,  s.  pi.  perceptions,  B  5. 
m4.8. 

Sensible,  adj.  perceptible  by  the  senses, 

B  5.  p  4.  212. 

Sent,  -e :  see  Sende. 

Senteznent,  s.  feeling,  fancy.  T.  ii.  13; 
susceptibility.  T.  iii.  43 ;  passion.  L.  69. 

Sentence,  s.  meaning,  drift,  E  2288 :  con- 
tents. C  190;  subject,  B  1753:  opinion, 
B  113.3992;  decision,  5.  530;  meaning, 
jentiment,  instruction,  A  306, 798 ;  tenor, 
thrme,  HF.  iioo;  decision,  speech,  5. 
383;  judgement,  order,  I  17;  verdict, 
G  366;  general  meaning.  I  58. 

Sex>temtriouo,  s.  north,  H  3657. 

Septentrional,  adj.  northern,  A.  ii.  40. 
50;  Septentrionalis,//.  A.  ii.  40.  36. 


Sepulcre,  s.  tomb.  D  498. 

Sepulture,  s,  mode  ot  burial,  T.  v.  299; 
burial,  L.  2553 ;  tomb,  A  2854. 

Serchen,  v.  search,  B  2597 ;  pr.  pi.  go 
about,  haunt,  D  867. 

Sereyns,  s.  pi.  sirens.  R.  684. 

Sergreaunt  of  the  Lawe,  scrgeant-at- 
law,  A  309. 

Serie,  j.  process,  argument,  A  3067. 

Sermone,  ger.  to  preaich.  speak,  C  879. 

Sermoningr,  s.  argument,  A  3091;  talk» 
A  3597. 

Sermoun,  s,  discourse.  L.  2025 ;  T.  ii.  965 ; 
tale,  T.  ii.  11 15;  pi.  writings.  B  87. 

Servage,  s.  servitude,  thraldom.  A  1946, 
B368. 

Servant,  j.  lover,  A  1814 ;  servant.  D  Z501. 

Servisable,  adj.  willing  to  serve,  A  99; 
serviceable,  E 1911 ;  useful,  E  979. 

Servitour,  s.  servant,  D  2185. 

Servitute,  s.  servitude,  E  798. 

Servyse,  s.  service,  serving,  A  250 ;  reli- 
gious service,  T.  i.  315;  musical  per- 
formance, 3.  302. 

Sese,  pr.  s.  subj.  seize,  5.  481 ;  ^p.  caught. 
4.  240 ;  seised,  possessed,  T.  iii.  445. 

Sesoun,  s.  season,  F  103^ ;  prime,  R.  1678. 

Sestow.  scest  thou,  T.  iii.  46. 

Sete.  5.  scat,  throne,  B  3715.  I  162. 

Sete.  -n ;  see  Sitte. 

Sate  wale,  s.  zedoary,  set  wall,  R.  1370. 
Sec  Cetewale. 

Sethe,  V.  seethe,  boil.  A  383. 

Sette,  ger.  to  set,  place.  L.  540;  setten 
a  myte,  care  a  mite.  T.  iii.  900;  Sette, 
I  pr.  s.  suppose,  T.  ii.  367 ;  B  26S1 ;  Sette 
cas,  imagine  the  case,  B  3041 ;  2  pr.  pi. 
esteem,  T.  ii.432;  Sette,  i/r.  s.  subj.  sot, 
A  39x1;  Set.  pr.  s.  setteth,  sets.  2.  loi ; 
D  1982 :  cares,  T.  iii.  832 :  puts.  3.  635 ; 
Strtte,  I  //.  s.  counted,  regarded.  U  650 ; 
Sette  me.  placed  myself  L.  115:  sette 
not  a  iers,  accounted  not  worth  a  cress. 
A  3756;  Sette  at  nought,  counted  as 
nothing.  F  821 ;  Sette  him.  sat  down, 
C  207;  Sette  hir,  sat,  B  329:  Sette  her 
on  knees,  knelt  down,  B  638:  Sette  hem, 
seated  themselves,  L.  301 ;  C  775 ;  Setten 
hem  adoun,  set  themselves,  G  396 ;  Set, 
pp.  placed,  A  132,  2528 ;  put.  B  440 ;  set. 
R.  846;  appointed,  4.  52;  E774;  wholly 
devoted.  6.  100 ;  ttW  set,  seemly,  3.  828; 
set  the  wrightes  cappe  =  made  a  fool  of 
him.  A  3143;  Set,  /////.  s,  stake  (as  at 
dice),  T.  iv,  622. 

Seur,  adj.  sure.  B  2642.  2953. 

Seur,  adv.  surely,  T.  iii.  1633. 

Seurly,  adv.  surely,  B  2913. 
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Saurtee,  s.  surety,  A  1604,  B  243. 
Sewe,  V.  follow,  35.  13 ;  ensue,  B  9619, 

3692;  //.  s.  pursued,  B  4527. 
Sawes,  J,  pL  lit  juices,  gravies;   used 

here    for   seasoned    dishes,    delicacies, 

F67. 
Sewinfir)  ^j'  conformable,  in  proportion, 

similar.  3.  959.    Lit. '  following.' 
Sexte,  sixth,  HF.  1727. 
Saxteyn,  j.  sacristan,  B  3316. 
Q&^,  I  pi.  J.  saw,  3.  1089;  Scyn,  pp,  seen, 

B  172. 634.    See  See. 
Seye,  v.  say,  A  738 :  to  be  told,  B  706;  to 

seyn,  A  384 ;  for  to  seye,  to  say,  A  468 ; 

this  is  to  seyn,  A  181 ;  that  is  to  seyn,  A 

797;    Seistow,  say  est  thou.  B  no;    as 

who  seyth,  like  one  who  says,  i.  e.  so  to 

speak,  T.  v.  883 ;  Seggen,  1  pr.pl.  say,  T. 

iv.  194 ;  Sevdestow,  saidest  thou,  G  334 ; 

Seyd,/^.  B  49;  Seyeth,  imp,  pL  say  ye, 

A  1868. 
Seyl.  s.  sail,  A  696,  3533. 
Seyn,  pp,  seen,  B  18C3, 4471. 


Seyndi,  pp.  singed,  i.  e.  broiled.  B  4035. 
'leynt,  s,  saint,  3. 1319 ;  S^ynt  {tUssyliaHc)  ^ 
A  I30,  ^09.  687.  D   1564 ;   Seynte,  saint 


(^  holy),  A  1791. 

Seyst,  3  pr.  s.  sayest,  B  109;  Seystow, 
2  pr.  s.  sayest  thou.  A  3490. 

Shaar,  s.  a  plough-share,  A  3763. 

Shad,  -de;  see  Shede. 

Shad  we,  s.  shadow,  B  7,  10;  shade,  3. 
436 ;  scene,  B  3.  p  3.  89 ;  Shadowe.  re- 
flection, R.  1529. 

Shadwed,  pp,  shadowed,  shaded.  A  607. 

Shaft,  s.  wooden  part  of  an  arrow,  A 
1363 :  //.  shafts  of  spears.  A  3605. 

Shal,  i/r.x.owe.T.  hi.  1649;  owe  (to),T. 
iii.  791;  shall  (do  so),  F  688;  must,  A 
853 ;  am  to  be,  3. 53 ;  am  to  (go),  G  303; 
Shalt,  apr,s.  must  go,  D  1636:  Shaltow, 
apr.  s.  shalt  thou,  A  3575;  Shalj/r.  s, 
shall  be,  T.  v.  833;  is  to  be,  HF.  82; 
must,  is  to,  A  187;  must  (come),  T.  iv. 
1x06;  will. L.  1276;  must  (do so), R. 387; 
owes,  F  750;  Sholde,  i  pt,  s,  should, 
B  56;  ought  (to  have  done  so),  3. 1200; 
Sholdestow.  shouldst  thou.  10.  60; 
wouldst  thou.  D  1944;  Sholde,  //.  s, 
should,  A  184 ;  ought  to,  B  44 ;  had  to, 
E  515 ;  was  to,  B  3891 ;  would,  B  3627 ; 
Shul,  I  pr.  pi.  must,  have  to.  B  ^51; 
must.  B  1900;  ShuUen,  2  pr,  pi,  shall, 
B  4652;  Shullen.^r.  pi.  must,  A  3014. 

Shale,  s.  shell.  HF.  1281. 

Shalmyes,  pi.  shawms.  HF.  1218. 

Shame,  s,  A  503 ;  Shame  of  his  degree, 
i.  e.  lest  it  should  shame  his  condition 


(as  husband),  F  753;  Shames  dedi, 
shameful  death,  B  819.  £  3377. 

Shaxnen,  v,  put  to  shame,  F  156s ;  thte 
shamuth,  it  shames  tbee,  thou  art 
ashamed,  B  xoi. 

Shamfaet,  adj,  modest,  shy,  A  2055.  C  55 ; 
shame-£aced,  ashamed,  R.  467. 

Shamtaetneese,  s,  modesty,  A  840 ;  sense 
of  shame.  I  985. 

Shap,  s.  A  1889;  privy  member,  I  433. 

Shapen,  v.  plan,  devise,  A  3403:  find 
means  (to  do),  A  809;  /r.  s.  intends.  L. 
X389;  Shape,  ^.  pi.  dispose,  B  3989; 
Shapen  hem.  mteod,  F  214 ;  Sh66p,  ft, 
s.  be£el,  T.  ii.  6x ;  devised,  planned,  T.  L 
307 ;  made,  gave,  L.  ^69 ;  prepared  for. 
E198;  plotted,  B  2C43;  created.  E  903; 
contrived,  E 946 ;  Snoop  me,  \pt,s,rtpL 
addressed  myself^  2.  90;  prepared  my- 
self, L»  180;  Shoop  him,  pt,  s,  rt/L  got 
determined,    F    809; 


ready,    L. 

Shopen,  pt,  pi,  made    ready,  B  2995. 

Shapen.  pp,  determined,   A  xioS;  des- 
tined. A  1392 ;  shaped.  L.  20x4 ;  phuned. 

B  951 ;  prepared.  B  249 ;  appointed,  B 

253 ;  disposed  (themselves),  B  X4a:  built, 

7.  357 ;  cut  out,  T.  iii.  734 ;  Shape.  )J#. 

destined,  ordained,  A  1225;  alk>tted.T. 

ii.  282 ;  created,  B  3099 ;  imp,  pi,  rt/L 

dispose  yourself,  B  2307. 
Shaply,  adj.  fit,  A  372 ;  likely,  T.  iv.  1450. 
Sharpe,  adv,  sharply,  B  ootx. 
Shave,  v.  shave,  A  3326;  Shaven.^,  cat 

smooth,  R.  94X ;  Shave,  pp,  shaven,  A  $88. 
Shaving,  /.  a  thin  slice.  G  ii»39. 
Shawe,  s,  wood,  A  4367,  D  1386. 
She,  she,  A  446;  She  . . .  she,  one  woaaa 

and  another.  T.  ii.  X747. 
She-ape,  s.  female  ape.  I  424. 
Shedeth,/r./.sheds,ls77:  Sbedde,^i. 

shed,  B  3447 :  Shadde,  pi,  s.  poured,  B 

3921 ;  Shad,/^.  distributed,  B  i.  m  i.  x& 
Sheef,  s,  sheat  A  X04;  Sheves,  //.  HF. 

2x40. 
Sheep,  s.  a  sheep,  A  506;  a  meek  person, 

D432. 
Sheld,    s,   shield,  A  3122;    pL  PreKfe 

crowns   (coins  worth   y,  4/).  A  oTt; 

Sheeld,//.  B  X52X. 
Shelde,  pr,  s,  subj.  may  be  sbiekl,  HF.  ^ 
Shende,  v.  disgrace,  T.  iv.  1577 ;  ruin,  B 

927;    render  contemptible,    T.   v.  893. 

reproach.  T.  v.  xo6o;  destroy,  HF.  xoi6. 

Shent,/r.  J.  ruins,  I  848;  defiles,  I  ^4. 

Shente,  pi,  s,  harmed,  injured.  B  403X ; 

Shente.  //.  s.  subj.  should  destroy.  T.  n. 
17:  Shent./^.  spoilt.  T.ii.  37;  defesfted. 
652 ;  scolded,  B  X73X. 
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gHiendflhipe,  s.  shame,  I  273. 
;       Shene,  adj.  bright,  A  115 ;  Elistening,  R. 
137;   fair,  £  2528;   beautiml.  B  693,  F 
1045.    A*  S.  scene,  scyne. 
Shene,  adv.  brightly,  4.  87. 
Shepe,  s,  hire,  I  568.    See  Shlpe. 
Shepne,  s,  stable,  shed,  A  2000.    A.S. 

scyfi/H.    See  Shlpnes. 
Shore,  s.  pair  of  shears,  A  2417. 
Shere,  ,^er.  to  shear,  cut,  B  3257. 
Sherin^-hokes,  pi.  shearing-hooks,  con- 
trivances for  severing  ropes  in  a  sea- 
fight,J^  641. 
Sherte^  j.  shirt.  A  1566 ;  chemise,  T.  iv. 

96. 
Shot,  //.  0/  Shette. 
Shete.  s.  sneet,  G  879 ;  /il  A  414a 
Sheten,  v.  shoot,  I  714 ;  Sbeteth.  //-.  s. 

shoots,  R.  960. 
Sheter,  s.  as  adj.  fit  for  shooting  (lit. 

shooter),  5.  180. 
Shethe,  s.  sheath,  R.  2066. 
Shette,  V.  shut,  enclose,   T.  ill.   1549; 
shut,,  close,  D  1141;  Shette,//.  j.  shut, 
A  3499;  closed,  fastened  up,  T.  ii.  1090; 
Sbetten.  //.  //.  shut  up,  enclosed,  T.  i. 
148 :  Shet.  pfi.  shut,  R.  529. 
Sheves,  pi.  sheaves,  HF.  2140. 
9he  weth,  pr.  s.  pretends,  appears,  B  2386 ; 

appears  as,  is  snewn,  A.  i.  7.  9. 
Smite,  v.,  provide,  distribute,  ordain,  D 

104 :  assign,  G  278. 
Shnde,  pr.  s.  subj.  shield,  T.   ii.  1019; 

defend,  B  9098;  forbid,  A  3427. 
Shimeriner,  s.  glimmer,  A  4297. 
Shine,  s.  shin,  A  386. 
Shined,  //.  s,  shone,  L.  219^ 
Ship,  5. 1. 16;  Shipe,  dat.  (mto  *he)  ship, 

(into  the)  ark,  A  3540. 
Shlpe,  s.  hire,  pay,  reward,  7.  193;  Shepe, 

hire,  I  568.    A.  S.  scipe,  stipendium. 
Shipznan,  s.  sailor,  skipper,  A  388. 
Slilpnes,  //.  stables,  sheds,  D  871.    See 

Sliepne. 
Sliirreve,  s.  sheriff,  A  359.    Lit.  '  shire- 
reeve.* 
Slilten,  pp.  defiled,  dirty,  A  504. 
Sblttingr,  s.  shutting,  R.  1598. 
Sbivere,  s.  thin  slice,  D  1840. 
4S2ilv-eren,/r.//.  break,  A  2605. 
Slio,  shoe,  A  253. 

Sl&CKl,  pp.  provided  with  shoes,  HF.  98. 
Slicxle,  J.  parting  of  the  hair,  A  3316 ;  the 

temple  of  the  head,  A  2007. 
Sliof ,  pt.  s.  pushed,  T.  iii.  487. 
Sl&olcen,  ft  pi.  shook,  R.  363. 
Sbolder-bone,  s.  shoulder-blade-bone,  C 
350- 


Shonde,  s.  disgrace,  HF.  88 ;  B  2098. 
Shoo,  s.  shoe,  D  492 ;  Shoos,  //.  A  457 ; 

Shoon,//.  B  1922. 
Shoof,  pt.  s.  I  /.  shoved,  pushed,  R.  534; 

/>/.  s.  drove,  L.  2412.     r  c£<f,^x*rs<^^  .  <Z^    / -? 5^ / 
Snoon  (sh66n),//.  </Shoo. 
Shoon  (shddn),//.  s.  </Shyne. 
Shorn,  pp.  shaven,  B  3142. 
Shorte,  v.  shorten,   D    1261;    to  shorte 

with  your  weye^  to  shorten    your  way 

with,  A  791. 
Shortly,  adv.  briefly,  A  30. 
Short^holdred,  adj.  short  in  the  upper 

arm,  A  549. 
Shot,  s.  a  missile,  B  4539 ;  arrow,  A  2544. 
Shot-wlndowe,  s.  a  window  containing 

a  square  division  which  opens   on    a 

hinge,  A  3358,  3695. 
Shour,  s.  shower.  T.  iv.  751 ;  onset,  con- 
flict, T.  iv.  47;  pi.  assaults,  T.  i.  470. 

Cf.  Ei.  •  a  shower  of  darts.* 
Showvlngr,  s.  shoving,  pushing,  H  53. 
Shredde,  //.  s.  shred,  cut,  E  227. 
Shrewe,  s.  scoundrel,  accursed  wretch, 

D  284;  shrew,  peevish  woman,  E  1222, 

2428;  planet  having  an  evil  influence, 

A  ii.  4.  54 ;  evil  one,  G  917. 
Shrewe,  adj.  evil,  wcked,  G  995. 
Shrewe,  1  pr.  s.  beshrew,  curse,  B  4616. 
Shrewed,  adj.  evil,  wicked,  bad.  L  1545 ; 

accursed,  D  54. 
Shrewedly,  adv.  cursedly,  D  2238. 
Shrewednesee,  s,  wickedness,  evil,  B 

2721 ;  cursedness,  D  734 ;  //.  evil  deeds, 

Shiim-fadres,  //.  father-confessors,  D 

1442. 
Shriffhte,  //.  s.  shrieked,  A  2817 :  pp.  T. 

v.  320. 
Shrimpes,  pi.  small   creatures,  dwarfs, 

B  3i4S« 

Shroud,  J.  robe,  R.  64. 

Shrouded,  pp.  clad,  R.  55. 

Shryked,  pt.  pi.  shrieked.  B  4590. 

Shrykingr,  s.  shrieking,  T.  v.  382. 

Shryned,  fp.  enshrined,  C  955 ;  canon- 
ised (ironically),  21. 15. 

Shryve,  ger.  to  confess,  I  129. 

Shulder-boon,  s.  blade-bone,  I  603. 

Shuldres.  pi.  shoulders,  R.  328. 

Shull,  ShuUen,  Shulde ;  see  Shal. 

Shyne, ger.  to  shine,  la  62 ;  ^Yihhn, strong 
pt.  s.  shone,  A  198 ;  Shynede,  weakpt.  s. 
shone.  L.  1119;  Shined,  L.  2194. 

Sib,  adj.  related,  akin,  B  2565. 

Sicamour,  s.  sycamore,  HF.  1278. 

Sicer,  s.  strong  drink,  B  3245. 

Siffh,  I  //.  s.  saw.  R.  818. 
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Sifirbte,//.  s,  of  Svke. 
Siffnet,  J.  signet-nn^.  T.  ii.  1087. 
Slgnlflaiinoe,  s.  signification,   R.  995; 

significance,  HF.  17;  prediction,  R.  x6. 
SijpitJUavU,  a  writ  of  excommunication, 

A663. 
81k,  adj.  sick,  ill,  A  160a 
Slker,  adj,  sure,  A  3049,  B  4353;  safe, 

G  864;  certain,  G  1047;   sure,  steady, 

D  9069 ;  in  security,  17.  a8. 
Biker,  a€lv,  uninterruptedly,  T.  iii.  1237; 

surely,  T.  ii.  991. 
Bikered,  fp,  assured,  L.  aiaS. 
Blkerer,  adf,  surer,  more  to  be  trusted, 

B  4043. 
Bikerly,  adv,  certainly,  surely,  truly,  A 

137. 
SlkemeBse,    j.   security,   safety,   confi- 
dence, B  495;  state  of  security,  T.  ii. 

qSij,  adv,  ill.  with  ill  will.  E  635. 

Silver,  s.  money,  A  232,  713. 

Sliver.  adt\  silvery,  A  1496. 

Slmllltuae,  s,  comparison;  kemce,  pro- 
position, statement.  G  431;  sympathy, 
likeness.  F  480;  one  like  himself.  A  3228. 

Blmphonye,  s,  a  kind  of  tabor,  B  2005. 

Simple,  adj.  modest,  R.  1014:  innocent, 
3.  86x. 

Slmplesse,  s.  Simplicity  (personified), 

R-954- 

Sin,  conj.  and  adv.  since.  4.  273. 

Slngre,  v.  sing.  A  236 ;  Singestow.  singest 
thou.  H  244 :  Song.  X  pt.  s.  sang,  3.  X158 ; 
Songe.  2  pt.  s.  didst  sing,  H  294 ;  Song. 
pi.  s.  A  X05S ;  Songen,  //.  pi.  sang,  F  55 ; 
Songe,  pt.  s.  subj.  were  to  sing,  3.  929 ; 
Songen.  pp.  sung,  T.  ▼.  645 ;  Songe,  pp. 
A  266 ;  recited,  T.  v.  X797. 

SincrularlteeB,  s.  pi.  separate  parts,  par- 
ticulars. B  5.  m  3.  4^. 

Slngruler,  adj.  particular,  B  2.  p  7.  64; 
single.  I  300;  a  single,  G  997;  private, 
B  2625 ;  sirtj^lar  pro/yte,  special  advan- 
tage. HF.  3x0. 

Slnsnilerly,  adv.  singly,  B  4.  p.  6. 77. 

Slnne,  s.  sin.  A  561. 

Slxiwes,  s.  pi.  sinews.  I  69a 

Slppe,  V.  sip,  taste,  D  176. 

Sire,  sir.  my  master.  A  355;  Sires,  ^en. 
sire's,  father's,  i.  e.  Saturn's,  E  2265. 

Sis  dnk,  i.  e.  six-five,  a  throw  with  two 
dice,  B  125. 

Slsoiires,^/.  scissors.  HF.  690. 

Sit,  pr.  s.  sits ;  see  Sltte. 

Site,  s.  situation,  HF.  XXX4;  E  199. 

Slth,  conJ.  since,  A  930;  Sith  that,  since, 
F  930,  H  120. 


Slth,  adv.  afterwaitls,  C  869;  then.  U 
302. 

Slthen,  com/,  since,  B  9947;  Sitben  that, 
since,  A  2x02. 

Slthen,  adv,  since,  ago,  A  1521;  since 
then.  R.  X64X;  since,  T.  iii  244:  after- 
wards, A  26x7 ;  then,  next,  L.  304;  /«« 
s.  a  greet  wkyl^  a  great  whOe  ago.  U 
427 ;  gon  s,  loHge  wfyU,  long  ago,  1*.  L 
7x8. 

Slthes,  pi.  times,  A.  ii.  4a.  9. 

Sitte,  V.  sit,  A  94;  Sit,  pr,  s,  sits,  dweB^ 
A  X599.  31541;  befits,  suits,  B  1053;  ii 
fitting,  T.  i.  246;  ml  it  si/,  ttu  n- 
becoming,  £  460 ;  Sat,  pt,  s,  sat,  A  469; 
afiected,  T.  iv.  23X;  suited,  L.  X735; 
became,  R.  750 ;  sat  om  J^Ues,  kaeh,  3. 
106 ;  kit  sat  me  sore,  it  was  very  paiiifel 
for  me,  3.  1220;  T.  iii.  940;  Seet./^.  i. 
sat  (fiedse  form,  due  to  pi  siten),  A  2075; 
Scten.  pt.  fU  sat.  A  3893 ;  Scle,  pt.  x. 
subJ.  would  befit,  T.  i.  985,  ii  XI7;  were 
to  sit.  3.  436 ;  was  sitting,  3.  50X ;  Sftea. 
pp.  sat.  D  490 ;  dwelt.  A  145a ;  welsiitiwgt, 
well  suited,  R.  986. 

Slttlnireet,  iM».  o^r.  most  fitting,  5. 551. 

Slve,  s.  sieve,  G  94a 

Slxte.  sixth,  D  45,  F  906. 

Skant,  adJ,  scanty,  sparing,  niggardly,  x. 

175- 
Skarmiah,  s.  skirmish,  T.  ii.  611. 
Skars,  adj.  scarce,  9.  36. 
Skathe,  s,  harm,  T.  iv.  207. 
SkUe,  s.  reason,  cause.  HF.  796;  gret  jL, 

food  reason,  E  Z152 ;  reasonable  chn, 
«.  X392;  //.  reasons,  arguments,  HF. 

867. 
Skilful,  o^r.  reasonable,  L.  385 ;  disccra- 

ing.  B  1038. 
Sklmilly,  adv.  reasonably,  with  reasoa, 

G  390 ;  particularly,  4.  X55. 
SkUlngre,  s.  reason,  B  4.  p  6. 155. 
Sklnketh,  //.  1.  pours  out,  E  1799. 
Sklppe,  ger.  to  skip,  jump,  T.  i  91S; 

V.  dance,  A  395^;  leap,  £  z^a;  pass 

over.  L.  622 ;  Skipte.  pt.  s.  leapt,  F  ifoa. 
Skulle,  5.  skull,  A  3935. 4306. 
Skye,  s.  cloud,  HF.  1600. 
Slake,  v.  assuage,  R.  3x7 ;  slacken,  abate, 

F  84X;    desist   (from),  E   705;    cease, 

£  137:  end.  £  802;  Slake  oCoaut,  L. 

619;  Slake, /r.  s.  subJ.  grow  sladc,  wane. 

T.  ii.  29X ;  Slakede.  pt,  s.  smbj,  sbookS 

relax.  B  2.  m  8.  x8. 
Slakke,  adj.  slow,  A  9901;    def^  slack. 

£  1849. 
Slakker,  adj.  pi.  slacker,  more    tanfy. 

BX603. 
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,  1.  pL  sledns,  vehicles,  B  4.  p  i. 
78.    Vi,JlsUd, 
StSB,  V.  A  661 ;  Sleen,  /vr.  to  slay,  A  laaa ; 
Slee,  \  fr,s,as  fttt,  shall  slay,  B  aooa ; 
■Sleeth./r.  j.  slays,  A  1x18 ;  Slowe,  a  //. 
J.  didst  slay,  T.  iv.  506;   Slow,  //.  s, 
slew,  B   637;     extinguished,   B   303a; 
Slough,  pt.  J.  7.  56;  Slawe, /^.  slain, 
A  943:  Slawen.  //.  E  544;  Slayn,  fp. 
slaia,  A63. 
Sleep,  //.  J.  0/  Slepe. 
Sletfre,  1.  slayer,  A  9005. 
Sleet,  1.  sleet,  L.  1220;  F  135a 
Sleiffh,  adf,  sly,  artful,  A  saoz. 
Sleiffhly,  tidv.  cunningly,  T.  v.  83. 
Sleiffhte,  1.  trickerjr.  T.  iv.  1459;  trick, 
62386;  sleight,  T.ii.  15x2:  contrivance, 
£  xioa ;  plan,  E  2131 ;  dexterity,  A  1948 ; 
cunning.  U  laSa ;  skill,  G  867 ;  //.  plans, 
T.  iv.  1^51 ;  devices,  tricks,  E  3431. 
Slely,  adv,  slily,  i  e.  skilfullv,  A.  ii.  39.  aa 
81ei>e,  i.  sleep,  F  347 ;  on  slept,  asleep,  L. 

209. 
Slepe,  V.  sleep,  3.  3 ;  Slepestow,  sleepest 
thou.  A  4169;  Sleep,  x//.i.  slept,  HF. 
119 :  Sleep,  /A  1.  A  98 ;  Slepte,  weak  pt, 
A  £  234 ;  Slepe,  pt  pL  3.  166, 177. 
Slepinff ,  J.  sleep.  B  4203. 
StopinGT-tyme,  1.  time  to  sleep,  6. 54. 
Slepy,  eulj.  sleep-bestowing,  A  1387. 
Slewthe,  s.  sloth.  I  388. 
Sleye,//.  sly,  subtle,  T.  iv.  973. 
Sleyly,  adv.  slily,  T.  ii.  1185 ;  subtly,  T. 

ii.  463. 
Slider,  adj.  slippery,  A  1364. 
Slicrbte,  J.  sleight,  cunning,  C  131. 
sake,  adj.  sl«Bk,  R.  543. 
flUttge-atones,  //.  stones  from  a  sling, 

T.  ii.  94X. 
SUnlce,  ^er.  to  slink,  T.  iii.  1535. 
Slippe,  V.  slip,  L.  6^. 
Slit./r.j.i/Slyde. 
SUtten,  V.  pierce,  F  136a 
Slivere,  s.  a  slice,  portion,  T.  iii.  1013. 
Slo,  s.  sloe,  R.  938 ;  Sloo,  A  3346. 
SloflTBTdye,  s.  sluggishness,  sloth,  lazi- 
ness. A  1043. 
Slozn'brestow,  slumberest  thou,  T.  i.  73a 
Sloxnl9i*y>  <x4^'.  sleepy,  1 734. 
SloznerinffB,  s.  slumber,  T.  ii.  67. 
Sloncr.  ^.  -r-  threw,  flung.  H  306.    Pt  t 

of  siini^en. 
8I00,  s.  sloe,  A  3346;  Slo,  R.  938. 
Sloppes,  s,  pi.  loose  ^[arments,  I  433. 
SlouiTli,  s.  slough,  mire.  H  64. 
Sloixfirli,  pt.  s.  slew,  A  980;  see  Slee. 
Sloutlie,  1.  sloth.  T.  ii.  959. 
Slow,  /.  slough.  D  1565;  Slough,  H  64. 


Blow,//.j.  </Slee. 

Slowh,  //.  s.  slew,  B  4.  m  7. 43. 

SlUiTfiry,  adj.  sluggish,  I  706. 

Sluttlah,  adj.  slovenly,  G  636. 

Sly,  adj.  L.  X369;  sly  (one),  A  3010;  Slye, 

def.  cunning,  cnifty,  7. 48 ;  skilnil,  F  673 ; 

f(.  artfully  contrived,  F  33a 
Blyde,  v.  slide,  T.  v.  351 ;  pass,  go  away. 

E  83,  F  934 ;  Slit,  pr.  s.  passes  away,  ^. 

3;  G  683;   Slydinge,  /r«.  //.  as  atff. 

moving,  i.  e.  unstable,  T.  v.  835. 
Blyk  (/or  Slyke?),  adi.  sleek,  D  351. 
Slyk,  adj.  such  (Northern),  A  4130, 4x7a 
Slyly,  adv.  sagaciously,  A  1444. 
Sxnal,  adj.  small,  A  153 ;  a  smal,  a  little, 

6.  1x3. 
Smal,  adv.  little,  D  593;   Sul  smal,  but 

little,  F  7x;  high  (of  mtisical  notes),  xa. 

XI. 

Sxnallsh,  adj.  smallish,  R.  8a6. 
Smart,  adj.  brisk  (said  of  a  fire),  G  768. 
Smatre,/r.//.  rejl.  taste  slightly,  I  857. 
Smart,  adr.  smart,  quick,  R.  831 ;  brisk, 

G  768 ;  //.  painful,  3.  507. 
Smerte,  1.  pain,  smart.  F  480,  856,  974 ; 

anguish,  A  38x3. 
Smerte,  adv.  smartly,  sharply,  A  149; 

sorely.  E  639. 
Smerte,  ^/r.  to  smart,  L.  50a;  Smcrt,  pr. 

s.  pains  (me),  i.  XS3;  Smerte, pr,  s. sufy'. 

(it)  may  pain,  A  1394;   Smerte,  //.  s. 

felt  pain,  T.  ii.  930;  Smerte,  //.  s.  suij. 

impers.  (it)  might  give  pain  to,  A  33a 
Smlt. -en;  seeSmyte. 
Smithed,  //.  s.  forged.  A  3763. 
Smitted,  pp.  smutted,  i.  e.  besmirched, 

sullied  with  dishonour,  T.  v.  1545. 
Smoking,  pres.  pt.  reeking  with  incense 

or  perfume,  A  3381. 
Smokless,  adj.  without  a  smock,  E  875. 
Smoky,  adj.  smoke-like,  T.  iii.  638. 
Smoot,^/.  5.  of  Smyte. 
Smoterliohe,  adj.  smirched  in  reputa- 
tion, A  39^ 
Smothe,  ac^.  smooth,  A  69a 
Smothe,  adv.  smoothly,  A  676. 
Smyler,  s.  smiler,  flatterer,  A  X999. 
Smyte,  v.  strike.  A  1330;    Smyten  of; 

smite   off,    L.    1817;    Smyteth,   pr.   s. 

knocks,  L.  393;    Smit,  pr.   s.   smites, 

E  X23;  Sm6ot,  //.  s.  smote,  struck,  A 

X49:  Smiten./^.  struck.  T.  ii.  1145. 
Snewed,  pt.  s.  abounded,  A  345. 
Snibben,  v.  reprove,  chide,  lit.  'snub,' 

A  523 :  pp.  reprimanded.  A  440X. 
Snorteth,  pr,  s.  snorts,  A  4163 ;  //.  s.  was 

drawn  to«5ther  (as  in  sniffing).  R.-x^7. 
Snow,  i.  K.  558;   argent   (in  heraldry). 
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white,   B   3573;  pL  snow-stonns,  HF. 

967. 
Snowish,  adj,  snowy,  white,  T.  iii.  1250. 
80,  ctdv,  so.  A  10a ;  such,  B  2905 ;  in  such 
-   a  way,  such,  T.  iii.  1579;  so,  i.e.  pray 

(with  verb  in  subj.  mood),  T.  iii.  1470; 

So  as,  as  well  as,  as  fiir  as,  4.  x6x;  so 

have  J  yoye,  as  I  hope  to  have  bliss,  3. 

1065. 
80,  canj,  proYided  that,  L.  1319;  So  as, 

whereas.  B  4.  p  3. 40 ;  So  tfalat,  provided 

that,  C  186. 
Sobrely,  adv,  gravely,  F  1585:  Soberly, 

sadlv,  with  a  melancholy  look,  A  989. 
Sobrenesee,  s.  sobriety.  I  834. 
Sooour,  succour,  help,  A  918.  F  1357 ;  do 

yew  s,,  help  you,  4.  992. 
Sooouren,  v.  aid,  T.  iii.  1264. 
SooouTB,  s.  help,  L.  1341. 
Soden,  pp.  sodden,  boiled.  I  900. 
Sodein,  adj,  prompt,  forward,  T.  v.  1024. 
Sodelnly,  adv.  suddenly,  F  X015. 
Softe,  adt'.  soft,  A   153;  gentle,  slow,  B 

399 ;  mild,  D  1412. 
Softe,  adv.  softly,  A  stjSz ;  gently,  C  252; 

tenderly,  B  275 ;  timidly,  3.  1212. 
Softely,  adv,  softly,  F  636;  quietly.  G 

408 ;  in  a  low  tone,  L.  3126. 
Softneth,  pr.  s.  assuages,  L.  5a 
Sojoume,  v.  dwell.  T.  v.  1350;  tarry,  R. 

381 ;  remain,  D  987. 
Soken,  s,  toll,  A  3987.    A.  S.  socm, 
Sokinffly,  adv.  gradually,  B  2766.    *So- 

kyngly,    idem    quod    esyly';     Prompt 

Parv. 
Sol,  Sol  (the  sun),  G  826. 
Solas,  1.  amusement,  A  798;    solace.  I 

206;  comfort,  F  803;  consolation.  T.  ii 

460;  relief,  B  1972;  diversion,  B  1904; 

pleasure,  B  3964;  playfulness,  R.  844; 

joy,  T.  i.  31 ;  ease,  L.  1966. 
Solde,  //.  s.  of  Selle. 
Solexnpne,  adj,  festive,  grand,  E  1125; 

cheerful,   A    209;    important,   A   364; 

illustrious,  B  387 ;  superb,  F  6z ;  public, 

I  X02. 
Solexnpnely,    adv.    pompously,    with 

pomp,  A  274. 
Solexnpziitee,  x.  pomp,  A  870;  outward 

show,  C  244 ;  due  ceremony,  E  X709. 
Soleyn,  adj.  sole,  solitary,  3.  982;    un- 

mated,  5.  607,  6x4. 
Solstioioun,  s.  the  solstice,  or  point  of 

the  ecliptic  most  remote  ftt>m  the  equa- 
tor. A.  i.  X7.  9. 
Som  (sum),  tndef.  from,  some,  A  640,  B 

XX82;  one,  a  certam  man,  G  922;  one, 

3.  2io$\  another,  5.  476;  som  shrnoe  is, 


some  one  (at  least)  is  wicked,  G  995; 

Som  . . .  som,  one  . . .  another,  A  3091; 

Somme,  //.  some,  B  2139 ;   some  (ef 

them),  L.  1050. 
Soxndal,  adv.  somewhat,  B  40x1 ;  a  litlle. 

L.  1x83;  in  some  measure.  A  39x1. 
Soxner,   #.   summer,   A   394;    Soneres 

game,  summer-game,  athletic  ezhibilioo, 

D648. 
Somer-aeaoun,  s.  spring,  early  sumacr, 

B3.p8.43.  ^.  ^ 

Soxuxne,  pi.  some.  T.  iv.  995 ;  see  Sohl 
Somme,  1.  sum.  F  1290;    chief  pool, 

upshot,  L.  X559;  pL  sums  of  moBey. 

B  1407,  G  675. 
Soxxme,  v.;  see  Sompae. 
Somnour,  1.  summoner.  apparitor,  aa 

officer  who  summoned  delmqaents  be^ 

fore  the  ecclesiastical  courts.  A  543. 
Somoxioe,  s.  summons,  D  X586W 
Sompne,  v,  summon,  D  X577 ;  Somoc;  a 

Sompnolence,  s,  somnolence,  I  706. 
Somtyme,  adv.  once,  A  ^  85: 

times,  B  1667 ;  some  day.  B  xia 
Sond,  1.  sand,  B  509, 4457. 
Sonde,  s.  message,  B  388,  1049;  - 

I  625;  gifts,  B  1049;   visitation,  B  760^ 

826;  trial,  B  902;  message  (or  mesacB- 

ger),G525. 
Sonded,  pp.  sanded,  T.  ii.  82a. 
Soxxdry,  adt\  various.  A  14.  2$. 
Sone  (suna),  1.  son,  A  79, 3^36. 
Sone,  adv,  soon,  A  X022 ;  speedily,  D  X964. 
Soxie-ln4awe,  s.  son-in-law,  E  3x5. 
SoxieBt,  adv.  smpert.  soonest,  B  3716U 
Soxiff ,  -e,  -exi ;  see  Stn^e. 
Soxme,  1.  sun.  A  7, 3a 
Soxme-beem,  s.  sunbeam.  D  868. 
Soimiah,  at^.  sun-like,  golden,  T.  iv.  73^ 

8x6. 
Soor,  s.  sore,  wound,  A  x^54. 
Soor,  adj.  wounded,  grieved,  A   9695; 

sore,  F  XS7X ;  sad,  T.  v.  63^ 
Soot,  s.  soot,  an  emblem  of  bittemessi,  T. 

iii.  XX94. 
Sooth,  adf,  true,  L.  X4 ;  oj  ado,  truly,  C 

636. 
Sooth,  1.  truth,  A  984;  Sotfae,  G  ti6a: 

Sothe,  dot.  B  X939. 
Soothfastnesse,  s.  truth,  B  45x8. 
Soothly,  adv.  truly,  A  X17. 
Sooty,  adj.  begrimed  with  soot,  B  40001 
Sop,  s.  sop  (of  toasted  bread),  E  1849; 

Sop  in  wyn,  wine  with  tnead  soakMl  m 

it,  A  334. 
Soper,  s.  supper,  A  348 ;  Sopeer.  F  1x89. 
SophlBtrye,  s.  evil  cuxming,  I«.  X37. 
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I     Sophjrme,  j.  a  sophism,  trick  of  logic,  E 
j       5://.  deceits,  F  554. 
I     Bore,  adp,  sorely,  A  148 ;  bar  so  sore,  bore 
soiIJ,E85. 
SoWL  ger,  to  soar,  HF.  531 ;   to  mount 

aloft,  F  223. 
Sorer,  adv.  more  sorely,  L.  50a. 
'    Sorest,  adv.  most  sorely,  5.  404. 
,    Sormounte,  ger,  to  surpass,  R.  667 ;  //•. 
J       5.  rises  above,  T.  iii.  1038. 

S<Mt,  J.  lot,  T.  iL  1754 ;  destin)r,  chance, 
A  844;  kind,  A  4381;  divination,  T.  i. 

Sorted,//,  s.  allotted,  T.  v.  1827. 
Somre,  J.  sorrow,  grie^  A  951;  mourn- 
ing. B  3x71;   sympathy,  compassion,  F 
4»;  with  sorwe,  with  lU  luck  to  you,  D 
^. 
Borweetow,  thou  sorrowest.  B  i.  p  6. 

80:  fr.  J.  I  8s;  pr,pl,  A  2824. 
Sorweful,  adj.  sorrowful,  L.  1832. 
Sorwefulleste,  adj,  most  scrrowful,  E 

2098. 
SorwefoUy,  adv,  sadly,  A  2978. 
florwlnfir,  s.  sorrow,  3.  606. 
Sory,  adj,  sorrowful,  mournful,  A  200A, 
aoio;  sad.  B  2899;  unlucky,  B  1949;  ill, 
C  876 ;  miserable,  H  55. 
Sory,  adu,  sorely,  B  2.  p  4.  loa 
Soeter,  x.  sister,  A  3486. 
Sote,  adj,  sweet,  A  i,  B  2348. 
Sote,  adv,  sweetly,  L.  2612. 
Sotel^  etdf,  subtle,  cunning,  18. 43. 
Soteltee,  subtlety,  skill,  18. 77. 
Soth,  adf.  true,  B  169;  Sooth.  L.  14. 
Sotlie,  s,  truth,  A  845.    See  Sooth. 
Bother,  adj.  comp.  truer.  G  314. 
Sothfastneaae,  1.  truth,  B  2365;    cer- 
tainty, I  380. 
Sothly ,  adv,  verily,  soothlv,  A.  pr.  23. 
Soth.^ek'we,  s,  true  saying,  truth,  HF. 

aoSg;  //.  HF.676. 
SotU,  adj,  subtle,  cunning,  L.  1556,  2559 ; 

subtly  woven,  A  1054 ;  thin,  A  2030. 
SotlUy,  dBv,  skilfully,  R.  11 19;  cleverly, 

R.  77a-  . 
Sotted,  a^\  besotted,  befooled,  G  1341. 
Soudecl,  pp,  confirmed,  B  1769. 
Sotitf-lit,  -e;  see  Soke. 
Coulee ,  gtr,  to  suck,  A  41^7 ;  to  embezsle, 

A  4416 ;  pp,  been  at  the  breast,  E  45a 
^ov^  adj,  sole,  single,  E  208a 
toiHe,  s,  soul.  A  656, 781. 
lottlfire,  J.  sulphur,  HF.  1508. 
loiin,  s,  sound,  musical  sound,  A  674,  E 

97  X  ;    vaunt,  LhQ&j-,  pi.  sounds.  A  2512. 
k>iiz&<3l,  adj.  unhurt,  L.  1619 ;  //.  in  strong 

besath,  T.  iii.  1526. 


Sounde, ^<rr.  to  heal,  make  sound,  7. 242 ; 
V.  heal,  R.  966. 

Soune,  ger.  to  sound,  to  utter,  T.  ii  573 ; 
imitate  in  sound,  speak  alike,  F  105; 
Sounen,  v,  sound,  kenct,  tend,  redound, 
T.  i.  1036;  Souneth.  pr,  s,  tends  (to> 
wards),  relates  (to),  T.  iii.  1414;  is  con- 
sonant (with),  B  3157;  makes  (for),  H 
195 :  Sounen,  pr,  pi.  tend.  I  1068 ;  //.  1. 
inclined,  T.  iv.  1676;  pres,  pt,  accordant 
with,  in  agreement  with,  A  375;  Souiw- 
inge  in.  tending  to,  A  307. 

Souned ;  testes,,  best-sounding,  T.  ii.  1031. 

Soupe,  V,  sup,  T.  ii.  944. 

Souper,  s,  supper,  T.  iL  947. 

Souple,  adj,  pliant,  A  203. 

Soardeth,/r.  5,  arises.  I  475. 

Soure,  adi,  bitter,  cruel,  B  i.  p  4.  88. 

Soure,  adv,  sourly,  bitterly,  B  2012. 

Soures,  s,  pi,  sorrels,  bucks  of  the  third 
year,  3. 429. 

Sourmounteth,  pr,  s,  surmounts,  rises 
above,  T.  iii.  X038. 

SouTB,  1.  source,  origin,  T.  v.  1591 ;  E  49 ; 
a  springing  aloft,  HF.  544;  swift  up- 
ward flight,  D  1938, 1941. 


Souter,  s,  cobbler,  A  3904. 
Soutiltee,  s,  device,  D  ^76. 
Souvenance,  s,  remembrance,  24. 14. 


Soveraynetee,  s,  sovereignty,  £  114,  F 
751 ;  supremacy,  D  818. 

Soveresm,  adj,  supreme,  very  high,  A  67 ; 
chief;  B  3339;  sovereign,  D  1048;  supe- 
rior. A.  li.  28.  39  (a  technical  term, 
applied  to  the  western  signs  of  the 
zodiac)  ;  as  s,  lord,  i.  69 ;  master,  G  590; 
Sovereyne,  fem,  5.  422 ;  Sovereyns,  pL 
superiors.  I  392, 402. 

Sovereynly.  adv.  royally,  B  2462 ;  chiefly, 
B4553. 

Soveresmtee.  s,  supremacy,  D  1038. 

Sowdan,  1.  sultan,  B  177. 

Sowdanesso,  s.  sultaness.  B  358. 

Sowe,  V,  sew  up,  T.  ii.  laoi,  1304;  pp, 
sewn.  A  685. 

Sowen,  V,  sow,  B  1x82;  Sowen,  >^.  R. 
1617;  Sowe,>^.  T.  i.  385. 

Sowle,  s,  soul,  life,  T.  11. 1734. 

Sowled,/^.  endued  with  a  soul,  G  329. 

Sowne,  V,  sound,  play  upon.  A  565; 
sound,  T.  iii.  189:  Sowneth,  fr,  s, 
sounds,  I  160;  signifies,  A.  i.  21.  62:  pr, 
pi,  play,  F  270;  Sowneth,  pr,  pi,  tend 
(to),  are  consonant  (with),  F ^7 ;  Souned, 
//.  //.  tended,  B  3348.    See  Sonne. 

Space,  1.  room,  'f/i.  714 ;  space  of  time. 
A  87;  while,  C  239;  opportunity,  spare 
time,  A  35 ;  course,  A  176. 


oparre,  s.  wooden  beam,  A  990, 1076. 

i^arth,  s,  battle^uee.  A  3590. 

Sparwe,  s.  sparrow,  A  636. 

Spasmel,  s.  spAniel.  D  367. 

8peoe,  s.  species,  sort,  I  407 ;  //.  kinds,  A 
301^,  I  865. 

Specne,  s,  speech,  L.  1084 ;  discourse,  A 
507 :  talk,  A  783,  D  X090 ;  address,  3. 
X131 ;  oratory,  F  104. 

Special,  adj.  special;  in  special,  espe- 
cially, in  particular,  A  444, 1017. 

Spectacle,  s.  eye-glass,  D  1903. 

Spede,  ger.  to  succeed,  C  134 ;  Spede  me, 
V.  be  quick,  5.  385 ;  Spede,  pr,  s.  subj, 
speed,  prosper,  A  769:  Spedde,  pt,  s. 
hastened,  moved  quickly,  A  36^9;  made 
to  prosper,  B  3876 ;  //.  s.  reJL.  hasted,  A 
1317 ;  I  //.  s,  re/L  L.  soo ;  pp.  terminated, 
determined,   5.   loi;    accomplished,   G 

357- 
Speed,  s.  help,  T.  ii.  9 ;  success.  T.  i.  17 ; 
/or  comune  spede,  for  the  good  of  all,  5. 

507. 
Speedful,  adj.  advantageous,  B  737. 
Speere,  s.  sphere.  F  1383. 
Speke,   V.    speak,   3.   853;    Spekestow. 

speakest  thou.  G  473;    Spak,   i  pt.  s. 

spake,  L.  97 ;  pt.  s.  3.  503 ;  Speken,  //.  pi. 

3.  350;  Spaken  {better  Si>ckeTi),  pt.  pi. 

spake.  T.  i.  565 ;  Speke,//.  s.  snif,  might 

speak,  T.  ii.  1119;  Spoken,/^.  A  31. 
Sx>ekin8r,  s.  speech-making,  oratory,  5. 

488 :  speaking.  H  335. 
Si>elle,  s.  dot.  a  storv.  B  3083. 
Spence,  s.  buttery,  D  1931. 
Spendlngr-sUver,   s.    silver    to    spend, 

money  in  hand,  G  1018. 
Bpere,  s.  spear.  A  1x4;  as  nigh  as  men 

may  casten  with  a  spere,  a  spear's  cast, 

HF.  1048. 
Spere,  s.  sphere,  orbit,  a.  to^-  »*  -- 
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Sfiyoed, /^.  spiced,  A  3378 ;  scrupulous, 

A  596.  D  435. 
Spyoerye,  1.  collection  of  spices,  mixture 

of  spices,  A  ms,  B  136. 
8i»yr,  /.  spire,  snoot.  T.  ii.  1335. 
Squaznes,  s,pi.  scales.  G  759. 
Bquaymoas,  oify'.    squeamish,   sparing 

(except  rarely).  A  3337. 
Squlareth,  /r.  1.  attends,  accompanies, 

Squub,  s.  a  *  square,'  a  carpenter's  instru- 
ment for  measuring  right  angles,  D 
9090;  pL  measuring-rules,  A.  i.  la.  3. 

Squyer,  s,  squire.  A  79. 

Stable,  adj\  abiding,  A  3004.  3009;  firm, 
3.  645;  sure,  E  1499;  constant,  4.  381; 
steadfcist,  F  871. 

StabUsaed,  pp.  established,  A  3995. 

Stadia,  s.  race-course,  B  4.  p  3.  ix. 

Staf,  s.  staff,  stick,  I^  aooo;  (perhaps  a 
bed-staff),  A  4294,4396;  Staves, ^vw.  of 
the  shaft  of  a  car,  7.  184. 

Staf-allnffe,  s,  a  staff-sling,  sling  with  a 
handle,  B  3019. 

Stages,  pi.  positions,  HF.  133. 

Stak,  pt  s.  stuck,  T.  iii.  1373 ;  was  fast- 
ened on,  R.  458. 

Stakereth,/r.  s,  staggers,  I^  3687. 

Stal,/Ajr.  o/Stelen. 


Stalke,  J.  stalk,  A  1036;  piece  of  straw, 
LAi.pj/mi/gs),Bi. 
m  6.  15 ;  stems.  T.  ii.  968 ;  uprights  of  a 


A  39x9;  Stalkcs,//.  (Lal./j/»i//ir/),Bi. 

.  T.  ii.  (  '^  •        ' 

ladder,  A  3635. 


Stalke,  V.  creep  up  (to).  T.  ii.  519 ;  move 
stealthily,  L.  1781 ;  pr,  s,  walks  stealthily, 
A  1479;  move^  slowly,  A  3648. 

Stalle,  /.  da/,  ox-stall.  T.  v.  X469. 

Stamin,  s.  a  coarse  harsh  cloth,  tamine. 
tammy,  L.  3360 ;  I  1053.    O.  F.  estamime. 

BfOKOV^j  fr.  pi.  bray  in  a  mortar,  C  538. 

8tanoliea,/i».  staunched.  B  2.  p  3.  53. 

Stank,  s.  lake.  tank.  pool.  I  84X.    £.  tank. 

Staat,  stands ;  see  Stonde. 

Stapen,  pp.  advanced.  B  401X.  E  1514  {in 
MS.  E.). 

St<u«,  s.  starling,  5. 348. 

Starf ,  pt.  s.  of  Sterve. 

Stark,  adj.  strong,  E  1458;  severe.  B 
3560. 

Startling,  moving  suddenly.  L.  1304. 

Staunehen,  v.  satisfy.  B  3.  m  3.  3. 

Stede,  1.  place.  HF.  731 ;  in  stede  of,  in- 
stead of.  B  3308. 

Stede,  1.  steed.  A  3157. 

Stedtestoeeae,  1.  constancy,  firmness, 
E  699 ;  subilihr,  15.  7. 

Steer,  1.  bullock,  A  3149. 

Steked,  pp.  stuck.  U  x6x  a. 


Stele,  i.  lit.  handle ;  i.  e.  the  (cool)  end, 

A  3785. 
Stelen,  v.  steal,  A  563;   Steleth,  pr.  s. 

steals  away.  B  si;   Stal. //.  s.  stole.  L. 

796;    came   (or  went)   cunningly,   HF. 

418 ;  went  stealthily,  B  3763 ;  stal  avoay, 

stole  away.  3.  381 ;  Stole,  pp.  stolen,  A 

3627. 
Stellifye,  v.  make  into  a  constellation, 

HF.  586,  X002. 
Stemed,  //.  s.  shone,  glowed,  A  303.  A.  S. 

stiman. 
Stenten,  v.  leave  off,  A  903 ;  ger.  to  stay, 

A  2442 ;    V.  cease,   leave   off,  B    3925 ; 

Stente,  ^pr.  s.  subj.  cease,  18. 61 ;  Stente. 

//.  i.  ceased,  stopped,  3.  X54;  L.  1240; 

remained,   L.   831;    stayed,  T.  i.  373; 

Stente,  pt.  pi.  ceased.  T.  i.  60;  delayed, 

L.  633 ;  //.  stopped.  A  1368. 
Stepe,  adj.  pi.  glittering,  bright.  A  201, 

753.    A.  S.  stiap. 
Steppes,  pi.  foot-tracks.  L.  829.  2209. 
Store,    s.    helm,   rudder.  B  833;    pilot, 

helmsman,  guide.  B  448;  in  stere,  upon 

my  rudder,  T.  v.  641. 
Stere,  v.  steer,  rule,  T.  iii.  910:  i  pr.  x. 

steer,  T.  ii.  4 ;  pp.  controlled.  L.  935. 
Stere,  v.  stir,  move,  excite,  T.  i.  228 ;  pro- 
pose. T.  iv.  X451 ;  pr.  s.  stirs.  HF.  817. 
Sterelees,  adj.  ruclderless,  B  439. 
Steresman,  s.  steersman.  HF.  436. 
Steringre,  s.  stirrint;,  motion.  HF.  800. 
Sterlingres,  pi.  sterling  coins.  C  907. 
Sterne,  adj.  stern.  E  465 ;  violent.  T.  iii. 

743. 
Sterre,  s.  star,  5.  68,  300;  constellation, 
I  «  HF.  599. 
Stert,  s.  start,  T.  v.  254 ;  at  a  stert,  m  a 

moment,  A  1705. 
Sterte,  v.  start,  go  quickly,  T.  ii.  1634; 
move  away.  T.  iii.  949;  pass  away,  B 
335;  leap,  skip.  R.  344;  Stert.  pr.  s. 
rouses.  HF.  68i ;  Sterte.  i  pt.  5.  departed, 
T.  iv.  93;  rushed.  L.  811 ;  leapt.  A  952; 
went,  T.  ii.  1094;  went  at  once.  L.  660; 
Sterting.  pres.  pt.  bursting  suddenly, 
I       I^  174 1. 

,  Sterve.  v.  die,  A  X349;  die  of  famine.  C 
451 ;  Starf.  pt.  s.  U  169X  ;  A  933.  B  283 ; 
!       Storven,^/.//.  C888. 
Stevene,  j.  voice,  sound,  language.  A 
2562;    rumour,  talk.  T.  iii.  X723;   time, 
moment,   esp.    of  an    appointment.    A 
1524;  sound.  L.  X2X9;  meeting  by  ap- 
pointment.  4.   52;    sftte  St.,  made   ap- 
pointment. A  4383. 
Stewe,  s.  a  fish-pond.  A  350;    a  small 
room,  closet,  T.  iii.  601 ;  brothel.  HF.  ah. 


E  2 


StUlatorie,  >.  still,  vesseT  used  in  distil 
lation,  G  580. 

Stille,  adv.  quietly.  L.  8x6;  still,  D  aaoo. 

BtiUe,  ger.  to  silence,  T.  ii.  23a 

Stingreth,  pr,  s.  pierces,  L.  645. 

Btinte,  V.  leave  off,  A  1334 ;  cease,  G  883 
cause  to  cease,  1.63 ;  end,  E  747 ;  ger,  tc 
cease,  B  3164 ;  to  stop,  '\.  ii.  383 ;  cease 
I  730;  restrain,  R.  1441;  stop,  avert, 
L.  1647 ;  Stinte,  i  pr.  s.  leave  on  telling, 
HF.  14 17:  pr.pl.  cease,  1  93;  pt.  s,  subj. 
may  cease,  B  4x3 ;  Stinte,  pt.  s.  ceased, 
A  2431;  was  silent,  3.  1299;  pt.  pi. 
stopped  {orfr.pl.  stop),  L.  294;  Stinte, 
//.  s.  subj.  snould  cease,  T.  i.  848;  pp. 
stopped,  T.  iii.  1016:  stint  thy  clappt, 
hold  vour  tongue,  A  3144;  Stinteth, 
imp,  pi.  stay,  T.  li.  X729. 

Stintinflre,  s.  ceasing,  end,  B  2.  m  7.  37. 

Stiren,  v.  stir,  excite,  B  2696. 

Stiropes,  s.pl.  stirrups,  B  1163. 

Stirte,  //.  J.  started,  D  1046;  rushed,  H 
303 ;  went  quickly,  E  2153. 

Stlth,  s.  anvil,  A  2026.    I  eel.  sttHi, 

Stod,  -e ;  see  Stonde. 

Stok,  i.  a  block  of  wood,  A.  ii.  38.  6; 
source,  14.  i ;  race,  A  1551 ;  //.  stumps, 
A  2934 ;  posts,  T.  iii.  589. 

Stoke,  ger.  to  stab,  thrust,  A  2546. 

Stokked,  pp.  fastened  in  the  stocks,  T. 
iii.  380. 

Stole,  s.  stool,  frame  for  tapestry-work, 
L.  2352;  //.  chairs,  D  288. 

Stole,  pp.  <ystelen. 

Stomak,  s.  stomach,  T.  i.  787 ;  appetite. 
D  1847 ;  compassion,  D  1441. 

Stomblen,/r.//.  stumble,  A  26x3. 

StondA   *'  c#««^    D 
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Strawen,  v.  strew,  L.  207 ;  2  pr,  s,  subj» 
F  613 :  pp,  strewn,  I  918. 

Strayte,  s.  strait.  B  464. 

Strecche,  v.  stretch,  B  4498 ;  extend,  T. 
ii.  341 ;  reach,  7.  341 ;  Streighte,  pL  s. 
stretched.  HF.  1373 ;  Straugbte,  //.  pL 
extended,  A  3916;  Straighten,  pf.  pi. 
stretched  out,  R.  1021 ;  Streight,  stretched 
out;  long  sir.,  stretched  at  full  length, 
T.  iv.  1 163:   pp.  AS  adv,  straight,  T.  ii. 

S99* 
Btree,  s.  straw.  A  3918 ;  //.  3.  718. 
Streem,  J.  river,  current,  L.  2508;  stream, 

A  464 :  ray  (of  light),  2.  94. 
Streen,  1.  strain,  i.  e.   stock,   progeny, 

race,  E  157. 
Straight,  adf,  straight,  3.  957. 
Streifflit,  adv.  straight,   straightway,  A 

671. 
8treig>ht,  -e ;  see  Streoche. 
Strait,  o^r.  narrow.  A  1984;  scanty,  R. 

457 ;    B  4179 :  strict,  A  174 ;  pi.  scanty, 

small.  D  i4aiS.    A.  F.  estreit. 
Streite,  pp.  as  adj.  def.  drawn,  B  4547. 

(It  here  represents  Lat  stt^ ictus.) 
Streite,  adv.  closely.  T.  iv.  1689;  strictly, 

L.7a3:  tightly,  A  457. 
Streitnes,  s.  smallness.  A.  i.  21.  55. 
Stremeden,  pt.  pi.  streamed,  T.  iv.  247. 
Strentf ,  1.  string,  D  2067 ;  //.  5. 197. 
Strenffer,  adj.  comp,  stronger.  B  2410. 
BtrentfOBt,  strongest,  T.  i.  243. 
Btren^rest-feythed,  strongest  in  faith. 

T.  i.  1007. 
Stren^rthe,  s.  strength.  A  84;  force.  3. 

351 :  //.  sources  of  strength,  B  3248. 
Btrepen,  v.  strip,  E  1958;  do  str.  me, 

cause  me  to  be  stripped,  E  2200. 
Strete,  s.  street.   T.   ii.  612:    dai.   HF. 

1049 ;  street,  road.  way.  i.  70 ;  B  1683. 
Streyne.  v.  compress,  T.  iii.  1205 ;  strain. 

piess.  E  1753;  constrain,  E  144;   hold, 

confine,  R.  1471;  gtr.  to  compress.  T. 

iii.  107 x;    Streyne,  pr,  pi.   strain    (as 

through  a  sieve),  C  538. 
Btreyt,  adj.  small,  B  3.  m  2.  26. 
Strike.  /.  hank  (of  flax),  A  676. 
Stroffelest ;  see  Struffle. 
Stroke.  g«r,  to  stroke.  T.  iii.  1249. 
Strokes,  pi.  of  Strook. 
Strompeiee,  s.  pL  strumpets.  B  x.  p  x. 

54. 
Stronde.  dot.  shore,  L.  2x89;  Strondes. 

pi.  shores,  A  iqu 
Strong,  adj.  dimcult.  B  2635 ;  //.  severe, 

A  1338,  2771. 
StroDire,  adv.  securely,  R.  24X. 
Stroof .  //.  s.  of  Stry  ve. 


Btrook.  s.  stroke,  A  1701 ;  Strokes,  pi.  T. 

iii.  X067. 
Strouted,//.  s.  stuck  out,  A  3315. 
Strowe.  V.  strew,  L.  xoi  a. 
Stroyer,  destroyer,  5.  360. 
Strusrle.  V.  struggle,  E  2374 ;  Strogelest, 

2  pr.  s.  C  829. 
Stryf,  s.  quarrel,  strife,  A    X187,  2784; 

took  stryfss'took  up  the  cudgels,'  B  x. 

^  P  4.  93- 

Stryk.  s.  stroke,  mark,  A.  ii.  X2.  X9. 

Stryke,  v.  strike;  Stryken  out,  strike 
out,  D  1364;  Strike,  Z^^.  struck,  11.  35. 

Stryve,  v.  strive,  struggle,  xo.  30;  oppose, 
E  170 ;  Stroof,  //.  s.  strove,  vied,  A  X038. 

Stry  vlngre.  s.  striving,  strife,  B  2674. 

Stubbel-gooB,  s.  fatted  goose,  A  435X. 

Stubbes,  pi.  stumps,  A  X978. 

Studie,  s.  study.  A  303;  state  of  medi- 
tation, A  x^3o;  Study,  library,  F  1207, 
X214;  Studies,  pi.  endeavours,  B  3.  p  2. 
93 :  desires,  B  4.  p  2.  56. 

Studie,  V.  study,  A  X84;  ger.g^ve  heed,  I 
1090 :  Studieth,  pr.  s.  deliberates,  E  X955. 

Stuffed,  pp.  filled,  E  264. 

Sturdely,  adv.  boldly,  4.  82. 

Sturdlnesse,  s.  sternness,  E  700. 

Sturdy,  adj.  cruel,  hard,  harsh,  stem,  E 
698,  1049;  firm,  T.  ii.  1380;  D  2x62. 

Sty,  s.  pig-sty.  D  X829. 

Btye,  ger.  to  mount  up,  B  4.  p  6.  414. 

Style  (x),  J.  a  stile,  a  means  to  get  over 
a  barrier  by  climbing,  C  7x2,  V  106. 

Style  (2).  s.  style,  mode  of  writing,  F  105. 

Sty  ves.  pi.  stews,  D  1332. 

Styward.  s.  steward,  B  914. 

Suasioun,  s.  persuasiveness,  B  2.  p  x.  45. 

Subdekne,  s.  subdeacon,  I  891. 

Subgrit,  adj.  subject,  T.  v.  1790;  Subget, 
T.  i.  23X. 

Subflrlt.  s.  subject.  T.  ii.  828 ;  pi.  servants, 
D  1990. 

Subjeccion,  x.'(i),  suggestion,  (a  thing 
subjected  to  the  mind),  I  351;  (2),  siil>- 
jection,  obedience,  B  270;  submission. 
32;   subjection,  governance,  B  3656, 


JuSl?' 


Sublymatories,  s.  pi.  vessels  for  subli- 
mation. G  793. 

Sublsnned,  pp.  sublimed,  sublimated,  G 
774.  *  Sublimate,  to  bring  by  heat  into 
the  state  of  vapour' ;  Webster. 

SublyminflT.  s.  sublimation,  G  770. 

Submitted,  pp.  subjected.  B  5.  p  x.  44; 
ye  ben  s.,  ye  have  submitted,  B  35. 

Subtil,  adj.  subtle,  C  141 ;  ingenious,  A. 
pr.  60;  skilful,  L.  672:  finely  woven,  5. 
272. 


io8 
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SulytUltee,  s,  subUehr,  craft,  secret  knowl- 
edge, G  6ao:  skin,  craft,  G  844;  //. 
tricks,  E  2421. 

SubtiUy,  adv,  craftily,  A  6x0:  subtly,  F 

232. 

Subtiltee,  s,  subtlety,  F  140;  specious 
reasoning,  HF.  855:  skill,  B4509;  trick. 
D  149a 

Succedent,  s^,  a  '  succedent '  house,  A. 
ii.  4.  48.  The  succ4dent  houses  are  the 
second,  fifth,  eighth,  and  eleventh,  as 
these  are  abomt  to  fallow  the  most  im- 
portant houses,  which  are  the  first, 
faurth,  seventh,  and  tenth, 

Sucre,  s.  sugar,  T.  iii.  1194. 

Suored,  pp.  sugred,  T.  ii.  384. 

Siifflsaunce,  s,  sufficiency,  A  490;  suffi- 
cient food,  D  1843;  enough,  a  com- 
petence, 10.  15;   contentment,  B  4029; 

Sumaaunt,  adj,  sufficient,  good  enough, 
A  1631 ;  A.  pr.  7 ;  capable,  L.  2524 ;  well 
endowed,  L.  1067. 

Siifflsauntly,  adv,  sufficiently.  A.  pr.  43; 
availably.  B  2492. 

Sufftable,  adj,  patient.  D  442. 

Suffraunoe,  s.  longsuftenng.   B 
patience.  E  1x62;  Suffi^nce,  longsui 
ing,  B  3654 ;  permission.  F  7iB8. 

Siiftraunt,  pres,  pt.  as  s,  patient  man, 
T.  iv.  X584;  as  adj.  patient,  tolerant,  3. 

lOIO. 

Sufflre,  V.  suffer,  permit,  A  649;  endure, 

Suffyse,  V,  suffice,  B  3648 ;  Suffyseth,  (it) 
suffices,  X2.  X5 ;  Suilyce,  imp,  s.  be  con- 
tent (spend  ftiigally),  13.  2. 

SuflTffestioan,  1.  a  criminal  charge.  B 
3607 ;  hint,  I  33X. 

Susrre,  s,  sugar,  B  2046. 

Sukkenye.  1.  short  frock,  tunic,  R.  1232. 
O.  F.  souquanie;  F.  souqmenie  (Cotgrave). 

Simunltted.  pp.  submitted.  B  3.  p  10. 15 ; 
subjected.  B  4.  p  6. 145. 

Superfloe.  s,  sur&ce.  A.  i.  21.  ^ ;  in  the 
s.  of,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood 
of.  A.  i.  21. 32. 

Superflultee.  s,  superfluity,  excess,  A 
436 ;  over-abundance,  A.  pr.  5a 

Suppllen,  V,  supplicate,  entreat,  B  3. 
p  8.  II. 

Supportaoloun,  s.  support,  B  2332. 

Supprysed.  pp.  surprised.  T.  iii.  1184. 

Suroote,  s,  upper  coat,  A  6x7. 

Surement.  s.  pledge,  F  1534. 

Suretee,  1.  security.  D  903 ;  careless  con- 
fidence, 7.  215. 

Surfeet,  s,  surfeit,  I  913. 


8urmouxit6th,/r.  s,  surpasses,  L.  193. 

Surplys,  s,  surplice,  A  3333,  G  558. 

Svffqiildrle,  s,  over-conftlence.  presump- 
tion. I  403 ;  arrogance,  T.  i.  213.  O.  F. 
surquideru. 

Sursanure.  s.  a  wound  healed  outwardly, 
but  not  inwardly,  F  XI13. 

Surveyaunoe.  s.  surveillance,  C  95. 

Suspeoioun,  1.  suspicion,  T.  it  ^i. 

BuspeolouB,  adj,  ominous  of  en  I,  E  540. 

Susxieot.  ad^,  suspicious,  ominotis  of  evil, 
E54X. 

Suspect,  s.  suspicion,  B  2385. 

Sustenance,  s.  support,  Irving,  E  202. 

Sustene,  v.  sustain,  support,  F  86z ;  main- 
tain, I.  22:  endure,  B  2654;  uphold, 
preserve,  B  160;  hold  up  (herself).  7. 
177. 

Suster,  s,  sister,  L.  5^  986;  Her  suster 
love,  love  for  her  sister.  L.  236$;  Sus- 
tren.//.  T.  iii.  733 ;  Sustres.  pU  B  4057. 

Suwe,  ger,  to  follow,  T.  i.  379. 

Suyte,  1.  suit,  array  (of  like  kind).  A  3873 : 
Sute,  uniform  pattern.  3.  361. 

Swa.  so  (Northern),  A  4040. 

Swai,  //.  J.  of  Swelle. 

Swalowe,  v.  swallow,  HF.  1036. 

Swalwe,  s,  swallow,  A  3358. 

Swappe,  s,  a  swoop,  the  striking  of  a 
bird  of  prey,  HF.  543. 

Swai>pe,  ger,  to  swap,  strike,  E  586: 
Swapte,  //.  s,  dashed,  T.  iv.  356;  idl 
sudoenly,  E  1099:  Swap,  imp,  s.  strike 
off,  G  366. 

Swartish,  adj\  as  adv,  dark,  HF.  1647. 

Swatte,  pt.  s.  of  Swete. 

Swasm,  s.  servant-lad,   young   man.  A 

8we{gh,  s,  motion,  sway.  B  396. 

SweUetn,  /r.  1.  swells,  A  3743;  SwaJ. 
//.  s,  D  907;  np  swat,  was  pufled  up 
with  anger,  B  1750;  Swollen,  pp.  proud. 

E9SO. 
Swefte,  v.  die.  T.  iii.  347:  Sweh.  /r.  *. 
dies,  4.  138;  //.  s.  died.  E  1776;  lan- 


guished, fainted,  A  1356. 
•      *  "      ,B38 


Swelwe,  V.  swallow, 

Swerd,  s.  sword,  A  113. 

Swere,  v.  swear,  A  454;  Swoor.  1  pi.  s. 
E  3313 ;  Swore.  3  pt.  s.  L.  1378 ;  Swd6r. 
pi.  s.  swore,  7.  loi ;  Sworen,  pt  jpL  swore, 
B  344;  Sworn,  pp.  sworn  (to  the  con- 
trary), T.  iv.  976;  A  1089;  sworn  (to  do 
it),  G  68x ;  bound  by  oath.  F  x8 ;  swore 
(it  should  not  be  so),  D  64ia 

Swerinff,  s.  swearing.  C  631. 

Swete,  ad^.  sweet,  A  5,  3437 :  a$  s.  sweet 
one,  love.  3.  833, 
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Swate,  X.  sweetness,  5. 161. 

Swete,  V.  sweat,  G  579;  Swatte,  pt,  s, 
sweated,  B  1966. 

Swete  herte,  sweetheart,  T.  iii.  60. 

Swete-TiOlriTig,  Sweet-Looking,  R.  99a 

Swetneese,  s,  sweetness,  i.  51 ;  nourish- 
ment, 3. 41C. 

Swetter,  aaj,  comp.  sweeter,  R.  602, 76^ 

Swety,  ad/,  sweaty,  9.  a8. 

Sweven,  s.  dream,  R.  98;  //.  dreams, 

R.3- 

Swevenlnff,  s.  dream,  R.  26;  Sweven- 
inges  {pran,  swev'ninges),  R.  i. 

Sweynte,  /^.  as  de/,  adj,  tired  out,  sloth- 
ful, HF.  1783.    Pp,  of  swemAen, 

Swlch,  adj.  such,  A  3,  243,  313 ;  such  a 
thing.  B  4626 ;  Swich  a,  such  a,  B  3921 ; 
Swicb  oon,  such  a  one,  F  231. 

Swlmxne,  v.  swim,  A  ^550,  L.  2450 ;  Swom- 
men,  //.  //.  were  filled  with  swimming 
thines,  5. 188. 

Swiok,  s.  labour,  toil,  A  188, 54a 

Swlnke,  v.  toil,  labour,  T.  v.  m;  to 
cause  to  labour,  HF.  16;  pr,  pi.  work 
for,  G  21 ;  Swonken,/^.  toiled.  A  4235. 

Swlnker,  s,  labourer,  toiler,  A  531. 

S'Wlre,  s.  neck,  throat,  R.  325. 

S'WOffb,  5.  {i)  sough,  low  noise,  q.  247; 
murmur,  HF.  1031 ;  sigh,  groan,  A  3619; 
rustling  noise,  blast,  A  1979;  whisci^ 
noise,  HF.  1941;  Swogh,  (2)  swoon,  u 
799 ;  Swow,  grief,  3.  215. 

B^woUem,  pp.  proud,  E  95a 

S'wolow,  s.  gulf.  L.  H04. 

Swolwe,  V.  swallow,  H  36. 

8'WOxnmen,/r.//.  were  filled  with  swim- 
ming things,  5. 188. 

S'wonken,  pp.  toiled,  A  4235. 

Swoot,  s.  sweat.  G  578. 

Swote,  adj.  sweet,  A  2860,  3205;  //.  R. 

60.     See  Bote,  Swete. 
Swote,  adv.  sweetly,  T.  i.  158. 
Swouffb,  Bwow :  see  Swoflrb. 
Swoune,  Swowne,  v,  swoon,  fiunt,  T. 
ii.   574;    Swowned,  //.  s.  swooned,   A 

3943; /A  A  913-    ^ 

8'WO'W,  s.  swoon ;  hence,  anguish,  3.  21^ 

S'WO'wne,  s.  swoon,  F  1080;  Aswowne,  m 
a  swoon,  C  245. 

S'WO'VTXiiiiff  f  s.  swooning,  C  246. 

S'WTH,  s.  swine,  boar.  F  1254 ;  hog,  D  460. 

STrynos-heed,  s,  pig's  head  (a  term  of 
abuse),  A  4262. 

S'Wirtlie,  adv,  quickly,  C  796 ;  as  sw.,  as 
soon,  T.  V.  1384;  as  quickly  as  possible, 
immediately,  B  657,  U  936. 

Bvry^^f  V.  lie  with,  A  4178;  pp,  dis- 
honoured, A  38sa 


By,  saw;  pi. to/ See. 

Bye,  get,  to  sinlc  down,  T.  v.  182. 

Bye,  Syen,  saw ;  see  Bee. 

Byk,  adj.  sick,  ill;  /or  svk,  on  account 
of  being  sick,  D  ^;  Syke.  de/  F  1x00; 
//.  sick  persons,  T.  iii.  6x. 

Byk,  s.  sigh.  F  498. 

Byke,  v.  sigh,  T.  iiL  i^;  Syke,  ger.  to 
sigh  {but perhaps  read^yXe,  i.  e.  to  grieve, 
/or  ike  rime),  T.  ii.  884;  Syketh,/r.  1. 
sighs,  5. 404 ;  22.  62  (men  sigh) ;  Syked, 
//.  1.  sighed,  A  29185;  Sighte,  pt.  s. 
sighed,  B  1035. 

Sykliche.  04^'.  sickly,  T.  ii.  i^. 

83rmonia]8,  s.p/.  simoniacs,  1  784. 

83rmonye,  s.  simony.  D  1309. 

Byre,  s.  master  of  the  house.  D  713;  mas- 
ter, 5.  12. 

Bye,  Mum.  six  (at  dice),  B  3851. 

[Bsrte,  V.  to  grieve;  perfu^s  the  right 
reading  in  T.  ii.  884.] 

Bythe,  s.  time,  R.  80:  Sythe,  //.  (orig.  a 

rn.  pU.  A  X878 ;  ofie  sj^the,  oftentimes, 
233,  G  1031 ;  Sythes,//.  times,  A  485. 
Bythe,  s.  scythe,  L.  646. 


T',  for  lo./requenth prefixed  to  verbs ;  as 
taoyde,  tamende,  &c 

Taa,  V.  take  (Northern),  A  4129. 

Tabard,  s.  a  herald's  coat-owms,  hence, 
(i)  the  same,  as  an  inn-sign,  A  20;  (2) 
a  ploughman's  loose  frock.  A  541. 

Tabernacles,  //.  shrines.  HF.  123, 1190. 

Table,  s.  table.  A  100;  (abte  dormaunt, 
permanent  side-table,  A  353;  tablet, 
writing-tablet,  3.  780;  tablet,  plate, 
HF.  142;  table  (of  the  law),  C  639;  one 
of  the  thin  plates  on  which  almican- 
teras  are  engraved,  A.  ii.  21.  6 ;  at  table, 
at  board,  i.  e.  entertained  as  a  k>dger. 
G  1015 ;  Tables,  pL  tables  (for  calcula- 
tion), F  1273;  dining-tables,  B  1442; 
writing-tablets,  D  1741 ;  plates,  A.  i.  14- 
3 ;  the  game  of '  tables  *  or  back-gammon, 
F900. 

Tabour,  s.  small  drum,  D  2268. 

Taboiiren,/r.//.  drum,  dm,  L.  354- 

Tabregrsre,  fir  To  abregge,  to  abridge, 
shorten.  T.  iiL  295. 

Tabreyde,  /or  To  abreyde,  to  awake.  T. 
V.  520. 

Tabyde,  for  To  abyde,  to  abide,  T.  v. 
33. 

Tache,  s.  defiect,  21. 18.    See  Teoches. 

Taoheye,  for  To  acheve,  to  achieve,  L. 
2111. 


no 
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Tacompte,  for  To  acompte,  to  reckon 

up,  2a.  17. 
Taoord,  for  To  accord,  i.e.  to  agreement, 

H98. 
Tacorde,/^  To  acorde,  to  agree,  i.  37. 
Tacoye,  for  To  acoye,  to  decoy,  T.  v. 

782. 
Taffata,  j.  tafieta,  A  44a 
TafOraye,  for  To  aflraye,  to  frighten,  E 

Tamaffes,  s.pL  taxes,  I  567. 

Taille,  J.  tally,  an  account  scored  upon 
two  similarly  notched  sticks,  A  570,  B 
1606. 

Take,  V.  seise,  T.  ii.  a8o;  present,  offer. 
G  823;  ger,  to  take,  A  34;  Takestow, 
takest  thou,  G  435 ;  Take  me,  i  pr,  s, 
betake  mvseU;  B  1985;  Took,  i  //.  1. 
drew  in,  breathed  in,  B  i.  p  3.  3  (Lat. 
JkoMsi);  hit,  l>7^\jM,  s,  handed  over, 
gave.  B  1484;  had,  B  19a;  Toke,  a  //.  s. 


ao;  Tak,  imp,  s,  receive,  B  117;  accept 

as  a  result,  A.  ii.  35.  57 ;  /a>&  i^pe,  take 

heed,  observe.  B  3757;  /aJk  she^  let  her 

take.   5.   46a;    Taketh,  imp,  pi.   take. 

4,9. 
Takel,  j.  tackle,  archery-gear,  arrows,  A 

106. 
Tald,  pp,  told  (Northern),  A  4307. 
Tale,  J.  tale,  A  3136;  story,  A  36,  841; 

account,  B  4308;  enumeration.  E  383; 

/  gamfinde  a  taU  to  Mim^  I  thought  of 

something  to  say  to  him,  3.  536;  UlU 

taU,  give  an  account  of^  A  33a 
Tale,  V,  tell  a  Ule,  talk,  speak,  T.  ill. 

1235:  Talen,  ger.  to  tell  uUes,  A  773; 

pr.  s.  suij,  talk  about,  I  378. 
Talent,  1.  inclination,  wish,   desire,   B 

2439,  desire,  appetite,  C  540;  longing, 

B  2.  p  I.  xa. 
TaUnff ,  s,  tale-telUng.  B  1624. 
Talifirhte,  for  To  alighte.  L  e.  to  alight, 

E909. 
Talle,  adf,  docile,  obsequious,  4.  38.     (A 

rare  sense.) 
Tamende,  for  To  amende,  to  redress,  E 

TanoyeD,  for  To  anoyen,  to  injure,  B 

Tanswere,  i.  e.  to  answer.  D  1589. 

Tapee,  pi.  tapes.  A  3241. 

Tapicer,  s.  upholsterer,  maker  of  carpets. 

».^?^- 

Tapite,  V.  cover  with  tapestry,  3.  96a 

Tappe,  s.  tap,  A  3890, 389a. 


Tappeatere,  s.  female  tapster,  barmaid, 

A  241, 3336. 
TardUas,  s.  slowness,  I  718. 
Tare,  s.  tare,  kind  of  weed,  A  157a 
Tare8te,>r  To  areste,  to  arrest,  F  1370. 
Targre,  s.  target,  shield,  A  471;  defence. 

1. 176. 
Tvlen,  V.   tarry,  B  983;   delay   (osed 

actively),  F  73;    i/r.  s.  tany,  T.  ifi. 

i»9S ;  fP'  delayed,  T.  ii.  1739. 
Tarraye,  for  To  arraye.  to  array,  anange, 

E061. 
Tart,  adj.  of  sharp  flavour,  pungent,  A  381. 
Tartre,  s.  tartar,  G  813;  oiUe  of  Tartre, 

(probably)  cream  of  tartar,  or  bitartntie 

of  potassmm,  A  630. 
Tarylngre,  s.  tanymg.  delay.  A  821. 
Tas,  s.  heap,  A  X005, 1000,  loaa   O.  F.  tat. 
Taaeaille,  for  To  assaiue,  i.  e.  to  asnfl, 

Eii8a 
Taaaaye,  for  To  assaye.  to  test,  pfove. 

try.  E  454, 1075. 
Tasaeled,   pp.  fringed,  provided  with 

tassels.  R.  1079,  A  3251. 
Taaaemble,  for  To  assemble,  to  bring 

together,  D  89^ 
TasaoUle,  for  To  assoile,  i.  e.  to  afasohre. 

C933. 
TaasurefySw  To  assure,  B  1231. 
Tast,  s,  taste,  relish  (for),  5.  160. 
Taate,  v.  tnr,  test.  L.  1993;  pt.  s.  ex> 

perienced,  T.  i.  ^;  im^.  s.  fieel,  G  509. 
Tauffhte,  pt.  s.  ofTech^ 
Tavemer,  1.  iniuceeper,  C  685. 
Tavyee,  /^  To  avyse  (me),  to  dcUbeiais. 

B1496. 
Tawayte,y^To  awayte,  to  dwell,  remain, 

as-?- 

Taylaffe,  1.  taxation.  9.  54. 

Teoobee,  pi.  evil  quahties.  defects.  T.  iii. 
characteristics.  HP.  1778. 

*  I,  instruct,  A  306, jnr.  to 
show.'  R.  518 ;  Techen.  v.  direct.  B  4x39; 
ger.  to  inform  (him  oO»  I^  13^6;  Tanghte, 
I  pt.  s.  taught,  told,  D  zo^ 

Te  deum,  the  anthem  so  called,  D  1866. 

Taer,  s.  tear,  E  1104. 

Tehee,  ittterj.  (denoting)  langfater,  bee- 
hee  1  A  3740. 

Telle,  V.  tell,  recount,  relate,  A  38;  coos- 
pute.  3.  440;  gor.  to  tell,  to  be  told,  F 
447 :  1  pr.s.  account.  B  4344 ;  Telle  no 
tale,  set  no  store,  5.  326;  T^les,  pr.  s, 
(Northern  form),  tells,  3. 73;  HP.  496; 
Tolde,  1  pt.  s.  counted,  HP.  1380;  ac- 
counted, b  am,  208;  pt.  pL  esire mrd. 
T.  i.  131 ;  iUrdtoU,  heard  (it)  toki,  T.  t 
197 ;  Tolde,  pp.  pi,  told,  B  ^ 


935;  chai 
Teone,  v. 
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Tembrace,  for  To  embrace,  T.  v.  224; 
E  iioi. 

Temen,  v.  bring;  Umen  tu  on  here,  bring 
us  on  our  bier,  let  us  die,  HF.  1744. 

Temper,  s.  mood.  R.  346. 

Temperaunce,  s,  temperance,  modera- 
tion, F  785. 

TMnpeet,  s.  storm.  A  406;  tempest  (al- 
luding to  a  passage  in  Statins),  A  884. 

Tempest  thee,  imp.  s.  violently  distress 
thyself,  13.  8 ;  a  fr,  s,  subj,  vex,  perturb, 

Ba.p4.75.       ^.  ^  .. 

Tempestoas,  adj,  tempestuous,  T.  u.  5. 
Temple,  1.  inn  ot  court.  A  567. 
Temprede,  //.  s.  modulated.  B  3.  m  la. 

aa;  fp.  tempered,  G  9a6.    (In  alchemy. 

to  temper  is  to  adjust  or  moderate  heat.) 
Tempe,    s,    tense;    fuiur  ttmps,  future 

tense,  time  to  come,  G  875. 
Temptour,  1.  tempter,  D  1655. 
Tan,  ten.  A  454 ;  ten  so  wood,  ten  times  as 

mad,  L.  735. 
TenlMrace,  to  embrace,  B  1891. 
Tenoresen,  to  increase,  E  1808. 
Tendure.  to  endure,  E  756,  811. 
Tendyte,  /or  To  endyte,  to  compo3e, 

write,  T.  L  6 ;  to  relate,  A  laoQ. 
Teoe,  /.  vexation,  A  3106;  sorrow,  grief, 

T.  V.  340;  cross,  trouble,  T.  ii.  6z.    A.  S. 

tiona. 
Tenour,  s.  outline  of  the  story,  L.  939. 
TenQoere,  /or  To  enquere,  to  ask,  E 1543. 
Tenspyre,  /or  To  enspyre,  i.  e.  to  in- 
spire. G  X47a 
Tenthe,   tenth.    HF.   63,    11 1;    Tenthe 

some,    company    of  ten.    T.    ii.    1249. 

(Sometimes  tettihe  some  means  '  ten  in 

all.-} 
Tentifly,   adv.   attentively,   carefully,   E 

334* 

Tercel,  adf.  male  (of  an  eagle),  5.  393, 
449;  //•  S-  540;  «  ^.  maJe  eagle.  5. 405. 

Teroeiet,  /.  male  falcon,  5.  529.  ^33;  F 
504.  6ai;  Tercelets.  pt.  male  birds  of 
pr^y*  5*  ^;  ^^^^  hawks,  F  648. 
*  'lierceUi,  m.  the  tassel  I.  or  male  of 
any  kind  of  hawke,  so  tearmed,  be- 
cause he  b,  commonly,  a  third  part 
lesse  then  the  female ' ;  Cotgrave. 

Tere,  1.  tear,  B  3351. 

Tere,  v.  tear,  B  Z3a6;  scratch,  R.  335; 
Torn./^.  L.  3103. 

Terlns,  1.  //.  tarins,  siskins.  R.  66$.  F. 
iarim, 

Terme,  1.  set  time,  appointed  time,  T.  v. 
696;  period,  space  of  time,  'term,'  a 
portion  of  the  xodiac.  being  one-third 
of  a  'sign,'  or  lo^  F  xa88;  (during  the) 


term,  A  1029;  terme  of  his  fyve,  whilo 
he  lives,  G  1479 ;  iw  terme,  in  set  phrases. 
C3II :  //.  pedantic  phrases.  A  323;  legal 
jargon,  R.  199;  periods,  A  3038;  terms. 
C  51.  F  1266. 

Terme-day,  s.  appointed  day,  3.  73a 

Termyne,  v.  determine,  express  in  '  good 
set  terms.'  5.  530. 

Terrestre,  adj.  earthly,  E  1333. 

Terve,  pr.  s.  subj,  flay.  G  1274  {so  in  MS. 
E) ;  Terved  {not  Temed).  pp.  skinned. 
G  1 171  {so  /«  MS.  E.).  This  is  certainly 
the  right  word;  in  G  1171,  read  terved 

fnot  torned],  and  in  G  1274,  read  terve 
not  tome}.  See  my  letter  in  the  Athe- 
naeum. Mar.  24,  1894.  So  in  Havelok. 
603,  for  tirneden  read  tirnedem  ^  tirve- 
den,  i.  e.  rolled  back. 

Tery,  adj.  tearful,  T.  iv.  821. 

Tescape,  to  escape,  F  1357. 

Tespye,  for  To  espye,  to  spy  out,  espv, 
B  X989.  4478. 

Testers,  pL  hrad-piecrs.  A  2499. 

Testes,  s.  pi.  vessels  for  assaying  meuls 
(Tyrwhitt).  G  8x8. 

Testif ,  adj.  heady,  headstrong,  T.  v.  80a ; 
A  4004. 

Tete,  s.  teat,  A  3704. 

Texpounden,  to  expound,  B  17x6. 

Text,  i.  text,  quotation  from  an  author, 
B  45;  saying,  A  177,  182;  text  (as  op- 
posed to  a  gloss),  3.  333. 

Textuel,  adj.vitW  versed  in  texts,  learned. 

„H  235;  I  57. 

7oy d,  pp.  tied,  bound.  E  2432. 

Teyne,  s.  a  thin  plate  of  metal,  G  1225. 
1229.    Lat.  tienitu 

Th*,  for  The;  common,  as  in  thabsence. 
for  the  absence. 

Tnabeence,  the  absence,  A  1239. 

Thadversitee,  the  adversity,  K  756. 

Thakketh,  pr.  s,  strokes,  pats.  L>  1559. 
A.S.  paccian. 

Thalil^hte,  for  Thee  alighte;  in  thee 
altj^hte,  alignted  in  thee.  B  i66a 

Thank,  s.  expression  of  thanks.  A  612; 
thanks.  E  2388:  can  tk.,  owes  thanks, 
A  x8o8;  kts  tk.,  the  thanks  tu  him, 
\^  452:  my  tkankes,  by  my  goodwill, 
willingly.  R.  x666;  kis  tkankes,  of  his 
free  will,  willingly.  A  X626;  kir  tkankes, 
of  their  own  will.  A  2x14. 

Thanke.  i  pr.  s.  thank.  E  1088;  Th.  hit 
thee,  thank  thee  for  it,  la  5X. 

Thaxine,  adv.  then.  D  2004.  I  i<M :  Than, 
then.  A  X2;  next.  5.324;  er  tkan,  sooner 
than.  )>efore.  G  899. 

Thar,  pr,  s.  impers,  (it)  is  necessary,  is 


tI2 
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needful;  Mar  ye.  it  is  TJeedful  Ihal  yc, 
B  2155;  tkar  tAee.\\  is  Dcedhil  for  ihee, 
you  need,  a?^  Oiou  needst,  D  339,  3;i6, 
1365,  H  352;  kirn  tkar,  it  is  needfu!  fur 
hiprii  he  needs.  T.  iu  1661 ;  he  must. 
A  4300;  HiurttH  p(*  J-;  ^^-  *'W.  he 
Deeded,  R.  1089.  1334 ;  ytJw  f^ur^e,  you 
wiiuhl  nred,  you  need,  T.  iii.  57^- 
Tbarlvttll©,    the    arnvjiJ,   the    landing, 

Tharmes,  the  arms,  armarial  beaiuigs, 

HF.  1411^ 
Tb»tT&y,  the  array,  A  716. 
Thajocry^/or  The  ascrv,  the  alarni,  T*  ii. 

Git, 
Thassay,  the  assay,  the  endeavrour,  5.  a. 
Thaaaege,   the  siege,  T.  iv.  1480;    the 

besieging  force,  T.  iv.  63, 
Tha.56emb]ee,  the  as-iembly,  B  4s|, 
Thasgembllage .  the  assrm'tjUng,  B  S431. 
That,  rfi.pr^n,  thai  which,  wbon^  3.  979; 

th4t  (^fy  from  whom,  3,  964;    Fhiit  go^, 

the  one,  A  4013 ;  ThwX  other,  the  other, 

A  4013;  That,  with  reference  to  Wtldin, 

G  236;  if  that,  if,  3-  969,  971. 
Thft^entayle,   yfer  The    aveyjliylc,   tlie 

nK-njihpiece  of  a  helmet,  T,  v.  1558, 
Tba  vision,   for  The  a  vision^  the  vision. 

Thavye,  the  advice,  A  3076* 
The,  ^^f  art  A  3.  &c, 
Th.^;    oj  in  The  bet,  by  so   much   the 
belter,  3,  668 ;  The  1^,  by  so  mueh  the 


The^le,  the  ej^le.  B  3573. 
Their,  iht-  iisr.  D  1^39% 
Thetobasa&doura,  the  v 

iv,  14C1.  145. 
Theme,  j.  text.  ibe»»,  C  333. 435. 
Thamperoiar,  the  empei^r,  3,  ^ 
Tbt^n,  i'-'ff/.  ibaii,  L-  1S93,  309a. 
Tbeticena,  the  incenie,  A  3377,  aggi. 
TliencbaimtenieQts,  //,  the  epebut^ 

mc-nib.  A  1944H 
Thenche,  r^  imagiue,  A  jasj;.^ 
TbenchsGOQ,   ^r   The   enehevoa.   ftie 

reason,  tr^use,  T.  v,  633. 
ThencreoB,  the  increase,  A  375. 
Th&title,  liie  end,  B  433,  96s  3=6^ 
Theng^endring-,  the  cngendni^,  the  prv- 

cess  o*  ptiiduction,  HF.  96a. 
Theng'yn,   the    (iwarlikej     et^nc   Ht\ 

1934. 
Tbeufce,  E'*  think  of.  s-  3»i ;   i  /r-  J.<h»k. 

intend,    E   ^fi ;     'nit^nke^toir,  ihicfa^ 

thou,  T,  jv.  849,  K>8S;  'llittghU^  i/fej; 

thouebi,  3.  44^  \  Thmk«  on.  fbtni  i| 

Thence,  d4^\  thin,  A  4066. 
Tbeuiifl,  -ti^t',  then,  T.  ii,  aio. 
Thenne,  j^.  thaice,  D  1141, 
ThGQnee,   o^l  thenct;.    i,  r.  #wiiv   l>«n 

tliiit  piiice.  T.  i».  695  ;  thmce,  R,  7^1 . 

flj  J.  the  place  thai.  G  66; 
TheoMflB-forth,  acAy.  thenceforth,  B  1755* 
TbettteoolOXUlf  the  intention,  G  t^^ 
Tbentento^  for  The  etitente,  the  di^n. 
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Ther.blfore,  adv,  before  that  time,  D  631 ; 
beforehand,  E  689,  730. 

Ther-bifom,  adv,  beforehand,  A  9034; 
^  previously,  A  3997. 

Tnerby ,  by  it,  to  it,  D  984 ;  into  posses- 
sion of  it,  F  iii^:  beside  it,  R.  1x84. 

Ther-tore,  adv.  therefore,  A  189 ;  for  that 
purpose,  A  809;  on  that  account,  L. 
1863;  on  that  point,  E  1141;  for  it,  L. 

Therfro,  therefixim,  from  it,  HF.  895. 

Ther-ixme,  therein,  in  it,  B  1945.  3573. 

Tber-of,  adv,  with  respect  to  that,  E  644; 
concerning  that,  3.  1133;  A  462;  from 
that,  3. 1 166;  thereby,  1  314;  of  it,  2a  8. 

Ther-on,  adv,  thereupon,  A  160 ;  thereof, 

F3. 
Ther-otxte,  cLdv,  out  there,  out  in  the  open 

air,  B  336a;  outside  there,  G  1136. 
Therthe,  the  earth,  R.  1433. 
Therto,  adv,  besides,  moreover,  D  1351 ; 

to  it,  2.  100 ;  likewise,  R.  1363. 
Ther-upon,  adv.  immediately,  A  819. 
Ther-whyleB,  whilst,  B  5.  p  6.  350. 
Therwlth,  adv.  withal,  for  all  that,  3. 954 ; 
moreover.  F  931 ;  thereupon,  3.  375 ;  at 
the  same  time,  B  3210. 
Tber-wlth-al,  thereupon.  A  1078 ;  there- 
with, with  it,   by  means  of  it,  A  566; 
beside  it,  besides,  R.  226;  at  once,  L. 
148 ;  thereat.  L.  864. 
Thescliaunflre,  the  exchange,  1\  iv.  146. 
Tbeschewinff,    the  avoiding  (of  any- 
thing), 5. 14a 
Tbestat,  the  estate,  the  xanlc,  condition, 

A  716. 
Tliewed,  pp. ;  wel  thewed,  of  good  dis- 
position, 4. 180. 
Thewes,  s.  pi,  habits,  natural  qualities, 
E   409,  15^;    good   qualities,    virtues, 
G  loi ;  customs,  habits,  manners,  T.  ii. 
733;  morals,  HF.  1834. 
Tnexoellent,  the  excellent,  B  15a 
Tliaxouse,  thee  excuse,  D  1611. 
Tliexecucion,  the  execution,  10.  65. 
Tbexp^ri^nce,  the  experience,  E  2338. 
Tliider,  adv.  thither,  A  1263. 
Tlilder-ward,  adv.  thither,  A  3530. 
TliUdce,  adj.  thick,  A  549;  stout,  plump. 

A  3973- 
Tliikke.  adv.  thickly.  R.  1396. 
Tlii]£]£e-herd.  adj.  thick-haired,  A  3518. 
Tliilclce-sterred,    ad;,   thickly    covered 

with  stars,  A.  ii.  33.  2. 
Tlillliie,  that.  R.  660.  &c.;  such  a.  A  182; 

that  same,  A  1x93;   that  sort  of,  I  50; 


^L  those,  HF.  173. 
Tnlmacref  " 


the  image,  L.  176a 


Thinsr,  s.  (act.  C  156;  property,  wealth, 
R.  306;  deed,  legal  document,  A  335; 
for  atty  things  at  any  cost,  A  376 ;  Thing, 
//.  things,  L.  XX,  3240;  Thinges,  //. 
things,  A  175;  matters  of  business,  B 
1407:  poems.  L.  364;  pieces  of  music, 
F  78 ;  services,  prayers,  B  X38i. 

Thingrot,  the  ingot,  G  1333. 

Thlnke,  v.  seem,  T.  i.  405;  Thinketh, 
pr.  s.  impers.  (it)  seems,  B  1901 ;  m$  th.^ 
It  seems  to  me,  A  37,  3207 ;  koto  th.  yaw, 
how  does  it  seem  to  you,  D  2204; 
Thoghte,  //.  s.  impers.  (it)  seemed,  L. 
1697;  me  thoughte,  it  seemed  to  ine,  A 
385;  him  tk.,  it  seemed  to  him,  A  682; 
us  th.,  it  seemed  to  us,  A  785 ;  hir  th.,  it 
seemed  to  her,  D  965,  967. 

Thlnne,  adj.  thin,  A  67^;   poor,  feeble. 


9.  36 ;  E  1682 ;  scanty,  limited,  G.  741. 


Thlrieth,  pr,  s.  pierces,  7.  311;  pp.  A 


This,' A  17s,  &c;  contracted  form  </this 
is,  T.  ii.  363,  iii.  936,  v.  151 ;  This  is, 
pronounced  this,  5.  4x1,  630;  A  1091, 
D  91;  Thise  (dhiiz),//.  (monosyllabic), 
A  701,  B  59,  &c. 

Tho,  pi.  those,  A  498. 1123.  3351, 3346. 

Tho,  adv.  then,  at  that  time,  A  993,  3339, 
&c. :  still,  3.  1054, 

Tbocoident,  the  Occident,  the  west,  B 

Thofflce,  the  office,  the  duty,  B  3863. 
Thofirht,  s.  anxiety.  B  X779,  E  80. 
ThOfirhtful,  adj.  moody,  I  677. 
Tholde,  pi.  the  old,  D  857. 
Tholed,  pp.  suffered.  D 1546.  A.  S.  polian. 
Thombe.  s.  thumb,  A  563. 
Thonder.  s.  thunder,  A  493. 
Thonder-dlnt,   s.  stroke   of  lighming, 

D  376 ;  -dent,  thunder-clap,  A  3807. 
Thonder-leyt.  s.  thunder-bolt,  B  i.  m  4. 

12 ;  lighming,  I  839. 
Thonke,  ipr.  s.  thank,  E  380. 
Thondur,  the  honour.  B  1767,  E  1449. 
Thorgrb.  prep,  through,  5. 127,  129. 
Thorient,  the  orient,  the  east,  B  3871. 

Thonsrinal,  the  original,  L.  1558. 
Thorlsonte.  the  horison,  E  1797,  F  1017. 
Thorlaoun.  the   orison,  the   prayer,  A 

2261. 
Tho]i>e8,  pi.  villages,  5.  3sa 
Thoru8rli.paa8en,/r.//.  penetrate,  B  4. 

m  3.  49. 
Thoueht.  s.  anxiety,  T.  i.  579. 
Thouftbe,  s.  thumb,  A.  i.  i.  2. 
Thoiirfirh-erlrt, /^.  struck  through,  T.  ir. 

627.    From  yi.%.gurden,  to  strike. 
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Thral,  /.  thfall  slave,  sybje^t,  ^ervatit, 

B  3343.  ClBa,  P  iSS-      ^ 
Ttirii,   a  J/,  enthralled,  A  iSS^.   1    137^ 
i'hr^n^.pl  enthmlled,  B  275*1  THt*!,  as 

Tiiraldom,  j.  slavery,  B  a86.  338. 
TtiraUa,  i'.  subject,  T.  i,  335 ;  subjugate, 

R.  SSa. . 
Thraate,  //.  i.  thrust,  T*  11.  1155. 
Tbrade,  v,  thread,  ft.  99. 
Tlireed,  s.  thread,  A  2030 ;    rfairsd   (of 

tk^tinv).  T,  V.  7. 
Threpo,  i  /*-.  ;>/.  (we)  call,  assert  to  b«. 

Tbreabfold,  r,  threshold,  A  3483^ 
TbreBte,  :^,  thrust,  jmah.  A  9613; /^^/Z. 

vexed,  r.  iv.  254, 
Threte,  f-  thre^iea.  U  754. 

Threttp,  j*^'.  thirty,  F  136S, 

Thrtdde,  third,  A  "1463.  2371. 

Thrift,  J.   success,  welfare,   T,    ii.    647; 

profit,  success,  G  739,  1435 ;  £offd  tkrifi 

iad.  prajred  for  the  welfare  fof),  blessed, 

T.  iiJ.  1349;  ^y  my  tkrip,  if  I  sucoeed, 

T.  i:,  1433. 
Thrf ftledt^H  mo%i  successful,  T«  i.  loSi ; 

inoil  thri%'mg,  T.  il.  737* 
Thriftily,  zidv,  carefully,  A   i^;    proG(* 

ablv.  A  3131 ;  eticouragingly,  r  1174* 
Thrifty,  iidj,  profitable  (to'  the  buyer), 

1^  13S;   serviceable,  D  338;   provident  ^ 


7'  197^ 


^  _-,,.  T*  i.-  rc  . 


Thrye,  nAr.  thncf.  \\  it.  IE9.  4^5. 

Tbry«B,  tiife'.  Ihrice,  A  03,  4*3. 

Thryvo,  i'.  thrive,  prcsspet.  K  ryi;  /m 
G  141 1 ;  M0  ikr,  /,  stA  I  h<^pe  It)  ^ftm, 
D  1764;    Thtof,  pL   r,  iloutislled,  II  3 


111  4*  s. 
Tbryvma 


Iff©,  iiifj.  tftgoftttW,  0  s,  m  f 

{ Kai.  vtj^mth 
Tbunwonlltest.  the  unwartliiest^  37. 
Thurtto,  /L  i.  imp^rs^  {with  jiwj, 

would  need,  you  iiv«d.  X  til.  sm 

Thftr.  *^ 

Thure-h,  pt^.  throtich,  t,  97;  bf  nc«i 

of  A  gao. 
Thurgh-dorted,  /»^»  trMnsixed  wtil  i 

ijart,  r.  L  325. 
Tbungbfare,  /.  thoroughiare,  A  SI4T' 
Thurgb-g^irt,   pp.    pierced   lhttiti|h.  A 

lOlO- 

Tburghout,  pr^p.  ihroughout  F  41*;  il 
tlirough,  B  356,  464 ;   quite  thtouig^,  C 

Thurgb^ehoten,  pp.  sliot  itirough.  T-  ^ 

3»5- 
Tbtirrok,   j,    sink,    the    low«9t   ioiPfPil 

part  of  a  chip's  huU«  1  j&j,.  715,   A.S, 

Thurflt,  i.  ihtrsl,  B  iod. 

Tbiiretetb*  ^.  j.  ihit^is,  X »-,  t+cS;  pt^ 

impen.  he  was  thirsty ,  B  3399^ 
Thtirt« ;  see  Thar. 
TbWitdlp  J.  large  kDife,  wblffle,  A 


»« 
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TIterinff,  s.  hesitation,  vacillation,  T.  ii. 

Tltieleea,  adj,  without  a  title,  usurping. 
H  023. 

To  (tdd),  1.  toe,  A  2726 ;  Toon, //.  B  4053 ; 
Toos,//.  B4370. 

To  (t66),  /r^.  to,  A  3;  gone  to,  A  30; 
(qsed  after  its  case),  G  1449:  for,  1. 184; 
as  to,  as  for,  L.  3096;  Aim  to,  for  him,  3. 
771 ;  to  thai,  until,  4.  339. 

To,  adv.  too,  B  3139 ;  moreover,  beside,  T. 
L  ^40*.  overmuch.  G  1433;  to  badde,  too 
evil,  very  evil,  L.  3597. 

To-  (i),iMteMswe prefix,  lit.  in  twain,  asun- 
der.   A.  S.  /tf-.  G.  zer-. 

To-  (3),  preposiHonal prefix,  as  in  To-forn. 
A.  S.  to-,  G.  SM-. 

To-bete,  v,  beat  amain,  T.  v.  1763;  beat 
■  severely.  G  405. 

To»breke,  v.  break  in  pieces ;  pr,  j.  (it) 
breaks  in  pieces.  R.  377;  breaks  asun- 
der, G  907;  is  violently  broken.  HF. 
779;  To-broken,  pp,  broken  in  pieces, 
destroyed,  z6.  i ;  To-broke,  pp,  broken 
in  hatf,  D  377 ;  severely  bruised.  A  4377. 

To-breste,  v,  burst  in  twain.  T.  ii.  608 ; 
fr,  s.  subj,  may  (she)  break  in  twain,  T. 
IV.  1546;  mav  be  broken  in  twain,  i.  16; 
fr,  pi,  break  in  pieces.  A  361 1;  To- 
brosten,/^.  broken  in  twain,  A  3691. 

To-cleve,  v.  cleave  in  twain,  T.  v.  613. 

To-da88hte,//.i.  dashed  violently  about. 
R.  337 ;  pp,  much  bruised,  T.  ii.  640. 

Tode,  1.  toad,  I  636. 

To-drawen,  pr.  pi  allure.  B  4.  m  3. 46; 
To-drowen,  //.  //.  tore  in  pieces,  B  i. 
p  3.  43 ;  To-drawen,  pp,  distracted,  B  i. 

To-driven,  pp,  scattered,  L.  1380. 
To-forn, /r//.  before,  F  368;  god  to-/om, 

in  God's  sight.  T.  i.  1049. 
To-fom,  adv,  in  front,  beforehand,  B  5. 

p  6.  300. 
To-6reder,  adv.  together.  5. 555 ;  To-gider, 
•     B  3333 ;   To-gidre,  A  834. 
Togiit,  ndj,  taut.  D  3367. 
To-flTO,  pp.  dispersed,  L.  653. 
To-irreve,  v.    grieve    excessively,  T.  i. 

lOOI. 

To-haneron,  v.  put  to  death  by  hanging, 

HF.  1782. 
To-hepe,  adv.  (lit.  into  a  heap),  together, 

T.  lii.  1764 ;  L.  2009. 
To-hewen,  ^r. //.  hew  in  twain.  A  2609; 

pp.  cut  through,  T.  ii.  638;  To-hewe,>^. 

hewn  in  pieces,  B  430. 
Toke,  2//.  1.  tookest,  3.  483;  pt.pl.  took, 

F  1340;  received,  F  356. 


To-lauflrb,  pr.  s.  laughs  out,  laughs  exces- 
sively, T.  ii.  1 108.  (Short  for to^aug fifth. ) 

Told,  -e ;  see  Telle. 

Tollen  (i).  t/.  take  toll.  A  562. 

ToUen  (2).  v.  attract,  entice,  B  2.  p  7.  18. 

Tombeateres,  s.  pi.  fern,  dancing  girls, 
lit.  female  tumblers,  C  477.  A.  S.  turn- 
bian,  to  tumble,  dance. 

Tomblinere,  pres.  pt.  as  adj.  fleeting, 
transitory.  B  2.  m  3.  21  (Lat.  caducis). 

To-melte,  v.  melt  utterly.  T.  iii.  348. 

Tongre,  s.  tongue.  3.  930;  A  265;  dot. 
speech,  language,  16.  21. 

Tongred,  //.  tongued.  3.  927. 

Toneres,  s.  pi.  tongs,  I  555. 

Tonne,  j.  tun,  barrel,  cask.  A  3894. 

Tonne-grreet,  adj.  great  as  a  tun,  A  1994. 

Toon,Too8,  //.  0/  To,  s. 

Tooth-ake,  j.  toothache,  R.  1098. 

Top,  s.  top,  A  2915;  top  (of  the  mast), 
main-top.  L.  639;  tuft  of  hair,  C  255; 
top  (of  the  head).  A  590;  crown  (of  the 
head),T.  iv.  996;  Top  and  tail,  begin- 
ning and  end,  HF.  880. 

To-race,  pr.pl.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  E  572. 
Here  race  is  probably  short  for  arace,  to 
tear  up. 

Tord,  s.  piece  of  dung.  B  2120.  C  955. 

To-rende,  pr.  pi.  subj.  tear  in  pieces,  T. 
ii.  790 ;  To-rente,  pt.  s.  distracted.  T.  iv. 
341;  rent  asunder,  B  3215;  tore  in 
pieces,  L.  820;  To-rent,  pp.  rent  in 
pieces,  C  Z02,  E  1012. 

Torets,  pi.  small  rings  on  the  collar  of  a 
dog,  A  2152.    See  Turet. 

Tormentingre,  1.  torture,  £  1038. 

T6nnent6ur,  s.  tormentor,  la  18;  exe- 
cutioner, B  818. 

Tonnentrye,  s.  torture,  D  251. 

Tonnentyse,  s.  torment,  B  3707. 

Tom,  s.  turn,  C  815. 

Tomen,  v.  turn,  G  1403;  return,  A 
1488. 

Tomey.  s.  tourney,  T.  iv.  1669. 

To-romblen,  v.  rumble,  crash,  U  1218. 

Tortuos,  adj.  lit.  tortuous,  i.  e.  oblique, 
applied  to  the  six  si^ns  of  the  zodiac 
(Capricom  to  Gemini),  which  ascend 
most  rapidly  and  obliquely;  Tortuous. 
B302. 

To-8catered,  pp.  dispersed,  D  1969. 

To-8hake,  pp.  shaken  to  pieces.  L  962 ; 
iosse<l  about.  L.  1765. 

To-shlvered,  pp.  been  destroyed.  5.  493. 

To-ahrede,  pr.  pi,  cut  into  shreds,  A 
26094^ 

To-slitered,  pp.  slashed  with  numerous 
cuts.  R.  840. 
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To-aterto,  7/.  staul  asunder,  buist,  T»  U. 

To  stotipe,  tf.  sroop  forwAiils^  D  13^ 
To-BWinke,  /r.  /k/.  labour  gfcatly.  C  S*9* 
To-t&r,  f-L  i.  lore  in  pictes,  rent,  B  3801. 
Totdlere,  stf^it.    oj    adj,    tattling,    tale^ 

blearing,  L-  353. 
To-tero,  fir,  pi,  rend,   (ear  in  |»i««efl,  C 

474 :  To-mr,  fif.  j.  rent.  B  3S01 ;  To-fone, 

pp.  G  035 ;    ro-tofn,  />,  much  torn,  5. 

iio;  defaced,  T.  iv,  35S;  dishevelled,  R, 

3»7* 
Tothor;  Mf  tatA£r  {/or  that  other) ^  the 

other,  L,  325  fl. 
To-trade,  v-;  al  ie^tredt^  train  pie  und^ 

fool,  I  864. 
Totjr.  jii/.  dittf,  A  4353.    Spenser   has 

f^ffy :  K.  Q.  vii.  7.  39, 
Touchinse,  j.  touch,  !  207. 
Totig-h,  Hi//,  irouhlesome,  pertjuacioo^,  in 

phr.    majk£    it    tnugh^  to   behave    in   & 

troublesome,  perntiacious,  and  forwand 

manner,   T.  v.  101 ;   made  ii  ft?w^**  *iis 

captious.  3-  331 ;  behaved  pert inatiaiiily, 

T.  iii.  87. 
Touml>llng-,  fid/.  pftrishing,  B  3,  p  9»  168. 

Sre  Tom  bit  age. 
Toun,  s.    [o^vn,  A  317;    (arm,  B  4138; 

rseighbourhood,  R.  446* 
Tour,  J.  iowi?r.  F  J7&;  tower  fof  London), 

A  3a5&:  mansion  (in  astrology),  4,  itj. 

(In  B  3096,  the  sense  is  tluti  his  crest 

^ik^    a     miniature     tower,    wUh    %    lily 

abore  it) 


TralfiOUn,  m.  treawon,  B  4307^^ 
Traltorye,  trcachfrrv,  \\  7*1. 

Traitour^  j,  traitor,  \Vf.  afey, 
Trftnslaten,^i^A  to  tratiilsite.  l^jr^iff^ 

tbanged,  drrsscd  nfrc^h,  E  365, 
Tranemuwe,  v,   tnmsform,  T.  jv,  ^, 

/^.  1\  tv,  830, 
Traneporten,  v,  extend,  it  t.  p  4. 4<J, 
Tr»pp«,  J.  trap,  inwc,  A  145;  t»pii««; 

cntrufict-^  T.  lii.  741 » 
Trapped,/*/,  furnished  wt*  tnpfM^p^A 

Trappe-dore,  5,  impniMin  T.  HL  799. 
Trappures,  pL  trapping  ipr  Iwobl  A 

J4W. 
Traunce ,  j^.  tran  cc.  A  1 573 :  Ha  lf-t«i»dp* 

slafi:;,  B  3906;  brown  ititdr,  D  «tlk 
Traunce,  vffr,  to  irunp  abom,  T*  Jll4pL 
Trav«.  J.  H  ooden  frame  foe  Wtdhv  ta- 
rn \y  h  oT^c5,  A  3382.    O.  T,  ir^f^  fn^m  Lit 

ace,  ttaitm,  bum, 
Trav^era,  s.  'tra»«rv?;  a  o«ti%lii,  vo^m. 

T,  111,674;  E  iit7, 
Tr»yie<l,  pi.  s.  U-imyed,  Hl\  590;  t.  ft|l^ 
Trayft^  t.  traces,  T.  i.  aaa;  A  9IJ9.    O.  F. 

/rj/f.  pL  of  trait^  m  imn^,    Th*  E^  »mMi 

is  a  </fTu^/^  pSursU 
Tray  Ben,  f#r.  lo  betray,  X  w,  43IL, 
Trftyterosa©,   t,  >wl  tmiinfML  j   ia^ 

835. 
Tray  tour,  s.  imitof,.  A  et|»;  #»*.  pL  ri 

irj[t^trt,  iflti:^  imtforoiis,  C  B^ 
Tr«eb«ry©.     t,    tn-acJiery, 


':« 
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9,  J.  a  (three-fold)  plait  (of  hair), 

R.  779 ;  HF.  230 ;  A  1049. 
TiOBSe,  ^er,  to  dress  (my)  hair,  to  plait, 

R.  599; /t^.  plaited.  D  344. 
Treaaour,  1.  bead-dress,  R.  568.    Proba- 

folr  a  *  caul/  or  net  of  gold  thread. 
TX^t,  (r,  s.  i»/Tredc. 
TX^table,  adj.  tractable,  docile,  I  658; 

yielding,  L.  411;  inclinable,  3.  923;  in- 
clined to  talk,  3.  533. 
Ttete,  V.  treat,  T.  iv.  58;  treat  of,  tell,  5. 

34:  i[^*  to  speak,  converse,  C  64;  /^. 

explained,  B  5.  p  i.  3. 
Tibiae,  s.  treaty,  A  ia88:  discussion,  F 

laip;  agreement,  C  189a. 
TiretlB,  s.  treaty.  B  333;   account,  T.  ii. 

1697 ;  treatise,  A.  pr.  5 ;  story,  B  3147. 
Tretys,  adj.  well-proportioned,  long,  A 

15a;  well-fiuhioned,  R.  1016;  gracehil, 

R.  933,    O.  F.  ^rehs. 
Trewe,  adj.  true,  A  531 ;  honest,  L.  464 ; 

^/.  the  faithful.  B  456. 
Trewe,  adv.  correctly,  8.  4. 
Trewe,  s.  iruce,  T.  iii.  1779,  iv.  58 ;  Trewes, 

^/.  the  days  of  truce,  T.  v.  401. 
Trewe  love,  s.  true-love  (probably  a  leaf 

of  herb  paris  or  some  aromatic  confec- 
tion). A  3693. 
Trewely,  adv.  truly,  certainly.  A  481. 
Trewer,  adt'.  truer,  6.  117. 
Trewer,  adv,  more  truly,  3. 937. 
Trewesta,  adj.  suprri.  truest,  F  1539. 
Traye,  num, '  tray,'  three,  C  6^3. 
maoto,  s.  a  sovereign  remedy,  B  479,  C 

314.    O.  F.  triacie. 
Tnkl^A,  pt.pl,  trickled,  B  1864. 
Trflla,  V.  turn,  twirl.  F  316.    CI  Swed. 

triUa,  to  turn  roundl 
Trip,  /.  small  piece,  D  1747. 
Trtppe,  V.  dance.  A  3338 ;  ^er.  to  trip,  to 

move  briskly  with  the  feet,  F  313. 
Trlat,  /.  trust,  T.  i.  154,  iii.  403. 
Tiiata,  /.  tryst,  station,  T.  ii.  1534. 
Trlata,  v,  trust,  L.  333;  gtr,  to  trust  (to), 

L.  1885. 
TVistUia,  sadness,  I  735. 
Trodan;  see  Trade. 
Troflrh,  X.  trough.  A  3637. 
Tromi>e,  s.  trumpet,  L.  635. 
Trompad,  //.  /.  sounded  the  trumpet.  E 

1719. 
Trompea,  pi.  trumpeters,  7. 30 ;  A  3671. 
Tronchoun,  s.  broken  shaft  of  a  spear, 

A  3615.    O.  F.  tr^nckon. 
Trona,!. throne.  A  3539;  throne  (of  God). 

heaven,  C  843. 
Tropik.  s,  the  turning-point,  a  name  for 

the  soBtitial  points.  A.  i.  17.  13. 


TVopos,  s.  a  turning;  but  interpreted  by 
Chaucer  to  mean  'agaynward,'  i.  e. 
backward.  A.  i.  17. 13. 

Trotteth,  pr.  s.  trots.  1.  e.  ^oes,  is,  E  1538. 

Troublable,  adj\  disturbmg,  B  4.  m  3. 

13. 

Trouble,  adj.  tempestuous,  turbid,  B  i. 

m  7.  3;  dull,  H  379;  disturbed,  I  537; 

anxious,  E  465 ;  vexed,  6. 133. 
Troubly,  adj,  cloudy,  obscure,  B  4.  m  5. 

35- 
Trouthe,  s.  truth,  A  46 ;  fidelity.  L.  267 ; 

troth,  promise,  A  1610. 
Trowen,  v.  believe,  H  F.  699 ;  i  pr.  s.  trow, 

believe,   imagine.    A    155;    Trowestow, 

dost  thou  think.  B  i.  p  3.  34. 
Troyewardes,  to,  towards  Troy.  T.  i.  59. 
Trufles.  s,pl.  trifles,  I  715. 
Truxnpen,  v.  blow  the  trumpet,  HF.  1343. 
Trussed,  pp.  packed,  A  681. 
Truwe,  s.  truce,  T.  iv.  1313,  1314. 
Tryce,  v.  pull,  drag  away.  B  3715.    Ct  E. 

trtce  up  (nautical  term). 
Trye,  adj.  choice,  excellent.  B  3046. 
Tryne  compas,  the  threefold  world,  con- 
taining earth,  sea.  and  heaven,  G  45. 
Tubbe,  J.  tub,  A  3631. 
Tuel,  J.  pipe,  slender  chimney,  HF.  1649. 

O.  V.  tuel,  F.  tuyau. 
Tukked,  //.  tucked,  A  631. 
Tulle,  V.  entice,  allure,  A  4134. 
Tungre,  1.  tongue,  1. 138. 
Turet,  s.  the  eye  in  which  the  ring  of  the 

astrolabe  turned,  A.  i.  3.  i.    Cot^rave 

has  *Touret,  the  little  ring  by  which  a 

Hawkes  Iuh€  or  leash  is  mstened  unto 

the  Jesses."    See  Torata. 
Turment.  1.  torment.  R.  374. 
Turmente,  g^er.  to  vex.  U  871. 
Tume.^^.  to  turn.  A  3454:  v.  turn  (in  a 

lathe).  A  3938;    Tumen,  v.  return,   L. 

3619 ;  pp.  at  an  end,  3.  689. 
Tumesrmffe,   s.    tournament,    A    2557; 

mock  tournament,  R.  1407. 
Turtel,  /.  turtle-dove,  A  3706,  E  3080. 
Turves,  s.  pi.  turf-plots,  patches  of  turf, 

L.  204 ;  E  2235. 
Tusked,  provided  with  tusks,  F  1254. 
Tuskea,  pi.  tusks,  T.  v.  1338. 
Tuwel,  s.  hole,  D  3148.    Sec  Tuel. 
Twelf ,  twelve,  C  3a 
Twelfmonth,  1.  twelvemonth,  year,  A 

651,  D  909. 
Twelfte,  adj.  twelfth,  4.  139. 
Tweye,  two,  A  704.793;  Twcy,  B  3303; 

tw.  and  tw.,  in  pairs.  A  898. 
Twesrfold,  ad^\  double.  G  566. 
Tweyna,  twau,  a.  76 ;  4. 95. 


lift 


i^lm^saml  JEntiec, 


Twig-ffes,  .t./A  twjg^p  HK  1936, 
Twighto,  //.  J.  1  witched,  drew  aiiickiyt 

W  iv.  11S5;  Twight,  p/>.  disiran^t,  (lit, 

twivched),   1.   jv/sya;    pulJt'd,  D  1563. 

Ttie  infin.  is  tiviarAeft. 
T  wink  ©ling',   j,  iwinkMpg,  4.  aja;    mo- 

nn.*nuirv  blinking,  E  37, 
Twinkled,  /A  //.  iwmkled,  A  067 ;    /^* 

winkt^d,  B  2,  p  3.  79. 
Twlnne,  v.  sever,  pan.  T.  iv.   1197 ;   iw. 

/r<>m  hii  wi£,  lose  !iU  itjind,  7*  loa ;  deJ- 

Sari,  B  3,19s,  F  577;  £er.  to  separate, 
.  517  ,  to  depart  (from)*  C  43a 
Twlanlnge,  f.  st^paration,  T.  iv,  1^3, 
Twiate,  j.  (i)  twist,  tendril,  T.  iii,  13301 

{2\  twig,  spriiv,  F'l  3349* 
TwlBto,  V.  wrings  torment,  F  §66,  I  fL  s. 

lortured,  D  494:  ^*  s,  wmn^,  E  aoos^ 

I'm  isle,  ft.  s.  sttSj\  would  tompcl,  con- 
st r:ii»,  '\\  iii,  1769;   Twist,  //.  twisted, 

HF.77^ 
Two  so  rich©,  iwicp  as  rich,  L,  aagi. 

Ll.  Ten. 
Twyoa,  adv.  ii^ice,  A  4348 ;  Twye,  A*  i 

16.  13. 
Tyd,  j^.  lime,  hour,  T.  iu  1739;   {tuit^iity) 

Tyde,  R.  1453;   season,  P  14*;   Tydes. 

^/l  J  ides.  A  401. 
iV^leii,  f,  btldJt,  happen,  B  337:  /r.  j. 

conies  (lo).  (a  Northern  form)  A  4175; 

lit,  pr,  J.  be  lilies.  T,  i,  333:    Tid,  //. 

happened,  T.  I.  907. 
Tydll,  J.  small  bird,  perliaps  the  Ulmouse, 

1^  154,     Set*  Tidlfa. 


34.  27. 
tJoclrcimiBcrtpt,  j^.  boundless,  t  c 

1665. 
Urjconziliig,  j^;.  unskilful,  6,  75* 

UnconveiiBble,  adj,  unsuttAbk,  I  4|L. 
Uncouple,  t\  to  !ei  loose,  B  3698. 
Uncouth,  a^'l  c«noiis,  A  14)97;  *in«p; 

Iir\  1379  (inhere  the  tczl  b»  WK^aw, 

byi  rt:;idi  JrJtrt^uHA). 
nncouthly,    adi',    micomroonlp,   $tnJt 

mgly,  R.  5S4. 
UncOvea&ble,    a^^    luiseemlj,   I    631; 

unhi  {for  good),  B  4^  p  6,  333^ 
Unctmninffe,  n^,  ignorumTB  s.  |ii«l& 
Uncurtelsly,  adp,  rudely,  E  336^3. 
Undefouled,  uudefeled,  B  a.  p  4-  ^4- 
Uiidepartable,  ad/,  inseparable.  B  «.  |» 

3,  6i 
UndergTOwe,  //,  of  shon  staiure,  A  t]i^ 
Uodemiolsa,  ^A  iinde™-tt™<^.  P^M^ 

itlernoons.  D  875,    See  bclo/w. 
Undem,  /,  B  441a.  E  360,  9*1-    A  p«^ 

ticular  time    in    the    momu^   is  neR 

Ifiiphcd^  either  About  9  «.!».,  o(  KPia«' 

wh^t   laEer.      (Also    Applied    le    ttg^ 

mid-mfterrjoon,) 
Undernom,  pt    s,    perocivrd^  G  mt$i 

L'n,fJcrTi(;itni'^//H,  reproved,  I  40I. 
Undei'ptit,  //  subj«:>cteij,  B  1.  p  6,  |i^. 
Underpyg^hi^, /I.  f.  4ty^<sd,  6IM  anifcl?^ 

fiuath,  B  7^,  ^H 

Underapor&.  «*.  d>m»t  (ibe  «udl>  uid^H 
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Un-ffrobbed,  adj,  not  digged  round,  9. 14. 
Untaap,  s,  ill  luck.  T.  i.  55a. 
Unhappily,  adv,  unluckily.  T.  v.  937. 
Unhi^y,  adj,  cowardljr,  A  4210. 
Unhele,  5.  misfortune,  sickness.  C  116. 
Unholsom,  adj.  ailing,  weak,  T.  iv.  3^. 
Universe  ;  in  universe,  universally,  T.  iii. 

36. 
Unlversltee,  j.  the  universal,  B  5.  p  4. 

187. 
Unklnde,  adj.  unnatural,  B  88;    cruel, 

Unkwdely,  adv.  unnaturally.  C  485. 
Unkindenesse.  s.  unkindness,  B  1057. 
Unkonnlngr,  adj.  unskilful,  A  2393. 
Unkorven,  adj.  uncut,  unpruned,  9. 14. 
Unkouth,  adj.  strange,  T.  ii.  151. 
Unkunnlnere,  adj.  ignorant.  R.  686. 
Unlaced,  fp.  disentangled,  B  3.  p  la.  166. 
Unleveful,  adj.  not  permissible,  1 593, 777. 
Unloven,  ^^r.  to  cease  to  love.T.  v.  1698. 
Unlust,  s.  disinclination,  I  680. 
Unlyklinesse,  s.  difficulty  in  pleasing,  T. 

).  16. 
Unlykly,  adj.  unpleasing,  £  2180. 
Uzunanhod,  s.  an  unmanly  act,  T.  i.  824. 


Unmexie,  adj.  sad,  HF.  74. 

"■       T.  ii. 

It,  1".  iv.  305. 
Unnethe,   adv.    scarcely,   hardly,    with 


Unmifirhty,  adj.  unable,  T.  ii.  858. 
Unneste,  imp.  s.  leave  thy  nest,  T.  iv.  30" 


difficulty.  A  3121,  B  1050. 18x6^  361 1. 

Unnethes,  adv.  scarcely,  B  1675,  ^  ^168. 

OTnordred,  adj.  not  belonging  to  a  re- 
ligious order.  I  961. 

Unpaxigral,  adj.  unequal  (Lat  if^rem), 
B  3.  p  I.  13. 

7npleyten.  v.  unplait,  explain,  unfold, 
B  2.  p  8.  II. 

Jnpurveyed,  adj.  unprovided,  uncared 
for,  B  a.  p  I.  22. 

Tnraced,  atfy'.  unbroken,  untom,  B  4. 

P  I-  53- 
roremeved,  pp.   unremoved,    without 

(its)  being  moved,  A.  ii.  46.  37. 
rnreete,  s.  restlessness,  D  1104. 
'nrigrlit,  s.  wrong,  T.  iv.  550;    injury, 
T.  ii.  453- 

nri^litful,  adj.  wicked,  L.  1771. 
nsad,  adj.  unsettled,  E  995. 
iisavory,  adj.  displeasing,  I  510. 
oscience,    j.   unreal    knowledge,    no 
knowledge.  B  5.  p  3.  113. 
oselinesse,  s.  unhappiness,  B  4.  p  4. 
58. 

Asely,  adj.  unhappy,  B  2.  p  4.  8. 
i0et,  aefy',  unappointed,  A  1^24. 
lelietlie,  i  pr,  s.  unsheathe,  remove, 

r,  iv.  776. 


Unahette.//.  s.  unlocked,  £  2047. 
Unshette,  adj.p/.  not  shut,  HF.  1953. 
Unshewed,^.  unconfessed,  I  999. 
Unslttlnffe,  adj.  unfit,  T.  ii.  307. 
Unskilful,  adj.  foolish,  T.  i.  79a 
Unskilfully,  adv.  unreasonably,  B  i.  p  4. 

223. 
Unslekked,  adj.  unslacked,  G  806. 
Unsofte,  adj.  harsh,  £  1824. 
Unsolemime,    ad/,  uncelebrated,  B  i. 

p  3. 64. 
Unspeedful,  adj.  unprofitable,  B  5.  p  6. 

337- 
Unstaunchable,  adj.  inexhaustible,  B  2. 

p  7. 126  (Lat  inexkausta). 
Unstaunched,  adj.  insatiate,  B  a.  p  6. 

115  (Lat  inexpletam). 
Unstraun^re,  adj.  well-known,  A.  ii.  17. 

rubric. 
Unswelle,  v.  become  less  full,  T.  iv.  1146. 
Unawete,  adj.  bitter,  HF.  72. 
Unthank,  s.  no  thanks,  want  of  thanks, 

T.  V.  699;  a  curse,  A  4081. 
Unthrift.  s.  nonsense,  T.  iv.  431. 
Unthriftily,  adv.  poorly,  G  8^. 
Unthrifty,  adj.  profitless.  T.  iv.  153a 
Untold,  adj.  uncounted.  A  3780. 
Untreesea,  adj.  with  hair  loose.  5.  268 ; 

unarranged.  £379;  unplaited.  A  1289. 
Untretable,  adj.  inexorable,  B  2.  p  8.  2. 
Untrewe,  adv.  untruly,  A  735. 
Untriste,  v.  distrust,  T.  iii.  839. 
Untyxne;  in  unfyme,  out  of  season,  1 1051. 
Unwar,  adj.  unaware,  T.  i.  304;  unex- 
pected, B  427. 
Unwar,  adv.  unexpectedly,  unawares,  T. 

>-549- 

Unwelde,  adj.  (unwieldy),  too  weak  to 
support  herself,  R.  359 ;  difficult  to  move, 
H  55 ;  difficult  to  control,  A  3886. 

Unwemmed,  ad/,  unspotted,  spotless, 
B  924,  G  137,  225. 

Unwened,  adj.  unexpected,  B  4.  p  6. 26a 

Unwlst,  adj.  unknown,  T.  ii.  1294;  un- 
wist  of,  uninformed  of,  T.  i.  93 ;  unknown 
by,  L.  1653. 

Unwit,  s.  folly,  4.  271. 

Unwot,  pr.  s.  foils  to  know,  B  5.  p  6. 177. 

Unwrye,  v.  reveal,  T.  i.  858. 

Unyolden,  pp.  without  having  yielded, 
A  2642. 

Up,  adv.  up;  open  (outu-ards,  not  up- 
wards), A  3801 ;  or  v.  up  with,  HF.  1021 ; 
up  euid  doun,  T.  ii.  659 ;  in  all  directions, 
A  977;  backwards  and  forwards,  A 
1052. 

Up,  prep,  on,  upon,  A  2543 :  up  peril,  on 
peril,    D    2371;    up  peyne,    under    the 


TTpilgit,  adv.  i.  e.  reversed.  D  aa66  aA 
lying  on  ones  back  (mostly ^iifS 

U?-rif^^C- 1?^  "P..  t:  "88:  A  4249. 
ttS^       ■  ^-  *^-  "P-ns  ng.  A  io?i 

Up.So^doun.arf„.„pside|o,;n.A.37; 
H^*?««.  «-•  rise  (as  the  sun)  4.  ». 

HP-yaf. />'•  A  yielded  up  nve  A  ■^^ 
Ui^olden.;^*.  yieldelu^A'4^- 
S^?'w  """Ke.  habit.  A'^'iiof^  i, 

n^^f*'  ^-  '""o™.  R-  683. 
!=*o^;^r3^o'^>'^«^'''-<'."'«; 

TS^^'f''''^-  """elves.  I  349/^ 
Ueshers,  s.pl.  ushers.  F  », 

S?:^*^..t<>.  'owards  us.  B  ,938. 
Utter,  adj.  outward.  G  408 
mtereete.  .rfy.  ,^,.  tTp^^e.  E  787. 

"E;^a^r»|^--ere„ee 
of  Aries'  "'•'™~'""«»»«'?e»^' 
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Viirll*,  s,  wake.  T.  r.  305. 

Vi»UFe8.^Avi«b.A377. 

Vilcer.  /.  vicar.  D  aoo6. 

Vlleinous.  a^fy',  evil,  B  0603. 

'^leina.  VUejrzis,  o^.viliainoiis.  L.  1824 ; 
rude,  D  ia68;  sinful,  I  854,  914;  evil. 
wicked.  I  5561 

VUalnaly.  adv.  evilly,  I  154;  Vilaynsly. 
shamefully,  R.  1498. 

Vltoinye,  s,  vile  conduct.  B  2547;  great 
harm.  A  4191;  despiteful  language,  re- 
proach, D  34,  53 ;  disgrace,  A  943 ;  unfit 
speech.  A  70;  servitude.  I  143;  dis- 
courtesy, rudeness,  C  740;  vileness.  HP. 
96;  reproach,  T.  iv.  ai;  evil-doing.  B 
1681. 

Vinol«nt,  Mfy\  fiiU  of  wine.  D  467.  1931. 

Vlol«8,  s.pL  vials,  phials.  G  793. 

Virelaires,  x.//.  ballads  with  a  particular 
return  of  rime.  F  948 ;  Ln  423. 

Vllitoot.  J.  brisk  movement.  A  3770. 

Vlritrate.  s.  bag.  D  158a. 

Vl8tf«ro»  V,  put  a  face  (on  it),  disguise,  E 

VlanadouiiB,  /.  p/.  visits.  D  555. 
Via^ta,^^.  to  visit,  A  493,  1 194. 
Vltaille,  J.  victuals,  provisions.  A  248, 569. 
VltaUle.  V,  provide  with  victuals,  I^  1093. 
VltttUlarB,  //.  victuallers,  A  4366. 
Vitramyta,  /.  {probabiy)  a  woman's  cap. 

an  efTeminate  head-dress.  B  3562. 
Voided,  pf.  removed,  F   1 195 ;  cleared, 

emptied,  L  26^ 
Vols,  /.  voice,  R.  7:;!.    See  Voys. 
Volaga,  •dj.   giddy,    volatile.   R.   1284; 

wranton.  H  239. 
VolAtyl,  s.  at  pi.  fowls,  B  I  ate. 
VoHor.  s.  vulture.  B  3.  m  12.  46;  //.  T.  i. 

788. 
Volupear,  /.  night-cap.  A  4303 ;  \'o\\i\>cx, 

woman's  cap,  A  3241. 
VOUOlia,  v.;  omfy  used  with  sauf.  safe; 

Vouche  sauf,  v.  to  avouch  as  safe,  call 

safe,    votichsafie.  grant,    deign,    permit, 

A  8i3,  B 1641.  E  2341 :  I  pr,  5.  am  content. 

T.  iv.  Qo;    2  pr.  pi.  vouchsafe,  grant. 

deign,  L.  2038;  Voucheth  sauf.  imp.pl. 

vouchsafe,  E  885,  F  1043. 
Voyde(voidM),j.  'voidee/  alighi  dessert, 

with  wine  and  spices,  T.  iii.  674. 
Voyden,  v.  ^  rid  of,  expel,  A  2751,  K 

010.  V  188;  tmp.  s.  depart  from.  E  806: 

Voydeth,  imf.  pi.  send  away,  f j  1 136. 
Voya,  i.  voice,  A  688,  C  531 ;  rumour, 

E  629;  commendation.  E  1592;  report. 

T.  iii.  1723. 
Vulgar,  adj.  A.  ii.  9.  5.    The  day  vulvar 

is  the    length   of  the    'artificial'    day. 


with     the    durations    of   morninn    "i»d 
'       evening  twilight  added  to  it. 
i  Vyce.  s.  fault,  error,  T.  I.  689;  V  im ; 
!       defect,  D  955. 

'  W. 

'  Waaat,  x.  waist,  H  1800. 
j  Waat,/>r.  s.  knows  (.Northern),  A  4c>8«.. 
Wacche,  f.  s'rntinel,  15  33 16. 
Wachet,   *.  light   blue  colour,  A  .i.iJt. 

I^ler  E.  teatchet. 
Waden.t/.  pass,  K  1684;  wadi;  (iIjumikIi). 
D  2084;   enter  (into),  T.  ii.    i.st>.    y^\ 
descend,  H  3684. 
Waf ,  pt.  s.  wove,  I^  2364. 
Wafereres,  s.  pi.  makers  of  j^auftt^  m 
I       uaf».T-cakcs,  confcctionTS,  C  47«>. 
Wa^res,  pi.   A    1803;    jKiy,  irniin|iriiM\ 
4.  244. 
'  Wafirfirin9>  J-  s^iakinK.  'I",  ii.  I7-IS. 
■  Waiten,  t-.  attend  on,  L.   u'*";,  /'.    •■ 
I       w.ii'.h"S,  E  708;    imp.  I.   oljsi'rvc,  A.  11. 
i       5.  18. 

.  wake,  V.  l)C  aw.ikr,  lir  awaki*.  iH.  j;  . 
Wak.-n.  V.  a,t.  awaki-,  H  1187:  ft.  •■ 
watches,  F  fii9;  W'ook.  i  //.  «.  uwoki',  «,. 
695;  r»^main«rti  awake,  I)  3K0';;  W.»ki*il, 
//.  awak'?<l,  3,  ^/i ;  kn>«  wakr,  <  aioUM-d, 

3-  ^/77- 

ake-pleyes,  //.  funeral  uanies,  A  a./nj. 

Waker,  uJJ.  vigilant.  5.  3s8. 

Wakiner,    «.   watching,   l^-ing  awake,  3. 

611;  period   <»f  wakefulness,   H   33;//. 

vjgils,  I  357. 
WAlet,  .1  wallet,  A  686;  \Val6t,  A  681. 
Walked  {  for  WalkHh),  f.  walking:   im 

phr.  go  walked,  for  go  a-walkcth,  goni? 

n-w.ilking,  3.  3S7;   I>  1778. 
Walken,  x^r-   n»   walk,   roam,   A   a3ory; 

W.-lk.    I  pt.  X.   walked,  'I*,  ii.  517;    " 

uuilkrd,  is  gone,  went,  A  2368. 
Walsh-note,  j^em.    sing,  walnut's,    WV. 

1281. 
Walwe.  ger.  to  wallow,  roll  aliout,  T.  i. 

^Vy;    P*'  M  ^*«'iH«>w,  tumble,   A  4278; 

pr.  X.  tosses,  U  1 166 ;  rolls  about.  U  1085 ; 

pp.  involved,   immersed,    13.   17;    Wal- 

winge,  pre\.  part,  causing  to  roll,  H  i. 

m  7.  4  ( I^it.  uolutm). 
Wangres,  r. /»/.  molar  teeth.  A  4030. 
Wansr-tootD,  x.  molar  tooth.  B  3334. 
Wanhope,  s.  dnpair,  A  1349. 
Wanie.  v.  wane.  A  2078. 
Wante,  v.  Im-  wanting,  be  absent,  I^  361 ; 

fail.  l»o  iai-king,  I  514:  pr.  s.  is  !ackin^. 

N338. 
Wantownesae,  x.  wantonness,    B   31 ; 
mannerism  (of  speech).  A  264. 
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Wati trust,  J.  tlistriisl,  T.  i>  794;  H  aSo. 

War,  adj,  prudent,  rfis erect,  cautious,  T. 
L  203 ;  awaiL'n  A  157,396^360.^ ;  was  f  !»*> 
I  observed,  5.  aiSfagS ;  Iwaj  w.,  3.  445 ; 
^en  w.,  twware,  T.  i,  635 ;  ^e  w.,  bewmre, 
jj.  11;  take  warning,  U  737;  *r  ^*/^^* 
be^'jife  of,  L,  473 ;  ^iftA  w.,  beware,  T.  tik* 
liSo:  B  16-^9,33^1- 

War  him,  kn  him  beware,  A  66a ;  t<«r 
yifii\  niakt;  wsiy,  li  1889. 

Warda,  f.  i/a/.  (?)  keeping:  p*  w.,  iulo 
his  keeping.  1,  248;  in  cur  w.,  C  acii; 
urfdff  my  ttf.,  X  BBo. 

Wardecbrs,  1.  body-guard.  D  359, 

Wards  r&re,  far  warde  reic,  look  out 
bthmd.  A  4101. 

Wardrobe,  j.  privy.  B  1762* 

War©.  iU^J,  a  ware,  3,  103a 

Ware,  j.  wares  (lor  sd.k) ,  merchandise,  B 

I4f:>,  1246, 
Wiire,  imp.  //.  beware,  B  44^6, 
Ware  ate,  _i;L*f\  to  warrant,  protect,  C  338. 
Wariang-Iee,  //.   shrikes,   biiichcr-birdft, 

U  1408. 
Warlen,  .f^r.  10  curse,  T.  JL  i6tQ;  J  j*f,  i^ 

W^ansouQ,  f,  requital,  R.  1537. 
Wariaahe,  v,  cure,  I  998;  recover,  be 

I  vnni,  R  JT7a;  /»^.  cured,  B  3467. 
Warisshln^e,  j.  cure,  B  2203^ 
Warly,  *itii%  warily,  cartful ly<  T,  iii.  454, 
Warne,   v^  rcjcci,   refuse^  1,  tt;  t  ^^*  J. 

wnrrr,  bid  you  toke  heed,  B  x!l,  llSi: 


V.  Id  expect,  B  467 :  /r.  j,  sbefcs 
A  laaa. 

W«bl3e.  J.  a  weaver,  A  30a. 

Wadde,  ^  rfff/. ,  <tf  DT^  Ki  »  pMfe*  ^ 
pledge,  A  laiS,  B  1613.  fl 

wedde,  ^^r.  to  w T^,  T.  v,  S6^  ■ 

Weddinir.  J,  w«d»ocl{,  r^.  »*,  ^ 

Wode,  J.  weed,  rohe,  £«nTieitt«  A  Wo4 
B  a  107,  E  863. 

Weder,  j.  wcrttber,  U  a*53,  F  sa;  1 
T.  ii,  a.  iii.  657. 

Wedea,/^.  weeds,  T,  L  94** 

Weel,   a£/i\   well,  A  996;    wed 
luckily  Situated,  H  308, 

Weeldiag^e,  j.  i>ow  pt,  ^onlitkl.  B 

Weep.  /A  J,  i?/  wepe. 

Wee  ply,  iii//  fcaiiui,*t>niO«fliT*0  r?  I- 

Weec,  J.  wet,  A  4J07. 

Weex,  f /.  J.  wajted,  grew.  G  513, 

Weg^g^e,  J.  a  wedge,  A^  i*  14,  6- 

Wehee,  j.  a  whinnviog  noise.  A- 

Weilawey,  atas]  D  ai6, 

Wei,  adi/.  well,  A  3S4,  B  25;  miith  *- 
1386;    many.  L,  ii;  ccrT-iioly,  U  a^^ 
hi\lyf  A  39,  ^9;   about   (wj^^  wtM  wmM 
#rrj),  A  24 1  tw/  f  tn'JsJ,  *Tery  rOjiJi,  F  rf 
w^I  xy,  v^eiy  nearlv,  B  3^3^'  ^bt/  i4#  M 
mtigli    better,    T»    ik    93,    m^J 
^iMTCv]y  At  all.  L,   33   d  i  ^  if 
bu   in  fevour,  3,  R45:  ar/ **  ^s^w, 
wcil  for  kiM,  T.  1,  3[^;   fev^  IMI 
li  w^  wdl  for  bim*.  B  4^166  ij^ 
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Wem,  s.  blemish,  R.  930;  hurt,  F  lai. 
Wemxnelees,  adj.  stainless,  G  47. 
Wenden,  ^er,  to  go,  A  21,  2214;   pass 

away,  A  3025;  go,  pass.  B  1683 ;  Went. 

pr.  s.  goes,  T.  ii.  36,  812 ;  Wente,  pt.  s. 

went.  A  78,  B  1739 ;  Wente  him,  pt.  s, 

went,  G  110;   Wentestow,  2  pr,  s.  hast 

thou  gone,  A  3486;  Went,  pp.  gone,  L. 

1651 ;  ien  went,  are  gone,  B  173 ;  is  went, 

is  gone,  G  534. 
Wending,  s.  departure,  T.  iv.  1344,  1436. 
Wene,  s.  supposition,  doubt,  T.  iv.  1593 ; 

withouten  wene,  without  doubt,  R.  574. 

32- 

enen,  v.  ween,  suppose,  imagine,  con- 
sider, L.  12;  G  676;  expect,  A  4320; 
Wenestow,  weenest  thou,  thinkest  thou, 
D  311:  Weneth,  pr.  s.  imagines  (with 
/w«i  =  one),  A  2195;  Wende,  i  pt.  s. 
imagined.  T.  v.  69^;  supposed,  F  58^; 
fancied,  A  1269 ;  Wendest,  2  pr.  s.  subj. 
shouldst  ween,  T.  i.  1031 ;  Wende,  pt.  s. 
subj.  would  have  thought,  C  782 ;  Wend, 
pp.  supposed,  T.  iv.  3^ ;  imagined,  T.  v. 
1682. 

Wended,  adj.  winged,  HF.  21 18. 

Wengres,  //.  wings.  L.  168  a. 

W^eninffe,  s.  imagination,  supposition, 
T.  iv.  992. 

Went,  pr.  s.  and  pp.  of  Wenden. 

Wente,  //.  s.  of  Wenden. 

W^ente,  s.  turn,  T.  ii.  63 ;  path,  passage, 
T.  iiL  787 :  footpath,  18.  69. 

Wepe,  V.  weep,  A  144,  230;  Weep,  //.  s. 
wept,  A  148,  B  606,  1052 ;  Wepte,  //.  s. 
{weak  form),  B  267;  Wepcn,  >^.  T.  i. 
041 ;  Wopen,  pp.  F  523. 

wepen,  j.  wea|>on,  L.  1994. 

W^erbtil,  s.  tune  (warble),  T.  ii.  1033. 

Werche,  v.  work,  perform,  B  566; 
Wroghtestow  {for  Wroghtest  thou), 
thou  didst  cause,  B  3583 ;  Wroghte,//.  s. 
worked.  A  497;  contrived.  B  1788; 
made,  E  1152;  VVroughte,  i  pt.  s.  acted, 
A.  ii.  3.  46;  did,  R.  701;  Wrought,  pp. 
made,  formed,  R.  559;  bom,  B  3619; 
created,  G  326 ;  composed,  L.  372. 

Werde,//.  s.  of  Were  (wear). 

Werdes,  s.  pi.  fates,  destinies.  B  i.  m  i. 
14. 

Were,  s.  weir,  5.  138 ;  T.  iii.  35. 

Were,  s.  doubt.  3.  1295;  HI^  979;  men- 
tal struggle,  L.  2686.     Low).  Sc.  weir. 

Were,  2  //.  s.  wast,  T.  iv.  762 ;  //  were, 
they  were,  E  850;  al  were  it,  though  it 
were,  D  1172. 

Were  (w*ra),  v,  wear,  21.  7;  Werede, 
//.  s.  wore,  A  1388, 3235 ;  Werde,  R.  875 ; 


Wered,  A  75 ;  Wered  upon,  i  //.  s.  wore 

upon  (me),  D  559. 
Were,  ger.  to  ddfend,  A  2550. 
Werinere,  s.  wearing,  I  1052. 
Werk,  s.  work.  A  479 ;  act,  L.  891. 
Werken,  v.  act,  A  3527 ;  pr.  s.  acts,  L. 

Werkera,  //.  doers,  D  1937. 
Werkes,  pr.pl.  ache,  A  4030. 
Werkinff,  s.   deed,    H    210;    mode    of 

operation,  G  1367. 
Weme,  ger.  to  refuse,  T.  iii.  149,  iv.  111 ; 

V.  refuse,  R.   1485;    warn  off,   R.  636; 

Werned,//.  forbidden,  R.  442, 
WeminflT,  s.  let,  forbidding,  K.  1142. 
Werre,  s.  war,  T.  ii.  868 ;  trouble,  T.  v. 

1393;  of  werre,  in  war,  T.  i.  134;  to  w., 

in  enmity,  1.  116. 
Werre,  adv.  worse,  3.  616. 
Werreye,  ger.  to  make  war,  A  1484 ;  v. 

war  against,  A  1544;  pr.  s.  opposes,  I 

Werreyour,  s.  wamor,  L.  597. 

Wers,  adj.  worse,  A  3872. 

Wemte,  adj.  superl.  worst,  T.  ii.  304. 

Werte,  s.  wart,  A  555. 

Wery,  adj.  (being)  weary,  T.  iv.  707; 

worn,  R.  440,  664;   beaten  repeatedly. 

lit.  weary,  B  4.  m  5.  17. 
Wesele.  s.  weasel,  A  3234. 
Wesh.  pt.  s.  of  Wasshe. 
Weste,  V.  turn  to  the  west,  L.  61,  197. 
Westren,  v.  to  go  to  the  west,  T.  ii.  906. 
Wete,  5.  perspiration,  G  1187. 
Wete,  V.  wet,  HF.  1785. 
Wether,  s.  sheep.  T.  iv.  1374. 
Weven.  v.  weave,  L.  2352;  W^i,  pt.  s. 

wove.  L.  2364. 
Wex,  s.  wax,  A  675,  E  1430. 
Wexen,  v.  wax.  ^row,  become.  B  2265,  G 

877 ;  I  pr.  s.  subj.  may  I  become.  G  1377 ; 

Wexe.  2  pr.  pi.  increase,  grow  (in  af>- 

plauding),   E  998;    Wex,  //.    x.  grew, 

became.  A    1362;    increased.    L.    727; 

\\*oxe,pp.  grown.  R.  1460;  becom'*,  HF. 

1494. 
Wexede,  pt.  s.  coated  with  wax.  .\.  ii. 

W\o.  28. 
ey,  s.  way,  A  34:  path,  R.  1345;  the 
sun's  apparent  daily  path.  A.  ii.  30.  5; 
the  sun's  apparent '  annual  orbit.  A.  i. 
21.  49;  a  furlong  wey,  a  short  time  (lit. 
short  distance).  E  516;  go  wey,  go  thy 
way.  T.  i.  574;  do  wey,  take  away.  A 
1287. 

eyen,  v.  weigh.  B  3776;    oghte  weyen, 
ought  to  weigh,  L.  3^. 
Weyere,  1.  the  'weigher,'  a  translation 
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o(  the  LaL  t^at&r:  because  the  days 
and  nights,  at  the  cqumo3?es^  ari?  equal; 
A.  i.  17.  as- 
'Weyk,  ndj.  weak^  7.  341* 
Weylflway,  im/^r;.  alas !  A  93a. 
Weymentliagrej   j.  InmcDting.    A    qQA\ 

Wesme&»  j.  //.  chariots,  ft  4.  m  5.  6. 

Weyven,  ^^j-.  to  lum  aside.  E  14S3 ;  ti, 
uaive,  neglect,  T»  ij.  384;  put  aside,  D 
1176;  forsake.  G  376;  ^bandon»  B  3fo6. 

Whan,  when,  A  5,  18.  ijy^ 

Wliat,  whatever,  4.  170;  what  sort  of  a, 
L.  1305;  wh.\i  with,  B  at,  22;  why,  T» 
11.  a6a,  393;  what  I  how  T  L*  iSoo;  What 
that,  whatever.  £165;  What  man  that, 
whoever,  B  264s ;  What . .  what,  partly^ 
.  .  parti  I,  HF.  2058. 

Wheeleii,  gtr.  \o  cause  to  revol^^e,  T.  i. 

Wrtelkes,  ;*/.  pimples,  blotche*.  A  631- 
Wheip,  J.  cul»,  A  2637. 
Wbenue,  tJtiv.  ivhence,  E  585, 
Whertnes,  adv,  wheiuie.  B  340a 
Wlier,  af^^  where,  B  178^,  &c* ;  wberever, 

k.  1669;  Wher  as  (ffr  wher-as)/whcn; 

that,  where,  B  647,  13 1 1. 
TSTlier,   whether,    {ti    common    coHlr&£tf4i 

fijfm  iff  ^vh ether),  3, 91* 
Wher  aa,  adv,  «fbere  thai,  whetf ,  T*  III* 

At6. 
Whereof,  pt^.  in  what  respecl.  It  ^o|; 

for  what,  R.  1532. 


WhFl»*  **  IJwic,  A  3399 1  w«r«*  Mr 

w  uf  tU  whik',  T,  V.  SSx. 
Whyl-er,  adv.  fornirrly.  G  ijiS* 
Why  lea » /^tn,  t,  4J  d^.  V  M*  wMyifi^  whib*, 

Tjffnyloni,  a^i^.  onoe,  forjueriy*  cmce  «n  1 

Whyne,  i/.  whine,  shinny.  D  J86. 

Whyt,  ^/.  whibe,  A  ajf ;  ^  ^., 
w  ine,  C  536,  ^62 ;  ^/,  inaocgm,  gutkcl 
T*  iii.  is&7t  specious*  |}«it«fto$,  X 

Wliyte,  J.  white  (i.  ^.  wIvtt),  T.  iit. 
Wldwo,  J,  widow,  A  353, 
Widwebode*    /.    widowhood,   I   yi^^; 

Wid^vehed,  L*  395  «* 
Wlerdea,  //.  faten.  T.  tit  617?  Wlf^a, 

L.  2s8o^     A.  S.  ^rd. 
Wight,  1,  a  ppTion,  crpiifurp.  luaUt  Hviqp 

being,  A  71,  aSo ;  whii,  ibott  wtefle,  h 

4283 ;  Wigbles,  j^A  creatures*  meti,  bclSaiK 

A  3479- 
Wlffht,  a^j.  active.  8  3457;  fleei,  A  4o|Gk 
Wi^bte,  J.  M^tighi.  HF.739 ;  A  ^u%. «: 
Wlke,  J.  wi:€k,  C  36a.    Se*  WylE0. 
Wlkot,  J.  wicket-gate,  MnaU  gate.  E 

aiiS, 
Wikke,  flrf/  cvii,  Tricked,  bad,  A 

15&0;    false,  B  3347  i  depraved,  I& 

much  allayed,  HF.  i^|b> 
Wikked,  4?!^.  bad.  wicked.  L,  039$;^ 

wicked,  I  112.    In  B  3S7^*  wiMtd  mti 

put  for  F.  matt  ni,  u  e»  Sir  OUvct  Miii 
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s,  desirest,  A  1609;  Wilned,  i  pt.  s.  3. 
1262,  1267.    ^  S*  vrilnian. 

'Wllnln^TO,  s,  willing,  wishing.  B  3.  p  11. 
88 ;  //.  desires,  B.  3.  p  11.  175. 

"Wllow,  s.  willow-tree,  A  2922. 

'Wiltow,  2/r.  s.  wilt  thou,  A 1 156 ;  wishest 
thou.  B  2116;  wilt  thou  (go),  D  1387. 

'Wimpel,  1.  wimple,  a  covering  tor  the 
head,  gathered  round  it,  and  pleated 
under  the  chin,  A  151. 

'Wimpleth,  /r.  J.  conceals  (as  with  a 
wimple),  B  2.  p  I.  66. 

'Windaa,  /.  windlass.  F  184. 

Winde.^^r.  to  turn.  T.  iii.  1541;  to  re- 
volve. T.  ii.  601 ;  to  roam  about.  L.  818 ; 
Winde,  v.  wind,  entwine.  T.  iii.  1232; 
intertwine,  c.  671 ;  ply,  bend,  T.  i.  257 ; 
bind  with  cloths,  E  583 ;  twist  and  turn, 
G  980 ;  Winde,  2  pr.  s.  subj,  niayst  go, 
T.  iii.  1440;  Wond, //.  s,  wound,  went 
about,  L.  2253. 

Windlnfire,  -r.  twisting.  I  417. 

Wind-melle,  s.  wind-mill,  HF.  1280. 

Windre,  ger,  to  trim,  R.  1020;  pp. 
trimmed,  R.  1018.    Cf.  O.  Y.gwgnier. 

Windy,  cidj,  unstable  as  wind,  B  2.  p  8. 
28. 

'WinflTOdf  provided  with  wings,  A  1385. 

Winke,  V,  wink.  B  4496;  nod,  F  348; 
remain  awake,  T.  iii.  1537 ;  Winkf ,  i  pr. 
s,  am  asleep,  5.  7. 

Wiiine,^«r.  to  win,  gain,  A  427 ;  to  con- 
quer, F  214;  to  get  gain,  C  461 ;  w./ro, 
to  get  9Mmy  from.  T.  v.  1125;  Wan,  i 
//.  X.  got.  U  1477;  won.  gained,  A  442. 
989 ;  pi.  s.  used  as  pt.  pi,  F  1401 ;  Won- 
nen,  pp,  won,  A  877,  3381. 

Winninfir,  s.  gain,  proht.  A  275,  D  416. 

Winslnffe,  pres,  pt,  wincing,  starting 
aside,  i.  e.  skittish,  A  3263. 

Winter,  //.  years,  T.  i.  811. 

Wirche,  v.  work,  A  3430 ;  provide.  E 1661 ; 
give  relief  A  2759 ;  in  passive  sense,  to 
be  made.  HF.  474;  ger.  to  perform.  A 
3308 :  Wirk,  imp,  s.  do,  E  1485. 

Wfrdes,//.  Fates,  L.  2580;  Wierdes,  T. 
iii.  617. 

Wirk.  imp.  s.  work,  do.  E  1485. 

Wirkinflre,  s.  efficiency.  B  3.  p  11.  26; 
actions,  D  698 :  calculation.  F  1280. 

W^ls,  adv.  certainly,  verily,  surely.  T.  ii. 


381.  474.  5^ ;  A  2786,  D  621 ;  as  wis,  as 
sureias),  1;  iv. 
See  Ywl8. 


1655 ;  assuredly.  F  1470. 


Wlsljr,    adv.    certainly,   truly,   verily,  A 

1863.  3994.  4x62. 
Wisse,  V.  instruct,  T.  i.  622;  inform.  D 

1415 ;  show,  tell.  D  1008 ;  a  pr.  s.  subj. 


teach,  5.  74;  imp.  s.  direct,  guide,  1.  155. 
A.  S.  wissian. 

Wissh,  I  //.  s.  washed,  R.  96.  125. 

Wisshe,  V.  wish.  T.  ii.  406. 

Wist,  -e ;  see  Witen. 

Wit,  s.  reason.  R.  1535 ;  understanding,  B 
2702 ;  judgement,  A  279 ;  mind,  R.  i^ ; 
knowledge,  mental  power,  R.  401 ;  wis- 
dom, T.  iv.  1508 ;  proof  of  intelligenct*, 
E  459;  Wittes, //.  senses,  B  202;  wit*;, 
F  706 ;  opinions,  F  203. 

Witen,  ^^r.  to  know,  to  wit,  T.  v.  1324; 
Witc,  ger.  to  know.  3.  493 ;  to  discovfr, 
D  1450;  do  you  wite,  make  you  kno\v\ 
inform  you,  T.  ii.  1635 ;  Wobt.  i  pr.  s. 
wot,  know,  A  389;  pr.  s.  knows,  2.  30; 
Wot,  I  pr.s.L.  4 ;  pr.  s.  knows,  B  195 ; 
Woost,  2pr.s.  knowest,  T.  i.  633;  Wost, 
2pr.  s.  L.  C42;  Wostow.  thou  knowest, 
A  2304;  Witen,  1  pr.  pi.  wit,  know.  A 
1260;  Witen,  2 /r.//.  D  1890;  know  ye. 
H  1,82;  Woot  {wrong/y  used /or  Wile), 
2  pr.  pi.  know,  A  740 ;  Wiste,  i  pt.  s. 
wist,  knew,  E  814;  Wistest.  2  pt.  s. 
knewest,  A  1156;  Wistestow,  knewest 
thou,  T.  iii.  1644;  Wiste,  //.  s.  knew, 
R.  1344;  Wist.  pp.  known.  B  1072; 
Witeth,  imp.  pi.  know,  T.  i.  687.  A.  S. 
witan;  pr.  t.  wot,  wast,  wot,  pi.  witon ; 
pt.  t.  wiste. 

With,  with,  A  5.  10,  Ac;  to  hele  with  your 
hurtes,  to  heal  your  wounds  with.  F  471. 

With-drow,  ipt.s.  subtracted,  A.  ii.  ^5. 
12. 

Withholden,^^.toretain.  I  1041;  Witli- 
holde.  pp.  retained,  B  2202;  detained. 
G  345;  shut  up.  kept  in  confinement, 
A  511. 

Withinne-forth.  adv.  within,  B  5.  p  5. 
14. 

With-oute-forth,  adv.  outwardly,  I  172. 

Withouten,  prep^  besides,  as  well  as,  A 
461 ;  excepting,  T.  ii.  236. 

Wlthseye,  r.  contradict,  gainsay.  A  805 ; 
refuse,  L.  ^67 ;  renounce,  G  457. 

Withstonde,  v.  withstand,  oppose,  B 
31 10;  Withstonde.  //.  withstood,  T.  i. 

WftmgTf  J.  knowledge,  cognizance.  A 
1611. 

Witinfifly,  adv.  knowingly,  I  401. 

WitnesfuUy,  adi'.  publicly,  B  4.  p  5.  11. 

Wltterly,  adv.  plainly,  truly,  U  2606. 

Wlvere.  s.  wyvem.  snake.  T.  iii.  loio. 
O.  F.  wivre,  lit.  viper. 

WlatBom,  adj.  disgusting,  B  3814;  hein- 
ous, B  4243. 

Wo,  s.  woe,  R.  319;  me  is  wo,  I  am  sorry. 


xa6 


dlossattal  Ivi^n. 


Lk  1985  i  tv&  wrre  us,  wc»<J  Would  b€  lo 
us,  B  1^. 
Wo,  adj.  unhappy,  ft.  31a;  saii,  grlev«<I| 

Wo&,  adj. ;  sec  Wood, 
Wode-blnde.  j.  woorlbme,  hoQejpsuckle* 

A    lyQ&. 

Wodedowve,  i*  wood-prgeori,  B  1960^ 
Wodew&le,   j,   the    green   woudpcckeft 

Gicttfus  vitidii.  R,  914, 
Wodneeae,  1.  mudness,  T.  iU.  794, 
Wol,  I  /r.  jr.  (I  J  ^^i\\^  A  43 ;  desire,  E  64a ; 
W^-iW,  I  pr,  i.  Eim  ready  to»  1\  L  S^i 
Wtj|l<  a  /r*  J.  ^vilt,  E  314 ;  Wottow,  will 
thou,  A  1544;  dost  ihou  wish,  D  840; 
Wol.  pr.  J.  wilJ.  13  60;  wills,  desijws, 
HK,  663;  wishes  for,  T,  il  396;  wishe:) 
■(to  t;o)»  will  gOi  L.  iigi;  peimils,  H  a8; 
WoTe,  win  go,  D  3S3  ;  u*ot  stfcsrff » is  aboue 
(o  set,  I  7a ;  Wol  )'e  so  Jf  you  so  wish  i\^ 
E  3364;  Wil  yD,  wish  ye,  F37B;  Wt^ln, 
/r,//.  wHI^  wish  (io  have),  A  aiai;  Wol- 
len,  /tr,  //.  will,  B  2561 ;  Wo^df?.  I  j^.  u 
desired,  6.  ^%\  should  like,  B  ^637; 
Woldestaw^  if  thou  wouJdst,  L,  7<!)o; 
would  St  ihou,  B  4536;  Wolde,  //.  /, 
would,  A  144:  would  hlce  (o,  B  1182; 
wisbtid,  L.  95a ;  required,  F  577 ;  would 
go,  would  turn,  F  496;  wtsn«d  \f>,  4^ 
JiLt;  T.  ii.514;  VVolde  ,  ,  .  umo*  would 
go  to,  B  37^6 ;  gi^d  woidf,  oh }  th»t  God 
would  gri*m,  3.  663;  woM^^od,  oh  I  thikf 
Gtid  would  be  pleasedn  L>  1103;  Wolde 


//,^/.  dwelt,  A  3997:  Wo^cfl,^.  Cm^, 
T,  L  276;  woni,  iLccusiomed«  i.  IL 

v^^  277, 

Wooes  (wd6ne^j,  ^l  place*  of 
it€ftif^  rauge  of  built)ingt,  D  at^. 
Woon. 

Woog-er,  *.  pilloft,  B  smi, 

WoniJaff,  i.  habitation,  huusc,  A  6^ 

WOIIJI0,  -11 ;  see  Winue. 

Wood  iw66d>,  A  wtKMi,  9.  17, 

Wood  tw66dj,  ^j.  rnud,  A  1^4,  53*, 
TUiid  with  <*T>gt'r,  D  51^ ;  for  wi 
btsng  mad,  nmdly,  (wrujusly,  l* 
yfcr  /M«rr  t^5*^<«/^  for  rery  rage,  R.  ff7^& 
ian  5fi  nf04td,  tt.'(i  titnes  as.  fierce,  L,  Jp 
U'odir,  ti4fit4f.  tnad,  T,  ii.  1355. 

Woodetli,  ^f,  i,  r^t-s,  G  467, 

Woodly,  adv.  mftdly,  A  1301. 

Woodneaad,  j*  luiidDesfi,  t*^,  A 

WOOa  (vv6dfi),  J.  resource,  T,  iv. 
oteniy,    abundance,    L.    3653-    nuititi 
L.  a  161 ;  Ti-irtat,  secure  pkce,  HF.  11^ 
9/  sffrme  ween,  abundance  of  Bomnir. 
475;  Wont's,  */,  pl^ic^s  of  reiTmi, 
of  bulidings,  D  3105. 

Wof>et,  Woot:  see  Wifco. 

Wopen,  ff.  iff  Wepe. 

Worcher^  s.  worker,  mak«T,  4,  imt» 


Word,  J.  word,  A  304,   jfudrf  ««Nf,  §fh 
proral,  T.  V.  to8u   tv.  fy  m^^  ^*^J^H 


word,  D  a£44 ;  ^  ^k^rtf  VKfrdet^ 
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Wouke,  J.  week,  T.  iv.  1278,  v.  492. 
Wounde,  s.  wound,  i.  79 ;  plague  (Lat. 

plaga) ,  I  593 ;  Woundes  of  ^pte,  //. 

plagues    of   Egypt    (unlucky   days    so 

called),  3.  1207. 
Wo  we,  ger.  to  woo,  T.  v.  1091. 
WowinfiTt  J.  wooing,  L.  1553. 
Woxen,  pp,  of  Wexe. 
Wrak,  jr.  wreck,  B  513. 
Wrak,  pt.  s.  avenged,  T.  v.  1468. 
WrangTi  adv,  wrongly,  amiss  (Northern), 

A  4252. 
Wrastlen,  v.  wrestle,  B  3456. 
TVrathen,  ger,  to  render  angry,  T.  iii. 

174- 
Wraw,  adj,  angry.  H  46 ;  Wrawe,  peevish, 

fretful.  I  677. 
'Wrawnesse,  s,  peevishness,  fretfiilness, 

I  680. 
Wrecche,  s,  sorrowful  creature,  A  931 ; 

wretched  man,  T.  i.  708. 
VT^recche,  adj,  wretched,  F  1020. 
Wrecchednesse,  s,   misery.   B  3540; 

mean  act,  F  1523 ;  folly,  I  34 ;  miserable 

performance,  F  1271 ;  miserable  fare,  H 

171. 
Wreche,  s.  vengeance,  T.  v.  890,  896. 
Wreek,  imper.  s.  of  Wreke. 
TVreen,  v.  cover,  clothe,  R.  56 ;  Wreigh, 

pL  s,  covered,  hid,  T.  iii.  1056. 


wreke  f wr^ka) ,  v.  wreak,  avenge,  C  857 ; 
pr.  J.  smJ.  avenge,  L.  2340 ;  2  pr.  pi,  F 
454 ;  Wrak,  pt.  s,  T.  v.  1468 ;  Wreken, 


pp,  revenged,  F  784 ;  Wroken,  pp.  T.  i. 

88. 
Wreker,  s,  avenger,  5.  361. 
Wrenches,   s,  pi,  frauds,    stratagems, 

tricks,  G  1081. 
Wreste,  v.  constrain,  force,  T.  iv.  1427. 
Wreye,  v,  bewray,  reveal,  A  3503. 
W^rigrhte,  s,  workman,  A  614. 
Wrin^e,  v,  squeeze,  force  a  way,  HF. 

2110;   wring,  HF.  299;    Wrong,  pt,  s. 

wrung,  pinched,  D  492. 
W^rlt,  J.  scripture,  A  739. 
Writ,  -e,  -en ;  see  wirte. 
Wrofirht,  -e;  see  Werche. 
Wroken,  pp,  of  Wreke. 
Wronfir,  /.;  had  torong,  was  wrong,  3. 

1282. 
Wroner,  adv.  astray,  A  1267. 
W^rooth  (wrddth),  adj.  wroth,  angry,  3. 

513.  519. 

Wrot,  pt.  s.  wrote,  T.  i.  655. 

Wroteth,  pr,  s,  tears  with  the  snout, 
buries  the  snout,  pokes  about,  I  157. 

Wrye,  ger,  to  hide,  T.  iii.  1569;  to  dis- 
guise, T.  i.  399;  V.  cover,  E  887. 


Wrye,  v.  reveal,  discover,  flood  with 
light,  4.  91.  Variant  of  Wreye,  q.  v. 
[It  might  be  better  to  read  wreye,  and 
deye  in  1.  90.] 

Wryen,  v,  turn  aside,  3. 627 ;  ger,  to  turn, 
go,  T.  ii.  906 ;  //.  J.  bent,  A  3283. 

Wryte,  v,  write,  A  96;  Wni,  pr,  j. 
writeth,  writes,  T.  i.  394 ;  Wroot,  //.  s, 
B  725 :  Wrot,  T.  i.  655 :  Writen,  pt,  pi, 
wrote,  HF.  1504;  Write,  i  ft.  s,  subj, 
were  to  write,  B  3843;  Writen,  pp. 
written,  2.  43. 

Wnrthe,  ger.  to  turn  aside,  T.  iv.  9 ;  to 
wriggle  out,  T.  iv.  986;  Wrytheth,  pr, 
s,  writhes  out.  throws  forth  wreaths  of 
smoke  (Lat.  tor^uet),  B  i.  m  4.  10; 
Wryth,  pr,  s.  writhes,  wreathes,  T.  iii. 
1231. 

Wyd,  adj.  wide,  A  491. 

Wyde,  adv.  widely,  far,  T.  i.  629. 

Wyde- where,  far  and  wide,  everywhere, 
B136. 

W3rf,  s.  woman.  C  71 ;  wife,  3.  1082;  mis- 
tress of  a  household,  G  1015 ;  to  w,,  for 
wife,  A  i860 ;  Wyves,  //.  women,  wives, 
1.484. 

Wyfnood,  s.  womanhood,  B  76. 

Wsrflees,  adj.  wifeless,  E  1236. 

Wyfly,  adv.  womanly,  wife-hkc,  L.  1737. 

Wyke,  s.  week,  T.  ii.  450, 1273. 

Wyle,  s.  wile,  plot,  T.  iii.  1077 ;  subtlety, 

s.  215- 

Wjrn,  J.  wine,  A  334;  uym  ape,  H  44, 
wine  which  made  a  man  behave  like  an 
ape  f  so  also  Uon-wine,  pig-wime,  sheep- 
wine), 

Wynt,  pr,  s,  turns,  directs,  L.  85 ;  Wond, 
pt.  s.  wound,  L.  2253. 

Wyr,  s.  bit,  L.  1205. 

Wye,  adj.  wise,  prudent,  A  68;  /^  make 
ii  wys,  to  make  it  a  subject  for  delibera- 
tion, to  hesitate.  A  785. 

Wyse,  s.  way,  manner,  L.  20. 

Wyser,  oi/j,  wiser,  one  wiser  than  you, 
L.  2634. 

Wsrte,  s,  blame,  reproach,  G  953 ;  vow  to 
uyte,  for  a  blame  to  you,  i.  e.  laid  10 

^your  charge,  R.  1541. 

W3rte,  g^er,  to  blame.  T.  i.  82c  (under- 
stand is  before  nought) ;  Vlyten,  v, 
accuse,  I  1016. 


Y-,  a  prefix  used  especially  with  the  pp., 
like  the  A,%.ge-  and  G. re-.  See  below. 
It  also  occurs  in  the  infinitive,  as  in 
y-Jt/tde,   y-here,   y-Jk$Mwe,   y^ee,  y^hee. 
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11  also  occurs  in  the  adjeciive  ys^f. 
For  fuTtKer  informal ioti,  see  under  the 
forms  tif  the  infinirive  mood ;    c.  %*  for 

Yftf ;  pt,  I.  p/  Veve,  to  give. 
Ya-ld,  pt  i.  0/  Velden,  i<j  yields 
Tare,  ad/\  ready ^  L.  3270, 
Yat©,  J.  gate,  T.  ii,  617, 
Yave ;  sc*t!  Yeve. 
Y-bake,  pp.  baked,  L.  709. 
Y^banlflht,  //.  banbhed,  U  iWg* 
y^barred,  pp.  barrrd,  R.  480, 
Y-bathed,  pp.  bathed,  T.  W.  81 5, 
Y-bedaed,  //.  put  to  bed,  r,  v.  346. 
Y-beeu,  pp.  been,  B  4487, 
Y-beocbed, /)/,  furnished  with  benches, 

L.  98  a. 
Y-beten,  pp.  beaten,  T*  1.  741 ;   b«it«n. 

forijed,  A  2162 ;  formed  in  beaien  gold, 

A  979;  struck,  coined,  L,  1122. 
Y-bl©nt,  pp.  blinded,  R.  1610:  A  3808; 

deceived,  3.  647, 
Y-bleBB©d,//,  btessed,  B4638. 
Y-blaynt,  pp,  blenched,   turned   aside, 


Y^bfowep  pp.  blown,  T-  i.  3S4. 
Y-boren,  pp  born,  C  704*  E  6a6 ;  Y-bore, 


borun  li  158;  borne,  carried,  T.  r.  1650; 

mo\od,  y  326. 
Y-bougbt,  pp.  bought,  T.  i*  810. 
Y-bounden,  pp.  bound,  5.  a68. 
Y-bowed,  pp.  diverted,  B  4*  p  6,  179. 
Y-br©nd,  pp.  burnt,  G  318-  Y-brent,  HF, 


Y-craaed,  *^,  cncked,  bTokrti,  3,  3^4. 
T-crtetue4,  pp.  batptiicd,  B 140. 
Y-crowe./A  crowed,  A  3357* 
Y'd&iapned,/*/*  condemned^  L.  apjc* 
Y-dftTted,//.  pierced  with  a  dait,  i.  ( 

240, 
Ydal,  ,id/.  idlct  ernpt^,  vwio,  B  a?7S;  ^ 

yii^I,  In  vain,  D  3494,  F  867. 
Y^dlgbt,  pp.  decked,  A  3305. 
Ydolastre,  j.  idolater,  B  3377- 
Ydol©,  f.  idol,  3*  &a6. 
Y-doOG,  /^,    done,    B   4^ix>;    Oirer, 

1B94, 
Y-di'sd,  pp.  dreaded,  T.  ili,  1775, 
Y-drttwe,  *^,  drawn.  A  396,  944. 
Y-dreeeedj  //,  dreised,  axraiig^,  fin 

E3Si.  ^ 

Y-dronke,  /^  dnink,  B  3601,  ^H 

Y^dropped,/^.  bediopped,  oovered  «i^™ 

df  ops,  A  3S64, 
Y6,  J,  eye,  K.  ^;  **/  y,  ai  eye*  to  s^ 

evidently,  G  964,  lojOi   Sjfcugh  wUb  ft. 

rrceived,  A  3415 ;  Y«n.  /i  *y»e;  irjA 
3260,  3392. 
Ye.  adt!.  VKA,  verily,  T.  L  534,  ^H 

Yeddlos^es,  ^/.  &ones,  A  a^,  ^H 

Yede,  ^/.  s.  walked,  went,  G  1S41,  idsr^ 

A.  S.  itfrf#. 
Year,  s.  year,  A  347 :  Yere  Im  py,  otaoi 
a  yere),  B  134;  Veres  ende,  years  eai 
D  916  i   Yetr  by  yere,  year  aficr  war, 
B  i68g  ;  Fro  jeer  to  yere,  5.  331 :  Y«<^^ 
{srekaii)  pi.  A  ^:  Yere»,  (unv)  /4^H 
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A   149;  rod.  'caduceus.'  A  1387:  yard 

(in  length),  A  1050;  correction,  £  aa. 
Yeme,  mU,  eager,  brisk,  lively.  A  3337. 
Yeme,  <mr/.  eagerly,  soon,  D  993;  bnskly, 
glibly,  5.  3 ;  C  398 ;  as  y.,  very 
.91a 
Yeme.  ^er,  to  yearn  for.  to  be  longed 

for.  T.  IV.  198 ;  v,  desire,  T.  iii.  15a. 
Yeten  (^Mtan),  v,  pour,  shed,  B  i.  m  7.  i. 

A.  S.  geotoH, 
Yeve,  V,  give,  A  aja;  Yevest,  a^''.  J. 

?ivest,    F  1033;    Yeveth,  pr.  s.  E  93; 
eve,^,  s.  subj.  may  (he)  give,  E  30; 

Yaf,  I  pt.  5,  gave,  E  861 ;  Yaven,  pt,  pL 

G  415 :  Yeven,  //.  //.  subj.  would  give, 

HF.   1708;  Yeven,  pp.  given,  A   1086; 

devoted,  7.  11 1. 
Yeveres,  //.  givers,  I  791. 
Yevinff ,  j.  giving,  18.  37 ;  what  one  gives, 

4.23a 
Yexeth,//-.  s.  hiccoughs.  A  4151. 
Y-f alien,  pp,  fallen.  B  3166;  happened, 

G  1043 !  having  be£illen,  C  496. 
Y-fare,  pp.  eone.  T.  iii.  577. 
Y-felawshiped,  pp.  made  companions, 

B  a.  p  6.  91. 
Y-fere,  together.  B  394.  E  x  1 13.  G  38a   Cf. 

Infere. 
Y-fet,//.  fetched,  F  174.  G  1116. 
Y-fetered,//.  fettered.  A  1229. 
Y-fethered, /^.  feathered.  R.  951. 
Y-fe3nied,    //.     feigned,    invented,    L. 

337  a ;  evaded.  E  539. 
Y-floohed,^.  fixed,  B  4.  p  6.  lac. 
Y-flnde,  v.  find,  F  470;  Y-founde,/^.  L. 

1668. 
Y-flit,  //.  moved,  whirled  along.  B  i.  m 

a,  14. 
Y-folowed,  pp.  followed.  3.  39a 
Y-for^ed,  pp.  made.  A  3256. 
Y-formed,  pp.  created,  HF.  A90. 
Y-fO0tred,  pp.  fostered,  sustamed,  E  2x3 ; 

brought  up.  A^946. 
Y-founde, /^  found,  A  121 1,  3514. 
Y-foundea,  pp.  set  on  a  foundation,  5. 

231 ;  based,  3.  922. 
Y-R^texi,  pp.  eaten,  devoured.  L.  X95X. 
Y-frounced,  adj.  wrinkled,  R.  155. 
Y-fyned,  adj.  refined,  delicately  formed, 

R.  1696. 
Y-fyred,  pp.  fired.  L.  10x3. 
Y-fferdoned,  //.  rewarded,   B  5.  p  3. 

i8a. 
Y-^eten.pp.  gotten,  procured,  A  3564. 
Y-erlased,  pp.  glazed,  3.  323. 
Y-erlewed,  //.  fixed  tight,  F  182. 
Y-fflosed,  pp.  flattered.  H  34. 
Y-6roon,  pp.  gone,  L.  2206,  22x3. 


Y-graunted,  pp.  granted.  C  ^88. 

Y-grz^ve,  //.  dug  up.  cut,  L.  204;  dug 
out,  3.  164;  engraved,  graven,  A  3796; 
buried,  D  496. 

Y-grreved,  pp.  harmed,  A  4x81. 

Y-gTOUnde, /^.  ground,  A  3991;  sharp- 
ened, pointed,  A  2549. 

Y-gTOUXided, /^.  grounded,  3.  9ax. 

Y-grrowen,  pp.  grown,  A  3973. 

Y-halwed,/^.  consecrated.  L.  X87X. 

Y-barded,  pp.  hardened,  F  245. 

Y-hated,  pp.  hated.  HF.  200. 

Y-hent,//.  seized,  caught,  C  868. 

Y-herd,  pp.  as  adj.  covered  with    hair, 

A  3738- 
Y-here,  v.  hear,  T.  iv.  1313. 
Y-heried,  pp.  praised,  T.  li.  973. 
Y-bevied,^.  weighed  down,  B  5.  m  5. 

26. 
Y-hld,  pp.  hid,  G  317. 
Y-hlght,/^.  called.  T.  v.  54X. 
Y-holde,  pp.  esteemed  to  be,  A  2374; 

celebrated.  A  2958;  considered,  C  6oa; 

indebted.  L.  X954;  continued.  E   1932; 

restrained.  HF.  1286. 
Y-h\irt,  pp.  hurt,  A  2709. 


Y.Japed,//.  jested,  T.  i.  318. 
Ylf,  conj.  if,  L.  2059.  2q^x 
Yif ,  imp.  s.  give ;  see  Ylve. 


Yift,  s.  gift,  3.  247,  695,  127a 

Yildexi,  ger,    to    repay,    B  5.  p   i.   X4; 

Yildeth.   pr.   s.    yields,  produces.   B  4. 

m  6.  31.    See  Yelden. 
Y-Joiffxied,  pp.  joined.  B  2.  p  6.  93. 
Yis,  yes.  L.  517. 
Yisterday,  yesterday,  R.  104a 
Ylt,  yet,  L.  4,  xo6. 
Ylve,  ger.  to  give,  A  225;  Yivcth.pr.  s. 

gives,  18.  38;  pr.  s.  subJ.  may  (he)  give. 

3.  683 ;  Yiven.  i^.  given,  granted,  3.  71S5. 
Yfver,  s.  giver,  L.  2228. 
Y-kexnpt,  pp.  combed,  A  4369. 
Y-kl8t,  pp.  kissed,  T.  iv.  1689. 
Y-kneled,  pp.  kneeled,  L.  X232. 
Y-knet,  pp.    knotted,  tightly  bound.  T. 

iii.  X734 ;  Y-knit,  joined,  6.  32. 
Y-knowe,  v.  know,  F  887:    recognize, 

HF.  1336;  discern,  D  1370;  pp.  known. 


>39a. 

^korven,  pp.  c 
Y-koud,  pp.  kno%vn  well,  3. 666. 


Y^orven,  pp.  cut.  B  i8ox. 


Y-lad,  pp.  carried  (in  a  cart).  A  530. 
Y-laft,   pp.    left,   A    2746;    left  behind. 

F  XX28. 
Y-lBid,  pp.  laid,  L.  2141. 
Y-laln,  pf.  lain,  remained,  L.  24x0. 
Yle,  s.  isle,  island,  HF.  4x6,  440;  region, 

province,  L.  1425. 
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Y-lent,>^.  lent,  G  1406. 

Y-lered,/^.  educated.  T.  i.  976. 

Y4et,  /^.   hindered,    obstructed,    B    5. 

p  4.  34. 
Y-leten,  ^,   left,   allowed.   B  4.   p   4. 

Y3eyd,//.  laid,  A  3568. 

Y-llche,  adf.  alike,  similar,  L.  389. 

Y-Uohe,  aJv.  alike,  equally,  A  3596. 

Y-li88ed,/^.  eased.  T.  i.  1089. 

Y-llved,/>^.  lived,  T.  v.  933. 

Y-logrgred,  pp.  lodged,  B  4181. 

Y4oren,  pp.  lost,  L.  a6;  Y-tom,/^.  lost, 
T.  iv.  1250. 

Y4o8t,  pp.  lost,  HF.  183. 

Y4oved,  i^.  loved,  T.  i.  594. 

Y4yk,  ad/,  like,  A  592;  alike,  A  2734; 
Y-lyke,  like,  A  1539. 

Y4yke,  adv.  alike,  equally,  L.  55, 731. 

Y4yxned,  pp,  caught  (as  birds  with  bird- 
lime), D934. 

Y-maad,/^.  made,  caused,  HF.  691. 

Ymaffdriee,  p/.  carved  work,  HF.  1190. 

1304- 
Ymaffined,  pp.  considered,  intentional. 

I  448. 
Y-maked,/^.  made,  L.  las,  22a. 
Y-xnarked,  >^.  set  down,  marked  out, 

planned,  HF.  1103. 
Y'XXXBskedfpp.  enmeshed,  T.  iii.  1734. 
Y-medled,^.  mingled,  T.  iii.  815. 
Y-mel,  pr^.  among  (Northern),  A  4171. 
Y-ment,/^.  intended.  HF.  1742. 
Y-met,  pp.  met,  A  2624 ;  Y-mette,  as  pi, 

adj.  met.  B  1115. 
Y-mejmd,  pp.  mixed,  mingled,  A  217a 
Y-moeved,/^.  moved,  B  4.  m  6. 7. 
Yxnpne,  s.  lyric   poem   (lit  hymn),  L. 

422. 
Y-mused,  pp.    mused,    reflected,    HF. 

1287. 
Y-nexnpned,  pp.  named,  I  598. 
Y-nofirb,  adj.  enough,  sufficient,  A  373, 

3149;   Y-now,  G  1018;   Y-nowe,  pi.  5. 

233. 
Y-nogrh,  adv.  enough,  sufficiently,  6.  13; 

Y-nough,  R.  247. 
Y-noxne,  pp.  caught,  overcome,  T.  i.  242 ; 

taken.  L.  2^43. 
Y.nori88hed,/0.  educated,  T.  v.  821. 
Y-offred,  i^.  ottered,  dedicated,  L.  932. 
Yok,  s.  yoke,  E  113.  1285. 
Yolde,  -n  ;  see  Yelden. 
YoUo,  pr.  pi.  cry  aloud.  A  2672. 
Yomanrye,  j.  yeomanry,  A  3949. 
Yon,  adj.  yon,  A  4178. 
Yond,  adv.  yonder,  A  1099. 
Yonff  >  cidj.  young,  A  79. 


Yonffhede,  s.  dot.  youth,  R.  051. 

Yore,  adv.  formerly,  of  old.  B  174.  272 ; 

for  a  long  time,  a  long  while,  A  rtij; 

long  ago,  long,  i.  150;  yitre  agom.  kmg 

ago.  5.  17 :  r*re  ago,  A  3437 ;  fitly.,  vwy 

long  ago,  7.  243.  346;  c/tymey^  of  okl 

time.  F  963. 
Youllnff,  s.  loud  lamentation.  A  1378. 
Y-painted,  pp.  painted.  R.  892. 
Y.passed,    pp.   passed,    R.   380;    pu^ 

£1892. 
I  Y-payed,>^.  paid.  A  1809. 
I  Y-piked,  pp.  picked  over.  G  941. 
I  Y-plesed,/^.  pleased.  D  93a 

Y-ple3mea, /^.  complained.  T.  iv.  1688. 
I  Y-pleynted,  pp.  full  of  complaint,  T.  ▼. 

1597. 
Y-plounsred,  pp.  plunged,   sunk,  B  3, 

p  II.  122. 
Y-pl3rted,  pp.  pleated,   gathered.    B   i. 

pa.  31. 
Ypocraa,  Hippocrates;  kemct  a  kind  of 

cordial.  C  306. 
Ypocryte,  /.  hypocrite.  F  514. 
Y-portreyd,  pp.  covered  with  picmies. 

R.  897.       . 
Y-porveyed,  pp.  foreseen.  B  5.  p  3.  45. 
Y-prayed,/^.  mvited.  E  269. 
Y-preised,  pp.  praised.  HF.  1577. 
Y-preved,/^.  proved  (to  be),  A  485. 
Y-p\iUed,  pp.  plucked,  i.  e.  with  soper- 

fluous  hairs  plucked  out  A  3245. 
Y-purveyed,  pp.  foreseen.  B  5.  p  3.  ^ 
Y-queimt,  pp.  quenched.  A  3754. 
Y-qulked,  /^.  kindled.  I  <36. 
Y-quit,  pp.  quit.  acquitted/F  673. 
Y-raft,/^.  bereft,  snatched  away.  A  0015; 

reft,  robbed.  L.  1572. 
Yre,  s.  ire,  anger,  vexation,  i.  30^ 
Y-red,/^.  read.  T.  iv.  799. 
Y-reke,/!;^.  raked  together.  A  388a. 
Y-rekened,  pp.  accounted,  D  367 ;  takes 

into  account  F  427. 
Yren,  s.  iron.  R.  1184. 
Yren,  adj.  iron.  G  75a 
Y-rent,  pp.   taken,  T.  v.   1654;   torn.  B 

844. 
Y-ron^e,  pp.    rung,   told    loudly.    HF. 

1655. 
Y-ronne,  pp.  run.  A  8.  3893 ;  continued. 

L.  194^:  run    together,  A    3693;    "«'■ 

laced.  K.  1396;  clustered.  A  9165. 
Y-rotined,J^.  whispered,  HF.  aio7. 
Y.«atled,/J».  settled,  E  2405. 
Y-aayd,  pp.  said,  3.  270. 
Y-8cedded,  pp.  scalded.  A  aoo 
Y-8Chette,J^.//.  shut.  B  560. 
Yse,  s.  ice.  HF.  1130. 
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Y-eee,  v.  behold,  T.  ii.  354 ;  ifftp.  s,  see, 
look,  T.  ii.  1253 ;  Y-seyn,  f>p,  seen,  L. 
2076. 

Y-aene,  ad;,  visible,  A  59a,  F  996 ;  mani- 
fest. T.  iv.  1607;  L.  1394.  A.  S.gesene, 
gesyne, 

Y-aet,  pp,  set,  A  4337 ;  placed,  5.  149 ;  set 
down,  F  173 ;  seated,  C  39a ;  appointed, 
A  1635 ;  planted,  R.  604. 

Y-seye,  pp,  seen,  HF.  1367 ;  Y-seyn,  T.  v. 
448. 

Y-aeyled,  pp.  sailed,  B  4289. 

Y-ahad,  pp.  scattered  (Lat  sparsas),  B  3. 

012.33- 
Y-shaken,  pp.  quivering,  sparkling,  B  i. 

m  3. 17. 
Y-shamed.i^.  put  to  shame,  HF.  356. 
Y-shapen,  {strong)  pp.  shaped,  prepared, 
B  3420;   provided,  A  4179;   contrived, 
G  1080 ;  Y-shaped,  {yttak)  pp.  prepared, 
T.  iii.  1240. 
Y-ahave,  pp.  shaven,  A  60a 
Y-shent,  pp.   put    to    shame,   severely 

blamed,  D  1312. 
Y-shette,^.  //.  shut,  B  2159. 
Y-ahewed,  pp.  shown,  T.  v.  1251 ;  made 

manifest,  4. 181. 
Y-ahore,  pp.  shorn,  T.  iv.  906. 
Y-ahove,//.  borne  about,  L  726. 
Y-alayn,  pp.  slain,  HF.   159;   Y-slawe, 

B484. 
Y-aznlte,  pp.  smitten,   wounded,   B  3. 

m7.7. 
Y-«onfire>  pp»  sung,  D  1726;   Y-songen, 

L.  270. 
T-aouffht, /^.  sought,  T.  iii.  1317. 
T-aounded,/^.  sunk,  T.  ii.  535. 
Y-aowon,  pp.  sown,  HF.  1488. 
Y-sped,  >|jd.  sped,  A  422a 
Y-8pend.ed,/^.  spent,  B  5.  p  4. 15. 
Y-sprad,  pp.  spread,  B  1644;    Y- 

A  4140. 

Y^preynd,  pp.  sprinkled,  A  2169. 
Y-spronfire,^.  sprung,  shot  out,  R.  718; 

divuleed,  HF.  2081. 
Y-8talled,  pp.  installed,  HF.  1364. 
Y-8tiked,  pp.  stuck.  A   1565;    stabbed, 

F  1476. 
Y-stint,/^.  stopped,  D  39a 
Y-8tonde,  pp.  stood,  been,  T.  v.  1612. 
Y-8tonfire,  pp.  stung,  C  355. 
Y-storve,  pp.  dead,  A  2014. 
Y-atra'wed,/^.  bestrewn,  3. 629. 
Y-strlke,>>^.  struck,  11.  34. 
Y-ouffl^d,  pp.  sufiFered,  T.  v.  415. 
Y'-a w^eped,  pp.  swept,  G  938. 
Y-O'wom,  pp.  sworn,  A  1132;  sworn  (to 
do  it) .  T.  v.  283. 


if-spred. 


Y-awowned,  pp.  swowned,  L.  1342. 
Y-take,  pp.  caught,  B  3514;    taken,  L. 

617. 
Y-thanked,  >^.  thanked,  D  21 18. 
Y-thee,  v.  thrive,  T.  iv.  439. 
Y-thewed,  pp.  disposed;  wtl y^hewed, 

well-conducted,  5.  47 ;  R.  1008. 
Y-thonked,  pp.  thanked,  T.  iv.  2. 
Y-thronfiren,  pp.  confined,  B  2.  p  7.  53. 
Y-throwe, />i>.  thrown,  T.  iv.  6;  cast  out, 

2.  89. 
Y-told,  pp.  told,  A  3109. 
Y-tomed,  pp.  turned,  B  4.  m  5.  i. 
Y-travailea,/»^.  laboured,  with  difficulty, 

Es.  P3.45. 
Y-treapaaaed,  pp.  sinned,  B  2609. 
Y-treaaed,  //.  plaited  in  tresses,  T.  v. 

810. 
Y-treted,  pp.  discussed,  B  4.  p  i.  70. 
Y-t\ikked,  pp.  tucked  up,  L.  982. 
Y-tumed, //.  turned,  A  1238,  2062. 
Y-twinnea,  pp.  parted,  T.  iv.  788. 
Yve,  B4156;  see  Brbe. 
Yvel,  adj.  ill,  evil,  T.  ii.  looi. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  R.  213, 1067. 
Yveloa,  s.  pi.  evils,  B  2618. 
Yvory,   s.   ivory,    B   2066;    Yvoire,    3. 

946. 
Y-voyded,  >>^.  removed,  F  1159. 
Y-war,  adj.  aware.  T.  ii.  398. 
Y-wamed,  pp.  warned,  B  4422. 
Y-waxen,  pp.  grown,  become,  T.  v.  275 ; 

Y-waxe,  3.  1275. 
Y-wedded,  pp.  wedded,  L.  1179. 
Y-went,  pp.  gone,  HF.  976. 
Y-went,  pp.   weened,   imagined,  T.   v. 

444* 
Y-wot,  pp.  wetted,  A  4155. 
Y-whet,  pp.  whetted,  7.  212. 
Y- wimpled,  pp.  provided  with  a  wimple, 

A   470;    covered   with   a   wimple,   L. 

797. 
Y-wia,    adv.   certainly,   truly,  verily,   R. 


279,  350, 357. 

lax,  pp.  known,  B  5.  p  3 
Y-wonne,  pp.  gained.  T.  *iv.  13 15 ;  won. 


Y-wlat,  pp.  known,  B  5.  p  3.  36. 


D  2293 ;  arrived,  L.  2427. 
Y-wortne,  pp.  become,  3.  579. 
Y-wounde,  pp.  wound,  covered  up,  12. 

18. 
Y-woven,    pp.    woven,    completed,    L. 

2360. 
Y-woxen,  pp.  grown,  E  1462. 
Y-writen,  pp.  written,  5.  124, 141. 
Y-WPlthen,     pp.     wreathed,     wrapped 

round,  R.  i6a 
Y-WPOfirht,  pp.  made,  A  196,  B  2054; 

shaped.  L.  1173;  depicted,  3.  327 ;  orna- 
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mented.  R.  897;  Y-wroghte,  pp.  pL 
ftishioned.  5. 123. 

Y-wrokeiiJi^.  avenged.  16. 96 ;  Y-wroke, 
wreaked,  T.  v.  589. 

Y-wronfire,  pp,  forced,  L.  2527. 

Y-WPyen,  pp,  hidden,  T.  iii.  1451 ;  cov- 
ered, A  2904. 

Y-yeve,  fp,  given,  T.  iii.  1376;  Y-yive, 
T.  iii.  161 1. 


Z. 

Zelee,  pL  zeal,  T.  v.  1859. 

Zodia^  i.  //.  beasts.  A.  i.  21. 6i. 

Zodiac,  J.  zodiac,  A.  pr.  109.  An  imagi- 
nary belt  in  the  heavens,  of  the  breadth 
of  12°,  along  the  middle  of  which  nins 
the  ecliptic  The  Astrolabe  only  shoved 
the  northern  halfoi  this  belt 


GLOSSARY  TO   FRAGMENTS  B  AND  C  OF 
THE   ROMAUNT   OF   THE    ROSE. 

FRAGMENT  B  =  IL  1706-5810. 
FRAGMENT  C  =:=  U.  5811-7698. 

Thb  follovinc  Glossary  (which  includes  proper  names)  is  separated  from  the  preceding  because 
Fragments  B  and  C  of  the  Romaunt  are  not  oy  Chaucer. 

Fragment  B  abounds  in  Northern  words  and  forms.  Words  b  Fragment  C  have  '  C '  prefixed 
to  the  number  of  the  line. 


A,  V.  (to)  hare,  4532. 

Abandoun:   in  abandoMn,  fiilly,  without 


stint,  a- 
Abaw(  * 


4041. 


ed,  pp. 


amazed,  3646;    Abawid. 


Abays^ed,  pp.  cast  down,  3370. 
Abey,  v.  (^/&r  Abcye),  suffer  (tor  it),  pay 


(for  it),  C 


C6713. 
,  s.  delay, 


See  Abye. 


Abit,  J.  habit,  dress,  religious  dress,  49x4. 
Abit,  Abood ;  see  Abyde. 
Abood.  s.  dela^,  C  7697. 
Aboven,  adv.  in  luck,  4352. 
Abralde,  v.  start  up,  break  forth,  5156; 

Abraid,  i  //.  s,  awoke,  1806;  Abreyde, 

(t.  s.  broke  out,  3967. 
ADrede,  adv.  abroad, 
Lbsei 
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Absente,  pr.   1.   sttfy'.  abstain,  refrain, 


2563. 
/.  absti 


Ab0tlnenoe-8treyned.  i.  e.  Constrained 

Abstinence  (personified).  C  6341,  7366. 
Abyde,  ^/r.  to  await,  49x0;  v.  expect, 

5339;    watch    for,   49x3;    Abit,  pr.   s, 

dwells,  4977,  4989;  stays,  50x2:  Abood, 

I  pf.  s.  endured,  waited,  3694. 
Abye,  v.  pay  for.  C  5888,  5976;  Abyeth, 

pr.  s.  C  764a. 
Accord,  I  pr.  s.  agree  to.  2083 ;  Accorded, 

pt.  pi.  agreed.  C  58x5 ;  pp,  reconciled, 

C5846. 


A-oold,  adj\  cold,  chilly.  2658. 

Acoye,  V.  quiet,  allay,  3564. 

Acquyte,  v.  defray  the  expense,  pay  for, 

C6742. 
Ado  {/or  at  do),  to  do,  508a 
A-fere,  adv,  on  fire,  4073. 
Afered,  pp.  afraid.  3604. 
Afft^y,  s.  terror.  3866;  fear,  2034. 
Afftuyed,/^.  frightened,  3x13. 
Affye,  v,  trust,  315c. 
Afom,  adv.  formerly,  3952. 
Aftir,  prep,  according  to.  2255. 
Afyxie,  adv.  completely,  369a 
Agraat,  adj.  afraid,  C  OZ06. 
Afireyn-ooxninflr»  s,  returning,  2^18. 
Agresrus,  prep,  in  comparison  with,  5536. 
Affilte,  pr,  s.  sinned  against,  offended. 

C  5833. 6784;  Agiltest,  2//.  s.  C  757a. 
•^o,^.  gone,  2932. 
A-grree,  adv.  in  good  part,  4349. 
A-ffX'eef,  adv»  inbad  part ;  iake  noiagrttf, 

take  it  not  amiss,  C  7573. 
Aken,  v.  ache.  C  6906. 
Al,  comj,  although,  X75^ 
Al-day,  adv.  continually. 
Alder.  adj.gtH.pl.  of  (us)  all',  C  6948. 
Alderflrst,  adv.  first  of  all.  C  7505. 
Alegrffed,  //.  //.  alleriated,  yj€^.    See 

Allege. 
Aleffgement,  /.  alleviatioii.  1890,  X923. 
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AlflT&te,  adv.  alway,  always,  5157,  C  7477; 

at  any  rate,  C  715a. 
Allege,  V.  exempt  (lit.  alleviate),  C  6696; 

Alleggith./r.  s.  alleviates,  2588. 
Allegreaunce,  s.  alleviation,  1871. 
AUowe,  v.  approve  of.  value,  5x86. 
Almesse,  s.  alms.  C  6624. 
Al-only,  adv.  alone.  C  58x9. 
Alosed,  pp.  noted,  fomed,  2354. 
Al-out,  adv.  altogether.  2101,  9935. 
Al-outerly,  adv.  utterly,  C  630a,  7663. 
Alowe,  V.  accept,  approve  0^5175. 
Also,  conj.  as,  C  6767. 
Amende,  v,  advance,  succeed,  C  5876. 
Axnonff ,  adv.  sometimes,  2325, 3241, 3304. 
Amourettes,  s.pl.  sweethearts,  47^5. 
Amyas,  a  curious  error ;   for  At  *Myas, 

i.  e.  at  Meaux,  3826.    F.  text,  a  Miaus. 
And,  conj.  if.  2051, 4441. 
Anflrer,  5.  pain,  anguish,  1877;   Angres, 

pi.  torments,  2554,  3789. 
Angerly,  adv.  cruelly,  3511. 
Angrre,  ger.  to  vex,  3526. 
Anflrry,  adj.  cruel.  2628.  3265. 
AniTUissous,  adj.  anxious.  175^. 
Anker,  s.  an  anchoress,  a  jfemflile  recluse 

shut  up  either  in   a  cell   attached    to 

a  church,  or  living  under  a  religious 

rule  in  her  own  house,  C  6348. 
Anon-rlffht,  adv.  straightway,  1^8. 
Anoy,  s.  discomfort,  pain,  vexation,  1919, 

2099,4404. 
Anoynt,  pp.  anointed.  x888. 
Apaired,//.  s.  injured,  C  7522. 
Apayed,  pp.  satisfied,  2854,  5631. 
Apercey ved,  //.  s.  perceived,  C  6312. 
Aperceyving,  j.  perception,  C  6318. 
Apert,  adj.  open,  obvious.  C  6621. 
Apostlis  newe,  i.  e.  the  preaching  friars, 

C6270. 
Apparence,  s.  mere  outward  appearance, 

5550 ;  evidence.  C  7660. 
Apparent,  adj.  distinct.  2583. 
Appert,  adj.  open,  C  6150.    See  Apert. 
Appose,  v.  oppose,  C  655s.  7x46.     F. 

text,  oposer. 
A-queynt, /^.  acauainted,  308a 
Aqueyntable,  adj.  affable,  22x3. 
Arace,  v.  pull  out,  X752. 
Arblasters. /.//.men  with  crossbows,4X96. 
Ares6neth,  pr.  s.  reasons  with,  argues, 

C62ao. 
Arest,  s.  rest  (for  a  spear),  C  7561. 
Arette,  v.  impute,  3327. 
Areyse,  v.  raise  up,  436X ;  rouse,  C  7x59. 
A-rowe,  adv.  in  a  row,  C  7606. 
Asoape,  v.  escape,  get  out  of  the  diffi- 
culty, C  65x5. 


Asker,  s.  one  who  begs,  C  6674. 
A-Slope,  adv.  aside,  awry.  4464. 
Assay,  s.  attempt,  3449 ;  quality,  temper. 

4350- 
Assayed,  >^.  tried,  proved,  2688. 
Asseth,  a  sufficient^,  5600. 
AssoUe,  v.  absolve.  C  6364 ;  pp.  explained, 

AssSunflT,  s.  absolving,  C  64x2. 

Assured,  pp.  secured.  4309. 

Astat,  s.  state,  plight.  24x6:  Astate,  cod- 
dition.  ^672,  C  6856. 

Astoned,/^.  astonished,  3859. 

A-sundlr,  adv.  diversely,  4477. 

A-swone,  in  a  swoon,  1716. 

At,  prep,  at  the  hands  o/;  from.  C  6870; 
At  al.  at  all  points,  5249 ;  ai  Uesie  wtf, 
at  least,  C  5827 ;  at  wordts/ewe^  in  a  finr 
words,  briefly,  2x29. 

Attendith,  pr.  s.  attaches  itself,  apper- 
tains, 5309. 

Attour,  s.  array,  37x8.  * 

Ausrustins,  s.pl  Austin  Friars.  C  7461. 

Aumenere,  s.  purse  for  alms.  2271. 

Auntre,  v.  rejl.  venture,  2495. 

Avale,  V.  descend,  1803. 

Avaunced,/^.  promoted.  C  6951 ;  bdped 
3468. 

Avaunt,  adv.  in  advance,  forward.  3959. 
4790. 

Avaunt,  v.  rejl.  boast.  4788. 

Avauntacre,  s.  profit.  5808. 

Avenaunt,  adj.  becoming,  seemly.  2053; 
pleasant.  3679 :  condescending.  4622. 

Aventure,  s.  chance,  fortune,  fiite.  axiS, 
4376 :  case.  C  7308. 

Avouterye.  s.  adultery,  4954. 

Avysed,  x  ft.  s.  rejl.;  Avysed  me,  ap- 
plied mysell,  X807. 

Awasrte,  s.  ambush.  4497. 

Awasrted,  pp.  watched;  awayttd  -mtk. 
watched  by,  3066. 

Axe.  V.  ask.  C  6559. 

Ayeinea,  prep,  against.  C  7178. 


Bachllere,  s.  young  knight.  2828. 

Bagrge,  s.  purse.  C  683^ 

Baillye,  s.  custody,  jurisdiction,   4217: 

enclosure,  C  7574. 
BaJaunce,  s.  suspense,  4667. 
Balis,  s.pl.  troubles,  sorrows,  4441. 
Bane,  s.  death.  4491. 
Baren.  pt.  pi.  l>are,  C  6243. 
Baronaffe,  1.  the  assembly  of  bvoas. 

C58X2. 
Bataile,  s.  host,  C  5849;  pi.  battmlioas. 

C7348. 
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Bstayled,  pp,  battlemented,  4300. 

Bate.  J.  striTe,  4235. 

Baud,  adj.  jolly  (fit.  bold),  5674. 

Bayly,  s,  bailin,  C  6ai8. 

Beau-sire,  s,  fair  sir.  C  6053. 

Bede,  v.  stretch  out  (lit.  proffer),  1710. 

Bede,  //.  s,  subj,  might  pray,  C  7374. 

Bedels,  s,pL  officers,  (j  6812. 

Begger,  s,  Beguin,    hence,   mendicant, 

C  7282 ;  Aggers,  Beguins,  C  7256. 
Beflryne,  i.  Beguine,  C  7368. 
Bemes,  j.  //.  trumpets.  C  7605. 
Berafte,  //.  //.   subj,   should   deprive, 

C6669. 
Bern,  s,  bam.  5589. 
Besaunt,  s.  bezant,  5592. 
Beslnease,  s,  diligence.  3624. 
Bestial,  adj,  stupid,  C  6716. 
Bete,  pr.  s.  subj,  cure,  4^1. 
Bialacoil,  i.  e.  Bial  Acoil,  Fair  Reception, 

^984.  3999. 3011- 

Bigoon,  adj, ;  wel  bigoon,  well  off,  5533. 

Bigryns,  s.pl,  B6guines,  C  6861. 

Biheest,  s.  promise,  4446, 4474. 

Bihote,  V.  promise,  4446. 

Bihove,  s.  dot.  behoof.  2964. 

Bilefte,  1  pt.  s.  remained,  336a 

Bimene,  imp,  s,  rejl,  bemoan  thyself, 
2667. 

Biset,  pt,  s.  employs,  5262. 

Bishet,//.  shut  up  (in  prison),  4488. 

Bit,  pr,  s,  abides,  5330. 

Bitsusrht,  pt,  s.  commended,  4438. 

Bitraesbed,  pp,  betrayed,  39x0. 

Blake,  adj,  pt.  black  (monks),  Bene- 
dictines, C  6695. 

Blende,  g^r,  to  blind,  to  deceive,  3954 ; 
Blent,  pp,  deceived.  C  6652. 

Blered,  pp,  bleared,  dimmed,  deceived, 

Bumie,  V,  desist  from,  C  661 1. 

Bl3rve,  adv.  quickly;  as  M,  very  quickly, 

2799- 
Boden,  pp,  commanded,  2721. 
Boece,  Boethius,  5661. 
Book;    tkg  book,  i.  e.  the  Canon  Law, 

C  638«;;  the  Bible,  C  6636. 
[Bordera,  s.  pi,  C  6911.    Better  reading; 

for  burdens.] 
Bordillers,  s,pl,  brothel-keepers,  C  7034. 
Boro^^e,  s.  pledge,  C  7331. 
Bosarde,  s,  buzzard.  4033. 
Bote,  s,  remedy,  1760. 
Botes,  s,  pi,  boots.  2265,  C  7262. 
Botoun,  s.  bud,  1721.  1761,  2960. 
Bouererons,  s.pl,  sodomites,  C  7022. 
Bouerbt,  pp,;  a  bought,  to  have  bought, 

432a. 


Bountee,  s,  kindness,  3147;   goodness, 

C6597. 
Braide,  ger,  to  bestir   itself,  wake   up, 

C7128. 
Braste,  ger,  to  burst.  3186. 
Brede,  s,  breadth ;  on  br.,  abroad,  3635. 
Broken,  v.  disobey.  3478. 
Brenne,  v.  bum,  2475. 
Brennlxig,  s.  burning,  2727. 
Brere,  s,  briar,  C  6191. 
Brest,  V.  burst.  4107. 
Breve,  adj,  short,  ^o. 
Brimme,  adj,  cmel.  1836. 
Brocages,  s.pl,  contracts,  C  6971. 
Brond,  s.  nre-brand,  3706. 
Burdens,  error  for  Borders,  C  6911. 
Burdoun,  s.  staff;  cudgel,  3401. 
Bumettes,  s.  fl.  dresses  made  of  fine 

woollen  cloth  dyed  brown,  4756. 
But-lf,  conj.  unless,  1962. 
Buxom,  adj.  obedient,  pliant,  4419. 
By,  prep,  in,  C  6616 ;  iK^ide,  C  7032. 
By  and  by,  in  order,  2345;  precisely, 

4581. 
Bye,  V.  buy,  pay  for,  9052. 
Bytincre,/r/j./arA  cutting,  C  7420. 


Oaae,  s,  case,   plight,    3374;  //.  cases, 

C6759. 
Oedeweys,  s.pl,  soft,  sweet  pears  Twhich 

came  from  Cailloux   in  Burgundy),  C 

7043- 

Oalle,  V.  recall,  3974. 

Oamelyne,  s.  camel's-hair  stuff,  C  7367. 

Can,  \pr,  s.  (I)  know,  4796;  pr.  s.  under- 
stands. C  5872;  Can  him  no  thank, 
offers  him  no  thanks,  2112;  Canst. 
2/r.  s.  feelest,  4399. 

Oaribdis,  Charybdis.  4713. 

Oarmes,  s.  pi.  Carmelites,  White  Friars. 
C  7462. 

Gas,  s.  occasion,  C  7481. 

Caste,  V.  ref.  apply  himself.  2031 ;  Cast, 
pr.  s.  casts,  4330 ;  considers,  5620 ;  Caste, 
pt.  s.  refi.  set  himself,  i860. 

Oastels  in  Spayne,  castles  in  the  air. 

2573. 
Castinflr,  s,  vomit,  C  7288. 
Oatel,  J.  property,  5376. 
Cause ;  in  cause,  to  blame.  4525. 
Casrtif,  s.  poor  wretch,  3554. 
Chace,  v.  chase  away ;  do  ck,,  caused  to 

be  chased  away,  C  7534. 
Chafe,  V.  irritate,  3685. 
Chamberere,  s.  chamber-maid,  4935. 
Chanoun,  s,  canon,  3278. 
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Oh»pitre,  s,  chapter,  C  653a. 
Chapman,  s,  trader,  5591. 
Gbu^d,  //.  s.  instructed,  2145. 
Chasteleyn,    s.  castellan,   governor   of 

a  castle,  C  6327. 
Ghastelesme,  s.  the  wife  of  a  chastelain 

or  governor  of  a  castle,  3740. 
Chastye,  i  //•.  s,  reprove,  C  6993. 
Cohere,    j.   countenance,    favour,    3952; 

appearance,  5486,  C  6474 ;  delight,  3805. 
Cherete,  s.  fondness.  ^516. 
Chese,  v.  choose,  4436;  Chese  .  .  .  hem 

to.  pr.  pi.  choose  for  themselves,  C  6a3a 
Chevered,  pp.  shivered.  1733. 
Chevisaunoe,  s.  resource,  remedy,  3337. 
Chevise,  v.   occupy    himself  (for    me), 

manage  (for   me),  settle    my  cause,  C 

6425. 
Chione,  adj\  parsimonious,  5588. 
Chideresse,  s.  scold,  virago,  4366. 
Ohinche,  ati/.  mean,  avaricious.  C  5998. 

Nasalised  form  of  Ohiche. 
Chinohy,  ad/,  mean,  grudging,  niggardly, 

C6002. 
Cierfiris,  //.  wax  tapers.  C  6248. 
Clarree,  s.  a  sweet  liquor  consisting  of 

a  mixture  of  wine,  clarified  honey  and 

various  spices,  as  pepper  and   ginger, 

&c.,  C  5967.  5971. 
Olepe,  V.  call,  C  5907. 
Cllpsy,  adj.  eclipsed,  dim,  5349. 
Clomhen,  pp.  climbed  up.  C  6933. 
OI008,  adj.  close,  discreet,  C  6104. 
Close,  V.  enclose,  4373. 
Closer,  s.  enclosure,  4069. 
Cloth,  s.  dress,  C  6345. 
Colour,  s.  way,  manner,  C  6383. 
Come,  1.  coming,  C  7628. 
Compas,  s.  circuit,  1843;  circumference, 

4183 ;  Com  pace,  perfection,  3308. 
Compassen,  i  /r.  //.  study,   observe 

closely.  C  6933. 
Complisshen,  v.  accomplish,  3133. 
Comprende,  v.  consider,  include  (in  my 

explanation),  C  6633. 
Compte,  J.  counting,  account.  5006. 
Comunably,  adv,    commonly,   usually, 

C  7237. 

Comunely,  adv.  publicly,  4801. 

Comuntee,  s,  community,  common  pos- 
session, 5309. 

Concours,  s.  course,  result,  4360. 

Conestablerye,  1.  a  ward  of  a  castle 
under  the  command  of  a  constable, 
4318. 

Conln^es,  s,p/.  conies,  rabbits,  C  7044. 

Conisaunce,  s.  understanding,  know- 
ledge, 5465, 5559 ;  acquaintance,  4668. 


Conjeote,  i  pr.pi.  conspire.  C  6938. 

Conne,  2  pr.  s.  subj.  mayst  be  weU  in- 
structed, 2315. 

Consequence,  s.  result,  C  6448. 

Consolacioun,  the  '  Consolation  of  Phi- 
losophy,' 5661. 

Constreynaunoe,  j.  constraint  C  7438. 

Contene,  v.  remain.  2641 ;  rejl,  bear  him- 
self, 3348;  Conteyne.v.  contain  (himself), 
4933;  Contene.  pr.  pi.  re/L,  mainrain 
themselves,  C  6805. 

Contraxie,  s.  perplexity,  4478. 

Contrarious,  adj.  hostile.  3354. 

Controve,  v.  compose  songs,  ^a^ ;  gtr, 
to  invent,  C  7547. 

Contune,  v.  continue,  4354,  5330. 

Convay ,  ger.  to  accompany,  2428. 

Corage,  s.  mood,  temper,  4928. 

Cordileree,  $.  pi.  Franciscans,  (so  caBed 
from  wearing  a  girdle  of  rope).  C  7461. 

Comewayle,  Comouaille    in    Bnttany. 

4250- 
Corumpable,  adj.  corruptible,  4856. 
Cos,  s.  kiss,  3663. 

Cost,  i.  coast,  place,  3931 ;  quarter.  2477. 
Cotidien,  adj.   quotidian,    daily;    as  i. 

a  quotidian  ague,  2401. 
Couchen,/r.//.  impose.  C  6903. 
Countesses,  s.pl.  C  686a 
Countours,  s.  pi.  accountants,  C  681& 
Coupe-fforflre,  s.  Cut-throat,  C  7422. 
Couth,  pp.  kno%irn.  2000 ;  evident,  4213. 
Coveityse,    s.    coveting,    desire,   4129; 

covetousness,  §073. 
Covenable,  adj.  seemly,  fitting,  suitable, 

C  6oao.  6752;  excellent,  C  7181. 
Co  vent,  i.  convent,  4904,  C  73801 
Coverchief,  1.  kerchief,  head-covering. 

C7369. 
Covert,  a^.  secret,  hidden  up.  C  6149. 
Coverture,  s.  concealment,  217a. 
Covyne,  s.  intrigue,  secret  plan.  3799. 
Coy,  adj.  quiet,  hidden.  4297. 
Crece,!.  increase,  progeny, 4875.  {Ivrimtd 

crece  seems  to  mean  destroyed  pfOgeny, 

i.  e.  abortion.)    See  crtast  (s  mcrtast) 

in  the  New  E.  Diet 
Croce,  s.  croxier,  C  6470. 
Crownet,  s,  coronet,  3903. 
Cunne,  v,  shew;  cmme   Aim    mtmt^te, 

shew  him  ill-will,  4559;   z  ^.  pL  caa. 

C  5879;  fr.  pL  know  (how),  C  6174; 

pr.  s.  subu  be  able,  C  5993. 
Cure,  s.  charge,  1962,  C  6562 ;  care.  4392 , 

cause  of  care,  2456 ;  heed.  C  7557 ;  aid, 

C  6752;  jurisdiction,  3540. 
Curious,  adj,  diligent  sealous.  C  6s7<. 

6590. 
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Gustomere,  adj\  accustomed,  4936.    F. 

text,  coMstumiert, 
Cut,  pr.  s.  cuts,  C  6198. 

D. 

Dagges,  s.  pi,  loose  tags  or  shreds  of 
clotb,  C  7260.  (I  can  find  no  exact 
account  of  the  £astening  here  referred 
to;  I  suppose  that  the  dagges,  or  tape- 
like strips,  had  button-holes,  through 
which  the  knoppes  or  buttons  passed.) 

Daliaunoe,  5.  talk,  a85a 

Dampning,  s,  damnation.  C  6643. 

Dar,  pr.  s.  dare,  6049. 

Daunce ;  (Ae  olde  d.,  the  old  game,  4300. 

Daungere,  s,  resistance,  193a ;  reluctance, 
2318;  power,  control,  2051. 

DaungerouB,  adj,  shy,  reluctant,  back- 
ward, 2312;  hard  to  please,  2824;  cruel, 

^3594.3727. 

Daunte,  v.  conquer,  subdue.  3300. 

Daunting,  s,  taming.  4032. 

Dawed,  pi,  s,  subj,  would  dawn.  2633. 

Dawes,  s.pl.  davs,  2838.  C  6616. 

Debonairly,  adv,  graciously,  pleasantly, 

2382. 
Defaute,  s,  lack,  5789. 
Defenoed,/^.  defended.  431a 
Defensable,  adj,  helping  to  defend,  4168. 
Defoule,  v.  trample  down,  C  6000. 
Defyle,  v.  bruise,  C  7317.  • 

Degree,  s,  rank.  C  7214 ;  manner,  C  7442. 
DeignouB,  adj,  disdainful,  3593. 
Del»i.  deal;  Dele,  bit,  least  thing,  5139; 

not  ,  .  a  del,  not  a  whit,  C  6897,  7433 ; 

never  a  del,  not  at  all,  C  6036 ;  every  del, 

every  whit,  C  6017. 
Delectacioun,  s,  delight,  4821. 
Deles  (Northern  form),  pr,  s,  distributes, 

5419- 
Deliciously,  adv,  daintily.  C  6729. 
Deliverly,  adv.  quickly,  1927,  2283,  3005. 
Delyces,  s,pl.  pleasures,  C  7281. 
Dezneisrue,    s,    possession,   ownership, 

5586 ;  Demeyne,  dominion,  rule,  3310. 
Demene,  v,  put  up  with,  5238. 
Depart,  v,  divide,  ^67,  5279. 
Departing}  s.  division,  4613. 
Dere,  v,  injure,  destroy,  4336 ;  pp,  210a 
Desert,  s.  deserving,  4269. 
3e8peraiince,  s,  desperation,  1872. 
Desporte,  ger.  to  cheer,  to  divert,  2014. 
5espyt,  s.  aversion.  C  5996. 
5over,  s,  endeavour,  5299. 
>evlaunt,  adj,  divergent,  turned  away, 

4789. 
>evoid.,  adj,  hte,  4312. 
>evoided,  pp,  removed,  2929. 


Devyne,  v,  interpret,  380a 

Devys,  s.  disposal,  1974;  will,  3621;  fy 

devys,  to  judge  from  her  appearance  (?), 

3205.    (F.  text,  et  a  son  vir.) 
Deyned,  pt,   s,   subj,;    him    deyned,   it 

appeared  good  to  him,  C  6950. 
Deynous,  adj.  disdainful,  3728. 
Deyntee,  s,  value,  2677. 
Dlffyne,  v.  define,  4807. 
Dight,  V.  prepare,  4240. 
Discomfit,  pp.  disconcerted,  4067. 
Discordaunce,  s,  disagreement,   47x5, 

5208 ;  discordant  melody,  4251. 
Discorde,  ger,  to  disagree,  47x6. 
Disoreven,  2  pr.pl,  describe,  4803. 
Disdeinous,  adj.  disdainful,  C  7412. 
Disese,  s,  uneasiness,  5244. 
Disese,  ger,  to  trouble.  3526. 
Disgysen^    v.   apparel,  2250;    Disgyse, 

I  pr.  J.  disguise,  C  6358. 
Disnonest,    adj,   unfair,    unreasonable. 

3442 ;  immodest,  4262. 
Disordinat,  adj,  inordinate.  4816. 
Dispendith,//-.//.  spend.  5681. 
DispitouB,  adj.  unmerciful,  spiteful,  C 

6x62 ;  malicious,  froward,  2212.  3457. 
Displesaunce,  s,  displeasure.  3436. 
Disport,  5.  delight,  3468 ;  happiness,  2894. 
Disrewlily,  adv.  irregularly,  4900. 
Disseise,  v.  dispossess,  deprive,  (F.  des- 

saisir),  2076. 
Disserve,  v.  deserve,  3093. 
Disseyved,  pp,  deceived,  C  6628. 
Dlssoluoioun,  s,  dissoluteness,  4898. 
Distlncte,  v,  distinguish,  C  6199. 
Distoned,  adj,  out  of  tune,  4248. 
Ditee,  s,  discourse,  5286, 5652. 
Divyne,  s.  divinity,  C  6488. 
Do,  V.  cause ;  do  make,  cause  to  be  made. 

2080;  pr.  s.  subj.  accomplish,  C  5869: 

Doand  (Northern),  pres.  part,  aoing, 

2708 ;  Don,  pp.  put,  placed,  C  6564, 
Dole,    s.   lamentation,    mourning,    2956, 

4«7.    O.  F.  doe  I, 
Dolven,  pp.  buried,  4070. 
Dom,  s,  dumb,  2220.  2409,  2492. 
Dool,  s,  grief,  4480. 
Dool,  s.  portion ;  halfen  dool,  half  portion, 

halving  (it),  2364. 
Doth,  pr.  s.  causes,  2772, 2786, 2790 ;  brings, 

5558 ;  gives,  1984. 
Double,  adj.  twofold,  X7^6. 
Doublenesse,    s.    double-dealing,    du- 
plicity. 2366. 
Doun,  come  down,  C  5868. 
Dout,  s.  fear.  2102. 
Doutable,  adj.  doubtful,  5413 ;  imperilled, 

unstable.  C  6274. 
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Doute,  V,  fear,  2023 ;  i  /r.  s,  2108 ;  2/r.//. 
2079. 

Doutlnff ,  s,  doubt.  C  6074. 

Draught,  s,  draught,  bout,  act,  4869.  F. 
text.  Car  maint  n  i  tralroientja  trait, 

Drede,  s,  doubt;  wUhouten  dr.,  without 
doubt.  2199,  2251.  C  6214;  Dread  (per- 
sonified), 3958,  5861. 

Drerihed,  j.  sorrow,  4728. 

Dresse,  v.  prepared,  1773;  /^»  •'•  -f*^*  ''^' 
set  himself.  C;653S. 

Dreye,  adj,  dry,  1743. 

Drouffh,^/.  s,  drew,  1725. 

Droune,  ger,  to  be  drowned.  4710,  5022. 

Druery,  s.  loyal  affection,  5064. 

Drye,  v.  suffer,  undergo,  4390;  endure, 
3x05 ;  g^»  to  ftiifi^  C  7484. 

Dulle,  I  pr,  i.  become  stupefied.  4792. 

Dure,  t/.  last,  endure,  C  6841. 

DtireBse,  j.  severity,  3547,  357a 

DwellinflT,  1.  delay,  244a 

Dyamaunt,  s,  adamant.  4385. 

Dyden,  pt.pl,  died,  C  6245. 

Dyne,  v,  as  s,  dinner,  C  6500. 


Bche,  V,  add,  1994;  help,  aid,  4618. 

Bffect,  s,  reality,  5486. 

Bft,  adv.  again,  1783. 

BSftsone,  adv.  soon  afterwards,  C  6094; 

Eftsones,  C  6649. 
Bflrre,  adj.  acid.  4179. 
Efirre,  adv.  sharply,  5474. 
Bide,  s.  old  age,  4885. 
Bleziirenosse,   s,    solitariness ;    hence, 

sadness,  disquietude,  C  7406.    F.  text, 

saussi. 
EUs,  s.  pi.  eels,  C  7039. 
Biles,  adv.  otherwise,  in  all  other  respects, 

Bmpressid,/^.  pressed.  3691. 

Bmpryse,  s.  undertaking,  care,  21L47; 
doings.  3508 ;  enterprise,  C  5825 ;  design, 
1972;  conduct,  action,  2186;  privilege, 
2008 :  rule,  4905. 

Enchesoun,  s.  occasion.  2504, 3982, 4242. 

Enclyne,  v.  be  subject  (to),  respect,  bow 
down  (to).  C  6814. 

BncomDre,  v.  disturb.  5434 ;  pr.  s,  impor- 
tunes, teases,  C  6675 ;  pr.  pi.  perplex, 
4A82 ;  pp.  annoyed.  C7628. 

Bniaimoe,  s.  in&ncy.  youth.  4288. 

Enforce,  v.  compel,  C  6407 ;  pr.  pi.  rejl. 
endeavour,    C    6275;    pp.    augmented, 

En^endrure,  s.  procreation,  4849. 
Bngreveth,  pr.  s.  displeases,  3444. 


Bnhaunoe,  ger.  to  exah,  advance.  C  72461 

BnlanfiTOiired,  adf.  fiided  with  langour, 
pale,  C  7399. 

Bnlumined,  pp.  illumined.  5344. 

Bnpryse,  s.  quickness  of  movement,  2636. 
See  Empryse. 

Bnquestes,  s.  pi.  legal  inquisitions.  C 

_6977. 

Ensure,  ipr.  s.  assure,  4850 ;  pp.  C  Taia. 

Bntayle,  s.  figure,  shape.  371  x. 

Bntencioun,  1.  attention,  4701;  infest, 
C  62^8 ;  diligence,  3027 ;  0/  /.,  iittefi- 
tionaliy,  2976;  /A  meaniog,  drift,  C 
717a 

Bntende,  v.  pay  attention,  2x53. 

ISntendement,  s.  intention,  9188. 

ISntent,  s.  mind,  2187;  purpose,  s^tt; 
disposition,  5696;  endeavour,  3906:  in- 
tention, design.  C  5811.  5869. 

Bntentlf ,  adj.  diligent,  careful.  2002;  «^. 
X720. 

Bntermete,  v.  refU  intermeddle,  interfcft, 
2966 ;  I  pr.  s.  rejl,  busy  (myself  witfa),  C 

Bnnremees,  1.  pL  entreroeu,  dainty  metis, 

C684Z. 
Bntremete,  v.  interfere,  C  6635,  7233; 

Ftr.  C  6503:  ger,  reji.  C  5946;  i/r.i. 

mtermeddle,  interfere,  C  6498, 6840;  /r. 

1.  C  5921. 
BHvlroun,  adv.  about,  3303, 4163;  rooid 

about,  4203. 
Bnvlroune,  i  pr.  pL  go  about,  C  7M7. 
Bqulpolenoee,  s.pl.  equivocatioBs,  cqw- 

vocal  expressions,  C  7076. 
Strke,  ad/,  weary,  wearied,  4867. 
Bmes,  s.  ardour  (of  love),  483^. 
Bmest,  s.  earnest,  pledge.  36ftow 
Brs,  s.  posteriors  (F.  cnJ),  C  7578. 
Bspleyten,  v.  perform,  execute.  C  6174- 
Espye,  s.  spy,  387X. 
BBtabllflflhing,  s.  decree,  C  6369. 
Bistate,  s.  state  of  life,  position.  490X. 
Bstres,  s.  pi.  recesses,  innerpiirts.  3626. 
Existence,  s.  reality,  5549,  C  7470. 
Bxpowne,^(^.  to  expound.  07x73. 
Byth,  adj.  easy,  3955.    A.  S.  mv. 

Fable,  s.  deceitfulness.  C  6609. 
Pflkde,  adj.  pallid,  foded,  2399^ 
Padome,  s.pl.  fathoms,  4x59. 
Failed,  pp.  as  ad;,  wanting,  defective,  C 

7470. 
Fainte,  adj.  fei^ed.  C  7405. 
Fairhede,  s.  fairness,  beauty,  2484. 
Fallacee,  s.  pi.  deceits,  C  7077. 
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Fallith,  /r.  /.  infers,  befits,  4025 ;  belongs, 
C6976. 

'F9^iBBii,pr,pL  deceive.  4833. 

Fand,  j>t.  pL  found.  2707. 

Fard,  in^,  s,  paint,  2285. 

Fardels,  s,  ft.  loads,  bundles,  5683. 

Fare,  j.  welnre,  condition.  C  6498. 

Fare,  v,  depart,  vanish  away.  C  6045; 
/r.  //.  go,  5564 ;  journey,  5509 ;  pp,  gone, 
2710. 

Faute,  X.  Cault,  defect.  3837. 

Fawe,  adi,  fiun,  blithe.  C  6476. 

Fay,  1.  fcith.  21SS,  5106. 

Fee,  s,  property,  fief.  C  6044. 

Feere,  cuij,  fierce,  3372. 

Feootey  j.  encouragement,  5061. 

Fel,  o^r-  cruel,  savage,  221 1 ;  harsh,  4028 ; 
stem.  C  7342;  Felle.//.  painful,  3789. 

Felde-fare,  s,  field-£are.  ^5ia 

Fele,  adj,  many.  4446,  C  mS. 

Fele,  V,  perceive  (smell),  1844. 

Feller,  adj,  comp,  crueller,  4x03. 

Felones,  adj,  pL  evil,  wicked,  C  671  z. 
His  f,  iangelimges,  his  evil  pratings,  his 
injurious  talk.  Suggested  by  F.  Matigrt 
Us  felomessts  jangUs  :  ^hexe  ftlonessts  is 
a  plural  adjectivt;  see  Godefroy. 

Feknm,  adj.  cruel.  C  ^998. 

Fere,  j.  fire.  2471,  5086. 

Fared,  >^.  fired,  inflamed,  5278. 

Fetialy,  adv,  neatly,  perfectly,  9067. 

Fetya,  adj\  well-made.  2088. 

Feyiote,  adj,  feigned,  5563. 

Feyntyse,  s,  deceit,  guile,  2947,  2998, 
349a;  evasion,  1971. 

Ffikunoe,  j.  confidence,  trust,  5481. 

FQ,  pt,  s.  fell,  condescended,  3437 ;  FiUe, 
pi^pL  found  themselves,  C  5813. 

Fit,  J.  mood,  ^197. 

Flawme,  s.  flame,  3707. 

Flawnee,  s.pL  flawns;  a  dish  composed 
of  new  cheese.  e«p.  powdered  sugar, 
coloured  with  saffron  and  baked  in 
small  tins  called  *  coffins ' ;  C  4042. 

Flayn.^. flayed.  C  73x6.  Miswntten  sti^m. 

Flemed,  pe.  s,  exiled,  drove  into  eidle, 

^3052.  C  6781.    A.  S.jiymam, 

Flojrtes,  s,pl.  flutes,  4251. 

WoVbBtgem.  fool's.  5266. 

Foly,  adj,  foolish,  4299,  5085. 

Fond,  adj.  foolish,  5367. 

Fonde,  v.  attempt,  5858. 

Foole,  adj.  foolish,  C  7539. 

Foon,  pi.  foes,  55^2.  C  694a 

Foote,  V.  dance  formally.  2323. 

Fcxyt-noot,  adv.  instantly,  3827. 

For,  prep,  to  prevent.  4229;  for  fiear  of, 
2365 ;  on  account  of.  2190. 


Forboden,  jM.  forbidden.  C  6616. 
Force,  s. ;  I  yeue  no  fbrce,  I  care  not, 

4602 ;  o//.,  necessarily,  1796. 
Fordone,  pp.  undone,  4339. 
I  Fordrive, /^.  scattered,  3782. 

Forewardls,  forwards;  kemtesf.,  hence- 
I       forward,  C  7304. 
I  Forfare,  v,  perish,  5388, 5778. 
I  For-ofte,  adv,  very  often,  4876. 
For-peyned,^.  distressed.  ^693. 
Foreake,  v.  refuse,  2822 ;  witnstand,  1876. 
'  Forstere,  s.  forester.  C  6329. 
Fortened,  pp.  destroyed.  4875.    (Or  per- 
haps •  obstructed ' ;  cf.  A.  S.  fcrtymoM,  to 

shut  up.)    See  Orece. 
Forthenke,  v.  rue,  repent,  3957, 4060. 
Forthy,  conj.  because;  not/.,  not  on  that 

account,  {ptrkn^s)  nevertheless,  4^09. 
Forwandred,  f^.  spent  with  wandering, 

3336. 
ForwardlB,  s.pl.  agreements,  C  7303. 
Forwerreyd,  >y.  utterly  defeated,  2564. 
Forwery,  adj.  tired  out,  3336. 
For-why,  wherefore,  1743. 
Forwoundid,  pp.  sorely  wounded,  1830. 
Foryet,  v.  forget.  3243  \  pr.s.C  6538. 
Foryeve,  ger.  to  abandon,  give  up,  3438. 
Fraunohyse,  s.  lit>erty.  4906;   nobiUty, 

2007;   generosity,  3003;    Bounty,  3501; 

Freedom,  C  5865. 
Frere,  s.  friar,  C  7377:   Friar  Wolf,  C 

Freres   Preohours,   s.  pi.   preaching 

friars,  i.  e.  the  Prechours,  or  I>ominican 

friars,  C  7458. 
Fret,  pp.  fretted,  adorned,  3204 ;  set,  4705. 
Fretted,  pp.  furnished,  ht.  ornamented, 

C7259. 
Frouncen,/r.//.  shew  wrinkles.  C  726X ; 

Frounced,/^,  wrinkled,  3137. 
Fyne,  v.  cease,  1797;  pr.  pi.  subj.  end. 

depart,  5356. 

O. 

Gabbeth,  pr.  s.  speaks  fislsely.  lies.  C 

6700. 
GabbinfiT,  *.  lying.  C  7602, 7612. 
Oadrln^,  s.  accumulation,  5782. 
Oarifloun,  s,  healing.  3248 ;  garrison,  4279. 
Oamement,  s.  dress,  2256. 
OamlBOun,  s.  fortress.  4204. 
Gate,    s.   way,   wise.   3332,    5167,    5230 

(Northern). 
Gentilnesse,   s.  kindness,  4605;    good 

breeding.  2005 ;  nobilitv,  5237. 
Oemer.  s.  gamer,  C  5988. 
Qease;  witkoute  gesst,  doubtless,  2817. 
Gheten,  pp.  gotten,  5701. 
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Oetinff,  1.  obtaining,  attainment,  3284. 

Oibbe,  Gib  (Gilbert),  a  cat.  C  6904. 

Ginne,  s.  warlilce  engine,  4176. 

Olnneth,  /r.  1.  begins.  2154. 

Oisarme,  s.  a  weapon  bearing  a  scjrthe- 
like  blade  fixed  on  a  shaft  and  provided 
also  with  a  spear-point  like  a  bayonet, 
CS978. 

Olteme,  ^er,  to  play  on  the  guitar,  3321. 

Olose,  V.  flatter.  5097;  ^,  explained,  C 
689a 

Gloumbe,  v.  frown,  look  glum,  4356. 

Onede.  s,  stingy  person.  C  600a.  (Mis- 
written  gredt^ 

C^O,  pt.  gone,  3423 ;  empty,  C  6834. 

Gonianoun,  s,  gon&Ion,  banner,  aoiS. 

QoiV>el  Perdurable,  I1ie  Everlasting 
Gospel.  C  710a. 

Oraitne,  v.  dress,  array,  C  7368. 

Graunt  mercy,  best  thanks,  C  7504. 

Gree,  (i)  j.  way  (lit  grade)  ;  in  no  maner 
gree^  in  no  kind  of  way,  5743. 

Gree,  (2)  j.  Cavour ;  atte  gret^  with  favour, 
4^74 :  take  at  gree,  accept  with  a  good 
will,  1969;  in  gree,  in  good  part,  ^06. 

Grete,  i  /r.  s.  weep,  lament,  4116  (North- 
em). 

Greves,  s.pl,  thickets,  3019. 

Groffe,  aw.  face  downward,  2561. 

Groine,  pr,  j.  subf,  grumble,  murmur,  C 
7049. 

Grucohen,  /r.  pL  sttb;,  grumble  at,  be- 
grudge, C  6465. 

Gruocninff,  /.  refusal,  C  6439. 

Grype,  v.  seize,  C  5983. 

GuerdonlnfiT,  s.  reward,  2380,  C  5908. 

Gyler,  s,  beguiler,  57^9. 

Gype,  s.  frock;  perhaps  a  smock-frock 
(alluding  to  the  numerous  gathers  in 
thcfrontof  it),  €7262. 


Ha,  V.  have,  5569. 

Hade,  2pt.  J.  naddest,  a4oa 

Halp,  pt.  s,  helped,  191 1. 

Halt,  pr.  J.  re/l.  considers  himself,  4901 ; 

keeps,  C  7032. 
Hardement,  s.  courage.  1827, 2487. 3^92. 
Harlotee,  s/pL  rascals,  ribalds.  C  6068. 
Hameis,  s,  armour,  gear,  C  7477. 
Hameye,  v.  rejl,  dress,   equip   thyself, 

2647. 
Hat,  adj,  hot,  2398. 

Hatter,  adj,  comf.  hotter,  more  hotly,  2475. 
Haunt,  V,  practise,  4868 ;  ger,  to  haunt, 

frequent,  C  6601 ;  pr.  s,  suS/.  practise,  C 

7029. 


Haunting,  1.  haunt,  abode,  C  6081. 
Hauteyn,  ad/,  haughty.  C  6101:  /«. 

Havoir,  s.  having,  4720. 

Haye,  s,  hedge,  2971. 2987. 

Hele,  V,  conceal,  2858;  ger.  2522;  pr.pL 

C6882. 
Hele,  s.  health,  4721. 
Hem,  pron,  them,  22x8. 
Hemmes,  s.pl,  phylacteries,  C  6912. 
Hend,  adj.  ready,  useful,  ^45. 
Hente,  ger,  to  seixe,  3364;  pL  s,  1730. 

4092;   fi.  pi,  snatch^,   C   7136;  )p. 

plucked,  C  7644. 
Herber,  imp.  pi.  take  up  your  abode.  C 

7586;  apt.  s.  didst  harbour.  5107. 
Herbersrere,  s.  host,  entertainer.  C  7585. 

pi,  5000. 
mrberwe,  s.  shelter,  lodging.  C  6aoi. 

Herberwe,  v.  sheher.  lodge.  C  6145. 

Herde,  s.  shepherd.  C  6453 :  /^-  Ci^ 

Herie,  pr.  pi.  honour.  |>raise.  C  69^1. 
A.  S.  herian. 

Hertly,  adj.  true-hearted,  5433. 

Het,  pp.  heated.  3709. 

Heten,  v.  promise,  C  629a. 

Higrbt,  pr.  s,  is  named.  C  6341 ;  pf.  pro- 
mised, 2803. 

Hoked,  adj.  hooked,  furnished  «itb 
hooks,  1712;  barbed.  1749. 

Hole,  adj,  whole,  complete.  5443. 

Holtee,  s.  pi.  plantations.  C  6996. 

Homager,  s.  vassal.  3288. 

HooUy,  adv.  wholly.  1970. 

Hooxxily,  adj.  homely,  nimiliar,  C  6^90. 

Hoor,  adj.  gray-haired,  C  6335;  Horc, 
adj.  hoary,  gray.  3196 ;  pi,  hoary  (a  fre- 
quent epithet  of  trees.  p»erhaps  wt± 
reference  to  trees  of  great  age) .  C  6996. 

Hompsrpes,  s.  pi.  musical  instnxnKBS, 
formed  of  pipes  made  of  horn,  4250. 

Hoatllers,  s.  as  adj.fl.  keeping  an  inn,  C 

7P33- 
Hoteth,  pr,  s.  promises,  542a ;  pr.pL  544+ 
Housel,  V.  give  the  Host  (to).  C  64^ 
Hulstred,  pp.  concealed,  hidden,  C  6146 
Humanitee,  s,  human  nature,  5655. 
Hy ,  s.  haste ;  in  hy,  in  haste,  2393,  3591- 

I. 

Ich,/rM.  I,  C  6787. 

If,  conj,  if  (i.  e.  if  the  matter  be  wts^  a- 

quired  into) .  4454. 
Imped,  pp.  engrafted,  5137. 
Impes,  s.  pi.  grafts.  C  6293. 
Importable,  adj,  insuffieraUe,  C  6900. 
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In-fere,  adv.  together,  4897. 
I88e,  V.  issue,  199a. 


J. 

Jansrleth)  /r.  s,  prattles,  C  7^. 
Jangling,  s,  prating,  chattenng,  C  5852 ; 

//.  idle  words,  C  6711. 
Jape,  s,  jest,  C  7519 ;  pi.  tricks,  C  6835. 
Jape,  I  /r.  s.  mock,  scoff  at,  C  6471. 
JolUy,  adv,  after  a  jolly  sort,  C  7031; 

pleasantly,  2248;    nicely,  neatly,  3284; 

deservedlv,  C  7664. 
Joly,  adj.  nne,  gay,  C  7248. 
Joljmesse,  s,  jolliness,  joy,  2302. 
Joweles,  s.pJ.  jewels.  2092,  5420. 
Jo3me,  I  pr,  s.  enjoin.  2355. 
Jui>art7e,  s.  jeopardy,  2666. 

K. 

Kembe,  imp.  s.  comb,  2284. 

Kenne,  v.  snow,  teach,  2476. 

Kepe,  s.  heed,  347^. 

Kepe,  V.  keep;   /upe  forth,  perpetuate, 

4854;  I  pr,  s,  care,  C  6440;  keep,  3476; 

care,  wish,  C  6083 ;  pr.  pi.  care,  C  6093. 
Kernels,  s.  pi.  battlements,  4195.    F.  text, 

Us  creniaus, 
Kervlns,  fres.  pt.  as  adj.  cutting,  3813. 
Kesse,  v.  kiss,  2006. 
Kid,  pp,  made  known,  2172 ;  evident,  3132, 
Kirked,  adj.  crooked (?),  3137. 
Knet,  /^.  knit,  fastened,  4700,  48x1;  pp. 

pi.  fast  lK>und.  2092. 
Knewe,  i  //.  s.  subj.  disclosed,  C  609a 
Knopped,  pp.  fastened,  C  7260.   A  knoppe 

is  properly  a  button ;  hence  knoppen,  to 

fasten  with  a  button. 

li. 

ijaaa,  s.  toils,  snare,  C  6029,  6648 ;  Lace, 
cord,  string.  C  7373;  net,  2792;   snare, 

5093* 
jaced,  pp.  entangled,  caught,  3178. 
ja^lce,  2  pr.pl.  blame.  4804. 
jaixit>reD,  s.pl.  lambs,  C  70x3. 
jarge&BBy  s.  liberality.  2354 ;  C  5853. 
jae,  s.  net.  2790.    See  Laas,  Lace, 
jate,  ^er.  to  let.  permit,  allow,  3x45,  C 

6676 ;  V.  let,  5574 ;  Lat.  pr.  s.  lets  remain, 

5493- 
lavui^wlth,  pr.  s.  laughs,  2294. 

,ay ,  s.  law,  religious  belief.  C  6749. 
eof ,  adj.  willing,  2335. 
00s,    s.  pi.   lies;    wUhouten  Ues,  truly, 
3904,  5728. 


Leful,  adj.  allowable,  permissible,  5195^ 

Lit.  *  leave-ful.' 
LeflTfiren,  ger.  ease,  relieve,  5016.    (Short 

for  aUggen.) 
Lemes,  s.pl.  rays.  5346. 
Lemznan,  s.  sweetheart.  C  6056,  6305. 
Lene,  v.  lend,  3053,  C  7026. 
Leoinfir;  in  leming,  as  a  loan,  2373. 
Lepand,  prts.  part,  running  (with  short 

jumps).  1928. 
Lex^,  ger.  to  teach,  2x43,  2149 ;  v.  teach^ 

5x52;  learn.  245X,  4808. 
Lered,  adj.  learned.  C  6217. 
Leae,  v.  lose,  C  ^15,  5924;  pr.  s.  2x49. 
Lesliifir,  s.  lie,  folsehood,  2x74, 4835. 
Let./r.  s.  leads  (his  life),  C  6xix. 
Lete,  V.  cease,  2463;  leave,  C  6457;   let 

alone.  C  6556;  abandon,  C  6x69;  allow, 

permit,  6458;    i  pr.  s.  leave,  C  6354; 

abandon,  C  6997 ;  pp.  let,  X79X. 
Lette,  s.  let,  hindrance,  3756. 
Lettexi,  V.   hinder.  3590;    delay,   3940; 

stop.  1832 ;  cease,  2807 ;  desist,  X832. 
Lettinfir ,  s.  hindrance,  C  593X. 
Lettrure,  /.  literature,  writing.  C  675X. 
Leve,  V.  believe,  3303. 
Leve,  V.  live,  2336. 
Lever,  adv.  rather,  C  6793 ;  me  were  lever, 

I  had  rather,  C  6x68. 
Lewd,  adj.  lay  (folk),  the  ignorant,  C 

62x7. 
Lewedist,  adj.   superl.   most   ignorant, 

4802. 
l^ye.ptpl.  lay,  lived,  C  6572. 
Liche,  adv.  alike,  equally,  4x60. 
lAggingf  pr.  pt.  lying  down,  4002. 
Likerous,  adj.  licentious,  4264. 
Likly,  adj.  similar,  4852. 
Lisse,  V.  abate,  4x20 ;  ger.  to  be  eased,  to 

feel  relief.  3758. 
List,  s.  pleasure,  will,  1957. 
List,  pr.  s.  wishes,  C  6139. 
Loiflrne,  s.  tether,  3382,  C  705a 
Loke,  pp.  locked  up.  2002. 
Lonff ;  of  long  passed,  of  old.  3377. 
Longrith,//-.  s.  befits,  232X. 
LooB,  s.  renown,  reputation,  23x0,  C  6103 ; 

ill  fame,  C  708X. 
Lorn,  pp.  lost,  4327, 4502. 4508,  C  5973. 
Losen^eours,  s.pl.  deceivers,  2693. 
Loteby,  s.  paramour,  C  6339. 
Lough,  pt.  s.  laughed,  C  7295. 
Loure,  pr.  s.  subj.  scowl,  C  7049. 
Loute,  V.  bow,  4384 ;  bow  down,  C  7336 ; 

pr.pl.  subj.  bow  down,  C  69x7. 
Lowe,  ger.  to  appraise,  i.  e.  to  be  valued 

a<.  453a. 
Luce,  s.  pike  (fish),  C  7039. 
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lijrflode,  s.  livelihood.  5603.  C  6663. 

Lyken,  v.  please,  18^  C  6131. 

Lyte,  adj,  little,  small,  2279,  3557 ;  adv.  C 

Lytne,  adj\  delicate,  376a. 

M. 
Maat.  adj\  bewildered,  overcome,  1739. 

Maistryse,  s,  strength,  dominion.  4172. 
Make,  ^er,  to  cause,  C  5931 ;  /r.  //.  pro- 
pound. C  6186. 
Male,  s,  bag,  wallet,  3263 ;  mone^-bag,  C 

Miutalent,  s.  ilUhumour,  3438. 
Manffonel,  s.  a  military  engine  on  the 

principle  of  the  sling-staff  for  casting 

stones,  a  catapult,  C  6279. 
Mar,  ttdj.  greater.  2215 ;  adv.  more,  1854. 
MarohemaiBe,  s.  barter,  C  5902. 
Mare,  adv.  more.  2709. 
Markee,//.  marks  (coins),  C  5986. 
Marreth,  ^.  1.  disfigures,  4679. 
Mate,  ad/,  distracted,   5099;    downcast, 

4671;  dispirited,  q  167, 319a   See  Maat. 
Maufirree*  s,  ill-wiil,  4399 ;  reproach,  3144 ; 

l^rf^.  in  spite  of.  C  671 1 ;  ma$^g  /oures, 

in  spite  of  you,  C  7645. 
Masrnie,  v,  maim,  C  6620;  /r.  /.  wounds, 

S3 17.    See  Meyfirned. 
Mlaysondewe,  s.  hospital,  5610. 
Medle,  v.  interfere.  3788 ;  Medle,  v.  rgjL 

meddle;  m.  kim  or  deal  with,  C  6050; 

to  mtdU,  for  meddling.  4545. 
Meke,  v.  mollify, ^394 ;  have  mercy.  3541 ; 

Meked,  pt.  s,  ref.  humbled  himself,  3584. 
Mendience,  s,  beggary,  mendicancy,  C 

6657, 6707. 
Mene,  s.  mean,  middle  state,  C  6527. 
Mene,  adj.  middle,  mean,  4844. 
Mene.  i  pr.  s.  bemoan,  2596. 
Menour,   Minorite,  Franciscan  friar,  C 

6338. 

Mes,  s.  at  good  mts,  at  a  fiivourable  op- 
portunity. 3462.    O.  F.  mes. 

Mete,  adj.  meet,  fitted,  1799. 

Mete,  V.  meet,  succeed,  4571. 

Mevable,  adj.  moveable,  4736. 

Meve,  V.  move,  incite,  2327. 

Me  we,  s.  coop,  cage  (a  falconry  term), 
4778. 

Meysrned,  pp.  hurt,  maimed,  3356.  See 
Mayxne. 

Meynee,  /.  household.  C  6870. 7156. 

Meimt,  ff.  mingled,  1920;  Mejmd,  2296. 

Mioh,  aaj.  many,  2258,  5555. 

Mioher,  J.  thief,  C  6541. 


Miches,   s.  pi.   small   loaves  of  finest 

wheaten  flour,  5585. 
Mis,  adj.  amiss,  wrong,  3243. 
Idisoheef ,  s.  misfortune,  C  6731. 
Misericorde,  5.  mercy,  ^77. 
MisseyiniTt  s.  evil-sp«dcing,  2207. 
Mister,  s.  occupation,   trade.    C   6976; 

whatever  mister,  of  every  kind  of  occn- 

jpation.  C  6332. 
Mistere,  s.  need,  C  7409. 
Miswey,  adv.  astray,  4764. 
MixenS;  s.  pi.  dunghills,  C  6496. 
Mo,  adj.  pi.  others  besides,  3023;  more 

(in  number).  C  599a 
'hioohBl^adj.gttal^^iv;;  /S0 m^ too  moch, 

BdfSoble,  s.  moveable  property,  C  6045. 

Moeve,  v.  move,  L  e.  prefer,  make,  C  6039. 

Moneste,  i  pr.  s.  admonish,  charge,  357^ 

Monyours,  s.pl.  coiners,  C  6811. 

Mot,  pr.  s.  must,  3784 ;  so  moie  /  /v.  as  I 
hope  to  walk  about,  C  6591. 

Mowe,  v.  be  able,  2644. 

Musard,  s.  muser,  dreamer,  C  7562;  slug- 
gard, 3256, 4034;  doll,  C  756a. 

Muwls,  s.pL  bushels,  559a 

N. 

Nathelesse,  nevertheless,  C  6x95. 
Ne,  comj.  unless,  4858. 
Nede,  adv.  necessarily,  C  76^ 
Nedely,  adv.  needs  must,  €0117. 
Neden,  v.  be  necessary,  C  599a 
Nedes,  s.  pi.  necessities,  C  6x74. 
Nedes,  aav.  of  necessity,  1792. 
Neer.  adv.  nearer,  X708.    See  Nerrs. 
Neiflrn   it  nere,  v.  approach  it   moie 

nearly,  2003. 
Nempned,]^.  named,  mentioned,  C  6294. 
Nere,  were  not,  were  it  not  lor,  2778; 

were  there  not,  2778;   had  it  ooC  beea 

for,  C  7328. 
Nerre,  adj.  comp.  nearer,  5101. 
Neven,  V.  name,  C  S962 ;  recount.  C  7071. 
Nil,  pr.  s.  will  not.  C  5821, 6045. 
Nomen,  //.//.  took,  C  7423;  pp. 

5404. 
Noncerteyne,  adj.  uncertain,  5496. 
Nones,  for  the,  ior  the  nonce, 

ally.  C  7387.    ^^ 
Noime,  s.  nun,  C  635a 
Noot,  I  pr.  s.  know  not,  C  6367. 
Noriture,  1.  bringing  up,  C  67*6. 
Norys,  s.  nurse,  5418. 
Not,  I  pr,  s.  know  not,  5x91. 
Note-kernel,  s.  nut-kernel,  C  7x17. 
Noye,  s.  hurt,  3772. 
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Noyen,  ger,  to  vex,  4416. 

Noyous,  adj.  harmful,  3230, 4449. 

Noyse,  s.  evil  report,  3971. 

Nyce,  adj.  foolish,  silly.  4262, 4877,  €69^14. 

Nycetee,  s.  foolishness,  5525. 

Nyghe,  v,  approach,  1775. 


ObeysshlnfiT,  -f.  submission,  338a 

Of,  prep,  out  of,  owing  to,  3981;  con- 
cerning (Lat.  de)^  4884;  off,  5470; 
(some)  of,  (part)  of,  1993.  Or  it  may 
mean  '  by,' '  on  account  ot 

Offense,  $.  discomfort.  5677. 

Of-newe,  a4lv.  newly,  an-esh,  5169. 

Onlofte,  prep,  aloft,  on  high.  5503. 

Oon,  adj.  one.  4812;  in  oon,  without 
change,  3779. 

OBta^es,  s.pi.  hostages.  2064,  C  731 1. 

Other-ffftte,  adv.  otherwise,  21^8. 

Ougrllt,  adv.  in  any  way,  C  6096. 

Outake,/r^.  except,  4474. 

Outerly,  adv.  wholly,  utterly,  3489,  3742. 

Outraflre,  s.  wrong.  2082,  2086;  scanda- 
lous life.  4927;  outrageous  deeds,  C 
6024  (mistranslated). 

Outrikflreous,  adj.  exceeding  great,  2602 ; 
ill-behaved.  2193. 

Outallnflre,  v.  fling  out,  C  5987. 

OvLt-taikef  prep,  except,  C  58x9. 

Over-al,  adv.  everywhere,  3050,  3914. 

OyeriTO,  v.  pass  away.  3784;  pr.pi,  tram- 
ple on,  C  6821. 

Overwhelme,  v.  roll  over,  3775. 

Ow,  X  pr.  s.  ought,  4413. 


Palasyns,  adj.  pi.  belonging  to  the 
palace ;  ladjfes  paiasyns,  court  ladies,  C 
6862. 

Papelard,  /.  hypocrite,  deceiver,  C  7283. 

Papelardye,  s.  hypocrisy.  C  6796. 

Parage,  /.  parentage,  descent,  4759. 

Par-amour,  with  devotion,  2830. 

Paramour,  s.  paramour,  lover.  506a 

Paramours,  adv.  with  a  lover's  affection, 

Parceners,  s.  pi.  partners,  C  6953. 
Parcuere,  adv.  by  heart,  4796. 
Pardee,  V.pardieu,  4433,  C  5913. 
Parfay,  by  my  £uth.  C  6058. 
Part,  s.  duty,  5032. 
Parte,  v.  divide.  5283. 
Party,  s.  part;  in  party,  partially,  5338. 
Parvys,  s.  room  over  a  church-porch, 
C7108. 


Pas ;  a  pas,  apace,  quickly,  3724. 

Passaunt,  ddj.  surpassing,  31 10. 

Passe,  V.  penetrate,  1751. 

Patre,  v.  recite  the  paternoster,  C  6794. 

Pay,  s.  satisfaction,  C  5938 ;  liking,  taste. 
1721 ;    me  to  pay,  to  my  satisfaction,  C 

^6985. 

Paye,  ger,  to  appease.  3599. 

Peire,  v.  damage,  C  6103. 

Pelre  of  bedls,  s.  rosary,  C  7372, 

Pens,  s.pl.  pence,  C  5987. 

Pensel,  s,  a  sundard,  ensign,  or  banner, 
(particularly  of  bachelors-in-arms) .  a 
pennoncel,  C  628a 

Pepir  J.  pepper,  (metaphorically)  mis- 
chief. C  6028. 

Perauntre,  adv.  peradventure,  5192. 

Percas,  adv.  perchance,  C  6647. 

Persaunt,  adj.  piercing,  2809;  sharp, 
4179. 

PeBOfger.  to  appease.  3397. 

Pesible,  adj.  peaceable,  gentle,  C  74x3. 

Peyne,  s.  penalty,  C  6626;  pain,  hard- 
ness, 2x20;  tipp€yne,on  pain  (of  death), 
C6617. 

Peyne,  v.  reji.  endeavour,  C  7512 ;  pr,  s. 
refi.  takes  pains,  C  6014. 

Piment,  s.  spiced  wine  or  ale,  C  6027. 

Pitous,  adj.  excusable,  deserving  pity, 
4734 ;  merciful,  C  6i6x. 

Plat,  adv.  flat,  flatly,  X734,  C  7526. 

Pleyne,  v.  lament,  coniplain,  2299,  C  6405. 

Pleynt,  s,  complaint,  C  6oxa. 

Plight,^/.  /.  plucked,  1745. 

Plongreth, /r.  J.  plunges.  5472. 

Plyte,  /.  affiair,  Q  5827. 

Poeste,  J.  power,  virtue,  2095. 

Pole,  s.  pool.  C  5966. 

Port,  s.  demeanour,  manner,  2038,  2192 ; 
Porte,  4622. 

Porte-colys,  s.  portcullis.  4168. 

Possed,  pp.  pushed,  tossed,  4479:  pp. 
driven.  4625. 

Potente.  /.  crutch.  C  74x7. 

Poustee,  s.  power,  influence,  C  6533, 
6957.  7679 ;  dominion,  C  6484. 

Povert,  J.  poverty,  C  6x81. 

Prece,  ger.  to  press,  4198. 

Predicadoun,  s.  preaching.  5763. 

Prelse,  x  pr.  s.  value,  appraise,  4830. 

Prese,  v.  press ;  pr.  s.  intrudes,  C  7627 ; 
pr.  pi.  intrude,  C  7629:  imp,  s,  endea- 
vour. 2899. 

Pressure,  s.  wine-press,  3692. 

Pireve,  v.  prove,  4170. 

Prevlnar,  J.  proof.  C  7543. 

Pireyse,  i  pr,  s,  value,  esteem,  1983.  F. 
pris. 
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Prike,  imp.  s,  gallop,  3314. 

Pris,  1.  esteem,  aaia 

Privetee,  s,  secret,  5526,  C  6878.  688a. 

Procurstour,  /.  a  collector  of  alms  for 

hospitals  or  sick  persons,  C  6974. 
Propre,  adj,  own,  C  6565, 6s9«. 
Provable,  ad/,  capable  of  proof,  54I4' 
Provende,  s.  allowance,  stipend,  C  6931. 
Prow,  s.  profit,  gain,  5806,  Z94a 
Pry  me  tempe,  first  beginning,  4534 ;  the 

spring.  4747. 
Prys,  s.  praise,  1972 ;  price,  C  5927. 
Puffnaunt,  adj.  poignant,  keen,  1879. 
Pullallle,  s.  poultry,  C  7043. 
PuUe,  V.  pluck,  strip,  C  5984;  pr.  pi. 

flay,  strip,  C  68ao. 
Puple,  s.  people,  rabblement,  C  7159. 
Purchas,  j.  acquisition,  C  6838. 
Purchasen,  ger.  to  procure,  C  6607. 
Purpryse,  /.  park,  enclosure,  3987, 417 1. 
Purveaunce,  s.  provision.  C  7326. 
Purvey e,^^r.  to  procure,  3339. 
Put  pr.  s.  puts,  3556,  4444,  CS949. 
Pyne,   /.    endeavour,    1798;    misery,    C 

6499. 
Pjmen,  v.  torment,  punish.  351 1. 


Quarels,  s.  pi,  square-headed  crossbow- 
bolts,  1823. 

Quarteyne,  adj.  as  s.  quartan  fever  or 
ague.  240X. 

Queme,^^.  to  please,  C  7270. 

Quenche,  v.  be  quenched.  5324. 

Queue,  s.  quean,  concubine.  C  7032. 

Querrour,  s.  quarry-man.  hewer  of  stone, 
4149. 

Quethe ;  /  quethe  kirn  quyte,  I  cr}*  him 
quit,  C  6999. 

Queynt,  adf.  elegant.  2251;  curious, 
fanciful.  C  ^342;  strange.  5199;  pleased. 
3079;  shewing  satisfaction,  2038. 

Quesmtly,  adv.  neatly,  easily,  4322. 

Queyntyse,  s.  elegance,  2250. 

Quik,  adj.  alive,  3523,  4070,  5056. 

Quitly,  adv.  quite,  entirely,  C  5843. 

Quitte,  //.  s.  rekex.;  qmitte  km^  ac- 
quitted himself;  3069;  pp.  requited, 
3146,  6088;  made  amends  for,  2599; 
rid,  X85X 

Quook,  I  //.  s.  quaked.  3x63;  //.  //. 
3966. 

Quy te,  pp.  as  adj,  quit,  C  5904 ;  free.  C  | 
5910;  entire.  2375. 

Qujrte,  V.  acquit,  release,  C  6032;  fulfil, 
5032 ;  I  pr.  s.  C  6412 ;  imp.  s.  2222.  439a, 


Bacjme,  s,  root.  4881. 

Baflre,  /.  rage,  spite,  3809:  mali^mty, 
venom,  1916;  inadness.  399a;  m  r., 
mad.  4523. 

Ramaffe,  adj.  wild.  5384.    O.  F.  raauigt. 

Rape,  s.  haste,  1999. 

Rape,  adv.  quickly.  C  6516. 

Rathe,  adJ,  early,  C  665a 

Raviaable,  adj.  greedy  for  prey,  C  70x61 

Ravyne,  s.  plunder,  C  6813. 

Rebel,  adj.  rebellious.  C  640a 

Recche ;  what  recckUh  me,  what  care  I. 
3447. 

Recreaundyse,  s,  cowardice,  2107.4038. 

Recreauute,  s.  coward.  4090. 

Recured,  pp.  recovered.  4920,  5124. 

Rede,  s.  good  advice,  3859 ;  Reed,  C  7396. 

Rede,  ipr.  s.  advise,  1932;  read.  1819. 

Reed,  s.  advice,  C  7328 ;  Rede.  3859. 

Refreyne,  g^.  to  bridle,  C  7511. 

Reft,  s.  rift,  9661. 

Refte,  2  pi,  pi.  deprived,  356a. 

Refuyt,  /.  refuge,  escape,  3840. 

Rehete,  v.  cheer,  console.  C  6509. 

Reisius,  s,  pi.  fresh  grapes,  3659. 

Relees,  s.  relief,  2612 ;  release,  4440. 

Release,  i  pr.  s,  ^ve  up.  C  6999. 

Reliffioun,  s.  religious  order.  3715;  mo- 
nastic life.  C  6155. 

ReliffiouB,  adj.  pious,  C  6236;  as  s.  z 
nun,  C  6347;  R.  folk,  monastics.  C 
6149. 

Remued,  //.  s,  moved,  C  743a. 

Reudre,  v.  recite,  480a 

Reneyed,  i  pi.  s,  smdj.  should  remmikce, 
C6787. 

Repelre,  v,  return.  3573,  4 131. 

Repreef,  s.  reproach,  4974,  C  7340. 

Repreve,  s.  reproach,  5961;  Reprove, 
upbraiding.  5525. 

Requere,  pr.  s.  subj.  request,  ask.  5233. 
pp.  asked.  5277. 

ResoouB,  s.  service,  endeavour  to  sup- 
port, C  6749. 

Resonables,  adj.pl.  reasonable,  C  676a 

Resoun,  s.  correct  manner,  8151. 

Reveth,  pr.  s.  takes  away,  C  6as4 :  pl-  ^- 
bereaved,  4351. 

Reverte,  v.  bring  back,  C  7188. 

Revoluc^oun,  s.  revolution,  turn  (o(  for- 
tune's wheel).  4366. 

Reward,  s,  regard,  consideration.  38321 

Re  we,  V.  rue.  be  sorry,  4060;  ii  tmol  mt 
rewe,  I  shall  be  sorry,  5170W 

Reime,  v.  rain  down,  Call  as  rain,  i8sa 

Reynes,  Rennes  (in  Brittany).  3836. 


]&omaunt  of  tl^  3&O0e:  ^arts  B,  c. 


145 


Blbaned,  >^. adorned  with  lace  (of  gold), 

4752. 
Ribaud,  1.  labourer,  5673 ;  //.  ribalds,  C 

Rlbaudye,   s,   ribaldry,    3224;    riotous 

living.  4996. 
Right,  adv.  just,  exactly,  5347;  quite,  C 

6398, 6111 ;  right  nought,  not  at  all,  9071. 
Bbnplea,  adj,  wrinkled,  4493. 
Rivelingr.  pres.part,  puckering,  C  7263. 
Boohet,  s.  linen  garment,  4754. 
Bode,  s.  dot.  rood,  cross,  C  6564. 
Rody,  adj.  ruddy,  3609. 
BolgnouB,  adj.  scurvy,  rotten,  C  6190. 
BoUng,  pres.  fart,   rocking,  quivering, 

trembling,  1906.    Cf.  Shak.  JLucr,  262. 
Bonne,  />/.  advanced,  4495. 
Boser,  J.  rose-bush,  1789,  i8a6, 1833. 3967. 
Bought,  I  pt.  s.  recked,  heeded,  1873; 

ipf.  s.  subj.  should  not  care,  C  7061. 
Bowe,  adj.pl.  rough,  1838. 
Bude,  adj.  as  pi.  s,  contmon  people,  2368. 
Bsrve,  V.  pierce,  C  7161 ;  be  torn,  5393 ; 

Ryveth,//-.  j.  is  torn,  5718. 

8. 

Sad,  adj.  serious,  staid,  composed,  4637 ; 

//.  grievous,  C  6907. 
Sadnesae,  s.  sobriety,  discretion,  4940. 
Sailen,  v.  assail,  C  7338. 
Bakked  Preres,  Fratres  de  Sacco,  Friars 

of  the  Sack,  C  7463. 
SaJowe,  adJ,  sallow ;  but  read  falowe,  i.  e. 

fallow,  C  7393. 
Salue,  ger.  to  salute,  3318 ;  pr,  s.  subJ.  233a 
Samons,  s.pl.  salmon,  C  7039. 
Sat,//,  s.  impers.  suited,  3810. 
Sautere,  s.  psalter,  C  7371. 
Say,  \pt.  s.  saw,  1733;  Sawe,  //.  j,  subJ. 

saw;  17 19. 
Say    {for  Assay),  v.  essay,  attempt,  en- 
deavour, ^163. 
Saynt,  ad),  girded,  girdled  (?) ,  C  7408. 
Scantdone,  s.  pattern,  C  7064. 
Scole,  s,  scholarship,  learning,  3374. 
Score,  J.  crack  (or  hole)  in  a  wall,  3660. 
Scrippe,  J.  scrip,  wallet,  C  7405. 
Seoree,  adj.  secret,  5357. 
Secree,  s,  secret,  5^. 
Seote,  J.  class,  category,  5745;  gen,  of 

(our)  race,  4859. 
Seden,  v.  bear  seed,  fructify,  4344. 
See,  pr.  s.  subi.  see ;  so  god  me  see,  as 

( I  hopej  God  may  protect  me,  5693. 
Seer,  adj.  sere,  dry,  4749. 
Seiirnorye,  s.  dominion.  3313. 
Selce,  adj.  sick,  5729,  5733;  pi.  4829. 


Semblable,  adj.  similar,  C  591 1. 
Semblable,  adJ,  as  s.  resemblance,  one 
like  himself,  4855;  pL  like  (cases),  C 

SemDlant,  s.   appearance,    disguise,  C 
6303 ;  (his)  hypocrisy,  C  7449 ;  seeming,. 

^  3ao5.  3957. 
Sen,  coftj.  since,  198^ 
Sentence,  s.  meanmg,  C  7474;  pi.  opi- 
nions, C  5813. 
Sermoneui, /r.  s.  sermonizes,  preaches^ 

C  6319. 
Servaffe,  s.  servitude,  4383,  5807. 
Servle^le,  adj.  serviceable,  C  6004. 
Sette,  v.^ten  (an  accusation), 33^;  Set^ 

pr.  s.  places,  4935.  4957 ;  pt.pl,  besieged^ 

C  7344 ;  pp.  established,  2077. 
Seure,  adj.  sure,  4304. 
Seurere,  adj.  comp.  surer,  more  secure,  C 

5958. 
Seynt  Amour,  William  St.  Amour,  C 

6781.     (He  wrote  against  the  friars  who 

advocated  the  Eternal  Gospel.) 
Shende,  v.  shame,  put  to  shame,  3116; 

ger.  to  injure,  3953;  pr.  s.  ruins,  4776^ 

5310;  pp.  disgraced,  ruined,  3479,  3933. 
Snene,  adj.  fair,  3713. 
Shere,  pr.  s,  suhj,  can  cut,  shear,  4335; 

may  shave,  C  6196. 
Shete,  ger,  to  shoot,  1798 ;  Shet,  pt,  s, 

shot,  1727, 1777. 
Shette,  ger,  to  shut,  4224;  v.  shut  up^ 

2091 ;  pr.  pi.  shut  up,  5771 ;    Shet,  pp, 

shut,  4368. 
ShewlngTt  ^.  demeanour,  4041. 
Shitteth,  pr,  s.  shuts,  4100 ;  Shit,  pp.  shut 

up,  2767. 
Shoon,  s.  pi.  shoes,  2265. 
Sbrewis,  s.pl.  knaves,  C  6876. 
Shrift-fader,  s.  confessor,  C  6423. 
Shryve,  v,  hear  confessions,  C  6364. 
Sigrh,  I  pt.  s,  saw,  1822. 
Sigrbt,  I  pt.  s.  sighed,  1746. 
Sikerer,  adj.  comp,  safer,  C  7310. 
Sikerest,  adj.  superl.  securest,  C  6147. 
Sikemesse,  s.  certainty,  1935.  2365. 
Sikirly,  adv.  certainly,  C  6906. 
Similacioun,  s.  dissimulation,  C  723a 
Slmplesae,  s.  Simplicity  (the  name  of  an 

arrow),  1774;  simplicity,  C  6381. 
Sire,    s.   father;   sire   ne   dame,   neither 

father  nor  mother,  C  5887. 
Slth,  conj.  since,  1964. 4367,  C  6266. 
Sithen,  adv.  afterwards,  1999,  C  7130. 
Sltte,  pr,  pi.  subJ,  sit,  fit,  2267 ;  Sittand, 

pres.pt.  (Northern)  fitting,  2263;  Sitting, 

pres.  pt.  fitting,  suitable,  3654 ;  befitting, 

2309.  4675- 
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Skaffaut,  1.  scaffold,  a  shed  on  wheels 
with  a  ridged  roof,  under  cover  of 
which    the    battering    ram   was   used, 

8kUe,  J.  reason,  3x90,  4543 ;  avail,  1951. 
Slake,  V,  abate,  3108. 
Sleen,  ^er,  to  slay,  C  7x95 ; /r.  s,  2590. 
Slelffhe,  adj.  sly,  cuiming,  C  7^57. 
Slelffhtes,  s,p/,  missiles,  C  7071;  tricks, 

C6371. 
8I0,  V,  slay,  3K0, 4593 ;  ^ir,  5521 ;  Sk>o,  v. 

I953»  3523 ;  Slo,  pr,  i.  siO/,  4999,  5643. 
Slomrest,  2  ^.  s.  slumboest,  2567. 
Slowe,  s,  moth,  4751.    F.  taigm, 
Sxnete,/^.  smitten,  3755. 
Snibbe,  V,  snub,  reproach,  4533. 
Bolour,  J.  sojourn,  4982;  dwemng,  5x5a 
Soiexnpnely,   adv,  publicly,  with  due 

publicity.  C  6766. 
Soleyn,  adj,  sullen.  3896^ 
Sophyme,  i.  sophum,  C  7471. 
Sore,  adv,  closely,  strictly,  2055 ;  ardently, 

ao75- 
Sote,  adj,  sweet,  4880. 
Soth-aawe,  s,  truth-telling,  C  6x25. 6x30, 

SotSly,  adv,  subtly,  4395. 
Soudiours,  s,pl,  soldiers,  4234. 
Spaniwhing,   s,   expanding,   expansion, 

3633.    O.  F.  espanir,  to  expand. 
Sparred,//,  s,  locked,  &stened,  3330. 
Spartb,  s,  a  battle-ax,  C  5978. 
8pered,/M.  {/or  sperred) ,  ustened.  locked 

(F.  senttia  clef),  2099. 
Bperhauke,  s,  sparrowhawk,  4033. 
SpUle,  V,  kill,  1953 ;  destroy,  2162 ;  gtr,  to 

surrender   to    destruction,  5441;  pt»  s, 

spoiled,  5136;  pp.  exhausted,  4786. 
Spltel,  s.  hospital.  C  6505. 
Springre, /r.  fl.  grow,  increase,  C  5988: 

pp.  advanced,  C  6054. 
Springroldes,  s.  pi  catapults,  419X. 
Squared,  pp.  cut  square,  415c. 
Sqiilerly,  adj\  like  a  squire,  C  74x5. 
Squirre,  s.  square  (carpenter's  square),  C 

7064. 
Stant,  pr.  s.  stands,  waits,  5004. 
Stark,  adj.  downright,  C  7293. 
Stede,  s.  place,  C  5898. 
Stille  or  loude,  silently  or  aloud,  under 

all  circumstances,  C  753a. 
Stlnten,  v.  cease,  C  6849;  pp.  stopped,  C 

6473- 
Stonde  forth,  ger.  to  stand  out,  persist, 

3547 ;  Stoat,  pr.  s.  stands,  consists,  5581 ; 

Stant,^.  s.  vraits,  5004.  >■ 
Btounde,  s.  hour,  time.  1733 ;  pi,  hours, 

2639. 


Stounde,    s.    rprobably    an    error   for 

toounde,  wound).  447a. 
Stoundeinele,  adj.  momentary,  3784. 
Stoundexnele,  adv.   hourly,   from  one 

hour  to  another.  2304. 
Stoutnesse,  s.  pride,  obstinacy,  1936. 
Btreite,  adf,  ck>se-fitting.  2271. 
Strene,  s.  strain,   breed,   4859.     A.  S 

stre&ma, 
Strepe,  v.  strip,  fleece,  C  68x8. 
Streyne,  v,  constrain,  compel,  C  6406: 

pt.  s.  urged,  C  763X. 
Streyned- Abetinenoe,  Constrained  Ab> 

stinence,  C  7325. 
Stuffen,  pr,  pi,  provide  with  deimden, 

C  6290.    F.  text,  coremt  Us  mmrsgmrmr. 
Suen,  V.  pursue,  seek,  49S3> 
Suffraunoe,  s,  patience,  submissioQ,  3463. 
Suspeoious,  adj,  suspect,  open  to  sus- 
picion, C  6xxa 
Susteoingr,  1.  sustenance,  C  6697. 
Swelte,  2/r.  i.  mkj,  die,  248a 
Swete,  2  pr,  s,  sukf,  sweat,  feel  heat, 

248a 
Swixik,  s,  toil,  labour,  C  6596. 
Swlxike,  V,  labour,  C  6619;  grr,  to  toil. 

215X,  5685 ;  pr,  s.  toils,  5675. 
Swmker,  s.  toiler,  C  6857. 
Swinkixigr,  f.  toiling.  C  6703. 
Swoningr*  S'  swooning,  swoon,  1737. 
8y.  i.  e.  if  (F.  xi),  i.  chuphaaard,  S74<* 
Sythes,  //.  times,  2048. 4868 ;  Many  sfHi^, 

often,  2257. 

T. 

Take,  v,  lay  hold.  545  x ;  take  arms.  3529; 

hand  over,  C  7205:  v,  reJU  surrender. 

1947  '1  '•  f*^  ^^*^»  ^Pf  J  <o  tbemsehres.  C 

6107  (F.text,  iur  tmsrUtu  n'emprtmdro^ ; 

pr,  s,  betakes,  commits  himself,  C  644a; 

pp,  taken;  kim  take,  betaken   himaol 

C7a8o;  Tan,MCs894. 
Takel,  1.  weapon,  arrow,  X7a9,  1863. 
Tale,   s.  reckoning:  yeve  I  litei  tak,  I 

pay  little  heed.  C  ^5. 
Talent,  1.  good  will,  inclination.  C  6x^; 

£emcy,   C  71x0;    lon^ng.  3472;    desoe, 

intent,  17x6;  roirit.  disposition,  C  7674. 
Tan./^.  taken,  C  5894.    See  Take. 
Tapina^e,  s,  hiding;  in  tapiMoge^ 

^ingly,C7363.  .  ^        . 

TatarwaflTffeB,  s,pl,  fluttenng  tattos,  C 

Taylaflriers,  s,pl,  tax-gatherers,  C  68ix. 
Tecche,  s,  fault,  bad  habit,  5x66;  pL  C 

6517. 
Teched,  pt.  s.  taught,  C  6680. 
Telle,  V,  account,  5053. 
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Tempters,  1.  //.  Knights-Templars.  C 
6693. 

Tempmre,  s.  tempering,  mixing,  4177. 

TBSnps,  s.  time;  at  prime  temps,  at  the 
first  time,  at  first«  3373. 

Tone,  s.  ruin,  blight,  4750. 

Teepye,  v.  to  espy,  3156. 

Tban,  conj,  than  it,  4328. 

Thank,  s,  thanks,  4584 ;  (F.  text,  son  gr^ 
deservir)  \  good  will,  2698, 3700 ;  in  thank, 
with  thanks,  with  good  will,  9115,4577; 
Thankes, //.  thanks,  9036;  thy  thankis, 
with  thy  good  will,  2463. 

Thar,  adv,  there,  1853, 1857. 

Thar,  pr.  s,  imperj,  needs ;  /ou  thar,  you 
need,  3604. 

Thee,  v.  thrive ;  so  mote  I  thee^  as  I  hope 
to  thrive,  3086, 484X,  C  5899. 

Thempryse  (for  The  empryse).  the  cus- 
tom. 3386. 

Ther-ffeyn,  prep,  against  this,  C  6555. 

Thilke,/riMi.  that.  3106.  C  5980. 

Thiasr,  -r.  pL  things,  property.  C  6670. 

Thlnffee,  s,  pi,  business,  doings,  C  6037. 

This,  for  this  is,  C  6057,  6453. 

Thouflrbt,  s,  the  object  of  thought  per- 
sonified (?),  3473.  (But  a  corrupt  read- 
ing; read  That  swete,  answering  to 
Sarnie  in  the  F.  text.) 

Threste,  ipr,  s,  thrust,  C  6835. 

Thrlnire,  ger,  to  thrust,  C  74x9. 

Thritty,  adj,  thirty,  431 1. 

Throwe,  s,  moment,  1771,  3867. 

Thrust,  s.  thirst,  4733. 

Thurffh-souflrht,  pp,  examined  thor- 
oughly, 4948. 

Til.  prep,  to :  him  tU,  to  him,  4594. 

Tilier,  1.  tiller.  huskMmdman,  4339. 

To-beten,  pp.  belaboured,  C  ^laS. 

Tobeye,  to  obey.  3534. 

To-drawe,  pp.  torn  m  pieces,  C  6136. 

TOfom,  prep,  before,  3969;  God  tofom, 
in  the  sight  of  God,  C  7x98. 

Token,  pt.  pi.  took  (i.  e.  took  Christ  to 
witness,  appealed  to  Christ),  C  7133. 
(The  translation  is  entirely  wrong; 
hence  the  lack  of  sense.) 

Tolde.  pp.  {error  for  Told),  told,  C  6598. 

To-tne-ward,  towards  me.  3354.  3803. 

To-moche-Yevinir.  Giving  too  much,  C 

5837- 
Ton,  the,  the  one.  5317 ;  the  toon,  5559. 

To-auake,  v.  quake  greatly ;  al  to-^maie, 
tremble  very  much.  3537. 

To-shake,  v.  shake  to  the  foundations, 
ruin,  C  5981. 

To-shar,  //.  /.  lacerated,  cut  in  twain, 
1858. 


To-shent,  pp.  undone ;  al  to-shent,  utterly 

undone,  X903. 
Touret,  s.  turret,  4164. 
Toum,  s.  turn,  547a 
Trace,  v.  walk,  go  about,  C  6745 ;  P^*  P^- 

walk,  live,  5753. 
Transxnewe,  v.  transmute,  be  changed, 

2536. 
Trasshed,/^.  betrayed,  3331. 
Trechour,  s.  traitour,  C  7316;  cheat,  C 

66oa. 
Tree,  s.  wood,  X747, 1808,  3408,  C  7061. 
Treffet,  s.  trap,  snare,  C  6313;  trickery, 

guile,  C  6367,  6835. 
Tregretours,  s.pl.  tricksters,  C  7587. 
Treffetrye,  s.  trickery,  C  6383;  tnck,  C 

Trepeget,  s.  a  military  engine  made  of 
wood,  used  for  hurling  large  stones  and 
other  missiles,  a  trebuchet,  C  6379. 

Trichour,  adj.  treacherous.  6308. 

™»*.  *'•  trusty  4364 ;  PP'  3939. 

Trouble,  adj.  troubled.  1755. 

Troubter,  adj.  comp,  dimmer,  less  bright, 
C  7x16. 

Trowandyse,  s.  knavery,  villany,  3954. 

Trowe,  V.  believe,  C  6873. 

TruaundiniT*  '-  idling,  shirking,  C  6731. 

Truaundyse,  s.  idleness,  shirking,  C  6664. 

Truaunt,  1.  idler,  loafer.  C  6645. 

Tumble,  V.  cause  to  tumble,  cause  to 
perform  athletic  feats,  C  6836;  ger,  to 
tumble,  5460. 

Turves,  s.pl.  sods  of  turf,  C  7063. 

Twlime,v.  separate,  go  apart,  4813;  part. 
5077;  depart.  4367. 

U. 

Unavirsed,  adj.  heedless,  indiscreet, 
foolish,  4739. 

Unbond,  pt.  s.  released,  C  64x6 ;  //.  un- 
£;istened,  4700 ;  opened.  3336. 

Unclosed,  pp.  untied,  unfastened,  4698. 

Unclosid,  pp.  unenclosed,  393X,  3925. 

Undirfoncrlth,  pr.  s.  undertakes.  5709. 

Unese,  1.  uneasiness,  trouble,  3102;  dis- 
comfort, 3596. 

Unhappe,  s.  mishap,  ill  fortune,  5492. 

Unhyde,  v.  unfold,  reveal,  3168. 

UntofuUe,  adj.  illicit,  488a 

Unnethe,  adv.  scarcely,  i.  e.  it  will 
scarcely  be.  C  6541;  Unnethis,  hardly, 
546X. 

Unrelsssd,  adj.  unrelieved,  3739. 

Unsperd,/^.  unbolted,  unbarred.  3656. 

Unthrift,  s.  wastefulness.  4936. 

Unwelde,  adj.  impotent,  feeble,  4886. 
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np-o«0te,  pL  1.  Ufted  up.  C  7199. 
Updreesa,  v.  set  up,  prepare,  C  7067. 
X7p-riflrbt,  adv,  on  thy  back,  2561. 
Urohoiins,  1.  //.  he<!^ehogs,  3135. 
Utter,  adj,  outer,  4908. 


Valllth,  pr.  s,  avails,  5765. 

Valour,  J.  worth,  5236,  5556;  value,  5538. 

Vaaflftlage,  s,  prowess,  courage,  C  5871. 

Vekke.  i.  old  woman,  bag,  4sl§6,  4495. 

Vendable,  Mfy\  venal,  vendible,  saleable, 

_58o4. 

Vevf^r,  s,  orchard,  3234, 3618, 3831, 3851. 

Vermayle,   ad/,  vermilion,  scarlet-red, 

VUaynsly,  adv,  disgracefully,  3994. 

Vlleyn,  s.  peasant,  yokel,  churl,  1990; 
Vilayns,^M.  churl's,  1993. 

Vitaille,  s,  victuals,  delicacies,  C  7044. 

Voide,  V.  drive  away,  5164 ;  pr,  s,  removes, 
2833,  2845 '  ^A  ''  remove,  clear,  2283 ; 
imp^P^'  put  away,  3571. 

Voluntee,  s.  will,  d^re,  ^276. 

Vouohe,  pr.  s.  I  per.  vouchsafe ;  For  sauf 
of  cherlis  I  ne  vouche,  for  1  do  not 
vouchsafe,  among  churls,  2002.  (Or 
read  fa  for  0/) 

Vounde,/^.  (?)  well  found,  hence,  excel- 
lent, C  70^ 

W. 

Waoohe,  s,  watchinc,  lying  awake,  4x3a. 
Wade,  V.  wade,  go  about,  5022. 
Walkynff ,  s.  walking  (?) .  2682.  (Perhaps 

nsid  talkimg' :  F.  ticxtf  parUrs,) 
Walowe,  V,  toss  (or  roll)  about,  2562, 
Wanhope,  s,  despair,  4432, 4433, 4708. 
Wante,  v.  be  lacking,  2530. 
Ware,  s,  commodity,  C  5926. 
Wame,  v,  inform,  C  7657 ;  p/,  s,  refused, 

C  5840;  pp.  refused,  denied,  2604,  3426, 

^245.  C  7502. 
awe,  s,  wave,  4712. 
Wayte,  ger,  to  beset  (me)  with,  to  plot. 


v^. 


Weder,  s. 


,  storm,  4336. 
Weed,  s,  religious  habit,  C  6359. 
Welfcurinff,  adj,  well-favoured,  C  6866. 

F.  text.  beUs, 
Wel-Hellnfire,  s.  Good-concealment,  C 

Wene,  s,  expectation,  2046;  wiiAouten 
weme,  doubtless.  2415.  2668.  2683. 4596. 

Wene,  v,  suppose,  2761;  {read  mak'th 
[him]  wene ;  F.  text,  Qu'i/  se  cuide)  ;  pr. 


s,  nthf,  imagine,  5672;  Wende,  \pt,t, 
imacmed,  ^332. 

WenmiTt  i*  imagination,  9766. 

Went,/^.  departed,  turned  away,C  6x85. 

[Went,  pr.  s.  turns  aside,  C  6205.]  Sop- 
plied  by  guess. 

were,  s,  distraction  (F.  guerre),  5699; 
witkouten  toere,  without  doubt  (a  cbsr- 
acteristic  expletive  phrase,  common  in 
Fragment   B),  1776,  2568.  2740,  33$!. 

WI45a.  4468,  5485. 5657,  5692. 
ere,  v,  wear  away,  devour,  475a;  ger. 
to  wear,  i.  e.  to  wear  away  (the  sbofe)^ 

W712:  pr.pl,  C  6215;  pt,pL  C  6244. 
erne,  v,  deny,  refuse,  3443.  C  6673; 
^^.  3730.    See  Wame. 
werrey,  v.  war  against,  oppose,  C  6936; 
ger.  to  make  war  upon,  3251 ;  pr.  s.  «ar» 
against,  3699;    i  Z'**  /'•  make  war.  C 
7018;    Werreyed,  pp,  warred   against, 

Wery,  v,  worry,  strangle.  C  6264. 
Wethers,  s.  gen.  wether's,  sheep's,  C 

6259. 
Weyked,  pp.  as  adj.  too  weak,  4737. 
Wher,  com/,  whether.  2617,3191. 
Whetted,/^,  sharpened,  C  6197. 
WhltBOnday,  s,  AAOiitsunday.  2278.    CX 

'Garlands,  Whitsunday,  ujd.';   Brand's 

Pop.  Antiq.  s.  v.  Whitsun-ale. 
Whylom,  adv,  sometimes,  4355.  5350; 

formerly,  41^,  C  709a 
Whyte  monkes^  s.  pi,  Cisterdans,  i.  e. 

Reformed  Benedictines,  C  6695. 
Wicked-Tonire  (F.  Maiehomcke) .  C  7424. 
Wisrht,  s.  man,  creature,  C  5961. 
Wlfirht.  adJ,  active,  4761. 
Wilfully,  adv.  willingly,  4808,  C  5941. 
Wlllen,  V,  desire,  24^ 
William,  W.  Seint  Amour.  C  6763. 6778. 
Wimple,!. wimple, 3864.  AbaodusinUy 

of  linen  which  covered  the  nedc,  aad 

was  drawn  up  over  the  chin,  strmined 

up  each  side  of  the  &ce.  and  generaBy 

fiistened   across   the   forehead;    caOed 

also  barbe,  goiget,  or  chin-cloth. 
Winde,  V,  turn  about,    1810;    escape, 

2056. 
Winke,  V,  sleep,  4568;  2/r.  s,  jm^.  234a. 
Wis,  adv,  verily,  C  6433. 
Wite,  V.  know,  C  6105, 6208, 6939 ;  >Vit  v. 

3i4S»  55741  Wist,//,  pi.  knew,  C  5864. 

Wisten. //.//.  suiy,  knew,  C  6087. 
Wone,  I  pr,  s,  dwell,  C  6143. 
WonixiiTt  S'  dwelling-place,  C  6082. 
Wonlnff-places,  s,  pi.  dwellmg-plaoes, 

C6119. 
Woimen,  pi,  pi.  won,  C  6252. 
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Wood,  adj.  mad,  3138,  3776,  C  6^63 ;  rag- 
ing. 1931. 

Wook,  I//.  J.  kept  awake,  watched,  1877. 

Woot.  ^.  s,  knows,  5257. 

Worcne,  v,  work,  cause,  C  6052. 

Worche,  v.  deal  (with  what  they  have  to 
do),  C  6037.  MS.  G.  has  worthi ;  Lot, 
ladies  toortfu  =  let  ladies  alone.     The 

W>assage  is  obscure. 
orchinffeB,  s.pl.  doings,  C  6585. 
Worth,  adj,  worthy.  C  7104. 
Wost,  2  pr,  s,    knowest   Tthou),   4977; 

Wostow,  knowest  thou,  C  0075,  6373. 
Woxen,;^.  grown,  C  7140. 
Wrapped,//,  s.  subj,  should  wrap,  C  6a6o. 
Wrattbed,  i  //.  j.  made  angry,  4108 ;  pp, 

enraged,  3097. 
Wreke,^.  revenged,  3362. 
Wrenche,  s,  turn,  trick,  4292. 
W^resringr*  -f*  betraying,  disclosure,  522a 
"Writ,  pr,  s.  writes,  C  6585. 
Wryen,  ^tr,  to  cover,  C  6684 ;  v.  disguise, 

C  6795 ;  cover  up,  clothe,  C  6819  (F.  text, 

s'a/MS7en/), 
Wrythe,  v.  twist,  43^9. 
Wurchingr*  s.  machmation,  C  6123. 
Wyte,  s.  blame;    fo  wyfe,  a  matter  of 

reproach,  3558. 


Yaf ,  pt.  s.  gave,  2339,  4500. 
Yalt,  /r.  s.  reji.  betakes   himself,  4904. 
See  Yelde. 


Yate,  J.  gate,  4230. 

Yates,  s.pi,  gates  {hUmiswritten/in-gaLies, 

i.  e.  ways),  5722. 
Y-bake,  pp.  baked,  C  7048. 
Y-do,  pp.  done;  have  y-do,  have  done! 

1941. 
Y6,  s.  eye,  4264. 
Yedest,  2//.  s.  wentest.  3227 ;  Yede,  pt.  s. 

went,  51^1 ;  has  |^one,  2585. 
Yeft,  s.  gift,  granting,  3664. 
Yelde,  V.  yield,  1933;  submit  (thyself),  C 

6283 ;  imf.  5.  yield,  1930. 
Yeme,  adv.  readily,  eagerly,  C  6719. 
Yemlnir,  J.  affection,  C  5951. 
Yeten,  pp.  poured  out,  5702.    Pp.  from 

A.  S.  giotan. 
Yeve,  \pr.  s.  care,  regard,  C  6464. 
Yevlngr,  J.  giving,  C  5907. 
Y-fere,  adv.  together,  in  company,  3806. 
Y-holpe,  pf.  helped,  holpen,  550^. 
Ylngr*    adj.   young,    2208.     A    Northern 

form. 
Y-let,  pp.  hidden,  5335. 
Yllche,  adv.  equally,  alike,  363a 
Yolden,  pp.  requited,  4556.    See  Yelde. 
Yore.  adv.  long  ago,  C  7599. 
Youth-hede,  s.  youthhood,  4931. 
Ypocryte,  s.  hypocrite,  C  6482. 
Yre,  J.  anger,  3174.    F.  text,  ire. 
Y-eene,  adj.  visible,  C  6806. 
Yvel,  adv.  ill,  5238. 
Y-wlS,  adv.  certainly,  2788,  5554,  5790 ;  C 

5825,  5896,  5915,  6879,  6932,  7400,  7564. 


THE  END. 
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Thii  hook  -^Mfikl  be   rtffvnicd   lo  )fcc 
Librmry  cm  or  beiofe  die  kti  dme  stimpccl 

below,  f 

A  ^nc  of  five  cents  «  day  Is  incturrd  by 
retaimog  tt  beyockd  At  ipcct&ed  tiis^. 

Please  trtiuTi  i^foinpdy. 


JAM1V59H 
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